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, ~hankyoi1, Dr. Elder. And thahksto all of you for the expertise and leadership you bring , , 
to the field of chil~developme~t. The/work you do is vitally iInp?rtant-- not ~nly in promoting a 
greater understandIng of our c;hIldren and how they develop, but In strengthenmg our , ' 
understanding of the connection betwberi research, public policy anc;i people's every day lives, ' , " . " .,' l' ," " ,',' 

, ,I ' , , ' , 
, Many years ago, when'I was in law school, I had the chance to study children at the, Yale, 


Ch,ild Study Ce.tlterin New Haven. I +as privileged t~ ,:work wi:h. one o,f th~ pioneers in the field 

of Infant behaVIOr, Dr. Sally Provence.' And today I stIll have VIVId memones of the gentle and ' 


, subtle ways that Dr. Provence would ~licit information from parentsandhelpthem establish
i' , . 

better patterns of relating to their children. ' 

I 
" ' Later on, in my work with children's organizations such as, the Carnegie Council on 

Children, I watched many dedicated rlten and women work to apply current scientific knowledge 
and research in the public policy aren~; All of these experiences reinforced my belief in the 
mutuality of research and policy. We kimply CIll1't pave one without the other., ' , " , ',,' I ' :: ",' " 

One need ()Illy look at the progress we have made -- and how we have made it -- in areas 

affecting children to appreciate the cdnnection. Could we have lowered the rate of infant 

mortality, eradicated childhood diseales like measles and polio, or developed and, released new 

drugs and therapies without a nexus Between medical science and'policy? . , 


, ,I" , ' 
, Could we have protected children from the haZards of lead, tobacco and illegal drugs ' 

, without basic research? The research lthat you and your colleagues do every day 'has enhanced our 
teaching methods for children with learning di~abilitie~,and outlined the benefits ofeducational, 
teievision programming. It has given :us new tools for devising care and services for infants, " 
toddlers and adolescents; and has helped us strengthen Head Start and other childhood programs. 

In short: Science needs social policy. And soci~l policy needs scienc~.,. 
, - ',' . , ", I ",' .:",', ' 

, ' I have seen this for myself in a program called Home Instructiori for Parents of Preschool 

youngsters --.or,HIPPV-:- which, aslmru:y of you know, began in-Israel an~ we laterbrough~,to 

Arkansas. Usmg the latest research on child development, the program took mothers from our 

state who lacked confidence in their 6wn 'academic skills and trained them to teach their 

preschool children. Not only did their children become better prepared for kindergarten, the 

mothers were motivated to learn on their own. 


, These are but a few of the wJs that your efforts as researchers have improved the quali~ 
/' ' 

:1, I­
I 

I 
I 
I 

I . \ 
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of life for 'our children, our families and our communities. 
.... 	 I:, 

So I thank you and commend you for building on the rich legacy of the SRCD and for 
providing this opportunity to showcase some of the latest advanc~s in children's research. I know 
your work will continue to inform scibntis~s, decision~makers, child care providers and individual 
parents as we seek to create more probising conditioIfS for the growth and development of our 
children. . 	 . 

Let me also say that, for this r;eason alone, we :cannot.renege on the federal goverm'llent's 
: historic support of basic research. Al1 too often, skeptics wonder why the government should 
invest in research instead of leaving it to the private sector. Yet we know that goveriunent 
support is essential to the kind of prdgress I have just: mentioned -- both in the scientific and . 
public policy arenas. I . 
. This is particularly so when i~ comes to children. The federal government contributes 
more than 90 percent of the funding !for children's research in this country. Since 1993, funding 
for children's research has increasediby 23 percent --,and I think we all appreciate the fruits of 
that investment. Without federalsuJ,port, we simply would not be where we are today in terms of 
our understanding of child developJent. 

I 	 . 
And one more thing: As unfitshionable as it these days to suggest that government has any 

virtues at all, lbelieve that gove~ent can be instrumental in adopting policies shaped by . 
. . I .' 	 • 

scientific knowledge. I also believe}t can help people to apply your research in practical ways 

that better their lives. I 
 I. 	 • . I 	 . .

" 	 " 
.{ " 	 . , - , .'....' 
. Research, for example, now] confirms what many of our own ..parents and grandparents 

knew intuitively all along: That hugging a child, reading to a child, singing and talking to a child, 
has.an impact on that child's well-Heing. What our parents, grandparents and the "vast majority of 

.' 	 us didn't know until recently is jus~ how great an impact those activities have on actual, brain 
development. I ' 

. Clearly, this.is avery exciti~g step in our ~derstanding ofhow children grow in the 
earliest years. But,the information is essentially useless if parents, caregivers, teachers, doctors, 
lawmakers and others who haveari impact on children don't have any clue about what to do With 

'. it. . .. ' ; i·
I 

.. ' 	
. 

, . '. 
. As many ofyou ~ow, the President and I will host a conference at .the White House later 

this month on Ear~yChilclhoOd D9velopment and Learning. Our goal is to help spread the wor9 
about newresearch on the development of the brain in the earliest years,..- and to take these 
extraordinary breakthroughs and eixplore how we can translate them into our everyday actions 

.. and activities involving children. i 
The White Hous~ confereAce will bring together leading ne\lfoscientists,.pediatrici~s and .. I 	 . 

I 	 ' . . 
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child development specialists -- including some OfYOli in this room -- 'with child care providers, 
business and religious leaders~dothkrs'who are putting this knowledge to practice. " . 

' .... ' I" ." :. .....: .. > '.' 
It is an important startirig point, a first step. But much work will have to be done to ensure 

that parents and caregivers who need~is information actually get it -- and know.how to make 
use of it. I'. . . 

We also have to be vigilant ablut how the in~ormation is used. For all the good ideas that 
new research brings, it is aiways subj~ct to manipulation and misinterpretation. One of my great 

, 	 1 . . 

fears is that parents who are d~irig their best to raisecqildren -- often under difficult . 

circumstances -- willfeel more guilt ahd anxiety because they aren't sure if they are doing 

,,1 	 .' 

everything that the research is telling them to do. '. '. I 
, . I am reminded of a man I knot who became so obsessed with reading two books to his 

son every night that he raced through the material with.out ever giving the child a chance to look 
at the pictures or ask questions about fhestory. Instead of loving, nurturing, stimulating 
experience, it became a tenseobligati6n for them both. . ," 

. ~e President and I also want 10 be de;'" that: as exciting as the new discoveries about 
early brain development are, the earlyjyears are not the only important time in a child's life. We . 
know from reading the various Camegie Reports, Starlin" Points. Years of Promise. and Great 

.' 	 'Transitions, that children do not exist 'in a vacuum oftirile. Many of you, in your own research, 
have shown that children need interaction, engagemen~ and stimulation every day and every year· . 	 . 

of their lives. 
.' 	 ',..' . 

It Will do our childr~n little good if we only car~ about proOloting cognitive d~velopment 
until age three, and then pretend that ill the learning is':over and done\vith. To fully und,erstand a 
child's evolution, we must explore. th~ dynamics ofdevelopment during each stage of life, from 

. . , I 

birth through adolescence and on to adulthood. 
. 	 . I 

, 	 i 

. You are also aware that, as mJch as new findings about the brain are clarifying certain 
. 	 I ' 

aspects ofchild development, they ar~ also bound to r~ise questions about activities within our 

own families and the institutions we charge with caring for our children. 


. . .. [. imagine that there will be so~e people who, upon hearing about the importance of 
reading and talking to infants and toddlers, will wonder whether mothers and fathers should 

immediately quit their jobs to stay hOIhe with their kids and read to them all day. Some parents 

may even begin to second~guess their Ipersonal and professional choices. ' 


" Here again, a combination of.rlsearch andco~cin sense, ought tpbe' oUr guide. As we 
. 'willieam tomorrow from 'the results dfthe National Irlstitute of Child Health and Human .. 

Development study about child ,care, i~ does make a difference to thecognitive development of. . 
children if they are in a nurturing, sti~ulating'child care environment. .. 
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But what does this mean? It means that all children.need .love; attention, stimulation and 
discipline no matter what setting they ke in: whether if is' witli their own parents, babysitters, 
caregivers, pre-school teachers, neigh~ors or relatives. I ha'\re' seen examples over the years of 
'parents who ,work full-time and still tJanage to give th6ir children boundless love and support. 
And I have seen parents who stay at h~rhe all day'and are ,uninvolved,.inattentive and ' 
emotionally divorced from the childreh they are raising~ ,

I, " 

The same can be said for child ~are. Th~re is hu~e chasm o~qualio/ among child care 
providers, from the mos~ n~ng and stimulatirtg car~grvers ~0tI:0se who: ~all ~ar short of t~e

lmark. So I hope that, rather than further confuse parents on these verysenSlt1ve Issues, we will 
help them use the new research in wayb that are sensible and-appropriate to their own family 
circumstances. 

, ' 

I know that among those participating in this conference are many established veterans of 
children's reseaich, as well as some wHo are just embarking on careers. To those wh,o have 
devoted your lifetimes to expanding oJ understarlding of children"we are grateful for your 
ongoing commitment and for the wisddm and expertise you ,continue to lend. To those who are 
new to the profession, we are encouragbd byyoui decision to commit yoUrselves to this 
important field and we eagerly await ydur contributions 'i'n the years ahead. 

The child 4evel,opment research commuriity is ~atcing aprofound contribution to the 
fu~re well.,being of our country ,.- and indeed of all humanity. Just as your work has inspired me, 
it can open new vistas for peopl~ eve~here. As you gather to' discuss your research in all its 
rich technical complexity, please ,consider too its implications for public policy and the everyday 

lives of families. ". ".\ . .... .," .'. ".' 

This is the moment to intensify our commitment to understarld child development as 
deeply as possible -:- and to use emergin~ knowledge for'the benefit ofall our children. 

. Thank you very much. I· . 
\ 

### 
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