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FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAK CLINTON 

REMARKS TO THEI NICARAGUAN INSTITUTE FOR WOMEN 
. fAGUA, .NICARAGUA .. 

, MRS. CLINTON: ,'Tha~k y~uallfor gatheri.ng here t,his 
afteirnoon and honoring mle with your presence. It is the first 
tim~ I. have be7n to yourl" country" .?In.? i~ is one,yeCl~,.to:~he day" 
that V1ce Pres1den~, Gorewashere,to~:tt:~nd the Cent;:al !Un~rican 
Envi1ronmental sumlll.1t., w1e both, happen~d' to, come to N19aragua" on, , 
Dia Ide la Raza, a day or celebration commemorating both the " 
vOY9ge of Columbus fU1d,'t.ite;.rich"indigeJ1ousc.:~I't.:ures gf,t,his ',,' 
hem~~phere: . I did Dotk;now,,: before, I, pl<:inneq. my trip, ;i;-l1)i,t, y,our' 
AmeIj1can V1s1tors frolll wla~h1ngt,w:cl1(?se; :the si:\,lUe" day 1,1;1 ?<:=:tpber", , 
to lie here. But.~, am, del1ghted to,.' be able to c9m~toth1s ',;; ,"" 
country, to see w1th my bwn eyes, the progress that you are 
mak~ng. This country an1d all of 'Central America is both the 
bri9ge that unites the <=~or;1:inentand: ,tpe crossro?<3s of our many 
ethnic histories, and tral~1tio.ns. - ';' ' ", , " '" "" 

J - ",,' i-' <. '", . ,,: ,,,, , ' " c ," ': • ' 

I I feel especiaLJ.y:pri.yil~.ge.cl,.!:o;h~ye~pe:1!~ tl~~:t;a,l!tl,llg ,wit;h 

your; President,~9P'e, el1l~qd1est:l1e~: !5P1r,1 t-:ancL the will of the' 

peo~le of Nicaragua ~nd pfcentral America, aS,al1 of you work' 

tog~ther to findaf~tWt:leof;p~?':ge:~uDge.r~t:aD~~n9 .~n~ ,c.9()p_er~:t;ion ~ 


. ,~.,: ;', .~.~'-.:. '.: <'r~<J :.:(.::?'.':.":; ,"~';' '<": "-} :':~~" ',: :r: ';,: ',:::- '. ... .' '.~~' ~l .~ ,.', :-: '-r" 

We are l1y.;tpg:; 1,11 ,a r1m~of",momentol:1s 9.J:lange a:r:o':lDq),oU:r" i' "'", ' 

wor~d, as dictatorships landt:yrannies give ,way "to 'Dlore"open~' ,': ' 
tolerant societies and new respect for hUman rights. Nicaragua 
is ct vital force in the ~march to democracy that has transformed" 
'this continent ,and is t1ansfOrming the world. '" , 

! Over the past five !years, your country, under the leadership 
of ¥tour President, has guided this nation from war to peace, from 
division to reconciliat~on,from conflict to tolerance,. from 
eco~omicstagnation to rl~covery. During the President's tenure, 
demdcrati.c institutions are taking root, instances of human 
rights abuses by security have greatly diminished and political 
vioience has virtually ~isappeared. All Nicaraguans can be very 
protld of the progress t~at has been achieved in the face of great 
ecortomic obstacles. '' ! ,. .,.,... .' . 

< • • • :". ~ • 

I , ' , , ' .. : " ." , "" .' ," . """ ," .,:', " , " 'c 
I I know I sp~~k for many in the United States' and truly 

ar0tTnd the world., when. I Isay , how much Iadmir.e. your Presid.ent's 
spiljited and compa.sslona,te l~adership andyo~r peop;te' s,' .courage 
and commitment to fPIIO,ingthispq~h. . . 

I 

: ,'.t 
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i I have come here to:dayto convey in the strongest terms the 
Uni t:ed states' commitmen;t .to the people and government of 
Nica,ragua. Many. of you !inthis room hav~·made great sacrifices 
to l[aunch your .country .o:n the, path to ,democracy,··· freedom, and, 
prosperity. I . 
. I Many of you have en6ured great hardship as your nation has 
struggled to shift from.;a. closed economy to a market economy.

I You have shown the ~esilience and determination needed to 
achieve true economic prbgress and political freedom. And I want 
to alssure you today thatl,.theunite~states.a!ld th~President will 
cont~nue to stand by youl as your nation works to improve the 
live~ of all of,its. peop~e and:9f the,prosperity here and 
throughout our hemisphere. . 

. . '1··" : . ' :' . .'.. ' .'.' : .:..­
I I will be ,in, ParaguflYc·for··ameetingin.a .few days' with women:· .: ;, 

from allover our. hemisph~r~, ..... Th;e ·fiI::st ·time .wemet·.togetherwas~ ';T ..... 
almost a year ago in Miatni during'· the Summit ,of the Americas.:. 

I It was at th'at' summl t tha~' ~~e :'de~oc~~t'i~" ~'ati';ns; o'f "~o'rth':l" '::.:~ 
Central, and South Ameripa.and .the .. Caribb~.an:region, set.: forth an .•. :.·:., 
agen~a to promote prosperity throllghtrade. oi.nitiatives ,: : " :,' . ­

', • .t I '. : ,::" 

investments in peopl¢, Land. more. ef.fective government..·,···, ..... 

I The,United s~at7s' ~bjective.was expressed in the Summit's 
Declflratlon of Prlncl.p;te.:;; ....and·.:A9tl..on Plan: : support Jor:. d~mocracy:..:..:.:! 
and p.emocratic;re.form;,}he:;.imp:).emel1tationoLJree.:.market ' ' .. :.":.:' : 
reforms; the al1eviqtiop' ot>povertY~;'iinves.tment:'in people: .and 
the protection ot::tb.e ..~nri+onmen.tq ;--.::9.11: principles~to'~ whtch, our ':'<. .' .., 

counfry remainS~Cq~mitter today. . 

I It was also attl)at;:! S\lmlJlit:"al1g~ I,:t.l'dnJs.'.~ it·;W9S.. no-accia~nt';1';'. 'T-;'::;;:,'": 

that the only wpman:I?;-esfden~i:·in.th.e hemisphere jl' yburt: Pres:ident , :.:' :.;:; ..I
urged her colleague~,·to,:.yOmmlt,-tol:a·:goal,:of:::streng,thening .the· :':":,,::~, . 
role of women and girls throughout the hemisphere. . 

I 

I want to thank'!:~~~r pr~~idel1,£."and~'iLof' YO~".for; sup~~;tin~:',:';~~' 
her ~n that effort ~- for reminding our political leaders that 

I I

prosperity, democracy an~ social progress cannot be sustained in 
countries where women and girls are not valued as full and equal 
parthers in society. ! 

, lAS the Miami summit Imade cle~r -- and, as the recent united 
Nations Fourth World Conference on Women made clear again -- : 
demo~racy, economic prosperity, and social justice go hand in 

. . hand: ". I' ,,' r . ", • . •• . ., . 

I Today, too,many, .nat~ons waste precious resources on building 
weapons of mass destruction, staging wars, and doing violence to 
basi~ human rights. Tooioften, natural resources are destroyed, •... .' 
and puman ones exp~oited It;hroughsocially i~responsible .. b.eh.avior ......:U"; C:•••. , 

Today, too much·; tirne ..,is(·'lfpent':in. ,pursuit of', power: i l1stead:of ,in ;' :. :.:''::~ 
pursui t of peace~nd Pr.o'IP~rity. .',< .. ;" ..., i : " ,"', ... , ..'I ," 

, 
l 
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No single nation is to blame.' Every ,nation ,needs to, d.o more' , 
for its people -- especi~lly, for"girls and women. And that means' 
ensu~ing that women -~'alongwithmen ~-:have, access to health 
care~ education,' jobs, eli-edit,· and'ar,e free., from violence and 
alloo/ed to participate fUlly in the political life of their 

countries~ .: .''.: ' 1:, '_ " - ... ;" " ',: ' ' 
Isome of you, like m~, had the opportunity to attend the 

wome~'s conference in Beijing last month. It was an 
extraordinary coming tog~ther of women and men from allover the 
world -- an historic gathering: that sucqeeded in, ,bringing, world 
atte~tion to the issues ~hat matter' most ·tothe lives,of,~bmen~ 

and their fami~i,~~,',' '~~:': 1 ~', .:,".'; " ' .. .. ~: :... i ,"""':'.. "" " 

! In doing s'o,' 'it g~~e"voic~ ,to" th~'voiceless':',:, ~omen in ' . 
everY. country who, 'areth~ backbo'ne of their families, yet are 
denied the basic opporturiities of comprehensive health care, 
educ<ition and training;;; j1obs" decent .wages." and. access to credit,,:. 
and ~ven the chance to erljoy basic: legal and.human rights. ., 

IThere wer~,: ~~~~' ~~~" jv~~ -i'~:' m;. :'ow~': 'co~~try ':.~~_ w~o .~o~·bted" .:,< \--:.~' 
that i anything significant .wouldbe accomplished, in. 'Beij ing . 'But··; ";, 
the 10nference: did achie~e-a'remarkable cqnsensus;fab9ut'wh~t: is;'; ':,:;.,',', 
needed to improve the li~les of women around the world. 

I . 

IThe document that,mo
j
re:.:than;18.0.natlons. endorsed reflects .a.'. 

new understanding;:that--'. in:tprbving: thei.Iive's ·of .women. makes .for,·:,~··,·~c. ' :.',. 
stro~g, healthy:,:· and·:.loviing'· fa'milies!""-;, :and:-that/:'ihturh'j! if".:: L ;.:;I!>~';.: 
families are strong., comniunitiesJ.and:-nations'..,wil'L be' strong ,as,:'::" ;: 

we11 .: '; .:: ' ~ :j~ ,_ \ ..-.~:~:~ ;~.I::. ,:.~:;,~~:;', ~:. (~"'; ~~ ::::: c~.:~: ;~~~:. ~:~·~.I:' ;', ~~:::' L:'.:,:' ;.: ;:,. \".;,;,::.:. ~,:~ ::; >: ~~';: ..". 
lAs I said".-i·n:Beij:i-ngl,cthe':; ~ing.le.l,most~;.important'messagej, 7i .", 

echo~ng f<;,rth frpm.that'::c1on:ferer;ce is that human, rights are 
womeq's rlghts -- and women's rlghts are human r1ghtsp . 

INow, we must~;;ak~< thl~·t,'.~~nse~sl~s a~'~.;~Oye'f~~ward' ~ith;i~'~ ,; '::.'/' "~_,. ... 
The ,{ision ofthe~ women.' sl conference.will·berea-lized, only" if;:we':cj', '. :;., 
commit ourselves in our daily lives to addressing t~e challenges ,. 
that Istill confront us helre in Nicaragua, in my own country, and 
around the globe. Governbents playa vital role in improving the 
lives of women, especiall~ children, boys and girls., But 
gover:nments cannot act alone. strong partnerships with the 
private sector, the NGO cbmmunity, have been essential in the , • I ,
past, and they w1ll be even more so 1n the years ahead. 

Individual ~itizens Lillhave to play their role in 
fami]ies, workpl,aces,an~ 'civil society. ,to -support democracy's

-I f 't' hi. .. ,.,.
promise 0 pOS11.~je,C ,~n:r~,i"_ ,':,' ;. ;',' "~ '" ~. '. ..: ... . 

But I believe if we are committed to working together, much 
as your delegation in Beioing worked together, we can succeed in 
imprdving lives for all; people ,', but particularly' for girls 'and .. ", 
women and assure"t~at they finally'. :atta.in their 'rightful" placer;. .; ,: " ! ~ : t': .. 

I 't -, . t Iand ]los1 10n 1nS<>p1e y. "" r .."" 
I 
I 

, I 

I 



Here in your country, strong women, like you, .through your 
many accomplishments injthe areas·of.microenterprise, education, 
hea1th, business, government, academia have been instrumental in ' 
national reconcil fation ),'demo'cracy; and economic growth . 

I 

I 


And your government, 'under ,the.leadership·of yourPresiderit~ 
has made a strong coinmitiment to the 'kind: of hl.lluaninvestme·nts' iri" 
people, endorsed in Miam~ and in eeijin~. 

I Reducing maternal Jnd child mortality through improved 
pri~ary health :care and jprenatal care' 'is a t;ational"priority' of,····' 
yourl government,'and I am proud that the Un1ted states, through 
the Agency for'Inter'nat~onal' Devel'opm'e'nt~' is '-:supporting that, 
effort. That is a critidal first step to ensure that all children 
are Iborn as healthy as they . can ~e arid .,all mothers lives are;:· '\' '.. ' '.'; 
protected. ,': .', ..', :,' ".j,,: ",".:,:.,:.' ' ,;,.' ',: ,i ','; .: ': ": ". 

,I Opening the':d~'dr'~' ~o:f:l'~~r~~ilig't~:'giilS 'a~d' wo~:e~is ~ ',: 
cribical step that Nicaragua has taken more quickly and boldly 
than' many other countrie~s'. :At' thesame':timej'::I tfaVe lea'rned",:th"at ,:,~i, ! 

keep:ing children;~ni ;~:chd;ol; rematr;~ja':~pr0bl'eI!' .i(; ,.F?r ·t~.:;~·; :t;~.:;~dri, ":,,' 
one ,of our countr1es largest ·.proJects here ~1S' 1n'work'1ng 'w1:ththe ',,' 

• , • :, I. , '-. . .~ . .' ~ . ; . ,.' .'". _'. '.~. "j •M1n1stry of Edu-cat:10n, to' 1mprove the qual1ty of pr'1mary 
educ~tion. I 

1 Because so many'nat~ons 'in ou~'hemispHere shaid a'concern 
about the quality of edubation, particularly that available for 
poorl and rural chi ldren:,j 'it wa's 'agreea ,'at '~,the<Mf!amiL Summ·it to',': .,.;" :"';c' 

create a hemispheii!cPartn'ership' for Education 'Refdrnf~:' ~It;·.;iS·.'i ".::'~ c .' .; : , 

<?all~d P~RA, and"~~,i~~l,ll)cre'.:~'t~:·a.!·~'e't:wo~~(=~f~·~~bt~~ a~~~J?~:i~.~t;~.'j.: ~:;" u" 
l.nsta..tutl.ons wor.k.lngl:~.J.n,~.. ~c~ncert! ~·t·b ~:as·sure·>t:h~·t;:-ch~idren"~:not :-on~·y " n· :;;'; 

receive' schoolitlg/' bi.it";-a~re,~-ti:a·ihe'd·t6 cOriipe1::e'iin ';th'e' modern': ;:;i,'" ",; , ';--':':, '. 
global economy"''''",! :' ,.".,1 ." ::-::,':',:.':~";',·'1',' .... ','. :, ':"'/ ",1," ;-"',,.':.',;"',' ,,',,:,' ';";::'. 

IYo,!r. gove;~~~:~: i~~~a~s~'~b~~'it't~i ~~t~f;f :t~ ,p;~Ln~~·a·~~ ~. ~.'" " 
resp~ct1ng human:-r1ghtis-r:whlCh '..1nc1udes' the':r1ght'of all-= women'" l;, 

to live free fromviolent!::e inside and outside of 'their homes. '1 
was tery glad to learn r~cently that the Mini~try of Public 
Health has established a!special commission to address the issue 
of dbmestic violence, which affects women not only in this, 
country, not only in my d:ountry, but in every country around the 
world. I 

We are d1scover1ng ' 'hiere 1n,.N1caragua an'd 1n ' many otherI
countries, that investing in people, particularly girls and 

wome~~ and I repeat thatlbecause :thi~a relat~velynew'le~son ,for,'" 

many 11n the, world', tohav1Iearne.~:l,· ~,';l~~~ho~~:1nv~st~,ents,c7n glrl~, '.:"':' .".: 

and women, 1n theIr 'health Care ·and.1n t.he1r educat1on, Y1elds .' ; 
greater dividends than :arty' other kinds of investment a nation can 
makeJ " l 

Earlier tQdai,:Ic'vi~:it~d, a c~~u~i't;:'tici~/\~e~'~ in Marta~ua~' ,';':: 

That bank is controlled' }jy34 'women'wh'o 'borroVfinodest:amouhtsbf ': '<; 
money to invest in' the'U,"lown businesses. They!aTso make sure 



that, everybody pays bacJ what, ,is, owed,., And, in stark contrast to 
the Ipayback rates in my :own contra, all the,se women have, paid 
the~r loans back, their ~epayment rate is 100 percent, which 
shouild be the envy of an:y 99mmeJ;"c;::ia~ ,ban)-~,. , , " , "" ','" ' 

, I ". ' . , , , 
On a small scale, b1ut very significantly, these women are 

taking controlcof th~i~ pwnlives, and the dest~niesof­
the~selves and their chi~dren. And in so doing, they are not 
onl~1 bringing greater prpsperity to themselves, to their 
families, and their communities, but I could see the pride in 
thei!r eyes, I G.9.~ld lle(:1~L~tle accomplishment in their voices a~ 
theYI told me, what theY,had achieved, as they had made these loans 
turn into businesses fori themselves. 

'I' Women like "that wil!l 'become" not only incom~' earners,' but 
willi be more committed,th their own,families,and·their, " , 
communities ana willwan~ to make a,di£ferehce through the' 
poliltical process and in civil society. 

I The program:lyi,sit~d i~,+-tm by a Don-governmental", ,.' 
orga;nization tl].at ,1lSj\ID :,~,9 pr94<l )::Q" support.,: I:t"l)~s, proven,that ,', 
women are not only'good credit ,risks, ,but that those ~mall 
bus~nesses can grow and kdding one to the other, can contribute 
to n1ational economic grokth. Nearly 100 community banks, like 
the bne I saw, have been l established in only 18 months and some 
6000 individuals, m9.s,t,ly wo.men",?tr~ ben~fiting. , '.,. ,,',_ 

I have se~~' 'thi~' 'k:ihd:.of':~ubl-ic-private,· part~~rship,<,:~: ~'~',~:~', 
replicated in I!1any otherl' countries, including my own. This 
morning here 'in Managua, when I asked the women with whom I was 
meet!ing if they 'had/<!ny ;.:.~\lest:,~li:m::;,;" on~,' w.,o.w~n!~;::;,Clid;·!I': kn()w!:Y94d~le,t.",~ ,;. i:,t', , 
wi th: women in I:n<li.:g :.Wl19! fr~.jd?ing ~Dgt, w~~Clr,~,",gOJD9"'1 t€!ll '1-E!Ll':.i c~, i, ~. 
~bourt ' them. I, could'~h~r~ily, 8~:t9h,.:;my;:J.;>:r~?~:t!1:c; pec;::aus~:~'9r!'I?~Lt:P~:;',::,::;. 
l.dea that women here were thl.nkl.ng about what was happenl.ng half­
way :around the world, t,h~t they" were,;:finding; common, grouJ)d, ,tl),at·,; '(,i,;' 

theYi were seeiJ)g that,wo~en 7veryw~ere;,~a:V7"so much ~ncommon ,as" ':: 
we a1ttempt to mak,e ,our 0rm ll.ves Wl.th dl.gnl.ty and prl.de, was very 
movi~9 to me., 1 ' 

I We took a picture of all the women I was with and I told 
them I would send it to the women I met in India, because I 
want~d the women in Indi~to see the faces of the women in 
Nica~agua who themselveslare building their own futures. 

, i This is just one exlmPle of what we can do together, when we 
get ~eyond conflict, wheh we put away the terrible tragedy of 
war, when we overcome th~ obstacles that,);:op often divide ,us, ' 
thenl we are able,'to"wo.rk~ together to find. ways to help ,lift each 
other but of poverty andldependency, and l.nto self-rell.ance. 

'I Nicaragua is also mlving forward ir another area, the , , , 
part:ici~ation of'w<?mel1,i~ political life.: ,Many, wom7n now claim,:"" 
plac~s l.n the ha1.ls of ,!?vernmert-~ from ,:the top, w1th your;,· , :,. 
preslident, on down. Thl.s bodes well, not only for women I but for 

I ' I " 

f 
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the I entire democratic p'~ocess, .beca':lse it does rely on the 
participation and experience of all its citizens. 

1 My countiYhas be'e~ an active partne"r6f' you'rs beCal.lSe' we 
believe in the democratic mission you have begun. We also 
belleve that as democra~iea'irt·thia' hemisphere we share many of 
the aspirations and con~erns for the future. 

I 
I, " 	 .

Our two nations, along wlth our nelghbors, depend on each 
other in way~ large and IsmaIl. Decis~ons, for example, about the 
central Amerlcan forests can have serlOUS consequences to the .' 
north and the south. Art outbreak of cholera in Peru can threaten 
Central Americ~ just as~outbreak of dengue fever here can 
threaten the h~alth of tens of millions of people in the united 
states or Canada. Open Imarkets and free trade contribute to the 
prosperity of all nations. The success of democracy in each 
cou~try strengthens demdcracy in all countries. 

I 
I 	 ,

Throughout the 1980's, Central Amerlca struggled to overcome 
the hUman suffering that accompanies war, injustice, and economic 
deprivation. Vast sums lof money were spent to try to return 
sta~ility to this region. . 

. 	 I 

I 


Now peace is here. Now democracy faces its truest test. 

I Now is no time for those here and abroad who support the 
Nicaraguan struggle for democracy and freedom to turn their backs 
on ~his brave country. IWe must remain steadfast in support of 
youJi efforts. 	 I' 

I We must take the message that through better health, 
eduqation, and good job~, men and women can build stronger 
families, stronger commuinities, a stronger.Nicaragua. 

\ We must see that th!rOUgh democratic reconciliation and 
investments in people, ~icaragua is building a stronger national 

,I

famlly. 

, I And we must see tha)t as the Nicaraguan family unites, and as 
your:' economy grows, your nation will continue to be a vital ' 
partner in the hemispheric family of democracies. We admire your 
cou:Jage and your convictlion. We applaud your commitment as you

I ' 	 I 
mov~ through these processes, that are not easy, cannot be 
acccimplished overnight. I But, as women, perhaps we have more of 
an Jnderstanding of how time sometimes must be given its due, 
that we have to continuel working through the difficult times 
bec~use we believe so strongly in the vision of the future we are 
try~ng to create. I 

' " 	 I 
I Girls and women throughout the world are responding to the 

chailenges of economic ohportunity and democratic participation. 
I hdve seen in this very : ,very short visit some of what you are 
doing here. I hope 	some day soon, to be able to return to s~e 

I . 	

lfor myself even more. . 

I 

i 



I 
I 

'I bring to you not jonlY the strong appreciation, but the 
word of friendship and ~artnership, not only from women in the 
Uni tied states ,but from lal~ people who support and admire your 
coun1try's passage and will stand with you as you make it. 

o God bless you all Jnd thank you very much. 
. I 

### 


