- I”DMM/REEHF’CH I1D:2024562239 JU 94 2i57 M” noa P01
R B 2V Sl AU RN AU 2 v -

HCEU,T“WCLOZ Yl j Ov ﬂ"‘[q_,»\ mag fb-i‘Db) u/(

|
July 27, 1?94, 11pm =L [ C/("“”

i ? PREBIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON

' ' JUBTICE DEPARTMENT EVENT
e ) . . ' JULY 28, 19904

é&oknowledbemanta. TBA]

: We are on tha verge of a major V1ctory for America. For too
ong the pRople who work hard-and play by the rules in this .
ountxy have fought crime with one hand tied behind their backs.
fall, we a:a about to even up the odds.

‘ After six long years, we are very close to enacting the - '

oughest, 1argent smartest fadaral attack on crime in history.

e are unitad, and we are going to keep pushing until this crime

4111 ie thp-law of the land.

| I say!to Chairman Biden and Chairman Brooks and Members of
ongreass fgom both Parties -~ in the name of every child whose.
layground. has turned into a battleground, in the name of every
enior citizen who ie afraid to walk home alone, and in the name
 every citizen paralyzed by fear -- thank you for your hard
ork, and tordmoving America forward into a safer future.

. This victory for law-abiding Americans is & fundamental part
f the vision at the very heart of my Administration: to put
jeople first again. v

g Everyhhing we have done, we hava done so that our citizens B
dgan live-the American Dream again, Every step-we takeis-about- e
jaking it possible -~ at 2 time of rapid, often remarkable chanqe
ere and atound the world -- for our people to build good lives
for themselves and to pass the chance of better lives onto their
ildren. . .

I..
In this graat country, why has this been such a huge
hallenge? Bacausa for more than a decade our leaders mismanhaged
jur country, espacially the economy. And the result was that our
iddle claés worked harder for less, and as they did, our social
abric weakenad. But the American people demanded better. Ang
or 1B months, I have devoted myself to an aggressive strategy
yor economFa and social renewal.

That Btrataqy startad whera it had to: with putting our
‘conomic hguse in order by coming to grips with the soaring
eficit. Barely a year ago, we enacted the biggest deficlt cut in
{ur history, including $255 billlon in epecific spending cuts.
oge tough decisions mean that our deficit is now going down for
hree yearp 1n a row for the firat time since Harry Truman was
fremident.i

| to out. But we also had to invest so that every
uld compete and win in the most competitive global
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yconomy ever, Prom the first day of preschool to the first day
gn the job to the last day before retirement and beyond; the
American psople phould know this: whatever the world brings, they
and thelr uhildran will be prepared.

i Fulfilling our ptrategy has meant change -- which isn’t
dlwaye popular in Washington. But we have fought very hard, and
"{lt’s workiflg. oOur economy is coming back, with 3.8 million jobs
droduced since I took office. Unamployment has fallen by more
¢han 1.5 parcent, and inflation 1s the lowest in two decades. We
will do more, but this is an extrmordinary start on our journey

gt renowalg

I am vary proud of all this, and the American people should

gs proud of themselves, And, yet, none of this is enough to

festora thz Amerioan Dream. Not {f ve don’t defeat the crime and
at is pulling our ‘people apart when we should ba

. This nation cannot work if Americans aren’t safe in their

omes, or if the schools are too violent for our children to

\earn. For six yoears we have debated crime endlessly and fought

't fitfully. But today’s agreement changes that: it is not about ;
debate and delay; it’s about hope and progress. It is about 8
gutting 100,000 more policae officers on our nation’s streets, g%
elping our communities to restore themselves. It will make L
Americans safer, and more productive. Surely there is no more
mportant plece in our strategy for national renewal.

o o ey e ' :
; No one has belleved in community¥“policing more than Chief
oose, who moved with his wife into a high risk neighborhood that
e helped thaka safer. Perhaps the most compelling argument for
this law is that this ig the crime bill that law enforcement
demands -~'and that’s the way it should be,

‘But it hasn‘t been easy, No matter how tough and swmart this
4§1)1 is, eWVerytime we turned around, someone said it couldn’t or
t shouldn’t bae dons. So we had to stand up to all thosaa skeptics
and critio* who ware standing in the way of this bill,

- We stbod up to the NRA to win the historic ban on assault
eapons. We have finally put the public Interest ahead of the
pacial intarast, and when this bill becomes law 19 kinds of
¥ssault waapons will be banned for the first time.

Wo stood up to the view that prevailed for too long in my

dunishment  for anyone convicted of killing an officer. And
violent rqgaat offenders will be sent to jail for life. As I
yrowmised, Mthree-strikes-and-you’re-out” is golng to be the law

14 tha lanﬁ
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we stpod up to the forces in Washington opposed to cutting'
overnment' 'to pay for cur fight on crime. There’s not a penmny of
3ew taxes in this bill. Instead, there will be fewer bureaucrats

nd more pPlioe

And w8 stood up to the people who said that crime prevention
jrogramas are nothinq but pork barrel politics. To anyone who says
that, I say: tell it to our nation’s police officers. They are
he onas o wanted recreation programs like the midnight
¥asketball'league the Attorney General visited last week. They
&re the ones who want safer schools -~ as more than 100,000 kids
taryry guns’to school each day. And they arae the ones who say our
1ds need thore mentors and the police need more resources to help

uamilias ip crisis.
1 How, ve are going to fight to make sure thie bill becomes
aw in just a few short days. But we have to remember that a. law
'8 only a &ch, a piece of paper. For it tc make a difference,
gvery single American must make it work. !
S :

Every ona of us must take responsibllity for making this a
stronger ocountry. When we see a youth from a tough neighborhood
-who is despsrate for that first job, we have to reach out with
prOrtunlt Whaen we know a police officer is trying to turn a
gang wember into a productive citizen, we have to do our part.
Ind whan we see a child in trouble, we have to take personal
tasponsibllity for getting that child back to school and into the
prograns thnt ‘can turn their lives around.

many times’ on this Crime Bill, and we are about to win. Let that
be a lesson to all those who have already written us off on cur
campaign t© guarantee health care for all Americans. If we are
teally ser oug about renewing the American Dream, we must do
this. It’s the only way we can open up new opportunities for all
Americans to learn and work and raaliza thelr God-given

!otantial.

How do I know we can reform health care? Becausa l’ve heard
the naysay rs bafore, and I know how far we have come to give
America tho Crime Bill it has needed for so long. And because I
know that, having come this far, we will not turn back on our
vision of tostorinq the American Dream.

We hnvo faced plenty of tough fights before. And we’ll have
2lenty mov& ahead of ue. But they are all worth it if they bring
8 to a day lika this one. We must face all our challenges with
the same donfidence and spirit of common purpose that has brought

8 hera tofay., That is what has always built America. And that, I
' whut will renew America for yet another generation.
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MORE CRIME RHETORIC

Qur crime bill takes some of the money that your government
has been wasting all these years and uses it to uphcld
government's first responsibility, which is to keep its cltizens
safe here at home. )

We can put 100,000 new police on the street -- which will do
more faster than anything else we can do to reduce the crime
rate. We can help states bulld more boot camps -- like we did in
Arkansas -- so we can take young criminals off the street and
teach them respect for the law. And we can have more drug courts
like the one the Attorney General started in Florida and the one
my Administration 1s helping to launch here in D.C. -- so we can
stop sending tens of thousands of criminal addicts back onto the
street every year where they'll commit more crimes if they don't
get treatment first.
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A Vision for America: A New Covepant, Remarks at the Democratic
National Convention, 7/16/92

"He won’t streamline the federal government, and change the way
it works; cut 100,000 bureaucrats, and put 100,000 more police
officers on the streets of American cities. But I will."

Remarks at Community Picnic, Baldwin Park, CA, 9/16/92

“We are going to cut billions of dollars in inessential spending
for the federal government. We’re going to replace by attrition,
reduce by attrition, not by firing anybody, but by phasing them
out, 100,000 federal employees, and take that money, and put
100,000 police officers on the street in America to protect
America." :

Sc;ﬁ;pmwa



COMMUNITY POLICING GRANTS ANNOUNCEMENT
Wednesday, February 9, 1994

* Mayor Daley, Mayor White, Mayor Rice, Mayor Minor, [ want to commend you for
all that you're doing to help make your communities and our country safe again. Violent
crime and the fear it provokes are ripping this country apart, and every one of us is going to
have to work night and day -~ the way you are —— if we're going to restore the basic
freedoms of civilized society.

* Today, I am proud to announce that the four cities on the phone and 30 other cities
and towns across the country will receijve the second round of grants from my administration
to put more police on the street and expand community policing. The Justice Department
received applications from some 3,000 communities across the country; we have now awarded
grants to more than 100 cities and towns nationwide. Every city in America is coming to the
same conclusion: more police on the street —— done right — equals less crime.

* These grants are another downpayment on my pledge to put 100,000 new police
ofticers on the streets of America. We've got to do that and more. I've told Congress that |
want them to send me a comprehensive crime bill as soon as possible that puts 100,000 more
police on the street, bans assault weapons, expands boot camps and prisons and drug courts,
and says to violent offenders: Those who commit crimes will be punished, and those who
commit a third violent felony will be put away, and put away for good. The American
people need that crime bill, and we need it now.

* On Monday, we announced our budget plan for this year, which sets up a five—year,
$22 billion Violent Crime Reduction Trust Fund that takes the money we save from reducing
the federal bureaucracy and sets it aside for the purpose of fighting crime. Earlier today, Lee
Brown and I announced our new Drug Control Strategy, which expands drug treatment
programs that will keep hardcore addicts off the street. Two items in our budget this year got
bigger increases than almost anything else: one was community policing (which went up $1.7
billion} and the other was the drug budget (which went up $1 billion).

* But you know as well as I do: this isn't just about money. It's about parents
teaching their children right from wrong, individuals taking personal responsibility for their
own lives, communities giving our young people something to say yes to, and neighborhoods
working together with the police as partners against crime.

* In my State of the Union Address, I singled out a brave young officer named Kevin
Jett, whose beat is 8 square blocks in one of the toughest neighborhoods in New York City. |
read about him in the paper, and I asked him to come down here to stand and be recognized
for what he and so many others do to restore sanity and safety and a sense of values to the
people whose lives he protects. What we're doing here today is to help make it possible for
officers just like him to walking beats in your cities, working with your people, to take this
country back, neighborhood by neighborhood and block by biock.



PRESIDENT CLINTON ON CRIME (since Memphis, 11/13/93)

REMARKS AT EAST LOS ANGELES CHURCH SCHOOL
Los Angeles, California
November 21, 1993

I talked to people who are worried about the violence and the crime, about the
preasurea on the families and the dangers for the children. And I want you to
know that every night when I go to bed in the White House, I think of the
children of this country, of their future, of the dangers and the problems, of the
hopes and the dreams. We are working now in Washington to pass a bill which
will make a big step toward making our streets safer, something that Mayor
Riordon ran on when he ran for mayor. If the bill passes, the crime bill which hae
now passed both houses of the Congresa, we may be able to give our cities in this
country up to 100,000 more law entorcement officers to protect people, to keep
crime from occurring in the first place.

All these things will help, but in the end, my fellow Americans, we have to take
our communities back community b ﬁ' community, neighborhood by neighborhood,

- block by block, family by family, child by child. Our disregard for life in this
country is seen coast to coast.

What we want America to look like is what we see here today: the faces of these
children safe and secure, learning and whole, looking towarda the future, believing -
in their lives, living by their values. That's what we want America to look like, So
I tell you we are doing everything we can to try to give you the tools you need to
"make your community safer, but we have to make up our mind that we will no
longer tolerate children ]nlhng children, children having guns and being better
armed than police officers, ne hborhoods unsafe. We can do better, and we're
going to have to do it for all ofg our people without regard to race or income or
region, You deserve as much. And we have to do it.

REMARKS AT EVENT FOR SENATOR DIANNE FEINSTEIN
San Francisco, California
November 21, 1993

You know, sometimes I feel like I'm in a time warp. We live in a wonderful
country, but there are a lot of kids in trouble, and you've got streets where the
gang members are better armed than the policemen and innocent people are
getting shot in the crossfire.

You listen to these debates on the Crime Bill, the kinds of things we're trying to
do, and it sounds like some people are just literally in another world. Well, I've’
got to give the Senate and the House credit. They passed the Brady Bill, they
passed the Crime Bill that will give the cities of our country the actual means to

- reduce the crime rate. Don't let anybody kid you that more police officers properly
deployed won't reduce the crime rate -- not just catch criminals, but reduce the
crime rate. There is no question that it will work.

This will make a difference, this Crime Bill. But it makes a difference also that
there are boot camps as opposed to prisons for youthful offenders to give them a

chance to do something constructive with their lives, and it makes a difference
that the Brady Bill passed.



SATURDAY RADIO ADDRESS
November 27, 1993

The Crime Bill has been passed in both Houses. It will put more police officers on
the street -- up to 100,000 of them; build more prisons; establish boot camps for
young, first-time offenders. It will ban assault weapons.

We're making progress in the fight against crime. Just before the Congress left, it
adopted legislation requiring a gve day waiting period before anyone can purchase
a handgun, so there can be a check for someone’s age, mental health history, and
criminal record. This action was a national victory in the fight against erime and
violence, and a very personal victory for Jim and Sarah Brady. Their family,
touched by violence, who turned tragedy into crime by fighting for seven long
years to pass this important legislation to protect the rest of us from individuals
who shouldn't be permitted to possess or use handguns.

We have to be concerned that, in both our eities and our rural areas, the value of
life has been cheapened, that too many children are killing children with weapons
of destruction that are even more efficient and sophisticated than the police -- who
are supposed to protect the people -- have.

REMARKS TO THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF
THE DEMOCRATIC LEADERSHIP COUNCIL
The Sheraton Washington
Washington, DC
December 3, 1993

We recognized in this organization a long time ago that if people didn't feel a
certain level of basic security, it was very difficult for them to make the changes
we need to make. If you want to challenge people to seize opportunities and to
assume more responsibility, if you want people to be able to live with, basically,
the chaotic nature of the world in which we find ourselves -- a very exciting world
if you can figure out to win in it -- there has to be some sensge that the basic fabric
of society is being maintained, that there is some order, some security, some
discipline which we need to observe.

That is why this crime and violence issue is so important. Huge increases in
violent crime in many communities in this country. Police at an increasingly
disadvantageous issue -- now over three violent crimes for every police officer in
the country, where it used to be the reverse, three police officers for every crime
just 30 years ago. And all the stories you know about children killing children, or
young teenagers being better armed than police officers.

We know there are some things that work. We know -- the DLC does, we've been
advocating this for years -- that community policing works. Mayor Lanier, in

- Houston, just proved it in the ultimate way, by getting over 90 percent of the vote.
I was trying to think of who else could get 90 percent of the vote for anything. It
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tells you how passionately people care about this public safety issue.

We are trying our best in these difficult budget times to get a crime bill out that
will produce 100,000 new police officers. But they must be properly trained and
properly deployed. That is a challenge for you in the DLC. It is a challenge for us
as Americans to make sure not only that we pass a bill in Congress that provides
the police officers, but that when they get down to whatever town or city they're
in, that they are properly trained and properly deployed. Community policing
works. You can lower crime, not just by catching more criminals, but because it
actually helps to prevent crime from occurring in the first place. It really matters.

There are some other things we ought to do in that crime bill, too, and I'll just
mention two. We need to provide alternative punishments for youthful offenders
so that we can use the prison space we have to keep people who shouldn't get out
for as long as they should stay in. The boot camp proposals are in this crime bill,
another DLC idea that we have advocated for years and years, something that I
tried to do at home when I was a governor. And it's an important part of the bill.

There are two other things in the bill. Senator Kohl, from Wisconsin, has put an
amendment in to ban the ownership of handguns by young people under 18, and
to limit access to them to properly control circumstances by minors. And it passed
overwhelmingly.

Then there was an amendment by Senator Feinstein to ban several assault
weapons and to specify a number of hunting weapons that cannot be restricted at
all because they're hunting rifles and they are things that people use for sporting
purposes. I think it is a good, balanced amendment and I hope it will be in the
final provision of the crime bill.

REMARKS DURING CREATIVE ARTISTS AGENCY RECEPTION
Beverly Hills, California
December 4, 1993

We have to face the fact that millions and millions and millions of our fellow
Americans are caught, not only in an economic under class, but almost in an outer
class totally apart from the life that the rest of us take for granted. And it is
because they are the ones who have been hardest hit by the combined force of a
loss of economic opportunity, the destruction of community support, and the
erosion of family itself. And the vacuum that is created has been filled for all too
many of them by organized violence, organized around guns and gangs and drugs
with no offsetting forces.

Some of that has been aggravated by the fact that there are not sustaining forces
in our culture, which tend to offset that. As I told the ministers in Memphis a few
weeks ago at the Church of God in Christ Convention, when they invited me into
the pulpit where Martin Luther King gave his last sermon, there are problems
this nation has that cannot be fixed by the passage of a law, or by an official
decree from the President of the United States. They require us to change from
the inside-out and to change family by family, community by community.

I have a good friend with whom I grew up at home who wrote me of a



conversation she had with some other people who were bemoaning the fate of all
these kids in trouble, and this person said, well, how in the world are we going to
save these kids? And my friend said, we're going to save them the same way we
lost them, one at a time. If you think of that -- if you think of that, society is
largely organized around work and family. We have too many people today living
in this world without either. And nature, and to be sure they represent nature,
abhors a vacuum. And that vacuum is being filled by all kinds of forces which are
fundamentally destructive of those people ever becoming what they ought to be.

Now, we are trying to deal with that as much as we can through public policy --
through the Brady Bill and through Senator Feinstein's effort to ban assault
weapons. And I met your distinguished police chief for the first time tonight, even
though I've been bragging on him for years now. Through the effort to provide
another 100,000 police of%lcers in properly-trained, properly-deployed in
community pohcmg gettings throughout the country, because that will actually
diminish crime and provide alternative role models for young people.

There are a lot of other things we are trying to do. But I am telling you, the fact
is it is awfully hard to put lives back together in an environment in which there
are no lives organized fundamentally by work, by family, and by other community
organizations that shape values and behavior,

When impulses govern the lives of young people who cannot even fully understand
the implications of what it means often to pick up a gun and pull the trigger; and
when madly we permit many of these children, who themselves were never even
given the fundamental basics of self-esteem and self-control and respect for others,
weapons that make them better armed than the pohce who are supposed to be
patrolling their streets.

But the fundamental problem is what has happened to all of them inside, and
what does not happen to them day by day. One hundred and sixty thousand kids
in this country stay home from school every day because they are afraid of being
shot or not knifed on the way to school or in the schoclhouse.

Now, what's all that got to do with you? First of all, you have the capacity to do
good -- culturally to help to change the way we behave, the way we think of
ourselves. You have, clearly, many of you, reinforced the awareness of our
obligations to our environment and we have begun to change in fundamental
ways. Look at the way we changed our ideas about smoking in recent years.
Culturally, not because laws made us do it but because as a people we just decided
to move in a different direction....

But you think of it.... How is our life organized? We spend most of our time
working. We spend a lot of free time, most of us, with our families. We have
other ties to a community which shape our values, our conduct, our priorities,
what we do with our money, how we think about our obligations. But what might
be entertaining to us -- a violent, thrilling movie or television program, a torrid
but fundamentally amoral use and manipulation of people in what may by for us
just an entertaining 30 minutes or an hour, If it's 10 or 11 hours a day of
relentless exposure into the minds of people who have never been taught to
understand the consequences of their action, never had any kind of internal
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structure motivated and driven by seeing their parents go to work everyday and
having a regular relationship with family and having other institutions, then
these things can unintentionally can set forth a chain reaction of even more
impulsive behavior, even more inability to deal with conflict in nonviolent ways
and to pass up the aggressive influences and impulses that all of us feel but most
of us learn at some point in our lives not to act on. And it all gets worse if the
void left by the loss of family and work and other institutions is filled by gangs
and guns and drugs.

So, what I ask you for tonight is not to wear a hair shirt and say, mea culpa, I
wish I hadn't done this, that or the other thing, but to recognize that what may be
one person's moment of entertainment, even exhilaration, that's taking your mind
off the pressures of the day, can, when multiplied by 1,000, have a cumulative
impact that at the very least does not help to bring a whole generation of people
back from the brink. I'm telling you, if we don't find a way to deal with this, the
rest of these endeavors ultimately will fail. We will not be able to make a
strength out of our diversity. We will not be able to restore the ladder from
poverty to the middle class that can be climbed through work and education. We
‘will not be able to put our people back together again and use our money on
education and opportunity instead of crime and jail.

So what I ask you to do is to join a partnership with me, not to stop entertaining
or even titillating, not to stop frightening or thrilling the American public, but to
examine what together you might do to gimply face the reality that so many of our
young people live with, and help us as we seek to rebuild the frayed bonds of this
community; as we seek to give children nonviolent ways to resolve their own
frustrations; as we seek to restore some structure and some hope and some
essential dignity and purpose to lives that have been dominated by chaos of worse.

We must do this. Make no mistake about it. No society, no society can prosper

allowing huge pockets of people to go on forever without the opportunity to work;

- allowing huge pockets of children to go on without the opportunity to get a decent

education; allowing huge sections of cities to be no-man's lands, where the law of

ﬁhe automatic assault weapon controls. We cannot do well if we permit that to
appen...

For 30 years the American family has been under assault. The assault attacked
black families first because they were most vulnerable economically. The same
thing is now happening to other families. More and more children are born out of
wedlgock. More and more children are being born without parents, more and more
children being abandoned, more and more kids growing up in violent
neighborhoods. The racial differences were largely determined first because of
economic vulnerability. But now it is happening to everybody. So 30 years of
family assault, 20 years where most working people had stagnant wages, 20 years
of developing huge pockets where no one had a job. There have always been poor
people in this country, but most of them have always been able to work. Twelve
years in which we exploded public debt by consuming in the present instead of
investing more in the future. These things happened over a long period of time.

And so I ask you, while you entertain the rest of us, let us together do something



to rebuild the bonds of community; to restore the spirit of these children; to give
people a chance to build whole lives around solid values so that they, too, will
have internal structures that will permit them the luxury of the diversion some of
us call entertainment.

We must rebuild this country fundamentally. And we have to have the support of
people who can shape our culture to do it. It is our job, and if we do it, we will be
proud we did.

REMARKS TO PRESS POOL
The Blair House
December 8, 1993

QGive us your reaction, sir, to the shootings on Long Island -- in the shootings.

THE PRESIDENT: First of all, it's a terrible human tragedy and my sympathies |
go out to all the families involved.

I will say, I think we have to note that the gun that was used contained,
apparently, two 15-round clips that were expended while this man, in a manic
state was walking down the subway isle. And one of the reasons we ought to pass
the crime bill is that Senator Feinstein's amendment to limit assault weapons
would make those 15-round clips illegal. They're not necessary for hunting or
Spgr]t;si purposes, and it simply -- allows you to shoot and wound more people more
quickly.

So, I hope that this will give some more impetus to the need to act urgently, to
deal with the unnecessary problems of gun violence in the country.

The second thing I would say is that while no one believes that there is anything
we can ever do to solve every problem of someone who snaps mentally and does
something terrible like this, and we have to acknowledge that honestly, there are
a lot of things that we're going to have to do in this country to get violence under
control that relate to rebuilding our communities and healing across racial lines
and economic lines, But we need to start with public safety. Put those 100,000
police officers on the street. Pass this ban on assault weapons and these multi-
_round clips. And let's get about the business of making the country safer.

Q-- requirement for licensing and testing to purchase a gun?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, that was recommended to me, as you know, by the
Mayor-Elect of New York and the Mayor of Los Angeles, and I've asked the
Attorney General to review it and make a recommendation to me on it. I think I
should wait to hear from her on it. It is interesting that -- how we regularly have
requirements, for example, for getting and driving cars that don't apply to the use
of guns that -- when I was a boy and first started to hunt, you know, one of the
first things I was told was you have to learn how to use a gun safely and
responsibly. And it's something I think we ought to look at. But I want to ask



the Attorney General for an opinion before I discuss it further.

REMARKS IN MEETING WITH MAYORS AND CHIEFS OF POLICE
The Indian Treaty Room
December 9, 1993

I believe that this nation is really prepared in a way that it has not been before, at
least in my experience, to do something about violent crime; to do something about
all of its causes; and to try to come together across the lines of region and party
and the size of the units in which we live to deal with these things that are
tearing the heart out of our country.

I think the rapid change of opinion and movement on the Brady Bill at the end of
the last session is an example of that. I think the size of the margin by which
Senator Feinstein's amendment was added to the crime bill in the Senate to ban
35g:inds of assault weapons was evidence of that. And so I think we are prepared
to begin.

The first thing is that it is important that we get a good crime bill out early when
the Congress comes back. And we'd Like your help in defining what that is.

The Senate and the House versions are different. The most clearly manifest
difference is that the Senate version has more money in it, and therefore would
enable us to fund in this crime bill the full 100,000 extra police officers that I have
supported since I began running for President.

As you point out in your report, it will take some time to train and deploy those
people, but I know that it makes a difference. I think the margin of Mayor
Lanier's reelection is evidence that people know that if you properly deploy trained
personnel, not just -- it just doesn’t serve to catch criminals quicker, but because
of the relationships they develop in the community and their visibility, it actually
reduces crime. I think there should be some alternative punishments for youthful
offenders -- boot camps and perhaps other things. I think that is very important.

Beyond that, we ought to'talk about what else we do and where we go. But I
want to emphasize that this -- even with intense commitment in this city, you
have to do the things that are before you. You have to get done what you can do
at the moment, and then move on to what's next on the agenda. So I think it is
' imperative that we move on the crime bill and the 100,000 police officers in the
street and the boot camps as soon as we can when the Congress comes back.

I also think we ought to recognize that we don't have all the money in world, and
we don't want to spend a lot of money on things that will be of marginal
significance. I was glad to see you advocating this paper. I've just been skimming
it over -- that we ought to give attention to drug treatment as well as drug
enforcement, that we needed to deal with supply and demand in an evenhanded
way. We need some more investment to do that.

The last point I want to make is that this is the first step, but only the first step
we have to take in restoring the conditions of civilized life to a lot of our cities.



The reason a lot of these things are happening is that there has been a
simultaneous decline of work, family and community -- the things that really
organize life for all the rest of us. And we are going to have to rebuild them all.
And it is not going to happen overnight, because these deteriorations have
happened over a period of decades. But people can sense whether you are going in
the right direction or the wrong direction, and I think we have to work together to
" change the direction. T am confident that we can.

There are also maybe some things we can do administratively. And you have the
people here who want to hear from you about that, and we want to go forward
with that.

And finally I want to say that I think we ought to set up an ongoing relationship
so that you can continue to work with us, get input and help us to work through
some of the difficult decisions that are always required when you move from the
level of speaking to doing. And so we would like very much to have some sort of
ongoing mechanism that this administration can relate to from the membership of
this group.

Lastly, let me say that I'm grateful for the participation here, not just of the
mayors but of the several police chiefs. It's good to see all of you here, I think we
can do something. I think the American people are tired of hurting, and tired of
feeling insecure, and tired of the violence, and it makes such a huge gap between
what we say, and what we do, and how we want to live and how we are forced to
live. And its affected now so many more people beyond the immediate victims of
crime, It's changing everyone's life in ways that are quite destructive. We have to
move. And I think we're prepared to move. And I think with this document
you've given us a good basis to begin.

SATURDAY RADIO ADDRESS
The Oval Office
December 11, 1993

This morning I want to talk to you about crime and violence and what we can all
do about it.

On Tuesday evening in Garden City, New York, a gunman shot and killed five
rush hour commuters on the Long Island Railroad, and wounded 20 others.

On Thursday night in California, there was a memorial service for 12-year old
Polly Klaas. She'd been kidnapped from her bedroom two months ago. Her little
body was found last Saturday.

These tragedies are part of the epidemic of violence that has left Americans
insecure on our streets, in our schools, even in our homes. The crime rate has hit
every American commumty from our oldest cities to our smallest towns to our
newest suburbs.

As a suburban California woman, the mother of a 10-year old girl, said a few days
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ago, "There's no safe place to go. There's no place that's safe.”

If our nation is to find any meaning in these tragedies, we must join together to
end this epidemic of violent crime and restore the fabric of civilized life in every

" community. There is now some hope amidst the horror because decent people are

fighting back against crime.

Just before Thanksgiving I signed the Brady Bill into law. It requires a five-day
waiting period before anyone can purchase a handgun so there can be a check of
gomeone's age, mental health and criminal record. The Brady bill became law
because you, the American people, were stronger than the gun lobby.

On Thursday, together with Attorney General Janet Reno, FBI Director Louis
Freeh and Drug Policy Coordinator Lee Brown, I met with mayors and police
chiefs from 35 cities. They told me they need more police on the streets, a ban on
assault weapons and action to keep drugs and guns away from vulnerable young
people. And I intend to give the folks on the front lines the resources and the
support they need to win the fight against crime.

I call upon Congress when they return in January to pass promptly a strong cnme
bill that will put 100,000 more police officers on the street, prohibit assault
weapons and prov1de fundings for more boot camps for first-time offenders.

I want to put 100,000 new police officers on the streets of our communities so they
can walk their beats and work with neighborhood people. Putting more police on
the streets will do more to reduce crime than anything else we can do.

The ban on assault weapons and the restrictions on semi-automatics are
important because they'll stop criminal gangs from being better armed than the
police. And these restrictions would have prevented the gunman on the Long

~ Island Railroad from having two 15-round clips of ammunition that enabled him
to maim and kill so many people with such deadly speeds. Assault weapons and
15-round clips have nothing to do with hunting or sports. They just let criminals
shoot people more quickly. A recent study in one of our major cities showed that
the increasing death rate among young people hit with gunshots was due almost
entirely to the fact that the weapons themselves were more likely to be semi-
automatic and, therefore, more deadly.

Boot camps have been endorsed by every major law enforcement organization in
America. They give first offenders a second chance to learn some discipline. And
they open more space in the prisons for hardened, violent eriminals.

Now that Congress is home for the holidays, tell your senators and representatives
to pass a strong crime bill 8o your family can be safer. You know, the new year
begins just three weeks from today. I'd like to suggest a new year's resolution for
every senator and every representauve let's pass the crime bill as soon as you
return,

There's s0 much more we're doing and more we need to do. Under the leadership

of Dr. Lee Brown, our drug policy director and the father of community policing,
we're strengthening enforcement and prevention. We're increasing the focus on
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hard core users who fuel the crime and violence and the tragic waste of human
lives. '

Next summer, in our National Service program, AmeriCorps, thousands of young
people will help with community policing, escort older people and board up
abandoned buildings so they can't be turned into crack houses. The young people
in the Summer of Safety will be an ingpiring example for Americans of all ages to
work together to make our streets safer by acting on our finest values.

Let's face it -- drugs and guns and violence fill a vacuum where the values of

- cvilized life used to be. Work and family and community are the principles, the
institutions, upon which the great majority of Americans are building their lives.
We need to restore them, and the sense of hope and discipline that will give every
man and woman, every boy and girl the opportunity to become the people God
intended them to be.

In recent weeks, I've spoken to leaders from the religious community and the
entertainment community about the obligation we all share to fight violence with
values. Last week I was proud to hear that the Inner City Broadcasting
Corporation of New York, which owns five radio stations throughout the country,
will no longer play songs that advocate violence or show contempt for women.
And I understand that two stations in Los Angeles -- KACE, owned by former
Green Bay Packer Willie Davis and KJLH, owned by Stevie Wonder -- have also
adopted this policy.

Whether we're ministers or moviemakers, businesspeople or broadcasters, teachers
or parents, we can all set our sons and daughters on a better path in life so they
can learn and love and lead decent and productive lives.

In this holiday season, as we rejoice in the love of our families and hold our
children a little closer, we should also strengthen the bonds of community. We
can make our neighborhoods and our nations places of shared responsibility, not
random violence. The tragedies of this week remind us that there is no place to
hide. The lessons of our history remind us that Americans can accomplish
anything when we work together for a common purpose.

As we begin this season of celebration and rededication, let's remember the words
of Theodore Roosevelt, a great president who was once a police commissioner, too;
"This country will not be a good place for any of us to live in, unless we make it a
good place for all of us to live in."

REMARKS AT RECEPTION FOR SENATOR MOYNIHAN
The Waldorf Astoria Hotel
New York, New York
December 13, 1993

The economic opportunities that once beckoned people to our cities have long gone
for many middle-class people who didn't have a lot of education. When you lose
both family and work -- the two things that most of us organize our lives around --
you create a vacuum in any society. And, as with any other vacuum, nature
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abhors it; it will be filled. People cannot live in total chaos., Some alternative
organizations will take root. And what has happened in our country is that in
places which we have permitted to be without family and work, where the
community organizations have folded up tent and left behind them, where very
often only the churches are there standing alone against the deluge, and the
people in the social services overpowered, and the police outmanned, what
happens is that gangs take root as a form of social organization and drugs take
root not just as a form of self-destruction, but as an economic endeavor,

And then, as an enforcement mechanism, violence comes along in even greater

amounts. And now, because we have permitted by a flight of -- in my view --

collective inganity, even teenagers to be better armed than police in most of our

big cities, you see a dramatic increase just in the last decade in the death rate of

young people who are shot. Why is that? Because they're more likely to be shot

‘cbly agsault weapons like the kind that was used on the Long Island Railroad a few
ays ago.

A study came out right after that horrible incident, chronicling one of our biggest
cities in the Middle West, saying that 100 percent of the increase in the death rate
from gunshot wounds among teenage boys was due to the use of assault weapons
with rapid cartridges so they had more bullets in their bodies. it wasn't very
complicated.

So I would argue to you we have, first of all, seen a vacuum develop. It happened
over a generation and anybody that tells you it can be turned around with a lot of
words or even good actions in a moment is wrong. There are good people out
there now standing againat the tide doing their best. I call to your attention the
article on the cover of the New York Times Sunday Magazine yesterday about that
brave policeman. If you haven't read it, you ought to go read it; talking about how
one person still can make a difference in restoring some sanity and safety and
reinforcing values in people's lives...

I don't want to get into a lot of programs tonight. We got the Brady Bill done.
We've got the crime bill coming up. It really does make a difference how many
police are on the street if they are well trained. We have to do more on the drug
front. We have to deal with health care in part, because this crime and violence 1s
a public health problem, But I don't want to talk so much about programs, It is
just to ask you to leave here tonight, if you are really going to give your money to
- re-elect this man, which you must do because he is a national treasure -- you
should leave here tonight determined to do what you can to create a political
constituency to make it possible for him to make the ideas that have been popping
in his mind for a generation real in the lives of our people.

In other words, what I'm asking you to do tonight is you don't have to agree that
whatever we decide to do on the assault weapons ban is right around the edges, or
whatever. But you should leave here tonight far more intolerant than you came
here of some of the conditions which obtain in this country. Last winter Senator
Moynihan wrote, and I quote, "We have been redefining deviancy so as to exempt
much conduct previously stigmatized." We have been, quote, to use his phrase --
"defining deviancy down" below the threshold of acceptability. Then he said in
more blunt language, "We're getting used to a lot of behavior that is not good for
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us "

Why aren't we free enough to know that we have got to invest in policies that will
promote work over welfare and family over solitude, and community over division?
We know better than this, And we have just become 80 callous because basically,
this country has worked pretty well for the rest of us. But I'm teiling you, it's
coming back on the rest of us.

REMARKS IN CONFERENCE CALL WITH MAYORS
The Oval Office
December 20, 1993

Today I'm proud to announce that the six of you on this phone, along with the
leaders of 68 other cities and towns all across the country, will receive the first
grants to put more police on the street and expand community policing.

The Justice Department received applications from more than 1,000 communities
across our nation, and the proposals we got for community policing from your
pohce departments were truly outstanding. I know these grants are simply a
down payment on our pledge to put 100,000 new police officers on the streets. It's
just the ﬁeg‘inning. As soon as Congress comes back in 1994 I want them to send
me a crime bill that finishes that job and puts 100,000 more police on the street,
expands boot camps and drug courts like the one the Attorney General started in
Miami, gets handguns out of the hands of minors, and bans assault weapons.

Earlier this month, as all of you know, I signed the Brady Bill which broke seven
years of gridlock on this issue. And we just can't afford to wait any longer for the
crime bill. In the meanwhile I'm excited about what you're doing because we
know community policing works. It worked for our Drug Director, Lee Brown, in
Houston and New York, and it's working all across the country.

So I want to just thank all of you very much and say that I wish I could be there
with you today. I wish I could see your police officers, and I hope you'll tell them
all that help is on the way and we'll do our best to be there for you, to be good
partners with you. And I know I'm speaking for the Vice President, the Attorney
General and Lee Brown in saying we'll stay after this until the job is done.

BILL SIGNING OF THE NATIONAL CHILD PROTECTION ACT
White House
Waghington, DC
December 20, 1993

" The holiday season is a time for sharing the warmth of human contact with
families and friends, and making this a joyous and safe time for children
everywhere is important. That makes thia legislation, the National Child
Protection Act, especially s1gmﬁcant With it we can give a great gift -- a much
improved system for protecting our children from being abused or harmed by those
to whom we have entrusted them. Not unlike the Brady bill, this law creates a
national data base network. This one can be used by any childcare provider in
America to conduct a background check to determine if a job applicant can be
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trusted with our children and, if not, to prevent that person from ever working
with children. For the first time, we'll have a system in place to protect the many
millions of American children who receive care and supervision in formal day care
and in other settings from other organizations. This law will give us the tools we
need to safeguard children from those who have perpetrated crimes of child abuse
or sex abuse or drug use or those who've convicted of felonies. It's very important
that we give working parents peace of mind about childcare. The majority of
mothers with young cﬁﬂdren now work outside the home. Six million children are
placed in formal day care settings every day. Balancing work and family is hard,
and parents are worried about their personal security and the security of their
children in an increasingly violent world. Like the Brady bill and the Crime bill,
which I hope and believe will pass soon, this act will help us to take our streets,
our neighborhoods, the institutions we rely on back for American values and
American children. There's nothing more important that our government could be
doing now.

SATURDAY RADIO ADDRESS
January 1, 1994

After seven years of gridlock, Washington finally awoke to the growing fear of
violence on our streets, when Congress passed and I signed the Brady Bill. All
over America, beyond Washin%ton, people are beginning to take more
responsibility for themselves, for their children, and for their communities,
working to save jobs, improve schools, and make our streets safer. In 1994, we
must resolve to do even more to help the middle class with more jobs and with
income growth, to help the poor who are trapped in whole neighborhoods where
there's no work, few stable families, and where viclence is the norm. There's still a
great deal to do. So, in 1994, let us resolve to improve the health security, the
personal security, and the job security of the American people who work hard and
play by the rules. With all the changes sweeping our nation and the world, let us
resolve to make these changes our friends and not our enemies. ...

I want Congress to pass the crime bill without delsy. Our proposal will put
100,000 more police officers on the street, expand boot camps for young offenders,
get handguns out of the hands of minors, ban assault weapons, and have stiffer
sentences for violent repeat offenders.

- In 1993, I met a lot of Americans who made a vivid impression on me and whose
impression caused me to redouble my determination to face the problems which
our country has too long ignored. I met a young man in California who changed
schools to go to a safer school, but whose brother was shot standing in front of him
in the safer school as they tried to register. '

The stories of real people inspire the struggles and the efforts that drive my
administration, We've got to keep working to rebuild the American economy, to
revive the middle class life and middle class values in America, and to restore our
sense of community. We have to recognize that all these problems are
interrelated. You can't just solve one without the other. We have to remember
that these problems developed over a long period of time; they can't be solved
overnight. We have to remember that government can't do everything alone;
everyone must play his or her part. But we must remember, too, that we can
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make a difference and we can do better.
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PRESIDENT CLINTON ON CRIME

Inaugurat Address, January 20, 1993

When most people are working harder for less; when others cannot work at all; when
the cost of health care devastates families and threatens to bankrupt our enterprises, great and
small; when the fear of crime robs law-abiding citizens of their freedom; and when millions
of poor children cannot even imagine the lives we are calling them to lead —— we have not
.made change our friend. We know we have to face hard truths and take strong steps.

Remarks at a Town Meeting in Detroit, Michigan, February 10, 1993

Let me tell you where I think we ought to begin. We ought to begin by passing the
crime bill that nearly passed last year, which does two things: It gives the urban areas of this
country more policc officers for the streets. I have been in areas that werc dominated by
drugs, by weapons, and by murders, which are now virtually crime—free because they have
enough policemen. They have neighborhood policemen walking the streets on every block,
working with their neighbors. That's the first thing.

- The sccond thing that bill has is the Brady bill that would require a waltmg period
beforc people could buy handguns.

And the third thing we probably ought to do is do what Governor Wilder in Virginia
is trying to do. It takes a lot of guts to do that, but he's trying to pass a law which says that
you can't buy a handgun more than once a month. Try to stop all these people that go to
legal stores and buy guns and then turn around and just give them to kids like they're going
out of style. :

So those are three places that I think we ought to start. And if you've got any other
ideas, I'd like to have them. 1 think the problem of violence among young people,
pamcuiarly in our inner cities and not all big cities, is maybe the blggest problem we've got
today in terms of their futurc and the future of our cities.

... 1 do not believe that we're well served by héving a bunch of 14- or 15-year—old
kids out there with handguns shooting each other because of blood battles between gangs or
because they're mad or because they're high on drugs. It's wrong. We've got to do something
.about it. : :

Address to Joint Session of Congress, February 17, 1993

And I ask you to help to protect our families against the violent crime which terrorizes
our people and which tears our communities apart. We must pass a tough crime bill. |
support not only the bill which didn't quite make it to the President's desk last year but also
an initiative to put 100,000 more police officers on the street, to provide bootcamps for first-
~time nonviolent offenders for more space for the hardened criminals in jail, and I support an
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initiative to do what we can to keep guns out of the hands of criminals. Let me say this. [
will make you this bargain: If you will pass the Brady bili, I'll sure sign it.

Remarks at Adult Learning Center, New Brunswick, NJ, March 1, 1993

I've got young Americans now in Somalia trying to create conditions of peaceful
existence there in a country where it is difficult. But there are a lot of young Americans who
are living in neighborhoods today that are about as dangerous or worse than what kids are
facing in Somalia in terms of shots.

Remarks at 250th Anniversary of Thomas Jefferson's Birth, Washington, April 13, 1993

But I think [Jefferson] would be appalled at the lack of self-respect and seif-control
and respect for others which manifests itself in the kind of mindless violence to which this
city and others have been subject for the last several years, and appalled at the millions of
young people who will never know the full measure of their freedom because they have been
raised without order, with love, without family, without even the basic safety which people
need to be able, almost, to take for granted in order to be citizens of a real Democracy. In
short, I think Thomas Jefferson would tell us that this is one of those times that we need to
- change. : '

Remarks to Law Enforcemeni'Organizations, Rose Garderi April 15, 1993

[On April 15th, the President called on Congress to dedicate $200 million in the
supplemental appropriations bill being considered to hire more police officers. This proposal
was signed- into law in June.]

At a time when too many of our people live in fear of violent crime, when too many
businesses have closed and too many people have lost their jobs because people are afraid to
leave their homes, rehiring thousands of officers is one of the best investments America can
make. And I ask both houses of Congress to make that investment in our people's safety and
in their peace of mind.

Announcement of Lee Brown as ONDCP Director, Rose Garden, April 28, 1993

As Americans who care about our future, we can't let drugs and drug-related crime
continue to ruin communities, threaten our children even in schools and fiii up our prisons
with wrecked and wasted lives...We must do more to protect law-abiding citizens from those
who victimize them in the pursuit of drugs or profit from drugs.

...It has to start with community policing, with more police at the local level, working
with our neighbors and the children and the friends to prevent crime and to quickly punish
criminals... '
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The most basic responsibility of the government is to protect the American people.

It's our sacred duty to do our best. [ believe we have a good program. It can be a great
program if it can come alive in America in every community in this country.

Remarks at the Law Enforcement Officers Memorial, “Tashington, May 13, 1993

More than 13,000 law enforcement officials have fal;len in the line of duty. This
memorial was dedicated to them more than a year and a half ago. Tonight we note the names
of 328 more who will be newly etched on these marble stones. But our tribute will ring
hollow tonight unless we recommit ourselves to do whatever we can to keep the remainder of
these stones as smooth as possible, to support the men and ‘womcn who keep our society
more lawful and our lives more secure, to hclp them as enforcers and to keep them from
becoming victims.

Satellite Feed to the U.S. Conference of Mayors, June 22, 1993

I want to empower communities to protect themselves, and I'm fighting for $200
million to help you hire back police officers you've had to lay off.. I want to put 100,000
more police on our streets and promote community policiné programs. That's the best anti-
crime program we can have... It's one thing we can do that|will literally change the lives of

most Americans who live in the communities affected by :itl.
Remarks tb the National Association of Police Organiz'a'tions, June 24, 1993

There are a lot of people in this country who are genuinely insecure today. That
shooting at the swimming pool here in Washington, DC, that I'm sure all of you read about,
is a horrible example of the kind of mindless behavior that|is ripping at the fabric of society.
And now [ think many children are afraid to go back to the pool, a place where wholesome
recreation will occur, a place where Kids can stay out of treuble and in water at summertime;
how many of their parents might be afraid for them to go l!)ack That is the sort of thing that
I hope we can keep in the minds of our policymakers as we deal with the crime bill and deal
with these other issues. o :

Swearing-1n Ceremony for Lee Brown, July 1, 1993

You know the insecurity most Americans feel, without regard to income or race, is a
truly appalling thing. And anything we can do, not only to give lives back to children who'
might otherwise become involved in drugs, but to give the|streets and the safety of the streets
back to ordinary American families of all kinds is a-service-well done; and it might mean
more to them than anything else this government could produce during my tenure in office
and for the foreseeable future. ' '

This is a fight that can unite us all, across the bounldan'cs of party and race and region
and income. We are fighting for our families, our children, our communities and our future.
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Each and every American —— make no mistake about it -— also bears a personal
responsibility to play a role in this battle.

Remarks to the National Urban League, Washington, August 4, 1993

We have to move on to the crime bill, which will do a great deal to help us to put
- more police officers on the streets in community policing szlettings where we will be working

with people in the community to makc them safer and to prevent crime from occurring in the
first place. We need to pass the Brady Bill. We have fooled around with this too long. It is

time to pass it.

I had a heartbreaking conversation over the wcckencll with a friend of mine who is a
Member of Congress who had a friend whose son was shot in one of these blind, mad
encounters between children over the weekend where four young boys got in a fight with four
others, and they didn't know the other guys had guns. A:;d finally they just took out the guns
and started shooting them. This is crazy. This is crazy. .

Our television new is filled at night with hormrible inicidcnts of violence in Bosnia and
other places in the world that break our heart. Twenty- four people were killed in this town,

our Nation's Capital, in one week last month. We have to get on with that.
|
Remarks Announcing Anti-Crime Initiative, Rose Garden, August 11, 1993

[The day after he signed the budget agreement, Prcslident Clinton outlined an anti-
crime initiative in the Rose Garden with Judiciary Committee Chairmen Biden and Brooks,
representatives from the National Association of Attomeys |General and the National District
Attorneys Association, and Boston Police Commissioner Bill Bratton.]

The first duty of any government is to try to keep i:[ls citizens safe, but clearly too
many Americans are not safe today. We no longer have the freedom from fear for all our
citizens that is essential to security and prosperity. The pa'st four years have seen 90,000
murders in this country. Last month in this city, our Nation's Capital, in one week 24
" murders were committed. When our children must past through metal detectors to go to
school or worry that they'll be the victim of random drive-by shootings when they're playing
in the swimming pool in the summertime, when parents are imprisoned in their own
‘apartments behind locked doors, when we can't walk the streets of our cities without fear, we
have lost an essential element of our civilization.

Many of you have heard me tell many times over the last year and a half or so of the
immigrant worker in the New York hotel who said that if I became President he just wanted
me to make his son free. And when I asked him what he umcant he meant that his son
couldn't walk to schoo! two blocks without his walking with him, his son couldn't play in the
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park across the streets from their apartment house with his| father being there. He said his

son was not free.

It's time to put aside the divisions of party and philosophy and put our bcst cfforts to
work on a crime plan that will help all the American people and go beyond the cynicism of

mere speeches to clear action.

Radio Address, Oakland, CA, August 14, 1993

But there's another threat to our security, to our cconomlc revival and our most basic
values. It's the crime that's ravaging our neighborhoods and communities...There's a virtual

‘war 0n our streets, and crime has become a national securi

ty issue to millions of

Americans...We in government can start by ensuring that the criminal justice system reflects
our values and restores people's confidence in the government's ability to prevent and punish
crime...But the power of every individual to influence those around them is also very strong,
and it's also a power we must turn to if we're going to tum the crime problem around.

With the economic plan in hand and a very tough anti-crime bill on the way, we can
truly say our country is headed in a new direction —— more responsibility, more opportunity, a

deeper sense of community and restoring the American Dream.

Address to a Joint Session of Congress on Health Care

In short, responsibility-should apply to anybody wh

I
Reform, September 22, 1993

0 abuses this system and drives up

- costs for honest, hard—~working citizens and undermines confidence in the honest, gifted health
care providers we have. Responsibility also means changing some behaviors in this country

that drive up our costs like crazy. And without changing i

ought to have, we will never.

Let me just mention a few and start with the most i

violence in this country stem in large measure from the fac

t we'll never have the system we

mportant: The outrageous costs of
t that this is the only country in

the world where teenagers can rout the streets at random with semiautomatic weapons and be

‘better armed than the police.

Remarks in St. Petersburg, FA, September 23, 1993

When Michael Jordan's father was killed reCently; a nation grieved, but no one knew

the names of the other 22 people who died in that country
problem.

When I was born in 1946, homicide wasn't even in
in America. In fact, listen to this, throughout my lifetime
until 1989. And yet, now, homicide is the second leading

this year. This is a national

the top ten leading causes of death
homicide never made the top ten
cause of death among Americans

age 15 to 25. And more of our teenage boys die from gunshots now than any other cause.
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Remarks to the Democratic National Committee Breakfast, at the Washington Sheraton,
October 8, 1993

* We've got to know, how old are these people buying these guns? Who are they? Do
.they have a criminal record? Do they have a mental health history? It's a big deal.

The states can do something. 17 states have said kids can't own handguns unless
they're out with their parents on a hunting trip or a target practice. A lot of states have tried
to set up laws licensing gun dealers, but the federal law will give you a license for ten bucks,
and the states can't overturn it yet. -

You got hundreds of gun dealers out there and there's no system about it. And maybe
the most important thing of all is, you've got a lot of these|people, most of them very young,
a lot of them with drug problems, nearly all.of them with no real connection to the rest of
society, who have easy access to rapidfire assault weapons,| the sole purpose of which is to
kill peoplc qurcker in greater numbcrs ' '

Look at New York. One of the few big cities in the country, where for two years
running, there's been a decline in the crime rate in all seven major FBI categories because
they went to a community policing system. Look at Houston, where the mayor there, Bob
Lanier, got elected on a commitment to put the equivalent of 655 more police officers on the
street, and to concentrate them in areas of high crime, and they had a 17 percent drop in the
crime rate the first year they did it. You can do this. AndI we ought to be about the business
of helping our places become more safe. This is a huge deal. And the Democratic Party
ought to do it. If we were the party of social security, why can't we be the party of health
security, and personal security, and freedom from fear? :

Remarks on Health Care and Violence in America, Robert Wood Johnson Hospital, New
Brunswick, NJ, October 8, 1993

And so, I tell you, my fellow Americans, we have a decision to make. And this is the
time to make it. We can't keep saying that we deplore the:sc things and it's terrible and keep
extolling our American values on how much more law-abiding we are than other people and
- put up with this. We either need to say this is a level of chaos and human degradation and
waste of human potential and incredible cost in society. that we are willing to tolerate because
we cannot bear to do something about it, or we need to get up, stand up and be counted and
do something about it.

We need a national law to do what New Jersey hasi done here with the assault
weapons. Again because we have a constitutional right toftravel in this country. New Jersey
can make a big dent in New Jersey's problems by abandoning these weapons here, and then
by setting up a system to try to collect them, but people are still crossing the state line all the
time.
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We need national legislation. There are several bills in the Congress, and arguments
about which one is better than the other one, but I will guarantee you they are all better than
nothing. And the Congress should pass one of those bills and send it to me this year. It
would be a great Christmas present to the American people' to stand up for safety.

Finally, let me just say that each of us in our own way are going to ask ourselves
what we can do to deal with this. We have a culture of violence. We glorify it. I was
delighted to see some of the television networks voluntarlly say that they were going to do
their best to try to monitor the content of violence and redu|ce it, and degradation of people
during prime time television.

We have got to take a whole generation of young people who have very short
attention spans for whom the future has no claim because they cannot even imagine the
future, and slowly, carefully, and one-~on-one, nelghborhood by neighborhood, community by
‘community, help them rebuild the kind of inner strength and sense of values and discipline
~ and control and hope that will permit us to go where we need to go. No law will do that, but
that is not an excuse not to pass these laws.

And let us have the courage to admit that some of these problems we will never fix
until we change our ways as a nation, and let's start with violence, begin with guns, and

prove that we can do in America what you are doing here jn New Jersey.

Radio Address, October 9, 1993

And the blanket of security for Americans has another side to it: personal security.
Our people have the right to feel safe where they live, work, play and go to school. But too
many of our people are denied that right. I've talked with parents who are afraid to send their
children to schools where other kids carry guns. I've talked with children who were so afraid
of becoming caught up with gangs, they didn't even want to leave their homes. I've talked
with police officers who felt anger and frustration at tryingl, sometimes against overwhelming
odds, to stem an epidemic of violence, especially from chlldren, better armed than police,
who shoot other children. And, most 1mp0rtantly, I've talked with the victims.

My visits with these victims made me more determined than ever to win passage of
our crime bill. This bill will help to restore a system where those -who commit crimes are
caught, those who are found guilty are convicted, those who are convicted are punished —-
sometimes by the imposition of the death penalty for especially serious crimes. I support
that. Two months ago I asked Congress to pass a tough crime bill. This month your
lawmakers will consider it. And they should pass it this year.

Remarks by the President at Yale Alumni Luncheon, '_(f)ctob-er 9, 1993
|

The second thing I want to mention is violence. This is the only country in the world
where police have to go to work every day on streets with teenagers better armed than they
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do. This is the only country in the world that would be ﬁd{iiing around after these years ——
how many years has it been since Jim Brady got shot in the attempt to assassinate Ronald
Reagan, and we stjll haven't passed the Brady bill, because people are fiddling around the
edges of it making parliamentary arguments because they're|trying to find some way to please
the people who don't like it. It's unconscionable. ' '

How can I preach to people about NAFTA, education, think of the future, and you've
got to worry about whether your kid's going to get shot going to school? We can do .
something about it. And it is time to close the massive yawning gap between our rhetoric
and the way we are organized in this society.

Remarks at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, October 12, 1993

Most of our people are law—abiding citizens who love their families more than their
own lives. But America leads the world in violent crime, has the highest percentage of its
people behind bars, has 90,000 murders in the last four yeafrs and more and more of our
children are bom into and grow up in family situations so difficult that it is hard even to
make the arguments that the rest of us have taken for granted all of our lives.

And this last point I would make to you —— if we are to be personally secure enough
to make the changes and meet the tests of this time, we mu;st protect our people better against
the ravages of violence. Our people have the right to feel safe where they live, where they
go to school and where they work. - .

My fellow Americans, I was in California the other night and I talked to people all

across the state in a hooked up town hall meeting. And thlS young African American boy, a
junior high school student, said, "Mr. President, my brothes y and I, we don't want to be in
gangs, we don't want to have gins, we don't want to cause any trouble. We want to learn, we
- want a future. And we thought our school was too unsafc,|so we decided to go to another

school and enroll in it because it was safer. And on the day we showed up to register for
school, my brother was standing right in front of me and he was shot," because he got in a
crossfire of one of these mindless, arbitrary, endless shootings that occur among children on
our streets and in our schools today. We have to stop this.| We cannot let those children be
robbed of their future. :

I know this state grieved recently when your native son Michael Jordan's father was
killed. And [ know we all wish him well as Michael embarks on a new journey in his life.
But let us not forget that 22 other men and women were kllled in that same county in your
state this year. Ten foreign tourists were killed in Florida this year, and the state grieved over
it. But in our nation's capital, in one week this summer, more than twice that many people
were killed. They were not famous, but they were the President's neighbors.
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Remarks in Interview With Radio Reporters, October 18, 1993

[The Pre51dent was asked about the Chafee bill to ban all handguns]

I think it might go a little far if it bans all handguns| just because [ think that there is
a lot of evidence that Americans have used handguns re5pon51bly for sporting purposes, that
they're not all used as weapons for committing crimes or killing people. I do believe,
however-—-and let me say first——-secondly, as a practical :mattcr, I have not yet been able to
get Congress to vote on the crime bill, including the Brady bill and the vote to ban a
comprehensive list of assault weapons.

I also know that [ heard that Senator Kohl has an amendment, which I encourage,
which would make national the ban on ownership or posscs'sion of handguns by minors unless
with their parents or another supervising adult in an appropriate setting, which might be the
way to go on the issue that Senator Chafee is concerned about Nonetheless, I hold him in
the highest regard. He's, [ think, an extremely responsible pcrson, and [ welcome the
hearings on his legislation. But [ would have a little problem with a total ban on handguns,

I would have a problem with that based On what my understanding of the situation is.

‘Again, we ought to focus on the Brady bill, the assault weapons ban, and banning
possession by minors nght now. Since | have been workmg on this in the last several
months, one of the multitude of statistics that's made the biggest impression on me is the one
that we were told a couple of weeks ago, that now someone shot in a criminal encounter is 3
times more likely to die from a gunshot would because they're likely to have nearly three
bullets in them, as opposed to only 15 years ago. That is a huge statistical change. And of
course, as | pointed out, these wounds and the homicides put an enormous financial burden
on this country, on the medical system, on the criminal justice system.

But mostly, it's an incredible human problem. We've got 90,000 people in the last 4
years murdered in America, most of them by gunshots. That's more in any single year than
were ever lost in a single year in the war in Vietnam. [ think the time has come to do
something about this. And I'm-hopeful that both Houses of Congress will act on the crime
bill and on the assault weapons. bill before the end of the yt!:ar. [ hate to keep coming back to
this, but right now [ don't know that we have the votes to pass the assault weapons ban in the
Congress. And I hope we can get the votes to do that and to pass the limitation on minors
and possession or ownership of handguns. I think if we pu:sh those now in the Brady bill,

_ then the Congress could really make a dent on the exposure of Americans to lethal violence.
' |

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundrais;er, October 21, 1993

And finally, let me say, I believe we will never meet our challenges at home and
abroad until the American people are more secure on their own streets again. For all the
violence in the Middle East, my friends, we can read storie!s every day on every street in
America that rivals anything you can read about in the Gaza in the toughest times. If you
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look at what has happened, 90,000 murders in 4 years in America, more in any given year
than ever happened at the height of the war in Vietnam; you look at the fact that this is the
only advanced country in the world, the only one where we |don't even check your criminal
record or your mental health history in some States to see if you can get a gun and where
people seriously argue that infringes on constitutional rights! This is the only country in the
‘world where police go to work on mean streets every day and confront young pcoplc who
grew up in chaotic circumstances who are often better armed than they are.

...We are breeding generation after generation of people who have no claim to the
mainstream of this society and on whom the future has no clalm We are breeding so many
people who are so alienated and who have no sense of all thesc things that you and [ came
here to celebrate tonight. Just 3 weeks ago, a little girl named Launice Smith was shot and
killed in this city. She was on a playground 3 1/2 miles from this wonderful building. She
was 4 years old, one of 1,500 people who are shot in this tdwn every year, our Nation's
Capital. Her father could not go to her funeral because hes in prison for shooting another 4-
year-old on another playground: several years ago when he was 19 and got in an argument
over hair barrettes. He got angry, and another kid handed’ hlm a gun, and he used it.

Remarks in the Radio Address, October 23, 1993

" One of the problems in inspiring that confidence in Amcrzca is that we've become the
most dangerous big country in the world. - We have a h:ghclr percentage of our pcoplc behind
bars than any other nation in thé world. We've had 90,000 murders in this country in the last
4 years. The American people increasingly feel that they’re|not secure in their homes, on
their streets, or even in their schools. This explosion of crime and violence is changing the
way our people live, making too many of us hesitant, often |p:anralyzcd with fear at a time
when we need to be bold. When our children are dying, oft:en at the hands of other children
with guns, it's pretty tough to talk about anything else. Todlay, there are more than 200
million guns on our streets, and we have more Federally licensed gun dealers———from your

Federal Government for only $10---than we have gas stations.

[t's prompted the corner grocer to shut down bcc:ausc| he feels threatened. It's made
the shopper afraid to enter a parking garage at night. It's made children think twice about
“going to school because classmates have been shot there. \It\’s made parents order their

children inside in broad daylight because of gunfire.

Nothing we aspire to in our Nation can finally be achieved unless first we do
something about children who are no longer capable of distinguishing right from wrong, about
people who are strangely unaffected by the violence they do| to others, about the easy
avallablllty of handguns or assault weapons that are made solely for the purpose of killing or
maiming others, about the mindless temptations of easy drugs.

Every time we feel the need to view strangers with suspicion or to bar our homes and
cars against intrusion or we worry about the well-being of the child we send off to grade
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school, we lose a little part of what America should mean. [Some of these problems were
decades in the making, and we know we can't solve them o.rernight, but within adversity
there is some hope today: '

...We are dedicated to restoring and expanding personal security for people who work
hard and play by the rules. We're dedicated to insisting on more responsibility from those
who should' exercise it. We have a comprehensive crime bill that says we need more police,
fewer guns, tougher laws, and new alternatives for first offenders. We're asking for a new
direction in the control of illegal drugs to make our streets safer. We're asking all our people
to take more personal re5p0n51b111ty for their health, their lives, and the well-being of their
children.

I believe the American people have decided simply and finally they are sick and tired
of living in fear. They are prepared to reach beyond the slogans and the easy answers to
. support what works, to experiment with new ideas, and to fmally, finally do something about
this crime and violence. If we do it together, we'll make Amenca more prosperous and more
“secure. We'll have the courage, the self-confidence, the openness to make the other changes
we need to make to put the American people first in the months and years to come.
Remarks at the National Italian-American Foundation 'I|)inner, October 23, 1993
We have a whole generation of children growing up |who will not be able to tell these
stories, who shoot each other on the street, who have access to guns in a way they would not
have access in any other country in the world. We say we're a law and order country. We're
the most religious, big country in the entire world, by far, and we're the only ones that let
teenagers be better armed than police, who have no structure, order in their lives, who have
no identity with a future, who impulsively do things that d’cstroy others and themselves.

Remarks Announcmg Federal Procurement Reforms and Spending Cut Proposals,
October 26, 1993

..We ought to take some of that money that your Government has been wasting all
these years and use it to uphold Government's first reSpon51b111ty, which is to keep our
citizens safe here at home. With that money, we can make our crime bill even stronger.

...I want Congress to pass this crime bill and pass thf|: savings I've asked to help pay .
for it. [ want them to know that if these cuts aren't passed, I'm going to come back with
more cut. And if those aren't passed, I'll come back with still more. I'll keep coming back
until we have the money we need to make America safer.. ‘
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Remarks to the Medical Community at Johns Hopkins U
October 28, 1993 .

niversity in Baltimore, Md,

It goes way beyond that. We have certain group bcl'lnaviors in this country that are
imposing intolerable burdens on the health care system, which will never be remedies. And

we must recognize every time another kid takes another assa

ult weapon onto another dark

street and commits another random drive-by shooting and sends another child into the Johns

Hopkins emergency room, that adds to the cost of health care. It is a human tragedy. It is
also the dumbest thing we can permit to continue to go on for our long-term economic

health. Why do we continue to permit this to happen?

And most important of all, we have got to do someth

ing about the rising tide of

violence in this country. There's a crime bill that Congress can give you for a Christmas

- present that includes the Brady bill and more police officers
kids, and we ought to pass it. We ought to pass it before th

Remarks on Signing the Executive Order on Historically
Universities, November 1, 1993

on the street and alternatives for

¢ Congress goes home.

Black Colleges and

I'd like to close by mentioning a very disturbing article that appeared in the moming

paper here. You may have scen it, about children in our N |

ation's Capital, not even teenagers,

discussing their own funerals, planning their funerals, thinking about what they would wear

and what music they hope would be played. I am profoundt
debate this week on the crime biil, on the Brady bill, on the

y concemed as we take up the
establishment of boot camps as

alternatives to prison for young people, on trying to get more law enforcement officers on our
streets, that we not underestimate the gravity of the task before us. Somehow we have to get

‘those young people to you, and through you, to the world.

I say that not to end this on a down moment but to r¢
this is, what you are doing. A lot of these kids still won't h
job well. And we have to find a way for you to reach them
we want to make it, we've got to find a way to remind the r¢
all in this together. We cannot afford to have 11-year-olds
They need to be thinking about their children. You can do t

Remarks in Photo Opportunity with Jim and Sarah Bfad

emind you of just how important
ave a chance if you don’t do your
at an even earlier point. And if
=st of America that we are really
thinking about their funerals.
hat.

y, November 2, 1993

[The President was asked about the impact of the Brady Bill.]

-

What the Brady bill wou.l'd do, it would make uniforn? the requirement —- the losing
battle a lot of states are fighting now because they're all alone to at least check those people
who do buy from registered gun dealers. And there are an enormous number of people who

do have criminal backgrounds, who have mental health problem, who don't even meet any

kind of age requirement. We would be able to check all that

, uniformly nationwide.
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We find now that in a lot of states that have pretty strict gun laws, an enormous
percentage of the guns that are confiscated by law enforcement officials every year come -
from other states that don't. So we do have some evidence that these laws work, that it's not
the end all and be all. We've got a.couple hundred million guns out there. There are a lot of
other problems that we need to deal with in terms of mmors in possession, in terms of assault
weapons, in terms of the way the permitting process works for federal arms dealers.

But the Brady bill is the first step. And we are going to pass it this year, I believe
because the American people finally have heard the long call of Jim and Sarah Brady.
They've been out here on this for yecars and years and ycar's, often times alone with no
support. And finally, thanks to the leadership of the members of Congress who are here and
others, we're going to be able to put it over.

...And you read all the these stories, like the story that was in The Washington Post
yesterday of the children planning for their funerals, I think|it's going to be very difficult got
the Congress to justify continued inaction on what millions of Americans believe is the
number one problem in their lives. :

Remarks to Bipartisan Congressibnal Leadership Meeting, November 5, 1993

[The President made this comment the day after thé Byrd amendment, increasing the
crime bill's funding to $22 billion, was attached to the crime bill.]

I am delighted that now both Houses have acted on the crime legisiation. I
congratulate the House and Senate, and [ look forward to wl)rking with them on getting the
strongest possible crime bill our we can; and hopefully meeting the goal that I have had for a
long time now putting another 100,000 police officers on the street, which I am convinced
will do more in less time to lower the crime rate than anything else. [ also hope that we can
now move forward to a debate in the Senate and the House ion the Brady Bill. And I hope
that it will pass before the Senate goes home and the House goes home.

Remarks by the President on "Meet the Press,” November 7, 1993

We ought to pass our crime bill here and put anothcg 100,000 police on the street and
do it right in community policing. But we have to get work back into the lives of people.
you know you can't have generation after generation not knowmg work and expect there to be
structure and order in people's lwcs :

[ think this country nccds a community strategy which deals with the crises of drugs,
violence, crime, the family and work. And we need to go-niot only nationally, but at the
grass—roots level. And we need to understand that there's some basic things we have to do.
If you want families to stay together, you've got to make it possible for peopie to be

successful workers and successful parents.
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Remarks at NAFTA Press Conference, November 10, 1993

[The President was asked about what he would do about crime and violence, beyond
the crime bill.]

- We have to rebuild families and communities in this country. We've got to take more
responsibility for these little kids before they grow up and start shooting each other. We have
to find ways to offer hope and to reconnect people. When children start shooting children the
way they're doing now, and little kids go around planning their own funerals, what that means
is that they're a whole lot of people, millions of people in this country, who literally are not
even playing by the same set of rules that all the rest of us take for granted. And we have
learned in this country to accept many things that are unacceptable. And I think the President
has a pulpit, Teddy Roosevelt's bully pulpit, that I have to use and work hard on and try to
live by to try to help rebuild the conditions of family and community and education and
opportunity.

..First of all, the Attorney General and Secretary Cisneros and a number of other
people are now working in our administration on how we can develop a comprehensive
approach to the whole issue of violence in our society and how we can merge that with what
we want to do in terms of community empowerment, and how it will fit with all the things
that we are now doing. And I think what you will see from us over the next several months
is a sustained, organized, disciplined approach so that we don't just respond to the horror we
all feel when a little kid gets shot after being picked up off the street like happened here last
weekend, or when the children plan their funerals. [ want to give -- I want to put this right
at the center of what we're doing. '

[ have spent years going to neighborhoods and tatking to people and dealing with
issues that most politicians in national government have not talked a lot about. I care a great
deal about this. There is a lot of knowledge in this town about it. Senator Moynihan wrote a
very powerful article just a couple of weeks ago on how we have defined deviancy down. I
think there's an enormous bipartisan willingness to face this. What I think I have to do is to
mobilize every person in my government to do what can be done to address these problems.
And you will see that coming out after the Congress goes home and in my addrcss to the
people next year when. the Congress begins.

Remarks at the Mason Temple Church of God In Chnst, Memphis, Tennessee,
November 13, 1993

But I guess what I really want to say to you todag;", my fellow Americans, is that we
can do all of this and still fail unless we meet the great crisis of the spirit that is gnpplng
America today.

..If Martin Luther King, who said, "Like Moses, [ am on the mountaintop and I can
see the promised land, but I'm not going to be able to get there with you, but. we will get
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there," —- if he were to reappear by my side today and give us a report card on the last 25
years, what would he say?...He would say, I did not live and die to see the American family
destroyed. [ did not live and die to see 13-year—old boys:get automatic weapons and gun
down 9-year—olds just for the kick of it. I did not live and die to see young people destroy
their own lives with drugs and then build fortunes destroying the lives of others. That is not
what 1 came here to do. '

I fought for freedom, he would say, but not for the freedom of people to kill each
other with reckless abandon; not for the freedom of children to have children and the fathers
of the children walk away from them and abandon them as if they don't amount to anything.
I fought for people to have the right to work, but not to have whole communities and people
abandoned. This is not what I lived and died for.

My fellow Americans, he would say, [ fought to stbp white people from being so ‘
filled with hate that they would wreak violence on black people. [ did not fight for the right
of black people to murder other black people with reckless abandon.

...The freedom to do that kind of thing is not what Martin Luther King lived and died
for. It's not what people gathered in this hallowed church for the night before he was
assassinated in April, 1968. If you had told anybody who was here in that church on that
night that we would abuse our freedom in that way, they would have found it hard to believe.
And I tell you it is our moral duty to tum it around.

...How would we explain to him all these kids getting killed and killing each other?
How would we justify the things that we permit that no other country in the world would
permit? How could we explain that we gave people the freedom to succeed and we created
conditions in which millions have used that freedom to destroy the things that make life
worth living and life itself? We cannot. :

And I say to you today, my fellow Americans, you gave me this job. And we're
making progress on the things you hired me to do. But unless we deal with the ravages of
crime and drugs and violence and unless we recognize that it's due to the breakdown of the
family, the community and the disappearance of jobs; and unless we say some of this cannot
be done by government because we have to reach deep inside to the values, the spirit, and the
soul and the truth of human nature, none of the other things we seek to do will ever take us
where we need to go.

So in this pulpit, on this day, let me ask all of you iri your hear to say we will honor
the life and the work of Martin Luther King; we will honor the meaning of our church; we
will somehow, by God's grace, we will turn this around. We will give these children a future.
We will take away their guns and give them books. We will take away their despair and give
them hope. We will rebuild the families and the neighborhoods and the communities. We
won't make all the work that has gone on here benefit just:a few. We will do it together by
the grace of God. - ‘
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March 24, 19534

MEMORANDUM FOR RAHM, BRUCE

FROM: RON |
SURJECT: CRIME POINTS FOR_TONIGHT'S PRESS CONFERENCE

Here are the points I would like to see the President make

tonight in his Press Conference:

The Republicans are letting politics stand in the way of
progress on the Crime Bill. Last November, the Senate
passed a vercsion of the Crime Bill I support -- and all
through this month, the House Committeses have been working
hard to move it through that body.

Yesterday, the Republicans voted in lockstep to try to
prevent it from even being debated in the House. They've
pledged to slow its consideration, to try tie it up in _
procedures -- and now the House is going to go out for its
Easter recess without acting on this bill.

This is a smart, tough, substantial Crime Bill. It
includes: '

-- The first 50,000 police on the way te putting 100,000
more police on our streets;

-~  Tough punishments for violent criminals, like "three
strikes"™ and the death penalty for cop killers;

- An attack on youth violence, with boot camps, drug
courts -- and something for these kids to say "yese" to:
like Boys/Girls Clubs, and keeping schools open later,
Midnight Basketball, and job training and placement;

-= A plan to prevent and rsduce crime before it happens;

-- And $3 billicn to open new prisons to lock up the most
dangerous offenders out onh the street.

I can't imagine why -- other than politiecs -- that the
Republicans wanted to block this bill. They wanted to offer
amendments -« we said, "go ahead, offer a dozen, offer two
dozen," -- and they said, "nope, not enough."

The time for delaying and posturing on crime is over. T
have met with Speaker Foley, and Majority Leader Gephardt,
and asked them to make the Crime Bill the first order of
business when the Congress returns. And I have asked them
to keep the House working on this bill -- through weekends,
late at night, whatever -- until it is done.
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» And I have asked the Attorney General, Janet Reno, who, with
the rest of my Cabinet, has been working hard this past
month to get the bill passed -- to travel the country during
the Congressional recess, and explain to the Amerlcan people
just why this bill is so important.

. I want this bill passed by the House by April __ , the end of
National Victims of Crime Week. 2And I want a Conference
Report on this bill, passed by both the House and the
Senate, and ready for my signature, by May 15th, the
Natiocnal Law Enforcement Memorial Day -- the day on which we
remenber the heroic men and wemen who have fallen in the
line of duty.

] The American people will accept no lass =- I will accept no
less.
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BRIEF BUMMARY OF KRY ADMINTIETRATYON-BUPPORTED
PROVISIONS IN THE HOUSE CRIME BILL

More Pollce and Community Policing: The House bill funds
50,000 new police officers -— evenly-divided between large
and small cities -- deployed in community policing programs.

" t and Tough" Approach to Yout e_and Violence:
This b1ill focuses on youthful violence 1in numerous ways:

- with proveﬁ and extensive crime prevention programs (as
discussed below);

- ==  With boot camps for youthful offenders, as a second-

chance for kids who get off-track;

- Wwith 4rug courts to get young drug users turned around
before it is too late;

- With 2 ban on juvenlle gun possession;

- And, for hardened young criminals, the authority to try
13~year olds as adults.

Measures to Stiffly Punish Violent Crime: The bill includes

several important steps, including:

- The President's "three strikes and you're out! proposal
for repeat violent offenders;

- The death penalty for the most heinous of murders,

. including killing a federal law enforcement officer;

- A $3 billion plan for grants to state and local
governments to expand prisens te held 30,000 more
violent offenders and criminal aliens.

A Substantial Crime Prevention Agenda: The bill includes

‘almost $6 billion in crime prevention programs, including:

- The President's "YES" program (Youth Employment

Skills), to get job training and opportunities to kids
in hard-hit, high-crime areas;

- Ounce of pravention programe to keep schoeols open after
hours, and to expand after-scheool activities like Boys
and Girls clubg, that keep kids off the streets;

- Innovative alternatives, like Midnight Sports and

Police Partnerships with youths.

‘Attack on Viglence Against Women: The bill includes this
"plan to increase penalties and prevention efforts aimed at

domestic violence and scxual assauits.

~Much, Much More: Among the many other adminigstration-backed
'provisions are laws teo promote victims rights; to prevent

child abuse; te provide a mandatory minimum "safety-valve"
for non-vielent offenders; and to increase penalties for

“hate crimes.
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The President of the United States ol P&(ﬂ ~
- 8pm DRAFT: Rally to pass the crime bill [/«-.60 \
South Lawn

April 14, 1994

1 want to thank all of you on the front lines of the fight against crime for coming to
Washington today. '

Behind me stand the heroes who stand behind us every day, the people who wake up
every morning, put on a uniform and put their lives on the line to protect our safety. There
are 100 of them from every state in America. They do good work, and that’s why we want
to put another 100,000 like them on our streets over the next five years. To them, and to you
mayors, I want to say thank you for bringing and holding America’s communities together.

Last week, I was in communities like yours across the country. The Attorney
General was t00. And everywhere we went, people wanted answers to the crime problem.
We've got to give our people hope so we can take away their fear.

[News] At one public housing project in Chicago people just died in
in which 300 shootings were reported to | police. In trying to this problem, Vince
Lane, the head of the Chicago Housirg Authority, has becomed hero to public housing
residents. Bui a week ago y, the Authority’s s and sweep policy was declared
unconstitutional by a fed€ral district judge. :

Every law abiding American -- rich and poor alike -- has a right to raise their child .n
safety. To live out of the line of gunfire. And away from the shadows of criminals who
invade their halls and terrorize their homes. Not just a few Americans. Not just some
Americans. But all Americans. Every American. Everywhere.

So, today, 1 am announcing a new nationwide policy to help the residents of
America’s public housing take back their homes from crime:

[Tenants] First of all, it puts ten irst. It will give reside public housing more
responsibility in managin places they call home. TheCriminals have been running the
show for too long. K% time to put the good peo ack in charge.

[Secure] Second, this policy will public housing to prot ¢ safety of the resident.
HUD will work with local houstig officials, pohce dep fits and tenant associations to put
more guards in public heuSing, to fill up vacant a ents where criminals nest, to put
metal detectors e entrances and to make ies and h s and other public spaces
safe.

[Search] Third and finally, this policy altows for legal searches aintain safety. The
lease of every public housing ten ill say officials can for illegal weapons -- in
apartments or on suspects -- dufing an emergency wherresidents are in danger. And we
will give tenants’ grou e authority to make rules even more strict where they choose to.



[Crime Bill] When you go to Capitol Hill today, tell Congress to do their part, too. Tell
them to give you the tools you need to do your job, to make our communities safe. Tell
them. to say yes to the crime bill without delay. With your help, we’re going to make the
crime bill the law of the land.

[Police] These officers behind me deserve our support. Tell Congress that you and I want
another 100,000 police on the streets. Tell them that once they pass the cnme bill, I'm
going to cut through the bureaucracy and cut the red tape so that 20,000 new officers are
hired, trained, and ready to go within the first year.

" When deployed right, more police out in our communities means less crime. In Los
Angeles, after the earthquake in January, Mayor Riordan and Chief Williams responded to an
explosive situation by increasing the police on the streets, and the crime rate went down
significantly. The Los Angeles Times said it "helped keep criminals off the streets in record
numbers." The people of L.A. rose to the occasion because they saw the police in their
communities and knew they were not alone. We can’t let America’s communities fight this
problem alone any longer.

{[Punishment] No matter how many more police we put into our communities, we'll be
wasting their time and their lives if we don’t get the repeat criminals off the streets.

A small number of violent criminals today are responsible for a large portion of the
violent crimes. We know that. That’s why the crime bill gives us tougher laws and more
prison cells to make sure the dangerous cnminals get put away. And it will provide us with
smarter, less costly punishments for the nonviolent criminals -- like boot camps for juvenile
offenders and drug treatment so hard-core drug users don’t bring their bad habits back into
our neighborhoods.

{Prevention] On Monday at the Justice Department, I met a young man named Eddie
Culanda {kuh-TONN-duh], from Boston. In front of law enforcement officials from all over
the country, he said, "I used to hate the police.” (A very brave and honest young man.) He
said, "I used to hate the police [because] I used to run the streets with my friends."

But he got away from gangs and drugs thanks to a community policing program, the
kind of after school activity these officers belong to back home. The police in Boston
probably saved this young man’s life. And he knows it. When he introduced the two
officers who had come down to Washington with him, he said they "were there for me like
brothers." '

We need more role models. We need to re-establish the basic things that connect
people to one another in a community. We need more jobs, so young people will say yes to
good paying work no to the high cost of crime. The crime bill will do all of these things.
They work and we need more of them,

[We're a"_on same side] Crime prevention works best when all of us realize that we’re
on the same side. Look at us here today: Republican Mayors. Democratic Mayors. Police



Chiefs. Civilians, Community Leaders. Business owners. Neighborhood people. We're
all in this together. _

For six, long years, America has waited for a comprehensive, national crime law
because people in this town have been caught up in political debates that do nothing to
, . o s . .. T T T e
improve_the_quality of_life in your communities. Lonservatives on the right have said, DO'&[

it Q\Hr/:v;y.“ Liberals on the Jeft have said, "No, do it our way."

All of the posturing behind the scenes helps nobody on the front lines. And the
Amencan people don’t care two bits about left or right. They want what works -- more
police, where it works. More punishment where it works. And, yes, more prevention
where it works. The bill we want is a balanced, bipartisan, comprehensive approach to
crime that gives people in America’s communities the tools they need to do their job.

I came to Washington because 1 wanted this city to help people solve their problems
at home. That’s what the cime bill does. And look at how we pay for it. Not through new
taxes, but by cutting the federal bureaucracy by over 250,000 positions, down to the lowest
level since John F. Kennedy was President. We’re going to get Amenica’s money out from
behind the desks here in Washington and put it to work in your communities where it will do
the most good. '

Let’s give our people hope and take away their fear.
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Good morning. In 1991, before I began my campaign for the
Presidency, I visited the Rockwell Housing Project {ck) in
Chicago and saw again firsthand what happens to our children when
they live too long in the shadow of fear. Dozens of children
rushed out to greet me. They were so happy to have someone to
tell their stories to. They talked of gunshots and drug dealers,
of late-night knocks at their doors and hallways where thaey dared
not stray. Almost all of the stories had one theme: The :
childhoods and the futures of these young Americans were being
stolen from them, and they felt desperately alone.

In trying to show them that they are not alone, Vince Lane,
the head of the Chicago Housing Authority, has become one of our
genuine heroes. He put into effect a search and sweep policy to
clean up Chicago’s public housing communities ut just over a
week ago, a federal district judge declaread tgﬂg\?ollcy L

#@4«. Al
AM

unconstitutional.
ZJM.‘A—- ﬁ W

Every law abiding American -- rich or poor -- has the rlqht s
to raise children without fear of criminals terrorizing them A {uwn
where they live. That is why, as soon as I heard about the e
court’s decision, I instructed Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development Henry Cisneros and Attorney General Janet Reno to
devise a constitutional and effective way to protect the
residents of America’s public housing communities.

Secretary Cisneros and Attorney General Reno moved
immediately. And, today, I am announcing a new policy to help
public housing residents take back their homes from crime.

First, this new'policy will give public housing residents
more responSLblllty in managlng the safety of their homes. (Do we
need more here’) }

Second, -we will do more to protect them. The'Department of

- Housing and Urban Development will work with local housing

officials, police departments and tenant associations to put more
officers in public housing, to £ill up vacant apartments where
criminals nest, to put metal detectors at the entrances and to
make public spaces safe.

Finally, we want every tenant to be a partner in maintaining
safety. Every public housing tenant will be asked to consent to a
lease that says, when an emergency arises and residents are in
danger, officials can search for illegal weapons -- in apartments

- or on suspects. And we will give tenants’ groups the authority to

make rules even mpre_strict if that’s what they choose to do.



This new policy honors the principles of personal and
community responsibility at the heart of so much we are doing in
this administration. It also shows all Americans that their
government can move swiftly and effectively on their behalf.

It is now time to move swiftly on the crime bill before
Congress. As I visit communities across this country, people, no
matter what their incomes and no matter where they live, plead
for help with the problems of crime and violence that are tearing
us apart. _

The tough and smart crime bill Congress is now debating
provides the right balance of protection, punishment, and
prevention., It will put 100,000 more officers on the streets for.
community policing efforts that work. It will make "three-
strikes-and-you’re-out”" the law of the land and provide money for
new prisons. And it will provide for alcohol and drug abuse
education, for after-school programs and many other preventive
efforts that will give our young people a future to say yes to.

We are facing a crucial moment in the crime bill debate. All
Americans should tell Congress, as you tell me, that you have
waited long enough for a comprehensive national crime bill. That
you don’t want partisan bickering. That you need this help to
take back your communities.

This crime bill is for all Americans. But nobody needs it
more than pecple like a mother of three who lives right here in
Washington. One week ago, the 33-year-old woman came home after
celebrating her 10-year-old daughter’s birthday. She found a gang
of gunmen ransacking her home. The mother pleaded with the
intruders to spare her children, "If you believe in God, please
don’t shoot my children. Shoot me," she begged.

She got a cold, terrifying answer from one gunman. "I don’t
believe in God," he said. Then he put the gun to the head of one
of her daughter’s, pulled the trigger and killed her. Bcfore the
gunfire ceased, another child and the mother lay on the floor,
shot in the head. And her three-year-old son witnessed the whole
nightmare. ' '

Who were these heartless murderers? The police now believe
the shootings were part of a robbery carried out by youths who
hang out in the very apartment complex where that mother was
. trying to raise her children.

There are many rights that our laws and our constitution.
guarantee to every citizen of this country. But that mother and
her children -~ and millions of others like them -- have certain
rights we are letting slip away. They include the right to go out
- to the playground and the right to sit by an open window. The
right to walk to the corner without fear of getting caught in
gunfire, The right to go to school safely in the morning. And the
right to go out for your tenth birthday without coming home to



blqédshed and terror.

The crime bill that Congress must pass will help us take -
back those rights. So will the new policy I have just put in
place to help protect public housing residents. We must decide
together that we cannot tolerate one more tragedy like the one
that befell that mother. Then, together, we must act to take back
our homes for the sake of our children.

Thanks for listening.
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President William J. Clinton
Saturday Radio Address
April 23, 1994 (taped April 22, 199%4)

Good morning. I’m happy to report to you today that we‘re

‘closing in on a top priority for the American people: winning a

crime bill that will make our homes, schools and communities
safer.

This week the House followed the Senate and passed a version
of the bill. We can thank the hard work of the leadership under
Speaker Tom Foley, who, true to his word, put this legislation on

‘the front burner. In doing that, he helped break almost five

years of gridlock over this single bill, as Democrats and
Republicans joined to pass it by an overwhelming majority.

But the hard work isn‘t over, not yet.

The leaders on Capitol Hill now must hammer together the
House and Senate versions. This is their top priority: on that I
have their pledge. And as soon as they produce a bill that the
American people deserve, I’l1l sign it. That’s my pledqge.

While I,cohératulatelthe Congress, the credit for forcing
this legislation along must go to you, the American people.

You sounded the alarm over crime. You told your lawmakers .
that -the greatest nation on earth should not also be the place
where 90 percent of all youth homicides are committed... should .
not be a place where 1 in 20 teen-agers carry a gun to school..
should not be a place where gang members are often better armed.
than the police. In short, the greatest nation on earth should
not also be the most violent. :

And Washington got the message.

It heard the anguish of our people over the fate of young
Polly Klass, who was abducted from her home and murdered by a
repeat, violent offender. And over James Jordan, the father of
Michael Jordan, killed in a robbery. And over mass murders with
assault weapons... in a plaza in San Francisco... on a train in
long Island... at a fast—-food restaurant outside Chicago.

Each time they were visited by this kind of violence,
Americans felt a sense of common c1v111ty, security and humanity
wither just a llttle bit more. '

But now, we’‘re on the verge of d01ng something concrete to

change that. And we can‘t waste a minute,

In the coming weeks [can insert deadline here], I want crime
legislation delivered to my desk that includes the best of both

1



the Senate and House bills... a bill that includes more police,
punishment and prevention.

I want 100-thousand more police officers for community
policing... the House voted for 50-thousand, but that’s not
enough. We’ve seen in cities like Los Angeles and Houston,
putting more officers on the streets is a.proven way. to prevent
crime. :

I want the House to join the Senate to ban the weaponé of
war that plague our streets: assault weapons.

I want both Houses to tailor a provision to put away repeat,
violent offenders... and put them away for good: three strikes
and they’re out.

I want to help the states build the prisons they need to
close the revolving door and stop .letting criminals go free after
serving, on average, less than half of their sentenced time. 

_ The legislation I sign will fight crime agalnst women and it
will take on youth crime.

It will employ boot camps to shake up the first-time
offender and give him another chance at life... and drug courts
to get the drug abuser treatment so he won’t be a repeat
crlmlnal.

And it will give young people something to say yes to: More
after-hours clean and safe activity, like midnight basketball and
job programs. We need to give young people who want to play by
the rules the chance to get ahead.

This iIs the most sweeping crime bill ever, the first to put
extra police on the streets and the first to include crime
prevention. On this we can’t cut corners, and we don’t have to. I
believe we must pay for it through a Violent Crime Reduction
Trust Fund. This fund will cut the Federal bureaucracy by 252-
thousand positions and use the savings to fight crime. I think
that’s a good trade for the American people. :

I'm asking the Congress to move guickly on this... and if
they do, I/11 cut through the red tape and put the first 20-
thousand extra police officers on the street w1th1n one year.
That’s how urgent this is. :

Americans are weary of picking up the paper and reading.
about attacks like the one that occurred just this week in
Norristown, Pennsylvania, a working-class community outside of
Philadelphia: A 12-vear-old girl shot in the face with a _semi-
automatic handgun. It was breoad daylight and she was getting off




the school bus, surrounded by classmates. The boy arrested was

13-vears-old.

Amer icans have the right to know that when their child goes

.to school, the other children are packing books, not guns. Our

legislation bans juvenile ownership of handguns.

We are a country with the greatest of freedoms. But we must
accept that with those freedoms come greater personal
respon51b111t1es.

‘our responsibility now is to reclaim a part of Amerlca where

- freedoms do not trample on our greater liberties.

This is not a time for partisanship, for polltlcs or for
posturing. It’s time to do what‘s rlght by America.

Thanks for listening:
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Of all the threats to our nation abroad and at home, one of the greatest threats to our
future is insecurity. Qur society is burdened by too much fear today: fear that somebody
might take my health care away; fear that somebody might take my job away; fear that
somebody might take my life away. , :

Where these fears persist our people are not free. We must conquer these fears and
take control over the great forces that shape the way we work and live.

For years the deficit spiraled out of control, and no one did anything real about it,
until we passed our deficit reduction plan this year. We showed that America doesn't have to
run from its problems, that we could take the diff'cult but necessary step to protect our
national economic security. :

For decades, our health care costs have spiraled out of control, and millions of our
people have lived in fear of losing health care. -‘No one will have done anything about it for
every American until we pass our plan. We're going to guarantee you health care security.
We're going to pass a law that says nobody can take your health care coverage away. Ever.

If we ever want to be a healthy nation with a health care system we can afford, if we
want to stop wasting tax dollars on unnecessary costs, then we must gain control over the
violence that claims too many lives today.

This is not a problem in Florida alone. This 1s a national epidemic.

Flondians and Americans nationwide share a visceral anguish over the senseless _
murders that have captured our attention in recent weeks. We should be outraged at every act
of violence across America today, regard]ess of the color of the v1ct1ms skin, or the country
of their birth. '

Earher in the summer, our country was shocked and saddened when Michael Jordan's
father was shot and killed. But who mourned the twenty-two others kilied in Robeson
County, North Carolina, this year? No, they weren't celebrities. Nor were they tourists from
abroad. They were our neighbors; and to most of us they remain unknown.

When I was born, homicide was not even on the list of the ten leading causes of death
in America. In fact, throughout my lifetime, homicide never made it to that list until 1989,
Today, homicide is the second leading cause of death for Americans aged 15 to 25, and tmore
of our teenage boys die from gunshots than from any other cause.

The day after the Rev. Martin Luther _King Jr. was shot and killed, Robert Kennedy
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said this about violence in America: "Some look for scapegoats, others look for conspiracies,
but this much 1s clear: violence breeds violence, repression brings retaliation, and only a
- cleansing of our whole society can remove this sickness from our soul.”

Every country in the world has its sinners and its saints. No society is free of wrong,
But the moral test of any society 1s how its people overcome it

American society has undergone tremendous changes in our lifetimes, but as crime and
violence have risen, many have retreated. They've gone inside. Locked their doors. Turned
on the television, and tuned out.

Law abiding citizens imprison themselves in isolation, while future criminals wean
themselves on the bitterness of alienation. Too many young men are growing up without
fathers in streets without laws facing lives without hope. -

Americans of all races: and walks of life are being numbed to disregard the humanity
that surrounds us. As my friend Senator Moynihan, of New York, has put it "we are getting
used to a lot of behavior that is not good for us.”

He's right, Security begins with responsibility. We should ask more of our neighbors.
. We should expect more of our children. We should demand more of their parents. '

For years, people on the right have said, "Let others worry about themselves." And
for years, people on the left have said, "Let government ‘take care of it all." Both of these
sides are wrong. Governments don't raise children -- parents do. But people can't raise
children in isolation, They need support from active community lives that teach and thrive on
mutual responsibility. ' '

If there is a silver lining in these clouds it is this: violence doesn't have to be a wedge
used to divide Americans for political gain. It can be a cause that brings us together.

~ That's what this Marine Institute is about. You are giving young people a chance to
take their future back, showing them that life has meaning beyond gangs and drugs, teaching
them that actions have consequences, that responsibility brings rewards, respect and self-
esteem; and you have let them know that they belong to a community, an identity larger than
themselves.

St. Petersburg's Chief of Police, Darre}l Stephens, has been one of the nation's [eaders
(n community policing, changing the way law enforcement approaches crime -- moving from
old ways of reaction to new ways of prevention, workmg with peop]e in the places they call
home. :

In communities all across America, brave mothers and fathers and neighbors are
Joining together to drive crack houses from their blocks. They're pushing for better lighting
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on their streets. And they're speaking up to let the entertainment industry know that it ought
to be ashamed of all the wolence and disrespect for human life that our chlldren are exposed
to on the tube every day. :

In the fight to control violence,.state governments should be applauded too. Just last
week in Colorado, my former colleague Gov. Roy Romer signed a law that prohibits juveniles
from owning handguns. He joined Gov. Florio, of New Jersey, and the 17 other states that
have passed that law this year..

While these constructive measures have been taken across the states, more people in
Washington talk tough about crime than do anything to stop the violence. You're sick and
tired of hearing politicians say "enough is enough." It's time to back up tough talk with real
action. o S :

We're the only nation on earth that lets teenagers roam the streets at random with
assault weapons and be better armed than our police. It's time to put an end to that.

Like the young pCOplel here today, America's young people should be learning new
skills -- and killing other people should not be one of them. I've talked to children in this
country whose greatest fear is getting shot on the way to and from school. It's time to put an
end to that.

T will fight to pass the crime bill introduced yesterday'by Senator Joe Biden, of
Delaware, and Congressman Jack Brooks, of Texas. It puts 50,000 more police officers on
the streets. It streamiines the process for death penalty appeals to bring the system under
control. It will help give citizens who obey the rules a criminal justice system where
criminals get caught, the guilty get convicted, and the convicted go punished for their crimes.

This crime bill also expands support for places like this Institute -- and places like the
boot camps for juvenile offenders we did in Arkansas -- which teach young people
responsibility, and give them drug treatment if they need it too.

And finally, once and for all, it's time to pass the Brady Bill. Before anyone in
Washington asks you to exercise dlsmplme on your streets, you ask them if they ve exercised
discipline in the nation's capital.

Our administration has already brought discipline to the budget process. We're going
to bring discipline to the health care system. Help us bring some discipline to our streets and
our schools when it comes time for Congress to vote on that crime bill.

All of you here in St. Petersburg, Florida, have shown America that to protect our
personal security, we must begin to restore our belief in community and responsibility. There
is plenty of work and plenty of opportunity for us all. Together, and for the sake of all our
children, please help me free our people from this fear. | Thank you and God bless you all.
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THE PRESIDENT. I'm delighted to see all of you here.
And I want to especially recognize Secretary Shalala.and my good
friend Marian Wright Edelman. Senator Biden, thank you for being
here, sir. Congresswoman Schroeder; Congressman Edwards; and my
former colleague and longtime friend Governor Jim Thompson from
Illinois; Oprah Winfrey: Lynn Swann, and Andrew Vachss. Thank you
all very much for helping this day to come to pass. .

The holiday season is a time for sharing the warmth of
human contact with families and friends.. And making this a joyous
and safe time for children everywhere is important. That makes this
legislation, the National Child'Protection Act, especially
significant. With it we can give a great gift, a much improved
systen for protecting our children from being abused or harmed by
_ those to whom we have entrusted them. '

: _Not unlike the Brady Bill, this law creates a national
data base network. This one. can be used by any child care provider
in America to conduct a background check to determine if a job
applicant can be trusted with our children; and if not, to prevent
that person from ever working with children. :

For the first time we'll have a system in place to
protect the many millions of Amerioan ‘children who receive care and
supervision in formal day care and in other settings from other
organizations. This law will give us the ‘tools we need to safeguard
children from those who have perpetrated crimes of child abuse or sex
abuse or drug use or those who have been convicted of felonies. It's
very important that we give working parents peace of mind about child
care. _ _

A majority of mothers with young children now work
outside the home. Six million children are placed in formal day care
settings everyday. Balancing work and family is hard. And parents
are worried about their personal security and the security of their
children in an increasingly violent world :

Like the Brady Bill and the crime bill which I hope and
believe will pass soon, this act will help us to take our streets,
our neighborhoods, the institutions we rely on back for American
values and American children. There is nothing more important that
our’ government could be doing now. _

oo Like all change, passing this important law has not been
easy. And there are many to thank. First of all, I thank you,
Oprah, for. a lifetime of being committed to the well—being of our
children and for giving cliild abuse issues such wonderful coverage on
your show. You wrote the original blueprint for this law, and we're
grateful -- becoming a tireless advocate for its passage, lobbying
menbers of Congress of both parties for more than two years, and
lobbying the President -- people occasionally do that, too.

MORE -



{Laughter.} All of us, but especially our children, owe you their
gratitude. )

Now we can help to prevent child abuse with this
measure, not just to catch people who do it. It's a great cause and
a remarkable achievement, and I want to thank all the rest of you who

were involved in it.

Finally, let me say, especlally for the benefit of the
members of Congress here, this is the last piece of leglelation I
will sign from this session of Congress. It wraps up a very
productive session -- a session that dealt with family leave and
motor voter and a new economic plan that brought low interest rates
and recovery, with the National Service Bill that I think will
galvanize the imagination of a whole generation of young people, with
new trade legislatlon and with the Brady Bill. But this is a good
bill to end on -- a bill that ends where all of us should begin -- by
putting our children first. - '

"Thank you very much, I'd like to invite you all to come
up here for the signing, |

(The bill is signed.) (Applauce.)
END 11:58 A.M. EST



-leadershlp. Thank you for caring about our 01t1es and towns and,
more important, this is the best Christmas gift that the city of
Newark could ever receive. 'Our renaissance and our struggle must be
more than mortar and bricks. And since public safety's our number
one issue, this gift from your leadership will certainly help us to
ensure- that public safety remalns our number one prlorlty

we‘d like to commend you for your leadershlp in passing
the Brady Bill. It's a. foot in the door. We plan to work with you
to ban all assault weapons and also the question of licensing and
registration for those who carry a firearm. And finally, we pledge’
our wholehearted support to join with you in seeking passage of the
crime bill. :

But more important today, we want to thank you for
making Newark, New Jersey, have a merry Christmas. Thank you.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you, Mayor.
Mayor Loster. '

MAYOR LOSTER: Mr. President, I'd like to take this
opportunity to thank you on behalf of the 70,000-plus citizens of the
city of Saginaw. We have a number of representatives from the Senate
as well as the Congress, police department prosecutor's office and
-Saginaw Clty Council here this morning. I, too, want to echo the
sentiments of my colleaques-and be among .the first to thank you for
the 13 new police officers which will come to-our community. We're
_certalnly proud to be able to participate in the process. o

And, 1et me just say this, Mr. Pre51dent we want to
extend to you, as the smallest city, an invitation to come back to -
the city of Saginaw and to look at our efficient utilization of the
. 13 police officers that you've given to us. We wholeheartedly '
support the anticrime initlatives, and certainly we feel confident
.that we will succeed in the battle agalinst crlme._ :

_ we were -early one of the partlcipants to support the
'Brady Bill, and we're proud of that. I will-'say to you: We give you
our wholehearted support in terms of supporting the anticrime
initiatives and look forward to seeing muoh, much more from the White
House.

' Thank ﬁou very much again. And to. you and the First
Lady, merry Christmas and a happy new year.

THE PRESIDENT:_ Thank you very'much.
Mayor Wolff? | |

, MAYOR WOLFF: Mr. President, let me first say thank you
for being the first administration to address crime as a number-one
priority. The 40 police that we will receive will be added to 73 new
positions that we have put in for the police department. They will
emphasize communlty policing 1n1t1atives as outlined by Captain
Phillppas in the grant proposal.

In San Antonio, we see crime golng down: but as we see
overall crime going down, we see violence going up, particularly
youth. And that is our number-one concern. We've taken many local
initiatives -- the coalition, the Education Partnership, Project
Quest which are recreational, education and job-training programs to
address youth. We've created a violent crime task force, headed by
Captain Sandoval, and a gang intervention unit headed by Sergeant
Richle, who are wlth me today. And Councilman Lyle Larson heads up a
citizens crime prevention task force that just recently recommended
three initlatives dealing with graffiti, daytime curfews, and
- possession of firearms by youth whlch we passed last Thursday.

"MORE
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The crime bill that's before Congress, we support you
100 percent on it. It could have a major impact on crime in this
nation. ©One aspect I would like to comment on. We must stop the
firepower getting into the hands cof ycuth, criminals and mentally
unstable people. Resident Agent in Charge, ATF, Bill Lewis, is with
me today. We support banning assault weapons and controlling
handguns, We say that licensed dealers should only be those that
have a place of business, that it should be illegal for anyone to
sell guns teo youth, licensed dealers or not. And we do need nmore
ATF agents -- we only have 14 in San Antonio. And let me add by
saying that a criminal must belleve he's going to get caught,
convicted and serve hard time.

Thank you, Mr. President.
THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much, Mayor.

I want to ask the Attorney General now to say a word,
because the Justice Department, as you know, managed the process by
which your cities were selected, I think they did a very good job.
And so I'd like to c¢all on her and let her eay a few words.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO: Mayors, I just want to thank
you. Your applications were so impressive. They indicate just what
can be done with communlty policing, how it can both prevent crime
and identify the real bad quys whc need to be put away. And this 1s
the first round «=- they're mere to come. And we look forward to
working with you in a real, true partnership.

Merry Christmas.

THE PRESIDENT: I'm going to let Lee Brown say a word to
you now. He started a communlty policing program in New York City.
And I don't know 1f you saw it, but last week there was a wonderful
cover story in The NHew York Times Sunday Magazine abhout a police
officer named Kevin Jett who worke eight square blocks 1in one of the
toughest neighborhcods in New York. And the story pointed out that
he not only arrests c¢riminals, but he alsc prevents a lot of crimes
from occurring in the first place. And I think that's the emphasis
we ought to have here. This is not simply a question of catching
people who break the law in a violent fashion, it's preventing crime,

So 1 want Lee to say a word.

MR. BROWN: Let me congratulate the mayors and certainly
the police chiefs for being selected. I've experlenced community
pollicing in Houston and New York «- New York, for example, after one
year we saw crime go down in every major category for the first time
in 36 years. 1 see it as not only a better, but a smarter and
certainly more cost-effective way of using police resources.

So congratulations to all of you, and Merry Christmas.

THE PRESIDENT: In closing, let me say, I know that from
New York to Michigan -- and we've got members of Congress —--— I mean,
from Los Angeles to Michigan -- we've members of Congress who are
actually there today, as well as in Buffalo and perhaps in some other
places. And I really thank all of you for your support. Somebody
told me that Mayor Rierdan had the whole southern California
delegetion there, and if he does, I bet hets talking about more than
law enforcement. (Laughter.)

I hear all of the movement in the background. 1I-wish.
you all a happY holiday. And I thank you. When you're teking these
kind of affirmative actions, the President can't do it alone, we've
got to have the support of Congress. And I really apprecilate their
presence there. And thank you all se much., And congratulations to
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you and to the 68 other cities and. towns who are in the vanguard of
.this move to bring communlty policing to our entire nation.

Thank you very much. _
Q Do you think you're going to get that bill through?
THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I do, yes. |

Q The atmosphere has changed hasn't it7

THE PRESIDENT: It has changed You know, there may be
some differences between us and the House on the amount of the bill
or exactly how it should be spent. ‘But I think there is now a clear
bipartisan commitment in both Houses for the 100,000 police officers
on the street, for the drug courts and for some of the other '
innovations. And s0 we're very, very hopeful that we can do it.

: _I think having the mayors,.again, out there in small
towns as well as the big cities, the Democrats and the Republicans
marching arm in arm, it's changed the dynamic of this issue in
America in a way that I think w111 be very good in helping us to make
our people safer -—

: Q Do you think Congress is getting the message at
home while they're at home?

THE PRESIDENT Blg time. That's our sense, that
they're really hearing from the people that they just have to have
more security on the streets, in their schools and communities.

Q Mr. President, are you taking too much credit for
the growth of the economy? There have been stories suggesting that
it may not be all your doing

THE PRESIDENT: Well I saw those stories I got’
tickled this morning -- I took a. poll around the staff -- we just had
a two-hour meeting on ‘the budget, and I said if the- economy were. bad
who do you think would be blamed? (Laughter )

o I'm not so concerned about who gets the credit really._
The American people get the credit -- if they go back to work, if
they're becoming more competitive, if they're investing their money.

o I do know this: 'that from -- even going back after the
election, from the time we announced our deficit reduction plan to
the time it was presented, to the time it was enacted, to the present
day, the steady, disc1p11ned drop in interest rates has played a
major, major role in helping millions of people to refinance their
homes and businesses =- last year we had a l19-year low in
delinquencies in home mortgages -- and getting all: this 1nvestment
for new jobs. K

So I believe our economic policies are stabilizing this
country and contributing to this recovery. I think a lot of
Americans have been working for years and years and years to be
competitive in the global economy, and I think that is to their
credit. I mean, we have a private sector economy. No person in
public life can take credit for it.

But if we hadn't done what we have done on 'the economic
plan to spur both -- to drive interest rates down and to spur
reinvestment, I don't think we'd be where we are on the economy.

Q  But every day we read about thousands being laid

THE PRESIDENT: Well, 1t's still a terrible problem.
That's why I always say we've got a lot more to do
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The probklem that all rich countries are facing now is
that productivity, which has always been.,a good thing in the economy:
that is, fewer people produce more goods and services increases their
abllity to earn more income -~ that's a problem unless you can sell
all the goods and services you're producing. If you don't, it keep
unemployment higher than i1t should be and it depresses wages. -

So that will be our challenge next year. That's why I
wanted to get NAFTA thls year; that's why I wanted to get that GATT
trade agreement this vear; that's why I wanted to try to start a new
relaticnship with Japan and the Far East-this year -- so we would
have more customers for our goods and services, so we can grow this

economy.

Q Are you going to have the flexibility to deal with
the job-training issues and retraining, given the budget situation?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, that's what -~ I've already spent
two hours on thaet today and I expect I'll spend a couple more hours
on it. I certalinly --

Q Can you wrap it up now the budget's over?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, we're not deone yet, but we worked
hard on that today. We're going to keep working. We have a few more
days. But the retraining issue is important because there have been
a lot of news stories lately -- many of you perhaps have run them --
showing that people that either have high skill levels or are capable
of getting them in a hurry have much shorter pericds of unemployment
and are much more likely to get good-paying jobs.

We still don't have the Kind of retraining system we
need. So that's going to be a blg part of next year's initiative.

Q Prime Minister Malval is criticizing President
Aristide openly for being an obstacle to some sort of reconclliation.
Are you on board with Prime Minister Malval or President Aristide?
Where are you trying to throw your support?

THE PRESIDENT: I wouldn't say it's an eilther-or thing.
Let me say, we have been working with thie Friends of Haiti group,
with our friends -1n Canada and France and Venezuela, to try to come
up with a new approach that would restore democracy, would create the
conditions where President Aristide could return, and would meet the
fundamental objective we tried te meet in the Governors Island Accord
-~ to be to guarantee the securlty and the human rights and safety of
all the partilies in the previous disputes.

BEo we're going to take another run at it and see if we
.can do something on It. Anpd {t's going to regquire some flexibillty
on all sides. It just is. And we'll just have to see 1If we can get
there., We're going teo try -- hard.

THE PRESS: Thank you.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you all very much.

END 11:40 A.M. EST
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. THE PRESIDENT' It's nice to hear all of you. I'm here
with the Vice President and Attorney General Reno and our Drug
Director, Lee Brown, to congratulate all of you for: working so hard
to help make your community and, of course, our: country safer again.
Today I'm proud to announce that the six of you on this phone, along
with the leaders of 68 other cities and towns all across the ‘country,
will receive the first grants to put more police on the street and -
expand community policing :

The Justice Department received applications from more .
than 1,000 communities across our nation, and the proposals we got
for community policing from your police departments were truly
outstanding. I know these grants are simply a down payment on our
pledge. to put 100,000 new police officers on the streets. It's just

bes

the beginning. As s00n as congress comes back in 1994 I want them to

send me a crime bill that finishes that job and puts 100,000 more
police on the street, expands boot camps and drug courts like the one
the Attorney General started in Miami, gets handguns out of the hands
of minors, and bans assault weapons.

Earlier this month as all of you know, I Signed the

Brady Bill which broke seven years of gridlock on this issue. And we

just can't afford to wait any longer for the crime bill. In the
meanwhile I'm excited about what you're doing because we Know
community policing works. It worked for our Drug Director, Lee
Brown, in Houston and New York and it's working all across the
country. : : -

So I want to just thank all of you very much and say

that I wish I could be there with you today. I wish I could see your

police officers, and I hope you'll tell them all that help is on the
way and we'll do our best to be there for you, to be good partners
with you. And I know I'm 5peaking for the Vice President, the
Attorney General and lLee. Brown in saying we'll stay after this until
the job is done.

Mayor Riordan, would you like to say anythihg’

MAYOR RIORDAN: Mr. President, Mr. Vice PreSident,
General Reno; Dr. Brown, and fellow mayors, welcome from sunny Los
Angeles. (lLaughter.) '

Thank you very much, Mr. President and General Reno, for
including us in on the present appropriations. Fifty-four police
officers are a great beginning, but they're merely a down payment, as
the President mentioned, on the 100,000 police officers that are
included in the crime blll of next year.

All of us in Los Angeles ~- Chief:Williams, members of
Congress Who are with me today, City Council members -~ we are all
rowing in the same. direction. We realize that safety is the number
one issue in big cities, and that if we're to turn L.A. around and
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other big cities arcund, get jobs back, to get tourists back, te step
young families from leaving, we have to make the cities safe. As
L.A. and other big cities go, so goes the United States,

: So,.Mr. President, again from the Clity of Angels, we
thank you very much, end we look forward to working with you in the
years to come, ' :

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you.
Mayor Griffin.

MAYOR GRIFFIN: Mr. President, thank you very, very much
for including the City of Buffala, the Ccity of Geood Neighbors, in the
grant program. Congreesman LaFalce is here with me, along with our
Commisgioner of Police Rich Donovan and the two people thait worked on
the grant, Ed Hepling and Barbara Oakley -- or Maureen Qakley.

And this is going to be great for Buffalo. It will put
27 policemen and policewomen on the street, into the nelghborhoods,
around schoole and talking to different groups. It's just one cog in
the wheel that we need to get this crime off our streets., We've had
quite a few murders these last years in Buffalo because of the drug
problem, but we're winning the battle.

And thanke to you and the Brady Bill and the bills that
will be coming from Washington, we're going to beat this thing. We
need others. We've got to get monles into our cities for jobs and
for training and retraining. And I know that's in your plan as well.
But this is a start and it's in the right direction. A&nd the people
of the City of Buffalo want to thank you, Mr. President, for thinking

"of the cities. This is where life is and this is where our hope 1s
and this is where our future is.

And God bless you, and I want to uish you and your
family & very merry Christmas. :

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you.

HMayor Tauer, all of us were thinking about you last
week, and we're very sorry about what you've been through.

MAYOR TAUER: Thank you very much, Mr, President. 1It
was a very trying time, but we're helping the community heal and get
cver 1t and that's the important thing. But on behalf of the city
counci)l and our etaff and our citizens, I want to thank you and all
those who were responsible for us belng selected for this grant.
It's extremely important to us. )

We feel we've been in the foreéfront of the iesue of
community pelicing and youth violence for several years, but our
resources are stretched te the limit. And a blg concern of our
citizens has been nelghborhood representation of the police
department so that they can work more closely with them. And thie
grant is certalnly going to help us be able to do that and increase
our community pclicing respense. And that's extremely imperative.

I want to thank you for your leadership on thie lssue
and look forward to other things that will be done, and hope we will
be able to support you on getting the crime kill through the
Congress. So thank you very much.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you.

Mayor James.

MAYCR JAMES: Mr., President, Attorney General, Vice
Presldent and Mr. Brown, we'd like to thank you for your commendable
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To: List
From: David Kusnet
Re: UNC speech

Please review and let me or Liz Bowyer know if there are_any'
changes that must be made.

Thank you.
List:

Bob Boorstin
David Dreyer
Bill Galston

Mark Gearan ' -
David Gergen ' (} e
Bruce Reed : )

Nancy Soderberg .
Gene Sperling/Sylvia Matthews
George Stephancpoulos
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The Presldent of the United Btates
University of Nerth carolina
Chapel Hill, N.cC. -
October 12, 1993

Introduction/UNC

I am proud to join you in Celebratlng the bicentennial of a
great university whose lighthearted love of tradition and ]oyous
embrace of change have kept it forever young.

~This University has p:oduced enough excellence to fill a
library -~ or lead a nation. In Thomas Wolfe, who captured the
spirit of Chapel Hill in Look Homeward, Angel; two great
defenders of the Constitution, Senator Sam Ervin and the civil
rights activist Julius Chambers; the scientist Francis Collins,

who discovered the gene for cystic fibrosis; and the journalists

Charles Kuralt, Deborah Potter, and Tom Wicker -- we can count
just a few of the tens of thousands whose lives have been
brightened by the "light and liberty" this University offers.

There are few certainties in this life. But, when "March
Madness" rolls around, yYou can be sure the Tarheels will be
there., ' '

As one who grew up in the South in a time of change, I
admire this university and this state for understanding that our
oldest traditions call on us to offer “light and liberty" to all,

Long before history caught up with him, your legendary
President, Frank Porter Graham, spoke this simple but powerful
truth: "In the South, two great races have fundamentally a common
destiny in building a nobler civilization, and, if we go up, we
go up together." More than three decades ago, in Greensboro,
students from North Carolina A & T held the first sit-in at a
segregated lunch counter, awakening the conscience of a nation.

" North Carolina has always understood that education goes
hand-in-hand with the expansion of our democracy and the
advancement of our economy. Under the leadership of Luther
Hodges, Terry Sanford, and William Friday, the state, the
corporate community, and the universities began building an
advanced research center to attract business and jobs. Now, with
almost 60 companies and more than 34,000 employees, the Research
Triangle is a tribute to two centurles of brave deeds and wise

"decisions.



The'Foundars[American Optimism

Tonidht, we celebrate the day it all began -- the laying of
a cornerstone that marked a milestone in the American journey.

on this day, near this place, two hundred years ago, the
cornerstone was laid for the first building in the first public
university in a nation that had just been born. It was a time of
hopeful and historic change, when the future was clear to those
who had the vision to see it and the courage to seize it. It was
a time of heroes, such as William R. Davie; a fighter in the
Revolution and a framer of the Constitution; a graduate of
Princeton, who dreamed of creating. a state university here in
North Carolina, to make education accessible to more than the
pr1v11eged few.

On October 12, 1793, General Davie did more than lay the
foundation for the University of North Carolina. He laid the
foundation for two centuries of progress, here and all across
America.

Historians tell us that there was a joyous ceremony on that
day -- and "the maple leaves flamed red in the eager air." Great
joy there was =-- but in the face of great uncertainty. The wounds
of the Revolutionary War had yet to heal. The debts had yet to be
“repaid. And the new democracy seemed untested and unstable.

In spite of all these problems, the men and women of that
time had the courage to build what had never existed before -- a
great Republic, and a public University. In spite of the
obstacles of their time, they had the confidence to bet on the
future, not fret on the past.

The men and women who founded this nation and this
University were filled with the faith in the future that is
central to the American spirit. That optimism impressed the
French aristocrat, Alexis de Tocqueville, when he traveled this
country a century-and-a-half ago. As he wrote in Democracy in
Amerlca'

"[The Americans] have all a lively faith in the
perfectibility of man, they judge that the diffusion of
knowledge must necessarily be advantageous, and the
consequences of ignorance fatal; they all consider soclety
as a body.in a state of improvement, humanity as a changing
scene, in which nothing is or ought to be permanent; and
they admit that what appears to them to be good, may be
superseded by something better tomorrow."

For two centuries, our country’s greatness has been the
promise of unlimited opportunity for those who are willing to
work hard and play by the rules. That promise inspired pioneers
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to settlé the frontier, immigrants to'journey to these shores,
and men and women of courage to wage a peaceful struggle for
equal justice and equal opportunity.

The New World: Opportunities and Uncertainties

Tonight, we honor those heroic builders and believers. We
meet as their heirs a dozen generatlons after our nation was
~ founded -~ and we meet at another moment of change and
challenge.

The Cold War is over. The threat of nuclear annihilation is
receding. Democracy and free markets are on the march. A global
economy is taking shape where a nation’s greatest asset is not
accumulated gold and silver, nor rich reserves of coal and iron -
- = but the strength and the skills of its people.

All around us, we see the affirmation of the vision and the
values of the generation that founded this nation and this
University. Freedom fighters have walked out of their prison
cells from Eastern Europe to South Africa -~ and they quote the
words of Thomas Jefferson and Martin Luther King. In less time
than a courier used to travel from Chapel Hill to Charlotte, a
company in the Research Triangle can exchange information and
investment with companies from Toronto to Tokyo.

While this new world fulfills so many of our oldest dreams,
it still presents us with new dangers. Just these past few weeks,
we watched with concern as violence gripped Moscow, and we are
reassured that reformers, led by Boris Yeltsin, now are moving
Russia back toward democracy, free elections, and market reforms.

Danger has also confronted us in Somalla, where some of our
hest young soldiers have been killed or injured as they helped to
save millions of Somalis from death, starvation, and anarchy.

Tonight, I want to express my gratltude and my profound
sympathy to the families of the five servicemen from Fort Bragg
“who were killed in Somalia [Staff Sergeant Daniel B. Busch,
Sergeant First Class Earl R. Fillmore, Jr., Master Sergeant Gary
Gordon, Master Sergeant Tlmothy C. Martln, and Sergeant First
Class Matthew L. Rierson]. : '

The seryidemen and women in Somalia represent the best in
America, Our country is grateful to them; so is the rest of the
world; and so are the great majority of the Somali people. That
is why I have ordered new steps to protect our troops, to ensure
the return of our missing or captive Americans, and to complete
our mission in that country. I am determined to finish that job
quickly but also to finish the job right.



Here at home, while the new economy offers hope and
opportunity, it also brings uncertainty and insecurity.
Between 1972 and 1992, while the work year got longer for most
"Americans, average hourly wages actually stagnated. The 75
percent of our workers who don’t have college degrees felt it
most profoundly. For those who began, but didn’t complete, _
college, wages fell 10 percent from 1979 through 1981; for those
who didn’t go on to college, wages fell 17 percent; and, for
those who left high school, wages dropped 24 percent.

International trade accounts for many of our new jobs =-- but
a textile worker in North Carclina must compete with a worker in
Singapore or Scuth Korea to sell a sweater in Berlin or Buenos
Aires. Qur medicine is the finest in the world ~- but millions
" are just a pink slip away from losing their health insurance and
one illness away from losing their savings. And America leads the
world in violent crime, with 90,000 murders over the past four
years, a fact in which we take no pride at all.

Building a Foundation of Security

We can do better -- and we must. Now, more than ever, we
need the faith in the future that defines the American character.
Every challenge that we face as a nation calls for the courage to
change. : _ _ g '

At every crucial moment in our history, Americans have
always had the courage to change. We are a people who reach for
the stars; but we need the confidence that the ground is not
cracking beneath our feet. The only reason why too many Americans
~are tempted to reject change, rather than embrace it, is that

they are insecure in three of the most important areas of their
lives: their jobs, their health care, and their persocnal safety.
When we answer those insecurities, we will set our people free to
create and innovate and achieve, as Americans always have and
always will. '

As we face the future, we must move beyond the false choices
and sterile dekates of the past; between those who said
government can provide people with total and permanent security -
- and those who said people must be left entirely alone to make
their own way as isolated individuals in a hostile world. Both of
these 0ld ways have been tried; both of these o0ld ways have
failed. '

The challenge of our times is to offer people the security
they need to build lives of responsibility and achievement. As we
honor those who laid the cornerstone for the opportunities we
enjoy today, I ask you to work with me to lay a foundation of
security for ourselves, our children, and our children’s children
-~ a foundation of economic security, health security, and
personal security.
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1.BEconomic Security: Lifelong Learning

First, we must offer Americans the ultimate economic
security -- the skills you need to. find new jobs and better
jobs, : '

In a world transformed by trade and technology, we can no
longer build our lives around the assurance that we can hire in
at a job at age 18 or 21, retire from the same job with the same
company at 62 or 65, and enjoy secure health and pension benefits
all our lives, For three prosperous decades after World War II,
Americans became accustomed to building our lives around one job
with one company. Those were good tlmes == but nothlng you or I
can do can bring them back.

. We cannot escape the fact that, unlike earlier eras, most of
those who are laid off from their jobs today are never rehired at
their old jobs. We cannot escape the fact that those of you who
. are just beginning your careers will have to change jobs at least
seven times before you retire. We cannot escape the fact that the
best job you ever have may be a job that has yet to be created,
with a company that has yet to be founded, uslng a technology
that has yet to be invented.

Economic securlty requires lifelong learning. And that
begins with higher standards in our schools. Almost two decades
ago, your Governor, Jim Hunt, began an education reform program
- that included higher standards for your schools. His efforts
inspired Governors throughout our region and our country,
including Education Secretary Riley and me.

With our Goals 2000 plan, we are saying that, in subjects
such as science and mathematics, the right standard for American
education is the best in the world. It’s not good enough to say
we’‘re doing better than we used to. The right question is: Are we
as good as the best in the world?

That isn’‘t just a Democratic concern or a Republican

. concern; it’s an American imperative. When Goals 2000 goes before
Congress this week, it will benefit from an emerging consensus in
this country that we must set higher standards for our schools .
and expect more. from our students and teachers.

Economlc securlty means every young person should have the
opportunlty to go to college. That is why we have made student
loans easier to repay. And that is one reason why we are offering
opportunities for National Service, to give our young people the
.chance to rebuild our communities and, at the same time, to help
pay for college.. -

_ We must never fofget the 75% of our young people who will
not go on to a four-year college. That is why the Education
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Department and the Labor Department are working together to find
a way to bring the classroom and the workplace closer together.
With school-to-work transitions in the last two years of high
school and beyond, we will offer young people on-the-job
experience, alongside classroom training, leading to
certification in a marketable skill.

For those who lose their jobs in today’s economy, we will
transform today’s system of unemployment insurance, originally
designed to support workers on. temporary layoffs, into a system
of re-employment insurance, offering counseling, retraining, and
jobless benefits. And whether you are employed or unenmployed,
whether you need a new job or a better job, we will offer you
one-stop shopping from the 150 separate job-training programs
that the government currently provides. '

‘We should ratify the North American Free Trade Agreement., I
have said this to supporters and opponents of NAFTA, even at the
convention of the AFL-CI0O. The global economy is no longer the
wave of the future; it is here, and, like the oceans that
surround us, we cannot order it to recede. We can only choose
whether we will master those rojling waters or permit ourselves
to be swamped by them. I believe we can enter an agreement with
Mexico with confidence that we can create new jobs and new
profits by entering new markets with new exports; that we can
retrain and re-employ those who lose their jobs for any reason 1n
the years ahead; and that we will ultimately make both countrles .
-~ both countries -- more prosperous and secure.

2. Health Security

Second ~- in addition to employment security -~ wWe must
offer every American health security: the confidence that they
have health coverage they can afford and can never be taken away.

Every month, two million people lose their health insurance
-- and 100,000 of them lose it permanently. And, on any given
day, over 37 million Americans, most of them working people and
their little children, have no health insurance at all.

" Nothing freezes people in their tracks like the fear that
they will lose their health coverage if they change jobs. When we
provide health security for all, we will put an end to "Jjob
lock," because we will set people free to find better jobs,
without fear of losing their insurance. When we provide health
security, we will put an end to "welfare lock," because we will
set people free to move from welfare to work, without fear of
losing Medicaid. With health security, there will be a new burst
of energy and ambition throughout the econonmy, as Americans put
_ their skills to work, finding new jobs, building new businesses,
‘pursuing new dreams. : '



3. Personal Becuritx

And,.third, we must strengthen every American’s sense of
personal security, against vielent crime. Our people have the
right to feel safe where they live, work, play, and go to school.

To accomplish our goals, we must work together in a spirit
of community. But, as long as the fear of violent crime makes
neighbors seem like strangers and strangers seem like enemies, we
will riet be the country we ought to be. In order to renew our
sense of community, we must restore our sense of perscnal
security, as well as our sense of economic security.

Tonight, we are particularly pained by the senseless murder
. of Michael Jordan’s father. And we should grieve for the death of
the beloved father of a beloved athlete. But who mourned the 22
other men and women who were killed in Robeson County this year?
They were not the parents of celebrities. Nor were they tourists
from abroad. They were our nelghbors. But, to most of us, they
remaln unknown.

It is heartbreaking, and we must do something about it. We
can -- and we must ~- put 50,000 more police on the street, as
our Anticrime Bill proposes. We can -- and we must -~ keep
handguns out of the hands of criminals by finally passing the
Brady Bill. And we can no longer go on being the only country on
earth that lets teenagers roam the streets with assault weapons,
better armed than the police. The best anti~crime program can be
summed up in four words: more cops, less guns.

We must lay that foundation of economic security, health
security, and personal security. But none of us can be secure
- until we all take greater responsibility for our own lives and
build a new spirit of community. Our jobs will not be secure
until we take responsibility for learning new skills -- and until
companies take responsibility for treating their employees like
indispensable partners, not dlsposable parts. Our health will not
be secure until we take responsibility for seeking preventive
care. And our communities will not be secure until every father
and mother assumes the greatest responsibility they will ever
have: the respon51b111ty of a parent for a Chlld.

" The security we seek will revitalize --not replace ~- the
American spirit of enterprise and adventure, It will give our
people the confidence to dream great dreams, take great risks,
and achieve great things. The security we seek is like a rope for"
a rock climber, lifting those who will take responsibility for
their own lives to even greater plnnacles of achievenent.

The security we seek is not government doing more for
. people, but Americans doing more for ourselves and our families,
for our communities and our country. The security we seek 1s not

7



' the absence of risk but the presence of opportunity. The security
we seek is not a world without change but an America that has the
courage to change.

Like those we honor today -~ the men and women who had the
courage to create a new nation and a new university -- we must be
builders and believers, the architects of a new security that
will empower and embolden Americans as we enter a new Century.

The only difference between the America of two centuries
ago and the America in which we live is the difference between
dawn and high noon on the same beautiful day. In the words of
Thomas Wolfe: "The true discovery of America is still before
us...The true fulfillment of our spirit, of our people, of our
mighty and important land, is yet to come."
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PRESIDENT CLINTON'S STATEMENTS
ON CRIME

"Most of our people are law-abiding citizens who love their families more
than their own lives. But America leads the world in violent crime, has the
highest percentage of its people behind bars, has 90,000 murders in the last four
years and more and more of our children are born into and grow up in family
situations so difficult that it is hard even to make the arguments that the rest of
us have taken for granted all of our lives."

"And this last point I would make to you -- if we are to be personally
secure enough to make the changes and meet the tests of this time, we must
protect our people better against the ravages of violence. Our people have the
right to feel safe where they ].we —- (applause) —- where they go to school and
where they work." ' ,

"My fellow Americans, I was in California the other night and I talked to
people all across the state in a hooked up town hall meeting. And this young
African American boy, a junior high school student, said, 'Mr. President, my
brother and I, we don't want to be in gangs, we don't want to have guns, we don't
want to cause any trouble. We want to learn, we want a future. And we thought
our school was too unsafe, so we decided to go to another school and enroll in it
because it was safer. And on the day we showed up to register for school, my
brother was standing right in front of me and he was shot,' because he got in a
crossfire of one of these mindless, arbitrary, endless shootings that occur among
children on our streets and in our schools today. We have to stop this. We cannot
let those children be robbed of their future." (Applause)

"I know this state grieved recently when your native son Michael Jordan's
father was killed. And I know we all wish him well as Michael embarks on a new
- journey in his life. But let us not forget that 22 other men and women were killed
in that same county in your state this year. Ten foreign tourists were killed in
Florida this year, and the state grieved over it. But in our nation's capital, in one
week this summer, more than twice that many people were killed. They were not
famous, but they were the President's neighbors.”

"It is heartbreaking. What can we do about it? We can put more police on
our street. Not to catch criminals just alone, but alone to prevent crime. It
works. Thirty years ago there were three police for every violent crime. Today
there are three crimes for every police officer. We have to give these people the
help they need. And when they work the same neighborhoods and walk the same
streets and talk to the same kids, they help to prevent crime."



"And we should not allow in city after city after city our police officers to go
to work every knowing they will walk the mean street of our cities with people
who are better armed than they are. Because this is the only country in the work
where teenagers can have assault weapons designed only to kill other people, and
use them with abandon on the streets of our cities. We can do better than that."

"Do you know, my fellow Americans, that I learned just last week that
someone shot today with a bullet is three times more likely to perish because they
are likely to have three times as many bullets in them as they did just 15 years
ago. It is time for us to stop talking about law and order and thinking about how
we can organize ourselves to protect our culture, to protect our heritage, to keep
our rights as sportsmen and women, but to protect our kids lives and their future.
The time has come to face this problem." (Applause.)

And so, I tell you, my fellow Americans, we have a decision to make. And
this is the time to make it. We can't keep saying that we deplore these things and
it's terrible and keep extolling our American values on how much more law-
abiding we are than other people and put up with this. We either need to say this
is a level of chaos and human degradation and waste of human potential and
incredible cost in society that we are willing to tolerate because we cannot bear to
do something about it; or we need to get up, stand up and be counted and do
something about it. '

We have a crime bill -- Governor Florio mentioned it ~— before the
Congress. It does a lot of things, but most importantly, here's what it does. It
does a lot of things, but most importantly, here's what it does. It requires the
Brady bill, which is a national five-day waiting period, to establish background
checks to check for age, criminal history and mental health history. It matters.
You must do it nationally —— why? Just near here in New York City, of the many
thousands of weapons confiscated last year by the police, 85 percent of them came
from other states. If you don't have a national system, you will never fix this. It
is a huge deal.

The second thing the crime bill does is to provide for the 50 percent of the
downpayment of the commitment I made when I was running for President that I
wanted to ask the Congress to give the American people another 100,000 police
officers in the next four years —— not just to catch criminals, but to deter crime.
And lest you think it doesn't work, let me —— I can cite you many examples.
Places in New Jersey which have more police officers, where the crime rate has
gone down. In New York City where the crime rate has gone down in seven FBI,
all the seven major FBI categories where community policing has been deployed.
In the city of Houston, which had a 17 percent drop in crime in one year, because
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when people are there in force, it prevents crime from occurring in the first place.
So that's an important part of this.

Another part of the crime bill gives states funds to establish innovative
programs for kids when they get in trouble before they do shoot somebody to try to
get them back into the mainstream of life. After all, a lot of these young people
who get in terrible trouble are not really bad people, they have no structure, no
order, they cannot imagine the future. There are no rules that bind them in
internally to the things the rest of us take for granted. And we've got to try to get
as many of them back as we can before they do something terrible which will
requires us to put them away for a long time.

We do have to deal with these things. And we need to pass a crime bill this
year. These members of Congress can do it. There are still people who are
holding them back, and you need to urge them on. And I'll guarantee you, I'll sign
it as quick as they'll put it on my desk. We have to do it. (Applause)

But the second thing I want to say to you is that we need a national law to
do what New Jersey has done here with the assault weapons. Again because we
have a constitutional right to travel in this country. New Jersey can make a big
dent in New Jersey's problems by abandoning these weapons here, and then by
setting up a system to try to coliect them, but people are still crossing the state
line all the time.

We need national legislation. There are several bills in the Congress, and
arguments about which one is better than the other one, but I will guarantee you
they are all better than nothing. And the Congress should pass one of those bills
and send it to me this year. It would be a great Christmas present to the
American people to stand up for safety. (Applause)

Finally, let me just say that each of us in our own way are going to ask
ourselves what we can do to deal with this. We have a culture of violence. We
glorify it. I was delighted to see some of the television networks voluntarily say
that they were going to do their best to try to monitor the content of violence and
reduce it, and degradation of people during prime time television.

We have got to take a whole generation of young people who have very
short attention spans for whom the future has no claim because they cannot even
imagine the future, and slowly, carefully, and one-on-one, neighborhood by
neighborhood, community by community, help them rebuild the kind of inner
strength and sense of values and discipline and control and hope that will permit
us to go where we need to go. No law will do that, but that is not an excuse not to
pass these laws. '



And let us have the courage to admit that some of these problems [health
care] we will never fix until we change our ways as a nation, and let's start with
violence, begin with guns, and prove that we can do in America what you are

doing here in New Jersey. Thank you and God bless you all. (Applause)
K id Vislen e R 3
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Throughout the campaign for this office, and since I became your president,
I've been asking that we have the courage to change, to compete in the world
economy, and to bring prosperity back home. But we can't embrace change fully
unless our own people feel a high level of personal and family security —— a
security about our place in the world. I'm happy to report that we're making real
progress on that too.

And the blanket of secunty for Americans has another side to it: personal
security. Our people have the right to feel safe where they live, work, play and go
to school. But too many of our people are denied that right. I've talked with
parents who are afraid to send their children to schools where other kids carry
guns. I've talked with children who were so afraid of becoming caught up with
gangs, they didn't even want to leave their homes. I've talked with police officers
who felt anger and frustration at trying, sometimes against overwhelming odds, to
stem an epidemic of violence, especially from children, better armed than police,
who shoot other children. And, most importantly, I've talked with the victims.

Yesterday I visited a trauma center in New Jersey and saw what people
with guns can do to other people. I met a woman who couldn't speak any more
because her husband shot her in the throat. I met a man who took a bullet in his
chest during a robbery attempt. I met a child who's mother was killed by an
assault rifle. It was heartbreaking and it was an outrage.

These kind of attacks happen too often, they shatter lives, they destroy
families. And more and more they kill children. Violent crime crowds our
emergency rooms and drains our medical resources. And it is siphoning away our
humanity. Gunshot wounds are now the major cause of death among teenage
boys.

My visits with these victims made me more determined than ever to win
passage of our crime bill. This bill will help to restore a system where those who
commit crimes are caught, those who are found guilty are convicted, those who are
convicted are punished -- sometimes by the imposition of the death penalty for
especially serious crimes. I support that. Two months ago I asked Congress to
pass a tough crime bill. This month your lawmakers will consider it. And they
should pass it this year.

But what really makes this crime bill effective and different is this; more
police, fewer guns. Our bill would help to prevent crime by putting 50,000 more
police officers on the street in America and by expanding community policing.
Here in Washington recently, a beautiful four-year-old girl was caught in the line
of fire and she died from a bullet wound. Her name was Launice Smith. All she



was doing was watching other children at play. How did that become the wrong
place at the wrong time?

The fact is, with so many handguns and assault weapons flooding our
streets, a lot of places can be the wrong place at the wrong time. That's why we
have to pass the Brady Bill. It requires a five day wait before a gun can be
purchased -~ time-enough for a real background check to stop guns from getting
into the hands of convicted criminals. And we can't go on being the only country
on earth that let's teenagers roam the streets with assault weapons, better armed
than even the police. '

Our crime bill also gives a young person who took a wrong turn a change to
reclaim his life by learning discipline in a boot camp. Every major law
enforcement group in our country supports these measures —- more police, boot
camps and alternative punishment for young people, the Brady Bill, and a ban on
assault weapons. The men and women on the front lines know, our country needs
this kind of action. On school grounds, on streets, in parking lots, and homes in
our biggest cities and smallest towns, the silliest of arguments —— arguments that
might have ended in a fist fight in bygone days now they're too easily ended with
the sound of a gun. And often the sound of guns leads to death.

A punshot wound is three times more likely to lead to death today, in part
because there are so many assault weapons. And the average victim of gunshot
wound now has over two bullets in him or her. It's getting hard to find a family
that hasn't been touched by this epidemic of violence, Often it means another
empty space in the hearts of those who lost a loved one.

Tell you representatives on Capitol Hill you want the crime bill and you
want it now because it's important, it's long overdue. I guarantee you this; the
minute I get it, I'l] sign it. For we can never enjoy full economic security in our
professional lives without real personal security in our homes, on our streets and
in our neighborhoods. .

I pledge to you today that we'll keep working to restore both. Thanks for

The second thing I want to mention is violence. This is the only country in
the world where police have to go to work every day on streets with teenagers
better armed than they do. This is the only country in the world that would be
fiddling around after these years -— how many years has it been since Jim Brady
got shot in the attempt to assassinate Ronald Reagan, and we still haven't passed
the Brady biil, because people are fiddling around the edges of it making
parliamentary arguments because they're trying to find some way to please the
people who don't like it. It's unconscionable. (Applause) '

How can I preach to people about NAFTA, education, think of the future,
and you've got to worry about whether your kid's going to get shot going to school?



We've got to know, how old are these people buying these guns? Who are
they? Do they have a criminal record? Do they have a mental health history? It's
a big deal.

The states can do something., 17 states have said kids can't own handguns
unless they're out with their parents on a hunting trip or a target practice. A lot
of states have tried to set up laws licensing gun dealers, but the federal law will
give you a license for ten bucks, and the states can't overturn it yet. '

You got hundreds of gun dealers out there and there's no system about it.
And maybe the most important thing of all is, you've got a lot of these people,
most of them very young, a lot of them with drug problems, nearly all of them
with no real connection to the rest of society, who have easy access to rapidfire
assault weapons, the sole purpose of which is to kill people quicker, in greater
numbers. And we have lots of bills in Congress to do something about it, and we
ought to do something about it. We ought to pass one of them and do something
about it and take a stand. We ought to pass a crime bill which would put 50,000
more police officers on the street. It matters how many police officers are on the
street. {(Applause) Not -- and I say to you, not so much for catching criminals
quickly, although that is a big deal, but for preventing crime.

I'll just give you -~ first of all, look at New York. One of the few big cities
in the country, where for two years running, there's been a decline in the crime
rate in all seven major FBI categories because they went to a community policing
system. Look at Houston. Where the mayor there, Bob Lanier, got elected on a
commitment to put the equivalent of 655 more police officers on the street, and to
concentrate them in areas of high crime, and they had a 17 percent drop in the
crime rate the first year they did it. You can do this. (Applause) And we ought
to be about the business of helping our places become more safe. This is a huge
deal. And the Democratic Party ought to do it. If we were the party of social
security, why can't we be the party of health security, and personal security, and
freedom from fear? (Applause)




When Michael Jordan's father was killed recently, a nation grieved, but no one
knew the names of the other 22 people who died in that country this year. This is
a natlonal problem

FA: Septeriiber 23, 1993

I want to pass this crime bill and pass the savings I've asked to help pay for
it. I want them to know that if these cuts aren't passed, I'm going to come back
with more cuts. And if those aren't passed, I'll come back with still more. I'll
keep coming back untll we have the money we need to make America safer

Q: In that case, Mr. President, I'm wondering if you could tell us what the
Brady bill would do in urban areas, like the District of Columbia, where the guns
that kill people are not sold so much in shops, but more on the street, where
there's not much of a waiting --

A: But they all do come out of regular manufacturers and they come into the
country. And what the Brady bill would do, it would make uniform the require -
the losing battle a lot of states are fighting now because they're all alone to at
ieast check those people who do buy from registered gun dealers. And there are
an enormous number of people who do have criminal backgrounds, who have
mental health problem, who don't even meet any kind of age requirement. We
would be able to check all that, uniformly nationwide.

We find now that in a lot of states that have pretty strict gun laws, an
enormous percentage of the guns that are confiscated by law enforcement officials
every year come from other states that don't. So we do have some evidence that
these laws work, that it's not the end all and be all. We've got a couple hundred
million guns out there. There are a lot of other problems that we need to deal
with in terms of minors in possession, in terms of assault weapons, in terms of the
way the permitting process works for federal arms dealers.

But the Brady bill is the first step. And we are going to pass it this year, I
believe because the American people finally have heard the long call of Jim and
Sarah Brady. They've been out here on this for years and years and years, often
times alone with no support. And finally, thanks to the leadership of the members
of Congress who are here and others, we're going to be able to put it over.

In response to another question:

And you read all the these stories, like the story that was in The
Washington Post yesterday of the children planning for their funerals, I think it's
going to be very difficult got the Congress to justify continued inaction on what
mllhons of Americans believe is the number one problem in thelr lives.

‘ Photo Opportunity withs sk
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MAN WHO HAS MADE FRIENDS WITH OFFICERS THROUGH COMMUNITY
POLICING; EARLINE WILLIAMS, A SENIOR CITIZEN INVOLVED IN
COMMUNITY POLICING; AND, THE OFFICERS FROM ALBANY, GEORGIA.]

Like the Attorney General, I‘’ve used this Congressional
recess to visit communities across America. I’ve had a chance to
listen to the hopes -- and some of the fears -~ of the American
people. I’m here today because improving law enforcement and
preserving the fabric of our society is probably more important
to the American people -- and to our future -~ than it has ever
been in the history of America.

The fact is crime and violence don’t take a recess. They
continue to destroy our lives and communities. Generations of

politicians -- of both parties =-- have denounced crime. But
that’s a far cry from doing what’s right and what needs to be
done ~--. and the American people know it.

We’ve got to put more police on the street and more
criminals in jail, and we’ve got to do it now. I’ve come here
today to ask Congress to consider the crime bill 1mmed1ate1y, and
the Speaker has agreed

The American people have waited on a solutien long enough.
Let’s not waste their time and risk their safety with frivolous
and political amendments. We don’t need to take months on this.
We can have this on my desk in weeks, and I will sign it in a
minute -- and give the American people some of the solutlons they
want and deserve.

This has been a good year. We’ve reduced the deficit. The
economy is growing. Twice as many private sector jobs have been
produced in fourteen months than in the previocus four years,

It took us 7 years and a change of Administrations, but we
finally turned the Brady Bill into the Brady Law. It’s already
working to stop felons and fugitives from purchasing handguns.
I'm proud that we passed it with the help of America’s police
officers.

But everything we do to move America forward will fail if we
continue to let crime and violence tear us apart.

- The number of murders each year has nearly tripled since
1960. So has the number of crimes per police officers. Death by
gunfire will soon surpass death by cer-accieent. Almost one-
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third of all Americans have had someone in their family .
victimized by crime, or been victimized themselves. And one in
‘twenty children carry a weapon to school each day in this nation.
It's surely time to act.

This crime bill is balanced. It‘s tough and it’s smart.
This is what it does. : _ C

First, %t gives us a much stronger police presence in
America. This bill adds 100,000 police officers over five years,
for community policing, and community policing works.

In community policing the police know the neighbors, they
know the children, they understand the problems and perscnalities
that they are dealing with. 100,000 more police will make a big
difference if they are in touch with their communities and
deployed where the problems are greatest. The Mayor of Houston
put another 655 police on the streets. Crime dropped 22 per cent
and murders dropped 27 per cent in 15 months. Every town that
the Attorney General and I just visited would like to de this.

We must pass this bill and give them that chance.

Eddie Cutanda has a different attitude about the police
because community policing gave him a chance to get to know
Officers White and Platt as persons. These fine officers from
Albany, Georgia -~ who have already reduced crime in Albany
because Congress wisely made a downpayment on community policing
last year ~- can now do the job they were trained to do and that
the taxpayers of Albany want them to do. Community policing has
engaged them as professionals and as citizens. Community
policing is an American solution, based on community values and
mutual respect and personal responsibility.

If Congress passes this bill soon to give the American
people more officers, 1’11 make this commitment to the American
people: 1711 cut through the bureaucracy and red-tape in
Washington so that within a vear 20,000 of these new officers
will already be hired and trained to make our streets safer.

The second thing the Crime Bill does is stiffen penalties.
It does add capital punishment for a number of crimes. In my
opinion when someone kills a law enforcement officer in the line
of duty we need a completely clear and unambiguous deterrent, and
it should be the death penalty. '

We must alse find a way to protect ourselves from repeat
offenders, the relatlvely small number of criminals with no
conscience who prey on us again and again. If they keep doing
these things they’ve got to know that what’s in store for them is
certain and severe punishment, and not another parole. Ever,

For us, baseball season just began. But for them it’s going to
be "three strikes and you’re out at the old ball game.™
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Third, this is also a crime prevention bill. We know
prevention programs work, especially for young people —- who have
no greater advocate than the Attorney General. We want to invest
a billion dollars in jobs for young people in high crime
neighborhoods, and in recreation programs and summer programs.
We’ve got to give them skills and something to say yes to, or the
- pressures of broken families and jobless communities will suck

them into drugs and crime -- and then our work will be much more
difficult and expen51ve. We can do better. :

blq part of prevention is making our schools gun free,
drug free, and violence free. If our kids can’t go to school
safely, we can’t prepare America for the twenty-first century.
We’ve got to make our schools safe, and this bill provides more
resources to do just that. .

That’s our plan. More police. More punishment. Better
.prevention.

It is a big commitment in a time of very tight budget
constraints. It is a lot more money for state and local
governments., But we must do it, so the police and the courts can
be tougher, and every American can be safer.

This Administration will use every resource it has to fight
crime and violence -~ from public schools to public housing.

Just a few days ago a Federal District Court declared the
Chicago Housing Authority’s policy of searching for guns in
public housing to be unconstitutional. Within hours I asked the
Attorney General and Secretary Cisneros to develop another policy
that is constitutional and effective. Thirteen people died
violently in Chicago the last weekend in March, three of them in
the Robert Taylor Homes. More than 300 incidents were reported
to police. There has to be a way to stop this madness, and we're
going to find it.

The next few weeks are very important. Congress will soon
consider health care and welfare reform and other very important
matters. But we cannot be distracted. The American people have
waited too long for a tough crime bill.

This is a Congress that hears the American people. In our
first year we had the best cooperation in thirty years between a
White House and Congress. I challenge Congress to meet the same
standard, to forget politics and partisanship, and pass the crime .
bill now, We can put more police on the street. We can put more
criminals in jail. We can keep more kids out of trouble. And we
can start now. Let’s do it.

Thank you very much.
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Like the Attorney General, I’'ve used this Congressicnal
recess to visit communities across America. I’ve had a chance to
ligten to the hopes and the fears of the American people. I’m
here today because law enforcement is probably more important to
the American people =- and to our future -= than it has ever been’
in the history of America.

The fact is crime and violence don’‘t take a recess. They i
continue to destroy lives and tear apart communities. E
Generations of. politicians -- of both parties -~ have dencunced g
crime, but that’s a far cry from doing what’s right and what
needs to be done -- and the American people know it.

s - The most important task before us right now is to put more
"police on the street and more criminals in jail. I‘ve come here
today to ask Congress to bring the Crime Bill up immediately, so
we can do both of thesg things, and the Speaker has agreed.

The American people have waited on a solution--long -enough. '
. We .«can’t waste their time and risk their safety any longer by
delaying with frivelous and political amendments. We don’t need
to take months on this. We can do it now. We can have this on
my desk in weeks, and I will sign it in a minute -- and give the
American people some of the solutions they want and deserve,

This has been a good yYear, We’ve reduced the deficit., The
economy is growing. Twice as many private sector jobs have been
produced in fourteen months than in the previous four years. It
took us 7 years and a change of Administrations, but we finally
turned the Brady Bill into the Brady lLaw. It‘s already working

~ to stop felons and fugitives from purchasing handgquns. 1’m proud
that we passed it with the help of Anmerica’s police officers.

But evefything we do to create jobs, educate our children
and bring our people together will fail if we cgontinue to let
crime and violence tear us apart.

The number of murders each year has nearly tripled since
1960. So has the number of crimes per police officers. Death by
gunfire will soon surpass death by car-accident. Almost one-~
third of all Americans have had someone in their family
victimized by crime, or been victimized themselves. And one in

1
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twenty children cérry a weapon to school each day in this nation.
It’s surely time to act.

This crime bill is balanced. 1It’s tough and it’s smart.
This is what it does.

First, it gives us a much stronger police presence in
America. This bill adds 100,000 police officers over five years,
tor community policing, and community policing works.

In community policing the police know the neighbors, they
xnow the children, they understand the problems and personalities
that they are dealing with, 100,000 more police make a big
difference if they are in touch with their communities apd
deployed where the problems-are greatest. The Mayor of Houston
put another 655 police on the streets, Crime dropped 22 per cent
and nmurders dropped 27 per cent in 15 months. Every town I just
visited would like to do this., We pust pass this bill and give
them that chance. '

Fddie Cutanda has a different attitude about the police
because communlity policing gave him a chance to get to xnow
Officers White and Platt as persons. These fine officers from
Albany, Georgia ~- .who have already reduced crime in Albany
because Congress wisely made a downpayment on community policing
last year =~ can now do the job they were trained te do and that
the taxpayers of Albany want them to do. Community policing
engaged them as professionals and as citizens. Community
policing is an American solution, based on community values and
mutual respect and personal regsponsibility. '

‘If Congress passes this bill scon and gives the American
people wore officers, I‘1l make this commitment: I’11 cut through
the bureaucracy and red-tape in Washington so that within a year
20,000 of these new officers will already be hired and trained to
make our streets safer.

The second thing-the Crime Bill does is stiffen penalties,
It does add capital punishment for a number of crimes. 1In my
opinion when someone kills a law enforcement officer in the line
of duty we need a completely clear and unambiguous deterrent, and
it should be the death penalty.

: We must also find a way to protect ourselves from repeat
~ffenders, the relatively small number of criminals with no
conscience who prey on us again and again. If they keep doing
these things they’ve got to know that what’s in store for them is
certain and severe punishment, and not another parole. Ever.

For us, baseball season just began., But for them it’s going to
be “three strikes and you’‘re out at tne old ball game.®

PRESERVATION PHOTOCORY
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Third, this 1is also a crime prevention bill. We know
prevention programs work, especially for young pecople. We want
to invest a billion dollars in jobs for young people in high
crime neighborhoods, and in recreation programs and summer
programs. We’ve got to give them skills and something to say yes
to, or the pressures of broken families and ‘jobless communities
will suck them into drugs and crime ~- and then our work will be
ten times more difficult and expensive. We can 4o better.

A big part of prevention is making our schools gun free,
drug free, and violence free. TIf our kids can’t go to school
safely, we can’t prepare America for the twenty-first century.
We’ve got to make our schools safe, and this bill provides more
resources to do just that.

That’s our plan, More police. More punishment. Better
prevention. :

It is a big commitment in a time of very tight budget
constraints. It is a lot more money for local governments. But
we must do it, so the police and the courts can be tougher, and
every American can be safer. :

This Administration will use every resocurce it has to fight
crime and violence -- from public schools to public housing.

Just a few days ago a Federal District Court declared the
Chicago Housing Authorities policy of Searching for guns in
public housing to be unconstitutional. Within hours I asked the- --
Attorney General and Secretary Cisneros to develop another policy
that is constitutional and effective. Thirteen people died
violently in Chicago the last weekend in March, three of them in
the Robert Taylor Homes. More than 300 incidents were reported
to police. There has to be a way to stop this madness, and we’'re
going to find it.

The next few weeks are very important. Congress will soon
consider health care and welfare reform and other very important
matters. But we cannot be distracted. We’ve waited long enough
for a tough crime bill, Too long.

This is a Congress that hears the American people. In our
first year we had the best cooperation in thirty years between a
White House and Congress. I challenge Congress to meet the same
standard, to forget politics and partisanship, and pass the crime
bill now. We can put more police on the street, We can put more
criminals in jail. We can keep more Kids out of trouble. And we
can start next month. Let’s do it.

Thank you very much,

PRESERVAT | ON PHOTOCORY
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THE PRESIDENT: Good afterncon, ladies and gentlemen.
As we approach the end of this congressional session, just before
Thanksgiving, it's 1important that our people know that here in
Washington we are finally tackling issues that are central to the
lives of all Americans, replacing gridlock in an action with progress
in the pursuit of the common good.

In the last few months, we passed the largest deficit
reduction package in history, interest rates and inflation have
remained at historic lows, millions of Americans have been able to
refinance their homes, investment is up, and more new jobs have come
into our economy in the last 10 months than in the previous four
years.

There's been a real effort to improve security for
America's working families, with the dramatic expansiocons in the
earned incomes tax credit, to help working Americans with children
who live in medest incomes to do better through tax reductions.
We've opened more of our products in high-tech areas to exports.
We've passed the family leave law. We've expanded opportunities for
people to invest in new businesses in this country. &and we've
presented a comprehensive plan that will put real health care
security within reach of every American.

We're working on reinventing our government to do more
with less, and I am proud to say that the Congress is clearly
signaling today 1ts determination to move on reforming campaign
finance laws. A bill passed the Senate several months ago. Today
the House committee is voting out a bill which I believe the House of
Representatives will pass.

, This is a record of real achievement. But in the next
few weeks before we go home, Congress will be challenged to take even
greater strides in protecting the perscnal security of Americans and
in creating more opportunities for us to compete and win in the
global environment.

The Senate is completing work now on our crime bill --
legislation that will fulfill the campaign promise I made to put
100,000 additional poclice officers on the street, to keep felons
behind bars, to take criminals off the street, to provide boot camps
and alternative service for first-time youthful offenders, and to
remove guns from the hands of people who should not have them. We
have a real shot now to pass the Brady bill., After years -- 12 years
-- of heroic activism by Jim and Sarah Brady, Congress is finally
determined, I believe, to stand up to the interest against the Brady



bill and to take action on crime, which is the number one personal
security issue for most Americans.

And a week from today, Congress will decide whether to
expand exports and jobs by passing the North American Free Trade
Agreement. The case for NAFTA could not have been made more
forcefully or eloquently than it was by Vice President Gore last
night in his debate with Mr., Perot. Last night the Vice President
showed that just stating the facts about NAFTA and showing our

concern for the interest of working Americans can overcome the fears,
the distortions that had been leveled against this agreement. NAFTA
means exports; exports means jobs. No wealthy country in the world
is growing more jobs without expanding exports.

When the American people hear that case, they showed
last night they were willing to listen and willing to join not only
millions of other Americans like those the Vice President called by
name last night, but every living former president, former secretary
of state, Nobel Prize-winning economist, and over 80 percent of the
sitting governcors.

The contrast we saw last night was clear. Mr. Perot
warned members of the House of Representatives that they would face
awful retaliation if they voted their conscience on NAFTA. The Vice
President urged the members cof the House to vote for hope against
fear:; to vote for the proposition that Americans can compete and win
in the glecbal economy; to vote their ceonscience and tell the
constituents back home why they were voting as they were. And if the
preliminary results on the debate last night are any indication, the
members of the House of Representatives can trust the American pecple
with the facts and with their own convictions.

This vote comes at a defining moment for our naticn. We
have been through a very tough period. For 20 years -- 20 years --
60 percent of the American people have been working harder for the
same or less wages. We have had great difficulty in increasing the
productivity that is absclutely essential to creating jobs and
raising incomes. But we have now done it. This country is now the
most productive country in the world across a broad spectrum of
manufacturing and service activities in this economy. We can win.
And we have to decide, beginning next week, whether we're going to
reach out to compete and win, or try to withdraw.

I will say again one point I want to make about NAFTA
befeore 1 open the floor to guestions that was not emphasized last
night simply because it didn't come up as much. This agreement means
more jobs, but the real job growth for America will come when two
other steps are taken. It will come when all the other Latin
democracies and free market econcomies alsc jeoin in a great trade
group with Mexico, Canada and the United States. And it will come
because once this happens, we will have enormously increased
influence in the world community to argue that we ought te adeopt a
worldwide trade agreement before the end of the year, to get that new
GATT agreement. That will influence Asla, it will influence Eurcpe
if the House votes for NAFTA. The stakes for this country,
therefore, are quite high. I believe the House will do the right
thing. '

I want to say, too, that I am grateful that today
Congressman Hoagland, Congressman Kreidler, Congressman Dicks,
Congressman Valentine and Senator Nunn announced their support for
NAFTA. I think that we will see more coming in the days ahead, and I



think: that by the time we get to vote counting, we'll have enough to
Wwin. '

Thank you.

Q Mr., President, U.S. foreign policy endeavors have
been less than successful in Somalia, Haiti, Bosnia. And on Sunday
on Meet the Press you seemed to be lukewarm about your foreign policy
team. Is Secretary Wharton being made your sacrificial lamb? And
are you planning a shake-up of your foreign policy team? I mean, is
that the signal?

THE PRESIDENT: No to both questions. First of all, I
did not mean to be lukewarm., I have always followed a policy as long
as I've been a chief executive of not discussing a lot of personnel
issues., But I will say agaln what I said on Sunday. This team has
worked hard on a lot of difficult issues., I think they deserve high
marks for dealing with the central, large, strateglic issues of this
time -- dealing with the Soviet -- the former Soviet Union, working
on the bringing down the nuclear threat, working on stemming nuclear
proliferation, working on peace in the Middle East, working on
putting economics at the forefront of our foreign peclicy.

Secondly, Mr. Wharton is not being made a scapegoat in
any way, shape or form. What he worked on at the State Department,
in my judgment, he did a good job on. He worked on reorganization;
he worked on the aid programs; he worked on a number of issues that
have nothing to do with the controversies which were thorny when I
got here and are still thorny today in Somalia, Hailti and Bosnia. It
would be a great mistake for anyone to misinterpret what happened.

I think you have to take his remarks on their own terms.
But believe me, his departure has nothing to do with scape-goating.
I have the highest regard for him. And I am grateful for the service
he rendered.

Q Mr. President, there's a growing expectation that
Israel and Jordan are golng to sign a peace treaty when Prime
Minister Rabin visits the White House on Friday. Could you tell us
what's the likelihood of that? And also on Mr. Rabin, Israeli radio
says that he's written you a letter asking you to cut the prison
sentence of convicted spy Jonathan Pollard to 10 years. Are you
going to do that?

THE PRESIDENT: First of all, I am delighted by the
reports of progress in the relationships between Israel and Jordan.
And as you know, we are talking with both of them. And we've been
involved with that. But I don't think anything will happen Friday on
that. I would be pleased if it did. But the truth is, we have no
reason to believe that anything will be happening Friday.

On the Pollard case, it is true that the Prime Minister
has written me about Jonathan Pollard. I have asked the Justice
Department to review his case, as I do in every request for executive
clemency. I have not received a report from them yet. And I will
not make a decision on the Pollard case until I get some sort of
indication from them.

Q Mr. President, there are some who suggest that you
deliberately wanted to have the Vice President debate Mr. Perot in
order to elevate Mr. Perot as a potential threat to Republicans down
the road more than Democrats. Pid you have those kinds of interests



in mind?

THE PRESIDENT: I wish I were that Machiavellian. It
never occurred to me, (Laughter.) I wanted the Vice President to
debate Mr. Perot because I believed -- and I know that the
conventional wisdom arcund here was that it was a mistake -- but,
first, I want to gilve credit where credit's due. The Vice President,
not the President -- the Vice President had the idea that maybe this
was the time to have a debate and to do it on Larry King.

My immediate response, however, was very positive,
because I believe the American people -- first of all, we know
they're hungry for debate. They know we have to change, and they're
deeply skeptical of people in politics. So the more direct access
people have to this issue, one that affects their lives, the more
feeling they get for the facts and the arguments as well as for the
conviction of the parties involved, 1 just think it's better. So
there was no ulterior motive in that, whatever.

Q Mr. President, the polls indicate that Vice
President Gore did do well in the debate last night and that Mr.
Perot did not do so well. You clearly believe he was wounded on the
issue of NAFTA. Do you think that carries over into his role in
politics in general? Does it hurt his standing as a political force
in this country in the future?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I don't have any idea. I don't
know about that. I will say this: I think there are a lot of people
out there who are alienated from the political system for good
reasons. And it is -- one of the greatest frustrations I have as
President is that it is often difficult for me to cut through the din
of daily events here to keep speaking to those people and to try to
keep them involved.

I think that they will feel more supportive of not only
this administration, but of the American political system, if we can
produce sustained economic growth, greater security for people who
work hard and play by the rules; if we can produce a genuine effort
to fight crime and to deal with the problems of the breakdown of the
society and family in many of the troubled areas of our country; and
if we can produce political reform -- if we can produce campaign
finance reform and lobby reform -~ and if the Congress sometime in
the next few weeks passes a law that says they'll live under the laws
that they pass and impose on the private sector.

These are the things that you keep hearing from people
who voted in the last election for Mr. Perot. 1 think what we should
focus on, t°6of us who are here, is addro«gthe concerns, the
hopes and the fears of those people. And the rest of 1t will take
care of itself. We'll just have to see what happens.

Q Mr. President, the White House has complained and
Mr. Gore scored some points about Mr. Perot's exaggerations and
exaggerations of the anti-NAFTA forces. But last night the Vice
President said that 22 out of 23 studies have shown job increases.
He cited a figure of 400,000. The Joint Economic Committee, a
bipartisan committee of Congress, said that's not true. Doesn’'t it
hurt their arguments for NAFTA when --

THE PRESIDENT: What did they say was not true?

Q Well, they said that the studies were being double



counted, and that he did not cite the job losses, so he wasn't giving
3 net figure and that actually the overall size of the economy, that
those really are not that significant, or can't be properly counted.

THE PRESIDENT: That's what I tried -- let me respond to
that on the specific allegations. I have always tried to couch NAFTA
as a job winner, both gross -- a net job winner. That is I think

that the evidence 1s clear that not just in the long run, but in the
near run, we'll have had more job gains than job losses out of this.
There will plainly be some job losses. But, the point I have tried
to make, always, 1s we have a lot of job losses every year in America
we can't prevent. So when we have an opportunity to create more
jobs, we are almost more morally bound do to it when we can have a
net job gain.

I think some of the most -- I don't think the Vice
President willfully misstated that, because we've had this
conversation a long time -- many times. But a lot of the extreme

claims on both sides ignore the fact that Mexico itself, on its own
terms, only comprilses four to five percent of the size of the
American economy. The size of the Mexican economy today i1s about the
size of California's economy from the Los Angeles county line, the
north line, down to the Mexican border. And, therefore, the ability
of the Mexicans in the near term to hurt the American economy, or to
totally inflate it, is somewhat limited.

As you know, we said that we thought we would gailn
200,000 jobs over the next two years. Well, last month our economy
produced 177,000 jobs. That's why I say -- let me reiterate what 1
said in my opening remarks. The thing that's important about this is
that it makes a statement that we're reaching out to expand trade.
It really will -- 200,000 jobs 1s nothing to sneeze at. And almost
all of our people believe that the net will be well above 150,000.
That is, that's nothing to sneeze at in two years, especilally since
they will be higher paying jobs.

But the important thing is that by showing we can have
this relationship with Mexico, we will rapidly be able to move to
conclude similar agreements with other market-oriented democracies --
with Chile, with Argentina, with a whole range of other countries in
Latin America. And this then will give us the psychological leverage
-- just as for the anti-NAFTA people this has become the repository
for all thelr resentments, for us that are for it, 1t's become the
symbol of where we want to go in the world. This will give me
enormous leverage when I get on the airplane the day after the NAFTA
vote and go out to meet with the General Secretary of the People's
Republic of China, when I go ocut to meet with the Prime Minister of
Japan and all the other leaders of Asia, when I try to convince the
Europeans that it's time for a worldwide trade agreement.

And nearly everyone who has analyzed what we agreed to
about the time of the G-7 on the GATT Round, the new trade agreement,
concludes that i1t will add hundreds of thousands of jobs, significant
jobs near-term to the American economy. So 1 say that, on balance,
this is a huge deal for America, but both sides need to be very
careful not to make extreme claims. This is a job winner for our
country -- more jobs with Latin America, even more jobs when we have
a new world trade agreement. It all begins with NAFTA.

Q Mr. President, do you have any regrets about your
comments about labor during the Sunday television interview, your
comment about the naked pressure that they'wve exerted on members of



Congress on NAFTA? And what are you going to do to kiss and make up
with them?

THE PRESIDENT: I sent a little note to Mr, Kirkland the
other day and said I hope my comments Sunday morning didn't ruin his
Sunday afterncon. And I told him basically what I said before. I
have enormous respect for many of the people who are fighting us on
this. I just think they're wrong. But, specifically, I don't think
a congressman who has been a friend of the laber movement for 20
vyears should be told that he or she will get an opponent in the next
election or never get any more help on this one vote. I just
disagree with that.

If you go back and look at the interview, I was trying
to make the peint that I thought in the Congress the labor movement
was more -- a bigger force from keeping this passing than the Perot
folks were., I didn't mean to hurt their feelings, but I can't
retract what I said because I don't think it's right for people to be
told, if you vote your conscience on this vote we're through with you
forever, no matter what youfve done with use before. I think that's
bad and it's not conducive to good government.

Q We seem to be heading for one of those cliffhangers
next week in the House, kind of high political drama that Washington
enjoys. I can't imagine, though, sir, that perhaps you enjoy it
quite as much. And I wonder as you look back on this if you feel
that this issue could perhaps have been managed differently, perhaps
an earlier start that would have enabled you to make what you seem to
feel is a very strong case a bit more easily.

THE PRESIDENT: I think the only way we could have
started earlier is if we'd been able to conclude the side agreements
socner, because keep in mind, first of all, I ran for this job with a
commitment to support NAFTA if I could get the right side agreements.
This thing was dead in the water in January when I became President.
It was gone. There was no support amcng the Democrats in the House.
There were Republicans who thought they weren't going to be able to
vote for it. Yes, the opposition then got geared up and made a lot
of charges against it. But the only thing we had to hold ocut was the
promise that we could conclude side agreements that would improve the
environmental issues and that would deal with the labor issues and
that would give us some leverage for people to move forward.

If we had been able to conclude those agreements more
quickly, then we could have started the campaign more quickly.

0 You don't think these side agreements added
credence to the idea that it was a flawed agreement and perhaps hurt
politically?

THE PRESIDENT: No, I don't think so. I don't know.
Anybody can always second-guess. But what I always tried to say
about NAFTA was that the concept was sound and that we needed an
agreement with Mexico. One of the things we haven't talked about
very much is it means a lot to the United States to have a neighbor
with 90 million people that is moving toward democracy, that is
moving toward an open economy and that is moving toward greater
friendship with us, I mean, this is a big deal. If you want
cooperation in the immigration problem, the drug problem, this means
a lot to us.

I always felt that we would get there, but in dealing



with at least the people 1n our party, we had to be able to have
something to show that would indicate we were making progress in
these areas. 8So that's all I can say. We may be able tc be second-
guessed, but the thing simply wasn't ready, and I didn't have
anything to argue with.

Q Mr. President, a moment ago you stated that your
leverage would be increased in Seattle 1f you get a NAFTA v you come at it from
the other side? If you have a NAFTA defeat
on Wednesday, would that in any way diminish your prestige in Seattle
or your ability to conduct foreign policy?

THE. PRESIDENT: I don't think it would diminish my
ability to conduct foreign pelicy except in the economic area. 1
think 1t would limit my ability to argue that the Asians should open
theilr markets more. And, after all, cur trade problem, 1in terms of
open markets, if you lock at 1it, where is our trade deficit -- $49
billion with Japan, $19 billion with China, $9 billion with Taiwan.
We have a $5.4 billion trade surplus with Mexico. So I think my
ability to argue that case forcefully that "you ought to open your
markets; look at what we're doing” will be undermined.

And I think, more importantly, my ability to argue that
the Asians and the Europeans should join with me and push hard, hard
to get a world trade agreement through the GATT Round by the end of
the year will be more limited. There's no question about it.

Look, the anxleties that we have here -- the same thing
is going on in Japan, where they're not generating jobs and they've
got staggering income. Same thing in Europe:; it's been years since
the European economy as a whole has generated new jobs. So in each
of these great power centers of the world there are these debates
every day just like the one that went on last night between the Vice
President and Mr. Perot. . They're debating it -- are they going to be
mocre open or mere closed, which way are they going to go? And so 1
think that my ability to tip the scales in that debate in the right
direction for history and for the American people will be limited
significantly in the short run if we lose NAFTA. It will not be good
for the United States.

Q Mr. President, beyond signing a crime bill, if and
when one hits your desk, what else can you do? What else will you do
about crime and violence?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think that there's a lot more
that we have to do. I think the administration has got tc examine
everything we can do to try to put together an approach that will
challenge every community in this country and every organization in
this ceountry, and every individual in this country to make a
contribution with us in restoring the conditions in which civilize
life can go on.

I think that the crime bill is very important. I don't
want to minimize that. I know some disagree that it is. It really
more make a difference if you put ancther 100,000 police out there.
We're losing the ratio of police to crime. We have been for 30
years. This is an important issue. It matters whether we get these
police out there, if they're properly trained and properly deployed
in community policing.

But we have to rebuild families and communities in this
country. We've got to take more responsibility for these little kids -



before they grow up and start shooting each other. We have to find
ways to offer hope and to reconnect people. When children start
shooting children the way they're doing now, and little kids go
around planning their own funerals, what that means is that they're a
whole lot of people, millions of people in this country, who
literally are not even playing by the same set of rules that all the
rest of us take for granted. And we have learned in this country to
accept many things that are unacceptable. And I think the President
has a pulpit, Teddy Roosevelt's bully pulpit, that I have to use and
work hard on and try to live by to try to help rebuild the conditions
of family and community and education and opportunity.’

And 1'1]l just say one last thing about that. What a lot
of these folks that are in such desperate trouble need is-a unique
combination of both structure and order and discipline on the one
hand and genuine caring on the other. It is impossible to structure
life in a society like ours where there is no family or at least no
supervising, caring adult on the one hand, and on the other hand
where there is no work. '

I1f you go generation after generation after generation
and people don't get to work -- you think about your lives. Think
about what you're going to do today, what you did this morning when
you got up, what you'll do tonight when you go home. : If you think
about the extent to which work organizes life in America and
reinforces our values, our rules and the way we relate to one another
and the way we raise our children; and then you imagine what it must
be like where there is no work -- I know the budget is tight. I know
there are all kinds of tough problems. I know that people with
private capital, even with our empowerment zones, may not want to
invest in inner cities and decimated rural areas, but I1'm telling
you, we have to deal with family, community, education and you have
to have work -- there has to be work there.

Q Mr. President, on the issue of crime, can you
explain a little bit more about how the White House, how the
administration is going to accomplish some of these things?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. First of all, the Attorney General
and Secretary Cisneros and a number of other people are now working
i1n our administration on how we can develop a comprehensive approach
to the whole issue of violence in our society and how we can merge
that with what we want to do in terms of community empowerment, and
how it will fit with all the things that we are now doing. And 1
think what you will see from us over the next several months is a
sustained, organized, disciplined approach so that we don't just
respond to the horror we all feel when a little kid gets shot after
being picked up off the street like happened here last weekend, or
when they children plan their funerals. I want to give -- I want to
put this right at the center of what we're doing. ’

I have spent years going to neighborhoods and talking to
people and dealing with 1ssues that most politicians in national
government have not talked a lot about. I care a great deal about
this. There is a lot of knowledge in this town about it. Senator
Moynihan wrote a very powerful article just a couple of weeks ago on
how we have defined deviancy down. I think there's an enormous
bipartisan willingness to face this. What I think I have to do is to
mobilize every person in my government to do what can be done to
address these problems. And you will see that coming out after the
‘Congress goes home and in my address to the people next year when the
Congress begins.



Q Mr. President, you mentioned Senator Moynihan.
He s proposed a federal tax on bullets that would make certain kind
of bullets, particularly cop-killer bullets, prohibitively expensive.
Do you support the general idea of an ammunition tax? And would you
like to see it to be part of the financing for your health care
package, as Senator Moynihan has proposed?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, Senator Moynihan has been very
candid in saying that what he really wants to de is to try to use
this to deal with the problem of gun violence in America. 1 think
the health care plan that I put forward will finance itself in the
way that we have. And I think we should proceed with that. I think
that thig idea of hisg, however, deserves a lot of consideration.

But one of the things that I question in my own mind is
if some of these bullets are being manufactured sclely for the
purpose of having a devastating effect on someone's body if they hit
someone's body, whether we ought not just to get rid of those
bullets. Because 1f you look at the money that can be raised as a
practical matter, in the context of this federal budget or the health
care budget, 1it's limited. I have asked -- 1 agree with the Treasury
Secretary. Secretary Bentsen stated our position. We think the
Senator has given us an interesting idea. We're looking at it, we're
seeing what the objectives are. But some of that ammunition, it
would seem to me, there might be a consensus that we ought not to
make it at all in this country.

Q Mr, President, it turns out that your friend, Jim
Florio in New Jersey, may have lost the election by a narrow margin
because of some -- an approach dreamed up by the Republican

strategists which depressed black voter turnocut. What do you think
about that tactic?

THE PRESIDENT: First, I think we should all acknowledge
that people have died in this country, given their lives to give
other Americans, especially African Americans, the right to vote.

And this allegation, if it is true -- and I say if it is true -- I
don't know what the facts are, but if it is true, then it was
terribly wrong for anyone to give money to anybody else not to vote
or to depress voter turnout. And it was terribly wrong for anyone to
accept that money to render that nonservice to this country.

0] Can you give us a count right now of how many votes
you have in the House on NAFTA?

THE PRESIDENT: No, because it's changing every day.
But we're getting a lot closer. 1 honestly believe we're going to
win it now, and that's not just political puff. I think we'll make
it. I'll be surprised if we don't win that.

0] -=- what is geing to happen to Latin America if
NAFTA is not passed? What would be the impact in the United States,
not in you, but in the people of the United States if NAFTA is not
approved?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, if it's not passed, we'll laose a
lot of opportunities to sell our products. We will not do one single
thing to discourage peaple from moving to Mexico to set up plants to
get low wages to sell back in here. We will depress the
environmental and labor costs more than they otherwise would be
depressed 1in Mexico, which will make it harder for us to compete.



It'll-be bad for America 1f we do it.

Q Mr, President, so far you haven't talked about
Haiti and Bosnia. The situation in those two countries seems to have
gotten worse in the year since you've been elected. Right now, what
can you tell us you're delng to reverse the situation in the short-
term, or do you fear that this is go on all winter long in Bosnia as
well as in Haiti?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, the problem -- or the conditions
in Bosnia at least seem to be that none of the parties now, including
the government, at least at the moment we speak, based on what I knew
this morning, are of a mind to make peace on any terms that the
others will accept, because there are different military results
being achieved on the ground there in different places in ways that
make all the parties feel that they shouldn't agree now. Under those
conditions, all we can do is to try to make sure that we minimize the
human loss coming on for this winter; that we try to get the United
Nations to agree to let the NATO position that the United States put
together on the availability of air power in the event that Sarajevo
is seriously shelled be an actual live option and not just something
on the bopks; and that we make sure our humanitarian program works.

I will say this -- I want to emphasize thils -~ the
airlift to Bosnlia, which this nation has spearheaded, has now gone on
longer than the Berlin airlift., And it's one of the most
comprehensive humanitarian aid efforts in the history. And we'll
have to keep deoing it.

In Haiti, I'd like to say a word or two about that.
First of all, it's important that the people of Haiti understand that
the people who brought this embargo on were Mr. Francois and General
Cedras, because they didn't go through with the Governors Island
Agreement.

Now, I believe that Mr. Malval and President Aristide
are willing to talk in good faith and try to reach an accommodation
that would enable us to get back on the path to democracy and to
implementing that agreement. I don't -- I grieve for the people of
Haiti. We feed almost 700,000 pecple a day in Haiti. We participate
actively, the United States does. I don't want anybody else to be
hurt down there. But I think it's very important that the people of
Haiti understand that the people that brought this embargc on them
were Francols and Cedras in breaking the agreement that was agreed to
by all parties there. And we have to try to reach another agreement
so that the country can go back to normal.

Q The financial community has been worried about
Mexico's policy of gradually devaluing the peso and saying that this
would underscore the low-wage environment there. What would you
foresee under a NAFTA pact that was approved as far as the
relationship between the dollar and the peso? And would we end up
finding the Federal Reserve having to support the peso because of our
tighter economic relationship?

THE PRESIDENT: Actually, I would think that -~ I want
to be careful how I say this because I don't want anything I say now
to be -- have an impact in the Mexican financial markets today, but I

believe that you have to just say that the peso would become stronger
if NAFTA passes because it would strengthen the Mexican economy.

And, normally, when you've got a strong economy that's growing, the
value of the currency will rise.



Let me say, I know we've got -- no, I'm sorry. I want
to introduce somecne before we go, because I thlnk I would be remiss
here at a press conference with all of you not to do this. I'd like
to ask Khan Pham to stand., Would you stand up?

I want to tell you a little bit about this young woman,
She's here today with a program that puts role models and young
people together, and she said her role model was Dee Dee Myers, so
she wanted to come here and be here. (Laughter.) But let me tell
you about her. Maybe she should be our role model.

When she was two-and-a-half years old, she was cradled
in her five-year-old brother’'s arms as her mother made a desperate
run for freedom from Vietnam. They forced their way onto an
overcrowded small wooden boat after giving away their life savings
for those spots. They endured heavy seas, were separated on the boat
for a period of time. They watched people die before being picked up
by a UJ.5. naval ship, the U.S.S. Warden.

After coming here, because of language barriers, her
mother could only get jobs in manual labor. She also baked
Vietnamese pastries to sell. She held two or three jobs at a time.
Sometimes she didn't have enough money to wash the clothes so the
family would have to wash them in their tub, while Khan and her
brother would try to teach their mother English,

A couple cof years ago, she missed several months cof
school while she single-handedly worked with all the agencies and
authorities here to get her two sisters back from Vietnam and to the
United States, Finally, they were reunited a year and a half ago,
and they now live with Khan and her mother. She is 17, a senior at
Reston High School of Virginia. She holds an office with her student
government and she's a student representative elected to the Board of
Governors, a city office in Reston.

And as I said, she's spending the day here today, and
she's interested in being in the press today. But one day she hopes
to be America's ambassador to Vietnam.

Thank you for coming here. (Applause. )

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen.

END 3:40 P.M. EST
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Some of you were with me when I signed the Brady Bill into law a week ago last

- Tuesday. It was a triumph born in tragedy, a victory for everyone on the front lines in the
fight against crime and violence in America -- not just police chiefs and police officers,
but. children who want to be safe on their way to school, doctors tired of the sight of wasted
lives, and neighbors who want their communities back.

Still, America had to wait almost seven years for the Brady Bill to become law.
Seven years. And all of you on the front lines -- the mayors and the men and women in
blue -- have been waiting on a crime bill for years. :

When the Congress returns in January, the first thing it ought to do is send the
crime bill to me so I can sign it in an instant. That means 100,000 more cops on the
street and fewer guns on the street. Our people shouldn’t have to walt for this any
longer

More cops and fewer assault weapons in the hands of tecnagers will help bring safety
to our streets, but that won't mean the issue in Washington will be over. Yes, we need a
crime bill, but we also need a new bill of health for our communities.

When I spoke to the ministers in Memphis last month, I talked about a speech 1 had
read given by a man who grew up years ago in Washington, not far from here, in Anacostia.
- He said, *Even then, this neighborhood was all black and very poor, but we had a crime rate
that was lower than the average crime rate of our city. Why? We had coherenl families.
The people who filled the church on Sunday lived in the same place they went to church.
The guy that owned the drugstore lived down the street. The person that owned the grocery
~ store lived in our community. We were whole.’ _

When 1 was young, my own family didn’t have much money. My mother worked,
and my grandparents helped to raise me, They ran a small town grocery, the kind of place
where everyone knows everybody who comes in. In that environment, there were always
adults to look up to: Grandparents. Teachers. The town marshall. The town minister. The
man who brought your mail. Neighbors who would call your mama if you ever misbehaved.

Today, too many children are growing up in broken homes, leading broken lives on
broken hope. They have never known the structure that raises children into responsible
adults, with a shared understanding of right and wrong,. '

chgether, we have to stitch béck together the fabric of our society. We have to help’
the vulnerable find order and security and discipline in their lives. We have to give them



hope. We have to_help pe-dplé feel safe enough, and secure enough, to trust each other.

~ That’s why I suppoit community policing, where your officers work closely with
people, in their neighborhoods and near their homes.” With community policing, young
people don’t see a system; they see a human being. - Face to face. I want to help you deliver
the message that community policing builds trust, and trust builds safety. '

We know the old way doesn’t work. For years, when it came to public safety,
. Washington postured and left you on the front lines on your own. We’ve seen the results of
that legacy: the crime, the neglect, and the fruitless calls for attention. For years, you had a
hard time getting people in this town to listen, let alone just getting them to open the door.

The Brady Bill -- the Brady Law -- is a signal that times have changed. This doesn’t
mean that government can do it alone. And none of what we do will matter if our people
don’t take responsibility and do their part, too. - But together, I want'to form an
unprecedented partnership with you to help them take their communities back. Not from
Washington on down, but starting in the communities on up, in your cities - block by block,
neighborhood by neighborhood. '

, . We've got a great opportunity before us, so let us make the most of it. I'm glad
you’re here, and I'm looking forward to sitting down and working with you. Thank you.
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President Willjam Jefferson Clinton
nemarks at the Brady Bill Signing
- November 30, 1993 -

[Acknowledgments]

Thank you... Sarah and Jim Brady... Attorney General Reno...
‘Vice President Gore... Mrs. Musick... members of Congress. I am
. elated that on this historic day we are also joined by law
enforcement representatives... governors... mayors... officials

| of Handgun Control Incorporated [Pete and Jean Shields].

, ' The people we have invited here today have something in’
- common: all of you have been important voices in the campaign .
agalnst v1olence in our society. We are honored to have you here.

.. The Brady bill was first introduced almost seven years ago
by former Congressman Ed Feighan, on February 4th, 1987. There
-~ was no great fanfare and as recently as last year, no great
prospects.'

Today, I’m glad to say, we change all that But the journey
to this day has been long, painful and tragic... marked by a
. growing awareness among our people that the small arms race in
.our country must end..; and it must end now.

"Since Jim and Sarah Brady began their crusade for the

. passage of the bill that bears their name, more than 150-thousand
Americans -- men, women, teen-agers, schoolchildren, even infants

- -~ have been killed with handguns... and even more have been

wounded

150-thousand Americans,'of all races;'from all walks of
.life, in every corner of our nation, urban and rural... gone...
- because of handguns.

But this courageous couple... through all the defeats and
the setbacks as special interests fought this legislation...
. never gave up. And now, because of Jim and Sarah Brady...
countless lives can be spared. oo

For that, all Amerlca owes them a debt of gratltude. If
anyone ever doubted that an individual or two individuals could
make a difference, I say look at what these two people have done.-

_ Because of the grassroots effort the Bradys led, today the
most significant piece of gun-control legislation in a quarter

century becomes a reallty the Brady bill becomes the Brady law.

- Very 51mply, now we will be able to keep guns out of the

'~ hands-of criminals and the mentally unfit. With the enactment of

the Brady bill, civility won, security won, the Bradvs won...
America won. : : '



http:people.we

" ‘our people are fed up with violence that cuts down an

- American with qunfire every 20 minutes of every day... they are

fed up with fearlng for themselves and fear1ng for their
- children.

. - To those who have scoffed at a five-day waiting period on
the purchase of quns, I say this: It will work, and we have seen

that it does work. If you saw the front page of The Washington

. Post today, you saw the flgures' '

* Since 1989, more than 47- thousand attempted purchases of
f?handguns were blocked just because of computerized background

- checks in state programs in California, Florlda, Virginia and
Maryland

_ * Without these checks, thousands of people who shouldn't
have guns would be armed right now. '

* At the same time, these checks are helplng to find
fugitives from the law.

_ * But these state programs, valuable though they are, can
only be made more effective with the national standard we set
_ today with the Brady law. : _ :

. ' Thls blll is an urgent first step to help bring a level of
personal securlty back into the lives of all Amerlcans.-

'8till, it is just the first step... and I think we can all
agree that we cannot afford to wait another seven years to take .
the next step against crime. We must pick up the momentum as soon
‘as’ Congress’ returns to work next year.

- * crime Blll. 100-thousand new police officers on the
- street... boot camps/state prisons... drug treatment.

* Ban on handguns for minors.
% Ban on assault weapons.
* Reform our federal firearms licensing system.
i Safe'schools_1eq151ation.'
: ‘Each of these measures will help us get a handle on the
-v1olence gripping our society. But even the sum of these measures
needs somethlng more. :
We have to change as a people... we have to adjust the
course of our society to restore those things that make us

- stable, like family and community... work and education... and
.respect for each other and a healthy regard for life,



| And each Amerlcan in his or her own way must take personal
respon51b111ty to make a dlfference._

As our people have become more concerned - about crlme, itrs

" clear that more and more, Americans are making it their duty to .
" help take back streets, ‘schools and neighborhoods; Amerlcans
.llke- :

I The'Reverend Jesse Jackson ~- who is taking a vital
message to teen-agers across our nation: that they can defend

themselves with a powerful weapon, information. These young

people should not be cowed by others carrying drugs and guns in

~our schools and streets... they should defy them and break the

silence that protects the klllers among them.

_ % David Plaza -- a former gang member who turned his life
around, he is now coordinating Gang Alternative Programs in
Norwalk California. He embodies what he tells gang members: that

© they take personal responsibility for their actions.

'* The Reverend William Moore =~- who organized parents,
educators and other clergy in North Philadelphia to prov1de
safety corridors for children golng to’ and from school in an area
plagued with drug dealers.

* And, of course, there are the pollce offlcers on the

- street who have restored confidence in neighborhoods by becoming"
i involved in ways above the call of duty... like Officer Anthony
Feudo [FWAY’-doh] of Boston. Under his leadership, a tough

section of East Boston has been transformed -- in the words of

-his sergeant -- from a neighborhoed full of fear, to one in which

elderly- residents feel safe sitting on benches and pa551ng the

~ day.

_ ‘These storles are a testament to the determlnatlon of our
people to make a dlfference.

: | In every way that we in government can, we must Provide the
supports that will allow the hard work of these Americans to take-
hold. That, in short, is why we are here today. . _

: And now, I will'sign into law the 1egislation requiring a.
five-day waiting perlod for handgun purchases, known as the Brady
b111.



PRESIDENT CLINTON'S STATEMENTS
- ON CRIME

"Most of our people are law—abldmg citizens who love their famlhes more
than their own lives. But America leads the world in violent crime, has the
highest percentage of its people behind bars, has 90,000 murders in the last four
years and more and more of our children are born into and grow up in family
situations so difficult that it is hard even to make the arguments that the rest of
us have taken for granted all of our lives."

"And this last point I would make to you -- if we are to be personally
secure enough to make the changes and meet the tests of this time, we must
protect our people better against the ravages of violence. Our people have the
right to feel safe where they live —— (applause) —— where they go to school and
where they work.”

"My fellow Americans, I was in California the other night and I talked to
people all across the state in a hooked up town hall meeting. And this young
African American boy, a junior high school student, said, '"Mr. President, my
brother and I, we don't want to be in gangs, we don't want to have guns, we don't
want to cause any trouble. We want to learn, we want a future. And we thought
our school was too unsafe, so we decided to go to another school and enroll in it
because it was safer. And on the day we showed up to register for school, my
brother was standing right in front of me and he was shot,” because he got in a
crossfire of one of these mindless, arbitrary, endless shootings that occur among
chiidren on our streets and in our schools today. We have to stop this. We cannot
let those children be robbed of their future.” (Applause)

"I know this state grieved recently when your native son Michael Jordan's
father was killed. And I know we all wish him well as Michael embarks on a new
journey in his life. But let us not forget that 22 other men and women were killed
in that same county in your state this year. Ten foreign tourists were Killed in
Florida this year, and the state grieved over it. But in our nation's capital, in one
week this summer, more than twice that many people were killed. They were not
famous, but they were the President’s neighbors."

"It is heartbreaking. What can we do about it? We can put more police on
our street. Not to catch criminals just alone, but alone to prevent crime. It
works. Thirty years ago there were three police for every violent crime. Today
there are three crimes for every police officer. We have to give these people the
help they need. And when they work the same neighborhoods and walk the same
streets and talk to the same kids, they help to prevent crime."



"And we should not allow in city after city after city our police officers to go
to work every knowing they will walk the mean street of our cities with people
who are better armed than they are. Because this is the only country in the work
where teenagers can have assault weapons designed only to kill other people, and
use them with abandon on the streets of our cities. We can do better than that."

"Do you know, my fellow Americans, that I learned just last week that
someone shot today with a bullet is three times more likely to perish because they
are likely to have three times as many bullets in them as they did just 15 years
ago. It is time for us to stop talking about law and order and thinking about how
we can organize ourselves to protect our culture, to protect our heritage, to keep
our rights as sportsmen and women, but to protect our kids lives and their future.
The time has come to face this problem.” (Applause.)

And so, I tell you, my fellow Americans, we have a decision to make. And
this is the time to make it. We can't keep saying that we deplore these things and
it's terrible and keep extolling our American values on how much more law-
abiding we are than other people and put up with this. We either need to say this
is a level of chaos and human degradation and waste of human potential and
incredible cost in society that we are willing to tolerate because we cannot bear to
do something about it; or we need to get up, stand up and be counted and do
something about it.

We have a crime bill -- Governor Florio mentioned it —- before the
Congress. It does a lot of things, but most importantly, here's what it does. It
does a lot of things, but most importantly, here's what it does. It requires the
Brady bill, which is a national five-day waiting period, to establish background
checks to check for age, criminal history and mental health history. It matters.
You must do it nationally -- why? dJust near here in New York City, of the many
thousands of weapons confiscated last year by the police, 85 percent of them came
from other states. If you don't have a national system, you will never fix this. It
is a huge deal.

The second thing the crime bill does is to provide for the 50 percent of the
downpayment of the commitment I made when I was running for President that I
wanted to ask the Congress to give the American people another 100,000 police
officers in the next four years —- not just to catch criminals, but to deter crime.
And lest you think it doesn't work, let me -~ I can cite you many examples.

Places in New Jersey which have more police officers, where the crime rate has
gone down. In New York City where the crime rate has gone down in seven FBI,
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all the seven major FBI categories where community policing has been deployed.
In the city of Houston, which had a 17 percent drop in crime in one year, because
when people are there in force, it prevents crime from occurring in the first place.
So that's an important part of this.

Another part of the crime bill gives states funds to establish innovative
programs for kids when they get in trouble before they do shoot somebody to try to
get them back into the mainstream of life. After all, a lot of these young people
who get in terrible trouble are not really bad people, they have no structure, no
order, they cannot imagine the future. There are no rules that bind them in
internally to the things the rest of us take for granted. And we've got to try to get
as many of them back as we can before they do something terrible which will
requires us to put them away for a long time.

We do have to deal with these things. And we need to pass a crime bill this
year. These members of Congress can do it. There are still people who are
holding them back, and you need to urge them on. And I'll guarantee you, I'll sign
it as quick as they'll put it on my desk. We have to do it. (Applause)

But the second thing I want to say to you is that we need a national law to
do what New Jersey has done here with the assault weapons. Again because we
have a constitutional right to travel in this country. New Jersey can make a big
dent in New Jersey's problems by abandoning these weapons here, and then by
setting up a system to try to collect them, but people are still crossing the state
line all the time.

We need national legislation. There are several bills in the Congress, and
arguments about which one is better than the other one, but I will guarantee you
they are all better than nothing. And the Congress should pass one of those bills
and esend it to me this year. It would be a great Christmas present to the
American people to stand up for safety. (Applause)

Finally, let me just say that each of us in our own way are going to ask
ourselves what we can do to deal with this. We have a culture of violence. We
glorify it. I was delighted to see some of the television networks voluntarily say
that they were going to do their best to try to monitor the content of violence and
reduce it, and degradation of people during prime time television.

We have got to take a whole generation of young people who have very
short attention spans for whom the future has no claim because they cannot even
imagine the future, and slowly, carefully, and one-on-one, neighborhood by
neighborhood, community by community, help them rebuild the kind of inner
strength and sense of values and discipline and control and hope that will permit
us to go where we need to go. No law will do that, but that is not an excuse not to



pass these laws.

And let us have the courage to admit that some of these problems [health
care] we will never fix until we change our ways as a nation, and let's start with
violence, begin with guns, and prove that we can do in America what you are
doing here in New Jersey. Thank you and God bless you all. (Applause)

Throughout the campaign for this office, and since I became your president,
I've been asking that we have the courage to change, to compete in the world
economy, and to bring prosperity back home. But we can't embrace change fully
unless our own people feel a high level of personal and family security ~~ a
security about our place in the world. I'm happy to report that we're making real
progress on that too.

And the blanket of security for Americans has another side to it: personal
security. Our people have the right to feel safe where they live, work, play and go
to school. But too many of our people are denied that right. I've talked with
parents who are afraid to send their children to schools where other kids carry
guns. I've talked with children who were so afraid of becoming caught up with
gangs, they didn't even want to leave their homes. I've talked with police officers
who felt anger and frustration at trying, sometimes against overwhelming odds, to
stem an epidemic of violence, especially from children, better armed than police,
who shoot other children. And, most importantly, I've talked with the victims.

Yesterday I visited a trauma center m New Jersey and saw what people
with guns can do to other people. I'met a woman who couldn't speak any more
because her husband shot her in the throat. I met a man who tock a bullet in his
chest during a robbery attempt. I met a child who's mother was killed by an
assault rifle. It was heartbreaking and it was an outrage.

These kind of attacks happen too often, they shatter lives, they destroy
families. And more and more they kill children. Violent crime crowds our
emergency rooms and drains our medical resources. And it is siphoning away our
humanity. Gunshot wounds are now the major cause of death among teenage
boys.

My visits with these victims made me more determined than ever to win
passage of our crime bill. This bill will help to restore a system where those who
commit crimes are caught, those who are found guilty are convicted, those who are
convicted are punished -- sometimes by the imposition of the death penalty for
especially serious crimes. I support that. Two months ago I asked Congress to
pass a tough crime bill. This month your lawmakers will consider it. And they
should pass it this year.

But what really makes this crime bill effective and different is this; more
police, fewer guns. Our bill would help to prevent crime by putting 50,000 more
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police officers on the street in America and by expanding community policing.
Here in Washington recently, a beautiful four-year-old girl was caught in the line
of fire and she died from a bullet wound. Her name was Launice Smith. All she
was doing was watching other children at play. How did that become the wrong
place at the wrong time?

The fact is, with so many handguns and assault weapons flooding our
streets, a lot of places can be the wrong place at the wrong time. That's why we
have to pass the Brady Bill. It requires a five day wait before a gun can be
purchased -- time-enough for a real background check to stop guns from getting
into the hands of convicted criminals. And we can't go on being the only country
on earth that let's teenagers roam the streets with assault weapons, better armed
than even the police.

Our crime bill also gives a young person who took a wrong turn a change to
reclaim his life by learning discipline in a boot camp. Every major law
enforcement group in our country supports these measures —- more police, boot
camps and alternative punishment for young people, the Brady Bill, and a ban on
assault weapons. The men and women on the front lines know, our country needs
this kind of action. On school grounds, on streets, in parking lots, and homes in
our biggest cities and smallest towns, the silliest of arguments -- arguments that
might have ended in a fist fight in bygene days now they're too easily ended with
the sound of a gun. And often the sound of guns leads to death.

A gunshot wound is three times more likely to lead to death today, in part
because there are so many assault weapons. And the average victim of gunshot
wound now has over two bullets in him or her. It's getting hard to find a family
that hasn't been touched by this epidemic of violence, Often it means another
empty space in the hearts of those who lost a loved one.

Tell you representatives on Capitol Hill you want the crime bill and you
want it now because it's important, it's long overdue. I guarantee you this; the
minute I get it, I'll sign it. For we can never enjoy full economic security in our
professional lives without real personal security in our homes, on our streets and
in our neighborhoods.

I pledge to you today that we'll keep working to restore both. Thanks for
listening.

The second thing I want to mention is violence. This is the only country in
the world where police have to go to work every day on streets with teenagers
better armed than they do. This is the only country in the world that would be
fiddling around after these years —— how many years has it been since Jim Brady
got shot in the attempt to assassinate Ronald Reagan, and we still haven't passed
the Brady bill, because people are fiddling around the edges of it making
parliamentary arguments because they're trying to find some way to please the



people who don't like it. It's unconscionable. (Applause)

How can I preach to people about NAFTA, education, think of the future,
and you've got to worry about whether your kid's going to get shot going to school?
We can do something about it. And it is time to close the massive yawning gap
between our rhetoric and the way we are organized in this society. (Applause)

We've got to know, how old are these people buying these guns? Who are
they? Do they have a criminal record? Do they have a mental health history? It's
a big deal.

The states can do something. 17 states have said kids can't own handguns
unless they're out with their parents on a hunting trip or a target practice. A lot
of states have tried to set up laws licensing gun dealers, but the federal law will
give you a license for ten bucks, and the states can't overturn it yet.

You got hundreds of gun dealers out there and there's no system about it.
And maybe the most important thing of all is, you've got a lot of these people,
most of them very young, a lot of them with drug problems, nearly all of them
with no real connection to the rest of society, who have easy access to rapidfire
assault weapons, the sole purpose of which is to kill people quicker, in greater
numbers. And we have lots of bills in Congress to do something about it, and we
ought to do something about it. We ought to pass one of them and do something
about it and take a stand. We ought to pass a-crime bill which would put 50,000
more police officers on the street. It matters how many police officers are on the
street. (Applause) Not -- and I say to you, not so much for catching criminals
quickly, although that is a big deal, but for preventing crime.

I'll just give you -- first of all, look at New York. One of the few big cities
in the country, where for two years running, there's been a decline in the crime
rate in all seven major FBI categories because they went to a community policing
system. Look at Houston. Where the mayor there, Bob Lanier, got elected on a
commitment to put the equivalent of 655 more police officers on the street, and to
concentrate them in areas of high crime, and they had a 17 percent drop in the
crime rate the first year they did it. You can do this. (Applause) And we ought
to be about the business of helping our places become more safe. This is a huge

‘deal. And the Democratic Party ought to do it. If we were the party of social
security, why can't we be the party of health securlty, and personal security, and
freedom from fear? (Applause)



When Michael Jordan's father was killed recent‘ly, a nation grieved, but no one
knew the names of the other 22 people who died in that country this year. This is
a national problem.

I want to pass this crime bill and pass the savings I've asked to help pay for
it. I want them to know that if these cuts aren't passed, I'm going to come back
with more cuts. And if those aren't passed, I'll come back with still more. I'll
keep coming back until we have the money we need to make America safer.

Remmaiksis Photo Oppor ity

Q: In that case, Mr. President, I'm wondering if you could tell us what the
Brady bill would do in urban areas, like the District of Columbia, where the guns
that kill people are not sold so much in shops, but more on the street, where
there's not much of a waiting —-

A: But they all do come out of regular manufacturers and they come into the
country. And what the Brady bill would do, it would make uniform the require --
the losing battle a lot of states are fighting now because they're all alone to at
least check those people who do buy from registered gun dealers. And there are
an enormous number of people who do have criminal backgrounds, who have
mental health problem, who don't even meet any kind of age requirement. We
would be able to check all that, uniformly nationwide.

We find now that in a lot of states that have pretty strict gun laws, an
enormous percentage of the guns that are confiscated by law enforcement officials
every year come from other states that don't. So we do have some evidence that
these laws work, that it's not the end all and be all. We've got a couple hundred
million guns out there. There are a lot of other problems that we need to deal
with in terms of minors in possession, in terms of assault weapons, in terms of the
way the permitting process works for federal arms dealers.

But the Brady bill is the first step. And we are going to pass it this year, I
believe because the American people finally have heard the long call of Jim and
Sarah Brady. They've been out here on this for years and years and years, often
times alone with no support. And finally, thanks te the leadership of the members
of Congress who are here and others, we're going to be able to put it over. '
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In response to another question:

And you read all the these stories, like the story that was in The
Washington Post yesterday of the children planning for their funerals, I think it's
going to be very difficult got the Congress to justify continued inaction on what
millions of Americans believe is the number one problem in their lives.



November 9, 1993
MEMORANDUM FOR CIRCULATION
FROM: . BRUCE REED

" SUBJECT: o Talking Points on House GOP Welfare Reform Plan

On Wednesday, November 10, House Republicans will hold a press conference to
announce their welfare reform plan, which is based on the President's campaign pledge to
require welfare recipients to work after 2 years. The Administration's reaction is spelled out
in the attached HHS press release. The key points to stress are:

_ 1. Welfare reform is a bipartisan issue, and we welcome the Republicans’ effort
to help the President pass a plan. Many elements of the Republican proposal are consistent
with the President’s vision, including their emphasis on parental responsibility and a two-year
time limit followed by work. There is widespread consensus across party, class, and racial
lines that the current welfare system is broken. We look forward to working with members
of Congress and governors in both parties to fix it. '

2. The President has laid the groundwork to make good on his promise to end

. welfare as we know it. His economic plan included a dramatic expansion in the Earned
Income Tax Credit, which will move people off welfare by rewarding work and make good
on another campaign promise —— that no one who works full-time with a family at home
should live in poverty. The Administration's health reform plan will remove the incentive in
the current system for people to stay on welfare in order to keep their health benefits.

The Administration has granted welfare reform waivers on a bipartisan basis to several
states, including Iowa, Georgia, and Wisconsin. The Administration's Welfare Reform
Working Group has held a series of hearings around the country (including one this week in
Memphis) with state and local leaders, people in the welfare system, experts, and citizens
who support reform. The Working Group will present policy options to the President later
this year, with reform legislation likely early next year. '

3. Many elements of the Republican plan are consistent with tbe President's
approach; other elements raise some concerns. We want to do everything we can to
reward work, family, and responsibility. Some provisions in the Republican plan raise
concerns —— such as capping the EITC, a powerful work incentive with bipartisan support.
Moreover, while we believe that welfare reform can save money over the long run by moving
people into independence, we are concerned that some of the savings claimed in the
Republican plan could shift considerable spending to the states. Finally, we would like to do
more in the area of child support enforcement. But we are confident that we can work
together with leaders in both parties to develop a welfare reform plan with bipartisan support.

If -you have any questions, feel free to call me at 456-6515.
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DRAFT STATEMENT RESPONDING TO REPUBLICAN PLAN

Mary Jo Bane, David Ellwocd and Bruce Reed, co-chairs of
' President Clinton's Working Group on Welfare Reform, issued the
following statement today in response to the release of the
welfare reform legislation by House Republicans:

"We are pleased that the Republicans in the House of
Representatives have entered the debate on welfare refornm,
We will certainly be looking closely at their legislation in
the weeks ahead as we work with Congress and the states and
localities to continue the development of the
Administration's plan. Many of their proposals address the
President's vision for reform, Which stresses work, family,
opportunity and responsibility.

Clearly there is broad consensus throughout the ccuntry and
across party lines for fundamental change in the welfare
systcem. The emphasis in the Republ;can plan on work and
parental responsibility is wvery much in keeplnq with the
President's goals.

While we applaud their emphasis on work, some elements of
the plan concern us, such as the cap on the EITC ~- a

. powerful work incentive which has bipartisan support - and

- the across-the-board cuts in cost-effective nutrition
pregrams which are likely to shift costs to the state. Much
more can and should also be done to crack down on parents
who fail to pay child support. Most importantly, we want a
plan that focuses both on opportunity and responsibility, to
ensure that Americans can and do work and become self-
sufficient in the work force. As the President said in his
February 17 address to Congress, "in the end, we want people
not to need us any more.*

We look forward to working with Congress on a bipartisan

- basis to develop a plan which fulfills the President's
vigsion of a welfare system which truly helps pecople to uork
and become self-sufficient."



SUMMARY OF WELFARE REFORM LEGISLATION
SPONSORED BY HOUSE REPUBLICANS
Fall, 1993

TTACKS THE TW( JENTAL CAUSE RE

CAUSE I: NONWORK

« Less than 10% of welfire mothers work
- Although many mothers leave welfare within 2 years, many stay for § years or more; today there are
more than 3 million mothets on AFDXC who will remain on welfare during 8 years or more

THE SOLUTION: MANDATORY WORK : )

- When fully implemented, the Republican bill requires 63% of mothers who have been on AFDC for at
least 2 years to work 35 hours pér week for their benefits; mothers do not lose their beneﬁts if lhey
work in community or private sector jobs arranged by the state

- Mothers must use the first 2 years on AFDC (less a! state opuon) to participate in u:luc-nhon, training,
work experience, and job search to prepare for a position in the privele economy; if they do not find a
job within that 2 years, they must participate in a community work job in order to continue receiving
welfare benefits

- Provides states with an additional $10 b:l]:on to pmv1de welfa.re mothers with employment services,
including dey care

- One adult in two-parent families on welfare must work 32 hou.rs per week and search for a job 8 hours
per week swarting the first day they receive welfare

- Mothers applying for wlfn.re must pa.mclpnle in B job search pmgra.m while their appllclmon is being
processed

- Fathers of children on welfare who do not pay child support must also participete in work programs

- Mothers who refi:se to'work have their benefits reduced and then werminated; states fuiling to ensure
thar parents work suffer serious financial penalties :

CAUSE 2: ILLEGITIMACY

- Illegitimecy hes risen wildly in recent years; now 2 of every 3 black chlld.rm and | of every 5 white
children are bomn out of wedlock — and the rates are still rising
- Of illegitimate babies bomn to teen mothers, a shocking 80% will be on welfare within 5 YEars

- Teen mothers are the most likely to stay on welfare for many years without working

- Most of the increasé in poverty and welfare in recent years is caused, not by a poor economy ot reduced
governmen: spending (both are up), but by i.ncm.wd illegitimacy

THE .S‘OLUTION ESTABLI.S'H PATERN?T}’ RESTRICT WELFARE, CRACE DOWN ON
DEADBEAT DADS

- All mothers applying for welfare must identify the father or they will not receive benefits

- After identifying the father, mothers receive o reduced benefit until paternity is legally established

- Mothers who are minors must live at their parent’s home, thus preventing them from uzing an
illegitimate birth to establish their own household

- States must mcmse their paternity establishment rates. over a period of years, to 50% or suffer mﬁ‘
penalties
- States are required to stop increasing welfare checks when families on welfare have additional children,
states can avoid this requirement only if they pass a law exempting themselves

- States are required 1o stop paying welfare benefits to parents under 18 years of sge; stetes can-avoid
this requirement only if they pass a lew exempting themselves

- Deadbeat dads with children on welfare are required to pay child suppon or work

(ovER)



Page 2
1. _SLA S RE FOR NONCITIZEN

THE PROBLEM: TOO MUCH WELFARE FOR TOO MANY IMMIGRANTS

- Hundreds of thousands of noncitizens are added to the aation’s welfare programs each year

- A recent study by the Social Security Administration shaws that more than | 1% of all recipients and -
20% of elderly recipients of Supplemental Security Income mre noncitizens

- Noneitizens also qualify for Aid to Families with Dependent Children, Food Stamps, Medicaid, housing,
and other welfare benefits

-THE SOLUTION: STOP WELFARE FOR NONCITIZENS

- Simply end welfare for most noncitizens

- Allow refugees to receive welfare for only a fixed pumber of years unless they become citizens
- Allow pongitizens over 75 Lo receive welfare
- Continue the benefits of current noncitizens receiving welfare for 1 year

4 17, ARENTAL RE NSIBIL.

- Requires mothers who are minors to live at their parent’s home

- Requires states, in most.cases, o stop welfare payments to uamarried parents under age 18

- Requires states Lo terminate the cash welfare bepefits of femilies that do pot have their preschool
children immunized

- Encourage states (o reduce the cash welfare benefit of families that do not essure that their children
mttend school regularly

- Allows states to require AFDC parents Lo participate in parenting classes and classes on money
mapagement

- Allows states to discourage parents from moving to 8 new schoo! district during the school year

TV. ATTACKS SEVERAL ADDITIONAL WELFARE PROBLEMS

- Regquires adults applying for welfare to engage in job search before their benefuts stan
- Requires eddicted recipients of welfare to participate in mestment programs or lose their benefits
- Converts 1¢ major food programs into & block grant that provides states with almost complete
discretion over spending; funding for the programs is reduced by 5%
- Ceps spending on Supplementa) Security Income, Aid to Families with Dependeot Children, Food
_Stamps, Public and Section & Housing, and the Eamed Income Tax Credit lo inflation plus 2% per
year
- Provides states with much greater control over means-tested programs so they ‘can coordinate and
streamline welfare spending
- Encourages staies to provide financial mcennvs to induce mothers on welfare 1o work and mary
- Allows sates 1o let welfare recipients accumulate asgets to star & business, buy & home, or attend
coliege
- Allows siates and local housmg authorities Lo use more generous income disregard rules lo promote
work incentives
- Requires addicted recipients of Supplemental Security Income benefits to subrmt to drug testing; ends
SS1 benefits for those testing positive for illegal drugs

V._ACCOMPLISHES ALL THE ABOVE IN A BILL THAT
RED DEFICIT BY $20 BILLION OVER 5 YE

- The trmining and mandatery werk provisions of the bill cost nearly 512 billion over § years
- The paternity establishment, job search, parental responsibility, block grant, and immigration provisions of
the bill save about $3! billion over § years.

- Thus, the net impact of the bill is to reduce the budger deficit by almost $20 billion over § years.
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON
National Performance Review
OCTOBER 26, 1993

The Presidential Memorandum on Electronic Commerce I have
just signed is the direct result of the work done by the National
Performance Review. It will make our antiquated paper-based
procurement system accessible to anyone with a personal computer,
and will open up a world of possibilities for small businesses in
America, as it drives down costs to the taxpayer.

Most of all, this demonstrates why the National Performance
Review has been an enormous success. The NPR has become a true
action plan for unprecedented cost-cutting and for the re-
invention of the entire government and all its processes.

The Natlonal Performance Review is dedicated to reforms that
will give us a government that works better and costs less. We
are determined to give the taxpayer a more effective government,
“to reduce the deficit, and to provide new resources so that we
may respond to urgent national priorities. The proposals we
announce today meet every one of these objectives. By sending to
the Congress a bill that produces billions in savings, we will
now be able to finance an expansion of our anti-crime
initiatives. Reinventing government is working, and we have the
leadership of Vice-President Gore to thank for that.

Today I am sending to Congress a significant package of
spending cuts totalling 10 Billion dollars, based on the National
Performance Review, and fulfilling a promise I made to further
reduce the deficit by sending additional cuts to Congress that
could be passed this year. The Government Reform Act phases out
Federal support for wool, mohair, and honey; consolidates
environmental satellite programs; streamlines the operations of
the Departments of Agriculture and Housing and Urban Development;
reduces costly regulation and proposes other reforms reflecting
more than twenty, deficit cutting recommendations of the NPR.

These cuts are part of our commitment to put our economic
house in order. With passage of our economic plan this summer,
containing nearly $500 billion in deficit reduction, we have
helped drive down interest rates to historically low levels and
to keep inflation down. This has meant more private sector job
growth in one year than in the previous four; increases in
housing starts; auto sales that have climbed by 18.4 percent in
mid-0October; and orders for heavy equipment that continue to
rise. While we still have far to go, and many more good paying
jobs to produce, this recovery is beginning to shift into a more
promising phase. That is why our progress on deficit reduction
is so important. : :



‘We now move to achieve real savings through procurement
reform. While the private sector is becoming more flexible and
innovative, government is becoming more bloated and bureaucratic.
And at a time when all businesses are looking for better
suppliers and lower prices, the government is losing suppliers
and paying higher prices, by putting up so many costly hurdles
and requirements in its procurement system.

Procurement waste is costing us tens of billions of dollars,
and it must stop. We must fundamentally reform the procurement
system, save billions of dollars, and use.that money in ways that
meet the ba51c needs of the American people.

Senator Glenn and Congressmen Dellums and Congressman
Conyers and the othér distinguished Members who have joined us
today have introduced important procurement reform legislation.
It will make it much easier for agencles to buy the same
commercial products ordinary consumers and businesses buy off-
the~shelf. It will cut down enormously on paperwork, speed
. deliveries, and provide new incentives for small businesses to do

business with the government.

At the same time, the Department of Defense has requested,
with my support, immediate congressional authorization to
undertake seven pilot projects to reform their procurement
processes. These projects will allow the Department to
demonstrate innovative approaches to acquiring commercial jet
aircraft and aircraft engines, as well .as items like clothing and
medical supplies. Cost-saving innovations like these are
critical to our ability to meet future military needs within our
budgetary llmlts.

Procurement reform will also enhance national security.

- Procurement regulations virtually force defense contractors to
develop business practices and products that are unigue only to
the military. This division of U.S. industry into defense and
non-defense sectors results in higher prices to the government,
less purchasing flexibility for our Armed Services, and too often
denies our military access to state of-the-art technologies found
in the commercial marketplace. Today five of the top ten U.S.
semiconductor producers refuse defense business because of the
burdens and special requirements government imposes.

Finally, procurement can work, by allowing the government to
run more like a business -~ buying products based on price and on
other important considerations such as how well a supplier has
performed in the past. We want the marketplace, not the
bureaucracy, to determine what we buy and what we pay.

_ According to the NPR report, if.Congress does its part in
passing that legislation, and we do.our part in making it work,
we could save more than $5 billion in the first Year alone. We
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ought to take some of that money that your'government has been
wasting all these years and use it to uphold government’s first
responsibility, which is to keep its citizens safe here at hone.

Wwith that money, we can make our crime bill even stronger.
We can make sure we put at least 50,000 new police officers on
the street over the next five years.

We can help states build more boot camps -- like we did in
Arkansas -- so we can take young criminals off the street and .
teach them respect for the law. And we can have more drug courts,
like the one the Attorney General started in Florida and the one
my Administration is helping to launch here in D.C. -- so we can
stop sending tens of thousands of criminal addicts back onto the
street every year where they’ll commit more crlmes if they don‘t
get treatment first.

1 want Congress to pass the crime bill and pass the savings
I’ve asked for to help pay for it. I want them to know: If they
don’t pass these cuts, I'm going to come back to them with more
cuts. And if they don’t pass those cuts, 1711 come back again
with more. And I’1ll keep coming back until they give me the
money it takes to keep America safe.

Procurement reform shares a common border with many of our
" most important goals: saving the taxpayer money; reinventing
government; strengthening our military; and improving our
economy. But in a larger sense, the steps we are taking today
are also about prov1ng to the American people that we can deal
seriously with the issues that matter to them, and that for so
long they have felt powerless to change.

'We can and will cut the deficit. We can and will run a
government that works better and costs less. And we can and will
use those savings to keep all Americans safe in their homes and
secure on their streets.

I would like to close by introducing you to Lt. Col. Brad
Orton. He has a story to tell that reveals the price we will
continue to pay if we continue to do nothing.

During the Gulf War the Air Force placed an emergency order
for 6,000 Motorola commercial radio receivers. But because
Motorola‘’s commercial unit lacked the record-keeping systems
required to show the Pentagon that it was getting the lowest
available price, the deal reached an impasse. _The issue was
resolved whepn the Japanese government bought the radios and
donated_them to our Air Force. '

"This should never happen again. Today is about taking
responsibility for doing better. It is about working together to
build a better America. I know, together, we will make it
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happen. Thank you.



of humanitarian supplies (including to its
northern provinces). Iraqi authorities bear
fuil responsibility for any suffering in Iraq
that results from their refusal to implement
Resclutions 706 and 712.

Proceeds from oil sales also would be used
to compensate persons injured by Traq’s un-

Jawful invasion and occupation of Kuwait.
. The U.N. Compensation Commission has re-

ceived about 900,000 claims so far, with a
total of roughly two million expected. The
U.S. Government is preparing to file a sixth
set of individual claims with the Commission,
bringing U.S. claims filed to roughly 2,700.
The Commission’s efforts will facilitate the
compensation of those injured by Iraq once
sufficient funds become available.

Security Council Resolution 778 permits
the use ol a portion of frozen Iraqi oil assets
to fund crucial U.N. activities concernin
Irag, includin humanitarian relielg,
UNSCOM, and the Compensation Commis-
sion. (The funds will be repaid, with interest,
from Iraqi oil revenues as soon as Iragi oil

exports resume.} The United States is pre-..
. pared to transfer up to $200 million in frozen -

Iraqi oil assets held in U.S. financial institu-
tions, provided that U.S. contributions do not

exceed 50.percent ol the total amount con- -

tributed. We have arranged a total of over
$100 million in such matching contributions
thus far. :

Irag still has not met its obligations con-
cerning Kuwaitis and third-country nationals
it detained during the war. Iraq has taken
no substantive steps to cooperate [ully with
the Intemational Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC), as required by Security Coun-

cil Resolution 687, although it has received .

over 600 files on missing individuals. Iraq re-
fused to participate in a July 28 meeting
under the auspices of the ICRC to consider
further steps with regard to these missing
persons. We continue to work [or Iragi com-
pliance.

Iraq can rejoin the community of civilized
nations only through democratic processes,
respect for human rights, equal treatment of
its people, and adherence to basic norms of

- intemational behavior. A government rep-
‘resenting all the people of Iraq, which is

committed to the territorial integrity and
unito of Tran, would be a stabilizing force in

the Gulf region. The Iraqi National Congress
(INC) espouses these goals. In August, Iraq’s
ambassadors to Tunisia and Canada fled to
Britain and announced their support for the
INC. .

I am grateful for the support by the Con-
gress ol our efforts,

Sincerely,

Bill Clinton

NoOTE: 1dentical letters were sent to Thomas §.
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Robert C. Byrd, President pro tempore of
the Senate. This letter was released by the Ofiice
of the Press Secretary on September 24.

Remarks to the Community in
St, Petersburg, Florida

September 24, 1993

Thank you very much. We are delighted
to be here today, all of us. I'm especially glad
that Attorney General Reno came down from
Washington with me. When she became the
Attorney General, Florida gave the United
States a great national resource, and I know
you're all proud of the job that she has done.

I also want to thank my longtime friend
Governor Chiles. You know, in his former
life Governor Chiles was a Member of the
United States Sepate and was head of the

‘budget committee. He thought arithmetic

was functioning better at the State and local

level, and so he decided to leave Washington. -

But when he left, it made it harder for the
rest of us to-make arithmetic work in Wash-
ington. And I'm glad to be here with him,
and 1 especially honor the innovations that
he has pushed in health care and in crime.

1 want to.thank Congressman Bill Young
for hosting me: in his district and for coming

.down last night on the plane. I'm also glad

to see Congressman Miller here today and
Congresswoman Karen Thurman from your
neigELoring districts: S
We had a remarkable health care forum
last night, as you probably know, in Tampa,
with about 1,000 people there. And there
were six or seven Members ol Congress,
roughly evenly divided between Republicans
and Democrats, who came there with me in

—— e em

our effort to bring this country together
around that issue. -

1 iOt a litle briefing on St. Petersburg
Beach from Mayor Horan when I was up
here. He told me that we had a wide variety
of ages here. I think—you said your grandson
was here, and he’s one year old today.
Where-—is the Mayor’s grandson here? Hold

" up the Mayor’s grandson. Look at that. And

we have at least one of your distinguished
citizens here who is in her nineties. Melita,
stand up there. Thank you. In between,

we've got a President; an Attormey General; -

a Govemrnor; three Members of Congress;
your  State - afttorney general, Bob
Butterworth, who is here; the Mayor of St.
Petersburg, David Fisher; the chief of police
of St. Petersburg, Darrel Stephens; a number
of State representatives and county officials
and representatives {from community groups,
Crime Watch and other groups. _

I say that to make this point: If you look
out across this crowd today, from that young
man celebrating his first birthday to this fine
lady who has seen almost this entire century
come and go, you see across this crowd peo-
ple of diflerent races, different political par-
ties, different walks of life, all of us part of
the family ol America, all of us caught up
now in a time of sweeping and profound
change, change which opens up to us vistas
of opportunity that our forebears could never
have imagined and change which presents us
with threats and troubles that our forebears
never could have imagined. -

I really believe that in a time like this, my
job as your President is to try to identify the
challenges facing our country and then to try
to offer my best ideas about a sclution and
then to try to energize people all across the
country to wark until we find a solution.
Whether it's the one I suggested or some
other one, we have to urger;gt?y face both the
opportunities and the problems before us in
a time when we have to change so much.

And that's the first decision we all have
to make. Whether it’s in education or the
economy, we have to be willing to change.
When you're confronted with” a Hme of
sweeping changes, with a bunch of things
that are happening that are good that you
can be part of and a bunch of things that
are happening that are bad that you want to

avoid, basically you have two options. You
can sort of hunker down and put your arms
around gurse]fand hope it mﬁ) go away; that
works about one time in a hundred. And then
if you play the odds, 99 percent of the time
what you have to do is-take a deep breath
and stick your chest out and turn right into
the change and figure out what you can do.
Now, one of the things that all of us have -
learned in our lives, that even children learn
early, is that you are more able to make
changes you need to make when you are
more secure. The more personally secure you
are, the more you feel good about who you
are and your connections to other people and
your roots in a community, the more you are
able to change. It seems almost ironic, but
the more rooted you are in the traditionally
human ties and the traditional human values
that make life so rich, the more you're able

to change so that you can enhance what you

value. The more insecure we are, the more
difficult it is for us to change because we're
too busy just trying to survive.

So, in a funny way, the pursuit that we
must have as a people for security is tied
closely to the pursuant we must have as a
people for change. And I believe as strongly
as I can say that that's one of the reasons
that makes this campaign for health care re-
form so important, that it will give our people
the security to change, And it's one of the
things thzt makes our efforts to try to reduce
the crime rate and enhance human decency
and dignity and reduce viclence and destruc-
tion in our country so important because that
is the security we need, the bedrock we need
to make the economic changes, to make the
education and training changes, to make the
other changes we need in this country,

Last night, when we had that wonderful
town hall meeting, people asked dozens and
dozens of questions—I don’t know how long
we stayed there; it was way too late, [Laugh-
ter] Thers are a lot ol people in America,
if they watched that whole show last night,
are sleepy at work today, I'll tell you that.
But what you saw there is people yearning
for security. ‘

Here in this area, the principles I an-
nounced in health care reform are very much
related to the principles of this anticrime el-
fort our administration is undertaking. Secu-
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rity, health care that you've always got, that
can't be taken away. Simplify the systéem; it's
a nightmare for the doctors and the nurses
and the people who are getting health care.

Achieve savings, because the system is too .

wastelul, you can’t justify putting more
money in a broken machine until you've fixed
it. Maintain choice for consumers and have
guality. One of the things that matters so
much in Florida is the i(%:a that people on
Medicare as well as people on Megicaid will
be able to get prescription drugs now under
this program, very important for older people
to maintain their quality of life. And finally,
to have more responsibility in the system.

~ And that relates directly to the crime issue

because one of the reasons American health

* care is so expensive is that our hospitals and

our emergency rooms are full of people who
are cut up and shot. If you look at the amount

of money the American taxpayers pay in’

health care for violence, it is staggering. And
the more we do that, the less we have to

spend on other things that make us all well .

and more secure. -

Now, one of the things that our health care
reform package and the crime initiatives that
the Attorney General is leading have in com-
mon is a focus on ‘prevention. You know, I
got a great hand the other night talking to
Congress, and [ said, “You know how your
mother said an ounce of prevention is worth
a pound of cure? Well, your mother was
nght.” Well, that's the truth. For the first
time, if we pass this health care reform pro-
‘gram, everybody will have in their health care
package preventive services. We will save
money and enhance the quality of life, en-
hance security if you give every child an im-
munization plan, if you have well-baby visits,
if you have Pap smears and mammograms
and cholesterol tests and the kinds of things
that keep people well as well as help them
to get well il they get sick.

The same thing is true in crime. We know

- from ex‘Eerience after experience after expe-

rience that the kind of violence that has un-
fortunately gripped the headlines in Florida
in the last several days and grieved so many
of us as Americans, when people who come
to our shores ere hurt or killed when they
want to see our country and they want to.

S e best about it, that is far from

g e e
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a problem of Florida alone. And certainly not
a problem for our foreign visitors alone.
When Michael Jordan's father was killed re-
cently, a nation grieved, but no one knew
the names of the other 22 people who died
in that county this year. This is a natjonal
problem. -

When I was born in 1946, homicide wasn’t
even in the top ten leading causes of death
in America. In fact, listen to this, throughout
my lifetime homicide never made the top ten
until 1989, And yet, now, homicide is the sec-
ond leading cause of death among Americans
age 15 to 25. And more of our teenage boys
die from gunshots now than any other cause.

Now, we can decide again what to do with
this. Are we going to hunker down and turn
away and pretend it's not happening? Maybe
it will go away; we've got a one chance in
a hundred that will happen. Or we can lace
it, and we can face the problem in all of its
human manilestations, just the way the Attor-
ney General said.

These kids we just met out here who got
in trouble and now they're in this program,
pretty good kids. They've got a whole life
ahead of them. They've got contributions
they can make. And we need to see what
we can do about preventing the lile that
might happen that none of us want te occur.

This initiative that we have undertaken in
our administration to give more security and
to make this society safer includes at least
three forms of prevention I want to empha-
size, because we know they work and be-
cause they are rooted in getting people at
the grassroots community level more power
over their own lives. ,

First is giving these children who get in
trouble something to say yes to and some
order and framework in their lives. Senator
Moynihan said on television last Sunday, the
distinguished Senator from New York who's
been a student of American social history for
50 years, “We have gotten used to accepting
a lot of behavior from people in this country
that's pretty destructive. We have gotten
used to the fact that a lot of kids grow up
alone or almost alone in conditions that are
very damaging to themselves and aren’t con-

ducive to leaning %ood'things and good hab- .

its.” And we have let it happen. But all over
America there are programs like the boot

camp program. One of these young men just

.came out of the boot camp program of this

program and he told the Governor that he
liked the program. More people ought to be
in it, because, he said, “It used to be you
could”— he knew this—he said, “It used to

' be you could ship kids my age off to the serv-

jce, but we're going down. We don’t have
a draft anymore. We're going down in the
number of people in the service. So we've
got to have a substitute where people can
learn discipline and order and be able to see
the future as something that happens 3 years
from now, not 3 minutes from now.” And
we have to have programs like this Marine
Institute, which now is spreading across the
country. This program is giving young people
a chance to take their future back, a chance
to understand that there is good inside them,
that they can do things that are useful and
productive and profitable and a lot more fun
than whatever it is that got them into this
program in the first place.

Those young people told me what it was
like to learn how to give CPR, to learn how
to scuba dive, to leam how to repair a boat

" and fix it so it would sail, to leam how to

deal with each other and with adults so that
they could get jobs. This program now oper-
ates in partnership with grassroots people in
seven other States nationwide, They've taken
20,000 young people at risk and helped them

to become responsible citizens. And so far,

after they leave this program 75 percent of
the young people that go through.this pro-
gram never have any criminal convictions
again, If every young person in America that
got in trouble had a chance to be in a pro-

gram like this, think what a difference it

would make. It's very important. How many
times do you pick up the paper and read
about somebody finally did sonfething ter-
rible after they had been arrested 13 times
or 15 times or 20 times. We need a system
in this country, and the National Govemn-
ment cannot do it, but we can help you do
it. We can help provide funds and support
and technical expertise, but people at the

assroots level have to do it. We've got to

ave systems in this country where every-
body in those -critical young years has a
chance to be in a boot camp like this, like

you have in Florida, or a program like the
Marine Institute or both if they need it. '
We have an experimental program we
started last June. Ten military facilities have
been enclosed across the country where kids
who are high school dropouts are able to
come back and get their GED and have the
benefit of military-type training. And a lot
of these kids just love it. It's just changed
their whole outlook on life. We. have got to
understand that we are raising a generation
without the structure and order and predict-
ability and support and reinforcement that
most of us just took for granted. We took
it for granted. And there’s no use in us pre-
tending tiiat some National Government pro-
gram and money alone will fix it. But there’s
no use in us pretending that just preaching
at people will fix it, either. We have to actu-
ally change the conditions of opportunity for
these young people. B

The second thing we have to do is to recog-
nize that our police forces can do more if
they're more c?osely connected to the com-
munity, if there are enough of them, and if ~ -
they operate in the same neighborhoods and
concentrate on the problem areas. The
buzzword for that is community policing.
And it works. It works. I have been in cities -
all across America where the crime rate is
dropping because of concentrated commu-
nity policing strategy where police work in
partnership with the citizens who live in a
community, focus their resources on the
areas of greatest opportunity, respond guick-
ly to proElems. 1 have seen that. That works.

The chief of police of St. Petersburg,
Darrel Stephens, who's here, has been one
of our Natlon's leading promoters of commu-
nity policing. And it does move away from
the old ways of trying to catch criminals after
a crime occurs te doinghas much as you can
to prevent crime in the first place. That
drives down the crime rate.

This year under Attorney General Reno's
leaderskip, our Department of Justice will
fund five community policing projects in our
Nation ¢o serve as models for the rest of the
country. In a competitive process, the Justice
Department tried to find rural examples and
urban examples, small and medium sized
towns as well as big ones. Due to the strength

-of the programs in your communities, the
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justice Department has selected two of the
five prototy%es to be here in Florida, one
in St. Petersburg, and the other in Hillsboro
County, right next door. And these funds—
not massive amounts of money, $200,000
apiece—will enable these communities to
strengthen their own community policing
programs .and develop them in a way that
can be copied by other communities.

One of the things that the Attorney Gen-
eral and 1 were ta.l%dng about on the way up
here is it never ceases to amaze me that near-
ly every problem in America has been ad-
dress;(? well by somebody somewhere, but
we don't learn very well from one another
yet. And one of the things that this Govern-
ment is dedicated to doing in my administra-
tion is taking what works at the grassroots
level and giving other people a chance to do
it. And I thank you for Snat.

- Now, the third thing 1 want to emphasize
and the third thing I think we have to recog-
nize is if you want to prevent crime in this
country, violent crime, if yon want to stop
gunshot wounds from being the leading
cause ‘of death among young teenage boys,
if you want to change the circumstance in
which the average age of people killing each
other is now under 16 in some of our cities,
you have to change the fact that America is
the only country in the civilized world where
a teenager can walk the street at random and
be better armed than most police forces. We
have to face that fact. The crime bill, which
was introduced just a couple of days ago in
both the Senate and the House, contains
more funds for more police officers on the
street, something I believe in, we want to
put another 100,000 out there in America so
everybody can adopt a community policing
strategy. It also has the Brady bill which will
require a 5-day waiting period before any-
body can purchase a handgun. And in adJ-
tion to that, there are several bills in the Con-
gress, and I hope and pray one of them can

- reach my desk this year, which will ban var-

jous. ryﬁes of assault weapons entirely from
being held in the possession of our young
people. '

Let me tell you something, folks. 1 come
from a State where more than half the adults
have a hunting or a fishing license or both,

us were in the woods by the

time we were 6 years old, where some
schools and some plants have to be closed
on the opening day of deer season. Nobody
shows up anyway. [Laughter] There’s not a
person in this country that values the culture
of the outdoors and the hunting and all of
that any more than I do. But neither those
who love to hunt, or who love to shoot weap-
ons in contests, nor the framers of the Con-
stitution when they wrote the second amend-
ment ever envisioned a time when children
'on our streets would illegally be in possession
of weapons designed solely to kill other peo-
ple and have more weapons than the people

- who were supposed to be pelicing them. And

we better stop it if we want to recover our
country.

Just last week the Governor of Colorado,
Governor Roy Romer, signed a law that pro-
hibits juveniles from owming handguns. He
joined Governor Florio of New Jersey and
17 others who have passed that law this year.

These are things we have to do. All three
of these things are preventive. They're worth
a pound of cure. Have more programs like
this one. Give these kids a chance to have
something to say yes to, not just telling them
what they have to say no to, and a chance
to order their lives and to [ill themselves from
the inside out. A lot of these programs don’t
deal with people from the inside out. That’s
{:he only way you can really change people’s

ives.

Give our police forces a chance to succeed
with a community-based strategy that pre-
vents crimes as well as catches criminals. And
get the guns out of the hands of the kids.
Give our law enforcement officers a fighting
chance to keep the streets safe and people
secure.

These are elements of prevention that will
give us the security we need to make the
changes we need economically to move into
the 21st century. They will have the extra
benefit of dramatically lowering the costs of
health care and enabling us to finance the
kind of progress we need in health care
which again will give us the security we need
to be the people we have to be in this dy-
namic era.

Thank you very much, and God bless you
all.

NotE: The President spoke at 10:14 am. at the
Pinellas Marine Institute.

Remarks and an Exchange With
Reporters on Arrival on the South
Lawn

September 24, 1993

The President. 1 was asked on the way
out of Florida this moming to make a com-
ment on the Court of Appeals decision in-
volving NAFTA, where the Court of Appeals
reversed the trial .court and said, in effect,
that NAFTA does not have to have an envi-
ronmental impact statement. First, I applaud
‘the decision. And second, I want to empha-
size that if this agreement goes ‘through, it
will Jead to improvements in the environ-
ment and increased investment on the Mexi-
can side of the border in environmental
cleanup.

I also would like to say, based on the cause
and conversations that I have been having
with Members of Congress, I'm beginning
to fee) a little bit better about this agreement.
{ think that more and more Members of
Gongress who actually listen to the argu-
ments, pre and con, understand that the
overwhelming majority of the arguments
against NAFTA are complaints about things
that have already happened under the exist-
ing law, all of w{dch NAFTA will make bet-
ter.

NAFTA will raise wages more quickly in
Mexico than if we don’t adopt it. It will raise
environmental spending more in Mexico
than if we don't adopt it. It will reduce illegel
immigration more in Mexico than if we dpn t
adopt it. And it will plainly lead to more high-
tech jobs, high-wage jobs in this country. And
also I think more o:)lJ our Members of Gon-
gress understand that NAFTA stands for, in
the minds of the rest of the market-oriented
countries of Latin America a desire on the
part of the United States to have a hemi-
spheric trading bloc, which everyone believes
will lead to more jobs and hitiher incomes
in America; that is, NAFTA is the beginning,
after which you can look at Chile, at Ven-
ezuela, at Argentina, at other of the market-
oriented economies in Latin America, These

things, 1 think, are beginning to sink in, and
1'm very hopeful that we’re going to be mak-
ing some more progress. | think we are.

South Africa

Q. Mr. President, on another subject, Nel-
son Mandela today called for an end to the
sanctions on South Africa. I know you've fol-
lowed this issue closely for many, many years.
Is the United States now prepared, are you
prepared to lift the sanctions?

The President. When Mr. Mandela was
here with President de Klerk, we talked
about this, And then I've talked with him on
the phone since he was here. And I'm looking
forward to doing it again. Obviously the Unit-
ed States is going to be heavily influenced
by the remarkable turn of events in South
Africa, by the continued commitment on the
part of the people of South Africa to move

to a multiracial democracy. And so I will be

very influenced, obviously, by what Mr.
Mandela says. But I'll have 4 statement about-
that ' :

Boanio _ _
Q. Mr President, when you go to_the
United Nations on Monday, can you tell us
what you'll tell them about your feelings con-
-cerning Bosnia? )
The President. Tune in Monday. I don’t .
want to give the speech today.

‘Support for Russia

Q. Mr. President, regarding the situation
in Moscow, President Yeltsin now is clemfly
threatening to use force, if necessary, to dis-
arm his opponents in the Parliament. Does
that affect your attitude towards the situation
in there, your support for Yeltsin?

The President. My suiport has not been
affected by anything that has hapgened thus
far. It is ‘a difficult situation. [ don't think
we should attempt to quarterback every
move from the United States. And [ don't
think [ have anything else to say about it yet.
Anticrime Legislation

Q. M. President, there are a lot of peotgllle
who are asking, after your comments this
morning on the nexus between violenf:e and
medical costs, what your crime policies are
really doing to make a change in this other
than just support for gun control?
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The President. Well, I've got a crime bill
up there that goes far beyond support for
the Brady bill and for a restriction on auto-
matic weapons—I mean, assault weapons, al-
though 1 lgomr both those very strongly. We
also, through the crime bill and several other
initiatives, are attempting to put more police
officers on the street, to support boot camps
and other altemnative forms of punishment
for young people to try to steer them away
from a life of crime, and to support improve-
ments in the criminal justice system itself to
make punishment more swift and more sure.

But il you look at the crime bili, if you
lock at the effort to put more police officers
on the street and to support community po-
licing, and if you look at the effort to provide
boot camps and alternative forms of punish-
ment and pass the Brady bill and pass some
limits on these semi-automatic assault weap-
ons, that's a pretty broad-based anticrime

strategy. I hope that the Congress will act
onitand act on it this year,

NAFTA

Q. Mr. President, some people have ex-
ressed the view that NAFTA constitutes a
ind of an unfortunate obstacle to you in po-

litical terms with all the focus that will be
needed to pass the health care reform. How
do you see the politics of the two issues fit-
ting or not fitting together?

The President. 1 disagree with that, be-
cause, first of all, let's look at what has to
happer now on health care reform. We're
going to do one more round of intensive con-
sultations, then we'll have some legislation
to send to the Hill that embodies LEle prin-.
ciples I discussed with the American people.
There will be other bills. They will go to the
committees, and then we will begin the care-
ful and exhaustive process of reviewing this.

Meanwhile, NAFTA is on a much faster
time track. The trade agreement has to be
turned into legislation within a limited period
of time by the Congress. And then there’s
a limited period of time for debate. So I will
be ?ending a significant amount of time ev-
eryday calling Members of Congress in both
parties trying to line up support and working
on other peopie like Mr. Iacocca, to try to
get them to speak out for us and wm?(’jng
on hrinsine nenple into this debate who are
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selling things to Mexico and people whose
jobs epenjon it to show that it’s a job win-
ner as well as trying to illustrate to the Con-
gress that the great bepefits of NAFTA may
well lie in its ability to be expanded to the
rest of Latin America,

So I've got a big agenda. And the NAFTA
issue- will %Je over before too long. That is,
under the fast track legislation on trade
agreements, there is a fixed amount of time
we have to do it. We're either going to do
it or not. It'll be over—the health care debate
is on a different timetable. So I don't see

* them conflicting now. We just had to get the
health care debate started, or we never would
have finished it.

Health Care Reform

Q. Mr. President, on health care reform,
if you end up underestimating the cost of
your plan, are you calling for a formal annual
review mechanism that would allow for tax
increases or benefit cuts, il necessary, in
order to meet your target?

The President. What 1 think we should
do is we should have an annual review proc-
ess which would permit us, if we don’t realize
the savings through management we intend

to realize, to make a decision to phase im

some of the newer benelits over a longer pe-
riod of time. That would control what we
do—or to present them as options that can
be paid for separately at the decision of the
consumer untirthe savings enable us to phase
them in completely.

I do not believe—-1 will say again—I do
not believe you can justify taking the world’s
most expensive and bureaucratic system in

which most Americans who have insurance -

pay more than they should, under any con- -
ceivable model that they’d be in, anyone be-
sides this one, and ask them to pay taxes on
top of that to pay for the uninsurecf.'we have
got to manage this system to make it simpler,
to achieve the savings without sacrificing

choice and quality. We can plainly de it. We

know it's been done in Germany, just to take
one other example. We kmow it’s been done
several places in the United States. And the
administration is happy to carry the burden
into these congressional hearings of dem-
onstrating the evidence that it can be done.
But if it doesn’t happen just as it should. then
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what should happen is we should phase the
benefits in more slowly or present them as ¢
options that can be paid for. We shouldn’t i
raise general taxes on people who are already
paying too much for their own health Tqar?
to pay, for somebody else’s hqalth care v:h 0 15(
not paying anything for it. 1 just don’t thin
that's right.
Thank you very much.

i : . In his
NoTe: The President spoke at 2:35 p.m
remarks, he teferred to former Chrysler Corp-
chairman Lee lacocca. :

Statement on Lifting Economic
Sanctions Against South Africa

September 24, 1993

[ welcome the call today by ANC Presi-
dent Nelson Mandela for the lifti.ng of €co-
nomic sanctions against South Africa. This
call from this courageous man who has been
one of the pﬁnci‘ial victims‘of apﬂ!‘ti?lfl
means that the leading groups in South Afri-
ca now oppose the maintenance of economic
sanctions on their country. o

Yesterday's action by the 'South African
Patliament to create 8 Transitional Executive
Council (TEC) and today’s anno_unceme_nt by
the ANC are watershed events in the history
of South Africa and its movement toward a
nonracial democracy. South Africans of all

caces can be proud of these momentous
achievements. Americans can also take pride

" in the role they have played thro_ugh govern-
ment, churches, unions, ubiversities, activist
oups, and businesses throughout America

to protest the apartheid systeljn. _ n
We must now respect the judgment .Of e
leaders of South Africa and move to hf.t our
remaining economic sa.nctions._We w'ﬂl be
taking steps necessary to permt lending to

South Africa from the Intematlonal_.Moneé

tary Fund, I welcome the introduction aril]

passage of legislation in the Senate to 11!;; r:l

other remaining sanctions at the Fe ?d]

level and hope the House can move rapidly

on the legislation as weil. 1 also urge Statﬁ?;

counties, and cities to move quickly to li

their sanctions.

But remcving sanctions will not be

i active
enough. Americans who have been so

n breaking down the pillars of apartheid

must remain committed to helping build t}}e
nonracial market democracy that comes in
its wake. For this reason, 1 have asked that
Commerce Secretary Ron Brown Iead. a
trade and investment mission to {South Afrxca
to explore business oP%ormmhes, particu-
larly with South Africa’s )l -
we will offer an OPIC investment encour

ack private sector.

ement agreement and propose negotia-
?igons for a%:iiateral tax treaty. We will con-
sider the possibility ﬁfA}qitiaﬁng a Peace

ropgram in South Alnca.

Colr?.lsrge pgrii-rate companies, investment fung
managers, universities, labor unions, an
other Americans to take advantage c'>f opporﬂ _
tunities for trade and investment ID Sout
Africa and to use their [ullest talents to assist
South Africa’s historic transition to democ-

racy.

Message on the Observance of Yom
Kippur, 1993
September 24, 1993

cartfelt greetings to all who are ob-
se::dﬁ{l; Yomn Kilg:lr ingthis momentous year
i and hope. ' _
Ofilx’lsx%ipbur. I:he Day of Atonement, is &
holy day that provides the O}:Eortumty to
seek forgiveness and to enter tne NEw year
with a clean conscience and a clear pug:_vqse.
It is a chance to seek pardon and to ask divine
idance for sell-improvement. Yom Kippur
emphasizes the importance of honoring glet
memories of loved ones no longer ]mns, u
still remembered. Above all, Yom Klpplur
recognizes the need to repair per_sonal re aci ,
tionships—relationships with ~friends an
family, with Cod, with those who live on in
our memories, amil \;_nlth those f;r whom we
ve previously felt animosity.
mi{’liqt?l thF; recentysi ing of the agreement
between Israel and the Palestine le_emlnrc.)in
Organization, this Yom Kippuris p_arlhculgal\](
significant. It is my wish that people (:'tive
cultures and faiths will pIedgethmr aa tive
support and energy © help achieve a.

era of peace and hope in the Middle East




