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REMARKS FOR CHILDRE~S~c:v~~~ITAL ANNOUNCEMENT 
j • 

FEBRUARY 19, 1997 

Thank you. I'm delighted to be here and to join all ofyou for this important 
. announcement. I'd like to thank Childr+n's Mercy Hospital-.. especially Mr. Oliver, Dr. Kilo 
(KY -low] and my oJd friend Rand O'Donnell- for inviting me to be here today. I'm also glad 

. Adele Hall, who has long been a genero1hs and committed patron of this hospital, could be with 
ustod~. 	 I 

" , . The initiative we are here to anbounce and support can make a tremendous difference in 
. "the lives of the children of Kansas city1 As many of you know, new research has shown that 

" talking and readi.ng to infants and toddlbrs is vital to their neurological, intellectual, and 
C::-~-emotiona1 development. Time spent sharing a favorite book not only strengthens the bond 
, ,'between a parent and child, it enriches kchild's vocabulary, prepares him or her for reading, and 

,: liter.illy helps a baby's brain grow. I . . 
, Unforrunate]y, too many children are still missing this early stiniulation. 1nat's why I'm

( 	 , delighted that Children's Mercy HospiW is making its program to prescribe daily reading to 
,parents, infants and children a hospital' ..wide and community-wide effort. 1thank Dr. Wendy 
: Turnbull for pioneaing this program.i. . 

" ... Doctors are often the first professionals our infants and toddlers see on a regular basis. 

.. ... While parents may not take a child to klibrary or a preschool program until he or she is three, 


.. they will most likely take that child toi a doctor or nurse for vaccinations and checkups. These 

.' regular visits present doctors with important opportunities to instill good reading and learning 


:: " . habits -- along with good health habi~ ..- in parents and children. 

The initiative at Children's Mby, inspired by the American Library Association's Born 
: to Read and the national Reach Out ahd Read programs, will make reading a part of every visit to 
. '. the doctor. Doctors and nurses can Je the authority and influence ofthose white uniforms and 
; . stethoscopes to encourage parents and children to read aloud as often as possible. And research 
:'. has shown that these prescriptions arf followed: Parents and children who are given books by 

. ... their doctors are more likely to read aloud at home. , 	 I 
'. . I am pleased the Kansas UniJersity Children's Center will also be starting its own Reach 

Out and Read program. I· . . 

I 
And I thank the libraries of&ansas City for being an important partner in Children's 

. Mercy's effort. from providing appli'cations for library cards in clinic waiting rooms'to . 
encouraging everyone in the comnl~ty to take advantage ofrheir immense resources. For this 
effort to succeed and reach every child, it will take the participation ofeveryone in the 

: .community. It will require yoluntee'rs to read to children in waiting rooms, individuals and , 	 I 
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,businesses to donate books to ib~ pro~ 'and of cours~, more and ro~re pediatriciaris in the 

community to join Children's Mercy in its efforts. . " ' 


. This Spnng, ~e President and l/will be hostinga W¥teHouse ~onfe~ence on Early. 

Learrung and the Beam tp explore how parents and educators can best use new research c:m early . 


childhood development. , ./. . . 


'. . ". I . ..,,', 
Over the years I have met parents who have told me they never really talked to their 


babies becauSe they thought the infan~ were too young ,to understand what they were saying. 

I've. met parents who' believed that the~I could'not read well enough to read a book to a child. 
.' 

. Childre~'s Mercy'~.irijtiative'ill help parents. 'fho want to improve their reading ski~ls 

enroll mlocalliteracy programs. Butrwe have to help parents understand that, DO matter thelI 

educational level or reading ability, they can stimulate their children's intellectual potential by 

talking to and read:i.i:lg to their childrenl, even when they stumble over a few words here or there. 

Most likely, tJ:.eir children :,o~'tevenJnotice. But. they. wilinouce ~e powe,r Of. reading and 

books to take them on fascmatmg adventures and mtroduce them to mterestmg ldeas. . 


~ust recently • .! announced a JtiOnwide effort to make sure that initiati~es that encourage' 

early reading touch every city and evdry household in our country. And I want to thank the 

American Library Association and Rdach Out and Read, which is the brainchild ofDr. Barry . 

Zuckerman. for: being leaders in this till. There,are few efforts that I believe could make a more 

dramatic difference .over.the next 10 iears in this country than to persuade parents of all 

educational and'ecoDomic backgrounlis to take this mission of reading to and talking with their 


" . 1 I ..b b . .' . i • ' ' '.ales senous y. 
I . . ' 

And ifwe can encoUrage eve&- pediatrician in-this country to begin prescribing as many 
, books as they'do medicines and to crbte waiting rooms where,instead ofworrying about 
'upcoming shots, children will be engtossed in tales, by Dr.. Seussand MauriceSendak, then our 

future will indeed be bright. j ~ 


I thank all ofyou for doing ybur part. 
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