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II'welcomethis opportunity to talk about women and 

development, an issue that I' believe is one· of the most 

comp~lling, yet most ove:tlooked,. in .the. foreign policy arena. 


IMy ~deas on this, sU*ject ,are ~ooted .. bQth'in ~personal" ,. 
obse1vat~ons and experie1]lces .. ln th~s.country·and.overseas,: and ,in:', : .. 
the grOWIng body of research andlI.terature about socia'1 "", ..'.,.:,.,." 
development" . ':';I ,". :',' ..... ..,' . , 

If, like some, ;,youare· wondering.how I I ve been spending my 

time lately, let me assu:te you that I've been getting around. In 

the past three years, I' ye had the 'opportunity to.·;travelto'." ' 

Copenhagen for ·.theU~N.:World Summi,1:.on·. BocialDevelopment;.to 

South Asia, Europe and the New Independent States; ·to Beijing and'.' 

MongOlia; and to Central and South America. 


I 

II've met r,;:tth' ~omer;; ~:n S~~th ;Afrio~ Who',.:helped :leadthe. :.' 
struggle to end apartheId;:. new:lDothersin JO] akarta ,.Indonesla., : 
who gather in their village eachweek"to learn, about ,familY' .' 
planning; doctors and:nu*se's:inBelarusd'andUkr~ine who' are' 
tryi~g to keep;alive 'childr'en: in' the aftermath of Chernobyl; and 
leading women of the Western Hemisphere who are working together 
to ptomote literacy and better health·..c~re:: fOi'::.the .children,·of.. _.. 
their countries;" .. .... .,.1'::. _... .. ... .. 

. lIn a few days, I will be heading off for Bosnia, Turkey and 
Greec:;::e. I'd like to ,take !this opportunity to share ,some of my 
observations with you from these trips. 

jPlease accept my coLents in this spirit; I am not here'as a 

for7f~n pol~cy sPokesmanlfor the White House or the Clinton 

AdmInIstratIon, but as a person who cares deeply about our 

natiOn's engagement in t~e world and who sees investing in women 

as airealistic, practica+ and moral approach -- a way to fuse 

American interests and ideals. . 


II have long sUbscriJed to ,the 'belief that investments in '. 

people, particularly wom~ri and:children',are~just:asessential to 

the prosperity of our national family and global community as 

inve~tments in open mark~tsand.trade"Butit wasn't until, .my , ':' 

dauglj1ter and I spent two Iweeks in south Asia .last spring that the 

enormous political, economic ,and social dividends ..of,.this kind of. 

invei:.tment became clearet"tomef.' "'0:,' ,. , . f', 
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lone of ourfirst-sttswas Ahmedabad [AH-mudda-bahd), 8. r> 
textile center in wester~ India.' On the edge of town is a women's 
bank) founded by a disci~le of Gandhi named Ela Bhatt [eela

I .,

bottle The. bank had' one room. The teller's counter was an old 
kitcnen table. Bank clerks recorded all transactions by hand, on 

. yellbw sheets of paper :bbund· in.Nolumes that .looked like worn:7out·:"', 
telephone books. ..' . i , 

II was there for onlJ a few hours. BU~ in that time I saw,. 
women who had walked 12 to 15 hours from remote villages to take 
out ~oans -- some as sma~l as $1 -.:. to inv~st in dairy cows, 
plows;, or goods they could sell at market •._":~; ;.',".... '''',' ...,,:" '.'.. ;": .:"._ ,f.• 

·"t., ,, . .'" I' . . ..' . .; r' ':'::'. .' , : • ..: >. ,j"" ~' ..'''::;, ,'... 

IWomen run ·'the bank'; \0l!lywomen::are, .all<:>wed to."make·,deposits;,.:,., . "'1,"::,,: 

and borrow money,;;. Today' ttl1s,:;:bank,,; has,:assets:.of,;;more, than $3'.('. ,'., '·c ':'.: ';.: 
milLion. Its loan repaym~nt: rate I;;;,~'nearly' 100 percent: ,..~ would; '_:,:.. • ... ,. 
be the envy of'most.~ commJrciaJ('banks~" It·',has 60iOOO.members; :-::-::',(,';, 
all ,",omen, ~any 9f :the~ cimortg' tJ;le .p?ore~t"l:0.leasteducated-:and,;.· :..'" .. : '.~ ;'.!, 

most lostraCl.ZeSL'1V Indla.!., .. ;._ . '.. ~'. ," :...;\;; Il:,.(:~::::':- ....:'..i':;'! ',<.\F.'·' ':.' ..- .. , .... :, 

iAgainst enormoUs.. j;:)o~iticali·"social':~and:economic~.oddS, these" ,:i, : .;.
: ••. I. . ,- •. . . • 

women have )ol.ned:- together:l.!1 a .. trade·;·unlonrand;,:90operatl.ye,,~~<:j. "'.".'. I.·~ 


called the Self-Employed· jwomen t sAssociation, . or SEWA [say-wah] ~ 

that Iprovides them with job training, microcredit and mutual 

suppqrt. One after anoth~r, these women told me how access to 

cred.iJt has given them:. corif-idenc~,in ,. theinselves·,;;;:md their" futures. ~" ::1'. ~ ::: 

Throdgh SEWA they ;.h<?\ve. b~en,·abJ-e,·,to .. increa~e their; earn,ing power· .', "ii",!; I:~}': 

and transform their:: li:ve~:1 as·'well,.as~·jthe lives. of their families
e and dommunities. Local gdvernment, poiice and commerce all have , 

\ felt SEWA's influence. ;j~ 1·.•• ,;:f.:.ri., .': ,~oc ;;";~~:~ ,; ·,..;n::,"':,' '..>.,;', 

, ~, ,,_.. ~JL. f!~:-}-;·('.·: 1 !':,J...:~.;::.;'.~.~~. s~>_-::.t'-\;··'i_ .C:::..; ::.. ;~,:..':::::j';'~:~':'~'::: ;,:.,~',~,\.:"/ ~~ 
, This is but·I;6ne::.,example';L,have'~seen,:,of:-;how;::grass,:",roots 

ente~p~ises targeted at Jomen are reshaping local and regional 

landicapes aro~~~,,:te~.:,:O~:;d~~~:-~,->;... '~::;'l' ~;:~.~~~~,~';:,:',: ;'~':~:: 'i";;'<~':':: " 
IMany of tl1esC?t~pr:ojeets·;·receive. so~e;,suppo!"t'.,fr.om"the United. 

state's Agency fbrIhternaitional Development. After seeing our 
fore~gn aid dollars at wdrk on several continents, I am more 
convi1nced than ever that Iia small investment of American aid can 
be a Icatalyst for untangling the web of poverty,' illiteracy, 
ina~e,quate health care an1d cultural hostility that today prevent 
women and girls from becdming full and equal partners in many 
socie'ties. 'I 

II am also very proud to report that under th~ ~linton 
Admin,istration, ,the' devel;opment banks,. have more .. than doubled, " . ::'::".:; , 

theiri investments in social 'development. '_~(:'. -.' i,'. -; ;1',"" : , 

.. "jI'hese investments ;ar~; not· a. one.:...way ~street;. ''',We. ,Americans ':'. 

have Iborrowed from the SEWA·. model, -for example·,' as well-las from 
otheri microcredit",enterprfises , "including-"DJ: •~'Mohammed,;.Yunus·,"~~' ':::;:~": ,_, <,',. 

Grameen Bank in"'BangladeSr' andr·one',ca1l.1ed"FINCA"in ·.a poor barrio;· :":' / 
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in Ml).nagua, NiCaragUa,.Jth of which I"have had the privilege,ot~ 
visiting. . I .' ..' 

[In Denver, a progr~m called Mi Casa helps women, many of 
whom have been on welfar.k~ get the .encouragement and the credit 
they Ineed to become selftsufficient~ I·.will-never: forget·what·.one····, .. ,:·.·· 
womaf:1 told me when I visited Mi Casalast·year:· "ManY'great ideas 
die in the parking lots bf banks", she said, meaning that too 
oftem women don't even g.kt in the door before they are turned 
away 1] " .' I". 

IEven in an e~ono~y l~ complic~ted'''as ~~;~, ~'icrocr~dit .:.', 
appears to help Americanlwomen lift· themselves'out of poverty, ,-. 
just Ias it does in other parts' of 'the,. world.' For-that' reason, :·we '....... 

I .,.. d ' t t'" t ' 'th ' 't d t tare ~ncourag1ng'more"m1e!-"ocre 1· ac:rV1·J.~S 1n·, e'.Un1e S g F!S~',.;;;'·;: 


Our Small Business'Administration ..cis making more loans than ever 

to wq,men. Through the corlununity Development Financia'l 

Institutions Fund, we. ar~ establishing anew' Presidential, awards·."":' 

program to honor ..·outstanding;micro"lending .::organizations;· ;,,' ... :,1,. I: ':'~" •. 


I "»" L:,'::" 'I" 'i ",' ,I.' '... ~. :. .; "'. .U"'::· .;,-,.. ;""0;. '; f·:. .:" ': :.,:. '::...<: ::', " ,:, ~,J ',: f.', :.: i.>.', "... il', 

IWhether we;::are·.:inakiI;lgr.these;>investments at home, or·,abroad,..)I;', ,....:. 
am increasingly;c:convincedthat ~,they,'are' very much·"in.·our>nationaI '.: ,,'; '.. '.. 
inte~est and in--support <hf the value~ we hope will take root 
around the wor ld • .' I . , . 

\Let me 'J;:.';;;--;'give ~you··,anc)'tther·~example .;i."'··.how'.. our:,support::of.;·_: 
family planning iprogramsrl'helps:s1:abilize:-,populat::ions:,and :.reduce!;."'~;' >.: ... ',' 
abortions in the-:developirig.sW'orld.;;' .,.:;". :2:::. ,_,1. .." 'c::': . ,~::. r>:',: 

I :.l';c·~·>:· I·t):~ ;\'[ <:: 'i~cf'.i!l':;:'x· r; ··;U.:I' "" '~:';:. . ';'"'' 

iAt the momentii'i.~rou<jhlY '~1'OOi:>milli6n women::. cflnnot,;.get·:or·are 
not using

I 
family planning services because they are poor,

..
uneducated or don' e:have Iaccess ,::to'" care ~ ~;, '.:, ;::'::e: " '.: .- .•;; 

I
I 

. " '.:. ,=, ,:",,:::. ", .. '.: 
' 

:-'. ",:."..::.: .;' ':-.':(; :... ::- ,..:': ~::::-;::,: ~..~i.: ....... 

some 20 million:;will:seek 1:unsafe':aborti'ons -- some will die, 

some will be disabled fo~ life. A growing number of unwantedipregIf-ancies are occurring amoJ)g. 'young, woinen, .barel-ycpeyond: i .....,.:::: ... 
childhood themselves~ 'For -these"'cjirls and' w6men~' unwanted or"·: . ,,--; ~.. '
unintended pregnancies m~an less opportunities for schooling, 
jobs) and good health. I . 

[If you don't want wdmen to have abortions, then supporting 
fami~y planning programs ,II particularly in overpopulated 
developing nations, is a must. 

lIn Salvador da BahiJ in Brazil, I visited a maternity 
hosp~~al that alsocaresrfor ,womel) who have'. tried toindl:lce. . 
abor1i10ns themsel:ves,' a; tirag1cally commpn' occurrence there.:., ,".

!I .: ':.<C: '.: ;:'. :.l:, ..;:j; <."J:'.. ');,' .'.,:.:.:,:; ,: ..:;:-.. '.. ;. ".:.: ..'~ :,7'.. :>: :,:. '.:":'!. 

saw cla!,;srooms .~thr6ughout ·the,-hospital, displ~yiJ)g ':cha~ts" 
and qiagrams of ·the,most rbasicrepr6ductive;.infOrination. The:···',-"·. 
hosp~tal also provides.~f~mily·planning;:.se::vices~·,cThe:Minister'.of,:,., 
Heal~h, told me that he hiped to extend th1s USAID-supported 
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I t 0 rura I areas"l.n·. i thereg i on~ E'ven here,;,'.l.n a'program 
predominantly Catholic cpuntry, ther,e is'growing recognition that· . 
family planning saves lires. •... .... . ;.- - .. 

l'I'm not suggesting hhat u.s. foreign aid is a panacea for 
women or for the :developlng· world~' Nor am I·starry-eyed: enough to:·,' ,'.. '.. 
beli~ve that every just bause in the world is ours to embrace. 

!But I am suggestinglthat as long as discrimination and 
inequities remain so commonplace around the world -- as long as 
womert are valued less,'· f~d 'less,'fedlast, '-overworked, , underpaid, 
not Schooled and subject~d ·to--violence in andout·,of'.their ,homes ",.-.

I . I,. . . 

-- the potential'.of the human,family;t6 create 'a stable; .' ':: .>i '.'''. 
peac~ful, and ultimately Iprosperous·.world,·will·not'be,realized.. ,.·"--,, .', 
And blearly, world "stability, .c~pe·a·ee and ·;grbwing:·prosp~l:itY',are: inn. '--,,, 
our rtational irit~rest.·~:·1 :" - '0 ., ." . . , 

I If, . as a nation i, ::we Ica:r:e :abe>.';lt :'op:ning:~up:~oreig':l' ':m~rkets ,. 
for Amerl.can goods. and~servl.·ces; ·'-l.'f we' care·about··makl.:ng;:our,· i. :.. :;':.~Li':.,"·_, 
country secure ;-:lrt::the:::fage,of'::new post';;'C61dWar threats;i:f·.-we !'" ' 

care Iabout enlargi-ng i'the'(,world' s::cOiilniunity'. 6f'den'iocracles:':then~<::';':~: \.. ,.....<:', 

:~m:~~t address the con~rions and circumstanc~s of th~ world's 

[If we do not, and J.l:lstead retreat on our l.nternatl.onal· 
,. commitments and social i~vestments, the forces of strife and 
{ division are likely';to:;gkiri st:terigth~T wi-thout a:·deve16ping,:world,,<.i :--..,',.,' 

that I is in fact:~progressing~:::the ;g~?baT:-eC6ri6mY~.will"\De 'reta:r:ded,·}' ;;':: :~. 
those hostile t6;Americart'iinterests:and :<values will: find'<f.ertile·, '", . :,., ,
ground and threats':,~td out;';secufity wi'llr:indrease~:-::'·, : 

. iwomen comprise'~.m6relthan'"haif;:the:rW6rld's:T;POPulationl;;.~Tliey .', ..... 
are 70 percent ",of Cthe;'w0:t--Id '·s:pooi ~·ar'l.d -two;;;;thh."ds bf;:those whoe:, ";.: f';'.. ';: 

are nottaughtto'readi·'a.rtd',write. i,;;:, _)~:;:;t' ':'j'"' 

, .... ,- j . - '. .... ." . . , .,
In too many p~aces~Tthey·:-are dYl.ng from dl.~ea:ses;~hat~~hould 

have been prevented or treated•.. they are watchl.ng thel.r chl.ldren 
suff~r from malnutrition Icaused by poverty and economic' 
deprfvation ... they are d1nied the right to go to school, 
sometimes by their own fathers and brothers ... they are forced 
intoiprostitution or indJntured servitude. And in too many 
places, women are barred Ifrom the bank lending office and from 
the ballot box. I ' . 

[yet women are the primary caretakers for most of the world's 
• "I"" .•• • ,. ,chl.ldren and elderly ;cThroughout,theworld, faml.l:l.es 'rely"on",;':: ,· ..i",.H" ' '''' 

wornert -- for em·otioriii'li. sJpportt>"·'fc)r~··1·abo:t!,1-in·'-t.he;~~home~: and~:.:··~:·~ '; ":~'~'.-'~.' \:~~~l~ 
incr~asingly for ,0utside'I'i'rtcome~ -Arid I"would argu'e that;, as the t .: ..... . 

pres~ures of consumption -j-and . technology ~place'-greater'.'burdens on: ."': r 

fami+y life in virtually Ievery country'on the planet, women will 
be relied on even- more~:t:o -sustain, and protect· the family unit. 

:.. "'~" '1 ...:,,'.' '-- '), k. ,,< , , 
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• 
Investing in wemen And ensuring that they have access te the 

tee19 .of eppertunity -- ~ducatien, health care, credit, legal 
pretectiens and pelitical freedems -- is particularly urgent 
tedaY. The newglebal ec4nemy is rapidly diverging. 'And 'we knew' 
that Ithese whe,are educa~ed, whe are able te ma~ipulate language 
and symbels, wl:1.lsucceed. ,These wheare net" wl.1.lbe ,·left even 
fartlier behind. Given th~ demegraphics I have just described, 
tens!ef milliens .of weme~ are in great danger .of being further 
marginalized in the yearS ahead. ' 

IThe single mest 'implrtantinvestment any. de~eleping natien,,' 
can 1"\lake teday is in the\educatien .of girls and wemen. What we 
are qiscevering, in 'Coun1j:ry afterceuntryr is that' educatienis,' 
net just a means '.of: acquiring knewledge, ~skil'ls, :and;,:,va'lues,' it ': '"" 
has 4 pesitive ;eff~ct;;onja weman,' s,healtq, ,nutritien', ,wages"and .. 
level .of pelitical ,participation'. ,', . . 

IDeputy TreaSUry'secJetarY'LaWrence Summersy'whe'hasstudied, 
and written abeut, 'the,ec6n'emics .of, wemenand'de~elopment", says'~'2 
that \" investment 'in ':the, ~ducatien, of ,girls;,may:",well .'be, the ,,' 
highest return ',.inyes:tlll~n:ti :[ayaila.ble,inth(:L:develepingwo~:rlq,." , 

I [Educatin~;' ~~' ')~d~':i'tJ~nal"~, o~'o' ~j"rls in pakista~ weuld 
prevent r.oughly 60 infant deaths, 500 unwatned births and weuld 
keep three .of th.ose 1,000 girls frem, later_dying. in childbirth., 

, <";":/";;"~";2:.;,'I:i" :.:: '.. ' "J"""";" ' ."," ; ,,:", '~.:":':,/ ..l:,-,{,'., 

• 

Werldwidel':raising :.tihe ~femaleprimary', schqelc;enrellment rate" ",.':.C: ,:;::, 


te t~at .of b.oys:w.oulq':ce~t -:less than9ne,ciargeii,power plant:.'~ If, ':',' ." 

the "'f.orld had taken ,this; Istepin",1965,',we ,!euld, hav~ ,averted 

three milli.on infant deaths each year.] 


i r ',', :'" ':'J':i" ,::: ,U ,:~ ::c, :], ';', ("S ;:,.X:-2:< co ']"j,' }' ,:, " . n,:' ::,:,\1.:":;;,, '::' '.::::0 ,',:,"" ,,:-' 

IT.oday, me:t;'e; ,than; 6'.0,0" milliOr1:,wemeri:,.';w.orldwide':~ar,e:: deni~d;/t;he::'" "':""i:,o-" ~ 
epp.olftunity .of ,;educatien.1 "Man'y,havegreWri'. ,up:: in:;fami,lie,s:tbCi,t;-.:- :,,<-. ;"::,',,,c, i',.

expect them Si~~lY jt;.o :~~a~:~,:~n~ ~~~~' ~h~l~~e~.;,' ,:', :. ,:',:,~';, ',':q',,::','.."',':' '''~:, ':<:, 
lunfertunatelY, in s9"much' .of .t~e werld:,t.oday, "t~~ r~as.9n.ing". .'."~'" 'J' 

in tqese families: seems'~e be:. rf:a, gir,l :isn't geing tebringthe .. 
family any inceme, why send 'her te scheel? Why take her away 
fr.omlceeking, cleaning t~e heuse, planting creps, hauling water, 
and taking care .of the other children? Why send her te a decter 
when!m.oney is scarce? wHy w.orry that she is hungry when the beys 
in the family need and de'serve feed mere? , .' 

IExceptiens t.o these !c.onditiens de exist, s.ometimes in places 
we weuld least expect it',1 such as the very peer Kerala [Kuh-RAH
lah] iregien .of seuthern IlJldia~ Kerala. has the highest literacy '. , 
rate 'Iand life e.··xpectancy.,t: as well, as the: :l.owest:',infant'~ert..ality' 
rate, in India.'.''I'hat'',-s 'because there has leng been a traditien 
ther~ .of investing in hE~allth care and educatien, particularly fer 
girls. A c.ommitment te--tll'e educatienefgirls, and wemen..als.o has" 
had ~ significaptimpact :en wemen's '.overall. life ,circumstan,ces ;in.:", ',: ," 
J.ordan, Bangladesh~:and ,F1akfstan. J • ,'L( '" ;._ ; '.; 
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I In Sri Lanka~ women have had ~he'right to vote for' the 
better part of th1scentury. and enJoy greater access to education 
thanl their counterparts ~lsewhere in· South Asia. Not .' , 
surprisingly, Sri Lanka also has the region's best health care 

I 	 " 
system and lower maternal mortality rates than many wealthier 
natibns. I 

!SimPlY put, an educated woman is more likely to have 
smal~er, healthier, and happier families because she is more 
likely to be awar'e o'f gobd health' practices', "sanitatio'n,",family 
planhing options, ,and·. ev~n. where to ,find medical care. She 'is 
morel likely to have an ihcome and be .able ,to afford care for 
herself and her children L. And she is much ·more likely to exercis<Ef' . , ' 
her power as a citizen. tb p:r::ov:ide"'care,'and secur'ity' for' her.' ," 1...:.,,; ~ ,:, 
family and conimun1ty. I '. " ' , . , ". "l 	 .j' ; • " ... '. "'" • 

I Yet even :~'ith' a;"gro'wi~g ;~c'~gn'i~ion ~~~ng ,~~~~rrim~~t' 'le~'~e~~'::'" "<'L' . 

thatl education:is,one',,:of I"the ;che'apest~'· :easiest,·'and,':most·,,·,~ , .... ,: 
effective ways,·;toimproV~·the, ~:social,and\jecoh6mic 'status: of: ,i:' . ,',':" ',', 

womep, getting'gfrTs td:schbdr<in'~'man'Y'reg1oris"of:the world is a 
complicated proposition.i ' ' 

iWhen I was in 'B~n~~ld~sh', I visited a school run ~Y"~he 

Bangladesh Rural Advancethent Committee,' a non-governmental . 


,,-"" orgahization that'· 'a:cts·~;0r!i;'the·theoryothat;,educatf6nl<,isa" ':}';'. "~'~.. ;~,.:: ..." 

( 	 precbndition for>economi<h'.·develbpment'.·,''Some of .thei<BRA'C ;schools ~\" ."~L' :::;:': 

which primarily serve girls, have been burned by extremist groups 
prot~sting the role: iof· NG0s' promotlhg-:change:.',;·:. ', .. n.~:·,,:;nL :1.:': <,. ,,~;c~ '.: 

1,,';;»(;;;:; r""Jt;'; ,";C;, j·(ji',e:~tl.th .a.(·c:, .n]). 3.,i7.je: ;;,:L~: :,;: :~':':~; i.: 
I In some ~uraJ:l': :a:r~,as ,.:;.~there~:,simpl.y~;':are: nb;,.:schc)(j.ls'," :near_by:,~·and·,=..:.;.c ~..-l ~~ ~; ·~_~·:l':~ :.... 

parents are understandably: reluctant,·td',senoctheir· :daughters "far~:.i C '" , 

from Ihome. I vi~ited ,a village outside o,f Lahor~, ,Pakistan, that , 
had ;-ecently bU1lta: prirl,aryschooL.But·"as one mother' !toldme/~ ..~, "."'. \';:", 

,her five daughters ,had 'n6'hopes of 'schooling' 'lieyond :the"'priniary: '.' ....;:. 
level because the only 's<bcondary' g'chdol' wa's'tbo,"far 'a'WaY·.',·:'There : :",' ;~;':.., 
was no question, however') that her sons would attend. 

ISometimes the problJm is as simple as not having a bathroom 
in the school building, ~hich means a girl has to go home several 
time~ a day to do her bu~iness. Even not having a local well or 
watet supply can hurt a girl's chances for schooling. The further 
she has to go to fetch water for her family, the less time she 
will have to go to classJ, , 

Making school f~ee Jnd~onvenientfor parents is clearly the 
best i way to get gir':ls.! efitol:1ed; Thehir-ing' of·: more . women ·tea.chers " 
is aiso crucial.';, >';"~"',~ t·,: ' . ,,' ,; C"" ,,;j ';;.; :.•. ,L· :," ,"; i, : ", ••••• .', 

. '.{ 

I 
i 

Along with' the BRAC'schoolin Bangladesh, l' visited· a 
government school~ ,thato1ffers' ma't,erial'inceht'ives to'c'parents i ·to 
senditheir children -- especially girls -- to school. Families 
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receive a weekly foodaltotment if:their·children go to class, a 
significant incentive for very poor families who regard school as 
a di";'ersion from their children's income-producing work. Another 
government program'pays paren1;.s to keep girls' in secondary
schob!. I . 

lIn Chile,' :Which'ha~jm~de enormous strides thanks to 
'education reform and a return to democracy, I visited a poor area 

I 'of santiago where the schools are open on weekends to accommodate 
parertts' work and babysitting schedules. And I saw other examples 
of C~ile' s efforts to ecNip women. with marketable job skills <;md·· 
to educate fathers about I their parenting responsibilities .. 

IGiven the'cen~r~ii~portance of education in the development 
equation, I was plea~~¢l to~announc~;in :Copenhagen: .last yeal;:'; a n~.w .>::; ,',": 
$loolmillion USAID_initiative for.~irls'· and ~omenfs education in 
the 9-eveloping world' andi to' am~ouncethe, distribution. Of _,the,," :."" '.. 
first grant --to ·India· r~ when I 'was there'a few' weeks' later. 
The grants are being distributed through non-governmental 
org~pizat~ons, . who our .g?vernment:relie~.hon, more' and, more:, tC?, :.':;:', 
dell-ver al-d at;,,'~l1;.~;r~~~rr~~t~:-l~V'~~"-~;" ".' .. ,./ '. '1"''''''~' ,;.:~ j: "_: ,,;. ,\ i,:. ::':':~ 

IHaving wit-nessed the great benefits :that'.education' .can ·reap, . 
not TIust for girls and wbmen but for their families and 
comm~riities, I .. am ,especi~lly proud of America's long,bipartisan 
comm~tment to foreign ai~;and~assistance -- which, as'a matter of 

• 

fact~ amounts to less than one·percent of the federal budget. 


I This Amer rcan., ~i~': h~~·":wo.rked';.;.'~:·ri;~{:~~lY!. in'~d~~;':~r~~ ~f' ", ': '. '.: :.' i ' . 
0 

education, but also in h~alth care, nutrition, the law and the 
judibiary, and othe];; ..:,programs,design.~d "=to;-improve:::the."climate.. ,for, ,-; ':--,',:.; 

openl markets, ;~~~'~;:::~~~it~y:l ~~:~:~u~~~set?:~Li'dem~;~~~~~~ :~~: ;,~. ;:: - '_ ..~- :' <_ ~~.;_~ r.:}';: :;:, ;(,' 

I All of the,se .factorp have made,Americ~ ai more. ,equaL·<;tnd>,::., ".... 
productive nation, even though· we;.,o,urselves, have not yet
achikved full equality fbr women"here~at home. As the most recent 
unitkd Nations Developmeht,proganmie'reportshows,no country has 
achikved parity for womeh; the Scandinavian countries come the 
clos~st -- and some surp~ising countries, such as Uraguay, 
Thai~and, and Barbados, also rank fairly high. , 

I Domestic policy, inl this respect, is part and parcel of 
fore~gn policy. Our comm~tmentto help women elsewhere cannot be 
sepa~ated from our commitment to improving the lives of women in 
our own country. The samk principles apply here as there. 

i . I . 
I Sadly, there are some in our country today who question the 

valu~s of our political; ~conom~q, mJlitary and social 
engagements abroad. They believe that our commitments to other 
riatipns, and' even to the united Nations, are undermining our 
national sovereignty and sacrificing American interests. 
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· I believe that Amerlca's global engagement is essential to 
strengthening our free mhrket interests and spreading our 
demobratic ideals. By cOhtrast, it is isolationism and its 

J ..! .

coro[lary, misgu1ded un1[ateralism, that pose a great threat to 
our position in the world, and also to the hopes and dreams of 
hundreds of millions of komen. 

As my husband oftenl says, today we are at the third great 
turn1ing point of this century. After World War One, we retreated 
intol ourselves and suffe~ed enormous consequences. After World 
War ~wo, when we heard mpny of the same isolationist arguments we 
are hearing today, we nonetheless chose the path of engagement 
and reaped 50 years of p~ace and prosperity as a result. 

I I 
lover time, we have.~earned that our ideals and interests 

cannpt be divorced from the political, economic and social cross
curr~nts swirling aroundl us. We also have learned that engagement 
reprbsents opportunity as well as obligation.

I . I 

I For all of these reksons, it is troubling to see our 
bipartisan tradition of ~ngagement and multi-Iateralism 
thre~tened. It is troubllng to see negative stereotypes fostered 
pure~ly for narrow politibal purposes -- whether it is the 
distorted idea that the U.S. military would be under united 
Natibns command or the phblic ridiculing of the U.N. secretary 
Gene~al's name. I 

.'
(" 
i I I . 


I This brand of demagoguery is a poor substitute for a 

forward-looking and forc~ful foreign policy.


I .. 
\ I· Social development r- the investment in people and their 

potential -- is not foreign policy as social work. It is a 
reallstic and moral way for the United states to help expand the 
globhl economy, nurture young democracies and improve our chances 
f or peace and prosperi t.y I. 

· I 
I Making social investments in women creates a dynamic new 

source of energy for a gtowing global economy and civil society. 
This l developmental policy must become a central priority as we 

I prepare for the 21st century. 

I It is the only way ~o bring us closer to a world in which 
distinctions between men and women are viewed, ultimately, as 
comp[ementary parts to a greater whole. And it is the surest way' 
to fprtify the families, communities and free societies that our 
cherlshed way of life depends on. 

Thank you very muchl 

III 
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