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Mr. Bruce Reed ( y
Deputy Director for Domestlc Policy - 7

The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Bruce:

Several recent stories related to the President's views on crime
and violence suggest that the "violence summit" might be on hold.
Senator Boxer wanted me to convey to the President how supportive
she remains of such a conference. She believes it would be the
most effective way for the President to mobilize public support
for major anti-violence initiatives, especially those that
involve changing social attitudes and cultural mores.

If you didn't see the enclosed Jonathan Yardley piece, you might
want to read it. I think it lays out quite well how complex the
violence problem is, and how difficult it will be to do anything
about it without an honest examination of the cultural biases
that allow it to continue.

Yours very truly,

LiZz Tank sley
Legislative Director
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: - decrsron permitting broadcasters to present

1. Then, after breakfast, to a place where became

1 Johnny was played: a ballad of John and Lorena m

1. ?_nusbehawor could result in the summary removal of

-there is a common theme. In this age of the global

; - flow of affairs in the contemporary world is so subtle
1" . and complex that to ascribe final authority to any -«
., single element is vastly.to oversimplify matters. But

h - bed betlmes'and to the newspapers,
which last week conspxcuously drsplayed
“indecent” material between 6 a.m. and midnig

captive audience to a‘radio show in the course of *
which a song celebraturg the latter-day Frankie and

‘which. errant husbands were warned that 7o

* widow said, Fed up with what she descrzbed ast.

| -abuse, she aiméd, according to a police regort, “to.

kxll her husband béfore he kﬂled her.”

this tangle of radio broadcasts and television news -
shows and domestic bloodshed'and court decisions

village, information gets around so rapidly and is *
presented with_ such immediacy that the unpulse to’

. - actupon it mn be irresistible, whereas by the same-,
.~ token the | proper role of the state in governing thxs L
 impulse is almost impossible to define. :

- What follows is not yet another Jeremrad about
obscene radio broadcasts and mtless televxs:on
‘news programs. If these medla and those who .

‘operate them in some meastire shape the t1mes,

"theyalso are creatures of the times. The ebb and -

we do ourselves no favors unless we acknowledge -

1 '"one central fact of life in the late 20th century: The ,
,.power of the media to suggest behavior is

stupendous and the ways in wluch they have

‘f . ’altered the world are too numerous to comprehend

“We may not be’in for a wave of pemsectorrues and
ﬂamm mattresses as 2 diract consequence of .
Ia,é"a:reBobbltt, but the speed with which the ballad of

- John and Lorena has raced into popular mythology is *- -

- breathtaking; it provides powerful testimony to the
powerofﬂaemassmedranotmerelytorelay I
,.'Imformauon but als6 to provide the forum in which that

“information acquires new anid unanticipated dimensions. -

Thus it was that the same radio show on which I heard
the “dmg-dong" songalsorana mock contest to title the
movie that sooner or later will emerge from all this; that
" the comipeting entries were too smutty for publication in
. this newspaper but not too smutty for broadcast over .

' . the public airwaves suggests just how slippery i is the

territory. we now find ourselves inhabiting,”
. In the Bobbitt story there is the leavening
mgredxent of humor, which no doubt has defused

dominarit force in contemporary society is a media -
infrastructure that feeds off aberrant beha\nor and in
so doing inevitably encourages it.

- By now billions of dollars must have been spent on
hrghtpowered studies of the connections between

JUNR[HHN YRIKDE.EV )

~image and ‘actmllty, studxes armed at detemumng

whether :a popular culture that celebrates licentious- *
fsezmahty ‘and lurid violence contributes to their -
spread Various personages’ variously credentialed
stroke their goatees and tell us that on'thé one hand
this while on the other hand that, but anyone = ~ ’
possessedofamnnmalamonntofcommonsensewm
reach the obvious judgment: The connection is clear
‘and mdxsputable, just as the means of copmg thh 1t

: are fuzzy | and debatable.

“That anyone eould senousljr dispute the power of '

the media to sway the emotions as well as the mindis

.:' E . ridiculous on'its face. Does anyone honestly believe
B that a 14»;year-old child can sit through twohours of

c‘Sex'and violence and come away wu.h xromc

ik

One of the miost vivid memories of my youth is’ of

- emerging into bright daylight after a movie starring
. . James Dean or Marlon Brando or Paul Newman Fora
i T ltis anything except clear whether Patricia Ann ..
'|' Hawkins of Baltimiore was inspired by the example s
‘I of Lorena Bobbitt of suburban Virginia, but in all -~

“while, until the sunlight finally penetrated my -

'+ ‘benumbed brain, I walked and talked and thoughr in *-

the image of the man on the screen who so forcibly -
imprinted himself upon me. For a while I was

. transformed, my defenses having been lowered

" against the xrresrsuble combmanon Of glamOur and L
B vxolence and grace,:" ¢ :t R

" Those were the 1950s, when “The de Ones and 3

“Rebel Without a Cause” and “The Long Hot Summer”

were about as hot as it got. These are the 1990s, and

" those movies run on nostalgia channels while the

~mainstream is congested with films about -

.excesses for granted indeed to expect them.:

. million-doilar rolls in the hay and TV shows about cops -
“ - and crooks who slaughter each other with the latest * -
" high-tech contributions to the American arsenal. Is all -

thnsstuffermttedmtoavacuum?Ofcourseltrsntrtls 1
,soakedupbyanaudxence that has eomerotake such( A :

:Hollywood makes, we take. Or is it we demand

Hollywood supplies? The line is difficult to dxscern but

»'only the terminally obtuse could contend that there 1s
/no connection between violent i image and vnolent

- -—'treahty ‘Take for example all the pious pop -

<+ psychologizing about the relationship between rap
music and.urban violence, Did rap cause the mayhem?

X i'Ofcouxsenot.Israpanmoentxvetoxt?Ofcoursextns.

Masqueradmg as social protest, rap cynically -

: exacerbates the grievances of young people who start

" iout with enough legitimate ones as it is. To say that -
“. rap is an innocent bystander is poppycock justas 1t 1s

to say the same of all the rest of the music and -
television and radio and films that keep pushmg the

~ envelope toward chaos. -

N

Tosayﬂnsmhardlytosauﬂratsoluuonsareaseasy ‘

. to devise s the problem is to identify. The U.S. Court

* much last week when it overturned the federalbanon =

of Appeals for the District of Columbia acknowledged as

. indecent radio broadcasts in hours when children are
most likely to be hstemng To be sure the decision
leaves unresolved the question of how much right the

» ~- " public has to control the airwaves it owns and licenses,
.. much of thé potential of the case to inflame aggtieved - -

women t6 acts of retahatory violence against bullying
" or disloyal men. But it is no exaggeration to say that a

but the conflict it acknowledges between rights of free?):
speech and the desire to be shielded from unwanted
offense mveryrealandverycomplex. Lo

. But however much we may argue that issue, let’s -
face reality and stop debating the other. Violent
images exacerbate violent reality; it's as simple as

. that, If we want the former, as alas it seems we do,

“we'd better Iearn how to lxve with the latter
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November 16, 1993

Mr. Bruce Reed
Deputy Director for DomEBth Policy
Office of the Pre51dent ‘

-Dear Bruce,

Because of the President's interest in the violence issue, I
thought you might  like to know of several upcoming re}ated events
in California. Enclosed are an article on Governor Wilson's
planned "crime summit" and a letter from the San FPrancisco Bar
Association regardlng an upcomlng town meeting on v1olence and

quns. A _
As Senator Boxer said in her letter last week to the President,
we want to work with you in the development and implementation of
any plans you may have to hold a national "violence summit".
Please let me know what we can to do be helpful.

Sifice¥ely,

1iz Tagkersley
Legislative Director.

PRINTED OK NECYCLLD PARIN
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Wilson "Viannounc’e‘s plans

for cnme summit in T.A.

By Anne Burke
Daily Nows Stgff Writer

- GRANADA HILLS — ch
Pete Wilson called for sharply in-
ereasing penalties for arson. child
molestation and other crimes
Wednesday as he announced plans
1o convene a s@icwide summit on
erime in January,

Aides said Wilson chose the San

" Fernando Valley 10 make his an-

nouncement because it has been 2
safe area historically but is now ses-
ing an upswing in crime.

ronically, a 30-yearold man was -

shot w0 death Just across the street

vy -

R e T T R L TR

from the Gmnada Hles Jbranch li-
brary, where Wilson held his ncws
confcrcncc, carIy Wedncsday
moming

“Personal secunty shonld be the
first right of every Californian,”
Wilson said, flanked by erime vic-
iims. “I'm now asking for a.com-
mitment to break gridlock and' fight

crime. There's 100 much at stake ;
‘not to. vacs htcrally hang in the

balange.” :.
Wilson callcd for i mcreasmg pen-
alties in the following cases:

AL e

See V(ILSON 7 P.agc 26

n
. _._” -

lChud molestauon \fixlsa‘n
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WILSON / From Page 1

wants automatic prison time for
anyone convicted of child molesta- .
tion and 3 sentence of life in prison
for repeat sex offenders.
~.. M Arson. Under current law, the
\_maximum sentence for arson is
aine years in prison. Wilson wanls
a sentghee of life in prison for re-
peat offenders. for arson fires that
_ cause massive damage or for fires
started during times of high fire
danger. . ,
C ® Carjackings and drive-by
“shootings, Wilson wants to make
the death penalty or a senteace of
life in prison without parole man-
datary in cascs where life is lost in
commission of these erimes.
¢ M Iliegal weapons. Wilson wants
\ to impose sentences of life in prison
without parole in cases where ca-
reer criminals are caught with ile
gal weapons. Such crimes now are
punishable by a sentencc of three
years in prison. o
-~ M Teen4age criminals. Minors
convicted of sedous crifmes must be
.+ \relcased a1 age 25. Wilson wanls 10
: the most violent tecn-agers.8ae
14 and older as adults and.allow
them to remain in custody past the
age of 25 if their sentences so war-
ranL i
* Wilson also wants to reduce the
ability of prisoners to ¢ut their sen-
tences through good behavior, 50
that the amount of tme they scrve
more closely matches theirsen-
tence. : o
" A representarive of the Califor-
(nia Trial Lawyers Association said
the organization had not reviewed

Wilson's propasals and would bave |-
rnyacnt Wednesday.

......

the crime summit in Los Angeles in
|/ January, and said all law enforce-
. ment officizls and people interested
% in public safety Al be invited 10

. Belgre U S confers fl-
son hejd an ematjonal with

crirse victims and families of these |,

killed in Los Angeles arca homi-
cides.

Sitting in a circle inside the Gra..

nada Hills branch of the Los An-
geles Public Library, Wilson ap-
pearcd solemn as he listened 0
tearful family members recount te
horrors of their experiences.

Jennifer Chough, 19, sobbed as

she tald Wilson that her father,

Soowon Chough of Anaheim, was |

gunned down by a robber in Korea-

townhon Oxt 24, -even thoqgh he
v¢ him money. . )

ga“l just don't want be afraid

—

. she thinks Wilson’s proposal is a
 step in the right direction.

* on the wrists and letting them go,”

. historically is a Jow-crime area that |

.robberies, follow-home robberies | ;

“indicator erimes” because they t‘
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. The victims and families werc
members of the Northridge-based
Mad About Rising Crime. Foun-
ders Clark and Lin Squires lost a
son, Marg, 15. in a fatal shooting in
Chassworth.

“We can’t choose what happeas
10 us; but we can choose what we |
do about it,” Lin Squires said, “The
time for-action is now.”

. Carole Holden, mother of John
Holden, a teen-ager shot to death
during a robbery at Ameci Piza & |
Pasta in Northridge lasi year, said

P —— g

_“I hope we stop slapping people

shegaid = . . _ ;

* Less than SO yards away, chalk
arrows marked biodd staing where
Los Ancﬁales'city Fire Department
paramedics found the body of Rob-
ert Cable, 30, of Granada Hills at ||
12:04 om, ' ' l
Cable had been shot several
times. Police had no motive on [
Wednesday nighs, and the suspect
remained at large, . i
‘Wilson aide Lisg Bierer said Gra- |4
nada Hills was selected as the site |
for the announcement because it |

is facing an upswing in offenses
such as automated teller machine

and purse snatchings,
Police refar a those offcases as

signal a movement of more serious
cnme into & neéighborheed, Bierer
said.
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‘alert you to our upcaming Town Hall Meetin

noveﬁme: 15, 1993

Seqatoyr Ba:baré. ‘che:: '

.Unired State Senate

Washingten, D.C.. 20510

Dear Senator Boger:

. on behalf of the Bar association of San Francisce

(BASF) and The San Prancisce Foundation, I wanted to

and guns in our community and poteatial solutions,
moderated by Chief Judge Theltorn Henderson. The
Program will be held on Nevember 18, 1993, from £:=30 to
6230 p.m. at Golder Gate University Anditorlmn, 536
Nission St:eet, ‘San. anncisﬁa. '

The Town Hall Meeting will address ene of the most
important sacial and political issues of our times: the
impact of vielence, and particularly gun violence, ©n
oyr community and tke efficacy ¢f proposed solutions.
Thisg alona, we have scen ths masss2ere at 101
California Street; the relecase of a study that shows
that a significant number of children bring guns to -
school; the use of metal detectors in cur public
schools; and increased efforts to limit the sale and
use of firearms.  These events have highlighted for
everyone in ouz communi:y vhat some segments of the
pepulatien have ‘known for a long time: ~related
vialence is a .deadly aad uncnntxolled pzoblem that
affects all of us. ‘

The ﬁeeta.ag will consist oi two pa:ts, each lasting wvie
hour, followed by a reception. In the first part,
several s?eakers will discuss the effects of qun-

.related violence on varisus parts of our community,

with twenty minutes of modarated aua:.ence particz.patz.on
to follow. '

In the second part, speakers cxl}. discuss various
solutions, including gun contrel, and their usefulhess.
anong ‘other speakers, Chuck Ehzli.ch, of Pettit &
Maxtin, and currently President of the Legal Comnunx.:y
Against Vioclence, will discuss, with the President of
Handgun cantzcl, Im:. 2 pzogesed national and .za:osud.e

on vislence


http:Aga,i.:a.st
http:i':Ii!sidr.11
http:vl.oler).ce
http:1I:.'o.ME
http:Meet.i.ng
http:l!ee'ti.ng
http:E~"'�~.Jn

11/16/83 12:21 T SENATOR BOXER dioos

om——ll/15/83 _14:25 2413 403 0100 , SEN BOXER +»> DC PRESS @ou3
| LSS0 1033 FEOKBAR ASSC OF SWTMK fo %0l PO/ .
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1eg:.sla1:mn regula‘cz.ng gun purchase and use, including the Brady
Bill, waiting periods, assault zifle bans, and possible increased
Taxes on purchases of firearms and aswunition.

We hope that this Meeting, like the Rodney King forum, will -
enable audience members TO come away Wwith a sense Of hope and &
concrete way to work toward 3 sclution.

we know you°ll be in waskington s:.ghtz.ng tha gacd. fz.gh.t:, bur that
you will be he:e in sp:.x:.t.

-

Sincexely,

Bucla §- R@v-;

Drucilla Stender Ramey
Bxecutive Director

artach-
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The Bar Association of San Frameisco and The San Franciscs Foundation in ecoperaomwith . |
' The Commonwezalth Club, Golden Gate University, and The Recarderpraem
A Town Hall Meeting
on Guns and Violence in Our Community
”Ewemmsmve,&:smcnmustendzts love affair with guns.”
Unjted States Attorney General Ianet Rero
. Modemtex:
The Honorable Thelton E Henderson . Cisfhudge, US. Districz Coure
) Netters Dhsteics of Cullforss
. Confirmed Spegters: |
Robert M. Fisher | Directer
o The San Francisco Feumdation
Encla Maxwell Potrero Hill Neigh®orhood House
Richard Aborn, Esq. President
Handgw Centrel, Inc.
Eonorable Arlo_sﬁzith' Distiz Astornay
- Darwin Farrar, Esq Diractor of Polisy
Paaﬁ:CenbarEarV‘wlm:z Pravention
Mazy Grace Cohen meapax
‘ MeAtesr Schacl
Patrida Salber, MD Esmergency Room Physidan
Physicians For Viclence Frew Society
Rahbbi Martin Weiner Sherith fsrael | '
Caral Kingsley, Esq.  Baseafe Avery & McAlintar
. ; Wife of 101 Califaraia victtn Jack Berman
Charles Ehrlich, Esq.  Peit & Martin :
Founder, IzgaICcmm::ﬁ!yAﬁmV'mleaca
Sid Smith ~ OMINeighbarsTn Action
Deane Calhoun - Direcwor, Youth Alive
Comunander Diarmuid PRIlpot . San Francisco Police Departmers
Esta Soler - ' Exeautive Directar
Famdly Viclence Prevension Fend
Fred Ateych -  Avab American Groeer
- Zotoumba Vawters -Smaamﬂcah Acivist
| United Stntew mCmM}ﬁgeﬁdemdmn will moderare az unusual Town Fall Mesing focusipg en the 2o

h‘fa'aueufbanﬁgunsm t’(nscuy, the woll afdathanddsmantbatfonowsm Mmkc,a:&d\ihatc&afusmdo about
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Meeing will enconrage audience ntacaction With speakers fanging fom cxmmumity leadess, awyers, shopkeepers, mpres
Emﬁ&e?oh%aﬁmhmwgad%%mm%mqmmphﬂm uﬁg;
£ims of e 101 Clifornda massacre and other gun-nsed wagedies. m&mmyb&w&gﬂzsmam
'dawmhemgudbhommmudzﬁvaﬁ&amhadmmmllmmwmhmwmm
mhmwwm ‘

Noverbe 18, 1553 S | c:amm;w
- Fregyam: 430630 pm . K35 Mixsion Sirexe
, Admn?rm Ausiorimm, 2nd Floor
mmém

Sar Francisco Chamber of Commerm o Aclan American Bar Association » Charles Hogston Bar Assaciarion ¢
Handgun Contral, Inc, @ La Rasa Bar Assodatioa » Lopgal Community Against Vicleasc » Natiorol Lawyens
Guild # San Franciscn Woman Lawyers Alllancs « Nytenal Center For Youtk Law o Californis Rural Legal.
Assisance Foundation « SFNLAF Domestic Relatiens Unit « Logal Aid Secialp of San Frandisco » Queen’s Bench
» Lawpars Comumitiee for Civil Righte » BALIF » San Frandsco Black Chamber of Commezce = Youth Alive

Pumding for this epent kas generously besx providad by The Sen Franeisco Foundation,
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November §, 1983

S N.\ ‘\/

The President
The White House

‘Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Last week, ‘the Senate unanimously approved an amendment I
offered to the crime bill which calls upon you to convene a '
national conference -- a "summit® -- on viclence in America. I
am writing today to urge you to make this idea a reality as socn
as possible.

Mr. President, in the past few months. your calls for a
national campaign against violence have stirred the hopes of all
Americans who believe we must do something to end this terrible
scourge. I commend both you and the First Lady for speaking out
on this crisis. _

Just as the Little Rock summit last December helped focus
the nation on the problems in our économy and the policies needed
to solve them, I believe that a Presidential Summit on Violence
in America -- led by vou and the First Lady -- would galvanize
public resolve to take all appropriate and necessary steps to end
the cycle of horror that is ripping our social fabric to shreds.

The epidemic of violence has reached into every american
community; it also affects.the lives of the richest and the
poorest among us, and people of every ethnic and economic
background. All of our social and cultural institutions -- from
public schools and religious centers to entertainment and sports
events -- have become forums for expressions of intolerance and
violent acts toward one another. I believe that every person,
group and institution thus has a role to play in ending the
epidemic of violence .that is eating away at our civilization.

I would urge you to include in a Summit on Violence
participants from all regions of the country and all walks of
life, both public and private.  Everyone must be at the table:
appropriate members of your administration; public cocfficials such
ag mayors, governors, and members of Congress; judges,
prosecutors, police chiefs, and juvenile defenders; teachers and

- school administrators; doctors, public health officials, and

social workers; religious leaders and community activists;
representatives of the media and the entertainment industry;:
authors, critics, sociologists, and child psychologists.
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Letter to the President .
November 9, 1993

Mr. President, I want to work with you and the First Lady to
fight this battle. With your leadership., I believe we can win.
We can turn our society around, so that once again our children
will go to school to learn, people will stroll throudgh their
neighborhoods without fear, and the American way of life will
once again be characterized by a spirit of community, tolerance
and respect for.human life.

: i rely

ara Boxer )
.. Unifted States Seng?or
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Louis F. OBERDORFER
1423 KIRBY ROAD
“MCLEAN, VIRGINIA 22101

THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN

T R

November 16, 1993

The President and Mrs. Clinton
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500-2000

Dear Mr. President and Mrs. Cclinton:

The Yale Law Journal issue for October included
several tributes to Justice Byron White on the occasion
of his retirement. I thought you might like to see my
contribution to the issue: "Justice White and the Yale
Legal Realists."

You will note that within a few months of his
appointment in 1962, Justice White announced to his new
colleagues that he was "unwilling to sweep . . . under
the rug" the "festering problem" of crime.  See Reprint
at 13-14. - Here we are over 30 years later; it is still
festering and worse.

In casting about: for ways to address crime problems
(beyond the pending legislation), it occurs to me that
you might want to consider something like the Wilkersham
Commission appointed by President Hoover in 1929 to study é&‘
and report on the enforcement of the Prohibition laws and
law enforcement generally. Its comprehensive Reports are
models for work of that kind. H.R. No. 252, 71st Cong.,
2d Sess. and H.R. No. 722, 71st Cong. 3d Sess.

In addition to all the legislation and other ad hoc
proposals now under consideration, you might want to
consider appointing ' another -‘Commission, chaired by
someone like Justice White, to make a similar
comprehensive study of violent crime and programs that
can contain it.

Sincerely yours,
IS N

Enclosure




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 18, 1993

Louis F. Oberdorfer
1423 Kirby Road
McLean, Virginia 22101

Dear Louis:

Thanks for your letter and for sending the
monograph your wrote about Justice White for

the Yale Law Journal. I appreciate your

sharing it with me.

I also appreciate your suggestion of a
commission to study possible solutions to the
serious problem of violent crime in our nation.
Your counsel, as always, means a lot to me.

Sihcereiy, (;\ ‘ ’




