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' MRS.CLINTON: Thank you, Mr. Mayor. Pre51dent

. Stephanopoulos, Mrs. Slmltls, Ambassador Nlles, and all of you

' who are here with us: It is an honor to be in Athens, the O

" “birthplace of so many values and institutions that inspired my -

“'own country and continue to be cherlshed by all Americans today

1 greatly -look forward to meetlng ‘with the President and Prime

Minister during my stay here, and I was honored to meet yvesterday .
with the Ecumenical Patriarch. I/ bring greetlngs to all of the ‘
people of Greece from my - husband .who also is- looklng forward to -

‘vmeetlng with the Pre31dent and Prlme Mlnlster 1n the. near future._'Z

' Although thls is my flrst v151t to Greece, ‘I admire Athens

" as the cradle of freedom, a c1ty that has given the world its

greatest gift -- the gift of democracy I feel especially lucky
that I could bring my daughter Chelsea with me on this trlp and

.give her the opportunity to- experlence the rlch Hellenlc

tradltlons that orlglnated hereJ«

A few hours ago I was at the Acropolls, feellng somewhat

overwhelmed -- as I’'m sure ‘most ‘visitors do -- by its

'r'extraordlnary beauty and by thelhlstory and culture it

"represents. Looking down the hill.-- at some of the sites where

| American students and scholars from more than 100 universities = .

. ‘help each- year to uncover the rlchness of Athenlan culture -- I

“.was imagining what ancient. Athenlan life was:like: the people -
..streaming into the market- to buy pears and grapes and honey, the

‘f‘leglslature.~

cobblers and sculptors making and selling their wares, the jurors
assembled for court, . and the senators taklng thelr places 1n the '

l

And 1 was rememberlng the words of Perlcles in hlS famous

llfuneral oration of 431 B. C., when he talked about the values of .
g 'democratlc s001ety.~ o : : : ,

"We ‘have a form. of government " he sald ‘"that does not try

' .to imitate the laws of our nelghborlng states We are more an -
example to others, than they to us. In a name, it is called

o the majorlty "

democracy, because 1t 1s managed not for a few people but for
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, Those words uttered nearly 2 500 years ago helped unite.
Athenians in a community of" hlgh{ldeals and aspirations. They
. spawned one of the greatest experlments in politics and
‘government. And they gave rise to the most successful and
[endurlng c1v1llzatlons our world; has ever known.-

o . Greek archltecture became the standard of beauty and
_elegance for the Western world. r, : .

R Greek. poetry and drama became the measures by Wthh to Judgee*
_ all others.;.- : : ' o » : :

, Greek phllosophy became the wellsprlng of Western values and "

1deas. . ! : ‘

‘ | Greek concepts of medlcmne, flrst lald out in the works and.
oath of Hippocrates," prov1ded the foundatlon for the practlce of
med1c1ne today. T ‘.c.f ‘ ‘ . : A -

Greek 1aw gave us . the tenets of our modern system of
]ustlce., , . ,
‘ L : . I , :
‘ . Greek educatlon gave us a tradltlon of schoollng in the
. liberal arts and even the names of our places of learnlng, from
',the Academy to the Lyceum.ilz P ‘ A .

. Greek orators gave us the art of publlc dlscourse. And the ‘
Athenian structure of government gave us a model that any student~
of democracy would recognlze today.

: Indeed there 1s hardly any aspect of modern 11fe that has
vnot been 1nfluenced by - class1ca1 anthulty. Democracy demanded
and depended upon the creative: expressmon and vision of -
.individual citizens. And ancient Greece provided the envmronment
1n whlch those c1tlzens could flourlsh - ‘
S Today, democracy remains our best hope for peace and A
'prosperlty ‘around’ the world, partlcularly durlng th1s time of

1

,rapld global transformatlon. ¢ >

 Now more than ever we' need to be remlnded of the lessons and
1egacy of those early Greek democrats. .

A few days ago, I was in’ Bosnla v151t1ng Amerlcan troops in - .
Tuzla who, along.with soldiers from many other nations, 1nclud1ng
_Greece, are part of NATO’s peacekeeplng mission. There, I saw
. what happens to a society when the .democratic ideal is. lost --
when people lose their sense of ' common humanity, when they are
denied their rights as.-citizens! to express their opinions and
practice religion freely, .when tolerance, civility . and respect

= yqlve way to represslon, hatred and v1olence.
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; Our troops,- and yours - along with many 1nd1v1duals'and A

‘non-governmental organizations are working hard in the former:

Yugoslavia not just to enforce a lasting peace, but to help the :
people of that war-torn land bulld a multl-ethnlc, :
multl-rellglous democracy. -l__ S :

It won't happen overnlght Nor can we expect 1t to. As both
~the Greek and American people know, democracy takes a: lot of =
. -work. It has its imperfections, but it remains the most- = - - -

'equltable, Just and productlve system of government ever dev1sed.*'

I belleve that every democratlc natlon must partlclpate in

. spreading the fruits of democracy and peace. But that can only be
"accomplished if every nation commits itself to policies that :

promote economic stability, rellglous and social harmony, human

rights, a healthy and educated populatlon, a free and open system

"of justice and a political process that does not exclude any

person because of .gender, ethnlc'orlgln, race, rellglon, or

. station 1n 11fe.»‘ L, : .o :

. It is espec1ally approprlate‘to ralse thls 1ssue here, where
.democracy began. Pericles described the ancient Greeks as "the
only people who think that one who does not meddle in state
affalrs 1s not 1ndolent but a good for-nothlng " :

The v1gorous tradltlon of publlc dlscourse and polltlcal
- awareness that began in early Athens lives on today in the coffee .
houses, kiosks and tavernas of every 01ty and village in Greece.

. In fact, there is probably nowhere else in the world where so

. many people are discussing, explorlng, and argulng about the
» 1mportant lssues of the day.. : : ,

"A Democracy cannot succeed w1thout the partlclpatlon of all of,‘
' its citizens -- men and women. clearly our two nations have come
" closer than most to fulfllllng that 1dea1 But we st111 have not,}

?1,1ach1eved 1t..‘ t-gr , S

?, Here and in the’ Unlted States.—- ‘and around the globe —— we'
see too many people who remain on the margins of society. We see
children who are hungry, unhealthy, unschooled, and unloved. We
- see women who are denied access to what I call the tools of

‘opportunlty -- health care,. eduqatlon, Jjobs, credit; legal

protections and political rlghts -— that they need to become
;equal partners in soc1ety.~, ;. ; . ‘

‘ Whlle profound economic and polltlcal change has created
‘unprecedented opportunities for |global peace and prosperity, it
K also has inflamed old ten51ons and welghed us down Wlth new ones.
. The challenges of poverty and 1111teracy contlnue to

_undermlne the potential of hundreds of millions of people, the

| - majority of them women and chlldren.
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These are anc1ent challengesﬁ but thy are compounded today
by the stresses 1nherent in a hlghly competltlve, fast—paced A
i world. o : P . . ' a

Whlle the Informatlon Age enables us to communlcate more - Ah
quickly and understand each other better, it also widens the gap
_between. those who have the skllls to compete in the new global

o economy and those who do not. Most .often, those without the

3stllls are women, and they wlll lag farther and - farther behlnd

B If consumerlsm is the prlmary message pleed up in

- households around the world, the'explosion-of -material ‘ -
"expectations will put addltlonalfdemands on institutions ranging -
from the family to the government Those expectatlons are not

' Allkely to be reallzed qulckly or! fully

So the questlon we must answer 1s. How do we create
~ conditions that allow for the. full part1c1patlon of all c1tlzens
" and a strengthening of our . democratlc way.of life? I belleve it

"begins with the most basic unit of society: the family. It beglnS';\

~“with what we teach our children about their obllgatlons to each
- ‘'other and to the 1arger communlty R :

' ~ At the moment ‘no country does enough to 1nvest in-its :
. children or famllles. I know that in Greece, children come first. -
. Yet even here, children and famllles increasingly feel the :
" 'pressures of modern 5001ety - from domestic violence, to

" substance abuse, to the econonic, dlslocatlons that result from
competlng budget demands and . shrlnklng resources. ' . .

. To bulld a strong soc1ety, chlldren and famlly must. be the
‘core of national life. And that. means that every segment of
society -- goverrnment, bu51ness,fand -individual citizens -- must
. work together to ensure that chlldren are educated, healthy,
. properly fed and clothed, protected from violence and invested
with the love, attention. and d1501pllne they need to become ,.‘
'xrproductlve adults._h_';v L ;;,{tAP ':Lftv : :

‘ It also means that government bus1nesses and 1nd1v1dua1
citizens must come together to help women realize their God- -given -
_potential. Women care for most’ of the world’s children and most
‘of the world’s elderly. They do much of the world‘s work. And .
what ‘we have seen- in country after country over the last decade

" . is that improving conditions for women -- 1nvest1ng in them -~

- not only helps women, it helps thelr chlldren, famllles, L
communltles and natlons.‘; o B . S

; I know, from hav1ng spent t1me WIth many Amerlcans of Greek
descent, that Greeks never forget their family roots. Whether ‘it
"is a blg city like Athens or a v111age in the countryside, Greeks

'~ always seem to know where they came from, no matter how . far they
‘venture forth N C o
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'opportunltles of c1tlzensh1p.

iOlympla for the. ceremony marklng
- flame.
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lee Odysseus, when they leqt these shores they nav1gated a";'

" world filled. ‘with risks, temptatlons and challenges. Like

Odysseus,<they survived by thelr,ablllty to change, ' adapt and
transform. Like Odysseus, they- showed the world how resourceful -

‘people can be if they: are w1111ng to work together. And like
‘deysseus, they always persevered” even in the face of obstaclee
and setbacks. ‘ o , . . .
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Just look at the many Greek Amerlcans who have contrlbuted o

50 much' to my country, and who offer reminders every day about"

the importance of hard work famlly, and the respon51b111t1es ‘and
1. ; ) : : .

'
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. The 1deals we have borrowed from the early Greeks never die.

. As ‘we are pulled to the future, we contlnue to be propelled by
‘1the past.w ;. e :H;'f , . o ‘

. 5
L Tomorrow, I will have the great pr1v11ege of g01ng to

’the llghtlng of. the Olymplc? L

{ .
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* The anc1ent Games were not just a celebratlon of excellence -

.fln ‘sport; they were about the regeneratlon of life. They were
.about the promlse of youth and about our.. 1deal of the future.

lee democracy, the Olymplcs speak to the endurlng strength

of Greek civilization. When the torch is 1it tomorrow, it w1ll -
~once ‘again rekindle all of- the hopes and aspirations of
. democracy, humanlty and the famlly of nations to which we all
belong. For that ‘we all owe you a great debt of gratltude.-

Thank you very much.g

CHEE
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