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" MRS. CLINTON: Thank you all verjY much. Some'.. I guess none of you, 

.. maybe - - were at the last of these briefings tha::,·::- rnicrocredit about, I 

",guess a little over a month ago. Arid I found it ';c: ::~ll, and the reporters 
,: ..,who were part of it also told me th~n and later :1;' Jund it helpful, 
'::too. So it's something that we want! to continue c>:' ,,isues that are of,c, 

:,importance, and ones in which I'm irivolved in some '/:,:',, C,- ::nother. 
, I 

.And today we're going to talk about educatic~ .. ::ose of you who cov 
er the President regularly know is dhe of his pri : -ens for this second 

:',:term. But it's really a concern th~t goes back :c : ,:',ie' as governor. And I 
know Ron - - I don't think anybody elise ever coverr:--l ~ ',C, ident when he was g'" 

overnor - knows it's been somethin~ that I've l::eE:~l '-_'':':'1 in and worked on 
"even back then, with Dick Riley, whein he was a gov,::,' . ::;outh Carol ina. 

I 
I 

.And what I'd hoped we'd do is tb have a chanc~ "!': with you. We've got 
:"Mi ke Smith, from the Department; Milke Cohen from ,::' l' House staff - ­

because sometimes those of you who clover the White ;-: r:erally don't get a 

" chance to really talk with the peopl1e who are ,he "-,:C ;'::: only make the 

'policy, but answer the questions abo1ut it. Becauf',,' , going to be a major 

, "effort and it's a very challenging dne to try to £""" ," :m the President's 


call for action for American educatibn. .And there ,', ::::',lber of issues, and 
, I 

'we can talk about any of those. And as I'm sure r::-;~ ., 'j you, we can talk 


:. about other things as well. But I Hope that we 'N}.' '~ to talk to a great 
.' I , extent about any quest~ons or concerns you've go: ,,' :~~ the President's

l
" proposing, how people are responding to it, what :.: ~ill it work, what 

,the po~nt of it all is. 


.And I wanted to 
l

start by saying, that we see :' education agenda as 
a cont inuum of act ions and concerns Ithat the Pres ~icy is attempting to 

"address. It really starts with the ;very beginni;j~ ~j's life, which is 

" , 

'<': . 
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why you've heard the President -­ and those, of you might he're covered me :-­
Italking a lot in the last several months about the first ti,L'ee years 0 f life
I ' ' 

and the importance of preparing a Shild to be able tb compe~e academically~ 
I 

And we're going to be having a! conference on early ch: ldhood development 
and learning to look at what the nJw research on the brain tells us about our 
youngest children in about a month ior so from now -- the date will be announced, 
I hope, on Wednesday, so we can get' it locked down . But it:' s going to be a look 
at what the latest neuroscientific iresearch has really opened up to us a s a 
better understanding of, what happens to a brain' in those fj,,'st days; weeks, 
months of life - - and then what doels that mean for parents. ' 

',I " 
You know , some people are alre'ady concerned: that they haven't 'done enough 

, . I· , 

to raise their children's serotonin level or to ,create a let of synapses in the 
brain. And this 'is not, supposed to' be a discussion about research that makes 
parents feel inadequate but, inste~d,to make it clear that good parenting , 
without knowing about serotonin leJels has alway~ done what: evorks. If, you read 
to your child, if you talk with you!r child, if you, -:- - ,nOW,I.·Je know play music 
for your child, you are doing wl;1at is necessary \;:0 feed that: child.' s brain. 

It used to be, 
perhaps, a, little softer. And for Ithose of us who have talked about early 
childhood for more than 25 yea,rs, I sometimes felt that I c,idn' t get maybe a lot 
of people's awareness, raised as high as I would like, becal:se the people who 
worr y about these issues are very 'often the ones that don' i: need to worry about 
them. And for many other pe,ople wh10m we would like to heIr: 'dith their 
parenting, this information never g:ets, to them. I So talking about the brain, we 
think, gives us a tremendous opporltunity to reach people ,,:;100have not been 
reached before and to, perhaps ,put into scientific' terms V:;'3.t most of us have 
tr.ied to do just because we thought! it would be a nice thing to do and might 
help our children . '. I ' ' , 

Then we're going to talk abou~ what~lr sectors of soc: can do ,to 
enhance early development and support families. ,It won't to any surprise t9 you 
that I think it takes a vil ,A1nd I think that when we ,:::tlk about what we 

, ' I " 
should do to help parents particplarly young parents. si:-'91e parents, parents 
in stressful situations - to get the support, ~he example 'that they may need to 
find the time to read 20 minutes td their child, that there's a role for a lot 
of people to play in putting into e!ffect this' new research which is very 

, . ',I
exc1.t1.ng. j 

But that's how ,we reallythin~ of wh~re we begin with the call for action, 
because if we do a better job in he1lping parents ,: talk with, relate t 0, 
stimulate thei~ children pOsit ivelYl' then everything else ti;3.twe' re going to be 
doing will have a much better chanke of succeediJjg. We're ':,:oing to be focusing, 
on the pre school years" We" re goin1g, to' be' trying to determ ne how we can do a 
better job of reaching child care p!roviders, Head Start 1;'ams, others who 
care for children with this informa:tion~ 'as well; and to tr,' to help them, too,' 

ounderstand what their opportunit'iesj are when they do' care, f children. ''::, 

. , . "," '".' , .' 
And then we see all the way thorough this 1 to actio:':' what happens once a 

child enters scl:J.ool, ho~ to keep th:e partnership with 'the f:,:nily going, and then 

:~~~c~o~;o~ :~~O:~u::;:o~os~~t:~d rdo we begin to define "hat it is that we 

http:exc1.t1.ng
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If'You have followed education I know there are some in here today who 

are very involved in reporting on e'ducation ",,_: you know that there has been a 
movement for a number of 'years to dry to set rigorous national standards, 
which is what the President· has call1ed' for. And you ill heal' in a minute that 
that has been proceeding, that pradtically a11t~e states ,ar'e in the process of 
setting standards. And that is exadtly what th e President foresees.' " ' 

, . ,I 
But in order to help bring sorrle focus to the s~tting bf national s~andards, 

. the President has called for natioJal tests in 4th grade reading and 8th grade 
math, to make sure our children arel able to'master th e basics. And this is 
what he has been ta;Lking about in liegiSlatur~s,~ 'like Maryland and Michigan, and 
it really fits in with America Reads, it fits in. with the technology initiative, 
it fits in with teacher training -I allof'~hich: are p art of this overall call 
for action'. I' 

I 

I'd like to ask the Secretary Ito speak because, as I s<;:;,d, I guess I first 
worked with then-Governor Riley, 'I Idon't remembe;r, 15 years 5:g0, a long time 
ago, when we were all working on educatio n refo;rm in our sr',tes, the southern 
states particularly where the need iwas so d~monstrably great:. . And nobody has 
been at this longer, worked harder at or' has actpa11y more ,t::) show than this 
Secretary in terms of what has bel,ml done. for the' last four vears. 

, , \ ' 

SECRETARY RILEY: Thank you ve~y much. And I appreciate the chance to be 

with you and Dr. Marshall Smith; my] acting deputy, Mike Smith, is here also. 


When I think back to 1983, when The Nation At Risk f il:st came out, I was 
in the middle cif school reform in Sbtith Carolina.' The Educe:~ ion Improvement Act .. , . 

we called it, which was very contr0jversial and it was said t·/ the Rand 

Corporation to be the most comprehensive of any of the states 


I 

it was in here, it was big. It invplved q lot o~ controversial things like 
taxes or whatever. Our state was ai very low support system ::or education. And 
we were in the middle of this imporfant fight and I was goinq all out with it. 
T he people were for it; the .legislature wasn't. And the pf:~;ole and I were 
trying to get the legislature to subport this major educatic:'l- reform. ' 

, 'I ' 
I 

, And about that time The Nationl At Risk came out. Ted 1: 11 was here, as you 
recall. A nd I can't tell you how much it helped in South Cc:rolina to have a 
national thrust of something that wbs important to the natic1. It just caught 
on with our state reform. It gave uk a tremendous impetus fe'ward and it was 
right exciting to see that happen, I '. 

Then as we followed a lot of reform then in, the '80s, b lot of governors 
were very much involved in a lot Oil ways --, a l~t of them stsrted out of the 
south. And then in, of course, '89, when-we had,.all the go "lernOrs come 
together - - Bill Clinton was one ofl thele~derswith George ;,;ush - - and came out 
for the gpals and the standards dispussions" which were serj-;us. So we come on 
in to where we are then with Goals QOOO in 1994 and School tJ-WO rk and a lot of 
the things that have happened. 

When I first came here and the Department of Education '!as considered to be 
on the "hit list - somebody said'the other day, now we 've c:')t·ten on the "hotII 

, - ~ 


list." So we've gone from the 
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"hit list" to the "hot list." But,when we were looking at ttings in 1994, we 
were 'so excited to seethe framewo:r!k being made 'for national support :of the 
states in terms of developing a nadional standar'ds movement chat was really 
meaning ful. And now we see 48 st~tes now that have content standards -- some 
are stronger than others, but see ~hat kind of energy occun';.ng. Getting 
standards down into the classroom ~s very difficult, and thE:'~ I s the pro'cess that 
is taking pI ace, now. 

And then the testing that the President has proposed re~lly puts a focus on 
it that we think is going to be extremely important.' I've been allover the 
country, talked to parents and edudators and wha'tever - - leaders - and it is to 

, I ' 

me seen as a very important focus :Bor us to - - in those two ;Jasic skills, 4th 
grade reading and '8th grade math, Jith algebra 

' 

and some geo~etry. ' , 

I was 'just up in New York thiJ morning, and to show you how that's moving, 
this was a look at Central Park Ea~t Secondary School, a lit .. le small high 
school that has a well-known reput~tion. But we're l'ooking t: the , 
school-to-work kind of approach, pr!eparingyoung people 'careers and college 
- - all young people, to have them Ithinking college. This "chool, a very , 
disadvantaged generally student body, and 91.5 percent of the students finish ' 
high school and they would entir'led to a HOPE' Scholarship under the 
President's proposal. Ninety I 

Ipercent go to college. Not too ma~y years ago it was under ::;0 percent in that 
area. I 

So what we're doing is taking jthat school and four othe~:s in four other 
urban areas and showing what works and how it works'well. An:: we've gott en some 
of the top educators in the countrY'1 involved in :t,hat process , we announced it 
this morning in New York really getting standards out the:::e where they're 
meaningful to all students and all families and all parents. And it's no tjust 
something that we talk about in educational circles, to get~he engaging work 
down in the classrooms where young IpeoPle are learning in de>th and what 
matters. I 

Now, if you look at what we then need in this country t) do the job in 
education that the American peoPlelare absolutely into - - ar;:[ I think all of you 
that have polls in your papers or networks or whatever know :~hat - is 
leadership. That's what we need. Iwe need to reach parents. We need to reac h 
students and teaCh,ers and others - -I leaders, community leade::;'sin this movement 
for ,high standards. And the things are in place. The states are getting the 
standards in there on down, to the 11assroom. ' So leadership i think is what we 
leadership, and I am very honored ~o be a part o~ this team. ' 

I 
I would close my little remarkI by saying Richard Elmore -~ who many of you 

perhaps know as a education I 

research person at Harvard, very well respected and written number of books -­
and he said the other day a goa]s panel meeting that he taveled all around 
the country, been in a lot of major! urban areas and in every urban area -- m 
ajar urban area in this country, h~ said, you,can find three of the very best 

, I 

schools in the world, and you can :Bind three of ,the very wor;c . Now, that says
I 

to .me that there is a best ,-Jay of 90ing it, like Central Par: East, and you can 

! 
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develop that kind of 'motivation, th1at kind of a spirit of the belief in 
education .. ' That can pe done and '....el· re going to show, it. Me; it I S really from 
here on,out, I think, it's very important just to stimulate ;oarents and 
grar:dpar'ents a nd others to believel in their children and believe in education 

:::G:::::SE:G:::HPart of what we.rl doing. 
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