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REMARKS TO THE*NICRRAGUAN INSTITUTE FOR WOMEN
i HANAGUA; NICARAGUA .

MRS. CLINTON: . Thank you.allgﬁor_gathering here this
afternoon and honoring me with your presence. It is the first
time I have been to your| country; and it is one year to:the day
that Vice President Gore was here to attend the Central ‘American
Environmental Summit.. We both happened to come to. Nlcaragua on.
Dia |de la Raza, a day of| celebration commemoratlng both the
voyage of Columbus and the rich.indigenous cultures of this

hemisphere. T did-not know:before I planned my trip that. yourvu‘”“%

Ameflcan visitors from Washlngton chose the same day in October.

to be here. But.I am. dellghted ‘to..be able“to come to thls
country, to see with my Pwn eyes, the progress that you are’
maklng. This country and all of Central America is both the

your President, she embodles the Splrlt and the w111 of the‘
peogle of Nzcaragua and’of ‘Central America, as all of you work
together to find a future of . peace understandlng and’ cooperatlon.

N

We are 11v1ng in a Flme of momentous change around our fizfiﬁﬁu}u;"

world, as dictatorships land tyrannies give way.to more .open,.. .
tolerant societies and n%w respect for human rights. Nlcaragua
is a vital force in the march ‘to democracy that has transformed,
'this continent -and is 1ransform1ng the world.

Over the past flvepyears, your country, under the leadership
of your President, has guided this nation from war to peace, from
lelsion to recon0111atﬂon, from conflict to tolerance,. from
economlc stagnation to recovery During the President’s tenure,
democratlc institutions lare taking root, instances of human
rlghts abuses by securlty have greatly dlmlnlshed and political
v1olence has virtually dusappeared All Nlcaraguans can be very
proud of the progress tﬂat has been achieved in the face of great
economic obstacles. ‘ T T : :

I know I speak for %any in the Unlted States and truly
around the world when. I |say how much I admire your President’s
splrlted and compass1onate leadership and your people's courage‘
and [commitment to fOllOWlng this path. g
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I have come here- tobay to. convey -in the strongest terms the
United States’ commitment to the people and government of S
Nicaragua. Many of you un this room have made great sacrifices . -
to l@unch your country on the path . .to .democracy;- freedom, and.
prosperlty f : : . :

Many of you have engured great hardshlp as your nation has
struggled to shift from. a closed economy to a market economy.

You have shown the resilience and determination needed to
achleve true economic progress and political freedom. And I want
to assure you today that| the United States and the President w1ll .
conthnue to stand by you| as your nation: works. to -improve the .. i
lives of all of.its. people and:.of the prosperity here and
throughout our hemlsphere.

I will be in: Paraguay for a meetlng ‘in a few days wlth women :
from all over our, hemlsphere., The first time we met together: Was- i
almost a year ago in. Miami- durlng the Summlt of the Amerlcas.

It was at that summlt that the democratlc natlons of North
Central, and South America -and the.Caribbean: region.set forth an - ..
agenda to promote prosperlty through trade; 1n1t1at1ves, TanTe e g e
1nvestments in people,: and more. effective government,.. - 2t

. The United States’ ob]ectlve was expressed in the Summit’s
Declaration of Prlnc1ples and:Action: Plan: : support for: democracy FEN
and democratlc reform;.. the 1mplementatlon of free_market : ST e
reforms, the allev1at10n oft. poverty, 1nvestment in people and BET
the protectlon of..the. env1ronment ~-»a11 principles te-which.our . =+
country remains.; commltted today.

It was also at that|Summ1t, and: I.think-it: was no- accidentd G R umer s
that| the only woman: PreSLdent in.the" hemlsphere, your*Pr851dent RIS
urged her colleagues-to. commlt to.aigoal-of: strengthening the vi;uig,
rolel of women and girls throughout the hemlsphere. '

I want to thank: your Pre51dent and all of you for supportlng
her 1n that effort =~ for reminding our political leaders that
prosperlty, democracy and social progress cannot be sustained in
countries where women and girls are not valued as full and equal
partners in soc1ety.

As the Miami Summlt‘made clear -- and, as the recent United
Natlons Fourth World Conference on Women made clear again == |
democracy, economic prosperlty, and 5001a1 justlce go hand in
hand A T , ‘

%

Today, too. many natlons waste prec1ous resources on bulldlng
weapons of mass deetructlon, staging wars, and doing violence to

basic human rights. Too|often, natural resources are destroyed, R
and human ones exploited through socially" irresponsible. l:neha.\uor.~-z.‘_,:«,;s SO
Today, too much-itime.:is. epent in- pursult of: power: 1nstead of in .. Lo
pursuit of peace and proqperlty STV RV I TS I R TR T
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No single nation is-|to blame. -.Every nation needs to.do more .
for lts people -~ espec1ally for ‘girls and women. And that means
ensuring that women =-- along with -men =--: have access to health -
care9 education,” jobs, credlt -and- are free. from violence and
allowed to part1c1pate fully in the pOllthal life of their
countrles. A - ST ,

fSome of you, llke me, had the opportunlty to attend the
women’s conference in Beijing last month. It was an
extraordinary coming together of women and men from all over the
world -~ an historic. gatherlng that succeeded in bringing. world
attentlon to the issues that matter most ‘to the. lives of -Wwomen:
and their famllles -wgg s HW;“%;;U@ﬁhzﬁﬁw:w@Mmim" o

LY

'In d01ng so, 1t gave ‘voice. to the v01celess.~— women in
every country who -are the backbone of their families, yet are
denled the basic opportunltles of comprehensive health care,
educatlon and training,: jobs, decent wages, and. access to credlt
and even the chance to enjoy ba31c legal and human rlghts.;

There were some —--even 1n my own country<——~who doubted el ot s
that anything 51gn1f1canq .would be accomplished:in Beijing. 3But*d ‘o
the conference- did achieve a: remarkable consensus::about what:is i-:..
needed to improve the lljes of women around the world

The document that:mores than.: lBOJnatlons endorsed reflects a.
new understandlng that: 1mprOV1ng ‘the:lives of women.makes for.~
strong, healthy,-and- lovrng families =~-i'and.: that :in turn;i-if-
famllles are strong, communltles and:natlons w1ll be’ strong: as< :
well. o W vl SRt o TR e e i

As I sald An Bel]lnq che 51ngle most~1mportant message T
ech01ng forth from that.conference is that human rights are
women’s rights -- and wom%n S rlghts are human rlghts."

RS g R S [ Ty v -
Now, we nust_.take: 1hat consensus and move forward w1th 1t
The vision of the: women’s| conference will -be realized. only-if: we"
commit ourselves in our dally lives to address1ng the challenges
that |still confront us here in Nicaragua, in my own country, and
around the globe. Governments play a vital role in improving the
lives of women, espec1a]ly children, boys and girls.. But
governments cannot act alone. Strong partnerships with the
private sector, the NGO community, have been essential in the

past, and they will be even more so in the years ahead.

Individual c1tlzens will have to play their role in -
familles, work places,: and :civil. soc1ety to - support democracy s
promise of pos1t1ve change. E e TS T S VA S L

But I belleve 1f we are commltted to worklng together much

as your delegation in Beljlng worked together, we can succeed 1n
improving lives for .all: people,xbut particularly- for girls -and- BRI
women and assure-:that. they flnally attaln thelr rlghtful place R SR E h
and p051t10n in . society.- » - R R A . o
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Here in your countxy;fstrong women, ‘like you, ‘through your -
many accomplishments in|the areas of microenterprise, education,
health, business, government, academia have been instrumental in =
natzonal recon0111atlon% ‘democracy, and economic growth. ‘

|
And your government,:under the.leadership of your Pre51dent
has made a strong commltment to the klnd ‘of human invéstments in:
people, endorsed in Mlamﬁ and in Beijing.

Reducing maternal and child mortallty through 1mproved
prlmary health 'care and |prenatal care i§-'a national priority of
your government, ‘and I am proud that the United States, through
the |Agency for- Internatlonal Development;“is Sipporting that.
effort. That is a crlthal first step to ensure that all chlldren
are born as healthy as- they can. be and all mothers 11ves are -
protected. L s N e

P B T S DRI . . L L I ) . s N
‘ - .o e ® o i « . - v N . .

Opening the dédrs'of learnlng to: glrls ‘and women is a
crlblcal step that Nlcaragua has taken more quickly and boldly
than many other countries. ':At- the’ same “time; I have learneéd-that
keepung children- 1n$school‘rema1ns at problem.%;For that reason,bv S
one of our countries largest progects Here 'is in* worklng w1th the T
Ministry of Education; to- 1mprove the quality ‘of primary’ ‘ R
educ%tlon. A

Because so many - natlons ‘in our ‘hemisphere - share a iconcern
about the quality of educatlon, partlcularly that available for
poor! and rural children;{ it was agreed ‘at the:Miami;Summit to -
create a hemlspherlc ‘Partriership for: Education Reform. : ITtuig
called PERA, and’ it: w111‘create arnétwork“of ipublic dnd: privaté iih
1nst1tut10ns workingiiin: concertfto ‘assure: that“chlldren ot only g
receive schoollng' but"r z e
global economy .* s

Your government has also commltted 1tse1f to protectlng and*7>?“*ﬁﬁ
respecting human'-rights-<: ‘which “dncludes the: rlght of all) women+
to 11ve free from v1olence inside and outside of their homes.' "I
was very glad to learn recently that the Ministry of Public
Health has established a|spec1al commission to address the issue
of domestlc v1olence,'whlch affects women not only in this .
country, not only in my country, but in every country around the
world. :

We are discovering here in Nicaragua and in many other
countrles, that 1nvest1ng in people, particularly girls and :
women, and I repeat that’|because ‘this a relatively new lesson for - -
many]ln the world to have learned, but:.thoseé :investments-in girls - akfz
and women, in their" health ‘care and in their educatlon, yields 7' 7
greater dividends ‘than - ary other kinds of investment a nation can
make. : :

Earlier today,: I v151ted a communlty bank here in Managua.
That |bank is controlled: by 34 women ‘who- borrow ‘modést ‘amounts of
money to invest ‘in’ thelr!own businesses. * They :also make sure '




that everybody pays. back what. 1s owed. And, in stark contrast to ..

the payback rates - in my own contra, all these women have. paid

their loans back, their repayment rate is 100 percent, which
shoulld be the envy of any commercxal bank. ;

on a small scale, but very 51gn1flcantly, these women are
taking control. of their own lives, and the destinies of’
thedselves and their chilldren. And in so doing, they are not
only bringing greater prosperlty to themselves, to their
famﬁlles, and their communltles, but I could see the prlde in
theﬂr eyes, I could hear’the accomplishment in their voices as
-they[told me. what they ‘had achieved, as they had made these’ loans

turn into bu51nesses for themselves., e e e e e e
r : : : S

Women like that w111 become not only income earners, but .
will be more committed: tp their own families . and-their - s
communities and will want to make a difference through the
polltlcal process and in 01v11 SOClety

The program.I: v151ted 1s run by a non governmental e e s e
organlzatlon that,USAID. is proud to.support. It .has proven, that ERPR PSS
women are not only ‘good credit risks, but that those small

businesses can grow and addlng one to the other, can contribute
to national economic growth. Nearly 100 community banks, like
the lone I saw, have been| established in only 18 months and some
6000 individuals, mostly| women, are benefltlng.

I have seen this klnd of publlc—prlvate partnershlp ceyE e miee g
replicated in many other| countrles, including my own. Thls
morning here 'in Managua,| when I asked the women with whom I was
meetling if they ‘had.any, questlons, one:women: said,- I. knowryou.met
with women in India:who are doing what we. are: d01nq, .tell us. ;.
about them. I could«hardly catch.my.. breath -because - for -me the e
idea that women here were thlnklng about what was happenlng half-
way around the world, that they were.. .finding;common ground -that -« - -0 -
they‘were seeing- that -women everywhere hayve:.so much in common .as. e
we aFtempt to make .our own lives with dignity and pride, was very
moving to me.

We took a picture of all the women I was with and I told
them I would send it to the women I met in India, because I
wanted the women in India to see the faces of the womeh in
Nicaragua who themselves| are building their own futures.

Thls is just one example of what we can do together, when we
get beyond conflict, when we put away the terrible tragedy of
war, when we overcome the obstacles that too often divide us,
then| we are able.to.worki together to find ways to help 1lift each
other out of poverty andjdependency, and 1nto self- rellance.

Nicaragua is also mov1ng forward in "another ‘area, the
part1c1patlon of women. 1n political. life.: . Many. women now claim ...
places in the halls of governmentu- from the top,: with your . .- :
Preshdent on down. This bodes well, not’ only for women, but for

i
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the! entire democratic process,_because 1t does rely on the"
participation and- experlence of all’ 1ts c1tlzens

My country 'has been an active partner of yours because we
believe in the democratlc mission you have begun. We also
believe that as democra01es in this hemisphere we share many of
the|aspirations and con?erns for the future.

Qur two nations, along with our neighbors, depend on each
other in ways’large and]small. Decisions, for example, about the
Central American forests can have serious consequences to the
north and the south. An outbreak of cholera in Peru can threaten
Central America just as!outbreak of dengue fever here can
threaten the health of tens of millions of people in the United
States or Canada. Open markets and free trade contribute to the
prosperlty of all natlons. Thé success of democracy in each
country strengthens dem?cracy in all countries.

Throughout the 1980'5, Central America struggled to overcome
the |human suffering that accompanies war, injustice, and economic
deprlvatlon. Vast sums]of money were spent to try to return

stablllty to this region.

Now peace is here. | Now democracy faces its truest test.

Now is no time for |those here and abroad who support the
Nlcaraguan struggle for |democracy and freedom to turn their backs
on thls brave country. |We must remain steadfast in support of
your efforts. '

We must take the message that through better health,
education, and good jObS men and women can build stronger
families, stronger commuhltles, a stronger Nicaragua.

We must see that through democratic reconciliation and
investments in people, Nlcaragua is building a stronger national
famlly.

And we must see that as the Nicaraguan family unites, and as
your economy grows, your nation will continue to be a vital
partner in the hemispherlic family of democracies. We admire your
courage and your conv1ctﬁon We applaud your commitment as you
move through these processes, that are not easy, cannot be
accompllshed overnight. !But as women, perhaps we have more of
an understanding of how time sometimes must be given its due,
that we have to continue worklng through the difficult times
because we believe so strongly in the vision of the future we are
trying to create.

Glrls and women throughout the world are responding to the
challenges of economic opportunlty and democratic participation.
I have seen in this very very short visit some of what you are
doing here. I hope some| day soon, to be able to return to see
for myself even more. : ' '




|'T bring to you not jonly the strong appreciation, but the
worq of friendship and partnership, not only from women in the

‘ United States, but from jall pecople who support and admire your
couﬁtry's passage and will stand with you as you make it.

God bless you all and thank you'very much.

#H#




