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'llHE WH.ITE HOUSE 

Jf the Press Secretary 

: '. . Remarks by . 
· I'irst~adyj-Hillar.y R9dham Clinton 

12Sth Anniversary Celebration of the 
....... Hetropblitan Hus.eum of Art 

. .1 New York,' N~W' 'York 

I. 	 .. ' . 
.Thank 1you. Thank you. Thank you, very much. 

t.honor ~nd pleasure for me to join you this 
·someone who .is a great fan of this Museum and a' 

. cantors. 1 .' , " 

an occasion such as this where we celebrate both 
.want to add my, word. of' thanks to this Museum and 

have subported it,nurtur~d it, "loved it, . 
""·<!<', ....".\:.. where it isl todaY: ~ have' just h~d. a~ opportunity 

·~t'\"·I'\1"lll'\sed new galler1es,' for the exh1b1t10n of the 
":"~"l:!l.., ... ,:.Greek and Roman 'art, as I was told, the finest 

'~.the westernlhemisPhere.,. '. ' , . 
'1\" "I 	 " 
~':-very excit,ing to see the 'plans for this and to 

ibution,!it will make to 'the continuing greatness 
• .-:::None of this would be possible without all of you 
patrons 	andl supporters of. this Museum. And.' , 

, two people who have be~n: especially important~ 

,";' 'f 
;Bernie have over the years stood behind so many 
es in health care and education. And, tonight, we 

!!",::.~l._•.•. contribution to the arts ~ What they' have done by 
tY,has not lonly meant that' literally millions of 

IGur.a,\,'I"";5t::U enhanced by their eye~ ·their passion, their 
it has ~lso,.Ibelievej served to spur others. to 

with their own love of art. 

'celebrat~ tonig:ht, I mus:tsay, though, it, is" 
.bittersweet moment, for those of us who care 
· arts in/our country. Because, there is, as you 

l··+.II'I'\'lI'A..... 	 t underway to undermi·ne the cuItura 1 
of y6u in this room 'are .upholding by your 
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. ': . there/ are. those among us ~hOdO' not 
;'what'this Museum represents- what 1t stands for. And 

>th'arf:that, do notl un~erstand that our democracy depel}ds 
lture.)~:~~e are witm?ss:lng a full-sca~e a~sault on pub11c . 
:of<.the.;:'arts which j1n many ways is m1sgu1ded and 

formeC1'~ ~'..J,' One of the g:reat accomplishments of the. arts il} 
. it truly :has become' part of the pub11C doma1n. 

"'to all, fi/ring the imaginations of all. . I was 
, Bernie saw his fiirst Rodin here in 1945 and look where 

'GIIJ.'tf"''-''''. "r-There is a pr,oud tra~ition in our ,?ountrr of both 
public suppor~ -: a un1que pa~t.nersh1p u~11ke what . 

many other·count:r1es notonlr 1n modern t1~es but g01ng 
history. Wh~re art was e1ther the doma1n,of the ' 

""',IL"'''',.'''::''''''· the private. I Bilt instead, in, America there has been 

t is thanks, In large, part, to far"'-sighted people; 
Il'A'>!,vt'lu1"Aelves in both the public and the private sector. ,The 

to bring ai;t to miTlions.of Americans who would 
iseenjoyed it.· 

, . 'I .' . 
S ~upported artists and teachers, students, men, women 

, whose dailyllives have ~eentransform7dby their 
great art .. Ar;td I ,would l1ke to thank B1ll Lures and 
, an4 the members of the business committee and all 

have raised your voices in the last months on. behalf 
support for the jarts ~ 'I hope you will continue to do 

we cannot afford to retreat from that commitment •. 
I' . 

argue strongty, th~t, contrary to what some say, 
nnnrr for the arts is a luxury we can no longer 

,~tis, inst~ad, a necessity for the continuing 
vitality ofthur community of'culture in this 

.,~. , . / ' , ' 

. s particularly ironic that those who bemoan the loss of 
"and character and the loss of values in America are the 
'recommend Obliterating the federal agencies, in many 
1ng back on stat~ and local suppor.t, responsible for 
. our cultural traditions • 

.:~;,' le, the GreLk and Roman exhibition that is being 
now, for those ~ho at one hand, claim they support our 

tion~and Wektern civilization but who on the other 
not support.th~ kind of exhibition that would bring to 

i;f7.lOJnOSe verY'tradition~ and roots; are living, in my view, a 

way of demandiing we do what they say, without . 

how import~ntl it is to give other people the chance 

same exper1ence th(it they have had. . .' , 
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...... appreciate what every generation of Americans 
ively:known, t*at ouX; artistic imagination is critical 

ilization and our democracy. So I hope that, as we 
t:.:this Museum t9night, and the contribution of .the 

twill think ab0,ut ways that each of us can try to 
traditionsr~presented. And we will think, too, 
thechildrenj two hundred to three hundred thousand 

. . :to this ¥useum. The potential artists" and 
'lovers and patrons of the arts of the future. 

,sur~ that thiir potential for appr~ciating what we 
";'thanks to-the Ipartnership between public and private 

art; will a~ways be there~ Yesj we have hard 
make in Amer~ca; yes, they are 'challenging. But let 

a6IJIII:I~UJ"'" .what really lies at the root of greatness as a people
inq'in our.future,lcaring about the best of our' 
, . ./ ,,::And let's not turn our back, on that kind of legacy. 

" r'belP, your/I generosity, your energy an.d your 
..... , ......,... , ..~:I' don't think we will, but r know this is a 

. time. I personally w~nted to be here this evening to 
'. , to thahk the Museum'and to thank all of you 
,-:~p on behalfiof the arts in America. Thank you alL 
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