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JULY 22, 1996 

Today, we celebrate \the fourth and final installment in a• 
series of exhibitions of Twentieth century American 
Sculpture at the Wh~te House. As most of you know, this 
exhibit in the Jacqueline Kennedy Garden was inspired, in 
ipart, by Mrs ~ Onassits and her extraordinary artistic and 
:cultural contributidns to the White ,House. There is no 
place mo~e appropria~e for this celebration of American art 
ihan in the gardennrmed in her honor. , 

The 12 pieces in thib exhibition represent the diverse• I.. ' ...!, ' 
r~s~ons and r~ch talents of sculptors from the Northeastern 
part of our country.! Many of these sculptures have been 
inspired by the Northeastern landscapes andenvirbnments. 
rhesculptors have ihcorporated such items as twigs from a 
~ackyard~old tires,!pennies, leaves, and sardine skeletons 
into their works.' Tom otterness created his bronze 
~culpture "Head" with the intention of using New York's Wall 
Street as a backdrop1 . ' 
I 	 I 
The President and 'I believe that art should be accessible to 
~veryone because it <han offer each of us a deeper 
Understanding of our \lives and of the r.ich cultural 
traditions we share ~s a nation and a people. Art can make 
qur spirits soar and\remind us of our powers to imagine and 
to create. ' . I·

'. It . t j.'... h t thII g~ves me grea sa~~sfact~on and JOY to know t a e 
thousands of visitors whbpass through the White House have 
been and will be abl~ to look out the Colonnade window and 
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share 
, 
in the extraordinary power of these SCUlptures.

I, 

, Tlhis exhibition also .. llcel~brates the s'culptors themselves. 
Alme Tucker once said "All art requires is courage." So on 
behalf of the President and myself, I would like to thank' 
the artists who are f'eatured in this exhibit .. I I 

, ,. j 
o 	 II would also like to thank and recognize the people, who have 

, made thiS exhibit pos~ible. It took enormous generosity,. 
. d$dication, and wisdok to make this happen. 

, ! ' ,1 ' 
[Speci~l thanks to Marcia Tucker and the staff of The New Museum 
of contemporary Art who cu~ated and orgariized this exhibit; the 
Iris a~d B. Gerald Cantor toundation; J. Carter Browri; the 
lending institutions; Whit~ House Preservation committee and the 
White House Historical Ass6ciation; White House Curator Rex 
scoutert; The Association or Art Museum Directors) 
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