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" er the President regularly know is che of his prin...-
,ﬁxerm. But it's really a concern that goes back tc AR
“know Ron -- I don't think anybody else ever covers+i -~ - sident when he was g
“nOvernor -- knows it's been something that I've keen :
f}even back then, with Dick Riley, wh%n he was a govazy:r ..o 1 South Carolina.

{?Mi ke Smith, from the Department; Mﬂke Cohen from
3because sometimes those of you who cover the White
- chance to really talk with the people who are helpin~ -t only make the

_the point of it all is.
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MRS. CLINTON: Thank you all very much. Some oI -~ --I guess none of you,

.maybe -- were at the last of these briefings that w¢ ' - microcredit about, I
\ ' guess a little over a month ago. And I found it =~ =lr*ul, and the reporters
‘ngho were part of it also told me then and later =h+ - .- :>und it helpful,

sitoo. So it's something that we want: to continue ¢o:. . .sues that are of

ﬂhimportance, and ones in which I'm iﬂvolved in some wiy ov znother. ’

And today we're going to talk about educaticr. ol those of you who cov
rrng for this second

: ags governor. And I

4 in and worked on

' .

And what I'd hoped we'd do is tlo have a chancs - ©al: with you. We've got
SR = House staff --

nerally don't get a

~.policy, but answer the questions about it. Becauss ' i< i: going to be a major
“.effort and it's a very challenging one to try to £2:. ~ . an the President's
_call for action for American education. And there cuwnber of issues, and
“we can talk about any of those. And as I'm sure M=, -0 ~~.d you, we can talk
“about other things as well. But I Hopé that we wi.? = ~-l= to talk to a great
- extent about any questions or concerns you've got ¥ =7 the President's
‘lproposing, how people are responding to it, what i1t . .. =ill it work, what

And I wanted to start by saying that we ses = .. sducation agenda as

- a continuum of actions and concerns that the Pres: - . - -licy is attempting to
‘address. It really starts with the wery beginning .- . = 'd's life, which is
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why you've heard the President -- and those. of you might have covered me --
talking a lot in the last several months about the first three years o £ life
and the importance of prepariﬁg'a child to be able to compece academically.

. | ) . ,

And we're goxng to be hav1ng d conference on early childhood development
and learning to look at what the new research on the brain cells us about our
youngest children in about a month jor so from now -- the date will be announced,
I hope, on Wednesday, so we can getl it locked down. But it's going to be a look
at what the latest neuroscientific |research has really opernsd up to us a s a
better understanding of what happens to a brain in those first days, weeks,
months of life -- and then what does that mean for parents. '

You know, some people are already concerned’ that they haven't ‘done encugh
to raise their children's serotonin level or to create a lctc of synapses in the
brain. And this is not  supposed to be a discussion about rasearch that makes
parents feel inadequate but, 1nste§d to make it clear that good parenting '
without knowing about serotonin levels has always done what works.. If you read
to your child, if you talk with you& child, if you.- - now-we know -- play music
for your child, you are d01ng what is necessary to feed that child's brain,

It used to be, . . , , R
perhaps, a little softer. - And for those of us who have talked about early
childhood for more than 25 years, I sometimes felt that I didn't get maybe a lot
of people's awareness raised as hlgh as I would like, because the people who
worr y about these issues are very Bften the ones that don't need to worry about
them. And for many other people whEm we would like to help with their
parenting, this information never gets. to them. ,So talking about the brain, we
think, giv es us a tremendous opportunity to reach people wholChave not been
reached before and to, perhaps, put| into scientific ferms wiat most of us have
tried to do just because we thought‘lt would be & nice thlng to do and might
help our children . . .] - [

. B ) s . . .

Then we're going to talk about‘what;all sectors of soclisty can do to
enhance early development and support families. ,It won't bz any surprise to you
that I think it takes a village. ,A%d'I think that when we calk about what we

should do to help parents -- particplarly young parents, single parents, parents

in stressful situations -- to get the support, the example‘zhat they may need to
find the time to read 20 minutes to their chlld that there's a role for a lot
of people to play in puttlng 1nto effect thls new research which is very
exciting. l

But that s how we really'thinkiof where we begin with zhe call for action,
because if we do a better job in helping parents:talk with, relate t o,
stimulate their children p051t1velyl then everything else that we're going to be
doing will have a much better chanke of succeedlng. We're :oing to be focusing.

on the pre-school years. We're g01ng to: be’trylng to determine how we can do a

better job of reachlng Chlld care prov1ders, Head Start programs, others who
care for children with this’ 1nformatlon as well; and to try to help them, too,
understand what their opportunities are when they do' care f£~uv.children. :

. And then we see all the way through this ‘call to actior what happens onc¢e a
child enters school, how to keep the partnership with the fumily going, and then
what does a school have to do and how do we begin to.define what it is that we
expect from our éducation system. g '
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If -you have followed educatiorn -- I know there are some in here today who
are very involved in reporting on education -- you know that there has been a
movement for a number of years to try to set rlgorous national standards,
which is what the President  has caﬂled for. And you'll hear in a minute that
that has been proceeding, that practically all,tpe states are in the process of

setting standards. And that is exaétly‘what th e“President Toresees.

@

But in order to help bring soﬂe focus to the setting of national standards,

.the President has called for national tests in 4th grade reading and 8th grade
- math, to make sure our children are able to master th e basics. And this is

what he has been talking about in legislatures, 1like Maryland and Michigan, and
it really fits in with America Reads, it fits in, w1th the technology initiative,
it fits in with teacher training -- all of" whlch are p art of this overall call

‘for action.

v . | A
I'd like to ask the Secretary Fo speak because, as I szid, I guess I first

worked with then-Governor Riley, ‘I don't remember, 15 years zgo, a long time
ago, when we were all working on educatio n reform in our srvates, the southern
states partlcularly where the need %as 80 demonstrably great. . And nobody has
been at this 1onger, worked harder 'at or - has actually more ro show than this
Secretary in terms of what has been done. for the last four years.

 SECRETARY RILEY: Thank you very much. And’I appreciate the chénce to be :
with you and Dr. Marshall Smith; my acting deputy, Mike Smith, is here also.

‘When I think back to 1983, wheF The Nation At Risk f ivst came out, I was
in the middle of school reform in South‘Carolina' The Educeticon Improvement Act
we called it, which was very controver51al and it was said kv the Rand

Corporation to be the most compreheP81ve of any of the statea -

it was in here, it was big. It invplved a lot of controversial things like

taxes or whatever. Our state was a very low support system Ior education. And
we were in the middle of this important fight and I was going all out with it.

T he people were for it; the legislature wasn't. And the petple and I were

trying to get the legislature to support this major educaticn reform.
. . : . ! . B .

- :
And about that time The Nation| At Risk came out. Ted Ez1l was here, as you
recall. A nd I can't tell you how much it helped in South Czrolina to have a
national thrust of something that was important to the naticn. It just caught
on with our state reform. It gave us a tremendous impetus fc: ward and it was
right exciting to see that happen.

Then as we followed a lot of reform then in the '80s, & lot- of governors

were very much involved in a lot of| ways ---a lot of them started out of the
south.  And then in, of course, '8%, when-we had all the go -sernors come
together -- Bill Clinton was one of| the leaders- w1th George "ush -- and came out

for the goals and the standards dLscu851ons, which were serizus. So we come on
in to where we are then with Goals 2000 in 1994 and School-t>-Wo rk and a lot of
the things that have happened.

When I first came here and the| Department of Education was considered to be
on the "hit list" -- somebody said the other day now we've cstten on the "hot
list." So we've gone from the
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"hit list" to the "hot list." But. when we were looking at things in 1994, we
were so excited to see the framework being made for national support of the
states in terms of developlngva national standards movement chat was really
meaning ful. And now we see 48 states now that have content standards -- some
are stronger than others, but see ghat kind of energy occurring. Getting
standards down into the classroom ﬂs very difficult, and tha:i's the process that
is taking pl ace now . ‘

And then the testing that the |President has proposed reilly puts a focus on
it that we think 1s going to be extremely important. I've bzen all over the
country, talked to parents and educators and whatever -- leaders -- and it is to
me seen as a very important focus for us to -- in those two basic skills, 4th
grade reading and 8th grade math, ﬁith algebra and some geomstry. ‘

I was just up in New York thi% morning, and to show you how that's moving ,
this was a look at Central Park East Secondary School, a lit:tle small high
school that has a well-known reputation. But we‘re»lboking zt the o
school-to-work kind of approach, preparing'young pecple for careers and college
-- all young p eople, to have them |thinking college. This school, a very
disadvantaged generally student body, and 97.5 percent of the students finish
high school and they would be entlgled to a HOPE Scholarship under the’
President's proposal anety

percent go to college. Not too maqy years ago it was under 50 percent in that
area. ‘ ’

So what we're doing is taking |that school and four othevs in four other
urban areas and showing what works |and how it works well. Arc we've gott en some

‘of the top educators in the country involved in that process -- we announced it

this morning in New York -- really |getting standards out thers where they're
meaningful to all students and all {familieg and all parents. And it's no t just

"something that we talk about in educational circles, to get -he engaging work

down in the classrooms where young jpeople are learning in denth and what

Now, if you look at what we then need in this country t: do the job in

education that the American people lare absolutely into -- an:i I think all of you
that have polls in your papers or networks or whatever know ~hat -- is
leadership. That's what we need. |We need to reach parents. We need to reac h
students and teachers and others -- leaders, community leaders ‘in this movement

for high standards. And the things |are in place. The states are getting the
standards in there on down to the %lassroom.‘ So leadership I think is what we
leaderéhip, and I am very honored to be a part of this team. '

I would close my llttle remark by saying Richard Elmore -- who many of you-
perhaps know as a education ' :
research person at Harvard, very well respected and written = rumber of books --
and he said the other day of a goalls panel meeting that he traveled all around

the country, been in a lot of major urban areas and in every urban area -- m
ajor urban area in this country, he said, you.can find three of the very best
schools in the world, and you can flnd three of the very wor:z. Now, that says

to me that there is a best way of doing it, like Central Par: East, and you can
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develop that kind of motivation, thgt kind of a spirit of ths belief in
education. ' That can be done and wel're going to show it. And it's really from
here on out, I think, it’'s very important just to stimulate rarents and

gragdpafents a nd others to believe
and that's a big part of what we're
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in their children and believe in education
doing. ’ ’




