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' 
Thank you very much for that warm 

health care. I ' 
I 

I am also delighted to be here with the senator 
from South Dakota,l:senator Daschle, who clearly was the 
motivating force behind this Great Plains~ummit, and who in 
many ways is one of the.finer motivating forces in our health 
care reform in thei Senate. I am very grateful for his 
leaderspip and hisl help throughout this process • 

I am als:o delighted to be here with the other 
.·m~mbers· of the con'gressional· delegations from the states 
surrounding us. ~ am pleased that we have representation 
here from South Da:kota, from North Dakota, and Minnesota, and 
Grantsville, and ~ believe even some people are here from 
Iowa. . '.1 . ',' 

So I wa~t especially to thank the governors who are 
here, the senators who are here, and members of Congress, and' 
Secretary Espy of ithe Department of Agriculture. 

'What I ~OUld like to do is just 'spend a fe~ minutes 
talking generallY,l'about health care reform and elevate it to 
what is generally the most important part of this forum, and 
that is hearing real life experiences and questions of the 
People who are hete., ' ' .I ' 

I • ••It's ~lly k1nd of.- fl.ttl.ng that we are here in 
February as it wa~ February of last year when I think I 
attended my very first forum in Iowa. I went there and had 
the opportunity t~ visit the living room ofa home of a farm 
family. I sat with four farm families and actually. looked at 
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welcome, and it isl80 great for me to be back in South 
Dakota. I am just/thrilled to have this chance to visit with 
as many of you as possible and to hear the stories of 
analysts, who repr~sent so many different' perspectives, about 
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their books. 'They! showed me what their expenses were. They 
talked to me abouticoststhat they face because of health 
care, both becauseiof accidents and injuries which are among 
the highest in agriculture than any of our industries or 
economic activitie~, but also becau~e of the aging of our 
farm families and. the additional health problems that come on 
with that. ! ' 

Then we went to a forum similar to this and heard 
the stories of what people are doing to deal with their 
health care needs. I Occasionally in the last year people lost 
sight of those stories and those p~~~. We have forgotten 
that the reason wei are having this~aay is not because of 
some policy issue in Washington, but because of what is 
happening to millions and millions of Americans every single 
day_ And also because uniquely in our country, among all of 
the other advancedl economies in the world, we do not 
guarantee health,security to anyone, no one. 

, I ' 
Yes, there are those in this gymnasium who are well 

. I
insured today. Your members of Congress have health 
insurance that youl pa~ for because you are their employer. 
You contribute to ~hei~ health insurance, they contribute, 
and they are secure for as long as they are members of 
Congress. ' I 

But therle is no guarantee that they or anyone else 
in this gym will b~ eligible for health insurance at the same 
price next year to! cover the same services that they are 
eligible for todayi. That is what is really driving this 
debate. It is as ~hough we all woke up one morning and 
realized that because some of us were obviously insecure 
the gentleman thatl I just met on the street in Lennox, who 
grabbed my hand, a~d said, "I have worked hard all my life 'and 
I am uninsurable. III ' 

j 

I
Yes, we Iknow there are millions of those Americans 

.. I • . among us, but th1S 1S really the debate about all of us.' And 
what we are going Ito be called upon to do is decide how to 
provide health sec.urity, that can never be taken away, as a 
right of every American. Now, why is that an important 
decision for us td contemplate now? 

, , I . 
It's important for several reasons. It's important 

because we are no~ spending more money in our country than 
Iany,other country;by far, and we don't even guarantee· that 

the ill will be taken care of. ~r their benefies (inaudible).
I 
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~~ don'tguaraqtee that our older Americans will have 

their prescription ,drugs paid for as part of insurance. We 

don't guarantee that we will give the care you need when you 

are in need of it. I . 


I .
And because we are spending more money than any 

i 	 other country, we are taking more money from our government 
at the state and f~deral and local levels and using it for 
h~alth care than forI nearly ' any other expense now. In fact, 
for the first time lever, the state governments spent more' 
money on health ca~e in 1993 than they spent on education. , 
In addition to that, we are taking money out of the pockets 
of our businesses, [both large and small. 

We are a~king businesses that do currently insure 

to pay a much bigg~r proportion of health care costs' than any 

other country asks lits businesses to do. And big business 

may be able t01get jbetter deals for health care than small 

businesses who have to pay sometimes 35 or 40 percent more. 

But all businesses lare paying more than they should be if 

they currently insdre. And businesses which do insure, are 

at a competitive d~sadvantage against,those businesses with 

whom they compete today, who do not insure. 


. I 

Farm fam~lies are being asked not only to pay 
exorbitant rates fdr insurance', but oftentimes at least the 
families that I talked to, they go for a loan to the 
government or the Bank, they are told insurance is one of 
those expenses that they can do without in order to qbr . 
(iRaudible--) large loans. They don't a hun.dred percent tax ~ , v 
deductibility for the insurance costs they pay, and so many ~ 
of them are paying Ihuge premiums or none being able to insur 
sufficiently at al~., ' 

' 

And then/we have the'rather remarkable situation 'in 

which people in this community, and cOII!:ID'¥lities like it all 

over North and Sou~h Dakota, Minnesota~~'ebraska, get up 

every day and go to work and work at jobs that do not provide 

health insurance, ~ut pay taxes that provide health insurance 

to people onwelfale. 


, So what Je have got is a variety of problems in 

many different par~s of the system. And I have said many 

times we have the finest physicians, the finest nurses, 

finest hospitals and clinics in the world. But we have the 

stupidest financing system for health care in the world 

(Applaaser. i . 
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NOw, the~e are a variety of approaches about what 
we can do to fix what is broke and preserve what works and 
build on it. And ~he~e are people on this panel who have 
different ideas about what will or will not work. 

I 

What I wJnt to do is describe briefly what the 
President's approadh is, and try to explain it as simply as 
thoroughly as I cart. Because, as I have said many times when 
someone asks me,'" why is the' President's system so complex! I 
have said,' "Well, let me ask you this: "Why don't you 
(inaudible)," andt.hey even brought a chart about_how the 

I ' '.current system works. ,Because once you dec~de to do that, 
you will realize w~ could ,not design, a more complicated

I ' system than the one we currently have. ~~plause} We could 
not create a syste~ that deliberately tries to eliminate 
people more effectively than the one we currently have. 
~]ause) i ' 

Under thJ president's system most Americans will 
continue to get th~ir health care through the way that they 

. I • •currently do. If ~ou are on Med~care, the Med~care system 
will be preserved and (inaudible). You will receive your 
health care from M~dicare the way you do now. That will not 
change. ~la~e~ What we do want to do is to provide 
some additional beriefits to Medicare recipients so that you 
will have insuranc~ coverage for prescription drugs, and we 

• • ,I t • 

w~ll beg~nto prov~de long-term care so that you\w~ll,not be 
forced into 'a nursing home. You will be able to have options 
like staying at ho~e or going to adult day treatment during 
the day, and it will provide more dignity to older Americans. 
(Applause), (inaUdi~le)! 

If you receive your health care insurance now 
through your employers, that will continue. But instead of 
your employer maybe being out there on his own, negotiating 
with insurance companies, or part of an association that 
tries to get the b~st possible rate, you will be pooled 
through your ,employer into much larger purchasing co-ops. 
And that's the concept that causes some'confusion in 
Washington. 'But it never confused us in Arkansas. We knew 

individual tv like ~elf-employed farmers, to be able to get 

what purchasing co~ops were and what they were used for. And 
what we,are trYing/to do 
opportunity here. 

is to create the same kind of 

I 

It's n6tia new 
government. 5 It iSla way 

bureaucracy, it is not new 
for people, through businesses, and 
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the best possible bargain in the market place so that fora 
change if you are a small business, or you are an 
entrepreneur, or y6u are a rancher, you will get the same low 
cost insurance that now only government and big business are 
entitled to get. (APPtause) .. 

I 

NOw, one Ithing will change. And that is, the 
insurance companies will be prohibited from excluding anyone 
from insurance cov~rage~ ~ You will not have to 
worry about a pre-~xisting condition . ..I1.j'.ou will be insured. 
You will not have t.o worry (iAilUldjhl~r:where, b~cause of the 
way the insurance 60mpany prices insurance, your costs will 
go way up. And yoJ will not have to worry about life-time 

. limits. There will be no more life-time limits on insurance 
• • I

pOl1c1es'i . 

Now, if you are working for an employer, as 
millions of Americans do, that does not contribute to health 
insurance, then th~re will be a change. Because under the 
President's approa6h he wants to be sure every American has 
health insurance. !And we have thought about this very hard 
for a very long ti~e. 

I , And there are only three ways to guarantee that 
every American.has Ihealth insurance. One is to advocate a 
(inaudible), ang ~.t~he~rs have advocated strongly that we have 
a single(in~~-r"ln which taxes will replace the 
insurance costs and all individuals will be covered. That is 
a very important alternative that many people believe in 
strongly. It is what sometimes the insured (inaudible) has 
referred to as the icanadian system. For a number of reasons 
the President did not decide to go in that direction. But 
that is an honest ~ay of achieving guaranteed health coverage
for every Amer ican.J . ',,' . 

I 

, A second Iway of trying to do that is through what 
is called an individual mandate in which every American would 
be required to go dut into the insurance market place and buy 
insurance the way Some states require you to buy auto 
insurance. We looked at that very closely because it does 

i recognize that unl~ss everybody is required to be in the 
.' I' •1nsurance pool, then you cannot be sure that everybody 1S 
covered, and you ca:nnot be sure that some people will not 
continue to escapeltheir responsibility and other people wili 
pay more than they Ishould. 

. I 
The problem with the individual approach is that 

I 
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I many employers currently do help provide health insurance. 

If it were not obligated that they do so, but instead that 
the individual hadi. to do so, many employers understandably 
would stop contributing to health insurance. Also, it would 
be very difficult" Ias, it is with auto insurance, to keep.
track of every individual, to make sure they did have 
insu:r:ance. 1 ." 

~~ we recognize what we would have to help pay 
for millions of pebple who could not afford on their own to 
buy insurance, where would we set the cutoff?' If we set it 
at people who make I twice as much as what poverty requires, 
what about the people who make a dollar more than that? And 
if we subsidize some individuals, but not others, aren't we 
providing a disinc~ntive for those people to continue 
working? Exactly the opposite of what we want to achieve. 

, , I 

The third way to make sure everybody has health 
insurance is to' dol what works for 100 million Americans now, 
to maintain private insurance, but to eliminate the 
discriminatory pra¢tices of insurance companies and to have 
employers and empl9yees both contribute, but recognizing that 
we have to get the Icosts down for small businesses, to give 
discounts so that small businesses would be paying very 
little for their c6ntribution•. If everybody is in, then 
nobody has the competitive advantage over anybody else. And 
that is the approa6h the President decided to pursue.

! 

If we are 
I ' 

able to get everyone into the health care 
system, we will begin to be able to control the costs. But 
that will not be enough for many parts or rural America like 
the states that are I represented ' here. We have to be sure 
that there is medi6al care out there to be taken advantage 
of. We want to give everyone a health security card so that 
you know you are erttitled, as an American citizen, to health 
care. But we alsoiwant to be sure you have a place to use 
it. 

So we are going to do a lot of things to try to 
provide more physi6ians and physician assistants, and nurse 
practitioners in rJral areas. We are going to be working 
very hard to give ~xtra funding to hospitals and clinics that 
serve rural areas, land we are going to be promoting 
technology so that) 'as I have seen, a doctor in one small 
town can actually hold up an x-ray that can be read in the 
medical school 400lmiles away. That is within our reach 

, 
I 


I 
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if we work on that~ 
'I 

SO there! are many, many ideas in the President's 
plan that will help rural America. And what we are hoping is 
that as this debate goes forward, each of us will listen very 
carefully to what people 'say, to be able to cut through all 
the rhetoric. Listen carefully when someone says they 
believe in universal access but they don't say coverage or 
insurance. I beli~ve in access also, but I want to make sure 
that I can afford to be accessed. We all have (~pplause) 
access right now tb a Cadillac or a Mercedes Benz, but that 
doesn't mean you are going to be able to afford it. ' 

I , 

So we ne~d to be sure that we. are talking about the 
right issue, guaraflteeing health care coverage to every 
American. And we fleed to be sure that we know when people

• I • ' run ads w1th actor~ pretend1ng to be concerned about the 
President's health1care plan, who they really represent, and 
what their real agenda is. Because the truth is that if we 
do nothing, all th~ choices as Americans in our health care 
system will.contin¥e to decrease. 

I 
I was tatking to the physician and.the physician 

assistant at the clinic here .in Lennox who were telling me 
that every d?lY they have patients who call up and say, "My 
employer just changed the health care plan and I can no 
longer come to seelyou.tt 

The President's plan guarantees that it will be the 
patient, not the employer, not the insurance company, and not 
the government,wh6 has the real choice about what doctors 
(Applause)' (inaudible)." I 

~ 
, We ha& t~ied in the past to achieve health care VA. 

reform and we have:..g:ee- some very distinguished members ofUAlVUtl 
Congress who worked very hard on this issue.. senator Ga"ay.-...~~
has been dedicated Ito health care reform (Applause). But, 
you know, we have ~ried and failed before. 

1 

Franklin IRoosevelt thought Social Security was the 
first step and health security the second step. Because even 
back then he knew that if we didn't have real health 
security, it was 99in9 to cost us more than it should to take 
care of people. j , 

Harry Truman tried really hard, as only President 
Truman could. .And Iin fact 1;. have gone back and read some of 
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h1S speeches, and they make us look real tame. He ran after 
people f4naudi~and named names, but he couldn't get it 
done because the special interests were arrayed against him, 
and he wasn't ablelto get his legislation passed. 

I
President Nixon had a very far-reaching health care 

reform proposal very much like this President's. It built on 
the employer-employee system and required employers and their 
employees, just aslwe do, to contribute. Every time a ' 
president, Democrat or Republican, and members of Congress 
have come together Ito try to deal with health care and to try 
to give every Amerfcan the same security that the richest 
among us have, they have been defeated. You can see the 
battle lines being Idrawn in Washington over this latest 
effort. 

, . I. . . i iThe d1fference 1S, though, that th1s t1me m lIons 
of Americans under~tand what is at stake. They are tired of 
paying more and more for less choice and less care. They are 
tired of seeing th~ir needs expand and their coverage 
contract because they have a disease that makes them 
uninsurable or rai~es their costs. And they are tired, as 
business owners, 0* footing the bill. ' 

So this ~ear we will have health care reform and it 
will finally, once land for all, solve the problem that too 
many Americans fac~ and that all of us could face tomorrow or 
next year. It will ~arantee health security now and into 
the future as a right for Americans. Thank you very much. 
~). I 

I 
~ speech was eoncladed.).

I 

* * * * * 
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