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December 2, 1993 (2091497-5109 

Mr. Bruce Reed 
Deputy Director for Domestic Policy 
The White House 

I 

Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Bruce: 

Several recent stories related to the President's views on crime 
and violence suggest that the "violence summit" might be on hold. 
Senator Boxer wanted me to convey to the President how supportive 
she remains of such a conference. She believes it would be the 
most effective way for the ,President to mobilize public support 
for major anti violence initiatives, especially those that 
involve changing social attitudes and cultural mores. 

If you didn't see the enclosed Jonathan Yardley piece, you might 
want to read it. I think it lays out quite well how complex the 
violence problem is, and how difficult it will be to do anything 
about it without an honest ,examination of the cultural biases 
that allow it to continue. 

Y,?ue,~Y~trUIY , 

La~~ley
Legislative Director 
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~... "~~~''\}' .l··.· .JUNArHAN ~AK~~EY r ',.: .. 

:,t:~g_Cau'jhfinthcfWhirlwind of Violen'te 
: :' ;:»':f!n<~')):2%~1: ~:,~bg~ ;. '::, ~:!:" " ." , h.': ti:~ ;);~,~,i".i':;';'}:!j;:,:~ ::~~:~J\' "',': /·(c,::t"t", ":" " ': 


, :: . {'O,ut of.h,ed betimes and to the riE1wspapers':":;;':';'~ifua'gearid actuality, studies aimed .at. determiriiilg '.' 

:: ~",' which last week conspicuously displayed ';'; ':;':Ar..:Whetller'a popular culture that celebrates'liceritious 

:: ' '. ... ' ~t,!rie~~pout ~feder~ !lPpectls:~ourt's ~~H<J,~~~'~I~~o/¥ lurid violeDcec~nt;nbutes to the~ !'.',' 


", ' deciSion penrutting broadcastersJo present ,/,.:',' ":.' spread~ VartOUS personagesvan(?usly credentialed 

'I 	 ~indeceri~ ,inateri3.l between;6

1 

a.m'. 'and midnigl)t;~·:;;;: ~~~.i~.stroke their goatees and tell' ~~t 'on-the one fulnd 
TheQ.:afterbre3kfas(to a place where I became':';': ~;::.thiS·whiIe on the other hand that, but anyone', " .'. ' 
captive atidien~e,to a'radio show in the course of ~ "". :... ,possessed 'ola minimal amount of common sense will 

J . whic.h a song celebi.atirig the I~tter-day Frankie and ,:; reach the obvious jud~ent:The connection is clear ' 
, d9.hnnY,Ylas played:;a~balladofJoJin and Lorewi~,,~::.,!;:;Cand mdiSJ)litable,,~as:ili.e means of coping with it "':., 

,wruch.err:ant htisband,s :Were warned ~t,:~ ':' ,': ~; are fuziyaridAeba~ble:;: " , ' ," ", ':. " 
': ",;misbehavior could resultin the SUlllIlla.l'Y remoru of •:Tha't anyone coUld SeriouSly dispute the 'power of 
.: i· ;'o~~'~:ding-do~g."·j.·:';'», .;:. ' ,:;:';'<,:" . ','thetneWa,t9sViaytheemotions~wellastheffiindjs ' 
: ~?:{:Th~n ~~ckh~m7' just~. ~.~, f~.t;;tf.~;~...e~g,c .,', '.',' .ridiCulous pnitS face., Does ~yone honestly believe' :. 
':mews;which ledW1tll'th~stQIYolamanwpo bUrned', , ):Jtat-;\ J4:-YeaI:~ld childcanSlt through two,hours of " 
:. .Jo,~eath,3fter th,e ~,in}~h!chhe:Y.I~s:sJeepitig'Wcis "):ine~' ,.- 'and violel1~ and come.a..vaY'!-ith ironic' 
I \SOakedWith charcoat f1uid'anaigrtited:'1 did it."·hisdistanCe , inplace?.-2C,· ,,·'t'!.¢l<;·~'~',r., ... 
: .- ;'Wii:iow:~d:Fed upiWith what ~he'descnbed as;.~." " '.oDe6(the most vivid memories Of my yoothisof 
" ":,abtiSe;s!l~~Eid;'according to' a poJicereport,"to " emergmg'iiiio'bright daylight after innovie'starring '. 

kill her nusband before he killed'her:" 'jamesI)ean orMarlon Brando or Paul Newman. For a 
: It is anything exceptcleai whether Patricia Ann . while; until the sunlight finally perietrated illy:' , .: 

'.- Hawkins.of Baltimore was inspired bytbe example' .'bE!ntimbed~rain; I walkedaild talked and 'thought in 
· of Lorena BObbitt of suburban Virguua, but in all' :" '. the unage of the man on the screen who So forcibly, 

, 	 I this tangle of radio broadcasts and television neWs imprinted himself upon me. For a while ,I was . 
" shows and domestic bloodshediand court decisions "transformed,my defenses having been lowered,I 

there is a cOnlmon theme. In this age of the global . againSt the irresiStible 'Combination ofglamour and ; -- . 
village, infonnation gets around so rapidly and is~· violence and gr.ice:::.f·'::' " ':»r', ,,:;,::;t;~; ,:" , 
presented With'such immewacythat the impulse to' ThOSe were the 19505; when "The Wild oDes" and ". 

· :,. act' upon it:c.m ~ irresistible;'whereas by the,Same ,"Rebel Without a aluse"and "The Long Hot Summetn, 
. tokerithe proPE;r role of the sta~e in govemingthis , ,wereabout as hot as it got. These are·the 19908. and ,, 'impul~ is ahrtostiniPo~ible to define: ','" , '. thosemovies run on nostalgia chann~ls while the ,, ' , .' ,What follows~is not yet .ano~erjeremiadabout. " mainstream is Congested with films about:, , :'",,',' .

' 

I obscene radio broadcasts and witlesS television ~,' '.; .• million-dollai rolls in the hay and TV shows about cops 
" ,news'programs: Jf thes(nnedia1'arid those who.": '.:, . and crooks who slaughter each other With the latest ~. 
, .. operate them'in 'sOme measUre shape the times; ';:. .,' 'liigIrtech contributions to the American arsen31. Is all' " 

• '. 'they'also are creatures'of the times: The ebb and ,,'.; this stUff:emitted into a vacuwn? Of courSe it isn't; it is .• 
, flow of affairS ill the contf!mporary world is sO subtle ,>,soaked tip by' an audience that has come to take such;' : 
'" and complexthatto aScribe,final authority to,anY'".: :-:';:.excesSes forgianted, indeed to ~them:>'~~' .. 

· ,; single element is vastly: tooversunplify matterS:'But ,·HollywoOd makeS, we take:'Or is it we demand,' ':;,' . 
. ' ,we do ourselves no favors unle~s we acknowledge ...,', ,;: HollyWoOd Supplies? The line is difficult to discern, but· 
· 'one central fact of lif~ in.the late 20th century: rhe ::only.the termmany obtuse could contimd,that there is;' 
· . ,power of the media tosugge~tbehavior is .• :"<:.,:'.,' .no CoMectiOri between :violent image'and violent .. ,,,.) .. 

•::::: ~tupe~dOus; a,ild the ways in wljich,tb'ey have"~!<;'i~' .::':·'realitY:Take for example all the pious PoP ." .>. ., :': 
.:.. ,hltered. ~e:world are t~~·iitimeroustocompr~hend. pSych.QIC?,gizirig about the relationship between rap 

· ',:: W~may not be in for a Wave, (~t'.PetPsectoriUes 'and .' music and.urban violence.. Did rap ·ca~.se the~yhem? 
· .'; flamirigmattresseS as,a direct consequence of ,f.::"":;' OfC9WSe.n()~ Is rap an inCentive to it? Of course it is. 
· ,'lg/faireBobbitt, but the speed W,ith which the PaDad of. MaSQi,lerai:ling as social protest,rap Cynically , 

· . ~ John and LOrena has raced into 'pOjrular mythology is ',. . '. exacerbates the grievances of young people who start 
:: '!, •;,b~laking; it provid~ pawcifultestinlony to the ;.'. ' .- ." lOut With erlQughJ.egitimate ones as it. is. To say that '" 

__: : .,' "pciWef(lftherilassm~ notmerelytr.l~y .:',' ~'~',,:., .... , rap isanirui~t byStander ~s poppycock.jusf1;ls it is . 
':'. '. :': :iI}fOhl,iadofi'but 3lsO ~ proVide the forimi iIi whicbthat' to say the .sajne of all the rest of the music and " . .' . 

. , ' "inforiiiiltion aCQUires new andunantiapated dimensions. ~ televisi0IlaAd radio andfi,lins that keep pushing the 
• 	 Thus it was that the same radio lili,ow on,whidiI he3.rd...-:enveloP,e to\Ya!d chaOs.' , .." , . ;;:,)" " 

the "ding-dong" song also ran a mOck contest to title the . To Say this is hardly to say that solutionS are as easy
movie that Sooner ~r later wilIemergetrom all this; that " to devise as the problem is to identify. The U.S. Court 

.the conipeting entries were too ~uttY for publication in of Appeals for the District of Colwnbia acknowledged as 
.. " 

, . this newspaper but not too smutty for broadcast over ' much last week'when itov'ertumed the f~eral ban on 

the public airwaves suggests just how slippery is the , indecent radio broadcasts in hours wheri children are 

'territory:wenow find ourselves inhabiting.' ' most likely to be listenirig. To be sure the decision. 

, 'In the Bobbitt story there is the leavening :'i,_' leaves t.inresO~the queStion of howmuch right the 

• ' . ingredient of hwnor, which no doUbt haS defused':·~:' 'public has ~ control the airwaves it owns and licenses, 
•.. much of the' potential ofthe ease to iriflameaggneV~ .' but.the confIict it aCknOWledges between rights of free0 ' 

women to acts of retaliatory violence against bullying speech and thedesire to be shielded·from unwanted 
. or dislOyal men. But it is no exaggeratjon to Say that a' offense is v~rY.real and very complex..· '. '," . 

dom.inarit force in contemporary:societyis amedia' ~ But however much we'may argue that iSsue, let's' 
infra~~~ that feeds off a~rrant behavior and in' face reality and stop debating the other. Violent 

\... so domg me:'l~bly encourages It images exacerbate violent reality; it's as simple as 

_ . .~By now billions of dollars must have been spent on that Hwe want the fonner as alas it seems we do 


'high~powered ~tudies of thecoMections between' ' 'we'd better learn how to li;e With the latter. ',' ' 
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BARBARA BOXER , 700 MONTGOMERY STREET 
SUIT6.40 

COMMITT~E ON ENVJ~ONI\iIENT SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94 I I 1 

AND PUBLIC WORKS 

COMMITTEE ON BliNKING, 
I~OUSING, ANI) URBAN AFFAIRS ti.nitfd ~tatf.s ~matr 

:U60 EAS't' IM"l::HIAl HIGHWAY 
SUITE 645 

PI. SP.GUNOO. C'" 90~45, 

COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET H~RT SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 
:. SUITE 112 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-0506 

November 16. 1993 

Mr. Bruce Reed , 

Deputy Director for Domestic policy

Office of the President ) 


Dear Bruce, 

Because of the President's interest in the violence issue, I 
thought you might' like to:know of several upcoming related events 
in California. Enclosed are an article on Governor Wilson's . 
planned "crime s'WtlItlit" and a letter from the San Francisco Bar 
Association regarding an upcoming town meeting on violence and 
quns. I 

As Senator Boxer said in her letter last week to the President, 
we want to work wi1:.h you ,in the development and implementation Of 
any plans you may have to.hold a national "violence summit". 
Please let me know what we can 1:.0 do be helpful. 

Liz Ta. ersley 
Leqislative Director 

PRINTED 011 OfC'CLCQ PAP[n 
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~NOU 12'93 1~:0S FROM SENATOR :BOXER LAO TO DCO 

ilson··annoUnces plaitS. 

for crime :sUlllfuit in 'LA.'
. 

,I 

8y Anne Burke 
1>Di('1 iltwS StqJfWrirtf' 

, GRANADA HILLS -.:... '00'1. 
Pete Wilson called (orsb.a.rply In­
erea,in, .penaLti~ fol' arson. child 
molestation and othcr crimes 
Wednesday as he announced plans 
1Q l:on"'CDC a $lalewidcsummit on 
crime in January. . 

Aides said Wilson ChOK the San 
Fernando Valley to make his an· 
nouna:mcnt becaU5e it hilS been a 
safe area historically bIn is !'lOW see­
i~ an upswing in crime. 
, rronicaJb. a 3()..1ycar-old man was 
ihOI to death just "c:ros:rihe suWt· 

. 
fn:>m t.be Oranada Hills brandt Ii· 

bl'3.l')', where WiJson heJd his pews

conference, C:ltly'Wtd.ncsdo:lY 

morning,. '" .' 


"Personal security mould. be Ehc t 
first right of eyety Californian," I 
Wilson said. flanke4.Pl' ~mc ,vic- ,.
11ms. "r'm now asking for 'a·<:om­
miunenuo break gridJt.:.;k and'fiLVtt • 
crime. There's too ,much at stake ! 

. not to. ~iYCS .literally h~~g)n the I
balance ' " ,.',.'.,' 
Wi~ call~ for.in~iDg,Pe~~ I 

allies in the followil'll cases: . : 
{,- Child molestation., .~i1son i 
~ WILSON I Page""26 ..;. ,;.~::;,>, ;,," 'I 

~:' ",-~j¥~.:'::;~~ I: 
~I.I.I .....:..,;.~••~•••,.. ...........,_....' .... • •• 1' .....-#·"f ...... ,_..... , •• ._ • 


I 
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I 

WILSON I From .PIl;8. 1. '. .. .\ 

wants automatIc .,pnso'/\ tune for \. 

anyone conVicted of child mcllCSta- . 

tio'n and asentenc:'e oflife i.n pmon t 

for repeat sex ofi'C1lders. 

t·, .• Arson. Under ~rrent law, the 
\..: maximum sentence for arson is 

raine yean in prison.. Wihon wanlS 
a sent,I'ICC of life in prison for .n=­
peat ofTcndcrs" for arson rues that 
cause massive da.mal~ or for rues 
SWled during limes of high fI.,re 
dancer. 

(' • Carjackings aadd-dve-by 
'lhootiug,s. Wilson wanls to make 

the death peaaJ:cy or a sentCACe of 
Hfein prison without parole m:an· 
datory in ~ where Iif. is ~ost in 

.. commission of these crimes. 
('..• IUegalweaPons. Wilson wants 
\ to impcsc sentenceS ofnre in prlaon
\~itbout parole in cases wbere c;:a­

r,eer criminals are caught with iDe­
PJ wm:pons.. Such crimes now ~ 
punishable by a sentence of three 

· years in prison. . 
· ._.. TeeD"tlge ~rirnin.~ls. Minors 
, \EonYiCled dfse=ous mmes mustbe 

. released at age 2S. Wi1.soa wants to 
.' ,he mOSt ~olellt tecn..ap::rs,ap 
· 14 and olc.1er as adults andllllow 

them lO mnain in custOdy past the 
age of 2S if their ~ntenCZ5 !lO war­
ranL . 

WilSOfl also 'lW3D1S to n:d.uce ,,!ta 
; :bility ofprisonerS to cut tb~ir sen· 

lcnces through ,ood behavlor, so 
. \ that the amount of time they SC"Vo 
: more closely matdles theit IStp­

tenc:e. . • 
. A. rcpresenta:uve of the Caluor­

(nia Trial Lawyers Asscciation said 
\ the oIg:a.niz.ation had nen ~ewed 
\)V~ll".s.p.ropasalsJjpd would have 

. n '1. 
"""Wilson said he plans 1.0 COIlVCIl 

tbe c:rime summii 1ft I..Ds Angeles in 
.. January, and' said aU l~~ enforr.=­
I " ment offic:ials and. people Interested. 

'<'.in public safety "";11 be invite<1 to 
-. ttlm.:-::---- --:;;.._.: • 11­
. c: ore confe .........._""'. 
SOil beld astemotiOrial.· . gwith 
crime victims ana.'familles ofmOle 
killed in Los Anseles area homi­
cides. . 

Sitting in a cirCle inside ~ .Ora-. 1 
nada HUIs brancb of the LOs An- .! I
gcles Public; Library, Wilson ap- I 
pearcd. solemn as he li$te~ed to 
tearful family memben recoupt me 
horrol'$ of their ex.pCnC'Dc:'eS. 

Jennifer Choueb. 19. 5Ob~ as 
she tQld Wilsoft that her (ather, 
Soowon Clough of Aftahrim. was 
gunned down by a robber in Korca­
town on Oct. 2.4, 'e'Veft tbough he 
gavc }lim monG)'- . ' . 

..( just don't wan~ to be afra1d 
- _&.. ~.!'" 

The victims and families w<:rc; I 

. members of the Nonhridge.based 
Ma.d About Rising Crime. FOUD­
dt:rs Clark and Lin Squires lost a 
san. Ma~. IS. in a fatal shooting in I 
Chatsworth. 

"'We can"t choose what happens 
to US~ but we c:aJl ehoose what 'WC . I 
do about it,...• Lin Squires said. "The 
time for'a~on Is ftow.- I 

. Carole Holden. mother ofJohn 
Holden, a leen ..qer shot to death 
during a robbelY II Ameci Pizza &. 
Pas&a in Nonhridge last year. said 

. she thinks Wilson's proPOS3t is a 
step in. the right direction.. . 
, "I hODe we SlOp slapping people 

on the 'IlITiSts and letting them go," 
she ~id. ....:'......:-.-..... 
.... Less \han SO yards away, chalk 
arrows xnatkCCl bloocl stains where 
Los Angollll:S' c;ity Fire Department 
paramedics found tbe body ofReb. 
ert Ca.b(e;. 30, or Granada HiJIs at 
12:04 a.m.' . 

Cable had been shot nvcral 
times. Police had n~ motive on. 
Wednaday niW. aDd the suspect
remaiJ'le.d. at 1arJc. .. 

.'Wilson aide Lisa Biem said Gra. 
nada Hills was seleaed. as the site 
for the announcement becau~ it 
historiailly is a low.crimc 3tca that 
is faCins an upswing in offenses 
suc:h as automated teller machine 
robberies, follow·horne robberies

l and pllris snltchin&S. 
j. Pollce refer to those offeases as 
;_ "indi..iltor crimcs" because they 

, $)Pal a movement ofmore serious 
. crime into a ·neishborhood. Bierer 

said. 

I 

I 

~l 

(' 

\ 

.. 

I 

" 

l; 
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THE B'AR As'SO'CI.ATlbN OF SAN ,FRANCIS-CO 


Mc:Ittf.a Ie. C'aIdza;;m -, 


T.-.:r 


MUkL~hr~Q 
Selmefail')' 

DnldllIl~..,..d.r illrI:My 

E~"'·~.Jn.! ! 


Qa\cr.dC.',~l Senator Ba:t:bara Boxe:r 

plAft ~C>,"... ,tT~ted State Senate 

~~F..~c::.:ecr VashiJ::i.g"to:rt, D.C .. ·2Q510 


lSoa.... Pi.h."I.Irr;. 
G.mI:bIqi",: '~Ic.i:g~ Dea;z; Senator BDxer:;
C"1iIINIIiII....... ""..r $=:!!\>m> 


On }:)eba.l.fot the :sar Assoc.1at1Qn of San. .F.ranciscc 
(u.s!') and fte: San.~ranciscc !'~t1011, I wanted. to 

.alert :70U ~ .our upccm1ngo TO'ifll kll l!ee'ti.ng or:. vi.olence 
,,"l.II"''''''M. ~r..-.' a:z:tCl. gUns 1nour cQmmunitr a.nc1 po'tetLtia.l solut~ons I . . ~.&.lli.>II, I'tbCmmC'1l. 
•,.IId CJ,i.:t.1 Jt......,t$.¢:f moderateci by CJU,ef JUdge . The 1 ton Henderso1'l.. ~ . 

T•.u.,.. S.,.'awu 'P%og:raJD will be:held. on 1I09PP'her 18f' 15193 r £z:om ,,:: ~o 1:.0 
~(;c..,r.,;:.l ,',,,,--, 6 :30 51 ..Ill. at ~lden. Ga"te"O!l1ve:r:sity Auditorium, 536 
JJiM:1&:Ir.. !ibluCl""C'I" ~I 
S.·tyfLW rr,~iII'I l!.issioD. S~.r ,San, Francisco•. 
C;a~IWc.:dj 

1J~1.""'y.'IIf' ne ~Wu R'all Heeting will acidreas one of the XIlost 
~"1"'31~l." imllCz:ti!lnt sodal and politi.cal isS11AS of' our t.iJDes: the 

Atln e.mr.....'D impact of v1.~~ance, ~nd. particula.:::z:ly C'j'\Ul 'V101Qnce•. gn 
~f: ~(Utl:alt our communiey :and the efficacy cf p~oposed so1~t:.1ons. 

'!'h:i.sr ~ a~o~CI. wa ha."Q"e S8tP=. 1:.b.a zu.ssa.e%'CI at' 1.01.1II.'71\1aJ ~ "'''''11<::'(. tUllO 
Cal.1.fQx:nia St:reet; the release of a study that shows

f:dt.lJ.. fld:!~ . 
FMS W. ",I....m:,. 	 that a. siqnific:ant number of c:hild.rell bri:a.g- guns to . 
l!d""Vl:! ft., Ik"'~' school; the USe ,of metal de~tors in cur pub~~~ 

!-Jttllft A. C'...,...,u 
 sc~ools; and increased effgrts tQ'l~it the sale and 
c.."aD«nSIK'~ 
~Mr'lt-tl use of fi.rea::c:ri.s. . 1!hesa Qve:nts have highlighted. fa: 

'IIlrI..~ 1"'....1FiN;:a" e.ve:ryone in o~r eommun1:r.y what some segme:z:i:ts' ex the 

JddW,,,,~.» 
 population have:knDwn fo: a long time: gun-rela~e~
DI.":IlIi!;c..~ vio1Q~e ~ a:doadlyan4 un~ontrolled prohlea ~ha~r·llftd:l.&I"Io..'r.'Im1 
~bo!r;!I rcsl!lPr;. JI:. 	 affects all of ~. 
~"::II:)04.Sh..-im 
Mark I .. TI.Il!. ' The Meet.i.ng ...~l.i c::'1I;n.xii&t of two pcu::t:ii, ea,?h lasting: f;,mer;",i U~IA' 
~irhCo w.~"11'_ 	 hour, fcllova4 by a reception. In the first part, 


severu $~ake:s vUl d.iscuss ~'eeffeets of gut1­J1."C¢....,;1I:.'o.ME~ 
liJ'UU(lSn~ c.'1:lJfJ . rela.ted. vl.oler).ce 'on various parts of oU%' coltlm'Wti.t:y t 

vith twenty minutes of modera.ted auciienee partiei.pation 
i':Ii!sidr.11 to fellow. . . 
I~L 1[UHI: 

~~ 

~~ro~ 
 In 'the second pc.rtz $pea:kers vill discuss ~a.rious 

t.:~l'O!j_ U:-d 

'r~r 
 .soluUcns, 1nc;lucl.1:q SJQn control, and. thei:: u:ie;EalfteSs. 

N.;ICl.V!.\ ~ A:01Ong'o-cher speakers I Chuck Ehrlic:h, of Petti1: &s..-ma.., JUy. l(a::tin, and cur.renuy President cf the Legal C'omm.uni~y 
. Im:1l!'1:~'" Aga,i.:a.st Violence,. 'Vill discu..5s t with the p:z:eElidant of 

r.a.. ,,., c:.- ' wa"d.g'U!t CCn1::.r:Oli Inc _/ proposed national. anci o-::.a'\:.Qv1cle~:\.~~.~ 
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legi51a-C::ion regulating ~n purchase atJ.d use', including the Brady 
Bi~~, vaiting periods I assault rlfle bans I and possible increased 
~a%e8 0::' ~uzch&SQS of fUIi!!!I2.:I!:ID1I &%lei a:wnun:i.tio:f, .. 

Ve hape that. this Xeetinq; 11ke the ltodllay Xing forum I v1.11 
enaJ::)le aud.1ellce mem:be:r.s ;.0 ecm.e a'W'ay v.1"1:h a sel'ise Of hope ancl il 
concrete val'" to wc:rk tovaict a solution.. . 

we knew you Dll.J:)e in washington sighting- 1,;hQ 9'~od fig-ht, but: that 
you ,vill be hare in spirit. 

I 

Sinee:rely, 

~q~ S·R~ 
D%'Ucllla stend.er aamey . 
!X&CQt1ve Director, 

at:.t:ach­

http:stend.er
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November 9, 1993 

The President 

The White House 

Washington, DC 2·0500 


Dear Mr. President:: 

Last week, 'theSenate:unanimously approved an amendment I 
offered to the crj~e hill which calls upon you to convene a 
national conference .. a "summit" .. on violence in America. I 
am writinq today to urge you to make this idea a reality as soon 
as possible. 

Mr. President. in the past few months, your calls for a 
national campaign against vlolence have stirred the hoPes Of all 
Americans who believe we must do something to end this terrible 
scourqe.' I commend both you and the First Lady for speaking out 
on this crisis. 

Just as the Little Rock sUmmit last December helped focus 
the nation on the problems in our economy and the policies needed 
to solve them, I believe that a Presidential summit on Violence 
in America •. led by.you and the First Lady .. would. galvanize 
public resolve to take all appropriate and necessary steps to end 
the cycle of horror that is ripping our social fabr.ic to shreds. 

, , 

The epidemic of violence has reached into every American 
communitYi it also affects:the lives of the richest and the 
poorest among us, and people of every ethnic and economic 
background. All of our social and cultural institutions .. from 
public schoolS and religious centers to entertainment and,sports 
events -- have become forums for expressions of intolerance and 
violent acts toward one another. I believe that every person. 
group and institution thus has a role to play in ending the 
epidemic of violence .::that is eating away at our civilization. 

I would urge you to include in a Summit on Violence 
participants from all regions of the country and all walks of 
life, both public and private. , Everyone must be at the table: 
appropriate members of your administration; public officials such 
as mayors, qovernors, and members of Congress; judges, 
prosecutors, police chiefs, and juvenile defendersi teachers and 

. school administrators; doctors, public health officials, and 

social workers; religious leaders and community activists; 

representatives of the media and the entertainment industry;' 

authors, critics, sociOlogists, and child psychologists. 
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Letter to the President 
November 9, 1993 

"" " 

, , ~:,

Mr. President, I want to work with you and the First Lady to 
fight this battle. with your leadership, I believe we can win. . 
We can turn our society around, so that once again our children 
will go to ~ChOOl to learn, people will stroll through their 
neighborhoods .without fear, and the American way Of life will 
onceaqain be characterized by a spirit of community, tolerance 
and respect for.human life. 



. ' 
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l.0UIS F. OSERDORFER 

1423 KIRBY ROAD 

McLEAN, VIRGINIA 22101 

THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN 

November 16, 1993 

The President and Mrs. Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500-2000 

Dear Mr. President and Mrs. Clinton: 

The Yale Law Journal issue for October included 
several tributes to Justice Byron White on the occasion 
of his retirement. 1; thought you might like to see my 
contribution to the issue: "Justice White and the Yale 
Legal Realists~" 

You will note that within a few months of his 
appointment in 1962, Justice White announced to his new 
colleagues that he was "unwilling to sweep . under 
the rug" the "festering problem" of crime. . See Reprint 
at 13-14. Here we are over 30 years later; it is still 
festering and worse. 

In 
. 

casting about 
, 

for ways to address crime problems 
(beyond the pending legislation), it occurs to me that I 
you might want to consider something like the Wilkersham . /_ 
Commission appointed'by President Hoover in 1929 to study ~ 
and report on the enforcement of the Prohibition laws and 
law enforcement generally. Its comprehensive Reports are 
models for work of th,t kind. H.R. No. 252, 71st Cong., 
2d Sess. and H.R. No. 722, 71st Congo 3d Sess. 

In addition to all the legislation and other ad hoc 
proposals now under consideration, you might· want to 
consider appointing another 'Commission, chaired by 
someone like Justice White, to make a similar 
comprehensive study of violent crime and programs that 
can contain it. 

Sincerely yours, 

~; ~~ift'. 
Enclosure 



'".... ,. 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 18, 1993 

Louis F. Oberdorfer 
1423 Kirby Road 
McLean, Virginia 22101 

Dear Louis: 

Thanks for your letter and for sending the 
monograph your wrote about Justice White for 
the Yale. Law Journal. I appreciate your
sharing it with me. 

I also appreciate your suggestion of a 
commission to study possible solutions to the 
serious .problem of violent crime in our nation. 
Your counsel, as always, means a lot to me. 

Sincerely, 

• 


