
~ 
PRESERVATION 



I 
I 
I 
I 


I 
 THE WHITE HOUSEI 

I


Of£iceof the Press secretary
I 

I 
For Immediate Release November 4, 1993 

/
REMARKS BY THE FIRST LADY
! MARSHALL UNIVERSITY 

. I .. /HUNTINGTON, WEST VIRGIN~A 

MRS. CLINTON: -- be1ng here, w1th your Senator. 
There is no stronger advocate, nor anyone more knowledgeable 
about health carel in America, than the Senator from West 
Virginia, Senator Jay Rockefeller. And I think we all owe 

. him a debt of gratitude. (Applause) . 

. . I'm alsh delighted to be here with Congressman and 
Mrs. Wise, who di~ come down with us. And we had a great 
opportunity to h~ve a discussion about a lot of the important 
issues facing Wes't Virginia and the country. And I want to 
thank both of yoJ for being here with me. 

. I 

And I Jmjust delighted to be back at Marshall. I 
was able to give/president Gilley (phonetic) the first copy 
to come to West Virginia of this book. (Applause) I hope 
that everyone in/this crowd and everyone you can talk to will 
take the time to read it. 

It exp;lains how we got to where we are. How did we 
end up with the ~ost expensive health care system in the . 
world without covering everybody? Without giving security to 
everybody? Wittiout making sure every American -- no matter 
who they were, ~here they lived, .where they worked, whether 
or not they'd eVer been sick -- had adequate comprehensive 
health care. / . 

And then it lays out what we believe needs to be 
done.in order tb make it absolutely clear from this point 
forward in Ameriica that every American citizen, no matter who 
you are, you willl have comprehensive health care guaranteed. 
You will be sedure for the rest of your life. (Applause)
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You know ,I when I was here last year, before the 

election, I told the wonderful crowd of residents and 

students and facul~y who had come out to greet me that we 

needed a thundering herd for the Clinton/Gore ticket. 

(Applause) And yo~ heard that, and you responded. 


IAnd I'm l1>ack again because we need your help again. 
We need your thundering herd to help us pass health care. 
(Applause) And I hope we're as successful in the health care 
arena as you have been in the football arena. (Applause) 

, , / 

Last year, one of my great moments was when I was 
given a jacket from Marshall University. And I got out of 
the car today and ~ couple of the folks standing around said, 
"Well, why didn't you wear your jacket?" And I said, "Well, 
to tell you the trath, I was afraid that, as good as the 
football team is d9in9, I'd be accused of being an imposter." 
(Laughter). So I 'decided that I'd better leave that at home. 

I 
,But I dol need 'the spirit and the 'commitment and the 

courage that so many of you show day in and day out. Not 
just with respect to great, fun events like football, but to 
the daily businessj of trying to work, trying to go to school, 
trying to take care of your families. ,That's really what is 
at stake here. , 

Last yea~, we had a dream that we could begin to 
tackle the problems that 'America had.neglected. And weare. 
It isn't easy~ I~ certainly is controversial. But it is far 
better to wake up every morning and go to bed every night 
knowing that we're: trying to help the American people deal , 
with their real prpblems, day in and day out. (Applause) 

And'whe~ the President, last week, presented the 
Health Security Adt to Congress, he invited the entire 
country to become !involved ,in this great national discussion. 
We want you to read this book. We ~ant you to ask questions. 
I was thrilled wh~n I got here and saw the newspaper carrying 
the questions and Janswers that so many citizens had called in 
-- right here on two big pages • 

. , This is (what we need to be doing as a country. 
This is exactly the kind of discussion we need to have. 
Because when we d6, we will be able to compare not only what 
the President has/proposed with what we have today, but also 
with all the other proposals. ' 
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We invite anyone else with any other approach. Put 
out your _book. Put out your specifics. Tell the American 
people how much th~y will benefit from what you propose. 
(Applause) Becaus~ our plan is the result of literally 
thousands, and tensI of thousands, of conversations, and of 
letters. We received over 800,000 letters from people all 
over this country./ 

- And I've-Jihad the extraordinary opportunity not only 
to visit in person, but also to read those letters, hear 
those stories. I' . - ­

On May lith, I spoke with health care professionals 
and citizens from ~ll over West Virginia at a forum, 
organized by senatpr Rockefeller, about what West Virginia 
wanted to see happen with health care reform. 

- I rememb!er, . very well, the woman whos~ family lost­
-insurance after her husband was -disabled in a mine fall in 
1988. She told mel, and I quote, Itl would like to be able to 
take the kids for-Iwell check-ups, and not wait until they're 
sick." i 

- Well, I Iwant that woman to know that under the 
President's plan we will have these kinds of benefits. Every
single one of the~ will be provided for every American, 

I j" ••.•unl1ke today, where you have health 1nsurance pol1c1es w1th 

fine print. And oftentimes you don't know what they don't 
, I 
cover and what they do cover. ._ 

I-_ 

I . 
You're going to be able to know what is covered 

because every American will have the same coverage. You will 
not have to worry Iabout the fine print in insurance policies 
anymore. (Applause) And what I want to tell that woman is 
that preventive dlre is going to be available, finally, for 
every American. I 

, .
I have to tell you, I was surpr1sed when my 


daughter was born: and I looked at my -insurance policy and 

learned itdidn'ti pay wheh I took her for the well-child 

check-up. But itl sure would pay if I kept her at home until 

she got real sic}c! and then took her to the emergency room. . 


. I. . 
, NOW, wnat k1nd of system 1S that? We want to pay 

for primary and p,reventive health care. We want to take care 
of children and ~heir immunizations. We want to pay for that 
well-child care. And in this plan, it's going to be free, 
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because we believe that strongly in preventive health care, 
and we want to be able to provide it for every single 
American. (ApplauSe) 

. I
And I want to say a special word of thanks to the 

Marshall Medical Sdhool because of what you have done in 
primary and preventive health care. I want to add my word of 
congratulations fo~ your having received the Silver Award of 
the American Acade~y of Family Physicians, because of the 
consistently high percentage of graduates entering family 
practice from thislmedical school. (Applause) 

. If every/medical school had produced the number of 
family practice physicians, had produced the number of 
physicians going i~to generalist practices, had been able to 
even compete for the outstanding Rural Health Program Award 
that this medical ~chool won, had entered into partnerships 
like the one this ~edical school has with the Lincoln Primary 
Care center, we woUld not have some of the problems we have 
today. ~ . 

Right no~, we have too many specialists and not 
enough family physicians and pediatricians and others who 
tend to primary and preventive health care needs. (Applause) 

. . I also rkmemberthe small business employee from 
Martinsburg, who tpld me, "I don't think health insurance 
should be higher than my mortgage. I don't think it should 
run small companie's out of business. II And we .agree 100 
percent. (APPlaus;e) 

The mos~ discriminating part of the health 
insurance market today is that part which services small and 
medium-sized busitiesses, and individuals who are self­
employed. TheY'r~ the ones who are paying far more than they 
should. oftentim~s, 40 percent of the premium for a small 
business goes to dverhead and administration and profit. Not 
to health care. i 

We are going to level that playing field. Small 
businesses are going to have the same opportunity to get 
cheap, good, high1quality insurance as the largest big 
business does. And it's about time we did that to help all 
businesses in West Virginia. (Applause) . 

I 
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(Interruption to tape) -- told me that it costs 
paying hospital pa~ients -- that's you and me, if we are 
insured -- an extra $500 a day to cover the cost of those who 
are treated for frbe. 

NOw, WhO! is treated for free in our current system? 
Well, they are working people, by and large. And they are 
people who don't q~alify for Medicaid because they getup 
every day and the~ qo to work. But they do not work for, or 
are able to affor1 insurance in today's current market. 

Think of. the message we have sent to literally 
millions and mill~ons of working Americans. We have. told 
them very clearly,l tllf you are lucky enough to work for 
someone who will help you with your insurance, or if you are 
poor enough and down on your luck enough to qualify for 

. government assistance, then your bills will be paid.
I 
I 

.. But, if !you're in the middle and you get up every 
day and work for a living and you cannot afford it yourself, 
you're out of luck. Since when should a hard-working
American citizen ~aveto go on welfare to take care of 
children with medical problems, because if. they don't, they 
are out of luck? .I .". ... 

And it 90sts us money to take care of them when 

they finally get their care, because that's what happens 

every day. ·ourefuergency rooms are filled with people who 

postpone getting care, have an accident, something happens, 

they end up in th~ hospital, and we want them to be taken 

care of. I 


I 

I want everybody with a health care problem to be 
taken care of. II just want everybody to be paying something, 
so that all of us know that we will always be able to get 
good medical care because every American will be able to "be 
secure, and "no American will be left out. 

And leJ,s start by making sure we give universal 
Ihealth care cove~age to all Americans as soon as possible, so 

that everybody who works actually gets rewarded instead of 
penalized for getting up every day. (Applause)

I 

Some pJoPle have said to me, "Well, you know, isn't 
this Health secuJity Act just for people who don't have 
insurance?" AndlI've asked everybody.who's asked me that to 
ask themselves this question. Go home and look in the

I . 
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mirror, and ask yourself this question: Do I know, for sure, 
that this time next Iyear I will have the same insurance I 
have now at the sami price? .. 

I have yet to meet any American who can answer that 
question "Yes." Th~re is no way to answer that question 
"Yes." What kind of insurance you have, and how much it 
costs depends upon your employer -- if your employer is 
helping to buy it, pr offering it to you. It depends upon
whether you ever ge~ sick. It depends upon whether you have 
something called a "pre-existing condition." It depends upon 
whether you're laid off. 

And we know that in today's economy, even good jobs 
with the best high-quality health insurance can be here today 
and gone tomorrow. IThere is not one single American who in 
good conscious can say, "I will have health insurance, 
exactly what I needl, next year, at a price that I can 
afford." I 

What this plan will do is eliminate that question 
from our worries. Ilwe will never have to ask it again. If 
you're an American citizen, you will have health care that is 
always there with comprehensive benefits. And you will be 
secure now through the end of your life. (Applause) 

Now, why have we not done this before? Well, there 
are several reasons. Franklin Roosevelt tried to do it when 
he introduced Social security. He wanted Social Security to 
be one half of his jproposal, Health Security be the other. 
He ran into terrible opposition from people who said, "Oh, 
you can't do that. We don't want to make sure everybody has 
health insurance." It didn't get done. 

Harry Truman went to the Congress in 1945 and said, 
"We have to have u~iversal health care coverage." That was 
when we were only ,pending 4 percent of our incomes on health 
care. Harry Truman saw, in 1945, exactly what was going to 
happen if we didn't change. He fought like -- crazy. He 
gave everything helhad. (Laughter)

I 

, You knowjwhat he fought like. But ,you know what? 
Even Harry Truman, las good and tough and strong-minded as he 
was, couldn't get through the opposition from people who 
said, "Oh, my good~ess, that's socialized medicine. Oh, my 
goodness, you can't do that in America." 
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Well, then we rolled along for a while. We finally 
got Medicare and Meijicaid. I don't hear many people saying
Medicare is socialiized medicIne. Do you? Because every 
person over 65 whoml we know relies on Medicare. And thank 
goodness we have itl for our parents. And thank goodness we 
have it to look forward to. So we took care of the needs of 
our older citizens. We began to take care of the needs of 
our poorer citizens. 

But we le·ft this great, big, open middle that any 
one of us can fall linto at any time'.. And every month, 2.25 
million Americans l:ose their health insurance. Some lose it 
fora day. Some lose it for a week. But 100,000 never get 
it back, which is olne of the reasons why more· and more of us 
are increasingly in'secure. 

. Then alon~ came President Nixon, who the last time 
I looked was a Repu:blican. And he -- I just want to tell 
this to all the youing Republicans who·are here. (Applause) 

I want them to hear! this: President Nixon introduced a bill, 
in 1970, to extend luniversal health care coverage financed by 
employers and employees, paying just like the Health Security 
Act introduced by 'residentclinton. 

presiden~ Nixon actually did have a good idea. He 
couldn't get· it doqe because of Watergate. But at least he 
had a good idea. (Applause) 

So, here we are. It's 1993. We've had presidents
of both parties, we've had leaders of Congress, we've had 
deans of medicalsdhools, we've had physicians and nurses and 
hospital administr~tors and business leaders, labor leaders,

Iall come forward and say, "We have to reform the health care 
system. II .. .' I ..... . ... 

. This time, we are still going to have opposition. 
We're still going to have people who don't think it's right 
that· every Americart have the same kinds of rights that they
enjoy, because they were born wealthy and born lucky and born 
healthy. I 

But thisltime we're going to beat the opposition, . 
because it is a historic opportunity for America to make good 
on health care for all of its citizens. (Applause) 
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As we move forward in this discussion, listen 
carefully. Know whht ,the arguments are. Know who is making 
which argument, and/whY they are. Seek out information. 

Read this book. Talk about it with your friends and 
neighbors. Becauselwhen we come to vote, on health care 
reform next year, the members of Congress will need to hear 
from you. I ,

" I' ' 

And ask yourself, "What will happen if we do 
nothing?" Because ~hat is the scariest possibility of all. 
Because what will happen is -- I can guarantee you -- your 
costs will continue to go up. You will not be secure. You 
will pay higher and higher deductibles. You will have less 
and less choice, as employers desperately try to limit costs 
by pushing you into systems that they are told will keep the 
costs, down. ' ' 

We will have to worry about quality, because 

quality can only flburish in a system that i~ well funded, 

where we can have gbod accountability, where medical schools 

and research instit6tions get the money they need to help us 

make this a qualit~ system~ , 


I 

The wors~ alternative facing America is to do 
nothing. But ther~ are lots of folks who profit from the 
current system. Th'ey like it just the way it is. If they 
can eliminate peopl'e from health care coverage, then they can 
only ensure the heailthiest and the youngest, then they make 
more money., ' I " 

'We have to stand up and say, "We want a health care 
I '. ,system that works for all of us." And l.f we do that, we wl.II 

put together the ki1nd of majority in this country, and in the 
Congress, that willi once and for all speak with a loud voice. 
Enough is enough. /Let's make all Americans secure. Let's 
'take the unnecessar.y costs and waste and fraud and abuse out 
of this system. Arid let's spend our money where,it counts 
taking care of peo~le who need it. 

, And I be~ieve that' if we are part of this kind of 
national debate, w~ will not only-have a health care bill we 
can be proud of --/that will save us money, give us security, 
provide comprehens~ve benefits -- but we will, as a country,
have taken a step forward, because we would have met one of 
our primary challertges. 
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'We would have shown that gridlock is over, that 
partisan wrangling is over, that the debates about 
irrelevancies have disappeared because we're finally focusing 
on what counts • 

.The only way that can happen is if you speak up. 
And if Congress, a]l the way in Washington, hears the 
footprints and the \footbeats and the sounds coming from 
people allover West Virginia and this country. So, yes, we 
need a thundering herd for health care reform. . I 	 .' 

Thank you all very much. (Applause) 
. I 

(End of speech.) . 	I 
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