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EGOTIATING NUCLEAR pohcy ‘with

* North Korea.is a ‘'strange and.e€ene process.
“The United States and its friends are.not.
ty sure who's really in charge there, or what he

North Korea S Reactors

ihey) might really want; Nuclear energy, is not -

®d to the economic: peeds of an-extremely poor

o oountry, but. the North Koreans are determined to
. Favé: reactors for what they claim are peaceful -
.and -make it clear that the only open -

R T J

_3peshon is. ‘which kind. The._ altérnative to these .

is o revert to the positions of last spring;

_igswiich the United States fitfully threatened sanc-
" tiopesand North Korea fitfully threatened war. In..

mmsﬂima‘i”@?ﬁfﬁeﬂemﬁ  rationd bundanes, That nees o be 3 cenel

tlghtrhreo_tr_on—-thwgh wall-to-wall caveats are re- N ning.

. qifred.

«THe. dangers are obtnous North Ko.rea has prom- :
_<ised mot to produce more plutomum from ‘which it -

. comimake nuclear weapons—in addition to the one -

dr‘rwo “weapons that the CIA thinks it may already
It says it will also abandon two reactors,

l'lclt\t}’I finder canstruction, that ¢ould produce -much

-' t.‘:ll-h: :

T HEN AN elected representauve fails to-do”
" his job, he can be voted out of office, When

: lingants are put in a terrible position, They can:file

'Y " a avil servant in the executive branch.is
r@]’;hct, complaints can be filéd with a supervisor.or .
. ember of Congress But when a judge. fails to-

‘a en,,d to his reSponsrbdmes in a timely manner, the’

oTE. plutomum In response the United States has
ebd to move toward normal diplomatic relations
help North Korea build two big reactars of the -
mdel;( used in' the :advanced industrial. coun-~. "
T'he Amenczn negot.rators defend th:s oonoes— ;

' Slow Judges

~ repeated motions asking for a decision, but the: jud e

canignore these requests. They can petrttqn

higher. court .for a ‘writ of mandamus—an order'_' :
demaading that the dilatory judge act-—-but that.is -

" undasstandably risky and unlikely to ' endear ‘the

paﬁrﬁhng the petition to the judge under attack: Or .
.- thex: é&n wait''it out. in ‘the hope -that - eventually -

' justice -will ;be done, That -is hardly: a sahsfaotory

. diteniative when the wait'extends for years.
' "ﬂongress admowledged ‘this problem in 1990 by’

nm!ng a law requiring all federal trial judges todile a. -

:emn on their backlogs annually, in the. hope-and

_expettation that making. this data available to:the.

pub!rwordd move slow judges. In many partsof the

".. ‘comitry, this has been an effective device. In. the

.. Bisfrict of Columbia, however, the filings reveal that .

tem‘Ble _problems remain. There are some legitimate.

reasons for. delay in this mnsdlctlon -among them the

fact that there are- 'vacancies on the court so the
"ﬁmg judges are hard' pressed to keep up.- In-.
2 \ add‘Tuon the US. Dlst.nct Court' here ha.nd.les far *

"lll!'l Y
. I \

.Jsron by pomtmg out’ that these machmes——hght-wa—j._ g
. ter reactors—would produce less plutonium than the R
graphite reactors that- the North- Koreans are cur- "

rently bu.lldmg They alsoargue that /it would" take

nearly 10 years to build the hght-water reactors and ©
. in-that time many things can ‘happen in North Korea :

‘They are counting on a closer involvement with -

South Korea and Japan, which would apparently bear - L

most of the heavy costs of these projects.

It would be cmctal to. erisure that not only legal]y S
. but phystcally ‘North - Korea. could not, break its . & ~. .
_com.tmtrne.nts-—that the new reactors would be built© -

into a system -that could not besevered along
"‘purpose of t.hese talks whrch are- on.ty now begin-
One further objectron is ‘that dte new reactors

would - tonstitute “a multibillioni-doliar  bribe to t.he
Nort.h Koreans to'desist from violating . past promis-.

es. This unsettiing truth cannot be wished or talked -

away. It i is an unhappy circlimstance that rmphes_at-'

least two imperatives for the American négotiators. = * ' .
One is that they find ways to ensuré that they are = -

.not setting a precedent for Iran or Libya. The other’

is that they get real, demonstrable and enforceable .7
results for any such deal, which is to-say. that they Co

make sure the outcome would be worth 1t

-and others are riot. For the second year ina row for R

__-\example this year's -report, . filed- on: March’ 31,
.-reveals that Judges:Charles Richey'and Stanley -
‘Sporkin have perfect records: niot a single motion or -
" completed bench trial pending for six months. Senior
.- judges’ often handle a lighter caseload, but of these, - R
Thomas. Flannery is current and Oliver Gasch has .~ .
only two mot.lons pendmg. and vahd explamuons for- .
 these, .

Most of the other judges have some old mat—. o
"ters_Judge Stanley Harris has 29—but their back- -
“Jogs do not extend beyond-this decade. This can’tbe
said of three judges, however, who deserve special -
_.cnt.lctsm Judge Norma Holloway Johrison, has failed

t0 act on two employmenit discrimination cases that

have been ready for decision since 1988 and 1989, - -

respecuvely Judge Thamas Penﬁeld Jackson- has |
failed to rule .on seven motions that were filed in’

"1988 and 1989 though in one of these (coincidently o
‘involving The Washington Post). the bankruptcy of * - . .
one of the parties contributed to the delay. Unfortu- .
~’nately, for the'second year in a row, the chief judge, -
John Garrett Penn,’ is the worst oﬁender Not'only.
'-'does he have seven matters pendirig since.the '80s,

one of these has been ready for decision since 1986

That is unconscionable. No litigants should haveto. . - -
wait eight years for a ruling. And no judge should be " . "
" allowed td ignore his responsibility:for that long. The” - .
;:__ more; oomplex avil? Imgatlon mvolvmg the govem—
- ment, But ‘any’ blanket excuse fails to' explain why -
mq.judges are able to keep theu' caseload current

U.S. “Court of Appeals, which has the power fo .
supervise the performance of all judges in the cu'cmt =
has an- obhgauon to mvest.lgate bere R R
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" T HIRTEEN-YEAR-OLD " Anthony

defeat last Thursday He certainly wasn't in the

-+ thaughts of the, Natlonal Rifle Association, which was -
" bugy .keeping .assault weapons on .the nation’ s
- steeets. Or House Republicans who were ha\nng a

.. feibday trashing the bill, especially the crime-pre-
| vertion programs. “But Anthony Stokes ought to be -

. Tbmethbered in- Congress if President Clinton. is -
ot smc€ssful in-getting the bill back to the House floor.. -

o ‘two niglhits. after ‘the " crime : bill failed, .

* Anthony—~for whoni' some of the bill's anti-crime

. featnres were intended—went down in Washington
* 106:"He was fatally wounded on a Northwest street
_ _f{pgl;n a g'unshot ﬁred in anger by another youth; about
. -hlaown age:
“*en oppanents - ‘like ‘House Repubhcan Wth
ﬁ'&?ﬁ Gingrich speak derisively of chime-preverition

grams as “sacial pork,” they should . ‘think- about
s0 many families and young people. trapped in

) oQr.ities are up against. President Clinton, in his

Sqivday. church service remarks; spoke of the gull
_ batwsen youths like Anthony and those members of

) - Gapgress who sneer at programs aimed ‘at helpmg :

- communities produce summer and after-school activ-
. mes‘mtended to st.eer youths away from cnme
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EPAIRING a. ﬂzwed elect:on isa dehcate and

s difficult process. The count of the votis in the -

o¥ Domiriican” Republic last- May was at’ bést

: gmssly incomplete, and'the legitimacy of President

0 Balaguer's réelection is under a' heavy cloud:

1‘?\(

iay-be in short supply. Mr. Balaguer is a master at

ymg for time, and same of the people around him

- are-plainly reluctant to risk losing power,

" ackbe official results of the-May election ‘réported:
- Mr; Ba]aguerﬂlewumerbyahmrhnemargmoﬁess

- thap.one percent” of the :votes cast. 'Because of

troubie with computers and erroneous votin grolls,a

-'mudrlarger number of ‘voters had been prevented

 fram casting ballots, most of them in.areas that went-

‘. hedvily for the leading opposition candidate, Jose

' “Francisco Pena Gomez. The- best solution would
‘have-been: new ‘elections; at léast in.the districts

where the registration errors were most prevalent.

. That_opportinity has been lost, unfortunately, and
M. Balaguer, who has been president for.20 of the ‘

‘past 28 years, is to be inaugurated again today

Last week 5 comprmse would have gwen h.un a

Stohest
probably wasn't on. the mind of anyoné’ on_ -
~Capitol. Hill - when the crime bill went.down in -

guer and his opponents -have now worked - -

PR ma .compromise rernedy that " could rep.atr the'
; dfma'ge——lf carried out in'good faith.” . .

: ut the recent record, suggests that .good fath :

Socz al Pork and a K zd Death

'"There are people who represent places where all

the children can go to the balipark, where they've
got a place to go swimming in the summertime .

and they litérally’ cannot imagine what.it is like for
some of our children,” he said. “And so they say, oh,

. thése programs to let these kids play basketball at -

midnight instead of walk the ‘streets are. pork.” The

president’s got it exactly right. -
Teenagers are: bemg murdered in America 4t a

‘brutal rate; It’s hard to find a more compelling.task
_ﬂlantokeepmoreﬁombeconungaparto{that
nightmare. In-Anthény’s case, his youth club football
" and basketbali coaches had gone beyond the'call of
- their jobs to keep him away from trouble. Trophies

adormng the mantle in Anthony’s hoiise symbolized

. ‘their success. His 74-year-old grandmother. tried;
" too, by stepping in for his incaréerated mother and a

fither on work . release. But despite the:r best

.attempts to fill the, parental void; ‘they were in

competition—Ilosing, as it turns out—wlth the lure

--and danger of the streets.

~The defeated crime: bill' would have gwen the

give support to institutions, groups ard individuals in

:Amem:m cammunities who’ slruggle datly to save

the Anthony Stokes of, this world.

Dommzcan Democracy

short term of 18 months instead of the normal four
years, with a special election to be held in November

1995, Mr. Ba.lag'uer who is 86 years old,-has said he
“will not run again. This agreement was spelled out in

a document dubbed the Pact:for’ Democracy, signed

by Mr. Balaguer Mr. Pena Gornez, the heads of the'
" other parties and more' than 100 eminent ditizens,
" But the: government has already begun-to slidé back
‘from it. The National Assembly -has just : enacted.

legislation. gnnng M.r Ba.laguer not IB months but
two years, ' o

Mr. Pena Gomez and the other opposmon leaders
are .owed much credit for ‘holding their ‘protests

within ‘the lmits' of legal and peaceful negotiation,

Mr. Balaguer’s supporters would do a terrible disser-

" vice.-to their, country if' they were to give the
opposition reason to conclude that this decisiori had.
. been a mistake. Sunilarly, the Chnton adnumstratzon

has pushed in the right direction by- -making it clear

" that-it is not prepared to-overlook the nature of the
- May election in order to get the Dominican Repub-

lic’s cooperatlon in enforcing the embargo of ‘Haiti. -
Democracy in good warking order. is no less impor-

‘tantat one.end of the 1sland those two countnes
sha.re-rhan at the other ' : - ;

[

'country .more " life -prison terms, jails and death -
~ sentences. If resurrected, it- should also continue to.

£
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‘ : TALKING POINTS ,

WHY THIS IS THE TOUGHEST, SMARTEST CRIME BILL EVER
August 11, 1994 —- 1 P.M.

* No crime bill has ever won the unanimous support of every major law enforcement
organization in the country —— until now.

* Here's why: The single largest element of this crime blll is more than $13 billion
for law enforcement:

* $9 billion to put 100,000 new police officers on the street;

* $1 billion to hire more border control agents deport criminal aliens, and
track illegal immigrants;

* More than $1 billion for more FBI agents, DEA agents, and ATF agents to
crack down on violent crime, drug crime, and gun crime.

* $1 billion in Byme grants to states for anti~drug task forces and other law
enforcement support;

* More money for federal and state courts and federal, state, and local
prosecutors so that we can unclog our overcrowded criminal _]ustlcc system that lets too many
criminals walk. '
* And this bill makes three strikes and you're out the law of the land so that
the worst criminals never go free. '

* But that's not all: The next largest element of this crime bill is nearly as big ——
more than $10.5 billion for prisons ~- which is more than any other crime bill in history:

* This bill will help states bring 15,000 vacant prison cells that they have
already built but can't afford to use on line immediately —— that means the revolving door
will slam shut for 15,000 violent criminals the day we pass this bill.

* Moreover, for the first time ever, in order to get prison money, the federal
government will require states to enact tough new truth-in-sentencing requirements that make
violent criminals serve at least 85% of their full sentence.

* And this bill includes nearly $2 billion to help states pay the costs of locking
up criminal aliens until they can be deported.

* There's prevcntion' money in this bill, too —— because the law enforcement
organizations that wrote this bill told us they needed it. It's money well spent — but that
part of the bill is no bigger than when this House passed it back in April.

* And remember: there's not one dime of new taxes in this bill. Every dollar will
come from cutting the federal bureaucracy by over 250,000 positions, until we have the
smallest federal government since John F. Kennedy. This bill cuts the bureaucracy in
Washington to put more police on the street and get criminals off the street. That's a good
trade for the American people.



August 21, 1994
Dear Representétive:

In a few hours, the House of Representatives will have an historic chance to help
fulfill government's most fundamental responsibility, which is to give our citizens the right to
feel safe. I urge you to give them the toughest, smartest attack on crime in history by
passing the Crime Bill without further delay. '

[ want to congratulate members of Congress in both parties who have reached across
party lines and worked in good faith to produce this Crime Bill. This isn't a Democratic
‘Crime Bill or a Republican Crime Bill -~ it's an American Crime Bill, and it will make a
difference in every town, every city, and every state in our country.

A summary of the Crime Bill is attached. It will put 100,000 new police officers on
our streets in community policing. It will shut the revolving door on our prisons, and keep
violent criminals off the streets for good by making three-strikes-and-you're—out the law of
the land. It will protect unsuspecting families from sexual predators in their communities,
and make it a capital crime to kill a law enforcement officer. It includes an unprecedented
effort in crime prevention to steer young people away from crime, drugs, and gangs, and to
do everything we can to prevent crimes from happening in the first place. It bans juvenile
ownership of handguns, and bans deadly assault weapons that gangs and drug dealers use to
outgun police officers and kill innocent people. And the entire Crime Bill will be paid for
not with new taxes, but by reducing the federal burcaucracy to its lowest level in 30 years.

T urge you to support the rule that will bring this Crime Bill to the floor. - After all the
hard work that has gone into this effort by membcrs of both pames actmg in good faith, this
Crime Blll deserves a vote.

Even after the vote on the rule, some opponents will try to send the Crime Bill back
to conference yet again. That motion may attempt to gut important, tough elements of the
bill that the American people and America's law enforcement overwhelmingly support. But
whatever form this motion takes, whatever rationale is offered for its adoption, make no
mistake: A vote for the motion to recommit is a vote to kill the Crime Bill for this year.

The American people have waited six years for a comprehensive Crime Bill. We owe
it to the law—abiding citizens of this country to pass this Crime Bill without delay.

Sincerely,

Bill Clinton



THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release August 14, 1994

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
DURING CHURCH SERVICES

Full Gospel AME Zion Church
Temple Hills, Maryland

1:25 P.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you so much. If you've been
listening to the news the last few days, you know that the President
has had his annual loss of voice. ( Laughter.) But when I heard the
choir today I kind of got my voice back. (Laughter.)

First, Pastor and Mrs. Cherry, on behalf of my wife, my
daughter and all of our company here, thank you so much for making us
feel at home today. This was a beautiful, wonderful day for us.
We've brought some old friends of ours that we've known for many
years, and several members of our White House staff. Our good
friend, Congressman Albert Winn joined us -- we're glad to see you.
Thank you so much, sir.

- I came here today of two minds. Usually, on summer
Sundays like this, Hillary and Chelsea and I go up to Camp David, and
.we go to the beautiful little chapel in the woods there. And instead
of being in a vast church, we worship at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday morning
with about 50 people, and about six or seven people singing in the
choir -- (laughter) -- including the President, who gets to sight
read the music when he can talk. (Laughter.)

I wanted to come here today for two reasons. First of
all, because, as it turned out, I needed to hear the sermon.
(Laughter and applause.) Next week, Pastor, I'll try to be a little
more like Jehoshaphat. (Laughter and applause.) Maybe I won't have
to ask you face all our enemies all-at once. (Laughter.)

The second reason I wanted to be here is that this
church to me symbolizes what American should be all about right now.
And it also, I believe, came about because of all the things that
America should not be about right now. I mean, let me ask you, how
is it that a church in 1981 could start with 24 members, and in 1994
could have 16,000 members? -How could an African American church with
all of the cliches people say about the black community in Amerlca
have 16,000 members and over 40 percent of them be males?

(Applause. )

God has worked through this Pastor and his wife and his
family and all of you. But why did you have to come into being?
Because of this great hole that's in our country now. Because of the
breakdown of the families and the communities, and the loss of the
things which hold people together inside and out -- not just the
spiritual problems, but the jobs, too, and the opportunities and the
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things which make people believe in the future on this Earth.

And in that great vacuum, look what has usually
happened. When people lose hope and lose their families and lose
their communities and lose their sense of right and wrong, what has
so often happened? Seventy percent increase in America in 10 years
in the number of children being born out of wedlock. And let's get

the whole record on -- today the fastest growth is among young, white
women giving birth out of wedlock. Soon, if we don't do something
about it, we'll all be equal -- too high.

In 10 years, a doubling of the rate of murder among
teenage young people. Sixty-five people in America get killed every
day. While we've been in church, another teenager has been murdered.
Every two hours a teenager gets murdered in America. And in this
great vacuum, you have teen pregnancy and drugs and crime and, worst
of all, violence. .

I wanted to come here because you are filling that void
from the ground up and from the inside ocut. And I believe that this
church could never have come into existence and exploded the way it
has if everybody had been in a church, in a family, in a community,
in a job, and had hope and direction inside and outside, and :
structure.

You've filled a vacuum with something good and pure and
wonderful. And I thank you for it. 1It's beyond the reach of any
president to do. It is God's work through a religious ministry. But
the Bible says that the rest of us has ministries, too.

Do you remember when Martin Luther King said if you're
just a street sweeper, just sweep the streets as if you were
Michelangelo, painting the Sistine Chapel. (Applause.) Everybody
has a job to do. And today, I don't think we have a bigger job in
trying to keep our children alive and rebuild our families; and
rebuild our communities; and to try to communicate some sense of
right and wrong: and to give our kids something to say yes to, as
well as something to say no to. It's two sides of the same coin.

: And I'll tell you, before I got here, I've been pretty
down the last two or three days because the Congress voted that crime
bill down. Not because it's the answer to all life's problems; here
is the answer to all life's problems. (Applause.) But because this
country is literally coming apart at the seams for millions of our
young people. And because there are too many streets where old folks
are afraid to sit and talk, and children are afraid to play. Because
we're not really free anymore and people aren't free to pursue the
American Dream anymore as long as we feel like we can just tear each
other apart. Because our police officers go out on the streets where
the gangs are supposed to -- are better armed than they are. And
things are all mixed up now in our country. And so often it seems
that petty political things, or superficial divisions keep us from
doing what in our heart we know is right.

And I have been so troubled at the thought that at least
those of us who have been given this authority by you -- the
President, the Congress -- the least we can do is to help you to save
the lives of your children. There are children in this church who
have been gunned down:; I know it. The least we can do is to help you
to be protected. The least we can do is to put people on the streets
who can not only catch criminals, but prevent crime as good law
enforcement officers. The least we can do if people are totally
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hopeless is to get them out of your hair so they won't be bothering
~ydu. And the least we can do is to, yes, give your children more
things they can say yes to, not just things they can say no to.

That's what all that debate was about in the crime bill.
It really wasn't about whether if you had written the crime bill or I
had or anybody else, it would have been just the way it turned out to
be. What is a democracy, aftér all, but people getting together and
putting their different ideas and then arguing it out and having a
bunch of votes and a majority rules?

Alexis de Toqueville said many years ago, this was a
good country, and as long as it was a good country 1t could be a
great country. We're around after 218 years because more than half
the time more than half the people have been right, and God has
permitted us to stay and go and flourish. I believe that. Do you?

AUDIENCE: Yesss.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, that's what this is all about. We
don't have a bigger problem than the violence which is eating the
heart out of this country, and the breakdown of the basic fabric of
values that says it is wrong to hurt other people; it is wrong to act
in an instant for some momentary advantage in ways that will
devastate other people's lives; it is wrong to take this kind of
advantage. And we have to find a way out of this that punishes
wrongdoers, yes, but that also offers the hand of hope, that rebuilds
our people from the grass roots up.

And in a political moment, the Congress walked away from
that last week. There are people in my part of the country, good
people -- they are in their churches today just like we're here --who
say, we don't break the law, and we go hunting every time they open
the season, and we don't want any weapons being banned. These 19 -
assault weapons, folks -- I had a .22 when I was 12; you don't need
an assault weapon to shoot a deer or to kill guail. ( Laughter.) If
you're that bad a shot, you ought to be doing something else.
(Laughter.) <You shouldn't be hunting. But their fears are all
welled up in them and they scare some of their members of Congress,

Then there are people who represent places where all the
children can go to the ballpark, where they've got a place to go
swimming in the summertime, where they're in church two or three
times a week, and they literally cannot imagine what it 1s like for
some of our children. And so they say, oh, these programs to let
these kids play basketball at midnight instead of walk the streets
are pork. '

I tell you, folks, I will have to, like all the rest of
you, answer to God for everything I have done, right or wrong. We
all will. I have been a governor. I have presided over the
execution of criminals. I have built prison cells. I believe in
punishing wrongdoing. I think when people go out and deliberately
hurt each other, somebody ought to do something to them and stop it.
I believe that. And that's what this bill does.

But I also know that there are countless little children
out there, and they could go one way or the other. You know what the
best thing about this day to me was? When everybody was asked to
come up here, there were all those beautiful young people standing
here. They've got a chance now. And we have to glve more of them a
chance now. '
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I came here because I needed to hear the sermon. I came
here because your church stands for what our country ought to be and
where it ought to go. I came here because the Bible says that good
Christians are also supposed to be good citizens. And I ask you this
whole week to pray for me and pray for the members of Congress; ask
us not to turn away from our ministry.

Cur ministry is to do the work of God here on Earth.
And that starts with giving our children and our families a place in
which at least they can be safe and secure. It starts with standing
up against this mindless violence which has torn the hearts out of
people who are this church and nearly every church in the United
States. It starts with trying to put families back together. And it
is not the province of any one race. It is increasingly not the
province of any region or any economlc group. But it savages the
poor the worst because that is where the families are most broken.

And I ask you to pray, and to speak to your friends and
neighbors and to hope somehow we will all find the wisdom and the
judgment to come back and do the will of God in our ministries, which
1s to make you as safe as we possibly can.

Thank you so much for giving us this wonderful day with
you. God bless you all. (Applause.)

END 1:40 P.M. EDT
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THE WHITE HOUSE -

v " Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release : August 15, 1994

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
AT CRIME BILL EVENT

" The Rose Garden
1:55 P.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. Thank you very much, Mark,
Janice, Steve, and Dewey, and to all the rest of you who are here.
We have just heard from the real American interests in the crime
bill, '

Last week, the House of Representatlves walked away from-
Polly Klaas and Jody Sposato and James Darby, and all the law '
enforcement officials in this country who have worked so very hard
for this crime bill. When you walk away from our police officers and
from our kids, from our hard-working citizens with their futures
before them, or our senior citizens who have given their lives to
make this a better country, and you do it on a procedural trick so
you can still go back home and pretend that you didn't vote against
the crime bill, and you would even have voted for it had it only come
to a vote, there's something wrong with the American system of
government. ' .

And it finds its way into the lives of people that are
still around. Polly's sister, Annie, told me she’'s still afraid of
being kidnapped, so she's built an elaborate alarm system in her room
with ropes and bells. There's something wrong when James Darby and
his classmates who are still living were so afraid of violence that
they had to participate in a special program to help then cope with
it. And the worst part of their fears is that there's truth behind
them. .

Yes, this is the greatest country in the world, and the
longest-lasting democracy in the world. . And none of us would live
anywhere else for anything. But we have to face the fact that we
have the highest murder rate in the world and that ocur children are
more at risk here than they would be in most other countries and all
other advanced countries, because we have simply falled to act with
the discipline and determination necessary to preserve democracy's
most fundamental obligation -~ the maintenance of law and order --
without which freedom and progress cannot proceed. '

The crime bill makes three strikes and you're out the
law of the land, puts 100,000 police on the street, builds more
prisons to lock up serious offenders, takes handguns away from.
juveniles and bans assault weapons, and provides investments and
prevention to give our kids a better start in live; deals more
sensibly with the terrible scourge of drugs that are responsible for
so many of the crimes we have. These are things which ought to be
done. '



" How can the House explain to Mark Klaas why the law that
mlght have saved his daughter s life had it been enacted years ago
couldn't come up for a vote?  How could a politician go to a little
child like Meghan Sposato and explain that, well, they just couldn't
figure out a way to bring to a vote a law that would have taken the
deadly weapon that killed her mother out of the hands of a deranged
person? ' And how could a member of Congress explain to James Darby's
mother why they won't put police on the street who might have allowed
little James to complete his last walk home?

If Washington had acted six years ago, some of these
lives might have been saved. If Washington will act this week, a
whole lot of lives can still be saved.

Last Friday 1 met with some police officers in

Minnesocta. I told them that they had never walked away from us and
that Washington should not walk away from them. Well, the parents of
this country should have the same pledge. And the children of this
country should have the same pledge. You heard Janice say that in
James Darby's wonderful letter to me, which I have read over and over
and over again since last Mother's Day -- he said, "I know you could
do something about this, and I'm asking you nicely to do it." .

Well, my fellow Americans, we have asked the Congress
nicely long enough. There should be no more excuses, no more tricks,
no more delays -- and no more discussion about whether this bill is a
Democratic bill or a Republican bill or a Clinton bill. I don't know
when I will ever be able to get it across to people here that what we
do here is not about us. It is about the rest of America. So let
Congress here this: Pass the Darby-~Klaas-Sposato crime bill and do
it now. . _ :

Thank you. (Applause.)

END 2:02 P.M., EDT
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THE PRESIDENT: Good morning. AS‘I'm sure you know, a
couple of days ago the House of Representatives had a chance to pass
the toughest attack on crime in our history. And they tried to take
the easy way out. But the terrible threat of crime and violence is
too \great for us to let them get away w1th it.| The easy way out is
not an option.

Two hundred and twenty-five members of Congress
participated in a procedural trick orchestrated by the National Rifle
Association and intensely pushed by the Republilcan congressional
leadership -- a trick designed with one thing in mind, ' to put the
protection of partisan and special interests over the protection of
ordinary American families. They ought to be QShamed of .themselves,

The American people have been very clear on this. The
most important job is to keep the streets and the neighborhoods of
America safe. The first responsibility of government is law and
order. Without it, people can never really pursue the American
Dream. - And without it, we're not really free. | And the American
people have said over and over again, today they're worried about
.crime. They're fighting for their personal security.

_ The House of Representatives has a\responsibillty to do
something about it, but this week the House walked away from that
responsibility. They had a vote on law and order, and law and order
‘lost. But that can't be the end of this fight.| The hard-working,
law-abiding citizens of the United States deserve bhetter.
T

Yesterday I went to Minnesota, where I addressed the
National Assoclation of Police Organizations. This group represents
more than 150,000 police officers across the country. They strongly
support the crime bill. Earlier in the week, I |met with the heads of
every major law enforcement group in America. Together, they
represent over a half-million law enforcement offlcers. They don't
walk away from their responsibility. They put thelr lives on the
line every day for us. And we can't let Congress walk away from
them. '

The crime bill we're fighting for 1s a crime bill
America's police officers and law enforcement OfflClalS want. Qur
prosecutors, our teachers, our principals, our parents, our attorneys
general, our community leaders -- they've all Jolned these police
organizations in endorsing this crime bill. For six years Congress
has bickered and battled over a crime bill when the average violent
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felon only serves four years in prison.

This crime bill departs from all those labels of the
past, from liberal or conservative, or tough or compassionate. This
crime bill emphasizes punighment, police and protection.

Some people in Congress say it's time for their August
vacation. Well, the crime-plaguing ordinary American is not about to
take a vacation, and it's only fitting that Congress stay in
Washington until they get this job done. They can't walk away on a
procedural trick. ‘

I want a crime bill that puts 100,000 new police
officers on the street; one that makes three strikes and you're out
the law of the land; one that builds prisons to lock up violent
criminals where they belong:; one that takes handguns away from
minors; one that provides prevention programs that police cofficers
demand to help steer our kids in troubled areas away from crime and
drugs in the first place.  And the bills must be paid for not by
raising taxes, but by cutting the federal bureaucracy.

_ I gave the Congress. a plan to reduce the federal
bureaucracy by 250,000 and more over the next five years, to bring
the federal government to its lowest level in 30 years and to put all
the savings in a trust fund to pay for the crime bill. And let me be
clear about this: The crime bill must ban the assault weapons that
have no place on our streets.

We don't need any more Washington, D.C. games like the
House of Representatives played last week. Up until that vote, this
crime bill was bipartisan all the way, with Republicans and Democrats
voting for everything that must be included. Now the Republicans
say, well, there's too much money for prevention in this bill. They
call it pork. Well, all I know is, all the police officers in this
country know we need to give kids something to say yes to.

I know that 65 Republicans voted for a bill that had
even more prevention funds back in the spring, but only 11 would
stand up to the withering pressure of their leadership when the bill
.came back and was ready to pass Just this week.

: The American people have to make it clear to members of
Congress from both parties that even if they disagree with a
particular measure in this crime bill, the overall bill is the best,
the smartest bill we have ever had in this country, and the American
people need it. It's time to put peolitics aside and finish the job.
Help our naticon's police officers make our streets safer.

This fight is not over. I am continuing it. I want you
to fight with me. Our children, our families, our future deserve no
less. : B '

Thank you for listening.

END - 10:11 A.M. EDT



. Statement on
House Passage of the Crime Bill
- Auguat 21, 19%4

Teday is a great day for law-abiding American citizens.

For six long years, while families were under siege and
senseless vioclence grew unchecked, -the American people waited for
Washington to do something. Today Democrats and
Republicans reached across party llnes to pass the toughest
attack on . crlme in our hlstory

Today the House moved beyond politics as usual to assume
responsibility for protecting our citizens and punishing those
who prey on them. From now on, the government will do everything
it can to make sure that people who commit c¢rimes get caught,
that those who are guilty get convicted, that -those who are
convicted serve their time; and that those who can be saved from
a life of crime are found when they’'re young and given a chance
to do better-

This Crime Bill is a victory for the police, the
prosecutors, and the parents of America who deserve all the help
we can give them, And it is a victory for all Americans who want
their government to come together to sclve their problems.

It will put 100,000 new police on the streets of America,
keep repeat violent criminals off the streets for good by making
three-strikes-and-you’xre-out the law of the land, prohibit: :
juveniles from owning handguns, and help get young people off the
streets and out of gangs and teach them right from wrong.

-~ And this Crime Bill will make the police officers of America
safer by taking deadly assault weapons off the street. Some
pecple said we could have passed this Bill a lot sooner if we had
walked away from the assault weapons ban. But I insisted on it,
because we must never walk away from the brave men and women who
risk their lives evexry day, and the innocent pecple they are
sworn tc protect. o

And the entire Crime Bill will be fully paid for -- not with
new taxes or by cutting necessary services -- but by reducing the
size of the federal bureaucracy to its lowest level in 30 years.

In passing this Crime Bill today, we may have finally begun
to throw off the old habits that have held us back for too long.
This fight against crime is far from over -- the Senate still
must pass the Bill this week. But I hope that Senators will
reccgnlze what = ‘members of the House recognized today: This
isn’t a Republican Crime Bill; it isn’t a Democratic Crime Bill.
It's an American Crime Bill, and they should pass it without
delay. ' ' N



And when they do, the way will be clear for us to attack
~other problems together, across party lines, as the American
pecple want us to -- and as we should.

S
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Good morning. ' -

This morning I want to talk with you about crime and violence.
All of us know it's too familiar a threat to Americans in almest
- every neighborhood in our country. .

Right now, just as I'm delivering this address, the family,
friends and nezghbors of a 13-year-old boy are gathered in a church
not far from the White House to lay him to ‘rest. His name was
Anthony Stokes. He was shot last Saturday nlght apparently by
ancther boy about the same age.

Later this morning, as Anthony Stokes' family buries him, House
and Senate negotiators will meet to finish work on the crime bill.
Soon after, each member of the House of Representatives will face a
simple choice to pass the toughest attack on crime in history, or
to block it one more time. :

We must not walk away from the American people in the fight
against crime.

Anthony Stokes was killed just two days after Congress succumbed
to intense political pressure and allowed the crime bill to be
derailed. We fought hard over the last 10 days to get it back on
track. And it is back on track because members of Congress ¢f both
parties have worked together in good faith, determined to deliver a
“crime bill for the American people.

Now Congress must finish the job and pass the crime bill I've
been fighting for nearly two years now. When they do, it's going to
make a difference in every town, every city, every state in our
country. - : .

It's a tough bill. It'll put 100,000 new police officers on our
street a 20 percent increase in the number of officers walking
the beat, protecting our neighborhoods and preventing crime as well
as catching criminals. It will shut down the revolving deoor on our
prisons and make violent criminals serve their time. Police
officers and law-abiding citizens should no longer have to watch in
fear and frustration as dangerous criminals are put right back on
the street.

It will stiffen penalties for criminals who prey on children. It
will protect. unsuspecting families from sexual predators in their
communities by requiring local authorities to alert them to their
presence. It will lock the most dangerous criminals up for good by
making three strikes and you're out the law of the land.

But this crime bill i1s smart as well as tough, because our
approach recognizes what the law enforcement community has been
- saying for years and years. There isn't a single victim of crime
who wouldn't trade the toughest sentence in the world for some way
to have prevented the crime from happening in the first place.

That's why this bill includes an unprecedented effort in crime
prevention to help kids stay away from crime and drugs and gangs.
It gives them something to say yes to. At the same time, we make it
clear there are some things young people must say no to. The crime
bill bans juvenile ownership of handguns. There's no reason why
kids should be carrying guns to schools instead of books.

Finally, it bans deadly assault weapons that were designed to be
used in war for rapid-fire combat. Today they are the weapcns of
choice for gangs and drug dealers who use them to outgun police
officers and to kill innocent people. They don't belong on our
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streets, and the crime bill will take them off.

And the entire crime bill will be paid for and thig 1s
important not with a new tax, not by taking money away from some
other needed service, but by reducing the size of the federal
bureaucracy to its lowest level in 30 years.

This crime bill answers the call of every parent afraid that
random violence will harm a child; of every police officer who's
been hurt or killed by the térrible fire power of an assault
weapon; of every innocent, law-abiding man, woman and child in
America. The crime bill offers this pledge: From now con, our
government will do everything we can to make sure that people who
commit crimes get caught; that those who are guilty are convicted;
that those who are convicted serve their times; that those who can
be saved from a life of crime are found when they're young and
gliven a chance to do better.

For all these reasons, and for a young man named Anthony Stokes
who's being laid to rest today, we must not let this chance pass us
by. We must seize the opportunity before us to make a dramatic
difference in every nelghborhood. And as we do, I hope we can make
a difference in the way our government works. '

Let today mark the beginning of a determined effort on the part
of all of us to work in good faith across party lines. I have shown
my good faith, and in so doing I have taken the risk that all
people take when they talk to people who oppose them.

Soon the Congress will have a chance to show the risk was worth
it. And once they pass the crime bill, the way will be clear for us
to attack other problems together, across party lines, as the
American people want us to do and as we should.

APNP-08-20-94 1442EDT



President William J. Clinton .
Radio Address
August 20, 1994

This morning in particular I want to talk to you about the
crime and violence that has become an all too familiar threat to.
Americans in almost every neighborhood of our country. Right
now, just as I'm delivering this address, the family, friends,
and neighbors of a thirteen year o©ld boy are gathered in a church
not far from the White House to lay him to rest. His name was
Anthony . Stckes. He was shot last Saturday night, apparently by
ancther boy about the same age. S

Later this morming, just as Anthony Stokes’ family buries
him, House and Senate negotiators will meet to finish work on the
Crime Bill. Soon after, each Member of the House of
Representatives will face a simple choice: to pass the toughest
attack on crime in history or to block it yet again. And we must
not walk away from the American people in the fight agalnst
crime.

Anthony Stokes was killed just two days after Congress
succumbed to intense political pressure and allowed the Crime
Bill to be derailed. We’ve fought hard over the past ten days to
get it back on track -- and it is back on track, because Members
of Congress of both parties worked together in good faith,
determined to deliver a Crime Bill for the American people.

. Now, Congress must finish the job and pass the Crime Bill I
have been fighting for these past two years. When they do, it is
going to make a difference in every town, every city, and every
state in this land. ‘ '

This Crime Bill is tough. It will put 100,000 new police
officers on our streets, walking the beat, protecting our
neighborhoods, and preventing crime.

It will shut down the revolv1ng door on our prisons and make
violent criminals serve their time. Police officers and law-
abiding citizens should no longer have to watch in fear and
frustration as dangerous crlmlnals are put right back on the
street. .

It will stiffen penadlties for criminals who prey on
children; it will protect unsuspecting families from sexual
predators in their communities by requiring local authorities to
alert them to their presence; and it will lock the most dangerous
criminals up for good by making three strlkes -you're-out the law
of the land. _

The Crime Bill is smart too -- because our approach

recognizes what the law enforcement community has been saying for

1
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years: There isn’t a single victim of crime who wouldn’t trade"
the toughest sentence in the world for some way tc have prevented
the crime from happening in the first place. That’s why it:
includes an unprecedented effort in crime prevention, to help
kids stay away from crime and drugs and gangs, and gives them
somethlng to say yes to.

But at the same time, we make it clear that there are some
things young people must absclutely say no to -- the Crime RBill
bans juvenile ownership of handguns. There is no reason why kids
should be carrying guns to school instead of books. :

Finally, it bans deadly assault weapons that were designed
to be used in war for rapid-fire combat. Today, they are the
weapons of choice for gangs and drug dealers who use them to
outgun police officers. They don’t belong on our streets -- and
the Crime Blll will take them off.

This Crime Bill answers the call of every parent afraid that
random violence will harm their child. It answers the call of
every police officer who has been hurt or killed by the terrible
firepower of an assault weapon. It answers.the call of every
innocent, law-abiding man, woman, and child in America -- and
offers this pledge: From now on, this government is going to do
everything it can to make sure that people who commit crimes get
caught, that those who are guilty get convicted, and those who
are convicted serve their time.

For all these reasons, for a young man named Anthony Stokes
laid to rest today -- we must not let this chance pass us by. We
must seize the opportunity before us to make a dramatic
difference in every neighborhocod. And as we do that, I hope we
can make a difference in the way this government works. Let-
today mark the beginning of a determined effort on the part of
all of us to work in good faith across party lines.. I have shown
my good faith -- and, in so -doing, I have taken the risk that all
people take when they talk to people who are opposed to them.

' Soon, the Congress Wlll have a chance to show the risk was
worth it. And once they.pass the Crime Bill, the way will be

... clear for us to attack other problems together across party

lines, as the American people want us to -- and as we should.

. Thanks for listehing._



Statement on
House Pasgsage of the Crime Bill
August 21, 1994

Today is a great day for law-abiding American citizens.

For six long years, the American people have waited for
Washington to do something about the crime and violence that is
tearing this country apart. Today Democrats and
Republicans reached across party lines to pass the most sweeping
attack on crlme in our hlstory

Today the House stood up for government’s most fundamental
responsibility, to give its citizens the right to feel safe.
This Crime Bill is a victory for the police, the prosecutors, and
he parents of America who deserve all the help we can give them.
% N s (R ‘-"va._H Fas arl P VR VIR PRI | 1“‘"8”4’*‘-"‘
It will put 100,000 new police on the streets of BAmerica . -- |, so da_
a 20% increase in the number of police officers walking the beat, (e
preventing crime as well as catching criminals. ?M‘L&ﬂ

It wlll shut the revolving door on ocur prisons, and kéep
violent criminals off the streets for good by making three-
strikes-and-you’re-out the law of the land.

It will launch an unprecedented effort in crime prevention
to steer young people away from c¢rime and drugs and gangs, and
give them something to say ves to. ' '

It also tells them that there are some things they must say
no to, by prohibiting juveniles from carrying handguns.

And this Crime Bill will make the police cfficers of America
safer by taking deadly assault weapons off the street. We could
have passed this Bill a lot sooner if we had walked away from the
assault weapons ban. But I will never walk away from the brave
men and women who risk their lives to protect us every day.

And the entire Crime Bill will be fully paid for -- not with
new taxes or by cutting necessary services -- but by reducing the
size of the federal bureaucracy to its. lowest level in 30 years.

In passing this Crime Bill today, we may have finally begun
to throw off the old habits that have held us back for tooc long.
This fight against crime is far from over -- the Senate still
must pass the Bill this .week. But I hope that Senators will
recognize what = members of the House recognized today: This
isn’t a Republican Crime Bill; it isn’t.a Democratic Crime Bill.
It's an Amerlcan Crime Bill, and they should pass it without
delay. - - '

And when they do, the way will be clear for us to attack
other problems together, across party lines, as the American
people want us to -- and as we should. = '



Statement on d
House Passage of the Crime Bill
August 21, 1894

Today is a great day for law abiding Amerlcan 01tlzens

For six long years, the Amerlcan people have waited for
Washington to do something about the crime and vioclence that is
tearing this country apart. Today __ Democrats and
Republicans reached across party lines to pass the most sweeping
attack on crime in our history.

Today the House stood up for government’s most fundamental
responsibility, to give its citizens the right to feel safe.
This Crime Bill is a victory for the police, the prosecutors, and
the parents of America who deserve all' the help we can give them.

It will put 100,000 new poiice cn the streets of America --
a 20% increase in the number of police officers walking the beat,
preventing crime as well as catching crlmlnals

It will shut the revolv1ng door on our prisons, and keep
vieclent criminals off the streets for good by making three-
strikes-and- you re-out the law of the land.

It will launch an unprecedented effort in crime prevention
to steer young people away from crime and drugs and gangs, and
give them something to say yes to.

It also tells them that there are some things they must say
no to, by prohibiting juveniles from carrying handguns. '

And this Crime Bill will make the police officers of America
safer by taking deadly assault weapons off the street. We could
have passed this Bill a lot sooner if we had walked away from the
assault weapons ban., But I will never walk away from the brave
mern and women who risk their lives to protect us every day.

And the entire Crlme Bill will be fully paid for -- not with-
new taxes or by cutting necessary services -- but by reducing the
size of the federal bureaucracy to its loweSt level in 30 years.

In passing this Crime Bill today, we may have flnally begun
to throw off the old habits that have held us back for toc long.
This fight against crime is far from over -- the Senate still
must pass the Bill this week. But I hope that Senators will
recognlze what members of the House recognized today: This
isn’t a Republican Crime Bill; it isn’t a Democratic Crime Bill.
It's an American Crime Bill, and they should pass it without
delay. : ‘

aAnd when they do; the way will be clear for us to attack
other problems together, 'across party lines, as the American
people want us to -- and as. we should..
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President Williamla.'ciinton
" Opening S8tatement
Press Conference
August 19, 1994

Good afternoon. TIn rgCent weeks, the Castro :egipe has
encouraged Cubaﬁs t§ take to the sea in unsafe vessels ﬁo escape
their nation’s internal problems. In so doing, it has risked-the
lives of thousands of Cubans, and several haﬁe alfeady diéd in
their efforts to 'flee. | |

Castfo's action is a cold-blooded attempt to maintain his
grip on Cuba and to divert atteﬁtion from his failed Commﬁnist

policies. He is trying to export to the United States the |

pplitical and économic crises he has created in defiance of .the
democratic tidelfiowing throughout oﬁf hemisbhere.

‘Let me be clear: the Cuban government‘uill-not succeed in
its attempt to dictate Amefican immigration pelicy. - The United .
States will do everything within its powér to ensﬁre‘thAt Cuban
lives are saved and that the current oufflou of refugees is
stopped. |

I:have today orde;ed thét'illegal refﬁgees from Cuba will
not be allowed to enter the United States. Refugees rescued-at
séa'uill be taken to our naval base at Guantanamo while we
explore the possibility of other safe havens in the region.

-Tp énf;rce this policy} I have directed the Coast Guard to
.continue its expandedléffort to sﬁop any boat attempting to bring
Cubané to our shores through the Florida straits. The United

Stateslwillldetain,-investigate and, if heceSsary; prosecute



Americans who take to éea to pick up Cubans. Vessels used in
suéh activities will be seized.

I want to compliment the Coast Guard and the Imﬁigration and
Naturali;ation Service for their efforts and thank quridal
officiais”-- starting with Governor Chiles and the Florida
Cohgressional delegation -- ﬁor'their help in protectihg and
savihg the liveg of Cubéns who seek to escape the Castro regime.

I want to speak for a moment about the Crime Bill;'In the
,lasf week, 1 have fought hard to put tﬁe Crime Bill back on
“track. After extensiQe talks:wifh members of Congress from both
parties, I have indicated my support for strengthehing the |
provisions that reguire sexudl'ﬁredators'to report to the police
and that make sure our communities are notified of their |
presence. And I supﬁort cutting overall spending in the bill by
ten percent. The cuts wili ensure that every dollar authorized in
the Bill will be paid for, not withtnewltaxes of_cuta in
necessary services, but -- as I have always insisted -- with
‘ éavings from reducing the federal bureaucracyffo ifs lowéstnleVEl
sinéé John F. Kénnedy was President. All of these historic
savings will go to heip empower our commuﬁitiéalmake their
streets safe again. | _ |

I havefinsisted thaf we retaiplthe most profoundly importahf
elements of the Crihe Eill. We are going tb keep it tough -- by
putting 100,000 more poliée on the stréet; building ﬁo:e_prisons
and,puttinglviqlent criminals away for good by making “three-

strikes-and-you’re-out” the law of the land and,'with other



requirements, making sure ctiﬁinals serve'their time. And we are
goihg to keep it smart -- with seneible.cfime'prevention programs
that steer our kids away from drugs and gangs and give them |
soﬁething to oay yes to. | | |

This Crime Bill must ban handguno fot juveniles and takel
deadly assault weapons off our streets..Even though ce ﬁave'come
under iﬁteﬁse pressure from forces that will say or do anything
to take the-assault weapons ban out of this Bill, I won’t do it.

Let's'keep in mind what this Crime Bill is all about. It is
about removing fear from our streets;'our schools and our'homes;f
Innocent Americans should not have to fear being preyed upon.
Young lives should not be snuffed out by insane violence. We owe
it to the American people toc make sure that those who commit
‘crlmes get caught those who are gu1lty get conv1cted and those .
who are convlcted do their time.

That is why it is so important that no one be allowed to
turn this into a partisan issue. Thls isn’t a Democratic Crime
‘.Bill or a'Republicaﬁ Bill. It islan.American Crime Bill, and I

call on Congress to pass it without further delay.



Presideht William J. Clinton
Radio Address
August 20, 199%4 .

This morning in particular I want to talk to you about the
crime and violence that has become an all too familiar threat to
Americans in almost every neighborhood of our. country. Right
now, just as I'm delivering this address, the family, friends,
and neighbors of a thirteen year old boy are gathered in a church
not far from the White House to lay him to resgt. His name was
Anthony Stokes. He was shot last Saturday nlght apparently by
another boy about the same age. -

Later this morning, just as-Anthony Stokes’ family buries .
him, House and Senate negotiators will meet to finish work on the
Crime B1ill. Scon after, each Member of the House -of
Representatives will face a simple choice: to. pass the toughest
attack on crime in history or to block it yet again. 2nd we must
not walk away from the American pecople in the fight against
crime.

Anthony Stokes was killed just two days after Congress
succumbed to intense political pressure and allowed the Crime
Bill to be derailed. We’ve fought hard over the past ten days to
get it back on track -- and it is back on track, because Members
of Congress of both parties worked together in good faith,
determined to deliver a Crime Bill for the American people.

Now, Congress must finish the job and pass the Crime Blll I
have been fighting for these past two years. When they do, it is
going to make a difference 1n every town, :every city, and every
state in this land. . '

This Crime Bill is tough. It will put 100,000 new police’
officers on our streets, walking the beat, protecting our '
neighborhoods, and preventing crime.

It will shut down the revolving door on our prisons and make
violent criminals serve their time. Police officers and law-
abiding citizens should no longer have to watch in fear and
frustration as dangerous criminals are put right back on the ’
street -

It will stiffen penalties for criminals who prey on
children; it will protect unsuspecting families from sexual
predators in thelyY communities by requiring local authorities to
alert them to their presence; and it will lock the most dangerous
criminals up for good by maklng three-strikes-you’re-out the law
of the land. : :

The Crlme Bill is smart tco -- because our approach
recognlzes what the law enforcement community has been saying for

1



years: There isn’t a single victim of crime who wouldn’t trade
the toughest sentence in the world for some way to have prevented
the crime from happening in the first place.  That’'s why it
includes an unprecedented effort in crime prevention, to help-
kids stay away from crime and drugs and gangs and gives them
something to say yes to. g

But at the same time, we make it clear that there are some
things young people must absolutely say no to -- the Crime Bill
bans juvenile ownership of handguns. There is no reason why klds
should be carrying guns to sohool instead of books. :

Flnally, it bans deadly assault weapons that were designed
to be used in war for rapid-fire combat. Today, they are the -
weapons of choice for gangs and drug dealers who use them to
outgun police officers. They don’t belong on ocur streets -- a
the Crime Bill will take them off_.' Tug ovnas CR Pan Gol w/o omer e

: NB TRYLET | B BY CuTTNg T

This Crime Bill answers the call of every parent afraid that
random violence will harm their child. It answers the call of
every police officer who has been hurt or killed by the terrible
firepower of an assault weapon. It answers the call of every
innocent, law-abiding man, woman, and child in America -- and .
offers this pledge: From now on, this government is going to do
everything it can toc make sure that people who commit crimes get
caught, that.those who are guilty get tonvicted, and those who.
are convicted serve their time. :

For all these reasons; for a young man named Anthony Stokes
laid to rest today -- we must not let this chance pass us by. We
must seize the opportunity before us to make a dramatic
difference in every neighborhood. And as we do that, I hope we
can make a difference in the way this government works. Let
today mark the beginning of a determined effort on the part of
all of us to work in good faith across party lines. T have shown
my good faith -- and, in se doing, I have taken the risk that all
people take when they talk to people who are opposed to them.

Soon, the Congress will have a chance to show the risk was
worth it. And once they pass the. Crime Bill, the way will be
clear for us to attack other problems together, across party
lines, as the American pecple want us to -- and as we should.

Thanks for listening.
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S I asked the Law Enforcement Steerlng Commlttee to come here
Wtoday because. the Crime Bill is being held hostage by spec1a1
o 1nterests uslng a- parllamentary trlck for a mask

- These men and women are experlenced in unmasklng decelt'—-
i and they ve come here to remind anyone who's forgotten: exactly
*what we're fighting for. Don't let anybody fool you: The most.

,;11mportant thlng this Crime:Bill will do is.put 100,000 new: pollceT .o.

officers on the streets, a 20% 1ncrease of the best protectlon,
toughest enforcement, and smartest preventlon you can flnd '

, The pollce chlefs, the sher1ffs,-the attorneys general “the _

- ‘rank ‘and.file officers," the DA's -- the law enforcement communlty
" has: never been so united: .These officers are here ‘to remind the
ugCongress that the people we. all work for want thls Blll and they“
r‘are watchlng : L S . .

No Member of Congress should be 1nt1m1dated by anythlng f

‘except. the’ American people -- and the American people want action - .

- now, ' When you strip away all ‘the rhétoric and all the proceduraL
. trickery, anyone. who blocks this blll is blocking the toughest '
- ,‘attack on crime in hlstory, .and should be prepared “to. answer for

jlﬁis s*JA't’b‘ L d;';' e f“'3“ SRS o r";ﬂ';: ff.?h;d,fb:.,f;,':f
- L._._,g_ (,\j' Vf’ Ulv[lu—{’ O(t-hi-\-\\ J Ml’ C-f‘lw-u‘. \4, us - . : L e

/L., s[ﬂu.._( W u'e_c\(; k)c-.‘\' -\;\: loc.L- u\)"ﬂ.._ u&m\:\\
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The East Room -~ ' . . .o

THE PRESIDENT' Good afternoon. In recent weeks the- :

. ”=Castro regime has encouraged Cubans -to take . to the sea in-unsafe : . )
- .vessels to escape their nation's internal. problems.. In:so- doing, it
‘has risked the lives of thousands of: Cubans, and several have already

died in their efforts to leave.m'ff¢ ,,__ rhV N _,_- [

Ay

.J_-ﬂl This action is 'a cold= blooded attempt to maintain the

Castro grip on Cuba, and to divert attention from ‘his: failed

communist policies.

He has tried to expart to the United States: the

‘political and ‘economic crises he has created in’ Cuba, ‘in defiance of
" the democratic tide flowing throughout this region.._E .

‘Let me be clear' The Cuban government W1ll not succeed

are saved and that

Today,

~“in any attempt to dictate American immigratlon policy. The United ,
' States will do. everythingaw1th1n its power to ‘ensure that Cuban lives "

the current outflow of refugees 1s stopped

I have ordered that 1llegal refugees from Cuba

EWlll not be allowed to- enter the United States. ' Refugees rescued at -
sea will be takeén to ‘our ' naval base. at. Guantanamo, while we explore
;ﬁ‘the possibility of : :

other -safe. havens w1th1n the region._

Jhe e To enforce this policy, I have directed the Coast Guard

to bring .Cubans- to

"'to continue its expanded effort to stop any. boat illegally attempting

‘the’ United States.. ' The United States will detain,

1nvestigate and if. necessary, prosecute Arericans who take- to the -

'sea to pick up Cubans.- Vessels used in such aCthltlEs»Wlll be
' seized. . ) - A

. . o ol
P . N e . . e S .
: . . S .

I want to compliment the Coast Guard and the Immigration L

'and Naturalization

Serv1ce -for their efforts.- And I.want to thank

Florida's officials, ‘including Governor Chiles and the Florida

‘_congre551onal delegation, for. their help .in protecting and saving‘the :
o lives of Cubans who seek to escape the ragime.v.jn_ \ e }'

‘Now I'd like to speak just for a. moment about the crime

“bill.* In\the last

week -I have fought hard to -put this' crime ‘bill.-

‘back on track. After extensive talks-.with members ©of both parties, I

-have. indicated my support for strengthening the provisions that - T
require sexual predators to:report to the police and make. sure their
,communities are notified of their presence.' And I support cutting

overall spending 1n the blll by 10 percent.' -g s,

These

insisted, with the

. federal’ government-
next six.years, to
_Kénnedy was here,.
_ ‘American- people tow
,‘T‘safer. S :

cuts will .ensure - that every dollar authorized in';

E 3‘the bill will actually be paid for =- not with new. - taxes, and not by
-jdiverting dollars from other needed programs, 'but, as I 'have always.
.savings we will- gain from, reduCing the size of the

by: over a. quarter of a million people over. the
its- lowest size in over- 30 years since’ ‘President ' .
And all these historic savings . will go back to the

'make“their streets and 'their homes, their schoolshu{

MORE


http:intern.al

';_,w1th open societies and..open economies. The real problem’ is the-

,‘.;_._2_.:(,:-7 : . ._

I have 1n51sted that we keep the most profoundly

"Zlmportant‘elements of the’ crime bill -- to keep it. tough by puttlng

.100,000 police officers on the street, building more- prlsons, putting ,ff

S v1olent criminals away for good by maklng three strikes ycu're out.-
" the - law of the “land, and by other stronger prov151ons on sentenc1ng
And we're going to keep it smart, with tne sensible crime preventlon
-programs -that steer our kids: away from' drugs and from drugs and

_gangs, and glve them thlngs to say yes to.l‘_' x,_,\., R k[>_f

; J-af 'u The crlme blll must ban handguns for- juvenlles and take_"

-'assault weapons ‘of f our streets._ Even’ though we' ve come ‘under .
“‘interise pressure from forces that will apparently say anythlng to .
_take the . assault weapons out of the blll I have refused to do SO. * -

s

Let's keep in, mlnd what thlS crlme blll is all about

'It's about removing fear from our streets, our’ schools, and’ our. home.'

Innocent -Americans should not have to fear being preyed upon, as so
- many do today,.- Innocent children should not have to: fear losing

. ‘their chlldhoods, as so many do today. We owe it to the ‘American-

' ‘people that do the work and pay ‘the bills in this. country to make-
. sure that. people who commit crimes get caught,  that. those who are

_tgullty get convicted, and. ‘those who . are -convicted serve . thelr tlme._fﬁﬁ"

We.also owe it to- them to do whatever we can.to prevent crime in the:
-,flrst place.l That's what the police and the preventlon programs are

" : _ That's why it is so important, and why I have worked so.
- hard to" make sure that -do not turn this crime. issue. into yet another
N Washlngton part1san issue. . This is a grass~roots mainstream
, nonpartisan- issue, and s6:it should remain. .It must.bé an- Amerlcan

.- crime bill. . We have. worked hard on 1t and I call upon Congress to
-_ﬂgpass 1t w1thout delay _ L :

' Helen.~ ]
o "-r'; ;Q Mr. Pre51dent, on behalf of all the press corps
'._want to: w1sh you:a happy b1rthday (Laughter ) :

THE PRESIDENT"-' Thank you.

- Q_ff And now - (laughter) (Applause )

T L THE PRESIDENT- Well you could all do a’ lot to make 1t

. happy. (Laughter )~ That. 1s not a gullt trip, feel no pressure.
'ﬁ(Laughter_) Thank you. T PR e S

) -

'-Qf  Mr. Pre51dent in the last 35 years weve had an -

'”embargo agalnst Cuba and: 1ncreased the economlc burden on them.' I

',understand that's why the refugees are comlng ;n. ‘What is the
- -problem .with taking a few small, ;albeit brave, steps to negotlate a .

. 'possible movement toward democracy with Cuba? We've/dealt with many

,'fcommunlst countries . through the last 35 years, and’ ye re_deal;ng with -
f,gthem now., : - - : : . '-_,.

L. R _ THE PRESIDENT°' There aren't many left. I support the
-'iembargo, and I support the Cuban Democracy Act, which was passed in .
".1992. And I do not believe we should change our pollcy there._f o
' '*-_-' The fundamental problem 1s, democracy 'is sweeplng the .
“world democracy and freedom are .sweeping our hemisphere. " In- the

:'vCarlbbean alone, and . in Central and south- America and. all of this".

*reglon, there'are only two countries now not’ democratlcally governed

‘stubkorn refusal .of the Castro regime to have an open democracy and

o . an open economy. And I think the pollcles we are following will

hasten the day- when that . occurs, and we follow those policies. because”

- we believe tHey are. ‘the ones most likely to promote democracy and

:'_C;ultlmately prosperlty for the people of Cuba.
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'S:ZQ" But that s not trie- of North Korea or Chlna,_and”l

7; you re deallng w1th them every day._'

OHE PRESIDENT'. I “think’ ‘the clrcumstances are dlfferent

R and I thlnklour pollcy 1s correct :,;- SR '.‘ o .-” _~3_-_.

'”Qﬂb' Mr. Pre51dent recognlzlng that you re. slow1ng downl

( :"-the process, do' people fleelng Cuba still 'get automatic .entry to the,
"_“Unlted States as polltlcal refugees if they re not crlmlnals or 1117

. THE PRESIDENT. No.,Q.,;fd‘?f

" ' . s

Q‘hl You’re endlng --:‘;?fhﬂ'i,-‘l_:__'ﬁ';ﬁg 5'; ‘~rljigf.

X

o THE ‘PRESIDENT: The people leav1ng cuba will not be

__fpermltted to come to the Unlted States, they will. be sent to safe
N havens.\ o . . , ) _ .

Q_ The people who reach bere.. '

' _ THE PRESIDENT' The people who reach here wlll be
apprehended and will be treated like others. ‘They will be. == thelr

_h-cases will be rev1ewed " Those: whofquallfy can stay, . and those who
. .don't will not" be permltted to. They w111 be now treated llke others
-_jwho come here. TR o -‘ R 0 . _

Brit'bf_*t7d\;;5""'

g Mr. Presldent, under the.. law 1t has always been

-clear that the Cuban refugees had a‘certain. prlorlty on staying here;

ﬁ.course;, And we. don't know.

fﬂ The pollcy, of course, has been. that: anybody who got here got to .
 .stay.: What restraints are you operating under in terms of the law in’
_;changlng this pollcy° Or are you llkely, s1r, to be - sued over thls°

: THE PRESIDENT.. No --'let ‘me -~ .I'm glad" you asked that
questlon in’ contradlstlnctlon to the one- you asked rlght afterward.

“The Cuban: Adjustment Act will continue tobe the:law ‘of:-the land..;~-”
“But we are doing, our best within that -+ we will detain the Cubans

who ‘come_here ‘now, they will not slmply be released into the .

'yffpopulatlon at large.a and we will review all thelr cases in llght of
-1-the appllcable law, 1nc1ud1ng the Cuban Adjustment Act S

'“;UQ; Do you know how long it wlll take, how long --;“
THE PRESIDENT. < It depends on how many there are, of

) Andrea.'-ﬂ'

d B Can you give" Us some more detalls?-'Are these

‘f.people golng to be taken to Guantanamo° What kind of strain mlght

this-place on our naval. forces, the Coast Guard? Already we're béing.

. told that drug interdiction is being cut back.: And can. Yyou Trespond

- to criticism already. from Bob ‘Dole and Newt Gingrich? In part;cular;,
- Mr. Gingrich said that- your new - pollcy is’ appalllng, it's an example

- of mlxed morallty,land that. he thlnks 1t 1s 111ega1 under the act.g

' THE PRESIDENT" Well flrst “let me answer the factual

: questlons. The refugees, those who are: fleelng, will be taken flrst

. to Guantanamo where we will seek safe ‘havens for them, . That is *° . = .
~ - plainly not illegal under lnternatlonal law, nor do we belleve it is -

_]glllegal under the Cuban Adjustment Act. o ' .,” S

_ X ' )
Secondly, as to whethen it ls 1mmoral I ]ust would say

-t‘lt 1s my bellef that the American ‘people and that the ‘Cuban. Amerlcan
. pecple and ‘the- people ‘of Florida =-- but the people of the entire .
?.'Unlted States - do not want to see another Marlel Boatllft._ They do

. L R
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;'not want to see Cuba dictate our’ immigration policy . They do. not
want to see Mr castro able to- export his political and economic

problems to the United States.'

Now, that is what is plainly being set up 'Weghave'gone-J

"nthrough that once.’ We had 120,000 people .sent’ to this country as- a

deliberate attempt -- ‘not because they themselves initially warited to”

flée; they were encouraged to flee, they were pushed out. we had .-
~ jails open, we had mental hospitals open -- all :in. an attempt to
export all the problems of Cuba to the United states.- We tried it
that way once: It .was wrong then, and it's wrong now._ And I'm not
going to 1et it happen again.__~¥ S : : :

+
|

{Q'f . can’ you respond ‘to that other question’f-i'

THE PRESIDENT'; Yes, that's my answer to them._:'{_'

.

R - _3'Q_ What ‘about” the naval forces, the Coast Guard’_ hre_V
S they up to this adat Wlll it affect drug - L o :

KA

THE PRESIDENT'- I "think: the Coast Guard is plainly up toi*

',git. _We may have to have a little more Navy support. I met with the

' Secretary of Defense this: morning; we discussed it at length: He is'g"

" confident that we can do what we have to do Without undermining our
fundamental miSSion. Q;'_ A ‘ )

R Lo Q. PreSident Clinton, preViously you said that the
v;crime bill was, something that you supported that you wanted- té sign

‘."as it was. - Now™ you re. saying you .can take :10. percent out ‘of it.- Why

7jshouldn t the American people believe that - there's still a lot of fat

.o that can ‘comeout of it" Y

W

THE PRESIDENT. First of all \anytime you start a =- . o

lfI ve . never'seen a. bill that started new programs that you: couldn't

5 “out some and maintain’its. fundamentaI integrity. I said that crime
- bill was a strong and good bill as- it was, and it was a strong and e

]_good bill ';_

But one of the things that happened in conference that,

has, ‘I think been largely overlooked is that in .an attempt to get as-

. much . money as pOSSlble for- police officers and law enforcement and
for prisons and'for border patrol, funds were- appropriated or were’

tﬁ-_authorized in the crime bill that' came out of conference: in an amount;'
;‘greater than we could proVide in the trust fund. o S

3

.—r n

: Keep in’ mind the great beauty of this crime bill is

”-: it's the ‘first major program in American history that's being

financed entirely by reducing the size of the federal. bureaucracy and"'

,.~ftaking all the savihgs from the federal ‘government .ahd putting it in" .
" “-a trust fund to help grass-roots Americans get better control over A

- '.J.

'"ftheir own lives.

The practical impact of what we' are doing by cutting 10

'”percent of this Wlll ‘be to be ablé to ‘put everything that's left into"

. the trust fund. - So, ‘in terms of real dollars, I believe: there - w111
_be more .money " ‘actually -appropriated and spent for tough law '
]enforcement and for poljice officers. .And I believe ‘that all the.
" fundamental important things in the prevention Strategy Wlll be-
. maintained at a very high level and dramatrcally higher “than now..

Il

- . The- principles of the bill are intact - it's the S
‘bilggest. increase in- police in the, history of the country; it's the.
- toughest increase in: punishment in the history of the; country. it's
.. the, biggest increase in prevention programs in the history of the

RN oountry S t. C Lo

I am not a member of the. Congress. They have to work o

| out all the details. If they produced this bill out of the

ﬁfﬂf_ ;‘lht;"‘_.f{':fr':' - MQRE{
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r;_least temporarily to stomach conditions there,.does that. make it
_incumbent onyou, to be more active in senking to oust Castro°‘;

If"conference; I would have happily supported this, as I did the other
. lone.;' S . o . .

B THE PRESIDENT.- Now, that‘s one of those questions

s

The President is not a member of. the Congress. The

-*;',Congress made a  decision that they had a bill that they. all wanted
* ! They accommodated the interests. as ‘best they could.. It met all my ..

‘fundamental “criteria. -= assault weapons ban, ban on handgun ownership

by kids, ‘tougher: penalties, longer: imprisonment, more prevention. So}
“ does this-bill. This bill has the added virtue of being able to be -

- fully ‘funded 'in the trust fund that we are creating by~ reduCing the n
-federal government to its lowest size in 30 years. .

"And’ if “in. fact - let me just say, Rita - if in fact

ﬁ -- there has been no . conference. "If in fact, the conference proceeds
.~ "along the lines that I: generally believe it's going oh, and-it has
- the added. virtue of some" strengthening. of the- language which was put
" in, involving this whole sexual .predator issue ~--"so, in that sense, I /
think it ‘is a fine bill. that meets all the criteria, -and it doesn't
. just gut the prevention programs, which I was determined to see not .
-.happen. : _ : " N v

S Mr..Pre51dent, you say that you ‘re' not going to

"Vallow Fidel Castro to. dictate U, S..immigration policy. But hasn't he
- just done that by forcing you to reverse three- decades". of a policy°

And secondly, what- do you ‘say to Cuban Americans,~espec1ally in g

' :Florida, who feel betrayed by this change in policy?

: THE PRESIDENT°f Well I believe that most Cuban

.fAmericans want us to be very firm.~ The Cuban Americans: that T know,
“without regard to their?’ party,-supported the Cuba Democracy ‘Act, and -
they remember how awful it was for the United States ‘when the Mariel
"Boatlift occurred. They remembered what: it did in this country and
* how. -= the' feelings it engendered in this country And. I . do not

believe they want another Mariel Boatlift. "And, T do not -believe" ﬁe
can afford to do that. . And s0°'my own view is that most Cuban '

"Americans Willcsupport what we're trying to do and wish us. to be
cfirm, T S ST : S

T would Femind you that the Attorney General, who is in”

i'charge or oversees the INS, who ‘has done a lot. of- work on this and

who.will have a press conference; I think, when T flnlSh to .answer -

Jlsome of . the details of this: policy was the prosecuting attorney in

Dade County. I talked to the governor last night at some 1ength

' iaabout thlS - of,Florida.p‘

'thu.ﬁ_" I think my  own feeling is_-e'and I've talked to Cuban

'f Americans, of course, exhaustively for years now,. and we've beén..in
‘touch with them -and with the Florida. congressional delegation._'I

believe this policy will. have broad support.: I. will be surprised if

; it does not have broad support. y

:QV__ By telling Cubans basically o stay home and at

coming to the in-country processing, applying for the visas if-

,. . f"" .

MORE

T

R C THE PRESIDENT. Well what we are telling Cubans is that
f_3we have a- proviSion for. their coming. to the United. States through in—
_”,country processing .And- at-least as of this. date, we ‘have no : :
- . evidence.that the Castro has. .done anything to discourage Cubans. from :

e lQ; Wouldn't you just be getting Anto politics then, byg_p;
_accepting the original bill'> R S . -

- ideSigned to spoil your birthday. (Laughter ) Because it's: something'__:
.else =-- it's deSigned to confuse the" American people about what

' really goes on up here.
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Mfithey re ellglble to come here, and gettlng them. ‘That's what'we:re 5

saying to them. That is, we do not have any. evidence ‘that would .

: Justlfy believing that that ‘that process won't work in Cuba as it has:

" in other places: And, indeed,. the Castro’ government has’ encouraged

_ Cubans. to go down and apply to come here.  But we don't object to.

'~ that, that's the policy we have everywhere and that's’ the pollcy we
,should have there. Lt : o

' Q But doesn't that make 1t lncumbent on you to

.;*unllaterally or multlnatlonally press' for the ouster of Castro ln-:\

fg'some way - mllltary, economlc-—- whatever?‘_' :

5 .

_THE PRESIDENT.C The Unlted States had - done more - than any

~fother country to try to bring an-end to the Castro government. we .

"+ _have -done it through the Cuban Democracy. Act.” - We have ‘done it.

through the embargo. We have worked ‘hard,, often- laborlng almost ff ‘,H;

. alone, to that end. - And“we will continue to do that by whatever
reasonable means are avallable to us. . .

' v "Q_ Mr..PreSLdent, one of your fellow Democrats in the
I'Senate, Sam Nunn of Georgia, said: yesterday that it would be months '
“1f not 'years before a Health care reform bill is produced. ~And the
_ Congre551onal Budget office said ‘that a p0551ble moderate compromise
.. didn't cost out.. There's a growing. feellng in Washlngton that this ~
" health care crusade’is’ hopelessly bogged down in. Congress at this-
'polnt.. What is your v1ew of the srtuatron’ R

. _ THE. PRESIDENT’ That they should keep worklng at 1t---' '
-that 1f we. don't move there's a chance that it won't happen &t all.
~ You. know, the. congre551onal timetable is often different from the
- American t1metable. -1 mean, it took seven -years to pass the Brady
. Bill: and seven years to pass famlly leave. .
- But for 60 years people have acknowledged that not
‘gcoverlng all Americans -and having no system for dealing. with’ the

"-exploslve costs.and the. inequalities -in the health ‘care’ system were a

~ problem, . They have reached a significant crisis stage here, with
- five million more Americans: loslng their health insurance in: the: last

.. five years alone, with'the costs explodlng in the last; 12 years.-_And_

- »;I belleve that the tlme has come to. deal w1th thls.

. - _ Now, Senator Nunn 51mply observed what I th1nk is’
.,clearly a fact, whlch is that in the Senate there is unllmlted debate
and you ‘can”havé unlimited amendments.“ But a: lot\of these 1ssues do'
need to.be worked through _ _

I thlnk the comments Senator Kennedy and Senator _
Mltchell made today about the fact that this blpartlsan group was at
‘least attempting to. work with then, and in. the process of go

o attempting, finding out how hard it is -- it's easy to stand on the :
"'sideline and: lob brick bats at these efforts,. and qulte another th1ng .

‘to produceé .your own. effort. " But thelr comment made me believe.that:

" ‘there is still a.chance that people will work.together. and. resolve

'z.pthls. .50 I would say, to them, keep. working, keep working at- lt,_
_because if- you delay, you may lose it. altogether._' ;

- Co ' Q*: Well at this polnt .would you take somethlng less
-than what ‘Mitchell or Gephardt has: proposed. just to keep the process
_:moylng, 51nce,'as you say, 1f we don't get 1t now, we probably --.'

“THE PRESIDENT-« I thlnk that for one thlng, that's ‘not

'fso easy to do, because as we' ve also seen from ‘the studies -of: the-
Catholic Health Association and others, zhe- so-called "somethlng

, less": approach often does more Harm than.good; that when you Jjust: try= T

to patchwork this, often you lead to nore people w1thout.1nsurance

'and hlgher 1nsurance rates.n_ - R o e

[N

o

MORE ~ , -




- What I would say to you is, give thelprocess time to
 unfold. I know for :a- you it's been going‘'on a-long time, since we - :
- first hegan to debate ‘this a year ‘and a half ago. -I think!: forrthe IR
. American people,  it's almost 'like the baseball " season == the- B
_'pennant's just begun. . I hope we can have the: ‘pennant in the other.
" one, too, and-the series. But I think we need to let this thing

'“-unfold a. little more; I wouldn't prejudge it yet.\

o

. e me President ‘back to the crime bill. 1f the o
approach you' re’ offering now,. the changes you're offering now, does
not producé enough votes to pass the bill, will you under any L

. 'circumstances agree to: sever the assault weapon ban for a separate .

- vote in the House and the Senate'p . . : P :

o ; THE . PRESIDENT. I won* t agree to. that because I think o
: it's a mistake. - And -let me say -= I.'don't want to- overly comment.on .
Jit, but let me try to describe what the problem 'is. - The bill has '

-already passed’ -the House, - But in the- Senate, as you. know, we. could '”;iw

" have 55, 56, 57, 59 votes- for that bill in the, Senate and it could '
-:Stlll be filibustered. And we should not permit that to- happen.' o
o : I also believe that there is a’ chance that this whole
gfprocess in the last’ few days' -- we may look back-on this 'in a yYear or

- 8o .and think that this was the beginning of -an effort, ‘again, in :
ﬁ,other ‘areas to work in good falth across party lines. I have shown

my good faith. I have ‘taken the risk that all people take .when they _
talk to people who are opposed to6 ‘them of bheing asked the questions CL

..11Ke Rita asked me. . But in this town 1t. won't work if we have

~ American problems unless we try to 'reach. out. acro55 party llnES.' A

'vlot of these issues don't work like that._

T

- : ' So if we’ can work through this in good faith my view: is
chat we'll maybe be- setting the .stage to have more . things like NAFTA,
. and the Brady ‘Bill, and the education bills,. and then this one where'

‘We can’ work together., So I don't believe we. W1ll have to do that,’
~and I- am against dOing it. I think it would be a real error.

. Q.-“ Mr.. President Fidel Castro has been very high on o
,the list of American demonclogy bécause he is. a national security ‘

*.Wthreat.- I think of the ' Cuban miSSile crisis; he would. provide ‘a base

. for. the’ Sov1et Union. ‘That's-all ended now. :Do you foresee a form

of government, democratic government,_in Havana with free - elections '~
that includes Fidel Castro? Or is it a case that Castro1must go "
before there 's any normalization° j - _-__ﬂ. : :

'y _' THE PRESIDENT' well in any democracy it's up’ ‘to the .

.people to make - their\own deciSions._ ‘The ‘United - States does not pigk’ .
‘leaders or delete leaders for other countries, we let people make _-y
. their own deCiSions. ' . - _ A

o

L f"';;=ﬂ' I don’ t want to get into that. I think what we need isﬂf

a movement toward democracy and a free; economy o L.
”5'Q'.' Mr. President when the legal defense fund was set:

Jrup for you to handle the costs of defending :against the litigation,
Lloyd' Cutler said he. was'’ intervening in ‘that as'Presidential Counsel

- . pecause it threéatened the presidency, these tremendous. costs. Since

. then, the fund has decided it cannot legally solicit, leaving” no -

'explanation since ‘then- of -a, how will® the money ‘be raised to pay
these bills and, ‘two, in lieu of . enough funding to do- it, what other
options do you. have to protect the presidency from the threat that he -
- was talking about’ "' , S i L I T

R ~  THE. PRESIDENT. I don't know. I don't know the anéwer L
to that. "I'll. just have to let you ask Mr. Cutler that. I'm just - =

voaokrying . to stay: away from ‘that whole iSSue of the fund, and I can't

_Hanswer those questions._ . T

.
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: ST Q. Mr.,PreSident I hate to ask you one’ of those
nquestions that might spoil your. birthday ‘again; but. in,light of

" problems that you have been having 'up on. Capitel Hill many people

. are wondering if changing your. communication strategy,_shuffling your
‘staff might not be really addressing 'the problem, that perhaps I was

_wondeting if you've thought,about this -- that as a President elected '~

with’'43 percent, you may be trying to. do . too much too fast. And -

Democrats on Capitol Hill may’be trying to take' too much of: a '

. .partisan advantage of having control: of the entire government and
;perhaps exceeding your mandate._ o : - ,

) -,
-

“THE, PRESIDENT Well first I don't want the Democratsil;

to take partisan advantage, T just want us to get what's necessary
" for the country done. 'I. 'do not believe the country believes that we
-:should Slt still up here. A - “,”, :

“ And for all your talk about trouble, ‘1ét me remind you

."-that every objective survey says that in-1993 this administration gotfn.'
.- ‘more- support from Congress than any administration since World War II

excépt President ‘Eisenhower in 1953, when he had a less. ambitious:
agenda, and, .President Johnson. in 1965, when he had a bigger mandate
" rand more- support from the Congress. So I think we're doing quite
well with the- Congress if you loock at it in any kind of historic
f_pattern.d'g . : . S s ~

: : Now, I realize the fights and’ the: conflicts and the

K delays endure ‘more than the achievements. But we reversed ™ ..~ jﬂ
: Reaganomics. Wa passed an economic. program that was part of a’'
’strategy that has given us three _years .of deficit reduction ‘for the

- first- time since Truman, over four million jobs. We have the most -

V‘advances in trade than wé've had in a generation in. the last year and

. a.’half, This economic program is. working.. We broke seven years of.

‘gridlock with the ‘Brady Bill. We passed NAFTA, Wwhich was deader than_a;'-

a doornail when I became President,,we revived it and passed it.,,

S : So I believe this Congress is- capable of working _
together, often on a bipartisan basis. "And they 'still have some

'iz,great opportunities here. . They have the crime bill:; the- campaign

. finanhce reform bill; the 'lobby reform bill; the bill that Ppassed -the
House -last week that has not yet passed the Senate. to require ‘the
' Congress to live under the laws it -imposes ‘on’ ‘the American people,.

.~ which I think is a very good bill,,and, ‘of course, the health care . .
'challenge. : .;rﬁ 5 _ _ __' f,j“\ T f";” : :

. ... But I believe what I have to do-is- to keep trying to _

'change things. Anytime you try to provoke as ‘much change as I have,

you're going té have resistance. 'And you will be.criticized. Is-it.

more difficult that I had 43 percent of. the vote? :Perhaps ‘it is.f

, But I think you can ‘make another argument, which. was that 62 percent
" of - the ‘American people voted for fundamental change in the things '

that we were doing and in the way government works._:

S If anything, I would say that I've been most
_ disappointed looking back, not so much in my inability to get things

: ”'done, because once people 1ook at the-list it's - a very long and-
- impressive list, but I haven't been. as successful in changing the way:

it works -- that is; 'in trying to get .the Democrats and Republicans
. to.reach across to each other in good faith ‘and work through these

~ things. - That's why I think this crime bill could be an important -
thing. It could be a way of people in both parties saying, we're
putting you first for a change, not ourselves. : R o

Q' Mr. President, the Feoﬂral Reserve raised interest

rates again this week Some. Democrats are. saying that it could cause f

an econonic slowdown - How many more- rate increases will you take .
_before you also critiCize the Fed° o . _




el

' THE PRESIDENT._ Well when the Federal Reserve ralsed

'rates'thls week the Chairman;. Mr. Greenspan, said that -he thought

that this would be sufficient for a time. - The.truth is that our .

E »economlc strategy has produced more rapid growth than they thought 1tf.t

would and that we thought it.would. .We are .even doing better than we
thought we would We have got over ‘four million jobs already in the.- -

. last year and ‘a.half, and we've got rap1d 'growth in the. economy,

dramatic new 1nvestments in .the private- sector.- -So they're worrled
about 1nflatlon.' When it is apparent’ to me that - the ‘drag on. the-

""Feconomy will be more .about slowing the economy .dowr.than stopplng '

inflation, I will do what I can to influence that pollcy But I

gﬁthlnk my policy of lett1ng them do their job and hav1ng me: do mlne B
has worked out rather well - ) : . e

Lo

And ‘I would rem1nd you that from the tlme we announced

' t--'let me.just go. back through.a little hlstory here‘—— from. the t1me.,5

we ‘announced that we would have a serious assault on the def1c1t

" after the- electlon in November, from that day for a very- long time _ :
thereafter, we ‘had’ dramatlc drops in interest rates  which fueled last-. -
.’ .year's ‘expansion.  So.I 'think that we have to recognize that the Fed
-+ did respond to the. efforts we made, and what they re. responding to
.. now is a tobust ‘and drowing economy.. <Of course, it could be slowed
.. .down too much, but we don't have any ev1dence at this t1me that that
'has, in fact occurred ' ) . . :

XQ Mr._Presldent happy blrthday Next Sunday, hexfco;f'-

“is’ golng to. have pre51dent1a1 eélections. ' Can.you give us your-

,,g';assessment “what .do you think, what do you- expect ‘and what is going ;
. to be-the impact in the relatlons of Mexlco and the Unlted States°

Do you expect cont1nu1ty° 1 R - bRE E 5 ‘:,M y

-g"THE PRESIDENT. I expect the elections to be free,-open'

and fair. And I éxpect them to produce ‘a result which will be . _ :
. accepted by the- people of Mexico. And I expect the United. States to -
»"contlinue its: deepening fr1endsh1p witH Mexico.: I think that our o
. relationships are growlng I think, ln spite of the: polltlcal
. ‘changes and the economic difficultles of Mexico. in the last two"

. years,:/we have had. great success. 1 ‘think NAFTA clearly . was-a .great -
' success; if. you look at the économic- benefit§ to -the-United States _
-and what has happened So I'm looklng forward very opt1m1st1cally to o

'jthe future with Mexlco. . L _ '

Y . .
r

Q l Mr. President on the Mlddle East, sir}hprogress'~

_-contlnues between Israel and the Palestinlans, but”there'is;stilll

",vlolence.- But I wondered, sir, if you have an assessment on that.

.. What -- is there any update on the Syrian .front? “Have you heard

__-recently 'from Presldent “Assad? - And also has any progress been made
_ in counterlng worldwlde terrorlsm° : e : ’

THE PRESIDENT* You've asked me a lot of questlons

L-jthere. Let me:try to answer .them all.; I. belleve we.are still on: a
. path of. steady progress .in the hope; of achleVLng ‘an agreement that

resolves the differences between Istrael and Syrla.. Syria's problems

'Zt'remaln, but I would say” 51gn1f1cant advances are being made._f-

;

Wlth regard to the Palestlnian agreement I th1nk 3

-_‘everyone always knew.there would beé some operatlonal difficulties
. because the PLO had == to be fair to them =-- never -had been in charge
. .of & country. ' -That 1s, they had never:. had to operate a government
. tand to deal with all the mundane and maybe sometimes even boring day -
‘.to day problems that, unless they are properly managed you. can't -'1'_,
: -keep a -society. together.' I thlnk we're making some headway there.--I”
. don't want to minimize the dlfflculties,_but T do. not expect them. to e
“be- so great as to derall what we're dolng Sl --'.‘f.'

’ .

On the terrorlsm front I can “tell you that every week

: several times a week, T get’ an update on -our efforts. And while —-_._'_
-,as you could apprec1ate, I cannot dlscuss many of them 1n great

'.?vg;;;ui.;}-_v_gm 'L;,' MORE'
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~detail. I belleve that we- are maklng progress, but I belleve thlS ie
:a problem we'll all have to be very vlgllant about for years to come.“'

' "Q_ Mr.,Pre51dent, can we turn the subject to your
;-blrthday today’ What stirs w1th1n you as you. celebrate another -
'birthday? ‘And if you could have’ three w1shes fulfllled today, what

would those three w1shes be’ - _ : . _ :

: . THE PRESIDENT. Well, I woke up thls mornlnngust
'.grateful to ‘be here. That's what I'm feeling -- I mean,- grateful to
~be alive, grateful ‘to have my health, grateful to have my family, -
“grateful to have the chance to serve.. And,, you know, I- llke the. . -
. tough fights, S0 this is an exhllaratlng perlod for me.  I- 11ke thef_'?r
* big-.challenges. I thlnk we re all put en thls ‘earth to- try to make a -
- difference; : - ] T R :
B If I had' three w15hes, I would wish. for the'crlme b111_
to pass -= (laughter) ~= one; I would wish that I would make more =
. .progress. on ‘the way we do things around here as well .as -on the B
substance, because -if we can open our minds and hearts to each other
‘and -play a ‘little- less politics,. We can solve. the health care L

,'problem, too, and other thlngs. o ‘\__ RN

.
\

. S And I would w1sh that - I won't have to glve up my whole
. vacatlon f--(laughter) - because I 'still have dreams of breaklng 80
. 'on the golf course before I’m 50. (Lauohter Y S .
Let me say, I feel that I.-- thlS is. not an easy jOb for a
,,_-you elther, 's0 since it's my blrthday, if we adjourn here, let's. go o
_,1nto the dlnlng room and we can have some cake and whatever else 15 nh
. in there.;; v - : - = : : : v :

A

: Thank vou_very_muchfhxéome onAJIet's have.eome-cake}

CCEND 0 T .2:06 P.MY EDT -
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THE WHITE HOUSE

ce of the Press Secretary

,;', August 15, 1994" B
| PRESS BRIEFING . L
- BY DEE DEE MYERS . . R
- The BriefingtRoomr;-;-[; '1-;;,,"

L . MS.. MYERS: No announcements today. The Pre51dent

.i?ls spending the day —--as 'you know, he did his event on Social

'1jcphone worklng on the crlme blll

Security. and on crlme.- ‘He'll spend ar good part of the day on. the _fy

Other than that - Andrea° j 5

'_}QT Panetta 1nd1cated that there mlght be some’ room for

compromlse. Is, there room for compromise on, for instance, the:

”rassault weapons ban? Mr. Stokes said that that 1s not negotlable.'

C

Is that the Pre51dent's pos;tlon as we11°

MS. MYERS. Well, I thlnk the Pre51dent has made hlS

j' posltlon clear. * He ‘wants to see his pr1nc1ples protected, :which.
" include 100 000" police offlcers on: the street,; additional money for
-Apreventlon, three strikes and you're out-as the law of the land, and:

the 'ban on assault weapons.. Now, I certainly don't:want to rule out

:Lany reasonable- compromlses. At the same time, I wouldn't rule out

that the bill would pass as it is. At this point, we're in .

fdlscuSSIOns,, The Pre51dent 1s very commltted to gettlng thls blll

;passed;‘.j

'jthe_bill perlod R --‘.'.' oy

SNy

;

'-Q"i D1d the people who spoke at the Whlte House*—-h:

Q. You didn't try to answer that 1 aon't thlnk
you'~- 15 he standlng flrm orlnot-on ‘the assault weapons°-f

”

MS.-MYERS" I just sald he expects to see the assault

weapons ban in the bill _ : N LT

. ' . N . o ' . - .

'._ QE- As 1s°

IQ Well I don‘t know what he expects. We want to

_know 1s he standlng flrm on that . that's not negotlable.

MS MYERS' He ‘has sa1d assault weapons ban wlll be 1n

9 As 1t 1s or changed’

-

' MS., MYERS._ I 'm not g01ng to negotlate from this pOdlumr:H

'unless'somebody can produce elght votes._ But at the same tlme -

"

“Q "' - uslng that word suggests that negotlatlons are

o underway, whlch could lead to some- change in 1t at 1east.. Is that

_not - that's possible, correct°'ff

EET

M§. MYERS: I think that the Chief of Staff 1eon Panetta'~

Jsald today'that he wouldn't .rule out any. reasonable comprom;ses. I'm
=wcerta1nly not going to rule out’any reasonable compromlses. At ‘the
\same tlme,_the PreSLdent is. standlng by those four pr1nc1p1es._-Hey'

. HoRE{ ES T ,‘;”}f‘f'h-‘#196—03/151]-
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- :expects to see a blll that 1ncludes 100 , 000 pollce offlcers on the.'f'
street; three strikes: and you re . out as. the law. of the land a ban on:,
deadly assault weapons, and money for preventlon. \‘_ : g .

”?“" RS dﬁ ‘Dig- the Pres;dent ‘have any pr1nc1p1es ‘that are not
subject to belng changed in some way7 I-mean, you say he's standlng

by the. principle, but you won't rule out a reasonable compromlse I
: don't understand.jj:-l L e, o o -___‘ S ﬂ;._“'{?
Ms. MYERS I thlnk you do’ understand SO

"JQ I don't elther.."ff;h“iﬂj\;f:."-..ﬂ-~‘:
R Q '. Were the questlons that were asked today —- the
persons who spoke. today, did they write their -own ‘Speeches, or drd :
the Whlte House work w1th them to- coordlnate thelr remarks° X -.’f

o " MS.. MYERS* Generally, those 1nd1vidua1s wrlte thelr own
"remarks. Sometlmes the White House sees them in advancen ‘T 51mply
‘don't know. in this case’ if we saw them in advance.__Certalnly, Mark.

“Klaas is- somebody ‘who has speaking ‘all over the country, and I thlnk}_ ,

. hé's made those same klnds of . remarks. Mr. Sposato has been’ here in.

‘'the past as well; he's also spoken out-on this conslstently JAnd I

- think, -agaln, ‘his remarks. were consrstent wlth what he 5 been saylngui
. over. the course of the last year. : T : :

N "UQ] - They each spoke about a very SpPlelC area of the o
Presldent's plan, and then, of course, wé had the head of. ‘the Chlefs
. ‘of Pollce maklng a .nohnegotiable standpoint. - And -the: question 'is, - .
“* how carefully and to what extent did the White :House work wlth these"v
people on thelr remarks. Could you get that for us? - .

- oo MS MYERS.; Sure. Let me just say that I th1nk L
certalnly we ‘would: stand ready' to help these ‘individuals. ' But their -
stories speak for themselves., These are: people who .all have’ ‘an - R
. experience out there that. in some way could have perhaps been changed C
had the crlme blll been passed had these measures been in place.

N "Qﬁj nght But it's a pretty srmple questlon, dld the.ﬁ"
Whlte House work wlth them on- thelr remarks, or not.‘ . e

L

MS MYERS' I'm happy to take 1t.- o
' : eQ:- More dlrectly, on the questlon of compromlse, are
.H you wllllng to - give -up part of the crime preventlon mon1es 1f that's

the prlce of gettlng the blll through’ j'_; e J.\

P ‘H’”;~=. _ MS MYERS‘ Agaln, I am not g01ng to negotlate from thls
. podium. -I don't. think that's appropriate. . -The Pre51dent is going. to
- »contlnue to flght publlcly to talk. about this. Agaln, I think what
he did today . was. underscore ‘the" 1mportance of; this bill to the B
Amerlcan people. The American people want' this bill passed. They
b want to' see more cops on-the- street. they .want to see additional =
“money for. 'prevention;.they want three strikes and you're out as: the _
law. of the land. And the Pre51dent is. g01ng to flght as hard as he
can to see that- that happens.: e { -~.-‘..- o \
. . At the same time, members of Congress have to work out
the schedule for the vote and the specific forum that- the blll will -
go'back to:vote'in, I think the President is golng to, agaln, flght i;];
very. hard to. keep the bill and to. keep the provrslons 1n the. blll
that he thlnks are 1mportant.;-' : : . oo -
S o B Would he f1ght for the LeMar Unlver51ty grant for
Jack Brook S dlstrlct° ' o S L . !

.J ...
FI

' MORE: - 1. 4196-08/15"
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. ~h.] MS MYERS' - That's not dﬁé'ththE:brinciﬁles.'»l;“ o
(Laughter ) o ; T, , - :
T -QZ Who pald for these three lnleldualS to come to the
Whlte House today’-‘ R e SRR - o S

' HS. MYERS.; The Whlte House dld

R Q Has. the Pre51dent reached the pOlnt new. where ‘he

knows he has to make rev151ons 1n order to sell 1t°

' : MS MYERS' No, I don'tfthlnk that that's clear.'-I,
thlnk the Pre51dent feels very strongly about this blll. I thlnk
he's going to contlnue to try - to turn-up the heat on members of
Congress . who voted against this bill, particularly those- who did so
‘for partlsan reasons., - At ‘the same: tlme, 1 think he's going to’ work
‘very hard .for a. blpartlsan solution. - This bill had bipartisan -
support throughout the process;.-had blpartlsan support. when it. came-

-

“out of the- House; it had bipartisan support :in the, ‘conference. - But _a“-r.

‘when it came down to the ‘vote.on the’ rule, there was a partisan, I
th1nk objectlve to! stopplng 1t _:,' - . S e o

Now I think the Pre51dent certalnly has made ‘a p01nt

out of that over the course of the last few days. At this point, .

what's 1mportant is mov1ng ‘foriward and gettlng the blll done and o
gettlng it for the Amerlcan people../,- o . : o

' R T3 the Presldent wants to find. .an answer why has
"'he decllned to meet wlth Dole and Glngrlch and company° 2 :

MS MYERS.- Because, flrst of all, there have been a

number of meetlngs w1th the leadership, both —~:,

; -Q,’f Slnoe Frlday., They asked for a meetlng Frlday and
they asked for a meetlng on Saturday : . , :

- MS MYERS" They met _on Saturday, as you know. Not: w1th
the Presldent, but the bipartlsan leaders met on Saturday, and-if -
they had a specific proposal for the President they could have passed
;it on to him following that meeting.. They did not. I think the -
‘President has made clear-what he would like to. see in’ this bill. -
“It's-up to the 'members of Congress to work it out. There have been &
number of meetings ©on.this throughout the: process, and quite. frankly,

. it was ‘partisan procedural maneuver that blocked thls blll and not '

any substantlve objectlon. L

H -Q ' Slnce the vote, they re asklng for talk.; And slnce

E they stopped 1t presumably, and  are being blamed for stopplng 1t

they .say they ve got an answer, Why won't the Presldent talk to

L them’ L A :

‘MS. MYERS Well then they should have sent that answer
to the meetlng on Saturday, whlch they dld not. w .

' ',“PQ'- ‘What is the White' House telllng congre551ona1 _
leaders in terms of: timing of action on the crime bill, partlcularly
‘as it relates to the ‘schedule of:votes on.-the health care bill?: You
. haven'it got too ‘much- ‘time left on the ‘Hill. .Do you want this thlng _ .
finished this. week the crime bill, so that you can free the House to__u
takefuP health care after that’ ;V; e e A

. o MS MYERS., Sure, I think 1t's our v1ew, the Presldent S
v1ew, that he'd like to see this finished as quickly as pos51ble.
Speaker Foley indicated this morning.that he thinks a vote is. - P
possible and it will 11kely happen .this week. - The President would NS
certalnly 11ke to see it happen, aga1n, ‘as qulckly -as posslble e

e

e ST n

o
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e *? “,V'-As "for’ health care,.I th1nk the House 1s Stlll waltlng

- for" CBO to, report back. on" the specifics: of - the £ill. " And in- the’
 Senate I think 1t's the Republlcan leadership,” again, that's blocklng

'.-furthercprogress I they'd just let a vote go forward we could get

R -on wlth 1t.3=‘ _ o o A -

’lQ,. What about the House tlmlng on health care’f-

;'*fBecause in addition'to waiting for CBO scoring reports, there!s also B

.a ‘'growing sentiment in the’ Democratic caucus to really put thlS off

: ‘until after: Labor‘Day to find out what the.Senate will de in the <

-imeantlme on health care. What does the ‘President, what. ‘does ‘the:. s
White House say to House- Democrats with regard to health care -and -A*"
v;tlmlng° f;‘“.- BEINE »Lf'y"*];:--- , - T

L

: Lo P MS: MYERS'" Well,. " the Pre51dent has made it very clear -
“that he'd like to see both the Houseé and the Sénate act as’ ‘quickly as R
' possible on this. The. leadership -- and he'd llke to see them stay '
:jln to deal w1th health care and wlth crlme.;_ T Jl

T The leadershlp, certalnly Majorlty Leader Mltchell has
_made ‘it clear that- he's g01ng -to .keep the Senate in six days a week
until this gets done. - And the House is. still trying to work out- its
“*schedule, ‘that's somethlng for- them to resolve. ' But’ agaln, I think -
they're waltlng on CBO, .- And’ as soon as CBO produces some accountlng
of varlous plans,lthey can move forward : ol

S C -5Q ' Would the Pre51dent want ‘the House, once CBO welghs
‘in, to do the same thlng as the Senate, to stay 1n for 51x days a-
Qweek’ ‘ el _ _ Lo _ _

'1 MS. MYERS.' The Presldent has’ urged them to stay in’ to e

4:'fdeal with this, And it's up to the House leadership now to figure -

'-out exactly how to move forward “put T thlnk the Presidént has made

% clear that he‘'d like to .see them stay in. He's willing to stay here. ..~
'g_He'd llke to see the House and’ Senate stay in to deal wlth thls. o

;Qj Dee Dee, on. health care, can you tell us" what went

‘1nto the declslon to abandon the commltment to guaranteed prlvate,

”finsurance’ #I:.__ e o 1;4 ]

MS MYERS.f There 5 been no declslon to abandon that.t'"'u

_.;*V“J“,:_fj ;Q_” Well Dee Dee, the Presldent has endorsed the - o
Gephardt'blll That's 50 percent, roughly, Medlcare. Obv1ously, 1f.;
. that were,to pass and he' were' to accept it, that’ would be the end of .
~that. He's publlcly endorsed 1t so how can there not have been == I
ﬁmean, 1s 1t wllly nllly’ T S S DT .
e T MS MYERS.. The prlorlty 1n that plan is: Stlll ---and
‘the. presumptlon in: that plan is still’ to move- people into prlvate
,?_programs. Falllng that, there's a fallback of publlc programs 1n
P order to make sure that people have lnsurance _

c_.

That's the top prlorlty, is guaranteelng beneflts for -

"_everybody ; But the presumption is. Stlll —=- and this is a- ‘questioh -

'ﬂ,that was posed té the Pre51dent at his press ‘conference last week and
one that he answered - that the presumptlon 1s toward prlvatehl_.vl i

LT o Q- But excuse me, does not the Gephardt ‘bill | i
‘ 11nev1tably result ina ‘large expan51on of publlc 1nsurance°~._

: . MS MYERS'T,The Gephardt blll creates an. opportunlty for
'].people who' would ‘hot otherwlse have insurance.to. have it 'through the-

public sector. “But it also creates opportun1t1es ‘for. people ‘who "are e

‘currently on- -- rece1v1ng public insurance to 'move into -the. prlvate
sector, .and certalnly that the presumptlon ls to. move 1n that
d1rectlon.-- : ) , e v LT . . .

L . . . . .. - L . - . . - ) .
. HEN ‘. . . L ' . . . e LT - LTl -
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n ."'J ' ;?Q:? Well, 1t certalnly can't be sald to be guaranteed ’
prlvate 1nsurance,_can 1t° : : S - .

| s Ms. HYERS' But it is =- 1t'guaranteé5'benefits'foru
.,everybody, and ‘again,. -the presumptlon 1s on'priuateﬂand itftries'to
move people 1n that dlrectlon._;ﬂ- Lo . ST T

e . Q o Does 1t guarantee presumptlon 1n favor‘of prlvate
insurance? Is that the prlnclple 1nvolved here° ' : .

- . . - - . P

V. Hs MYERS' I thlnk the prlnclple is beneflts for
:everybody that can't be taken away _ _ 5 o o
3 R ;Qf‘i Dee Dee, wlll -the Pre51dent be meetlng wlth any of
'the 58 Democrats -who- voted agalnst the crime’ bJ.ll‘> -

' Ms. MYERS.-,I,certalnly wouldn't rule’ 1t out. -fThe'
Pre51dent is going'to seek votes from the Democrats who voted agalnst

" the 'bill, from members of - the Black Caucus who voted. agalnst the- blll

Vland from Republlcans who voted agalnst the rule, actually
. A

I

Q : Wlll he be meetlng today7_ " =
SR . MS. HYERS' None scheduled ‘but I certalnly wouldn't ‘;3
--‘rule out that people wlll be comlng up here., C e o

-¢Q5; Today‘>

. T S MS MYERS*' Yes., I thlnk over- ‘the course of the next \fﬁ
;.several days if we think -- I don't know of anybody comlng up today
.Most. members are out: of town.' S - SRR

-

';TFQI '“Dld he meet w1th Foley and Mltchell on thls today’ i'

Lo HS MYERS He dld not.‘ It was Mr. Panetta met w1th
Foley and Mltchell as. part of - their regularly scheduled meetlngs to

. ;.talk about crlme, health care and other 1ssues.;ff

: ' Q. In that meetlng did Mr. Foley 1nd1cate to the Whlte_

-:House ‘when he thinks he will brlng uUp the .crime? " You.said earlier. -
“likely this" week.- Dld he glve a- spec1f1c day, or what has to happen

‘:flrst°_”-- . . L S S _ o

o \ HS MYERS I don{t know lf-he—made a ‘commitment- to a

.ﬂspec1f1c day.- They did talk about a number of issues. And ‘I think.
1 Foley has sald publlcly that he's shootlng for Thursday

bl 'QV‘j You sald he S calllng members today. Can you: glve
us a ballpark how many,‘and are all these members who voted agalnst
“the rule‘> : : : . : : _ . _

_ MS MYERS" I don't thlnk we're golng to get 1nto-fJ.. L
specifics. Generally, ‘he is 901ng to call people who he hopes‘toif:.-
: persuade;to vote- for the rule.. . : . '

i

*K;?.. .l‘Q' - Is it 1n the range of a- dozen or two dozen’ j""
) : : HS MYERS'l I thlnk it w1ll depend on how many he”can-}_'f
_get a hold of He has a list of. a number that he hopes are - . .= . -
-persuadable, and he'll work through that as qulckly as heacan.
_ ' J,Q'j' Wlll the Presldent stay in- Washlngton as long as ;
,,Congress does° . _ _ o

”:stay 1n as long as he feels is necessary mean, we'll see.

- MORE;,L'f:." o 5'#;§6+08/15‘
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MS MYERS.- We'll see.f I thlnk he! s certalnly g01ng to _.’dV
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I.f
R ; -Q . If they stay here, worklng 51x days a week mlght

) "he go to Martha s vlneyard° -3(,_ N =3g“h S

-' L f- HS MYERS. e th1nk we'll just have to walt and see.,_I

don‘t th1nk any flnal de01510ns on that have been made. 7 -

5
. \_ .

B : Q' . singe the Presldent is: obvlously not taklng any - _
_questlons from reporters thirough- ‘the ‘course’ of the day. as he used to,.
‘when will "the. next news conférence ke, and. is there a time when we

ocan’ look ‘forward to maybe asklng hlm some of these questlons
ourselves’ . T : S A

MS MYERs- No news conference is scheduled but he sald

fthe hopes to have more, and I think: you-. can expect ‘that there will be .

another news- conference relatlvely soon.« But, agaln, nothlng 1s o A
scheduled ERRN S : . T L _ '

.in COuld we put ln a. request for one‘>

R HS MYERs-' Sure.-ﬂgﬁ _
AR ' . Q- I mean, I know nothlng is scheduled but 1t's now -
. -clear that he ls not going to ‘take questions as- he used to on.a -- at

‘. least on an 1nfrequent ba515.. That makes it .a little harder to ..
o understand exactly where he's’coming from, other than in:the set =
. speeches: that he wants' to make. .The members ,who Are 0pp051ng hlm are

.. answering questlons and talklng to’ reporters.. It's a. llttle

3-_Ld1fferent ---:-; ”_ L _J A .ﬂ-ﬁ

' .
. [

SRR S -Qﬂ- I th1nk the Presldent has- taken a number of o
" opportunltles to answer reporters' questlons.. In fact, recent press.
3_conference -- he took questions the other night after the ¢rime . blll

. failed, and there wlll contlnually be opportunltles to ask hlm

ifquestlons. : . . L - .

- SRR Agaln, I don't have a date for you on a press T

_ conference. I understand you'd llke to have one, and. he wlll have
3another one soon.-' ‘ ! R L L ,

- L Q- Does the Whlte HOuse thlnk that Roger Altman Stlll 'y o
".has CrEdlblllty with' Congress? . ;And does the: Pre51dent have an . ‘ .
~-op1nlon on whether'or not he should re51gn° PR : wr s
e " MS. HYERS' I thlnk there 5 been no- change in the _
' Presldent s oplnlon on. thls, ‘and I thihk as others have ‘said, thlS 1s<
'somethlng that Mr. Altman wlll have to dec1de for hlmself -

| a f\. !

';HQQ:?-~What was'the questlon°=

Ve e 'd' " The questlon was whether or. not Mr. Altman Stlll
 had CrEdlblllty Wlth Congress, and whether or:: not the Whlte HOuse
wants him to re51gn. . o . , ST .
o Ms. MYERS:.. And I said therefs been'ﬁc;changefihjthésf
Pres1dent's p051tlon on that.. AR '\1{ln . S
o -'“Z'LQ Can I follow on that’ Has he talked to anyone here
about = well has he submltted a re51gnatlon°__ _ i :

Ms. MYERS.IZ Not that I know of no. "
l;' fl” 'fldd' IS he here, Dee Dee’ Is he back°'

T . Ms, MYERS'3 1s’ Roger Altman here ln Wash1ngton°- I don't
know.  .You can check his office at the Treasury Department. He's not.

ij_here 1n the Whlte House that I know ofi R SR ;3g‘g

S wore Lo © o 4196-08/157 -

[




_ o 'Q o Can we - get the answer to the earller questlon -—'."‘
fhas he spoken to- anyone here about re51gn1ng° : - :

o o MS MYERS' 'I,don't anw, I don't know whether he s .1'”7'
'spoken to anybody ' ' © o o : .
I tQ“ Can you take that’- S
- ms: MYERS" Sure.l}
3f'df_f Has hlS successor been p1cked°
MS MYERS. There is no vacancy

- ’ 'Q' o Dee Dee,_there was a ere report that Vice - :
Pre51dent Gore might be golng to Tennessee to campaidn for Cooper,
the Senate Democratlc nomlnee, even though he's been critical of:the,

:admlnlstratlon on health care and’ was one- of the 58 Democrats in the
House who voted .against the crime blll rule. 'I5. that-true, or 'is the

: - ‘White House" going to be campaigning, even as the Pre51dent cr1t1c12es_7

'g-people who voted agalnst you on the crime blll°

-ﬁthe people who voted ,against 1t°

oo . MS MYERS' The Vlce Pre51dent T belleve --'you ll have"'
‘to double-check his schedule, but' I believe he is golng to Tennessee
-thlS week to campalgn for Congressman Cooper. o

S -*Q'; What klnd of message does that. send as. you attempt
to turn: around some of these either: ‘Democratic votes or ‘possibly.
Republican votes, if you're- golng to go out campalgnlng for the

Al

- MS MYERS. I thlnk lt sends ‘a message that as a senator
c-and a. representatlve from Tennessee,. that the Vice President has.a’
long. relationship with Representatlve Cooper, and that this White

House would like to see a strong ma]orlty 1n the Senate ‘on order to-
try get thlngs done. DRI _ . o _

B '-' Q7u Can I follow up on that’ Dee Dee, as;faryaSuthis='-
crime blll is concerned and the vote on the ‘rule, that's been framed -
as ‘a very important one for, the President, for hls présidency, and
JIfm guesslng that the President's going to make :that argument as he
talks to these 58.. Do you think, or does the President and the Whlte}

'__House think that there should be some. kind of . strictutes agalnst

' thHose who are’ unw1111ng to go along Wlth the- Presldent next time thls“
- COmeS'up°- .;‘_- T . o o :‘r.- a
_ . T MS MYERS.- That‘s not the. Pre51dent's .concern. The
_Presldent's concern at this point is getting the crime. bill passed

' He's going to do everythlng ‘he can to .see .that ‘that happens. ‘He's .
"spoken out on it .every day" since the Republlcans blocked the passage .
of the rule last Thursday. .He's golng to- continue to do that to work-
very hard to work the phones. The Vice PreSLdent's in the. Midwest
',today He‘ll be flghtlng for the crime’'bill. ' "The First Lady 1s-'"'
going to give a speech oh it. 'Members of the Cablnet, ‘including .

~ Secretary Bentsen and the Attorney. General will be. maklng calls and
;dolng 1nterv1ews on thlS. L ; . : ;s

o . I thlnk you can see a- full scale effort. from thls
-yadmlnlstratlon to ‘get the" crlme bill passed. - And that's the.
- Presidentis prlmary concern. The prlmary concern is dolng what he
',;belleves is in the best 1nterest of the Amerlcan people. :

QQH - belleve that there should be any penalty - f

g . MS MYERS. . He. belleves he should spend hlS energy dolng _
: everythlng he can' to get the crlme blll passed. L _ o
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. Q. Does he belleve there should be punlshment though
of people llke commlttee chalrmen, two commlttee chalrmen who voted
agalnst - S : : :
L - -. B MS MYERS.' That's for the House to dec1de.~ The :
Pre51dent beliévés he - should flght for the passage of the crlme b111-

- ~and that's exactly what he's g01ng “to- do.f

.?Q_ Any more schedule for thls week”l

_yMS MYERS'- Not much.
liq_r Travel’ |

MS MYERS. Nothlng schedU1ed

'"Q‘! What days -- ";u._ ‘_‘w

LT BRI MS. MYERS" Tuesday, tomorrow he ll have a blll 51gn1ng
-- H.R.'868. . .. . ol T .
TQ-, 'Will'there be“poliCemen'there?“}(Laughter,} f,{'
,5Q< - We don't do blll numbers.r i‘ifgl” R

L o - MS; MYERS._ Sometlme tomorrow, hefil: llkely 51gn H R.
geg, - That is the only public event on the schedule., And then on
. Wednesday he's scheduled ‘to sign the General Aviation.Revitalization:
Act. That will be -~ number on:the General Aviation: Revitalization

(laughter) =- that will be .sométime on Wedrniesday: afternoon.- And .
on Thursday, I belleve the u.s. Soccer Team wlll be here..-’

EQ- Is it crlme-related°317-'”

Sy o MS MYERS.- It's a crime they dldn't win the World Cup.
(Laughter y ~-On Frlday, no publlc events" currently schéeduled. And: I°
thlnk you can expect him to continue  to work very hard at the crime

0opill.oTTo think you can-expect there will be members’of -congress

through here,,he 11 work the phones, as. wlll .other admlnlstratlon N
officials.  And I certalnly wouldn't rule out’ that we would add an
event lf that, lf we decide that that‘s necessary . N

o -“3b o Slnce Frlday is hls blrthday, what about a news
conference - full scale news conference’ S ' .

- IR M. MYERS._ Yes.. I'll be sure to suggest that to hlm .
.. right away. (Laughter 8 : : . c _ o

' .JQ”"a Are there any plans for hls b1rthday°

L ‘ 0 3"—- I. thlnk you mentloned that the - Preszdent has a"
list of people to call, people that. he: considers to .be persuadable. c
. How many names are on that llst’- ‘And how\does it break ‘down' party-
B Wise7 Z Co S S TS T

- _'h_ ‘MS. MYERS. Well I don't thlnk we're go;ng to release
the spec1f1c nunber of names._ I think the llst will change, sort of,
. as time goes- forward. But I think you can eXpect that it wlll oo
1nclude, over- the course .of. the next several days, Republicans as
well as Democrats,-and probably ‘members of, the Black caucus as. well
as. the other Democrats who voted agalnst the blll . ,

: "u_'i\fQ When you mentloned also that you dldn't want to
rule out any reasonable compromises; can you give us any. idea what
klnd of 1ssues fall in the realm of reasonable compromlses7'v -

o
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X -“bh'ﬁ MS, MYERS.x Agaln, I don't thlnk —-'I'm certalnly not’
’ g01ng to stand here-and negotiate a deal,on the crlme blll ‘I don't
-thlnk that s approprlate or makes any sense at all -

SR T - Q.J- We! re not’ golng to negotlate back S0 all weaneedlr'
.to know ls what some of the ‘issues .are that you thlnk are -- =

o s MS. MYERS., Well I don't thlnk there ‘are answershto”ail'
'of those questlons, and I~ thlnk that's what 'the next couple .of days -
will be about. . I mean, obv1ously, the President needs to pick up.

eight addltlonal votes /dn’ order to get this bill passed. He's goingtlif:

“to do everything he can to get those votés and to get this rule _
. passed so that he ¢an. brlng the bill to the floor of both Houses -
-iwhere there's no - questlon 1t will pass Wlth large majorltles

- - b a But Dee Dee,-what did he offer back for example, L
to the members of the Black Caucus ‘who- voted agalnst - f_ , '
: _ MS MYERS" see, you re asklng me to negotlate from thls -
podlum, whlch I've sald I ‘m not golng to do.j_g.; . _

:Q T I‘m just asklng for some’ hlnt of what may be --_"V
‘MS. MYERS' That's just ‘not for me to do. ; :'Vf'“l o

: ' o -”Qyu Some anc1ent hlstory-—- correct me 1f I'm wrong
' Has anythlng ever happened to the nilitary official, head of- the :
'mllltary offlce.- Is he Stlll in place’ here’ _ )

Lo Ms MYERS° “He is. - And. agaln, I thlnk Leon Panetta hasif'
Sald that he's: reevaluatlng the staff and wlll make dec151ons 1n the -
context of that overall rev1ew. 42 S S L

[t

’Q:] Have there been any lnternal changes to ‘the staff .

'-that have not been announced or changes of reportlng or anythlng llke_ o

dthat’ R ,u...‘.,-_ , ___, . L S T

L T MS. MYERS:: I thlnk ‘there have been, certalnly have been -
a number of’ procedural changes 1nternally in the way, I think, <
business- is. done. ‘I 'think that Mr. Panetta has moved qulckly to try
to increase accountablllty and clarify lines'of authority. And 1.
think: ‘people have felt' the positive benefits, of those changes. , And I
think that as time’ contlnues, he ll contlnue to make adjustments as .
he sees. necessary '.f - : ¥ : S .
:.Q* . Is Chad belng forced oat° (Laughter )
“Ms. MYERS'. T can't comment on. that.”-- 5
“:Q“_ Is Jlmmy Hoffa burled ln the Rose Garden°
*MS MYERS.: Isn't he 1n the pool’ (Laughter ]
F'Q‘} Any statement on the capture of Carlos the Jackal’

- . MS. MYERS' Certalnly, the Unzted States government is
\'-grateful to ‘Sudan ‘for their help in.arranging this, and to the- French
'-government for their work on this.  -It's. somethlng that the - : .
international communlty has been pursulng for nearly 20 years,.and I

~think is ObVlOUSly a posltlve step. And it .does prove. that’ when -the

international. communlty works together, terrorlsts can ke apprehended
'[3and caught, and that's lmportant. _ a, o . . ,

._!

\ﬁfQ | Dld ‘the Unlted states help in anY WaY’

N S “MS. MYERS' There 5 been an’ ong01ng effort, I ‘think,

_lnternatlonal effort . for nearly- 20 years. Certainly the .U.S. has
g-partlclpated in_ that, - and because of pendlng cases in France, we
",can't comment beyond that.- : . o

-
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Q But in the locatlon of hlm, was the United:States
1nvolved ln that7

4

MS MYERS' Agaln, because of pendlng cases 1n France,
we can't comment -on the speclflc detalls.

' o Dee Dee, are you aware of any Syrlan cooperatlon7

MS MYERS. I'm not._ Iqjust don't-know.one-way or
ancther C Y R o _ -

Q Can.you.explaln.whatayou mean by-pendlng'cases in
France?

MS MYERS' There are some outstandlng cases 1n France
that I thlnk restrlct our ablllty to comment.- ; s

S . i

Q Was the U, S. 1nformed before 1t was made publlc’

] I3

MS MYERSr I don't know how we were 1nformed

1

Q Can you be more spec1fJ.c'J - - o

MS MYERS. No, I can't ’
Q Dee Dee, the Fed 1s con51der1ng another lncrease in
lnterest rates as we understand, in a meetlng today ‘Does the White

House have any objectlon to that’

MS 'MYERS: Well thefFed is. 1ndependent but we
contlnue to sée. positlve economic signs within the economy - steady
growth with. low to moderate inflation.. We don't see any lnflatlonary
pressures bulldlng up w1th1n the economy Lo : o o o

o Dee Dee, some of the Republlcans have been maklng
great fuss over the removal of - the sexual predator prov1s1on, or the-
waterlng down, and .of'a rape prov1sxon. Can you tell us, would the
Whlte House support hav1ng those prov1slons -

s . - MS. MYERS' Agaln, I'm not golng ‘to get lnto negotlatlng
the spec1f1c detalls. I just don't th1nk that's approprlate.

Q - just to make lt a: stronger b111 just-on

[

pr1nc1p1e°

MS. MYERS. I thlnk on prlnclple we would not object to
anythlng that would make 1t a stronger blll (Laughter )

!

Q Are you saylng that you re agalnst any lncrease 1n
the Fed because of the -

-~

SR MS: MYERS'- N I'm most spec1f1cally not saylng that.
Q - How d1d I mlss Carlos the Jackal belng caught7
: S oS U END L L 3 10 P.M. EDT
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THE WHITE HOUSE SR

Offlce of the Press Secretary

- For Immedlate Release T o ?:- ) ._'«;‘J_ij August 15 1994J-
REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT

: AT SIGNING CF THE L
SOCIAL SECDRITY INDEPENDENT AGENCY ACT BILL

:"TheykoselGarden U

- THE PRESIDENT‘ Thank you very much._ ‘Thank . you,’Senatorn
Moynlhan, Chalrman Gibkbons, Secretary Shalala. To all the
udlstlngulshed members .of Congress.who. are. here, espec1ally Senators ,
‘Mitchell and Dole and the Speaker, and to one who 1s not heré -- Andy -
-fJacobs, who worked 1= hard on thls endeavor i let me thank you all

'f

Let me especlally thank Senator Moynlhan,_who 1dent1f1ed

I_'the need to’ reestabllsh the: Soclal Securlty Administration as an .
"llndependent agency 1l years ago. I was sitting here thlnklng, ‘when- I

saw him.up here so full of pride that this day had finally come to

: “pass, Of, two thlngs.. Flrst of all, -about eight months. ago, Senator

‘Moynihan said to ‘me, . "We have a lot of. important business to. do this:

f._year. And.we' ll have to fight like crazy on all of:it. But if you
will” Jjust- come’ out and say you're. for an 1ndependent Social™ Security .

agency, I think we can do this unanlmously._ And that.would be a very

- good thihg for. Congress to de."™ (Laughter } And then I was.
,wonderlng whether, 1f we waited 11 years we could be unanlmous*about
every 1ssue that comes before us.; (Laughter )

L I want to thank Senator Hoynlhan for hls per51stence and
_‘guidance; and all ‘the others who have worked so- hard on thls R
leglslatlon." . : : S '
When Frankly Roosevelt made a speech to the New York :
'”leglslature in 1931, 'he said this: "The success or failure ‘of any
government. must be measured by .the well—belng of its citizens." That-
_was the goal "that moved’ him- 59 years ago yesterday. On: that day, in
. a ceremony in: the Cablnet Room, - ]ust behind us, he 51gned the Soc1al

"‘Securlty Act. 1nto law. And that is what guldes us’ today

Fl

. 1th an 1ndependent Soc1al Securlty Admlnlstratlon, we -
- are relnventlng our’ government to- streamllne our operatlons so that .
. 'Wwe can serve the Américan people better. " We are strengthenlng those
. things which- Social Sécurity ought to do, and : taklng precautlons to
. make sure it does not do things Whlch‘lt ought not teo do.. It.is =
_provlng ‘that government can still work to improve - ‘people's llves.g
.E’And now Soc1al Securlty, we know, wlll work even better."v -

For- mllllons of Amerlcans, that 51gnature 59 years ago'

' f.transformed old age ' from a time of.fear and ‘want to.a perlod of rest

and reward, It empowered many American families.as well, free1ng
,Ithem to put their: children. through college to enrich- thelr own llves,
'knowing that their parents would not grow old -in- poverty Nine years'

'fago, thanks to that effort; for the first time in the. history'of the -

United ‘States, the elderly. had a lower poverty rate than the rest of
: the populatlon..ll . _ . :

o In, flghtlng for Soclal Securlty and SO much else,'~ C
nPre51dent Roosevelt knew that the Amerlcan people always would have a
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- :
)

A

3 personal stake in overcomlng the status guo when the need was. great
enough That' is somethlng we .should all remember .as we go:into the
next few weeks, as we'.delay the’ August. recess, ‘as’ we struggle to come
to grips:with. the, challenges of. thlS age - the challenge of crlme,
the challenge of- health care. ' .

These k1nds of changes are’ dlfflcult but they always
have beén. . In 1935, even Social. Security as we know it nearly .died"
in a oongress1onal commlttee, as'senators considered strlpplng away
the. old-age pension.: Congress: almost left town with this and other
critical work .urnfinished. But- they found the- grit to work on’ through
the . summer of" 1935, when they didn't" have -as much air-conditioning as
we .have today And they’ accompllshed so ‘much in that period now
known as the Second Hundred Days._ Pres1dent Roosevelt said then that
that session of Congress would be regarded as hlStOrlC for all tlme.

What we do here today malntalns that hlStOrlC
oommltment. If we: keep focus on the .work we are’sent here to do,
what we do here today can be but- the precursor of things that we also.
can do to beneflt the Amerlcan people that wlll be hlstorlo for alI
tlme.

Now I'd llke to ask the folks here to jOln me as I s1gn
. this bill., In the beglnnlng, I wlll for a letter or two at least,
use the pen ‘that Pres;dent Roosevelt used 59 years ago yesterday.

-

Thank you very muoh (Applause )

(The blll 1s 51gned )

L]

END . - o0 - .. 1045 A.M. EDT
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: "‘f POLICE CHIEF STOKES. Ladles and gentleman, ‘we are here
_-to address the ==~ thank you, Mr. President. (Laughter ) You all are:

. .Standing .up. We are here today to discuss a. -very serious. 1ssue to

=-1aw enforcement 1n the Unlted States - the crlme blll.

: : ‘The &time bill was drafted with- the 1nput of law
enforcement, a law enforcement steering committee over six years ago.
This *is an important bill for- law. enforcément,. and .the for the g
jcommunlty, and for -the - Congress 'of the United States.- They need to

. stand. up, to speak out 'in unlson w1th us, telllng the crlmlnal
;_element, enough is enough.,_ o

L ' .~ " The assault weapons ban must remain in thls leglslatlon.
-fIt § a nonnegotiable item.. It's Sff the table as it is a concern to. - -
';law enforcement and the deaths that we see on the streets today

o The Presldent of the United States,-Presldent Cllnton,
has stood beside law ‘enforcement 1n1t1a11y saying that hetd ask for

©+100,000 law enforcement officers. - And through. negotlatlons and

'through the conference. committee, He was successful in succeedlng and
- increasing that from the 50,000 proposed to . another 100,000 of which
he had initially. proposed to hire the law enforcement offlcers to.
enforce the laws throughout this country. More law enforcement
officers on these streets wlll make a d1fference in’ the terns. of
'flghtlng crlme., o : R .

4

The constructlons of prlsons are lmportant, and'the

__'”jpreventlon programs._ It's a balanced way to fight. cr1me, and thatfs
. what this crime bill is all about. —-.preventlon of- crime. . We in‘law.

enforcement know that if we bulld pr1sons, we can flll those prlsons."
It's getting back. to.the grass roots- in this- country and dong -
- something about:the problem before it becomes a problem where wé |
- spend $22,000 a year. housing: criminals. It's prevention. The

prevention programs: in this bill -aré good. They've been ‘tried’ and

'”T,tested and the: President knows that’ they. have succeeded -in. some”

,3areas of the country and w111 succeed throughout thls country 1f we'.
' only glve it a chance. L ,,- S e ‘ o
: o It's wlth pleasure today, though, i:must move.-on and _
: 1ntroduce to you Steéve Sposato.' Steve, would you step forward - .
please’ (Applause ) S o . :.gj"' L “ﬂ"' "'.-- S
S MR SPOSATO°; Last year my wlfe, Jod1e, was brutally _ﬂ
,ukllled by a gunman using -two assault weapons in'an office building in
‘"downtown. San Franclsco., our daughter, Meghan, ‘only. got’. to. know her -
Imother for 10 months of her llfe._ That's 1ndeed a senseless tragedy -

The Republlcans say that the cr1me blll has too much
preVentlon and not enough punishment. - Murders: llke this ‘could have.
- been- prevented.  The killer ‘had no prior record. -His first crime was'’
‘his last crlme,.and then he kllled hlmself - He- 1eft Elght dead and .
six wounded S : - . _ '

A
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“f‘r* In 1991 1f Congress had passed an assault weapons ban,
x'thls terrible. tragedy would have Been prevented. What.is being
_prevented now is that. the, Republlcan leadershlp, along with the.

- National. lele Assoclatlon, is preventlng the crime bill from = -

“Jreachlng the floor of the House, . I've been a Republlcan for 19 -

‘.years, and frankly, I am totally dlsappolnted in my party, espec1a11y

. the leadershlp of my party

B111 Cllnton ‘is our. Pre51de1t. I‘m.worklng wlth our y{'; g

N Pre51dent to make sure  that -the crlme bill gets to the House floor -

':'for a vote.and 1ncludes an ‘assault weapon ban. .- Wlth three~ ‘fourths ‘of

- the, entire country ih support of an assault weapon ban, how could

.. this’ type of . legislation be: blocked°_ If the Amerlcan people want 1t,:

-if'why can't they get 1t° -

o

' The fact 1s ‘this blll d1d not pass because of a

procedural rule, which in itself 'is'a crime. -Americans deserve safer'

‘streets., .I don't want to see any. lo-month old llttle glrls puttlng
d1rt on. thelr mother s grave-, o

_' S The Republlcans say the\current ‘crime blll 1s fllled'l
with-pork.: The blggest pork barrel. in Washlngton is sthe NRA'S war -

,‘;[chest.: The.NRA wants one thing -~ they want . to preserve - the. bllllon—f._
d“-dollar gun industry, and that's why they don't want an assault weapon;;“
o ban to go forward. Rt : : s . :

RTINS ;’- The fact 1s the NRA doesn't glve a damn that my w1fe,. .
: Jodle, is dead. -~ The fact is the'NRA doesn't give a damn that my
daughter, Heghan, will grow up never knowing her mother., Meghan is

grow1ng up.. Last week she asked me,,"Daddy, I- want to s€e mommy. “*ﬁ

.This is the type of senseless punlshment that is golng on in Amerlca..;*‘

. .I'd like to explain to Meghan that what happened—to mommy won't
- happen to other mommles, not” 1n thls great country of ours.. .
T r It's. riot the crifme bill that's belng held hostage, 1t'
‘the Amerlcan people. I urge- you. “to.call your congressman and: express
“your outrage. Pass the ‘crime bill, stop this procedural nonsense..

' . Every day. our government waits means more people will day. -
Partisanship and the interest of the NRA should rlever come. before theu

. safety of ordlnary people like you and me.. For Jodie,’ Heghan and I
”plt's too, late._ Don't walt untll 1t's too late for you.

v R o L

'And now it" is! my pleasure to 1ntroduce to you a person

'iwho has alsa endured Sone senseless punlshment Janlce Payne. SRR

‘ (Applause ) R H.. .Hfi_ SRR L

MS, PAYNE'7 Hl, my name 1s Janlce Payne. I'm. from New

.TOrleans, Lou151ana.- On April the 29th as a class project, my son .

'_fJames wrote.a letter to the Presldent asklng hlm to stop the kllllng
'1n the c1ty C .

- .r . ..J '. - : .\ .

He sald "I th1nk that somebody mlght klll me.; I'

.":asklng you~n1cely to stop it. ' I know ‘you could, so please do it. I

-_",know you ‘could." Then, -nine: days later, my son s llfe was taken away
‘wgi—— Hay the ath Hother's Day - R s : -

y son never talked to me about how afrald he was: of the:]_f‘

__v1o1ence‘ln our city. Just like James, there are other 1nnocent
_chlldren out there who are afrald of the v1olence. ‘ Loe
BN O Haybe lf everyone pulled together and they helped the
ﬁ?Presldent get the crime bill. passed we.as a communlty could pull
together. and do somethlng about the senseless killing of our - -

. ‘children. ' Maybe the parents of innocent'children .that were murdered__'h'

:;senselessly could get’ together and try to do somethlng about the
v1olence around us._d-.- . . _

CMere o e
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- FRE - I m ‘not 1ett1ng my son d1e 1n vain. There is- a'song
’that has been wrltten, "In the Name of” James," that should be - -
released by mid-October. Thére are singers such as Jermaine Neville

-

'"f donatlng thelr time and talents towards "In the Name of James." - In

the’ song, ‘one of the verses. 1s, "We wish the world would change/In ’
the name of James., No Chlld should die, thls ‘way/In. ‘the name of :

- James. Don't take away our -children, .our. ch11dhood/Just because o
' you're up to no good. .Let the children. play for goodness sake/ Don'tzﬂ'

'f;itake thelr dreams away/In the names of James "

RS My last note on the vlolence that surrounds us is that
as- parents, we should pull together. and help save our: chlldren s
‘lives. Thank you. I- would now llke to. 1ntroduce you to Mark Klaas.g
_(Applause ) . “w;'-y D : : h

, HR KLAAS' I'm Mark Klaas.- It's too- late for my
daughter Polly However, it's.not too late for your chlldren or the
.65 victims of vlolent crime. that will die. every day,:-or the 288 women;

“who will be raped every day, or the 700 people who:will be the :
f:VlctlmS of ;aggravated assault every day between now and thevtlme the o
-crlme blll becomes law. T . _ : :

L : . Unllke the pollt1c1ans who are” debatlng thls 1ssue, I am :
“not. runnlng for an off1ce., I ‘am here to do the’ right: thlng I am -
- here bécause I demand --' and the American. people demand. -~ that our . -

'ﬂjgovernment live-up to its most fundamental duty, which.is the.

protectlon of its citizens. - Any government that cannot protect the
-phy51cal securlty of 1ts citlzens lS an. 1neffect1ve government »j“»w
o We, the Amerlcan people,_are belng held hostage by
partlsan pOllthS and. spec1al interest groups. We ‘deserve better ;
~.than this. 1I'don't want special interests on eithér side to o
,flnfluence this vltally 1mportant crime blll.f The fear of: crlme is .,
' the most important issue facing.America today.  We desérve to ‘feel
C protected in our homes and on our streets.. The fear of crime makes
. innocent.citizens feel llke prlsoners 1n thelr own - homes., Let us
. remove that fearf,. : _ N : E

women and chlldren must be protected from the horror of

rape and molestatlon. ‘Inriocent 'citizens must be safeguarded from theff"”

" fear of murder and violent assault, . Vieolent criminals must get what
they deserve “= long- sentences and truth in- sentenc;ng A

R One of" the many necessary 1tems in the crime’ blll is-a
j,,well constructed ‘three strlkes law that targets repeat vlolent o
-~ felons; a.three strikes law that sends a clear message -- you do the
vcrlme and spend the rest of your mlserable, destructlve llfe in
' prlson where you can no. longer wreak havoc on 1nnocent people.-

L We have left our- safety up co the po11t1c1ans for too ,

long They are up. . for reelection in less than two months. They. will-
" be. asklng us to.return thermi to Washington, D. c..! If their total
-disregard for the safety 'of innocent citizens is an.'example of the

-type of .representation we can expect’ from them then our dec1slon on”e“”

"electlon day should be qulte clear.:f Lo

. o ‘This. 1ssue is not. about money, lt‘s ‘about’ llfe and

» ‘death.: There is no more time to lose. I know., Bécause our llves
-and the lives of our - ‘children -can change’.in the blink of an eye.- -

- “Many thousands of us are affected by vlolent crime. every day Please’

call or write your. member of  Congress rnow. Demand that. they .wage- warfr:

agalnst Violent crime in' America now.. Demand that they vote for the:
crime’ bill now.  When you tuck your chlldren into ‘bed- and kiss them ..
. . good- nlght do it with the knowledge that you: have 1nstructed your L
: ;congressperson to support the crlme blll now. _ _ L

- oo It's too late for Polly . But the rest of the chlldren
j 1n thls great country can Stlll use your help
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. Ladles and gentlemen, I've corresponded and spoken w1th

"fthe Pre51dent on several occasions now. - And I've always raised the
issue of children-and: crimes" against children. And he's" responded

“Jw1th more than just words, . He's responded with a good blll He -

- addressed it many times in the State of . the Union. address._ ‘And' T 5

. know that, ‘having-a. young daughter hlmself brings him much closer to

,thls issue. . And it is my. very great honor and .my very great pleasure
to introduce- ‘the Pre51dent of. the Unlted States.- Thank you.
(Applause ) e

END- . . ¢« - -1:50 P.M, EDT
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.o 'THE PRESIDENT' Thank you.” Thank you very much, Mark
Janlce, Steve, ‘and’ Dewey,; and to all the rest of you who are here.
"We have. just heard from. the real Amerlcan 1nterests in the crlme
blll.',-' . o :

Polly Klaas and Jedy Sposato and. James .Darby, and all' the .law
enforcement officials in this country who have worked so very hard

for this crime,bill. When you. walk ‘away from our police officers and-J"

‘from our klds, from our. hard-worklng citizens with their futures
‘before them, or ocur senior citizens, who have given their lives to

make ‘this a ‘better country,.and you do it on a procedural trick so.
you can still go back heme - and . pretend that you didn't vote against '

.. the crime bill, and you.would even have voted for it had it only comevd'
. to a vote, there =R somethlng wrong w1th the American system of -

government..

And 1t flnds its way 1nto the llVES of people that are

Stlll “around.’ Polly s sister, Annie, tcld me: 'she's still afrald of -

Last week the House of Representatlves walked away from

“being kidnapped, sc’ she's bu11t an. elaborate ‘alarm system in her room.'J'.

with ropes and bells. Thére's sométhing wrong when James Darby and’
~his classmates who are still living were so afraid.of violence that.
they had to participate in a special- program tc help them cope with:

it. - And the. worst part of thelr fears is that there's truth behlnd o

them. S e

0 Yes, thlE is ‘the greatest country in the world and the
longest lastlng democracy in the world. And none of ‘us would 11ve-
anywhere else for anything.: But we have to face the ‘fact that we
have. the highest-murder 'rate in the world-and that our children are

mére at risk hére than they would be in most other countries and. all
_Jother advanced. countrles,.because we have simply failed. to act with. .-'

‘the -discipline -and. determlnatlon necessary to preserve democracy's
mest fundamental obllgatlon ==~ 'the" ma1ntenance of law and order -
~without which freedom ‘and progress cannot proceed.-‘mf- .

T The crlme blll makes three strlkes and you re out the
law of the land, puts 100 000 pollCe on the street, builds more.
prlsons to lock up. sericus: offenders, takes ‘handguns away: from
juvenlles and bans assault weapons, and preovides investments and
preventlon to give our kids. a better start-in ‘live; ‘deals more
senslbly with the terrible - scourge’ of. drugs that are, respon51ble for

- 50 many .of the crlmes we' have These are: th1ngs whlch ought to. be

done.____ Lo ;__.; R e R

: How can the House explaln to Mark Klaas why the law that
m1ght have saved his daughter s 1life ‘had. it beén enacted years ago =

child like Meghah Specsatc and explain that, weéll, they just cdéuldnlt
figure out a way. te bring to a vote a- law that would have taken ‘the
_deadly weapon ‘that killed her- mother out ‘of the hands of a ‘deranged -

, personp ~And how . could a “member . of Cong:ess_explaln_to_James Darby s\

"~ MORE . -

. couldn't come up for a vote? .How could a po11t1c1an go to a little .
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'mother why they won't put pollce on the street who mlght have allowed
'llttle James to complete his last walk home° ,

C If Washlngton had acted Six years ago,‘some of:these
- lives- mlght have been: saved. If Washington w111 act thls week a.

whole 1ot of llves can stlll be ‘saved. :,_: . - _zfed_ﬁ

: -~"_”? ) Last Frlday I met W1th some pollce offlcers in
;‘Mlnnesota._ I. told them that they had never walked awvay from us and

that Washlngton should not walk away. from -them. ‘Well, the: parents ofVi'

.*thls .country’ should have the same pledge. . And. the- chlldren of this’
ucountry should. have the- same pledge.. You heard Janice.say that in - . .-

James Darby's wonderful letter to me, which I have read over and’ over L

o and over: agaln since last- Mother‘s\Day'-- he said, "I know you- could
:-do somethlng about thls, ‘and I‘m asklng you nlcely to do it." o

' - Well rmy fellow Amerlcans, we have asked the Congress.
-nlcely long enough. There should be no More excuses, no ‘more trlcks,

~no more-delays -- .and no more dlscu551on about ‘whether: thls bill is a = -

R Pemocratic ‘bill or a Republican: bill or'a Clinton bill. - I'don't know -
" whén‘I will ever be able to get it across to pecple’ here that what we-

do ‘here is not about us./ It is about thé rest of Amerlca,_ 5o let ¢ -

'-Congress here thlS‘ Pass the Darby-Klaas Sposato crlme blll and do
'1t now. i T o : :

LN

el Thank -x'_ouk (hpplause)

v

CUEND oo L0 2102 UM EDT
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. . THE PRESIDENT' Thank you so much.- If you ve - been
‘llstenlng to the news the last féw days, you know that the President

has had his annual loss of voice. . (Laughter.) ‘But when I heard the ;'
-cho1r today I klnd of got my VOlce back (Laughter ) :

Lo - Flrst, Paster and Mrs. Cherry, on. behalf of my wlfe, my
l_daughter and ‘all of our. company herer thank you so much for making us
feel at home today ‘This was ‘a beautlle wonderful day for us., .

_We'lve brought some old frlends of ‘ours that we'lve known for many
vears, and several members of our White House staff., .our good
‘friend; Congressman Albert Wlnn jolned us <= we're glad to see you.;_
~ Thank you so much, slr.;- ' o

: R "I came Here today of two mlnds.‘ Usually, on summer oo
Sundays like this, Hillary and Chelsea and I’ go up to Camp David, and -

‘. we 'go to the beautiful little chapel in the woods.there. And lnstead

"of being .in a . vast church, we worsh1p at 9:00 aims on- Sunday mornlng ,

. with about 50 people, and about six or seven people singing in the |

jcholr -— (laughter) -- including the President, who gets to Slght '
Lread the music when he can talk (Laughter ) o S

T _',- I. wanted to come here today for two reasons. Flrst of
~all, because, as it turned out, I needed to héar the sérmon.
_*(Laughter and applause. ) Next week,-Pastor, I'1l try to be a little
" more like Jehoshaphat. (Laughter and applause.) - Maybe I won't have
- to. ‘ask you face all our enemles all at cnce. . (Laughter ) :

- The second reason I. wanted to be here. is that thlS-

,ﬂchurch to me symbolizes what American should be all about right now.“f"'
© . And it also, I believe, came akout. because of all’ the- things-that

. Amerlca 'should not be about right now.. I’ mean, let me-ask" you, ‘now jv
"is it that a'church in 1981 .could start-with 24 members, and in 1994 .

- could-have 16,000 members? - How could an African American church with-
- all of the cllches people say about the black communlty in Amerlca

_ have 186, , 000" members and over 40 percent of them be males°‘ '
_ﬂ(Applause Yo : - : S : e
o God has worked through thls Pastor and hls wlfe and hls
family- and all of you. But why did you have to come into be1ng7 o

' .Because of.this: great ‘hole that's in our country now. . Because of the

_bkreakdown of the. families and the’ communltles,\and the loss 6f .the
"things which hold people together inside and 'out -~ not just the =

- splrltual problems, but. ‘the jobs, too, and the opportunltles and the

. thlngs which make people belleve ln the future on. thlS Earth.

And ln ‘that’ great vacuum, look what ‘has. usually» _
happened When people lose hope and lose their famllles and lose .
“their communities and lose their- sense. of rlght and wrong, ‘what . has .
so- often happened? = Seventy percent increase. in America in 10. years

;' in the number of children being.’ born out of wedlock ~And let's get

. the whole record on == today the fastest growth ls among young, wh1te3

uoRE; .

.
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“women givihg birth out of wedlock"_ Soon, 1fﬂve donft'do-something'
-1about 1t we'll all be equal - too hlgh R :

. : fh In 10 years, a, doubllng of the rate of murder - among
'teenage young people.; Slxty five people in America get' killed every
day. - While we've been in church, another. teenager has "been murdered.

-“,Every Two hours a teenager gets murdered.in América. And in this- -
‘great’-vacuum, “you: have teen pregnancy and" drugs and crlme and, worst-""“

'_of ail, V1olence._- '_-_ A _.,-1 1 S o

- T. wanted to come here because you are fllllng that. vo1d'
'from the ground up’ ‘and. from the inside out. ‘And I believe that thls.“'
church could. never have come into exlstence and exploded the way it.
jhas if everybody had.been in’a ‘church, in a family, in a communlty,.
in a job, and had hope and d1rectlon 1nslde and out51de, and ' =
structure..,~, ot el D . \eg
S o You ve fllled a vacuum w1th somethlng good and pure and
.wonderful.. And I- thank you for it. It's: beyond the reach of any B s
~ president to' do.. It 'is God's work through a rellglous m1n15try ‘But .
‘the Blble says that the rest of us- has mlnlstrles, too.”’ : : S

R S Do you remember when Martln Luther Klng sa1d if. you re
'just a street sweeper, ]ust sweep the streets as if’ you were:

Mlchelangelo, palntlng the Sistine Chapel. (Applause ). Everybody

has a. job to ‘do.- And! today,: I don't. thlnk we haveé' a bigger job 1n“'\

@:trylng to keep our children. alive and. rebulld our. famllles, ‘and

.-rebuild our communities; and to try to communicate some sense of .
: r1ght and wrong;. and to give our kids- ‘something to -‘say yves to, as
._;well as somethlng to say no to.- It's two SldeS .of the same coln
Lo fﬁ; And I'll tell you, before I. got here, T've been pretty o
"down the last- two or ‘three’. days’ because the Congress voted that crime’
“"bill. down.. Not because it's the" answer ‘to, all life's: ‘problems; here

.. is the answer to all life's problems. (Applause ), But ‘because - thls_-*-'

-country is. llterally comlng apart at the seams for. mllllons ‘of our. o
- young- people., And because there. are .toc many streets where old folks

;;'are afraid to sit ‘and talk and children are afraid to play. ' Because

. We're not really free- anymore and people aren't free to. pursue the .
sgAmerlcan Dream anymore as long as we feel like we can: just, tear. each
' ‘otler adpart.’ Because our pollce officers: ‘g6 out on the streets where,,
the gangs are supposed to -- are better armed ‘than they are.  And-
.. things are all mixed up now in our country. . And so often it seems
- that petty polltlcal thlngs, .or superf1c1al lelSlOnS keep us from
' :dolng what in -our heart we know is rlght. e . .

’I

-

. "f'-'*t' And I have been ‘5o ‘troubled at the thought that at 1east7¢
"those of us- who have been. -given this: authority by you --"the i
"President, the Congress -- .the- least we can_do is. to help you to save“
the' lives of your chlldren.‘_There are chlldren in"this church who'

- . have. been- gunned down; -I kKnow it. The ‘least. we can do is to help. you N
- to be.protected. .The least we can'do is to put people on-the streets =

-who can not  only catch criminals, but prevent.crime as good- law -
‘enforcement officers. The least we can do if, people are totally -
hopeless is to get them out of your hair ‘so they won't be botherlng

- you. And the least we can do is to, yes, give your children. more -

thlngs they can say yes to, ‘not- just thlngs they ¢an say no- to.p.w

That's what'all that debate was about in- the ¢rime bill..

.=It really wasn't about whether if you hald. written’ the cr1me blll or . ..

had. or. anybody else, it would have’ been just the way it turned out to-

xvfbe.' What is a democracy, after all, but- people gettlng together and . -

-'_'puttlng thelr different ideas and then arguing 1t out and hav1ng a
bunch of. votes and a. majorlty rules’ - ST : .
o Alexls de Toquevllle sald many years ago, thls was a. ¢
__'good country, and as long as. it was a good country it could be a-
'ﬁgreat country ; We re around after 218 years because more than half -
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" the time morefthan'half the. pecple have beeniright,‘andﬂGodihaSV‘
prermltted us to stay and -go and flourish. .I believe that. ‘Do you?

AUDIENCE': Yesss.u; .'ﬂ-“.;- “ o ”.-.;}

: THE PRESIDENT': Well that's what thlS is all about. We
..don't have ‘a’ blgger probBlem than’ the viclerice whlch is eating the .
‘heart out’ of this country, ‘and the breakdown of the pbasic: fabric of
" values ‘that says it is wrong to hurt. other people, it is wrong to act
"in an instant for .some momentary advantage in ways that W1ll o _
' devastate other people s. lives: it is wrong "to take this kind of
- advantage. .And we- have- to ‘find.a way out of this that punishes. L
.!'wrongdoers, 'yes; ‘but that also offers the hand of h0pe, that rebulldsf,
- our people from the grass roots up.-. : _ , L

V-

1that last week _ There are people in my part of ‘the country, good

'._peOple'-- they are in their churches’ today just 1like we're here ——_!

who say, we. 'don't break the law, and. wé -go hunting every time they -

~open the season, and we don't want any weapons. belng banned.- These J'“
19. assault weapons, folks -- I had 8 «22:when I was 123 you-don't:
need an assault weapon to shoot a deer or to kill quail. (Laughter }
If you're that bad a.shot, you ought. to be doing something else.
(Laughter ) You shouldn't be hunting. “But their fears are all .

o welled up in them and they scare some. of thelr members of Congress. -

. _ Then there are people who represent places where all the‘-“
1chlldren can go to the ballpark,” where they've got-a place to go
swimming in the summertime, :where they'z2 in church two .or '‘three
times a week; and they literally -canrnot "imagine what . it is like for -
. Some of our children. And so they say, oh, these programs “to let
- these -kids play basketball at m1dn1ght 1nstead of walk the streets

‘_are pork

. : I tell you, folks I wlll have to, llke all the- rest of
you,'answer to God for everythlng I have done, right. or wrong. He
all will. - I have been a ‘governor. . I have presided over the
execution of cr1m1nals.: I have:built priscon cells. I believe in
punlshlng wrongdoing. I think when people go out and- deliberately

- hurt. each other, somebody ought. to do somethlng to them and stop 1t.

[f belleve that. " And that's what thls b111 does.-

R _-.'rf But I also know that there are countless llttle chlldren
. out’ there, and they could go one way or the other. You know what the ’
best thlng about this- day ‘to me was? Wren everybody was asked to-

* come up here; there were. all those beautlful 'young. people standlng

B here.” They've’ got a/chance now. - And we have to glve more’ of them a

';chance now.,:

, ; RS I came here because I needed to hear the sermon. - I came
1where ‘because your: church stands for what' our country ought to be -and -
 where “it’ ought to go. I came here because the Bible says that good

x_Chrlstlans are also supposed to be good c1tlzens. ‘And I ask you thls

whole week to.pray for ‘me and pray for. the members of Congress; ask
us not to turn away from our: mlnlstry EHUE S

: Our mlnlstry is . to do’ the Work of God here on. Earth.,
: And that starts with giving our childrer and our families ‘a place in-
‘which at least they .can be. safe and ‘secure. It starts with standlng
-up against this'mindless violence which has torn the- hearts out of’

- ~people  who: are: this church and’ nearly every church in the United

I_States. It starts with. trylng to. put femilies back together. AndJlt
~is not the province of any. one race. - It is 1ncreaslngly not the-

t-prov1nce of any region or any economlc group. .But it savages the'

4

poor the worst because that 1s where the famllles are most broken.‘-
' "And I. ask you to pray,'and to speak to your friends® and

r‘nelghbors'and to hope somehow we’ w1ll all flnd the wlsdom and the

't'ﬁOREf‘f-l.“ T,i- IR co T

' And in a polltlcal moment the Congress walked away from o
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]udgment to come back and do the w111 of God 1n our mlnlstrles, Wthh
~1s to make _you as safe as we posslbly caﬁ.__ _ _ '

. Thank you so much for glVlng us thlS wonderful day w1th
you, God bless you all (Applause ) .

END . L 1:40° P.M. EDT




Lo e -""t THE WHITE Housﬁﬂ o f':';' S

Offlce of the Press Secretary

o

For Immedlate Release f,__“-{_ D 'nj, August 13, 19943'

-:- RADIO ‘ADDRESS  BY. THE PRESIDENT
- . TO THE NATION

~._Cambeavid_

-

. 10:06'AZM;”EDT S

, o _ THE PRESIDENT. Good mornlng As I'm sure you know, a
S couple ‘of days ago the House. of Representatlves had: a chance to pass
" the toughest attack-on crime in our history. And. they tried . to take -
. the easy way out. But the terrible threat of crime and violence is
.- too great for us to ‘let them get away w1th it.. The easy way out 1s
‘- not an optlon.s. - o R , : _

. S Two hundred and twenty f1ve members of CongreSS-'“_ ‘

; partlclpated in a procedural trick orchestrated by the National- lele
-Association and intensely -pushed by the Republlcan congres510nal : '
.1eadersh1p == a trick designed with one thing in mind, to. put’ the -

. protection of partisan and 'special interests over: the protection of
_;ordlnary Amerlcan famllles. They ought to be ashamed of themselves._

: The Amerlcan people have ‘been very clear on thls : The.
"most lmportant job- is.to keep the streets and the nelghborhoods of

'l'Amerlca ‘safe.. The. flrst responsibility.of government is law and

order. Wlthout it, people can never really pursue the Amerlcan

Dream. -and w1thout it, we're not really free. And the’ American

. people have said over and over again,. today they re worried’ about °
wcrime. They re f1ght1ng for thelr personal securlty Jd, SR

- lu\; The House of Representatlves has :a' respon51blllty to do -
'3someth1ng ‘about -it, but this:iweek the House walked away from that
'respons1b111ty.' They had a vote 6n law and order,_and law and order
.lost.” But that can't be the end of ‘this fight. " The hard—worklng,
31aw abldlng c1tlzens of the Unlted States deserve better.

L Yesterday I went to Mlnnesota where I addressed the
3Natlonal ‘ASsociation of Police Organlzatlons. ' This group represents
-/ -more sthan 150,000, pollce officers across the country .- They strongly
'~ support the crime bill. Earller in.the week, I met. with the heads of
-every. major 1aw -enforcement group in- America. ‘Together, they
represent over- a half—mllllon law enforcement officers. They. don'! t
walk away from’ thelr respon51b111ty They put their lives on" the.-
line every day for. us. And we can t 1et Congress walk away from
'them L e S I
S = The crime blll we're flghtlng for isa- crime b111 _
.America's pOllCE officers-and law enforcement officials ‘want. our’

fprosecutors, our teachers, our pr1nc1pals, our parents, ‘our. attorneys;'

.. general, .our communlty leaders -- they ve all’ ]Olned these pollce
-organlzatlons ‘in endor51ng thls ‘crime blll., For six years Congress
- has bickered and battled over a crlme blll when the average vlolent
- felon only serves four years 1n prlson._ - ST .

o ThlS crime blll departs frcm all those labels of the
_~past from llberal or conservative, or. tough or compaSSLonate.,‘Th;s
cr1me blll emphalees punlshment pollce and protectlon. R

F'_* L Some’ people in Congress say 1t's tlme for’ thelr August
"vacation."Well the crlme-plagulng ordlnary Amerlcan is not about to

,\. 1
o -

P . ~ _'MORE-
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take a vacatlon, and lt‘s only flttlng that Congress stay- 1n
Washlngton untll they get thls job done. They can't walk away on a
procedural trlck.

I want a crlme blll that puts lOO OOO new. pollce
offlcers on the street; one ‘that makes three strlkes and you're out
the, law .0of the land;. one that ‘builds. prisons.to lock up violent:
cr1m1nals where they belong.,one that takes handguns away: from.'
minors; one that provldes preventlon programs--that, police officers
demand to help 'steer our kids in troubled areas away from crime and
drugs in the: flrst ‘place. .’ ‘And the bills must. be paid for not by
ralslng taxes, but by cuttlng the federal bureaucracy

M3
1

I gave the Congress a plan to reduce the federal
bureaucracy by 250,000 and. more over -the next-five yeats, to bring-
the federal government to ‘its lowest .lével in 30 vears and to put all:
thHe savings in a trust’ fund to pay for the crime bill. -And let me. be
clear about this: .The crime bill must ban the assault weapons that
have no place on our streets. _ . . S

T ‘We don't need any more Washlngton, D..C\ games llke the
House of Representatlves played last week. Up untll that. vote, thls
crime bill-was bipartisan all the way, -with Republlcans ‘and’ Democrats
votlng for everythlng ‘that nrust. be 1ncluded Now "the- Republlcans
say, -well,: there's -too much money for prevention in this bill: ' They.
call it pork.- Well, all. I know- is, all the. pollce officers in thls
country know we need to glve klds somethlng to say yes to.

I know that 65\Republlcans voted for a blll that had
even more ‘prevention funds back inh the spring, but énly 11 would
stand" up to the w1ther1ng pressure of their leadershlp when the brll
came back and was ready to pass just thls week

The Amerlcan people have to make 1t clear to members of
Congress from both parties that even if they dlsagree Wlth a-
particular measure in this. -crime blll the overall bill- is- the best
the smartest bill-we ‘have ever had in this country, and ‘the American
people need ‘it. . It's time to put politics aside and finish the job
Help our natlon's pollce offlcers make our_streets safer.

Thls flght is. not” over. I am contlnulng 1t. I want you
to flght wlth me., our children, our families, our future deserve no.
less.

Thank.you for listening.

END.. . - - - 710801 AWM. EDT
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v y THE PRESIDENT'- Ladles and gentleman, last nlght when -
_225 members of Congress voted with the" NRA and the ‘Republican
Congresslonal Leadership, under enormous pressure, they dec1ded that
-~their. polltlcal security was more 1mportant thanthe personal.
‘security of the American people. ' They said no to 100,000 police on

* .the street, no to getting guns.and kids off the- street, no to
.'protectlng our police forcés and our citizens agalnst gangs w1th R
- .assault weapons, no to giving our kids some thlngs to 'say yes .to ==

7 as well as .something to say no té -~ no to three strlkes and you're,

'out, and the toughest punlshment laws ever passed by the Unlted
.States Congress. : _ _

- : ' We are. g01ng out now the Cablnet mayors of both - ,
k partles, cltlzens of both. parties all across thls ‘country to. say that -
_this crime bill- cannot die. Congress has an obligatlon to the-
Amerlcan people that goes. way beyond polltlcs .and way, heyond party
vThe Amerlcan people have-said. over and over thlS ig their first '
.. ~concern.  If .we can't meet this concern, there is somethlng badly
‘wrong in- Washlngton.' And wé are going today,_startlng now, to the
' National Association of Pollce Officers Conference to .carry this~ -
battle back. .We are golng to ' fight and’ flght and fight untll we wln a
: thls battle for the Amerlcan people._f- _ _ o _

Thank you very much
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L .7 _MAYOR ﬂENDBLL: ﬁﬁat happanad yesterday 1n .
',jwashington is an Outrage. It's an outrage against the. pécple of

. "Philadelphia; 1t's #h outrage sgainst the people of Minneapolis -~ -

' :and Bt. Paul, and 1t's an outrage aqainst the people of America.

o anore I waa uayor. I lpent 17 Yoarl in law §1~'7- IR
;.enforcemaut nide as 'ah assistant D.A. and eight as the District
Attorney of Phiiadalphia. ‘And for all that time I ' listened to -

" the debate on erime in Washington. And everybedy talked tough
.- about crike; everybody had’ fancy rhetoric and tough talk. -But.

" nobody was willing to put-up one nickel té help uE, to help us in

‘ ._tha street, to help us in the prosecutor 8 oftice, to help thasa',-
'u_policemen do their Job._ ' _

_ "+ ° We have a Preaident who is the £1rst President 1n

_ recant menory who was willing to put his money where his mouth
- wag, who was willing to do something real. to. help America deal
- with its number~-one problem: crime in our streets, crime in our.
_"housas, erime evaryﬂhera. -This President ou@ht to ba commended

I _- “rhig crime bill ouqht to ba pasued - no “ifn'n %3-
,',?gnds? .and "buts.; ; | gl “

L © - Let me. tell you what this criue bill is not about._ék_
:_It is not about partisanship. - On our &tdge today-we have Mayor ' =
. Rudolph Giuliani, the great Mayor of New York, who happens to be

. a Republican. You've heard loud. and clear yesterday from Mayor .

. - Richard Riordan of Loe Angeles, whe happens to heé a napublican...
- ‘Mayors acroas.this country who know what crime does, how.it. eats

away the. fabric of our society and our c¢ities and our towns;

. . mayors understand that this isn‘'t a Republican or Democratic
’1i§§ue. He are unitod The - criue b111 nust bo pasaed. - .

R . And thie is. not about porx.- Doaa anybody think that; o

. 1ncraasing the number of uniformed police officers on the streets . = .

- of America by ovéer 15 percent i pork? . Does anybody- think that -

. building $8 billion worth of new prisons. to hold dangerous y
- eriminals in is pork? ‘Does anybody think programs that’ qive kidar= -

. a chance to be trained for jobs and qet off drugs is porx? S

j ' . well if thav do, they're sadly nistaken, and
thay re playing Ruasian Roulatte with this nation's future. u:

o Bo for all of ug, ror 311 Anoricana, for all of our LT
jcitizens, we. muat dedicate ourselves today to an all--out effort - '
"’ == none of Mg ca until this crime bill, which will put o
. 100,000 new pol¥ e~gtreets of Philadelphia, thousands more -
~_ ‘in towns and cities atross this country =~ until that .crime bill
T V- reality. Police, prisons and prevantion It won't solv-
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_ .r‘all of our probleue with crine, but it will qet ue a lonq way »
ﬂx,down the road. S G BN S

ﬂ_' ’ A Lat's dedicate ourselves today not to juat talk

o about 1t, .but to go out and do it in the next several days. - . . - -
“Let's get this bill pageed -~ for our citizens in Philadelphia, . ~,

_ :for, your ecitizens in Hinneapolis and St Paul, and for all the o

e people of America._ (Applause ) R e

I

T % "t" t"._t-

I mwon qux.zm:- 'I‘nank. you’ very much. : 'rhe nayor of
'l'st. Paul was: oriqinally ‘from Brooklyn. And the borough ‘president R
_of Brooklyn,. who happens to be & Democrat, Mr, ‘president, telle . T
_me that one out of seven people actually came from Brooklyn. . {_._\3;,1

(Laughter ) -It's true, don't you think? Tommy. do ?ou think
R . I've spent a good deal of ny 1i£e in 1aw :

”Lenforcement, ‘fighting crime. I grew up in a family in which I
. had four uncles who were: Ppolice: -officers..: And from the time I ..~ ' .
" wag a. very little boy, they vere my- herces ~- and they continue .j,-l.y'
. to be.my heroes’ beoause ‘they're fighting a battle that, - T '
~_unfortunately, . 15 a very difficult one and getting much- woree.

. -'It's true of big cities like Philadelphia, 1ike New York, like.
. Minneapolis, like Los Angelee, but it's true of all the suhurban
.. -areas in America and it's true of the rural areas in Amerioa —
*:*we have too much crime . STR _

’ T Our people are tellinq us that._ Our people are. y

'worriod about that., They're concernsd about it, and they: have a: .
_ right to be.. And it 'is not a simple problem, It doesn’'t have a-

-7 . single answer to 1it. Yes, we need more police. Thil bill -

. ‘provides more police -= not ‘qust for the big oities but tor all .
- . of the areas of Anerica we need more polioe in all of the araes'ott';

z*of Amerioa._“-‘ SRR g L - . '

R j' . But we also need more jails, and we need more SRS

-priaons And this. bill provides more Jails and more prisons.

- -And we need touqher penalties against crime. . And this bill "

I;i.provides ‘tougher penalties. against, crime.. And we need the death

.- .penalty, and we need it enforoed in a more sensihle way. And

';“-_this bill providea that._f" _ S

SRR SN But we alao need to. provide hope £or the future ud;*'
4.'need young people growing ‘yp with more hope than eone 6f the i '

~ young people who .are.growing up today, £0- that we . aren't R

- constantly fighting what appears to be a losing battle. And this R

- bill also provides monsey and programs’ that trY to help younq RS

: -'people have hope for their future._ o L -

S i nuch more of the money in this bill is prOVided £or
',.cops, for jaila, for prisons and for law enforcemeat. .But .aome
" of it is provided for programg- that are designed to say to6. young
.- ‘people who Aare growing up with no hope that maybe they can.have: a LT
. better future. . We need: to do .that. for them, . but maybe ‘even more . - - .
importantly, we need to do that for. ourgelves if want to, in a o e
. .gensible way, in a dgcent Way and a humano way, provide a better
= £uture for all of us. L',q L S P : - ‘,.\

T SN 8o I thiuk ‘enig. 18 a balanced bill’, Suro, there a:e B
‘Tlthingg in it that. prohabiy someone disagrees with, ‘you can find’
© . to disagree with or I van find to disagree with. And I am sure -
’there are parts of thia the President disagrees with, But it's
. been 'a long time in putting it together.  And it makes the lingle
_biggest step forward in the most sensible’ way, fighting the-
... short-term. and’ 1onp¢erm problemg of crime than any piece of -
.. legislation that wa'Te, likely to get in a very long time. It .
. 'would be a shame 5 we. loet it over procedurll poaxibilities, AR
rulee, ‘over parthﬂnahip e . S
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ﬂ\\'_ This is aomethinq in which just as many Republicnnn
enccretc supported thig., Just ag many Repuhlicens ag - -
enograte should be proud to support it. It's a time in which
Bpublicans and Democrats can come together and work for the good '
.. 9f Dur entire country. ‘We don't get as many opportunities as we :
- %hbuld to do that any longer. This 1g one in which we get the -~ = '
o ortunity to do- it - to etep heyond partisannhip ‘and try to ;
help the country ol . . : o :

P : 80 I am very, very proud to say, not only as the
-‘fﬂnyor of New York City and as someone involved in law - -
- enforcement, but as a nepublicen, that I’ support this bill, I _
“ believe it's necessary end will do everything I cen to help the
President to pass it _ _ L ;

l BN And thenk you very nuch, Mr. President for hevinq .
the courage to carry on - this fiqht.5 God bless you. (APPlauoe.J B

- Lo Since I bogen hy telling you that police o!ticers
" are ny: heroes, X get -the great privilege and the honor to.

-~ introduce & sergeant right here’ in your police’ department,-
" representative to NAPO, a police officer who- has a long. and
. distinquished .career as a police officer, ‘but also a police .
.. officer who goes into the schools end teeches yonnq people abont.
K the dangers of- drugs. o _ S :

' y This is. one of theee proqrams that people call
' Prevention that some people are disturbed about. ‘Thege are . = .
~exactly the kinds of programs that we need fexnctly the kinde of o
.proqreme that we need nore of. . : , _ SO

‘ R And, serqoent GﬂnleYr Will you please °°‘° f“"‘rdfo‘
o because X¢d: 1lke to shake your hand end thanx.ynu verr. vory -
iJ,much tAPplause.) - L - . .
B U SERGEANT GANLEY : Thenk you, everybody.. uy name Ls‘, )
Sergeant Mick Ganley. -I'm the president of the Minnesota Police .

. .- and Peace Officers Association, I'm a 23-year veteran of the

. Minneapolis Police Department, And as Rudy ‘indicated, I'am-
*_currently serving ee a: DARE ofticer with the Hinneepoliﬂ Polica
'Department. , _ _ _ . -

S As a working police officerr I can toll you that I
._repreaent 6,000 copg, working cops in the State of Minuesota. .
- "And we have joined hands with NAPC and represent thousands of -
- ‘officers across the country.: And in Wwashington, D.C., the debate . . -
for years has been whether a crime bill should focus on pro- e

, 'r“punishment or pro-prevention. I can tell you that as a. workinq'

law enforcement profeesional out on the street every dey, we need'
'.the tools to compete in today s world. D S

The criminals are erninq themselvee better end ——
_fbetter daily.- They use the automatic waapons to ply their tredo,z-

" and we need support that is in this- crime bill, 'We! ve ‘been . - o

. working for several years, attempting to- get - conprehensive
‘¢rime. control package passed and enectad 8O thet we can qo o
;forward and make some progress.‘n:. : . U ,

o o ' I know. thet a lot of people talk ebout winninq the L
wer on-erime.. ‘I think that a major pilece of thie ie sometiing .
‘that my grandmother used to tell me when I was a young kid and .

“-Grandma Kirwin told me SO many times, it's kind of in my miBd.

"And that isan ounce of’ prevention is worth a pound of cure,.;I o

" think we always have to Xeep that in mind, that our goal really .~

-+ ...is to keep. these kide out of prieon. But if they grow up to go -

2J'into prinon, then we heve to have the facilitiee to houee them. :

. e It'e unconscioneble for me to think that speciel
-',interest groups can dserail all of the hard work that has been -~
. . done over the years to put together .this package, this positive

: _jlaw enforcenent packaqe.- I cen tell you thet Preaident c1inton-_

HORB
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Jﬁend law enforcement heve been workinq hand in hend to get thie Ce
‘”ﬁuekege together end meke it beoome a reality - e

: L I have never - end I've telked to other enforcementsf-f
%professionels -~ we have never had the support from the White'
. House that we have today.. "And I can tell you as I stand'here . = = .
today that President Bill clinton is one of the hest friende thatﬁ---:‘
law enforcement hee ever: hed (Applauee ) _ -

' s At this time I'd like to. tell you that I anm. trulY
humble it's a great professional honor. and a ‘@istinct pereonel
privilege to preeent to you the President of the United stetes

(Applauee ) L DR R R R . 1-"“.)"H'

SRR THE PRESIDENT Thank you._ Thenk you very much

Berqeant Genley, for your introduotion end for your 1ife of -

g oomnitnent.\_vfl, . . ,_ N T _ \

S N I'm qled to he here eqain with Mayor Sayles Belton j-

ahd.ihyor Coleman in the Twin Cities area, I want.to thank

- genator Wellstone and Congressman Vento for flying home. with me._-.

~And I want to thank conqressmen Vento, along with. Tim Penny, .. 5.

‘pavid Minge, Martin S8abe, Jim Oberstar and -Jim Ramstad for voting . =

for safer-streats and a brighter future 1eet niqht in the united
statee Houee. (Applause 3 I , _ \ R

' : I ‘want to thank Ton 8cott and ‘ny longtine friend,-- _
Boh Scully, and the other members of NAPO =-- Dennis- Flaherty and
gihgrs - for their support !or e11 the elemente of thie erine - ,3

And I'd 1ika to thank especinlly the tuo meyore who
flew here with me. today, one'a Republieen, one a Democrat, both.
former Prosecutors, people who believe in. the promiee of our . S
country and our future, and understand that unless we do "--\7'

something about crime we're never: going to fulfill it, Bd W

Rendell and Rudolph Giuliani represent what this country ought to. -
. be about ‘~- peoPle beloanging to the political party of their ~ . - . -
choice, but-when the time comes putting party aside and putting .-~
“people first. And I thank them, and I wish we. hed nore. 1ike then,{
in the United stetee Congreee.- (Appleuse ) e L |

' A Now, folke, you ell know what happened lest night. ;‘\;:;q
The Houee ‘of Representatives tried to ‘take -thae easy way out; P””
tried to walk away from the crime bill.  Because of organized, - .-
-irtense and highly: politicel Pressure, a- majority walked away == =~ .
- away from the police patrolling our. streets, away from the = . -
children epd the senior citizens afratd to walk on those atreete,”'
".away fron ‘all the hard-working- middle-class Americane who were .
 not orgapized into any group, -but’ who had told us over and: over. -
again’ that crinme isg their- first oonoern, and’ pleaded with us. to
'_ do eomethinq ebout it. .'l IR ‘ . : SR
' v The people o£ Minneapolis know thet tekinq the easy;'
way out is no longer an option.. 'Two years ago next month, . . o
officer: Jerry Haaf was shot in the back in a restaurant by gang
‘members. ' Today his wife, Marilyn,: ‘their two children and their - .
" two. grandchildren and one son-in-law came to be with me and to . ' .
_meet with me. . I'd 1like to ask . then to etand up and be- - . et
reeognized. (Appleuee ) _ o o .«-,H S
L Their hueband, fether, qrendfether qave everythinq s
he’ hed to the Minneapolis police force for 30 years, and he and
o "his family deserve batter ‘than what they . qot !ron the House of
S Repreeentativee leet night. (Appleuse Yo , L .

. ' - L You know, we had e wondertul visit in ther- It ,
: never ocourred to me or to Mayor Giuliani or to Mayor: Rendell or .,
to Congressman Vento or Senator Wellstone, who were in there T

‘-E.g_' vipiting with his family, to. agk -them whether. they were

Republicene or Denoorate or independents. T don't have. a clue.-' B
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aAnd I“donit'oare.- They're entitled to. better than they qot from
the House of Representativee last night. (Applause )

. = _ svery day, the police of thil country, includinq
' ,thoee in this wonderful netional organization who are convening
" here, put on uniforms and badges and walk on streets, into
- probleme, risking their lives:- to serve people. they're gworn to- L
- protect.. They.don't run from their responsibilities. They don't 2
- hide behind tricks. And they don't walk away from their folks. -
: If they did think what would happen to the United Stetes.

: s That's why the walk-away laet night in Conoresa ie _
. 80 disturbing. The first responsibility of government is law and-
_order. - Without that, freedom can:never really be fully.alive. ,
;”Hithout thet, people can never really pureue the Anerican Dream. -

. ' The . police here know' thet. . Mhat's whet their lives
are ell about.- 'Most ordinary Americans; without regard to their -
party, know that deep down.in their bones. Last - niqht we had a.

- vote on: democracy's most fundamental responsihility - end law
end order lost, 210 to 225 o . .

S '  Two hundred and twenty-five menbers of the Congreee -
; participated in a procedural trick orchestrated by-the Netionel
- 'Rifle Association and intensely promoted by the. Republican S
~congressional leadership; a trick designed with ome thing in. R
'mind, to put the protection of partisan and special interests . . .

over the protection of ordinary Americans and still leave what :fj;f_ff_}f

-Mr. 8cotto callaed the Jackie Mason trick -~ “"well, I would have
:voted for it if only it had been there for Be to vote on._ .J-

-,_" It'e the seme old ﬂaahington game, juet etick it to

' ordinary Anericane because. special interests oan keep you in .
‘Congress forever; and special interests can beat because )
‘they’re organized and they have money and they can confuee God-'[
)1fearing, heerd-working, ordinary Americans._. L . '

: . well, goodness knows, I've seen a lot of that in my. -
time, as your President and even before.  But the time has come
for those of you to say that the only way for Congress: to make
‘their seatg eafe 1is to make the rest of America Iafer. y :
'(Applauee ) . . . e
i ' Hhen I ran for thie office, end when I ‘went to .
”gtﬁaehinqton, I had dreams that many said were naive, I Teally
dreamed that we could govern in Washington the way most mayors

. -and governors do; that somehow we would he able to go beyond the

" labels that colored our view of the pasat, beyond Republican and -
Democrat and 1iberel and. coneervetive, and wbether you were for o
"puniehment and prevention in thie ceee._~- R . . :

o o Thoee old left-right deels, they nake grent .

;headlines but ‘they often don't, do anything to solve people'

. ‘problems, .They're great in 30-gecond-ads, throwing those. =

" rhetorical bombs over the wall at your opponent, but they don‘t
Keep any kide alive, or help any families to get’ through the day. -
And we're in a whole new era in which everything in the world. ie~~

" changing, and we cannot efford to be bound by the categorie- of

_the peet.- c \, : _J, _ T . _ . o

L . "The thing I like BO much about this crine bill v -

;.Hayor Giuliani‘s right == if he sat: down- alone and wrote it, it
‘wouldn't be just like it is.  If T sat down’ alons and wrote it,

1t wouldn't be just like it is. “But the thing that's Go good _ﬂ

- ‘about it is that it rejects all those falee choices that the IR

- politice ‘of the past always tries to impoee on ordinary people in -

.- our complicated lives._ It eays no nore felse choices, let'e do -
;what common eenee diotatee ' L . .

: L : And tbe reason’ it does is tbat thie bill was laroely' -
isthe handiuork of people in law enforcement. We never had a bill -
1before that wae endoreed by every najor law enforcement group in

COMoRE L
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S the entire United Stntes. S0 it pute 100 000 police on: the :
i street, -It says three strikes and you're out ic the law of the _
" land,.esnd makes &vailable. more funds for prisona. to -house . eeriouerﬂk
offenders. 'It bans. handgun ownership for juveniles and bans '
‘agpault weapons that gangs and: thuge use to outgun the police.
“But it also protects 650 specifically ‘named hunting and sporting
weapone, something the American people too often ‘are not told.“

S 4 inpoees tougher penaltiee for violent crimee, all
-ﬁr”-right ‘There is a death penalty for x11ling ‘an officer of the R
law in the ‘line 'of duty. But 1t also has the prevention funds in- -
. there., You heard these people in .law enforcement talking about -
.- 1f. It makes my blood boil when I hear people. talking about = .
;. pork.‘ . Because, you 6ee, X have seen the eyes of schoolchildren v
";i[nfter the 'DARE officer hne tnlked to them L L :

o T renenber when the DARE proqran came into ny _ S
,*n-child's elenentary school and how it affected the way she looked A
~.-at-the whole 1issue of druge and her pereonal responsibility, and

R how 1f affected all thoee kide who- never had’ a deddy at hone to -

L hone to eay, thie is the future you cnn have. G s

S o Hho are we trying to kid with all of thie rhetoric?
‘ﬂTalk to people '1ike us, who have been to the:funerals of. police }
officers gunned down in the line of duty, and. I ‘dare you to-find
- one person who knowe anything about thia, Hho 8 not for. tougher L

' puniehment nnd more prevention. (Applause ) S ”

' Just imagine whnt would be happening in Anerice
.-today if Conqress had yesterday voted to take 100,000 police:

"officere off of the street, to put 1% more kinds of ;agsault . \;":r,f°'

~ weapons on the street.  To get rid of prison 8space £or 100, 000
o fcriminale. Well, that's what they did -~ no to 100, 000" police,
., ne to the juvenile ownership of nandgune ban, no to:-the. nsnnult
' -'weapong ban, no to'three gtrikes end you Te out .o, to the
\ -prisons,'no to the prevention. S S S -

Yo . You know, this is the kind of politicel neee.ﬂ.;.
’ECOngreee has been'caught in over this crime bill for six years. .
.- Before X ever showed up under two previous presidents is politics
- everybody talk about crime, nothing ever got done for .six o
_years. The average violent criminal only stays in prison four

.. ‘years. He let a8 whole generation GO by uith nothing getting
- -done.. o : . : . . :
L Nowr last night, we gave the Congreee a chence e ,
s ;chance to put. pecpla nhead of politics,; to go with police. and .
. punishment’ end prevention, and. until last niqht, I really: ‘thoughtt
- .they would. " Until last. night thie crime bill wan a bipertiean '
. ﬁeffort to" the core. i;*- , o .

S 'fﬂ B The first tine the bill came up in the Houee of o
‘ HRepreeentatives, ‘the assault weapont bhan wasn't in'it, but there =

'} . 'was even more -prevention money in it, -and 65 Republicans voted . . -

© for the crime bill lest April with the prevention noney they now R
-fettack in the bill. S o . _ . —

DA ' ”*Qv In May, 38 Republicane voted for the ensault wenponn L

~ ‘bpah with the 650 hupting and sporting weapons protaectad. But = . -

" when the crime bill came back to the House, it had even more = ..

S "police, more prieone,;tougher penaltiee._ And the aceault weapona..;}
'iban they had already edopted ' S R -

ke

: rfbrave Repnhlicane, including Jin Ramstad from Minnesota -~ .~
. {applause) --~ gtood up and Aid the right thing. The rest, .
“including 1% Repuhlicene who. voted for everything in this bill,

Then, instead of 65 Republicans, or’ even 38, only 11ﬁ

o and more than ‘50 wbo voted for the prevention programa they now: N

'Iff“_attack, walked away and .turned it imto ‘& Plrtlﬂﬂn 15’“"."."
L R Yeg, tney were joined in votinq no. by some:

-Denocrats, a handful of whcm were, on. grounds of conscience, ' '

;_oppoeed to the daath penaltv. moet of whon came fron plncen like _

. . . . v . ' : \“\‘ i
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ny. h;m&. They come fron small-town, zural Amar;ca where huntinq
. 'is important, where .the ¢rime rates tend to be lower, where the - .
NRA 18 very succeasful, it'se acaring people with misinfcrmation

AP But you know somathing o= there were a lot of
: Democrats who voted against the aasault: weapons ‘ban. who came back
and voted for the crime bill last night. There were some S
. Democrats .who .were deeply opposed to capital’ ‘punishment, ang they
* still voted for the crime bill last night because they Put ‘the -
.safety of the people oi thisg country first ' o _ '

' -f we need more Democrats, and we need more napublicans
ro follow the lead of those 11 brave Republicans and the '

Jﬂ ‘Democrats who put aside their differences. with certain spacific” : '3k  -

* provigsions to put the American people first... That is what we
.+ must have -- more people like that. - Peéople who believe in you
and your fiiture and will not take the easy way out. The walk- . :
away crowd bas. got to change. (Applause )a, ..»h,. ,' IR

B o You know that woe didn't qet ybu a crime b111
" yesterday. But wa're goling to get you.a crime b111._ ‘We - are
..going to get you a. crime b111._ (App’auso.}_- S o

' ' To all the police officers in- thil country who walk
"out there for ug. every day .-~ Washington cannot walk away from -
you. And all the ordinary Americans who are just out there .

. watching this unfold, hesaring all the rhetorical wars back and
forth, whko know there's no American aggociation for ordinary

- citizens up there walkinq the halls of CanreS| ‘-— we Te not -
,goinq to walk away fron you either. ' oL :

S ]f' _ . Yes, it. was a defeat yesterday, and 1 felt terrible

-'.about it.. But this morning I woke up feeling good becducs that's

- a vote I'd much rather be on the losing side.of ‘than the winning

' 8lde. " I am glad I will never have to explain tc.ry wife, my

-“v'daughter, Ry grandchildran and the people who sent me to LT

- washington why I digd. sonething like what was dono to the American.n,u
;,people yesterday.- : . . o _ L

Lo Ve Let us. turn 1t around and put the people of this
)'country first. _ T ] N .
Thank you and God blesa you all.. (Applause ) _
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. THE WHITE HOUSE

Offlce of the Press Secretary

For Immedlate Release ” ’._,“ L . _'5_ T August 12 1994 '

T _f“ . '_' REMARKS BY THE VICE PRESIDENT
T IN SWEARING-IN CEREMONY OF . o
: SUPREME COURT. JUSTICE STEPHEN G\ BREYER'Q;“,~

The East Room

-

‘73:40'P.M}_EST. .J?';__‘J* 'lfgyfxi 'nl.f L '.;~fl..-?

o THE VICE PRESIDENT' Thank you. Thank you very much
e To the Flrst Lady, 'I'd like to give-my thanks. .The President asked'_
~ me, ‘since he cannot say'what he wanted to say on this occasion --
‘which is so important for our: country ~< to express some of the
sentlments that he would have otherwlse expressed 1n person : I

’ However, we“re g01ng to, flrst of all have the maln _
event the swearlng-ln. Immedlately after the oath of -office, the
. new justlce will make remarks and at the conclu51on~of his remarks .
oo will express some sentlments on behalf of the Presldent and our
' country and myself.- : S : :

.l

'\

S s i But flrst of all, let me ask Justlce Scalla and Judge

. and Mrs. Breyer to come forward - . :

g | '-(Justloe Breyer ls sworn ln ) .f.?s”?_[j“"f fijtfjj,ﬁ‘fr

S - JUSTICE BREYER. Thank you, Mr. Vlce Pre51dent., Justlcei
-Scalia,. thank you. . Mrs. Cllnton, thank you. .And- really,'each and
every one of you, thank you very, very much lndeed._ '

I'm very grateful to Pres;dent Cllnton for appoantlng me :

to a posrtlon of ‘such great reésponsibility. 1I. appreolate the. - :

.~ personal’ time and -attention that the President gave to the selectlon
process,” as well as the able work of the White House staff. ‘And I am -

.. also .very grateful, too, ‘to the Senate Judiciary Commlttee, and - -
especially its chalrman, ‘Senator ‘Biden; its ranking, Republlcan,; R ;

" Senator Hatch; ‘and, of course,. partlcularly, to the member. and former‘
chalrman of that: committee whose -support has meant so ‘much to- me over
“the -years and- from whom I have: 1earned so ‘much, - Senator Kennedy,.who.'
1s probably the newest grandfather ln tth room. (Applause ) o

o As you know, I've had great respeot for the Senate.ﬁ*'
Judlolary Committee for years, ever since I- was a.youhg. staff’ lawyer
== I hate to tell you, almost-two decades ago is. when I first:
started. And that’ committee has a proud hlstory, a oentral role in .
preserv1ng our democracy. and defending the rule of law. '-I thank the -
committeé and -the full Senate for their dec1s1on to conflrm me,'and'Iw.
Wlll de my vVery best as a member of the Supreme Court to justlfy the' .
oonfldence that President cllnton and the Senate have placed 1n me

S : My thoughts today are really very: muoh ‘with' my famlly,? -
whose support and ‘help have meant so much' to me. Joanna and Chloe
~and ‘Nell and’ Michael have made all the dlfference in so many things
in my life. .I have to say not the least durlng the: 22 and a half
- hours ‘that they sat behlnd me durlng the conflrmatlon prooess.‘
. -
: . I.also want to, thank really, the many, many,. many SRR
_ frlends -~ many of whom. are here today - who have-worked with me and
' helped me SO - generously over the years._ They 1nclude frlends from

- . -t

*_MORE
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abroad from San Franc1sco, where I was born, as well as. from

Massachusetts, my home, whose ‘own, long h1story demonstrates how laws
“'-,—— those wise restraints -- havé made us free. 'I'm really mindful,
.too, of the extraordinary example set for me by the féur great -

* justiceés: who have recently retired from the Supreme ‘Court: Justlce-ﬁ
-~Marshall,. Justlce Brennan, ‘Justice White; and I see Chief Justice )

Justlce Blackmun.ﬁj_

-

- Burger.". "And, of course, I also mentlon my lmmedlate predecessor,

[ —_—

nol

Thelr magnlflcent careers, all of them, reflect the very

‘best of the Supreme Court's great history and ‘tradition, and

- demonstrate the: awesome responslblllty ‘that. is be1ng placed on- me._~
That.responsibility is different, but in a very real sense it's
‘similar to the respon51b111ty that is shared by everyone -- almost

everyone -~ T .think’ perhaps everyone

I have .ever met -who works in the

law. I. mean, ‘every :-judge's partlcular obligation' is. to deal falrly
and thoroughly with the legal. problems of the ihdividual partles '

before the court, whether ‘they’ are poor or rlch or, helpless or..

DS powerful mlnorlty or majorlty

- stlll be open.

- Lo To me, I thlnk the most
is that a court is not a bureaucracy
" Court focuses and .the ‘judge focus on
‘individuals is so, 1mportant I thlnk

s

slgnlflcant thlng about a court
and a. judge-is not a bureaucrat..
individuals, and a -focus on
indispensable, 'in: today's . world.’

8o that: when’ every other door 1s closed the door of the court wlll oo

I th1nk too, observers “whe are in thls country are'\

'*-sometlmes amazed by the willingness of Americans to ‘ask courts: to T
.decide matters of law that really sometlmes\lnvolve the most - -
contentlous issues ‘you can think of ‘in this society." ‘WHow-.can’ courts
do that?" a lot ‘of these. forelgn observers wonder., - Courts, of '

course, divide on:those matters. But. the division within the court ,:5: |

'h so often reflects ‘how 'difficult 1t is to decide such matters as
judges ‘of perfectly godd faith seek to’ flnd ways 'for. this dlverse ,
‘nation's dlverse peoples to live together, harmonlously, under a . . .

- single law. And, really, the reason
the publlc trusts the courts. 3 :

.o

have to say I Wlll I promlse to, do

that that's po551ble 1s because-'

v

Lo

Well that brlngs me: o ne” and: the new offlce..'And'I

all T can to preserve. and: to’

- enhance -that: trust.  For ‘it is thé very: foundatlon of the rule of.

: law. .'I want to add that 1awyers, of,

course work w1th1n the law in .

many different. posltlons, many .different ways. ‘But whatever posltlon:
we' find’ ourselves in,” our responslblllty, ‘all-of us, 'is the" same._.q
It's to take that vast array of Constltutlon, 1aws of our. country,

S llVES they touch and whom the law is

. and make them somehow work 'better for the 250 million Amerlcans whoseff

1ntended to serve.‘

- - 50 what do I thlnk’ I thlnk as. all of you thlnk that
the rule of 1aw is ‘the crown jewel of our democracy, and. I pledge and

So thank you very, very

o THE VICE PRESIDENT.- Mr.-
- remarks. Dr. Joanna Breyer, to members of your famlly,.Chloe and-

- promise the oath that I've taken: to’ preserve, to protect and to,‘
defend 1t to the best of my ablllty ' S . :

much (Applause )

Justlce,_those were: wonderful S

Nell and Michael -and other members of your family here, to Mr. -,
_Justice Scalia and- to. Mr.- Justlce Kennedy I acknowledged the, Flrst
Lady earller and will- say. another word 'in a moment. Mr,,former Chlef
Justlce Warren Burger and former Justlce Brennan..-ﬁ' Co

It is an approprlate slgn cf the importance thls

' admlnlstratlon and our whole country

plaoes on . this tran51tlon that

v1rtually the entire Cabinet is present, ‘and we ‘are.- very honored . that -
- . they are. . And forglve me - .for not acknonledglng each of you. . ..
-fi 1nd1V1dually, but it is a mark of respect for you as an 1nd1v1dua1

MOR"E i
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slr,-and of course, to''the court. and it is also‘approprlate:that‘

we have such distinguished representation’ from the Congress in the .

'person of .Speaker Foley and Chairman Grandpa Kennedy:and Senator

‘Hatch, Senator Biden, Senator Thurmond._ Also from the House side -
Chalrman Brooks,_Congresswoman Schroeder, Senators Leahy and Heflln,

E DeConcini and Specter, Senator Slmon, Senator Cohen, Senator

.Pressler.;__;. L {

-

And dlstlngulshed guests, let me say by way of

-expre551ng ‘again-the President's regret that he could not be. here -

with us today. I would" like to say.there are very few things: that'

‘would have caused. him to miss this céremony.- ‘He is so proud of you,

“;Justlce Breyer, and -the contribution that he knows you- will make on
_ the Supreme Court to the cause of justlce 1n Amerlca

£ R
The Pre51dent feels so strongly about the |

'clrcumstances in whlch our country finds’ 1tself, .and ‘having - traveled.

around the country with him for.'a-long t1me in 1992,_I know why -he :

. feels so-strongly. and why he wants,-on behalf of our whole country,_lr
" to find a way. for, the nation to respond. to the ‘problem. of vlolent e
'crlme much more effectlvely than we have 1n the past. :

-

I don't want to sound a 51ngle partlsan note here today

: It would be most: 1nappropr1ate._ I do feel very strongly that we must
. find a way in America to move beyond partisanship in respondlng to '
,~'violent. crime, and that 100,000 extra ‘police officers and.a =

- stiffening of the criminal - justlce system and-an effort to.give -

children who might otherwise take the wrong path an opportunlty to

;,say yes to po51t1ve alternatlves, is an: approach that we. hope can ,,,f
_ attract a blpartlsan support to make it law._ . " -

[

Now, I was’ thlnklng about thls occaslon and talklng:

o w1th Justlce Brennan,_who is such a close friend of. my parents, ‘and ¢
-~ recalling .the times when in an apartment my parents have had next to:
. "the Supreme Court for many years, looking out .and seelng the long S
- lines of people llnlng up oh First Street, many of whom have never __T"

been toc a court in their entire lives, some of .whom are from foreign

o countrles, but all of whom have heard that “4n the United:States of o
America any person may sit in theé Supreme. Court as the nine Justlces
_ qQuestion the: merits of a case before them. - And whenever I have

passed by those lines I have been struck by just how open our.'

.'jud1c1al system 15","' o SR o ,_- .

- Thls October the vlsltors who have walted out51de

will see a new face, .'the man who was just sworn in by Justlce Scalla', :
- and who just 'spoke ‘to us with such eloquence and force. The standard. -

we must use to choose all of our Judges, and espec1ally ‘a Justice of

‘the Supreme Court, is a Very simple .one. - Above all, :that- person must:

have a record of d1st1nct1on and. brilliance. in the law, a vision of

America as a-nation of law, -and an unswerving commitment to the.

jConstltutlon and all the ‘freedoms it affords. These are standards of K

excellencé and they alone should gulde the choices. we make where our

;jud1c1ary -is concerned. - No | one meets these standards. of excellence ~

better than Justice Breyer and I. am honored to have jolned w1th the

2 Flrst Lady in partlclpatlng ln hls swearlng-ln today -”,v,

The dlstlngu1shed hlstory of the seat on the court that

_he- 1s taklng has reminded us that the tradition of excellence has:

=helped to sustain our.republic ‘for more than two centuriés. Many of

_'Kennedy. _ o . o

. our most influential- justlces have held this- partlcular seat, _
.1nclud1ng stephen Breyer's judicial hero, Oliver Wendall Holmes, and

the great jurist from the 19th century, Joseph Storey. - Both,
1nc1dentally, were also from Massachusetts,\Senator Kerry and Senator

PN

Slnce then, other glants have occupled this. seat. |

-fBenjamln Cardozo, Felix Frankfurter, and Justice Breyer's own'

“jud1c1al mentor,'and the man for whom he clerked Arthur Goldberg

L _3Moi2E R

L

1
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Most recently, of course Justlce Harry Blackmun, whose pa551on for
justice left his nation a-‘more falr and humane place, served with
such dlstlnctlon 1n thlS seat.

S Stephen Breyer w111 conform to th1s tradltlon in
every way Hls sheer . excellence, 'his’ ‘unmatched understanding -of the

law, and hlS genius for bulldlng consensus have credted a remarkable
. record. 'His achlevements as a jurlst ‘a scholar, a teacher, and a
publlc ‘servant "have been magnificent.. His nearly unanlmous
‘confirmation: by’ the United States Senate and the strohg: b1partlsan

- support he has drawn demonstrate the respect hlS abllltles have
generated._ w e e . s T - - o

' He. began hlS career as- a clerk for Justlce Goldberg 30

years ‘ago .this year. . He learned how laws atre written and how they
‘affect péople as spec1al counsel, and later chief counsel,: to.the
Judiciary Commlttee of the Unlted States Senate. -As a: charter\member
of the U.5. Sentencing Commission,- he. helped create for our natlon a
more ratlonal system for sentenc1ng crlmlnals.

In 14 years on the COurt of Appeals hls powerful and
persuaslve declslons on almost’ every 51gn1f1cant issue of.our time
., ‘have made ‘him an unquestloned leader of the judlclary _And he has
" been.a professor of law for nearly 25 years, helping® young mlnds
grasp the complex1ty and the humanlty of the law.

It is. obvlous that through 1t all he has enjoyed the
love and support. of a .very .close and talented famlly .Dr, Breyer,;. '
Joanna, his wife, :a clinical psychologlst who helps ease the pain of
‘children underg01ng ‘treatment- for cancer, has -been such -a major part
. ,of his success/ along w1th hls wonderful chlldren who I acknowledged
.a moment ago.. o _— A g g

Justlce Breyer has already g1ven much but h1s greatest
| challenges lie ahead. ' The court .he jeins will. no doubt face
' questions of great dlfflculty and- consequence. We will all need" hlS
wisdom to help shape Amerlca 8 future 1nto the next century and
beyond
In hlS endeavors, however, he need only look for
d1rectlon to those prlnc1ples that he has trusted to quide: h1m hls
rentire llfe., that we must listen to each other, that we must search
for .consensus'- by building brldges ‘whére others . havée built: barriers,
and that we’ ‘€an best sustain our democracy ‘and the values we share by
honorlng 1n every way the rule of law. .
Justlce Breyer has been selected to joln the ranks of
great legal mlnds in a great dec151on-mak1ng process, ‘He will be’
part of that process, we: trust for ‘many: years and part of an
_intellectual. journey that complements the journey undertaken by the
Presldent today.
It is one’ that w111 help Amerlcans reallze our dreams of
justlce under the” law. All Amerlcans, wnether those in law llbrarles
scrutlnlzlng Justlce Brever's opinions, or- pOllCE offlcers ‘guided by .
" those opinions as they keep our communit'ies. safe,.or simply" those . 7' ./
‘c¢itizens-lining up early ln the mornlng out51de the marble steps on
Flrst Street.

Ladles and gentlemen, you are lnvlted to ]oln Justlce
Breyer and his. famlly and his colleagues in the dlnlng room for a
v receptlon. Thank you very much (Applause Y

’

END S C 4:00 p.m.
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August 12, 1994. . (%

: The Hon. Bob.Dole . ' S _ o

.The Hon. Newt Gingrich - B R
“The Hon. Strom Thurmond .- . SO R

The Hon. Alan Simpson

The Hon. Orrin.Hatch:

J.'The Hon. Bill. HcCollun

Congress of the United: ‘States. -
--Washlngton, D C.g 20515 ’

Dear Senators and Congressmen‘ R 'f,n'_zﬁ ﬁ'f : o

_ I am respondlng on. behalf of ‘the Pre51dent who recelved your
letter on the crime bill moments before he” spoke to the Natlonal
_Association .of Police Organlzatlons in Hlnneapolls this. -

- afternoon, NAPO is one of several police and law enforcement

g organlzatlons supportlng the President's crlme b111.- ',_

Pre51dent Cllnton said in Mlnneapolls that flghtlng crime 13
.ne1ther a‘Republican nor bDemocratic issue, it is 'a matter of

"government fulfilling its first responsibility to provide for the

"security of ‘all of its citizens. He shares your belief that _
. congress should’ immediately pass a strong, -bipartisan measure -
_almed at fightlng the menace of crlme 1n our country._w '

- Such a b1part15an plan 13 before you - 1t is crime ' ‘
leglslatlon that was adopted by the Senate last November with the '
.support.of 42 Republicans and ‘53 Democrats. Slmllar 1eglslatlon -
‘was adopted in-the House of- Representatlves in April 1994 with.

- the support of 65 Republlcans and 219 Democrats. Ten Republican
. Senators and 38 Republican House. Members' also. supported the ban .
'1on assault weapons contalned 1n thls blpartisan plan. e

: What dlsappolnted me, and what dxsappolnted tha President,
. is that the very Splrlt of blpartlsanshlp you wrote about today
‘was. torn asunder in' the House when fifty~five of: -your Members who

* voted for a similar bill in April voted to deprive the American

wi,people of a vote on thls 51gn1f1cant antl—crlme 1egaslation.:

The b111 rejected last nlght gave the Amerlcan people what
they had been promised for six: long years —- more police, more .
‘prisons, more opportunity for young people to resist the lure of’
‘the streets, and fewer guns. Now is the time for the- Congress to'

. deliver on that promise, without delays, without partisanship,

" and. without interference from the NRA or other organized special .
interests. - Now 15 the tlme for deeds to speak as loudly as '
‘words, : S - : .

;
: A
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At thlS tlme, the PreSLdent urges ‘you. to work dlrectly wlth
the Leadershlp ‘of the House and. Senate to determine how.you can’
enact the crime bill as socon as. p0551ble. The President has’
directed me to cooperate with all Members. of the Congress who: ‘are
willing to expedlte this important. leglslatlon. The .citizens: of
our country, and the pollce who protect ‘them, deserve and demand

its passage. For them, ‘we .can do no less. N

.\ | A

- L R -Slncerely,—

\ : Leon Panetta . r
- .- ‘Chief:of  Staff : :
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THE WHITE HOUSE

: Off'ce of the Press Secretal')’ :

.For Immedlate Release _ o . ’_'" ' o August12,1994\'

" PRESIDENT CL]INTON NAMES. ASSISTANT DIRECTOR ¥OR MULTILATERAT. .-

I. ‘ AFFAIRS BUREAU FOR THE U.S. ARMS CONTROL AND DISARMAMENT AGENCY )

Presndent Clmton today announced ‘his. 1ntentlon to nommate Dr Lon Esposnto Murray as
' ‘."Asmstant Director - for. the - Mulnlateral Affalrs Bureau for- the * US Arms Control and
' Dlsarrnament Agency (ACDA) : o N -

Dr. Murray is currently D1rector of Ru551an Analysns at the Internatlonal Repubhcan Insntute JRIREX

| where ‘she drrects strategic plarining and evaluation of democracy ‘programs for Russia and thé

" Newly Independent States funded by. the Agency for International Development Prior to this,

- she served as Senior Leglslatwe Assistant for Senator Nancy Landon Kassebaum (R-KS) Dr.
_Murray pursued her Doctoral * Research ‘on. arms control ds part of the Vlsmng Scholars

- Program at The Brookings Insntutlon She also was - Professnonal Assocnate Committee on

* International Secunty and Arms Control at the National Academy of Sciences, an Analyst on the

Strateglc Affairs Staff at the U.S. Arms Control and Disarmament Agency, and a reporter, .. °

covenng Congress and the State Department for Defense and Forelgn Affzurs Pubhcanons .

Dr Murray graduated cum laude from Yale Umvermty w1th aB. A in 197‘7 a Masters of .

' _Intemanonal Affalrs in 1981 from John Hopkins School .of, Advanced Intematlonal Studles and . )

C ~a Ph. D. from John Hopkms School of Advanced Internatlonal Studles 1990 S



THE WHITE HOUSE

Ot'ﬁce of the Press Secretary

o '.For Immedrate Release R g R - August 12 1994. =

PRESIDENT NAMES THREE FEDERAL JUDGES

. Presndent Chnton today nomlnated three mdnndua.ls to serve on the Umted o
*"States District. Court: David A. Katz for the Northern District of Ohio; and Robert J - .
~Cindrich and Sea.n J McLaughlm for the Western’ Dlstrlct of Pennsylvama ' _

. "These nommees wﬂ] bnng exceptlonal Iegal talent to. the federal bench d the -
: Pre51dent saJd “I know they w111 serve our country wlth dlsnncnon -

. Dav:d A, Katz 60 has been a partner \mt.h the Toledo ﬁn'n of Spengler
’ Nathanson since 1963 Katz has served as: Presndent and Trustee of the Toledo Bar -
‘Assocnanon Foundanon and Chairman of the Lawyers' Roundtable of Toledo, a

| cooperative venture between the Toledo Bar Association and ‘the Toledo College of

Law to provxde scholarshlps to- mmonty law students. Katz received his B.S. and 1. D. .
.degrees from the Ohio State Umvers;ty He and h:s wlfe Joan Katz, have three grown S
' chlldren ‘and lwe in Toledo Ohlo : S - o

Robert J Cmdnch 50 has been in pnvate pracnce since 1981 most recently 'j. '
: _& a foundmg partner of the Plttsburgh law firm of Cindrich & Titus. From 1978 to .
1981, Cindrich served as U.S. Attomey for the Western District of Pennsylvama from

o 1970 to 1972, he:served as’ Assxstant District Attomey for-Allegheny Counry "He also ™
.- wasa Iaw clerk to Judge Ruggero Aldlsert of the U. S. Couirt of Appeals for the Thrrd'_ T
* i Circuit.” Cindrich earned an A.B.degree- from Wlttenberg Unwersxty and.a ID. degree

_from the Umversny of Pittsburgh School of Law. . He a.nd hls wlfe Bonme Cmdnch

L have three chlldren and hve in Pmsburgh

S Sean I McLaughlm 39, is a partner wlth the Ene Iawr ﬁrm of Knox .
. McLaughIm Gomall & Sennett, P.C., where he has practiced since 1981" Prevmusly, R
McLaughlin served as a ]aw clerk to Judges William Knox, Gerald Weber and

+ Maurice Cohill of the U.S. District Court for the Western. District of Pennsylvama

"McLaughlm eamed both an A.B. degree from Georgetown Unwer51ry and-a I.D.
- degree from Georgetown Umversxty Law Center. - McLaughlln and his wlfe Ann
" Phalon McLaughlm have one chlld and llve in Ene ' S

[P
-
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THE WHITE HOUSE

b T

Ofﬁee of the Press Secretary

i For Immedlate Release _- ' c o . August 12 1994

PRESIDENT CL]NTON NAMES ROBERT EDWARD SERVICE AS AMBASSADOR
: TO THE REPUBLIC OF PARAGUAY o

L Pre51dent Clmton today amlounced hlS mtennon to nommate Robert Edwa.rd Semce
_.-'_of Callforma as Ambassador to the. Republlc of Pa.raguay ' S ,

.\-
N

Mr Semce a career member of the senior forelgn semce has served overseas m "
Nlca.ra.gua., Brazl, Mexico, Chile, Spain -and Argentma, most recently in Brasilia as Deputy -
~-Chief of Mission.- In 1993 he headed the State Departments 'remventmg govemmem" team .. )
- under: the Nauonal Perfon-na.nce Review." . . . | , e : - -

S Mr Service was- bom m Chma in 1937 He recelved a B A from Oberlm College a.nd
an M P. A. from Pnncaton He a.lso attended Stanford Umversnty and. the Natlonal War - -
College. Mr. Service is mamed to Ka.rol Christine Service of Oakland; CA, an economist who o
v graduated from the Umversny ‘of Berkeley and worked for the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

.~ They have two grown chlld:en Jennifer ‘and John Mr Semce speaks Spa.nlsh a.nd o

' Porruguese o . : . - . .

. -30-30-30- .


http:College.Mi

" THE WHITEHOUSE

" Office of the Press Secretary - - .

For Immediate Release * . .. August12,1994
" STATEMENT BY THE PRESS SECRETARY -

Today. the Depanmems of State and Defense, the Cem:ral Intelhgence Agency and the -
. Natlonal Security Council are delivering to the office of Represematwe Benjamm Gilman over-

- 3723 unclassified or ‘declassified documents-related to-U.S. policy toward El Salvador from® -

©1979-1991. Courtesy sets of documents are being prov;ded to the Chairmen of the House .
. Forelgn Affalrs Committee and the Senaté Fore1gn Relanons Committee. The agencies have’ also
made arrangemems to-enable appropnately cleared Congressxonal staff to review certam material

- which remains classified. The Department of Justice will similarly be delivering documents in ns _

- | possess:on as soon as its. declassnﬁcanon and review process has been completed

_ These actions fulﬁli a commnment PreSIdem Clmton made in January in response o
requests by Represemanves Ben_l,amm Gilman and Christopher Smith. At that iime, he directed
the Administration o review- its documentary holdmgs with the aim.of dec]a551fy1ng and releasmo '
as many documents responsive to the areas of interest as possxble con51stent wnh natronal

"secumy, statutory and related consrderauons A : :



.7 Office of the Press Secretary - -

" For Immediate Release .. T | S0 August 12, 1994 .

o

PRESIDENT NAMES TORKELSON DEPUTY ASSISTANT FOR MANAGEMENT AND "
' . : ADMINISTRATION ' LT e

The Presndent today named Jodie R Torkelson as. Deputy Ass1sta.nt to the Premdent

‘ o for Management and Admmlstmtmn effectwe September 1

_ Torkelson 36 is currently Assoc1ate Dxre-ctor for Admxmstranon at the Ofﬁce of
T Management and Budget. She previously served as Director of Administration at the'
- Commitfee on the Budget in the U. S House of Representanves and as Admnmstraﬂve .y
Assnstant to Rep Leon E. Pa.netta : e

As Deputy Assxsta.nt to the Pre51dent for Managemem a.nd Admmlstratlon 'I‘orkelson B
will direct the management and- admln:stmwe functions of the Executive.Office of the

Pres1dent (EOP) “She will oversec the White House Office .of Admlmstrauon the White -

- House budget, the M111tary‘(_)fﬁc_:_e and other administrative offices in the White House and ‘

'I‘orkelson recelved her B, A degrec from Moorhead State Unwer51ty A natwe of
\Mlnnesota she re51des m Vlrgmla : o : :

B



JODIE R., TORKELSON.

f-pnopassrounL EXPERIENCE_[:

. January 1993 -
present '

'7Januaryvl989”¥’f?
January 1993

- 'March'1988 -
zJanuary-1989 .

".Director of Administration, Commlttee on the .:
-Budget, U S. House of Representatlves :

‘2701 Park Center Drlve, #éléld

ﬁgAlexandrla, Virginia 22302
i :{202) 395 3060 ~ office

f Assoc1ate Dlrector for Admlnlstratlon, Office of .
' Management and Budget _ T

Admlnlster a. 556 mllllon federal agency w1th overf
540 employees
Responsrble for. development ‘and 1mplementatlon ofq

agency s 'reinvention ‘effort - OMB2000 - resulting. -

in.increased lntegratron of the management and
budget functions of ‘the "agency.

" 'Developed new agency: pollc1es on’ Alternatlve Hork'
- Schedules and Compensatory Time -

-As a result’'of agency:downsizing, analyzed space
__needs and vacated entire floor of offlce building,
'_sav1ng over 5800 000 per year Ll -

1

Responsrble for admlnlstratlon of the Commlttee

-including - budget development, travel payroll and
. personnel -

Developed and admlnlstered leave,.travel offlce

hours, .and pay policies
- Coordinated.all foll commlttee and task force
‘hearings

Responsrble'for commlttee records management and

~publications office R
.Networked committee’s computer system dur1ng three

year 1nformatlon technology upgrade

S,

ffAdmlnlstratlve Assrstant, Rep. Leon E Panetta,

AD=CA)

overall” respon51b111ty for offlce 1nclud1ng

supervision of leglslatlve and support staff,-
“management of of fice budget, ‘and- coordination of-
.activities between the Hashlngton and dlStrlCt

offlces

—



”ﬁNovember 1986

. Tl o ’ . ! [

" November 1986 -~
,“gMarch 1988 s

R -

Acting Executive Director, ‘Life Underwriters for . .

~Lutheran Charities- and Assistant to the Dlrector, L
' Amerlcan Lutheran Church Foundatlon R

'1Respon51ble for flscal management of both non-;'

profit operations, as well as- staff 'supervision

.“.and project coordination. ' Set ‘up.mew office.
"~ .’including space rental equ1pment purchases, and -

vJanuary 1981 —f_

staff hlres. | o Tl e

i 1

_.f Offlce Hanager; Rep Leon E Panetta (D4CA%

fu

'”A551sted in management of offlce budget and

."'. L St
. May 1980 -
u;January 1981.'3.

:-staff superv151on. e T S e

oL

-Staff A551stant, Rep Rlchard M Nolan (D MN)

B Researched and drafted- leglslatlve responses to

‘constituent inguiries. Respon51ble for front

= offlce Operatlons.__ E : N o
| “"'-_EDUCATION | .,
ﬁf&ﬂB A., MOOrhead State Unlver51ty; Polltlcal Sc;ence,_lggofjgl.a}
:PERSQNBL‘M' ‘ . .
. éirﬁhdate=:fMay‘l3,31958: =
?-‘- .. . :.t ! .
: ‘ ;
R i
’ ; Y
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“'THEiwﬁrTE HOUSE N

'*, o -1V_{ Offlce of the Press secretary ﬁ_' ,;5_‘ A

'-¥ For Immedlate Release 'f”_--‘_= = f; August 1T, 1994 -
o REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT T SR
IN ANNOUNCEMENT OF WHITE HOUSE COUNSEL .~ '~ = = . =

i
-~

_— j{ The Rose'cardén:m_f'"

' .4&00,P,M,-EDE;-
- , ‘THE PRESIDENT‘ Good afternoon._ I am dellghted ‘to
“announce that Chief Judge’ Abnér Mikva of the: U.S. Court of Appeals of :
. - the Dlstrlct of Columbla w111 become the new Whlte House Counsel
effectlve October lst L. \ : . :
: : I am very pleased to have .a man. of Judge Mlkva s )
'rstature; 1ntegr1ty, ‘judgment -and experlence join us in our efforts,
‘He's had a long and distinguished ‘career in'public service and’ he
[ will make a vital contribution to the operations of this White House. -
*A World War II.veteran, and. a member' of 'the IllanlS leglslature for-
10 years, Judge ‘Mikva was ‘elected to the Congress in 1968, He served
. with distinction on‘the House! Judiciary and Ways and Means . .
. Committees, and built a reputatlon as a remarkably thoughtful falr,,
and progressive pub11c servant. . 3 : S

! . iIn 1979 Judge Mlkva went to the Federal Bench on the _
h1gh1y regarded Court of Appéals here in- Washlngton, where he has '
~ served as¥Chief Judge for the last two years. .During the time that

“he served 'on this court, hets come to be regarded justlflably, as .
'one of our natlon = leadlng jurlsts.;- ' - T

" With his new post Judge Mlkva wlll have served hlsﬂ”‘r
country now in all three. branches of our national. government.-_Il_

_Q expect that his broad experlence, his deep understanding of our

country, our. pecple. and “our. institutions: wlll make hlm an, extremely
valuable member of the Whlte House team.' R . -

o He is a man of great decency who loves his country very A
much And 'I am very grateful that he's willing. to give . up his
lifetime app01ntment to the Federal Bench to serve the Whlte House as.;
Counsel . : : . :

e The Whlte House Counsel adv1ses the Presldent on matters}
of law and Jjustice, ranging from the appointment of judges. to the'

- application of law throughout our: society.  He must ensure that the.
- White House meets the hlghest standards of etthS and trust. ‘Judge. -
Mikva,-a man of uncompromlslng lntegrlty and judgment, 1s the rlght

person for this. 3ob e

- L Let me also say a speclal ‘word about the man whom Judge
Mlkva wlll replace. - Lloyd Cutler came to the White House five months
ago for the second time in his dlstlngulshed career. to serve for a -
Timited, time as. my Special Counsel. -.Once agaln, “he has served his -
natlon magnlflcently Mr. Cutler is a wise counselor, and I and.all
of us‘'have benefltted 1mmense1y from his contributions here at’ the )
Whlte House. 'I thank him for all he has done herey, and I loock .
forward to hls contlnulng good adv1ce in the years to come. '

' It's a measure of the serlousness wlth whlch we v1ew {

“this offlce that we have, turned to Abner Mikva as Lloyd Cutler's: .

successor.. And S0 I. want to say to Judge Mlkva,_welcome to the Whlte

House. . . : o -

' MORE



W
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T Before I call Judge Mlkva up,lI'd llke to make a spec1al
note of the debate 'now underway in the- House of- Representatlves on'
the cr1me bill: : AS you know, this has been very hard fought. - And .
‘there are many.- 1nterest groups arguing that- the. members of Congress
should vote- agalnst the 'so-called rule to keep the crime bill.to
coming ‘to a‘'vote in the first place so that they can. klll the crlme -

;7 blll w1thout gettlng credlt for kllllng the crlme blll

The choice is Stlll the _same: Are we. golng to put I ,
another 100,000 police officers. on the street? Are we. going- to ban_

assault’ weapons" Are we going to-ban- ownershlp of handguns by
. minors? 'Are we going tc make our schools safer?: Are we g01ng to-
" give our young people somethlng to say yes to, even as we. make

punlshment stlffer and bUlld more. prlsons°

The average vlolent crlmlnal goes free in” four years.-.

| ThlS crlme 'b1i11l has been taklng shape. and has been up. to. the gate and":””

thwarted for six years " There is 'something wrong with our natiénal .
_institutions when we can't 46 that. . AnG I want to. urge the House to
pass the rule and the blll, and do 1t tcday L :

Judge Mlkva, the mlcrophone 1s yours.- (hpplause.)
o “f JUDEE MIKVA: Thank you very’ much, Mr._Pre51dent: I am.
deeply honored by this appOLntment., I have a .great admiration and.
respect -for you and for your. admlnlstratlon, and for the concept of
government that you are relnventlng ' - s .

I'm aware that I have a very blg palr of . shoes to flll

and that you are ‘the most.important client that a .lawyer: could’ ever :

dream of Serving, Mr. President.  But I'm looking- forward :to. this new
‘life with great.: enthuslasm and excltement. - Thank 'you,. Mr. President. -
(Applause R , J e - _

l Q. Mr. Pre51dent .can’ you tell us about the baseball

f strike, Which is about to start’ As'a fan, is there any reason why.

.these negotiators: ‘should not be- sitting down: and at least trylng to

‘resolve this? They're not even ‘meeting. Would you call upon them to».\‘

{f at least sit’ down -and. have some talks’

oL

"“_Q And don't go away, Mr._Pre51dent. (Laughter{}"

T oy THE PRESIDENT" I've got to go away, because I've got to
get back ‘on the phone.: ‘If I don't -- I'11l have lots to talk about if
we pass tHe rule’ today, but lf T don't make some more calls, then

I'll always wonder.'Q S -1_ _\b :

Let me make one comment about the baseball strlke

Flrst of all, I thlnk that you should know that since the Secretary

_of Labor flrst contacted both’ sides, we. have been in- contlnuous
~contact with’ both sides  and have. done what we. .could to make” 'some-
. constructive suggestions about how to avoid the strike. It appears’
" that both. partles are determined to.let the strike proceed. We will:

o do what we can to ‘be of help and to get thlngs back on, track if there

is anythlng we' can do.- ' .
Lo Today I would like to speak on- behalf of the country

because this is an unusual. sltuatlon.' You - know, when a company. goes

‘on strike, the rlght to:strike is protected and the ‘workers- gd én-:

strike because they. - -and the: management can't -reach agreement. But

" they always have to consider in the end their customers:.and what will.

"happen. if they lose their. customers. ~In a great event. like the

baseball strike, I think there's an assumptlon that the customers are

‘always there.. -But. ‘the only thihg I'd like to say to both: sldes is

'that there are, a lot of little kids- out there who don t ‘want to seé-
' this season come to a Close.: ‘And there. are a. lot of not .so little

kids out there who" know 1t's the most excltlng baseball season in: 40

- years.dw B o T (

. s
1 B
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And T hope that in the day= ahead they W1ll search for a.-
way to get back together, firiish this season, - extend it by a few days
' 0 that “all the games can be played and the- feellngs of the American

_people that this could be one of those seasons that occurs once every'ft'

four or five decades’ could be vindicated. I think the people really
ought to be taken 1nto con51derat1on here, and I hope they Wlll be.
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7.1, The Briefing Room . - .

6115 P.M{wtpm S T P ff'; e

THE PRESIDENT'” Ladles and gentlemen, under any

'c1rcumstances I'would be. dlsappOLnted ‘if the House -of Representatlves_f*
- turned its back on'the toughest and largest ‘attack on crime -in the,
history of-our country, -at’ a time when the Amerlcan people say 1t is L
'_the most- 1mportant issue: to. them.- : . a

._'\,
Al

- But lt is espec1a11y dlsheartenlng to see 225 members of

_'the House participate in a procedural trick orchestrated by the.

-‘_Natlonal Rifle. Assoclatlon, then heavlly, heavily pushed by the
-”Republlcan ‘leadership in the House;. and. designed with only -one. thing
- in. mind. -~ to put the protection of partlcular interests over the

Qprotectlon of ordlnary Amerlcans." N - -,,u-; o

I don't know how many people in the run up to thzs vote

s of both'partles,,unfortunately -- told me, "I'1l ‘vote for- that

‘bill, but I just have to vote against this" procedural bill." - “Oh,

- I'1l vote .for it if it ever gets to the floor, but I just have to
vote against this- rule" -~ because.of the assault weapons ban or

because they ‘had ‘decided, ‘many of them. after the fact, that there was

I too much money. in here for preventing crime .and to give our- children
_-_}somethlng to say yes to instead of somethlng just to say, no to, even
" though two-thlrds of thls money is for pollce and .prisons and

punlshment.-'

Well tonlght a majorlty of the House attempted to take.;

,g'the ‘easy way out.. But they have failed the American people. And now . .
. .I say to. them,,the easy way out is not an option. : Fear and v1olence,.-3'
~especially among our chlldren, will still be there tonlght wWhen they '

“‘go home to bed.” So I want them to’ come back. tomorrow and the day
.after that and the day after that, -and to keep comlng back until we

give the american people the essentlal ‘elemerits’ of this crime blll'—-;f'tp
until we put 100,000 police on the street, and take our chlldren and :

“the guris off the street with the assault weapons ban and with.the ban :
on ownershlp of handguns.by  juveniles: untll we make three strlkes‘ P

~ -

and you're out- the law of the land._ _ el RS

We have got to do these thlngs. And, yes, we- have to

s both bu11d more prisons and give our kids: somethlng to say yes to,

; . not just something to _say-no to. The amaz1ng thing is that thls'

. the Democratlc mayor of. Chicago and the Republlcan mayors of" New York'

prevention money was supported by every major law enforcement

~organization in the United States, representing over a'half a mllllon']f

police officers who know somethlng about flghtlng crime and puttlng

*thelr lives on the llne.

Today 5 vote is a vote agalnst all of them -= those

. people 1n law- enforcement whé stand ‘out 4day in -and day.out and try to_.
" make our streets safer. It's a vote ageinst their organizations-who'
 pleaded for this-bill;: the sheriffs, th: police chiefs, the -

prosecutors, the attorneys general,'a vcte agalnst the teachers and
‘the others who work to keep our kids- safe and secure; a vote agalnst-
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‘ :

.;dand Los Angeles.,. t's a vote agalnst the famllles of chlldren 11ke o
’James Darby ‘and: Polly Klaas who have been kllled. ' : o o

1

Now, we can. do better ‘than. thls.' And I- want the :

_jCongress and ‘the House to- go back to. work tomorrow and- figure ,out. how ;
- to-save the elemerits of this. crime bill., This-is aboiut the American .
._lpeople. "It is.their number one ‘concern. And the Amerlcan pedple - are - .
" ‘not foolish enough to be conned ‘into believing that:. people are: reallwa
- -for'doing something about. crime, but they had-to. pull a. polltlcal N
-}trlck to keep the- b111 from belng voted en. _

Q2 Mr PrESIdent where do you- 99 from here’ somefof'

='qthe maln supporters of the blll say it s’ dead

.l'

" THE | PRESIDENT'- oh, T don 't thlnk so.’ ﬁut “of course,

.3¥that's what  we were:all. worried-about. ‘We were afraid that thls

"”h;would be: 1ike Humpty" Dumpty, you know, - ‘And, of course, that's’ what

—

_ 901ng to be glven a chance

they want'--the people that are flghtlng agalnst 1t., But they re:.

; You know for the’ last few days, all they heard from < :

_'uwere the special 1nterest and pecple thatrhad-been stirred up by a . -

- lot of the dlslnformatlon that had been put” out.: '‘But’tonight I think
. ‘they've got a lot:of’ explalnlng to de, because we Know =~ you all - :
.~ know ~-- that there were a majority of. votes in theé House for' this,
" ‘and the bill still went down on the rule because they. ‘thought- -they.
_could pull.a; polltlcal trick and satisfy partlcular ‘pressures’ on them’ -
-;QW1thout aggravatlng the rank - and file citizens of this country I
'_ thlnk they re- wrong, I thlnk the people w1ll flgure it out.- Vo

: Q'f But there were 58 Democrats, Mr..Presldent---y,fV

Q" Mr Presldent, are you saylng that you wlll keep

g,the Congress in SeSSlOn until’ thls 1s done°: Are you golng to keep o
' the Congress 1n se551on° o - " S _

BT

THE PRESIDENT.. I don't thlnk they ought Lo go. home.~,

o You know “the people who are, commlttlng these crimes are not golng to;"'f
e take a vacatlon, they re golng to be out there worklng overtlme. :

o I
L

Q Mr. Pre51dent there were 58 Democrats, 1nc1ud1ng

ﬁlo members of the Black Caucus, one ‘Republican member of the. Black
.. Caucus.- What do you say to - them’ They went agalnst you on’ this"
. issue, . S B

THE PRESIDENT: . Well, T say,- flrst:of.all let's 106k at

”fthe whole thlng There were 20 fewer Dexdocrats voting: agalnst the .

”",frule ‘than ‘those. who voted agalnst the. assault weapons ban. So there

‘were 20 Democrats - probably 30.-=- who -said, "Okay, .I lost ‘that " o
fight..! But the safety of the people in . my- dlstrlct is more important -

" .than my view on this particular issue, and certalnly more .important:. ‘

. _‘than'my killing this bill eon a. procedural vote." ‘They were,very

. brave. They stood up and took a lot of heat. o n,;

Y

Now there were 10 members of the Black Caucus whose

:ﬁfoppo51tlon to the death :penalty was so strong:that they could not
.overcome their personal opp051tlon. At least they had a: pr1nc1pled
v__.“p0s1t1on., But almost three times that many,. lncludlng many who- were
-';”_;dlsapp01nted because they dldn't get what they wanted in that blll
'-»]stlll voted for 1t._ . _ . R : J; .

There were’ ll brave Republlcans who weathered enormous P

' pressure. But there were 38 who Voted agalnst the assault weapons -

J foban and ‘there were 65 -- 65 -~ who Voted for the crime bill with

about the same amount of preventlon money-in 1t when” it- passed as : 1t

' has today ‘Now I. hear.them say, "Well, there s just too: much
;preventlon ‘money - here. ‘We're.doing" too much "in these! ‘programs. to.
,_help these klds who are 1n trouble." Well,‘all I know is when 1t

1
..k Ty

Lo o moRE ot




”g clearly the will of “the majority of the American people and a. .
j,.majorlty of the: Congress on each discreet element:is. a. bad mlstake,
"and I don't thlnk the people w111 forget about 1t : : s

'(-have to do.

'Jthls 1s ‘an’ enormous personal defeat for you’

_ Klaas who are Stlll allve.g

| *passed ‘the f1rst tlme at about thls same dollar amount there were 65-

Republican votes for- 1t.J But I can tell you, they were put under a.

n"lot of pressure.""'

PR Now, they can flgure out how to do thls._ Ikmmnot 1n'thef{ 8
- Congress; I'm‘hot a part of it. : But they can figure out how'to get .
" this'done. They know what the elements are. ~ There.is a majorlty now

in: both Houses for all of the elements of this crlme bill to let:
spec1al interest use parllamentary maneuvers to undermlne what is .

0 ?} Mr.-Presldent, on- the 1ssue “"of the speo1flc_;

ORI complalnts that the opposition made," that there was too much’: L
”'_money'w- pork,_lf you will .-~ 'they claim on crime preventlon and that'
" the ban on.19 kinds of- assault wéapons ~- are you prepared to ;
compromlse on those. two p01nts, the crime prevention. ‘pPrograms ‘and the

gun control, in order to get the more prlsons, the 100 000 pollce,.
and everythlng else you want7 «f;‘-; _ x_:p_J =

. THE PRESIDENT" First of: all I belleve that all Of o

were .38 Republlcan votes for: the’ assault weapons ban: . There were 65

- - Republican votes for the crime bill wlth about the same dollars'
"~ worth: of preventlon ‘programs We: had.. Sc. I don't see how, when ve'! re -
"spending’ two-thirds of the money in this bill on:prisons, pollce and
- punishment, we can. poSSIbly walk- away when we've got the toughest'
punlshment that any -federal bill ‘evér had. -~ three strikes and you re -

‘out’,  tougher penalties for serious offenders, tougher penaltles for

”;serlous juvenile offenders ~- ‘how we can walk away from.the,

prevention programs when the pollce have told us’ that that's what we

S A
.-/" Lo

'}Qien What 's. your response to those. who w111 say that

s

S 'I'HE PRESIDENT. I can say. that I worked my ,heart out on .
._2'-lt and I dld everythlng I could. And on this day, the NRA and the"

D Republlcan leadership had: their’ way. - ‘The American people have to \T
.decide. whether they think- this is about which. pollthlanS are w1nn1ng

and losing in Washlngton, or about kldS llke James Darby and Polly

o -_ -

L I belleve ‘the Amerlcan people w1ll not 1ike v1ew1ng thlS o

as: some'sort of polltlcal ¢ircus up here. ' I'm -on their: 51de,_and I
think we.better .see who's on what side. That is the only thlng that

’_matters, what happens to the Amerlcan people. e ﬁ,_.f._

Dld I lose ton1ght° You bet I ‘did. in- ‘the sense that I

.rfwanted it to pass. . But what happens to me lS .not - lmportant." If
U.everybody 1n Amerlca had the securlty I had we wouldn 't need a crlme
‘blll. ' . S . . f.“ - .

g

Look at'—— what happens to me is not --'what matters is-

.j‘all these klds that are going to be out-on the street tonlght that l.

-could: just get shot., That's. what s lmportant " And I think that in

> .. 'the end, if that is felt in the heart of the members of the House,;f
j.;we‘ll Stlll get thls crlme blll R R A U : '

Lt

Thank you.fl-
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-

'these elements can pass, and I belleve that they will.  Let's walt “;'“
- “and see. ‘what'they have to say.’ There were -- 'let me say again --
- there were- 11’ votes, Republlcan votes, for. thls rule today. There
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