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::,:, MR. WOLFENSOHN ::.:~. GObd .morning,'" ladies and 
. gentlemen. It is: a great privilege and anhbnbr for.me\to 
;..,:introduce this morning to ypu the Fir'st'LadY'of the'UnitE~d" 
. states, Hillary Rodharn Clinton. ,:;'; ., . .' 

'I ' /."
~. I know that I speak: to you, Mrs. Clinton, on 
behalf of everybody when I say that we are absolutely 

;:fhrille~ that you:arehere~ith~us~ ~All~of' us'kno~-thatyou,. ·:play a ~ajor role ..in thelifec of this' country' and the:'life
" 

::of the ""orld. Those ofthat-heard'youor read your speech( '. :~n Beijing had a reaffirmation of your deep concerns for 
;:,'Wom7n ' s I. r ig~ts , for women:~ s /. edu~ation._..•. a~d::' empowerment ,and 
'..soc1al ]Just1ce fori a,ll.>:· ..•: ..•.. :.: " . 'C." 

.. ', lAS I re-read your s~eech last night, I was 
~,reminded that really no one/ can' forget your statement ~here 
you said, nlf there. is' one message that echoes f6rthft'om:' 

':',:this copferen<;=e, it isthatl hu~ari-rigtlts: are w6men's~rights~
.qnd women's r1ghts, are' human'r1ghts.".·· ••.. , ,;. ',,' 

lAnd you, went on to 10mment about the' role of women 
.and their families, where ybu said" "If women are healthy 

',and edupated, their familie~ will flourish. If women have a 
.:chance to work and earn as fUll and equal partners in 
.societyl, their families will flourish. And when families 
'.:flourish, communities and n~tions will flourish." 

~{ I I know that you und~rstand the role of the wor,ld 
:aank, and I know, that you know that we.share your concerns. 
~'we'che~ish your leadership~ We cherish your interest • 
. may I shy personally I cherish· very. much the many ,refer 
,y<;>u. nowl make toth7 World Bcink as you spea~ in terms of 
'g1v1ng us support;1n places I where 'we n~ed1t,;> 
i" , r',," :~. 
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IWe share with y:ou: y!our"int~rest, ineducat~onfor " 
\ . girls, in basic health care, .~nd .. Jn a~c~ss:. to",predit...,al)d, r.·e servic~s. And. we know"as /you do,. that loans as sInall.as H 

, ••• 

$100 to a woman can help. double her family's income 6ver a 
· . I • d 	 If Ive-year perlO .. I .

I In fact, in ju~t t~is 'ia~t':~e~~~:J~~~ie~~/'h~'ip~d:':"" 
us organize here at the Ba~k the first meeting of our policy 
Advisoty Group on Microenterprise Lending, including

I . 	 I
Mohammad Yunus, whom you k~ow well, Nancy Barry. of the 
Women' FWorld Banking;Mar~o,.Atara of Action:--.:. '" ...:'.' ;" 
International, and oth~r.lrader~ ~n.,. tlje t ie~d ~ An~ w~ '."., ..... 
commit~ed ourselves: yet. agrin,.to, ,move.dorward in this,area.:: : 
of fin,ancing which. ~s,::pf:spchgreat .importaDPe to. the 
development of women's roles in the world. 

. '/ I would like, to.. p.~!Y;':t~\; y~u: filar i~':~y,'Alm~aJ ,,' '.~:, '.' 
Meetir~~ speech" by, accide~t I·,wrpte;t~at we' jJJ.d}Je,: O,l.lrr .....,: .' 
effectiveness and, not. by', qbureallG:)::'at'lc process,.bMt·. the", (',:", .... ,": : ,. ;;'. 
smile Ion a child~s face .. ,),IHay:ing,.:rC?ap... yo.U)~\;speE:!~pu:~,nd:.;h~\(ingc' 1, '" 'i.:'. "~ 

I,' 	 • I ~ .""been ~o Beijing, I, should lamend it and say. that·, you, judge .. ,'.. ,'; ~ ; 

our s~ccess bY',the, smiles r9n a, motp.er's anQ.: a .chi+d~s, face. . 
. 

Faces, I guess.·it;·-is.~· AT;ld so I say to you today that we 
cheri~h the fact that you,re here. You have within this 
groupl people who care gre.<;lt'~y. a,bpl,l.t .. the ..i$sues a~out whic}) .. 

."." -.. 	 you care, and I ,: w.gnt YOlld:.o know ;t;.h,.g:t:~ we.: a,11.. ?dmlX~ ,aDd';',t., ; 

respept and are,gratefl:ll"for the. e.fforts'.!:hat;'·you·give=to, 

the causes that we share,. I ,:" ,. , • ,'"".
c· ' ""; 

r (~,.,.:,:;:' ',,' ';')t'k,' ::.:'., ",i)t: '., .~, ." ."'.i 

I May I :i,ntroduce tpe Firf;t;~~<ly of.;the' Ur:li ted,.,." .. ,;' . ',.' '.,';"'': 
state's, Mrs. HiJla:rY ~oe-hilm .CJ~n:t:on. .: :·'r, ... , ..... '.. '....'. 

'.- . r.. : ~'. j 1,· .':,... -. '-. ,": ~.-;.~ .f .... ...... ;~- ~::" .~, C;,',_<, 

, . .~. "." i .. ·, .. ".. . '. 

MRS. CLINTON: "Th'~nk you: lrhank you very much.j 

Than~ you all. Thank YQJ ,ve.ry;,mJ.lc1)i (.:.r.i,·rrt,',fQr·:that:·,kinQ 
intr<;>duction and· for..: inv~ting me.·. to he.. p~.!=':t of th~§> :.:\_:.' ,:.'. 
significant ser-ies,of meetings that youwill,be having. about 
follbw-up to the Beijing/conference. 	 . 

I appreciate the/conference organizers for putting 
this together because I think that the conference itself 
opened many doors and mihds, but now it falls to all of us 
in o~r various capacitie~ to determine how we will keep 
thos,e doors open, to walk through them, and to take' the 
oppdrtunity that tl)ose open.minds give us to work together 
to ~ake change;on behalf; of,th~ issues' that you have.wo~ke(j ~~. 
on so hard and that>many~of. us sh<;\re.,w~,th you.• , ,' .. ', '. :,~" ...... ;... ;' ,.I As I 10~;k at,',thii's ~'~~ience',\ :£'<:\m:rer,n'i~ded'::'~a~ I"'>';"'''' 

always am when I think ~bout the World Bank, of how 
repfesentative this instij. tJ.lt,ion ,ip" ot,.: p;~9i?Je,: ?It ov,€':.r .tpe· .' ;.," '." 
wortd and thei~ IPsP:irat10ns.: ·',A.nd :I. ,\ya.n.k tp; c~:mgrCl,tulil,!:~ ,a.tl 
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of you and the; Bank,~';on its:icontinuing commitment; to the •..' 

difficJlt but crucial task 10f,improving lives of~people 

everywhere and' to'congra.tll~ate.you on your,·emphasis on.women 

and chilldren.·:·,·.· :..i., .. .•. :1, •. : .... ,.: .. ,.",' . ',.' ."." ''':' "-'" ,,",\.' " 


'1. 	. .. . 
. I know. by..your.very' presencehere.you ,need I1ttl~. ,',

1

persuading that ,investing .iln women .should .be, .atthe.. core of,,·. 
any striategy to alleviate poverty, energize economies, and 
strengthen our global family. I know that you here at this 
Bank sdek to maximize the ieturn on your loans and 
investnlents, and supporting projects that raise'. the.social, 
economic, political, and legal. status of women in'their 

. l' I d . t ' . i . f th d t' t t·f aml les an COInIDUnl leS.-:,ls,.one·,o " e,soun es ·~.:1.nvesmen S:,",::·'. 
countries and the World Bartkcan make. " " ' .. 

I As Jim ~~~d~' I b~lieve "~tronglY a~d I think we are 
now a1'l recognizing that,. if,women,are healthy:.and.educated; 
their ~amilies .,do better.; ... IIf they· are. f·ree,·from:. violence ,-;,~i 

their families',do, better. >:I'Ifthey ..'hav.e.'t.~ecopp<;>rtunity,·~o.: 
ear~ <;",lj)d work as:fulL·and'Tqualpartner~~:~ni:~oclety, .thelr.; 
famliles do better. ,.And ;wnen, those. faml1les:do:better,i then' 
the cortununities· and nation~Lof,which;;tney are';.il·,part do:,,;, 
b tt I 11· 'v" ., ...• 1..e er as we . " .. """ "';"{',[," ..-;' '.! ;':. Ii;: '..C""'''.!):,'' 

B~t these simple c~lculations are ones that many 
......'...,..... 	 .1n our world, even·.after "ail the. work of :.. the,World Bank":.in 

recent y~ars, eyen after.t~e U.N~;~onferehces incCopenhag~n 
and Beijing, still fail toJunderstand. There are many who 
seem tb think that so-called women's issues--education and, 
healthl ?are~ for exa~ple-~~re,~soft~'~is~uc:s;-; notjwo~thy:.. of:i ;: . 

.. ' .. , ~ ,•. .'. 

.'" '. ".' 
:, ,

.. ",' 

address1.ng ln any strateg~c.rnanneri or ln~~onferences~such t~~ ~,0G~~C~ 
as the~e. But;·:that .. is;. wrortg ,'::and'you~are ':,helping' to-prove"::-, .;.:"'" ', .. , i'::,

't . . d I 	 . .. .' .tha t 1 ls\Yrong·-;everY,:·,ay;.·;,.:·: ....":.. '." :':):,.; ";'" ::'J. ",;' .. ,"" .. 

I Issues""t~~t L~ffecti the well-being of women and 

familieS across the world -are"just as '.hard ::and. just as<·.:·:, 


r 	 t • . • tcentrall to our',future success: and prosper lty;-,as '-flgurlng·;'out",,~. 


budget~, determining deten~e strategies, and negotiating 

trade agreements. I . 


I The economic 	 insecur~ty 0; every nation hinges 
part on the productivity abd well-being of its women. This 

is pa~ticularly true in de~eloping nations where so much of 

your work takes' place. Women represent more than half the 

world'is popUlation. They !tend to be the primary nurturers 

and teachers of the,world' Is ·children and·, caretakers of.. our 

elder~y ... Women in. dev~lopling countries :gr<;>w:at.le<;",sthalf 


: the world's food.·,·In shor1t,,:theyare.·:the.,unrecognl:zed<::; 
backbdne of the,.worldeconomy.· . ' 

I I 
; B.ut women are 70~ercentofthe,worlci~s. poor, 'and,:._ 

~... 
two-thirds of these"are nor' taught to ~read a'nd ~write~' .'.To'~'.': 	 .' : ':." .. ~ . 
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this day, they continue to/die from dise~s~sthat sho~ld .. 

have b~en prevented or'treated~'~hey' too'often' are£orced 

to wat~h their children ~u~cumb to malnutrition cau~~d by" 

poverty. While they often/grow and prepare the food their 

famili~s eat, women in some countries continue to be'fed 

least cind fed last. "women'! are'''oftEm". being denied: the right 

to go fo school by their own fathers and brothers. They are 

being *arred from the bankilending office and banned from 

the ballot box. 1 


, , 'I ", 
Those who. enj oythe :opportunities. of,' education ," , ..,. -. 


health care, jobs,. cr.edit): and .. legal. and political , rights 

are flourishing,' in, the.,newf.wCirld i economy·.:, ',Those:'.w-ithout" ".;'", '." 

such obportunities-~ahd mo~toften they are women and 

children--are lagging fart~er and farther behind. 


j .. , '. .1 ".r~ : ~ n :.~ !',: ...; .... - -~.~~. , .,'''.'''. 

;"I So long·:,as those~bstacles~exist; so lo~g 'as' women -, , 

are. prevented anywhere"',fro~: realizing., their::: Gbd':'giYen," ',',' , 

potent ital, the:.' v i9ious. 'Cy'dJ.e ,of· :poverty' .that:· traps not,;only 

women,i but also their children, husbands, communities, and 

nations will continue.; And this. trend threatens the very,·", " 

instithtions we, are: seeking' ..to.. uphold:str'ong' fami·lies,·, ' 
 ;,', : 

strong economies; and·strohgdemocracies. ,.,' .. ' ,.; ....:,. 
f 

As Jim WOlfehsohn~old the_~elegatesin Beijing, 
,not tO empower;··..women'.i~· a·;ltragically~m.issed--opportuhity" .. not., 
only to create, a. more J ust;:but, also,; ,a;: more "prosp,ero.us, :.,;, ;',:': 

. ;.... , 

sociel-
I 

At th~c~~~~:~~:~~rinB:i~~~~;.':~omL~~~' ~~~"~~~~~:,, . 
all walks of life and a 1>1 rregions'::;made. cl:ear<that-democracy.· 

and priosperity;:cahnotubei"at:tained' bb~sus,tained in,;c.ount-ries· :'. 

that do not valu.e. wOfnena~ .furl and ,equal: partners: in," :," 

societ.y. . '. "~:-.:: !"'? :.\!.~~ ,::~ . y :.-,~~; ;'.i;
.:':',";':-'.1' 

. I It was' 'a -: ~i~t~~i:~~lc~~:fe~ehce'.:·~ ::',~~~e~~'~~,~ 180:;" . '"::. 
natio~s agreed to implement a platform that enumerated 

specific ways to expand t~e rights and oppqrtunities of 

women Iaround the world. So the conference was a success, 

despite many of the naysayers before it began. But it was 

only ~ step. , 


I 

Now it is up to e~erynation, every non

governmental organization} every concerned individual to 

make :kure that the spirit~ energy, and commitments of 


. Beij irg are carried'. forward.: And, ,the: ,World· Bank is ·.a· '·c." .. 

crucial partner','~a vital:player':in our :w9rld~~ efforts, to::: ': ~ .. ' " 

ensur~ that. thegf?~ls: andi ,r.emedies:. agr~ed :toin Beijing,.'.:',
becomr reallty.· .... , :",'" t, '; :,.....: :'. '." . . 

I The Bank is alrea~y .supporting:.severaLprbjects'.· ...:;·. ", 
that rave made,: a:' significrnt-.. :difference,inl the,·lives::;Of.:'.many'" . :. ..: --' :/ 

I . 4 
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;' poor women. And ,your: parti1cipatidn in:."internat'icina:·X' -:,.-i 
microf ihance programer,. ~incl:ud-ing -the new' consultative':group 
to assik.t the poorest, is' ailready yielding·returns .. ·· . - •. , 

. ' . . . . I . . _ : I ~;": ,; , . ." I .. ;', 

i 

During visits to South Asia and South America this 
year, I saw firsthand .the, tJra:nsformingeffect: small loans to 
women can have' on families.: Inmany"cases,those loah's do 
double ~amilyincomes .. They do lift familie~ out· of 
poverty:. And, maybe more iimportantly, they give confidence 
to wome!n who before had norte, confidence to believe their .' 
lives a!re worthy,. their chilldren ' s'· .1ives are of valUe,: :and,:;-'' 
confide!nce in the future wHich is the first 'step' towards:' . 
sustaining the: kind, ,0f.;pro~perity-:a:Iid 'democracy thatfut\ll:'e ,._". 
hope nhies upon.' -::.. ':. - .. ' .-, .' ',.'-- . "::"'''" .. ··••'<.- " ·i 

I Anyonewho'-'has! 'v'is~tE:!d\.Ela: Bhatt ant? s~~~ in 
India Has seen that look of. confidence on the faces of those 
women. I Anyone who has VisiLted the'GrameenBank: ih' ;... ,-,':::".,,' ~1,1 .'", ..:,:." 

Bangladesh has seen .that Idok<,of cOnfidence. . ".,' -',"" ,." ..... 

r I knb~".t~:t·~h~n -~,I'~'en~ti~~~'~~e:;~~-~la~~ ~~~;~1:~I "O::~;:~ ;:.'~_;'" .. ~~>~:.',;.,; 1"; ,-" 

visited the participahts~ il1'theGrame·E:m'Bank,-.'- I'was told···· ',-.. ,,,,.,.,, / 

before 'going thab:it.was a 'Ivillage of Hindu untouchables, 

that no one goes to that village., And because I was going 

to thati village, a nearby ~illage of Muslims wanted me to . 

come there aswelli.:.;. But,. unfortunately~mY'-schedule didhbt·:, 


.: ....permit.1 So' for the-'first' thme;' 'Muslim ~women came to- 'the'i 
,. '; ;: , '; "',,",.Hindu Village. ··.·They wereefitting'.togeth-er·ih-rows!. o'n";" ",: '. ,-' 


benche~. And as I walked tiowardthem,:"'seeirigthem'; in their:....'- ::.'e

multicchored saris:~:>I COl;flct, hot··.tell' ·whorwas·;'a:Hihdlf.:~eXClept·: ,,'" .. ' -
for theI red dot'on:·.the forehead.I·Then as they talked, I 

could Jot tell any differedce,in their aspirations or their 

hopes for themselves and·theii'famirie~:~·c~ ;'Ahd··as-;;Italketl-;"?;' 
with them individua'lly: aboJt~'what~; they"had' sI)en't t.heir·: loans L ;' . :."a;:, nc, 

for I I Iheard the,same:'stor{es"fr.bm"Hii1dus'·:a~nd Musl~ims~~aTike':', . , 

buying a milk, cow, -' buyIng ja:, second milk cow, buying a 


rickshaw for a husband to make a living. 

I I . 
, All that I heard rJinforced my belief that 

provid~ng this kind of opp6rtunity was not only a bridge to 
economic prosperity, but at least a hoped-for bridge across 
many other divisions that keep up apart from one another. 
. I - I '. 

j Expanding a woman's access to credit is essential 
to elevating her status inlher own home as well as in her 
society. Microlending ins~itutions have helped women with 
that status to· become recognized'·'breadwl'hn'ers:..;:They,- are,:T.:: 
respon~ible' for: the: first,:time ·to' help:~·,tmproVe'thelivihg' 
conditions of their::famili~s'i" ":.: >..:,>.;.-,,; nd t...·:':· ';,0 :",,', 

,-; f" •• 

I At a roundtable diL~sio~in~an~iagO' Chil~';:'! .. ,' ".'.', •. 
t met a seamstress who compat-ed·.'herr··new"'si t:uation,;" having" .. : ;: -.';' .', 
I . I

I . 

I 5~e 
I 

iJ 

I 




",'" 

receive<jl a micrQCredit:lQanl, to' that .o.f a .caged,·bird,set 

free. withQut a.sewing, machine,;, thiswQman 'cQuld ,barely. '.,' 


make a living and cQmpetewithQther. factQries ,and:: 

seamstd~sses. She tQld me, I "I felt like.I 'had'all ·this~,'."" ., 

PQtenti~l and all this ener~yj but ,like I was a bird .in a 


I'cage." Then she' :applied fQr and received a small lQan. 
With it, she bQught a mQderh sewing machine. "I kissed that 
sewing fuachine Qver and o.ve~ again," She to.ld me. .' 

/ In the united statek, we ~o.o. are trying to. 
establish microlE;nding .. netwbrks, to. helpQur PQo're,st,wo.men: '._ 
and families beco.me indepentlent and self-sufficient. Even 
here in; the UnitedStat~s, J-lQmen/·s:acc€!ss· ..tQ-credit .-ls.-still.· ':' 
very, diiff ic';!l t . 'As. Qne wom~n. at a mi~rQlend~ng. prQject.. ;in.' .. 
CQIQradQ sa1d tQ;lme;::;l'TQo.:c,many; great 1deas....d.1e1n .the 
parking l lQts Qf banks. ", I ' . 

. 1 '. ;': ·r·..· .'; .,':"··f·: :: ."':' .. '•••:,'. , .•".".1.•".'

IThat is::a situatiQn;·we...can do. something.:a.bQut·. ':1,.At. 
each.Qfl these smel:ll: banks slupport~ng micrQlending ,:in Chile, :. 
<;>r N1ca~agua QrBangladesh pr :::End1aij(t~e-i-lo.an::repayrnent,',rate~, " 
1S cQnsI1stently".near. 1.?Q:pe:rc~nt.• : I.t::.1B. \a.'rate.. :o.f:>r_e,.t~Fn·· f ' .. 

the wQr,ld' s mo.st prest!1g1QUS ·and··.·powerful·, ~b.anks;..:can:.o.n+.y~: 

dream °i
f ~he united states J~~~:~es s'~rOnglY' in""q) '<", ',nq 

internatiQnal microlendingjefforts. and-:-ha.s. p.J,;€!dg~d ::t:hrQugh.; :.' . '" 2:: 
U.S. AID to. suppo.rt: such~ prIQgrams:. abroad~: ...And; t;.hrough· the"), ',.' 
creati9n o.fthe CQmmunity~ :.D/evelopment.f:Lnancial- Instt't,utj"pn.s.·, •.. 
Act, w~ p.lan tQ::dQ.,_sQ:here:,at~ ho.me as 'well;, And.we .~h_av~:.::!. . :." 
learned a great :;d.ealf~o~;.1he.,(:c€!xperierice :.Qf :.microl,ending:J.c;.Y ;;. 
abroad. 1,:':~'\,""-' ~i':~'>"'l' ~~")r:' .~;~:~. ..": ..-.,._. c:~·~t '.' :'7:;'-- :'~'::'.'.~:;":' " 

When m~" '·~~·~band waJ GQvernQr Qf Arkansas I he" . 

calleduPQn MQhammad Yunus"fin :·1985 ~fQr(advice:_;in,:cr:eatingd; 

Arkans4s' Qwn grbup..,based J:)o.rrO.wing prQgram called ;..II·the· ;,::,::. 
 : • ~ I 

gQQd-faith fund ~:" ... -.:.- ;, ..;!.". -;. :Y:'·".::-. ',,,""0." 

. ' I 

In keeping with QnJ~~ the co~itments th~"uni~~~ ;o ... ,'! I 

states made at the Beijing ICQnference, the ~reasury 

Department is establishing ian annual Presidential award fQr 

micrQeJterprise excellence~ The Department will also. 

cQQrdiJate a Federal micrQenterprise initiative that will 

help pJblicize micrQ,credit land micrQenterprise, set' 

benchmJrks fQr prQgrams to. use in assessing their Qwn 

effQrt~ and better standardize existing effQrts. 


. () Ii .WQmen ~~~n~tbeCQmJ full participants in the' 
sQcial and PQlitical liVeS./Qf.,their.CQUntr.-ie,$::lHithout., ;,; __·i·I.: : 

prQficfency in. reading' ~and .writing..,And.:wha;t ,cwe~; OClve:-tTied L ;, 
to. do. here at theB~nk an~ ,what- YQu--:haveb<;en' accQJllpl1shing;. 
arQund I the Co.un:trY::::1stak1r;tg ._$teps tQlame11'Qr:atethe ;;, ,i. ! ,. '. 

si tuatiQn many .MQmenf,ind 'Themselves ;·in. Jim WQlfensQhn and 
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his predecessor, Lew prestJn" have .long noted that,' ,t", 


invest~ents in 'education are 'the single ,most ,important ' ' 

contr~lj>utions the Bank ca~lmake,to strengtheningw,omen's 

role l~ development; -, And~~ welcome the Board and the Bank~s 


creation of the Lewis Preston Fund for the Education of 

Girls. ,',:, ",,' "/ : I,.:",' ":'~,:'! '''.': "(.:','" ,_-:,-",,", ;-:,-. 


~., .. .: -~ : '--.. ~. r: . 
I 

Educated women ten9- to marry later and plan the 

size of their families. with fewer children, they have more 


I I 

~ime apd resources to caret ~or t~'em~ .TJ:ey. stress, the 

lmportp.nce of school tOlthelr chlldren and'recognlze'the 

need f~r basic,health ca~e~ Most importantly, eduGatton, .... " ~ .. ; .. '.' .... . . 


helps women galn self-conf~dence.:and.,epcourages.them to' '. 

reject l traditional notionsi :of:second-class citizenship that 

condemh them and their chiQdren to lives of poverty. 


'I The World Bank "~'s.~~~· ,i;~~or~'~:~r'gu~~ant~~ ':{~ •.the,!', '" 
, I -" -,', '. '" " 

effor~ to make sure :the wOirldmeets.~th~~goal set bythe:'U.N. 

Summit on Childn:n to .. incrjease ,primary.::school"cornpleti,~n ,,:';; ..\ 

rates ltor. bot~::,gl:rls and';~oys to ,?,Q','P7rcent.;: LenG_ourage:: 

you to malntaln!,your"cornrn~tment to thlS goal., ,las ;:well as,the,' 

new gqal of raisingrseconqary:school!,Cornpleti9n"to,6,Q:1;~ i j;:;~ , __ ,_ 

;'". \. 


percent I proposed by."Jirn"'iolfensohn: in::-Beijihg .. 

Also fundamental is health' care. Girls 'cannot " .. , _ " 

study and womemcaimot wotk well without ·basic,:hutriti-on:·:Cl~d,:,,; " '!'<, 

prote<p~ion f:ornd~sease.:--!Toornany':wornen,-in,~evelop,il}9\ .., :c-,," '~:, " 

countrles stll1,dle, of un,r;tecessary,cornpllcatlons;froID:,< 'j':,. ;'", ~ :," 


child~irth ,and'sick:'girl~,are i~6ft;en,denied, ,potentiCilly,~ :':.:, , " ',' " 

life-saving treatment sirnply~because~ofttheir2sex~~ Tfiese 

issue~ should be at'the f~refr6nt of any strategy to assist 

women'. ,,'I, ,'~", !:,.:-'';. ';::l':":':(" "'-'" 
 : '.":; 

; r"..:t ~,,·,,:';'I- -:; ':;:-::. ,,': ,;', :, :'~"'-");:; "'".:~" 
I want"also:,to':cbpgratulate, the Bank; on ,its latest '/", 


effor~s to ensure equality between the sexes and its lending 

programs and its own employment practices. As a major 

source for many developing.nations'of both funding" and , 

examp;le, you are in a unigue position to influence their 

anti~poverty programs. II am heartened to know that through 

your new gender analysis and policy group, gender issues 

will be addressed in all Fountry assistance strategies and 

lending programs sponsoreld by the Bank. I am also pleased 

that Ithe World Bank reco~nizes the unique perspectives women 

bring to these issues and has actively sought to increase 

the ~epresentation of wo~en in leadership positions within 

the Bank. , , i". " ' 

I Women sometimes ,:~~~~ that:'~~he~s" ';~'~undj':the,:w~r~d: ; ,:: 
are ~ngaged in.: the: same struggle they are .. Ib has been. 'one ':' . 

. • I • ' 
of the most heart-warmlng experlences that I have had to 

.bring women together and:[,t6 ;see ,women,:: lin., dif,ferent cODte~t;5·. '. j:,; • 

1earring fromea~h'otherr" ~. 7' , ~ ~ '. ; ,;;, , '..'C, ". "',, , "." " 



When Im'et with smalll :borrowersat .,the FINGA, 
. " ", ,/'B~nk ~nManagua,·Nicaragua il I' met women ,who hadca'r,:,eddut 

·11vel1hoods as ,bakers, seamstresses,makesof:mosqu1to 
netting~ automoblle'parta shleswo~en,and,they.askedme··" 
about wpmen in India who we~e doing the same thing. . 
Apparently they..had -se.enso~etelevision coverage of-my trip·' 
to south Asia, -and they: wanted to know wha'bwomen half:a ",.,' . 
world akay were like and 'W'hkt they were doing with the loans 
they refeived. I . 

I At thatmoment~ I fell t I ·had witnessed a profound 

connectlonamong womenarouhd our world, one that transcends 

borders and reaches from thia barrios of,: Managua> to the .:: 

village~ qf Ind"ia a.n'd. beyond." ..': ._~ '. .,":: ~'". . .~: 
 c.' m", •• 

. so now tw~ mo~ths' ~~ter Bei'j ~ng; - we st'~Il h'a:ve \ n: ... 

much to do in making the met:,sage of· that conference' live' in 
the minds and hearts Df.peoble,all over the world, and we 
have evkn more work to do· in implem~nting the agenda for 
action that was adopted:~: Blht: I believe- thatwefhave::turi)ed· ' '", 
an impo~tant corner, ,that f6rthefirst. time: trfst1 t\itl,ons'as 
significant as ;the~World Ba~k,governments'!like:that Of· my 

. owri couhtry~ and-'people thr6ughout the world in NGOs and on 

their o~nare, finally sayin~ and believing that women should 

be valued and invested in. lAnd if we carry forward on that 

pro'mise, then L am'eonfident.'we.wil1:·.see· resul-ts,;'in;·the ;.:.: .... ;
..:,"" 
short and medium·.term' that will in many ways'reflect·thi::l't: 

this new commitment: is.' wellJ1,founded.• ·:-And: your teadership~
lboth in articulating. it and·limpl~menting·.'it, will" be c"rucial 

to any hope for 'progress that we have .. ··~· ,', .', .c' _. "u' 


.. , ~ , '. I~ ..~" f:, .', ,.,' , .....'.:; :.,'.j,".; : ; y : "'-: ~'..., - ." 

,: Thank you' for what 'you are doing, .,' but mOre'· than :-,.,' ". ,'" :,; c' 
. "..~.that, thank you" for/what: yoljt::;will'::be :90ing'nowiaildi-n ·the ,,' 

future bn behal~:, of women,el~ryWhere. Thank" you"very inuch.' " . 

MR. WOLFENSOHN:The First Lady' has agreed:to:~ '0 .h ,. 

answer questions and has asked' me if I can call" on a few of 
you that I hope will indicate that you want to ask 
questiohs. I 

IMRS. CLINTON: But if you don't, that's all right, 
too. , . .., I' 

, " . ' 

MR. WOLFENSOHN: Yes, sir.? 
. '. . . .'. .. ," .,), .; " 

QUESTION:,. Mrs ~ Clirlton i' I heard you in Beij ing ~ , 
. ..!.; ~ :" 'and I also heard',here'your ;Ebmphasison.improving access to . 

women and girlsiin\'educat·iorL,·, It ,is 'quite':well'placed,;: 

,.1 ,T1;e di~~mrn~ '~hi~h~4fa~~ in,the .inte.rna.tional 
";.: ".>'organ1zat10ns 1S that poverty reduct1on'·:lnvolves :Keeping':.~he" 

: ''(e' , . 
, ,./ 8 



.
( women ~ho are·alreadybelow the poverty line .c6me up ,with 

education and opportunitie~for employment ... So .given .our"e collec~ive role," s~ou14w71 inv7stin' girls' 'education for 
the pr1mary schoo11ng, wh1ch w1ll take, you know, many" . , I .. 
generations and many decades, or should we really allocate 
our redources . for-, Titeracy lof ·theadult·, women?:" ,'And'-I':would" w-, : ... 

very much like your opiniory.because you'have .traveled·both 
in south Asia and other parts of the world, where poverty 
prevaiis, as to the intern4tional organizations such as the 
World ~ank, where.should 04r emphasis be and where our 
priority should be. I 

'. I 
. 1 -'

• I
I 

MRS. CL~NTON: wel~"r.think.that/s a: very . 

1mportant quest10n, andr do not pretend to ~e.anexpert. 


about ~ny region ,of: the .w0~ld·.,:, 110r.i.iof,cthab,part;.iculalt.i.! ,;,; j>. i. ',:':;:,:... 


subjec~ . But-r 'do believe It.hat :the shoyt' answer ~s you have" 

to do both, arid how .you allocate;thbse resource~ 1S '.:.. 


· 11 th ... h' 'llenge" I, '.., ....., ~,. ","; .. , .. '.'~ ... , .." obV10US y e ca· .~. 'r '.' '.. 'c"''-''''' .' ;...: .::C., '. /. ,. :::;:' 

- I But I lthi~'k :'~;~e;~' :..J~e~ome·' ;'~~e:~i~iye' ···~a:ys ~of~ <::>' ..:;. ;.: ~': ... .,", ;'.<~ 
leveraging resources·andmcl.ximizing;ithem·'..that Thave··:seen·in:- :,::~ .:;h'_:::" 
action in vari.ou·s 'partsi,of,!the yorlq. ",'Let ;me:1 just ment'lbn'a . 
few.' . .... " "1"-' -. . . .,... , ....... . 


r t~ink providing Jncentives for familiesto.keep 
girls in school :::throughl. dirlect:;-food aid',L:even,kthrough. direct.; 

I/··~-:· monetarfy assistance,::':<is a rlelatively cheaper way of engaging 
thoseiamilies in suppo~tirlg girls' education than some ofIe 
the ot~er ways we have~.:tri9d.'-in;:·the;pasb..=. So T would urge 

that the World Bank look at some of the food for education 

progra~s. r know there::.is. lone that:.:! :~per.sonally:visited:: in' ;',' "'. '_ 

Banglaqesh that,.the··Prime':Mrnister .·.,the~e ha::f supported i:whe·r-e..;::.. ,., .. ":',.:. ". 

r saw 
they 
.1n sc 

. 
where the direct payment of. compensation to 
relatiVely, very small amoJnts was enough of 
keep t~eir daughters in sedondary school. 

.1 

I 
I 

I also think, though, that there has 

families "liiledup' onde 'a ·.week·to. get :commodities which:;- '.' "_ 
w~re only' 'abl-e ',to·rec~..ive·.)Jecausethey: .kept their; girls. ".
hi 1 .. Iqo .. -: ,",." ;', !'f J ." ..::- '. 


I There was a second~ry program alsb- in 'Banglade~h

families in 
an incentive to 

. 

to be some 
emphasis on what r would cdll family literacy, ~nd there I 
think tine of the benefits df the possible spread of global

I. I 
techno~ogy may be to use sqme of that technology for 
enhancing literacy' among adult-agedwomeh .•. And: yet . one of 
the bedt ways for engaging ladult-aged women in literacy is 
through their'child's education. I have seen that being 
very sUccessful, either at Ithe workplace but more 

, '.'< ;' ';successfully within the-family unit. '." 

rsraei .h~'~" ~i prog~~m £h~'~::~; im~ort~d \'~ <~A~:~a~'~~~ .. 
I 
I 
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called HIPPY, the Horne Inst~uction Progra~ for Preschool 

Youngst~rs, which it began ~o'implement following waves of 

refugee~ primarily fromNor~h Africa and Ethiopia in the 

late 19~Os and 1970swho we~e having.a difficult time" 

sociali~ing their children ~o be s~ccessful in the Israeli 

~ch<;>ol fystem. By, ,.workin~, rdth the _mother~to:~ake ev7n .. 

lillterate mothers feel.llk,e.they were:·thelrchlld'.sf1rst '". 

teacher~ there was quite a success in both preparing the , 

c~ild apd in convincing thel mother to increase her own 

Ilteracy level. " 


I .I 
, I So I thi'nk'di~~ct gr'~~ts' to' famiiie~' 'to' k~~'p them 
in school with ,a.commitmentl·to girls. l . education, family.· .... , .. 
literac~ program,s,. and then I think if you are going to 
follow through on your s7condary program, 60 percent . 
completfLon rate ,..;there -Wllll,hgVe': to 'bemore schools bUllt. 

,And any~hing you can do t<;> pnc<;>urage nation~ to do that, . 
bec,:usel one of the gr7ab 'lmpedliment~ ,"even; 'If 'they~er;d:: ".," ... , 
thelr daughters, to prlmary. school;: lS that.many famrlles' ::~ '. ... ,:.:.. 
have nol access ;:to a,'.seconGla!l?Y; ,:.school ,·that\is 'within .easy l :;'~: "., .~ ':i:: "" 
commuting distance;. ,and ;;the[y ;willnot";,Send thedr: 'daUghter:;;"·,::: (' :: :.: 
off to h strange, :place,;.'as,,:!I ;'pro};)ably "woulqn I,t:-eiUler ,·,·for· a>: ,,,'>:: 
secondary schoob,undert'.:those G·ircu.ntstances •.,,'t i :, ;;, . ; ',i< :.: .=' ·,r·c·: i 

So those three elemlnts just off the top of myI, 

~~~~u;~~!~ be th,~;:S :: :~O~llqOk at",~.t ~,:Yingto,..,,,,:,,,:: ,', 
MR. WOLFENSOHN:.;'. Yes·, "ma'.am? t': ',.:- ; :'.; .'-':\ ,', .', ' 

QUESTI ~R: :: ; ';i~ ~~\;,;zeeb~a~l :··~a t:i~;,;-' 1 ~~d .,~:: h~~~;; ;b:'~ : :~' r ; - ~':'; Y . :~ :,'.' , '. " ... ,' ". (: 

with the Bank for 14 years,l all of it in Pakistan except two· 

;~si~et~' ~~ki!t~~:P:~~~I-~~mr~i~~ .,~~. ~~~ .~~U~~t~:~ore :~o,ur ;',r; ;':". .'':: "". 

acknowledgment; from you ..· 'I"""" ,'... . ': ;~.. '." ' , ',..:: ~;' .... ,'. 
I I had ~l-q~e's't:i'~n<~~li~h;': \~ ih~ ~'ank <la'~g~age'i' i~; ',",:'" ~:;"'~'; '.' , 

not necessarily the views of my government. It is my 
person~l view. My personall view is that there is a very 
fine li:ne between religious beliefs and human rights. And 
mbst of~en than not, religi,on is viewed as an excuse to 
suppres1s human rights. ' 

I Firstly, where do ybu see this line meeting and 
leadersI andpreach7rs bein~ ,:~~ually influenced for the 
better !by forums. llke the. BJelJlng Conference? .. ~ " 

I ., ,"" i ,', ,,' '. """ 

Thank you. 
i 

I MRS. CLINTON: W7lll,:my ,views 'are. not necessarily" 
those of my government elth,er,:... so. L'understand that;·: .' ... : 

I 
,, / 

. 
I 10'e' 
I 

I 




• >" ,'i ..·· .. ; 

MRS. CL:r:NTON:..,1 think you have asked, 'you'know; 
an incrrdibly complex ,an.d, dlifficult, as well, as sensitive .. :' 
question, and 1 think that ~t ,is a question. all of us are 
searchihg for: What is thel proper balance between 

, t ,I 't 'd' t f I 1" b 1'" dsenS1 1r'1 y an ,respec . Qrl -re ,lg10us ,e'lefs,an:,concern.: 
about r,eligious beliefs being used to deny human rights and, 
even be~ond that, justify ~iolence, as we have ju~t seen 
over th[s past weekend with the assassination of Prime 
Ministe'r Rabin? . And 1 thitik that it is going to be one of 
the gre1at issues we all hav,l'e t.o ,grappl~with,',and:,it,is"one.: ",",,'" 
of the /reasons, Wl1Y w,e hav.e to be willing to stand. up against 
expressions of , religion that are filled with ha'te·and. ',"" ,

I J'
intole~ance towarq other people, because very often those 
mask political and other a~endas. They are not strictly 

I 1910US. I. e f' 10n. ,:' ',:" " "',c'. --., ,,'. c: .( '. ; ~re ' ln any d ln1't' I 
;' " . 1; 

". '. ·1 ... ·"I And 1 be'fiev~.t·h~~·I~h~~ing',resp.~c,t~.:~or: ~very :~, .<,":, ' 
religiqn and wor)cil1g,to"c.r:ET9,t.~ :a:TI ipt,mosphere:of{tolerance.': :::.::' :,'; ,1 :,: 

for eVETry religi9n:,-iS. an Jrvpor4ant obligation that we in 
leadership positions here 'at the Bank or anywhere ~ave. But 
being ,~illing to s~e~k ~QlJ.t r(iga~l?s~ ClbusesJof ':human:,~'rightsj,,~ ~ , . ':~ ::'" 
and ml::;uses of rel1g10n foli' polltlcal and' :other galns ,"I ." :,;.C',' ,i '.

think is also an obligatioh. , 

I You kh~W,:,<wqid~: 'of hat~ can incite deeds of, 
violenee. There is a very direct line there. And when one 
makes political argu,meilt.s; J?~ged,,,Qn::Qne/:s>:religious;:':beliefs I': '.:'. 
there's no disc..pS9J911:PpsR~ble.:::-:Jiow.;.:dQes;?pne: have,,"a;' '''.~ " "" ,;,:::r.: ,: 
d ~scusrion, wh~;t;:t:le:r;' ,·~i1:;:--is. tn:,:Qu,x:::,;qo.Ufl:trY':e.o.'r:,,}anYl;:.CQ),mtr.y., ·,.i";;, ' . 'F ",': ",(~ "'.': ,',:' , 

w1th people WhO.iE;!3YI;:':·¥P~ ;.·knoV{:,;: l1e~e'.s~,yJhq:t·,(Go,d,:tQld:m~ to ": 

do? I Well, J~:~~~~'~~,:~~ ~~~~j,t~ ';o~~:tth- ~i'~l;~'i,:i~," :,' ',,:.,.E"s ':' 
good faith across'all,religl:pu.s:,~.i,;nes:,tQ"ibuild:an atmosphere,. ". ~. <

of rel;igious r~spect. ~md:tpleranc.e.,:, bu.t. intolera'nce;:for, ". ";", :.'. " .-,' 

violence, for abuse of 'human rights that ,is rationa'lfzedby . 

religi~n. And 1 would hopb that all of us are going to be 

more w,111ing to speak out hgainst that wherever we see it. 

And it will take some--it\vill take some risk to do so, 

becaus'le the forces of negaitive energy that are often fueled 

by extremist religious vierws right now are very strong 

because they command a loti of media attention, they are 

drama~ic, they arecontrov1ersial, they are often given 

atten~ion,fa~ beyond ~hat ~hejrntimbers war~ant, and they 

have ~ chl11~ng. ,eff'F,ct.on /people,of ~ood falth, and r,eason,;, 

who are afrald ,then ,to :speak. out,agaln,st,::such.~lntolerance.>· ." L. T,-.:.. 


And 1 think all,of-,us hav~ an obligation to do more of that. 


So 1 think there~s away to.berespectful: and "at" .-~ ,'.".':, , 

the same time speak, out~. )again~t '.th~...extr-:emists .. ' '.... , , .. '.;: '.' ''-"., L ','. 

:~ :". _. " ,'I' . Y", ',',';': . ~ :: ,:
~,.... . .. 
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QUESTION:· Hello. As.you have described,jn YOllr ". 
trave~s y~u often~eet with/ the leaders.~f~on-governmental . 
organlzatlons and;secul~r wpmen/~ organlzatlons. : I am. 
wonderihg what your senseis of the capacity of those ... 
organizktions ~o tackle th~ ~r~ble~s t~e'breadth o~ which 
you havp descr·l.bed,·· anct .. spejclfH:;allY i .. l:f :~you :cangl.ve.some " ; 1: 

advice ~o the World'Bank~on how we can enhance that capacity: 
and perihaps work more effec1'tively wi th these organizations. 

I MRS. CLINTON: We~l,l I believe t~at. therean~ an .. 
enormous number~ofeffectl.~ei·well~functlonlng,nrganl.Zatl0ns 
thatarj1e devoted to women's issues around the world, and . 
there are many who are not las effective .. I think that is 

always the case ... , ........... :.. i~' .c·'· " . .. .•..... ~ __ . ':"""" . , ..,~:.; .':.. " 

But I believethere.,ought~:to>be,"more attentlon ',' 
paid as to how We canrepl~cate through technical assistance 
and support the effective NGOs and provide more assistance 
to tho~e who share the.sameL;aims for.are:not·.as, effective.·:in .. · .. ' "'~'; 
implem~nting them;. ... ·:~o .l(;;; .. / i;\,.1\,'· i.' ';:'~ :~.,. ;;.;' :,..•..:•.... ::.; ..', .• ":.0.,:'::,'-:, ..,:, ·,i •.

I For ex~~~:ie'~"'I ~hl~~ i~; ~0~1~~}be':h~rdI~~'a~~u~1: "0" r,~,:;' 'il,: ,:;,: 
that--you know, SEWA in"India;:'has:::been.'a great·success~'· . 
There are many groups that/COUld learn quite a bit, and with 
techni~al assistanc~ from the World Bank could be more . 

succestfUl. '.. ',:~":.~ ',t,""'::',' .. ,/("': '.:, }_.~, :':",',2," ···l.::.; ~:~":,:~,,.=;,:, :;. :;" !~:.~ .. 
I Part ofd:;>ur:d~lemmif inall;of, these n<;>n~""7' :.-._ 

governmental efforts;::lS;thift so,o;f.ten theYc:arH;e;trQT\1zgnd: __ , .~.. (.'.c·" ,,' 

dependi on. a c~ar·i,~ma,ti<?f leifger.:.o/~0\..d .. s;.the::pe)J:;;0?ECI,~9Unq who~ ·r:::. ';.', : ":.' 
the organl zatlon; :lS.' bUl.l t'.:;an<:l;,who:: r.eally.:holdsc~. t ' ....,,: ,.,::.;~;: i _-/ :"ie-,' 
accountable. And:.there is j.no,~uccess,iol},,"·i:\l1~F th~i"y h:;c.yery::: C;-:.l:": \ ,~: i.- ,::-'.d 
Ii ttle/ in the May ,oL rea~ored:!replica:tip~ ~f~ort~ >- And;·.<I 
have fpr a 10ng.;:tl,me 1 b~ll:~yed,~th?t,.,orggfl1zat:lons s).:lqh (').s;:,the,,..: 
World Bank and others shout-d~spend some,. seriot,ls.: tim~ .tl:yingc ,» .. ';'(: ::;".' 
to figpre out how: you carfeplicate,the:::successes:of':.these'·'~"'j",·:I_:U:': 
organizations in the absence·of a. charismatic ,leader... .,' 

I There are certain ~nsti tutional impera'tives that 
I I 

we ought to be able to support. One of the reasons why I 
think 'Grameen Bank has been successful is that Mohammad 
Yunus from the very beginn~ng understood it had to be a 
bank, not just a project o~ a program or an NGO that was on 
the margins of the financikl delivery system. And I think 
that ~ade a big differenc~ in the success of that . 
organ~zation be.cause froIDlthevery beginning it was seen as . 
~~n~~~titution,~.nd .. a~ ~ns~i tut:_~on ..to.at 10Qkeq, l~~e;<otlJer, :.1 ".? _ ..• 

. ~'.~-:-<-." .• ,~<--' ,c .";~·r~(~.. ,. d'. ,* ,_ : .. '., \J. '. , . 

Well, ·1 believe' ~~~t··there are·ways·,.that we' can ... ' '. 
learn better how,.> to. repllcate; the. succ!9sses'~ 9.f:.the,.~ft(?,ctlye ': t \. r: 

women NGOs. I.·also thihk' thatj:.in;·many:~: situatisms~!a': ~ot:.of 'J', 
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those NGOs could be ,mor.e .. ef!fective, if more, attention were" ~'\: . :; " ... 

paid tol their relationshipsl with other organizations so that· 

they co~ld leverage their impact. Many NGOs lead very, , . , . ~ .~. 


isolate~ lives. They don/tl interact ~ith either .. 

governmental sources of assistance or other NGOs. Anything 

that wei could do. to br4.ng people together in.,:mpre of a .. 

coopera~ive sense~-I think ~ften of what northern Italy· 

could teach us in the way that it brought together small 

entrepr~neurs through organ~zations that provided 

bookkee~ing assistance to m1any small businesses, for 

examplel, so that, eachbusin:ess, wouldn' .t, have' to g'o ·out· and 

worry a~out that par~icula1 aspect of its function~~g.,~ 

ii' . .,,' " , .. "f" : '.: 

. In that work, ,you. clan _see, how the,.dollars,.that ·are '. ", 
availa~l~ to support>,t;hese,::::NGOs..c<[ln).Ie. s.tr~tch~d. so:: much . 
furthe~ lf they could,be b~ought l~to~~ore.~f~a.cooperatlve:,· .' 

menta 11t:~ thO~~,are t~o ~~ing~,. t~e~epi i~;t~()~' and :he .' , .' . 
cooper'ltion, th&t. 1. ~.thJ,nJs: ~()?ld'as.$.ist.~a:lreadyeffe9tive:..:,·~;~: "~, ie·.;) .:! !, !:'; 
NGOs a~d bring;',pthers,.up jtou~,'2Ievel of higher,~f:unctioning;"" - ;! :,';:"'''. i •• 

: Q~ESTION: ~~ ~~~~ :I~;;;:~wet~ ~~nd~i': ~: ~a~~"" " .."" 
been with the Bank seven years. I am from India. And next 
year I lam taking leave oe ~he eank to work on (inaudible) 
d~vel0-Bmer;t wi:t:;p ..::a.,v'7f~e~ ,. ~oc\,l.§>: fpr,.;children ba.ck'.:in;; Ind'ia.·, ""'.:: '" 
Wlth ~iI l~ ttle:.,grgan.:q:att0l) that I:$ta~tedas a:'charl ty":: ' i: '; " "!_~ 
organl~atl0n. ~,:J:t;.h.as .:grQwn· a:l1tt1,e :.blt ~ ',·:And·-"I.".wanted,to,·.·. ._. ...".. 
know, ~ecause I?,c;1U9~;t;..i911.:in,fan(L.,Q!: i·tself,~while;·:it(:.J;eads:.to .:~:~. _._, ..__ 
a sensi of digp:i:ty ,;:~wna.t ]_h~ppenf? .:,oeten;:}n :,many ;,de.v.eloping s',,::- ,;:,:,-!:.~..::::~:.:: "';..;:r 
countr~es is thcrt;;. ;p,eople:;99n{1:,,;ge.tt:jo}:)s ;after', they~~are··.'--;·,:::: . '.'.: '. ~. ',::' 
educat~d, and w:ql1le.ni~f:ind~-.i'rtcr..easin91y·:they are fru~t:ta,ted;·.;:"':,,. "" 
And Iqave foung t.b.a..t.. in: m~l" work in Moroc,co. And I was 
wondering whether you feel that we should be also 
considJring the content, ,and especially-:in"the.'.context of . 
religious problems. t:hat. we,itac.e., ·;.the focus 'on: tolerance: and ,:
I' . 

other values that allow us to'look at people as people and" 
not as/against the context of their religion or their race 
or whatever. , 

I MRS. CLINTON: Welt, I hear two different 
questions, both of which I /think are very important. The 
one isleducation for what in a global economy and how 
effective education will bJ in providing real employment for 
people+ I think ~hat is o~e of the huge issues that the 
entirelworld has to face, because the flip side of this 
globalfzation is, I think; ;Ian ultiTlJ,a,te.xe.duction in. -" 
emploYIpent oPPQf,tunities :f.9r .)l1Qnypeoplealready;··in ,the. .' 
labor force, andfor.'manY9th_ers:~lhos.e' eduqational, ·levels, '.' 
despitT the promi,ses made .1t-o ,them, will,·not.:supportadequate 
emplo~ent in the so-called global economy or information 

:', '~ \ ~ 1 ..age. tat is a proble,,!, (o{ t;he pl:'iVii t;e . sector,..as weI L as ',,, . 1., ....... _ 
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for the lnot-for-profit and,public' sectors, and Lbelieve.·., 

that wel' aregoing,to, have ~Io give some ver:y, seriou~ t~oug,ht, 

to that, becauselt ,1s'notonlyaworthwh1le altru1st1c, . 

matter to consider, but if economies don't flourish because 

education pays off in4risi~gincomes but instead results in 

e~ther l~tagnanFbr:f-ac~lhlg lihcome'~t,or' e~enth7; ~nability to 

f1nd wo~k, that w1ll 1ncre~se po11t1cal 1nstab111ty. It 

will ~r~ve people into all ~i~dS of ~d7ntification with ' 

negat1ve forces, whether enhn1c, re11g10us,or whatever. 

And it I~~ll ultimate~xun<i~rminemarkets, which is, something 

that bus1nessshould'be concerned about. 


' SO the your question is very timelys~c6nd'part IO'f 
as well,I ,because'a:t'the'same'time,that'weare trying to 

increasie levels of educat:i:dn~',: figure buto!how-,-in,,,the~giloba'l'i ,',1~ 

economy, there will' 'been6l.i~h~ jobs ,for'allthese people we', , 

are trYling to get 'educated"I: we also havetoJ?~t,a ,stress, ,on ...... 

the values of 'respect 'and tolerance 'and the1mpor,tanceof : 

'diversi:ty, both 'elsa way! o'15'openingup; employment. ,and, " 

edu,cat~onal opport"lih.i1tle's', cirid: a'$::a ,:way' :of( pernaps', holding '. 

back sdme of the,",t'fde:,'of' jd~scolitent -and' disappointment that: 

will b~ inevit'aoleas'we mcike thi'seconomic transition. 


I So I think qnythinJ one can do, and it goes back 

to the 'iquestiqnabout the ~ole of religion and. the abuse, of 

human r. ights ,~hy't.-hing'one' [cando to- create 'a :-more open ' ,:' 

soc~et¥, to cr~~.~e ~ m9r:'~ad~er:s,: d~ -(jpp~rtuni~y'<to':r~d" '~:',

soc1et1es of the artlf1c1ar'dlvISlons'i:; :whether il.tbe caste.",,;. ' 

or religion or race: or ':claEl!::f: 0r:J"Wha:teve'r, !the',m6re"likely ~i.t ;~: ::'; 


..:" .,-,is :rou 'Will, b(r':.a:f)T~'.:t'~!btl'~ 'sollle;~t~~ to'~~Yto,::successfu'~ly '::, ,::':,'''' • " t. ~ ,= '" 

nav1gaiie th1strans1t:10n'1ntothl:s ,new economy,. ,;:,'80:;:1;'. thInk ,lei:, ri,: ;~:,;- ;, 


that both of thcfs'& que'stiorl-$~ ar'e ver:Y"'importanttones:';L,Or.f us>:''! , 

to thir\k about~·:, !.; , , 


I ' 

One of the hardest questions' I have been asked in " 
,the whole time that I have traveled, I was asked on a Moscow 
'radio ~tation--I wason ~ c~ll-i~ in Moscow, which was 
intere~ting, and a woman c~lled in and asked me what she was 

expected to do. She was highly educated, as were all of her 

friend~, and.they were ailihavingtrouble finding work and 

keeping work that gave them any decent income or sense of 

security. And she said, Y9u know, you go around talking" 

all these leaders go around talking about the need to 

educat~ people in the deveioping world; we are highly 

educat~d, and we don't kno~ what our future is. 


, , ~ I 

I So this is not' just a problem for 'whatwe~com~ider 


the so:-called 
"'..'
developing

, 
wbrld. This·.is

.' 
it 


, 
problem,for,many,

I 

many other coufitri~s that ~re confronting a 10t1 of these" ~ " 


sociall and eC~ri~~i~'C~~l1ger~ti7~~same t,i~e,;:".,;:<'", "',:,"'Y( 
; : ,~. : . 

, ;, QUESTION :,;.~' I:'was very' happy:-,to- hear:.; your emphasis,,· :, \',' 
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on mic17ofinance'i~both here: and ,in: Beijing when I was • ".:.:' 
• • I •... 

pr1v11~ged to hea~ you speak'w1th' Professor'Yunus:and Ela 
Bhatt. I But I do have a wO~lry .that is associated with 
even what I've heard today. The focus is often--the word 

credit lis used ~ lot, and] think that there's a general 

tendency to think··that if,Je can just.,get a,·lot:·of, credit 

out thdre, a lot of .things jWil1 happen. " '.. ..' '..' ': ." . 


.. 
I think as youI said yours~lf it is really the 

system~, the financial systems that get built by people like 
Ela and Professor~Yunus th~txeallyleave something·in··their· 
place~hen the donors have Igone away and the governments get 
bored, Ithe systems that actually 'can keep going with the 
women'~ own savings once t~at effort is put in. And I just 
would ~ike to have your re~p6nse on what I think isa~ 
proble~ for many, of o.s,:,in"the:,development' ,world ~,isthat. ;we: .,;,. 1, ,;;-; ,', 

are under an institutionallimperative,quite often,. to lend j' 

to makd a big loan~,:havea predit 'line(get,that::'money"out ..... . " <' 


there. 'And there. 1S ..~ ~ess; or.an :,emI?hasl~: ;than.perhaps ; there., . :-. :'r.. 


. should be on the.: 1nst1tutJ,qn.::bulld1ng f. what"rcall the:,.{.' '.";:.':.: '.: :.'.:.... 
social intermediation, part;I:.rather ·than '·the ·financial . : ','o' " ".' <:c

i n terme d i a t i on ~ , ' - . '-",' '~ . _ !'. Ir. ,>, ,: - ~ '. :. ~ ',,:. ,___ ' "': ". :~ ';" -:' i,~ ! ~ '.~, " , " :, :: ,j ';- 

I Basicaiiy:"'I ~~i~k'Ihi~'to~~h~s':~n 'a '~~~t~adi~~i~~ ... : i,i .,' 
that the Bank faces between being a bank~-our product is 

loans, land w~' ve . got. to get money out there--an~ being a. 

development 1nst1tut1on'. where 'our:real'product 1s'systems., 

and in~titutions'and': people. w.ith better"capacity. '.,: :And ",I·,,;as'·c> 

a pers~n in th~:B~mk!trying·"to·c-work,in the:field,;'of;::>-.,:, .,::;.') .. ,"" ,.:',_.'.:.'."" 

microf iJnance, L,think"a,:;lot·;.ofr:our-, task, managers "face·,::thi's,_-,i ':-),::, ..: .:".,r·, 

over arid over again;: that"the'~big~-,bosses":are':looking'=fdr:'.:a~.. ·..,::;:.::':'; '.::':':< 


large lloan, and.:the:peop,le put :;ther,e r,eal1y;needcinstitution', ";'':. 


bu i I d i rig. ',~ ::: '~:, ,:_ ~" '. ,,':;: :~t'~ ~'1' .~, J:' ;~, "';, ~,:::~ L,:~: ,r:,: ,:' ," :..: '. c',.,:; ~:,~: ; .'~' '. ,:' i' " ': .; .. ' , .. " , :" ::::[: '''.' , 

Thank you~, ',.' :~.... :::' C:, '" '.'", 

MRS. CLINTON: Well, I think you're right, and I 
think it's an inevitable tension, but one that r would hope 
is goi~g to be resolved mork in favor of institution 
buildi~g than it has been ih the past, in part because I 
think ~ow there is more of hn awareness of the importance of 
institJtion building. . I . 

I There was an idea--arid not just in the World Bank, 
but in rany large institutibns, both doing developm~nt and 
governmental programs withih countries in the past--that 
money iltself would seed the I.ground for institution 'builqing 
and th~ creation. of intermediary .institutions that would· 
lead to' stable, .struct.ures., that •. cOl.iold··then . carry on ':on:their·· '. 
own. Aind we know that ,thatl is much more,,·difficult···todo ,.,. 
than w~ had origi~ally thou~htand that money:alone is not., . 
the ans1wer. Money i,however ~ is a, great incentive, and given

e,j' 15 



. '.', . 
," ,the fact that your business is ;making ·loans, using those' 


loans to further instituti~n building ~ think is n9tan 

incompatible mutual objedtive. 


'k . ·th. HtOWhYou., do tlhakt.! ... It.1d()I1'.t .pr· ?tthen~ ..~<?...kn;~wf' I~Ll~ ..f d.<:> ,. 
now a w en one 00 s a· many 0 f e success u ".. 

instittitions that have beeh built'over the past 10 or 15 
years, itwo of which you haVe named, it was both. It was 
both l~nding the money, but also creating an infrastructure 
so tha~ that money had a cJntext. It wasn't just. out there. 

And pdrt of the reasonrGrJme~~ ~ork~dahd ~~~a wbrk~ ~hd .. " '. 

other things like it have ~orked is because they didn't make 
. it an ~ither/or issue. I ' .' . .. . ','- ...... . 

It' 't th t"·, . .' ... ,,' l'~ k .I 1S amaz1ng' o"me· a '·'1n··many 'co~merc1a . J.Jan S'i" « . .
I -, . - ~ , "'- ,- '" -.. . ~ . 1"""" , '. , : .l:: ~

loans that are bad loans get wr1tten off and m'ore bad loans .. 
get ma~e. It's like inevi~able-;. Tha~is, t::!le._ide~·.s?t';_ •... ,.;..... _.:,:':::!.:",.c. 

lending, you know" you' make' :some:good loans,' you 'make' some··,· 
bad loalns, without.'a· recogrhtion th'at if commercial. banks 
would spend just a small ft-action of their resourc~s ; .. ' . 
s~pp<?rt:ing microenterp~i~e Jandfu~ct:~2r~~f1;)·::.~Y7h"~~:~.,; :,.;:1.:<", ;::: <~':::~:· .. i 

d1ff1CU,lt as the .. start .....up qosts are,"even' ClS. ~1f~1CU~!: ~a~., 1.1: '. ::'.<" .'_ 

is to bhink on that kind of. a level,' that they wo'iJldbe .' 

adding ~o the financial stdbility of the entire region. And 

that is to the good for.. th~ big loans they:make. . , .. ;:;;:, ...... .

,. It is a~~"~~~~~'~~~~~~~t~~;~ ~~~~:;i~~~~:~cn::"; :,::f':,:,:';: .:':::;i:::~., "..... <'.~i.'" 
,. ,.. -. I .".. - t '.' ,_ " " .... ....'~ ., " ,'~ , '.• "\ ,'''' "" t -. • • ", •.

understand1ng that :.-'1ntercdnnectv:m'::wl:ll. beg111' to;·~bpen. '. i ",. 

people's minds, <perhaps~·:::t~ some iii'ew'::·ways"of·leveragirig :,::::C",:, ,<..;:;.. .. 
assets and resources ..... So c~TI; thhlk (t:ha·t 'many of the loans 
should be tied to infrastrJcture and to development in ways . 
that ha!ven't been done qh:ite/in<~the'Jschn~ waytin'f:l1'e: p',ist/<,c::';':;:' ..;.....;.: ~;':: 
and I t:hink there..'is: a'16t jOf crea.-t'f,-:i t;y'·'iri·t:his·:Ba-n~':and .... : ,'.:' .' ..... 
the~e aire a lot ',~fc":peo,I?Te :at~:~nd ":th~e~:;~'o~+~: lW.h6::ar,.~~ m'6r~:: !~op.~h ::.:::.'.<:;; '... ,:::":.:~. 
to 1t than were ·1n·'·the ~past<..:' , .,_.... .' .....-., .... 

J • ;,L.,/,_ ••••~.~ ~;.. :·I··~·;~F.. !~!.). ·~.•·-.. \:··n(, ~'.. 
,,~...,~\ .. ,:.: .:,.-, )t:>r}~ .... :, ':~c ," .: ,/ 

I 
QUESTION: You mentlioned your trip to Moscow. 


There has been a dramatic decline in women's participation 

in tha~ part of the world. I The new democracies have become 

very malle democracies. Whait role do you see for American 

women t~ help women in thi~ part of the world make their 

voices heard in shaping th~ transition of their societies 

and th~ir economies, and whbt role for international 

organiz1ations such as the W'orld Bank,? . 


',;' . 

, , , ~.

MRS. CLINTON::.i: thl{nk y'ou!a;re>:rlght~- ariel' 
certainly friends of mine who are working in the NIS . 

. countriles and elsewhere hav~ r~marked t~ me ab04~ that, anci. , 
many ofl the women I: have melt w1th,'p'art1cularly 1n- Moscowi'" 
but also in BelarU'scand t,n-other"cbiJrib:'ies': 'as·"we':l.l'· have>:':';; 

~.: ~ " "remarkeld on it to'me~ -. ,~,:. :.- .;". J.:.-: ,:1:" ::.,.J;".,,~.,:, 

fa.
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•... 

• 

. i I think that·. you ,herve t.o do what,~ we are doing, 


encouraging ~omen NGO's, hel~ing to create such entities in 

those . ?ountri~s, providin~! ::;ome gOO<:1 J:ole m()~els, Clr:\d" , ....
c':,: 

techn1cal ass1stanceto.g1ye people the conf1dence .about. 
makinglthese decisions on their own. There is a great need 
for building confidenceac~oss theboard.in alot.of.those __ 

" .... -! t - :!. , • . , ~ _. : i,.... ~ ~ '. '.. :.. -. ",. ~ .. ' ' . ': . 
countr1es about people's 

4 

capac1ty. to make these 1ndependent.: , 

decisihns, whether it is oh behalf of an NGO or in any other 

arena hf the political or ~conomic life.


I ' 

So I don ~ t think. tpe work is. :that, different ,.than "I

it was! anywhere else in the world, but I think that it has' 

to be approached with somel real sensitiv-1ty,.because we are 

dealin~ with women who havf h~gher,levels of education i~ 

genera1, women who often held positions, both in the
I . .. . . I 
government or in ot~er capacities, who no longer hold them. 

So tr¥ing to be sensitix~l 1;:0. :th~ cqm:lii::ions, .,that t.hey.are.. 
1 i vin~1 through, ,·.while ~ry,ing .tq,,;!:)uppo:r;:t .. them,' I,t{lin~ ~~L';. '. ' : .,. 

very 1Important.:,.... ;.,>; . "~oj:. L. '. ',,' ·:.J;.:'l _ T'~::; .. ';;:;~: ,.. ':.. ,': •.:~:;:;..;'," •. 

. I hav~;:w9:r.k~¢l :to;?F~at;.~.:p~rtn~:~sh.ips~betvl.~en.:(c· ;""\fi;"':·;\~'· 
maternal hOSP1tals and ch1 lldren' s hOSP1tals 1n some of th:ese 

'countriies and ones herE:l: at-I.:.hO:WE:l",J;:leC:A-':ls.~.,m9st;g,f;~ tl~e:· pqctors... ',," 
in those hospitals are women and they have really been left 
!n a ~ery precarious posit~on. T~e whole health care, 
1nfras,tructure,' ~as,;cqllap.s.~d,. ,around thelJl,: an?,,}::hey 40n(J~:: g.~;t:. ',:i 

a lot iof .atte~~:i()l} ~ro~ :t,h~ gov~rl)reD.;t7 'p'~fi8i~ls; ~~N;), ar;e,:; .. '..:: .. :. . " 
preoccup1ed w1th. th,e b1g,..l'l}aCro .1SSU,es,. ; ,,so, .1-. amtry1,ng. to... :. " 
creat~ relation:shrp.§;, ~;o.J:-.h'.;t.(;thi?s;e; .:wo~e·n! h~\':e,s.upp6r~f :ff,oin·~'.~.:, 
peers and prof~:~s~PQ,?-ils,~,·;,[~ .t'.. '.,;t',;';~ '.<: n;~f~<.l:,·,....... ,'.' '" ·.. ·ce.: 

We have one gO,ing Pl.1,:}),~t,wee.1) "tpeT nll:L,ping,99.hpoL at" .... 
~he ul1iversity(.:o(i p~ryns~;+xi~lJ:rac.and .. il~i:s.e:~ <iii' ~le'y:~,;}~·i\~,4'~1.~,~'· ;:;'" ..... i'.: :'c:'

1dea ~hat th~y.;a:~ talk+n9ij' :t0.., pn~ ,.an<;>,th,er; ,as,: peer,s.,,~ no.~ ::::1(:: :;:' .: ;~'i"':; , ... ,.... 

somebqdy com1ng l ;1n· fr,omthe,. qu;ts1de.to, ,:t~lL,th~s,e :wpmen., how.. ,. 

they ~re supposj3d:):o ¢l.o i~;bet~e:r;), b;\lt·;,tryJng.;tocre~~~('la:.. '" ... " ... , .. ' 

si tuat+-ion of mutual respec,t,; . Sothat'~incL of•.. effo'}:"t. I ..think.'..·· .. .. 

should be pursued and s~p~orted as much as possible. " 


I QUESTION: Mrs. cJinton, the success of Beijing, 

of course, is going to dep,end to a large degree on the 

effectiveness of transfer~ing from the rhetoric in Beijing 

to pr+grams of action, pa~ticularly by the government. What 

are the mechanisms that tHe u.S. Government has to pressure


I I or en90urage these governments to undertake those programs 

of action? You specifica]ly .talkabout not .the .aid-related . 

activities, but other· poi~tical or· off-icialchannels.·, . , 


"'. ' I . • . .. .1 . ,.. .' " . -', " .'.' .. ", 

to doihe~SinG~~~T~~~~C~;;~~~y~ei;h~o~r:~i~e~t'i~:~~;!~;d~ri 
inter-agency c01;lncil on. wqmen that. is.tasl,ced;~J1:(!l: fo~lo~ing; 


Beij ing .::',!It. is, .chairedbythe..SecI."~tary,.of ,Ijealth.arid' '.< ,. ,
up on 
'"' • , '., •• ." "' ., -', • '0 .... '- ••••••• , .'. .....; ,,'."~ :'~~'. 

. ~,
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It Human r::i::::u:::n:o::a~J::~et'o~fic~rs an:'other high-
ranking officials in our'oJngovernment in this'inter-agency 
counci], and ~ach has beenl~ss~gne4 a,different aspect of 
the Beijing platform, ~ sotnat'the"Department'or"Labo:r:' works.. 
on mani of the issues rela~ed to pay equity and other 
working conditions for women, the Health and Human Services 
Depart~ent is working on f~llow-up to health issues that . 
were r~ised, the State Dep~rtment is tasked with keeping 
track crf human rights issu~s.' So there is an effort 'thatw"f 
are making to try to housejour follow-up in one place, so 
that i~ is not disbursed tfur6ugh the government 'so that it 
can ba~icallY get'lo~t and so that nobody is'responsible for 
it. I ~., ~'-': ;..; .~ !:. , ':~.~, ,:-~;' ; ,.. ,~ ',~': ,.".,"; ::, '~':r" ,:, ,'",,"":,:~ ': ~;:,' 

, I hope that that will be 'effective"in bringing a""" " 
lot. of t~ese issues to:' ~he Iforefro.nt" in0':lr:'own ·country.::and . 
maklng 11nkages.' For·example,' we' have' thlsnew law' that· was' / ". 

passed last ye'ai", ~!the::v16:1eilce 'Against<WomEdl',Aet, and we 
have an office now set up in our Justice Department. 

the gl~fC~~~g~~at~a~~~c~b~~6::~ '2~~:!~;i~f~:~r~~L~! ..•. 
violenbe against women, pa!rticularly in the domestic sphere, 

was me1r;tioned 't.~l:';,t~ef:fir~lt ,time'i.<;t~~;,a:, problem, rand i the'!:'j\~ 

emphas1ls that was; put on lit at Bel] lng. So what we are 

trying to do. is not on!r})(::~ter ,coo:r;~linat~9';lr?~n,re~ourc:es 

to rea!ct agalnst ,. d()mest.lc~,fl<;,lenc~ t:~, ~~e'.U.nlb:d;~:st~~es~' bt,lt. :!;;;" ;': 

to reach out to'--other L countr'les.·" :.,"t.'\',. }l'C'.';;::" ii' Lilt' ~';:):',:'C' ',! )';0;0 

I For e~~mple~'~'!~h~~;:'I~ ~as i~ ·;~;d~~:n;~:~pr~~e;,.,;:_"·,~·:o l::~:;tt<:::;'~':J:~;:";":: 
Minister Bhutto :was opening~ up speciale"police' 'stations ;so:,' .. , 
that Jomen whcf"are:subjecti; :to·,violehce 'in2~the'ir.' h6mes;,:have,;a ", 
place i to go an<:t,tocbe: hearld and: get !'ecourse ::..of:~some: kind ~,:~::: ", .:.:.' . 
So we /are attemptlng',botti interr;ailyJwithin'~6ur'6~n ':;:-';,':'::1 
government and externallY~ reachlng out to keep thlS -,' . 
discu~sion going and to demonstrate to other countries what 
the u~ited States is doing to fulfill its commitment, so 
that ft is not just bringing home the rhetoric, it is 
actually bring~ng home an faction plan. 

I QUESTION: Mrs. Clinton, I have heard you speak 
before on the importance ~f women's ~olitical participation 
and w6men's role in decision-making. It was a major theme 
at th~ Beijing conferenceJ as you know, and the United 
States Government announc~d' .two' initiatives;:'complementary ., .. ' 
initihtives in women's pOlitical rights and ~omen~s .... " 

.,1.:'polit!ical parficip<;ttion_:,! ~ wonde:: if rOlli'could' ~6mm7n~:on 
how you see women ln declslon-makang and women's-polltlcal 
partibipation in relationlto some'of the "initiatives to-,alleViate poverty, to empower wO;aen across many different 


I' 
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I 

sectorff, and how that rni.ght{ ~play out for an .organization 

such a~ the World Bank and I other maJor. donors .. 


. I MRS. CLINTON:'Ih~'pe··th~t:'~n~ of~~e~~~ults 'Of .' 
Beijing will be to raise a~areness about women's political 
participation and ·to catalizea~ya~iety. of ways·th~~ each of 
us can promote that. Ther~ are small ways of doing it. 

When you attend meltings in some countries and you 
. I. •

know tfuat there may be a woman burled ln the bureaucracy who 

has beEkn working on this a~d she is not invited to the' 

meeting, ask that she be there. When you make site visits 

and yo~ are taken to. th~ m~le l~ade~sof the village or the 

project and you know that WOmen are doing at least half the 

work, ~sk to see them.; Th9se ·are small,; but :signif.icant;, 'J, :.':;:.~ . "V
'.' 

signal~ aboutwho'is important in the eyes of the World 

Bank. I think any conversations, Bank-to-government· 

conver:kalions, and certainiy.governmerit-to~goveri1ment ", 

conver:kations should. do. thEk ·samei ·,to.try·.toraise: ·the·'role.' 

of womEkn and the.irpar·ticip~tion. :;"':-".:, ":,, .. ,'~:" ,':{""' .tL.;() •. , ..... --/ - ,. • '.,: •
( f 

;.. ':.": : ......... ; .>--. ",; ',...1 .~. '.: :~ ..:'.; .:i::'; .j. ':' ".' .,',; • :.', ,;'. ~ '. ("." .--;,:;-:::':.' .:. "'--'. 
 . :. '!. .. 

There ;is :a:. f.\:lnny,phehomenon ,going·.on: ,in most.pa.rt~·· 

of the world, probably-:with ithe;.exceptio'n'·of the--'-": ." '. '. 

Scandinavian countries. T~ere really is a noticeable pull 
back ih the participation hf women at the highest levels of 


' ,I k' h th .,.1 th bl' ·th·' t ... .deC1Slon-ma lng, weer.: .1n i'. e.::pu ):c ::.br.. e .prlv:a. ·e'.' .~ .~;>.: ;.: i .,. 

sectorI.... ~ ; ..~:' ,f.: ;c: ..• ' '0,-. ,:' .':;;.;.:,. :.~, '. 'j' i.;··,:, ':~:~ .. ~'....' <.- r ;.;~>. O!: '" 

I thinksome':of"that' ~is. ;due:to/ the ':fact· that: most .. 

women, regardless of their I incOme in·t.he world today, hold 

down two full-time jobs;,,: ';ol!e;: fn: their:~,home'.ana :one=.'outsi.de:- '" 


id i.'th .' ·t f' .... ·th t' 't ., .. t k'" f'the ho~e, an e:::am0\:ln"'o <, ~nergy'., a L 1;, )Ts·~·a lng:.: ':on'~l.f; '." ..'.'·':7 


women to fUlfilJL;;ail;I:;t'hose/ responsibilities is very' 

drainihg , and politics has become, if not a disaster in 

their eyes, certainly of·' nO';:help to themi·~:ana;.so.they.~have.,; ... 

withdrkwn from political phrticipation. We noticed that in 

voting numbers here even irt our own country. 


So we. have to makeithese issues, whether it is 

poverty alleviation or end~ng discrimination against women 

and the treatment of domestic violence more real in the 

lives bf everyday women, sb that they will feel connected to 

actionk that seem abstract and distant from them and feel in 


I . • • some way empowered to take more authorlty over thelr own 

lives. 


So I think' in both 'very smaILways,·each'·of ,us. can 

make ~ome points, and then in larger ways we can con~inueto. 

try to'r link a·lot: of"t·he··work,·that·.. is.beingdbnetowha·t the 

cha~ge~ w.~ll ~e in ~omen' sllives if this work is continued 

or lf 11t lS dlscontlnued~. so. that :they' feel. some stake .in:· 

it. I .'- ',''' .-. ".:~. .; 
 .....'. ..' . . : ..: i.: i 
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/ Finally, .1 .thio~ everywhere we·canwork,.to 
eliminate the barriers to participation that·still exist in 
many c6untries, we should speak·,out again.. And I think. that 
goes b4ck to the question ~bout your job is lending and how 
far can you go in lending in terms. of making both financial 
infrastructure suggestions.oI:, e:v:en.. l,inkages' .be.tween· what you 
do arid political change. 

But I certainly think there is a legitimate role, 
given what we know about h~w nations flourish if women are 
activelparticipants, that it is .in the long-term interest of 
the Bank and its rate of r~turn that you do link some of . 
this p6litical participati6n and decision-making no behalf 
of wom~n with the projects Ithat you fund, and I. think that 
would !begin to open.,f?,9In~~yes that, might not _.otherwise be 
open. ' ...[.. " ,. '.: ",i" ,,,., .- ....... '. 


I· • 0, ~. r '. 

QUESTION:. ,! ....work-fn ,a .r.eg,ion which is .not, 
traditfonallya regionwhelfe promotion of women·has,been 
high o~ the agenda. NOW, those are also very hierarchical 
societies and it seems to; ilis.. ;that, ,the most. ,importa·nt:thing , ," . 
is to get commitment· fromt,he, top, of.the poli-t·ica·l .)t.·t _'-. ' . . 

leadership in those 'countr ies to; putting: 'women' s:issues'" ; 
higher on their prioritiesl . 

• Beij ing.;\,f~s:: ago.O.di; st~p ,j.n tb~t, <H.rection,-,: b~.t:·'I-" '.:- ."!: ~..• 

am afr'flid that .qu~,95ly,pe.ople·.>wilL. f9rget. what~'happ~ned,:-ih'._ ., 
Beij in<fJ. Since' .you' ClFe.' so~eone. ,cl,?seto the; ,top I what, would-,~ ,-- '.: 
you recommend as:.,:s.1;:.Eat~gY)r:-~':UlOVl.pg:target. ) 

. I What would you t~P::)l1,i11,l~n9(;l.S~:strateg.ies::.f(:)r,~:~; -';"'.: '-. '-;~:'
reachipg those ,t:r9-ciJ:tJp~Jq.·l PQr~t-i.C{\;l; ;leage:t:"s:: i-nuthose 

countries? 

1 '.~ ,* -:". ;: 

1 

I MRS. CLI.l'-l'J;'9N·:", Ph" goodness',.I·don't:,know. ,"c. 
. '~;. 

-.. , -of .. ..': 

I think that one of the ways that perhaps we all 
could do more to work withl as you say, hierarchical 
leader~hip in many countries, not just in that region of the 
world,1 is to share some ofjthiS information with them about 
the effects that investing in women have for the long-term 
stabil~ty and prosperity Of their country. 

I I find it amazing that many people really don't 
know what you all know.' . When I was preparing. for Beijing, 
the be~t information I .gotJwere.someeal;"ly studies that. had 
been dpne at the world BanJ;c correlating investments in women 
with outcomes for prosperifY and deIlloC~aCy.:., ,.. ,.,- -:--. 

I Some of,,,;t:h4? .~a.rge. ~ultil)ation~l.corporations do 

these ongoing a?pessm~l1t~ .of"wher.e they are, goingto'make. 
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investments, and'one',of the 'factors they look ati& how~ 
women a~e treate~. But somehow that ihformation does~'t.get 
conveyed effectively to the leadership in a lot of those 
countri~s. ' 

, I I think it, would 'be very s1gnificantit', a m'ajor, " 
executiye of a multinationai corporation, accompanied by a 
major executive of the Worla Bank, paid a calIon a lot of 
these countries' leaders ana did a presentation. I know 
that ma~ sound simplistic, ~ut I am convinced that a lot of 
that isl just not'known, it ha~not been said often enough, 
it is not yet absorbed. f. ' . .' 

/YOU cannot imagine how difficult it is to get ". 
informaFion like"this ,acr.osk ·.to ',people', and I have -seen·thi:s·,·· , . 
in my o~n country' where thipgs that we take for granted,' 
those of us who know how the government..works ,we are 
stunned when we:g6 out into thec,ountrY'and people don't· 
know. So that would be one. suggestion,. :,. • .. ~. 

I think some t~~geted ~resentatiori~ that don't· . 
attempt to make political:pbintssomuch as. to. inform.~ 
leadersl about what 'it is thkt mUltinational corporations and 
others look like. I mean i~ you have a lot of natural 
resourc1es, they are going t6 come to you .any.way,,: .They _axe... .,.~ ... , 
going tb want to get it outj of the ground and then they are 
going t:o want to leave ,you., ,But ·if you .have a"more:·pomplex.' , '," . 
economYI or you ar:e: h~ptn~. to ~,e~:el~p a ,.~~r~ ,;~om~I~X_' eCOn~Jil~,:., :,:, 
these factors are,'l.I~portantj•. , .. '." _..' J'.,' '" ". lJ !!'_'~i',"":,' " ": 

j ~econthdl~~;~t~I ,llk~i~:i.~~,:~tbl.~attr.,ct.~:'{~T~g/~~;~~ ~c~~i:~,{~:';~i:'i{~~~:'(' .,,' ~ , '~;:~~':;):i :.' 
threat en1ng an< a::J.! '-1'11.g'(.8' 0u:',womeni';':-.1 ,.".... y,', -: "',;;C';" "~lIY·,"."· i:'nl-

I . s~'n'~6UJ:d,~~~~'~ do~;!;;out,,~l~L ~nd"~:::1~~,'a:i~i '::, :: ,',"
daughters -- A· lotabout::daught'ers:.-.and °daughte17s' "',., ,,' ',::- ,.; .. , ,-, -.''', 
opportJnities. I have had ~everal conversations with 
leader~1 in very, very conse~vative countries who have told 
me how difficult it is to etlucate girls and to combat the 
extrem~sts in their own cUI~ure who are against educating 
girls, Ibut how there seems ~o be kind of an epiphany when it 
comes DO their daughters, and to link that kind of 
commit~ent to,their daughte~s with commitment to other girls 
who haVe promise I think is/ an effective way of beginning a 
conver9ation. Because if ypu start with young girls and you 
educate young girls, then you do have at least an ., 
opport~nity for'peopl~~o b~ les~ thteatened for 'several 
years ,anyway. -, We will deall with ·'that ' later." " " . 

'if"1na11' I h·110,k ~th t 1t goes back] guess y t a tathe 
points Ithat several of you ~ade. You know~ ~thisdiffic~lty 
we find ourselves''dn:in·talking ~about.Ner:y hapd',problems ,·and, ""': : 

the consequences'· of :a'll,:',the : changes. that we, are'iconfronting': '.';" 
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and what it is deing'te' ;pe<j>ple.' s . individual and c611ectivri 
~:~~he is semething we denlt have a very. geed vecabulary fer 

I We are net ~eing a Ivery geed job '~~ articulating a, 
mere pesitive visien. W? are no.t do.ing .a very go.ed .jeb in 
this c6untry, but frankly ~ebedy 'is deinga very geed jeb 
areundlthe werld. We are cbaught in this transitien that we 
are trying to. ~werk eur waylthreugh and we den't have an 
adequate vecabulary to. exp~ess what it is we are trying to. 
presennI as an alternat'1ve. . 

I If the alternative is rampant censumerism, 
materialism, debasement ef values and alienatien, that is 
net ve~y attractive.·And ~~ people turn en their'~elevisien 
sets aryd they see the advanced werld and they leek at beth' 
men and wemen who. are caug~t in· alIef the persenal dilemmas 
that g~t pertray~d'endl~sslen televisien,. why weuld anybedy 
want to. change what they have in erder to. move teward that? . 

I So. I t~~'rik" p'~r~e~'ldlewe~i,'s ~nd 'th~'-ad~anced'" ': ::::';' . ' 
ecenemies and hewever we want to. describe what it. is all ·ef 
us are Itrying to. cemmunica-te-need to' do. is to.' spend' seme: 
real time thinking threughlheW d~ we ~alk abeut it ~nd hew' 
are we ihenest abeut the shertcem1ngs 1n eur ewn sec1ety. 

I . -1-' '" ........ --""., .' 

I I mean it ',is: a, littil~ dauntring ~~: ,visit '~euntrjes

that ati least have the feelling t.hat: they are able to. " 
maintain a network of' familliali and: 1<:inship netwo.rks ,1:.ha1:.:,·ar·ii: ...:.....- j :., 

very in\pertant';'to'; them': and'ito.'se:E{:' th~Jk~·;pii{l,c;?;a:t·<tp:e:~~i:~~:a:: ~'~~ ':::c:~::: :.~..... ~ ,
that t~ey wilt:'De:'~br'Oke'rr':dbwnl;ne'ca\ls'e16'f 'tne-'J'ntrusf6n:!Of""~::: .e'. '.,::...;! ,:~;,:,;(, 
the electrenicf'nH~d'liil!ahd the r;Ekh~ntl:ess':; pre'ss'ures"fo.r i.~;; d(: 'i! ; ," 

censumJ;?tien th,~t'~drfves': so']mh,~.hr ef ,wl1a't .~h·ey'··(~~:~ ~ h~pp~riTn:g J'''':?':~'. :';;'".';"j 

elsewhere, er 'when they 'see;' the' b~eakCiewn:. of 'fp.m111es and'" '. 
the ab~ence ef;father~r~h~J311., Of.;,.the.,.'~tr~er ·s'6di'a·Ypreblems. 

'< 

I When we were 1n N1caragua, there was a huge 
billbeard en the side ef t~e read with a crying child 
saying) "Father, why have ~eu abando.ned us? Please ceme 
heme." I And they have this Ihuge pro.blem new because ef war 
and ea~thquakes and everytHing else, ,where family structure 
has ju~t taken a terrible beating in the last decades. Yo.U 
find this litany ef secial Ipreblems that is marching its way 
threugh the werld cennected in the minds ef many 
censervative leaders and mdny religieus peeple with all that 
they d6n' t w'ant. Yeu knew,l they link educatien with these 
preble~s. They link credit er pelitical participatien. 

I We 'eughtte be recdgniZing that this is a majer 
dilemma fer us and there eJght to. be a way we can better

I I , 

express beth ho.nestly the drawbacks we h~ve 1n eur ewn 
seciety and what we intend as individuals and co.llectively 
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I . 

to do about them, and the vision we have of what individuals 
who ar~ given a chance to ~xpress themselves, but can remain 
rooted in culture and religion and the larger society, are 
able to do if given,th~ su~port to do so. 

.', I 
So these are issues that I would like to see all

Iof us spend some time thin~ing about, because we don't 
discus~ them very well. Artd everywhere I travel, political 
leader~ in democracies desJribe how their countries are 
divided right down the middle. 

I Whether it is the leparatist vote in Quebec, 
whether it is Prime MinistJr Rabin attempting to get the 
Knesset to ratify his move~ toward peace, whether it,is 
election after election whJre the margins are razor thin and 
people!are very divided on~ against the other, that should 
tell us something, that there is a great deal of concern, 
discontent, confusion abou~ what the future means to all of 
us. Aryd those who beli~velin progress and development, 
which includes everyone in this room or you would not be 
here, ~e must do a better job of expressing what we mean by 
that irt today's world, andlshowing more respect for the 
moorings that culture and society give, but rejecting the 
intolerance and the divisiJeness that they also lead to. ' 

I So until we canbeJter articulate what it is you 
are doing to achieve, we w~ll continue to encounter 
skepticism, as well as res~stance, and we can only begin to 
wear that down by trying td present a better vision that is 
more h6nest and more inclu~ive about what it is we are 
workin4,.toward in the 21st Icentury , a,nd that is a challenge 
for all of us. None of us, in my view, is doing a very good 
job of it. All of us are ~rying to find our ~a¥ in our 
words, land any help that the World Bank could g1ve on that, 
front I know many of us woJld welcome. . 

I , Thank you very much. 

### 
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