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"', I I am so happy to cpngratulate FINCA International on a 
dec1ade of helping our w,prld's less advantaged men and women help 
themselves. I only wish I could speak to you in person.

I 

" I The basis for any long-term solution to poverty rests in a· 
community's ability to help those living in poverty raise their 

"'., owri incomes. Most of us realize that the poor are capable and 
.. ha.:r:!dworking. What the~la,ck if3 not. initiative, but opportunity. 
", , FINCA has taken this idea to heart. Through2~500 'local banks 

. I 	 . .1 .. · .. '.. . .. . .. 

'he~e and arout;d the. wor;ld, FINCA. has provided the, disadvantaged 
. with opportunl.ty -.- .the opportunl.ty to bO,rrow small amounts of 

'" 	 mortey, to start small Businesses, to prove that they are .. . 
cr~ditworthy, and most limportant, to improve their own. lives and 
the lives of their families and communities. 

• I The mOdest'1~az;~·Jou:9iV~h~ve.Y~~.lded·;~fukiing~re~~~'ts;·.I ,I '". 

','. 	 saw those results' fl.rst.hand on my·vl.sl.t to the FINCAV11lage ' 
Ba~k, "Mothers United" lin Managua, Nicaragua, The women I met. 
there, .told me how modest loans of $50 to $300 had changed thei'r 

. Iiyes. One woma,n·t;alk~da~out a ~akery business.she .hadstarted; 
, another made mosqUl.to. ~ettl.ngi st;tll another told me how' her loan... · 
, enabled her. to. makE;:! a: living' as a 13eamstress " " .. 

:( 
.'.' I The hard-w8rk~:~~f lbmeri w~reprbud:-t'h~e':thelr\a~rrilngs had 
'made them even more pr9ductive, mernbersof t,heir c9mml.:1n,ity, They 

haa become a net.work,.:of,·,:support:fpr~>:onean6tl1er~~to·d};givin:g ..... '. ,. 
'. th~ir chosen n~m~.~.:"~Ofher~uni~e.4"~ (~pecialmeartlng::.·:·. , ..' . ,.,' 

I I knowhow hard many of you have worked over the past ten 
yeF:;s to b:;ing village! baz;kingto. rno.:re tl1~n:60,ooO familie.s. i..n 
Afrl.ca, ASl.a and the·Amerl.cas.- I ampartl.cularly pleased to'know 
that FINCA is taking its methodology to the former Soviet Union 

." and to our own country!. I wish you only the best as you continue 
'.' to~ bring hope, opportunity and economic vitality to the forgotten 
'."'. neighborhoods of the wbrld. 
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http:mosqUl.to
http:opportunl.ty
http:opportunl.ty


·. I.. . o/r;j;(p 
Foundati?D for·Interna~onal Community Assistance (FINCA) Gala g-h f F .'\ 

! A In '. al '11 b 11' b .., th· 'th Gal 'd ':y,FINe. ternation WI e ce e rating Its ten anmversary WI a a an 
Fundraising Auction onMarcl:i. 21~ 1996, at the National Museum ofWomen in the 
Art~. The 6:30-9:30 pm event ~ill begin with a silent auction, rollowed by a short 
proh"am beginning with your/video . .To Noble, a member of their Advisory Board < 

and Ithe event's Master of Ceremonies, will introduce your video at approximately 
8:30 pm, FlNCA founder Johnl Hatch will also be speaking. 

Thelevent will include a "FIN~ Marketplace," in which some ofthe local "self­
employment associations" will display their products and offer information about 
their services. Some of the ~eater-DC "self-employmentassociationstf include'the 
Notfth Capitol Entrepreneurs, JProviders United for Families Business Associates 
(PlWf), and Future Empowermg Women Peer Lending Association (FEW PLA). ' 
Cra;tts such as weavings and paintings from Guatemala, and baskets from Honduras 
will be on display. An audiepce of approximately 300 Board of Directors, Advisory 

, l3<xh-d Members, and people involved in the microenterprise field are expected. 

JCA is a non-profit organJation funded by the Agency for International 
Derelopnient, foundations, cdrporations, service clubs (churches and rotary), and 
priyate individuals. In the pitst ten years, FINCA's 2,500 village banks have brought 
'Vi,Qage banking to more thanl60~OOO famiJies in Africa, Asia, and the Americas, The 
village bankers at Ma1res Un~doS Bank (Mothers United), one of FlNeA's branches 
in ;Nicaragua, were moved by your visit there because they felt forgotten by their 
own government. After your visit, the village bank voted to change its name to 
MCxlres Unidas COl Hillary (M~thers United with Hillary). 

Jeral members ofCongresl are serving on The Gala Honorary Co~ttee, 

ineluding Patricia Schroeder'i Constance Morella, Eleanor Holmes Norton, Paul 

Safbanes, and John Conyers. .. 


sJretary Ron Brown's Sp~ to Ghanian Women Fntrepreneurs 
I . J 

on Tuesday; Febmary 20, 1~, Secretary Ron Brown will be in Accra, Ghana, one of 
fi~e countries he will visit during his Commercial Development Mission in Africa. . 
nie afternoon of the 20th, sJcretary Brown will be speaking to a grQuP of Ghanian . 
"':16men entrepreneurs. , The:~etary requested that you addr~ss the gro~p with a 
VIdeo message to speak to tlie Important role that women play m developmg 
cduntries. The focus ofhis /speech will ~ouch upon three important themes: 1) the 
~1ebration of African History Month in the United States and the opportunity this 
allows to highlight the cultu1ral and historical contributions of Americans ofAfrican 
descent; 2) the important Jibkage betWeen Ghanians and African Americans in the 
United States with an eniphksis on the shared values of family, children and a string 
~ltural identity; and 3) the /crucial role of Ghanian women in the economic and 
sbcial development of Ghana. .
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