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THE WHITE HOUSE .. .

office |of the Press Secretary . . @

" FOR 'BEYOND BEIJING.\ACTING ON COMMITMENTS. TO. THE. wonnn's:ﬁonnuﬂ

jgentlemen. It is-.a great privilege and an. honor £or mé to}
11ntroduce this. mornlng to you- the Flrst Lady.- :of the: Unlted'
hstath, Hlllary Rodham Cllnton.e e e o e bems T g

-behalf of everybody whean say. that we are .absolutely. . ...} e
thrilled that you are . here with us. - All -of.us know that you ..
‘}playla major role in. the|11fe of this country:and ‘the .life:
“of the world. Those of.. that heard .you. or read your speech
“dn Beljlng had a reafflrmatxon of your deep concerns for
:@women s rights, for women s educatlon and empowerment cand o g o
§5001al justice .for. all ]' R S e

_For Immediate Release T , November 8, 1995

REM.ARKS BY FIRBT LADY HILLARY RODHAH CLINTON

| | WORLD BANK = . .
. WASHINGTON,.DC.,...

. J‘a . ey T
MR. WOLFENSOHN'"lGood mornlng, ladles and

L

"I know that I speak to you, Mrs. Clinton, on

As I re-read your speech last night, I was

~reminded that really no bne can forget your statement where.;u~
you said, "If there is one message.that. echoes: forth’ from - KN
;thlslconference,'lt is . that human. rlqhts are women ‘St rlghts, o
.@and women’s rights are human rights." :

And you went on to comment about the role of women

~and their families, where you said, "If women are healthy
.and educated, their families will flourlsh If women have a
jichange to work and earn as full and equal partners in

., society, their families will flourish. And when families
“flourish, communities an? natlons will flourish."

I know that you understand the role- of the World::

~Bank|, and I know that. you know, that ‘we. share. your concerns. -
. We cherish your leadershlp. We cherish your interest. And
imay T say personally I cherlsh ~very much the: many references~ﬁ
“you now make to the World Bank as you speak in terms: of
“giving us support in. places where we need ite . oo s
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girls, ' - in basic. health .care, -and -in . access-to credit- and-:

Meeting speech,-.by . a001dent I, wrbte that we judge. our : ;
,effectlveness and not - by ‘a . bureaucratlc process but the;:

vgroup people who care greatly about. the issues about. whlch

: States, Mrs. Hlllary Rodham Cllnton.v~u

'Thank you all. Thank you very : -much ;- Jlm, for that ‘kind

We share with - you -your -interest_ in. educatlon for:

serv;ces. And.we Kknow, .as. you do, -that loans.as small;, asA
$100ito a woman-can:help|-double her famlly s income over a
fiveryear period. :

In fact, in jU>t thls last week Jan Plercy helped
us organize here at the
Advisory Group on Microenterprise Lending, including
Mohammad Yunus, whom you know well, Nancy Barry of the
wOmdn s World Banking, Marlo Atara of ‘Action . S
International, and other 1eaders in the fleld And we
commltted ourselves yefhw
of flnan01nq Wthh is, of| . such great 1mportance to the '
development of women’s qoles 1n the world Lo :

'V I would like to'saygioﬁka

smile on a Chlld's face. ..Having read. Your . speech and: hav1ng
been to Beijing,..I should amend. -it and say: that :you - judge..
our success by the smlles ~OI..a . mother srandra.child’s wface.
Faces, I guess it.is. .. And so I say to you today that we
cherish the fact that you re here. You have within this

youicare, and I .want- you to know that, we - -all.admire and -
respect- and are, grateful for the efforts;thatfyou glve to
the'causes that -ve: share:& C .

May I 1ntroduce'the Flrst Lady of the Unlted

MRS. Cbiﬁfbﬁ' hank you. Thank you very much.

51gn1flcant serles of meetlngs that you w1ll be hav1h§'abeut~'
follow-up to the Bel}lng Conference.

I appreciate the conference organizers for putting
this together because Ifthlnk that the conference itself
opehed many doors and mlnds, but now it falls to all of us
in our various capa01t1es to determine how we will keep
those doors open, to walk through them, and to take the
opportunlty that those open minds give us to work together
to make change on behalf of the issues that. you have worked
on %o hard and . that many of_us share w1th you L sy

As I 1ook'at thls audlence, I.anm. remlnded aé'iw

' always am when I think about the World Bank -of how

representative this lnstltutAQQ:1§.Of,PQQpleﬂallwoven~the:s+~

world and their aspirations. And I want:.to congratulate all. .. . .-,

2
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.economlc, political; and'legal status.of women in: their .

- earn and work as.full- and'equal partners in. 5001ety} their
~ famillies do better., And when.. those famllles do better,.then '

’betﬂer as well.

-

of you “and the ‘Bank. on 1ts contlnulng commltment to the. ... . o
difficult but crucial. task of .improving .lives of: people f?;]mff
everywhere and :to- congratulate you on your empha51s cn women,

and children. : : :

J I know - by your very presence here you need llttle
persnadlng that 1nvest1ng in women should. be at the core of
any strategy to allev1ate poverty, energize ‘economies, and
strengthen our global famlly. I know that you here at this
Bank seek to maximize the return on your loans and

1nvestments, and supportlng projects that raise. the'soc1al

famllles and communltlesils .one;: -Of: the soundest 1nvestments
countrles and the wOrld Fank can. make . e A

N As Jim sald I bhlieve strongly and T thlnk we are
now all recognizing that, 1f women:.are healthy and.. educated
their families:do better. .
thelr famllles -do. better

the communltles ;and, natlons of whlch they are a. part do

But these simplel calculations. .are.- ones_ that; many_.
in our world, even: after -all the- work of the erld Bank in.
recent years, even after: the U. N. conferences 1n Copenhagen:}
and | Bel]lng, still:. fail [to understand. There are many who - .
seem to think that so- called women’s issues--education and -
health care, for example——are soft’ 1ssues, not worthy. of.
addre831ng in .any straféglc manner, Or. in. conferences such
as these. But that-is- wronq, -and. you are helplng to provee;
that it is wrong every day. R T I S AP h

Ve
! L

| Issues that affect the well-being of women and
famllles across the worﬂd are; just as hard.and just as ... ‘
central to our future uccess and prosperlty as flgurlng out "
budgets, determining defense strategies, and negotiating

‘trade agreements.

| The econonic securlty of every natlon hinges in

part on the product1v1ty and well-being of its women. This
is partlcularly true in|developing nations where so much of
your work takes place. |Women represent more than half the
world’s population. They tend to be the primary nurturers
and/ teachers of-:the world’s children and caretakers of our.” . .
elderly. Women- in developlng countrles grow ‘at. least halfﬂ"f;“‘rf
the world’s food.:.;In: short they -are. th ‘unrecognlzed PO ”
backbone of the world economy ;

two-thirds of :these: are|not taught. to. read and wrlte.‘ To

: [ . But women are 70 percent. of .the,. world's .poor,. and

3
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thls day, they: contlnuelto ‘die ‘from diseases: that should
have been prevented” or. treated .. They too often ‘are forced
to watch their -children|succumb to malnutrition caused: by
poverty. While they often grow and prepare the fdod thelr
famllles eat, women in some countries continue to be fed -

least and fed last. Women are.often ‘being denied the right :&1”
to 90 to school by thelr own fathers' and brothers. They are

being barred from the bank lendlng office and banned from
the ballot box. :

Those who .enjoy |the opportunities’ of education, 7= -
health care, jcbs,‘credlt, and. legal and polltlcal rlghts

~are flourishing:in- the new:world” economy.:*Those" without:

such Opportunltles--and{most :often they are women and
children--are 1agglnq farther and farther behlnd

~ o R TR A s P
2 b % SIS SRS PR R
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So long.as- those obstacles exlst 80’ long as women

are prevented anywhere: from realizing- their:God= given. i LDk

potent1a1 the:vicious- cycle of - poverty that ‘traps’ not only
women, but also théir chlldren, husbands, communltles, -and

nations will continue.: |And. this trend threatens the veryﬁ?*mfﬁt”f
institutions we: areaseehlng to:uphold: i'strong-: famllles;=~{" -
- strong economies,. and strong- democra01es.x,?ita. 7 S S S PR AR

As Jim wOlfensohn told the- delegates in Beijing,; ™

not to'empower women::is:laitragicallyimissed: opportunlty;" Sth

only to create: a: more just but also a: more prosperous
society. : SR L L s e

At the: conference ins Beljlng, ‘women': and ‘men” from

~ all j[walks of life and all regions:made-clear that: democracy

and |prosperity:cannot be-attained’ or’sustaineéd in: ‘countries”
that do not value: women ‘as: full ‘and " equal partners 1n SR
socmety Lrmivovnoa byt ooy W e

It was a: hlstorﬂc conference.n More than 180w”
natlons agreed- to’ 1mp1ement ‘a” platform-that enumerated
spe01f1c ways to expand |the rights and opportunities of
women around the world. | So the conference was a success,

.desplte many of the nayslayers before it began. But it was

only a step

Now it is up to every nation, every non-

. governmental organization, every concerned individual to

make sure that the spirit, energy, and commitments of

Beijing are carried.forward. -.And .the World Bank is a-
crucial partner;:a vitall:player in-our:world’s éfforts- to
ensure that the:goals: and remedles agreed to in Beijing:
become reallty.:«:,_-:r;.‘:::..:.,,:e;,h,.I ot Ly famrines.

The Bank is already: supporting.several:projects .. 3¢,

that have made.a:significant difference<in:the:lives of many ™

! -
| 4
| | |
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poor women. And your. partlclpatlon in.international- -
mlcroflnance programs,glncludlng the new: consultative group
to assist the poorest; is. already yleldlng returns.i;rv=

During: ‘visits- to ! South Asia and. South Amerlca thls .
year, I saw firsthand the :transforming effectismall:.loans to: '
women can have on famllles. In many cases, those loans do
double family incones. They -do lift families out of
poverty And, maybe more importantly, they give confldence
to women who before had none, confidence to believe their
lives are worthy, their children’s lives are.of: ‘value, ~and. :
confidence in the futurelwhlch s the first step towards:.
sustalnlng therkind: of prosperlty and:: democracy that future
hope relies upon.~ el Doowlion mimnome s o

Anyone who has.v151ted Ela Bhatt and SEWA ln

Indla has seen that look!of confidence on the faces of those

women. Anyone who has 'visited:the: Grameen. Bank 1n e i et
Banqladesh has -seen: thatflook of confldence”f LI

it W I went to the v111age where & A
visited the part1c1pantst1n the :Grameen-Bank;=Iiwas:told::
before going that .it wasia village of Hindu untouchables,

that| no one goes to that'villaqe.’ And because I was going

to that village, avnearby village..of Muslims:-wanted me-to .
come| there as well: - Butl:.-unfortunately, my {schedule did not <+
permlt 'So for the. flrst time, Muslim women:came:to: the T ED
Hlndu village. - They were sitting: together AN TOWS TOR Ly rizall
benches. And as:I walked -toward them,:seeing- them: in: thelr:ﬂw
multacolored saris,;: I could not-tell:who’wasa Hindu:except. .

for Fhe red dot:on:the forehead. Then as they talked, I

- could not tell any dlfference in their asplratlons or thelr

hopes for themselves andlthelr families.:: And-as:I talked -::::. -hz
w1th)them 1nd1v1dually about what -theyihadispent their. loans.ﬁ i
for, I heard the :same.: storles from Hindus<and -Muslims:alike:: .’

buylng a ' milk-cow, buylng asecond milk cow, buying a
rickshaw for a husband to make :a living.

1 All that I heardlrelnforced my belief that
prowlding this kind of opportunity was not only a bridge to
economic prosperity, but/ at least a hoped-for bridge across

many other divisions thaF keep up apart from one another.

Expandlng a woman s access to credit is essentlal
to elevating her status [in her own home as well as in her
5001ety. Microlending institutions have helped women with
that status to become reEognlzed breadwinners.. ;They. are :.:.
respon51b1e for:.the: first -time.to. help 1mprove ‘the : llVlng
conditions of thelr famllles.:v 3owrwow L :

At a roundtable dlscu331on in. Santlago;echiieyuI:VF“wM s A
met |a seamstress iwho.compared :her;new -situation,--having .- %7 Tl

5



http:w.<tll$:.ea
http:er�,;l;n::rows':.on
http:fl,lt;.llr~I:�w.hich,:.is

‘M'

Y
Y
H
¢
et

'very difficult. As:one woman.at

is con51stently near, 100]percent . It.is a.rate_.of: return .

'around the country..is. taklng :steps to amellorate the

|

réeceived a microcredit- 1oan, to that of .a. caged blrd .set .
free! Without .a.sewing- machine, this woman ‘could barely
make,a living and. compete with other factorles and it e
seamstresses. She told: me,»"I felt like I had all thlS B
potentlal and all this energy, but like I was a bird in a .
cage'" Then she : applledlfor and received a small loan.
WLthllt she bought a modern sewlng machine. "I kissed that
sew1mg machlne over and over agaln " she told me.

| In the United States, we too are trying to
establish microlending- networks to help our poorest. women L
and families become 1ndependent and, self- sufflclentn‘ Even [ .7
here’ln the United States, ‘women’s -access,.to.credii is. stlll -
rmlcrolendlng pro;ect in
Colorado said to.me,;;"Too many}great ideas.die:in the. . :w;.ww” .
parklng lots of banks." CoEE T

That is.a- 51tuatlon we ‘can’ do somethlng aboutE”¥“yL%&?
each| of these small banks supportlng mlcrolendlng in Chlle ,
or Nlcaraqua or . Bangladesh o) o Indla, the~loan repayment rate b

the world’s most prestlglous and . powerfdl”banks can. only
dream of. ' - . 1¢~~ L T

The Unlted StateL believes, strongly in,

creatlon of the. Communlty Development Flnamolal Ihétltqtlzns
Act |we plan to-do so.here at home as. -well,, And we -have,

i

abroad..

I When my husband was Governor of Arkansas, he
called upon Mohammad Yunus in.1985.for .advice-in _creating:.
Arkansas’ own group- based borrowlng program cal led. Mt
good ~-faith fund. "S;L&e Ej, S

BRI IR T

‘ In keeping with one of the commitments the United
States made at the Beijing Conference, the Treasury
Department is establishing an annual Presidential award for
m1croenterprlse excellence. The Department will also
coordlnate a Federal mlcroenterprlse initiative that will
help publicize microcredit ‘and mlcroenterprlse, set
benchmarks for programs ito use in assessxng their own
efforts and better standardlze existing efforts.
| wOmen cannot begome full participants in the
social and polltlcal llves of -their, countries without . ...,
proflclency in.reading: and wrltlng.m And what we have. trled
to do here at the: Bank. and what you.have been. accompllshlng

sithation many: women, flnd themselves 1n. Jim Wolfensohn ahd

| 6 |
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his predecessor, Lew Preston, have ‘long™ Hoted: that Lo
1nvestments in educatlon ‘are’ the 81ngle most 1mportent“
rolelln development. And T welcome ‘the - Board and’ the“Bank’s
creatlon of the Lewls Preston Fund for the Educatlon of
Glrls ' - . ,

Educated women tend to marry later and plan the ,
size| of their families. |With fewer children, they have more
time| and resources to care for them. They stress the
importance of school to thelr children and recognize the -
need[for ba51c health care. Most 1mportant1y, educatlon
helps women gain seélf-confidence and ‘encourades ‘them to: i
reject traditional: notlons of-:second=class citizenship that
condemn them and thelr chlldren to 11ves of poverty )

b e g e
A V'_y-:.j_ N g ) ‘.l , i P e el PRI

The wOrld Bank 1% an 1mportant guarantor 1n the

rates for both: glrls and boys to ‘807 percent.;i
you to maintain: your commltment *o ‘this ‘goaly:
new goal of raising secondary- ‘schoo:. f~~"-"c:<:>mple’(:1on to
percent, proposed by’ JlmIWOlfensohn ‘in-'Beijings

Also fundamentallls health-care. 'Girls cannot -
study and women ;| ‘¢anniot. work ‘well w1thout ‘bagic nutrltlon and
protectlon from- dlsease. “Tao’ many women “in- developlng g
countries still dle ‘of unnecessary compllcatlons from: -
Chlldblrth, and ‘sick® glr&s ‘are -often denled~potent1ally
life- saving treatment: 51mp1y because of - their sex? - These
1ssqes should be at the forefront of any strategy -to a551st
women ¥ i

ek
K

I want also to congratulate “the ‘Bank "on~its latest
efforts to ensure equalle between the sexes and its lendlng

prodrams and its own employment practices. As a major

source for many developrnq nations of both’ fundlng and *
example, you are in a unlque position to influence their

Vantl poverty programs. II am heartened to know that through

your new gender analysxs and policy group, gender issues
w111 be addressed in alq country assistance strategies and
lendlng programs sponsored by the Bank. I am also pleased
that the World Bank recognizes the unique perspectlves women
brlng to these issues and has actively sought to increase
the representation of women in leadershlp positions within
the Bank. . '

.Qwﬁm,wmn v

‘i.

| Women sometlmee know"‘that’ others around the WO ld i
are' engaged in‘thé’same strqule ‘they ‘are. It has ‘been’ one’
of the most heart- -warming experlences that I have had to
bring women together and to see® women 1n~d1fferent contexts R

| 3
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T an 1mportant corner;-that for. the first time:institutions: as .
' SLgnmflcant as the: World{Bank governments like:that of-my:m:

‘be valued and invested 1n.“ ‘And . if.we! carry. forward on.that: ... “-

When I met with’ small borrowers. :at ‘the FINCA S T
Bank| in Managua,- Nicaragua, I- met women. who -had carved out H vl oo
llvellhoods as .bakers, . seamstresses, makes -of mosquito (- Lo tion o
nettlng, automobile parts saleswomen, and they asked me - - g AR
about women in India who| were doing the. same -thing.. , .
Apparently they had seen| some:- television' coverage of my trlp

to South Asla, and they wanted to know what women half a

world away were like and|what they were doing with the loans

they| received. ‘

At that moment I|felt:I.-had witnessed a profound
connection among women around our world, one that transcends
borders and reaches fromithe barrios of Managua to the EEAR
v111ages of Indma .and- beyond. PR RTINS R - .

o ik

So now two monthg after Beljlng, we Stlll have

,much to do in maklng the . message.of. that: conference: 11ve 1n5aée P

the minds and hearts of. oeople alleover the world, and we
have| even more work to do in implementing the agenda for
action that was adopted:j:But. I believe:that we have: turned-z«: o7 -

own country, and people throughout the world in NGOs and on
thelr own are finally saylng -and bellev1ng that women should

promlse, then I.am, confldent weiwill:see results. inzthe :-
short and medlum term that Will~dn, many ways:reflectothat«:
this| new commitment is" well founded, - And-your-leadershdp;: ~ .
both| in artlculatlng it and implementingi-it, w111 be:= cru01a1 I "
to any hope for: progress:that we:: have.a.t‘ u; = T Foa

Thank youtforiwhat you are d01ng, but more than Lma RN )
that|, thank youifor,whatlyou.will: be: doing:znow and in the :: . . ! e
future on behalf: of women-everywhere: :Thank=you:very much.: ;- ©bor o

MR. WOLFENSOHN: |The First Lady has agreed to

'answer questions and has|asked me if I can call on a few of

you that I hope will indicate that you want to ask
questlons. ‘

i
T . : )
'MRS. ' CLINTON: Bt;gt if you don’t, that’s all right,

. |
MR. WOLFENSOHN' Yes, sir°A

too.

QUESTION Mrs. Cllnton, I heard you .in- Beljlng,
and I also heard. here your empha31s -on.iimproving access to
women and girls.in- educatlon.‘ It 1s qulte well placed

The dllemma whlch we face in the 1nternat10na1 o
organizations is that poverty,reduct;on,lnvolves Keeping:the ¢ &iufarsas

8 P
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women who are:already below :the poverty line come.up: w1th
educatlon and” opportunltles for- employment.; .So givenyour
collectlve role,..should.we :invest in girls’-education for
the primary schooling;- whlch w1ll take, -you: know, many =

generations and many decades, or should we really allocate:‘“

our resources for: llteraty of . the adult women?-. And:I would
very much like your oplnlon because you have traveled both
in South Asia and other parts of the world, where poverty

'prevalls, as to the international organlzatlons such as the

WOrlg Bank, where should| our emphasis be and where our
priority should be. 2

MRS. CLINTON::: well LI thlnk that*‘s a:very

important question, and. I do -not:pretend to be.an. expert mm‘CffTw;:Y

about any region:of- the: world nor:of . -that. partlcular.

subject. But.I+do-belieye:thatithe shortranswer is you*haveﬁ;ff ST

!

to do both, and:how.you, allocate those resources is. .. -
obvﬂously the challenqe c¥F Fa N N T

EN / S

But I thlnk ther

% are some creatlve ways of

leveraging resources-.and/imaximizing. then: that: I- .have- seen 1nf',5
actilon in various:parts. of the world ﬁ»Let me,just mentlon - s

1
few’ NOLESTR g gk \ P CUEEER R N SR ‘ ;Vn'r:;'f:. i

P
SriovEiilies

I think providing incentives for families to keep

girls in school:through direct.food aid;:zeven;through dlreot‘“f
monetary a551stance, s |a relatively cheaper way of engaging
‘those families in. suppoqtlng girls’ education than some of «

the lother ways we have: tried in:the past:. So’ I.would urge
that the World Bank look at some of the food for education

programs I know there.is one that. I~personally visited in. .. ..
Bangladesh thatithe:Prime:-Minister  there has supported:where..

it

I saw families: lined 'up lonce:a- week: to:get: commodities. whlch-.ri

they were only:able!. to qecelve because they kept their glrls
in school. T e :

T
'

There was a secgndary program also- in: Bangladesh T

where the direct payment of compensation to families in
relatlvely, very small amounts was enough of an 1ncent1ve to
keep their daughters 1n!secondary school

I also think, though that there has to be some
empha51s on what I would call family literacy, and there I
thlnk one of the beneflts of the possible spread of global
technology may be to use some of that technology for -
enhan01ng literacy- among radult-aged women. And yet. one of
the| best ways for engaging adult-aged women in literacy is
through their child’sieducation. I have seen that being

. very successful, either |at the workplace but more

successfully within the famlly unlt

Israel has a orogram that I lmported to Arkansas

9



http:to~ecei.ve
http:aid~;::2ev~n~;_t.nl
http:ed\JGatl.o.11

|

called HIPPY the Home Instruction Program for Preschecol
,Youngsters, whlch it began to ‘implement - following waves of. - . ~ ‘i
refugees primarily:-from North Africa.and Ethiopia:in the Coei
late! 1960s and 1970s who|were having a difficult time

_ 5001allzlng their chlldren to be successful in .the Israeli "

schocl system. . By worklng with the mothers ‘to make ‘even:

illiterate mothers feel like they were their child’s first

teacher, there was qulteIa success in both preparing the

Chlld and in convincihg the mother to increase her own
llteracy level. , !

So I thlnk<d1rect grants to famllles to keep them
in school w1th a. commltment to: glrls' educatlon, famlly &
llteracy programs,: and. then I think-.if you:are going:-to-
follow through-.on: your: secondary program;::60::percéntr
completlon rate, there w111 have-to be more schools built.
And anythlng you can do to encourage nations to do that,
because one of the great 1mped1ments, even:if.they:send.
their daughters. to: prlmary school; - is that:many families™
have | no access: to a. secondary school thatis withih: easy
commuting distance,: and.. they will not: send their-daughters:' SR
off to a strange; place,: as Iy probably wouldn’t elther,-for a T PN
secondary school under those 01rcumstances. TRt lonye e Do

(R

So those three elements ]ust off the top of my
head would be thlngs I wouldhlookcat at trylng to o
encourage. ' 2 : : GooWiL - .

" MR. WOLF,ENSOHN.“Z Yes,w_‘n, 7am?

QUESTION‘; I am &eeshan Fatlma, and I have ‘heest TG OLT
with|the Bank for 14 years, all of it in Pakistan except two
in the U.S. I happened to write to you just before your ‘
v151t to Pakistan, and:; Ilam glad to say I got an werk wih saonis o
acknowledqment from you. ’ A , SEES

p,

I had a questlon whlch in‘the Bank lahguage;*is

not necessarlly the v1ews of ny qovernment. It is my

personal view. My personal view is that there is a very
fine|line between religious beliefs and human rights. And
most|often than not, religion is v1ewed as an excuse to

suppress human rlghts |
Firstly, where do you see this line meetlng and
leaders and preachers belng actually influenced for the

better by forums-like. th? Bel}lng Conference?,z.w S e

Thank you.fh?h‘

!
IS X
A;_

MRS CLINTON: wéll ‘my:views -are not: necessarily: -t ol can an

those of my government. e:ther,.so I.understand that.* ,xatw'c

10
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'MRS. CLINTON';jI;thlnk you - have asked you know,

" an 1ncred1bly complex. and::difficult as..well . as sensitive-
quesglon, and I think that it ‘is'a question -all:of -us are .-
searching for: What is the proper balance.:between e
sen31t1v1ty and respect . for religious beliefs and concern.. ..
about religious beliefs belng used to deny human rights and
even1beyond that, justlfy violence, as we have just seen
over[thls past weekend w1th the assassination of Prime
Minister Rabin? And I thlnk that it is going to be one of -
‘the great issues we all have to. grapple with, and ‘it . is one
of the reasons why we have to.be willing to stand up against
expre531ons of sreligion that are filled. with -hate:and 3o
intolerance toward. other|people, because very often those
mask]polltlcal and other agendas. . They-are not strlctly

: rellglous in any deflnltlon.;yqﬁﬁqﬂ,pﬂv« ity Y

m And I belleve that showlng respect for every e
rellglon and: worklng 4o .create.:an -atmosphere .of : tolerance
for every religion is-an} 1mportant obligation that we in
:leadershlp positions here .at the Bank or anywhere have. —But‘ -
Vbelng willing to speak : out against abuses.:of :human: rxghts AR B
and misuses of ‘religion: for pOllthal and.-other gains <1 - e e
thlnk is also an obllgatTon. R

v101ence. There 1s a very direct line.- there.b And when one
makes political arguments:based:on.one/s.:religious: bellefs,
‘there’s no discussion poss1b1e.- How does -one: have.-a:
dlscusslon, whether:lt is: in:our. country~or .any.: country,w
with people who :say, younknow, here’s ‘what. God:told me to::

Well, we have:to do more to work. w1th rpeople; of :
good| faith across::all:- rellglous linesto; bulld -an- atmospherem
of religious respect;and|tolerance, but, 1ntolerance for. :
}v1olence, for abuse of- human rights -that -is. ratlonallzed by
rellglon. And I would hope that all of us are going to be
more willing to speak out against that wherever we see it.
And it will take some--it will take some risk to do so,
because the forces of neqatlve energy that are often fueled -
by egtremlst religious v1ews right now are very strong
becapse they command a: lpt of media attention, they are
dramatlc, they are controver31al they are often given
~ attention far beyond what their numbers warrant, and they
‘have a chilling effect on. .people of good faith and reason.
who are afraid-then.:to: speak out.'against:such : 1ntolerance.ym;“
- And I think all-::of us have an obllgatlon to do more of that.

So I think there is a way to. be respectful and at g e e
the same time speak;out‘aqalnst the .extremists.. - s '

11
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successful

QUESTION: --Hello.| ~As you. have described, in ‘your ¢ Dl
travels you often - meet wrth the -leaders :of -non- governmental S N
organizations and- secular women'’s organlzatlons I am-iﬁ%s'wtx EERRILE
wondérlng what your sense is of the capacity ‘of those*:
organlzatlons to tackle ‘the problems--the breadth of. whlch

you have described, and spe01f1cally, -1f you can give some
advice to the World Bank]on how we can enhance that capacity
and perhaps work more efﬁectlvely with these organizations.
MRS. CLINTON: Awell, I believe that there are an
enormous number of effectlve, well-functioning organizations -
that lare devoted .to women s issues around the world, and
there are many who are not as effectlve. I think that is
always the case. ¥ i ceniroeenyoman laawd bie alod il

But I belleve there ought to be more*attentlon WEOR wdunnyiaeiye
paid as to how .we can:replicate through technical a551stance
and support the effective NGOs and provide more assistance :
to those who share the same: alms for are: ‘not;:as effectlve ERESRUNS SER:
implementing themaxwm b, : : W A

For example, I thlnk 1t would be hard to argue
that--you know, SEWA in" ﬁndla has ‘been ‘a: great‘success.:: -
There are many groups that could learn gquite a bit, and w1th
technlcal assistance. from: the: World Bank could be more.

Part ofﬁour dlltmma in: allnof these non~ue
goveznmental efforts 18 that so often they arlse from and

the organlzatlon ist bullt and who really holds 1t iﬁhh Loy
accountable. And:theré, ﬂs no-successiony:and” there ishvery s
little in the way.lof reasoned: replications efforts. “ARd<IC- :
have’for a long:time: belﬂeved ‘thatorganizations: such ‘as theiso

World Bank and others. should .spend-. some serious-tine’ trylng Qowiiiant
to flgure out howi.you: -can; replicate:the-sucCcesses of thege: "
organlzatlons in the absence of a-charismatici-leadef,: - is A

There are certaln institutional imperatives that
we ought to be able to support One of the reasons why I
thlnk Grameen Bank has been successful is that Mohammad
Yunus from the very beglnnlng understood it had to be a
bank, not just a project or a program or an NGO that was on.
the marglns of the financial delivery system. And I think
that]made a big dlfference in the success of that
organization because: from the 'very beginning it . was seen-: as
an 1nst1tutlon, and an. 1nst1tutlon thatx looked llke other
banks. . S AR ST R S TPy gy

ok

Well, I- belleve that there are’ ways that we .éan’
learn better how:to:replicate'thesuccesses of 'the. effectlve
women NGOs. I also’ think that i many situations a lot of

12
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those NGOs could. be: morefeffectlve if more attention. were.
paid [to their relatlonshlps with. other organlzatlons so. that
they |[could leverage- thelr 1mpact. ‘Many NGOs lead very:
isolated lives. - They. don’t interact with either. :
governmental sources -of a551stance or other NGOs. Anythlng
thatgwe could do. to. brlng people together in more of a.
cooperative sense--I thlnk often of what northern Italy
could teach us in the way that it brought together small
entrepreneurs through organlzatlons that provided

’bookkeeplng assistance to many small businesses, for

example, so that each bu51ness wouldn’t have to go out and
worry about that partlcular aspect of 1ts functlonlng

f In that work; you can see how the dollars that are
avallable to support: these .NGOs: can. be:- stretched so much i
further if they could be. brought into more of ‘a cooperatlve ,
mentallty R L R R R L S L S I DU R SR R PR .

So Lhose are two thlngs, the repllcatlon and theﬁ
cooperation, that; I: think would: assist. -already effective
NGOs and brlng others -upl.to:a; level of hlgher functlonlng

1 PeaRte ‘3

QUESTION ‘ My name is Sweta Gandhl. I have
been| with the Bank seven}years. I am from India. And next
year' I am taking leave- of the Bank-to work: on- (1naud1ble)
development with  a:. values focus: for. chlldren back. in,. Indla
with| my little. organlzatlon ‘that I started as as charlty
organization. - It:has. grown a. llttle blt.A And I wanted to o e b
know| because education. in. and.of itself, - while. it. leads: to L

a sense of dlqnlty,7whatrhappens often..in many: developlng '
countries is that: peoplej,don’/t. get- ]ObS after. they. =D of S
educated, and women;flnd 1ncrea81nqu they arerrustrated.E&;
And I have found thatglnimy work in Morocco. And I was
wonderlng whether you feel that we should be also

conshderlng the content,-and especially in the context.of . . ..
religious problens.that ye face,: the, focus on. tolerance and VT
other values that’ allow us-to. 1ook at people as people and<~

not as against the context of their religion or their race

or whatever.

l

MRS. CLINTON: Well, I hear two different
questlons, both of WthhII thlnk are very important. The
one |is education for what in a global economy and how
effective education willl be in providing real employment for
people. I think that is/ one of the huge issues that the
entire world has to face, because the flip side of this
globallzatlon is, I thxwk -an ultimate, reduction 1n@:w .
employment opportunltle% for .many people already in the
labor force, and.for. many. others whose. educational. levels,,
despite the promises made . to them, will. not support adequate
employment in the so-callled global economy or information
age. That is a problenm /for;the private.sector,as well .as ..., -.nno.:o

|

el B
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~that both of thoce quest;ons ‘are- very:important. oneszforyus -

|
[

for the not-for-profit and public ‘séctors,~and Ibelieve "
thatjwe are going: to have. to: .give-some: .very .seérious thought S
to that, because :it is:not only:a worthwhile ‘altruistie¢™ s

- matter to consider, but |if economiés-don’t flourish: because»‘

educlation pays off in rising incomes but instead results in
elther stagnant .or. fall%ng incomes,. or even the 1nab111ty to
find work, that will increase political instability. It
will drlve people into alll kinds of identification with
negative forces, whether, ethnic, religious, or whatever.

And |it will ultimately undermine markets, which is something
that business should. be]concerned about.

So the.second- ert of-your: questlon 1s Very-. tlmely B T
as well, because:at’ the same-time -that we-are trying:te:. »n. i o oues
increase levels. of:education,: figure out how in the" qlobal "f"'
economy there will:.be edough jobs for::all:thése:people we: 7. i+ fusl
are trying to get educated,. we also have to. put.a. stress'on..- 7. U7
the values of respect and tolerance and. the-importanceiof ‘0 wiry
dlver31ty, both.as: a way of:opening: up. employment:and: )
educatlonal opportunities:.and:as:a way:of: perhaps-. holdihg
back some of the tide:of. discontent :and. dlsapp01ntment that
will be inevitable :as:iwe. make this economic transition.

| So I think anything one can do, and it goes back

to the question about the.role. of religion and the abuse of
human rights, anything: 6ne -can do. to: create.ia:more. open. el
socfety, to create: moreiladders- of. opportunity; to-rid:owuat 1%

5001et1es of thelartificial-divisions;:whether it bei” caste-i~l .
or rellglon or:race-or class’or:whatever; ‘the more!likely it':
is you will beuablef to: buy some’: time* toritry’ toe: successfully
navxqate this tran51tlon‘1nt0 this new: economy«< SOEIT thlnk

to think about.: ;eyf[ . - , _ S C

One of the hardest questions I have been asked in
the |[whole time that I have traveled, I was asked on a Moscow
radlo station-~I was on'ja call«in-in Moscow, which was‘ st med 7
1nterest1ng, and a woman called in and asked me what she was

, expected to do. She was highly educated, as were all of her

frlends,‘and they were: all having. trouble finding work and
keeplng work that gave them any decent income or sense of
security. And she sa1d§ you know, you go around talklng,
allithese leaders go areund talking about the need to
educate people in the developlng world; we are highly

educated, and we don’t Know what' our future is.

So thls isu not ]ust as problem for what. we. ccn51der :
the so-called develop1ng world.::7This=is:a: problem for- many,u-uﬁ w
many other countries- that are:confronting a’ th of these i
social and economlc chanqes at the same tlme. :

T

QUESTION' si;was very happy to hear your empha31s
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.to make a big loan, have . a credit. llne,‘get that. money :out
, there. And there is less .of an: empha51s ‘than :perhaps : ‘there..

on microfinance;,. both here and in Beijing when.I was: .
privileged to hear.you speak with-Professor Yunus- and Ela
Bhatt. But I do have.a.worry:that .is associated with
evenlwhat I’ve heard today. The focus is often--the word
credit is used a lot, and I think that there’s a general :
tendency to think that ‘1fj-we can just get a. 1ot of -credit
out there, a lot of things will happen. N

I think as you ald yourself 1t is really the
systems, the financial ystems that get built by people like

- Ela and Professor Yunus that really. leave something in their .
‘place when the donors have gone away and the governments get

bored the systems that actually.can. keep golng with the
women s own savings once Fhat effort is put in. And I just

would like to have your:response: on what:Icthinkais. a. corgnroist o
problem for many of us, Jﬂ the- development world;: is- that We s .
are under an 1nst1tutlonal 1mperat1ve, .quite- often, ‘to lend, .-

should be on the. 1nst1tut10ngbulld1ng, whathgcall the :
5001a1 intermediation . par“‘ h :
1ntermed1atlon.; ceg i

: Ba51cally, I think this touches on a contradiction

that the Bank faces betwéen being a bank--our product:is

loans, and we ve got to get money out there»-and belng a

" and lnstltutlons and - people Wlth better capac1ty.; And—Iw'

a person in the Bank ‘trying,.to work in the field.of
mlcroflnance, I.think .a. ﬂot of. .our: task managers face h:
over !and over agaln, tnet the blg bosses areflooklng fon
large loan, andﬂthe people out~there really need:1i i
building. ; : ' SR A

" Thank you. .

l MRS. CLINTON: Well, I think you’re right, and I
thlnk it’s an inevitable ten81on, but one that I would hope
is g01ng to be resolved more in favor -of institution
bulldlng than it has been in the past, in part because I
tthk now there is more of an awareness of the 1mportance of
1nst1tutlon bulldlng

There was an 1dea~~and not just in the World Bank,.
but in many large 1nst1tutlons, both d01ng development and
governmental programs w1th1n countries in the past--that
money itself would seed: the :ground: :for institution: bulldlng
and the creation of 1ntermed1ary 1nst1tutlons that.-would :
lead| to stable. structures .that -could :then.:carry:on.on: thelr e
own. And we know that that is -much more difficult to ‘do."
than we had originally. tnought -and that, money.; alone “is not
the answer. Money,-however,- is a; qreat incentive, and glven
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. so that that money had a

the fact that your busin
loans to further institu
incompatible mutual ob]e

~ How you do that
know that when one looks
inst}tutlons that have b
years, two of which you
both lending the money,

essis‘making loans,- u81ng those
tion. bulldlng I: thlnk :is not-an-
~t1ve. g;w'j B L L S mﬂﬁﬁ[“

I don’t pretend to know,
at many -of the successful
een built over the past 10 or 15
have named, it was both. It was
but also creatlng an infrastructure
context. It wasn’t just out there.

but I do

And part of the reason Grameen worked and Sewa works and

other things like it hav

it an elther/or 1ssue.:;a«.uuhv“¢mw

| It is ama21ng to
loans that are bad-loans
get made. It’s:like ine

e worked is because they dldn't make

Lo i on ' Sohe b ¥ oLy Pethdaniica s WSt e g

me that in mény'commerC1a1 banks,'. - :
get iwritten off and more: bad 1oans iel
vitable.. That’s the.idea .of " : NP

lending, you know, you make:some good,loans,‘younmake some - x;‘%K-‘
bad loans, without a»recbgnition that if commercial banks

would spend just a small

supporting microenterpris

difqicult as theistart-up costs:zare,
is to think on:that:kind-

fraction of their resources
se and:microcredit;reven:as: ER O LS
even:as: dlfflcult as 1t
sthat they would be:

of a level,.

addlng to the financial |stability of the entire region. And

that is to the. good for the blg loans they make

1

It is all lnterconnected e oo
understandlng that. lnterconnection willy beqln to open

and I thlnk

people s minds;: perhaps,
assets and resources.

[

to:some new ways:of :leveraging !

380 L ‘think:that many of the 1oans

should be tied to 1nfrastructure and to. development in ways
that haven’t been done: qulte -in-the same: way:: inthe tpast:iz “ixs :

and I think there is :a:lot . of- creat1v1ty ‘in=this Bank :and.:
there are a lot.of peopﬂe around the world who -are: more open

to 1t than were An: the past'h

QUESTION.

You mentloned your trlp to Moscow

There has been a dramatlc decline in women’s participation

* in that part of the world.
what role do you see for American

|
very male democracies.

The new democracies have become

women to help women in this part of the world make their
voices heard in shaplng the transition of their societies

andithelr economies, and

what role for 1nternat10nal

organlzatlons such as the World Bank?

MRS. CLINTON. I

think - you are rlght and

certalnly friends of mine who are working in the NIS
countrles and elsewhere. have ‘remarked ‘to:me about-that,and

many of the women .1 have

met with, particularly in Moscow;»Az‘

but| also in Belarus and|in other countries; as well, have
remarked on itzto3me:uﬁ.w:»- I T T T TS P
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- very 1mportant

I think.that -you |have to.do what we are doing,
encouraging ‘women NGO 's, helping to create such entities in

technlcal assistance to glve people the: confldence about -
maklng these decisions on their own. There is a great need
for bulldlng confidence across:the board in a lot of those
countrles about people’s |capacity to make these 1ndependent‘
deClSlons, whether it is|on behalf of an NGO or in any other

arena of the polltlcal or economic life.

So I don'’t thlnk the work is that different than = .
it was anywhere. else in the world, but I think that it has
to be approached wlth some real sen51t1v1ty, because We are-:
deal}ng with women who have higher levels of’ educatlon in
general women: who often/held positions, both in the
government or in other capacities, who no longer hold them.

So trylng to be sen51t1ve to ;the conditions that they. are.
llVlng through,. whlle trylng to. support them - I, thlnk is

1 have worked to]create partnershlps e
maternal hOSpltalS and children’s hospitals in some of these'”
countrles and ones here- at home, -because most of the doctors..
in those hospltals are women and they have really been left
in a very precarious. pOSlthn.” The whole ‘health care .
1nfrastructure ‘has.. collapsed around them and, they don‘t. get
a lot of attentlon_from the government OfflClalS-WhO are -

peers and profe551onals S

We have one g01ng on, between .the nur51ng :school, ats
the [University:of: Pennsyavanla and nurses An Klevru And the
1dea that they are talklng to;.one. another :as.peers,- not
somebody coming:.in. from; the out31de to. tell these women. how
they are supposed, to do ht better, but trylng to create - S
51tuat10n of mutual respect ‘So that kind of effért I . thlnk
should be pursued and supported as much as possible,

| QUESTION: Mrs. Clinton, the success of Beijing,

of course, is going to dEpend to a large degree on the
effectlveness of transfe&rlng from the rhetoric in Beijing

to programs of action, particularly by the government. What.
are | the mechanisms that |the U.S. Government has to pressure
or encourage these governments to undertake those programs

of actlon° You, Spelelcally talk about not the aid-related

activities, but other polltlcal o) o off1c1al channels.*ﬁﬁh

MRS. CLINTON ﬂ can tell you what webare trylng ie
to do here in our own cduntry ‘The-: PreSLdent ‘has. created -an .
1nter-agency eounc11aon women, that i's tasked wlth follow1ng
up on Beijing..It.is chalred by the Secretary of ‘Health. and E
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Human Services; - Donna Shalala.

' it 1ncludes both Cabinet offlcers and other hlgh-
ranklng officials in our'lown. government in this inter-agency
council, and each has been. assigned a different aspect of.
the Beljlng platform, sthhat the Department of Labor works .:

‘on many of the issues related to pay equity and other
'worklng conditions for women, the Health and Human Services

Department is working on |follow-up to health issues that
wereiralsed the State Department is tasked with keeping
track of human rights issues. - So there is an effort that we

- are maklng to try to house our follow-up in one place, so

that it is not.disbursed:through the ‘government.-so that it  [...
can ba81cally get lost and so- that nobody is respon81ble for~

I hope that that will be effective in bringing a - .
lot of these issues: to:- the forefront ‘in ‘dur -own ‘country and - :
maklng linkages. For example, we have ‘this new law that! was' ' :-
passed last year, :the- Vlolence Against :Women.:Act, and we
have an office now set up in our Justlce Department.

"""" Ror BEDEM NSRS P T R S PR

If you-track~ the U N Women s Conference as ‘ohe~ of
the great changes that oocurred was between Nairobi, where
violence against. women, partlcularly in the domestic sphere, -
was mentloned for the first: time ‘as ‘auproblem, :and the:r tno i ivsis
empha31s that was ‘put- on|it at Beijing. So what we are
trylng to do is not only better coordinate our own resources
to react against domestlc violence: 1n the Unlted States, sbuto i
to reach out to ‘other countrles- nl hhe i ;

Seadry o Fx\“. i..u_:*

that| women who ‘are: subject to v1olence Adn thelr homes have @i
place to go and‘to be heard and: get recourse of ‘some.kind.... .. s
So we are attempting,: both internally: withimn ‘our:own: FEEAE eE A5 SIS I
government and - externally, reaching out to keep this-

dlscu551on going and to demonstrate to other countries what

the United States is d01ng to fulfill its commitment, so

that it is not just bringing home the rhetoric, it is

actually bringing home an action plan.

QUESTION: ~Mrs. Clinton, I have heard you speak -
before on the 1mportance of women’s political part1c1patlon
and women s role in decision-making. It was a major theme
at the Beijing conference, as you know, and the United
States Government announced two: initiatives, complementary S S I P
1n1that1ves in women’s polltlcal rights-and: women’s = .. w3 oo D e
polltlcal partlclpatlon.{ I-wonder. if. you: ¢ould-icomment: On§%x:wv
how you see women in- dec1sxon -making and women’s polltlcal -
partuc1pat10n in relation.to some.of. the. :dnitiatives-to r | wons
alleviate poverty, to empower women across many dlfferent
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sectors, and how that might play out .for an organlzatlon
such as the World Bank and other ma]or donors._m*: R LR

MRS. CLINTON: . I| hope that.one of the results of
Beijling will be to raise awareness about women’s political |
partiicipation and to catalyze a variety of ways that each of
us can promote that. There are small ways of doing it.

When you attend meetlngs in some countrles and you

know that there may be a woman buried in the bureaucracy who
has been working on this| and she is not invited to the

meeting, ask that she be there. When you make site visits

and you are taken to.the male leaders -of -the.village or the -
project and you know tha¢ women are d01ng at least-half the}
work ask to see:then..: Fhose .are small, but significant -
51gnals about who is 1mportant in the eyes of the World

Bank. I think any conversations, Bank-to-government -
conversatlons, and certalinly government-to-government.: P e
conversations should do. the same, to: try tokralse the. role

of women and thelr partlclpatlon s o rean iy St

There 1s a funny phenomenon 901ng on-. 1n most parts
of the world, probably with the. exceptlon of the P e
5cand1nav1an countries. | There really is a notlceable pull-
back in the participation of women at the highest levels of
decﬂ51on—mak1ng, whether ingphgﬁpubliggprﬁtne priva;gggu¢ﬂq.:w
secﬁor. PR R S

| I thlnk some"oanhat isadue to the : fact'that most
women, regardless of thelir income in the world today, hold
down two full-time jobs,iione.. in; their home.-and :one::outside. -
the lhome, and .the.;amountl.of. energy- that it. 1s-tak1nggfonk:
women to fulfill all those responsibilities is very
dralnlng, and politics has become, if not a disaster in ‘
thelr eyes, certainly of.no help.to them,.and so. they: have: ... .

withdrawn from political| participation. We noticed that in
votﬁng numbers here even in our own country.

So we have to make these issues, whether it is
poverty alleviation or endlng discrimination agalnst women
and |the treatment of domestic violence more real in the
livés of everyday women,| so that they will feel connected to
actions that seem abstract and distant from them and feel in
some way empowered to take more authority over their own

. |
lives,.

So I think.in both”yepygsmall&yaysﬁ‘gachgofmus;cani,,ﬁw
make some points,-and.then :in. larger ways we can.continue to. .
try!to link a-lot of thel . work. that is -being, donegtpiwhat the
changes will be in women’s lives if this work is continued
or if it is dlscontlnued -so. that theymfgalvsomewﬁpake,in,>
lto Tl vt ke " ‘ - . : : B -

i
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Finally, - I thlhk .everywhere we .can work to. ek
eliminate the barriers to participation that still ex1st in -
many countries, we._ shouﬁd speak out agaln. And I think that
goes back to the questlon about your job is lending and how
far |can you go in lending in terms of making both financial
infrastructure suggestions or even linkages between what you.

do ard political change.

But I certalnly thlnk there is a legitimate role,
glven what we know abouq how nations flourish if women are’
active participants, that it is in the long-term interest of
the Bank and its rate of| return that you do link some of
thlslpolltlcal partlclpatlon and de0151on—mak1ng no behalf
of women with the projects that you fund, and I think' that ° :
would begin to: open somel: eyes that mlght not otherW1se be D P
open e T

QUESTION: I ‘work in: a region which is not. . S
tradiitionally a region where promotion of women has been
inighl on the agenda. Now| those are also very hierarchical
societies and it seems: tp -us;:.that. the most: 1mportant’th1ng
is to get commitment: from the top'of the polltlcal AR
leadershlp in those countrles to puttlng women’s issues
higher on their prlorltles.

Beljlng was a. good step in that dlrectlon,-but I

am afraid that. qulckly people will.forget what happened-:in .
Bei]hng Since. -you- arersomeone ~close~toithe:top;swhatrwoulds Foy
you recommend as- strategy-——-a mov1ng target.

What would you:recommendras: strategles forrny -~hout uiiis da lass
reaching those: tradltlonalrpolltlcal leaders insthose
countrles’

‘MRS. CLINTON°' Oh goodness, I.&eﬁfttkﬁow‘.> - |

“»x S Ty YO S PO C S A P BRE e P ST L RS S I

I think that one| of the ways that perhaps we all
could do more to work w1th as you say, hierarchical
leadershlp in many countrles, not just in that region of the
world is to share some of this information with them about
the effects that 1nvest1ng in women have for the long-term
stability and prosperity|of their country.

I find it amazing that many people really don’t

know| what you all know.: |When I was preparing for Beijing,
the best information I. get were-somne rearly studies :that :had
been| done at the World Bank correlatlng 1nvestments 1n women
with outcomes for prosperlty and democracy ;&am : 2 B

Some of the- large multlnatlonal corporatlons do - R
these ongoing assessments of :where ‘theyi:areigoing to make =:o: i
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investments, and one of the factors they look-at is how-
women are treated. -But somehow that information doesn’t get
conveyed effectively to the leadership 'in a lot of those
countries. :

I think it would be very significant if a major
execuﬁive of a multinational corporation, accompanied by a
majorlexecutive'of the World Bank, paid a call on a lot of
these countries’ leaders [and did a presentation. I know
that may sound simplistic, but I am convinced that a lot of
thatlls just not known, it has not been said often enough,
it is not yet absorbed. ‘

You cannot lmaglne how difficult it is to-get. .
1nformat10n like . this. ac]oss to.people, and I have _seen thls_m'
in my own country where:things that we. take" -for- granted -
those of us who know how [the. government ‘works, we are .
stunrled when we go out into.the country-and people don't
know. So that would be cne . suggestion. :

| I think some targeted presentations-that:.don’t-
attempt to make- polltlcaﬁ -points so much:as to inform: .. i~
leaders ‘about what it:is-that’ multlnatlonal corporations and.
others look like. I mean if you have a lot of natural
resources, they are going. to come to you anyway. They are
goxng to want to get it out of the ground and then they are
going to want to leave.you. But if you-have-a more.complex.:
economy or you:are hoplng £S5, develop a.more. complex;
these factors are- 1mporta s s

Secondly,,I;tglnkﬁ‘f t-talki g a
threﬁtenlng thans= talklng about wome

So 1 wouid talk a lot about glrls and'avlot abOut RN

daughters -- A lot..about. daughters and- daughters= - .t <.
oppogtunltles I have had several conversations w1th
leaders in very, very conservatxve countries who have told
me how difficult it is to educate girls and to combat the
extremlsts in their own culture who are against educating
glrls, but how there seems to be kind of an epiphany when it
comes to their daughters, and to link that kind of
commltment to their daughters with commitment to other girls
who Qave promise I thlnk{ls an effective way of beginning a
conversatlon. Because lf you start with young girls and you
educate young girls, theq you do have at least an
opportunlty for people to_be less threatened for several
years anyway.. We will deal .with-that later. .. .

I guess finally I think that: it goes back to' the-
points that several of you made. You know, this dlfflculty
we find ourselves in.-in. talklng about very hard problems and
the consequences. of all. the changes that we are confronting

21

ﬁ?oanymdug'x



http:deal;wl.th

and \what it is‘doinqhto*peopleismindividual*and collective
psyche is something we don’t have a very good vocabulary for

We are not doing) a very good job of articulating a
more positive vision. We are not doing a very good job in-
this country, but frankly nobody is doing a very good job
around the world. We are caught in this transition that we
are [trying to ‘'work our way through and we don’t have an
adequate vocabulary to express what it is we are trying to
preeent as an alternative.

If the alternatiyve is rampant consumerlsm, R
materialism, debasement of values and allenatlon, that is ,
not |very attractive. - And if people turn -on’ their: telev151on A
sets and they see the advanced world and they look at both h
men[and women who are: caught in-all of the personal dilemmas
that get portrayed endless on telev181on, why would anybody
want to change what they have 1n order to move toward that’
So I thlnk part of the West's and ‘the advanced o
economies and however we|want to describe what it is all of"
us are trying to communicate need to do is to spend some
reaf time thinking throuéh how do we talk about it and how
are we honest about the shortcomlngs 1n our own 5001ety.

I mean aAt is-as llttle dauntlng to v151t countrlesewﬂ;h_
that at least have the:féeling-that’ they"are’able to* ~* f”;
malntaln a networksofi: faﬁlllal and- klnshlp networks that are
verﬂ important :torthem: and toiseetheir' panic at“the” ;dea“
that they will bev brogen ‘down becausevof‘the-lntru81oh of
the lelectronic fiedialandithe relentless: ‘pressureés” forfil*
consumption that drives S0 much of what they see happenlng
elsewhere, or when.they: see .the breakdown of families and

the jabsence of fathers and :allof the- other social problems.

When we were in Nlcaragua, there was a huge
billboard on the side of |the road with a crying child
saying, "Father, why have you abandoned us? Please come
home." And they have thls huge problem now because of war
and learthquakes and. everythlng else, where family structure
has |[just taken a terrlble beating in the last decades. You
find this litany of 5001al problems that is marching its way
through the world connected in the minds of many
consgrvatlve leaders and |many religious people with all that
they!don't want. You know, they link education with these
problems. - They link credit or political participation.

We ought to be recognizing that this is a major -
dilemma for us and there|ought to be a way we can better
express both honestly the drawbacks we have in our own
society and what we 1ntend as individuals and collectively

i
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. to do about them, and the vision we have of what individuals

| ’ who jare given a chance to express themselves, but can remain

. rooted in culture and religion and the larger society, are
able to do if given the |support to do s0.

So these are 1ssues that I would like to see all
of us spend some time thlnklng about, because we don’t
' discuss them very well.] And everywhere I travel, political
.leaders in democracies descrlbe how their countrles are
div%ded right down the middle.

| Whether it is the separatist vote in Quebec,
whether it is Prime Mlnlster Rabin attempting to get the
Knesset to ratify his moves toward peace, whether it.is
eleetion after election|where the margins are razor thin and
people are very divided|one against the other, that should
tell us something, that| there is a great deal of concern,
discontent, confusion about what the future means to all of
us.| Aand those who believe in progress and development,
which includes everyone| in this room or you would not be
here, we must do a better job of expressing what we mean by
that in today’s world, end showing more respect for the
moorings that culture and society give, but rejecting the
1ntblerance and the divisiveness that they also lead to.

So until we can better articulate what it is you
are doing to achieve, we will continue to encounter '

. ' ske‘lpticis‘m,” as well as }resistance, and we can only begin to
wear that down by trying to present abetter vision that is
moqe honest and more 1ﬁclus1ve about what it is we are
worklng toward in the 2lst Century, and that is a challenge.
for all of us. None of us, in my view, is doing a very good
]Ob of it. All of us ére trying to find our way in our
words, and any help that the World Bank could give on that
front I know many of us would welcone., :

! " Thank you very much.
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