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MRS. CLINTON: . Thank you 'very much, Har~is. (Applriuse.)
• " I 	 ,

I am dellghted to be here wl'th Senator and Mrs. Wofford and Governor. 
Casey and all the rest of yoJ who at~ gathered on this campus of 
Pennsylvania state Universiti. ' .' ' 

;,,' 

When Senator Wofford called and asked me to come and 
participate in this c6nference, I immediately thought that it would' 
be a good idea, because as Go1vernor Casey has just said, in many' . 
respects the march toward fa~ingreality ~nd reformingo~r health 
care system in this country, sitarted right here in, Pennsylvania with' 
the election of Senator Wofford, and it has continued through the' 
efforts of Governor Casey 'and! the w,ork he's doing at the state level. 

, 	 'j 

But I also woul~ have been terribly remiss not to have 
accepted, since I'm sure my f'lather, who is a Penn State alum, and my 
brother, who is a Penn State alum, would have thought that any call 
by the Nittany Lion, whether rbout health care or anything else, had' 
to be responded to. (Laughter.) SO,forboth policy and familial 
r~asons, lam delighted to b~ here at Penn state, Ha~risburg. 
(Applause.) . I , . 	 . 

I had a wonderfJI visit in South Philadelphia earlier. 
I visited the st. Agnes Medidal'~enter, talked with members ofth~' 

6 	 t . . L.

staff and patlents there, and, heard what lam hearlng from people all 
over the country and what i ~eard again at , lunch.. And that is that,' 
in this richest of all count~ies, there, is a growing sense of . 
personal vulnerability and personal insecurity because of the way our 
health care system has failed us. And that no matter how we look at 
the problem of providing qua~ity health care~toevery A~erican, no 
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matter what point of view we lm~gh't.pring .to this conference about 
what the best way to do that rlgh~·be, we know two things. 

First of all, werc:~nn0t go on the way we have. been' 
going. We do not have a system rif health care in America. .We-have a 
patchwork, broken-down systeml..• Asa.geritleman said to me this 
morning at st. Agnes -- a medic~l doctor -- he said, "You ~now~ 
there's that old saying: If lit ain't broke, don't fix it.'" He'~aid, 
"This system is broken and debperately needs to be fixed." Ue said,. 
"If I were talking about it~b a pati~nt~ I would say that ·it:iiiri 
intensive care and we're not, beeing t,he. kindef vitalsi,gns.that '.' 
would lead us to believe it ~ll~ recover." And I think". t6af that .. isI .... . ',' .' 
a fair assessment from those ~ho:are on the fro~t lines, eith~ras 
patients or as providers. .' I' . 

And the second thing ~e know is that we.,i~ ~lreadyI .., • . . ... ' 
spending more money than any ~atlon on earth ,ln both absolute and 
relative terms, but we are nofdoing fl' good job in providing the kind 
of health care' that that money should provide. We,have to face up to 
the costs in this system, and lwe have'to have the cour~ge ,bJ talk 
about that openly, as all of you are preparedto,do thls afternoon. 
And we have to recognize thatl:there will need to .be chang~s .in our 
health care delivery and financing systems if we are going'to control 
costs. And that controllirig dosts is a: necessary first st'ep in not 
only providing universalacce~stohealthcare for all A~~ricans~ but. 
in beginning to eliminate tha~sense-of vulnerability and personal . 
insecurity that affects all A~ericans, even those currently with • 

insurance. • . ,I ;......'. '. " 
So I want to salute those of yeu who ha~eput this 

conference together, to thank1senat6r:wofford and Governor case~. 
And to pledge, on behalf of the President and the Vice President and 
all those in the Clinton~Gore ~dministration, their absolute . 
commitment to ~oing.wha~. is ne;cessar¥',"despite howtough,~twill be" 
to present leglslatlon ln May ~~at wlil hold.out thepromlse of ~ new 
health care system for all Amerlcans, and then get about the buslness. 
of trying to implement it .so that we can see it in actionsometime'by 
the end of this year. I 

I-
Thank You very mUfh.(APPlause.1 

I " , . END 2:10 P.M. EST 
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