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FIRST L~DY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 

I 
REMARKS FqR THE W.K. KELLOGG FOUNDATION 

FAMILIES FOR KIDS BY 2002 CONFERENCE 
I WASHINGTON, DC 
I JUNE 26,1997 

It is a pleasure to be inlthe company of so m~y men and women who have 
contributed their talents and energies to the critical issue of adoption. Over the 
years, the Kellogg F oundatio~ has made an unparalleled commitment to improving 
our foster care and adoption slystems, and I am particularly grateful for the 
Foundation's participation in la discussion I held at the White House last summer 
about this subject. 

Let me thank all of you involved with Kellogg and Families/or Kids for your 
leadership in drawing attentidn to the plight of hundreds of thousands of children 
across our country who are nJedlessly languishing in foster care -- and for serving 

\ 
( 	 as models of what can be donb to improve the child welfare system and bring more 

hope and security to children ~o desperately in need of both. 
.'", . 

. Not only are you heroet to countless children who have benefited from your 
efforts, you are breaking new!ground for elected officials and policy makers -- in 
Washington and elsewhere --IWhO have much to learn from your example. 

This conference could Not be more timely. After years of inattention and 
partisan politics, we are final1~ forging a bipartisan consensus on Capitol Hill that 
could correct some of the mo~t glaring flaws in the adoption process. Today we are 
within reach of bringing som~ common sense and compassion to an overburdened,

I 
understaffed and outdated foster care system. 

Those of you who have worked on children's welfare issues -- as I have for 
the last 25 years -- have heard no shortage of stories about children who are shuttled 
from one foster home to anotHer during their formative years. 

I will never forget a cas~ I handled about 15 years ago in Arkansas. 

( 




1 

I 

• 	 . ' ' 1:' , Il 	 ' 
, . 	 , 

, 	 , ' 

, {represented a couple whol~ted to adopt'a four-year-oldboy who hadbe~n in 
their foster care for three years. The boy had been badly neglected as a baby by his 
biological mother, who had ~sychological pr,oblems. When he was less than a year 

,old, she turned him over to tlie-local social service agency so she could follow a 
, 'boyfrieTid to a:~other state. At that point, the 'baby showed all the' symptoms of 

severe mistreatment: he had ~ained little :weight, he was unresponsive and he shied 
away from human contact. f ' , ' 

',I 	 " 
" But iiI his foster famil;, he began to thrive. And his foster parents fell 'in love ' 

with him. Even though they llad signed the customary state contract prohibiting , 
them from adopting him, thet wanted to make him a peffilanent member of their 
family. , r' , ' , ' 

, 	 , " , 'I ' 	 ' . 	 ",. . 

, The state adoption agency refused their request. So the boy was going to be 
taken from the security ofth~ family he knew and turned over to strangers on some" 
adoption list. Meanwhile, thelboy'S birthmothet'filed suit to get him back, claiming 
she had overcome her problems. ' , ' ' 

,I 	 ' , 
, 	 I ' 

, I argued on behalf oft~e boy's' foster parents that the best interests ~f the 
c?ild should take pr~ced~rice :o~er both the birth moth~r's claims of~er biologicaJ 
rIghts and the state',s claims to ItS contractual agreement. I asked the Judge to allow 
testimony from a child psychblogist about the boy's progress in his ,foster family, 

.' 	 and about the possible conseciuences to his physical, intellectual and emotional 
development if he was separa~ed from them. The judge, who had children and 
grandchildren of his, own, didb'tthink he had much t9 learn from these witnesses, 

,but he ailowed themnonethelbs's. In the end, ,the psychologist's testimony weighed 
, ' heavily' in the judge: s detemii!natiQn to allow the foster parents to adopt the boy. 

Just as often, however, the child's best interests do, not take precedence. And 
this sad reality is'repeated throughout our nation. A~tiquated rules and rigid 
,preslimptionscohtin~e t6, deny countless children the lasting family connections 
that can influence whether a child does well in school, stays away from drugs, and 

, I 	 " 
goes onto become a responsible, law-abiding adult. , ,', ," ' 

, 	 '\ ' 

Only recently have we begun to view issue's regarding the health and safety- , 
of children' in foster care thro~gh a clear lens, -- instead of a fog' of distortions' and 
political rhetoric over what cdnstitutes real "family values." " 

, ' 
, , 'I" 	 , " 
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CI~arly, no one wantslhildren to be in situatio~s' where they are subjected to 
abuse, torture, starvation or deglect. 'In 1973, when I was just entering the world of 
children's advocacy and the l'aw, I wrote an article about children's rights iri family 
situations -:- particularlY:111os6 that pose a threat to their health and safety. As 
recently as a few years ago, sbme critics suggested that by"a supporting a child's 
right to a loviiig'family, I favbred giving gbvernmerit more power to, break up 
biological families andgivin~ children the Tight to bring'trivial disputes with their 

I ' .' 
parents --like curfews or,who takes outthe garbage -- to court. 

Thankfully, those erroLous interpretations have given way to a clearer 
conseJ)sus abqut which childrlen shouldbe placed back with theirbiological.parents 
-- and which should not. 

'Weare be~inning to r~!cOgniZe that so~e par~nts simply are not cap'ableof 
:taking'care of their own children -- and likely never will be. Think about Elisa 

" Izquierdo, the fout'""year-old girl in New York City who was found starved to death 
, , in her family's home last year; or five-year-old Richard Holmes who was 

discovered earlier this year tJ have be~n tortured' and abused in his own home in a 
Maryland suburb. I 

I 
I 

Clearly,these children land others like them would b~ better off growing up 
with the love ~nd support of an adoptive family than with biological parents who 

put themin h";' s ~ay. I. ....' ..' . 
At the same time, we have to recogniz~thatsome parents who have had 

problems with their ,?hildren,~an learn to be responsible but need help in coping. 
with the stresses of parenthodd and child~rearing. In these cases we must make sure 

, . . ''.'" that parents have the support jnd coun~eling they need. . . 

, To~ay, the, House .andlSenate are' considerin~ bills that would bring more 
order, lOgIC and compaSSIOn to the process. " 

. Under both bills, "reasLable efforts" to retuma child to his or her family . 
would not be required in extr6me cases, such as torture, abandonment, physical or, 
sexual abuse: Court 'hearings to determine the permanent placement of a ~hild 

, would be ~eq~ired within ,12 thonths of hIS or her arrival in the foster care system, 
instead ofthe curren,f 18 months. The hearings would be c'alled "permanency , 
planning hearings" to make dear the goal of the proce'edings. 

. , , "1 3", 
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" There are also provisions in the legislation to provide financial incentives to 

states to in~rease the number bf adoptions from the public child welfare system -

and particularly to increase tHe·number of adoptions of special needs children. . 


" Th~se are'importarit stJps toward ensuring. that children no, longer languish 
indefinitely in foster care. Thby are'particularly critical for children who are . ., 
traditionally hard to place: thJse with disabilities, who are medically frail, have . 
siblings, or are minorities. As we embark on a natiomil discussion about race 
relations, which the President called for earlier this month, let us take special note. 
that a disproporii9nate' number of children in foster care are· African':American. 
Th~se chil~ren can, bring bouidless joy to families, and families can bring. 
boundless JOY to them. But we have to work harder to ensure that these UnIons 

I 

happen'l 

Let me be clear: The President is.committed to working with Congress 

to achieve the goals you and

i
the Administration share and to find the funding 


,necessary to achieve the str4ngest adoption bill possible . 


. / 

Many provisions in the House and Senate bills incorporate recommendations . 
made in Adoption 2002, a report prepared by the Department of Health and Human 
Services in response to'the Pr~sident's directive to identify barriers to adoption and 
double the number of childrerl placed annually in permaneIit homes by the year· 
2002. I . . . . . 

I . ' 

Giving states fleXibili~ to shorten the adoption process, highlighting 

strategies that are working, and providing incentives to meet adoption goals -- all 

part 'of the President's action ~lan -- build on other Administration efforts. 


I . 

To ·brea~ down financiJI, cultural and 'social barriers.to adoption, the 
Administration has made it illFgal to deny or delay an adoption on the basis· of race. 
And the President has signed into law a $5,000 tax credit for families who adopt,' 
with an increase to $6,000 for families who adopt children with special needs. . ' 

The President's chief C0ncem has been-- and continues to be -- that no child 
is'.depr'ived of a safe and pernianent home for one day longer tlian necessary. As he 

. has said; he wants every state,1 every family court, every case worker in the country 
, to understand that children's Health and safety must be paramount in resolving these 
cases. I· 

, 
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. ' .. He.is determi,ned to. w0rkacrossp~ lines, 'at ~y,~ry levet~fgove@nen:tarid 
, with 'e:e~ ~ector of S9ci~~,~ogive every'childj~ Ameri~a th~. security ,of'a 'ioV,ing, .. 
'nurtunngand' penn:anent hoJ)ie. 

'.," 
'," 

. Yet while we all know that federal leadership is ctudal;we al~o lrnow that it 
is not~nough to bring about the, sweeping change our 'child welfare system requires.' . 
. '~." '.. : " '. :'1' ,'. .' ..',. . , " .. ,I' ,:'... " '. 

. '. ,ThCif.s wh'ereyou come ih., ~,': .. : . ',. . .. . .... ': ," '\:' . 

'.. · ' '1 w:mtto commend thJKellOgg 'F~undaiion for br~ging tog~ther policy 
':': . :~akers, busiIless and r~l:igioJs le~ders; eIect~d'bfficials, j~dges, child\~ci'vbcates,.. . 

, and, fO'sterandatloptiveJamdies here'tOdiscuss: strategies to reduce the number of . 
. ' ~hildren waiting to be adopteh~a~dtospeed up'the'a40ption process'sothat iib child 
.' Hngers' in foster care 'for morJ thanorie,y~ar..' . :." '. 

, .' '.: ' ,... "1 . , ,'.,. ',::' '" 

' .. '.' " I alsowanttocomme,dy?u. for latih~h~ngthe~a';'iliesfr~r Kids initiative, 
WhICh has already produced tangIble results m eleven sItes 'around the, country, '.. 

'. "including:' " ,., .: ' .' ,j. ,,'.: '..."..,. 
" '. '--providing counseling for adoptive parents" .' 

--mbdemizing <:;omputbr data' ,"",.' " . 
-':bringing together .cI1.Jrc'hes t~ find permanent Homes for' fo~ter chjldren -

.' particularlyspeciai ne~ds childr~~ ...... ' ...'... ,. '. . .... '. '. 

-- making changes in thejudicia.l.~ystem·to address·the needsofch,ildrenin 
. " f()ster care. . .: 

\ . .... 
. . 

" ..... 'As a re~u~i~of theseand other~tiorts' uhdetaken as ·part ofFcimilies for Kids, . 
7,000 children were placed irl"permanentfamilieslaStyear. Many: promising new 
partnerships are,uQ.derway; A!nd. there an~ important lesson~ that can be replicated in '.' ". I· . .... , , . . . , 

everyco~Unity~d sta~~crssourco~nlry. .'. , .."..... .' .' '. 

. Today, wel:lnderstan4~ven,more.'abou,t t~e urgency of thIS mlSSlOn. As the· 
. White House Conference on EarlY'ehildhood Development andLeaming in April" 

." . made clear, children need1<?y1e, nurturing, stimuldtionandsecurity from the" . . 
ino~ent they enterJhisw6rld~. Depriving theniof consistency and permanence is ". 
depriving them' of the ~hanc:e 'to·ac&ieve their God.;.gjven poteptial. ' 

:,., . 

,t' 
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At the same time, we tust not overlook the critical difference that loving 
parents can make in the liveslof older children as well. Chil~ren of all ages c'an . 
benefit from the care and att~ntion of a stable, loving family. And that's why your 
efforts are so crucial to bringing the best out in all of America's children, whether 
they are infants or adolescen~s. . 

. . .. Ihope you will continL to lead our nation ~.we continue this important 
. work. A~ :,-mer,i~an~; we live: inthe.most pr.?sperous country in the wo~ld. Our 

economy IS flourIshmg. We are known the worlqover for our.compasslOnand 
generous spirit. 

So let's meet this test and show that we really dostimd for children. Let's 
give every child the gift of lo~e that he or she deserves. . 

Thank you. 1 
I 
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FIRST LADY HILLARY RODIIAM CLINTONI . 

NATIONAIL, COUNCIL FOR ADOPTION DINNER 

'WASHINGTON, D.C. 


APRIL 16, 1997 


Talking Points 

• 	 Thank you very much, L~u (Davidson). I want to thank the National Council for 
~doption for this very kil1d "Bully Pulpit" award. But most ofall I want to thank you -
the members of the council -- for your consistent, energetic and strong leadership on 

, behalf of adoptive familier and the thousands ofchildren in our country and around the 
world who urgently need ~afe, loving and permanent homes. 

• 	 'Let me also congratulate tbnight's honore~s for their commitment to encouraging and 
'facilitating adoption in oJ country. 'Every child deserves the chance to grow up with the 
love of a permanent fan1il~ and we shOUld never let anything get in the way of efforts to ' 
make sure it happens. '1ank you for working together on this issue. • 

• 	 As a 10ng-timeadvQcate for adoption, I've found much hope in the ,recent efforts on the 
part of so many, including most of you in this audience, to reform our foster care and 
strengthe~ our adopti?n s~stems. ~e ,PreSident has worked with m~mbe~s of Con~ress 
on both SIdes ofthe aIsle to make It Illegal to deny or delay an, adoptIOn SImply because 

,. 	 I. , 

the adoptive parents and children were not of the same race. And he's very proud of the 
new $5,000 tax credit that will help families defray the costs of adoption. 

• 	 As you know, this wi~ter, Ithe P~esident asked Secretary ofHealth and Human.8ervices 
Donna Shalala to find effective ways to move children more rapidly from foster care to 
permanent homes, and to theet a national goal of do~bling the number of children placed 

I ' 
annually in permanent homes by the year 2002. The Adoption 2002 report is the result 
ofthat re~earch. It is base~ on'exten~ive interviews, surveys, and consultations with 
placement agencies, adoption and child welfare advocates; and social workers 
nationwide. And I am parlicularly pleased that careful attention was'paid to the thoughts 
and observations ofadopti(ve andJoster parents because they know better than anyone the 
strengths and shortcomings of our system. , , 

• AsI 'travel around the coltry, I've met many grassroots adoption activists who've told, 
me what a very real differJnce all of these efforts 'have made in their communities. 
'1 ' 

• 	 And I assure you th~t the tdministration will'cQntin~e to wmk to ensur. e that no child ' 
ever has to Ijrow up m ourrfoster care system. We WIll make sure that ,steps to secure. 
permanent, safe, and loving homes for children -- whether they are 'with their biological 
families or others -- begin :as soon as a child enters foster care, not after 4 days or 5 
months' or 6 years ofshuttling from placement to placement. And we will work with , '. I .' ' . ' ' 

1 ' 
I 1 

.; I' 

r, 



.-, 

.', 

partners from all across the commullitY:~'- businesses;.foundations, the media -- torais~ 
public awareness and to 'eAcourage more families' to experience the joys of adoption. 

.. 	 Tomorrow~ the President id I will host a.Conference on Early Childhood Development 
and LeamiQg .. ' As science lis telling us, the first three years of life are crucial to.a child~s 
intellectual, neurologicat bd emotionaidevelopment.. Children who have adults to talk 
to them, to read to them, ahd to make them feel secUre arid loved throughout their earliest 
years will thrive. Those g~owingup without these iirlluences aieless likely to live up to 
their God-given potentials[ That is why our task is so urgent, why we need to find 
permanent homes for our dhildr~n as .soon as we can: . . 

'. 	 But at th~sametime, let Jremember t~at it is ne~er too late for a:child to join an . 
adoptive ~amily.f.'-s man~ of.youc~ attest, adopti~n at ~y stage of achild's life can 
truly be lIfe-changmg -- and lIfe-savmg. 	 : . 

. ~.,' So letus contimi~ to work together to bring the love of permanent families to all our 
children. 

. ### 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 


Office of the Press Secretary 


, For Immediate Release 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
, ' '\ AND THE FIRST LADY , ' 

AT PRESENT 1\TION OF ADOPTION' 2002 REPORT 

The Oval Office 

'12:51 P,M. EST' 

. . . . . 

MRS. CLINTON: I want to welcome al.1 of youto the White 
House and wish you a happy Valentine's Day. I am delighted that we 
are holding this event on a day wh~n we think about all kinds of . '. 

. I"
love, and we are gathered to announce a plan that we hope can bring 
the love ofa permanent family to the hundreds of thousands of ' : 
children waiting in·our foster carelsystem. ' . 

, ''\. ~ ,,' 

, Two months ago the PresiGentdirected; Health and Human 
Services Secretary Donna Shalala to investigate the bamers that 
keep so many of our children in thb limbo of foster care. He asked 
the Secretary to report to hirh withl specific recommendations on how 
best to move children more rapidlY from foster ,care to permanent 

I 

homes, and how to meet a national goal ofdoubling the' number of 
.chi!dren placed annually in pennienthomes by theYear2002. 

In a few minutes, Olivia Golden, Acting Assistant 
Secretary of Health and Human Sdrvices, will present her department's 
findings to the President. I'm veryl impressed by the hard work that 

, went into this report. It is based on extensive. interviews, surveys 
and consultations with placement Jgencies, adoption and child welfare 
advocates, and social workers natibnwide. ' I'm particularly pleased 
that careful attention was paid to ilie thoughts and obse~ations of

I . 
adoptive and foster parents because they know better than anyone the 
str~ngths and shortcomings of our kystem. ' 

February 14, 1997 

, 



This report makes it veryl clear that foster care should> 
never be a permanent solution. No child should grow'up in foster 
care; Children deserve prompt, efficient decision-making from the , .. 
adults ~ho serve them. They des,erveschedules for permanent 
placement that respect their developmental' needs. And they deserve 

> '. Ifederal leadership to make that happen. 	 ,

I 	 ., . 
Ensuring the safety and t~mely placement ofa child with 

a permanent loving family should be the mission ofour foster care 
I 

" 	 system. But for too many years this mission has been obscured as too 
many children have literally groJn up or spent the majority of their 
childhood's in the system. They Have led transient lives, movi'ng from 
one foster family to the next, exp6riencing few constants but growing 
case files and dreams for perman6nt families. We can no longer , 	 I 
afford these delays.. ..' I . .' . 

In recent years we have learned,. much about the , 
tremendous influence that adults baring for children in their 
earliest yearS can have on their intellectual, neurological, and 
emotional development., ChildreJ who have adults to talk to them, 
read to them, m~e them feel secfu.e and'loved throughout their ' 
e~liest years Will thrive. And w~ cannot afford to let anychild 
who could be in such a loving sitimtion go without it., , 

, \, 
That is why steps to secure permanent, safe, and loving 

homes for children, whether they lare with their biologiCal families 

[ 
1 
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or others, should begin as soon as a child enters the foster care 
system, not after 'four days or fivb'months or ~ix years of shuttling 
from place~ent to place~ent., 

'We have already, witnessed important steps to remedy the 

situation. Two years ago, the PrJsident and Congress made it illegal 

to deny or delay an adoption simply becauSe the adoptive parents and 

children were ,not of the same ra~e.. L~t year, the a~inistration 

and, Congress strengthened thatleglsiatlOn. The President also 

sigiled a $5,000 tax credit for faniilies who adopt. AndTamilies who 

adopt children with special needd can receive $6,000. ' 


, , .' ' \' ' ' ' . ", . 
, " 

Decorating the Oval Office today are valentines created , 
,I " " " , 

py some of the 600childrer:t,waiting.in Iowa'in foster care: Each 
valentine, sp<>l1sored ~y the, I,owalCitizens Foster C~~ ~ev'iew a6ard, 
tells the story ofa child wattmg to be adopted. The paper hearts, ' 
list the age the child came into th~ foster:caresystellf,th¢ age, the

,,[ " ' 

child became free for adoption, and the nUlllber ofdays they havebeell, 

waiting fora family. 


, Every year these valeI.1~ines are placed on trees at the ' 
'Iowa State CapitoL" This.valentiAe's Day, ,the children ,decided to 
send their valentines to the WhitelHouse, as well. Some ofthem sent 
letters to accompany their valentines -- letters such as this one: 

, ' I, , 

"Dear President, my name is Rollie. I am 12. I live in Iowa. I ' 
, I. 

like to play football and basketball. I've been waiting eight years '" 
for an adoptive family. I'm hopin~ for a family with pets, a broth~r 
and a sister, and nice parents." 

, Let's all work together so that Rollie and thousands of 

other children waiting in foster care can see their dreams com~ true. 


. . Now, it is my great PleasL to introduce the acting .... 
, ,I ' 

Assistant Secretary of Health andlHumanServices, o.livia Golden, who 

will tell ,us more abouttoday's rep6rt. '',' ,""


I ' ", , ,',,' "',,
ASSISTANT SECRETARY GOLDEN: Mrs. Clinton,thank you for 

. "I ' , , , , ' 

that introduction and for your leadership. Arid'thank yo~ Mr. 
,President, ,for giving uS the opporfuruty to be here today. Secretary 

, Shalala wished she' could be here; and it's an honor for me, to be here 
in her place. 

Mr. President, in December you told us that you want~d 
, I" ", ' ,

I ' 
I 
I 
: 
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:' 

, ',' I" 	 " , 
to double the number of children Iwho are adopted or permanently 
placed from foster;care by the ;year 2002. You wanted to move , .. .' I ,. ., 
chilclren more rapidly from foste~ care to permanent ho~es, ~d you ' 
to Id us to come back in 60 days with a planJor how to do it- Let. me , 
tell you,what we've done. 

. , . 	 . 

, To prepare our report to you we consulted withl~aders ' .' 
in Congress, iA state and local g?r~tnme~ts, child welfare experts, 

" community leaders ,and foster,and adoptive parents. Hundreds of 
" " "j " 	 . 

people talked' with us; 200 sent us letters. It was an enormously 
exciting process, 'because what wk heard was a sense ofjoy and, ' 
excitement from' allover the courltry that imder the,leadership of the 
President.rnd the First Lady the rlation'was ready to jQin togetherto 
address this issue. And we learndd a tremendous amount from this, ' ,,' 

process. What we learned from this consultation will gUide our work 
on this initiative ~d on allofour\work with children in the child "•.. 
welfare system. 'i' 

So again;I want to thank you, Mr. Presid~~t, for the 

oppo.rtunity to do this work; 
 , ' 

The report, .Adoption 2002, that I have the honorto 
, . .' I . ' ' 

present today IS an actIon plan to lnake ,sure that all of the 450,000 
children in' foster care have a reallchance f?r a loving, perman~nt " " 
home, and that we're able to meet; the PreSIdent's goal ofdoublrng by 
the year 2002 the number ofchildren adopted or placed in permanent 
homes. ,,' " .' , 

Let me give you just a few highlights of the report. , 
The report begins ,with ,the,I 0 pri~Ciple.s that w.e learned from our 
consultations and that will guide our .work. The first, as the First. 
Lady said, is thatevery child desJrves a ~afe, permanent family. 
The report commits us to setting ~oalswith every state to double 
adoptions by the year 2002. And for the, first time that we mow of . 

,	iIi federal child' welf~e spending, we've put dollars behlnd results, 

paying for performance to make sure that states receive incentives if 


. ,I
they in fact move ahead on adoption. ' ' , . ' 

. 	 . . . 
, ", ", '1." " 

" , 
' 

. The report proposes seve~ major changes in federal 

legislation to help more children frnd permanent homes and remove' 

procedunll barriers. And it propokes targeted funding for states to 


.' I" ,
help them dismantle procedural and other barriers to permanency. And 

• it proposes activities to break doJn racial and ethnic barriers to. ' 
adoptioIi. ,And fIDatly, the report broposes a c()mprehensive technical' 
assistance plan to bring the best tillent in the nation to help the 



courts, state child welfare agencies, community leaders to work . 
t6gether to ensure that children'rriove promptly to a loving pennanent . 
~~. ' , ' . 

What we believe makes this exciting agenda possible is 

'the exciteme~t we've hear~ from icommuni~ leaders across the CO'lintry 

the partnership and commltment re've received from state and local . 

leaders --' we have support froin seven governors for our goals 

. ' '.' I

, described in the report and we expect many more. ' 

What makes it Possibleil bipartis~ congressional 

commitment; and, most ofall, w~at makes it possible is the 

leadership that we've experienced and the nation has experienced from 

the President and the First Lady. 1So it's a tremendous honor to be 


, able today to present to you Adoption 2002. ' 
" ' I 

, I ' 
THE PRESIDENT: Thaflk you very much. (ApplauSe.)

I ' 

Thank you very much, Olivia. Ladies and gentlemen and 

, ' . ' 1 ' 
boys and girls, thank you all for geing here. I alsq want to say a 

special word ofthanks to some members of Congress who are not here 

today but who have'done an enorfuoUs'amount ofwork on this issue, ' 


, " . ' I " " . 

. 'in~luding Senat9rs Rockefeller, 9hafee and DeWine, and Congres~woman 
Kennelly,arid Congressman Camp. 

, , I ' 
, Letm~ begin by also say~g happy Valentine's Day. All 


the kids look wonde#UJ.. The tes~ ofus look all right, too -

(laughter) -- but~e kids look especially wonderful. 


, I' 
, , I want to th~;ou, Olivi~for ,the work you've done. ' 

, '. ' , I' " '.' , 
. And I want to thank the First Lady for the work she has done on this . 
, issue over more than 20 yeru:s not. I'll never forget the first ' 
con~ersati~n we~d, ~hortly we fere ma:ned, about a case that she' 
had mvolvmg a child m foster care who wanteq to become an adopted 
child. I didn't know very much a50ut it befo'rethen, and ever since 
then this issue has been of,consUibing interest to me because of what ' 

, 'I . ' . 

I learned through her. And I thank her for that.· , , ' 
- , . .., 1 ' . 
, ,We ~owthat our'children's fundamental well-being 

depends upon safety and stability~ that without these, children have 

a very hard time in this complicat~d, challenging world ofours. We 

know that far too many ofour owh children are 'indeed now in danger


I . 

in the homes in which, they live. The public child welfare, system was 

created to provide a temporary ha~en for those children, but not to . 

let them languish forever in [ostd1care. 


,'I 
I 



" ... , 

As you heard Olivia say, we have nearly half a million 

'orour children infoster care today. Nearly 100,000 will never'" 


,: return to their original homes. Many of those children still will .. 

never know what'it's like to live ih a real home uniil they grow up 

and start their, own families. But lit d?es not have to. be that way. > .. 

,We can find adoptive and other pennanent families for waiting 


'-: children like these fine children J,ho have jOined,us today and the 

children whose'valentines you ,sJ hanging behind me and here in 

frOlJ,t. .. ' 


· 	 .'. . '.! In December I asked tl}e Department' of Health and Human " 

Services to come.up with an aggrbssive legi,~Hlt1ve and administrative 
. 	 . . I . ... . 

,.,s,trategy to doubl~ the nUmber of fhikfren:we Plovefrom foster,care to 

'..pennanent homes annUally bY.the year 2002, and to move them there ' 
. . " 	 I " 
,,~UCll ~ore q~ickly. I:m proud t~1 s~y that theDepartme~t,went to work' '. 

to produc~ this bluepnnt for achievmg our goal. :: ' 


"N ha' 	 thi I'"tk)
~ .' , ow we , ve ~o move q~lC y to put s p, an mto. '. . ' ': 

., } 


action, so that no child is .4eprive? ofa safe and permanent home for . 

even one day 16ngerthan necessan' ..Every agencyofevery state, 


. ~every frumly court, every case wclrker in the coUntry mustuhderstand 
. that children's health and 'safetYafe the paramoUnt concerm ofthe' 


child welfare system,especially J,hen determini~g whetherto remove ~ 

child.from his or h~r home; or retlunthem there. '.' , 


· .... 'w.~'11 worl<)Vith eaniesLo ;"nesure the law explicitly 

.,reflects this prionty:' We'll i$sue ~delines t<;l the states so .c.... ',; 


there 'will be no question as to the laws meanmg, " .. ' 


.'. '~econa: to meet the gOalbf ;;'o:'g5~,olio chil~ into • 
penpanent'homes'in 2002,'we'lrJrork with states arid set yearly . " 

. I '" . 
targets: We'll give thein, as my balanced !:mdget does~ $10 million a 

, 	 '". 
year for th~,next three years 'to gite them the ass.istance they need.": 

to, state, agencies, courts' and coniIhunities to devise such a system:' ' , 

We'llaJ.so have $1 0.~ilion to estltblish 'competitiv~grants for' 


" states to develop model strategieslfor moving children from foster, 

care. to pemiane~t families. ' . ," " 


" . TIrird;"we'll propose It!gislation to give states bonuses, ,' .. 

· as Olivia said, for every child that is adopted over the pryor year's 


tota.!, with evelJ"largetbdnuses wIten thechild.has special needs. 
The balanced 'budget will start payfug for these bonuses, but \ve knciw 
th~y'll pay for themselyes,since foster C:are costs farmore than 
adopti?n. ;nus i~'.tjust cosfeffe~tive -- ofcourse, it's the 

, 
, , 

http:We'llaJ.so


" 

right thing to do. 
I 

Fourth, to achieve our goal of moving children more 
quickly, we'll work with Congres~ to shorten from 18 to 12 months the 
time a child waits for the first heaHng. And we're going to call it 
a pennanency planning hearing, s6 that there's no mistake as to its 
purpose. 

, Fifth, to give credit for model strategies that are . . 
working, we'll ;give national awar~s for excellence every'year in 
November, NationalAdoption Month. 

') 
,.' Finally, we'll 

, 

red~ubleour ~fforts to make'sure'no 
, I. . 

child ofone race is deprived ofa loving home when afamily of 
another race is prepared to gi~e it{ That is illegal and wrbngand 

· often hurts our very neediest children. The Department of H;ealth and 
Human Services will continue to ~nsure that ~tates are meeting their 

· obligations' under ,thisiaw.' ,,',' ' 

. ' , Putting this plan into action today will mean that we 
, are ensuring that no child willlarl~sh in foster care when loving 
families are out there ready, williI'tg and able to.open their hearts 
and their homes, This is just one Ipart ofour strategy to 'guarantee 
the well-being ofour most vulnerlt.ble 'children. By giving states the 
flexibility to develop their ownstktegies, we're moving closer to 
achieving that goal, 

, I'm proud to announce that we have approved Ohio's 
request for a waiver in dealiIlg willi their child welfare system. 
This is the fifth of its kind, and thbre will be more to come. It , 
gives Ohio,the authority to desigrl and to test a managed c~ 

, approach to improve child welfarb services and move children out of 

f9ster care more quickly. I, . ' ' ' 
I ' , , . 

By working together a~ross party lin,es at every level of 
· government, in businesses, religidus gfOlips, communities, and i'Ilour ' 
homes, we can nlake sure that,evJry child in AlJ1erica grows up in,a " 
safe and nurturing home. That is la goal ~very ~erican'should be 
proud to· support. That is a gift 'of love. we can make to all ofour 
children. And ifyoulook at the dhildr~n here toclay, it's hard to 
think of anything more impOrtant we'cQuld be doing to 'say, Happy, 
Valentine's Day: ' , .' 

Thank you. (Applause.) 


