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- Arts for Our Sa]‘ke. |

T&ﬁﬂary Rodham Clinton
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his is an ominous time
for those of us who
care deeply about the
arts In America A
misguided, misin
. formed etfort to elimi-
.mate public support for the arts not
sHaly threatens Irrevocable damage
;¢0 our cultural institutions but also to
ayur sense of ourselves and what we
sstand for as a people.
L One of the great successes of the
“arts in America Is that they are not
~the preserve of any “‘cultural elite.”
-+Fhrough museums, . lbrarles,
. gchools, dance companies and con-
certs, the arts are truly part of the

Cutting support
% for the N.E.A.

wwill hurt chxldren

o~

.

¢ domain, accessible to all and
ble of encouraging every per-
$ artistic expms!on and sensi-
bluty
. The National Endowment for the
g\ru. in pastnership with individuals,
‘qorporations, {oundations and other
patrons of the arts, has helped trars-

-Hillary Rodham Clinton is honorary
~chairwoman of the President’s Com-
umittee on the Arts and Humanities.

his article is based on her remarks

nt the Metropolitan Museum of Art
waarlier this month.

form whole communme by brlnsiu

the arts and artists to mlluons who -

otherwise might never have had the

" opportunity to explore first-hand our

shared artistic beritage.|
The President has shown that we
can balance the budget ovet the next

lOyeanwmmtmde‘ Ining our .

commitment (0 the arts. The NEA
budget accounts for less than 0.02
perceat of the Federal budget Elimi-
nating this small but v!u\l agency
would have grave consequences for
local economies. Federal support for
the arts helps attract tour(m. stimu-
late business, expand the tax base
and improve the quality|of life — &

huge return on a small investment.
- Despite a 30-year blpanlsan com-

mitment (o the arts, there are those
who argue that public supyon is a
Juxury we can no longer aﬁori They

mistakenly suggest that the arts are

enjoyed only by & sma)t, wealthy

_ minority. But if public support for _
the arts disappears, those most &f-

fected will not be the richest Ameri-
cans but the millions of dtizens who

_rely on the N.E.A. to bring the aris to

their local schools and communities.
1 find it ironle that those who talk

’ the loudest aboui Amenca 's Joss of

civility, character and values (par-
ticularly those arising from Western
civilization) are often the first to
recommend obliterating| the agen-

cles responsible for promoting and

arts programs that ma!xe Sophocles,
Shakespeare, Mozart and O'Keefe
available to our children. .

They fail to appreciate what every
generation of Amemans has intu-
itively ‘known — that the artistic

im 10 our civillia-
tion and our de cy_Ihey forget
the prescient words of John Adams:

] must study politics and war that
my sons may have liberty to study

mathematics and philosophy. My
sons ought to study mathematics and
philosophy ... in order to glve their
children » right to study painting,
poetry, music.”

The power of the arts {s not simply
o provide pleasant esthetics but to
help move us forward as a democra-
¢y. Human expression, as conveyed
through the arts, enables us to under-

. Lo

-

Cathy Rufl

_stand better the complexities of life

and gives us a bridge o the world
preceding and surrounding us. Most
Important, expasure {0 our cultural
traditions enriches the lives of our
children

Too often, we see children who,
instead of discovering the joys of
painting, music, sculpting or writing,
express themselves through acts of
frustration and even violence. The
arts offer an alternative to the more -
disturbing elements of our popular
culture, and a safe haven that allows
children t0 explore their creative po-

* tentlal, transporting them

the bounds «f their difficult circum-
stuncas. Thelr exposure to the roots
and dlverse : xhness of human civili-
ration will eahance their understand-
ing of their own heritage and the

- world In which they live.

Clearly our nation faces difficult
cholces. But as the rhetoric heats up
over the role of government in our
society, 1 hope we will remember
that public support for the arts is &
down payment on our futyre. It is an
investment in the values we claim to
honor and In the cultural traditions in
which democracy has flourished for
218 years. Now Is no time to turn our
backs on that legacy or its promiseD



