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Thank|you. Thank you.  Thank you, very much.
great honor- and pleasure for me to join you this
m . someone who 1s a great fan of thls Museum and a’
he Cantors‘

ve an occa51on such as thls where we: celebrate both
want to add ny. word of  thanks to thls Museum and

: ,very exc1t£ng to see the plans for this. and to
‘a Aontributlon 1t will make to the. contlnulng greatness

in 'Bernie have over the years stood behlnd so many
causes in health care and education. And tonight, we
eir contrlbutlon to the arts. What they have dcne by

we celebrate ton;ght I must say, though, it.is
bittersweet moment, for those of us who care

he arts in |our country. 'Because, there is, as you
ovement underway to undermine the cultural

11;§ta11 of you 1n thls room are upholdlng by your




¢ hat there are those among us who do not

tthis Museum represents - what it stands for. And
n-that, do not understand that our democracy depends
W'We are witne951ng a full-scale assault on publlc
\a.arts which [in many ways is misguided and ‘
‘Oone of the great accomplishments of the arts in

at it truly has become part of the public domain.

i

lce sible to all, firing the’ 1mag1natlons of all. . I was
;that Bernie saw his first Rodin here in 1945 and look where
-~ There is a proud tradition in our country of both
vate: nd public support - a unique partnershlp unlike what
&i ~many other- ‘countries not only in modern. times but going
hrough history. Where art was either the domain of the

‘ £ the prlvate. But instead, in: Amerlca there has been

as elped to bring aft to millions, of Amerlcans who would
Ha therwise enjoyed it.

Zpublic support for the!arts. I hope you will contlnue to do
*-acause we cannot afford to retreat from that commitment.

& \ould argue strongly, that, contrary to what some say,
'Mb.i support for the arts is a luxury we can no longer
d; hat - it 1s, 1nstead a nec9551ty for the contlnulng

, is particularly 1ron1c that those who bemoan the loss of
11 y and character and the loss of values in America are the
‘recommend obllteratlng the federal agencies, in many
tting back on state and local support, responsible for

our. cultural traditions.

for those %ho at one hand, claim they support our
raditions and Western civilization but who on the other
uld not support the kind of exhibition that would brlng to
ose very' tradltloné and roots; are 11v1ng, in my view, a
onic way of. demanding we do what they say, without
ggnizing how important| it is to give other people the chance
ve the same experience that they have had. . ;
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: hy«tail;to appreciate what every generation of Americans

ntuitively ‘known, tnat our artistic imagination is critical
Ysurieivilization and our demdcracy. So I hope that, as we =

J' nk about'this Museum tonight and the contribution of the

: we:iwill think about ways that each of us can try to

he traditlons reépresented. And we will think, too,

oday, thanks to thelpartnershlp between publlc and private
'the art; wzll always be there. Yes, we have hard
But let
r what really lies at the root of greatness as a people
esting in our. future,]carlng about the best of our

: And let’s not turn our back on that kind of legacy.

ith,your help, your generosity, your energy and your
Aommitment, I don’t think{we will, but I know this is a
lenging time. I personally wanted to be here this evening to
the Cantors, to thank the Museum'and to thank all of you
‘atanding ‘up on behalf of the arts in America. Thank you all.
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