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.' 'ISSUE BRIEFING: RURAL CRIME . 
Rural Crime Provisions in the Crime Bill Conference Report: 

'J. . ' . . Monday, August 8,~1994 ," ' 

. " On~ of the principal objectives of the' President's anti-crhne st~ategyref1ected m ' 
the Crime Bill Conference 'Report is' an effort to ~onibat rural crime. Throuih '. ", 

, equitable dis~ibution formulas and targeted programs for ,rural areas, . the ~trategy 
. ensures that small towris andtural areaS' are not leftout'when-it comes to' crime
" fighting resourc~s. '" . . ., . 

Half ofthe'lOO,OOO NewOffice~s GO to S~allCities and RUral Counties ' 

, ,~ . More ~ 50;OOQ of the 100,000 new community police officers ~ill be hired 
in cities,'and counties with populations. of less than 150,090 residents. 

'\ 
" ,/ 

• 	 While urban areas ,may increaSe their police, forces by ,20%, some rural areas'· . 
may ,requesi,and be awarded as many as,50%.more police' officers. .... . 

" .' '&ch state will be eligible forla minimum of 500 new police officers (or', 
equivalent~siZed 'grants).. .' .' , 

• l 

.' Special Funds to Combat Drug ,~raffickiilg to,Rural Areas·" . 

• The problem, of drug'lI'afficking is nO'longer limited'to large inetropqIitanareas 
and. the. Crime. Bill Conference RepOI1 provides a cOr,lprehensive'resPonse to 
this crisis by: , '. . ' , ., 

* '. 	 Au~or1zing $250 ~il1iohfor 'ruralla~ enforc~Inent' agencies; 
. . 	 .•.• '! 

'" ' ' . 	 . 

*, ..Creatingrural crime/and drug 'enforcement task forces; and . " 
, . . , 	 ,,' ~ 

. ) " 'lie Providing· specialiied drug enforcement training ,for rural ia~ .' 
'etiforcement officers." : . . . , 

1 
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. " ' ,Other 'Crilne Bill Provisi~ns Also Address Rural Crime 	 -'. ".' , .', 	 . .. . . . 
.' ~','" ~, ..... " . 

. '. ',. ".' 

I, " t, 

,.,' 	The Crime Bill adds $1 billion in additional funding to Ule Byrne Ghintl .... ' ~:':., :. 
Program, whiCh is so critical to rural statesand their law enforcement.effortS.'", 

, , , . , /" 	 , 

• 	 ,Domestic violence in rural areaS is, specificaily:taigeted in the Bill'sViolenee ,,' 
Against Women provision,' with separate fQnds set aside to, combat' domestic' " 
violence and child abuse in r:ural areas. ," , , "I 

" '., " ': (.' :,' 	 , 
• 	 Most major llrevention llrograms -- such as the ,Local Partnership Act and the " ' 

Model Intensive Grant program --. include express language. ensurnlg "fair 
funding" Jor ,rural areas.' " , 

.' 	 The Crime Bill 's Juvenile Drug Trafficking arid G~g Preven~i(jn Grants " 
contain' specially ,targeted fuflds for grants to combat drug and gang-related 
activity in rund areas. ' , 

.~. . 

. Crime ,Bill's Polley on ,Rural Crime Funding 

• 	 The Crime Bill includes directiveS stipulating that: . 	 . . " 

, / 

~. , 

The Attorney 'General shouldensu~e,that Crime Bill funding pr~grams '; , 

"" are distributed so ,truit rural areas C9ntinue to receive comparable support ", ' 
fol' theil, broad-based crime fighting initiatives;" . , , ' 

* 	 Rural cOIIllIlunities, should' nor receive less' fundiDg than they feeeivedin ' 
fiscal year 1994 for 'anti-crim~initiatives;and' I ' 

. " : ' 

" * - 'To themaxinlllm, extent'possible, funding for the Byrne Formula: Grant 
, Program shoUld be'mamtained at its fiscal year 1994 level.; , , 

i' 

, . 
,'" , 

i 
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Daily Talking Points on Anti-Crime Legislation 

Friday, August 5, 1994 


CRIME BILL STATISTICS: FACT AND FICTION 


• 	 Many recent "studies" and articles about the Crime Bill include statistical claims that are either 
intentionally misleading, or carelessly wrong. In particular, The Heritage Foundation's recent 
"Issue Bulletin" regarding the Crime Bill contained a number of particularly irresponsible 
statements and innuendos, including: 

Fiction: 	 "The Crime Bill will put two new social workers on the street for every new cop it fully 
funds." 

Fact: 	 • The Crime Bill earmarks no' funds for tbe hiring of social workers. The Crime Bill 
does earmark almost $9 billion for hiring or rehiring of community policing officers 
and/or for increases in community policing programs. That money will help put 100,000 
additional cops on the street. 

.. Typical of the inappropriate use of statistics throughout the Heritage Foundation report, 
the report's author acknowledges that he "assumed" that all funds in the Crime Bill 
dedicated to crime prevention programs would be spent to hire social workers in order to 
make the assertion above. 

• In fact, included in the money which the Heritage Foundation "assumed" would be 
used to hire social workers is money to build domestic violence shelters, to hire 
prosecutors, to train judges and police officers, to fund special agents tracking gun
running to gangs, to set up DNA labs, to improve criminal history records, and for 
dozens and dozens of crime preventing functions not carried on by social workers. 

Fiction: 	 The Crime Bill will produce the equivalent of only one new police officer for every police 
department in the country. . 

Fact: 	 • The Crime Bill will add 100,000 police officers to America's police forces. The new 
officers will account for one of every six police officers in the United States. 

• Small cities, like Paducah, KY. which currently has a 70 person police force, would be 
eligible for funding for up to 15 additional police officers under the Crime BilL 

.. Medium size cities, like Columbus, OH. which currently has a 1,400 person police 
force, would be eligible for funding for up to 300 additional police officers under the 
Crime Bill. 	 . 

.. Large cities, like Philadelphia and Los Angeles, with current police forces of over 6000 
police officers would be eligible for more than tOOO additional police officers under the 
Crime·BiIl. 

• 	 Crime Bill critics. particularly those with hidden agendas, will stretch the truth and fudge the 
numbers. We must not lose sight of tbe balanced nature of this bill, providing a sensible 
allocation of resources towards police. punishment and prevention . 

...~ 



I 07/27/94 16: 45' U202· 514 9077 OAG 	 .... -H BRUCE REED l4J 002/002 

Daily Talking Points On Anti-Crime Legislation 
Wednesday, July 27, 1994.' . 

CRIME BILL CONFEREES REACH HOME STRETCH 

• 	 House and Senate conferees made substantial progress yesterday in their efforts 
to reconcile the House and Senate versions of the Crilne Bill, and they are 
meeting again today in anticipation of finalizing the comprehensive anti-crime' 
legislation. ' ' 

• 	 Yesterday, the conferees fqrmally adopted many of the measures that .are 
central to the President's tough and sensible approach to combatting the cr,ime 
and violence that plague our corninunities -- an approach that strikes a balance 
. between more police, swift and certain punishment, and effective prevention. 

• 	 The Senate conferees approved President Clinton's plan to put 100,000 new 
comrimnitypolice officers on America's streets, and House conferees made 
progress toward its adoption. The program, which is at the heart of the' 
President's overall anti-crime strategy, will have an enormous impact, 

. representing an almost twenty percent increase, in the current number of local,' 
police officers nationwide. . . , 

" 	 ' 

• 	 'The Senate conferees also voted to include in the Conference Report a ban on 
semi-automatic assault weapons -- weapons of destruction which are 
increasingly used by drug dealers, gangs and terrorists to out-gun and kill 
police officers. The House conferees will consider this criticalprovision today. 

• . Final action on th~ Conference Report should be achieved later week, and in 
. the coming days the full House and Senate will have the opportunity to pass 
balance4.and effective anti-crime legislation. 



---
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Daily Talking Points On Anti-Crime Legislation 

Tuesday, July 26, 1994 


CRIME BILL CONFERENCE MOVES TOWARD CONCLUSION 


• 	 This afternoon, House and Senate conferees will resume meetings to reconcile the House 
and Senate versions of the Crime Bill -- to give final approval to the Administration's 
comprehensive anti-crime legislation. The Crime Bill is a tough, effective and sensible 
approach that will keep our neighborhoods, our homes and our families and friends safe 
from criminal activity. 

• 	 . President Clinton's anti-crime strategy offers America a balance between more law 
enforcement, certain and appropriately severe punishment, and strenuous efforts to keep 
young people from travelling down the criminal path. 

• 	 The President's plan has already gained broad, bipartisan support from elected officials, 
law enforcement officers, and ordinary American citizens. The conferees should include 
in the final Crime Bill these measures of police, punishment and prevention: 

100,000 Cops 	 Nearly $9 billion to put 100,000 new police officers on America's streets, 
in communities of a1l sizes -- an almost twenty percent increase in the 
current number local police officers patrolling our neighborhoods, 
responding to community concerns, and getting violent criminals off of our 
streets and away from our young people; 

Three Strikes, A "Three Strikes, You're Out" measure aimed at career offenders 

You're Out who repeatedly terrorize our citizens; 


Prisons 	 A grant program to help. states put and keep violent criminals behind bars 
for a long time by giving them resources to create much needed prison 
space and by encouraging them to adopt "truth in sentencing" reforms; 

Drug Courts Drug Courts for those substance-addicted offenders who can, through 
. mandatory court-supervised treatment, lead productive lives; 

Assault Weapons A ban on semiautomatic assault weapons -- the weapons of choice for 
drug dealers, gangs, and terrorists who use these weapons of destruction to 

. out-gun and kill police officers; 

Prevention 	 A balanced crime prevention agenda which steers young people away from 
criminal activity by giving them "something t6 say 'yes'" to, such as the 
President's Youth Employment and Skills ("YES") program, which targets 
job training and job creation efforts for youth and young adults in high 
crime, economically distressed neighborhoods, and the Midnight Sports 

. League, which gives young people a safe, healthy place to go in the 
evenings. 
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Daily Talking Points on Anti-Crime Legislation 

Friday, July 22, 1994 


MAYORS ACROSS AMERICA: 

"PASS THE CRIME BILL" 


• 	 Republican and Democratic mayors, representing communities of all sizes and in all 
regions, have spoken out: America's cities need the Crime Bill. 

• 	 Several provisions of the Crime Bill are particularly critical to mayors' efforts to . 
work with law enforcement agencies and their communities to combat crime and 
violence, including: 

* 	 Nearly $9 billion to put 100,000 new community police officers on the streets 
-- an almost 20 percent increase in the number of local police officers 
nationwide. The President's program is a flexible approach aimed at meeting 
the different crime control needs of individual cities; . 

* . 	 The Local Partnership Act, which authorizes direct payments to qualifying . 
units of local government to fund crime prevention programs; 

The Model Intensive Grant Program, to fund comprehensive crime prevention 
programs in chronic, high-intensity crime areas; and 

* Byrne Grants for existing multi-jurisdictional crime and drug control efforts. 

• 	 Letters to the conferees on Capitol Hill have come from mayors across the country 
and across ideological lines, including prominent Republicans such as: Rudolph 
Giuliani of New York City~ Richard Riordan of Los Angeles; Gregory Lashutka of 
Columbus, OH (President of the National Conference of Republican Mayors and . 
Municipal Elected Officials); and Victor Ashe of Knoxville, TN (President of the 
United States Conference of Mayors). 

• 	 A group of African-American mayors -- from cities such as Seattle, Atlanta, Detroit 
and Newark -- joined to write a letter arguing that we must pass the Crime Bill now: 
tIlt includes too many important provisions: funding that will increase the availability 
of drug treatment, a ban on semi-automatic weapons, a range of crime prevention 
programs that will provide alternatives and real hope to our young people, and the 
ability to hire additional police officers. It also includes provisions that could prevent 
people from turning to crime in the first place and having to face stiff penalties. 
including the death sentence. We cannot afford to lose the opportunities this bill 
provides to the people of our cities. " 
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Daily'Talking Points on Anti-Crime Legislation 
Wednesday, July 20, 1994 

PASS THE CRIME BILL FOR AMERICA'S CHILDREN 

• Across the country, tragic stories .abound of crimes committed by and against young people -
in our schools, on the streets and in children's own homes. ,The Department of Justice issued 
a study this week showing an alanning increase in violent crimes that claim juveniles as 
victims. 

• In 1992, one of every,13 juveniles was a victim of violent crime, cornpared to one, of every 
72 ~du1ts. These kids,aged 12 through 17 were raped, robbed or assauited five times as 
frequently as adults 35 and older, - and at a rate 23 percent higher than five years earlier. 

• Attorney General Janet Reno calJed these statistics disturbing and said "they are compel1ing 
proof that we must get the Crime Bill to President Clinton's desk. One out of thirteen young 
people is a victim ofviolent crime. For America's chi1~ren and for America's future. we 

, need the Crime Bill." ' 

• Yesterday, President Clinton reminded us of children behind the statistics: Polly Klaas, who 
was murdered by a career criminal who kidnapped her from her home in Petaluma, 
California; and nine;.year-old James Darby of New Orleans, who was gunned down nine days 
after sending a letter to the President pleading, ;'1 think somebody might kill me, and I'm 'i 

asking you nicely to~o something about it." The President said, "The names of pony Klaas 
and James Darby and a~1 the others we're going to lose if we don't act - it's time to put all 
our differences aside, to work out the problems we have to work out and pass that crime 
bilL" ' , ., , , 

• . The Crime Bill would help combat violerice against children, with provisions including: 

>I< Putting 100,000 new community police officers on the streets, working with citizens 
to prevent and solve crimes; 

A "Three Strikes and You're Out" life imprisonment provision aimed' at career 
offenders who do the most hartTl to society; 

>I< Grants for victims' services, aggressive prosecutions and the establishnlent of a 
. national domestic violence hotline; . 

Discretionary authority to prosecute hardened young criminals, 13-years-old and, 
above, a~ adults for serious violent offef!Ses; and 

>I< Measures to keep gun~out of the hands of kids, such as the Youth Handgun Safety 
i\.ct, which bans th~ possession of firearms by minors except in limifed circumstances. 

• We can also steer young people away from crime and gangs by giving them "something to 
say yes to": after-school programs, summer youth activities, and employment, sports and 
recreation opportunities. We can bring community groups, law enforcement officials and 
struggling youngs Americans together in an effort to direct kids off the'dangerous streets and 
away from a life ofcrime. ' 
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Daily~Talking Points ,on Anti-Crime Legislation 
'Tuesday, July 19, 1994 

CURBING 'VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN, 

• 	 Outside the U.S. ,Capitol this afternoon, Attorney General Janet Reno was j9ined by , 
Members of Congress comrititted to swift passage of the Crirrle Bill and to curbing the, 

,'sexual ~ild domestic viol~rice that threatens women across America. Speakers ", 
included Senator JosephBid~n, who is the Chair of the Se~te Judiciary ~ommittee ' " 
and the 'author of the Violence Against Women Act, as well as'Representatives 
Charles Schumer, Pat Schroeder and Louise Slaughter, and Senator Barbara Boxer. 

, • '" 	The Violence Against Women Act will increa~e the federal resources ,available to 
combat violence against women, including:, " , 

, 	 ' 

'" 	 Improved law enforcement training in the area of violent crimes against 
women; 

'" 	 Dedicated police and prosecjItion units targeting sexual and: domestic ,violence; , 
. 	 ",' , , ." '/ 

'" 	 Aggressivefmforcement and prosecution in domestic violence cases; 

* ' , Support 'for anti-stalking programs; 
.. 	 .. 

Establishment of a ,national domestic violence hotline; 

, , 
,I 	 Improved victim' assistance services; and '" 

I* 	 State grant programs' to' educate college students about' nipe and violence 
, prevention. . , \ ' 

, I, , 	 , ' 

• '- ather protections of the Violence Against Women Act include more effective federal 
iaws relating to sexhal violence, ~such as higher: perialties', for perpetrators, ' 
strengthened restitution for victims, ap-d extension of the "rape shield law" which 
protects victims from abusive inquiries concerning their private sexual conduct. 

" ' . '" :' ' ,,' , 	 , '/) 

• 	 ' Such 'victim-protection measures :are ,both fair and smart. They're fair because they 
~ddress those situations in which victims' are without redress due to inad(!quate s~ate 

,remedies.' and allow victims, improved ~ccess to fed,eral courts.' ,They're smart 
because they review the defendant's motives in each case, and do not clog federal 

, dockets ,by automatically labelling whole categories o'f offenses as' gender-motivated. 

, I 
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Daily Talking Points on. Anti-Crime/Legislation 

Monday, July 18, 1994' 


"WORKING WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT'TO COMBAT CRIME 

,. " Attorney General Janet Reno met y~sterday in Richmond, Virginia with" 
representatives 'of the N adonal Organization of Black t.aw Enforcement 
Executives (NOaLE) to discuss a shared,anti-crime strategy. of tougher 

" punishment. more police, and effective prevention: She stressed the need for , 
, real cooperation among community leaders, elected officials, 'federal,· state 'and 

local law enforcement officers, and ,ordinary 'citizens. 
'. 	 . 

• 	 Earlier' in the day, the Attorney Genet:aJ~ Congressman Bobby Scott a~d other : . 
COrhmunity leaders to~red Richmond's Gilpin Court housing project,R . 

1 I community where such ,a partnership IS succeeding 'ill the fight ~gainst crime . 
. A, police substation and cops ,on the beat have cut the crime rate since their, ' 
; introduction to the complex six years ago., .' 

• 	 The' Crime Bill,'will s~bstimtially increase the ranks and the cap~bi1ities of . 
police officers across the nation. The Attorney General discussed provisions 

'. that will help law enforcement,work with the cominunity to splve and prevent 
crimes, including: 

* 	 Nearly $9 billion to put 100,000 more police officers on Ameri.ca's 
streets, ensuring t1).atevery community that needs police can receive 
assista~ce; 

A "Three Strikes and You're' Out" Ufe imprisonment provisJon" aimed at 
career criminals who do. the most harm to society; 

" .' 	 f , ' 

, ' 

. '.\ ~. 	 \' , 

* 	 A ban on assault weapons -- the weapons of choice for drug dealers, , 
gangs, and terrorists, who use these weapons of destruction to out-gun 

, and kill police officers; , , 

* 	
, , 

Law Enforcement Scholarships" and the Police Corps program to provide 
police departments ~ith a diverse pool of officer~fwho have the' 
education and skills necessary to maximize their ability'to fight crime; 
and 	 .. ' 

* Grants for computerized automation and other technological ' 
. improvemeIlts in law enforcement, as well as,for an expansion ,of 

training programs for state and local law enforcement officers. 
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Daily Talking, Points op' Anti-Crime Legislation 
Friday" July 15, 1994 ' 

THE TRUTH, ABOUT HONG KONG POLICE 

• 	 Co.ntrary to. so.me reports,' the, President's C~ime Bill do.esno.t o.rder the hiring 
, o.f ,the Ho.ng Ko.ng police fo.rce by the Federal, state o.r local go.vernments to. 
carry out law erifo.rcementfunctions in the UnitedSta~es. 

, " • 	 This claim isa pie~e o.f fictio.n. Neither the Senate no.r H~use versions o.f the, 
crime bill wo.uld requite the hiring o.f Hong Ko.ng po.lice o.fficers, and the 
Administr~tio.n has never suppo.rted o.r end~rsed such a provisio.n.' 

• 	 The facts are: 
, , ' '. I, > , ~.' , " ' .: 

* 	 Republican Senato.r Bill Ro.th o.f Delaware has spo.nso.red a Crime Bill 
pro.visio.n that wo.uld dir~ct the Atto.rney Generai, td prepare a repo.rt" ' 
eXamining the feasibility o.fandproblems reJated to recruiting and hiririg 
fonner Ho.ng'Ko.ng po.lice as Federal.1aw enfo.rcement'agents. The, , 

, provisio.n is based 'o.n the view that, the o.fficers' ,language skills, cultural 
kno.wledge, and investigative experience'rriay help to co.mhat Asian
Americfln o.rganized' crime and. drug trafficking. 

* 	 This provisio.n requires a repo.rt,but it do.es no.t mandate any hiring. 

* 	 If Co.ngress ado.pts the pro.visio.,n, the Administr~tio.n will fully explo.re· 
I the' po.tenti~l co.~tsand benefits ofhiring former Hong' Ko.ng police 

o.ffi~ers 	and the, challenges o.f conducting necessary backgro.Und ' 
inves tigatio.ns. 

'. The President's Crime Bill contains critical pro.po.sals to. co.mbat 'crimiqal 
activity -- induding putting 100,000 tno.re, po.lice o.fficers o.n the street, helping 

, states to. incarcerate mo're vio.lent offenders mo.re effectivelYi and 'intro.duc;hlg 
crime preventio.n .initiatives. The American public should no.t be fo.o.led by the 
effo.rts o.f o.ppo.nents to. divert attentio.n' fro.m the real issues, including the false' 
claim 'that the President's propo.sal wo.uld mandate the hiring of fo.reign po.lice 
o.fficers in Federal law enfo.rcement. " , ' 

I, 
/ 	

\ 
':\ 

, 

'I, ' 
/ I 

http:tigatio.ns
http:explo.re
http:Ho.ng'Ko.ng
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" Daily Talking ~oi~ts .On An~i-~rime'Legislation

I' . 

, Thursday, July 14,1994 

'100,000 NEW COPS ON:THE BEAT WILL MAKE A,DIFFERENC~ 
• • , " . 	 " ' l " 1

• 	 As Attorney General Janet Reno~aid during apress conference this morning, putting 100,000 
police officers onto America's s~reets, engaged in community policing, is at the heart of the ..i 
President's overall anti-crime strategy. It demonstrates that crime fighting is about , . 
punishment and prevention -- and the plan will have an.' enormous impact. ' 

• 	 The Attor~ey Gep.eralexplained that an additional100.000cqpsrepres~nts anearly twe~ty . 
percent increase in the current 504,000 local police officers nationwide. 'The almost $9' 
billion requested' by the President for this' program will enable the Administration to help 
every community in the country that needs and wants assistance to strengthen its' poli~e force 
to improve public safety. ' , 

., 	 Under the President's pian; jurisdiCtions will be able to. r~quest the amount of support for 


.' 

, whatever number of~dditional poli~e officers they actuaHy· need to control, crime effectively-


some may need a ,20% increase, some more, some less, depending upon their individual . 

circumstapces.The President's plan, therefore, is a flexible approach aimed'at meeting the 

different crime control needs of individual jurisdictions'. . 


The plan protects small states by guaranteeing each state a significant minimum-level of 
community policing funding. It also benefits fural areas and cities qf all sizes. For example, " ' 

a.20% increase would mean for::, 'I ' 

Cities rik~Provo, Utah; ~aducah,Kentucky;Florence, South Carolina; arid Bay City, ' * 
Michigan, which now each have h,ave about 70 police off~cers, an additional 15 or . 
,more officers each. ., . ". '. '. . '... '. . 

* 	 Medium to large .cities, like SCLouis; Missouri; Atlanta, Georgia; Columbus, Ohio; 
and Las Vegas, Nevada, ~hich now each have about 1;500 police officers; an 
increase of approximately 300 police officers each. , 

. ' 	 . ... Our nation'S largest cities, r:nore than 1,0QO'new police officers. Philadelphia might . 
'gain an additional 1,200, officers; Los' Angeles, 1,600;, and thic~go, more than 2.400 . 

• 	 . Thousand~ ,of Mayors and Police Chiefs have already, applied for community policing grants 
under the Administration's Polici~g Hiring Supplement Program, and 250 connnunities 

. received grants for 2023 new police officers .. But the demand .is so great that the Justice 
i 	 \ 

Department couldno.t accommodate 9 out of 10 applications d~e to the Supplemental 
'Program's limited funds of$150 million. Pass,ing the Crime Bill can change that -- every' 
comrilunity that needs police can receive help. ' . . 

I 

! 
. \ ;. ' . .

• 	 ,As .the conference is working to ~esolve ,a number of tough issues,' it is important to remember 
,the criticalelerhents of the bill abput which everyone agrees. J'he deployment of 100,000 

, new community police officers will impact crime and life in our neighborhoods for many, 
years to come. ", 

http:07/1i~9415:.14
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. Daily Talking Points OnAnti~Crime:Legislation 
, ' Wednesday, Julyl~,1994, ' 

'PROTECTING, THE RIGHTS OF CRIME VICTIMS 
/' 	 . 

': •., 'Today, Attorney, General Janet Reno met with Victim-Witness , 
Coordinators' from iJ.S. Attorneys Offices across' the nation, gathered in 

, "Arlington,' Virginia to discus$ how the Crime BIll will improve -the ' 
, , protectio? of critrie victims' rights. ," , 

,• 
, , The Crime Bill encourage~' statesld offer, victims the' right .. to be heard i~ ,. , 


sentencing -~ so that victiIps of violent crime will .have the same right ... 
: ,afforded offenders in serit~ncirig ~d parole hearings. 

• 	 Victims would gain ,greatly expand~d restitution rights and, increased, , 

access tovictiI~ counseling 'and other assistance. The Administration

supported Chairmen's Markprqvides such assistance: victims of sexual 


'. 	 I . . 

'" " assault ,will be able to recover lost iIif;ome, and the cost of child care, , 
transportation and other expenses related to.,the investigation and. 
,prosecution of sexual assal;llt offenses., 

• 	 Victims 9f do'mestic violence and, se~ual abuse are further protected under '. 

AdmiriiStration~supp()rted,;Crime, Bill provisions that include:,. ' 


* 	 Creation of a Federai remedy' fQr interstate domestic abuse an9. a 
requirement 'that protective orders issued in on~ state be recognized 
and .enforced . in other states; ,, 	 ' .~ 

I 

* 	 Extension of the Victim Shield Law and other prohibition~ against 
the introduction ot eyidence used to show provocation or invitation 
by a victim ofsexu~l assault; and 

Coverage of the ,cost of' HIV testjng and counselin-g for' v'ictims . of 
, serious sexual assault. ' , 

. • 	 The Crime Bm would extend the'Crime Victirils'. Fund, 'doublIng the fee 
criminals must pay to cover victims' expenses. ' 

! ' 

, I 
" 
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Daily Talldng Poill;ts On Anti-Crime Legislation 
,Monday, July 11, 1994 

, 

BIPARTISAN SUPPORT FOR THE CRIME BILL 
I 

• 	 Today in New York City, Attorney General Janet Reno was joined by Republicans 
and Democrats supporting swift :passage of the Crime Bill. The Attorney General -
along with Govern,Of Mario Cuqmo, House Crime Subcommittee Chairman Charles 
Schumer, Mayor Rudolph Giuli~, Police Commissioner William Bratlon. District 
Attorney Robert Morgal1thau, U.S. Attnrney Mary Jo White, and U.S. 
Representatives Benjamin Gilmah and Carolyn Maloney .- discussed the impact that 
the bill will make on crime tigh~ing in New York and cities across the country, and 
they praised the efforts of a New York City policeman committed to improving his 

. commul1ity. 	 : ' 

• 	 The Attorney General pre~ented Officer Scott Kimmins with a plaque commending for 
his successful efforts combatting: narcotics and crime at the Kenmore Hnte1 itl 
Manhattan. Officer Kimmins prpves that com1l1ullity policing can and does work: by 
fonning a partnership with concerned citizens within his beat, Officer Kimmins was 
able to fight rampant criminal a~tivity.

I 
I 

• 	 The Crime Bi11 will enable the h'i.ring ot' many more cops like Officer Kimlllins -
dedicated to working with communities to prevCllt and solve crimes. Nearly $9 

I 

billion is earmarked to add 100,000 new police officers to America's streets •• that's a 
I 

twenty percent increase in the number of cops patrolling neighborhoods, responding 
to community concerns, and getting cJ:iminals off of the streets. 

, 	 : 

• 	 Adding 100,000 mOre officers t~ the nation's police forces will impact cities large and 
smail. For example a 20% incf98se in: 

-- a city like New York with a police force of 30,000 
could add as many as Q,000 officers; 

,[ 
, 

-. a mid-size city like Salt Lake City, Utah which currently 
employs 353 officers. qould hire up to 70 new cops; 

! 

.- a small city like Smyrna, Georgia with a total police force 
of 78 could receive 15·r1ore officers under the program. 

! 
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, Daily Talking Points On Anti..;Criine J.,egisbltion,·' 
'Wednesday, July 6, 1994'·" ,c , 

CARRYING THE ADMINISTRATIONtS ANTI-CR.lME MESSAGE TO' AMERICA: 
A1TO~Y GENERAL RENOTRAVELS THE coUNTJiy , 

IN SUPPORT .OF THE CRIME BILL 

.' 	,Carrying a message of-less crime iwd violence tlir~ligh more cops, tough' 
,measures and real hope' for America's youth~ Attorney Genera! Janet Reno, . 
takes to the road tOday to build support for a:q.e Administration's Crim~ Bill. 

, Traveling coast-to-coa~t andyi$itingcoIDmunities in several states, the. 
, Attorney General's trip is part of a na~iona1 dfalogue with the American, 
people about how we can reCla.io.l our neighborhoods, parks; streets, and-
schools from crime and violence. ' " . ' 

• 	 "i ' , . ~ " ' . , ' , . 

• 	 .TIle Attorney General begins her trip witP. a stop today in Columbus, Ohio,' 
. I where she will joil,lloca1 residents,oomlnunity leaders, law enforcement' 
, officers. and elected officials'in a show of support for sWift passage of the 

Crime Bill. ' ' ," 

• 	 ' Later Jhis week and early next week, Attorney Gener'a! Reno will travel to 
Texas, Louisiaila, California,Ncw York, and Virginia, and will participate ' 
in events emphasizing the President'5 three~pronged appro~ch LO fighting . 

"crime --police, punishment' arid ,prevention, 

• 	 The trip gives the Attorney General' illl opportullity to leave ,th~, B~ltway a~d' 
interact with citizens who are de81ing day-to~day ,with the problem of cdme, 
and to hear flrst-handwhy localities around the country need, prompt, ' 

, 'immediate and certain action on the Crime BilL' 
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Daily Talking Points On Anti-Crime Legislation 

Tuesday, July 5, 1994 


I 
I 

HELPING AMERICANS TO LIVE "FREE FROM FEAR": 

THE CLINTON ADMINISTRATION'S ANTI-CRIME STRATEGY 


• 	 As the problem of crime continues; to occupy our national attention, a consensus is emerging 
about how best to keep our neighhi:>rhoods. our homes and our families and friends safe from 
criminal activity. That. consensus recognizes that old single-minded approaches aimed at 
Suppl'essing crime won°t work. ! 

• 	 What America needs is an anti-crithe strategy that strikes a balance between more law 
enforcement, certain and appropri~tely severe punishment. and Strenuous effortS to keep 
young people from travelling down the criminal path. 

• 	 President Clinton's anti-crirne legi~lation now before Congress offers America just such It 

strategy. Comprised of three key Components -- police. punishment, and prevention - the 
President's Crime Bill is a tough. effe<:.-tive, and sensible approach tn reducing crime in 
America. ; 

I 

Protecting Our Communities: 100,000 Additiona.l Police Officers on America's Streets. 

• 	 Putting 100,000 police officers onto America's streets is at the heart ofthe :Presidenr.'s overali 
anti-crime strategy. The plan rep~esents a twel1t;y percent increase in the current number local 
police officers nationwide. The near]y $9 billion reque.~ted by the President for this progranl 
will enable the Administration to help every community in the country that needs and wants 
assistance to strengthen it.~ police force to improve public safety. 

• 	 The Republican Crjme Conference Report Alternative, on the other hand t offers less money 
for community poUcing. That me~llS fewer police officers catching criminals, fewer 
pab:olling neighborhoods, fewer building partnerships based on trust with communities, and 
fewer keeping our streetS safe. . 

Protecting Our Law Enforcement. Orti~rs Against POlite--Killing Assault Weapons. 
,I 

• 	 The Clinton Administration anti-dime strategy includes a ban on semiautomatic assault 
weapons - the guns of choice tor :dnlg dealers, gangs, and terrorists - which kill law 
enforcement officers out-gunned by the firepower such weapons produce. It's a measure that 
law enforcement ofticials around.t.he n.ation overwhelmingly support. 

• 	 But don't look for a ban on assaul~ weapons in the Republican Alternative. It has NO ban, 
even though the assault weapons ~an has previously passed both the House" and the Senate. 

I 

Swi rt and Cl'rtain 'Punishment for Violent Crimes. 

o 	 The Administration supports rneas~/res that swiftly punish violent criminals, particularly repeat 
violent offenders. To k.eep those who would prey upon our communities off of the streets, 
the Administration-backed Chainrian's Mark includes: 
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• 	 A "1bree Strikes and YOl.lire Out" life imprisonment provision aimed at career 
offenders who do the most; harm to society; 

• 	 Reinstatement of the Fede~al death penalty for the most heinous of crimes, such as 
killing a Federal law enforpement officer; 

• 	 A state prison gIant progr¥O. which will help states lock up violent offead~rs more 
quickly and efficiently as ..yell as encourage them to improve their criminal justice 
systems by adopting reasonable ntruth in s~ntencing" provisions; 

I 

• 	 Boot camps that provide the 
I 

discipline aDd training necessary to deter young people 
fTom embarking on a life of Clime; and 

I 
I 

:0 	 Discretionary authority to prosecute hardened young criminals, 13-yeacs--01d and 
ahove, as adults for serious violent offenses. 

Prevention Progrllm~ That Work 

• 	 An essential ingredient ot' the Pres~dent's plan is crime prevention. Old approache.~ to 
fighting crime offered the American people a false choice between punishment or prevention. 
This Administration, however, takes a different view. While more police and swift and 
certain punishment are critical to our tight against violence and crime, we must a1so create 
sensib1e and effective preventiun programs that offer the country long-term solutions which 
help break the criminal cycle -- programs that increase youth employment. recreational and 
educational opponunities. . 

• 	 Some of the key prevention progcalns in the Administration's Crime Bill include: 
I 

• 	 The President'S Youth Employment Skills program "Y.E.S.", contained in the Huuse 
Crime Bill. which will pro;vide young pcople with job training and opportunities in 
hard-hit. high-crime areas;; 

• 	 The Gang Resistance Educ~tion and Training program ("G.R.E.A.T. h), already a 
proven success. which helps kids fight the allure of gang member.ship through 
education; 

• 	 The Midnight Sports Program which will provide grants to programs designed to 
prevent youth violence by teaching sportsmanship, teamwork and conflict resolution; 
imd 	 ' 

• 	 Programs to place Boys and Girls Clubs in public housing projectS - which are all too 
often located in high-crime areas -- where they canprovi(le young people with a 
meaningful alternative to gangs, drugs, crime and violence. 

• 	 The RepubJican Alternative, by contrast, allocates less for crime prevention - much less. 
The Repuhlican Alternative gives up on young people, giving them no hOl)e and few 
opportunities to turn away from th~ criminal path. 

2 
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Daily Talking Points On Anti-Crime Legislation 
Wednesday, June 29, 1994 

REDUCING DRUG-RELATED CRIME AND VIOLENCE 
THROUGH THE CRIME BILL 

• Drug-related crim.c and violence is spreading in our cities, towns, schools. and 
neighborhoods. We must act decisively to reclaim our communities from the tragedy thar. 
drug trafficking brings. . 

• President Clinton's anti-crime strategy recognizes the link between drug use and criminal 
activity . That's why the Administration's Crime Bill contains effective anti-drug> 
programs. 

• Various Administration-supported proposals .in lhe Crime Bill offer drug-dependel1t 
criminal offenders an opportunity to beat Iheir addiction and tum away from the criminal 
path. They include: . 

'* Drug Court programs to intensively supervise and treat drug offenders and get 
them rurned around before they commit more serious crimes. Such programs 
include the integrated administration of drug testing. substance abuse treatment, 
potential prosecution or incarceration for non-compliance with program 
requirements. and related program111atic and aftercare services; 

Drug testing of Federal offenders on post-conviction release; 

* Expanded drug treatment for Federal prisoners and increased Sl,pport for state 
correctional drug treatment programs; and 

* Proven and extensive drug prevention and crime prevention programs, such as 
those that will be administered through the Ounce of Prevention Council, that 
target young people and give them something to say "yes" to. 

• The Crime Bill also includes Administrarion-backed pr:ovisions which will assist law 
enforcement in their efforts at fighting dmg tr~fficking, including: 

'* Additional funding to hire more Drug Enforcement Administration agents to curb 
drug trafficking on our streets; 

* $250 million targeted for rural law enforcement grants to reduce drug trafficking 
in rural areas; and 

Increased penalties for drug trafficking in or near schools and public housing. 
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Daily Talking Points On Anti-Crime Legislation 
Tuesday, June 28, 1994 

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO TRAVELS TO 
REP.. DAVID PRICE'S NORTH CAROLINA DISTRICT 

IN SUPPORT OF TIlE CRIME BILL 

• Yesterday, Attorney General Janet Reno travelled to Raleigh, North 
Carolina to promoLe swift Collference action on the Crime Bill. Her visit 
took her to Chavis Heights, where a successful·conununity policing program 
is in full swing, as well as a juvenile restitution program which helps steer 
young people away from the criminal path by enlistin, them in 
nei,hborhood beautification projects. 

• Governor James Hunt, who joined the Attorney General for her brief visit, 
has already initiated a successful, comprehensive youth anti-crime effort 
which includes a model afler-school crime prevention program for students. 
It's the kind of local program that the Crime Bill can bring to connnunities 
around the country. 

• At the Chavis Heights Housing Community> Attorney General Reno heard 
flIst-hand from Congressman David E. Price and Police Chief Mitchell 
Brown how community policing is making a positive difference in the lives 
of residents. Officers build one-on-one relationships with residents by 
walk.ing in the community t talking with neighpors, handing out business 
cards and carrying pagers so that they may be accessible at any time. 

• Through the community policing effort, ChaVIS Heights residents feel as if 
they have their own personal police officer. Moreover, officers attend 
community meetings and work with citizens to solve neighborhood 
problems, and 'citizens are encouraged to help the officers enforce the law.. 
One officer has already solved two hOluicides using tips she received 
through her pager -- tips provided by residents eager to take their 
community back from crime. 

• Passage of the Crime Bill will help other communities like Chavis Heights to 
build partnerships between law enforcement and local citizens by providing 
the nation with 100,000 new police officers on the beat -- an indispensable 
part of the President's balanced anti-crime strategy. 

\ ~oo III ~va CI:tI t6/g~/90 



Daily Talking Points on Anti-Crinle Legislation 

Thursday, June 23, 1994 


ADl\11NISTRATION SUPPORTS CRIME BILL PROVISIONS 

PROTECTING WOMEN FROM VIOLENCE 


• 	 Curbing sexual and domestic violence is a fundamental part of President 
Clinton's balanced strategy to reduce crime in Am~rica. That's why the 
Administration strongly supports the Violence Against Women Acl, a 
critical component of the Crime Bill that will protect women from crimes 
of violence and help the victims of such crimes. 

• 	 The Violence Against Wonlen Act will jncrease the federal resources 
available to combat violence against women, including improved law 
enforcement training in the area of violent crimes ~gainst women, 
dedicated police and prosecution units targeting sexual and domestic 
violence, aggressive enforcement and prosecution in domestic violerice 
cases, support for anti-stalking programs, support fot a national domestic 
violence hotline, and improved victim assistance services. 

I 

• 	 The Violence Against Women Act will also fund ~tate grant programs 
which educate students about rape and violence prevention on college 
campuses. 

• 	 Other protections of the Violence Against Women! Act include more 
effective federal laws relating to sexual violence, such as higher penalties 
for perpetrators, strengthening restinltion for victi~ns, and extension of the 
Itrape shield law" which protects victims from abusive inquiries concerning 
their private sexual conduct. 

• 	 . Such victim-protection measures are both fair and: smart. They·re fair 
because they address those situatio~s in which viCtims are without redress 
due to inadequate state remedies, and allow victims improved access to 
federal courts. They're smart because they do ndl clog federal dockets by 
automatically labelling whole categories of offenses as gender·motivated; 
proof of the perpetrator's animus is a prerequisite, to recovery. 
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Daily Talking Points On Anti-Crime Legislation 
Monday, June 20, 1994 

HELPING AMERICANS LIVE "FREE FROM FEAR": 
PRESIDENT CLINTON AND ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO 

URGE CONFEREES TO PASS TIIE CR1l\1E BILL 

• In an effort to help the American people reclaim their communities from 
the plague of violence, drugs and crime, the President and the Attorney 
General both spent time this weekend urging Congressional conferees to 
take swift action and pass President Clinton's comprehensive Crime Bill. 
Passage of the President's anti-crime legislation is crucial to an effective 
offensive against crime. 

• On Saturday, President Clinton travelled to Chicago where he visited a 
gang-ridden housing project and underscored the need for Congressional 
action on the Crime Bill. The President's balanced anti-crime plan will 
give children the chance to grow up safe and free from fear, give young 
people "something to say 'yes' to," and give families the "chance to live 
in safety." 

• Reiterating the President's message, the Attorney General on Sunday 
spoke to a morning congregation at the Mt. Olive Baptist Church in 
Arlington, Virginia. As Attorney General Reno noted, the focus of the 
President's Crime Bill is helping commul1ities,. both large and small, all 
across the nation. 

• Safer streets, safer schools, real partnerships between local citizens and 
local law enforcement, job opportunities for young, tough punishment for 
career offenders - these can be the reality for America's communities. 
But only with Congress' help. Congressional conferees must act swiftly 
and Congress must pass President C1inton's Crime Bin if America is truly 
to be IIfree from fear." 
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Daily Talking Points On Anti-Crime Legislation 

Thursday, June 16, 1994 


HOUSE AND SENATE CONFEREES BEGlN WORK. 

ON tHE.'CRIME Bll..L 


• 	 ' Today, House and Senate conferees begin meetings to reconcile both the House and Senate 
versions of the Crime Bill 'and to' craft the most comprehensive anti-crime legislation in 
history. Facing theCongressionai conferees is a special opportunity and responsibility: To 
create a Crime Bill that adopts the national consensus now developing about how best to keep 
our neighborhood~) our homes and our fanulies and friends safe from criminal'C1(..1ivity. 

• 	 That consensus recognizes thafoldsingle-mmded approaches aimed at suppressing cdme 

, won't work. Instead, we need a Crime Bill that ~trjkes a balance between more law 

enforcement. certain and appropriately severe punishment, and strenuous efforts to keep 

.young people from travelling down the cdminal path. 

, • President Clinton's antiacrime'strategy offers America just such a Crime Bill. Comprised of 
. three key componentS -- police, punishmem. and prevention -- me President'S Crime Bill is a 
. tough, effective, and sensible approach to reducing crime in America. , 

• 	 As the conferees hammer out the details Crime Bil1.the~ should be sure to 'include those 
elements of the President's p1an which has, already gained broad, bipartisan support from 
elected officials, law entorcement officers, and ordinary American citizens. These measures 
include: ' 	 . 

Nearly $9 billion to put 100.000 new police ,offiters on to America's streets, in 
communities both large and small •• that's a twenty percent increase in the current 
numl;)er local police officers ,patrolling our neighborhood'), responding to community 
concerns. and ge~ing drug dealers and violent criminals off of our streets and' away 
from our young people; . 

A "Three ~trikes.You're Dutq measure aimed at career offenders who repeatedly'" 
terrorize our citizens; 

A granr program which helps states put and keep violent .criminals behind bars tor a 
long time by giving them resoUrces to create muCh needed prison space and by 
encouraging them to adopt "mlth insenteocing- reforms; 

, Reinstating the Pedcral,death penalty for the most heinous:ofoffenses, including the' * 
killing of Federal law enforcement officers; 

Drug Courts for those substance-'addicted offendt?Is who can, through mandatory'*' 
court~supet:'vised treatment. leadprQductive lives;" .' 

, , . 

. A ban on assault weapons .- me weapons of cl1oi~e for, drug deal,ers, gangs, and'" 
terrorists .- which c~ntinucto kill police officers out~gunned.hythe firepower such 
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weapons produce; and 

A balanced crime prevention agenda which steers. young people away from criminal 
- activity by giving them something to say "yest! to, such as the President's Youth
Employment and Skills ("YES") progr~. which targets job training and job creation 

. efforts for youth and young adults in high crime, economically distresseQ . 
. neighborhoods, and the Midnight Sports League, which gives young people a safe, 

healthy place to go in the -evenings. . . 

. ' 

2 
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Daily Talking Points On Anti-,Crime Legisiation 

Monday, June 13, 1994 


" , 

WIIAT THE CRI.M:E BILL REALLY DOES .. 

• 	 Today's Wall Street Journal editorial, "What ·the Crime Bill Does ll 
, tries desperately 

to minimize the bipartisan" compr.ehensive, well-supPorted crime bill by igno~ng 
critical provisions of the bill and distorlingothers. Here are the editorial's fictions 
contrasted with facts about the President's Crime Bill. 

. .. 	 Fiction:' The editorial argues that the bill is primarily an expansion of "OUf social 
welfare programs. .. ' . 

• 	 FACT: The vast majority ofmoney in the President's Crime Bill is spent on two 
anti-crime approaches: 1) putting more police on our streets, and 2) ensuring swift 
and certain punishment of criminal acts. The third approach -- prevention programs 
that we already.know work to help prevent crime in the long-term -- make up roughly 
a third of the total spending. The President's plan is smart, tough, and effective anti
crime legislation, pure and simple. 

• 	 Fiction: The' Crime Bill will do little to get "muggers, drug kingpins, and murderers 
off the street." ' . 

• 	 FACT: On the contrary, most of President, Clinton's comprehensive Crime Bill is 

aimed at curbing violent crime on the. streets llS2lY.~ ):'hat's one reason why Jaw 

enforcement officials across the nation support the Administration' s Crime· Bij1 so 

enthusiastically.' Some of the short-term crtmefighting efforts implemented by the 


, Crime Bill includ~:' 	 , 

Nearly $9 billion earmarked to add 100,000 new police officers to America's 
streets -- that's a twenty percent increase ill the number of cops patrolling 
neighborhoods, responding to community conCerns, and getting criminals off 
of the"streets; 

! . 

* 	 A "Three Strikes and You're Out" lif~ imprisonment provision aimed at career 
offenders' who do the most harm to society; . 

. Additional funds to hire more Drug Enforcement Administration (DBA) agents 
to remove drug kingpins and dnlg dealers from our communities; 

Discretionary authority to prosecute' hardened young criminals. 13-years-old . 
and older, as <adults for serious violent offenses; and 

1 
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* 	 A ban on assault weapons -- the weapons or choice for drug dealers, ,gangs, 
and terrorists -- which continue to kill police officers out-gunned by the ' 
'firepower such weapons produ~~. ' 

• 	 Fiction: The Crime Bill makes it difficult for states; to build more prison, space by 

"sreal[ing] money from the stat~ and thenhand[ing] it back .. : with a host of 

strings attached. If 
 ' 

'. FACT: The President's Crime Bill doesn't steal money from the states: Rather, it ' 
takes the savings from a reduction in the Federal workforce of over 250.000 
employees and uses it to fight crime, pure and simple. Many of those saved dollars' 

,will help states lOCk up violent criminals quickly through a state prison grant 
program. The Administration's plan will provide states with the resources lhey need 
to create additional prison space, as well as encourage them to improve their criminal 
justice systems by adopting, reasonable and flexible "truth in sentencing" provisions 
which ensure that violent criminals do their time behind bars. 

• 	 Fiction: While staling, that the death penalty is "a good thing," the editorial argues 

that $30 billion is "a steep price to pay to getiL." 


, , 

• 	 FACT: Reinstating a workable death penaily is only one component of a 
'comprehensive, bipartisan plan attaclcing crime on a: number of critical t'ronts. We 
already know that old, single-minded approaches don't work~ Simply reinstating the 
death penalty without doing anything else won't redllce crim~. ,We have to do other 
things thatwork -- such as increase,the number of cops on the streets; help states 
build more prison space, and add funds for' more prosecutors -- things that will be 
paid for by the' funds saved Jrom reducing the Federal' workforce over the next five 
years. 

• 	 The President's anti-crime' strategy is a pl~U1 America needs and supports. It strikes 

an effective balance among more law enforcement, certain and appropriately severe 

punishment, and strenuous efforts to keep young people from, travelling down the 

criminal path. All of these things are crucial to our efforts to rectuce crime in our 

country. 


2 
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Daily Talking Points On Anti-Crime, Legislation. 

Wednesday, June 8, 1994. 


PROTECTING THE RIGHTS OF VICTIMS OF CRIME 

• 	 Just as the Presidentt~ comprehensive anti-crime program ensures the 
'. punishment of those who commit crimes, it also remembers crime's victims. 

Strong. pro-victim measures are one of the hallmarks of the Adrninistration
supported Crim~ Bill. . 

• ' The Criine Bill encourages states to empower victims by giving them the right 
, to be heard in sentencing; a victim of a violent crime or sexual abuse would 

have as much voice as an offender in sentencing and parole hem;ings. 

• 	 Victims would gain greatly expanded restitution rights and increased access to 
victim counseling and other assistance. Under Administration-supported 

'provisions of the Senate Crime Bill, restitution for victims of sexual assault 
includes the cost of lost income, child care, transportation and other expenses 

'related to the investigation and prosecution of sexual assault offenses. 

• 	 In addition. victims of gender'-motivated violent crimes Il'lIly seek redress under 
, a new Federal civil rightS remedy in the Senate Crime Bill. Victims of 

domestic violence and sexual abuse are protected under several other 
Administration-supported Senate Crime Bill provisions, including: 

* 	 ~reation of a Federal remedy for intex:state domestic abuse and a. 
requirement that protective orders issued 'in one state ~re recognized and 
enforced 'in other srates; 

" 

Extension of the Victim Shield Law and other prohibitions against the * 
introduction of evidence to show provocation or invitation by a victim of , 
sexual assault; and ' 

* 	 Coverage of the cost of HIV testing and counseling for victims of serious 
sexual assault. 



Daily Talking ·Points On Anti-Crime Legislation 

Thursday, June 2, 1994 


CURBING YOUTH VIOLENCE 

• 	 One of the most disturbing trends ill recent years is the increasing 
. incidence of crime committed by young Americans. Often, that crime 
involves young people victimizing each other. 

• 	. The President's comprehensive anti-crime plan addresses the particular' 
challenge that youthful offenders face by combining swift and certain 
punishment with crime prevention programs that work. 

• 	 The Administration's strelluous efforts to divert young people from 
travelling down the criminal path include smart incarceration programs 
and tough alternative approaches, such as:: 

* 	 Boot camps that provide the discipline and training necessary to 
deter young people from embarking on a life of crime; 

. 	 . 

* 	 Discretionary authority to prosecute hardened young crimi~als, 
I3-years-old and above,· as adults for serious violent offenses; 
and 

Measures to keep ·guns out. of the hands of kids, such as the* 
Youth Handgun Safety Act, which bans selling handguns to 
minors or the possession of firear:rp.s by minors except in limited, 
authorized circumstances. . 

• 	 The Administration's anti-crime plan also challenges House and Senate 
conferees·to create a Crime Bill that .willlielp steer young people away 
from crime and drugs and give.them instead something to say "yes" to . 
-- programs that give our youth real opportunities for employment, 
education and n~creation. . 
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Daily Talking Points On Anti-Crime Legislation 
',Wednesday, June 1, 1994 

FIGIITING DRUGS THROUGH THE CRIME BILL 

• 	 The President's anti-crime strategy recognizes that there is a clear link between 
drug use and criminal activity., A major component of the Administration's 
anti-crime effort, therefore, i~ devoted Lo brealdng the chain between drugs and 
crime. 

-Various Administration-supported proposals in the'Crime Bill offer drug.;. " 
dependent criminal offenders an opportunity to ,beat their addiction. They 
include: 

... 	 Drug Court programs to intensively supervise and treat drug offenders 
and get them turned arollnd before they commit more seriolls crimes, 
including the integrated administration of drug testing; substance abuse 
treatment. potential prosecution or incarceration for non-compliance with 
program requirements, and related programmatic and aftercare services; 

... 	 Drug testing' of Federal offenders on post-conviction release; 

... 	 Expanded' drug treatment for Federal prisoners and increased support for' 
state correctional drug treatment programs; and 

... 	 Proven and extensive drug prevention and crime prevention programs, 
such as those administered throughtbe Ounce of Prevention Council, that, 
target. young people and give them something to say "yes" ,to. 

o 	 In addition, the Crime Bill also includes Admiriistration-backed provisions 
. which assist law enforcement in their efforts at fighting drug traffic. Among 
these proposals are: . 

'* 	 Additional fundi ng to hire more Drug Enforcement Administration agents 
to curb drug trafficking on our streets; , 

$250 million targeled for rural law enforcement grants to reduce drug 
trafficking in rural areas; and 

Increased penalties for drug trafficking in or near schools and public 
housing. . 	 . 

6£n 9'[9 ZOZQ, t6/,[0/90£00 III 	 ~V<I 6t:£,[ 



Daily Talking . Points On Anti~Crlme Legislation 
. Tuesday; May 31, 1994 . 

. THE CLINTON ADMINISTMTION'S PLAN 
. TO FIGHT RURAL CRIME. 

• 	 As. pa~t of it's comprehensive attack on cri~e in America, the, 
. Administration-backed Crime Bill ensures that small towns and rural 
areas are not left out when it comes to anti-crime efforts. 
.. 	 . 

• .. Several elements of the Administration's Crime Bill increase the . . . 
resources available to reduce rural cr..ime. They include: 

Putting 100,000 police officers into Community PoliCing efforts, 
developing partnerships with rural and small towns to create safer 
communities ... Special provisions in the House Crime Bill target up 
to 50% of resource allocations for rural areas. . 

* 	 Reducing the amount of drug trafficking in rural areas by 
authorizing additional funds for drug ~nforcement assistance to 
rural state and local law enforcement. 

* 	 Developing locally-based strategies· and providing additional 
resources which target gang-related and violent crime through the 
.Administration's new Anti-Violent, Crime Initiative, which 
combines the best efforts of federal, state and lo~al law 
enforcement agencies to reduce crime:. 

* 	 Drug Free Truck Stops and Safety Rest Areas in the Senate' Crime 
Bill, which enhance the penalties for distributiDg drugs within . 
1,000 feet of a truck stop or roadside rest area .. 

* .. Senate Crime Bill provisions·· redoubling efforts to reduce rural 
domestic violence and child abuse through state and local 

. ' goveqlment grants expanding the investigation and prosecution of 
domestic violence and child abuse cases, providing treatment and 
counseling to victims t and developing education and prevention 
strategies. 
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Daily 'Talking Points on Anti-Crime Legislation 
May 26, 1994 

. . . ADMINISTRATION-SUPPORTED > 

IMMIGRATION PROVISIONS IN THE CRIME BILL: 
AN AGENDA FOR CHANGE 

• The Administration has a fair and forceful immigration policy. Our plan will 
regain control of oUr borders, revitalize and modernize the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service. and encourage legal immigrants to tum in their green 
cards in exchange for United States Citizenship. To accomplish these goals. 
the Administration needs to improve the tools we use to enforce oui 
immigration laws. 

• . The Crime Bill contains a number of key provisions to strengthen immigration 
enforcement measures llnd to provide the funding necessary to meet the unique 
law enforcement challenges illegal immigration poses. 

• 
~....... . 

It is essential that we have adequate resources to enforce our immigration laws. 
The Immigration and Naturalization Service "has' watched its resources dwindle 
and its equipment grow old at the same time that the number of illegal 
immigrants. crossing our borders bas multiplied. The House and Senate Crime 
bills will help change that. ,Both bills authorize appropriations to improve 
border controls, refonn our asylum system, expeditiously deporting criminal 
aliens and to effectively track and identify cririuna! aliens. 

• The Crime Bill 'also contains· a number of provisions that assist states 
particularly burdened by the problem of illegal immigration and strengthen our 
immigration laws to assure that violators will be punished and will be promptly 
deported from the U.S. These include the following: ' 

* Funding to reimburse states for the costs of incarcerating criminal aliens; 

Increases in the criminal penaltie$ for visa and passport document fraud 
and for alien smuggling; . 

Streamlined deportation for aliens who commit serious crimes; and 

* Self-PetitiQning for' Abused Alien Spouses, which allows certain battered 
aJien spouses to obtain legal immigration status in the U.S. 
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.. Daily Talking Points on Anti-Crime Legislation 
Wednesday, May 25, 1994 

, 

WHY LAW ENFORCEMENT NEEDS 

THE PRESIDENT'S CRIl\fE BILL 


• 	 President Clinton's comprehensIve anti-crime strategy is not only supported by 
citizens nationwide;, it also enjoys the baclcingof law enforcement. Why? 
Because the Presidekt's Crime Bill gives law enf,?rcement officials the tools they . 
need to do their job effectively. 

, . 

• 	 It"s up to Congressional conferees to adopt the President's plan and ensure that the 
Crime Bill emerging. from Conference conm,ins provisions which give law 
enforcement the assistance they need and deserVe. Among the provisions 
supported by_the Administration which help law enforcement the most are: 

* 	 Nearly $9 billion to put 100,000 more police officers on. America's streets, 
ensuring that every .conununity that needs police can receive assistance; 

* 	 Additional funding to hire more Drug Enforcemeilt Administration (DEA) 
agents to curb drug ~cldng on our streets; 

* 	 Restoration ora workable, constitutional. death penalty for the .mos[ heinous 
crimes, such as killing a federal law enforcement officer; 

* 	 A.ban on assault weapons --·the weapons of choice; for drug dealers, gangs, 
and terrorists - which continue to kill police officers out·gunned by the' 
firepower such weapons produce; . 

.. Funds to hire more prosecutors for gang prosecutions, as well as the 
support staff and resources new prosecutors require; 

Additional funds for law enforcement components and functipDs of the 
Treasury Department to help meet their increased law enforcement 
responsibiliti.es; 

* 	 law Enforcement Scholarships and the Police Corps program to provide 
police departments with officers who have the education and skills 
necessary to maXimize their ability to fight crime; and.. 	 . 

* 	 Grants for computerized automation and other. technological improvements 
in law enforcement, as well as for an expansion of federal training . 
programs for state and local law enforcement officers. 

"". 
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Daily Talking Points on Anti-Crime Legislation 

Tuesday,May 24, 1994 


PROTECTING AGAINST GENDER-MOTIV ATEDVIOLENCE 

• 	 Protecting women against gender-motivated violence and improving 
restitution to victims of such crime is part of the President's overall, 
anti-crime strategy. Conferees from both Houses have the opportunity 
to ensure that the Crime Bill includes a ',strong Violence Against Women 
provision, one which creates a federal cause of action for violence 
perpetrated against an individual because of their gender.' 

• 	 Under the Administration-backed Violence Agrunst Women proposal 
currently in the Senate bill, victims of a felony crime of violence may 
bring a civil' suit for damages or equitable relief in federal or state court, 
provided that the crime they suffered was committed because of gender 
and due, at least inpart, to animus based on·the victim's gender. 

• 	 The proposal wOllid also create llew federal offenses which protect, 
victims of gender-motiv~ted violcncc, such as fleeing across state lines 
in violation of a stay away or protection order. . 

• 	 Such victim-protection measures are both fair and SInart. They're fair 
because they address those situations ill which ViCtill1.S are Without 
redress due to inadequate state. remedies, and allow victims improved 
access to federal courts. They're smart because they do not clog federal 
dockets by automatically labelling whole categories of offenses as 
gender-motivated; proof of the perpetrator's animus isa prerequisite to 
re,covery. . 

• 	 Also supported by the Administration are Violence Against Women 
grant programs aimed at reducing and preventing violence against 
women through state grants expanding and'strengthening victim services 
,and programs, funds to train law' enforcement officers to more 

. effectively identify and respolld to violent crimes against women, and 
resources to prevent rape and violence on college campuses through 
educatioIi. 
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Daily Talking Points On Anti..Crime Legislation 

Monday, May 23, 1994 


CONGRESSIONAL CONFEREES PREPARE TO HAMMER OUT 

DETAILS OF THE CRIME BILL 


• 	 Now that both HQuses of Congress havc passed versions of the Crime Hm. House and Senate 
conferees prepare to work out the details. Facing the Congressional conferees is a special 
opportunity and responsibility: To create a Crime Bill that adopts the national consensus now 
developing about how best to keep our neighborhoods, our homes and our families and 
friends safe from criminal a(..1ivity. 

• That. consensus recognizes that old singlc-minded approaches aimed at suppressing (..Time 
won't work. Instead, we need a Crime Bill that strikes a balance between more law 
enforcement, certain and appropriately severe pUl1ishment, and strenuous efforts to keep 
young people from travelling down the criminal path. 

/ 

• 	 President Clinton's anti-crime litrategy offers America just such a Cr.ime Bill. Comprised of 
three key components - police, pUl1ishm~tp and 'prevention •• the President's Crime Bill is a 
tough, effective, and sensible approach to reducing crime in America. 

• 	 The Crime Bill eillerging from the Conference should include these key elements of the 
President's plan: 

Efforts to put 100,000 police ·officers onto America's streets, a twenty percent 
increa.~e in the current number local police officers nationwide. The nearly $9 billion 
requested by the President for this program will enable the Administration to help 
every community in the country that needs and wants assistance to strfomgtlien its 
police force to improve public safety; 

A "Three Strikes You"re Out" measure aimed lit repeat offenders; 

,., 	 A grant program which helps states put and keep violent criminals behind bars for a 
long time by giving them resources to create much needed prison space and by 
encouraging them to adoi'lt "truth in sentencing" reforms; 

* 	 Restoration of an enforceable federal death penalty for the most heinous of offenses, 
including the killing of federal law enforcement officers; 

A balanced crime prevention agenda which gives young people something to say "yes" 
to, such as the Youth Employment and Skills program, after school community youth 
services, Boys and Girls club!!, Midnight Sports, Police Corps and Law Entbrcement 
Scholarships. and other crime prevention programs that enhance the employment, 
eUucational and recreational opportunities of youth; 

Measures aimed at stopping violence against women. 
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Daily Talking Points On Anti-Crime Legislation 
Friday,.May 20, 1994 . 

ATT9RNEY GENERAL' RENO VISITS ' 
. NEW YORK CITY BEACON SCHOOL 

• 	 Emphasizing the difference that school-based community centers ~an 
make in young lives, Attorney General Reno joined scores of young 
people last night and kicked-off the "Peace Makers Tournament." A 
four-week, '3-on-3 midnight basketball tournament, the· program is 
designed to prevent youth, violence by. teaching sportsmanship, 
teamwork and conflict resolution. . 

• 	 The "Peace Makers Tournament" will involve approximately 120 
young people between ages of 12 and 18 and will be held at P. S ~ 194, 
a Beacon school facility located in an area plagued with violent and 
drug-related crime. By offering evening activities to young people in 
the communitys.P.S. 194 is a safe haven for many kids, helping them 
to stay off the streets and out of trouble. ' 

• 	 The Attorney General's visit underscores the challenge' now facing' ' 
Congressional conferees: To pass a Crime Bill which fights crime and 
saves lives by funding prevention programs for at-risk youth. Such 
programs are an essential ingredient of the President's balanced anti
crime legislation . 

.. 

I 
I 

I ' 
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Daily Talking Points On Anti-Crime Legislation 

Thursday, May 19, 1994 


ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO TRAVELS TO pH1LADEL~mA 


IN SUPPORT OF THE CRIME BaL 


• 	 Today, Attorney General Janet Reno travels to Philadelphia to promote 
swift· Conference action on the Crime Bill .. She will visit a southwest 
Philadelphia neighborhood and a police miDi-station to talk with 
residents and law enforcement officials about local commullity policing' 

. efforts. 

• 	 The Philadelphia Police Department is implementillg a community 
policing strategy with 14 additional officers, hired with a $1 million 
grant from the Bureau of Justice Assistance. Police mini-stations i'n 
various neighborhoods and business districts ,around the southwest area 
have already enjoyed community support. Such mini-stations -- now 
staffed with more officers -- will continue to help local citizens protect 
and revitalize their neighborhoods. . 

, 

• . . 	 . Passage of the Crime Bill will help other jurisdictions around the 
, country build partnerships between law' enforcement and local citizens . 

by providing the nation with 100,000 new police officers. These 
officers will help departments establish effective conununity policing 

. programs -- at'). indispensable part of the President's balanced anti-crime 
strategy. 
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Daily Talking Points 011 Anti-Crime Legislation 
Wednesday, May 18, 1994 

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO VISITS 
AFTERSCHOOL PREVENTION PROGRAM 

• Highlighting the difference afterschool prevention programs can make in 
the lives of young Americans, Attorney General Reno yesterday visited a 
local Boys and Girls Club at the Montana Terrace Public Housing 
Project. 

• Joined by young program participants, the Attorney Gelleral heard first
hand how the Boys and. Girls Club serves the more than 500 kids who 
live in the housing developme11t, as well as young people living in 
adjacent public housing and low-income communities of Northeast 
WashingtOll, D.C. 

•. . Montana· Terrace is one of the District's most higb-risk areas due to the 
violent and drug-related crime plaguing the neighborhood. The Boys and 
Girls Club at Montana Terrace offers young people an afterschool haven 
by providing them with a variety of prpgrams from tutoring to dance to 
classes about abstinence from drugs and sex. Through these and other 
activities, young people are given an alternative to life on the streets -- an 
alternative which can save lives. 

• Providing much-needed funds for programs like .Montana Terrace's Boys 
and Girls Club is part of the President's sensible and balanced approach 
to fighting crime .. It's a strategy that recognizes that in addition to 
enhanced law enforcement and certain, swift punishment, real crime 
reduction requires strenuous efforts to keep young people from travelling 
down the criminal path. 

The Crime Bill now in Conference offers the Congress an opportunity to 
help steer young people away from crime and drugs and give them 
instead, as the President often says, "something to say 'yes' to. II 
Congress must not lose this chance. 

~oo III 
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Daily Talking Points On Anti~Crime Legislation ' 
, Tuesday, May 17, 1994 

ATIORNEY GENERAL RENO TESTIF1ES BEFORE 
TIlE SENATE LABOR CO:MMITTEE ON 
CRIME BILL PREVENTION PROGRAMS' 

• 	 Today, Attomey Janet Reno will testify before members of the Senate Labor and 
Human Resources Committee on one of the key elements in the President's anti-crime 

. '. .. strategy: workable and effective prevention programs. 
, 

• 	 The Attorney Generar s testimony draws upon her oy;n experience of the last few 
months, when she travelled across the country and spoke with private citizens, public 
officials, and members of law enforcement. She has witnessed the development of a 
broad consensus on the problem of crime --one which says that any successful anti
crime erfod requi.re.~ a sensible balance between law enforcement t certain and 
appropriately severe punishment, and strenuous efforts to keep young people 'from 
travelling down the criminal path. . ' 

• 	 The key components of the President's anti-crime program are police, punishment t 

and prevention. Yet, as Attomey General Reno points, out in her ,testimony, there is a 
special opportunity, - and responsibiHty -- facing Congressional Conferees: to create 
,a Crime Bill that will help steer young people away from crime and drogs and give 
them instead, as the President often says, "something to say 'yes' to. II 

• 	 Through this Crime Bill, Congress can break ihe ~yc1e ofViolence by developing 
, crime prevention programs for young Americans that work -- programs that increase 
, youth employment, recreat;onal and educational opportunities. 

• 	 Some of the key prevention programs in the Crime Bill that the Attorney General will 
highlight include:' , 

* 	 The President's Youth Employment Skills program "Y.E.S.". contained in the' 
House Crime Bill, which will provide young people with job training and \york 

, opportunities in hard-hit, high-crime areas; 

* 	 The Ounce of Prevention Council and programs, in both the House and Senate 
bills; which, with some adjustment, can provide the vehicle for effectively 
coordinating and ;ntegrating, the delivery of the federal government's new 
youth development and youth oriented crime prevention initiatives; 

http:requi.re


The Police Partnerships for Children program, in both versions of the Crime 
Bill, which will encourage police officers to become involved with children 
and family services agencies to divert at risk children; 

* 	 Drug Court programs which will support intensive court supervision of drug 
dependent defendants to provide the carrot-and-stick approach that can help, , 
them beat their addiction; and ' 

The Gang Resistance Education and Training program ("G.R.E.A.T. "), 
already a proven success, which win help kids fight the ,allure of gang, 
membership. " 	 ' 
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Daily Talking Points On Anti-Crime Legislation 

Monday, May 16, 1994 


PRESIDENT CLINTON MOVES CLOSER TO PUTTING 
100,000 POLICE OFFICERS ON AMERICA'S STREETS 

• 	 President Clinton last week made another imponant downpayment on 
his promise to deliver 100,000 police officers to the communi~es of 
America. Last Thursday, the President announced the final round of 
Police Hiring Supplement grants to conununities around the country. 
The 142 law enforcement grants, distributed through a competitive 
program, comprise about $74 million and will put 1,001 cops" on our 
streets. 

• 	 Overall, 250 police departments, sheriffs' departments, and other law 
enforcement agencies received police hiring grants· totalling $150 
million. These grants are being used to hire over 2,000 police officers 
and will enable the American people to become partners with law 
enforcement to help end the crime and violelit plaguing their 
neighborhoods. 

• 	 Across the nation, city and county officials, law enforcement officers, 
and ordinary citizens recognize the need to hire more police officers. 
As a result, the response to the Police Hiring Supplement program has 
been overwhelming. Unfortunately, this grant program has only 
enough money to fund fewer than one in ten of the nearly 3,000 
applicants who applied. 

• 	 Passing the Crime Bill can change that, because with nearly $9 billion 
appropriated for hiring new police officers, every community that 
needs police can receive help. 

i!OO[P] 
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Daily Talking PoilltsOn Anti-Clime Legislation 

Friday, May 13, 1994 


WHY REGIONAL PRISONS WON'T WORK 

• 	 Around the country, states are being forced to prematurely release violent criminals 
from prison due to lack of space. The Clinton Administration is committed to halting 
this trend by making it easier for states to get .violent offenders off the streets quickly 
and efficientlv and to .keep such criminals locked up for a long time. The 
Administration-backed state prison grant program would accomplish these objectives by 
providing assistance directly to states. enabling them to expand their correctional 
capacity. 

. • 	 By contrast, the Regional Prhions proposal in the Senate Crime Bill sounds tough on 
crime but really isn't. For example: 

Building and opening ten, federally-administered regional prisons would take ~ 
long time. As a result, states would not be able to benefit from additional prison 
space for at least several years. That means more violent criminals on out 

. streets for a longer period of time..On the other hand, the prison grant program 
supported by the Administration would facilitate states' ability to bring new 
prison space on-line quickly t because it allows both for the new construction and 
the expansion of existing correctional facHities. 

* 	 Moreover. many states have existing prison space that can be immediately 
activated, but are unable to fill this space because of sparse resources. Over 
15,000 state prison heds cannot be filled because states lack the necessary 
operating capital. The Regional Prisons proposal does nothing to help those 
states fin their existing space, while the Administration-supported state prison 
grant program will assist such states in meeting their operational needs. 

* 	 In addition. the Regional Prisons proposal is inefficient. It involves a massive 
and uncontrolled expenditure of precious crime-fighting dollars. The state prison 
grant program, however, will lock up more violent criminals much more quickly 
and at a much lower cost. Allowing slates to administer their own correctional 
systems for their own prisoners is far more efficient than deeply involving the 
federal government in a cumbersome, costly, time-consunling' and marginally 
beneficial venture of building and running big regional prisons. ' 

* 	 Finally. operating a federally-administered regional prisons system is fraught 
with difficulties. Differences in state correctional policies and the difficulties 
and risks of transporting inmates to and from centralized tederal facilities make 
the administration and safe optmltion of a regional prison system extraordinarily 
difficult and expensive. 
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Daily Talking Points On Anti-Crime Legislation' 

Thursday, May 12, 1994 


ENHANCING LAW ENFORCEMENT'S ABILITY 

TO FIGIIT CR.Il\m 


The Clint.on Administration's Crime Bill is a blueprint for .the effective reduction of crime 
. in both theshon- and long-term. Pan and parcel to the bill are specific authorization. 
request.~ that will give law enforcement {he re.~ources it needs tQ successfully implement the 
President's comprehensive anti-crime plan. Crime Bill authorizations supported by the . 
Administration include:· 

Neady $9 billion to put an' additional 100,000 local pOlice officers·on the nation's * 
street -- a lYLe,nty percent incre::lse in the current number of local cops nationwide; 

* 	 Funds to hire more prosecutors for gang prosecutions, as well as the support staff 
and resources new Pl'osecutors require; 

Additional funding to hire more Drug ,Enforcement Administration (DEA) agents to 
curb drug ti'afficking on our stree,ts; .. 
." 	 . 

'" 	 Additional fundS for law enforcemeotcomponents and functions of the Treasury' 
Department to help meet their increased law enforcement responsibilities; , 

* 	 $250 million targeted for rUl;al law enforce~ent grants to reduce drug trafficking in 
rural areas; 

A comprehensive grant program with: increased funding for criminal justice and law 
enforcement assistance in sexual and domestic violence cases; 

* 	 $300 million in incre.ased judiciary' funding for effective crime bill implementation; 

Grants administered through the 'Gangs and Juveniles programs to local prosecutors . 
who are trying to deal wilh the serious and growing problem of juvenile violence; 

. . 

* 	 $3 billion for state gran£sto construct prisons, build boot camps, and otherwise 
e::a:pand their capacity to ensure that criminals do their time; 

Authority necessary to increase the number of Border Patrol agenLc; by 6,000 over 
the next five years; and 

Grants 	for computerized automation and other technological improvements in law 
enforcement, as well as for an expansion of federal training programs for state and' 
local law enforcement officers. ' 
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Daily Talldng Points On Anti-Crime Legislation 

Wednesday, May 11, 1994 


THE CLINTON ADMINISTRATIOI'i CRIME BILL: 

TOUGH AND SMART PUNISHMENT OF VIOLENT CRIME 


• 	 Critical to the effectivelless of the President's anti-crime strategy is a Crime Bill complete 
with punishment provisions aimed at curbing violent crime on the streets right nowo The 
Administration-supported Crime Bill contains an array pC effective punishment solutions 
which will aid in reducing crime in the short term. 

• 	 Swift and Certain Punishment COl' Violent Crimes., 

The Administration supports measures that swiftly punish violent criminals, particularly 
regeat violent offenders. To keep those who would prey upon OUf communities off of the 
streets. the Crime Bill thal emerges from Conference should include: 

* 	 The President's "Three Strikes and You're Out" life imprisonment provision, 
which is aimed at those career violent offenders who do dle most harm to society; 
and 

Reinstatement of the Federal death penalty for the most heinous of crimes; such as 
kiIling a Federal law enforcement officer. 

• 	 Helping States Keep Violent Criminals Behind Bars. 

The President is comn"litted to helping states keep violent criminals behind bars by 
providing them with the resources they need to create additional prison space. The final 
version of the Cr.ime Bill should include the Administration·backed prison grant program 
which will help states lock up violent offenders quickly and efficiently as wen as 
encourage them to improve their criminal justice systems by adopting reasonable "truth in 
sentencing" provisions. 

• 	 Smart 311d Tougb Approaches to Youth Cloime and Violence. 

The increasing incidence of crime committed by juveniles has led the President to propose 
proven and extenlSive drug and crime prevention pl"ograms~ giving young people 
something to say "yes" to. In addition. the Administration supports Sluart incarceration 
programs and tough alternative approaches. such as: 

Boot camps that provide the discipline and training necessary to deter young '" 
people from embarking on a life of crime; and 

Discretionary authority to prosecute hardened young criminals, 13-years-old and * 
above, 	as adults for sedous violent offenses. 
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Daily Talking Points On Anti-Crime Legislation 

Tuesday, May 10, 1994 


THE CLINTON AD:MINISTRATION SUPPORTS 

IIELPING STATES KEEP VIOLENT CRIMINALS BEHlND BARS 


• 	 The Administration is committed (0 helping states that are struggling to keep violent 
criminals and criminal aliens from being released prematurely because of 
overcrowding. While the Federal Government builds enough prisons and detention 
facilities to insure that federal inmates are not released early for lack of space, many 
states are forced to release criminals routinely due to space limitations. 

• 	 States must also contend with severely shrinking resources. There ate currently over 
15,000 state prison beds which cannot be filled because states lack the necessary 
operating capitaL The safety of our citizens depends upon states beiIlg able to keep 
violent criminals behind bars to do their time. ' 

• 	 Both the Senate and House versions of the Crime Bill provide funds to help states 
lock up violent offenders quickly and efficiently. The best way to accomplish this 
objective and make our streets safer is by providing assistance to state correctional 
and detention systems at a level which approximateS that contained in the Senate 
Crime Bill -- $6.5 billion. Such funding, when made available to the states on a 
discretionary basis, will allow states to build and operate appropriate facilities for 
housing serious drug and violent offenders •• including boot camps, prisons, jails, and 
community detention facilities. 

• 	 Moreover, the Administration believes that the pris~>n grant progranl should also be 
used to encourage states to adopt "truth in sentencing" policies and other criminal 
justice system improvements to insure that violent criminals remain locked up for a. 
long time. 

• 	 Towards that end, the Administration supports the concept behind C~ngressman 
Chapman's (D-TX) "truth in sentencing" provision in the House Crime Bill. which 
aims to restore the credibility of our criminal sentencing system by ~nsuring that 
violent inmates serve their time. This approach is more effective than the Senate 
Crime Bill's Regional Prisons alternative - a proposal that is inefficient, unduly 
expensive, and will fail to get violent criminals off of the streets quickly. 

• 	 Locking up the largest number of violent offenders and criminal aliens, as quickly as 
possible, at the lowest possible cost: this is the Administration's objective in seeking 
a Crime Bill that combines the best of both the Senate and House proposals -- the 
prison grant programs authored by Senator Biden (D-DE) and Congressman Hughes 
(D-NJ), coupled with reasonable "truth in sentencing" provisions. 



Daily Talking Points On Anti-Crime Legislation 

Friday, May 6, 1994 


PRESIDENT CLINTON VICTORIOUS AS 

HOUSE PASSES ASSAULT WEAPONS BAN 


Standing with the law enforcement community, the vast majority of 
American citizens, and the. national interest, the House 'of 
Representatives yesterday voted .216 to 214 to pass Administration
backed legislation banning the future manufacture of semiautomatic 
assault weapons. 	 . 

Led by Rep. Charles Schumer (D-NY), House supporters of the ban 
were . able to reverse" momentum against the .legislation and produce a 
victory. 

Also instru·mental in persuading House members to support the 
legislative ban was the persistent leadership of President Clinton and 
members of his Cabinet, led by Attorney General Reno and Treasury 
Secretary Bentsen. 

o 	 The bipartisan anti-crime vote is a triumph for every ~merican who 
desires safe streets, and particularly for those who know first-hand the 
tragedy that semiautomatic assault weapons can cause. Parents who've 
lost children, individuals who've lost spouses. police officers who've 
lost partners ..,- all ,know that taking assault weapons off of the streets 
and out of the hands of violent criminals means saving .lives. 

o 	 The House members who supported this legislation, as President 
Clinton noted right after the historic vote, If demonstrated extraordinary 
courage in the face of extraordinary political pressure to walk away. " 

As part of a larger, comprehensive Administration anti:"'crime strategy, 
the House's action brings the nation closer towards controlling violent 
crime on America's streets. 



Daily Talking Points On Anti-Crime Legislation 

Thursday, May S, 1994 


HOUSE TO VOTE ON CRITICAL ANTI ...CRIl'dE. LEGISLATION 

• 	 Today, the House votes on a crucial piece of crime control legislation: a 
ban on semiautomatic assault weapons. A victory in the House today will 
mean safer streets and saved lives. 

• 	 Every year, semiautomatic assault weapons kill children, spouses, parents, 
and police officers. They are the weapons of choice for violent criminals. 
Designed for battlefield combat, assault. weapons have no place on our 
streets, in our neighborhoods or on our ·schoolyards. 

•. 	 Among the ban's staunchest supporters are law enforcement officials ... men 
and women who put their lives on the line day in and day out to keep our 
com."l1unities safe. Opponents of the ban cannot expect these brave 
individuals to risk their lives in the fight against crime, yet deny them the 
help they desperately need. 

• 	 The legislative ban supported by the Administration is carefully crafted to 
specifically safeguard hunter's rights. In fact, OYer 650 huntin& and 
recreational guns -- including 60 semiautomatic rifles ..- are explicitly 
exempted from the ban. 

.. 	 Moreover, not all semiautomatic firearms are covered by the ban; only 
semiautomatic assault weapons -- weapons designed for military combat ... 
are prohibited. 

House members must decide today whether to stand with the overwhelming 
majority of their constituents and the law enforcement cOmInunity, or to vote 
the way the gun lobby wants them to vote.. Th.osewho choose to stand with 
the American people and with law enforcement will be making their voices 
heard in the fight against crime. . 

; 
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Daily Talking PointS On Anti-Crime Legislation 

Wednesday, May 4,·1994 


THE ASSAULT WEAPONS BAN: 
A VOTE FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT, A VOTE AGAINST CRIME· 

Thursday's House of Representatives vote on legislation to ban semiautomatic 
assault weapons is not about controllirig guns; iCs: about controlling crime. 

. • 	 semiautomatic assault weapons are the weapons of choiCe for drug dealers. gangs, 
and terrorists. While they represent only one percent of private1y-owned firea.nns 
in this country. assault weapons account for eight percent of the firearms need to 
crime -- a disproportionately high number which has been rising in recent years. 

• 	 And every year. these weapons kill police officers -- men and women who put 

their lives on the line everyday to keep ow: communities safe. They are the ones 

who are out-gurmed by the fuepower that street criminals now wield with asSault 

weapons. 


• 	 This was tragically demonstrated ·last week in Waukesha County. Wisconsin. when 
a police officer was murdered ~. the first officer in ten years to be killed in the 
Uneof duty in Waukes118. -~ during a gun battIe involving a Springfield MIAl 
assault rifle. . 

• 	 As a result of this and too many incidents like it, law enforcement officials have 
been unified in their support .of taking these weapons off of the streets and out of .'. 
cri.rnin3.1 hands. We cannot ask them to risk their lives in the fight against crime -' 

I . and then deny them the help they need. 	 . 

• 	 Today, Attorney General Reno carries that message of support for the nation's law 
enforcement community to Capitol Hill. She,along with Congressman Chuck 
Schumer (D-NY), Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) and Senator Metzenbaum ~ 
OH). will reiterate the AdmiWstration's support for a legislative ban.on 
semiautomatic assault weapons.. .' . 

•. 	The Administration-supported legislative ban prohibits weapons designed for 
military combat, but specificaJJy safeguards bunters' rights by explicitly exempting 
over· 650 hyntinf: and recreational ~D.§. Moreover, not all semiaummatic fireanns 
ate cover¢ by the ban; only semiautomatic assault weapons .- weapons designed 
for the battlefields of war -are prohibited. 
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Daily Talking Points On Anti-Crime Legislation 

Tuesday, ' May 3, 1994 


PRESIDENT CLINTON SEEKS SUPPO~T OF HUNTERS 

IN BATTLE TO FIGHT CRIME 


• 	 In an open letter to hunters reprinted in'Roll Call yesterday, President 
Clinton sought to enlist the help' of hunters to control crime by taking 
weapons designed for military combat off of the streets and out of the 
hands of violent criminals. Semiautomatic assault weapon~ are the 
"weapons of choice for drug dealers, gangs, and terrorists, II wrote the 
President, tI[a]nd every year they kill children and police officers, 
mothers and fathers. II 

• 	 As the President has repeatedly noted, the battle to ban semiautomatic 
assault weapons is not about gun control; it's about crime control. 

• 	 ' "I know the difference between a firearm used for hunting and target 
shooting and a weapon designed to kill people," the President wrote, who 
himself has been a hunter since he was 12 years old. Semiautomatic 
assault weapons "have no place on a deer hunt, in a duck blind" or on a 
target range -- and they certainly don't belong on our streets, in our 
neighborhoods or on our schoolyards." 

.' 	The Administration·supported legislative ban specifically safeguards 
hunters' rights. Over 650 huntin~ and,recreational guns are explicitly 
exempted from the ban. 

• 	 Moreover, not all semiautomatjc firearms are covered bX the ban; only 
semiautomatic assault weapons -- weapons designed for military combat 
on the battlefields of war -- are prohibited. Hunters, wrote President 
Clinton, "know the difference between a hunting rifle and. weapon that 
was designed· for the battlefield, II and he urged hunters to make that 
difference known to members of Congress. 
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Daily Talking Points On Anti-Crime Legislation 
Monday, May 2, 1994 . : 

THE MESSAGE FROM AMERICA: 

BANNING SEMIAUTOMATIC ASSAULT WEAPONS. 


l\1EANS SAVING LIVES 


• 	 The overwhelming majority of Americans suppons a legislative ban on seIhiautomaric 
assault weapons. Why? Because a ban will save lives, pure and simple. :It will take 
weapons designed for military combat off the streets and out of the ha:rids of violent 
criminals. In nearly every part of America. the evidence is clear: 

* 	 A legislative ban would prOhibit the Springfield Ml-Al assault rifle -- one of the 
weapons used by two men last Thursday in a gun battle following a bank robbery 
in Wisconsin. The gun battle resulted in the murder of a Waukesha, Wisconsin 
police officer. . . 

The ban would also outlaw the AK-41-: the weapon chosen by four drug 
traffickers who engaged in a gun battle With Federal agents outside their drug 
manufacturing site in PushmatahaCounty. Oklahoma in 1990.' . 

'" Also prohibited would be the Intratec TEC-22 and semiautomatic assault pistols 
manufactured by Norinco -- weapons used by six young men laSt year to rob 

. seven Ohio banks in six months.. 

* 	 Had a legislative ban been inplaee in December, 1992, it might have saved the 
life of a teacher at Atlantic Shores Christian School. There, a swdent. using a' .. 
Cohray M-1l/9 semiautomatic assault pistol, went on a killing spree, murdering'f" 
one of his teachers and seriously wounding another. 

• 	 Critics are quick to argue that semiautomatic assault weapons represent less than 1 
percent of privately-owned firearms. Yet these same assault weapons account for 8 
cercent of the firearms traced to criminal activitiea -- a number which has :been on the 
rise in recent years. As the weapon of choice for violent criminals. assault weapons 
make up a disproportionately high number of crime-related firearms. ' 

• . 	 We already know that when the Bush Administration banned the uuportation of certain 
assault weapons, the number of imported assault weapons traced to crime declined Qx 
45% U1 the first year. while the number of domestic assault weapons traced to crime 
remained the same. We can achieve the same dramatic iUlpact on the number of 
domestically manufacrured assault weapons traced to criminal activity by passing the 
legislative ban. 
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Daily Talking Points on Anti,:,Crime Legislation 

Friday, April 29, 1994 


AD:MINlSTRATION·BACKED ASSAULT WEAPONS BAN 

PASSES IIOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 


• 	 The momentum behind the Administration-backed effort to ban semiautomatic assault weapons 
continued to build yesterday as the House Judiciary Committee approved Rep. !Charles 
Schumer's (D-NY) and Rep. Mike Synar's (D-OK.) 'bill to remove assau1t weapons from our 
streets. 

• 	 The Assault Weapons Ban Bill. which currently has 59 co-sponsors, was passed on a 20 to 15 
bipartisan vote, which included the support of Congressman Henry Hyde (R-IL). 

• 	 The Schumer bill, identical to the Feinstein amendment to the Senate Crime Bill which passed ' 
the Senate last year. effectively bans the future manufacture and imponation of semiautomatic 
assault weapons. HlmJjng and spotting weapons. however. are specifically exempted. 

• 	 Although the bill bans the future manufacture and importation of semiautomatic 
assault weapons, currently-owned guns are grandfathered. 

. Moreover. the bill uses VeIl' specific criteria in defining which semiautomatic rifles, 
pistols and shotguns would be prohibited. 

• 	 650 types of hunting and sporting ritlesand shotguns are Up] icitly exempt from the 
. ban. 

*' 	 The bill also contains explicit exceptions for experimental or governmental use. 

• 	 In addition, the Assault Weapons Ban BiH prohibits the manufacture and importation of large
capacity magazines and requires private sellers and buyers of assault weapons to keep a 
record of the transaction. 

• 	 The bill's provisioll.lIi also contain penalties for those who violate the ban: Up;to five years in 
jail. except for those who violate of the record-keeping provision, who.face up to six months 
in jail. ' ' 

• 	. The Assault Weapons Ban will save lives by taking weapons intended for military combat off 
of the streets and out of the hands of violent ct'iminals. Although they represent less than 1 
percent of pr[vately-owned firearms, assault weapons account for 8 percent of the firearms 
traced to criminal activities - a number which has been on the rise in recent years. 

• 	 The Assault Weapons Ban now moves to the full House of Representatives where a vote on 
final passage is e~pected soon. . . 
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Daily Talking Points On Anti-Crime Legislation 

Thursday, April 28, 1994 


THE REALITY BEHIND THE STATISTICS: 

BANNING ASSAULT WEAPONS WILL SAVE LIVES 


.' 	 Critics of a ban on assault weapons ban continually attempt to cloud the real issues behind 
the debate by throwing out statistics that reveal only part of the assault weapons picture. 

~ 	 For example. critics are quick to point to statistics showing that assault weapons lnake up 
less than 1 percent of the privately owned guns in America. But the critics won't tell you 
that these same weapons account for 8 percent of the fleearIns traced to criminal 
activities. That means that as one of the weapons of choice for violent criminals, assault 
weapons make up a disproportionately high number of crime·related firearms. 

Additionally. critics try to minimize the terror that assault weapons cause by arguing that 
assault weapons were used in a~out 1 percent of murders nationwide. But behind these 
numbers are real stories of human tragedy: 

Stories such as Steven Sposato's, whose wife, Jody, was among eight killed. when 
a gunman armed with two assault pistols opened fire in a San Francisco law firm 
last year. 

Or the stories of five elementary school children who died, or the 29 others who 
were wounded, when a man fleed 106 rounds in less than 2 minutes into a 
Stockton. California schoolyard where the kids were playing.· 

Nor do the numbers tell Ken BrondeU's story. whose sister. Los Angeles Police 
Officer Christy Brondell Hamilton, was killed last February 18 when a teenager 
fired an assault weapon through the door of her squad car. "If it would save one 
life . . . obviously the law is wonh it," says Mr. Brondell. 

• 	 The Statistics the Critics Don't Like to Cite 

When the Bush Administration banned the importation of certain assault weapons, 
the number of imported assault weapons traced to crime declined by 45%, while 
the number of domestic assault weapons traced to crime remained the same. 

* 	 There are no current restrictions on the sale of 30, 50 or even 100 round 
ammunition magazines. They can be legally sold to anyone, yet have no 
conceivable sponing purpose. They are intended for military weapons designed 
for combat, not for hunting firearms. 



Daily Talking Points on Anti-Crime Legislation 

Tuesday, April 26, 1994 


Answering the Call 

• Yesterday, the New York Times call¢d on the Administr.ation to II stake a legitimate 
claim to leadership" in the development of the final version of Congress' crime bill. The fact 
is, the President, the Attorney General, and other cabinet members have staked out dozens of 
tou~ positions during debate on the crime bill and have already had a substantial impact on 
the bill. 

• The President and his AdministIation vigorously supported a balanced approach to the 
bill, ,working hard to make sure that the money spent was not just on police" not.iY.sl; on 
punishment, and not.i!m on prevention, but on all three. Wilhout the President's insistence 
on t~is balanced approach, a skewed crime bill might have resulted. 

• The President and his Administration helped reign in and' fight back the ill-conceiv,ed 
"regional prisons" notion which would have wasted rime and money in the effort to lock up 
violent criminals. With strong support from the Administration, prison funding lin the House 
bill is to be made available in grants to the states for use in the ways most appropriate in each 
individual circumstance. And the Administration will continue to work to encourage 
conferees to adopt this approach. 

• The President and his Administration designed a more focused Itthree-strikes-and
you~re out" provision, which the Administration win continue to encourage the conferees to 
adopt. And the Administration has supported a II safety valve" provision. taking low level. 
non~violent, first time offenders out of the rubric of mandatory minimum sentencing, 
retu;ming those matters to sentencing under the sentencing guidelines. t 

• The President and his Administration also continue to tight tor the passage of an 
assault weapons ban, whether adopted as part of the crime bill or adopted asa separate piece 
of legislation. And, despite the urgings of the Times, the Administration will continue to 
support tI truth in sentencing" provisions so that criminals recognize that there are . 
collsequences for their actions. 

• The President and the Ad~stration will continue' to play the most importIDt role 
possible in this debate - keeping it balanced, on course, and moving forward. While even 
we .may not like certain provisions adopted by the Congress, the basic structure of the crime 
bill is sound. The Congress should not delay in drafting and passing a conference report. 
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Daily Talking Points On Anti-Crime Legislation 

Friday, April 22, 1994 


HOUSE PASSES THE CRIME BILL 


• 	 By an overwhelming margin of 285 to 141, the House of 
Representatives yesterday voted to pass the Crime BilL The win is a 
big victory for Americans around the country who value smart action 
over mere tough talk on the issue of crime in America. 

• 	 The House's action brings the nation a step closer towards fully 
realizing the President's comprehensive anti-crime program -- a plan 
which has won broad praise from ordinary citizens to law 
enforcement officials alike. 

• 	 The next task is for House and Senate conferees to hammer out a 
joint Crime Bill which includes the best measures from both the 
House and Senate bills and reflects the Administration's balanced 
approach to fighting crime -- police, punishment, and prevention. 



Daily Talking Points On Anti-Crime Legislation 

Thursday, April 21, 1994 


HOUSE POISED TO PASS CRIl\fE BILL 

. • 	 After making significant progress in their deliberations over the Crime Bill', 
the House is now on the verge of passing comprehensive anti-crime 
legislation by week's end . 

.•' 	 The House's work over the last two weeks answers the call echoed aroun:d· 
the nation, that the nation desperately needs the Crime Bill apd wants its' 
passage now. 

• 	 The package emerging from the House includes several key. crimefighting , 
elements, such as: 

A substantial start towards putting an additional 100,000 police 
officers' on our streets, engaged in community policing in both large 
cities and rural areas; 

* A "Three Strikes You're Outl! measure aimed at repeat offenders; 

* 	 A program which helps states put and keep violent criminals behind 
. bars ,for a long time by giving them grants to create much needed 
prison space and by encouraging them to adopt "truth in sentencing ,I , 
reforms; 

Restoration of an enforceable federal death penalty for the most 
heinous of offenses, including the killing of federa11aw enforcement 
officers; 

* 	 A balanced crime prevention agenda which gives young people 
som.ething to say "yes" to, such as after school community youth, 
services, Boys and 'Girls clubs, 'Midnight Sports, and other programs 
which enhance the educational opportunities of youth, such as Police·' 
Corps and Law Enforcement Scholarships; and 

Measures aimed at stopping violence against women. 



Daily Talking Points On Anti-Crime Legislation 
:! . ' Wednesday, April 20, 1994 	

, I. 

ADMINISTRATION SUPPORTS POLICE CORPS 

•• 	 The President has repeated1y indi.cated that he wants crime legislation which is 
both tough and smart. That is why the Administration supports the McCurdy 
Amendment to the House Crime Bill, a proposal which ensures that we are. 

, ' 

smart about the way we fight crime by establishing a Police Cotps program and 

funding 	Law Enforcement Scholarships. 

.' . We must do all we can to ensure that our law enforcement officials are 
equipped not only with the weaponry and technology they need, but also with 
the education and skills necessary to maximize their abiJity to fight crime. By 
providing educational funds for individuals committed to joining police 
departments after graduation, we can develop well-educated police officers who 

\,; I ,:. i: have focused for years on training for that job. 	 . i 

The McCurdy Amendment creates a Law Enforcement Scholarships matching '. grant program for current law enforcement personnel and young people 
interested in a career in law enforcement. 

• 	 Law Enforcement Scholarships would provide educational opportunities for in· 
service officers seeking to improve their skills and abilities, as well as law 
enforcement related summer and part-time employment for high. school 
students. 

•• 	 The McCurdy Amendment also establishes a Police Corps program through 
which state and local law enforcement agencies can recruit young people to 
serve with local police while simultaneously earning financial aid for a college 

. education. 	 . ' 

• 	 The police corps, frequently analogized to the ROTC, would require program 
participants to participate in police training activities during the summer months 
of their college education. 

The police corps will develop a new group of well-educated police officers 
annually available for recruitment into police departments around the country. 
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Daily Talking Points On Anti-Crime Legislation 
Tuesday, April 19, 1994 . 

HELPING STATES TO LOCK UP VIOLENT CRIMINALS FAST 

• 	 The Administration is committed·to helping states lock up violent offenders. 
The federal prison system, with over 80,000 inmates, does not reJease prisoners' 
early because of overcrowding. By contrast, m~ny states are forced to do so 
routinely. We want to help states expand their priso.n capacity so that in the 
future, violent criminals will not be returned to the streets becau.se of lack of 
pnson space. 

• 	 The Crime Bill provides funds to help states lock up violent offenders quickly 
and efficiently. Currently, there are 13,000 state prison beds which cannot be 
filled because stntes lack the necessary operating capital. 

• 	 The Crime Bill's prison grant program also aims to strengthen state sentencing 
schemes. In order to participate in the grant program, states should adopt 
improved crimin.a1 justice policies to protect the public from violent criminals, 
including "truth in sentencing" reforms .. But the conditions of state 
participation must be reasonable, realistic and practical. 

• 	 "Truth in sentencing" provisions contained in both the Chapman an4 Hughes 
Amendments will encourage states to move in the right direction - restoring the 
credibility of our criminal sentencing system by ensuring that ,violent inmates 
serve their time behind bars. 

• 	 We must be tough on crime, but we must also be smart.' The McCollum 
Amendment, which requires states to adopt burdensome sentencing policies in 
order to be eligible for prison grant funds, looks tough but really isn't. The 
requirements are so costly to meet that few states, if any f would actually 
participate in. the grant program, meaning more violent offenciers on our streets. 

The President's anti-crime plan represents a comprehensive, balanced approach 
to reducing crime in both the short-term and long-term. While the 
Administration supports increased assistance to states for the Incarceration of 
criminals, spending on prisons alone is not enough. The Admjnistration 
supports the availability of adequate funding for all components of the 
President'S anti-crime program -- police, punishment and prevention, 
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, ; Daily Talking Points On Anti-Crime Legislation 
Monday, April 18, 1994 

AMERICANS WANT TIlE CRIME BILL NOW! 

• 	 Across the nation, from Trenton to Los Angeles, the American people 
have spoken with one voice: We need the Crime Bin and' we need it· ' 
now! 

• 	 Americans want Congress to act swiftly and pass the President's 
comprehensive anti-crime package. The Administration's balanced 
approach to fighting crime -- police, punishment, and prevention -- has 

,won broad praise, from everyday citizens to law enforcement officials 
alike. In fact, community policing -- an integral part of the ' 
Administration's overall crimefighting strategy -- has already created 
success stories around the country. 

• 	 Americans are looking for a long-term solution to crime, not quick-'fix, 
feel good answers. The Crime Bill offers a plan which is both tough and 
smart, a plan that means quick action to red:q.ce crime today and steps 
taken to avoid its occurrence in the future. The Crime Bill will provide 
the critical resources necessary to effectively fight crime in both the 
short- and long-tenn. 

•• 	 This week, the House of Representatives cO,ntinues consideration of the 
t'. , 
",', 	

Crime Bill. Ther~ should be no delay in getting it passed. The President' 
has repeatedly said that as soon as Congress passes his comprehensive 
anti-criIne package, he will sign it immediately. 

, • 	 Everyday we fail to pass the Crime Bill is an opportunity to fight crime is 
lost because of inaction. We can reduce crime and make America safer, 
and we can do it by ensuring that the Crime Bill becomes law. We must 
pass the Crime Bill. 

I , ' , 
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Daily Talking Points On Anti-Crime Legislation 

Friday, April 15, 1994 


CRIME BILL MOVES IN THE HOUSE 

• 	 The full House today began consideration of the President's Crime Bill and made 
substantial progress, disposing of 42 of the 67 amendments made in ,order under the 
rule. 

• 	 After gener-cd debate on the bill, the House considered and IYdSsed a range of 
amendments which further improved the bill. 

• 	 Included among the amendments adopted were: 

• 	 Increased funding for Treasury Department law enforcers - ATF. Customs, 
and Secret Service agents -- to make our streets and borders safer. ($210 
million) (Hoyer) 

• 	 Authorization and support for full funding for the Byrne Grant program, so 
vital to many local communities. (Rangel; Wise; Fazio) 

• 	 A new rural crime initiative. to provide additional efforts to fight crime and 
drugs in rnral areas. Also, special funding to combat domestic violence in 
rural areas. ($385 million) (LongIBaesler/Ewing) 

• 	 Funding for Boys and Girls Clubs in public 'housing projects. (512 million) 
(Rostenkowski) 

• 	 New penalties tor criminals who use explosives to commit crimes, and 
m~1Jl'eS to make it harder for criminal~ to obtain explosives. (Slaugliter) 

• 	 Increased border controls, expedited deportation for those denied asylum, and 
expanded special deportation proceedings. (Becem) 

• 	 Tougher penalties for visa and passport fraud, which contribute to immigration 
abuse. (Gilman) 

• 	 Among the amendments adopted was an "en bloc" group of 3S amendmentS, which 
were approved on a bipartisan 39S to 2S vote. 

o 	 Consideration of the Crime Bill will begin again in the House on Tuesday. April 19, 
with a vote on final passage expected next week. 



Daily Talking Points On Anti-Crime Legislation 

Thursday, April 14, 1994 


RULE ON CRIME BILL APPROVED -

HOUSE CLEARS WAY FOR DEBATE AND VOTE ON 


THE PRESIDENT'S ANTI-CRIME PROGRAM 


• 	 The President's anti-crime program continues to pick-up speed as the full House today 
begins consideration of the Crime Bill. 

• 	 Yesterday. the House signalled its readiness to consider the most comprehensive anti
crime package in history by approving the Rule on the Crime Bill by a big margin of 
244 to 176_ 

• 	 Some key crime-reduction e1ements in the House bill include: 

ole 	 More Police and Community Policing: Thc bill funds 50,000 new police 
officers, evenly-divided between large and sman cities and deployed in 
community policing programs. 

*' 	 Swift and Certain Punishment for Violent Crimes: Amongthc bill's tough 
provisions are: 

Tough hut smart "Three Strikes and You're Out" mandatory life 
imprisonment legislation based upon the Administration's proposal; 

Restoration of an enforceable federal death penalty for 'the most heinous 
of federal offenses, another element of the President's comprehensive 
anti-crime program; and 

A prison grant program encouraging states to take appro,priate measures 
to ensure that the most serious violent offenders are put behind bars, for 
a long time. 

... 	 A Balanced Crime Prevention Agenda: The Administration's prevention 
package includes programs such as Y.E.S. (Youth Employment Skills), Ounce 
of Prevention, after-school Community Youth Services, and Midnight Sports, 
which all underscore the President's dual punishment-and-prevention approach 
to reduce crime. 
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Daily Talking Points On Anti-Crime Legislation 

Wednesday, April 13, 1994 


*** UPDATE *** 

PRESIDENT CLINTON'S PLAN TO PUT 100,000 ADDITIONAL COPS 


ON AMERICA'S STREETS 


• 	 National Impact 

Putting 100,000 police officers onto America's streets is at the hearfof the President's 
overall anti-crime strategy. It is not just a "drop in the bucket" as some have 
suggested. The plan represents a twenty percent increase in the current number local 
police officers nationwide. The nearly $9 billion requested by the President for this 
program will enable the Administration to help every community in the country that 
needs and wants assistance to strengthen its police force to improve public safety. 

• 	 How 100,000 Additional PoJice Stncks·Up Against Current Resources 

Curr~ntly. there are 504,000 sworn local poJice officers nationally. Adding 100,000 
new cops is a 20% increase. 

* Of the 504,000, up to 380,000 work at the street-level. ]00,000 new community 
police officers increases the number of street-level cops by more than 25%. 

• 	 Typical Impact On Cities 

III 	 Adding 100,000 more officers to the nation's police forces will make very significant 
difference to individual areas. For. example, a 20% increase in a dty like New York 
with a police force of 30,000 would add 6,000 officers.. That'S 6,000 more officers 
patrolHng neighborhoods, building partnerships based on trust with communities, and 
keeping our streets safer for law-abiding citizens. 

Likewise, in a mid-size City like Salt Lake City. Utah which currently employs 353 
officer.s. the 100,000 cops program could mean over 70 new cops. ; 

And a small cily like Smyrna. Georgia with a total police for.ce of 78 cou1d receive 15 
more officers under the program. 

• 	 America Needs and Wants More Pollce Officers on the Streets 

'* 	 There's no question that demand for more police officers is high and continues to rise 
all across the country. Thousands of Mayors and Police Chiefs have already applied 
for community policing grants ulld~r the Administration's Policing Hiring Supp1ement 
Program. In fact, the demand is so great that the Justice Department will have to turn 
down 9 out of 10 applications due to the Supplemental Program's limited funds of 
$150 million. Passing the Crime Bill can change that, because with nearly $9 billion 
for 100,000 n~w officers, every community that needs police can receive help_ 

. { 
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• Additional Cops Where They Are Needed Most 

TIle President's plan is a competitive discretionary program, which m,eans that* 
jurisdictions will be able to request the amount of support for whatever number of 
additional police officers they actually need to effectively control crime - some may 
need a 20 % increase, some more, some less, depending upon their individual 
circumstances. The President's plan, therefore, is a flexible approach ai.med at 
meeting the different crime control needs of individual jurisdictions. 

* 	 The plan's flexibility provides the Attorney General with sufficient authority to waive 
or modify requirements which might otherwise preclude participation by cities which 
have been hit hard by both crime and economic dislocation and are struggling 
ftnancial1y. For example: 

The requirement that local jurisdictions match the federal contribution by at 
least 25 % in matching funds may be waived; and 

The cap on the federal level of funding for salary and benefits per officer may 
also be waived. 

:I: The key to the President's plan is f1exibiJity: the 10(l,OOO police program aims to 
deploy officers in a way that meets the specific needs of local communities. 

• 	 Small States Protet':ted 

Moreover. both the House and Senate versions of the Crime Bill guarantee each state 
a minimum-level of community policing funding. Therefore, every state will receive 
at lea~t $20 million doBars under the House version or $48 million under the Senate 
version for new police officers. 
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Daily Talking Points On Anti-Crime Legislation 

Monday, April 11, 1994 


PRESIDENT CLINTON COMES TO THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

TO HEAR ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO'S REPORT 


ON HER CRIME BILL TRIP 


• 	 Today, the President comes to the Justice Department to welcome Attorney General Reno 
home after her nationwide tour and to rruly suppon for the Crime Bill. This event kiclc.1\ 
off a week during which public officials from all over the nation will come to Washington 
with the same message; Pass the Crime Bill now. 

• 	 Over two hundred uniformed officers representing more than a dozen national law 
enforcement organizations will join the President in welcoming Attorney General Reno 
home and will show their enthusiastic support for the Crime Bill. '!be Attorney General 
will talk about the people she met during her trip and will be joined on'stage by 
individuals whose lives prove that the community policing can ,cna.ke a real difterence in 
neighborhoods across the country. In addition to President Clinton, otb,ers giving brief 
remarks include: 

Eddie Cutanda. a Dorchesrer. Massachusetts teenaier whose life has been changed 
by a commumty policing program in Boston. Three years ago Eddie was a 
membe!" of street gang; today. he's participating in local performances for his 
community, thanks to a community policing program that works with a local 
youth group to get kids like Eddie off the streets. That.kind of hope is what the 
Crime Bill can bring to communities nil around the country. 

,carline Williams, a senior citizen whom the Attorney General met while in 
Trenton last week. Mrs. Williams is a volunteer at her local police mini-station. 
She' s proud of the difference her efforts make, but her message, is simple: Her 
conununity needs more police officers on the beat. The Crime Bill has an answer 
for her. 

... Lt. Ernest Williams, a 14-year veteran of the Albany. Georgia, who knows first
hand the difference a community-oriented pOlicing program like. the President's 
can make in a neighborhood where there once was no partnership between 
residents and law enforcement. 

• 	 In addition, the Attorney General will be joined'by 12 poJice officers - all cops on the 
streets of Albany. Georgia as part of the city's new Community-Oriented Policing 
Program ("C.O.P. If). These officers were hired with the funds provided by the Justice 
Department's first rotmd community policing grants. They are the results of the 
President's "downpaymentn on his promise of lOO,nOO Ili:IW cops on the street. Passing 
the Crime Bill will give hundreds of communities the opporrunity Albany ~ had. 
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Daily l"alking Points On Anti-Crime Legislation 
. Wednesday, April 6, 1994 . 

ADMINISTRATION-SUPPORTED CRIME BILL ASSISTS 
VICTIMS OF CRIME 

• 	 The President's comprehensive anti-crime program does not only ensure 
punishment to the perpetrator of crime; it also remembers· crime's 
victims. Strong, pro-victim measures are one of the hallmarks of the 
Administration-supported Crime Bill. 

• 	 The Crime Bill empowers victims of crime by greatly expanding 
restitution rights, creating a victim's right of allocution in sentencing, and 
providing for victim counseling and other assistance. Under the Senate 
Crime Bill, restitution for victims of sexual assault includes the cost of 
lost income, child care, transportation and other expenses related to the 
investigation and prosecution of sexual assault offenses. 

• 	 In addition, victims of gender-motivated violent crimes may seek redress 
under a new federal civil rights remedy in the Senate Crime Bill. 
Victims of domestic violence and sexual abuse are protected under 
several other Senate Crime Bill provisions, as well, including: 

* 	 Creation of a federal remedy for interstate domestic abuse and a 
requirement that protective orders issued in one state are 
recognized and enforced in other slates; 

* 	 Extension of the Victim Shield Law and other prohibitions against 
the introduction of evidence to show provocation or invitation by a 
victim of sexual assault; and . 

* 	 Coverage of the cost of HIV testing and counseling for victims of 
serious sexual assault. 



Daily Talking Points On Anti-Crime Legislation 
Tuesday, April S, 1994 . 

ATIORNEY GENERAL RENO TRAVELS THE COUNTRY 
IN SUPPORT OF THE CRIME BILL 

• 	 Today, Attorney General Janet Reno takes to build support for the Crime 
Bill. Traveling coast-to-coast on a five-day tour through several states, 
the Attorney General will engage in a dialogue with the American people 
about how swift passage of the Crime Bill will help the nation's 
communities reduce crime. 

• 	 The Attorney General will travel to Philadelphia, Trenton, Los Angeles. 
Dallas, Oklahoma City, Memphis, Nashville, and Detroit, and will 
participate in several town hall meetings and community pO,Iicing 
neighborhood walks. ' 

• 	 The town hall meetings will include citizens from the host and 
surrounding cities, the host mayor, the local police chief, other local law 
enforcement officers, community leaders, and local branches of state and 
federal law enforcement, and will focus on the benefit that passing the 
Crime Bill will have in local jurisdictions around the nation. 

• 	 The trip will give the Attorney General an opportunity to interact with 
citizens who are dealing day-to-day with the problem of crime, and to 
hear first-hand why localities around the country need prompt, immediate 
and certain action on the Crime Bill. 
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Daily Talking Points On Anti-Crime Legislation 

Friday, April 1, 1994 


CURBING HATE CRIl\1ES: , . 

ADl\fiNISTRATION SUPPORTS ANTI-HATE CRrME LEGISLATION 

• 	 The Administration's strong support for legislative effortS aimed at 
curbing hate crimes sends the clear message that discriminatory bias must 
never be tolerated and will be punished. when innocent citizens are 
harmed . 

• ' 	 The incidence of hate crimes' around the 'country is of growing concem to ' 
the Administration. In 1992, for example, over 8,000 hate crimes were 
reported to the FBI. Of those, nearly 63 % were motivated by racial bias. 
Approximately two of every ten hate crimes were motivated by religious 
bias, and ethnic and sexual-orientation bias each accounted for one of 
every ten such crimes. ' 

• 	 However) these statistics paint only a partial picture. The reporting of 
hate crime data is voluntary, and in 1992 only a quarter of all law 
enforcement agencies that submit data to the FBI acrually supplied 
information on hate crimes. The actual incidence of hate violence, 
therefore, is undoubtedly higher than the numbers reveaL 

The types of hate crimes reported in 1992 include intimidation, vandalism 
and other destruction of property, simple and aggravated, assault, robbery, 
murder, rape, and arson. 

In response, the Administration has backed efforts to significantly 
enhance the penalties of those guilty of committing hate crimes. 

In addition, the Administration supports provisions in the Senate Crime 
Bill which expand the collection of hate crime data. In addition to race, 
ethnicity, religion, and sexual orientation, disability would be added as a 
hate crime bias motivation category. 
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Daily Talking Points On Anti..Crime Legis,ation 

Thursday, March 31, 1994 


THE CRIME BILL: 

FIGHTING CRIME IN SMALL TOWNS AND RURAL AREAS 


• 	 Through its support of the Crime Bill, the Administration is taking a balanced 
approach to fighting crime, ensuring that small towns and rural areas are not 
left out when it comes to crime punishment and prevention efforts. 

• 	 Several elements of the Administration's anti-crime plan directly benefit rural
areas and small towns by increasing the resources available to reduce crime. 
They include: 

* 	 Putting 100,000 police officers into Community Policing efforts, 
developing partnerships with rural and smaller localities to create safer 
communities. Special set-asides in the House Crime Bill target up to 
50% of resource allocations for rural areas. 

* 	 Developing locally-based strategies and providing additional resources 
which target gang-related and violent crime through the Administration' s 
new Anti-Violent Clime Initiative, which combines the best efforts of 
federal, state and local law enforcement agencies to reduce crime . 

* 	 . Reducing the amount of drug trafficking in rural areas by authorizing 
additional funds for drug enforcement assistance to rural state and local 
law enforcement. . 

Senate Crime Bill provisions which create Drug Free Truck Stops and 
Safety Rest Area." by enhancing the penalties for distributing drugs 
within 1,000 feet of a truck stop or roadside rest area. 

Provisions in the Senate Crime Bm which· redouble efforts to reduce* 
rural domestic violence and child abuse through state and local 
government grants expanding the investigation and prosecution of 
domestic violence and child abuse cases, providing treatment and 
counseling to victims, and developing education and prevention 
strategies. 
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Daily Talking Points on Anti-Crime Legislation 
Wednesday, March 30" 1994 

Dru~ Courts -- An Innovative Crime-Fighting Approach 

• The crime bill provides funding for one of the most effective new crime-
fighting approaches developed in recent years: Drug Courts. 

• Adequately funded and administered drug treatment and coerced 
abstinence programs are critical to breaking the drug and violent crime cycle 
that has so heavily burdened our criminal justice system. 

• When we can strip hard core drug users of their addiction to controlled 
substances we can also end their virtual addiction to crime. Substance abuse 
treatment must be central to our crime fighting effort. 

• Drug courts have proven promising and successful in a number of 
jurisdictions. The Attorney General, who has ,been a pioneer in developing 

~" 	 alternative methods for dealing with drug offenders, within the criminal justice 
system, has led the way in the adoption of these kinds of programs. , 

• The Attorney General's experience in Florida - augmented by data from 
approximately 20 other cities - reveals that drug courts are successful in 
preventing drug offenders from becoming more dangerous crimina1 and can help 
them tum toward productive lives in society. 

• The Administration supports a basic program which includes an intensive 
supervision of the participants by the court, drug testing and treatment, and the 
prompt application of a series of graduated sanctions for failure to comply with 
the conditions of the program. The program can be administered on a pre-trial 
diversion basis, as a post-conviction probation program, or in combination. 

• Funding shou1d be provided to assist state and local governments establish 
and run drug court and 'other non-incarcerative drug treabnent programs . 

• ' Drug court funding is another good reason for the Congress to pass the 
crime bill as soon as possible. 

zoo III 	 .:! 1.:1 13SNlIO) dS. L600 LOC ZOZ~ Cy:gy t6/6Z/CO 



Daily Talking Points on Anti-Crime Legislation 

Friday, March 25, 1994 


USA Today's "View" vs. "Our View" 

• The criticism of the House crime bill in yesterday's "Our View" column in.lISA 

T~ ignores critical provisions which work in tandem with objected to portions of the bill. 


• Fiction: First, the column argues that the Administrationts "three strilres and youtre 

out" proposal will create to prison overcrowding, forcing the release violent rapists and 

muroe~. ' 


• Fact: The federal prison system has never released one of its 60,000 inmates because 
of overcrowding -- and the additional 200 - 300 "three st:ri.kes" convicts each year will not 
change this~ Also, the column fails to mention that the bill makes available $3 billion dollars 
for the construction of new prisons to help alleviate state priSQn overcrowding or prevent the 
early release of violent criminals. . 

• Fiction: The column decries $3 biUion in spending on "boot camps of dubious worth. II 

• Fact: The $3 billion dollars is for prisons, boot camps and a wide rap.ge of other 
innovative punishment approaches. By providing an intermediate sanction between probation 
and traditional incarceration, young offenders can leam that there is a certainty of punishment 
at the initial stages of a criminal career. The early data. suggests that boot camps are more 
effective than prison in reducing both recidivism and the cost of incarceration. 

• Fiction: The column complains that the bill provides funding for 100,000 
new police officers, but "no one knows where the salaries of these cops will come 

from . . • in five years.". 


• Fact: The provisions providing funding for new police officers require communities 
to demonstrate how they will fund the police hires in the long run. There is a genuine federal
state partnership. with the federal government providing the money to prime the police hiring 
pump. 

• 'Fiction: The column declares that there are Itconcerns" about whether the funding for 
the bill will really come from a "trust fund" rather than from cuts to other important 
programs . 

. • . Fact: The Administration has indicated time and again that the cri~e bill will be paid 
for with funds, placed in a Violent Crime Trust Fund, generated by a 250,000 person 
reduction in the federal payroll. . 

• The House crime bill provides a balanced approach .~ focusing on pOlice, punishment 
and prevention. There is no reason for further delay. The crime bill should be passed. 
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Daily Talking Points on Anti-Crime Legislation 

Friday, March 11, 1994 


ADMINISTRATION ANTI-CRIME PROPOSALS 

IN SCHUMER SUBCOMMITTEE MARKUP 


• 	 Today. the House Subcommittee on Crime and Criminal Justice chaired by Rep. Charles 
Schumer (D-NY) meets to markup several important parts of the Presidenl's anti-crime 
proposal. They include the following: 

* 	 Thc Administration's dThree Strikes and You're Out" mandatory life 
imprisonment proposaL This provision sendli a strong message that violent crime 
will not be tolerated by targeting truly dangerous criminals and taking them off 
our streets for good. It has been hailed by Congressman Schumer as a livery 
carefully drawn" provision which dea1s with the problems of other proposals "that 
would have included all kinds of low-level drug dealers." 

* 	 A broad range of new preventive policies, which underscore the Administration's 
dual anti-crime approach of punishment and prevention. Among the prevention 
programs in markup garnering Administration support is the "Ounce of 
Prevention" program, providing $600 million over the next three years to state 
and local governments, educational institutions, community-based organizations, 
and other public and private entities for youth-oriented recreational and 
educational programs (Midnight Sports League, after-school programs, etc.) and 
youth services. (mentoring, job p1acement, substance abuse and treatment. etc.). 

Drug Courts and other Supervised Release Programs for drug-abusing offenders. '" 
The Attorney General, who has been a pioneer in developing alternative methods 
tor dealing with drug offenders within the criminal justice system. has led the 
national debate on adopting such programs. Her experience in Florida -
augmented by data from approximately 20 other cities -- reveals that Drug Courts 
can be successful in preventing drug offenders from becoming more dangerous 
criminals and can heJp them turn toward productive 1ives in society. 

* 	 Restoration of an enforceable death penalty for the most heinous of federal 
offenses. As the President has stated. this provision is an important element of a 
comprehensive legisJative anti-crime program. 

Poliee Corps and Law En.forcement Scholarships; which provide higher education 
assistance to students who make a commitment to work in law enforcement 
following graduation, as well as scholarships for in-service officers and summer 
and part-time employment for high school students in law enforcement agencies. 
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. Daily Talking Points on Anti-Crime Legislation 
Monday, March 28, 1994 . 

. Byrne Grant Fundinl: To Be Returned 

• Last week, the Attorney General announced a change in the 
initial plan to completely eliminate the Byrne Memorial Fund formula 
allocations. She proposed a new plan, one which restores $125 
million in Byrne Grant Funding -- enough to pay for all existing 
m.ulti-juri~dictional task forces. 

• The elimination of the Byrne Formula Grants would have 
resulted in the elimination of the extremely effective multi
jurisdictional drug task forces which have been developed across the 
country. So, reallocations were made and funds were moved to 
provide the funding, under the Byrne Grant program, sufficient to 
keep their multi-jurisdictional task forces going . 

. • Of course, the crime bill's contribution to state and local anti
crime efforts goes much farther than the Byrne Grants .. 

• The total commitment of federal funds for state and local 
crime-fighting and crime prevention exceeds $2.4 billion for next 
year -- with billions more to come over the next five years. 

• The crime bill is a balanced bill, providing money for police, 
punishment and prevention. Restoring funding which will allow for 
the continued vitality of the multi-jurisdictional task forces has made 
the crime bill a better bill. 
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Daily Talking Points on Anti-Crime Legislation 

Wednesday, March 23, 1994 (update) 


Pass The Crime Bill - Now! 

• 	 The U. S. House of Representatives begins consideration of the crime bill 
on the floor today. Final passage is expected on Friday. There should 
be no delay in getting a bill passed and signed into law! 

• 	 While violent criminals are terrorizing Americans every day. some are 
still saying "let's wait and work on this some more and thiDk about it 
some more. " 

• 	 The fact is, almost all of the provisions of this crime bill have been 
pending in House Committees in similar or identical form for 
months~ if not years. It's time for action! 

• 	 There is no good reason for delay. House members must adopt the 
rule and move immediately to consideration of the bill. 

• 	 House deliberations must not get bogged down or stalled. Every day we 
delay in passing the crime bil1 is a day that we could have had an 
impa(..1 on crime, and didn'tD 

• 	 Given the seriousness of the crime problem in America and the monLhs 
during which Members have had to formulate and propose their solutions, 
it is hard to understand why the House should delay consideration of this 
important piece of legislation 

• 	 We must pass a balanced crime bill -- featuring police. punishment and 
prevention -- now! 
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. Daily Talking Points on Anti-Crime Legislation 
Wednesday, March 23, 1994 

Pass The Crime Bill- Now! 

• 	 The U.S. House of Representatives begi,nsconsideratioD. of the crime bill 
on the floor today. Final passage is expected on Friday. 

• 	 Put simply, there is no time for delay. House members must adopt the 
rule and move immediately to consideration of the bill. 

• 	 House deliberations must not get bogged. down or stalled. Every day we 
delay in passing the crime bill is a day' that we could have bad an 
ilnpact on crime, and didntt. 

• 	 The House bill contains the essential features of a good crime bill: 

* 	 More Police and Community Policing 
* 	 A "Smart and Tough" Approach to Youth Crime 

* 	 Measures to Stiffly Punish Violent Crime 

* 	 A Substantial Crime Prevention Agenda 

• 	 And as another reminder of the importance of acting quickly to pass the 
crime bill. the Justice Department released new statistics today regarding 
crime and seniors. A few notable items included in the report are: 

* 	 When compared to younger crime victims, elderly victims 
are about twice as likely to suffer broken bones, internal 
injuries,. or loss of consciousness at the hands of an , assailant 

More than lout of 3 violent crimes against those 65 and over is a 
. robbery - a rate 50% higher than the portion of forcible or 

threatened force thefts from younger people 

• 	 We must pass a balanced crime bill -- featuring police, punishment and 
prevention -- now! 
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Daily Talking Points on Anti-Crime Legislation 

Tuesday, March 22, 1994 


BRIEF SUMMARY OF KEY ADMINISTRATION-SUPPORTED 

PROVISIONS IN THE HOUSE CRlMB BILL 


• . More Police' and eommW1jty Policing: The bill funds SO,OOO new police officers -
evewy-divided betwcon large and small cities - deployed in commumty polic:ing prognu:us. 

"Smart and Tougb d Awmach to Youtll Crime and Yiolenee: The bill focuses on youthful violcllCc in 
numerous ways: 

-	 With proven and extensive crime prevention progr.uns (as disc:ussed below); 

With boot C8Dlps for youthful offenders, as a second.-<:bance fur kido; who get off-tmck; 

With drug courts to get young drug users turned around befure,it is too late; 

With a ban on juvenile gun possession; 

And, for hardened YOWlg c:riminats~ the authority to tty 13-olds as adults. 

• 	 Measures to Stiffly Punish Violent Crime: The bill includes several steps. including: 

- The President's "three slrikes and you're out~ proposal for n::pcat violent offenders; 

- The death peoalty for the most heinous of murders. including killing a federal law 
enforcement officer; 

u A $3 billion plan for grants to slate and local governments to expand prisons to hold 
30,000 more violent offenders and eriminal aliens. . 

• 	 A Substantial Crime Prevention A&enda: The bin includes almost $6 billion in crime prevention 
proarams, including: 

The Presidents's "YES" propam (Youth Employment Skills). to get job training and 
opportunities to kids in hard-hit. high-<:rimc arc::ras; 

-- Ounce of preventioll progmms to kr::cp schools open aCl.er hour.s, and to expand lIf1er-school 
activities like Boys and Girls clubs. that keep kids off !.he streets; 

-	 Innovative alternatives. like Midnight SPOTt$ and Police PattJ:\erships \Vith youths; 

• 	 Attack on violence Apinst Women: The bill includes incRased pr..-nalties and prevc:otion 
efforts aimed at domestic violence and sexual 8.'lSaults. 

• 	 Much. Much More: Among the many orhcr adminislrative-backed provisions are laws to promote 
victims rights; to pn."Vent child abuse; to provide a mandatoty minimum 8safety-valve" for non-violent 
offenders; and to increase penalties Cor bate crimes. 

8S:8t t6/t~/COL600 LOC,~O~Q,.il.:! 13SNI10:) dS~OO III 



03/20/94 23:09 '5'202 514 9368 ODAG -+-+-+.DOM. POL 	 I4J 002 


Daily Talking Points on Anti-Crime Legislation 

Monday, March 21, 1994 


SOMETIDNG TO SAY "YES" TO: 

THE PRESIDENT'S YOUTH EMPLOYMENT AND SKILLS 


CRIME REDUCTION PROGRAM 


• 	 A major factor underlying the nation's crime problem has been the growing concentration of 
poverty and sharp erosion in the economic position of disadvantaged youth and young adults. 
The President's Y.B.S. initiative is a highly targeted program. to prevent crime by improving· 
the labor market prospects of at-riskyouth in high crime and economically distressed areas. 

• 	 By improving the employment and long-term career prospects of youth and young adults, the 
poverty-crime-violence cycle can be broken. As the President said in the State of the Union 
address, young people must have something to say "yes" to. 

• 	 Unanimously adopted last week by the House Judiciary Committee as part of the Crime Bill's 
prevention package. Y.E.S. includes a highly leveraged but flexible direct job creation 
component providing employment opportunities primarily for youth and young adults ages 16
25. Key program. features include: 

* 	 Careful targeting to disadvantaged youth living in high crime, high poverty 
neighborhoods, including public housing; 

Neighborhood-wide interventions, intensive programming and a wide range of * 
services to address the employment related needs of participants; 

* 	 Tying participation to good behavior. such as completing school. paying chi1d support 
and avoiding involvement in criminal activity or substance abuse; 1 

Emphasizing private sector job placement, while also supporting some public sector * 
employment linked to placing participants in private sector positions; and 

Leveraging other federal. state. local, and private sector resources with matching* 
commitments from the community. 

Proposals for ten renewable (up to four years) grant awards will be evaluated on the basis• 
creativity in leveraging resources; ability to effectively link the program to permanent private 
sector placements for participants; evidence of need based upon the incidence of crime, 
poverty rate and other factors; and program\~Qesign and implementation plan qUality. 

• 	 Rigorous evaluation will track and assess the effectiveness of the programs, including the 
extent to which they reduce crime, enhance employment and earnings, promote 
entrepreneurship, reduce drop out rates. and increase educational attainm~nt. 



Daily Talking Points on Anti-Crime Legislation 

Friday, March 18, 1994 


ADDITIONAL ELRMENTS OF PRESIDENT'S CRIME PACKAGE 

PASS HOUSE JUDICIARY COMl\fiTTEE 


I) 	 The momentum behind the President's comprehensive crime package 
continued to build yesterday as the House Judiciary Committee approved 
additional elements of the plan. Key among the passed anti-crime 
measures were; 

Tough but smart "Three Strikes and You're Outl! mandatory life 
imprisonment legislation based. upon the Administration's proposal. 

* 	 A promising anti-crime prevention package, including key 
prevention programs such as Y.E.S. (Youth Employment Skills), 
Ounce of Prevention, after-school Community Youth Services, and 
Midnight Sports, which underscore the President's'dual 
punishment-and-prevention approach to reduce crime. 

:I: 	 A prison grant program encouraging states to take appropriate 
measures to ensure that the most serious violent offenders are put 
behind bars for a long time. 

* 	 Administration-supported provisions which protect, children by 
strengthening laws against child exploitation. 

* 	 Restoration of an. enforceable federal death penaltY for the most 
heinous of federal offenses, another element of the President's 
comprehensive anti-crime program. 
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Daily Talking Points on Anti-Crime Legislation 

Thursday, March 17, 1994 


HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE APPROVES KEY ELEMENTS OF 

PRESIDENT'S ANfI-CRIME PLAN 


• 	 The President's comprehensive crime package continued to pick up speed on Capitol 
Hill last night as tlle House Judiciary Committee passed key elements of the plan. 
Among. the provisions approved are: 

Several. elements aimed at respecting the needs and rights of crime victims in 
our criminal justice system which are backed by the Administrati.oll. 

* 	 Administration-supponed provisions strengthening laws against child 
exploitation and increasing maximum penalties for certain assaults against 
children. 

* 	 Specific mandatory minimum sentenCing reforms. The President has clearly 
stated that mandatory minimum sentences for certain drug trafficking offenses 
are an important law enforcement 1001 which should be maintained. Certain 
"safety valve" or "carve out" provisions, however, are necessary for particular 
cases involving low-level, non-violent, first-time drug offenders for whom 
mandatory minimum sentences are inapprop,riate. 

• 	 Today, theComtnittee considers the President's "Three Strikes and You're Out" 
mandatory life imprisonment proposal. 



Daily Talking Points on Anti-Crime Legislation 

Wednesday,March 16, 1994 


HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE TAKES UP 

PRESIDENT'S ANTI-CRIlVIE PLAN 


• 	 On the heels of viclories in last week's House subcommittees, the President'S 
comprehensive crime package today moves to the House Judiciary Committee for 
consideration. Among the numerous elements designed to curb violent crime in 
America as effectively, efficiently and quickly as possible are: 

The President's "Three Strikes and You're QU!,I mandatory life imprisonment 
proposal, which passed the Crime Subcommittee with bipartisan support. 

* 	 A broad range of key crime prevention programs, including the Ounce of 
Prevention program, the after-school Conummity Youth Services program, and 
Midnight Sports, which underscore the President's dual punishment-and
prevention approach to reduce crime. . 

• 	 Drug Courts and other Supervised Release Programs for drug-abusing 
offenders, which offer a sensible and successful alternative to incarceration for 
drug offenders within the criminal justice system. . 

* 	 Prison grants to states that take· appropriate measures to ensure that the most 
serious violent offenders are put behind bars for a long time.. 

* 	 Restoration of an enforceable deat.h penalty for the most heinous of federal 
offenses. As the President has stated, this provision, which has garnered clear 
bipartisan support, is an important clement of a comprehensive legislative anti
crime program. 
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Daily Talking Points on Anti-Crime Legislation 

Tuesday, March 15, 1994 


VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 

• 	 As part of the President's overall anti-crime strategy, the Administration supports new federal 
efforts aimed at curbing gender-motivated violence and improving restitution to victims of 
such crime. The Crime Bill's Violence Against Women provision creates a federal cause of 
action for violence perpetrated against an individual because of their gender. 

• 	 Under the Violence Against Women proposal, victims of a felony crime of violence may 
bring a civil suit for damages or equitable relief in federal or state court, provided that the 
crime they suffered was committed because of gender and due, at least in part, to animus 
based on the victim's gender. 

• 	 The Violence Against Women provision is both fair and smart. It's fair because it addresses 
those situations in which victims are without redress due to inadequate state remedies, and 
allows victims improved access to federal courts. The proposal is smart because it does not 
clog federal dockets by automatically labelling whole categories of offenses as gender
motivated; proof of the perpetrator's animus is a prerequisite to recovery.' 

• 	 The proposal also creates new federal offenses, such as fleeing across state lines"in violation 
of a stay away or protection order. 

• 	 The Violence Against Women provision funds grant programs aimed at r~ucing and 
preventing violence against women, as well. Programs provided for inchide: 

* 	 State grants ($870 million over three years) to: expand and strengthen victim services 
and programs, such as rape crisis centers, battered women's shelters, and rape and 
family violence programs; train Jaw enforcement officers to more effectively identify 
.and respond to violent crimes against women; and expand law enforcement units 
specifically to target violent crimes against women. 

* 	 Victim Counselors ($1.5 milJion) to help victims and witnesses in sex and domestic 
violence cases. . 

* 	 Safe Colleges, targeting $20 million to rape and violence prevention and education on 
college campuses. 

Help for the Homeless and Runaways, which provides $10 million to help alleviate* 
the problem of homeless and runaway women and girls through street-based education 
and outreach programs and counseling and treatment for runaway, homeless and street 
youth who are at risk of being subjected to sexual abuse. 



'5"202 	 514 0467 ODAG ~002 

Daily Talking 'Points on Anti-Crime Legislation 

Monday, March 14, 1994' 


HOUSE SUBCO:MMITTEES APPROVE KEY ELEMENTS OF 

PRESIDENT'S CRIME PLAN 


• 	 . The momentum behind the President's crime proposals is steadily building on Capitol 
Hill. Markups in House subcommittees last week saw passage of a number of key 
Administration anti-crime provisions. ' 

* 	 The President's "Three Strikes and You're OutD mandatory life imprisonment 
proposal, strongly backed by Rep. Charles Schumer, sailed through Schumer's 
Cnme and Criminal Justice subcommittee on a 10 to 3 bipaltisan vote~ The ' 
message being sent js loud and clear: this Administration Will not tolerate 
violent crime. ' 

Several crime prevention elements supported by the President were also 
approved by Rep. Schumer's subcommittee, including the Ounce of Prevention 
program, the after-school Community Youth Services program, and Midnight 
Sports. 

* 	 The President's proPosals for Drug Courts and other SuperVised Release 
Programs for substance-abusing offenders, which offer creative and successful 
method for dealing with drug offenders within the criminal justice system, 
were likewise ratified by the Schumer subcommittee. I 

A major state prison grant program, which allows states to efficiently lock up* 
more violent criminals more quickly and for a longer period of time than 

,	through a federal regional prison system, found bipartisan s~pport in and was 
passed by Rep. WilHam Hughes's Subcommittee on Intellectual Property and 
Iudicial Administration. 

The death penalty, an imponant component of the President's comprehensive 
anti-crime package, was overwhelmingly passed by the Crime and Criminal 
Justice subcommittee in a bipartisan vote of 10 to 3. 

* 	 Also approved by the same subcommittee was the Administration's Police 
Corps proposal, providing higher education assistance to students who make a 
commitment to work in law enforcement following graduation. 
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PRESIDENT CLINTON ADDRESSES FORUM ON 

CRIME AND NATIONAL SERVICE 


• 	 Bringing people together in their communities and encouraging them to assume some 
. responsibility in dealing with violence are the themes of President Clinton's addreiS today to 
the Forum on Crime and National Service in New York. 

In his remarks, the President remembers Kitty Genovese, a young woman who was stabbed to 
death outside of her apattment building 30 years ago this week. Her story reveals the cOSt 
violence exacts from the psyche of our nation. Although 38 witness watched or listened as 
Kitty Genovese's attack~r stabbed her several times, not one called the po1ic~ or came to.the 
woman's aid.. No one wanted to get involved. On that night thirty years ago, it seemed as if 
the value of responsibility meant only being responsible for yourself. 

• 	 Today, we often seem to face that same indifference. When we see the tragedy that violent 
crime perpetrates, our reaction all too often is to hunker down inside, turn our backs, raise 
the drawbridge and leave the problem to others. We are a nation seized by fear--fea.r of 
getting involved, fear of reaching out to one another, fear of walking the streets of OUI 
neighborhoods, our city streets and our public parks. And no nation is free when it must hide 
behind locked doors, imprisoned. by its own fear. 

• 	 We must change the basic attitudes of our nation. We must leam how to be neighbors once 
again. Each of us has a serious responsibility to do our part; Government cannot do the job 
alone. 

• 	 The American people can take back their communities, and one oithe best ways is through 
the Administration's national service program, AmeriCorps. Involving 20,000 seivice 
workers of all ages and backgrounds. AmeriCorps offers young people an opportunity to 
serve our country by helping their communities. AmeriCorps service workers engage in 
substantive, skill-building work. from immunizing our babies. tutoring our children. and 
cleaning up our parks, to helping make our schools and streets safer. Making a difference by 
reconnecting with our communities - that's what AmeriCorps is all about. 

• 	 This sununer. we will also make a difference by giving our citizen.~ something to say "yes" 
to. Through this year's Summer of Safety, 6,000 individuals will come together across 
generations, ethnicities. and income levels to engage in direct, locally-based service to 
strengthen the ability of communities to re..c;pond to problems of crime, violence and fear. 
Participants will help poUce·monitor victim assistance hotIines, clean up dangerous parks and 
alleys, provide crime prevention workshops to families, and help organize neighborhood 
watch programs. . 
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CERTAINTY OF PUNISHMENT FOR YQUNG OFFENDERS 

.. 	 All too often, young offenders learn that the consequence for committing a crime is to be put 
on probation. That's it. In other circumstances, young non-violent offenders are thrown in 
with our most hardened criminals where they learn the "right way" to commit crimes. 

o 	 By providing alternative sanctions to probation or hard-core, 10ng-term incarceration, young 
offenders can learn that there is a certainty of punishment at the initial stages of a criminal 
career. That lesson learned my nip a new criminal career in the bud. Some alternative 
sanctions include: shock incarceration, electronic mOnitoring, weekend incarceration. home 
incarceration. restitution programs, vocational programs, community service. intensive 
supervised probation and other innovative and non-traditional (lptions which ensure swift and 
certain punishment. 

"Boot Camps" are one such" alternative which provide penal authorities with a viable 
sentencing solution for young offenders. Frequently caned "shock incarceration" programs, 
boot camps place young offenders in a quasi-military program similar to a military basic 
training program that instills discipline, routine, and respect for authority. 

• 	 The rationale behind boot camps is four·fold: 'First, a sUbstantial number of youthful first
time offenders now incarcerated will respond to a short but intensive period of confinement 
followed by a Jonger period of intensive community supervision. Second, these offenders will 
benefit from a military-style atmosphere that instills a sense of self-discipline and physical 
conditioning that was lacking in their lives. Third. these same youths need exposure to 

relevant educational and vocational training. drug treatment, and generaIcQunseling services 
to develop more positive and law·abiding values and become hetter prepared to secure 
legitimate future employment. Finally, the cosle; involved will be less than a traditional 
criminal justice sanction that imprisons the offender for a substantially longer period of time. 

• 	 Typically, boot camps target offenders who otherwise would have been sentenced to prison 
for at least one year. To date, 28 state prison systems Me operating 43 boot camp programs 
with more states planning to follow. While they have their critics, tbe early data suggests that 
boot camps are better than prison in terms of recidivism and cost. 

• 	 A critical component of hoot camps and" other alternative sanctions is the intensive post
release monitoring that occurs to ensure that those motivated have every opportunity to get 
their lives on the right uack. 



October 26, 1993 

MEMORANDUM TO 	 DAVID GERGEN 
DEE DEE MYERS 
MARKGEARAN 

FROM: 	 BRUCE REED 

SUBJECT: 	 COPS ON TIlE BEAT IN TIlE CRIME BILL 

Since Attorney General Reno's appe<l!ance on Meet tbe Press, some: reporters bave 
questioned tbe credibility of tbe 50,000 cops in tbe crime bill. Here are tbe facts. 

1. We already have the money to pay for 50,000 cops. The Justice Department baS 
already set aside the $3.4 billion in its planning baseline to fund tbe cops program through 
FY99. The President has committed to fully funding this provision, no matter what. 

2. Out $3.4 billion program is enough to put 50,000. cops on the street. Our 
program will pay up to $25,000 a year in salary and benefits (not $12,000,: as David Broder 
said) for three years -- for a total of $75,000 for each new police officer hired. The program 
requires a local match of between 25% and 50%. We .want cities to be bought into this 
program: the grants only go to cities that are moving toward community policing, and we 
expect them to take over paying these cops after their grants run out. Our program will pay 
at least half the cost of a new cop in a big city for three years. The average annual cost of 
salary and benefits for a new cop in major cities is $50,000. In smaller toWns and cities, the 
range is $25-35,000. The Attorney Generalhas waiver authority to waive the local match. 

3: Cities are mote than willing to share the cost of more cops. Since we paSsed 
our $150 million community policing program in the FY93 supplemental ill June, tbe Justice 
Department has received applications from more than 1,000 cities and towns -- for a 
program that has money for just over 2,000 cops. Mayoral candidates in ~tlanta, Detroit, 
Boston, Seattle, and other 1993 races have made more cops on the street their #1 issue (as it 
was last year for Los Angeles Mayor Richard Reardon, who promised 3,000 new cops). If 
our crime bill doesn't pass, those mayors and others are committed to ·finding a way to pay 
for more cops all on their own. We can make those local dollars go further, and ensure they 
go toward community policing. 

4. The President has said that if Congress passes his procurement bill, be will 
commit up to $5 billion more to fighting crime. If Congress passes those savings, he will 
support Congressional efforts to increase the number of cops in the crime bill (and perhaps . 
increase the federal contribution), and intensify otber anti-crime initiatives, like boot camps· 
and drug courts. The NPR report says passage of procurement reform could save over $5 
billion in the first year alone. OMB Director Panetta said Tuesday that we expect CBO to 
score these savings at $3":5 billion, and that the Administration wants that money to go to 
fighting crime. The President also said Tuesday that if Congress doesn't pass these cuts, be 
will keep corning back with more cuts until we have all we need to make~erica safe. 



CRIME AND VIOLENCE 

"Violent crime and the fear it provokes are crippling our society, 
limiting personal freedom and fraying the ties that bind us. The crime bill 
before Congress gives you a chance to do something about it - - a chance t() 
be tough and smart. /I 

President Clinton 
State of the Union Address 
January 25, 1994 

IT'S TIME TO PASS A CRIME BILL. AMERICANS HAVE WAITED LONG 
ENOUGH. 

* Personal security has become the most pressing concern in the everyday lives of 
millions of Americans and their families. People have a right to feel safe, and the first duty 
of government is to keep them safe. 

* We are in the midst of an epidemic of violence in this country. It is time to put 
politics and ideology aside and start providing real answers to the real fears of real people. 
We need more police, more drug courts, more boot camps, and a criminal justice system that 
keeps violent criminals off the streets. We also need stronger families, better schools, and 
more work in our communities. 

FIGHTING CRIME IS A CENTERPIECE OF THE ADMINISTRATION'S DOMESTIC 
AGENDA. 

* President Clinton made crime a centerpiece of his State of the Union Address, and 
challenged Congress to move quickly to pass a crime bill that will reduce and prevent crime 
and violence. 

. . 
* The Administration is seeking action on all fronts: 

Put 100,000 More Police Officers. on the Street in Community Policing. Putting 
more police on the beat will do more than anything else to catch criminals and prevent crime 
from occurring in the first place. In December, the Administration awarded grants to 74 
cities and towns to expand community policing. 



Put Violent, Repeat Offenders Away for Life. Most violent crimes are committed 
by a small percentage of criminals. We need a criminal justice system that makes sure those 
who commit crimes serve their sentences, and says to repeat offenders: When you commit a 
third violent crime, you will be put away, and put away for good -- three strikes and you're 
out. The Senate crime bill includes more money for prisons. 

Pass an Assault Weapons Ban. No other nation allows teenagers to roam the streets 
with assault weapons, better armed than the police. The President has challenged sportsmen 
and others to join in this effort to build on the Brady Bill and keep guns out of the hands of 
criminals. The Senate crime bill includes a ban on the manufacture and sale of assault 
weapons, the gun of choice for drug dealers and gangs. 

Expand Drug Treatment. Drugs are a factor in an enormous percentage of crimes. 
Recent studies indicate that drug use is on the rise again among young people. The crime bill 
contains more money for drug treatment for criminal addicts and boot camps for youthful 
offenders, and the Administration FY95 budget will contain a large increase in funding for 
dnig treatment and drug education. 

Give Young People Something to Say Yes to. In America's toughest neighborhoods, 
meanest streets, and poorest rural areas, we have seen a stunning breakdown of community, 
family and work -- the heart and soul of civilized society. This has created a vast vacuum 
into which violence, drugs and gangs have moved. So, even as we say no to crime, we must 
give people -- especially our young people -- something to say yes to. The Administration 
has undertaken many initiatives to help rebuild distressed communities, strengthen families, 
and provide work, including: job training, welfare reform, health reform, Empowerment 
Zones, reform of the Community Reinvestment Act, and legislation to launch a national 
network of community development banks. 


