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REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 

TO THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 


CHIEFS OF POLICE 


Albuquerque Convention Center 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 


11: 38 A.M. MDT 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Chief 
Daughtry, Chief Whetsel, ladies and gentlemen of the IACP, I am 
honored to be here. I love the jacket -- (laughter) -- and I 
love what it stands for. I thank you more than I can say for 
your help and support in passing the Brady Bill and the Crime 
Bill. 

I'd like to acknowledge in this audience today the 
presence of some very important people here in the State of New 
Mexico and throughout our nation. First of all, behind me, the 
Governor of the state of New Mexico, Governor Bruce King. 
(Applause.) Bruce and I are the only -- two of the only three 
people serving in America who were governors in the '70s, the 
'80s and the '90s. I don't know what that means anymore. 
(Laughter.) I can barely remember them. 

I'm delighted to be here with the two senators from 
the state of New Mexico, Senator Domenici and Senator Bingaman
who are out there. (Applause.) Congressman Steve Schiff, 
congressman from this district, is here. Thank you, sir. 
(Applause.) My good friend, Congressman Bill Richardson, who was 
very active in passing the Crime Bill. Where's Congressman
Richardson -- he's here somewhere.' Thank you. (Applause. ) And, 
of course, the mayor, Mayor Marty Chavez, who is one of my 
jogging partners, is here. (Laughter and applause.) 

I want to also say that, you know, I think I have 
more administration members who have been active in this outfit 
than previous presidents. (Laughter.) Your ex-president, Lee 
Brown, is now our Drug Czar. Your ex-vice president, Tom 
Constantine, is n9w our DEA Administrator. (Applause.) The head 
of the U.S. Marshal Service, Eduardo Gonzalez, was Tampa Bay 
Chief and once active in this organization. So I feel at home 



here. 

I think our FBI Director is here -- I want to tell a 
story on him. Is Louis Freeh here somewhere? Tomorrow -- he's 
coming tomorrow? It's the first time I've been ahead of him in a 
long time. (Laughter.) 

I want to tell you a ~tory about the -- since this 

is an international organization, one of the things that r have 

really tried to do as President is to build international 

cooperation in law enforcement. It's important in dealing with 

drugs, it's important in dealing with terrorism, it's important 

in dealing with organized crime. 


Lee Brown and Tom Constantine, both of them, as you 
know, have major responsibilities that go beyond our nation's 
borders, as you would expect, in dealing with the drug problems. 
But the FBI Director, Mr. Freeh, also took a very popular trip to 
Europe and to Russia not very long ago, and slightly after that 
when I was following him, instead of the other way around, I went 
to Riga, Latvia to celebrate the withdrawal of Russian forces 
from Eastern Europe for the first time since World War II, and 

'from the Baltic States. And we had this meeting with the heads 
of the government of Estonia, Lithuania and Latvia; and, so help 
me, the first thing the President of Latvia said is, can we have 
an FBI office in Riga? (Laughter.) 

Now, it's funny and it's flattering, but it's also 
serious. Why? Because as these countries convert from 
totalitarian societies to free societies, as they become much 
more open, they become much more vulnerable to organized crime, 
because they haven't developed their banking system and their 
trading rules and their business rules. And that relates to 
whether they, themselves, then become more vulnerable to drug­
trafficking and to terrorism, and to trafficking in weapons of 
mass destruction or stolen nuclear materials, or any of that sort 
of thing. 

So I say to you -- I'll make you a prediction: For 
the next 10 years when you meet, more and more and more, your 
concentration will have to be on the international aspects of the 
crime problem which affects what you do on the streets in your 
cities and towns throughout the United States. 

I'd like to talk a little today about the Crime Bill 
and what it means against the background of the crime problem in 
America. And the state of play, as you know, is very troubling, 
because the good news is that in many of our cities, the crime 
rate is actually going down. The Mayor of Odessa, Texas was in 
town the other day when we handed out the first wave of grants, 
police grants, under the new Crime Bill only two weeks after the 
bill was signed, and she said they'd had a drop in the crime rate 
in excess of 15 percent for three years running because of 
community policing, because of what law enforcement officers have 



done. The Mayor of Houston was reelected with 91 percent of the 
vote after they had over a 20-percent drop in crime in only one 
year there. 

This is happening in many cities and towns 
throughout the country. On the other hand, we know that a lot of 
small towns and suburban areas having rising crime because as 
cities clamp down on crime, a lot of times the criminals just 
move their base of operation, and they're not as well equipped to 
deal with it. 

We also know that even as overall crime rates drop, 
the rate of random violence among ,young people, people under the 
age of 18, is going up dramatically in sickening ways that we 
have all seen again in recent days. 

The point I want to make about all this is that this 
is a manifestation of trends that have been developing in our 
country for quite a long while now. We have had, really, 30 
years -- a whole generation and more -- of these trends that have 
been developing in a lot of the high-crime areas in America --the 
breakdown of families and community organizations and 
neighborhood organizations; the loss of economic opportunity, 
creating huge social vacuums ' into which have moved gangs 
and guns and drugs and crime ,and violence. 

I wanted this Crime Bill to pass very badly because 
I believed that the national government had a responsibility to 
help you deal with it. But we have to look at what we can do 
together within the Crime Bill and then what we have to do beyond 
the Crime Bill, because we're going to have to change this 
country from the grass roots up. We're going to have to change 
the culture that a lot of these kids live in. And you can do it; 
I can do it; parents can do it; but we're all going to have to do 
it. And there is clearly something for everybody to do. 

The first job I ever had as an elected official was 
as Attorney General of my state. And I began to work with law 
enforcement on a regular basis. Then I was governor for a dozen 
years -- the years when crime was exploding in America. I built 
prison cells. I devised work programs. I put in education 
programs and drug education programs and boot camps for first 
offenders. I enforced the capital punishment laws and tried to 
find ways to rehabilitate people who were getting out. I went to 
funerals of police officers who were friends and family members 
of friends of mine who died in the line of duty. 

Dealing with all this has made an indelible 
impression on me. And when I became President, I guess I had in 
that sense more personal. experience with the human cost and the 
human side of crime and law enforcement than a lot of people who 
have had this job. I was determined to bring an end to six years 
of political debate in Washington and to pass the Brady Bill, 
which had been there for seven years, to pass a crime bill, which 



had been deb~ted for six years -- because I knew that we had some 
things that we had to do. I am doing my best where I live and 
where I work to get this country together and to move our country
forward again. 

I think my mission as President is to keep the 
American Dream alive and to help make sure Americans can compete 
and win as we move into this exciting 21st century by making 
government work for ordinary people and by bringing this economy 
back, by making us more secure and more prosperous in our 
relations with the rest of the world. 

After 21 months, I can tell you I think that we've 
made a good start. America's in better shape than it was two 
years ago. We've got more jobs, low inflation, a much lower 
deficit. Over 70 percent of the new jobs coming into our economy 
this year, according to a report just published today, are higher 
wage jobs; we're moving away from the time when all of our new 
jobs were low-wage jobs. 

We've got a smaller federal government by more than 
70,000 already that's doing more for ordinary citizens. The 
Congress just passed, and I signed a procurement bill which 
changes the way we spend your money when we buy things, and it'll 
put an end to the $500 hammers and the $50 ash trays. The Vice 
President kind of has mixed feelings about that; he'll never get 
to go on David Letterman again now because of that, but it was 
the right thing to do. (Laughter.) 

Russian missiles are no longer pOinted at the United 
States. We've got big increases in trade that are fueling these 
high-wage jobs, and now America is leading the way to peace and 
security and democracy, as you've seen in the last few days in 
the Middle East and Northern Ireland and Eastern Europe and, of 
course, in Haiti. 

But all of us know, I think, that no matter how much 
economic progress we made, no matter how much progress we make in 
dealing with trouble spots around the world, there will be a 
gnawing feeling that all is not right in America until our 
children feel safe in their schools and on their streets, and 
Americans feel secure in their homes and at their work. 

We have to do things that will go beyond talking,
that will actually reduce the rates of crime and violence in the 
United States, that will actually make sure that more of our 
children do say "no" to drugs and gangs and guns, and "yes" to 
books and to Boys and Girls Clubs and to games. That's what the 
Brady Bill was all about; that's what the Crime Bill was all 
about. It was the national government's contribution to a 
national effort to really change the way Americans. are living, to 
change the way they feel inside. And it is terribly important. 

I was in Detroit the other day doing an editorial 



board meeting, and The Detroit Free Press had done a program with 
children in the area and had taken letters from children. And a 
little girl named Porsha, nine years old, wrote me a letter and 
said, I just want you to make me feel safer. I don't feel safe. 

Many of you saw the reports that I gave when we were 
debating the crime bill about that nine-year-old boy in New 
Orleans who wrote me a letter saying, can't you make me feel 
safe? And we was killed on the street in a random shooting just 
a few days after he wrote me. A 10-year-old son of a member of 
my administration, a young man brought up in a well-to-do home, 
goes to good schools, and lives in a beautiful neighborhood, 
wrote me a wonderful letter the day after the Crime Bill 
passed -- a 10-year-old boy saying, I know you think that I 
wouldn't be afraid of this, but every time my friends and I go 
downtown to a movie, I am afraid I will be shot before I get 
home. .And I feel so much better now that this Crime Bill has 
passed. 

These are the voices of the children of America 
across racial and income and regional lines, telling us that we 
have to do better. That is what this is about. Well, we are 
doing better, but there's more to be done. The Brady Bill has 
made a difference -- all of you know it. There are thousands of 
people who have already been denied weapons who were not entitled 
to them, who had a criminal background, who would have gotten
them if it hadn't been for the Brady Bill. (Applause.) 

And the Crime Bill will make a difference. We have 
evidence of that. Before the Crime Bill passed last year, I 
asked Congress to make a down payment on our commitment to put 
100,000 more police officers on the street. And the Congress
funded another 2,000 police officers. Last week when we gave out 
the first police grants under the Crime Bill, Chief David Massey 
from Ocean City, Maryland came with the police officers he'd 
hired under the first grant. One of them was an. ex-linebacker at 
the University of Maryland -- the sort of person that you just 
see and you want to ask permission. (Laughter.) 

This young man was in a community policing program 
riding a bicycle in Ocean City. And very soon after he went to 
work, he caught a serial rapist -- he did, as a community police 
officer. Now, all the victims that will never be preyed upon by 
that rapist will never know what they owe to that one young man 
who is a community police officer. And now we're going to be 
able to multiply that by 100,000 in every state in this country.
(Applause.) , 

Something else I think that really needs to be 
pounded home over and over again is that this Crime Bill was 
fashioned largely by law enforcement officers -- from the 
punishment programs, to the policing programs, to the prevention 
programs, it was th~ law enforcement officers who shaped what was 
in it. You said we ought to have three strikes and you're out 
because there were some violent criminals who kept getting 



paroled because they were lucky enough not to have severe 
consequences to the victims of their crimes. But what they tried 
to do was terrible. That's what the purpose of three strikes and 
you're out was. 

You said that too many people were getting out too 
quick because there wasn't enough prison space, so there's 
provision for 100,000 more prison cells in this bill. Never been 
done before. The federal government had never before helped to 
build prison space for states. You said that we ought to have 
capital punishment if someone kills a police officer and it's in 
the bill. (Applause.) 

You said it ought to be against the law for a minor 
to carry a handgun except when supervised by an adult. It's in 
the bill. You said we should do more for victims of crime. You 
said we should make a serious assault on the problems faced by 
women and children -- the problems of domestic violence and 
neighborhood violence. You said we should do more to make 
schools safer. You said we should do more to give our kids some 
prevention programs, some things they could ,say "yes" to --places 
to go, things to do, good things to do. Maybe most important, 
good people to look up to wheti they can't find that at home. 

When the NRA tried to take the assault weapons ban 
out of the Crime Bill, you stood firmly in favor of leaving it in 
-- not because you were against the rights of hunters and 
sportsmen, but because you knew that there were 650 weapons in 
the bill specifically protected from any government interference. 
And to those of you who come from E;mall town and rural areas, you 
can go home and tell your sportsmen that we are not going to 
allow the federal government to interfere with the legitimate 
interest of hunters and sportsmen, but we do not support leaving 
weapons in the hands of kids, its only purpose is to kill as many 
people as quickly as they can. (Applause.) 

,­
And you said that we ought to have 100,000 more 

police. Indeed, we probably ought to have more, but that's all 
we could figure out how to pay for. 

For the American now, that's a number that doesn't 
mean a lot. That's why last week was so important when we had 
400 communities coming up and little towns getting one police 
officer and bigger places getting 25 or 30, because people began 
to visualize what that means. There are 550,000 police officers 
in this country. If you add 100,000 and they all go into beat 
work, if they actually go into working to prevent crime and to 
catch criminals, it'll be about a 20-percent increase in the 
presence of police on the street. It will work. It will work. 
We've had only a 10 percent increase in police officers in the 
last 30 years, while we've had a 300 percent increase in violent 
crime. This was a critical component of the Crime Bill. 

And today I want to announce two important steps to 



get those officers on the streets as quickly as possible. And 
you will have the release from the Justice Department here today 
supporting that. 

First of all, we're going to make it possible for 
cities with at least 50,000 people to begin hiring officers 
immediately, by setting aside some money even before the grants 
are awarded so that you can know what you're going to get and you 
can start hiring and training now. And the grants will be there 
when you put the people on the payroll full-time. (Applause.) 

Secondly, for cities and towns of fewer than 50,000 
people who don't have a lot of people in clerical departments to 
help you deal with the federal government, we're going to do for 
you what we did for small businesspeople applying for SBA loans. 
We're going to give you a one-page application with about eight
questions on it, and you can start filling out them out right 
now, so that nothing will come between America and the new police 
officers. (Applause.) 

I'd like to end today by asking you to reflect on 
three things. One is a tribute to how the Congress funded this 
bill. This is a big bill. It was funded not by raising taxes, 
not by increasing the deficit, but by reducing the size of the 
federal government by 270,000 over six years, and giving all the 
money back to local communities to fight crime. That's how it 
was funded. (Applause.) 

I consider that to be a solemn trust with America 
that we must not breach. And you will have to work every year 
for the next six years to make sure that we keep that trust. 

The second point I want to make is that for most of 
its life, this Crime Bill enjoyed broad bipartisan support which 
dissipated at the end of the debate, as all of you know. It 
became a political football -- first, because there were some who 
were honestly willing to sacrifice everything in the Crime Bill 
to beat the assault weapons ban: to give up the police, to give 
up the prison cells, to give up the capital punishment 
provisions, to give up the prevention programs, to give up the 
violence against women section, to give up the victims against 
crime section -- to give it all up. 

Second, there were some who just thought it was 
important to kill the bill for political reasons. That's all in 
the past now; it passed. What I want to say to you is, we have 
got to make this Crime Bill work -- every provision of it --work. 
We have got to demonstrate to our people that the money is being 
well-spent. And we have to find a way to reach out at the grass­
roots level across political lines. We have to stop this. 

We can't tell the American people they've got to 
change their behavior to change this country if crime is a 
partisan political issue. The victims of crime are Republicans, 



Democrats and Independents. The people who put on uniforms every 
day are Democrats, Republicans and Independents. This is about 
America and our future. We ,must never again permit crime to be 
divisive in a partisan political way, and you can stop it and I 
want you to do it. (Applause.) 

And I have to tell you -- the only thing that I 
really worry about now in that regard is that in this election 
season, there are many who are campaigning on a contract with 
America which cost $l trillion -- to balance the budget, to 
increase defense, to revitalize Star Wars, to give huge tax cuts. 
And there is no clear notion of how this is going to be paid for. 
But the only option to pay for it is the way it was paid for 
before: higher deficits and cuts in everything else -- from 
Medicare to veterans' benefits, to this Crime Bill. 

So I ask you: Start today. Say we've fought too 
hard for this bill, we won it fair and square, let's not take it 
away indirectly by adopting a commitment to a budgetary process 
that will make it utterly impossible to fund the Crime Bill. The 
lives and the future of the American people, and especially our 
children, are too important. This must not become a political 
football. The bill is long, the trust is there, we must fund 
this Crime Bill. We cannot back away, and you must see that it 
is done. (Applause.) 

The third thing I want to say -- and probably one of 
the most important things -- is that we have now done a major
thing with this Crime Bill, and you will do major things with it. 
But the people of this country have a job to do here, too. We're 
not here giving things out to the American people, we're here 
challenging the American people to take their streets and their 
schools and their neighborhoods and, indeed, their homes back. 

And if all of us go out here and say the right 
things and do the right things, and we get no help from the rest 
of America, we'll be back here next year and the year after, and 
the year after that, bemoaning the same problems. And you know 
that as well as I do. 

You now have the tools to deal with this problem.
But you've got a whole country out there full of people who have 
to help. Parents have to recognize that the real war on crime 
begins at home. If the first responsibility of government is to 
provide law and order, the first responsibility of parents is to 
teach right from wrong. (Applause.) 

We've got to have more folks turning off the TV and 
knowing where their kids are, and spending time reading and doing 
homework, and accepting personal responsibility. And we've got 
to have more folks helping them, like those· wonderful police 
officers in the D.A.R.E. programs all across America. 
(Applause. ) 

I 
~ 



Kids are going to look up to somebody, and it's up ( 
to the adults in this country to decide who they're going to look 
up to. What do you think about those two kids, 10 and 11 in 
Chicago that threw that five-year-old boy out the window? A 
five-year-old kid, who knew right from wrong, lost his life at 
the age of five because he wouldn't steal candy, because he knew 
right from wrong -- and his brother, only three years older, knew 
right from wrong and he wouldn't steal candy, either -- trying 
desperately to save his little brother's life. 

Who did the other two kids look up to? Who did they 
come in contact with who 'could have taught them right from wrong 
and didn't? Who did they come in contact with who taught them 
wrong? What about that little kid that was set on fire?' Burned 
over 85 percent of his body; 3 years old, not even big enough to 
do anything wrong. Who taught those children right from wrong? 

You know, we see all these stories about these kids 
doing these things, and then we see that they apparently feel no 
remorse. At that age in their development, it is a question of 
where they got ,the message. Where did it occur to them to hang
somebody out of a window in a high rise? How do they learn to 
pick up a gun? Where do they know that a fast buck today is 
better than 10 years or 12 years or 16 years of hard work and 
school to make something of yourself? These kids are looking up 
to somebody. Who are they going to look up to? How are they 
going to learn this? We can hire 5 million police officers, and 
if we keep losing the battle for what these kids think is right 
and wrong, we're going to be in a lot of trouble. (Applause.) 

I know we grown-ups sometimes -- we're too negative
sometimes -- we're too cynical sometimes. A good Catholic friend 
of mine and I the other day were having a theological discussion 
and he said, you can never get discouraged, Bill, because the 
only truly unforgivable sin is despair. That's why I preach hope
all the time. ' 

I am telling you: this country is coming back 
economically. This country has resources and character and 
richness and diversity that will open unparalleled opportunities 
to us in the 21st century. This is a good country. (Applause.) 

When the delegation came back from Haiti yesterday, 
they said that all the Haitian people had these little signs in 
Creole, painted, and the most popular one said simply, "Thank 
you, America." They looked at those young men and women we sent 
down there in uniform and, just by walking around, these young 
people -- our kids -- they make a statement about what's right 
and what's wrong; what's gooq and what's bad; what kind of a 
person it's worth being -- just by being there and being who they 
are. And it is thrilling to other people to see the best of this 
country. 

And we need not be worried about t~at if we just 
roll up our sleeves and face our challenges and go on. But what 



... \ .... 

we must be worried about is wave upon wave upon wave of these 
little children, who don't have som~body both good and strong to 
look up to. Who are so vulnerable that their hearts can be 
turned to stone by the time they're 10 or 11 years old. And when 
there is a good one -- a 5-year-old kid in difficult 
circumstances, blooming like a flower in the desert, knowing that 
it's wrong to steal candy. He actually has his life at risk. 

That's why all of you wanted these prevention 
programs. But I am telling you, you've got to go home and you've 
got to say, okay, I'll wear my DARE uniform, I'll do my part, but 
every last citizen in this country has got to do more than look 
at you and demand that you do something about crime. We have got 
to teach our children and lift them up. (Applause.) 

Thank you, and God bless you all. 

END12:10 P.M. MDT 
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THE PRESIDENT: It's nice to be back in California. 
It's nice to be here in Belmont. It's nice to be here at 
carlmont High school. (Applause.) I'm honored to be the first 
President to come here. And it's only fair that I came here to 
see your principal, since he didn't get to come and see me. 
(Applause. ) 

Now, that should not be interpreted as a sign of 
dissatisfaction with the lady who got to be the principal of the 
year; but he would have made an awful good one. (Laughter.) And 
he sounds to me like the principal of the year here. (Applause.) 

I want to say how very honored I am to be here with 
all of you. I thank Mayor Riande for her welcome; Mayor Davids 
for what he said. I thank them for their leadership and their 
devotion to public service at the grass roots level, where so 
many of our problems and challenges have to be met. 

I thank Congressman Lantos and Congresswoman Eshoo 
for not only being my friends but for their extraor,dinary service 
in washington. I can tell you that there is this popular 
feeling, I think, that nearly everybody who goes off to 
Washington has something bad happen to them· and forgets about the 
folks back home -- they do not. And they represent you well, and 
you should be very proud of them. (Applause.) 

I'm also very pleased to be joined today by your 
State Treasurer Kathleen Brown. (Applause.) 'And your State 
Insurance Commissioner John Garamendi. (Applause.) Thank you, 
John. (Applause.) 

I'd like to introduce one other person, too, who is 
my partner in these education endeavors, a former colleague of 
mine and former Governor of vermont and now the Deputy Secretary 
of Education, come all the way from Washington with me today, 
Governor Madeleine Kunin. (Applause.) Please make her feel 
welcome. (Applause.) 

I want to say a little more about Senator Feinstein 
in a moment, 'in connection with this work, but I appreciate what 
she said today. 

But let me begin by saying that, as all of you know, 
I had the opportunity to spend a great deal of time in this 
magnificent state of yours a couple of years ago. And since I 
have been President I think I've been back here a dozen times. 
I've worked on the emergencies for California, like the 
earthquake and the fires; I've worked on trying to get the 
economy of this. state gOing again -- to sell computers overseas, 
to sell the farmers.' rice to Japan for the first time; to start 
the shipbuilding industry in the southern part of .the state; to 
help the defense conversion momentum really get going here so we 
could build a lot of jobs out of this defense downsizing and not 
just lose them. 
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I've tried to do things that would help you deal 
with the crime and the immigration problems -- real, concrete 
steps, not just talk about it. Ten thousand more police officers 
will come to California under the Crime Bill. We have doubled 
the number of immigration officers along the southern border of 
the state. We've begun to have ~ real impact in dealing with the 
problem of illegal ,immigration. 

But what I want to say to you is that over the long 
run, if we are going to have a .bright future for the people of 
the United states, and if California is going to work -- and it 
can work, you look around at the students here, look at all the 
different ways they found to say welcome to me up there - ­
(Applause.) If this country is going to work, and this state is 
going to work, then schools like this school have to work all 
across America. We have to prove that there is strength, not 
weakness, in our diversity. 

We have to prove that all children can learn. And 
we have to prove that with all the changes that we're going 
through in America today, we can still give our kids an old­
fashioned, safe upbringing and a good education, because that is 
the key to the future of the global economy. (Applause.) 

One of the least known stories, perhaps, of the 
recent concluded session of Congress is that it was the best 
session for education in at least three decades. (Applause.) 
That's worth clapping for. I appreciate that. (Applause.) This 
congress ~xpanded the Head start program, making more children 
eligible and making younger children eligible. This Congress 
passed the Goals 2000 bill, wiiting into national law our 
national education goals, world class standards; and saying that 
we would help to develop means of measuring whether we're meeting 
those standards, but emphasizing that education reform has to 
come from the grass roots, school by school. 

Just a couple of days ago I signed the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act, which dramatically reduces the 
federal regulations telling schools how to spend the money we 
give them to help kids who need extra help in schools, and 
encourages schools to do things that will actually prove that 
children can learn without regard to their racial or economic 
background. (Applause.) 

The bill also, as Senator Feinstein said, helps to 
support the safe schools initiative and promotes the concept of 
character education when basic civic values to be taught in the 
schools are developed at the community level. 

We also passed a bill for young people who don't go 
to college but do want to get good education; an apprenticeship 
bill to help every state in the country develop a system to 
guarantee that even those who don't go to college will have a 
chance to get some further education and training and get a good 
job with a prospect of a growing income. (Applause.) 

Finally and perhaps most important, we dramatically 
reorganized the system by which the national government makes 
colleges loansavailablei not only to low-income but also to 
middle class young people. (Applause.) 

One of the things that's always bothered me in the 
last couple of years is seeing the cost of a college education go 
up faster than any other essential part of a family's budget, 
even more rapidly than health care costs. In my own state I saw 
young people start college and then drop out because they either 
couldn't get loans or they were convinced they would never be 
able to repay them. 

Then I saw young people get out of college with big 
debt and take jobs that paid higher wages, not because they 
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wante,d them but because they were afraid they couldn I t afford to 
do somethirigthey really wanted to do, like work with people in 
the community to help kids get a better start, or be school 
teachers or police officers or do other things, because they were 
afraid they could never repay their college loans. 

Under this sy~tem, you won't have to worry about 
that anymore when 'you become of age and you get out of high 
school. You'll be able to choose to borrow money and pay it back 
over a longer period of time at a lower interest rate as a 
percentage of your income so that if you choose to serve the 
public and you choose not to get rich, you at least won't be 
driven into the poor house by the cost of your college education. 
(Applause. ) 

The last thing the Congress did was to pass a 
program that's already being felt here in California, the 
national service program, AmeriCorps, to give young people the 
chance to serve their communities and earn money for their 
college education. This year, 20,000 young Americans are doing 
it; year after next 100,000 young Americans are doing it. If the 
congress will continue to support it, I am convinced we can have 
as many as a half a million young Americans paying their way to 
coll~ge by ~olving the problems of this country one on one, 
person by person at the grass roots level all across Amer:l..ca. 
And I thank the congress for that record of education reform. 
(Applause.) 

Now, having said that, let me come to the pOint. 
Education still does not occur in Washington. Education occurs 
school by school, class by class, student by student. The magic 
of education is in what happens between the teachers and the 
students, what the role of the principal is, whether the parents 
are supportive at home, what is going on inside the student. 
None of that can happen in an atmosphere of fear. 

We all know stories, horrible stories of children 
being shot or cut or terrorized. When I was in California last 
year, I did a town meeting and a young man from Northern 
California told me that he and his brother changed schools 
because they thought the school they were in was so dangerous.
And then when they lined up to register in the new school they
thought was safer, somebody just came in the school door and shot 
his brother, standing right there in line to register. He just
happened to be in the wrong place. 

You would not believe the letters I get from 
children of all ages begging me to do something about the 
violence that terrorizes their lives. You may have seen me read 
a letter that I got from a young man from New Orleans, when the 
Crime Bill was being debated, who said, "I know you can do 
something about crime, and I am frightened." That young man was 
shot a couple of weeks after he wrote a letter to me. 

I got a letter after the Crime Bill was signed from 
the son of a friend of mine in my administration who said, "I 
have a nice family. We have a high income. We live in a good 
neighborhood. I go to a good school. My friends and I are still 
scared every time I go downtown to the movies. I feel better now 
that the Crime Bill has been signed." 

We cannot operate in a country where children are 
afraid and cannot feel, much less think. You cannot learn in 
that kind of atmosphere. That is why, as the principal said, 
we're trying to be tough and firm and strong in some of these 
critical areas. That's why we had to pass the Brady Bill. 
That's why we had to pass the crime Bill. That's why we adopted 
senator Feinstein!s amendment to ban assault weapons on the 
streets of our'cities. (Applause.) 

And that's why we come here today to sign this 
executive order. I know here in this high school you already 
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have a zero tolerance policy for guns, and I applaud you for it. 
applaUd your principal, and I applaud the students who support 

it. Now, students allover the cOlmtry, their parents, their 
teacheis, their principals, will be required to ~eet the 
challenge that you have met, to follow your example. Students 
have to take the lead, to take responsibility for this. We can 
do better, and we must. 

"Zero Tolerance" is a common sense policy. Why does 
anybody n~ed to have a gun in school. That's why this order 
directs the Secretary of Education to withhold funding the states 
that don't comply with the law. Young people simply should not 
have to live in fear of young criminals who carry guns to 
schools. 

And again I will say, just like the assault weapons, 
this bill is in the federal law because Senator Feinstein 
sponsored it and demanded it, and we got it thanks to her efforts 
and those of senator Dorgan, and I thank them both. (Applause.) 

Now, as I sign this order, just before I do, I want 
you to think about it, all of you students here. What are you 
going to do? what are you personally going to do about what's 
going on? That's really what counts. We can have this rule and 
fewer people will bring guns to schools; we also need fewer guns 
on our streets. One of the things in the crime bill is the 
banning of juvenile possession of handguns unless the juvenile is 
under the supervision of an adult. We are doing all we can to 
pass laws. But in the end your future will be decided by what is 
inside you, what you decide to do. 

I think all Americans have been very moved -- I know 
I certainly have -- by the signs of the Haitian people getting 
their freedom back and President Aristide going back, to bring 
democracy back to Haiti. (Applause.) 

You know, one of his biggest challenges after all 
the violence that those people have suffered is to make sure that 
his own supporters now do not resort to violence to retaliate. 
Why is violence going up so much among young people in our 
country? Violence begets violence, begets violence, begets 
violence. It has to end somewhere. 

And if you watched President Aristide back in Haiti, 
perhaps the most gripping thing was when he stood there having 
had many of his friends killed, having had children that he tried 
to help terrorized, standing there saying to the masses of his 
people: No to violence; no to retribution; yes to peace; yes to 
reconciliation. 

And if they are saying that inside their heart that 
will do more than any law. So I say to you, as your principal 
said, we've done some tough things to try to give you a bright 
future. And we're not ashamed of them; we're proud of them. If· 
we can think of other things to do, we will do them as well. 

But in the end what you say inside is even more 
important. You must say no to guns. No to gangs. No to drugs. 
Yes to education. Yes to hope. Yes to your own future. 

The 21st century can be the best time this country 
and this state ever knew because of all of you; because of our 
diversity; because in a global society we will be the great 
global nation, because everybody c~n be an American. You don't 
have to be of a certain race or ethnic background or religious 
conviction. You just have to come here and share-our land and 
share our values and make the most of your own life. That is 
what you have to do. 
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But in the end you will have to do it. So I say to 
you, I'm proud to sign this order to give you the chance to say 
yes to your future. And I hope and pray you will do it. 

Thank you, and God bless you all. (Applause.) 

(The Memorandum is, signed.) 

END 12:35 P.M. PDT 
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• 	 DOl programs targeting violent offenders (other than Operation 
Triggerloc1c). 

• 	 DOJ programs targeting repeat offenders. 

• 	 DO] anti-street gang programs. 

• 	 DOl programs aimed at bigh-level drug trafficken. 

• 	 Bureau of Prisons building program. 
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QlL[LINE OF CRIME SPEECH 

INTRODUrnON 

~ 	 SUMMARY 

• 	 Protect America's neighborhoods by putting violent and repeat criminals 
behind bars for the remainder of their crime·committing ye~r~_ 

• 	 Protect and support America's poliel:! officers by putting tens of thousands 
of new cops on the beat, rem,)ving death-dealing assault weapons from the 
street, and spreading community policing to every city and town. 

• 	 Protect America's children by helping every oue of them off to a strong 
start in life and by intervening early and, if we must, often, to stamp out 
drugs and crime before they take hold of young lives. 

• 	 Res;st the culturt: of violence. 

THE CLINTON ADMlNI5J'TRATION'S STRATEGY; THE CRIME BILL, ITS 
COMPANION LEGISLATION AND CURRENT DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
PROGRAMS 

L 	 PROTECTING AMERICKSJ~EKilmORHOODS 

• 	 Crime Bill Provision:; 

• 	 Sw:ift, certain, lengthy incarceration for violent, repeat 
offenders. 

• 	 $300 million to help states that ap: releasing repe~t, violent 
offenders because of prison overcrowding. 
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• 	 Federal Bureau of Pri~()n Programs 

• 	 Prison bwlding program 

• 	 Denaoment of Justice Pro£ral1l§ 

• 	 Violent and Rcpeat Offenders 

• Operation Triggerlock 

• 	 Street Gang Memhers 

• 	 High.Levcl Drug Traffickers 

PROTECTING AND SUPPQRTING AMERICA'S POLICE OFFICERS 

• 	 Introduction: . Increasjng violence against police officers. 

• 	 New Police Officers 

• Crime Bill: . 50,000 new police over five years. 

• 	 Jobs Bill: $150 million; 2,000 ne~ police. 

• 	 Crime Bill: Police Corps 

• 	 Department of tabor: $10 million to train discharged 
military personnel as pOlice; 1,500 new police. 

• 	 National Service Plan: One.quarter of slots for public safety­
related functions. 

• 	 Housing and Urban Deve1opment: $700 million over five 
years; 5,000 new police for housing projects. 

• 	 Department of Education: $475 miHion over five years; 4,000 
public safety officers for schools. 

. • Department of Justice Community POlicing Programs 
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• 	 Assault Weap..ons and Drady Bill 

• 	 Assault weapons ban 

• 	 Brady Bill enactment 

• 	 Legislation making it illegal for anyone under the age of 17 to 
possess a haml!>run outside the presence of an adult. 

~ 	PROTECfING.. AMERICA'S CHILDREN 

• 	 Introduction: Prevention and early intervention 

• 	 Crime Bill Provisions . 

• 	 Boot camps 

• 	 $100 million for gang and drug prevention programs 

• 	 Drug treatment in pristlDS 

• 	 Del'anment of Justi~ PrQ2ral1ls 

• 	 Encourage alternative sentencing for .first-time, non-violent 
drug offender!;: Miami Drug Court. 

• 	 Justice Department study of incarceration of non-violent, first 
time drug offenders: Results will inform au'' efforts to make 
sentencing more effective at protecting Americans from 
crime. 

• 	 Sandtown 

• 	 Department of justice youth and anti-violence programs: 
Brief preview 

lY:. RESISTING THE CULTIJRE OF VIOT .ENCE 


Yt. CONCLUSION 
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INTRO))lJCTlON 

I was the Dj~trict Attorney in Miami for fifteen years. 

I spent evenings in my constituents' neighborhoods -- the still nights cracked by 

gunshots -- good people pinned helplessly in their homes. 

I held young children trembHng in the face of terrible atrocities -- nat able to 

imagine-even-for a moment hnw such violenc~ had scarred their ynung souls. 

I passed days filled with fear and apprehen!\ion, as women and men and children 

war:ily went about their business, one eye alw.tys peeled for the danger of the streets. _ 

T stood with weary police officers, men and women who bravely leave their 

families each morning to protect us - even though they understand that around the next 

comer could be the barrel of an assault rifle. 

My friends, we have lost our security to crime's ceaseless surge. 

We have lost our freedom. 



10/08/93 17:~7 III 007 

AlTORNEY GENERAL JANEl RENO 
Remarks: Crime Bill 
First Draft/MDF 

We have lost our shared sense of community. 

My friends, America has lost her way. 

We now wander amid the dark tangle of fenr and despair borne of relentless 

crime, drugs and gangs. 

The time has come for us to find the road back: 

To peace for our children, 

to protection for our neighborhoods, 

to security for every American. 

I Slood on the front lines for fifteen years. I understand 

that more rhetoric from Washington won't do th~ job, 

that tough talk won't take our parks back from the pushers, 
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that promises wun't free us from the prisons of our living rooms. 

America needs action. She need~ it now. Not a<..1ion clouded by poUtic.~ and 

partisanship. We need action guided hy straight talk and a si.ngle purpose: Guaranteeing 

safety and security for every American. 

SUMMARY 

I am here today to call America to action: 

Am~rica, rise up agAjn~t crime. 

Launch a crusade against gangs and drugs. 

Americans, demand that you :illd your neighbors -- each in your own way·· 

join the struggle to banish violence from our homes and streets. 

1 am in Washington now, part of an Admlni~tTatfon that stands ready LO do its 

part in this vital cause. I am here today to explain where President Bill Clinton's 
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Admi.nistration stands in the fight against crime. And I am here to tell you what the 

American peop.le must do if we are to prevail. 

OUT Administration's plan for tllis great struggle rests on four pillars: 

.. First, we will protect America's neighborhood5 by putting violent and 

repeat criminals behind haTS for all of tht:ir crime-committing years. 

~ Second, we will protect and support America's police officers 

by putting tens of thousands of new cops on the bent, 

by removing death·dealing assault weapons from the street, and 

by spreading community pOlicing to every city and town . 

.. Third, we win protect America's children 

by helping evexy onc of them off to a strong start in life and 
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by intervening early and, if we must, often, to stamp out drugs and 

crime before they take hold of younS lives. 

IJI. Fourth, we will resist with all of our spirit the culture of violence that 

has already consumed far too much of America. 

The pillars of thi~ Ointon Administration's battle plan sit on one foundation: The 

President's Crime Bill and its companion legislation, all now pending before Congress. 

Our national battle against crime and drugs must hegin with Congressional a ppr(')v.al of 

this legislation. The federal government must demonstrate its commitment to the fight 

by enacting the Crime Bill. Only then will we ha...,·c the right to ask the American people 

to join us on this great crusade. 

THE CLINTON ADM1NISTRATION'S STRATEGYi 


THE CRIME BIL~ ITS COMPANION LEGISLATION AND 


CURRENT DEPARTMENT OF .I US'nCE PROGRAMS 


I would like to take this opportunity to discuss in detail the Administration's 

strategy. 
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I. PROTECTING AMERICA'S NEIGHB2RIIOODS 

First, we must protect America's neighhnrhoods. 

I intend to accomplish this by targeting law enforcement re!;ources dire<..1ly at 

violent end repeat criminals. 

When we catch these incorrigible offenders. I intend to ensure that'we have 

enough prison space to incarcerate them for the rest of their crime-producing years.. 

... Crime Bill Provisions 

The (..'rime Bill will help put violent and repeat offenders behfnd bars _. and keep 

them there. Too many states a.re releasing viulent offenders because their prisons arc 

full. The Crime Bill provides three hundred million dollars to build more prisons, 

allowing the states to hold repeat· offenders right where they. belong. 

Federal Bureau of Prison PrograJns 
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WIIw.'­
Under the President's leadership, the Federal Bureau of Prisons iff werhiRl f!ft 

guarantee that we have enougli or the WOT~t criminals.~ 
[INSERT INFORMATION FROM FEDEHAL BUREAU OF PRISONS] 

Let me be clear about this: Nevt"f ,tgain do I want to read about a violent 

criminal who was reJeased too soon because of prison overcrowding, only to prey again 

upon our communities. Society has a fundamenta]' obligation to keep these repeat 

offenders away from decent, law-abiding .Americans. I am derermined to get this job 

done. 

.. Department of Justice Programs 

The streets of Miami Iaught me a hard lesson: If you want to make the grea.test 

impact OD. crime, take everything you've got and go after those criminals who hurt the 

community the most. I am insisting that the Department of Justice focus like a laser on 

the violent repeat offenders. And we are going to help state and local governments do 

the same. 
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The overwhelming majority of Americans respect and abide by the law. Just a 

small element of our society is responsible for most of the fear and the crime. Study 

after snldy confirms that career criminals commit a high per~entage of all crimes. 

The Justice Department can help local law enforcement escalate the attack on 

repeat and violent offenders. 

• 	 Operation Triggerlock uses tough federal firearms laws against 

repeat offenders and dangerous criminals who have not. been 

deterred by :.tate prosec1.ltjon~. Working arm·in-arm with local 

authorilics,the Justice D",partment has doubled the number of 

federal firearm prosecutions and won long prison sentences for 

repeal and vlolent offc::nuers. 

[INSERT INFORMATION FROM CRIMINAL DMSION RE: 

• 	 VIOLENT OFFENDERS; 

• 	 REPEAT OFFENDERS; 
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• STREET GANG ME'MBERS; AND 

• HIGH·LEVEL DRUG TRAFFICKERS] 

II. PROTEL'TlNG AND SUPPORTING AMERI~A'S POLICE OFFICERS 

We count on America's poJice for so much; yet, when it counts most, we don't 

back our officers up. 

Thirty years ago; there were three American cops for every one violent crime. 

Now, there are three violent crimes for evr:-ry cop. 

Not so long ago, even the worsL criminals rare1y attacked a police officer. Now, in 

many American cities, the criminals have dl!clared war on the police. In Los Ange.Ies -­

this year alone -- one hundred and eighry-tbur officers have beell shot at; seven have 

been wounded. Three of LAPO'5 best were ::Imhushed just in the last three weeks. 

America's poJice are the world's fiDt~st. Now, because we have failed to support 

them, our officers are now out-gunned and out-manned.· 
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I will not tolerate open season on t)ur police. We must provide ourcourageolls 

officers the tools they need to do the joh. And we must take away from the:: crirninals the 

viciou. assault weapons and gullS that are being used to mow down same of our best 

Americans. 

... 	 New Police Oft'icers 

TIle Clinton Administration is committed to putting tens of thO\lsand!; of new 

police officers on the beat. 

• 	 The Crime Bill sets R.Side three~point-four billion dollars ($3.4 

billion) to hire fifty thousand (50,000) new police officers over the 

next five yean. America's neighborhuuds desperately need these 

new cops. America desperat~ly needs the President's Crime Bill. 

• 	 The President's sl1ccessful Jobs Bill included one hundred and fifty 

million dollars ($130 million) for JUore cops. I have instructed that 

the Justice Department distribute this money to cities and towns in 

the next two months. As a result, over two thousand (2,000) new 

cops wilJ be on patrol in our neighborhoods. 
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• 	 The Administration has instructed the Department of Labor to find 

ten million dollars ($10 million) to retrain tlliIcliarged American 

soldiers as pOlice officers. We will see as many as fifteen hundred 

(1.500) new police deployed to protect our communities. 

• 	 The Crime aill estahlish~s th\.: Police Corps. We'll pay for the 

college education of young Americans if they agree to return to their 

neighborhoods and work as police officers for at least four yea.rs. 

The Police Corps will reRch up to five thousand (5~OOO) students 

over the next four years. 

• 	 The President's National Service Plan bas set aside one·fourth of its 

slots for young Americans lO work for the public's safcty. The 

program could put as many as twenty-five thousand (25,000) 

youngsters to work for local police departmenu. crime prevention 

groups, and other public safety programs. 

• 	 The Administration win devote seven hundred million dollars ($700 

million) over the next five years to deploy as many as five thousand 

(5,000) public safety workers in American housing projects. 

11 
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• 	 We want to spent four hundred and seventy-five million in the next 

five years to help local school officials hire police officers and public 

safety personnel. The Administidtion's efforts could deploy to four 

thoulSand (4,000) public safety officers in American schoolyards. 

• 	 1 have instructed the Department of Justice to do everything 

possible to encourage community policing across this countty. 

Community policing program!<i have reduced crime. and te.nsions in 

cities 	and towns everywhere: From Los Angeles to Saint Louis to 

Boston to New York. The community's be]p can effectively multiply 

law enforcement resources and provide essential neighborhood 

support for cops on the beat. The Justice Department is providing 

financial and technical support to help begin community policing 

programs in every jurisdicliol1. 

Backing up our police officers is not cheap. But .Pre!iident Clinton and I simply 

will not let it be said that - during our o1I.il~eJ."s' greatest hours of need -- America's will 

and reSources were Jacking. Wt!- are determined to provide our cops with the support 

they deserve. 
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... 	 Assault Weapons and the Brady Bill 

The Clinton Administration will also provide our police with the protection they 

need. For too ]ong the gun lobby has blocken every reasonable gun reform bill. 

Meanwhile our police officers have been aDlbushed and gunned down by assault 

weapons. These weapons have no place in a civilized society. We must act: 

• 	 First, we must ban assault weapons, and we must do it DOW. 

Legislation is pending. It's time for Congress to move. 

• 	 Second, we must enact the Brauy Bill. America is the only civiljzed 

country on this earth where you can buy or sell a gun easier than 

you can get a driver's Jicense. The Brady Bi1lt~ five-day waiting 

period and backgroumJ t.:h~cks are reasonable measures. They 

deserve !;peedy approval by Congress. 

•. 	 Third., we must keep guns O'llt of the hands of irresponsible kids. It 

should be illegal for anyrme under sev~nteen years of age to possess 

a handgun without adult superv:ision. 
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These arc reasonable proposals. They will save lives. They are supported by the 

men and women of our police departments. I simply refuse to permit history to record 
r 

that America ignored the urgent pleas of her pulice officers. Americans must demand 

more police on the beat. Americans must insist that Congress pass the Crime Bill and 

reasonable gun refom now. No civilized SOciety wou.ld settle for less. 

m. PROTECTING AMERICA'S CHILDREN 

I have been in public life a great while. I ba.ve seen the streets of :Miami and the 

great halls of the Justice DepArtment -- and so much in\between. 

Through it all, I have come to hold very close certain. fundamental beliefs. They 

are at the care of what I bc:lieve. 

We, as a people,must address theseca~be8d on. If we fan, the plagues of 

c.rime and drug addiction will remain intractable. They will afflict America always. 

14 
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I believe in a second fundamental principle: The best strategies fnr attacking root 

causes are prevention and early inleNelltion. 

My goal as Attorney General is to make prevention and early jnterv~ntion the 

twin pillars of everything we do at the DepEtItJnent of Justice. 

Clime Bill Provisions 

The Presjdent's Crime Bill will help us intervene early and - jf necessary, often -­

to SAve young lives at risk. 

• 	 The Crime Bill contains fundiug for boot camps. These camps will 

give non-vio]ent kids who are at risk of drug and gang 'involvement 

the treatment, discipline and motivation they need to grab another 

chance for an honest life. I am working to help conven ,closed 

military bases intu boot caulp" for our children who deserve a 

second chance. 

• The Crime Bill appropritites one hundred million doUars for anti-

gang and drug prevention programs aimed at our most vulnerable kids. 

15 
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• 	 For tho!Oe teenage addicts who must be locked away because they 

are violent and repeat offenders, the Crime Bill provides drug 

treatment in prison. Tbere is no reason in this wnrld why America 

should be releasing drug addk.1s from prison; the Crime Bill moves 

us in the right direction. 

Department or Justice Programs I 

I want the Department of Justice to lead the development of prevention and early 

intervention programs. 

• 	 We must encourage 10cal and state governments to find other ways 

to deal with first·time. non-violent drug offenders. There is no 

. reason why these non-dangerous people should clog our jails~ taking 

up cells that should hold repeat, violent offenders for the remainder 

of their criminal lives. 

• 	 There are better alternatives. In the MJami Drug Court, we took 

first·time offenders tmd offered them a carrot: No imprisonment if 

you successfuJly complete drug treatment programs. But we also 

16 
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brandished the stick: If you fail, you will be imprisoned, and your 

sentence will be stiff. These A.tternative~ wurk,a.lld the Department 

of Justice m~l see that they spread throughout the country. 

• 	 I have begun a Justice Department study of the incarceration of 

first-time, non-violent offenders iII tillS country. I intend to use the 

results of this study to inform my efforts to make the sentencing 

system more just - and more effective at protecting us from crime. 

I am also leading the Department of Justice into new and innovative partnerships 

with American cities and towns. 

• 	 In the poor Baltimor~ neighborhood of SandtOWD.,the community is / 

working from the ground up, with its own hands, to make Jjfe better. V 
PubHc and private dollars are. leveraged to provide new housing, 

pre- and post-natal care, literacy and recreation programs, and 

family suppon service~. We can repeat the Sandtown experience, 

and we can do it around the country. 

11 




10/08/93 17:31 III 023 

A1TORNEY GENERAL JANET RENO 
Remarks: Crime Bill 
First Draft/MDF 

When a community such as Sundtown takes responsibility for its 

future, it ·has the right to expect government's help. I want the 

Department of Justice to stand ready with all other federaJ agencies 

. to coordinate all of the resources at our disposal. If we are 

fortunate -- and if we do our jobs - Sa.t~dtown will represent the 

future of urban rebirth in America. 

• 	 I started a Jllsti.ce Department effort to help organize. 

C'.omprehensive campCliglls agllinst youth violence and crime in 

American cities. In the coming weeks you will hear more about how 

this program of prevention and early intervention wi]] work. 

For me, this is the bottom line: Prevent where we cnn. Intervene early where we 

musL. And, at all costs, protect our children, our neighborhoods and police officers by 

targeting all our law enforcement and prison resources at. vi6lent, repeat criminals. . 

18 
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IV. RESISTING 'mE CULTURE OF VIOLENCE 

I have;: spoken about how President Clinton and J intend to 6ght the onslaught of 

crime and fear that now grips this country. I simply cannot close, though) without talking 

to you about Amenca's culture of violence and what we;: must do to resist it. 

,The culture of violence has crept ()ver America like a storm cloud -- slowly -­

insidiously. Now it is everywhere, darkening our Land from east coast LO west. 

Each day the violence wnshes down in deadly torrents on our neiGhborhoods. 

Too many Americans are now numh to the nightly body count on the television 

news. 

Too many Americans have simply given up the fight. 

Too many American parents think they canresr their children irresponsibly •• 

without paying a price. 

19 
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Too many of our leaden believed that the richest country in history could leave 

nearly a quarter of its children poor - without paying a price. 

Too many Americans thnught that we cuuld starve our strapped police forces and 

let guns rule the streets - without paying the price. 

Well, there j!ll a price •• tbe price America is now paying with ruined lives -- with 

iImoc.ent victims of crimes -- whll spreading fcar and diminishing freedom. 

J ask you today: 

How Dlany more babies must be shot before America takes a stand? 

How many more young lives must be cut down before we draw a line in the 

sand? 

The time to take a stand.is now. The place 10 draw the line is here. 

Congre~s must pass the Crime Bill. 

20 
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Congress must approve the assault weapon ban and the Brady Bill 

Americans must rise up, as never before,. in a crusade against crime. 

John Kennedy said that the central task of leadership' is "to set before the ... 

people the unfinished business of our society." President KeJlnedy's words, filled with 

confidence ill tlle face of challenge, call to us today. They summon us not to retreat •• 

but to roll up our sleeves and redou~le our effon. 

So let this be our pledge: 

More police. 

Fewer guns. 

No assault weapons. 

SWift, cenain and lengthy incarceration for violent and repeat offenders. 

21 
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Prevention and early intervention wit.h our kids to head off gangs and 

drugs. 

Su let this be our commitment: 

Not only will be bani!\h crime and violence from our streets, but we will 

create new opportunities and give new life to the hopes that are at the 

heart of America's history. 

We know victory will. not be won ov~rnight. We are engaged in a long struggle 

against waves of drugs and violence rushing at us from all directions. But we are 

determined to tum the tide. We will wage the battle neighborhood by neighborhood, 

street by street, park by park -- in the c1<Uisroom and in the courtroom -- until every 

American· is safe and secure. 

Thank you, and good afternoon. 
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BREAKING THE CYCLE OF VIOLENCE: 
MAKING CALIFORNIA SAFE 

'California Organization of Police and Sheriffs 
Burbank, California ' 
December'13, 1993 

To the law enforcement officers in this room, I extend my respect. In a world of 

legal, social, and politicaicomplexities, you are the individuals who day in and day out 

confront on our hazardous streets the male\'olence and rancor resulting from 

government's failure to address crime. 


" , 

That you continue your work with such vigor and valor isatesiament to your 

dedication and self-discipline .. ~ and the imperatin of our continuing support. 


My father was a'prosecuting attorney. My 'grandfather was a San Francisco 

police, captain. Honor and support for the men in blue were instinctive to the dinner 

conversations in our home~ 


, , 
" . . . . 

And to the fa~i1ies here who have felt the vicious lash of crime, I say to you what 

comes instinctively to any mother or grandmother. My heart goes out to you in your 

grief and sorrow. You symbolize in' a way nothing else can the imperative for this 

society rising in outrage to neutralize those who prey on us. 
 --------'" 

.,We will, not be able to educate our children. To • 
, create new jobs. 'To relish the joy offnmily and community " "Between 1970 and 1992, " 
unless those who abuse us are stopped, corrected, or ' the violent crime rate' in ' 
'permanently put away. 'California rose 134 

percent"
I share :your indignation that crime has blatantly 

, marched toward our very doontepswhile the leadership of 
, our ,state and nation ha~'e dithered and procrastinated~ , • 

This is too tragic an area to 'engage in political symbolism .. When a 14 year old 
, boy is 'blown away by a .357 Magnum, that is not a statistic anymore. That child will 
never get to see his fifteenth birthday. He\vill never go to his high-school prom or grow 

, to raise a family of his own. 

Between 1970 and 1992, the violent crime rate in California rose 134 percent. . ' 

, 

12233 W: Olympic Blvd., Suite 158 • Los Angeles. California 9006A 
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In fBtt, so many people are murdered eacb year in Los Angeles County tbat the 
coroner's office no longer stores the dead in body bags. . At S35 or more per bag, ir 
would cost too much. So instead, victims of gunshots and· other violence are wrapped in 
sheets of translucent plastie~ each precut by County Jail inmates on work furlough. . 
Because one roll or plastic can accommodate as many as 60 corpses at a cost of $60, the 
stare calls the program 'tBuck-a-body!' It's testimony to how numb we've become .. 

. .. . " . .'. ., 

But nothing bas been more disturbing and more shocking than the increase in 

crimes committed by young people: between 1986 and 1991, the number of juveniles 

arrested for homicide in California more than doubled, robbery arrests increased 61 

percent, and felony assault arrests increased7S percent .. 


WI5A 
We have faUen intoanever~ending cycle of 

"If we aTe eve, going to feel. . violence, where one crime begets another and 
safe again,i/ we aTe ever another, each more serious than the last.· One gang 
going to live our lives without· shooting provokes another. A heroin addict commits . 
fear, we must break this cycle .... a burglary to get money for his next fix. A child 
of violence. " who is afraid of being attacked on the way to school 

. carries a gun and accidentally kills a classmate •. 
a.ug M...........' 


If we are ever going to feel safe again, if we . 

are ever going to live our lives without fear, we must break· this cycle of violence .. 


"Prevention" has become 'a loaded word in tbe·debate over crime. There are 
those who portray prevention as an alternative to -- even the opposite of ­

. "punisbment." Tbey deride those who promote prevention as "soft on crime:· ' 

But I saytbat punishment - iCadministered properly _. is a form of prevention, 

and that the only way to break the cycle of violencebthrough prevention. ' 


In no area is this more trUe than ju,'enne crime. 

Our' juvenile justice· system teaches. kids· they wiU, not. be held accountable for 

their actions. 


Consider this: according to the Rand Corporation, the average age of arrest in 
California is 17, but. the average age of first commitment to prison Is 26. In other 
words, young offenders are allowed an a\'erage of 9 years of criminal activity before 

. tbey are really punished ror the first. time .. By the time the system begins to hold them 
accountable for their actions, they're well past the point of no return in their careers • 

.We must prevent future crimes by telling them that they will be held accountable, . 
right from the start. 

2 
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lIte six key elements to a comprehensive strategy for attacking crime and· 
breaking the cycle of violence. 

First, we must prevent people - especiaUy juvenUes - from committing their 

first crime, usin& education, treatment, and by offering them better a1tematives. 


Second,we must prevent first·tlme or Don-violent offenders. - especially juveniles 
from turning to more serious crimes by punishing criminals the first time they break 

. the law,and making them understand that their behavior will have immedJate 
consequences~ 

Third, we must prevent many violent crimes by fundamentally overhauling our 
. gun laws. . 

Fourth,we must prevent criminal activity by increasing the number of police on 

the streets. Tougher laws wlll not accomplish anything if there are not enough cops to 

enforce them~ .. . . 


. Fifth, we must prevent crime by doing a better job of using the correctional 

system to break the tyc)e of violence. 


And finally, we must prevent violent offenders from committing more crimes by 
keeping them. in prison. If they use· every opportunity they have to commit another 

. crime, common sense says, stop giving them those opportunities. 

PREVENT· THE FIRST CRIME 
. . . 

•My plan starts with the determination to prevent people....: espeeiaUy kids - from 
. committing their first crime, because other, more serious, more violent crimes are sure 

to fonow~ ,. . 


Very often, these first crimes are drug, al<:ohol, or 

gramti.related. And very oftent these crimes are tbe, opening 
 .. "My plan starts with tile 
act in the cycle of ever-increasing violence. . determination to.prevent 

people·- especially kids 
. Drugs are the main reason our crime rate is ' . - from committing their 

increasingt our streets are unsafe, and our jails are first crime, because 
ove.rcrowded. . .. other, more serious, 

more violent crimes are 
Roughly 90 percent of aU property crimes in the state sure to follow. " 

.. are drug-related. Glenn Levant, the director of DARE- . 

America, estimates that California's 200,000 heroin addicts 

each commit an average of three crimes every day to support 

.their habits•. 


3 
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Breakbig the cycle of violence starts with an effective, meaningful war on drugs 

and alcohol. !. ' 


. j 
i 	 . . '. . . . 
I. 	 '. , . 

In many cases, drug use ,can be prevented, and wben we do so, we will also be 

, preventing' other crimes. ' 


Anti-drug educatIon programs like DARE and SANE work,' but there aren't 

enough of them to go around. Anti-drug education should .betaugbt in every public, 

school in the state, and students shouldparticipateio them as often a.possible. We . 

cannot expect.that aD' anti-drug dass taught·'in 6th grade wOl still be effective three 

years later. " 


• • . Most anti-drug education programs are now' 
, ' 

,. funded either by the federal.government, the counties or , . "In many casa, drug use 
can be prevented, and by private benefacton. The state used to provide about 

530 million a year,' but that funding was .eliminated. in ' when we do so, we wiU' 
also be preventing other 1991. I propose we restore the funding, and boost it to 

. 550 mil1ion. .crift1eS." , 

The scbools should also provide the first line of= 	 iW'f" 

defense against gangs .. There. are many reasons kids 

join gangs. But one of the mostimportantone5 is thattbey, have nothing better to do •. 


. Twenty yean ago, every neighborhood had after-school programs. Most of those' 
bave been eliminated through funding cuts -- cuts that cost us far more than they saved. 
So I propose that we provide 575 million'in state funding for after-school programs run 

,. 	 by the schools. ,Both the anti-drug education and the after-school programs would be 
fmanced through the 13 percent cutin school administrative spending that I outlined a 
few weeks ago as part of my school. reform plan. ' 

. , . , . . . :'. . ' . ". . " .' . 

, . And finaDy, I want to return to ..the old-fashioned idea that kids shouldn't be out 

at all houn of the.nlght. On two recent night patrols with the LAPD, I saw dozens of 


. youngsters wandering through the streets, drinking alcohol, looking for trouble. , ' 

, " 	 . . , . . , . . 

,Kidsbave DO ,business being outOD the streets that late. We should impose and 
enforce real curfews on children 17 and under. This is Clearly a lotal decision, but I 
propose that cities look to Norwalk as a model. In that cily, kids out on the streets after . 
10 p.m. are picked up and given citations with a fine of 550 to 5675, which can be paid· 
or worked off with community service •. 

Since they began enforcing the program in January, gang-related crime is down 

3S percent, and drive by shootings are down 75 percent. And, only about 5 percent of 


. the kids picked up by the program are repeat offenden. Clearly, tbey get the message: 

youwiIJ be beld accountable. 


4 
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. PUNISH.THEFIRST OFFENSE 

.. But prevention and education have their limits. And so now I turn to the second 

pan of my plan. We must break the cyde of violence by creating a criminal Justice 

system that punishes offenders the rarst time they violate the law, instead of waiting until 

their second, third, or fourth offense •. 


In no· area is this more true than drugs andgraftiti. The law now gives drugs 

and graffiti offenders at least one "free pass" the first time they are caught. The 

reasons have some merit -- our prisons are already overcrowded, and people shouldn't 

be ruined for making one mistake. But this· policy helps perpetuate the tyde of violence, 

and so it's time to change the law. . 


So, t propose we create a statewide system of boot camps for non·violent juvenile 

and adult offenders •. Next year, the legislature will acton two correctional facility bond 

bills providing about 5900 million tor prison construction. I will propose that some of 


. . that money be used to build boot camps~ These boot camps, like a successful one DOW 

operating in Lake Hughes, wiD do more than incarcerate. 
They will teach discipline, they wiD punish, and they will fa 
continue to monitor the offenders for a period of time after ­

"We must break the cycle"they are released. Most imponant, they '\ill hold people 
. of violence by creating a accountable for their actions~ 

criminal justice System that 
punishes offenders theflrstAnyone sentenced to one year or less tor specified non· . 

. time they violate the law, .violent offenses like drug possession, graffitivandaUsm, or 
instead .of waiti'nguntiltheRwiU be sent to these facilities "or when· appropriate, to 

.. their . second, third, .orthe Ensley·RitediscipliDaryacademies I proposed as part of 
fourth offense. " my school reform pJan. . . 

Once we have "built these boot Hcampssind disciplinary". r 'M.. 

schools, we will implement a new sentencing policy which . 

guarantees that all drug offenders serve time, even for the fint offense. The minimum 

sentence will be 90 days. In no cases will the sentences be lower than they are now. 

The message will be clear: every t~me you violate the law. there ",'m-be consequences. 


" .' . . 

Now I know that some people will wonder about the cost of this program. But 

consider tbis: many. if not most, drug offenders now come through the system two, . 

three, or four times in a year. Many also turn to more serious erime to support their 

habits and end up in jail. 
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Both in the short term and the Jong term, it is cheaper to deal with these drug 

offenders the first time they're caught .- wIth a' rea) sentence, and with drug treatment -­

than it is to arrest, prosecute, and intarcerate them when they repeat their crimes a few 

days. or weeks later. And this calculation does not even take into account the cost to 

.society of all the crimes they. commit in the process. 

Graffiti must be treated the same way. Graffiti is often the first step on the road . 

. to gang violence. When we do not punish the offenders ~. as is now the case -we miss 

a critical opportunity' to break the cycle of violence.' 


So, I propose we punish taggen starting with the : 'wwe 

first time they're caught. Kids ~ught tagging would have' "In .order to reinlorce tlte
. an option - either they can go through the criminal justice .' message that graffiti vandalism 
system, and if they're found guilty, they would face certain isll serious offense and IIIQJ
time in a boot camp, or they can opt to partiCipate in an ... ­ everyone will he held
alternative punishment program. Ilccountablelor thei,. actions, I 

propose titat In addition to
Modeled after Orange County'. very successful serving time, convicted taggers 

,jShortstop" program, which bas a 90 percent success rate, should have their driver's
this proposal would require taggen to acknowledge guilt, licenses suspended for up to 
perform community service, involve parents, and learn . one year. " 
about the realities of prison and gang life. Because it would 
. bypass the court process, which costs an average' of $20,000 · ,....
per case, the program would save money. .' 

In order to reinforce the message that graffiti vandalism is a serious offense and . 

that everyone will be held accountable for· their adions. I propose that in addition to 

serviD~time, convicted taggersshould have thelrdriver's licenses suspended for up to . 

one year •. 


. FinaDy, we should recogniz~ that gang graffiti .causes violence. Graffiti isa way 

for gang members to mark turf, and it is often a death warrant for rival gang members 


.. claiming the same territory. So I propose that graffiti generated by criminal street gang 
members be an automatic felony. Breaking the cycle of violence .,,·iU require this kind of 
aetion. 

'STOP GUN VIOLENCE 

After preventing early criJ:iJinal behavior with edUcation, and responding 

aggressively to even first offenses, the third step in a comprehensive crime plan is 

recognizing that guns dramatically increase the lenI of violence in this society. 
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I see eight fundamen:tal changes that should be made In our state's gun laws. 
, 	 . . . - .'. . . 

First, and foremost, we must totally ban thepossessiOD, manufacture, and sale of 
all assault weapons, as wen as. high-volume magazines, clips, and belt·feeding devices . 

see . The 1989 Assault Weapon law left an enormous 
.. loophole • .: it only banned a select list of weapons. . It."We must totally ban the 

also allowed people who purchased their guns before. the . possession, mtlnu/acluTe, 
law went into efrect·to keep them. . . and sale of 1111 assault . 


weapons; as wtll as high. 

. I know there are some dtizens who own these .volume magazines, clips 

weapons and use them legaUy,who will ~bjed to this and belt-jeeding devices. " 
proposal. To them I say, we must choose between your 

-_*.alWIlBllllIEIiI__IlllliwiIlllllill!__.-_ desire to hunt with assault weapons and society's need to 
. prohibit the mass distribution of weapons whose main 

purpose Is to massacre human beings. . . 

The choice Is easy. We must ban them. 
. '. '. '.. 

: ". .. ' 

Second, we must increase the penalties for illegal possession of a loaded firearm. 
Under current law, it is a felony to illegally poss.ess a sock fuUof sand •• otherwise 

,. 	 known as a sap - or a stick witb tape at the end of it - otherwise know as a billy. It 
is also a felony to possess brass knuckles and knives of a certain length. . But, it is only 
a misdemeanor to iUegallypossess a loaded firearm. This just,doesn't make sense.· We 

. must make it a fdony for anyonetoiUegally possess a loaded firearm .. · 

, ·Third, we must recognize tbatin tbehands of a gang member, a' gun is a 

. particularly dangerous threat. I propose we establish a minimum sentence of three 


years with no possibility of probation for members of criminal street gangs who carry 

firearms. . . 


Fourth, we must make it a feJonyto knowingly. furnish, sen, or possess a stolen 
· firearm; People who traffic in stolen guns· are almost certain to use them for criminal .. 

purposes.. And yet, possession of a stolen gun is treated tbe same -as possession of any 

· otber stolen property. Making the penalty more severe will help break the cycle of 

· violence by allowing us to severely punish the offender before the gun is used . 


. Fiftb, when people knowingly furnish or sell stolen firearms, we should bold tbem 
criminally liable when crimes are committed with those guns. They are accessories .to 
tbose crimes, and must be . treated .as such. . 

Sixtb, we must ban tbe possession, sale, and manufacture of ammunition like the 
.... Black Talon, which are designed to maximize bodily injury. While the Black Talon bas 

'been withdrawn from tbe market,other, virtually identical ammunition bas not been .. . 	 . 

7 
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Seventh, I propose that California impose a 15 percent excise tax on all gun and 
ammunition sales, and allocate all the revenues for and-gun and anti-gang programs. 
According to the Board of Equalization, this would generate 530 miUion a year. 

Finally, tbe current federal system for Ilcensing firearms dealers is a joke. For a 
, 530 license fee, virtually anyone without a criminal record can get the right to buy and 
,nil unlimited numbers of guns with little fear of scrutiny.' Only about 20 percent of 
licensed dealerS have actual stores. The rest do business at home, in their ears, or at , ' 

, gun shows, virtually unrestricted. ' 

So I propose that tbe federal government radically reform its licensing system by" 
increasing fees and by granting licenses only to those dealers who have a legitimate 
retaU place of business. ' ,,' , 

MORE POLICE ONOUR STREETS, " . 

The fourth part of my plaDto break the cycle of violence is to increase the' 
, number of police on the streets. Ifwe are to put a real ' dent in crime, we must have a 
larger, community-based presence on the streets of California. Police presence matters. 
It deters crime and it increases the likelihood that those who break the law wiD be 
caught.. 

ME 	 F@ There are a number of important things we can 
"Police, presence matters. do to bave a real impact in tbis area. First, I will work' 
It, dete,s crime' an.d it.' with President CHnton to ensure that Congress enacts 
in.creases tile, likelihood' '. his proposal to fund 100,000 Dew police officers, and I 
that those who break the will fight to see tbat California receh'es it fair sbareof 
law win be caught." , 	 the 'new funding. That program would pay for over 

10,000 badly needed officers in the state~ 

__________I11III-. " Second, I wiD work with local communities to , 

, .. '. ensure that Proposition 172 funds are used for police 

and Dot lost In budgetary sheU games., . 


Third, I propose prompt .attion on legislation exte~diDg and reforming the state's, 
asset seizure law. The current law, which is a valuable tool'Cor law enforcement in its 
figbt against drug criminals, is set to expire on January lst.Thislawprovides 'over 530 ' 
million a year to law enforcement agencies, and should be quickly renewed. . 

. 	 .' 

But putting more police officers on our streets ,isn't the wbole picture. Unless we 
build' deeper ties between tbe police on the streets and tbe communities tbey serve, these 
officerswiU never be as effective as they could be. ' 

8 
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'. 

Community policing Is an idea whose time bas come agaJn. I say "again" 

because this was the only type of policing my grandfather knew when be served as an 

officer in the San Francisco police force. Community poUcing builds mutual respect 

between the police and the people tbey serve, and will help mak~ our communities safe 

again. . 


COMMON SENSE CORRECTIONS 

. .. Tbe fifth part of my plan recognizes that we have to do a better job of USing .our 

prisons and Jails as critical instruments to help break the cycle of violence .... 


We know that drug addiction and alcoholism are precursors of criminal activity. 
As many as 85 percent of state prisoners have a substance abuse problem. To break the· 
link between substance abuse and crime, I propose that we require treatment for aU . 
prisoners who are convicted· of drug or alcohol-related crimes~ I would model. this 
program after ones cr.-eated in Texas and New York. 

. :. .. ' '. ,'.,' , 

Though It is in its infancy, early reports suggest the Texas program bas cut. tbe 
.. recidivism ratesbarply. In other words, the program pays for itself~ . 

We also know tbotiUiteracy is a precursor to 'S 


criminal activity. The average stote prisoner reads at ' 

"We should start requl1mga 6th grade level. So I propose that we start a pilot 
criminals WllO are able to do so to program requiring illiterate convicts to Jearn to read 
pay the 122,000 annual cost ofwhile they srein prison: The issue here is very 
tlleir own incarcerationsimple: if we release somebody who does not have tbe 
Taxpayers paying to incarceratemost important skin needed to hold a job, we'd better 
criminals like Charles·. Keating expect that they'll return to crime. We should test . 
and Joe Hunt of ti,e Billionaire this program with non-violent offenders -- let's stop 
Boy's· Club just doesn't makethem before they turn to violence. 
sense and II should SlOp. " 

There are two other things we should do to 

toughen our corrections system .- both are just . 

common sense •.. 


. Firstt I propose that we· end conjugal visits for aD prisonen•. Only seven other . 

states allow unsupervised overnight \'isits. According tocorrectionalofftcers, thesevisirs 

Bre the main route for illicit drugs coming into the prison system. Eliminating them 

would dose off tbis route and save the taxpayers at least 53 million; money that could be 

used to fi~ance the reading programs. . . 


"' 




DEC-13-93 MON 10:02 KATHLEEN BROWN COMMITTEE 3102077612 P. 11 
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There is another reason to end conjugal visits: a number of prisoners are 

fatherIng cblldnn who end up on welfare. I was outraged to learn tbat Tex Watson -­

follower of Cbarles Manson, and the convided murderer of actress Sharon Tate -- has 

fatbered three children while in prison, aU of whom have been reported to be on 

welfare. We must stop this abuse of the taxpayers and the correctional system. 


Finally, we should start requiring criminals who are able to do so to pay the 

522,000 annual cost of their owninC8rceration. If they can afford it, and ~t wontt throw 

their famDles on welfare, they should pay. Taxpayenpayingto incarcerate criminals 

like Charles Keating and Joe Hunt of the Billionaire Boy's Club Just doesn't make sense, 

and it should stop. 


PREVENT. VIOLENT CRIMES 

The sixth and final part of my plan addresses our response to the most violent 

among us. 


First, r support attThree Stri~es and You're Outfflaw requiring people who have 

committed three violent felonies to be locked up for Ufe. With these repeat offenders, 

the only way to break the cycle of violence is to remove them from society -:- and take 


· away their opportunity to commit ~ore crimes.• 

I also support "Truth in Sentendng" proposals requiring violent felons to serve 

at least 8S percent of the time to which they've been sentenced, instead of allowing them 

to cut their time in h,:,lf through good behavior and work programs. 


The incredible plague of violence committed by Wi • • 
juveniles also demands that we reexamine the way we "Isupporl Q "Three Strikes.and 
prosecute violent young offenders. Despite our best .. . . You're Out"· law requiring 
efforts, some minors will continue to commit crimes. people who have committed 

· We must· treat them the same way we treat adults who three·. violent· felonies to be· 
· . won't learn the lesson. -- by locking tbem up. Sixteen. locked up for life. " 

year olds who commit murder aren't chi1dren. . 
. ... . 

. '. . . " . 

To do that, we must make it easier to try as -------------­
adults those minors accused of violent crimes. Under 
current practice, juveniles aged 16 and 17 must go through fitness hearings before tbey 
can be tried as adults, and younger offenders canDot be tried as adults. I propose that 
we give district att.orneys the discretioD to prosecute as adults minors aged 16 and 17 
accused of violent crimes. I also propose that we allow 14 and 15 year old offenders 
accused of violent crimes to be tried as adults after they have undergone fitness 

· hearings. 

10 
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Flnally~ It Is time to treat cbildabuse as the violent crime it really is, deserving of 
, the same penalties as other comparable forms of ,-iolence. To that end, we must enact a 

"homicide by abuse" statute that would allow us to punish for fint degree murder 

someone who kills a child by repeatedly abusing him or her. ' 


Twelve states have already ,enacted such a statute. California should join them., 

Violence is overwhelming our state. ,And yet, there are those who insist on 

reducing crime to, a few slogans aDd litmus tests. Later today, 'many of the reporten in 

this rooni will tall the Governor'soffice for comment. They know, and I know, what 

the Governor wiD say. Even though the plan I unveiled today contains 33 proposals, aU 

of them aImed directly at the problem of violence, the Governor will try to focus your, 

attention on th~ death pena1tymstead. ' 


, . .' .,.. 

But he~eis the truth about that issue: Regardless or my peDonal beliefs or the 

Governor's personal beliefs, regardless of how politicians try to 'use, this Issue, the death 

penally is the ;Iaw of this stat~ and I will enforce It. " 


There ~s no difference between Kathleen Brown and Pete' Wilson when it comes to 
, enforcing the :death penalty. , 

i 

And so; I'say to my friends in the press corps: after 

you hear the comment you already know you're going to , 
 '''There is no difference 
hear, ask the Governor a few questions. Ask him whether he , between Kathleen Brown 
supports a to(al ban on assault weapons used to massacre and· Pele Wilson when it ' 
innocent people and bullets that form flesh-ripping jagged comes to en/orcing, the 
edges when they enter someone's body. Ask him whether he death penalty. " 
supports man~atory sentences for fint·time drug offenders, 

, and funding for anti.drug education to save our kids. Ask' 
, him ",hether, fte believes California is a safer place than it was three yean ago. 

. -j .. • 

, AS'is the 'case with other,serious problems that are moving California backward 

instead of fOr1vsrd; Pete \Vilson has not provided leadenbip. His tenure hjls be,en ' 

marked by p~ssivity, ,timidity, and indeCision. 


, Strong'leadership and forceful solutions are our only hope of restoring our sense 
of personal safety. Weneed action that will bring relief now, in our time. We can't ' 
wait any longer. Crime is draining the joy of our chUdren, our jobs, and our homes. 
We want our communities back now. We want to stop the multiplies(ion of misery and 
grieving parents. Of lost children. or outlaws threatening our police and intimidating 
our citizens. ',We must stop it DOW. , ' . 

Thank you very much. 
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" "',··THE' ·PRJ!lSIDE.NT: '. It~,snic'e'to be <back: in. cali'forn1a~ , 
'It's nice to:behere in selmont ..,.:'I't's'n1ceto,)e:here'it t, 

carlmont'Hiqh School. ,(APpl~use.)'" I',m 'honored I~obe the ·t:irst. >' 
\ ' President ,·to come 'here.': And ,'itt's only fair 'that I ,'came here to 

, see ',your principal;' silice ~e didJ1::' t"qet It() come:' and see ,me. " 
(Applause,')"" -" " ' , ' ' ," " I 

, • • I ". , ' 
, • " ,'/,1 

,.1 " ' .' ,Now', that 'shouid 'not be' i~'terpr~ted as a'sign "of", . ~ 
'. :dissa,tisfi~ction "Wi~h, tlle:l,~~y who:, got, to'~~,t'he,p;rinC1P,alioft,ne .' 
.,yei!r;, but, he would have made an 'awful.qoqd on~ •. '. (Laughter. ) And. . 

'he'sounds to, me like :the,pt1neipal ,of theyear,her:e'" '(Applaus'e.)··
" •••• ,,' \ I I ' .' " ',' .,' • .' ", : II ", ' 

) 
t ,', • \,..'.' 0' .• ;' ' . • j' , '., ,'. i' A I .' '. ~ ~ , ,.' , • . " \", 

, , ".' ,I ·want to, say' how very honored' ,I ,am to be 'here 'with, 
,.a1.1Qf'yo.u., 1-, ·t~l~k Mayor Riand,; for 'her~~lcome;Ma,yor-Da'v,idS '. 
,'·for what ~e sa1d •. I"tha,nk ,thein. ft:J'r. t~ei,r; :leadersb1~ .nd their, 
,devotion ,to, pUbl~cservice ,at the ',qrass root:slevel,' where al 0 "" 
many Of. our ,problem~ 'and! challenqes :h~veto.:bemet'~ ,,' •.• ; ....., 

",I '. 

... ," , ' . .. 'I 'thankcoll<Jressman Lantos' "and .congresswoman'· Bsh-OO, .. " .. 
I, . > fo,r n:ot 'only bEfinq-'my,fr1'ends:but for their'eitraor.dinary ser.v,ice. '" '.." , ,". ~ . ,( '\

in washington. ,I can tell you'that,there' is this' popular, . 
", feeling,' I, think, ,that ·nearly everybody who qoes 'off~ tp .', . " " , . 

Washinqton,,:b:as sometlting, bad happen ,to' themi!ndforgets 'about' the" ',. ' 
.f,'folksb'ack·home,'';'';'' theY,do'·not.' .'Andthey,represent,.y()u well, ,and',,', 

.:'you 'should be ve,ry 'proud of;;them'~ ·(APplause,~') . " ' :) 
. . .' ., ~ ". .: \ . . .' . ',~ " . ' ~., . . .. . . . , . ' .; :,) " 

'. ' .,' I : 

", :', Itmais9yery Pl,eased .tabe joinedtoda'Yby~yo.ur, 
state: Treas,ure~ Kathleen ~·Br.oWn,.' ,( Applause •.):,' And, your" State ,', ". ". 

, Insurance' Commi~sioner John Garamen,d:L' '(Applause.,)' ''l'hank ,.you:"
"John. (~pplause,l' '.' .. (,'" ,,_,'J ',: ,", 

, ',':' .; \ 
'Ii, ' 'f .' ,: ~ .' A 


.,' . ,1. " .. ' r. '," " . " ."' . 


, ',,;I I d ?li~'e! to introd~c~ oneotherper~on,· too I who is',"', 

'.' '. my ::partner: ~ in th.~se) -,'eduo.clt1on· e:ndeavors ," a .'~orme~ 'colleague' of; ,,' 1..
1 

"mine and former Governor of vermont and, now, the ',Deputy secretary" 
o( EdUl?ation{co~e' all. ·the way. from 'washinq'ton,w1th me today, ".',' 

.' , 
. , .. ,GOvernor ,~ad'ele1ne' iKUlli,ri ~', :.(APpr~U~se. J .pieas~'niake: ber ~;~e,l, ' . , 

: welc~me., (Applaus\!,.)"" ,"', J.' '. ' '. ....:' .. ,,' ,l' 

:, \ " 

" ~. '", , \ ,,' I" want ,to say a .lit.tle 'mdr'e, "ab~ut,' fj'en,atof Fe~iistein ' ". 

" in a mom~nt, ,in.,.qonnection with '~his worJt, but I appreciate what ' 


she said' today. . . " ,.,' .. ~ ':" ' 

: " J '" • • 

\ _ . .. •. ' .', ,'" '" ..',' '.,,'/ ,,' \~ • I,' ,~: , :,'_, : I' , \ " "',' :'; , -t , 

I', " "', . But·let ,me beq1i)by say1rigthat"as '~11' 'of'you ",know',' ,. 
, , 

, 'I ~ :had theoppor,ti).ril,tyto·.spenc:.\ a,C]reat.deai! 'o£"~ime' 1hthis, .. ' ' 
<,magnif:lcent sta:te>c,f_ yours a ,couple.: of ; years ago.' .: 'A.."ldsince.I: ' 

, 'have ,been ,president!'I thirik.'I I ve been· b'ack here'a 7do%en times ",'. 
"' '.' ' . 

i )':ve work~&:'on the,' ,E!merqenc1es 'for: .CalifOrnia, iike the' ",. : 
. 'e~rtllquake andthEf fires';., I've',Worked o'n tryiri9~,to, qetthe; ,:. 

,economy ofthi's' state 90~l1q ,aq.ain ,,-,;.'·to,'sellcomputers: overseas i , 
. to ,s'ell,,\:he.·farmers,' rice, to Jap'an f,or;the' first' time;':' to 'start, " 
,the ship buildinq .1ndustryinth'esouthern part of' ,the state; to, '. 

I I , • ~ , " ' ,\ ,'\ J,. "" '.' ,".

" help th~' defense, conyersi,on momentum really get going' her,e so we 
'" ,could build a lQt· of jobs out of·' this defen~e, downs'1z1nq·and' not' 

I, ,. just lose them.' '.' ":,'" " ,", "':, ",' ','," 
, \ " { .. " '; " ; ,,\ 

J'" ' 
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I've tried to do things that would help you deal 
with the crime and the immigration problems -- real, concrete 
steps, not just talk about it. Ten thousand more police officers 
will come to Ca11forn1a under the Crime Bill. We have doubled 
the number of immigration officers along the southern border of 
the state. we've begun to have a real impact in dealing with the 
problem of illegal immigration. 

But what I want to say to you is that over the long 
run, if we are qoing to have a bright future for the. people of 
the United States, and if california is gOing to work -- and it 
can work, you look around at the students here, look at all the 
different ways tbey found to say welcome to me up there - ­
(Applause.) If this country is going to work, and th1s state is' 
going to work, then schools like this school have to work all 
across America. We have to prove that there .1s strength, not 
weakness, in our diversity. 

We have to prove that all children can learn. And 

we have to prove that 'with all the changes that we're going

through in America today, we can st11l give our kids an old­

fashioned, safe. upbringing and a good education, because that is 

the key to the fut.ure of the global economy. (APplause. ) . 


One of the least known stories, perhaps, of the 
recent concluded session of congress is that it was the best 
session for education in at least three d.ec:ades. (Applause.)
That's worth clapping for. I appreCiate that. (Applause.) This 
Congress expan~ed the Hea~ start proqram, makinq more children 
eligible an~ making younger children eligible. This congress
passed the Goals 2000 bill, writing into national law our 
national education goalS, worl~ class standards; and saying that 
we would help to develop means of measuring whether we're meeting
those standards, but emphasizing that education reform has to 
come from the grass roots, school by school. 

Just a couple of days 8g0 I signed the Elementary 

and Secondary Education Act, which dramatically reduces the 

federal regulations telling schoolS how to spend the money we 

give them to helP ki~s who need extra help in schools, and 

encourages schools to do things that will actually prove that 

children can learn without regard to their raCial or economic 

background. (Applause.) . 


The bill also, as Senator Feinstein said, helps to 

support the safe schools initiative and promotes the concept of 

character education when basic civic values to be taught' in the 

schools are developed at the community level. 


we also passed a bill for young people who don't go 
to college but do want to 9.et good educationi an apprenticeship
bill to help every state in the country develop a system to 
guarantee that even those who don't go to co1feqe will have a 
chance to get some further education and traininq andqet a good
job with ,a prospect of a growing income. (Applause.) 

Finally and perhaps most important, we dramatically
reorganized the system by which the national government makes 
col1eqesloans available, not only to low-income but also to 
middle class young,people. (Applause.) 

. One of the things that's always bothered me in the 
last couple of years. is seeing the cost of a college ~ducation go 
up faster than any other essential part of a family's budget, 
even more rapidly than health care costs. In my own state I saw 

. young people start college and then drop out because they either 
couldn't get loans or they were convinced they would never be 
able to repay them. 

. Then I saw young people get out of college with big
debt and take jobs that paid higher wages, not because ~hey 
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" , 	 '," ';,i 	 . ,/' . : ' ;', , .,,,i . " 
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•want~d' them ,but' becau~e'they 'wereafraid' they.cou~dni t,affora"to, 
, do something they really _wanted't~ do~ 11k,e ,worxw1,th,' people 1:n" 

" \thf! c,ouUuun1ty. to 11,e1p 'kidsqe,t abe~ter, stcp;t, or be: scnool 
~''teachers '.Or ,po11ceoffi~ers' or ,do ,other' th,1n~s, pecause, tbey w~r,~,:" '. 

; , ,afraid theY',cp)llcl',ne"er,,'r,epay their'college~oans. " 
, .~. .' ".. '. 	 .. I i 

'.. • 	 • 1 • . , , ~ 

, , , ,.'un~er this system"iyau won'thav'e t'o"w¢n::;ryabou:e, :'r, 

, ,that anymore' when you become of;, age .an~, you get ,out C?f hiqh' ",' ", 
school.' You I II be able' 1;:0 choose" to .bO,rro~, money, and .pay, i't ,back 

,over a 'longe~peri,()d~of t.ime at ,a lower ,illter.est':rate' as'8, ' ,
,/ , " 

'percent:aqe of ~yotirincome, so that i~ .you;choose 'to serve the: ,,' 
< t 	 ' 

public' and 'you choose\:no~'to,get >rich, ,you at, \le~stwo,n,\' toe, 
! driv,eninto' tHe: p()ol;'h'ouse by th~ c~st of"your'colleqe, ,educ~;t1on' ,\'" , " 

(ApplCluse!)' ", '"" '\ , "",,' '" I"r".'j 
''', \ 

, : ,," ,', 'The l'Clst 'thinq,the' congress'did'~as. td, 'pa:s~' 8 
" ,proqram' 'that"s" already':~b'e1nq felt' he:r;,e in California'l'the -,. ~, ' 

natichla'i service ',program, \ Alner1Corps, to ~ive young people ,the' iV, I 

'chance 'to serve their communities and earn money for, their ' I, r 

"colleqe "edueation; ;,';t'hi'syear " 20;000, you~gA.mericansared61ng' " " , 

, ,it) ',year after.' :~next ' 100 ','000: ,younqADler1c;ans 'aredo1nq i t,~"If' the 
" 

,","conqreSS"~111co,nt1nu:e,'t6,suPpo,tt,,,it, ,t am.'convinced, w. can have '~ 

, asmanY"8s: 8 half a, million' you~9 Americans p.aying ,tl'leirway" to, 
.....: ,'college by :solviriq!the,!problems of,: this country one :on~on~; , ; ; 

, ,p~rson bY'Per'son, 'at the grass' root!!.'lev,el a1t" acr()s,s~ ADuaric,a., ' ", 
, 'v 

, And I ,thank: the congress for, that record of education reform.,',', " 
(Applaus'e.) , _ "" >~. ' " ' '\, '" 	 , ,I J ~I, , ' ' ' 	 ",., 

'. , ". ", : l, • l I • -r' 	 ,I .' . ' . 

, , " , , Now ,havlncjsa1d that,: let me i69me' to the point.: : 

" ,;'Educa~ion '81:;11'1' does not ,occur in Wash'ing-ton. cS;ducati¢n occurs 


,'sehool by school ~ classlbYC1asS; student b;ystuden't'~ ': 'The maqic" 
:0£' education ,1's in·,..,hat :happens 'between ,the teachers and" the ' 
" :; studen~s f ' what, the"t:ole 'o'f the'p~'inc:ipal is, wnet,herthe parents',: ,J, 

, 	 ar~,supportiv,e at home., what is go1:ng on ins'ide. the,st'udent. ' " 

None of, that can happen in an a~mosphete' of ,fear. " ' ,,' 
 " 	 I 

. , ,: . ( ',: :"" '" ~ '.. \, . ' . " ~ ! '[ . .' " , " '. .' . ~ , -'; i :.......,.. t. ,i " . 


, " ,'Weall, Jc.now"stories f 'horl:'lble stories of,children 

, , "being 'shot orcu'torterrotized~ "When ::t was in, California last', ',', 


" year ,'I did a ,town' ,meeting and' a young' man fromNorthern,: ': 

"~'ali:fornia tolp me: 'that he' ,and, his bto.ther, changec1.schoo.ls ',:,' '(" 

, 	 ,. '., - ." . , -. .' /,,' I \', . 

ii,' because they thought the scbool they, were in was , so :danqerous. 

" \'Arid 'then"when, they J:inedup' to,reqist'el~, 1nth,e new "school they"" " 


. ":.,thought, was safer ~,:som,ebody just, came, in ,the school door and sliot, 
his br,oth~r I ,standinqr1qht 'there in>11b.e to req,ister.: 'He, just
'happene,d, to be ',1~ ~he w:r;onq. place. "; ",",' " , 

, \ 

, , , 'YOU ~ouid'not believe,' the letters I ge't from,'" 

~h11dren of' a1"l', aqe's, beqging me"to do' something :ab6ut, ,the 
 I , ' 


\' : ' 


'vi01encethat;~terrori'zes ,their l1ves. Jou may have seen me read',' 
!, a lett'er'that ,I ,got fronlayounq 'man from,'New Orleans', when the,", 


, Crime 'B;illwas be1n9de~atec3.~' who ,said, "II'I'know, you can~d.o,,' ' :" 

, something,ab,out crime ; arid :t,'a~ fr~3Jh~~ned,; ,That ,youngm,an was 
 , 	 'III 

'shot a coupl.e of: weeks,;a.fterhewrote :~lettE!rtom,e,~,. ' 
',' I.' I', 1 'j: :,.' . 

._f'
'. . ,-' '. " _ . ". I 

, " ,'.'IqO,t".8 :let:terJ'8f,t~r ,the-Crime B~ll 'wa,s 'signed from , 
the ,s,on' of, 'afrienaof ,min.ei,n'my,acfmin1str,atio~who:s~id/ t~I' , 
have ,a nicei~'a~ilY'. "we;havea'b'igh ~ncome'~~"we\l'ive'it:l' aqood " 
'neighborhood~,," Iqo, to a,good school.; ,MY~,fr1enc1s' ,and I arest:1.11 
sc'~red' every ,time ·I Igo downt'ownto the movies. 'I feel better' now 
that" thectimeBill, ',has 'been signed.:" ," ".,', ,', 

.. ~ " .• ";':. , ' .... '. ,,' . :.', "',- /'" .,: .•: . ~.,,:. ,- 'f' ~",', .: 'I":,, (',," ',' .~. '/ 

, ' " ". we cannot, opera1te : in a country> whereehildren are',. \' 
, a:fraid and 'cannot ',feel 'I' much, less ,think ,"You"canno't; learn in " , " ' 
that kind,o',f,atmospheie. " 'That, is, why,,;"as,1 t'heprlndtpalsa1d'; , , 
\tie ',re, ,t;ryinq t~ be ',to1l9:h and "firm" and strong. in some' of ,these 

,'cri,t~cal ;8t:eas" '"Tha~:' s "!hy,,,e, hacf,to' ..pass ,the'~radYBi11. :' , 
That: 's, why we ,had to p,ass,'the .crime 'Bi'll:Tnat',s :II'Ihy we adopted , ' 
senator 'Fe,1ns,tein I samendment'to l:lan',a'ssault' weapons on th'e ",,' " 

,stpeets 'of Cl,ut ',citj/es., ',('APpl,a1lse,.> \"" "",,' , ,'" ;,,' "" 
, I <: " : "", ,,'" " , ' ", " t" I': " : ':) , , '~I" , , ' " " , ' 

" And that I s why we c?Jlle here today, to sign' this< ' 
executive' order., I,~now her,e '1~this', hiqh,sehoolyou: 'alrea'dy,,' 

,,' , j " ' '. - ., I 1'< 

\, •. , I,. , 
, " HORE:' 

. " 	 , ' 
, , 
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I 
have a zero tolerance policy for qUns, and I applaud you for it. 

applaud your principal, and I applaud the students who support 
it. Now, students allover the country, their parents, their 
teachers, their principals, will be required to meet the. 
challenge that you have met, to follow your example. Students 

anybody need to have gun in school. That's Why this order 

have to take the lead, to take responsibility for this. We,can 
do better, and we must. 

"Zero Tolerance" is a common 
I 

sense policy. Why does 
a 

directs the Secretary of Education to withhold funding the states 
that don't comply with the law. Young people simply should not 
have tol1ve in fear of young criminals who carry guns to 
schools. 

'And again I, will say, just like· the assault weapons, 
this bill is in the federal law because Senator Feinstein 
sponsored it and demanded it, and we got it thanks to her effOrts 
and those of senator Dorgan, and I thank them both. (Applause.)' 

Now, as I sign this order, just befo,re I do, I want 
you to think about it, all of you students here. What are you
going to do? What are you personally going to do about what's 
going on? That's really what counts. we can have this rule and 
fewer.people will bring guns to schools; we also need fewer guns 
on our streets. One of the things in the crime bill is the 
banning of juvenile possessio~ of handguns unless the juven11e is 
under the supervis ion of an adul t. We are 'doing all we, can to 
pass laws. But in the end your future will be dec1ded by what is 
inside you, What you decide to do. 

I th1nk all Americans have been very moved -- I know 
I certainly have -- by the s1qns of the Haitian people gett1ng
their freedom back and President Aristidegoing back, to bring
democracy back to 'Haiti. (Applause. ) 

YOU know, one.o£ his biggest challenges after all 
the v101ence that those people have suffered is to make sure that 
his own supporters now do not resort to Violence to retaliate. 
Why is Violence going up so much among young people in our 
country? Violence beCi1ets violence, begets violence, begets
violence. It bas to end somewhere. 

And if you watched President ·Aristide back in Haiti, 
perhaps the mos.t gripping thing was when he stood there having
had many of his friends killed, having had eh1ldren that he tried 
to help terror1zed, standing there say1ng to the masses of his 
people: NO to v10lence; no to retribution; yes to peaoe; yes to 
reconciliation. 

And if they are saying that inside their heart that 
will do more than any law. So I say to you, as your principal
sald, we've done some tough things to try to give you a bright
future. And we're not ashamed of them;, we're proud of them. If 
we can think of other things to do, 'we will do them as well. 

But' in the end what ,you say ins1de 1s even more 
important. You must say no to guns. ·No to gangs. NO to drugs.
Yes to education. Yes to hope. Yes to your own fut~re. 

The 2lst cerltury ean be the bes't time this country
and this state ever knew because of all of you; because of our 
diversi~y; because in a global society we will be the great
global nation, becaus.e everybody can be·an·Alller1can. You don't 
have to be of a ce~ta1n race or ethnic background or religious
conviction. You just have to oome here and share our land and 
share our values and make the most of your own life. That is 
what you have to do. . 
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. . \", .. _ sBNAToRFEINsTEIN:, ThJnk' "you .ve~y 'much ~, Mr ~ " 
"pres1c1en't, 'my\.colJea'ques.~I), qovernme,nt, .and,)ladies· and. qeiltleme.p I," , 

I want ,"YQu tpktlpw l)owntuCh' ,w~..apprecla'teth1,s Pres icient".' arid h,ow' :' .. 
much 'he has done·for :California. . I c:!on't.t knC!wa1)y·.sittlh; . ( ,I 	 , ' 

president t.hat ·has ,tetur,n'ed toCallfornla as, much as· preSldent· 
-icl'lnton 'has ..... :t kriow after the'z';oma' priaterearthqUake"a, ...': 


pr ies1dEult'-wasl'i' there.,' I, know after the', Northr1dgeearthquake

this..P.resid~n,t; came to..cal'1fornia, .,the'Vice ~reside~t came" the, 

Cab1net secre'tarl,es carne; ,$10 b'11l10n ,In: earthquake, rellef· was' ' 

~fea'~ .,anc1this,' Presiden't 'ca~e~ :ab()ut 9ut, gr,ea:t,stat~ .,(Appla\J.se ..') , 

, 	 . .. . " ' l ".. 
, ~. " .. • 	 1 • . \ 

',' ' ..... , ,,' sOfMr~ :President, as the·Sena.torfrolU ciliiforn:ta;, . ' .• <1 

.it I s'aqreat treat : for 'IDe 'to ',welcome' you ·OI1~.:., again ·.to this'. ", 
, 

magnificent and beautiful 'state.,. Altho,Ugh/ -t must :s~y ,that this 
11tO+1l1ng 'we we;Lcome' you wl tb . a soberlnqand 'cQncern1ng note ,,' 
because the ,leglslation,arid the .execut1ve' order that. you·'.re ' ',' 
abou~ ,to ~i'gnt~·imp.iem~rit 'it,' l~ someth,inq that" 'sho~l'd ca\J.~e,', .., 
everyone in ,~hlsgymnas,1ulll and'in gymnasiums' ~ll,across this 

~ . I .. ,st~te 'gJ:'eat <;oncern. ' , :{, ' i" •• · ' . '" 	 ' ., " 

\. ';'",
, " " ,,', ',Let me',beq1nw1tha ,couple .Qf stat1st1,cs:., ;·According.

", to' the National, schfoSol '~Safety'Ceiiter ,"every .day 135, OOO::~hsar~ . ,:. , 
:prought ~:into the.,'s,chools' of th~s 90\1ntry ~ ,S'ince,:1'993,,1n.'aye,ar, ," . 

", alon'~i there have"been 3~ deatqs 'and 92',1'njuries'fro,m guns,· It",s 
,estimated; that: 16()., 000 students across this· qreatland don I t: go "', .', 

.itO.' c'l'ass ·because· th,eY.fear:.,,10lenc.e ~'" ·;,AIld.one~ out 'of :,every ,f1v~ .' ",: ­
"';students' catrtes' a· weapon: 8 gun, 'a, knife {01-.:8, club .:' S'chool " 
. vlo;lenc'e 'has', becoate th'enuml:)er, one concern,o,f parents.' , ; 

,:, 	 , , . 

',~' '. . ,'.''':" :Arid torv'e'r.y~ qoo4·r~ason.:.: :V101~n~ea~d.f~·ar haVf3:' ':'.: . , 
, j.'. }::)ecome. epidemic' on' so:tu~ ,of6iir'campuses ..'Worse·thim that,. in . ," " ',' , ' 

,'r I "'," ,. '.many .a'reasi·t is·standa·~d'•. 'Last yearirt·th1s qreat·'s:tat.e 'tw,o '" 
·students wer.. ,kI11~d in' a sinqle c'a11'fornla: school district ·in·.: 
one 'month • one , ~hot :durln; h:is english 'clas8" 'Andthe,6ther, 
M1~hael Ensley (phonetlc) ,·w.i;b ~holll'~" Vi'8it·ed·with.his~'motherat 


.,' " ' 'Reseda Ht9h-~: during a, breakat:'Reseda Hlqh ,-0:- anc1shotbecause. '.' " , 

. ',.,.'
" , \, ,he haC!, a lC!ok on his face>'that the assal,lant ,c1ldn' t flke;.,," . 

", I • 	 , ,,'• , 	 ~:: " ' .' ", " ,. ~ . ,1 < . . -. .'",.' , ; "., ", _.', .' 1:' 

,;. 	,,' -.: .' ~'d ,it' s nO,t'.just an urban :8chO~1. 'pr~blem._-Ear11et, : i 
thls year in' this' a"cheol'. ,a .15, year- 'old' student, named ·Edward ",'., 

, . . ' . 
,I" 1 Slmms: (pl\onetlC),: wasshot,an'd k'illed by another 'student who'had " 

,'. . threatened Simms with', a ',~ri at sch901' ln' th'e 'daya, before the '.. " : j • 

shootlriq.. : And·,:throuqhout ,the ,'state 'ourschool d-is,tricts have ' '. 
~xper~enced analarm:J.!nq: 1ncrease'ln,weapons on' sch'ool' 'campuses,., 

. f ' 

'And' 11=';snot just a: ,high .cho,ol 'problem: In'fact; there~ was 103 

',.p~rcent:inc.rease" ,in, weapons' ~e~'zed 1h;oakl.aru1. ,elementi:lrY,s'chools 


,', I ,las,t. yea;- .··And··f1ve guns seized' ata ·sing:!.e jun1or_'bigh schooL.', 


" .'. ':> ';1" .' ' That's.' :whyseilator"Byrori'Dor'q~n '6'f'~ North; bakota"~nd\" 
,'I , in, the, 'senate:'of,·,the, United' ,States"ptQPose, sQme:·verystronq,' "' .. 

, \ 
',J .,:l,anquac,e:as,·~, ame~dme~t:~'to, the,Blementary ,and ,Secondary: " ,~" ' .' . 
"!' "Educ~t1on, Act.. It' $ called· the,'GtinFree sehools Act. ; And I' ,am 

, . verY ,'proud, Mr,. 'preSident-~ , that you· have deo1ded "tha~ ,this', '" 
, arn,endment -'.is, 1mpor~ant, enou'gh . for 'yoU 'to 'be; slgnlnq an ;execut1ve' , .. 

ord'er· to put it' in .place:.today in Cal1fornia.'(Applaus•. )'" " , ; '" 
" .' , , '. '. 	 .., " , ",', .. . t ,\}. 

,. 	 , ~. , 
I ,', . . :".' \ 

" \ 
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The Gun Free Schools Act require8 that states and 
school districts 'adopt a mandatory on. year expulsion policy for 
students who bring guns to school. Local discretion is built ­
in, states, will be given time to conform, and alternative 
education is permitted. But what this legislation means is that 
as parents, teachers, students .nd law enforcement we will have 
zero tolerance for guns anywhere in the schools in the United 
states of America. {Applause.} 

Hr. President, your signature on this executive 
order will make clear that state and local education agencies 
must implement a zero tolerance policy as a condition of 
receiving federal education funds. Those who refuse to adopt
this policy could lose their share of over S10 billion in federal 
education funds, including $729 million in Chapter One funds 'for 
the state of California. 

I must tell you, Mr. President, and ladies and 

gentlemen, that mandatory expulsion has already proven to be an 

effective deterrent, and it has been credited with lowering qun

possession and qun related violence in many school districts. 
Let me give you one. Los Angeles, for example, qun possession
dropped 27 percent. A.-'ld gun related school violence decreased 34 
percent in 1993 and 1994, when a zero tolerance measure was 
implemented by the Los Angeles county Boar.d of Educati,on . 

. 
I am very proud to welcome you here today, and also 

to point out that you have provided in recommendations to the 
congress for additional funds in Goals 2000 -- which you 
recommended to us ana which we passed and wh1ch you s1qned into 
lawi 1n the Safe and Drug Free Schools Act, which you 
recommended, we passed and you siqned into law -- $54 million in 
one, and ,47 million to others -- to prov1de for safe schools 
throughout the state of california. And" Mr. President, the 
crime B111, wh1ch you so strongly supported and we passed,
provides $37 million in safe haven and youth violence prevention
funding, to help communities develop programs before and after 
SChool. . 

And, finally, there is just one prevention proqram 
none of us at the federal leve,l can mandate, and that IS qood 
parents. Parents that teach their youngsters the difference 
between right and wronq, paren~s that qive them love and . 
discipline, and parents that know the1r whereabouts every ,hour "of 
every day of every week.: 

'. 
So, Mr. President, I truly believe that you and the 

Congress of the united States have done the1r job in providing a 
frameworx within wh1ch local jur1sdict10ns -- school districts, 
mayors, boards of supervisors, city councils all across th1s 
qreat nation can mount a major preVention problem for safety in 
our schools, in our work place, on our streets and 1n our homes . 

. And, Mr. President, I thank you for th1s leadership. (Applause,) 

And, now, it 1s a great treat for me to be able to 
introduce to an audience that knows him well, the principal of 

this great school, Mr: Michael Johnson. (Applause.) 
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'\ I" " PWlDENT CLINtoN 'NAMES rnUl MEMBERS . ': 

"',TQ,TW: COMMISSIOJW)N CHILD.AND FAMILY'WELF~.' ,: .' :, \ 
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I' /, 	 , ' ,', '" :'. 
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, . "" '.. J ',' " '" ': ' -" , '-; .. " ' ,':, , ,", :' '.' . , ~'" " " " ," , . " ' 
, " 	 ,I ; . , " ' , ' '.PreSident .clinton today' am19unced'his'inteniion to 'aPpOin~R.Obert. RObles, Bubara J. ,,:' 

Sabol and Kaye'T11eiiner as members, of. the ComQrission on Child and F 8InilyWelf~. 

, , .
, ' , .' 	 \'. ~ . ·JUdle/ItO':;. ~bIe8jsa' ~istrict~JUd~e' for the' .riurd Ju~cia1 Distri~'the highest ' .. ' 

'ieveltri81cQW't in ~ew MexiC9: His ,primary reSPonsibilitY is fc)r domestic and funily law'
.',' matters. hu:luding chil~'c~dy, visitation ~d sUpport, and child sUpPorterifor~IDent. P!lor 


, ,to ,his app<)intm~t to, the :ben~ Judge Robles' was a 'panDer in the . law fiml of Evans and " 

" Robles, and ~rved as Assistant AttOrney GeJ;te~al in, the New'MexiCo Attorney General's \ 


'office.. " . I .-.> r".r' , ( ~ "1'1'~' 	 ", ; 

- j, 	 ' ' , 

.' : '~b~ J.saboi;~ftb~ District~ftolurilbia. i~ ~d~tof Umvemty ReSearch I , , . / 	 '::' . I 
, " 

.' .',,' ,I , ' COrPor~on (liR,C)-ill B~esda, ~l,8nd:' uRC is .. multi..disciplin~ firm, 'pr~~ding its.,' '. :" .' 
I ' 

clients with training, human fe$Ource developm~t, 'leadership. management, health eduCatIon 
. Janel corilmuDi~oli serVices. Prior to taking the helm of pRC,Ms; Sabol 'w.,s' the ", , ' 
' .. coDlmissioner 'of the New. York City Human ReSoUrces Administrauc,n, where she _was . 

.', " 
responsible for the nation's:largest'publi~ w-elfare'ageJ,lCY.;'·_ . - , •..... /;' ' ... 

, ,. , • , ~:', J " , '.' , . '., ,." ''\ !' 
,'~\ . ¥j 

j", 

, • - " ~ ~ , :,',' , , . '( 	 " .,., ".,,:'. ' ,,' 'J > 

: "Kaye TIleilD.er, of California, is'a childpSycholqgist in.priYate:practiCe'and is I ..... 


\ , "" ' .pfeSldeJ,lt of Cl:iildwqr~., ~~ .• aprofessional! conSulting firm,~ializingin research .ilD4 _ 

I', 'evaluation ofchild care ~ssues. Dr. TheiDier'W3S'previouslx the Coordinator of ~hild, Care fot. 

,the C~unty, of'santa~arbara. California..··· \, " ' " 	 , , 
, " . "~ .,' ! . " , . '. " ' ' 	 ", "" i 

,'t'~ " ,: ," ," , ~. ,." ,: .".~~.' ~ ....... , :'" ',' ,;. "(," ",:" .~". ',-, , ' 
',',t ;;" .: 
..'~: ,lheCOmmissionon Qlild:and'Funily:Welf.,re ~:establisheQ by the Child Support.' I,' 

, . " R~~erY ',t\,Ct of .I992 (P;L'.': 102~S21). The Comm.issioD is to proVide ,reco.mmendations, 'for th~1 
'. '. improvemelltpfthe~ child, ,welfare . system~.To· oo~pleie .its • Chaige. theCo~Ssion ',must Study . 

" ,,isSues .that affect the best"interestsof~hildren, inclu~g dorilesticissues, sucia as ,abuse. ,', ..•.. 
funilrielationS.~rvi~ to and 'i.gen~ies forchildre~'and families. and juvenile; and. fi.p:Uly 

. courts· Thi,ee ~fthe C9mmission's.fifteen'members are appointed by'the President. ',' ..... '. " '\ 
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, ~,,' , " 

~ 	 . of,1994, ':,andthe Safe' and; Drqg':'"Free. Schools, " ' "," 

'.'and C,ommunit;ifl!s ~ct \ ' 
, l ' 	 ('~. 	 I, '. , 	 " , 

'" 
" 'I· 	 '" ' _ '" 

.our' schools, are 'increasingiy'plaq\,led by violenc'e',and crime that, 
, is ,abhorr.~nt to, all:laWc~~bidJng' '~itiiens ~,.',It i,s ,ofparal!l0:unt · , 

': importance. that this Nation"s'"sc:hools 'b~ ,safe; ',discipJJn~d, and" 
conducive to· 'learning I. . /' .' •'I' 
\" \ 1 1,,_, 

, I ',r, 

sev~ial'.la~s :pass~dl this ·yea~.wili promote'our ~ff.ort to make 
. schoolS,' safeforlearn·ing.:' 'The Gun-Free . Schools Acto! .1994 

, .' provides, that· .within one ;year, , 'every. ,Statereceiv.lng, Federal,' 
a~d' for.,elementa;-y· ~nd,s~condary education must. bave a law.: ,; 1 

, 'I" 

•'requirit;l9 school,distr.icts to· expel from school' for at ;:least, 

, " , on:e'ye~r.a,ny, stildentwhC',? 'brings a'gun',to' sch091, ,subject to 


'.',. 
',"c~+tain-~xceptions.,' ,The, safe. and, Drug-Free' schools, ~nd, '\... ,,' 
'Commu~ities ~dt; fU119S .comprehensive' vi6l~ncepreventiori' 

programs, inc1udingthose ..that, enhance school,' ,security~ 
. ",.,' . , 	 .,' " " >', 

, '" ''\ " ~ 	 , '. . . I' 

~. " ; . ··Toensure/vigorous enforcement,. I am direc:ting ,you ,to co()rdinate 
IJl1lplementat~on of :these, ,anti-violence measures" ·with appropriate" .. 

, .'1 'local ,~uthoriti!=!s' to, the 'max;mwn'exterit~ possible. ,~Your"col "'7 : ; , 

, ,lciborative effortsshouldincluq~ the States, •school di~tricts,'
, , 

laweriforcement agE!nc'ies,,',' and educ,ators ~ ,In' the case ,o'f· the, 
"•GUn'!"Free '.Schools.~ Act,·, enforcement .shourd' ,include term:l.:natiori, ,Ie'

" ,'\. , 	 , ",,pf ,Fel~eral ~ssistanc~, if .you de;tennine ~ha~t. a ,State is: nof in'; ,
"comp ~ance. " I' " " ',,' , ' ::,' " ' • ' '", , " 

, . • ' " ~'1 " I \.' " '/:....,. ' '. ' ' ' '\ ,. ,', ... : ' '. 	 ' 

, ; ,YOUESh:ould r~p6rtt()~~in'>Writ'i~g 'bY"De~ember'31,16n'th~;' ': 
'specific: stf;!ps yo:u 'h~:ve ' takEm 'to implement. these, .statutes." 
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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Chief 
Daughtry, Chief Whetsel, ladies and gentlemen of the IACP, I am 
honored to be here. I love the jacket-- (laughter) -- and I 
love what it stands for. I thank you more than I can say for 
your help and support in passing the Brady Bill and the Crime 
Bill. 

I'd like to acknowledge in this audience today the 
presence of some very important people here in the State of New 
Mexico and throughout our nation. First of all, behind me, the 
Governor of the state of New Mexico, Governor Bruce King. 
(Applause.) Bruce and I are the only -- two of the only three 
people serving in America who were governors in the '70s, 'the 
'80s and the '90s. I don't know what that means anymore. 
(Laughter.) I can barely remember them. 

I'm delighted to be here with the two senators from 
the state of New Mexico, Senator Domenici and Senator Bingaman 
who are out there. (Applause.) Congressman Steve Schiff, 
congressman from this district, is here. Thank you, sir. 
(Applause.) My good friend, Congressman Bill Richardson, who was 
very active in passing the Crime Bill. Where's Congressman 
Richardson -- he's here somewhere. Thank you. (Applause.) And, 
of course, the mayor, Mayor Marty Chavez, who is one of my 
jogging partners, is here. (Laughter and applause.) 

I want to also say that, you know, I think I have 
more administration members who have been active in this outfit 
than previous presidents. (Laughter.) Your ex-president, Lee 
Brown, is now our Drug Czar. Your ex-vice president, Tom 
Constantine, is now our DEA Administrator. (Applause.) The head 
of the U.S. Marshal Service, Eduardo Gonzalez, was Tampa Bay 
Chief and once active in this organization. So I feel at home 
here. 

I think our FBI Director 'is here -- I want to tell a 
story on him. Is Louis Freeh here somewhere? Tomorrow -- he's 
coming tomorrow? It's the first time I've been ahead of him in a 
long time. (Laughter.) 



I want to tell you a story about the -- since this 
is an international organization, one of the things that I have 
really tried to do as President is to build international 
cooperation in law enforceme~t. It's important in dealing with 
drugs, it's important in dealing with terrorism, it's important 
in dealing with organized crime. 

Lee Brown and Tom Constantine, both of them, as you 
know, have major responsibilities that go beyond our nation's 
borders, as you would expect, in dealing with the drug problems. 
But the FBI Director, Mr. Freeh, also took a very popular trip to 
Europe and to Russia not very long ago, and slightly after that 



when I was following him, instead of the other way around, I went 
to Riga, Latvia to celebrate the withdrawal of Russian forces 
from Eastern Europe for the first time since World War II, and 
from the Baltic States. And·we had this meeting with the heads 
of the government of Estonia, Lithuania and Latvia; and, so help 
me, the first thing the President of Latvia said is, can we have 
an FBI office in Riga? (Laughter.) 

Now, it's funny and it's flattering, but it's also 
serious~ Why? Because as these countries convert· from 
totalitar·ian societies to free societies, as they become much 
more open, they become much more vulnerable to organized crime, 
because they haven't developed their banking system and their 
trading rules and their business rules. And that relates to 
whether they, themselves, then become more vulnerable' to drug­
trafficking and to terrorism, and to' trafficking in weapons of 
mass destruction or stolen nuclear materials, or any of that sort 
of thing. 

Sol say to you -- I'll· make you a prediction: For 
the next 10 years when you meet, more and more and more, your . 
concentration will .have to be on the international aspects of the 
crime problem which affects what you do on the streets in your 
cities and towns throughout the United States. 

I'd like to talk a little today about the Crime Bill 
and what it means against the background of the crime problem in 
America. And the state of play; as you know, is very troubling, 
because the good news is that in many of our cities, the crime 
rate is actually going down. The Mayor of Odessa, Texas was in 
town the other day when we handed out the first wave of grants, 
police grants, under the new Crime Bill only two weeks after the 
bill was signed, and she said they'd had a drop in the crime rate 
in excess of 15 percent for three years running because of 
community policing, because of what law enforcement:officers have 
done. The Mayor of Houston was reelected with 91 percent of the 
vote after they had over a 20-percent drop in crim~ in only one 
year there. 

This· is happening in many cities and towns 
throughout the country. On the other hand, we know that a lot of 
small towns and suburban areas having rising crime because as 
cities clamp down on crime, a lot of times the criminals just 
move their base of operation, and they're not as well equipped to 
deal with it. 

We also know that even as overall crime rates drop; 
the rate of random violence among young people, people under the 
age of 18, is going up dramatically in-sickening ways that we 
have all seen again in recent days. 

The point I want to make about all this is that this 
is a manifestation of trends that have been developing in our 
country for quite a long while now. We have had, really, 30 
years -- a whole generation and more -- of these trends that have 
been developing in a lot of the high-crime areas in America --the 
breakdown of families and community organizations and 
neighborhood organizations; the loss of economic opportunity, 
creating huge social vacuums into which have moved gangs 
and guns and drugs and crime and violence. . 



I wanted this Crime Bill to pass very badly because 
I believed that the national government had a responsibility to. 
help you deal 'with it. But we have to look at what we can· do 
together within the Crime Bill and then what we have to do beyond 
the Crime Bill, because we're going to have to change this 
country from the grass roots up.. We're going-to have to .. change 
the culture that a lot of these kids live In. And you can do it; 
I can do it; parents can do it; but we're ail 'going to have to do 
it. .And there is clearly something for everybody to do. 



The first job I ever had as an elected official was 
as Attorney General of my state. And I began to work with law 
enforcement on a regular basis. Then I was governor for a dozen 
years -- the years when crime was exploding in America. I built 
prison cells. I devised work programs. I put in education 
programs and drug education programs and boot camps for first 
offenders. I enforced the capital punishment laws and.tried to 
find ways to rehabilitate people who were getting out. I went to 
funerals of police officers who were friends and family members 
of friends of mine who died in the line of duty. 

Dealing with all this has made an indelible 
impression on me. And when I became President, I guess I had in 
that sense more personal experience with the human cost and the 
human side of crime and law enforcement than a lot of people who 
have had this job. I was determined to bring an end to six years 
of political debate in Washington and to pass the Brady Bill, 
which had been there for seven years, to pass a crime bill, which 
had been debated for six years -- because I knew that we had some 
things that we had to do. I am doing my best where I live and 
where I work to get this country together and to move our country 
forward again. 

I think my mission as President is, to keep the 
American Dream alive ,and to help make sure Americans can compete 
and win as we move into this exciting 21st century by making 
government work for ordinary people and by bringing this economy 
back, by making us more secure and more prosperous in our . 
relations with the rest of the world. 

After 21 months, I can tell you I think that we've 
made a good start. America's in better shape than .it was two 
years ago. We've got more jobs, low inflation, a much lower 
deficit. Over 70 percent of the new jobs coming into our economy 
this year, according to a report just published today, are higher 
wage jobs; we're moving away from the time when all of our new 
jobs were low-wage jobs. 

We've got a smaller federal government by more than 
70,000 already that's doing more for ordinary citizens. The 
Congress just passed, and I signed a procurement bill which 
changes the way we spend your money when we buy things, and it'll 
put an end to the $500 hammers and the $50 ash trays. The Vice 
President kind of has mixed feelings about that; he'll never get 
to go on David Letterman again now because of that, but it was 
the right thing to do. (Laughter.) 

Russian missiles are no longer pointed at the United 
States. We've got big increases in trade that are fueling these 
high-wage jobs, and now America is leading the way to peace and 
security and democracy, as you've seen in the last few days in 
the Middle East and Northern Ireland and Eastern Europe and, of 
course, in Haiti. 

But all of us know, I think, that no matter how much 
economic progress we made, no matter how much progress we make in 
dealing with trouble spots around the world, there will be a 
gnawing feeling that all is not right in America until our 
children feel safe in their schools and on their streets, and 
Americans feel secure in their homes and at their work. 



We have to do things that will go beyond talking, 
that will actually reduce the rates of crime and violence in the 
United States, that will actually make sure that more of our 
children do say "no" to drugs and gangs and guns, and "yes" to 
books and to Boys and Girls Glubs and to games. That's what the 
Brady Bill was all about; that's what the Crime Bill was all 
about. It was the national government's contribution to a 
national effort to really change the way Americans are living, to 
change the way they feel inside. And it is terribly important. 



I was in Detroit the other day doing an editorial 
board meeting, and The Detroit Free Press had done a program with 
children in the area and had taken letters from children. And a 
little girl named Porsha, nine years old, wrote me a letter and 
said, I just want you to make me feel safer. I don't feel safe. 

Many of you saw the reports that I gave when we were 
debating the crime bill about that nine-year-old boy in New 
Orleans who wrote me a letter saying, can't you make me feel 
safe? And we was killed on the street in a random shooting just 
a few days after he wrote me. A 10-year-old son of a member of 
my administration, a young man brought up in a well-to-do home, 
goes to good schools, and lives in a beautiful neighborhood, 
wrote me a wonderful letter the day after the Crime Bill 
passed -- a 10-year-old boy saying, I know you think that I 
wouldn't be afraid of this, but every time my friends and I go 
downtown to a movie, I am afraid I will be shot before I get 
home. And I feel so much better now that this Crime Bill has 
passed. 

These are the voices of the children of America 
across racial and income and regional lines, telling us that we 
have to do better. That is what this is about. Well, we are 
doing better, but there's more to be done. The Brady Bill has 
made a difference :...- all of you know it. There are thousands of 
people who have already been denied weapons who were not entitled 
to them, who had a criminal background, who would have gotten 
them if it hadn't been for the Brady Bill. (Applause.) 

And the Crime Bill will make a difference. We have 
evidence of that. Before the Crime Bill passed last year, I 
asked Congress to make a down payment on our commitment to put 

. 100,000 more police officers on the street. And the Congress 
funded another 2,000 police officers. Last week when we gave out. 
the first police grants under the Crime Bill, Chief David Massey 
from Ocean City, Maryland came with the police officers he'd 
hired under the first grant. One of them was an ex-linebacker at 
the University of ' Maryland -- the sort of person that you just 
see and you want to ask permission. (Laughter.) 

This young man was in a community policing program 

riding a bicycle in Ocean City. And very soon,after he went to 

work, he caught a serial rapist -- he did, asa community police 

officer. Now, all the victims that will never be preyed upon by 

that rapist will never know what they owe to that one young man 

who is a community police officer. And now we're going to be 

able to multiply that by 100,000 in every state in this country. 

(Applause. ) 


Something else I think that really needs to be 
pounded home over and over again is that this Crime Bill was 
fashioned largely by law enforcement officers -- from the 
punishment programs, to the policing programs, to the prevention 
programs, it was the law enforcement officers who shaped what was 
in it. You said we ought to have three strikes and'you're out 
because there were some violent criminals who kept getting 
paroled because they were lucky enough not to have severe 
consequences to the victims of their crimes. .But what they tried 
to do was terrible. That's what the purpos~ of three strikes and 
you're out was. 

You said that too many people were getting out too 



q~ick because there wasn't enough prison space, so there's 
provision fo~ 100,000 more prison cells in this bill. Never been 
done before. The federal government had never before helped to 
build prison space for states. You said that we ought to have 
capital punishment if someone kills a police officer and it's in 
the bill. (Applause.) 

You said it ought to be against the law for a minor 
to carry a handgun except when supervised by an adult. It's in 
the bill. You said we should do more for victims of crime. You 



said we should make a serious assault on the problems faced by 
women and children -- the problems of domestic violence and 
neighborhood violence. You said we should do more to make 
schools safer. You said we snbulddo more to give our kids some 
prevention programs, some things they could say "yes" to --places 
to go, things to do, good things to do. Maybe most important, 
good people to look up to when they can't find that at home. 

When the NRA tried to take the assault weapons ban 
out of the Crime Bill, you stood firmly in favor of leaving it in 
-- not because you were against the rights of hunters ahd 
sportsmen, but because you knew that there were 650 weapons in 
the bill specifically protected from any government interference. 
And to those of you who come from'small town and rural areas; you 
can go home and tell your sportsmen that we are not going to 
allow the federal government to interfere with the legitimate 
interest of hunters and sportsmen, but we do not support leaving 
weapons in the hands of kids, its only purpose is to kill as many. 
people as quickly as they can. (Applause.) 

And you said that we ought to have 100,000 more 

police. Indeed, we probably ought to have ~ore, but that's all, 

we could figure o.ut how to pay for. 


For the American now, that's a number that doesn't 

mean a lot. That's why last week was so important when we had 

400 communities coming up and little towns getting one police 

officer and bigger places .getting 25 or 30, because people began 

to visualize what that means. There are 550,000 police officers 

in this country. If you add 100,000 and they all go into beat 

work, if they actually go into working to prevent crime and to 

catch criminals, it'll be about a 20~percent increase in the 

presence of police on the street. It will work. It will work. 

We've had only a 10 percent increase in police officers in the 

last 30 years, while we've had a 300 percent increase in violent 

crime. This was a critical component of the Crime Bill. 


And today I want to. announce two important steps to 

get those officers on the streets as quickly as possible. And 

you will have the release from the Justice Department here today 

supporting that • 


. First of all, we're going to make it possible for 
cities with at least 50,000 people to begin hiring officers 
immediately, by setting aside some money even before the grants· 
are awarded so that you can know what you're going to get and you 
can start hiring and training.now. And the grants. will be there 
when you put the people on the payroll full-time. (Applause.~ 

Secondly, for cities and towns of fewer than 50,000 

people who don't have a lot of people in clerical departments to 

help you deal with the federal government, we're going to do for 

you what we did for small businesspeople applying for SBA loans. 

We're going to give you a one-page application with about eight 


. questions on it, and you can start filling out them out right 
now, so that nothing will come between America and the hew police 
officers. (Applause. ) 

I'd like to end today by asking you to reflect on 

three things. One is a tribute to how the Congress funded this 

bill. This is a big'bill. It was funded.not by raising taxes, 




", 
not by' increasing the deficit, but by reducing the size of the 
federal government by 270,000 over six years, and giving Bl'1 the 
money back to local communities to ,fight crime. That's how it 
was funded. (Applause. ) 

I consider that to be a solemn trust with America 
that we must not breach. And you will have to work every year 
for the next six years to make sure that we keep that trust. 



The second point I want to make is that for most of 
its life, this Crime Bill enjoyed broad bipartisan support which 
dissipated at the end of the debate, as all of you know. It 
became a political football -- first, because there were some who 
were honestly willing to sacrifice everything in the Crime Bill 
to beat the assault weapons ban: to give up the police, to give 
up the prison cells, to give up the capital punishment 
provisions, to give up the prevention programs, to give up the 
violence against women section, to give up the victims against, 
crime section -- to give it all up. 

Second, there were some who just thought it was 
important to kill the bill for political reasons. That's all in 
the past now; it passed. What I want to say to you is, we have 
got to make this Crime Bill work -- every provision of it --work. 
We have got to demonstrate to our people that the moneY'is being 
well-spent. And we have to find a way to reach out at the grass­
roots level across political lines. We have to stop this. 

We can't tell the American people they've got to 
change their behavior to change this country if crime is a 
partisan pol~tical issue. The victims of crime are Republicans, 
Democrats and Independents. The people who put on uniforms every 
day are Democrats, Republicans and Independents. This is about 
America and our future. We must never again permit crime to be 
divisive in a partisan political way, and you can stop it and I 
want you to do it. (Applause.) . 

And I have to tell you -- the only thing that I 
really worry about now in that regard is that in this election 
season, there are many who are campaigning on a contract with 
America which cost $l trillion -- to balance the budget, to 
incre~se defense, to revitalize Star Wars, to give huge tax cuts. 
And there is no clear notion of how this is going to be paid for~ 
But the only option to pay for it,is the way it was paid for 
before: higher deficits and cuts in everything else -- from 
Medicare to veterans' benefits, to this Crime Bill. 

So I ask you: Start today. Say we've fought too 
hard for this bill, we won it fair and square, let's not take it 
away indirectly by adopting a commitment to a budgetary process 
that will make it utterly impossible to fund the Crime Bill. The 
lives and the future of the American people, and especially our 
children, are too important. This must not become a political 
football. The bill is long, the trust is there, we must fund 
this Crime Bill. We cannot back away, and you must see that it 
is done. (Applause.) 

The third thing I want to say -- and probably one of 
the most important things -- is that we have now done a major 
thing with this Crime Bill, and you will do major things with it. 
But the people of this country have a job to do here, too. We're 
not here giving things out to the American people, we're here 
challenging the American people to take their streets and their 
schools and their neighborhoods and, indeed, their homes back. 

And if all of us go out here and say the right 
things and do the right things, and we get no help from the' rest 
of America, we'll/be back here next year and the year after, and 
the year after that, bemoaning the same. problems. And you know 
that as well as I do. 



You now have the tools to deal with this problem. 
But you've got a whole country out there full of people who have 
to help. Parents have to recognize that the real war on crime 
begins at home. If the first responsibility of government is to 
provide law and order, the first responsibility of parents is to 
teach right from wrong. (Applause. ) 

We've got to have more folks turning off the TV and 
knowing where their kids are, and spending time reading and doing 
homework, and accepting personal responsibility. And we've got 



to have more folks helping them, like those wonderful police 
officers in the D.A.R.E. programs all across America. 
(Applause. ) 

Kids are going to look up to somebody, and.it's up 
to the adults in this country to decide who they're going to look 
up to. What do you think about those two kids, 10 and 11 in 
Chicago that threw that five-year-old boy out the window? . A 
five-year-old kid, who knew right from wrong, lost his life at 
the age of five because he wouldn't steal candy, because he knew 
right from wrong -- and his brother, only three years older, knew 
right from wrong and he wouldn't steal candy, either -- trying 
desperately to save his little brother's life. 

Who did the other two kids look up to? Who did they 
come in contact with who could have taught them right from wrong 
and didn't? Who did they come in contact with who taught them 
wrong? What about that little kid that was set on fire? Burned 
over 85 percent of his body; 3 years old, not even big enough to 
do anything wrong. Who taught those children right from wrong? 

You know, we see all these stories about these kids 
doing these things, and then we see that they apparently feel no 
remorse. At that age in their development, it is a question of 
where they got the message. Where did it occur to them to hang 
somebody out of a window in a high rise? How do they learn to 
pick up a gun? Where do they know that a fast buck today is 
better than 10 years or 12 years or 16 years of hard work and 
school to make something of yourself? These kids are looking up 
to somebody. Who are they going to look up to? How are they 
going to learn this? We can hire 5 million police officers, and 
if we keep losing the battle for what these kids think. is right 
and wrong, we're going to be in a lot of trouble. (Applause. ) 

I know we grown-ups sometimes -- we're too negative 
sometimes -- we're too cynical sometimes. A good Catholic friend 
of mine and I the other day were having a theological discussion 
and he said, you can never get discouraged, Bill, because the 
only truly unforgivable sin is despair. That's why I preach hope 
all the time. 

I am teiling you: this country is coming back 
economically. This country has resources and character and 
richness and diversity that will open unparalleled opportunities 
to us in the 21st century. This is a good country. (Applause. ) 

When the delegation came back from Haiti. yesterday, 
they said that all the Haitian.people had these little signs in 
Creole, painted, and the most popular one said simply, "Thank 
you, America." They looked at those young men and women we sent 
down there in uniform and, just by walking around, these young 
people -- our kids -- they make a statement about what's right 
and what's wrong; what's good and what's bad; what kind of a 
person it's worth being -- just by being there and being who they 
~re. And it is thrilling to other people to see the best of this 
country. 

And we need not be worried about that if we just 
roll up our sleeves and face our challenges and go on. But what 
we must be worried about is wave upon wave upon wave of these 
little children, who don't'have somebody both good and strong to 
look up to. Who are so vulnerable that their hearts can be 



turned to stone by the time they're 10 or 11 years old. And when 
there is a good one -- a 5-year-01d kid in difficult 
circumstances, blooming like a flower in the desert, knowing that 
it's wrong to steal candy. He actually has his life at risk. 



That's why all of you wanted these prevention 
programs. But I am telling you, you've ,got to go home and you've 
got to say, okay, I'll wear my DARE uniform, I'll do my part, but 
every last citizen in this country has got to do more than look 
at you and pemand that you do something about crime. We have got 
to teach our children and lift them up. (Applause.) 

Thank you, and God bless you all. 

END12:10 P.M. MDT 



Date: 10/17/94 Time: 16:54 

Clinton Cheered py Police, Attacks GOP on Paying for Crime Bill 

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) From the stage of a police convention, 
President Clinton suggested Monday that Republicans are plotting to 
rob money from· the war on crime with their 'call for lower taxes, 
higher military spending and a balanced-budget amendment~' " 

In a political attack just over three weeks before the midterm 
elections, Clinton declared, his $30 billion crime ,bill would make 
a crucial difference. And he told 2,500 officers, at the convention,. 
"We must never again permit crime to be divisive in a partisan 
political way and you can stop it.',' 

After a string of campaign events in which Democratic candidates 
have avoided Clinton or the turnbut has been low, the president had 
reason for cheer, basking in loud applause in a convention hall 
packed with police. 

New Mexico's political establishment Republicans and Democrats 
alike welcomed Clinton at the airport and joined him at the 
,annual c9nference of the International Association of Chiefs of 
Police. 

"Law enforcement has no better friend than President Clinton," 
association president Sylvester Daughtry said in introducing him. 
The officers responded with a standing ovation. 

New Mexico was a state Clinton carried two years ago but his 
popularity has sagged here as elsewhere. An Albuquerque Journal 
poll published Monday showed that 37 percent of those surveyed Oct. 
11-13 approved of his performance, compared with 45 percent in 
April. The poll showed 51 percent disapproved. 

Clinton made the seven-hour flight to New Mexico and back 
without any other stops in the Southwest, where there's no shortage 
of. close political races. 

In an era when voters are angry at incumbents, Clinton for some 
reason reminded his audience that Democratic'Gov. Bruce King, 
struggling for re-election, has been in office since the 1970s. 

Clinton helped fatten King's campaign war chest, speaking to 50 
people at a $5,000-a-person fund-raiser. He also met privately with 
Hispanic leaders, urging them to get out the vote to support King. 

In his speech to the police, Clinton said law enforcement 
officials told the administration what they wanted in a crime bill 
and the legislation was tailored to their demands. 

Declaring that crime should not be a political issue, Clinton 
said, "The only thing ,that I really worry about in that regard is 
that in this election season, there are many who are campaigning on 
a Contract for America which costs $1 trillion." 

The contract, signed by more than 300 Republican candidates, has 
become Clinton's prime target for attack as an irresponsible 
gimmick. , 

"There is no clear notion of how this is going to be paid 
for," Clinton said. "But the only option to pay for it is the way 
it was paid for before~ higher deficits and cuts in everything 
else, from Medicare to veterans' benefits to this crime bill." 

Clinton said he won the crime bill fight "fair and square, 
let's not take it away indirectly by adopting a commitment to a 
budgetary process that will make it utterly impossible to fund the 
crime bill. ' , 

The president also spoke with emotion about the failure of 
parents to teach their children right from wrong•. 

"We've got to have more folks turning off the TV and knowing 
where their kids are, and spending time reading and doing homework 
and accepting personal responsibility," Clinton said., 



He cited the death last week of a 5-year-old boy in Chicago who 
was thrown from a window by two youngsters when he refused to steal 
candy, and another case in Virginia in which two youths doused a 
toddler with gasoline and set him afire. 

"We can hire 5 million police officers -and if we keep losing 
the battle for what these kids think is right and wrong, we're 
going to be in a lot,of trouble." 
APNP-I0-17-94 1653EDT 
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Date: 10/17/94 Time: 17:06 

White House Sees Anti-Crime Legislation As Boost for Democrats 

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) President Clinton, whose political woes 
threaten to drag down Democratic candidates in midterm elections, 
used the crime bill today as a weapon against Republicans taking 
aim at him. 

"There were some who just thought it was important to kill the. 
bill for political reasons," he told hundreds of police 
attending a conference of the International Association of Chiefs 
of Police. 

Without criticizing the Republican Party by name, he told the 
police: "We must never again permit crime to be divisive in a 
partisan political way, and. you can stop it and I want you to do 
it. I I 

But he made crime a political .issue, in a further attempt to 
redefine himself and his party as "new Democrats, II not old 
liberals, in the face·of slumping popularity. 

Even here, in a state he carried two years ago, poll ratings are 
dropping. An Albuquerque Journal poll published today showed that 
his approval rating has dropped in recent months. 

The poll, based on telephone interviews Oct. 11-13 with 601 
registered voters statewide, showed that 37 percent of those 
surveyed approved of his performance,compared with 45 percent in 
April. The poll showed 51 percent disapproved of his performance. 

Not by coincidence, Republican Colin McMillan has made Clinton 
the center of his campaign to unseat two-term Democratic Sen. Jeff 
Bingaman. 

"I think the Clinton agenda is the issue, I' McMillan said. 
recently. 

Like dozens of other Democrats, Bingaman has been forced to 
distance himself from his president. 

"Our campaign, of course, will point out that while I've 
supported the president on many initiatives that I think he was 
right on, I've opposed him on others and will continue to do so, " 
he said. 

Democrats also may have trouble holding on to the governor's 
office The latest Journal poll showed Republican challenger Gary 
Johnson favored by 40 percent of the state voters surveyed and 
Democratic Gov. Bruce King·the chqice of 35 percent. 

Both Bingaman and King were on hand 'to greet Clinton when he 
landed in Albuquerque today and attended the speech. King planned 
to meet with Clinton afterward but Bingaman did not. 

Echoing his standard political speech, Clinton listed his 
accomplishments, including and improved economy. ' 

Perhaps explaining why his popularity is diving despite better 
economic conditions, he added: "No matter how much economic 
progress we make, there will be a gnawing feeling tha~ all is not 
right in American until our children feel safe in their schools and 
streets and Americans feel secure in their homes. II 
APNP-10-17-94 1705EDT 
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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much, General Reno, for 
your remarks and your tireless work on this, and for really a 
brilliant effort on the part of the Justice Department employees to 
move this grant money only 12 days after the bill became effective 
out into our communities. 

Thank you, Chief Massey, for your testimony and for your 
work; and I want to thank all your forces. When I was introduced to 
his community policing recruits, I mean, just look at them, they're 
going to lower the crime rate by walking the streets. (Laughter.) 

I want to thank the other law enforcement officers from 
Maryland who are up here and all of you who are out in the audience 
today. I thank the members of Congress who are here -- Congressman 
Pallone, Congressman Moran, Congresswoman McKinney. And especially I 
thank Senator Sarbanes for telling me Chief Massey's story a few 
weeks ago and bringing this whole issue to my attention as an 
illustration of how we can fight crime and lower the crime rate 
through community policing. 

It was just a month ago that we were here on the South 
Lawn of the White House to sign the crime bill. We came back today 
to show determination to implement this law without delay. 

I want to make three points, if I might. One is, I 
think all Americans know that we can never be strong abroad unless we 
are first strong at home. As we are very proud of the work our armed 
forces are doing today in Haiti and in the Gulf, we know that they 
are able to be there doing what they're doing because they come out 
of a strong, good country with strong basic community ties and 
values. And our ability to make our people secure is the critical 
element of,personal freedom that rests at the root of our strength as 
a nation. 

The second point I want to say is that we know we've got 
an issue here we have to deal with and we're determined to hit the 
ground running. And we want all of you to help us keep hitting the 
ground running not just now, but over the entire life of this crime 
bill. 

And the last point I want to make has already been made 
more graphically and powerfully by the story Chief Massey told - ­
this is not a problem that can be fought in Washington, D.C. The 
genius of this crime bill is that it empowers people at the community 
level in big cities like San Francisco, whose mayor is represented 



.. 
here today, and in smaller communities like Ocean City, to take 
control of their own destiny, to drive down the 'crime rate and to 
catch criminals., The genius of this bill in the end may be that we 
really did say, we're going to pay for this by shrinking the size of 
the federal government and giving every last dollar of the shrinkage 
to local communities to fight crime to prove that they can bring the 
crime rate down: not we in Washington, but you out there. This is a 
bill which gives you the power'to take control of the destinies of 
your people. And I know that you will do' it. 

Today we have rejected decades of excuses that crime is 
a local problem that Washington can do nothing about•. However, 
Washington can do a lot to help you fight crime. And if you look at 
the crime bill, and the grants for local police, and the prevention 
programs, and the help to· build' prison cells for serious· offenders, 
and the supportive work coming out the extra help for federal law 
enforcement authorities, this i's an enormous step forward in a 
national partnership to help people. fight crime at the grass-roots' 
level. We have to prove here in America that we can make progress on 
this. We have to prove that we can make a difference. 

Yesterday I was i~ Detroit, celebrating the revival of 
our automobile industry. For.the first time in 15 years, it's now 
clearly number one in the world in sales worldwide. And it's 
wonderful to see that·the biggest problem in Michigan is now how much 
overtime they have at the auto industry -- a $tory you wouldn't have 
heard 10 years ago. But, you build a country ~he same way you, build 
a company like that. You have to face your problems, face your 
challenges., get people together, . empower people to take control of 
their own destinies and get after it. ,And that's what we're trying 
to do. 

After I did the event in Detroit, I went by and met with 
the editorial board of the Detroit Free Press, and they read a letter 
that a nine-year~old girl named Porsha had written to 'me and asked to 
be delivered. And she said, IIplease, please make me fre'e from fear. II 
That is what we're here about. We can ,talk about all the details and 
we can glory in all the specifics, but the'bottom line .i,s that we 

. together ,have made a commitment to make the American people freer of 
fear. 

It is a great tribute to thf? members of Congress who 
voted for this bil~; a tribute to the Attorney General and all the 
people who work with her who: worked so ha:rd'for it; a tribute taall 
of you, withou~whom we would not have passed it. 

Let me say'again that 100,000 police officers is a 
number that doesn't mean,a lot to the average American. Most 
Americans don't know how many police we have now. They don't know 
how many that is; they're not sure what it means on their block. 
There are 550,000 police officers in America today -~ 100,000 police 
is nearly a 20 percent increase. And if they are ,al~ put into 
community policing as they'are supposed to be, then it will be at ' 
least a 20 'percent increase in the effective police presence on the 
street in the United States. That is the message we 'need to get out 
to the American people, so they can imagine what this means. This is 
something of profound magnitude; not only in catching criminals,but 

,as every officer here will tell you, in reducing the rate of crime ,in 
the first place by deterring crime, by the simple, effective presence 
of community policing. " ' 

I am very, very proud of all of you for your support. I 



am very proud of Chief Massey for coming here to tell this story. 

I want to emphasize one other thing that ,the Attorney 
General said before I close. The more we got into this problem, the 
more we realize that big city crime was going down in some cities, , 
but that the inevitable consequence was that it was being exported to, 
smaller towns and rural areas nearby; that, as ~any of our larger 
cities perfected their capacity to do community policing and to drive 
down the crime rates, was actually putting inordinate pressure on the 
smaller towns who were in the vicinity. 

, And one of the things we were absolutely determined to 
do is to make sure -- I might add, with the support of all the big 
city mayors -- that this w:ould not simply be a bi'g city bill.' So 
now, as you know, we have already put out over 2,000 police officers' 
in 250 different communities of all sizes in the country, and the 
Attorney General gave you the figures pn what we're doing today. 
can assure you that over the life of this crime bill, we will not 
lose focus on the fact that crime is a problem for all Americans in 
all size communities. Four hundred communities today, hundreds and 
hundreds and hundreds of more to follow. ' 

So I ask all of you now as we' leave this place, not only 
to celebrate what we have done, but to redouble our efforts. We're 
getting qff to a quick start. We're making our country strong at 
home, just like we have to be strong abroad, and w~ know that it 
starts at the grass-roots level. This is something Washington has 
done to give you the power to change the future of your communities, 
so that all the little Porsha in this country can think they are 
truly free. 

Thank you, and God bless you all. (Applause.) 

END 11: 00 A.M~ EDT 
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It 'was only one month ago that we stood here, on the' South 
Lawn of the White House, to sign the Crime.Bi11 ,into law. We are 
back here today, because we are determined to put that law to 
work without delay. ' 

Today, we reject decades of excuses that crime is a local, 
•problem Washington can do nothing about --,and bring the full 
force of the national government to bear on the side of local 
communities fighting a national problem we must do something 
about. 

,Countries allover the world expect America to succeed and 
want to follow our lead. We saw that underscored again in the 
last few days when the democratically elected Presidents of 
Russia andS6uth Africa were here working with us on their common 
futures and aspirations for their people. 

'I am proud, of the work America has done around',the world, in 
the cause of'deomcracy. I am proud of our troops and the work 
they have done in the last few weeks. But if America is'to ' 
remain an example for the world, we must constantly' struggle to 
uphold freedom and democracy at home. America cannot be free as 
long as Americans are 'afraid. 

It's really this simple: In order to remain strong abroad, 
we must remain strong at home. 'That's what today is about: 
that's what 100,000 new police officers are 'going to help us do. 



We pay for this attack by reversing decades of unchecked 
·growth in the federal bureaucracy,to reduce it to its ·lowest 
level in over 30 yea~ls-- because the war on crime won't be won 
by bureaucrats here in Washington, it'll be won by the brave men 
and women who put thSir lives ,on the line for us every day. 

When we were fiJtiting f~r the Crime Bill, our opponents said 
,that we couldn't rea]Jly put that many new police officers on the 
street with our CrimS·Bill -;-; and that those new· police officers 
wouldn't really make a difference even 'if we could. 

Well, you're.all, here because we are delivering 100,000 new 

police officers,. and Chief Massey just told us what a difference 

every single one of those officers can make. 


He's in a that because, in the last yearpositib~. to tell us 
even as we wer~ fi~hting to pass the Crime Bill we put·over 



., 


,2,000 new police officers on the beat in,more than 250 
com~unities around the country. These officers were a down 
payment on the 100,000 officers that ~e are going to deploy. 

They are already working, on the beat ,in neighborhoods 
across America, proving what all of you on the frontlines already 
know: The single most effective way to reduce crime is to put 
more police officers on the street. 

And that's exactly why we're here today. Today's police 
grants will put almost 3,000 new police officers on the streets 
of almost 400 communities. They are going to every state in the 
country: to counties, to large cities and to small towns. 

Together with last year's grant's, we are already 5,000 cops 
down the road towards a 100,000 new police officers on our 
nation's streets. We are right on track to fund 15,000 new 
police officers by next fall, and 35,000 new police in the next 
year and a half. 

And we're able to pay for this as we go, not with any new 
taxes or by cutting important programs" but because we've already 
reduced the federal bureaucracy by 70,000 positions. That's a 
good deal for the American people. ' 

And no matter what the critics, say, all of you here know 

exactly how important this is. The Mayor of Omaha, Subby' 

Anzaldo~ is sitting out there with Police Chief James Skinner. 

Anybody who thinks this won't make a difference should ask them 

how they feel about 40 new police officers on the streets of 

Omaha. 


My friend the Republican Mayor of, Ft. Wayne, Indiana, Paul 
Helmke; couldn't be w~th us today, but Police Chief Neil Moore' 
is. Ask him if he thinks 30 new police officers will make a 
difference in Ft. Wayne. 

Police Commissioner turned Mayor Frank Jordan of,San 
'Francisco is out there,. 'Ask him what he thinks 20 new police. 
officers will mean for San Francisco. 

Today; we hit the ground running. It's only a beginning, 
but it is a very good beginning. And all of us were hired to 
build on it, to keep fighting for the future. 

To keep fighting until every neighborhood in America has the 
what it needs to catch criminals, keep violent offenders off the 
street, and prevent crime before it happens. To keep fighting 
until we give people back the right to feel safe. 

From the bottom of, my heart, thank you all very, very much 
and God bless you. 
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THE PRESIDENT: I think we ought to give the Vice 
President a hand for all the work that he has done. (Applause.) 
Thank you, Mr. Vice President, for your introduction and for your 
labors on this bill. ' 

Most of the introductions have been made, but I want to 
JOl.n what has been said. I want to thank the members of my Cabinet 
-- General Reno and Secretary Bentsen and all the others who worked 
so hard on this. I want to thank all these mayors here ~- Mayor 
Giuliani, Mayor Webb, Mayor Rice, Mayor Daley, Mayor James, Mayor 
Rindel, all the other mayors. I'd like to ask -- and there are some 
county officials here -- I'd. like to ask all the local leaders who 
are here to please stand up; they didn't all stand -- I'd like to ask 
them all to stand and be recognized. (Applause.) Mayor Golding, 
Susan, good to see you. Mayor Schmoke, Mayor Helmke, Mayor Abramson 
who got cauliflower ear for making his phone calls •. (Laughter.) 

I'd also like to ask, even though many of them have been 
introduced, I would like to ask the people without whom we would not 
be here today -- all the members of the Congress w~o are here, 
Republicans and Democrats, to please stand and be acknowledged; every 
one of them, I'd like for them to stand up. Thank you. (Applause.) 

And let me say'to all' the representatives of the 
victims' groups and the citizens' groups how grateful we are to you; 
to all the leaders of the law enforcement groups; to all the rank and 
file folks who worked so hard; to all the leaders of the community 
groups of people who wanted to give our kids something to say yes to 
and to prevent crime before it occurs; to all the ministers -- to all 
of you, I thank you fo~ being here and for making, this day possible~ 

The American people have been waiting a long time for 
this day. In the last 25 years, half a million Americans have been 
killed by other Americans. For 25 years, crime has been a hot 
political issue, used too often to .divide us while the system makes 
excuses for not punishing criminals and doing the job, instead of 
being used to unite us to prevent crime, punish criminals, and 
restore a sense of safety and security to the American people. 

For the last six years, children have become the most 
likely victims of violent crime and its most likely perpetrators. 
And for six years, Washington debated a crime bill without action 
while more and more children died, and more and more children became 
criminals and foreclosed a productive life for themselves. . 



In the last two years, Meghan Sposato lost a mother she 
had only begun to know: Polly Klaas lost her life to a felon who 
should never have been back on the streets; and James Darby wrote his 
President a letter because he was so afraid, only to lose his life 
walking home before anybody could erase 'his fears. And still, some 
people in this town tried to keep this day from happening. But 
today, at last, the waiting ends. (Applause.) : 

Today the bickering stops, the era of excuses is over, 
the law-'abiding citizens of our country have made their voices heard. 
Never again should Washington put politics and party above law and 
order. 

From this day forward, let us put partisanship behind 
us, and let us go forward -- Democrats and Republicans and 
Independents, law enforcement, community leaders, ordinary citizens 
-- let us roll up qur sleeves to roll back this awful tide of 
violence and reduce crime in our country. We have the tools now. 
Let us get about the business of using them. (Applause.) 

One of the reasons that I sought this office is to get 
this bill because if the American people do not feel safe on their 
streets, in their schools, in their homes, in their places of work 
and worship, then it is difficult to say that the American people are 
free. 

Not so long ago, kids grew up knowing they'd have to pay 
if they broke a neighbor's window playing ball. I know; I did·it 
once. (Laughter.) They knew they'd be in trouble if they lied or 
stole because. their parents and teachers and neighbors cared enough 
to set them straight. And everybody knew that anybody who committed 
a serious crime would be caught and convicted and would serve their 
time in jail. The rules were simple, the results were predictable, 
and we live9 better because of it. Punishment was swift and certain 
for people who didn't follow the rules, and rewards of America were 
considerable for those who did. 

Now, too many kids don't have parents who care. Gangs 
and drugs have taken over our streets and undermined our schools and 
undermined our schools. Every day we read about somebody else who 
has literally gotten away with mur.der. But the American people 
haven't forgotten the difference between right and wrong. The system 
has. The American people haven't stopped wanting to raise their 
children in lives of safety and dignity, but they've got a lot of 
obstacles in their way. 

When I sign this crime bill, we together are taking a 
big step toward bringing the laws of our land back into line with the 
values of our people, and beginning to restore the line between right 
and wrong. There must be no doubt about whose side we're on. People 
who commit crimes should be caught, convicted and punished. This 
bill puts government on the side of those who abide by the law, not 
those who break it; on the side of the victims, not their attackers; 
on the side of the brave men and women who put their lives on the 
line for us every day, not the criminals or those who would turn away 
from law enforcement. That's why police and prosecutors and 
preachers fought so hard for this bill, and why I am so proud to sign 
it into law today. 

When this bill is law, three strikes and you're out will 
be the law of the land, the penalty for killing a law enforcement 
officer will be death, we w~ll have a significant -- (Applause.) We 



· 
will have the means by which we can say, punishment will be more 
certain. We will cut, the federal work force over a period of years 
by 270,000 positions to its lowest level in 30 years, and take all 
that money to pay for this crime bill. (Applause.) 

The savings will be used to put 100,000 police officers 
on the street, a 20 percent increase. It will be used to build 
prisons to keep 100,000 violent criminals off the street. It will be 
used to give our young people something to say yes to, places where 
they can go after school where they are safe, where they can do , 
constructive things that will help them to build their lives, where 
teachers replace gang leaders as role models. All of these things 
should and will be done. (Applause. ), 

This bill makes it illegal for juveniles to own handguns 
and, yes, without eroding the rights of sportsmen ~nd women in this 
country, we will finally ban these assault weapons from our street 
that have no purpose other than to kill. (Applause. ) 

But, my friends, let us be frank with each other: even 
this great law, the toughest and smartest crime bill in our history, 
cannot do the job alone. By its own words, it is still a law. It 
must be implemented by you; and it must be supplemented by you. Even 
when we put a new police officer on your block, the officer can't 
make you safe unless you come out of your home and help the,officer 
do his or her job. (Applause.) Even when we keep our schools open 
late and give our children an alternative to drugs and gangs, your 
children won't learn the difference between right and wrong unless 
you teach them and they're in those schools when they're open. 
'( Applause. ) 

Our country will not truly be safe again until all 
Americans take personal responsibility for themselves, their families 
and their communities. This day is the beginning, not the end, of 
our effort to restore safety and security to the people of this 
country. (Applause.) 

Here in Washington there is more that we can do. Today 
I am naming Vice President Gore -- whose reinventing government 
report first proposed the cuts in the bureaucracy that will pay for 
this bill -- to head the President's Prevention Council. I want him 
to work with every department to make this a coherent and cost­
effective effort to give communities the tools they need to prevent 
crime from occurring in the first place. (Applause.) 

In a few weeks I will name the head of' our program to 
put 100,000 new police on the street. And early next month, the 
Justice Department will award grants to put new police on the street 
in 150 more cities and towns that applied last year •. 

Last Sunday, I was in Maryland, and Senator Sarbanes 
told me that already one of our community policing grants had 
resulted in the capture of a serious felon in a community in his 
state. This will make a difference. And I want to commend the 
Attorney General and the Justice Department for being determined to 
do this right, to get this money out to the grass roots so that we 
can hire the police and get on with the job. (Applause.) 

Thirdly, in the coming months the Vice President and I 
will hold forums on crime and violence all across our country, with 
all kinds of people from all walks of life, leading up here to a 
meeting at the White House next year to launch a national effort. at 



the grass roots level in each and every community to implement the 
crime bill properly, to enshrine the values and common sense the 
crime bill represents, and to do something about this terrible 
scourge of violence that is especially gripping our children and 
robbing them of their future. We intend to continue the fight, and 
we want you to keep working with us. (Applause.) 

Today we remember the thousands of officers who gave 
their lives to make our nation safer, whose names are inscribed in a 
stone memorial just a mile away from here. We remember the innocent 
victims whose lives were lost and whose families were shattered by 
the scourge of violent crime. 

We remember three -- James Darby, Polly Klaas and Jody 
Sposato -- whose deaths literally galvanized this nation and shamed 
our political system into action. It is in their memories that I 
dedicate this bill. I hope this law will always be remembered in 
their names. And I hope, too, that we will remember what the Vice 
President said: "The ultimate victory of this law will be in the 
salvation of the children whose names we will never know." 

Early in 1992, I was walking 'through one of the 
countless kitchens of a hotel lobby in New York on my way to a 
,dinner, when a waiter working there came up to me and grabbed me and 
he said, Mr. President -- he didn't call me Governor then -- he said, 
my 10-year-old boy is studying this election in school, and he says I 
should vote for you. But he said, I want to tell you something first 
-- I came here as an immigrant, and the place where I lived was very 
poor, and we were very poor. But at least we were free. Now we live 
here and we have more money, but we are not free. We are not free 
because my boy can't walk across the street and play in the park 
unless I am with him. We are not free because my boy cannot walk to 
school unless I am with him. Make my boy free. 

On the day after the crime bill was signed, I received a 
letter carefully typed from a very young man who is the son of a 
member of our administration. It was so eloquent. He said, I live 
in a good neighborhood, I go to a nice school. You wouldn't think 
people like me would care about this crime bill, but I have been 
keeping up with it every day because every time I go out with my 
friends at night to a movie or to a game, I think someone might shoot' 
me before I get home. Now I feel so much better. 

My fellow Americans, this is about freedom. Without 
responsibility, without order, without lawfulness, there is no 
freedom. Today, the will of the American people has triumphed over a 
generation of division and paralysis. We've won a chance to work 
together. 

So in that spirit, let us rededicate ourselves today to 

making this law become the life of our country, to restoring the 

sense of right and wrong that built our country, and, to make it safe 

not in words, but in fact, in the lifeblood of ev~ry child and every 

citizen of this country who believes in the promise of America. Let 

us make it real. 


Thank you and God bless you all. (Applause.) 

(The bill is signed.) (Applause.) 

END 11:00 A.M. EDT 



THE WHITE HOUSE 


Office of the Press Secretary 


For Immediate Release September 14, 1994 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 

TO U.S. ATTORNEYS 


'State Dining Room 


2:40 P.M. EDT 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much, General Reno, 
ladies and gentlemen. Welcome to the White House, and I want to 
begin by just,thanking you -- all of you for the work you did to 
help us pass the Crime Bill. It was one of the more interesting and 
rigorous legislative exercises we've had around here in a long time. 
(Laughter.) I believe that you fought for this Crime Bill because 
you knew that there was so much in it that would actually work for 
this country. 

And I'm encouraged as I saw some of the coverage on the 
Crime Bill last night that people are finally beginning to look at a 
lot of the provisions that weren't so hotly debated during the 
campaign for and against the Crime Bill that are really going to help 
us to make a difference to lower the crime rate and make the American 
people safer. 

We know that some of these things will'work. We have 
example after example in America that more police, properly deployed 
in community policing settings, will actually lower the crime rate. 
We have example after example that if you can figure out how to lock 
up the repeat offenders and give the first-time folks a chance to 
build a better life, you can lower the crime rate. We know that if, 
you can keep guns out of the hands of schoolchildren, you can make 
the schools and the streets safer, you can save a lot of victims, and 
you can save a lot of potential criminals, too, for a more 
constructive life. 

But the hard work of passing the Crime Bill, as I said 
yesterday when I signed it, was only the beginning. It's up to those 
of us who are charged with executing the laws to roll up our sleeves 
and put the Crime Bill to work as quickly as we possibly can. 

One of the most important provisions of this Crime Bill 
is one which has been largely overlooked, I think, in this debate. 
want to discuss, it with you today because I think it can make a huge 
difference. ' And that is the ban on juvenile possession of handguns. 
Except when hunting or target shooting with a parent or other 
responsible adult, young people simply shouldn't be carrying guns. 
Period. 

This provision is critical to our ability to make our 
schools and neighborhoods safer. It is so critical that I am 
directing you today, each of you, to prepare a plan in your districts 

I 



for enforcing this law over the next 100 days. We need to work with 
local law enforcement officials anq other local officials as you have 
been doing. 

And"I'want to compliment all of you and compliment the 
Atto~ney General for bringing this group in on a repeated disciplined 
basis and working closely with you,on policy. And then'I want to 
thank you for the work you've 'done: with state and local officials. 

But we have to make this work. If thi's law turns out to 
be just a law on the books that is widely ignored and never enforced, 
it will be a terrible shame because this law can save children's 
lives. This law can make a huge difference, but we obviously have to 
have a strategy to enforce it, and the means by which it is enforced 
may not be the same as a'practical matter, in every district in the 
country. 

So I want to urge you to do that. By January the 1st, 
we should have a strategY'in every community to get guns out of the 
hands of vio~ent teens and away from young criminals. 

Anybody can talk tough on crimeithis law gives you a 
chance to be both 'tough on criminals and successful inma~ingyour 
community safer. We must -- we must -- implement it vigorously and 
promptly. 

I also want to discuss the penalties which are in the 
laws, which are now available to you -- to make sure that people who 
do commit serious crimes are punished, people who commit violent 
crimes are punished severely, people who repeat their offenses are 
punished even more severely. ' 

This Crime Bill gives you the ultimate punishment -­
capital punishment -- for most heinous crimes, including'murdering a 
police officer. It makes 'it possible to keep repeat violent 
offenders off the street for good with the so-called "three-strikes­
and-you're-out" law. It stiffens the penalty for criminals who lure 
children into the drug trade. And from now on, if you use a child to 
sell drugs, the penalty will automatically be tripled. 

It tells young people that if you commit a serious crime 
or belong to a gang, you can get more time in jail automatically. It 
not only helps to protect communities by notifying them of people who 
have committed crimes which qualify them as sexual predators, but 
from now on, the penalty for these offenses has doubled. The bill 
has some remarkable provis.ions in the violence against women section, 
which I urge all of you to read, become familiar with, and use. 
Violence in and around the home is still a terrible problem in this 
country, and it gives us the tools to do something about it. 

It has some innovative provisions for boot camps and 
drug courts, and other innovations which we know have worked to lower 
the crime rate and to give people the chance to live a safer and more 
secure life. 

These are just some of the examples of what is in the 
Crime Bill. Much of America does not know everything that's in the 
Crime Bill yet, but many people in the law enforcement community 
don't know everything that's' in the Crime Bill yet. The penalties 
for selling'drugs to residents of public housing are doubled. There 
are increased penalties for felons who commit crimes with guns. For 
criminals who use assault weapons, for those who sell guns to minors. 



I All of these things have to be implemented in order to 
work. The most important thing I want to emphasize today is the 
sweeping ban on handgun possession by minors. If we can enforce 
this, it will make a massive difference in the problem of youth' 
violence. So let's come back here in 100 days with a plan to do it, 
and let's start the next year, 1995, with a system in place that will 
prove that the confidence of the people in this Crime Bill is not 
misplaced, and that we are going to rower crime, reduce violence and 
increase security in the United States with 'your leadership. 

Tharik you very much. (Applause.) 

Now I'm going to introduce Mary Jo White and Michael 
Stiles, and they're going to speak, and maybe they'll ask me to do 
something, since I asked you to do something. (Laughter.) 

The Attorney General said that's dangerous, they'll ask 
for money. (Laughter.) I've gotten good at saying no to that. 
( Laughter. ) 

Let me also say, just as I introduce Mary Jo and 
Michael, because I know they are the leaders of this task force 
representing you in working with the Attorney General, we have worked 
very hard here at the White House and in the Justice Department, in 
the appointment of United States attorneys, in the appointment of 
federal judges, and that we are proud of the job that we have done 
because of the job that you are doing and the job you will do, and I 
want you to know that that is also, to me, a 'very important part of 
the President's job, and I spend a great deal of time on it. 

So I want to emphasize .again, as I ask Mary Jo and, 
Michael to come up here, that one of the things that I have been so 
pleased about the Attorney General's performance in doing is bringing 
you here on a regular basis and involving you in a regular way in 
making the policy, of the Justice Department. Because for most 
Americans, ,the policy of the Justice Department is not, the decisions 
we make about what appeals to enter into, or what position to take on 
appeals. 

For most Americans, the policy of the Justice Department 
is what you do all day every day; and we thank you for that. 

:'END 2:45 P.M. EDT 
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Text oflPresident Clinton's weekly radio address delivered 

Text of President Clinton's weekly radio address delivered,
Saturday: 

Good morning. 
This morning I want to talk with you about crime and violence. 

All of us know it's too familiar a threat to Americans in almost 
every neighborhood in our country. 

Right now, just as I'm delivering this address, the family, 
friends and neighbors of a 13-year-old boy are gathered in a church 
not far from the White House to lay him to rest. His name was 
Anthony Stokes. He was shot last Saturday night apparently by 
another boy about the same age. 

Later this morning, as Anthony Stokes' family buries him, House 
and Senate negotiators will meet to finish work on the crime bill. 
Soon after, each member of the House of Representatives will face a 
simple choice to pass the toughest attack on crime in history, or 
to block it one more time. 

We must not walk away from the American people in the fight . 
against crime. 

Anthony Stokes was killed just two days after Congress succumbed 
to intense political pressure and allowed the crime bill to be 
derailed. We fought hard over the last 10 days to get it back on 
track. And it is back on track because members of Congress of both 
parties have worked together in good faith, determined to deliver a 
crime .bill for the American people. 

Now Congress must finish the job and pass the crime bill I've 
been fighting for nearly two years now. When they do, it's going to 
make a difference in every town, every city, every state in our 
country. . 

It's a tough bill. It'll put 100,000 new police officers on our 
street a 20 percent increase in the number of officers walking 
the beat, protecting our neighborhoods and preventing crime as well 
as catching criminals. It will shut down the revolving door on our 
prisons and make violent criminals serve their time. Police 
officers and law-abiding citizens should no longer have to watch in 
fear and frustration as dangerous criminals are put right back on 
the street. . 

It will stiffen penalties for cri~inals who prey on children. It 
will protect unsuspecting families from sexual predators in their 
communities by requiring local authorities to alert them to their 
presence. It will lock the most dangerous criminals up for good by 
making three strikes and you're out the law of the land. 

But this crime bill is smart as well as tough, because our 
approach recognizes what the law enforcement community has been 
saying for years and years •. There isn't a single victim of crime 
who wouldn't trade the toughest sentence in the world for some way 
to have prevented the crime from happening in the first place. 

That's why this bill includes an unprecedented effort in crime 
prevention to help kids stay away from crime and drugs and gangs. 
'It gives them something to say yes to. At the same time, we make it 
clear there are some things. young people must say no to. The crime 
bill bans juvenile ownership of handguns. There's no reason why 
kids should be carrying guns to schools instead of books. 

Finally, it bans deadly assault weapons that were designed to be 
used in war for rapid-fire combat. Today they are the weapons of 
choice for gangs and drug dealers who use them to outgun police 
officers and to kill innocent people. They don't belong on our 



streets, and the crime bill will take them off. 
And the entire crime bill will be paid for and this is 

important. not with a new tax, not by taking money away from some 
other needed service, but by reducing the size of the federal 
bureaucracy to its lowest level in 30 years. 

This crime bill answers the call of every parent afraid that 
random violence will harm a child; of every police officer who's 
been hurt or killed by the terrible fire power of an assault 
weapon; of every innocent, law-abiding man, woman and child in 
America. The crime bill offers this pledge: From now on, our 
government will do everything we can to make sure that people who 
commit crimes get caught; that those who are guilty are convicted; 
that those who are convicted serve their times; that those who can 
be saved from a life of crime are found when they're young and 
given a chance to do better. 

For all these reasons, and for a young man named Anthony Stokes 
who's being laid to rest today, we must not let this chance pass us 
by. We must seize the opportunity before us to make a dramatic 
difference in every neighborhood. And as we do, I hope we can make 
a difference in the way our government works. 

Let today mark the beginning of 'a determined,effort on the part 
of all of us to work in good faith across party lines. I have shown 
my good faith, and in so doing I have taken the risk that all 
people take when they talk to people who oppose them. 

Soon the Congress will have a chance to show the risk was worth 
it. And once they pass the crime bill, the way will be Clear for us 
to attack other problems together, across party lines, as the 
American people want us to do and as we should. 
APNP-08-20-94 1442EDT 
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For six long years, the American people have 

waited for Washington to help stem the surging tide of 

crime and violence. Today, Senators in both parties 

took a promising step to bring the long hard wait for a 

Crime Bill closer to an end. 

I want to salute Republicans and Democrats in the 

Senate who voted today to put law and order before 

politics and party. 
c 



Ordinary Americans across the country should take 

heart:' In the, past two weeks, men1bers of Congress in 

both houses from both parties have thrown off the 

bonds of politics as 'usual to do the people's business. 

That's exactly what the people sent us here to do. 



President william J. Clinton 
statement on Senate Crime Bill vote 

August 25, 1994 
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STATEMENT OF THE PRESIDENT 

AUGUST 25, 1994 


The American people will not forget what a few in Congress did to them here this 
afternoon. Today, the Republican Senate leadership proved once and for all that they care 
more about their own political interests than about· the lives and personal security of ordinary 
people. 

Let's be ·very clear about what happened here today:. a number of Republicans who 
voted for this Crime Bill in November and helped come up with the provisions to pay for it 
by cutting the federal workforce, turned around and used those provisions to throw up a 
roadblock and stop this Crime Bill. There's no excuse for what they did, and we're going to 
tear that roadblock down. 

I know that some in the Senat~.; want to go home. But we're not going to let them go. 

The first responsibility of government is to keep its citizens safe. The police officers 
and prosecutors of this country don't walk away from that responsibility. Earlier this week, 
Republicans and Democrats in the House of Representatives didn't walk away from that 
responsibility. And we're not going to let Republicans in the United States Senate walk away 
from their responsibility to keep the American people safe. 

I want to thank the Democrats and Republicans in the Senate who had the courage 
today to put law and order ahead of politics and party. And I want to reach out to many of 
their Republican colleagues who helped write this bipartisan bill, who support this bipartisan 
bill, and who will vote for it if their Republican leaders ever let the Crime Bill come to a 
vote. 

We will come back tomorrow and the next day and the day after that, and we'll keep 
coming back for as long as it takes to win this Crime Bill for the American people. The 
American people don't care what party we're in, who's up and who's down, or who's running 
for what in the next election: They just want their children to grow up in a country that is 
safe. 

I want the Senate to go back and finish the job the people sent us here to do. For 
more than 200 years, when our nation's security has been threatened, Americans have stood 
together without regard to party to keep this country safe. Today our security is threatened in 
our streets here at home. When violent criminals are preying on innocent children and 
teenagers roam the streets with assault weapons better armed than the police, we must put 
politics aside and keep our people safe. 



CRIME INSERT 

AUGUST 24, ·1994 


This past weekend, Democrats and Republicans in the House joined in an 

unprecedented effort to set aside the petty concerns of partisan politics, and act quickly to 

address the real concerns of real people. Not only did they pass a Crime Bill that the 

American people desperately want, but .they showed the bipartisan spirit and good faith we 

desperately need here to make Washington work again. 


Now the Senate has a chance to pass the toughest, smartest, most bipartisan Crime Bill 
in our nation's history -- a bill that is built on the bipartisan roots of the Crime Bill that 
Republicans and Democrats in the Senate passed late last year by a vote of 95 to 4. 

This bill is centrist and bipartisan to its bones: 100,000 new police; billions for more 
prisons; three .... strikes-and-you're-out; prohibiting juveniles from owning handguns; a ban on 
deadly assault weapons; crime prevention programs; a massive cut hi the federal bureaucracy 
to pay for all these crime-fighting efforts ... These aren't Democratic ideas or Republican 
ideas --. they're common-sense ideas that the American people support because they can 
make a difference against crime now. .. 

The American people have waited six years for a Crime Bill, even as they have 
watch~d the average violent criminal go free in four years. For six years, Americans' fear of 
crime and frustration with the political system have been going up at the' same time .. 

. So this isn't just about passing a Crime Bill. It is about keeping faith with the 

millions of American families who work hard, pay the taxes, obey the laws, and don't ask 


. much from government but just want to raise their children in a country that is safe. We will 
never win back the confidence of the American people until we pass this Crime Bill and do 
our best to make them feel safe again. . . 

The American people will not tolerate a criminal justice system that makes excuses for 
criminals or a political system that makes excuses for politicians. It's time to put the excuses, 
the blame, and the politics aside, and join forces to pass this Crime Bill now. 
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ed. 
PRESIDENT: Good morning. Thank you. Please be 

day, we 
It was such 

thought we ought 
a beautiful and, for, August, a cool summer 
to move to the Rose Garden today and give us 

all a chance to enjoy this wonderful beauty. 

Senator Wofford, Congressman Lewis, Martin Luther King, 
III, MR. Segal, ladies and gentlemen: We're here for the signing of 
the, King Holiday and Service Act of 1994. And I have some words I 
want to say about that, but if I might, I'd like to mention a few 
things about the service that the Congress is engaged in performing 
at the present moment with regard to the crime bill. 

On Sunday evening Democrats and Republicans in the House 
produced a victory for all Americans by passing the bill. They 
showed that, with a.little faith and a lot of hard work, they could 
reach across the partisan divide that has held this country back for 
too long, to pass a bill that is both tough and smart, that is firm 
and compassionate, that gives us a chance to lower the crime rate and 
.make our people safer. 

Many of the best ideas in the bill were ones contributed 
by both Democrats and Republi~ans -- to put '100,000 police on the 
streets; to keep violent offenders off the streets with longer 
sentences and three strikes and you're out: to prohibit juveniles 
from owning handguns; to ban assault weapons; to provide innovative 
and proven prevention programs to give our children a chance to have 
a better future -- programs, I want to emphasize, that were sponsored 
in this legislation by members of both parties. 

And one of the best ideas in the bill was also supported 
in both Houses by members of both parties; that is to establish a 
trust fund funded by the reductions in the federal work force over 
the next six years -- 270,000 -- to bring our federal government to 
its smallest size in over 30 years, and to give all that money back 
to our local communities for police, for punishment, and for 



prevention. Not by raising taxes, not by cutting other services, but 
simply reducing the size of the federal government to its lowest 
point in 30 years. 

This trust fund was sponsored by leaders from both 
parties, including Senators Byrd, Mitchell, and'Biden for the 
Democrats; Senators Dole, Gramm, and Hatch for the Republicans. It 
passed the Senate by a vote of 94 to 4 the first time. 

When this bill comes back it will be a little different 
from the bill that passed the Senate, but not much. It lasts six 
years instead of five years. It has some more money for border 
patrol and other problems. But it's not much bigger on an annual 
basis and it's all paid for in the same way. Every senator without 
regard to party ought to continue the bipartisan spirit that was 
established in the House for an American approach to an American 
problem. That is the service we ought to be performing today to 
make this an American crime bill, and to do it without delay. 

The King Holiday and Service Act of 1994, in this bill, 
combines for the very first time our national holiday in honor of Dr. 
King with a national day of service. Nothing could be more 
appropriate, for it was· Dr. King who said everyone can be great 
because everyone can serve. 

I always think of the great line he said, that if a 
person was a street sweeper, he ought to sweep the streets as if he 
were Michelangelo painting the Sistine Chapel and try to be the best 
one in the whole world. That is what I think all of us ought to be 
about doing. 

Dr. King taught us that our faith can redeem us, that 
the sacrifices of individuals can sustain us, that moral courage can 
guide us. He dedicated himself to what was in his time and what' 
remains the most difficult challenge we face as a democratic people 
-- closing the great gap between our words. and our deeds. 

Now we are attempting in this bill and in this 
administration to accept this challenge, for those who are still 
barred from the American Dream, and for those who worry that their 
children will have less of it than they had. We're doing our best 
here to give government back to ordinary citizens, with an 
administration that is really more like American than any ever has 
been, not only in terms of its racial and gender diversity, but also 
in its commitment to excellence -- with four million new jobs, 20 
million young people eligible for reduced college loans, 15 million 
working families getting tax cuts, and three years of reduction in 
our deficit for the first time since Mr. Truman was the President. 

We demanded fairness in all public services, and 
especially in housing, not only in Vidor, Texas, but all across the 
United States. We fought to empower the next generation of our 
working people, beginning with Head Start and world-class educational 
standards and apprenticeship programs for those who don't go to 



college, and more and less expensive ,college loans and.national 
service for those who wish to pursue higher education. 

We fought to strengthen our communities with empowerment 
zones and community development banks. And we fought to make our 
people safer with the Brady Bill, and hopefully, with this crime 
bill. 

But we know, and we learn here every day that laws alone 
cannot restore the American family, cannot give individuals the sense 
of self-worth and purpose, cannot make the American community what it 
ought to be,. It takes the miracle that begins with personal choices 
and personal actions, and that cuts through the fog of cynicism and 
negativism that grips every American from time to time, and has often 
gripped this country too much. 

Giving every citizen at the grass roots a chance to make 
a difference in his or her own life is a big part of what our efforts 
are all about. This law. helps us to do that by linking the 
observance of Dr. King's birthday to a day of.national service -- an 
extraordinary idea and a timely one because just next month we will 
launch Americorps in full-blown initiative, with 20,000 young people 
serving their communities at the grass-roots level and earning some 
credit to !urther their education while doing so. 

Nothing could better serve the legacy of Dr. King. He 
was apathy's sworn enemy and action's tireless champion. 

The King Commission has already sponsored seven national 
youth assemblies, where. young people address issues for themselves, 
such as drug abuse, illiteracy and the importance of staying in 
school. The largest and most recent assembly took place in the 
capital of my home state, Little Rock, where Governor Tucker hosted 
1,300 young people. 

Overall, the Commission has already helped to recruit 
4.5 million young people to sign a pledge where they say no to 
violence and drugs, and yes to serving in their communities. That is 
a truly revolutionary achievement. 

With today's action we can broaden that effort. We can 
give many more an opportunity to make a difference, to respond to the 
needs of their communities, whether through tutoring children or 
housing the homeless, improving parks or keeping our people safer. 

As Senator Wofford has said in what I think is one of 
his best statements, "The King holiday should be a day on, not a day 
off." 

Dr. King's time with us was too brief. But his V1S10n 
was so great, his moral purpose was so strong that he made us believe 
that we could be better than we are, and that someday we would be 
able to walk hand in hand together into a brighter tomorrow. 



:.... " 

He said -- and I;quote.--' "Every ,man must decide whether 
he will walk in the light of creative altruism or the darkness of 
destructive selfishness. ,,'Life I,S most persistent and urgen't 'question 
is what are· you doing for others~" 

Today we can ,say with some pride, we have given all 
Americans a better chance to work together and ,to help others. This 
celebration of Dr. King will now be a celebration of his visioh of 
community, his vision of service. And his life proves that it will 
work for all Americans and for our country. ' ' " 

Thank you very much. ( Applause •.) 

(The bill is, signed. ) 

END 11:40 A.M. EDT 
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On Sunday, Democrats and Republicans in the House produced a victory for law­
abiding Americans by passing the Crime Bill. They showed that a little bit of faith and a lot 
of hard work can .overcome the old labels and partisan divisions that have held us back for 
too long. . 

This week, the United States Senate has a chance to, pass the toughest, smartest, most 
bipartisan Crime Bill in our nation's history. Many of the best ideas in this Crime Bill are 
ones that Republican and Democratic 'Senators came up with together. It will put 100,000 . 
police on our streets, keep violent offenders off our streets with longer sentences and by 
making three-strikes-and-you're-out the law of the land. It will prohibit juveniles from 
owning handguns and ban deadly assault weapons. And it will launch innovative' crime 
prevention programs that were sponsored by Democrats and Republicans alike. 

And one of the best bipartisan ideas in this Crime Bill is a Trust Furtd that will pay 
for all these crime-fighting efforts --not by raising taxes or cutting necessary services -- but' 
by reducing the size of the federal bureaucracy by more than 270,000 positions, to its lowest 
level in more than 30 years. The Trust Fund was sponsored by leaders in both parties -­
Senators Byrd, Mitchell, and Biden for. the Democrats, and Senators Dole, Gramm, and 
Hatch for the Republicans .:- and it passed the Senate by an overwhelming vote of 94 to 4. 

When the'time comes for them to vote; every Senator without regard to party ought to 
remember the bipartisan spirit of this Crime Bill, and the nonpartisan urgency of restoring 
law and order to our streets. It is time for us to put politics aside and finish the job the 
people sent us here to do. ' , . 

This isn't a Democratic Crime Bill or a Republican Crime Bill --: it's an American 
Crime Bill, and we should pass it without delay. 
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STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

. Over the past two days, I have spoken with many Senators, 
Democratic and Republican, who are interested in working together 
to pass the crime Bill now. Unfortunately, there remain too many 
Senate Republicans who are unwilling to join in this bipartisan 
effort, which gained such a boost in the House last weekend, to 
give this nation its toughest and smartest Crime Bill ever. 

This group of Senators wants to delay putting 100,000 cops 
on our streets, block tough sentences and new jails to hold 
violent criminals, postpone making "three strikes and you're out" 
the law of the land, and reject a serious effort to prevent 
crime, and keep kids off the steet. Why? Because they are 
interested in partisan posturing, or appeasing the gun lobby's 
demand to kill the ban on assault weapons, or both. 

These Senators claim they are acting in the name of 
bipartisanship, but they are not. Bipartisan cooperation is what 
produced this Crime Bill -- not what is blocking it. The spirit 
of compromise is what got us to this point -- not what is keeping 
us from getting farther. The fact is that the minority of 
Senators who want to use procedural tricks to block the Crime 
Bill now are not acting out of bipartisanship, or a spirit of 
cooperation -- they are obstructionists, plain and simple. 

The crime Bill before the senate is the product of six years 
of bipartisan work. It contains provisions sponsored by numerous 
Democratic and Republican Senators, and this very bill won the 
votes of almost one-third of the House Republicans last weekend. 

Moreover, the procedural device that some Republicans want 
to use to block this bill is particularly hypocritical. They 
want to raise a technical point of order against a provision -­
the Crime Bill Trust Fund -- that they wrote, that they voted 
for, that one of them called "God's work." Just days before the 
crime Conference began, the Senate Republicans voted 
overwhelmingly -- 40 to 4 -- to direct the Conferees to include 
the Crime Trust Fund in the final bill. Now, these same Senators 
want to block the Crime Bill.-- ironically, not because the 
Conference ignored their demands, but because it complied with 
them. Only in Washington. 

We were sent to Washington to enforce law and order, not 
points of order. If these Republican senators persist in their 
efforts, the American people will know just what is going on 
here: an attempt to thwart legislation, devised in a bipartisan 
manner, endorsed by every major police and prosecutor group in 
the country, for reasons having nothing to do with the public 
interest, and much to do with political and special interests. 

The Senate should reject the procedural delays, and pass the 
Crime Bill now. 
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THE PRESIDENT: The vote in the House of Representatives 
tonight is a great victory for all law-abiding Americans. It's also 
a victory for all Americans who have longed to change the way 
government works here in our Nation's Capital; who have wanted us for 
a long time to go beyond labels and partisan divisions and false 
choices to common-sense solutions to our most profound national 
challenges. 

For six long years, under two previous Presidents, our 
families were under siege; violence on our streets increased. 
Washington talked a lot about crime during these years, but did not 
act. 

Well, tonight Democrats and Republicans joined together 
and they acted. They reached across party lines to pass the toughest 
and smartest crime bill in the history of the United States. The 
House moved beyond politics ~s usual to assume responsibility for 
protecting our citizens and for punishing those who prey on them, and 
for giving our children a better future. 

I am very grateful for the cooperation in this effort of 
several members of the House in the Republican Party who worked hard 
wi~h the Democrats in the House and with our administration to make 
improvements in this bill over the last few days. This is the way 
Washington ought to work, and I hope it will work this way in the 
future. 

Let me remind you: This crime bill will put 100,000 
police officers on our streets. It will keep repeat violent 
criminals off our streets with longer sentences and with the three 
strikes and you're out law, and with funds to build prisons to hold 
those criminals. It will prohibit juveniles ~rom owning handguns, 
and ban deadly assault weapons, and provide prevention funds to our 
local communities to give our children something to say yes to and to 
give people the opportunity to teach our children who need it right 
from wrong. 

And the entire crime bill was fully paid for -- and I 



want to emphasize this again -- this major attack on crime is fully 
paid for not with new taxes, not by taking money away from current 
expenditures, but by reducing the federal government to its lowest 
level in 30 years -- by over 270,000 -- a major focus of our 
reinventing government efforts. And all that money will be taken 
from the federal budget and· given to local communities to empower 
them to keep the American people safer. 

Still, in spite of·the great strengths of this bill, 
many of the same forces that prevented a crime bill from passing for 
six years were also present here -- especially over the assault 
weapons issue. We received great pressure after the crime bill 
stalled in the House to' simply remove the assault weapons ban. But 
we held firm, though the opposition was intense and the outcome was 
uncertain. We held firm because we owed it to the brave men and 
women in police uniforms who go out and risk their lives for the rest 
of us every day, and we owed it to the law-abiding citizens of this 
country. We must never walk away from our fundamental 
responsibilities in this area. 

, Let me remind you now that this fight is far from over. 
We now move to the Senate, which must pass the bill this week. But I 
hope that the senators watched this debate, and I hope they watched 
the events of the last few days, and I hope they watched the 
Republicans and the Democrats working together for the safety of the 
people of the United States. After all, as.I said the other day, 
this must not be a Democratic crime bill or a Republican crime bill, 
this crime bill must belong to the American people. And I urge the 
Senate to pass it without delay. 

Q Mr. President, as you know there are many opponents 
in the Senate who are already threatening a filibuster. Do you 
believe there are 60 senators who will vote in favor of this package? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I would remind you that there were 
over 90 senators who voted for a crime bill that was about this 
expensive, cost about this amount of money. I have given them a way 
to pay for it without new taxes and without taking away from. other 
government expenditures. The crime bill the Senate passed the first 
time had the assault weapons ban in it. It had prevention funds in 
it. It had tougher punishment in it. 

So, since this bill is essentially what they passed 
before -- because the Senate also passed 100,000 police officers 
those who change their vote will have to explain it and will bear the 
burden of doing so. 

We've seen enough politics on this crime bill. The time 
has come to pass it. And, yes, I believe that when the time comes 
there will be 60 votes to pass a crime bill. 

Q Mr. President, you said you hope this vote changes 
the way Washington works. Will you change the way you work and tone 
down your partisan rhetoric and reach more quickly out to the 



Republicans? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, Mr. Fornier, I disagree with you. 
I have always sought first on every major bill to reach out to the 
Republicans. And the minute it became obvious that we had a chance 
to do so here, I did it. 

I do want to say that that group which worked so closely 
with the administration and with some of the Democrats who were 
working on this bill proceeded in good faith. I appreciate what they 
did. I know they, too, were under partisan pressure on their side 
not to do it. 

But as long as we can have a working bipartisan majority 
to get something good done for America, I'm going to be there leading 
the charge. And I'm hopeful that this represents a change in 
attitudes across the board. It's what I had hoped to bring to 
Washington when I came here. And I think it's what the American 
people want us to do. 

Q What lessons have you learned from this exchange on 
the crime bill that you think might be useful in going forward with 
health care reform? 

THE PRESIDENT: That's hard to say 

Q Specifically on the matter of the mainstream 
version now in the Senate -- is that something you would support? 

THE PRESIDENT: The issue -- but the issue in every case 
is, are the people involved willing to look at what actually will 
work. 

What happened to us here in this crime bill in the last 
couple of days is that we even had people meeting with us who voted 
against the assault weapons ban. We had people meeting with us who 
thought that the bill was too costly, but that there did need to be 
some money put into prevention to give these kids a better future. 
And the discussion was unfailingly about what was reasonable, what 
was practical and what would work. 

What gets Washington all jammed up is when ideology and 
labels overtake .what is the clear reality of a circumstance. And I 
think that that would be possible in the health care debate. But 
everybody would have to be willing to sort of leave their 
preconceived positions at the door, at least be prepared to moderate 
them some in order to achieve the goal that we all say we want. 

Everybody says we want two things -- to keep the health 
care system we have, but, a, achieve coverage for all Americans; and, 
b, do it in ways that control costs in the years to come. The issue 
is, will we really look at that? And I hope we will. I am very 
hopeful. 



All I can tell you is, I'm going to bend over backwards, 
even though I am not a member 6f the Congress, I do not control the 
procedures in the Congress. I think the fact that this procedure 
worked well should auger well for the future. And I hope people in 
both parties will at least seek this opportunity on major pieces of 
legislation. 

Thank you. 

Q Sounds like you support the mainstream proposal in 
the Senate. 

THE PRESIDENT: That's not what I said. I don't know 
what it is, I haven't had a chance to study it. 

Q Will you get your birthday wish and go on vacation? 

THE PRESIDENT: I hope so. I don't know yet. I missed 
my other one by one stroke yesterday. (Laughter.) 

END 8:24 P.M. EDT 



CRIME INSERT, 
AUGUST 23. 1994 

On Sunday. Democrats and Republicans in the House produced a victory for law­
abiding Americans by passing the Crime Bill. They showed that a little bit of faith and a lot 
of hard work can overcome the old labels, and partisan divisions that have held us back for 
too long. 

This week, the United States Senate has a chance to pass the toughest. smartest, most 
bipartisan Crime Bill in our nation's history. Many of the best ideas in this Crime Bill are 
ones that Republjcan and Democratic Senators came up with together. It will put 100,000 
police on our streets, keep violent offenders off our streets with longer sentences and by 
making three-strikes-and-you're-out the law of the land. It will prohibit juveniles from 
owning handguns and ban deadly assault weapons. And it will launch innovative crime 
prevention 'programs that were sponsored by Democrats and Republicans alike. 

And one of the best bipartisan ideas in this Crime Bill is a Trust Fund that will pay 
for all these crime-fighting efforts -- not by raising taxes or cutting necessary services -­
but by reducing the size of the federal bureaucracy by more than 270,000 positions, to its 
lowest level in more than 30 years. The Trust Fund was sponsored by leaders in both parties 
-- Senators Byrd, Mitchell, and Biden for the Democrats, and' Senators Dole. Gramm, and 
Hatch for the Republicans -..., and it passed the Senate by an overwhelming vote of 94 to 4. 

When the time comes for them to vote, every Senator without regard to party ought to 
remember the bipartisan spirit of this Crime Bill, and the nonpartisan urgency of restoring law 
and order to our streets. It is time for us to put politics aside and finish the job the people 
sent us here to do. 

This isn't a Democratic Crime Bill or a Republican Crime Bill -.:.. it's an American 
Crime Bill, and we should pass it without delay. 



August 22t 1994 

Dear Senator: 

This week, the Senate has an historic chance to move us beyond the old labels and 
partisan divisions by passing the toughest, smartest Crime Bill in our nation's history. 

I want to congratulate members of Congress in both houses and both parties who have 
reached across party lines and worked in good faith to produce this Crime Bill. This isn't a 
Democratic Crime Bill or a Republican Crime Bill -- it's an American Crime Bill t and it will 
make a difference in every town, every city, and every state in our country. 

The Crime Bill produced by House. and Senate conferees and passed yesterday by 
Democrats and Republicans in the House achieves all the same objectives as the bipartisan 
Crime Bill which the Senate passed last November by a vote of 95 to 4. 

Many of the central provisions of this Crime Bill were included in the Senate bill: 
... Nearly $9 billion to put 100,000 new police officers on our streets in 

community policing; 
* An additional $4.6 billion for federal t state and local law enforcement (a 25% 

increase above the Senate bill); 
... $9.9 billion for prisons (a 30% increase above the Senate bill), coupled with 

tough truth-in-sentencing requirements that will shut the revolving door on violent 
criminals; 

... Life imprisonment for repeat violent offenders by making three-strikes-and­
you're-out the law of the land; 

.., Federal death penalties for the most heinous of crimes, such as killing a law 
enforcement officer; 

* A ban on handgun ownership for juveniles; 
* Registration and community notification to warn unsuspecting families of 

sexual predators in their midst; 
* A ban on 19 semiautomatic assault weapons, with specific protection for 

more than 650 other weapons; and 
* Innovative crime prevention programs, such as the Community Schools 

program sponsored by Senators Danforth, Bradley, and Dodd, and the Violence 
Against Women Act sponsored by Senators Biden, Hatch, and Dole. 



..I 

One of the most· important elements of this Crime Bill is the creation of a Violent 
Crime Reduction Trust Fund, which ensures that every crime-fighting program in the bill will 
be paid for by reducing the federal bureaucracy by more than 270,000 positions over the next 
six years. The idea for the Trust Fund came from Senators Byrd, Mitchell, Biden, Gramm, 
Hatch, and Dole, and the Senate approved it by a vote of 94 to 4. The Trust Fund will 
ensure that the entire Crime Bill will be fully paid for, not with new taxes, but by reducing 
the federal bureaucracy to its lowest level in over 30 years. 

The Senate led the way in passing these important anti-crime proposals last 
November, and I urge you to take up this Crime Bill in the same bipartisan spirit that marked 
that debate. The American people have waited six years for a comprehensive Crime Bill. It's 
time to put politics aside and finish the job. After all the hard work that has gone into this 
effort by members of both parties acting in good faith, we owe it to the law-abiding citizens 
of this country to pass this Crime Bill without delay. 

Sincerely, 

Bill Clinton 


