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Message

Mr. Bruce Reed

Domestic Policy Advisor
President Bill Clinton

The White House
Washingten D.C., 20500 .

Dear Bruce:

Congratulations on Megan's Law. When the President signs the biil, [ hope that he
comments on the importance of the intent of this legislation.

1.
2
3.

4.

Sex offenders pose a high risk of re-offending after release from custody.
Protecting the public from sex offenders is a primary governmental interest.
The privacy interests of persons convicted of sex offenses is less important
than the government’s interest in public safely. '
release of information about sex offenders to public agencies and the
general public will assist in protecting the public safely.

Certainly the safely of children must supersede the privac'y rights of convicted sex
felons. | have no doubt that the Supreme Court wilt affirm the constitutionality of
Megan's Law. :
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There is another piece of legistation that was passed by the House at the same time
as Megan's Law. Congressman Martin Frost wrote a “two strike” law for convicted

child molesters. i'm sure that the President is supportive of thls bill afso. | just : T
thought | weuld bring it to your attention.

Good luck with the election. We need President Clinton. History wilf podray him as
one of the truly great Presidents. Please let me know if | can help in any way.,

Bruce, check out our web-site {http:/fiwww klaaskids.inter.net) when you have a
chance. Itis a great resaurce for parents and other concerned citizens. | am doing a
daily update on lhe tiial of Polly’s killer.

Sincerely, . : : -

- Marc Klaas
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Message
. Bruce

In 1982 then Assemblyman 8ill Baker co authored AB 2954 This Ieglsiatlon is
the. reason that Rlchard Ailen Daws Was allowed out of prlson after ser\nng only
50% ofa sixteen year pnson sentence for kldnapplng

I 1981 Baker toured the Texas state pemtentlary systern and dlscovered that
Texas rehed on inmate labor for support The cost of |ncarcera{son in Texas was
-1/3 less than the’ opera’nng costs of |ncarcerat|on inthe Cailfornla prlson system
. Furthermore, pnsoners in Texas were acquiring job skllls and helpmg to pay their -
own way through prlson

In the early 1980 5, Callfornla pr:soners were automatlcally entltled to 1;‘3 off of their |
.sentences for good tlme There were no incentives to |mprove themselves. in
Baker's own works, "They could just lie around their cells litting weights - the

better to bash.in our skulls and earn good tlme oﬂ‘ by staying out of trouble.”

In 1982”Baker mtroduced AB 2954, The bl” reqmred our state prlsons to be rnore o
self-suffiaent and to make mmates Work for thelr keep and sentence credrts It
eliminated good time cred|ts and reqmred that mmates work or sign up for .
schooling to reduce thelr prison time AB 2954 was strongly opposed’ by pnsoners

rights groups: . On the other hand it was supported by Pélice, Sherlﬁ's and the-
department of Correctlons Alf staunch allles of law and order

AB 2954 gave 50% good t1me oradlts and the rasult is that prlsonars are, raquued
to sign-up for work ¢redits, but are not forced to work Califérnia then had a system

. that automatlcaHy allowed monsters and perverts like Davis to get out of prlson .
after. serving: onily 50% of their systems A system that. aliowed judges to impose
tough sounding sentences, knowmg full well that the. crlmmals would be back-
doored out of prlson after serving only afractich of their tlme
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< Mr. Bruce Ree_d .

B MarC KLaas FOU\I);\TIO\ FOR CH[LDI\FN
‘ S - PO Box 925. Sausatito. CA 94966 °
- _ © PHONE (415) 33196867 W Fix: (4]5) 331
' ' CEMAIL: kluss@cirl_.com -

Domesti¢ Policy Advisor
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Bruce:- a .
- |

Thanks for-your as5|stance wnh the convent;on | had a marvelous time. - Beyond

‘offering a forum for an important message, | received a graduate course in |

public speaking. lt was a true highlight. I d like to do it again four years from
now. .

‘The pIannlng and execution of the oonventlon was superb. It was dfsturblng to

hear the professional pundlts unanimousiy dlssmg the presentation. They seem .
to Iong for the good old days when they got their heads bashed in by angry !

cops. Even so, the frue test of success is reflected in poliing and on electlon

day. '| expect a iandslide and the mandate Presndent Clinton deserves for h|s
second term. :

I was in New York watchlng the Pre5|dent s acceptance speech on telewsmn I

have been waltlng for years for a vision of America based upen what is best for -
our children and | sat in my hotel-room.and literally cried throughout the n|ght If
it's taken beyond rhetoric America wnl bridge, the mitflennium with the momentum

'ofa downhlii big-rig. oo : “ !

Let me make two modest proposa]s First, a National Child Safety Day
Companies all dver. America can encourage parent’s to-bring their children |to
work for safety seminars on an array of safety material, from stranger danger to
bike and swimming pool safety They can then’fingerprint and photograph the

‘children. Thls would serve several purposés. Companies will go far toward

fuffilling their responsibility to promote family values.’ It wouid go a‘iong way .
towards raising awareness about the need to protect the children. it would give
parents a good excuse to discuss-safety with their children. it would educdte.

.children in & positive reaffsrmlng way and give them knowledge to avoid |
. cornpromising or endangering situations. -Finally, it would again reaffirm the

administration's commitment to our youth. | recommend January 3, Polly’ s
birthday' If this makes sense to you, | would love to work on thls pr0|ect

: Secondly, and this is much more ambitious, but worth considering. A Natu)nal

Department of Children’s Rights: This idea means the establishment of a new
bureaucracy, but it alse sends a very |mportant message to the nation. Chlldren
are our most important priority. We will do whatever is necessary to pretect

‘them and ensure that they receive the tools necessary to provide that they have

the opporiunity to- grow up into safeand productive citizens. Il also dnve the .
Republican's crazy. ' If you ' want to-know more, let me know and I'll expand on
the idea. ¢ \

- Finally, | will be in Wash:ngton on Thursday to testify with Marc Rotenber g on

HR 3508, the “Children’s Privacy Protection and Parental Empowerment Act
This is-the first | plece of federa[ fegislation to come d!rectly from our. Foundatlon )

- efforis.

Sincerely, R . o '

MNe

. Marc Kfaas -

-5633
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Message

Dear Bruce:

;*v "ThanK you so much 1873 arrangmg -the. Presudent g drticle’forour- newslerter The second edition is due for
—publication in-the-next-two weeks —lt-featurés.-an. afticlé. by Oxnard _California Police Chief Harold Hurtt, His
subject is SHOCAF, a pro- -active approach to dealing with viclent youthful offenders. His success with
SHOCAP has resulted in dramatically reducing viclent erime in Oxnard, We will publish the third edition .
prior to Chrisimas lo take advantage of year end charitable donations. If the President’s arlicle could be
ready Ly then | would appreciate it greatly. . :

. . I
President Clinton s more impressive every day. Mo other President has committed to children as Mr.
Clinton has done. He was in the Bay Area yesterday and promised to get all schools on the Internet by
: 2001 This will dramatically improve the content of the Internet and the quality of educational resource

available. He has more than kept the promise he made to me the first tirme | met him in the White House
I

I was at the California DOJ the cther day getting an overview of the VCIC, The VCIC maximizes use of .
computer technology and can revolutionize law enforcement, This ¢riminal tracking and monitoring
database affords one stop shopping fer local law enforcement. Director Randy Rossi calls it the most
imporlant law enforcement toot introduced in the past 20 years. The possibilities of the system far exceed
initial expectations. Phase one of the VCIC will be fully implemented within & months. The funding for
phase one is secure, Phase bwo will be able to stop paroled felons in their tracks. However, they are

. concerned that state funding will not be available for this effon. :

| have good news and bad inews about California's new sex offender registry with public notification, Tha

good news s that 10% of the cails to the (B00)# are positive hits. By DOJ calculations that means that over

- 15,000 children will not face possible molestation. The bad news is that this service has not received nearly
the publicity it deserves. Therefore, most parents are unaware of its existence. | am working with the DoJ .
to get the word out.

This was intended as a qulck nete, | have let it get out of hand, Thank you for your induigence. "As afways
fam..

Your Friend, : ) . . . _
‘(uf Klano . ' :

Marc Klaas
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September 18, 1995
Mr. Bruce Reed
President Bill Clinton
Washington D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Reed:

'3‘_‘ Thi"'is‘rto ‘inform_you:on: updates‘*on: Foundatlon' ctivities, The Foundation has been keeping a Iow
prof le-ovef the® past seveéral‘monthsfat the: requesi—oﬁﬂ'ne District Attorney assigned to prosecute Polly" s
kiter. He is concerned that high profite efforts may poliute the jury selection process. Liz Ecke remgned
from the Foundation in June to pursue her own path. In future, please contact either B.J. Klaas or
myself, Qur new address is: P.Q. Box 925, Sausalito, CA 94966 phone (415} 331-6867; fax (41‘:)'
331-5633.

During- September and.-October 1994, we distributed 500,000.copies of .Polly's Guide to a Safe
Halloween with the assistance and sponsorship of Safeway Stores. '

in April and May 1995, we fingerprinted and photographed 3,000 children, and distributed child safety
information to. 10,000 children and their families in metropolitan Phoenix, Anizona with the assistance of
the Maricopa County Sheriff's Department. :

Last Fall we were involved in a petition drive that gathered 1,200,000 signatures from arcund qie
country for Truth In Sentencing iegistation,

Our Community Empowerment Program has motivated many cities in East Contra Costa Countylto
fight community based crime by organizing Neighborhood Watch programs.

This Summer and Fall we are co-sponsoring 500 child safety days with the Child Safety Network and
local Kiwanis Clubs throughout the United States.

Recent legislative commitments have taken the Foundation to New York, where we helped inﬂuerjce
the New York State Assembly to re-consider Megan's Law. After two years of defay it finally sailed
through the Assembly 140-9. New York is now the 44th State with a sex offender registry and the 27lh
State to offer some form of community notification.

In addition to the arti-crime legislation we sponsored in California last year, the Foundation is: also
working with the Federal Government to secure full implementation of the Interstate |dentification Index.
A voluntary, decentralized national criminal history record system established to strengthen the state
repository of criminal records. The lil ties them together into a viable interstate system that makes[ rap
sheet information available to all law enfercement.

We are committed to Megan's Law, Truthin Sentencing legistation, tracking and monitoring system for -
violent felons, and longer prison terms for predators who victimize children.

The Foundation newsletter, the Kiaas Action Review recently premiered with 2 mailing of 10,000 coples
to citizens and leaders throughout the Nation, Child safety information, a children's section, e::pen
guest writers and updates on Foundation activities will be featured quarterly.

All of these accomplishrnents have cost the Foundation less than $20,000.

As we approach the two year anniversary of Polly's tragedy and the beginning of the frial, we wﬂi
redouble our efforts to establish a legacy on Polly's behalf. The Foundation is sirong in commﬂment
and resolute in desire to make a lasting and positive impact on the treatment of children in the United
States.

P.0.Box 925 + Sausalito, CA 94966 - Tel: (415} 331-6867 - Fax: (415) 331-5633 - E Mail: klaas_l@crl.com
[

f
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History:

During a slumber party in October of 1993,
12 year old Polly Hannah ' Klaas was
abducted at knife-point from her Petaluma,
California "home. Thousands - of residents
from the surrounding | community
immediately responded with the largest
manhunt in American history. Hundreds of
selfless volunteers abandoned normal daily
routines for 65 days. They answered
countrywide calls, read thousands of letters
and searched for Polly. A mass distribution
of 2 billion images -of Polly was sent
worldwide. She had soon become a symbol
of love and lost innocence. '

The world froze one cold evening in
December when the media reported that
Polly, “America’s Child,” the beautiful girl
with the warm brown eyes shown smiling in
home videos for millions of TV viewers, was
not found alive. The country was outraged.
The public cried out for change in legislation
and pro-action in crime prevention.

“Polly was faced with a choice few people

ever have to make,” said her father, Marc

Klaas. “By putting herself in mortal danger
to protect her family and friends, Polly has
become my greatest teacher.” Marc Klaas
immediately dove into a campaign to put
children higher on the national priority list.
With no prior media, political or public
speaking experience, he immediately became
savvy in affecting pro-active legislation, and
- sought to advocate children’s issues and
speak out on cnme prevention.

Within a year the Marc Klaas Foundation for
Children was formed. '

Objective:

The Marc Klaas Foundation for Children’s
single objective is to stop crimes against
children. “This year I have witnessed our
country echo my cry that there is no more
time to lose. People demand answers and
request leadership in the area of crime
prevention, particularly, regarding crnimes
against children,” said Marc Klaas. “How
much more are we going to take?”

The mission to stop crimes against
children will engage our organization in

the following areas:

affecting state and federal legislation that
will protect children;

standardizing uniform laws for cnmmals .

‘who target chlldren,

providing communities with proat':t'i've
steps for creating safer neighborhoods;

promoting nationwide parental awareness
and child safety tips.

Nationally, Marc Klaas has impacted
thousands of people who have subsequently
created a momentum for change and action
regarding children’s issues, lcglslatlon and
pro-action in crime prevention.

You can support our efforts by becoming
aware of the legislation that is being passed,
being aware of what is going on in. your
neighborhood, and loving your children.
Let’s all work together and make it possible
to end crimes against children now.

4773 Sonoma Hwy., Box 85, Santa Rosa, CA 95409 -~ Phone:(707)537-1154 ~ Fax:(707)53?-0482
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- What You Can Do To Help

Spread the word that we exist. Qur goal is not to protect children’s rights. It is to establish chi.iidren's
rights by affecting legislation that will protect children; providing communities with pro-active steps for
crealing safer neighborhoods; promoting parental awareness and child safety tips. Together we can create
a safe and crime free environment for our children, and insure that the world that our children inherit from
us is safer and more secure than the one we inherited from our parents.
Nothing is more important than the safety and protection of our children. The key is education and
prevention. Never take children for'granted. Teach them self-esteem and self-preservation. They have to
realize that they can listen to their feelings, and talk to trusted grown-ups about their probleins and
concerns. (ive them Lhe tools necessary to protect their own safety. Teach your child the buddy system.
Typically, the child that is alone is the child that is vulnerable. When you are shopping, never carry so
many packages that you have to let go of your child’s hand. Fingerprint your children and keep a'cutrent
photo in a safe place. We must: invest the resources necessary to make their lives mearungful and
productive.

Adults must be educated as well. Although we are very busy people who are pulled in many directrons, we
cannot ignore our children’s upbringing. Parents must take personal responsibility for their children’s
nurturing. Just because we have the ability to create a child doesn’t mean that we have the right Lo abuse
them. Please don’t look the other way. Children deserve a higher place on our personal and national
prionty lists. :

Know your neighborhood. It’s one of the most important things you can do to guarantee the safety of your
children. Show them the safest places to play, and areas to avoid, like dark alieys. Most importantly,
know your neighbors. The more you know about your neighborhood, the safer your family will be. Work
with your local law enforcement to organize a neighborhood watch program. Remember, it takes the
village to raise the child.

Volunteer at your children’s school, or in an after school program. When Polly was kidnapped, the entire
community of Petaluma volunteered to find her. People from all walks of life proved to the world that you
don’t have to be rich and famous to make a difference. You can be a role model to your family and
community by simply volunteenng for a cause that is meaningful. There is nothing more meaningful than
your children. :

Telephone or write to your legislators at all levels and demand that they support laws that are protective of
and designed to benefit children.  Support Truth in Sentencing, sex offender registration laws that offer
community notification, and data-base tracking systems. If we can secure a safe future for our children
then we will create a safe nation fjbr all innocent citizens. '

The Marc Klaas Foundation for Children is seeking funding to further assist our pro-activeieﬂ‘orts to
stop crimes against our children, Contribute to our Foundation and together we can cre-ate a safe
and productive future for all children.

4773 Sonoma Hwy., Box 85, Santa Rosa, CA 95409 ~ Phone:(707)537-1154 -~ 'Fax:(707$537-0482
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Marc .Klaas starts
hew foundation .

ey

PAU'LA K. HARRIS

it sid
“Alriost a’ year after, lhe abduc- |
tion and murder of his daughier, !
Marc Klaas'- sald he is: followmg '
" his “desuny -in establlshmg a/

new.. foundauon_ i f

‘Klaas, who announccd lhe for- |
mation of ‘the Mare Klaas Foun- !
dation . for ledren at the Stae |
Capitol  Building'' in ‘Sacramento !
Thursday; said he was compelled |
0 conlinue his rruss:on wuhm a
new sgucture, %< :
. *What I need is a- vehjc!e for"
e 10 do lhe Lhmgs that are’ neces- !
sary: for- me ‘as ‘a: person,” sa:d_-
Klaas. “I’s not 10 take’ away from:
the . Polly: Fomdauon _ir's: really:
more. 1o augment lhaL To!: con-::’
linue to - address crimes: agamst :
children but in dxfferept avenues.”:
.z In-the: past there-has. deﬁnuely :
been some friction between Marc
and.the board. Particularly about:
what" direction the board wanted
to take and ‘What Marc wanted,™
explained - Maureen Dixon, “a"
volunicer . with the Polly .Klaas
Foundation. “He wanis to be able-
to move forward and move quick-
Ty. Tt takes-longer with a board ,
there are more people lo con-‘;
sider,” -

Dixon; who has workcd at the
foundation since its inception last:
October, said members of the,
P‘(:ull)r Klaas Foundation are” sup-
portive of Klaas’ decision 0]
move on, but also heartened’ ihat;
he imends to remain on the board. f

‘“That's a good sign,” .she.

noled. “We’re hoping that the two_ .

foundations can work together.”

Jay Silverberg, speaking for lhc
Polly Klaas Foundation, echocd

the sentiment, saying that he

wishes Klaas success and offers

him support. “I expect to work

shoulder 10 shoulder with him on
mesnnr.typeof:ssues " he said. -

. Klaas gamered nalionwide' at- .
le.m.lon for his aggressive. lobby-
ing for the need. for tougher state”
laws dealing w:th hdnappmg and
v:olemcnme

“ Last monith, Klaas was callcd to

'Washmgton by President Clinion
and his emotional ‘message was"

credited with hel mg to;
crime bill.
“Yye got - do t!us"

driven Klaas Wednesday, “T’ve.

really got no choice personall'
and [ need (0 somechow ‘make

living, which I've not been able 10/
do aL the Polly Klaas Founda' :

lmn
Klaas has stau:d thal he wlll no

|
|

refum 10 his prior job: funning a

car rental franchise in.San Fran-'!

¢is¢o because he intends to devote
himself to children's issues,
. Klaas’ new foundation will

.»8tant small with a.three-member’
board conswung “of "Klaas, his
~:business associate of eight*
--months, Elizabeth Ecke, and an
“attorney from the San Francisco *
“law firm of Jac son, Tufts, Cole,
_and Black..

: Ecke, 38 owner of a Santa

Rosa executive” recruiting ' com-
* ‘pany, ‘said she has worked with
“Klaas sincé January, handlmg
:.busmess affairs. =

. “There was just something very '
-magncuc about Marc'— his pas-
sion, his commiiment. [ wanted to -

help him succeed,” she said.

" 'The non-profit ‘Marc Klaas
Foundation for Children - will
work from Ecke's Santa Rosa
home office.

I L =

R e e m w— e s

“We don’t have any money
we're usmg my savings,” said
Ecke. “We have a zillion peop]e
who want fo endorse us, but we're
going 10 be extremely seleciive.
We're not: ifto quick endors«,
ments. We don’ t want (o commer-
cialize Polly.”

- She added that lhe new found.a

i

}

-tion has been approached by_ E

numerous businesses eager o

offer their services and expertise.
"Were becoming a  magrét for
brilliant

posmvc.

pro- acuvc,
people.” o

: :She ssud Lhe Marc Klaas Foun-.

dation for Children ‘is’ curremly
working on creating a series of
Halloween safety tips which. will

be diswibuted through Safeway '

Stores and Chevron gas siations:
In,February, 1995, the founda
‘tion, will host a national crime
swnmit in Los Angeles, titled
“Beyond Folitics: Jusiice for our
Children.”. President Clinton_ has

been’invited to attend the' sum:ml. . |

which plans to address the issues
surrounding habitual violent of-
fenders from all perspectives.

“Thegoal is 10 be able to- ldkc
an evening walk, watch the stars
and feel safe out Ihcre, s.md
Ecke.

Klaas co founded lhe

Petaluma-based non-profit Polly

Klaas' Foundation to run the
search- after "his "12- year—old
daughter’ was snatched from her
home by a knife- wleldmg stra.nger
lasl Oclober. '

“The "ill-fated ' search for lhe' |
Petaluma schoolgirl ended’ when

ex-conv1ct Richard Allen D.ius
led investigators to her body just -
south’ of Cloverdale in Decemnber.
Davis is béing held in Sonoma

‘County Jail pending a Feb., 14,
- 1995 rrial date,

The Polly Klaas FOund.auon
has since been msr.rumemal in
safely recovering several missing
children nationwide. |
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By MARC KLAAS

1l of California expressed outrage
over the kidnapping and murder of
my daughter Polly, She touched the
sou] of the entire nation. She inspired
works of art and poetry. Her beautiful face
and the grace of her movement made
Erown men cry.

Polly’s tragedy also highlighted many of
the inequities of our criminal justice sys-
tem and the way it relates to children. She
was an innocent child, having a slumber

party in the sanctity of her own home. She

was stolen and murdered by a habitual vio-
lent felon who had no right being out in so-
ciety.

I since have volunteered my time and

energies to correct some of those inequi-

ties, and in so dotng, have both raised and
been the target of criticism.

Everything I have done since the night
the innccence died was to make Polly
proud of me, I will never abandon that
goal. She was my teacher. She sacrificed
for others. In the aftermath of Polly’s
death I dedicated my energies toward
passing anti-crime legislation that is pro-
tective of and designed to benefit children.

The result of a year of hard work has
been fruitful, but by no means fulfilling.
After all, we can create bilis from now un-
til Armageddon, and Polly is still dead. It is
‘the grim finality of death that drives my
anger, my sadness and my energy.

Politicians, activists, news anchors,
talk-show hosts and others used herasa
symbol. The economics of their profes-
sions demand that they do so. 1 have vol-
unteered all of my time and efforts to
spare other children my daughter’s tragic
fate. My grief was so great in the months
following her death that [ did not direct
much attention to the actions of others.

Asmy awareness returned, so did my
commitment to hold on to what was no
longer mine. All that was left of my daugh-
ter was a memory, and I determined that
her legacy was going to be of my design.
When I disagreed with others I spoke out

P!olly Klaas

“Everything I have done

was to make Polly proud.”

KLAAS is the father of Poliy Kfaas and founder
of the Marc Klaas Foundation for Children in
Santa Rosa, which is dedicated 1o protecting
children from violent crime.

) .ina public forum. '
Gov. Wilson and others used Polly’s

tragedy to create anti-crime legislation

- that protects innocent p=ople. As a result
| of last February's crimeiconference,

: have worked with the gavernor on a num-

" ber of these laws: Assembly Bill 2500,

- which informs the public of the records of

conwcted child molesters; Senate Bill
112X, which gives law enforcement toals to

| protect the public; Senate Bill 26X, a “one

+ strike” law aimed at vicious rapists and
ichild molesters. '

i We created these bills to secure a safe
I state for our children and for all innocent
cltmens

There is other leglslanon Idonot agree
with. I thought that Polly was immediately
exploited for the benefit.of Proposition
184, the “three strikes” initiative, and |
was vocal in my criticism, [ think that the
| California three strikes law is bad policy.

! The governor and most other politicians
do not. I was disappointed when a more fo-
cused “three-time loser” bill failed to
reach the November ballot. You can’t win
every battle. You can only fight them.

I have been criticized for capitalizing on
my daughter’s death, That is not true, I
could have accepted a book or television
movie deal and taken the money and run,
but [ am not motivated by economic gain.

: | sacrificed a comfortable lifestyle without

regret to seize the moment and drive for

! legislative change before people forgot.

In my mind, there is no time to waste,
| because everything can change in the
blink of an eye. Unfortunately politicians

g | are extremely deliberate in their actions.
FLEPHOTO  They must weigh and balance many fac-

. tors. They must answer to their constitu-

ents and protect their positions. My per-
ceptions and orientations are different. 1
want to change the world to protect chil-
dren. I have nothing to lose in my quest.
We are waging a war agamst violent
crime. In order to have any chance of win-
ning, we must Jook toward the future and
we must all work together. We must be

_strong in our commitment to win the war,

but we must be smart as well. The future
of our children is not a partisan, religious
or racial issue. It is a human issue. The
world our children inherit from us must be

. safer and more secure than the one we in-
" herited from our parents.




By Marc Klaas, Founder :
Marc Klaas Foundation for Children

The pecpie of the United States -
expressed outrage over the kidnapping
-and murder of my daughter Polly. She -
touched the psyche of the entire countey. - &

- She inspired works of art and poerry.
Her beautifui face and the grace of her
movement made grown mencty.

Polly’s cragedy highlighted many .

_ of-the inequities of the criminal juscice
system. She was an innocent lictle gird,
having a slumber party in the sanctity -
of her own home. She was stolenand .
murdered by a violent felon with an

" extensive criminal record who had no
right being in society. :

[n Polly’s naine, America :
expressed outrage and demanded that children’s issues and
czimes against children be put at the top of our priorities.
Recent events in Florida and South Carolina, however, have
jeopardized any gains. In both instances, children were mur-
dered by parents and their disappearance was blamed on fic-
citious strangers.

This “crying wolf” can make an already cynical sociery
complacent the next time a young child is reported kid-
napped. We must guard against chat happening. The lessons
from California, where the citizens of Petaluma searched for

my daughcer, proved chat a massive response and cooperation

among volunteers, the news media, and law enforcement
agencies are necessary to secute a resolution to such crises.

This goal was accomplished successfully this past July in-

Lodi, Catifornia, wich the safe retumn of twelve-year-old
Katie Romanek within twenty hours of her disappearance.
Such events have heightened our awareness of crimes against
children. Unfortunately, in other cases, the deception of
h0m1c1dal parents tends to blur the focus.
This is not a new phenomencn. According to the Us

" Department of Justice, approximately 1,300 chlldren are
murdered by their parents each year. . '

Chris Harcher, a clinical psychologist at the Unu..rf:rsm,r
of California, San Francisco, has studied fifteen such cases, -
* finding that the majority of these parents are biological

mothers under the age of chirty. The victims usually are girls.

The scenario almost always is a carjacking or mall abduction,
because this is how TV portrays kidnappings. The parent

© often desires a significant life change in which the child or
children play no part.

The tragic case this past November of Michael and
Alex Smith in Union, Souch Carolina, once again drew a
nation together. We all wished against hope that the children
. would be found alive and returned co their family. Their
mother, Susan Smith, betraved her children, their father, her

commumty, and her country, buc we
mustn't become jaded by the experience.-
We are better people for it. Ouranger -
at that deception must be perceived as

.a bonding that crossed racial and reli-
gious lines and brought us together.

' Michael and Alex mobilized the -
communicy of Union. They touched
lives. Ordinary people rose to heights

- they didn't realize were possible. They
fought, searched, and prayed for the lit- .
tie boys. They became role modelsto |
their own children, their community,
and their country simply by fighting for
the lives of two little boys.

. The news media focusedthe
world’s attention on the event. As the.

"days turned like pages in a gripping

chnller, the reporters doggedly pursued the story. They were

sensitive to the needs of the Smith family. They realized that
the best way to recover Michael and Alex was to get their
images aired, keep the storyalive, and focus on law enforce-.
menr's investigation. Theyaccomplished all of this admirably.
Under che leadership of Sheriff Howard Wells, law
enforcement investigatéd the reported abduccion. The sher:
iff worked closely with state and federal agencies to pursue |,

“all possible scenarios and follow leads from across the coun-,

tey. They forgot the first rule of being good cops; they became
emotionally invalved. They acted as if the boys were their own.
There is a finalicy to deach. If we ate to make our society
safer for this and fuzure generations of children, we must never.
forget the lessons that these marvelous children and the
many other unforcunate young victims of violence have left

- us. Those are lessons of love, unity, commitment, and loss. .

Their gifts have been wasted. Their contributions tc

" society will neverbe known in life. So let us learn from chem
- indeath. Michael and Alex now sit at the right hand of God. -
Their untimely departures have caught us that there isno

time to waste.
Susan Smich entered a dark room and couldn’t tumn on

the light. She is an aberrarion. This cannot distract us from

what we accomplished. All of America achieved greatness.
We did what we had to do. We were united in our hope and

concem for the welfare of the children.

Together we took up the call that is fundamental
throughout 5o much of the world: It takes the village to raise
the child. I have come to believe chat this concept containg
an essential truism that cannot, must not, be ignored.

Marc Klaas is the father of Polly Klaas, a twelve-year-old'gir]
who was kidnapped from her home on October [, 1993. He since
has dedicazed his life wo raising children's rights and crimes agairist
children w the op of the United States’ pncrnry list.

KIWANIS m February 1995
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- New foundation a going « concern

Marc K]aas goal
1is to'stop crimes
against children

. By JAY GAMEL
Argus-Courber Staff

" Marc Klaas has taken his in-

“tense, lets-do-it-now encrgy and

us devoting it full lime to the work -

“of the Marc Klaas Foundation for
_Children, Along with aide Liz
"Ecke, Klaas hales (o see a day go
~hy without doing something to
..stop child abduction, abuse and
“murder. _

From sponsoring neighborhood
~walch organizational meetings o
. selting up child fairs to fingerprin(-
) ing and making identification kits
{for thousands of kids -at child
! safety fairs, Klaas and Ecke are
ibusy traveling to Arizona,
! Southern California or éven across
' the bay Lo further their work.

E “People want 1o be empowered

‘and we’re telling them how.to em-

' + power themselves,” Klaas said in a
: recent l.nte.rvlew

:- Klaas' 12-year-old daughter,

‘Polly, was abducted from her

’home and murdered in October of
1993, Klaay was recently [ired

' from the board of directors of the

* folindation established with money
' donated 1o help find Polly during
« the three-month period before her

-body was discovered next to a

-frceway in Cloverdale, The main
s 1cason cited by both parties for
-Klaas departure was his im-

.paucnce with the speed al which -
.Lhe Polly Klaas Poundauon s

1 directors moved.

+  The Marc Klaas Foundation for
* Children was formed in Sepiember
: of 1994, before his departure from
rthe Polly Klaas Foundation. The
. goals of the new organization arc
'to work with siate and federat
' legislation to protect children,
‘_sr.andardwe taws for ciminals who
target children, provide steps for

creaung sale neighborhoods and

promol.e national parental aware-
ness and child safety Lips.

The bowom line :s, Marc Klaas
"wants 10 stop crimes agamst
" children.

“We wanl o stop abuse now,”
Klaas said. “That's what we're

 working for. We have a 8;mn"‘-'a::cumn:eﬂ:.ml traveling exposition. .

" “We will mun child safety days in

scnse of urgency over what we're
*irying to do-here. They (the Polly
'Klaas' Foundation directors) say
- they are Niguring out how to do
business in 2014. We want 1o be
out of business by then. We are
much more concermned -with the
here and now and the children whe
have been abused and who have

Liz Ecke and Marc Klaas say they hate to see a day go by without doing something to stop
child abduction, abuse and murder. - .

hed crimes committed against

them since : the: lime the Polly;
Klaas Foundation was formed in’
.October of 1993,ithan we are with’

what’s going to be happenm_g to

. children 20 vears from now.”

“We don't know how Lo end

' child abuse,” Klaas admits. “Tt ul-.
timately comes down to parental,’

community and , governmental

responsibility. It’ ¢ all about creai- -

ing a safer world and people work-

ing together to do that " e
It's the simple things that can. be

done now that work, Kleas: says.

“You do not have to be a rocket

scientist 10 Jmow that if you are

working with law enforcement and -

you have signs up in your neigh-
borhood that say we care about our

children and we have ‘neigh-:
borhood watch  programs that.

that’s going 10 ‘deter ‘somebody

who might be interested in molest- .

ing children in that area. This is

© common sense and these are cam- ¢
mon sense approaches that work.™ -

Klaas vecentty returned from ™
Arizona where he is working with *

conjunction with this promotion.”
Klaas® message hits hoe many

places he goes. More than 1,000

people gathered for an “Emergen-
cy Town Meéling” in QOsakiey,’

.where Polly’s grandfather, Joe -
Kiaas, spoke to an attentive

aud:c.ncc about Lhe need Lo ma.ke
safer neighborhoods. .

Another job at Lthe Marc K]ans
Foundation is pulling together a
lot of. data now  scaltered
throughout the cou.ntry in various
states and organizations, .

“We put together a crime sheel
for Arizona,” Ecke said, “It was
sométhing “hey did. not have. We
Jjust collaie the information,”

And’ the. facls make for grim
reading, eccording to Klaas, He

says. that over 1 million children

are abducted or run away every
year, While most of the abductions

~are. by a non-custodial parent,

nearly ‘one-third ‘are done by
peoaple who intcnd harm, :
“We are trying to raise aware-
ness of crimes against children and
children's issues,” Klaag said,
So far, the Marc Klaas Founda-
tion has been operaling on a shoe-
string budget, although Klaas

would. like to -take in. enough .-

maney for a full-time paid stalf,
"We don't- have money and- wc

find that we can get the things we

have '10'do without a‘lot of fund-*

ganizations and we hind corpora-

tions' who are willing to under- _
“write owr travel ‘expenses so that

we can get our message cul.”
Klzas hopes Lo line up corporate
sponsors. “They realize that the
children are their consumers of
tomorrow and if they can do some-

Klaas said. #We  [ind prs -

thing 10 insure that those children
are going to be there, it's benefi-—
cial o them. There's a 'feel good’
aspect 10 it, they are doing some-
thmg to pro:mlf. a safer’ com-
munity.

On the leglslau ve side, Klaas is
involved on both the slale and na-
tonal level. He is working wilh
Assemblywoman PBarbara Albee
on legislaton to make swranger ab-
duction a capital offense.

" “I'm also working with the
Senate Governmental Affairs

Committee, spicifically Sen.

Byron Dorgan fram North Dakota,
on the Inierstaie Identification
Index, a national wacking system
for felons. It .3 a voluntary
database systemn run through the.
FBI where ecach individual stale
feeds in informadon regarding

-parpled felons. This was set up

under the Child Protection Act of
1984. Twenty stales and the Dis-
trict of Columbia are in total non-
compliance withit" .
- The foundation will be issuing
“its - first newsletter by the end. of.
lhe momh The Marc Klags Foun-
dation cen be contacted at
537-1154.
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PoIIy s dad _runs nostop campaaagn

By Valerie Chow Bush

Independent Journal reporter

One vear afler Polly's tragic
death, Marc Klaas sti)] wears his an-
guish on his sleeve — literally.

It's laLe afternoon and Klaas
sporis 8 while T-shirt depictling a
purpie rihbor on its sleeve. Embla-
zoned under the ribbon is a father's
urgent plea: “Remember Poliy.”

Framed pholos of his daughter fifl
.the cramped living roon of Kiaas'
Sausalito apartment. A clay bust of
the beatific 12-year-uld dominates
the fireplace mantel. 1t is framed by
two candles in her favorite color —
purple. Above it, on the wall, hangs a
large watercolor painting of “Pully's
Peace Ruse.”

There are chilling reminders, too,
of her kidnapping and death.

Severa!l cardboard boxes are scat-
tered on the fluor, bearing the ab-

duetiun flier that became a consiant -

and terrifying sight on telephune

- poles, in supermarkets and in mml— .

boxes last Oclober.
““]t's been a truly difficult year,"

. Klass says with a sigh. “1'miss her.'l

smilé: ] miss her tuuch.”

“with, hig, wife, Violet, ‘and his par-

" ents. He urges others to share the
day with their families il they want
to think of Polly on Octuber 1.

The past 12 munths have trans-
formed Klaas, placing the unce-pri-
vate Marin resident center stage.

- A year ago, he was a father'and the
manager of & car renLal _agency in
San Francisco. :

. Today, heisa recogmzed chempl-
on of children’s rights. -

.Turn on the television or upen a

newspaper and there is Klaas. He
was at the White House, standing
next tn President Clintun as he
signed his crime hill several weeks
ago. Last week, he hil the airwaves,
pushing his new foundation, the
Marc Klaas Foundation for Chil-
dreu.

“I don't know that I chose this

role or if it chose me,” he says. “I-

just started to run and I didu't stop.”

Klaas says he's learned important-

lessons about the ruugh-and-tumble
world of politics along the way that
have left him cynical, but wiser.

He admits, for examnple, that he
erred in backing the “Three Strikes,
You're Out” legislalion so soon after

. Pully's death. Once one of ils most

vocal supporters, Klaas switched his

- position and signed the ballot pam-

i phlet argument against the Novem-
. ber initiative in July.

The initiative is the twin of a law

| passed in March. It lengthens prison

terms for two-time felons and re-

quires lifetime senlences for serious

. Klags plans tu cummemurale Pol-
~1y's death “*very: privaiely”:al home’

three-time losers. Oppunents, in-

cluding Klaas, have criticized the

tneasure because it: would make the
third “strike™ applicable tu any felu-
ny, such as residential burglary.

“1 reversed an uninformed opin- -
ion,” Klaas said. “They lold me it
stood for one thing, and it stood for
only part of that. | )

*I woold never do Lo a grieving fa--
ther what was done 10 me or my
family,” he said bitterly. “They
signed me up for a hill when I was at
an emotional low peint and didn't
have any defenses Lo speak of.”

Now a seasuned political p]eyer
Klaas insists he can continue to
have an important role in the enu-

‘crime and child-abuse arenas.

From day oue of Polly's abduc'-
tion, he has been a man possessed —

“initially with finding Polly and, lat-

er, with fighting ch:ld abuse. He re-

-heIpmg people,”.

tuses to slow down. Or turn down a
cry for his help, -

“He doesn't- waste a mivute in
‘said Lisa Dahl of
Larkspur, who called on Klaas for
support when her 23-year-uid son
Justin Jones of Fairfax was mur-
dered in San Francisco in late
» March. “He is never far away. He

Twilt callyouina moment if you need”

* him for anything.”

Just last week, Klaas annuunced

the creation of a new foundation,

separate from the Polly Kiaas Foun. _

dation, to help deai with repeat sex
offenders and to “end child abuse in
this generation.”

The foundation hasn't rmsed any
money yet, but Klaas has big plans
far the ﬂedgimg group. )

It will convene a:conference on
crime at the Century Plaza Hote! in
Los Angeles this Febrmrv The by-

Tragedy put

Marc Klaas into
the spotiight, .
turning him into a -
national figure in -
chiid protection
issues.

IJ phata/Mariin Kiimek

invilation-only event will bring {o-
gether political leaders, law enforce-
ment’ officials, schulers and child
abuse advocates.

Klaas also is in the process of d_e-
veloping a computer sofiware game
designed to teach children about
avoiding alductién and -abuse.

‘All this activity has exacted a
Leavy personal toll on Klaas.

“I've heen kind of dancing naked .

on the table for the last ten months,”
he said, flashing a rare smile.

But as a father iz mourning, he
fears inner refléction will be Lo

painful.

“It would be nice to have days off
time to mysell,” he said.

Then, cradling his' head in hlb
hand, he added: “I'm kind of afraid
of lhet It would give me too much
tlme to think about Polly.” .

r

SPOTLIGHT: .
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FOUNDLTION

foe Children

' SUMMARY OF GOALS - |
MISSION - . | ?

To stop crimes against our children in this generation. ' |

SCOPE i

We have established a national momentum for change. The work of our Foundation has forever changed the approach to crimes
against children in the fields of awareness, legislation and pro-active crime prevention, It is important to continu:'; our nationwide
campaign on all levels in order to elevate and promote children’s issues at the top of our national priority list.

ORGANIZATION

The public, media, law enforcement and government at all levels have been responsive to our ongoing campaign. We have achieved
national influence with minimal staffing or financial resources. To date, we have been functioning with two full- tim'le volunteers and
the support of volunteer consultants. The organizational development of this foundation requires six salaried pmfessnonals who
maintain a high standard of quality and perform with a requisite sense of urgency. :

PROGRAMS | S -

Polty’s Guide to a Safc Halloween - Dlstnbuted 500,000 copies through California Safeway Stores in Septcmber. and October of
1994, .

Kiwanis International - Cosponsoring 1,100 Child Safetj« Days throughout Summer of 1995, Target ! million chi[dr:en.

Community Nclghborhood Watch - St. Helena Bethel Island, Oakley, Benecia, Napa and Pittsburg California. Groups of 50-1, 000
people.

. |
Newsletter - Updates on legislation, crime prcvchﬂon, resources and tips, heroes, and special guest writers. Distribut:ion 1,000,
| ' _

MILESTONES | o |

Beyond. Politics: Justice for our Children - A national summit impacting legislatures, senior law enforcement in 50 states held in
1995. ‘
Budget: $200k

|
National Newsletter to 50,000 - Updates on leglslatlon crime prevention, resources and tips, heroes, and special guest writers.
Budget: $10k : _ i
Community Neighborhood Watch - Meetings and materials. for 50 groups rhroughout the nation in 1995.
Budget: $40k

Educational Video Game - Non-violent, non-domineering and rewarding game.
Budget: $80k o : ' '

CrimeLink - GIS mapping software to assist local law enforcement.
Budget: $80k

Administration, communications, consultants, operations, travel. Salaried staff of six. .-
Budget: $220k : : o ' !

: i
4773 Sonoma Hwy., Box 85, Santa Rosa, CA 95409 ~ Phone:(707)537-1154 ~ Fax:(7 07)537-04;82
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POUNDATILION

foe Clileren

MARC KLAAS ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Marc Klaas has been instrumental in the passage of five California State anti-crime bills. All of this legislation is designed to increase the protecuon of childeen,
At the Federal Crime Bill signing, President Clinton dedicated the Crime Bill to Polly Klaas and two other crime victims. Mr. Klaas has met several times with

President Clinton and U.5. Attormey General Janet Reno:

Panelist:

s World Affairs Council - Philadelphia, PA

s Governor Wilson's Crime Summit - Los Angefes, CA |

» Radio and TY News Direclor's Associalion Annual Canvention - Walnut
Creek, CA ,

+  San Diego State University

Lepislative Testimony:

*  Comecting The Revolving Door of Justice: Approaches and Soluticns to
Recidivism - House Judiciary Sub-commitiee - Washingwon, DC

. Interstate Identification Index - Senate Govemmental Affairs Comrruu.ee -

Washingron, DC

AB 1568 Committes On Public Safety (COPS) - Sacramento, CA

AB1368 - Senate Judiciary Committee - Sacramento, CA

AB2500 - COPS Commuties - Sacramento, CA

AB2500 - Senate Judiciary Committee - Sacramento, CA

SB12X - COPS Commiitee - Sacramenio, CA :

SBI1ZX - Senate Judiciary Commitiee - Sacramento, CA

ABP9X - COPS Commutiee - Sacramento, CA

SB26X - COPS Commitiee - Sacramenio, CA

AB3513 - COPS Commutlee - Sacramento, CA

Publications:

San Francisco Examiner - Oct. *93

San Francisco Chronicle - Three Suikes Edilorial

San Francisco Examiner - Three Strikes Editorial

San Diego Union Tribune - Oct. *94

+  Kiwanis Inlemational Magazine - Feb. '95

Keynote Speaker at Conferences:

+  Aflemcon with Janet Reno, Crime Bill - Petaluma, CA

WETIP National Crime Conference - Riverside, CA-

California Alarm Association - Palm Springs, CA

The Junior Statesmen Foundation - Sacramento, CA

&« & 8 & & 8 8 8 &

-
-
-
-

* & & @

m I
Business Crime Prevention EXPO *94 - Qakland, CA
AARP - Sacramento, CA

Govemor Wilson's Crime Rally - Sacramenito, CA

National Victims Rights Week - Decatur, IL

Keynote for Bay Area Group Associations:

League of Women Yoiers Town Hall Debate - Frmo CA
Churchill Club Debale - Palo Alw, CA

Scnoma State University .
International Visitors Center - San Francisco, CA i
Commonwealth Club - Marin County, CA

Congressman Bill Baker's Breakfast Forum - Lafayede, CA
Alameda County Legal Secretary's Associalion - Oakla.nd CA
Central Marin Rotary

Santa Rosa Chamber of Commerce

Rohnen Park Chamber of Commerce

Vacaville Rotary

San Rafazl Rotary

Novato Rotary

Dela Association of Realiors

St. Eugene’s Church - Santa Resa, CA

Chevron Corporstion - San Ramon, CA .

KGO TV - League of Women Voters Debate - San Ramon, CA
Lifespan Race - San Francisco, CA

* & & @

" % & & & & B & & & 8 & 8 b b0

The CATO Instimte Policy Forum - Judging the Crime Bill - Washingon,

Management Unlimited - Pitsbwg, CA
Lioms Club - San Rafael, CA
Nation’s Missing Children - Phoenix, AZ

TY Specials:

Stranger Danger - Linda Ellerbee, Nickelodeon, Lucky Duck Productions
Growing Up Scared, Child Safety Rounchable - Golden Gate Prochuctions
American Journal, Special Correspondent - King World Productions
Lessons of Polly Search - KFTY Santa Rosa, CA

Capa Presse TY - French TY

SATI - German TV

TV Shows:

Today Show - Katie Couric - NBC
Media Watch - McNeil/Lehrer - PBS
Larry King Live - CNN

Good Moming America - Joan Lunden - ABC
CBS Moming News

Eye w Eye - Connie Chung - CBS
Dateline - NBC

Dray Ome - CBS

Under Scrutiny - Jane Wallace - FX
American Journal - “Host” of 4 segmenis
Geraldo

Donahue

Hard Copy

NOW - NBC

Home Show

Willie Brown Show

Suzanne Somers Show

The Talk Channel

TalkBack Live - CWNN

Rolanda

Marilu Show

Momings on 2 - KTVU

Bay TV

Petaluma Community TV

Califomia This Week - KRON TV
South Bay Cablevision - Newark
Judge For Yourself - Bugna Vista TV
Leeza Show - NBC

America’s Missing Children - KMTV
Inside Edition

Leslie Marshall Show

TV Interviews:

Nationwide 50 personal interviews

Newspaper Articles:

Nationwide 100 articles 1o date

Radio Interviews:
Nationwide 80 interviews on major stalions

Magazine Articles:

Nationwide 12 articles w date

4773 Sonoma HH‘}‘.,EBO! 85, Santﬁ Rosa, CA 95409 ~ Phone:(707)537-1154 ~ Fax:(707}537-0482
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Key Findings from . 5B, °;gg‘go?ﬁg |

Wasting America’s Future: '

The Children’s Defense Fund Report on the
Costs of Child Poverty
(Beacon Press, November 1994)

‘I'_._":-_ U'
(s O

. i o
Children’s Defense Tund

Approximately 15 million children in the U.S, five below the federal poverty line, the highest number
in almost three decades. Wasting America’s Future finds that child poverty is an enorimous drain on

~ the U.S. economy, with every taxpayer, business, school and hospital sharing the cost. The book
estimates that:

+ Every year of child poverty at current levels will cost the ecdnomy between $36 billion and $177
billion in lower furure productivity and employment among poar children,

+ These costs to the economy do not include the billions of edditional dollars that will be spent
because of the greater incidence of special education, crime, foster care, or teenage childbearing
resulting from child poverty.

The human costs also are devastatingly high. According to the Kansas Depariment of Health,
*  low-incorme children are:

2 times more likely than others to die from birth defects,

3 times more likely to die from all causes combined,

4 times more likely to die from fires,

5 times more likely to die from infectious diseases and parasites, and
6 times more likely to die from other diseases.

Similarly, poor children have been found to be two or more times as likely ta suffer from a host of other .
problems, including stunted growth, severe physical or mental disabilitics, fatal accidental injuries, fair
or poor heaith, iron deficiency, and severe asthma.

- Wasting America’s Future combines existing research across academic disciplines, and adds newly
+  commissioned academic findings, to show that poverty’s effects are large and far-reaching. Compared
with other problems children face, long-term poverty is often of comparable or greater importance:

» "Family income is a far more powerful correlate of a child's IQ at age five than maternal
education, ethnicity, and growing up in a single-parent family," according to one study cited in
the book.

« Poverty’s effects on child test scores have been found to be independent of mathers”
scores on basic skill tests (sometimes called mother’s 1Q), race, marital status, years of
education, and age at birth, or the mother’s smoking or drinking habits.

» Single-parent families, race, and parent educazion levels cannot explain why children who
experience poverty are consistently two to three times more likely than their peers who are never
poor to become high school dropouts. This parttern is found among Black children and non-
Black children, among those with married parents and those with single parents, and among those
whose mothers finished high school and thase whose mothers did not. 25 F Streer, NW

' Washington. DC 2000
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» The U.5. Department of Education reports that the risk of a student talling behind in schoo!
increases by two percentage points for every year he or she spends growing up in poveny.
Poverty's effects are separate from--and stronger than--those of race. region. having a teen parent,
or living in a one-parent home, according to the Education Department study.

*  The effects of economic hardship on children cannot be attributed simply to intractable problems
of their parents, such as deep-seated cultural or genetic traits or "character flaws.” Such
uncheanging traits by definition cannot explain why problems such as child abuse, family break-
up, and infant mortality tend to worsen or improve when economic conditions worsen or
improve.

Wasting America’s Future traces many of the pathways leading from poverty to ills such as

undernutrition, unsafe housing or family stress -- and from there to health problems, behavior problems,

lower school achievement and & lifetime reduction in earning potential. Poverty likely hurts children

--for a wide variety of reasons, including:

o stress on parents, which can lead to less effective parenting, marital conflict or break-up, and
ultimately to child behavior problems, aggressiveness, [earning problems, and delinquency;

« poor nutrition, which can cause stunted growth {linked to lower academic test scores), iron
deficiency (linked to anemia and deficits in problem-solving, attention span. motor coordination,
and 1Q), low birthweight, and birth defects;

« housing problems such as homelessness (linked to infant mortality, clhronic diarrhes, asthma,
delayed immunizations, family separation, and missed school}, frequent moving (linked to not
completing high school), and utility shut-offs (implicated in home fire deaths):

« worse neighborhoods with inferior schools, exposure to crime, and exposure to toxic chemicals
and polfution; and

« fewer resources for learning outside of school such as infertor child care (linked to child stress
and behavior problems), fewer extracurricular activities end stimufating family activities (linked
to lower school achievement), more onerous home and work responsibilities (linked to lower
school enrollment and atainment), and financial barriers to college.

Wasting America’s Future documents how many targe and small problems accuimnulate and interact to
leave poor children less resilient, more vulnerable, and at elevated risk across-the-board. The number
and complexity of poverty's consequences for children suggest that better services for poor children may
be necessary but not sufficient. Without & direct strategy to provide better jobs and adequate family
income, the book concludes, we are unlikely to remedy the complex effects of poverty on chiidren or
reduce the extraordinary costs that poverty now imposes on American society.

Child poverty is not inevitable. As Children’s Defense Fund president Marian Wright Edeiman notes
in her Introduction, other countries of comparable wealth have far lower rates of child poverty. The
United States can follow a similar path by reducing family poverty through direct job creation,

- supplements 1 low wayes, alTordable child care, increases in the minimum wage, and a national system

of child support enforcement and essurance.

Overseen by a distinguished edvisory panel chaired by Nobel prize-winning economist Robert M. Sclow.,
Wasting America’s Future suggests that Americans should no longer fear the expense of eliminating
child poverty. As Professor Solow notes in his Foreword, "Inaction has its costs, 100.” In fact. writes
Solow, “This book is cause for optimism....The evidence in this volume indicates that ending child
poverty is, at the very least, highly affordable. More likely it is a gain 10 the economy, and to the

Jeselviaccar taveavare and aitieane unthin it !
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March 6, 1995

Mr. Bruce Reed
Domestic Policy Advisor
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Deear Bruce:

Thank you so much for taking time out from your busy schedule to meet with Liz Ecke and me
during our recent visit to the nations Capital. Qur visit to Washington was very busy, hectic and
productive. On Friday, we met with Liz Bowyer from the First Lady’s Office. She was receptive
and we hope to establish a working relationship with her. Unfortunately, Kumiki Gibson was out of
her office that day and we were unable to make contact with her. We wili follow up with a letter.

We wish to reiterate our resolution to be available as a resource to your office on children’s
1ssues, We realize that you are a very busy person with great responsibilities, and as such-are unable
to devote the complete focus and energy necessary to this most important issue facing our society
today. Our mission is to end crimes against children and child abuse in this generation.
Approximately 3 million cases of child abuse are reported annually and between 7.5 and 10 million
children witness domestic violence in their homes every year. One thing that Americans of all
persuasions share is a love of children and a desire to elevate children on our national and personal
priority lists. We will be compiling a list of heroic citizens for your review, These are people who
take extraordinary action without praise or fanfare. This list will follow in a few days.

Americs 1s in desperate need of a new ethic based on the loving and fair treatment of our
children. Those citizens who do not live up to that standard should face severe repercussions and
the message should be loud and clear. “If you choose to commit crimes against or abuse children,
the force of the law will deal with you in a severe and uncompromising manner.” Qur future
depends upon taking responsibility for those who are too small and unable to defend themselves in
either the halls of the legisiature or the mean streets of America.

The Marc Klaas Foundation For Children has a Community Empowenment program thet is very
successful in the San Francisco Bay Area. We draw crowds of up to 1,000 concemed parents and"
citizens who are anxious to work with law enforcement to make their neighborhoods safe from
predators and crime. During the month of Aprnil we will extend this program and a series of child
safety days to Mancopa County, Anizona. Senator’s Kyl and McCain have extended their support
for this drive. By building bridges and working together we can crente a safe society for which we
can al! be proud.

Sincerely,

Mot Klano

Marc Klaas :

4773 Sonoma Hwy., Box 85 ~ Santa Rosa, CA 95409 ~ Tel: (707} 537-1154 ~ Pax: (707) 5370482
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MARC KLAAS FOUNDATION FOR CHILDREN
4773 Sonoma Highway, Box 85
Santa Rosa, CA 95409

FAX COVER SHEET

DATE: December 14, 1994 TIME: 11:43 AM

TO: Mr. Bruce Reed o PHONE:{202) 6515
The White House - FAX: (202) 456-7431
FROM: Marc Klaas . " PHONE: (707) 537-1154

FAX: (707)537-0482

RE: Bevond Politics: Justice For Qur Children.

Number of pages in¢luding cover sheet: (3
Mes_s'age
Dear Bruce:

It has been impossible to get in touch with you over the past couple of weeks. [ understand that you are very
busy. Please get the attached letter onto the President’s desk for me. It is imperative that I get an answer as
soon as possible. T'll be at home all day today, and in Los Angeles all day tomorrow. Looking forward to
hearing from you soon. Good luck with the speech tomorrow night.

Sincerely,

Marc

4773 Sonoma ﬂwy., Baox 85 ~ Santa Rosa, CA 95409 ~ Tel:(707) 5371154 - Fax:(?O?)5'37-04S2
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o Clildren

December 14, 1994

President Bill Clinton
The White House
Washington, 0.C. 20050

Dear Mr. President:

et me cut to' the chase, At the signing of the Crime Bil, which you so graciously dedicated in
Polly's honor, you said that Vice President Gere and you would be holding crime conferences
throughout the United States in 1995, Last September, when | participated in the Crime Bill press
conference in the Rose Garden, | mentioned to you that my foundation would behosting a Crime
Conference in the Spring of 1995. You said that it sounded like a good idea and expressed an

 interest in attending.. | have since been unable o get a positive response from your staff regarding'

your attendance.

The purpose of the conference is to establish standards for interstate legislation that will effeclively
deal with predaters whao prey on children. The Marc Klaas Foundation For Children is hosting
Beyond Politics: Justice For Our Children in the spring of 1995, in Los Angeles, California. The
conference will focus on the eight percent solution. That is, legisiative and law enforcement
sotutions that target the eight percent of the violent fefons who commit sixty to eighty percent of the
violent crimes. The conferees will consider legisfative options such as: Truth in sentencing:
Federal '3 strikes' law; Megan's law; the Jacob Wetterling Act; California’s VCIC law, California’s
Cne Strike law and other possmle legislative solutions.

Proven technigues will be emphasized in an eficrt to influence the law enforcement community.
Oxnard, Californta has used community policing to reduce violent crime by forty percent in only twa
years. Civilian patrols fecus on known viclent offenders and notify law enforcement when they
observe gang or criminal activity. Crime analysts identify areas and perpetrators of crime and then
target those individuals. This allows the police to take a more pro-active approach to crime fighting.
Advanced database systems, DNA files, and viclent offender registries aiso aid law enforcement in
the successful investigation of violent crime.

The 1994 elections proved one thing. People are fed up with business as usual. The Republican
Pary's- Contract With Ameriga is not 2 mandata. It ic a ory for halp. | dare cay that your slegtion in
1992 was very much a reaction to the same dynamics. Unfortunately, you've gotten some very
hard knoeks. | think that you are different, and that that's part of the pmblem. The Crime Bill is a
genuine hear felt response. Universal heaith coverage is an idea whose time has come. You've
Leen very responsive to my request to put children higher on our national priority list. Thank you
very much.

4773 Sonoma Hwy., Box §5-- Santa Rosa, CA 95409 -- Tel:(707) 837-1154 -~ Fax:(707)537-0482

Page 20l 3
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President Bill Clinton

December 14, 1984
Page Two

.My father's generation was lucky. One wage earner, as many children as you wanted, the ability of

LHiE PTG Cldss W Punchidse d DO, dnd o Mol wisd Hiddd e IUKUIy [3]] ‘:iLi:ileIg Home W idise
and nurture the children. This ideal is now a pipe dream, unfortunately shattered. With all of the
talk that comes out of Washington and the State Houses about family values and the quality of iife,
the reality is that our future is being continually eroded. Legislation that presented as being
beneficial really chips away at our ever crumbling foundation. Taxes go up. Mother's are forced
into the workplace. Children are ieft home alone in Iatch key situations. Government officials whine

~ that it costs too much to house violent fetons, so they ignore the problems of crime. Cur welfare

eyvetarm incidinneh: Aaniae familiac the right te amita

My situation is at the roct of the Contract With America. | was a normal persan trying to make a
good life for my family and myself. Conditions that could have been prevented cnly by responsive
anti-crime legislation.shattered my American dream forever. This scenario is being played out all

owver this groat country on a daily baaia. ¥We're putting morc into govoernment and gctting 'coo ocut

of it all the time. No wonder people are angry. No wonder a character like Ross Perot has a large
following. No wonder the Republican’s swept the elections. Enough is enough. | have no doubt
that the Contract With America will fail. It is feel good posturing. Don't let government continue to
betray the public trust. I'm screaming for frue justice. I'm screaming for a saciety that no longer
needs to feel like prisoners in their own homes.

Please come to my crime conference. You can help us force this country back on the right tracl..
This is not about you and me. This is about Chelsea and Polly. This is about creating a safer
world for.our children than the one our parents left for us. I'm more than willing to work with your
schedule. | will even hold the conference in Washington if necessary. If you are unable to attend,
then { will approach Mr. Gingrich and the party that America has turned to for substantive change.

L'l delay any lwnger. Cleose vunfer with tog v Trove you would ke tu gppioavh Lhia,
Sincerely,
Marc Klaas

© A7 Sanama Huy | Rax 8% ~ Santa Roea, (A 98403 ~ Tel-{ 7073 §37-1184 ~ Fax {07837-N4R7
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Marc Klaas gual

is to stop crimes

~against children
By JAY GAMEL
Aryus-Coarier Sialy

‘Moc Klaas has taken his 10-
cuse, let’s-do-it-now energy. and

4 devoiing it full e to the wark

of the Mare Klaas Faumdagon foc
Childran, Alwng with sWB Liz
Buhe, Kissg halas o see @ day go
by without Jolng something o
swp child abdection, abuse snd
marder.
© Promtospensaing oeighborhood
walith Grganizional nxclings o
seftinig up child firs go Aagerymint-
ing 8nd paking identfeation Kite
for whousandd of kids. ar chilé
safery feirs, Klsas end. Buke orc
busy traveling ta "Arizons,
Southear Callfeinia or evenl bomas
the bay 1o firihet deic wiid
"‘Pa:ple wanl :n be cmpnwacd
anpd we're llng thém how 1 -

power theunselvey Klaag antd Ina )

recen! intarview,
Rlags' 12-year-old danghter,

Polly, wu abducted From her
murdered in Ocwober of

b and
1993, Kiaii wan receptly Ared
fom the oard of directors of the
Feundatitn e8tblighid with money
donated 1o help find' Polly dumg
the ihroe-toenth period before ber

by was discoveral next o 4.

" freewsy Ip Clowerdals, [hd maly

FeagGn ¢iuk by bolk perties [ar -

Klaag' (¢cparage was his im-
ptience with the speed b which
“the Polly Klaas Foundaclon’s
direciirs moveal

The Mare Kisas Foundation for
Chifdren was formed In Septenber
of 1994, befgre Ms de; from
the Polly Klsas Foumdaton The
gUAIS of D¢ new organization e

o wk with sar aid foderol

“legisladon to proiet Shlidicn,
sondumdic laws fot edminals who
targel children, provide swpe for
creating aafe peighbottuzals and
prowor taticnel paienial aware.
nesd and chib safeey wpt.

“he bottom lne is; Mass Klaas
wantd 10 ¢np ¢rimes agnlnsl
children,

“Wo wanl in MOD abpde hgw,”
Ylpas pajd. "Tha's whal we'me
working for. 'Wo have » great

- eende of WEECY Ova whal wa'r
m w dd hare, They (o Polly
. TFoundation diraciory) sy
tey A Mgudog owl how b &
businms in 2014, We went hs
cw of businasy by then, We
puxh more wik ﬂ!c
here and now ond the children who

have been nlmnd and who have

hed crimes committed Aagainst
them dnee the time the Pnily
Klaas Fouhdation way formed in
Ootobir of 1993, than we &re wilk
whint's going W be happening
children 20 year from now.”

*We dan't know how o end
chll abuse,” Klaas admbs. “Tt ul-
timalely comey duwn w parental,
community and goveruuental
sesponaibility. 1t's el about creat-
ing 8 safor wotld end people wark-
ing logether w do e ™

- jU's the simple things that can I'x
dnn.e fow that work, Klaag says,
“You do not have 1 be a. rocket’
scienist ta know that if you arc
worklng with law enforeement and
you have signs wp n your neigh-
burbood thal tay we care aboll ouy
¢hiidrén and we have nzigh-
borhnod warch programs thal

thot'y going to deler sou-:tndy
wha aight be lntecesrad in molest-
ing chiltrm In that eren This |
commvm snse and theso are com-
oD pERSA approeches that wwk.”

Wang re:.enu)r monned fom
Asizoma’ where he |8 working with

a vommerolsl maveling cepolition. |

~we will nm child kafery days i
crmjunctiom with this promation
Kliuy' mexaege hite home m&ns
pleces hé gued, Mors than 1
_people gathered Tof 8o “Eooer
¢y Town Mactng” tn O
wheie Dolly's grandlalier, Joc

Kigas, spoke o an augntive,

sidicue abowt the need to make
'_sa.[erncishbnrrmh.'

Another job a1 L M'Klw
Poundution s pulling ogether &
fot of Jata now sgecatfered

- thronghowt e COURTY in varloys

satcq ond organizatong, :

“We pul ogether a cricae shert
for Arlrona,” Exke mod, "It wos
aomething chey did not have, We
Jusi collate the mfarmarion ™

And the focts make for grim.
weading, accurding by Klaas, He .

aaye that over 1 milton chUdren
ac abducked or ryn away every
year, Wltilc most of the abdurtiony
ar by 8 non-Cwidial parent,
petrly one-thitd are done Ly
peapic who nead harm.

cmnﬂngmmnwam-‘

nogs of erlmes aggingt childron aad
childeen's jamgen,” Klana said. -

. So far, e Mare Kiogs Pounda-
mhmhmopemdng on 3 ghos-
string budget, - although Kiuas
woull like to take i enaugh
money. for & full-tmse pald ataff.

*we don't bave muicy and we
fied Dt wa csn gt e tilngs we
have @ do without o ot pf fund.
g Klaw sud "We find or-

gnni.ulJms and weo flnd corpome-,

dons who' sre oruling t undee-
wille oot travel expenses-so that
e CAN get Sur Fmssage on '
Klaae k Ung up corporata
#poDsNIY, y reallce thet ha

‘children ore their consumers of

o o and if shey can do some-

LI: Eclm and Marc Kiaas eay lhey hate to 58 adaygob without doing somaethin :
child abduetion, abuso and rnuldsr. goy o ? w atop .

rhing’ o gowe that dwse children
are going tn he there, i’ bench-
¢ldl 1o hem, Thepe's « ‘fee] good”
aspect w UL ey aro doing some-
thing to promete » rafer com- -
momity, - '

On the jcgislalive 2idg, Klaos ig
wvolved on both the plate and na-
tonal jevel, Ilo b working with’
Assephlywoman BParbars  Albce
on Jegislaton to make Sauger ab
duction a capiaf affense. :

“I'w glso working with lhe
Senate Governmnecutal Affaics
Commlttee, spiocifically Sca.
Byron Dorgan from North Dakota,
on the huersaarc identification
Indrr, 8 national oecklng sysiem
for felons. It is 8 voluniay
fawbuse ayslam run -throogh e
PBI where tach [ndividual nate
feeda in inforrsadon trjarding
parcla) felane, This wag <&t up
under the Child Protectian 4ct of
1984, Twenty fatcs and the Dir-
triet of Columbia are 1o Dlal nom-
cuopliance with it

‘The fuubdotion oill he isswin
it ﬁm nowslcilcs by the end ol
the memth. The Mare Klaes Poun-
dation can be contgcied .
3371154,
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MISSION
. To stop ¢rimes against out children in thls generanon
SCOPE

We have cstabhshe.cl a nauonal momentum for change. The work of our Foundation has forever changed the approach o erimes
against children in the ficlds of awareness, legislation and pro-active crime prevention. I is 1mportant to continue our nationwide
campaign on all levels in order to elevate and promota children's issues at the top of our national priority list.

ORGANIZATION

The public, media, law enforcement and government at all levels have been responsive to our ongoing campaign. We have achjeved
national influence with minimal staffing or financial resources. To date, we have been functioning with two full-time voluatecrs and
the support of volunteer consultants. The orgamzatmnal development of this foundation Tequires six salaried professionals who
maintain a high standa.rd of quality and pcrfom': mth & requisite sense of urgency. -

PROGRAMS

Polly’s Guide to a Safc Hal!oween - Dnstnbuted 500, 000 copies thmugh Cahtornm Safeway Stores in Seplcmber and October of
1994, '

Kiwanis [nternational - COSpOn.sonng l 100 Chlld Safety Days' lh.roughout Summer of 1995 Ta.rgel ! miflion children.

Cornrnumty Nelghborhood Watch St Helena Bcthei Istand, Oakley, Bcnecm Napa and Plttsburg California. Groups of 50 1. 000
peoplo :

Newslctrle-r - Updates on legislation, crime prevention, resources and tips, heroes, and special guest writers. Diswibution 1,000, |

| MILESTONES - =

Beyond Politics: Justice for our Cluldrcn A nanonai swmmit 1mpactmg leghlatures sepior law enforcemsnt in 50 states held in

1995.
Budges: $200k

National Newsletter to 50, 000 Updales oo. lcgl slation, crime prchnuon resources and tips, heroes, and specual guest wri rers
- Budget: $10k : - : .

Community Nei ghborhood Watch \‘Ieetmgs and matcnals for 50 groups throughout the nation in 1995.
. Budget 40k S s -

Educetional Vidso Game - Non- vwlent non- donuncenng and rewarding gamc

T Budget: $80k

CrimeLink - GIS mapping sol‘tware to asslst local law enfon:cmem
Budget: 380k

Admmlsu-anon commumcauons. consul.tants opcxauons wravel. Salmed staff: of six.
. Budget $220k ' : _ o .

Phone:{707)§37-1154 ~ Fax:(707)537-0482

473 Sonoma Hwy., Box BS, Santa Rosa, CA 95409 -
. . _ e )
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By Valerie Chow Bush

Indegendent Journal reporier

One year after Polly's tragic
death, Marc Klaas stiil wears his an-
guish on his'sleeve — literally.

It’s late aftérnoon and Kleas
spofts a white T-shirt depicting a
purple tibbon on its sleeve. Embla.

zoned under the ribbun is a father’s

urgént plea: “Remember Polly.”
Framed photos of his daughter fill
‘the cramped hiving toom of Klaag’
Sausalito apartment. A clay bust of
the beatific 12-yeer-uld. deminates
the fireplace mantel. [t is [ramed by
two candles in ber favorite color —
urple. Above it, on the wall. hanﬁsa?
‘large watetcolar painting of "Polly’s
Peace Rose.” - S r
There are chilling reminders, toa,
of her kidnapping snd deeth.

Several cardboard boxes ate scat- -

téred on the floor, bearing the ab-
duction flier that became a tonstant
and tertifying sight on telephone

oles, in supermarkets and in mail.
ones last October. . .

9It's- been a truly difficult year

Klass says with a sigh. “I miss her ;

smile. 1 miss her touch.”

Klaas plans to commemorata Pol- -

Polly’s dad

ly's death “'very privately” at home E&%

with his wife, Violet, and his par:

ents. He urges others to share the .

day with theis families “if they want
to think of Polly on October 1.
The past 12 months have trans-

formed Klaaz. placing the once-pri- -

vale Marin resident center stage,

A year ago, he was a father and the
maneger of 8 car tental agency in
San Francisco.

Today, he is a tecognized champi-
on of children's rights. o
. Turn on the television or open a
newspaper, and there is Kiaas. He

"was at the White House, standing
next to President Clinton as he
signed his crime bill several weeks
oge. Last week, he hit the airwaves.
pushing his new foundation, the
Mare ilaas Foundation for Chil-
dren. .

+1 don't know that I chose thiz
role of i it chose me,” he says, 1
just started to run and { dida’t stop.™

"Klaas says he’s [earned impurtant
lessons about the rough-and-tumble
world of politics along the way that
have left him cynical, but wiser, .

He admits, for-example. that he
erred in backing the “Three Strikes.
You're Out” legistation su suon after
Poily’s death. Once one of ita must
voeal supporters, Klaas switched his

. position and signed the ballut pam-

hlet argument against the Novem.
ger initiative in?:ly. - -

. The initiative is the twin of a law

passed in March. Itlem;thens prison

= mawd a

three-time losers. Opponents, in-
¢luding Klaas. have criticized. the
measure becausé it would make the

third “strike” applicable w any felo-.

ny. such as residential burglary.

«} reversed an uninformed wpin- .

jon.” Klaas said. “They.toid me it
staod for one thing, and it stood for
only part of that. -

] would never do to a grieving {a-
ther what was done to e uvr my
family," he said bitterly. ""They
signed me up for a bill when [ was at

an emotional jow poine and didnt .

have any defenses to spesk of.”
Now a sensoned political -player.
Klaas insists he can cuntinee to
have an impottant rala in'the anti-
crime and child-abuse arenas.

fuses o slow down. Ot turn down a
cry for his help. - '
“He doesnt waste a minute in
helping people.” said Lisa Dahl of
Latkspur, who called on Klaas for

.support when her 23:year-old son
.Juatin Jones of Fairfax was mur-
.deted in San Francisco in late
‘March. “He is never far away. He

will call you in a moment if you need
him for anything.” =~ .

© Just last week, Klaas announced
the creation of a new fpundation.
separate from the Polly Klaas Foun-

" dation. W help dea! with repeat sex -
_otfenders and to "end child abuse in

thiz generation.”

SPOTLIOGHT:
Tragedy put
Marc Klaas into "~
the spotlight,
turning him into a
mational figure in
child protection
isgues.

1 photojMartin Kimak

From day one of Polly’s abduc- . -

tion, he has been a man possessed —
initiallv with finding Polly and. lat-
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spare other children my daughter’s tragic -

- herlegacy was going to be of my design.

"KLAAS FOR CHILDREN
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Polly’s legacy: to make
the state safer for kids

By MARC KLAAS

Il of California expresséd outrage ¢
A over the kidnapping and murderof 1 ;
my daughter Polly. She touched the .

soul of the entire nation. She inspired
works of art and poetry, Her beaytiful face
and the grace of her movement made
£rOoWn men cry. s

Polly’s tragedy also highlighted many of
the inequities of our criminal justice sys- . |
tem and the way it relates to children. She
was an innocent child, having a slumber -
party in the ganctity of her own home. She . -
was stolen and murdered by a habitual vio-
lent felon who had no right being out in so-
ciety. : S
[ since have volunteered my timeand !
energies to correct some of those inequi-
ties, and in so doing, have both raised and
been the.target of criticism. - .

Everything I have done since the night
the innocence died was to make Polly
proud of me. | wilt never abandon that
goal. She was iy teacher. She sacrificed
for others. In the aftermath of Polly’s
death I dedicated my energies toward
passing anti-crime legislation that is pro- -
tective of and designed to benefit children.

The result of a year of hard work has
been fruitful, but by no means fulfilling. - .

FILE PHOTO

After ali, we can create bills from now un- - Polly Klaas
ti} Armageddon, and Polly is still dead. Ttis . _ -~ __ctb— .. oo
the grim finality of death that drives my . I

anger, my sadness and my energy.
Politicians, activists, news anchors,
talk-show hosts and others used her asa
symbol. The economics of their profes-
sions demand that they do so. | have vol-
unteéred alt of my time and effortsto™

* “Everything Thave done
- was to make Polly proud.”

fate. My grief was so great in the months pe
following her death that I did not direct
much attention to the actions of others.
As Iny awareness returned, so did my
commitment to hold on to what wasno
longer mine. All that was left of my daugh- -
ter was a memory, and I determined that

KLAAS is the fathor of Polly Kiaas and founder
of tha Marc Kiaas Foundation for Children in
"} Santa Rosa, whichis dedicated to protecting
chilgren from viclent crime. - °

«in 2 public forum. : ' -
Gov. Wilson and others used Polly's
tragedy to create anti-crime legislation
_ that protectsinnocent people. As a result
., of last February’s crime conference, |
i have worked with the governor on a-hum-
ber of these laws: Assembiy Bili 2500,
_which informs the public of the records of
* convicted child molesters: Senate Bill

. 112X, which gives law enforcement tools to
| ¢ protect the public; Senate Bill 26X, a *one

é skrike” Jaw aimed at vicious rapists and

} |child. molesters.

. Wecreated these billa to secure 2 safe

| state for.our children and for all innocent

i citizens. : .

There is other lagisiation [ do not agree

with. I thought that Polly was immediately:
exploited for the benefit of Proposition
184, the “three strikes"dnitiative, and I
was vocal in my criticism. I think that the

! California three strikes law is bad policy. -

' The governor and most other politicians

| do not. I was disappointed when a mofe fo-

} cused “three-time loser” bill failedto

reach the November ballot. You cani't win

every battle. You can only flght them.” .

I have been criticized for capitalizing on
my daughter’'s death. Thatis not true. I
couid have accepted a bookK or television
- movie deal and taken the money and run,
but Iam not motivated by economic gain. I
sacrificed a comfortable lifestyle without
regret to seize the moment and drive for
legislative change before people forgor.”

In my mind, there is no time to waste,
i because everything can change in the
blink of an eye. Unfortunately, politicians
are extremely deliberate in their actions.
They must weigh and bajance many fac-
tors. They must answer to their constitu-
ents and protect their positions. My per-

. ceptions and orientations are different, I

want to change the world to protect chil-
dren. I have nothing to lose in miy quest.
We are waging a war against violent
crime. Inorder to have any chance of win-
ning, we must ook toward the future and
we rmust all work together. We must be
strong in our commitment to win the war,
but we must be smart as well: The future
of our children is not a partisan, religious
or racial issue. It is a hurnan issue. The
world our children inherit from us must be

" safer and more secure thanthe one we in-

herited from our parents.

When 1 disagreed with others ] spoke out
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¢ Parents do not have a nght to know if their chlld s teacher has a ‘criminal history.-

« In June of 1995, you can call a (900) number at the Department of Justice to ﬁnd out’
if a suspicious individual is a registered sex felon.

A first time violent sex offender or rapist can be imprisoned for 25 years to life
However, only 1 out of evety S5 arrests resulls in a conwcuon

" In the United States:.

e Over 1,000,000 chlldren are victims ot' abducnon every year. -
s Every 2 hours a child in the United States is killed with a registered hand gun:
*»  Every 4 hours a child in the United States is murdered.
« Thousands of children are diagnosed by probation officers, teachers and psychologists
~ to have a predisposition to outbursts of violence. There is scarce funding to provide
prevention or follow-up, so they slip- through the cracks.
¢ 3 million cases of child abuse are reported every year. T

# There are 12 actempted stranger abductions of a Chlld evety day. At least one of these

children will never be heard from again. :

¢ In a study, of 571 pedophiles, the Washlnglcm Post revealed that each had molested an
average of 300 victims each.

e There are 3,000,000 known sex offendcrs remdmg in the United States.

s The averagc convicted child molester spends only 2.2 years in prison.

- & The average convicted rapist spends only 3 years in prison.

s The average convicted murderer spends only 5.5 years in pnson
« The national average for time served.in prison is only 37% of the sentence.

s ' 1 out of 8 violent offenders in state pnsons is serving time for vlcmmzmg a child. Th.lS :

totals 40,000 young victims.
o 25% of our children live below the poverty line. Cm1dren cqual 1/3 of the populanon
. and 20% are medically uninsured and 30% suffer from poor nutrition.

o In 1992, there were 6,600,000 violent victimization's: - 141,000 rapes; 1,200,000
robberies; and 5,300,000 assaults. 5% of all households had a family member
victimized by violence.in 1992. There is a greater chance of bemg a v1olent cnme
victim than of being injured in a motor vehicle accident.

«  33% of violent offenders are under 21 years old. 54% of violent crimes are
perpetrated by strangess, and 20% were well known to the victims.

" 4773 Sonoma ij., Hox BS,‘I Santé Rﬁsa, CA -55409 - 3Phgne:{?0?)5§7-1l1 54 - Fax:{707-)537-q482
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n Febriary 14, Valentine's Dav. Richard Allen Davis goes on
trial in California for the kadnapping and murder of 12-
\\ year-old Polly Klaas. The child's abduction in QOclober
N 1993 was every parenl’s worst nightmure: Polly was
scized from the bedroom ol her home in Petaduma as

1 her mother slept in a room nearby. When the search
ended two months tater, after Davis led police 1o
Polly’s makeshilt gravc. many of us felt overwhelmed
by sadness. us if we had known Polly ourselves.

As.the day ol pustice approaches, the rage of Mare
Kiaas, Poily’s father, conlinues to grow. “[ hope the son
of a bitch.gets the death penakey.” says Marce vehemently. It
15 & fury that has propelled him inio a very public fight. as he

suvs. “to make the world a saler place for children™
" Yet Polly’s mether. Eve Nichol, the one person who
might be expecled 1o be angrest and most vengetul, is lur
from at. “Davis is na longer a pevson to me. He is where
he should be—removed from society, My focus now is 10
protect children and to prevent violence against children
%0 Lhal they don’l become perpetrators later on,” Eve
savs. Bolstered by an owpouring ol love from her communi-
ty and renewed family refationships, she works bechind
the scenes to honor her daaghier’s memory and has leamed
to live with her gniel.

Polly’s parents. in their own separate ways, have found
the sirength 1o £o on,

s

THE NIGHTMARE BEGAN WITH A SLUMBER PARTY. ON
Ocrober 1, 1993, as Polly and two fricnds were playing a
board game. o bearded man suddenly appeared in the bed-
room doorway. He ticd up Polly’s friends, threatening o slit
their throats il they screcamed, and carried Polly away. The
eirls gquickly freed themselves and woke Eve, who'd heen
asleep in her bedroom with her vounger daughier, Annic, 6.
Eve dialed 911 and then welephoned Allan Nichol, Annic’s
father and Eve's second husband, from whom she’d been
separated since June 1992, He came over immediately.
Within hours, the local police departmient, the FRI. and
many ot the town’s 453,000 residents began the most

A

hy Susa“ Sheeha“ exhaustive search in recent history for a kidnapper. The

Polly Kluas Seavch Center, later 1o be renamed the Polly
Klass Foundation, was quickly established. Within days,
Polly’s brighl brown cyes and wide smije were shining out
from “missing” posters around the country.

During the following weeks, many sirangers gathered (o
heip Eve. On Oclober 2, Cuppi Osmundson, 34, coordinator
of the Petaluma Mother™s Club, saw posters ol Polly at the
supermarket. She called the search vemer and asked what
her club, with its membership of 180 mathers, could do. A
woman phoned back and explained that Eve felt over-
whelmed by her efforis to cooperate with ofticials, talk to
reporters, and keep lile normal for Anoie. Osmundson cailed
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The murder
of Polly Klaas
horrified a
nation.

Now, as her
accused killer
goes to trial,
Polly's mother,
Eve Nichol,
breaks her
silence to tell
about the
outpouring of
love that
helped soothe
her grief.

AP WIDE WORLD; AGAT, Mmaklap LITILE UTLEY /i Rle INDEPERNGENT JOURNMAL

Tk LERY




.m
[
o
4
x
2
=
[}
.W..
[ =
©
£=
il
o
[
Q

Polly,

A Current

%

fve

ppearing on
" Affair, Good Morning Am

for the safe retum of her
kidnapped
Polly's memory at

After a

iAW LD CBTMOM IOV &Y 1437 4O




“some of the cjub’s must sensitive mothers,” who then head-
ed over to Eve’s house, )

“One day | eame home, walked into my bathroom, and
there was a woman scrubbig my tolet”” Eve recalls, smil-
g av the memory, For the next few wionths the mothers
ciane i shifls; they picked up Amme from school, cooked.
andl L'l('il“c(.l. SUlnCUﬂC AARS le\\‘ill\’.\' aig hand 10 :1:15\\-‘CI' the
phone, which gave Eve some much-needed security. "When
Ihadd o 2o out, T knew i1 Paolly called she wauld always be
able 1o reach someone,” Eve savs,

Eve tried 10 be as strong for Annie as she could. Terntied
ol sleeping alone. the hiite girl rigged ap o web of bells and
ropes o ward ofl intruders. Two dogs joined the household
1o make Annic feel more secure. Sull. she kept asking her
mother il she would live ta be a grown-up, a guestion thit
worried Eve. :

Throughow Qctober and November, Eve. an atractive,
articulate woman ol 43 with aaturally ealden brown hair and
hively dark hrown eyes, appeared on local and naional iwle-
vision shows. sometinws alone, somenmes with Mure Klaas.
from whont she'd been divoreed sinee Potly was 24, “Eve is
a private person. Going on TV was very difficult for her)”
savs Qsmundson. “Bur she knew what she had 10 do, and
she did "

Petatuma continued 1w tally unlike any commumiy had
betore. There were a mudtitude of fund-raising activities 1o
raisc money for the search. The actress Winona Rwder, who

Thad gone to the same school as Polly. pledged a 82000t

rewnrd, Supermarkets sent boxes of groceries, A wusher and
drier myvsieriousiy appeared in Eve’s undity room. “There™s
this outpouring of love I've never expenienced. and it's car-
rving me through” Eve wwartully told Connie Chung.

As the weeks dragged on without any sign ol Polly, Eve
continued 10 And unexpected support. Allan moved bhack in
ad never left, AHan's first wile, Kale, with whom Eve had
never gotien along, came over anel oflered her help. A sup-
port group she joined alier ber sepuration from Allan, which
dishanded over the summer, reunited. "I helped o be i the
piddle of & circle of nurturing women whose hearts seemed
as broken as nane " says Eve.

The search lor the Kidnapper came to an enel
on November 30, when Davis, o career eriminal
who hud been oul on parole (olowing & previ-
oux Kidnapping, was wacked down an his sister’s
home. Four davs Liter he Ted officers to Polly's
body 1 o wooded area some 30 miles north
of Petalum,

Shority after the nationally televised
memorial service, Eve  Allan. and Annie
moved 1o a smaller, self-conuaned connmunity
in beapa Valley, California. "1l alwavs be
graleful to the peopte of Petaluma. but | need-
ed a change” Eve savs,

Settling into her new home. Eve was
determined 10 2o on with her hfe. She sent
Annie 10 1wo courses in seif-relince and
safery. She meditmed and practiced voga.
She answered some ol the huadreds of leuers
that poured in. As a board member. she
attended meetings ar the Polly Kivas
Foundiation, which had dedsonted nsell 1o
toenting missing childrenr and improving
child-xafety laws. And she tound comtort in
her family as she never had hetore, Her obder
stepehildren ook time off from college 1o
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Terrified of
sleeping
alone,
Polly’s sister,
Annie,
rigged up a
web of bells
and ropes to
ward off

intruders.

Polly's father, Marc, continues a high-profile ¢crusade
for tougher child-protection laws, and is planning a
national conference on crime with President Clinton.

lend support, “The foss of Polly put the problems of a
blended family in perspeciive.” Eve savs simply. QOther
Family members rallied as well “My only uncle. whom [
rarely saw, i back in my life. and so arc a cousin and his
wife,” she says. “I'm an only child and they maks me feel |
aow huave brothers and sisters. They nave children, and
Annie v always exoied when she visis the cousims”

Allun, an archilect, was doing well enough thar Eve clid net
have 10 return 16 her job as munager of a children’s clothing
muail-order company. Instead, she threw herselil gy various
community projects. Today Eve works wiih a group that plans
e open the Rising Star Plavhouse. o childrén’s performing
arls progrinn in the newly numed Polly Hannah Klaas
Pecforming Axis Center in Petaluima: music and drami were
among Polly’s greatest joxs, She has alse joined the hoard of
Lifeworks Children's Runch. s nonprofin organization decican-
ed 1o hielping abused childien. Onoihe rneh the childien grow
plants, care Tor Gt animals, and fearn o interact positively
with others. T got into this because 1 befieve that kids who are
well nurtured don't grow up 1o be violen
arown-ups Hke Richurd Allen Duvis” She
savs that sadly, without a irace of hitlerness.

"I think the medhia wianls Eve to show
more expressiveness, Eve’s Iriends are verv
picased with haw ~he's expressing hersell.
We adimre the woay she 15,7 savs Laura
Caoulier. 37 one ol Eve’s close lriends.
“Mare s our outfet for anger, Eve has her
owen turl”

Eve Nichol hus hule contact wuh Mure.
“We both hive o fon of 1hings to work out”
15wl Eve will xuv She is aware of o heart-
breaking gulf that xeparmaes them, “He went

Eve says. 71 had Annie.”

UNTIL THAT TERRIBLE DAY 1N OCTOBRER.
Muare Klias hud been the manager ol a Henz
car renil Tranchuse o Sun Franciseo. Afer
Polty was “taken”—a verb both Mare and
Eve favor 1o sollen her death-—he fel he hud
little left to live tor except keeping her neem-
ory alive. primanily by dedicating himself 1o
light Tor wugher child-pratection Lyws and 10
csearch for missing children. His weeks e a

from being a daddy 10 not being o dadds”
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conseding the man

whirlwind of speeches, TV tppeirives, radio prooranis. and
lobbying trips 1o Washington When President Chimon sened
the toderal corne bill in September 1994, which wuaehined
penaiics for vielest eriminals, dare Klius stood by les e,

“And en | owent back o my hatel and eried” Mare
save, U1l helped get the legislanion pussed and T ihoosht
U have this grean feeling ol accomplishment. bui T dide’y,
Polly was sull dead.”

M wdmits tust i many wiys he ds reninng from his own
feclings and demons, By keeping active, Deel stong,” he said
recently s be st witl his wite, Vieket, m the living room ot
their condomimun i Sausidito, Calilomia, & wll, Bbandsoame,
waunt mn of 43, Mure has grappled with numerous trou-
Ples s past veur, including the death ol o brother ront aloo-
Boliso, and linancid dificulies, VioleUs adminiznanse jola s
real exlate ageney s the coupla’s only souree ol steady income,
though Mare receives lees Tor accasional reports on ariss-
g chitdlren Jor the TV show Amerfcen fonraad, 1 beliove Tl
Tl my way back 1o earning o Bivable income” Mg savs,
He und Viofet wir to have children,

MARD SAYS THAT ARSISTING 1N SEARCHES FOR
mssing children has proved therapeuuc.
Grieving parens often contact himas do b
officiols and cittzen’™s groups secking udvice.
He s always willing—idmoss 0o gaper—io
help. Carly one recent Sunduy imorning, the
Fatherzal o teenige girl who'd disappeared
phonad him, crying. Muare spent a long e
I deing things vhat
would make Pally proud of me” he savs,
“She pushes miv eesolve and energy” v
Musre was recently voled aft the board of
the Polly Kluas Toundation. He has Taunded
the Mire Klias Foundotone, tor which Tie is
busy secking corporale spopsorship. “Fm
wore Tasi-track than the other 1en members
ol 1the Tirst Toundanon s bourd,” he says,
“They're probabiy glad 10 see me 2o They
ey weli ik i loe crsoatromad. volatibe,
amd unstable 7SS helped Lumeh neweihor-
hood watch programs throughout the Sun

Francisco Bay wrva. teaching communidies

how o work with Bw-enlorcement auencies
1y implement variows chdd-waten plins,

Eve comforts her younger daughter, Annie, Jeft, at a
memorial service for her sister. A makeshift shrine marks
the place where Polly’s body was found.

Mare tx growing apsious about the upcoming wal, 71
dreml what's going 1o come oul, espeetally hearing wha
avis has ta iy about the List bows of Folly™s hife)” e savs,
On e oie occasion Mare suw Davis in person, ab the pre-
Iisinaey hearmig ast speing, be had a hormble tne, “Tha
habyekiller stared me down” savs Mare,

ol ddax 1 am comforred By the consians reminders of hee
whiost everysiere 1 o, Nor fuse pliaegeapto and keep-
Soken bt g seme of Hehiness and preace even ondovs when
cerc i rearh brings prict and lonzing,

Eve Nohol wrote these words for o bocal nowspaper on the
G- ven annversaey ol Pollv's abduction. As snuch as she
see s 10 have found omeasire of serenity that lias eluded
Mare Klauz, she acknowledges periinds of overwbelming sad-
ness, hwent e the thireemth birthday party of one of Poll s
Iriends. And it hit me thar Pably would be forever twelve ™

“Wihen were toocther there wie quaet moments when |l
fook e ber aned know, Don't ik o her now”
savx Loura Coulter. 1 koow she wikes up o
nights and can’t gheep well”

I mczny wavs Eve has carge o long way,
bur she hus o long road abead ol her She
<till canpot discuss Pollv’s tragedy
with ¢lose Toiends 1 aever ik about 1
with her,” savs Lawrie 7 wWe @k abow Polly
hick when—rus 12 Pollv’s blunker, how
muck shie liked 1o roller-shate—-but iothing
ahoud i happened” Like Muare, Eve has
filled her hame with memorabilic of Pollv—
S Polivoin photographs Polly's deawings,
Polly’s helongimgs,

Eve s now wriking o hook about her
urney froam despair te compassion and
hope, T never koew there was <o much
coudacss T the world unti | came {ace-wo-
Giee with the kKind of evil b strack os,” <he
savs, TThe spivit of o rentierkable child
sparked the reunificanon of o fomily and 2
contmunity, [want 1o rcach oul o others w
stmelar sineaions e 1y worelieve therr sol™
lering. 1o cncourage people 1o leave the
world o hittle berer than o was when diey
tound " :
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November 7, 1994

Mr. Bruce Reed
Domestic Policy Advisor
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Bruce: -

The Marc Klaas Foundation For Children is hosting Beyond Polltlcs Justlce ForOur

Childrén between February 12-14, 1985, at the Century Plaza Hotel in Los Angeles.

The conference will focus on the eight percent solution. That is, legislative and faw

enforcement solutions that target the eight percent of the violent felons who commil sixty

to eighty percent of the violent crimes. The conferees will consider legisiative options

- such as: Truth in sentencing; Federal ‘3 strikes' law; Megan's Law; the Jacob Wetterling
-Act; California’s VCIC law, and other possible legislative solutions.

Proven technicues will be emphasized in an effor to influence the law enforcement
community. Oxnard, Caiifornia, has used community policing to reduce violent crime by
forty percent in only two years. Civilian patrols focus on known violent offenders and
notify law enforcement when they observe gang or criminal acfivity. Crime analysts
identify areas and perpetrators of crime and then target those individuals. This aliows
the police to take a more pro-active approach to crime fighting. Advanced database
systems, DNA files, and violent offender registries also aid law enforcement in the
successful investigation of violent crime.

Profiles of violent habitual offenders prepared in advance will create an outiine from
which to facilitate the event. Political, law enforcement, psychology, criminology and
advocacy experis will brainstorm and the published results of the conference wﬂ! be
distributed to the States as a biueprint for change.

For The Love Of Children, an invitation only celebrity studded gala fund-raiser will open
the conference on Sunday evening. The theme of the event is to create a safer world
for all children. An exclusive cocktail party, limited to one hundred invited guests will
precede the gala from 6:30-7:30pm. The Foundation hopes to raise enough capital to
cover our program and operating expenses for the next several months. We have done
great thlngs without any money. It would be mterestlng {o see what we can accomplish
with real funding. :

4773 Sonoma Hwy., Box 85 Santa Rosa, CA 95409
Phore: (707) 537-1154 ~ Fax: (707} 537-0482
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Mr. Bruce Reed

November 7, 1994
Page Two

it would be my honor to have President Clinton accompany Barbara Streisand and
deliver some remarks. | will block 8:45-9:00pm, for his talk. A keynote speech the next
morning between 8:30-9:00am, would also work. The Foundation will cover

~ accommodations and expenses {or the President’s party.

Bruce, we are dropping & small fortune info this conference and the President's
attendance will give us the boost that we nead 10 secure the funds necassary to make it
a success. | would also appreciate a letter of support or intent. Piece of cake, right? In
an effort to console the financiel backers of this event, | must secure a commitment from
the President as soon as possible. | sincerely appreciate a response at your earliest
convenience. '

Siﬁcer’éty. )

Mo

Mar¢c Klaas

F.

4773 Sonoma Hwy., Box 85 Banta Rosa, CA 95400
Phone: (707) 537-1154 ~ Fax: (707) 537-0482
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foe Cltlaren

November 7, 1994

President Bill Clinton
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20050

Dear Mr. President:

] am requesting your altendance on February 12th and 13th in Los Angeles at the summit |

‘Beyond Politics: Justice For Qur Children’ organized by the Marc Kiaas Foundation
for Children. 1am proud 1o be the Chairman of the Board of an organization that has a
national agenda to stop cnmes against children. Your involvement will heighten the.
tirgency for invitees to respond and participate.

Syriday, February 12, 1995 - ‘For The Love of Children’

6:30pm - 7.30pm.  Exclusive VIP cocktail party with honorary guest
_ President Clinton _

7.30pm - 12:00am  Dinner and celebrity entertainment

8:45pm - 9:00pm  President Clinton Remarks

Monday, February 13, 1995 - ‘Beyond Politics: Justice for our Children’

8:30am - 9:.00am -  Presidemt Clinton Keynote Address

Please let me know what hotel servicos we need to request for your staff and secret
service. Isincerely appreciate a response at your earliest convenicnce.

Thank you.
Sincerely,
Moee Klana

Marc Klaas

4773 Sonoma Hwy., Box 85 ~ Santa Ross, CA 95409 ~ Teh:(207) $37-1184 ~ Fax: (107) §37.0482
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[Press Conference]
For Immediate Réléase

Thursday, September 22, 1994

Media Contact le Ecke 707 577 0808

Marc Klaas Foundation For Children

- .San Francisco, CA.

MARC KLAAS ANNOUNCES NEW ORGANIZATION AND FEBRUARY SUMMIT,

In a press é:onferérnce -ha{d Thursdéy, September 22, Q:OOAm. at t'llne State
Capitol Build_ing in Sacrarnehto; Ren. 1190, Mare .Klaas, fﬁther of PouyKiaas,anndudced
the fdrrnation of a new organizaﬂén a;nd plans for a 'Februlary. 199.5'crime summit to
address pubilc demand for making chlidren s lssua's a natlonal priority.

Klaas, who gained nat:onwlda attantion fol!owing the abduction of his daughter

Pony Klaas last October, has raraed public awareness regard}ng crimas agarnst

'children. Thms year we have witnassed the pubhc outcry te put children higher on our

nationa! pnority hst 1 intand to make this my career.”

‘There are enormous Issues yet to be resolved in ths protactlon of our chﬂdren
Klaas said. “The Marc Klaaa Founcjation For Chiidren will fQCus nattona! atte_nﬂon on
irﬁportant children's I#suas. We Qﬁil work to preuent 'c'ycl_l_cal offe_nders, a;luca;a ‘
comrnu‘nitteé on ;:hiid protection.. and advocata hec@assary legisiation to meei.these

needs.”

4773 SONOMA HIGHWAY #85.
SANTA ROSA, CA 95409
(707)537.1184
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In February of 1995 The Marc Kiaas Foundation For Children will host a national

" summit in Los Angeles, entitled: 'Beyond Politics: Justice Fer Our Children’ -
~ President Ciinton has been invited to attend. Dlgnitarieé, children’s advoc-ates‘, loaders

in law enforcement, academia and public figures will participate in daveloping pians for

to effactively address the Issues surroundlng habitual violsnt offenders and thalr
continued 'pr'esenbe in our society.-- .

The Polly Klaas F aundation s & leader in the child find community. They have

ploneered naw ways of looking for missing children and have established themselves

as @ leader and essential coordinator in Intaragency cammunicatioh when an abduction

occurs. i am very proud of the vitalty important work that is being dona at the Polly

Kiaas Foundatlon and infend to remaln on the board of directors and volunteer rﬁy ‘

assistance whanever it is needed.”

0

4773 SONOMA HIGHWAY #85,
SANTA ROSA, CA 35409
T {707)537-1154 :
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MARGC KLAAS FOUNDATION FOR CHILDREN
4773 Sonoma Hwy., Box 85
Santa Rosa, CA 85409

_Date - 10/47/94

""umber of pages including cover sheat 4

Bruce Reed | From:Marc Klaas

Phone _(212) 466.6515 Phone _{416)331-6867
Fax Phone . _(212) 456-7431 . FaxPhone  (416)331-5563

_REMARKS: - = n .
{3 Urgent - [0 Foryourreview = [J Reply ASAP X Plsase comment

We seern to keep missing each other. | have started a new Foundation. The focus is quite a bit
dufferent from the Polly Klaas Foundatuon We will be addressing: children’s: rssues but from a
dlfferent perspective. Attachedis a copy of the fundlng letter that | am sendmg out Our
ﬁnanc;al situation is critical. If you have any ideas: as to How we: mlght secure some fundlng for
some “of the prolects I wou!d apprecnate your, assmtance




£

.';.October 2 1994

. Mr. Bruce Reed )

‘-.DomesllcPohcyAdwsor ST R
. - The White House ~ + . .. ' L SRR T
o -Washlngton DC o S U

, _Smcerely, .. s o S - A
T J(m WM N
'e_'néld;sdres-: ' _

- Atiachment] = -- Smmnary ol'Foundauon Goals : . s R ) SN
Attachme‘n"tll gES Summary ol'Ma:c Klaas Accomphshmems S L
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"FOUNDATION "

heCllioren

Dear Bruce T

L Ever smce my daughter I’olly 5 ksdnap and murdel one year ago, ] have embarked upon 8 mnssmn ,
'to ¢reate a safer nation for-our chifdren: The Mare¢ Kilaas Foundation for Children éxiststo  *
» further raise'the awareness ol'chlldren s-issues to the general public and 1o promote a safér and
. ultimstely crime-free enviromment. The news coverage detailing my personal and Foundation -~

éfforts and successes in the state and federal legisiature has been excepnomﬂ However, there is’

- still nuch’ work to be done. .The Marc Klaas Foundation f01 Children is seekmg i'undmg to furiher co
:assnsl our pro-actwe efforts’to. stop crlmes agamst our chl!dren g '

1] .

: Thls yea: T have w1tnessed our count'(y etho my cry 1hat there is no more time 1o Iose People
+_‘demand answers and réquest Jeadership in the-area of crime prevenllon parhcu]arly, régarding -
. crines against. chnldren With lunited personal resources, this Foundation has. responded 1o many
. community requests. To further establish our commitinent. to this eff‘ort our group has
consistently worked 90-100 hours, 7 days a week for over. 9 months with.minor reunbursem:’nts
- for expenses. . The media’s eagemess to report our ¢ffort has been rewarding. Clearly, the pnbl:c L
‘Thas created an urgency for our Foundauon and we need to cultivate a ﬁna.ncna! base to meet the
E demands : RS ;

To achleve our goai of s(oppmg cnmes agamst Chl]dlcn we wnll engage in the acuwlles of .
affecting legislation that will protect children; standai dizing uniform Jaws for cmmnals who fargel

- children; plowdlng communities with pio-aciwe steps for creanng safer nelghborhoods

promoting, parental awareness and child safety tips. Our work is clearly improving, the- wor]d and. ' .

 benefifing children and fanilies. Please help us 1o create a safe envirorunent for future

generations of children. The supponmg auaehmenls will oulllne owr fuuue pro_lecls and _
m:lestones that wou]d beneﬁt by your conrubuuon IR S o,

i
I

I wou]d be honored 6 ldentlfy you as 8 contributor to our FOundallon wnh the muiual goal of -
creating a safe and productive future for all children. For further infonnation, please feel free to
~_contact ime or Elizabeth Ecke, Director of Dcvelopment at (707). 537-1105. Your prompt:
' '\attentlon to thls miatter w:ll be greatiy apprematcd 1 Iook forwaird 10- hearmg from you. soon.

o . . ‘IIJ.I :
’ —_—

*" 4773 Sonome Hwy., Box 88 ~. Sanis Rosu, CA 93409, ~ Tek(707) 537-1154- ~ Fax: (707) $37-0482 . ~ =

Ve : L. . . . . . : o
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To stop crimeés against our children in this generation.

o _We liave estabhshed 8 natlonal momenturm for change The work of our Foundatlon has forever changed the approach to _
~ crimes against children in the fields of awareness, tegislation and pro-actwe crime prevemlon 1t is important to continue.

. '.'our natlonmde campa1gn on all Ievels in order to elevate and mamtam chﬂdren 's issues at the top of our nat:onal pnorlry L
Ilst ' S o

- Thc pub[lc media, Iaw enforcemcnt and government at aI! levels have been reSponswe to our ongoing campalgn We

. have achieved sngnlﬁcant influence with minimal staffing or Fnancnal resources. To date, we have been functioning with Y

_rtwo_full-time . volunteers and. the support. of volunteer consultants The future .organizational developmcnt of this--
o foundation requires salarled professionals who can maintain 2 h:gh standard of quahry and perform with a requ1sne sense
- of urgency “To maintain a pational outreach to- communmes associations, Iegtslators “law enforcement and medta it |s

' 1mperatwe that we have fund:ng for admlmstratwe operattons and a salaried staff of sm : : .

- - . - . ) I.
A chond Poht:cs Justrce for our Ch:ldren A natlonal summlt umpactmg leglslatures sehior Iaw enforcemem in 50 states-‘
held.in February of 1995, . _ o T ) : . :

Budgel $200k e e

'\ ..'_, L

‘ Natlona] Newslener o’ 50 000 Updales on Ieglslatlon crime preventton resources and tlps hero s, and Spec:al guest'. .
_writers. . -_: o e L . s
Budget $10k ‘ '

‘Community Ne:ghborhood Watch Meet:ngs and matenals for 50 groups throughout the Bay Area in 1995 _
. -,Budget $40k : : - : o L :

'Educatlonal Vldeo Game Non-wolent n0n-dom1neenng and rcwardlng game . _'

o Budget $80k-

. _ CrlmeLlnk GIS mapptng soﬁware to assxsl Iocal law enforcernent
Budget: SEOk : o : S
B 1 . o -. . . Lot . - ' i r L
Video Series f('Jr TV Marc K]aas as host - pro-actwe crime preventlon “and Iegrslatlon to be dlstnbuted to schools ‘
librarigs, pubhc and pnvate orgamzatlons wh;ch wil! rcach 200 000 people ' - : ST

. Budget $6Sk

T

. : Admlnlstratlon communlcatlons consultants operauons travel C L - .'
‘ Budget $220k : -' o

-
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MARC KLAAS ACCOMPLISHMENTS

s

o Marc Klaas has been |nstrumental in the passage ol' I" ve Ca!zfomza Staie aml .crime bllls AII of this leglslatlon 18

o de51gned to increase the protectlon of ch:ldren ‘At the Federal Crimie Bill. signing, President Cllnton dedicated the. Crlme

~.Bill to Polly Klaas and two other cnme vnctlms Mr Klaas has met séveral tlmes w1th fPreSIdent Cllnton and u S

: -Anorney General Janet Reno

E. Il ) . . . . . .
- World Aﬂ'airs Councll Phnladelphta PA
" »  Governor: Wilson's Crime Summit - Los Angeles, CA-

.» Radio and TV News D:rcclor [ Assoc:anon Annua! Convcnuon

C -Wnlnul Creek CA.

L B Correcung The Rcvoh:ng Door of Justice: Approachcs and
Solutions to Recidivism - House Judlc:lary Sub commlucc -
Washington, DC"' ' ’
.+ AB1558 Comm:ltee On Pubhc Safciy (COPS) Sacrumcnlo.
CA’ o
"AB1568 - Senate Judsc;ary Committee - Sncramcmo, CA
" AB2500 - COPS Committée - Sacmmenlo. CA .
', AB2500 - Senate Judiciary Commitiee - Sacramento, CA -
SBI2X - COPS Commitiee - Sacramentd, CA ' )
" SBI2X - Sepate Judiciary Committee - Sacramcnlo CA -
.AB99X COPS Committee - . Sacrameénto, CA’ :
© $B26X - COPS Committze - Sacramento, CA ‘_
_ ABBSI3. COPS Comrnmee Sacramemo. CA

. Kevnote s;z:nk:r n; (:nn[emm:. :
»  'Aflernoon with Janet Reno, Crime Bill - Pelaluma, CA
s . WETIP National Crime Conference - Rwers:dc. CA
e California Alarm Association - Palm Springs, CA
.. _The!unlor Statesmen Foundation + Sacramcnto CA ]
e The CATO Institute Pohcy Forum Judgmg the Crime B:]l
Washington, DC |, -
.»  Business Crime Prevention E)\PO 94 Oa.kland CA
" e . AARP - Sacramento, CA’ BT
+." Govemor Wilson’s Crimé Rally - Ssr.rsmcnto. CA
L Nallonal V;cums nghls Weck Decatur IL '

I

Kexml:mﬂax.&mﬁmu.aﬁmmms. P

Churchil Ciub Debale - Palo Alto CA

.!.Sonoma State. Umverslty ,

. 'lnlcrnauonal Vlsnors Center - San Francusco. CA

: Commonwcalth Club - Marin County, CA” -
-Congressman Bii} Baker's-Bregkfast. Forum Lnfayetlc, CA
:Alameda County Legal Secremry s Association « Oakiand CA
Centrai Marin Rotary :
'Santa Rosa Chamber of Commercé
:Rohriert Park Chamber of Commerce
St. Helene Community Awareness’

h Bethel Island Community’ Awarcnes:
* Qakley Community Awa.rcness

" Vacaville Rotary =
San Rafael Rotary .

" Novalo Rotary - -
_Delta Association of Rcaltors . :
* §t. Eugene's Church - Santa Rosa, CA -

+ Chevron’ Corporauon San Ramon, CA .

Lifespan Racé - San Francnsco CA
: ManagemcnlUnllmned Plrlsburg, CA

@ 0% @ W D & 8 & B RS G T E T O e W

League of Women Voters Town Hall Debate Fresno CA

o..-'._o.po.’e@.v-c't-_"q_oo-o.oo.o-coa..

‘KGO TV - » League of Women Voters chalc Sdn Ramon CA o

', * 'Martinez Community Awareness. e
.+ = Benicia Community Awa.rcn,ess'

"‘_nsmmh.

_ Stranger Danger . L1nda Ellerhee Nrckelodn*on Lucky Duck
_ Producuons

e - Growmg Up Si:ared Chl|d Snfety Roundlable Golden Gatc .

" Productions -

:-__' American Joumai Spea:lal Corrcspondcnt - ng World

“Praductions

Toe Lcssons of Polly Scarch KFTY Sanl.a Rosy CA '

_Today Show Kauc COHHC NBC .
~ ‘Media Watch - McNeil/Lehrer - PBS * Sy
" Lary King Live “CNN. -, - S
" Good Morning America - JonnLunden ABC

CBS Morning News

Eye to Eye - Connie Chung - CBS

. Daieline - NBC" :

DayOnc .CBS S
* Under Scrutiny « Jane Wallace - FX ' ,
-, American Journal - “Host of3 segments

JGeraldo . .y T SR

" Deénghve R . s .
“HardCopy , -~ .- 7 AR
NOW.NBC .. o L
Home Show R P N
" Willie Brown'Show - = ' e
! Suzanne Somers Show -
*, The Tafk Chennel. "
' TaIkBack Live'- CNN .

Rolanda - e

Masilu Show’ - o

Momings on 2 KTVU
Bay TV .. :

Petaluma.Community TV :

California This Week - KRON TV-
“South Bay Cablevision - Newark

SATI Gcrman TV T

Canal+ FrenchTV

IY lntmnm.
. Nauonwide 50 pcrsonal :nlcrwcws

Nanonwtdc 250 a.mcles to date

" Radio Interviews:

C., Nauonmde g0 1ntcrvnews on major stauons :

. Nauonwnde lOB.mclesto datc .

ot


http:Growing.Up










SR

1o pii

e T L T




S _
v o | | | /,/ A oS
Date: 10/03/94 Time: 08:38 _

A Year Later, Polly's Volunteers Still Searching for Children

PETALUMA, Calif. (AP) It started with the cry of a child in
the night. It ended with the tears of a stricken community. It
encompassed 64 days of hope and horror as a small army of
volunteers tried desperately to catch up with the man whc had
abducted Polly Klaas.

They were too late. The 12 -year-old's body was found in a field
three weeks before Christmas.

But although the searchers didn't find Polly alive, they found
something else: a mission. Today, the volunteers of Petaluma are
still trying to save stolen children. _

"Even though we have found Polly, she's been brought home,
there are thousands of other children out there who are missing,''
sald Gary Kinley, head of the Polly Klaas Foundation.

At its peak, the foundation was a juggernaut of community
activism, with more than 3,000 volunteers engaged in a nationwide
search.

These days, Kinley supervises a staff of one himself and the
number of regular volunteers has shrunk to between 50 and 75. But
volunteers say the spirit that fueled the original effort still
exists.

"The people keep bringing me back ... there's nothing like
it, "' said Julie Grosse, part of the original volunteer corps.

In recent months, the foundation has advised searchers in more
than 130 searches and helped with fliers in 35 cases, all but four
of which ended in a safe return. :

Beyond searching, the group is working on a child safety
educational program and is involved in some lobbying. Financially,
the group has about half of the approximately $500,000 donated
toward the search for Polly and hopes to create an endowment,
Kinley said.

A moment of triumph came this July in another kidnapping case,
this time in Lodi, a farming community about 60 miles east of San
Francisco.

The abduction began with scary overtones of the Klaas case a
12-year-old taken from her home as she played with friends. Lodi
Police Lt. Richard Dean, watch commander that night, remembers
calling in all available officers with the chilling message, "~ "We
have a Polly Klaas-type abduction.’''

But within 24 hours the girl, Katie Romanek, was released.
Police credited some of the success to lessons learned in Petaluma,
particularly the need to start the search immediately and get help
from surrounding agencies.

Like Adam Walsh, the 6-year-old Florida boy who was abducted and
murdered, Polly Klaas had entered the realm of victims whose very
names conjure up a crime and an issue.

"A lot has happened because of little Polly Klaas, because of
the community, because of the people who just wouldn't give up on
her,!'' said John Walsh, Adam's father and host of the Fox

Television show "~ “America's Most Wanted.''
' Emotions stirred by the Klaas case, and the subsequent arrest of
Richard Allen Davis, a career criminal, put new impetus behind
crime~-fighting measures, including California's get-tough " “three
strikes'' sentencing law. ' _ _

Marc Klaas, Polly's father, has met with President Clinton and
testified before Congress. But it's a sad celebrity.

"I find there's a very bilttersweet nature about all of it,'' he
said. "I don't feel any sense of joy over anything that's



happened. '’ _

In late September, Klaas started a new group, the Marc Klaas
Foundation for Children, to raise public awareness about crimes
against children. Klaas sald he will remain on the board of
directors of the original foundation. '

Klaas' new foundation will be based in Santa Rosa, the county
seat 15 miles from Petaluma where Davis, 40, sits in a Santa Rosa
Jail cell, awaiting trial in February.

At a May hearing, Petaluma Sgt. Michael Meese said Davis told
police he kidnapped Polly for no particular reason and strangled
her to cover his tracks. B

"I figured, well, I got to do something,'' Meese read from the
alleged confession. "I was standing behind her. She didn't know
what hit her.'' '

Davis has pleaded innocent to the charges. If convicted, he
could face the gas chamber. '

The actual anniversary of Polly's abduction was Oct. 1. Marc
Klaas and Polly's mother, Eve Nichol, indicated they preferred not
to dredge up memories of the nightmare days when they and a town
tried to chase down a demon.

But at the May hearing for Davis, Klaas told reporters outside
the courtroom he would never forget or forgive.

. ""There will never be closure for me,'' he said. "I hope the
devil goes to hell.''
- APNP-10-03-94 0B3BEDT



September 12, 12994

President William J. Clmton _ )
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Clinton.: |

Congratulations on your success with the Crime Bill!! I know that it was a hard
fight, but your perseverance has paid powerful dividends. You have championed
the cause of children many timesthis year and I will always be grateful for your

- invitations to partmpate in various funct.lons at the White House.

Please accept my personaI invitation to an event des:gned to lay a foundatlon that
will Make America Safe For All Children, and end child abuse in this generation.
In February, 1995 I am hosting a ¢crime conference n Los Angeles entztled
‘Beyond Politics: Justice For Qur Children.’

You have honored my family and my daughter’s memory' through yo_ui- co_n_tinued
hard work and courageous efforts to raise children’s issues to the top of our
national priority list. 1 can never thank you enough.

~ Attached is‘an outline of my ihtent_ions for'this conference. Please share y_our
- thoughts and recommendations. Ilook forward to working with you.

Sincerely,

Mard Klaas "
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July 13, 1994

Mr. Bruce Reed

Crime Aide

The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Bruce:

| wish to express my deepest appreciation to you for arranging the Atlorney General Janet Rerno
trip this last weekend. From all accounts the event was a rousing success. My assistant Liz Ecke
handled ali of the arrangements, and coordinated the engagement with Burt Brandenberg from the
DoJ.

-Our legisiative efiorls are starting to pay big dividends. Governor Wilson recently signed a very

P.O. Box BOO
Petaluma,
CA 94953

1-800-587-HELP

1-B00-587-4357
Fax:

1-707-7699158

important criminal database law that will expand the powers of police to access the criminal

records of violent and sexual felons. This law creates the CAL-DNA Offender File. This computer

file will serve as-a catalog of DNA samples taken from the state's convicted sexual offenders and

other violent predators. This gives law enforcement a DNA file of all known offenders from: visich

to match DNA samples taken from unsolved crimes. Finally this law will create task forces in %
Southern, Central, and Northern California that will consist of teams of special agenis, focusing on

the identification, apprehension and prosecution of repeat sex offenders and other repeat violent :

felons. This state of the art database law would not have been possible had it not been for Polly

Klaas and the enormous pressure put on our state lawmakers by the foundation that bears her narme.

We were also instrumental in the sate return of Katie Romanek, the victim of a copycat abduction in
Lodi, Ca., two weeks agc. When we were asked to panicipate in the search and rescue of Katie the
parailels between her abduction and Polly's were uncanny. | had a sick feeling in my stomach that it
would have a similar resolution, but the combined efforts of the volunteers, the media and law _
enforcement paid big dividends, Katie is now home safe with her family. | will be imerviewing!; har
for American Journai this Friday, July 15.

Piease encourage the President to consider coming to Petaluma, Califomia at some point in the
future 1o lead a televised "Town Meeting." It would offer him an opportunity to visit Catifornia
during a very important election year. It would atford him an opportunity to take a pro-active
stance and underscore an important issue that impacts all citizens. Thanks again Bruce, perhaps we
can meet the nexl time { am in Washington D.C. | would be most appreciative if you would pasg the
attached comespondence to the President at your convenience. The Polly Klaas Foundation is
always at your disposal. Thank you again for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

M

Marc Klaas

A
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July 13, 1954

President William J. Clinton
The White House
Washingion, D.C. 20500

Dear President Clinton:

As | walch the unyielding barriers you must hurdle as you attempt to do your job, | am
overwhelmed by the fact that you are able to function in any capacity at ail. It is a testament
to your dedication and tenacity that you don't allow the barrage of side issues to derail your
efforts on behalf of the American people. Sir, [ do salute you.

Our legislative efforts are starting to pay big dividends. Governor Wilson recently signed 'a
very important criminal database law, that will expand the powers of police to access the
criminal records of violent and sexual felons.  California now has state of the art legislation
that will offer law enforcement more of the tools that are necessary for them to protect the
citizens of California. The California Violent Crime Information Network is only a
beginning, This stale of the art database law wouild not have been possible had it not been for
Polly Klaas and the enormous pressure put on our state lawmakers by the foundation that
bears ‘her name. Every state must enact similar legislation, and every state must then fead
that information into a federal computer system, and this information must then be
accessible to all law enforcement agents. Then we will have made an important step toward
Making America Safe For all Children.

We were instrumental in the safe return. of Katie Romanegk, the victim of a copycat abduction
in Lodi, Ca., two weeks ago. When Poiice Chial Larry Hansen of Lodi asked us to participate
in the search and rescue of Katie, the paraliels between her abduction and Polly's were
uncanny. | had a sick feeling in my stomach that it would have a simitar resolution, but
‘Katie is ‘now home safe with her family. 1| think that we have found an new way to fight
crime. There is no lime to lose. The response was massive and immediate. By combining the
resources of law enforcement, media, and volunteer groups such as the Polly Klaas
Foundation, we can and will continue to respond to child abductions more and more
efficiently. Katie Romanek's story was national ngws within 12 hours of the abduction.
There were more than 160 multi-agency officials on the scene. Our fiyer was instrumental
in identitying the perpetrator before the capture was made. ‘Everybody involved rose to the
occasion. Wae were protecled and nurtured by the grace of angels, and at 2:30 PM, on
Sunday, July 2, an angsel dipped ‘her wings over Lodi, and Katie Romanek stepped out of the
tall grass and into the arms of her family.

[.O. Box 800
Petaluma, .
CA 94953 . :

1-800Q-587-HELP
1+800+587:4357

Fax: . i
1+707-769+9158
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July 13, 1994
Prosident William J. Clinton
Page Two

Mr. President, | think that we can cut response time even further. The lessons of the Polly
search were refined in Lodi, and the lessons of the Katie Romanek search will be refined
even more the next time, and even more the time after that, and the time after that. | would
hope that someday, someday soon, responses will be quick and efficient enough to have flyers
of these punks and their victims circulated before they have a chance to steal our children
out of town.

Attorney General Reno recently visited Petaluma to honor the Polly Klaas Foundation, arid
discuss the Crime Bill. From all accounts the event was a rousing success. | hope that you
will consider a similar visit in the future. If there is any assistance that | may offer you
please do not hesitate to call on me. 1 am at your service. Thank you again for your time and
consideration. :

Sincerely,
Marc Klaas

cc: Board of Directors, Polly Kiaas Foundation
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"Talk to Polly”
Polly Klaas Foundation

'P.0.:Box 800 ¢ Petaluma, California 94953 »1-800-587-4357 » FAX 1-707-766-9523

'February 1 1994

President William J. Clinton
The White House
Washington, D.C. ~20500

Dear President Clinton:

Let me flrst express my deep sorrow over the loss of your mother. She seemed like a lovely
lady. It was obvious to all that you loved her very much and that your loss is profound. Itisa
testament to your strength and leadership that you were able to complete your successful
European tour and give such an eloquent and inspiring State of the Unjon speech. -

This is the first time in recent memory that a State of the Union message has addressed the
needs and desires of the common citizen. There were no references to tax credits to major
corporations, no promises of tax cuts to the rich and no proposals to spend huge amounts of
money on esoteric science projects. It is refreshmito reahze that at last there is a President that
1s an advocate of real people with real problems, hopes and fears.

I was encouraged by your reference to the electronic highway. I hope that you plan to extend it
into the crime arena and apply this amazing technology to the National Crime Information
Center. Once this very important database is in place, fully operational and avaijlable only to
law enforcement we will be one step closer to realizing the goals of H-R 324 the "Jacob
Wetterling, Crimes Against Children Reglstrahon Act

I am very pleased to inform you that the San Franusco office of the FBI is setting up a task force
of four agents plus a supervisor to spedalize in and concentrate on stranger abduction
kidnapping. They have assured me that they are serious and dedicated to this project. The FBI
is actively lobbying the support of Northern California law enforcement jurisdictions as their
participation is necessary to the success of this program. They tell me that Polly is their
catalyst. This effort is in the spirit of the "Morgan P. Hardiman Task force for Missing &
Exploited Children™ which is in the Senate version of the crime bill. 1 am not aware of any
similar effort by law enforcement to dedicate resource to this serious and growing problem. 1
think the FBI should be commended for their effort. R
Your support of "Three Strikes And You're Qut Legislation” is important and meaningful. It will
increase the steamroller of support the initiative has picked up in California and make it
virtually unstoppable. 1 see California as the first big domino in three strikes legislation. We
have been receiving proposed "Three Strikes™ legislation from concerned citizens and legislators
from all over America. It is important that the citizens have a law that spells out exactly what
punishments and penalties are in store for those that chose a life of violent crime. 1 think that
you chose the correct course by targeting violent criminals. The American people want
protection not rhetoric.
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It was gratifying to hear you raise some of the themes that we spoke about during our meeting
in December, 1993. The emphasis that Klyou put on children's issues are particularly encouraging.
It is a basic philosophy of the Polly Klaas Foundation that government cannot fund or change
these problems without the assistance of the private sector. It certainly costs no money to point
out that too many children are born into unstable family situations or that deadbeat parents
must take responsibility for their children. [ agree that n;;a;\]y of our societal problems are
rooted in a loss of values that should be cherished. Cert America must change from
within, The dlsadggearance of work, and the breakdown of families and communities are issues
we must all address,. Thank you for using your great influence to re-focus and attempt to
change our national priorities. The Polly Klaas Foundation is willing to assist you in any way
possible to realize these very important goals. S

I again encourage you to consider coming to Petaluma, California at some point in the ful:ure to
lead a nationally televised "Town Meeting" on children’s issues and crimes against children. It
would give you an c;ﬁportu:uty to visit California during a very important election year. It
would allow you to yourself with the bipartisan success of California crime legislation. It
would afford you a hlgh profile opportunity to take a pro-active stance and underscore an
important issue that impacts all ctizens. It would also send an important message if you were
to return to the Jocation of Ronald Regan's “All American Community” and declare that it's not
so perfect anymore.

After 123 days Polly was returned to us yesterday. It was a very emotional time that I spent
with my beautifu} little daughter. it wasn't supposed to end like this. [ was supposed toslgold
her in my arms and tell her that | loved her. Instead, I was only able to rest my head on her
coffin and ask her to guide me from heaven.

If there is any assistance that I may offer you in getting your crime bill passed and implemented
please do not hesitate to call on me. [ am at your service. Thank you agam for your l1me and
consxderatlon

ince ely,

Mar K]aas

cc: Board of Directors, Polly Klaas Foundation



