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-:; Arts for Our S$e 

,~ • form whole communitIeS' b; br1n&1nl
'~Jlary Rodham Clinton the aru and.rusts to mlUlonl who 
....;::....--~---....--- otherwise mlsht never ~ave had the 

~~T'his w' an ominous Ume ' opportw1.lty to explore ni'1t.fland our 
• for those of us who 
... ........ I ..:..._.•h 


u- ,care ~p y .........t u!"" 

:~ IIU In America. A 
; • mlsculded, mlsln

. 'ormed effort to ellmi· 
,..t.e publlc support 'or the ans not 
• 1)' threatens Irrevocable damaae 
;16 our culturallnstJtuUons bu! also to 
'"OUr M!Me of ourselves and what we 
·.1Wld 'or as a people. 
~ One 0' the ,reat successes of the 
1IN In America Is that they are not 
'1he preserve of eny "cultural elite." 

, ,lbrou&b museums, libraries,' Despite a 3O-year blpa;ntsan COlD
.loChools. dance Companies and con· 
certs, the arts are truly part of the 

Cutting support 
;~.~ for the N .E.A. 
:'Will hurt children. 
, .. 

Ie doma.ln. accessible to all and 
, . ble of encouraging every per· 
,• • 'arUstlc expression and sensi
·blUt)'. 

, 1be National Endowment 'or the 
Joru. In pa.'tnership with Individuals; 
:~orporaUons, fOlindationslnd other 
.,atrons of the lru, has helped trau· 

'" :HiUary Rodham ,Clinton iI honorary 
"Chairwoman Of the Presiden,', Com
.min,. on the Arts and Humanilies. 
nw article is bcuecf on her "marlts 
:ac th' Metropolil4n Museum of Art 
'earll" &IIi. InOncIL 

Ihared artlstk beritaae·1 
The President has ~.that we 

can balance the bud&et o,ver the next 
~ !nina

:=me~~c1t ansrThe N.ao:. ' 
budBet accounts for leSs than 0.02 
percalt of the Feder~ OO:dBet. Ellml • 
naUn& Ws smaD but '1141 aae.DCY 
would have ,rave c::on~ 'or 
IocaJ economies. Federal, support 'or 
die arts helps attract touftsls. stlmu
late bu$lneSS. expand the tax base 
an" Improve the qualltylol Ufe -. 
huge return on a small t.pvestment. , 

mltment to the arts. there are those 
who arcue that public S;Upport ... 
luxury we can no longer ""lord.. They 
mistakenly suggest that fhe arts are 
enjoyed only by a smaJ!, wealthy 
minority. But If putlUc ~pport for • 

, the arts disappears, &.ose most af· 

fected will not be the richest Amerl· 

cans but the mlJlJons of dtizens who 


, rely 00 the N.EA to brlnilhe arts to 

their local schools and CXimmunltles. 


I find It Ironic that thoSe who talk 
the loudeSt abool AmeriCa's Joss of 
clvWty. chara,cter and v:alues (par• 
tlcularly those amlDa fr(lm Westem 
civilization) are otten the first to 
recommend obliteratJncl the aaen· 
cles responsible for promotlDa and 
arts programs that mak~ Sophocles, 
Shakespeare, Mourt and O'Keefe 
aVallable to our c:.hIldren.I, , 

They flUl to appreciate twbat every 

aeneratJon of Americans has Intu· 

ItlvelyknoWli - thatlhe artlsUC 

Imgginatinn k cdtkal to OufC1Vil\ia-C The power of the artS .. not slmply
tJon and ourdel1'!QC[lcy.:.lbq.1oqet to provide pleasant estheUcs but to 
the prescient words of John Adams: help move us forward as ademocr.. 
"I must study pollUCs and war that cy. Human expresSIon, as conveyed 
my IOOS may have Ubef to study tbrouch the art.. enables u.S to UDder· 
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mathematks And philosophy. My 
sons OU&ht to study mathematIcS and 
philosophy ••. In order to Clve their 
ch1ld!en. rtcht to study pa.intJn& 
~try. mWlIc." , 

CIIiIIylld 

,stand bette,r the complexities of IIfu 
and lives us .bridae to the world 
Preced1n& and surroundlna us. Most 
Important. exposure to ourculturaJ 
traditions enrtdles the Uves or our 
dilldrea. 

Too often, we see thlldrea who, 
Instead or dlscoverina the joys of 
~tJnc. mUSk., sc:uIPUn& or wrlUn&. 
express dlemselves through acts of 
'rustratJoD and eYeD, vtoIence.. The 
arts offer III alternallve to the more 
dJsturblnl elements 01 our popular 
culture. and • safe haven that aLlows 
c:hlldren to explore IJIelr creallve po
tenUal, trans(lOrtJna diem Ile)'ond 
ibe bounds cI their difficult drcwn· 
.twICeL 'lbeu exposure to the roots 
and c1.Ivetv.;ldlness of human t:Jv1H.. 
zatJon wiD t.J\bance their understand
Ing of tbelr own herlLa,ge and the 

, world ID whk.h tbey Uve. 
Clearly our Datlon faces dlffic:uJt 


choices. But as the rhetoric heats up 

oyer the role, or aovemment In tlUr 

soelety, J hope we wID remember 

that P!JbUc support for the IJ1S ... 

down payment 00 our fut\lre. It Is an 

lnvestment In the values we cllUm to 

bonor and In the cultural tr aditJons In 

which democracy has nourished for 

218 years. Now Is no Ume to tum our 

backs on that legacy or Its promiseD 



