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. I .I :. r 
MRS. CLINTON: Thank, ;youpo much,. Iamdel~ght:ed,to be here.. 
I want to extendmY"'lc6rigra£i,lLitions"to·the, 90\1n.R,ii ah4to' '.' 

Le~l,ey Gelb, Pete ari~_ OWla~ne ~n<i all, who ~av7 n9t 9t;J,y)(ept it.' 
gOlrig, but have kept ~t v~tal, ancifo:p t;.h~s ~nv~tat~'on tacome 
and ispeak with yciu 'a,bolltwomeri ~nq development.' ' 

/When a fri~nd: ofmine'f~~n<i"'()~t"~h~-t~IW'OUld~ have 'this 

oppqrtunity, which strtlc'k,hi.m as s0ltlewhatodd, heask~d what my.. 

subject was. And t told! him that I Ointended ,to" talk aj;)outwolU.eii. 


'and Idevelopment;. And hils :-esponse was all too typicaL' He' said:, 
"Well, why would the counc~l really care about that?" And I 
thiryk it's a grea,.~tril:>~t~ t9.the'c()Ul:c!lal1d~? ~l~ ,~~.'yq':l,.her.e: 
thaif you do <;are',about .·W'p:s. ~ssue".wh~9h~ bell:~v~... ~~· am<?,t:g the" , ' 
most. compell~ng,yet mc)st'oyerlooked,':ln the forelgn'polTcy . ' . 
arer!ta. I also believe"~thas direct consequences for how we 

I I 
attempt to develop: our .qV!rl5()un~ry~.. ,,' .'-.. t .. ,c.:,.,.' ':,,;.: 


') My i?eas on ,thls\';s~*j~ct~a~e~:~()bted'both .fr(i>~fs8~iii:.; .,j':' " 

obs~rvatl0ns apd,exper~ences'hereat home'and:oyer~ea,~i and_~n 
the Igrowing body of res~arch and' Ii tar-ature' about socia'l:" " 

de,Yilopment. : ,) iI' .,'. . c::. '.', ". .."....:"' 
i Some of you 'may havr wondered how I've spent my t,l:me lately.;.,. 


Among the areas that I have spent time working on for the past . . 

thr~e years are those that effect women's' development and their 

chi~dren, with particul+r emphasis on what we as a nation can do 

both alone and through multi-lateral arrangements. 

, ! I have been very fottunate' to meet with women literally all 
ove~ the world. I've m~t with new mothers in Jojakarta, 
Ind6nesia, who gather i~ their village each week to learn about
fam~ly ,planning and,better nutrition for ·their children. F have 
tal:ked with doctors' and r nurses in' Belarus, and Ukraine who"are 
tr~ing to keep:alive~h~~hildreri9ftheinobyl. I have;met ~ith 
women from Tokyo t6'LondontoOttawa' to·:Santiago,··to·talk abbutc.: 

, • . ", J ,. ." '. . ," ,. ..' . . " " '. • ., "", _~, .•

wha1t we have In comm()n~'\Vhat we canleci:rh from one' ar:lOther and .~. ,.
I . • L. '. . . • " , '., ',<,

how we can best utll~z~ Our resources tb ass~st In the 'process of 
• 

deVelopment.' . '., ' -:' '. ; .. ,:- ",' .. 
j' 
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.; 

Ion. Saturd~y,~ willibe heading: ifor Bosnia, ,'Turkey and Greece 
agaln to hlghllght both what'we aredoing:~lone and with otir 

part~ers in the reconst~uctionwork in Bosnia~ and the'many 

effoi::st:::t i:r:no:::~l:: ::::e:o:n:eG::e::~re with you afew 
of my own observationSi land' I hope ·youwTII ;'accept these comments 
in the spirit in which they are offered. I 'am riot here as a 
for~ign policy spokesma~ for the White House or the Clinton 
Admilnistration, or even Ifor my husband, but as a .person who cares 
deeply about our nation ' s engagement in ,the .. world,....and.....who sees. ". 
inv~sting in women as ~ Ire~list~c; practic~l and moral approach 
-- a! way to fuse-both Amerlcan ldealsand 'lnterests ~-.... . ";-;-".! 

I '" .. ' . '. ..: '•• : .1. ,::: .:.<~. ':" . '. .,. ',!. i" . . .. "". ' ;.... '.! . ' , ..:. ~ " ," ,'- r ' 

II have l?n~subscr i~ed .to ~he. be~ ief··';~hat :i~ve~tments,i!1"!''':(';'' ~! 
people, partlcul'arly;women ;and·'chl:ldr.err/' ::are Just; as i:essentlal :to 
the iprosperity and stab~lity of our national family and global . 
community as investmentJ, cin open,ma"rkets' a:nd·itrade ';':-'T'certainly ..... ,. 

.ihavEi seen firsthand·, h~voi'ng had the"pri-vilege ·-to :traveL.on'_ ::, i ;': j,
! • - -, - . I.· . , • fbehalf of the Un.l,ted: States~what:'that me·ans7'.in<pract'lce~, . "::':::', . i 

; .. ' C'\ ., - " ': +1. ; •. ,' <,'" 

II remember.~ery ~el~~the' ~~oPthat ~ made last spring! in. 
Ahmedabad, Indla, atext.l·le ,center .'·Onthe: edge' of·town';'lsa'" ' 
womJn's bank, founded by a disciple of Gandhi, named Ela Bhatt. 
Thelbank has one room. IThe teller's counter is an old.kitchen ' 
tab:te. Bank clerksreccrrd:all, tl)etra;nsaqtiqnstbY'i~and;"on '.':' ",,: ,'. _ 
yellow sheets of· paper':l:j>ound, in ;:volum~s ,'that';:;look ''Ollke'; w6rn-out -.'C(,; 

teth::: :::::"~o; ~'~n J;~,'~e~~~~;~.";l~~:i~;~~;t:~~~~~ ::~'-~~~' ,',. 
women who had walked 12 Ito 15 hours from remote villages to take 
ou~ i their small. lo~vns~i' some ~S! .!sma'll:/(aS:$l; hi!- \to':-'inv.est:.i~'.,:/. 
dalry cows, or ,.plQws,. olj:,goods.they ·.co.uld .:5eh1, at~:.:market ;.::, ."., :)1;

I' :... ':: 'J \~' . r '- .....,:,~., ,~c:.(;. .,".:, -'." .'< '.' .....") .... 

I Women run the bank ~ronly"w?men"ar,e :.:al-1owed:::to:make;;deposits";i: 
and i borrow money,/ ': . And today, thlS: bank, has.' asse,bs of ~morethan $j,: ." "'~" 
million. Its loa'n repaYment, rate) 'which 'would be',the ;envy 'of .... 
most commercial banks, ts nearly 100 percent. It has 60,000 
members -- all women, many of whom are among the poorest, least 
educated and most ostrabized in India. 

I I
IAgainst enormous poiitical, social and economic odds, these 

wom~n have joined toget~er in a trade union and cooperative, 
called the Self-Employe~ Women's Association, or SEWA, that 
prov,1 ides them with job training, microcredit and mutual support. 
One after another, thes~women who had gathered together in a 
tent behind the small b~ilding with their bank, stood up to tell 
me ~heir stories~ :Ther~wasa :sea·ofsaris"mostly;.reds·and: :, .... 

.}pin}<s; there were -trqnslators as :these':·women/told'·'me'·:wha-t. being· ::::: 
part of SEWA andtakingf out -these '-small" 'loans .·had-meant :to :them 
andl ~heir famil~·es.;:Their lives::had :~been itransf.or.m~d.Y'They had· 
aCqrlred authorrty.over themselvesto:an'extent~that0they\had 
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nev~r dreamedpossible~ Arid as a:result'of their cooperation 

• 
thr~ugh SEWA, they wereibeginning.to influence local government, 
police and commerce, all' because they were finally recognizing 
thet had a contributidri!to ~ake'and~ad been.giventhe tools of 
opportunity needed to m~ke that c~ntribution. 

I .'. .... "1 . .... ~'.' .. 

IThat is but'one exa~ple of'gras~-~obt~ enterp~ises~targeted!' 
at women that are reshabing local~and regional landscapes around 
thelworld. Many of thelprojects that I have visited have . 
received some support from the United states Agency for 
'\. I IInternat10nal Development. And~after see1ng1those dollars. at 

work on several continehts, I am more convinced than ever that 
smail amounts oLAmeric~n aid can-i:>e 'a·catalysb·for ..untangling ...." • . .... 
the iweb of poverty ,'illiteracy, inadequate.. health ,care ,and:.. ".'.. /.. ' 
cultural hostility~ that~today;,Stil.lprev:ents'women and ,girls ·from.~·,-
becbming full and equal :;partner,g hi i.the.ir. s.ocie:ties:;·.:;,::r :.;~:; ',' ":;'" ,... 

. ,:.:" . :-.:- !; ," .. fJ~':'. (~ .' ',:'" "•• :~:.,~';u.__ ' ."' 

I am also. pleased' that, bClsed on these·;results. ""',-. :wqich·we... 
can, peint to. and.meas:ur~ ."':",- .therClintQn 'Administration: ha.s .. .. :::: 
deuflled the investment ~;in 'social develepment: tlir:eughthe, ,;: ,(. !. '. 

develepment banks,'" l ;'.'. '.1·:.: :-' ,',;" .. :.~, ,,' "cd,} '. '.. .. ':." , ; 

, " !""'j"' '.' ".'•.... :. ',' oil' ",'. ~ ,"'-,H"i"'" : ..... , 
"'. 

I These invest.~entsthat we:'lUake~ with our:, ta~"d~11ars: :a~en~t:., 
a ene-way street. In fabt, I have ~lse v{sited projects here in 
thelunited states, prej~cts thatbave borrewed frem what werks 
ove~seas. Net;onl~·£re~ afproject~like SEWA, but other 
micrecredit enterprise brojects, mest netably one begun by Dr. 
Mehammed Yunus, the.;GrameenBank ii-n ' ..Bangladesh i: .i,!:'l have'...also ',\, . '" .; 
vis~ ted prejects:h;.un ':JbY·I.FJ:NCA~:,=ariothe:E microcredit· :enterprise' ". '. " 

bank in Latin Am;e~~c~: ...'I : .:...... ~..:~ .... '~:::}":~:~:':~.:. <•. :.:.::~.~.}~,.:".j .. (,':C= ;:~:~,':: :::,;:,', ._, 

J I wish that .qil,,6f,·;~~u c~uld'(have,;been with me iri.-c"··. '.';:; ,',::,.'".. >.:·;'·:'c·::;~.
Bangladesh, to. :vi'Sit·:the, village 'that .:w.a:s,~picked,6ut!,:;te.show : me'c +; ....,-; r. 

thel way the Grameenban~w0tked:in. action .:·.It happened ·to ,be a,: """. .: 
villcige ef Hindu-unteuchables, ,cand;.ence that. vil,lage, .was . "":'.:,.,., 
selected, the vi-llage'dbwn the;.-.r;eacl,.:,a few,::·mi::les ~ ,.demand,ed:. that : :'.V 

they teo wanted a visit ~.' Itcwas ..a Muslim:vi.l.lage., Because ::of my 
sch~dule there was no way that I ceuld go to both villages, so 
ferl the first time everlthe Muslim women came to the Hindu ' 
vil~age. They worked tQgether to. prepare the village fer my 
visit. I m~t with all ?f them in their borrewing groups, and 
listened to. them tell stories about the way their being a , I .
berrower of the GrameenlBank had changed the way they looked at 
sentling their daughters I to. scheel, working outside their hemes, 
ceeperating to. sink wells. It was ene of the mest amazing 
exper iences tha.~ I ha~~ I ever :~ad ... ' ..'~ . . '-::c . . ,. 

I And then halfca 'w0r~d ·away, in a'barrie in Man£l.gu3/> 
Nicp.ragua, I met·wi.th·,w?men··that had borrewed frem the FINCA 
bank. After they finished telling me abeut their own 
ent~rprises, I asked if'l· they:: had anyqu:estiens .. 'And one,women·;, 
saifi, "I saw you{en':te~rvisieD' ~:talking to ~.other WQm~R·:very'd~·ar--'"- ·",n,·. . I IL., ..3-. I i 

I 

I 
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awa~. I think in ,rndi~.! What dJd Y9utal~"to them ~bout? What db 
we have to learn from them?1I 

IThat,S the kin~ of l~perience that I have also seen 
beg~nning to be replica~ed here at home. Weare starting to 
inv~st in micr~cr,edit,: e,~forts. " I have yisited a program called 

,Mi Gasa, in Den'ver, that helps many women on the model of the 
Gra~een Bank or SEWA, t6,acquire the same skills and the same 
acce!ss to credit that t~ansformed lives many, many miles away.

, I 
! 

i I will never forget, one, woman'in, Denver::wh~' said', to me that,', ~' 
she I,had tried for years It? borrow enough money ~o be able to , ' 
exp~nd a small bakery b~,sl.ness because ,she, consl.dered,' herself the 
bes~ baker in het neigl,1borhood in Denv~r;... She:::w,Quld, go:~to ,c the, 
bank and the ~ank, WQ\l;td lltel,l,ll.§.r"l s[le,: dldntt,; haye; enOl.lgh. "C,i,' I;, ,,<; :" 

col]ateral, she "'Ci'ldn:;, t"',,'l1ave enough exper ience. "They' weren tt '. 
goiryg to. lend !?:veI) tl}e,~l', 000; she aske~for i' uhtil.. finally she .' 
fourrd thls progr.am;atM~,C("H5a!,;SheSal.d, /'You"know~',many. great ," 
ideas die in th~,.'p~rking,·l()tsof, b~nks. ,'" Lthought:;.that;·was a:'· 
t~lJling statement" be~~~s~>in'·this' ~0untrYi··~particularly with_ the' '. ',' 
way Ibanking has",ch~nge(thl m~ny, ,:many,' ideas,;:die in the' parking " , "':.<' 
lots. And to p;r:<?Yld.~:9~edltt(),sT[la~l entreprene,urs',: to :,those ,who·: " 
are Ion the brink ,of poverty themselves but ,who; have a market in ' 
neighborhoods and commun'ities that other businesses shun, is one 
of ~he best in",estmen.tplwe can make" in. helping to lift our own 
people out of poverty. i ' 

, I ::' ..:;'.' I 'I ,;', <,......' j i'·, :-,' ':-:: ; •i': :;, ;; ':' 'f ,.~~ ." ; • - , 'i ," ',' ,:':): ~ 'I' ;' r' 

ICertainly ,,~,~,e,,' kf.1P~~l1?t1: the. ki1.1d'.:p;f:: <kn,yestmentsj' thati:work in:, :;, ". 
hell1ing people~:to:bec()m~ ~~lJTT:sllJficj:~Dt·:.:-,:-: ,parb:i«;::ularly,:in' an L:.:':i." . 
economy as comp~,~cqted",a:l~hou:r\:;; wj,J"J; take:~time ;"and eff,ort,' j,ust::!..:: ,., 
as ~t has takel1nt~.~~ a)}d1l=effQl;"'1; eJ;sewl)ere~.·But we ,are finallY"'''::L ,.;;:: i.~. 
beg~nning to PHt:.;·ilJ'tO i~clt~ons9me;of.:what ':He have learned;: ,",The 
Sma~l B~siness Administ~ation is making more loans t~an ever t? 
women. An~ through~,:t.h~ ITr:e~sury,~ Departm~nt:i,~e.jar:e fJ:nally: 'seel,n?. ,:j, 
the Ico~m';lnlty Q!=ye,lQpm~n.it·f: F:l~al!c.l.~ l,:l'n;;tl tu,1nons,,:Fupd ''-:'';,' ;:, i' .".: :'.: ,,;it, , " 

recqgnl ZIng thl'f'O\l~h ,De\:J.jl?.reslde.ntl,al,:a.w.:;lrds, programs, to':"honor: ,:.', .... 
out~tanding Americ~n'IDi1ro-lendingOrganizati6ns. : . ',. '. 

IcertainlY these kinds of cross fertilizing lessons -- that 
we can learn from becau~e we have helped to seed them elsewhere 
and Ito bring them home here -- are a way of demonstrating that 
our national interest mu~t take root in the values that we 
pro~ess here and abroad.1 . 

iThere is another exJmple I would like to mention, and .that 
con9~r~s our supp<;>rt .. ~().rl ~ami,ly' p.lanl:)il1g.progr~lTI$t,ohelp. ,. 
stabll1Ze populatlons., "tp; h~lp .r:ever1?e ..9r ;..("tmellor.ate,tbe .., . :,'.', .;.i~ 
env~ron~ental cte9r~.dat::tpr:; ~nq:.~() i:)elp'red~ce' abor,tions ..in. the: ",,:",. 
dev~loplng wor14 .. , ' .' ,'\ :-.' ....: . .... ,,'. . .. . ""., -, ., .. 

" .. ,., .. " ; (,' .. , ;.. .." 

At the momerit, '~6ug~ly 100'~illion women cannot get or are 

( not !USing family Plannj.Jl~ s!'rV~I':sp~saus;e ,they' a""poor i: ' .~ 
 ',".' 

:)./ 
~ I 
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uned~cated or don't: navel·acce:~sto care~' \ ,~:: ' 

Some 20 million-women'~ill seek unsafeabortions~ SOm~ willr 
die, Isome will'be disabl~d for-life, some will go through with 
unintended pregnancies, kome will find their lives, their , 

j ,. !. ' , •
opportunltles therefore curtal1ed. , If the Unlted States does not 
want Iwomen here and 'else';"'here to, have abortions ,then the :United",: 
stat+s should do more t61support family planning programs,' , 
particularly in overpopulated developing nations. 

I ' " 1 ' . 

. ~ have yisited hospi~als where I have seen ~alf ~f the women 
admltted belng there as a result of the consequence~ of 
selfrinducedabortions. 'I Mostrecent'lyT visited a ,hospital "in _0' c"" 

Salvador, BraziL' ,I sawf.clas'sroomsthroU:ghdut'that"n'Ospital. ;-:'" 

dispiaying charts and di~grams of information about reproduction 

and family planning/:,:t '*l'so ',met' ,withth'e; 'Mi1nister: of Hea·l th/'who:;: 

told Ime about' what ,a ..difference ;i t was beg inning to .make that· ' 

USAIID was supporting family 'planning' information and services'. ,,' "" ., 

And he said something·th~t~I have 'long' remembered. ':He sald,,"The': : 

rich iwomen and 't~7'I:m,i:~dl'r';"~~a~~', w~m~n~her'e ~iri ~'Bra:ziYh'ave always 

had access to !.,faml1y'pla~nl.ng.·J."·Tt ·).S only the poor women who 

havelnot." And so even there, ina predominantly Catholic 

country, there is growingrecognition, that,' family'planning':saves: " .;. 

live~, and that Ame~icanlaid to such effort~ is in ~ur'interests 

as well as those who neecl help.


I' {; ,,'...,.' ,', ;:, ;"·5, v ":1::·1.: ~,;,:; .. " ; ','., ,:.> ~ '.: 

t-Jow I'm not ,'suggestih'g that through microcredit or family 
planning programs., or thtough any of the other social investments 
that I I believe make~',,~a1;aifference!,:" U\(~nfo;r;e'ign "aid" is;'a'),:>i:ln'acea'::::' ',ie",l' 
for women, or fori,deve:lopirig::countrfe:s:.'l, Nor iam 1':1 ·'st'arry.~.eyed ;-,r:- ,::.6,;::;',~,Ti 
enough to beli'e,ve,",that,-;:e,';'ery}:j:ust''tcau:se,':;t,n \the!w6rl!d,;wh'eth'er::tor:?::: ' 
not, it is related:;to ~w6rrtEk'ri, ;1s ours,' t'i:);':'e'mbr::a·ce~c':-::':(;i":C.i ;~, T::"' tc ::;c:1'tonOi. h:: 

I ,,,.,:!,~,; :;;', ':,:;1:, ":':~ j,:';: ~','.i",' :::':: !!C'.;U":,f: ,::.i.'(.l i.'i.,: ;)f;, ';".'q'.". :-, ; " 

But I do belreVe'tha,t as '.;l-ong ;;:rs, ;discrilfiiriat:tonrand\.(~ ::':":')i;; ':.', 
ineqiliities per'sist>p ahdlJreso',commonplace :aroundthewor:ld; ...... ~'so; [:";,_,, ii', 

long Ias women' ~re'va!ltiedt:tess t:fed- ':less,-::f'~d:":la:stroverwdrked/ ::~~::i·. d;'"»~':c<:.'" ': 
underpaid I not'schooled"alid'subjected t(i'Violelicein'alid out of-,"".::'}:: ',.:, " ,
I' I • . ,

their homes -- the potentl.al of all of us to create a stable, . 
peac~ful, and ultimatelylprosperous world will be far from· 
realized. Arid that in turn affects stability, peace and growing 
prosperity that is in out national interest. 

I ! . . 
~f we care, as we do~ about opening foreign markets for 

American goods and servi8es ... if we care about making our country 
secute in the face of neW post-Cold War threats ... if we care 
about enlarging the' world/s:community of· democracies, then I 
beli~ve we have '·t'o ;:addre~'s "the 'conditions andicircumstances· of,: : ! ....; '. ,.:,:, 

! ". .', !. ' . - .

the world's women, who aft'er'·all comprise' more "than :half ,of the"" ',' 
popuiation, but are ~70% :d>f the' !poor' ~a~nd: twd..,ith'lrds 'of ,those' who "':: 
are fiot taughttoread.ar\d"write;.: '..: 

I . ; 
So many of the :everyclay:iri'dignities;and; i-tragedies,thatwome'n ,:~ ,: i 

I 
5 

I 


I 


http:potentl.al


I 


arourd the world face,~~seeing,a child ,dieof,.alnutrit~on,. , 
, i, 

• 

watching a son go off to school, but not,a daughter, being forced 

intol' prostitution or indlel1t:ured serv~tu~,e~' being barred, from the 
bank or the ballot box ~- are reverslble lf enough women have 
enough education'an~ en4ugh authority over their own, li~es. " " 

Women remaih th'~'~r~inary' c'~retakers ~'{the'~~~ld ,'s 'children' 
and ~lderly, and famili~s throughout the wo~ld rely on ~omen for 
emotjional support and in1creasingly for outside income.' In a time 
wheri the pressures of ,cdnsumption and technology place greater 
burd:ens on family life iln virtually every, country on, th~ planet" '" ,', 
women will be relied on leven more to sustain and protect the 
familly unit. And: inve:st!fng),nthose. women will ensure that' they" 
have at least an~v~n ~~anceofbeing able ,to do that., 

, '>':""";:1":,<.-,--1)::,,, ;:: ,c, i <,l'ti:,: 'i-- .-", :,'" "",:":, :" .•,} ',',' ,I:::' "_""'_'~""'"''''''
,The slngle most1mportant nvestm'ent any developlng natlon, 

'" ""can 	make today is .. in thel,education of, g:irls and wome,n '" What we, .,' 

j~:t~d!S~~~~~ i~i.' !6~~iil~~Yi~~~~~d~~~nt~~t i~h~~aitef~C~~!'o~o!~tl~~ 

effeict on women' s I healt1h" nutr i tion, wages,t, and level ,of ', .. 

• : • • 4 • I -'." '. ~ ,-! ~, • -'~ ~ ~ '~ , ':;

POl1.,tlcal part1.Clpatl0n., .' , :.. ,,' ~ , .. -," : ,-,'",, ":" r:; '".' ~; : .. ,,:' ~' '," ,j i: :,',: ,; '.: ."', .:.-', 'c ~ ':, 	 ;' 

Deprity Treasury Sec»etary Lawrence Summers,· who has st~died. 
. I. 	 •

for a number of years and wrltten about the economlCS of women 
and development, argues !that, "investment in the education of 

.: > 
',J: ,_, .' 

( 
girls may well be the::h~ghes.t,'re,turn,\:investment>,avai.1a:bleJn th~ : ,:',J:" 

•
, dev~	loping wor 1~;~ 71~: rj ::',':~;::. ! 1"~;~ r: ':;>:':' :..~ ;:~: ,; ;:~ '~: ';~j ::'~~.:~"~ ~:~ '~ '~'~~~ c~';~:::,~ "\; ~ . " ,;';':.'! .";. '::!;" ~'.;;' :-:~: ' 

Today, more ,than 60Q. :mil,}ioJ), ,:women ;worldwide 'qr-e ,denied ,.the,::,':,,~,:-I 	 '.~'·I'-.'" ., •••••,~.;.'---: t,,~ .. ~.. -,,~.,! '~";"~<_ '. ".',.:.;., ."'""' :,': _"'~:.::" ,_,_' 1, •.:.,.,',~,-,"\:, ... ' .. ', :' ,':"':'':'' ',' 

opportunity for..;,.equqa:t:1qn. ,>,L 1!,aye'ise~n s.om~,·9;f:t,h~", rea'sons"and, ;:",.; ~'" I 	 '.. '....., - .., , • ' " ,.' .. '.. """,'" , , • .- ' ,-, , , '" .., ..' .., " " " " , , ' , " .. .- '..,,; , • 
talkied with peopl~. a~qut;",Why: :wqmen, ,fa).l:, in~() ,that ;ca't~g9ry,~,-;, It!.s':::.:,'· .:'~~,

I 	 -" '"~ -~ •.. -.__ . '-'iI'-'" •. ~.- '-,- --,'".~,- •• '~. '_'T__ ""'.,,__",•• _ ...... ). "t"" ."....,,~ ', ... 

so qlear that f:~ri.,1pa~!lYL,,~cq9Jll,~S·'0,P~r:q.~,ng~)~,gir).f"l,,}q:\,S;SJ:1ppJ ';Et~i~~:,''-;:i;': ~:.:::; ',:.:~,', 
m<:k~s no econom;LSi:,Serlf5eJ~·l:rlc;~;t_he'.9P::l; ,wl~,li"be,/ sentr <:.YfCiY ~tp:l :l:lye':::)i)L.~' ... ;' 
w1.tli someone els~/s;faml1)Yi." S~nd;l:l1g,them,to: sChooJ:ln :the."face -,,_.-,., 
of the daily str;u9,gi,e~:,t9 'sll,r'.yj,:Y~7.,pt?l1t.irl(i"crqp's,: an~~~;~:a~i:ye~t~flg. '''''. :~. ,~. 

them, and fetchi.ng, w~tel:j, and (ioing qll;. o-f th~ other ,o.omestic, ' _... 
'0< " ., , ..' "" -" ".,', " ' '" 	 ..I·.. , 	 Ii

chores, makes no sense. I Sending a daughte'r't6 a doctor' when :. 
mon~y is scarce, or feeding her when she is hungry but the boys 
hav~ not yet eaten,mak~s no sense in the cultures and the 

I. f f 1'1'reasonlng 0 so many aml 1.es. 

, 'But where we see exJeptions to that kind of thinking, we see 
positive results. Take Ithe very poor state of Kerala, in India. 
Now'I' Kerala has the hig~est literacy rate and life expectancy, as 
weI] as the lowest .infa~t mortality rate, in India. "Why?" many 
people have ask;~,d •.·,;rh~ j'qns\Ver, se~ms. ,'to, ),~e ii)their tradition of
• I • • " " -'". ~ . '"', ! T '. ~ ,. '. ... '"," ,,' I '. - - , ~ ..... • '". ,' .. , '_' _ ...."" ".'"."

1.nVestlng 1.n heaJ,th" c,ar,e"andeqUCi3t1on., ,al1ci.1ncl~qlng, g1.r~Sln,..:-, ::• 	 ' , , .. f .. , _ ...., .." " ..... .... " " .. '," :.,. 

;~~Ja~~~~sI~e~~~~\i~~'~~~,~~ga!?i~hii:~eg~:ti'~: :6~hritf~:~ta~:Of~i 'f;O~:'~':~;':"'" " 
one Ianother as Jordan,' d~ pa~is,tan, or Nei:>al. " , . 

'In 	Bangladesh,. {sa~.th~ str~ggi iijg '~ff'Q~t$qf. ~'pqJhi;~,to. . 
~/ 6.,' 
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deali with the problem,ofj girls not- attending school. ., I,'visi.ted a", 
sch90l run by the Bangl~desh Rural Advancement Committee, a ~ " 
non1governmental organi~ation, that believes education is a, pre~" 
condition for economic developmenti 'They also believe that 
edudating girls is essen1tial. Because of that, some of the BRAC 
schdols have been burned, because',extremistgroups disagreed:with 
edudating girls and eve~with education itself. The schools keep 
beirlg built. 

/AlSO in Bangladesh, I have seen the government working to 
pr0"1ide incentives for f1al}'li 1ies, in two, ways: The food for, , 
education program, wherd very poor families are enticed to send 
thej,jr children," -includiMg their daughters, to' school' in'return 
for ,food allotments,'giMI~noutever~,week.'And then, as further 
encouragement to give girls the chance to go onto secondary 
schdol, the government~s actually"pa9ing'families, by, depositing" 
a sn\all amount of money ,jin.abankaccount; s,o long"as the girlsc, :' 

att~nd school." '" " '0" ' " ",' ,""', 

j In Sri Lanka, wom'e'n:k~ve' 'h~d" th'e:,right",'~~: vote' for'-,the":' " ,,: c~:; (:', 

bettier part of"this, ceD~ury. ,Not-..:surprJsingly"~they,,,also,' ,.. '~:' I,,' '. 

demcinded and received,',more, education. "',,So again, Sri Lanka, in 
com~arison, has thereg~on's best health care system and lower 
mat~rnal mortality rate~ than many wealthier nations. 

I outside Lahore;'" pa~i-st<?n, ·..iI); a: very:, ,small. village,. I met,; u ,;. 
witij ten womenw~90tal~~d to me,ab?ut ~ow they view their 
children's' futures. We were slttlng ln a dusty courtyard of a 
school that had been,bu~lt,.:forc_girls to,receive";primary'lc:,);:,, ~; i'~>":':;''U" 

edud:ation. one:imotherc;,6fl10 ch,ildren, ;,: 5: bpysiand': 5. g:irls'i','nsaidn,l:':-'-"!.:i 3, 
that she had sent:;:heriidciugh,ters< to:; ,this,;schoo:l:;. bub'-now that her;·j,::-.,"/(: ,,<L::,\ 
daughters had graduatedi'l':-' ther~;:-'\jas,',: nowhepe' :for: ·the"m::toi:.go; ~, i There:·:':, i:, ,;;:,~' 
wer~ no secondary~~choo~s, nearby, and the family would not send 
theldaughters, unlike tqe sons, to attend schoo~ somewh7re else. , 
That woman asked me j:and,the, other";}Jlothers echoed he.r ~ '-,If,T would ,'" ',,) 

I t th ' 't f P k' t ' th" .,' t ,t' , 'h ' ' pass on 0 egovernm~'1 :,0 ,; ,a,ls an elr:;,,1.n, eres ,:, In,; av:rng(,a.~";:,,,,, 

sec6ndary school for gil:Fls, built, in their village'.' 

IMany of the probleml that stand in the way of educating 
girls are ones that wilt take both government action and the 
con~erted support of noM-governmental organizations. 

! But we can begin to see the results. Chile has made 
enormous strides thanks to education reform and a return to 
dem6cracy. I visited a ,poor area ,Of sa,ntiago where the sc~ools 
arelopen on weekends to accommodate parents'work and provlde 
babysitting. I also sa",! ,other exampl~$' of efforts to:,involve ,',,; 
partnts in their,,,chi+9r~nr's~;'7d'fc~t~oni,,and to persuade, fathers ' 
to accept parentlng responslbliltles'~·,, I ' "', I " " 

I The united States. recogl)izes the truth. of what ;we,_ ar,e ,-now_,;.. _, 
learning about investing::in,::girls; education~ ,'. And: in!.'Copenhagenl" ' .. :, ' 

I 
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last year, I wasPleas~J to announ~e a' new'$iOO ~i1Iio~~SAID~ . 
init1iative for girls', an1d women's' education in the, dev'eloping 
worltl. The first distr~btition ha~ been m~de.to India~ This 
Amer~can aid can make a huge difference. . Arid c~itaihly those of 
us wpo believe that inv~sting in p~ople, particularly their 
education, is good for tll).e Uni ted states .should be supporting 
suchl programs. I . 

ISadlY, though, there are some in our country today who 
quesltion the value of oJr political, economic, military and 
soc~al engagements abro~d. They believe that our commitments to 
other nations, and even Ito multilateral arrangements including . 

. the ~n~t~d Nat!o~s!'~~~ u~d~rmin!ng b~~:ri~tional sovereignty and' 
sacrIfIcIng AmerIcan; Interests. . 

I
I believe that America's global engagement is essential to 

strengthening our free ~arket interests and spreading our 
demdcratic ideals, as w~ll as providing for our security. By 
con~rast, it is isolatldnism and its corollary, misguided 
uni~ateralism, that pos~ a great threat to our position in the. 
world, as well as to th~ hopes and dreams of hundreds of millions 
of Jomen, children and ~en. 

/we are at a turning/point, as many of you in this audience 
know far better then I, jwhere we, as a nation, have to decide 
whether we will remain engaged and then how we will act upon that 
eng~gement. I . 

lover time, we have learned that our ideals and interests 

cannot be divorced from the political, economic and social 

cro~s-currents swirling around us. And I hope we have also 

lea~ned that engagement represents opportunities as well as 

obligations. 


IFor these reasons, it is troubling to see our bipartisan 
tradition of engagement;and multi-Iateralism threatened today. It 
is troubling to see negative stereotypes fostered purely for 
nartow political purposJs, whether it is the distorted idea that 
thelu.s. military would!be under united Nations command, or the 
public ridiculing of the U.N. Secretary General's name . 

. I This brand of demaglguery is a poor sUbstitute for a 

for~ard-Iooking and fordeful foreign policy . 


. i Social development,lthe investment in people and their 
potential, is foreign p0licy, not social work. It is a realistic 
andlmoral way for the u~ited states to help expand the global 
economy, nurture young democracies, and improve our own chances 
for peace and prosperity. 

• So as we reconsiderltoday, and as we look forward into the 
j 

future about what kind of leadership our nation intends to 
. I . 
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pro~ide to the rest of the world, I hope we will consider as a 
ver~ practical part of ~hat engagement social irivestments in 
women that will create d dynamic a new source of energy for a 
groJing global economy ~nd civil society. 

i 
I believe this development policy must become a central 

priority of our own for~ign policy, and also it must be 
und~rstood as apart of Iwhat ~e need to do here at home. By 
following through on such an lnvestment approach we have the 
cha~ce to bring us clos~r to a world in which distinctions 
bet~een men and women a~e viewed ultimately as complementary 
parts to a greater whole. And we ... really converge to reconsider 
what is in our best intJrestsboth here at home and abroad. 
Thaik you very much. I 

i ### 
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