
TO: Bruce Reed, Barbara Chow 

FROM: Leanne, Deanne, Sarah 

DATE: July l3, 2000 

SUBJECT: Gun Strategy 

This is the legislative proposals portion of the Gun Strategy Report that we will discuss at Friday 
moming's 9:30 meeting. Many of these proposals have already been introduced in past 
Administration gun bills; however, there are a handful of new ones that we should review. We 
have indicated in the attached document which proposals are new :and which are old. 



NEW IDEAS: 


• 	 Require all fireanns transactions to go through FFLs. 

• 	 Arrest as basis for identifying prohibited person. 

• 	 Unlicensed dealers. 

• 	 New straw purchase violation for FFLS. 

• 	 Congress should reinstate controls on the sale of ammunition. 

• 	 Congress should enact legislation to prohibit anyone under indictment on felony charges 
from possessing a fireann. 

• 	 Denying access to guns by anyone convicted of a serious violent misdemeanor. 

• 	 Require manufacturers and importers to test fire cartridges and enter the gunprints'into 
NIBIN. . ' 

• 	 Congress should enact legislation requiring a second, "hidden" serial number on all fireanns. 

• 	 Congress should remove the existing restrictions on centralizing ATF records .. 

• 	 Fireanns safety board. 

• 	 Require domestically manufactured guns to meet at least the same standards as imported 
guns. 

• 	 .50 caliber sniper rifles. 



·.:.~ 
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secured-locked and unloaded-so that children and other unauthorized persons cannot access 
them. The campaign will be released in June 2000. In addition, the Departments ofTreasury and 
Justice will work with non-governmental organizations to promote a "parents asking parents" 
safety message program that encourages parents to ask each other about the accessibility ofguns 
~ homes their children visit. (AI 23) 

The Department ofJustice and A IF will also provide training and technical assistance to 
communities to implement safe fIrearms handling and storage programs. In 1998, AIF's Miami 
Field Division, in cooperation with the Broward County Hospital pistrict and Board ofEducation 
and with the endorsement of the local U.S. Attorney's Office, developed an innovative fIrearms . 
safety program, CARGO (Communities Addressing Responsible Gun Ownership). ,The program 
combines personnel from healthcare, A TF and other law enforcement agencies, and the school 
district to provide fIrearms safety education to students, parents and teachers in the schools. ATF 
plans to expand its fIrearms safety outreach activities through its Field Divisions. (AI 24) 

Fireanm-Related Suicide, 
, " 

, ' 

Strong evidence suggests ,that access to guns greatly increases the risk of suicide. We need. 
to take steps to develop effective firearms*related suicide prevention strategies. To do tIlls, it is 
important to develop a greater understanding of the problem of gun suicide. This Can be done by 
combining the methods used to study fIrearms-related violence in general with those used by 
public h~th profession81s to study suicide prevention. In particular, we need to develop our 
capacity to learn about the frequency and chaIacteristics of suicides committed with firearms, 
including suicide risk factors, such as a history of domestic violence, child abuse, depression, 
alcohol or drug abuse, arrests, and traUIilatic loss, as well as the kin~ ofguns involved, their 

, storage and history ofownership. We also must learn a great deal more about how fIrearms 
purchase or access is related to suicidal behavior, so that we can develop effective intervention ' 
and prevention strategies~ The Departments ofJustice and Treasury plan towork with the ' 
Department ofHealth and Human'Services and to participate iIi the Surgeon General's National 
Suicide Prevention Initiative, as appropriate, to help develop a comprehensive understanding of 
fIrearms-related sUicide and effectivepreventionstmtegies.(AI25) , "_ 

, , ", ,I, ,,' , ' , ' 

LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS 
. :'.' . . .' .: '. '." 

Even with enhanced collaboration between federal, state ,and local law enforcement, 
implementation of the innovative strategies presented in this report, and increased funding to 
combat gun violence, the effectiveness ofany national strategy to reduce gun violence will be 

, limited unless and until legislation is enacted that corrects major deficiencies in our federal, . 
firearms laws. 'ACcOrdingly, the final section of this report sets out legislative measures that 
would support the efforts we are undertaking on every front to reduce gun crime and violence. 

, ' 

Common sense federal legislation such as the Bnw.y Acfhas contributed significantly to 
keeping guns out of the wrong hands. The success of this and other measures luis led to· ,a broader 
recognition by law enforcement, the American public, gun manufacturers, and gun oWners that 
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sensible measures to regulate firearms can and will make a different in reducing gun crime and 
violence and saving lives. 

, Our federal gun laws, the development ofwhich is described ,in Appendix E, are still 
inadequate to address gun crime and violence fully. There are critical gaps that must be filled, and 
additional measures that will greatly assist our communities in reducing gun violence and keeping 
guns out of the wrong hands. Last year, the Administration proposed a comprehensive gun bill, 
the Youth Crime Gun Enforcement Act. Many of its provisions were included in the legislation, 
that passed the Senate in May of 1999, including a provision to close the dangerous loophole in 
our laws that permits felons and other prohibited persons to buy guns at gun shows with no ' 
background checks or records to permit crime gun tracing. The House did, not adopt the gun show 

, legislation; however, the juvenile justice bill that passed in the House included some other 
important firearms provisions. 

, Congress should mediately resurnework on the gun legislation to fight gun violence and 
close the gun show loophole. This legislation would not interfere with those sportsmen, hunters 
and other law-abiding Americans who wish to buy and use firearms for lawful activities. ' 

A. 	 Tougher Criminal Penalties For Those Who Violate the Federal Firearms Laws 

Existing law does not always provide adequate penalties for violations of the current ' 
federal gun lawS. In this section we describe legislative proposals that would assist law 
enforcement by providing tougher federal penalties. 

• 	 Expand criminal penalties for armed career criminals~ , The Anned Career Criminal , 
Act (ACCA) iniposes aminimurn J5-year prison term for, felons found in unlawful 
possession ofa firearm who have three priqr convictions for violent felonies or serious 
drug trafficking offenses. Congress should amend the ACCA to allowuP to two, ' 

,Ali ~violations ofthe felon~m:-possession law to be included as predicate offenses for sentence 
Ut....l..J 'enhancement under the ACCAPersonswho haveb~ep. convicted ofa single violent 
',:,,~-,~.:.~-,_-:--.--~:..felonyor serious drug offense~ and twice convicted' ofviolatfug thefeion-m-possession:-- ' 

, , 	 , "statute; have demonstrated a propensity for 'violence that justifieS enhanced sentencing 
under the ACCA TheACCA should also be amended to include as predicates acts of ' 

, juvenile delinquency that, ifcommitted by an adult, would constitute senous drug 
trafficking offenses.' ' , 

• 	 Strengthen the criminal penalties for gun 'kingpins. Existing criminal penalties for 
" illegal firearms tramckingare inadequate. Gun ldrigpins may trafficin hundreds of 

firearmS, yet the penalty for engaging in the business ofdealing ill firearms without a 
'license carries a niaximum penalty of five years' imprisonment. 'Given 'the seriousness of 
the offense, themaximurn peilaltyshould be increased to ten years'imprisonment. The 
United States Sentencfug Commission should also be directed to review and amend the 
Federal sentencing guidelines to provide aD. appropriate enhaD.cement for trafficking 
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violations that involve more than 50 firearms. Under current guidelines, someone who 
. traffics five guns would receive the same penalty as someone who traffics 500. 

• 	 Increased penalties for firearms conspiracies. Since criminals working together 
generally do more hann than criminals working alone, persons who conspire to violate the '. 
fireanns laws should be punished by the same maximum term that applies to the 
substantive offense that was the object of the conspiracy. Congress should enact 
legislation to increase the penalties for firearms conspiracies. 

• 	 Include gang-related offenses as RICO predicates. The Racketeer Influenced and 
Corrupt Organizations (RICO) statute provides an important tool for combating criminal 

OLJ) 	 enterprises, Congress should enact legislation including certain gang-related fireanns 
offenses as RICO predicates. 

R 	 Tougher criminal penalties for serious FFL recordkeeping violations that aid gun 
trafficking. Under existing law, recordkeeping violations by FFLs are generally punished 
as misdemeanors, with a maximum penalty ofone year in prison. This penalty is woefully 
inadequate where .the FFL's recordkeeping violations aid and abet the unlawful transfer of 
a fireann.TheGCA should be amended to make the most serious recordkeeping 

.. violations committed by FFLs punishable by up to 10 years' imprisonment. 

• 	 Increase existing penalties for thosewh~ transfer handguns to juvenile~, and those 
juveniles who unlawfully possess handguns. The penalties for juvernles who unlawfully 
possess handguns, and persons who unlawfully transfer handguns to juveniles, should be 
increased. Under current law, a juvenile who Unlawfully possesses a handgun is subject 
only to probation fer a first offense, and a persen who. unlawfully tranSfers a handgun to. a 
juvenile is punished only by a misdemeaner penalty. The lawsheuld be amended to. . 
increase these penalties .. First-tiinejuvenile effenders sheuld be subject to. a misdemeanor 
penalty' fer pessessing ahandgun. Adults who. unlaWfully transfer handguns to. . 
unautherizedjuveniles sheuld be subjectte 5 years'· impriseriment . 

• 	 . Provide a criminal penalty for: strUcturing transactions tC) avoid reporting.m~ltiple 
handgun sales •. In seme cases, firearms dealers assist illegal traffickers by advising them 
how to. structure firearms sales to. aveidthe multiple sales reperting reqUirement. 
Structuring handgun transactiens'te aveid the multiple sales repert requirement impedes 
ATFs ability to. combat illegal trafficking efhandguns,and sheuld be made unlawful. 

• 	
. '. 

Penalize individuals who transfer faearms when theyhave reaSonable cause to 
believe the gun will be used to commit a crime of Violence or drug traffickitlg crime. 
Current law makes it illegal to transfer a firearm "knewing".that thefireann will be used to 
ceriunit a crime efvielence er drug trafficking crime.. Thiscrime sheuld net belinrited to. 
instances in which the. transferor has actual knewledge that it crime efvielence er drug . 
trafficking crime wi11be cominittoo, but sheuld alSo. apply to individuals whehave 
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"reasonable cause to believe" that this gun will be used in such a crime. Congress should 
amend the GCA to clarify that it is a felony to transfer a firearm if the transferor has 
reasonable cause to believe that the firearm will be used in a crime ofviolence or drug 
trafficking crime: 

• 	 Extend the statute of limitations for National.Firearms Act (NFA) prosecutions . 
Because the National Firearms Act (NFA) is included within the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986, the statute of limitations for prosecutions ofcriminal violations ofthe NFA is 3 
years. This period is much shorter than the general statute of limitations applicable to 
federal criminal violations, which is five years. Congress should enact le!sislation . 
extending the statute oflimitations for NF A violations (such as the unlawful transfer of 
explosive bombs or short-barreled shotguns) from three to five years. 

B. 	 Keeping Guns Out of the Wrong Hands . 

. . In this section, we describe ~everallegislative proposals, many of which have already been 
passed by either the HoUse or. Senate, that would assist law enforcement in fighting gun violence 
by. keeping guns out of the wrong hands. 

1. Extending the Brady Act's Protections to the Secondary Market 

Under current law, the two key tools that keep guns out ofthe wrong hands-the Brady 
Act background check and the tracing ofcrime guns-apply only to the "primary market" of sales 
by licensed dealers. The secondary market in guns-'which involves sales by non-license4 

. individuals --evades these controls entirely. This gap creates a fundamental weakness in our 
ability to keep guns out of the wrong hands. Legislation is needed to make secondary market 
sellers follow the samesimple but effective rules that apply to licenseddea1ets. 

. .' Although the size o(the secondary market in firearmsis difficult to qUantify, it is . 
estiimited.$at abOUt two million grinS are sold .each year at gun shows, trade shows, flea markets~. ' 

······~·-·:""··--:andinmdividual privatetranS~ction.sbyw:ili.ceD.sedindividuals~· Indeed, more than 4,000 gUn .• ~'".~-;... .:..-.
shows are held each year in this country, and between 25-50 percent of sellers at gun shows are' 

. '.' tmlicerised, as are .almost all firearm:s vendors at flea markets .. Nonlicensees cannot initiate a 
· NICS check and hav~ no obligation to find out whether a purchaser is a felon, fugitive, or other' 
· prohibited person. They also are not required to keep any record of their firearms transactions. 
As a result, huge numbers ofguns are sold anonymously, creating a ready supply offireanns for 
criminals and firearms traffickerS. Moreover, guns entering this unregulated market cannot be 

· traced ifthey later are recovered at a crime scene; 'We must take steps to close the legislative 
loopholes that allow the secondary market in firearms to serve as a source ofguns to criminals and 
other prohibited perSons. . . 

• . dose the gun show loophol~. At a minimum, Congress should enact the legislation.the 
Senate passed last year requiring all firearms transactions atguns shows to go through 

( , 	 . , 
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FFLs and be subject to Brady Act background checks and FFL recordkeeping 
. requirements. This legislation would not shut down gun shows; it would merely prevent 
felons, stalkers, prohibited gang members, and other persons not allowed by law to posses 
guns from anonymously acquiring firearms at gun shows with "no questions asked." 

• 	 Require all firearms transactions to go through FFLs. Gun shows are only the most . 
, visible manifestation ofa much larger pro~lem-the unregulated, anonymous sale of 
fIrearms by unlicensed sellers who have no obligation to perform background checks or 
keep any records of sa1es~ So long as criminals and other prohibited persons can get 
firearms in the secondary market, our ability to keep guns out of the wrong hands will be 
limited, and until law enforcement can readily trace crime guns sold in the secondary 
market, enforcement of the laws will be unnecessarily difficult. Congress should enact 
legislation requiring all firearms transactions (with certain exceptions for intrafamily 
transfers and bequests) to go through, a licensed dealer. This would ensure tha~ these' 
transactions are subject to the background check requirements of the Brady Act and the 
recordkeeping requirements that enable the tracing ofcrime guns , 

2. Closing Loopholes in the Brady Act 

Although the Brady Act has been remarkably successful iII stopping the flow of fIreanns 
from FFLs to prohibited persons, some lirl:ritationsin the current law need tobe fIxed so ~at it can 
achieve its full promise ofpreventing criminals from obtaini.D.g guns from licensed dealers. 

• 	 Provide law enforcement with adequate tiine to conduct ,background checks. The 
current Brady Act provides that ifNICS cannot complete a background check within three 
business days, the FFL may transfer the firearm despite the incomplete check. This is true 
even where NICS has information, such as a felony arrest record, that suggests that the 
purchaser may in.fact be prohibited." . 

OL..1) .In the vast majority ofcases, NICS checks ate completed in a matter ofseconds., , 
.. ',. ~ .~~ Howeve~, approxlmately three percent ofbackground checks remain uniesolved after ten 

t bJ" AI T MI~ .ca1endardays. Current1y~thedelay usually occurs becaus~ the system locates a felony 
. '_ :'l__..J.\..tn"\ arrest, but canDot determin~ecause of in~mplete state file5-'-whether the individual " 
\\'oa~ 'S~'"- 'J was actually convicted. Ifstate or local law enforcement pfficials do-not provide 

". 	 information about the disposition ofan arrest to the FBI Within three business days, the 
firearm may be transferred. IfNICS thereafter determines that the purchaser-was in fact 
prohibited, and the :firearm has already been transferred,' the FBI immediately refers the 

. 'matter to A TF to verify the purchaser's prohibited status and take prompt action to retrieve 
the firearm. .Because ofpublic safety considerations, A TF gives these "delayed denials" . 
top priority. Obviously, reliance on the retrieval mechanism is a poor substitute for 

"'-x 	 preventing aprohibited person from acquiring a firearm in the fIrst place. Corigress, 

shOuld amend the Brady Act to give law enforcement adequate time to complete Brady 

background checks. 
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• 	 ArreSt as basis for identifying prohibited person. Since the Brady Act's pennanent 
provisions took effect, there have been over 5,000 "delayed denials," in which the FBI has 
verified conviction after the three business days provided by law, and another 75,000 
tldefault proceeds," in which the FBI could not definitely resolve the background check 
within the statutory period, and has not yet ~erified conviction. A significant number of 
these unresolved background checks are likely to involve prohibited persons and turn into 
"delayed denials:' presenting a serious public safety threat and posing an unnecessary 
safety risk to law enforcement officials who retriev~ the. illegally acquired firearms from 
prohibited persons. 

Under the interim Brady provisions, local enforcement <?fficials used felony arrests 
without disposition information as a basis for qenying the sale, at least until disposition 
records were obtained. Congress should amend the Brady Act to authorize denying 
firearms transactions on the basis ofarrest records under the permanent provisions of the 
Brady Act. This would impose little hardship on law-abiding gun buyers, especially since 

the Brady Act provides fotan appeal process for all persons denied a gull purchase. 

o 	 Close the state permit loophole. The Brady Act contains a state permit looph~le that 
allows FFLs to transfer a firearm to anyone holding certain types of state firearms permits, 
without initiating a NICS check at the time of sale. Since the holder ofa state permit may 
qualify for an exemption for up to five years, firearms may be transferred to individuals . 
who have become prohibited-for example, by committing a felony-between the time the 
permit was issued and the time of sale. Under existing law, the dealer has no way of

eLl) ensuring that the state permit holder is not a disqualified person. State permitS that are not 
inimediatelyand effectively revoked when a persoribecomes prohibited should not . 
substitute for a Brady Act check. Congress should enact legislation to close the state 
permit loophole in the Brady Act. 

3. Reducing RZegaZ Trafficking in Firearms 

-'·~·~~~;=-~-"~."-'··-'·Onehandgijn:a 'furintb.~'CfuTent' fedetaI law does "il6fprevent an mdividuaJ. frorii~':-~.~-:". " 
.. purchasing an unlimited number of firearms, including handguns, froni a licensed dealer, 

'. making it easy for a trafficker to' purchase large quantities offirearms and resell them to 
criminals, unauthorized juveniles, and other prohibited persons. Handguns are afavorite 
weapon ofgun traffickers attdcriminals'

7
. When the citizens ofSouth Carolina and .' 

Virginia recognized that traffickers stocked up on handguns in their states and sold them 
oLD I elsewhere, the state legislatures moved tolimithandgun'purchases to one per month.. 	 '. 

Virginia has reported success with its one-handgun-a-month law. Since enactment, 
,. 	 Virginia has dropped from first to eighth in the ranking ofstates 'that. serve as a source of 

guns seized at crime scenes in the Northe3st. According to a 1996 study published by the 
American Medical Association, the percentage ofguns traveling fron: Virginia to the . 
Northeast fell from. approximately 35 percent to' approximately 15 percent ofguns that 
were used in crime. 	 . 

53 

.' 



. 	 . 

A federal one~gun-a-month law will eliminate the need for a piecemeal approach to 
stopping gun trafficking by imposing a uniform rule. Congress should enact legislation 
limiting each individual to one handgun purchase a 'month, with reasonable exceptions for 
those with a legitimate reason to acquire multiple handguns in a short period of time. 

• 	 Unlicensed dealers. Given the critical role that licenSed dealers play in combating gun 
trafficking, it is important that dealers not evade the requirement that they obtain a licrose. 
Current law is needlessly complex and often makes it difficult to prosecute dealers who 
operate without a license. A firearms dealer is required to have a federal firearms license' 
only ifhe or she is "engaged in the business" ofdealing in firearms, which requires a 
showing that the dealer "devote[s] time, attention and labor to dealing in firearms as a 
regular course of trade or business with the principal objective of livelihood and. profit 
through the repetitive purchase and resale of firearms." 17 The term "principal objective of 
livelihood and profit" requires proofthat the dealer's intent in selling or disposing of 
firearms is predominantly to obtain livelihood and pecuniary gain, and not to improve or' 
liquidate a personal firearms Collection or sell firearms asa hobby. 

. . . '. 	 . 

It is often difficult to .establish conclusively that an unlicensed dealer is not selling guns to 
liquidate or. improve a personal collection or as a hobby~This has forced law enforcement 
to resort to other firearms charges to attack firearms trafficking by unlicensed vendors. 
Congress should amerid theGCA to provide a more straightforward and realistic definition 
ofwhen an individual is engaged in the business ofdealing in firearms. 

• 	 New straw purchase violation for FFLs. A"straw purchase"occurs when the actual 
buyer of a firearm uSes another person, the "straw purchaser:' to execute the paperwork 
necessary to purchase a firearm from an fFL,. Prohibited persons aIJd violent gang 
members often use straw purchasers to acquire gunS from FFLs. 

It is a felony for an individUal to certify that he is the actllal pur~haserof a firearm when in 
,fact he is buying the firearm as a "straw purchaser" for the actual purchaser: However, it 
is not a violation oftheGCA for'theFFL to knowingly transfer afuearm toastraw ·c 

purchaser. 'Instead, law eOforcement authorities must rely on charges ofaidfugand. 
abetting a false statement, orrCcordkeeping violations. ··.Congress should enact legislation. 
making it unlawful for any FFL to transfer a firearm, knowing that the person completing . 
the required paperviorlds not the actual purchaser of the firearm ... 

. 	 . . . 

II Require common and contract carrien to report stolen or lost guns. Feqeral firearms 
laws currently do not require common carriers to report firearms thefts to A TF. 
Nonetheless, a few carriers report thefts voluntarily, and between 1996 and October 1999, 

. , 	 " 

17 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(21)(C).· 
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these carriers reported over 10,000 fireanhs lost or stolen. Since only a few carriers 
currently report losses, actual losses were likely far greater. 

Congress should enact legislation requiring common aild contract carriers te report to law 
enforcement authorities the theft or loss ofany firearm within 48 hours ofdiscovery. This· 
requirement would be consistent with the current reporting obligation placed on FFLs, and 
would assist law enforcement authorities in solving thefts and in tracing stolen. guns. 

• 	 Require licensees to submit a multiple sales report to ATF whenever a person buys 
two or more handguns from a single licensee within a 30-day period. Current law 
requires a licensee to submit a multiple sales report to ATF whenever a person buys 2 or 
more handguns from a single licensee within a 5-day period. This data provides useful 
intelligence in the fight against illegal gun trafficking. However, traffickers can easily 
circumvent this requirement by buying one handgun from a given dealer.in 6-day 
interva1s~ The GCA should be amended to more. accurately capture multiple purchase 
information. . 

• 	 Allow law enforcement authorities to use .the forfeiture laws to combat gun 
trafficking. Current forfeiture laws offer only limited assistance in combating gull .. 
trafficking. Congress should enact legislation that would provide for forfeiture ofvehicles 
used to commit gun trafficking crimes, and the proceedS of such offenses. The law should 
also be amended to authorize civil forfeiture offirearms used to commit or facilitate any 
crime ofviolence or felony under Federal law; 

• 	 Congress should .enact legislation to increase the tax imposed by the National·. 
Firearms Act. The National Firearms Act (NFA) imposes a $200 tax upon making and 
transferring "gangster-type" weapons such as machine guns, short-barreled shotguns, and 
destructive devices. The tax has. not been increased since the NF A's enactment iIi 1934. 
Although the tax was originally intended to deter people·from making or transferring such 
weapons, itbas clearly not kept up with inflation and now has minimal deterrent value. 

. , '.' . ".' . 	 '. "." 

4. Reducing Rleg~lAccess to Firearms byJuveniles and Yo~th 

. Keeping guns,out ofthe hmds ofjuveniieshas been one ofthe .Administration's top 
... priorities. Howevei:~ our current laws are still inadequate to keep guns from unauthorized 

. childreIi The nuinber ofchildreiI who are shot each day, arid the number ofjuvenile gun 
mUrderers confirms this tragic reality. The legislative proposals described in this section would 
help law enforcement authorities prevent access to guns by juveniles and youth. 

, 	 .' . . . 

• 	 Rinse the minimum age for handgnnpossession. The Youth Handgun Safety Act 
should be amended to ~se the minim\l.D1 age forhandgun possession to 21. The same 
exceptions that currently apply to juveniles would apply to persons petween the ages of 18 

.. and 21, They coUld temporarily possess a handgun if they needed it to hunt or farm or in . 
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connection with ajob, so long as they were authorized to have the handgun by responsible 
individuals (such as parents, employers, or the owners of the premises where the 
temporary possession occurs). 

• 	 Prevent youth access to semiautomatic assault rifles and large capacity ammunition 
feeding devices •. Current law prohibits juveniles from possessing assault pistols, but 
allows them to possess assault rifles and large capacity ammunition feeding devices 
manufactured before the effective date of the Assault Weapons Ban in 1994. This 
dangerous loophole should be closed by prohibiting the possessionofall semiautomatic 
assault weapons and large capacity magazines by persons under age 21. 

• 	 Congress should reinstate controls on the sale of ammunition. The GCA should be 
amended to reinstate the controls on ammunition sales that were repealed in 1986. 
Persons engaged in dealing in ammunition should be required to get a federallicense, keep 
transfer records, and check a purchaser's ID to ensure that he or she is oflegal age. 
Childrenshould.Dotbe allowed to purchase ammunition: 

5.. Denying Convicted Criminals Access to Guns 

. It is a matter ofconllnon sense that persons convicted ofcertain violent crimes should not 
. be allowed to poss~s or receive firearms .. The GCA has always made it unlawful for convicted 
felons to get or possess guns. However, current law does not go far enough in denying access to 
firearms to those convicted ofviolent crimes. The following proposals would assist us in 
preventing criminals from obtaining guns in the legal market. . . 

• 	 Keeping guns from convicted felons. The GCA prohibits convicted felons from 
receiving or possessing firearms, but a loophole in existiJig law allows potentially . 

~.'i' A.,f\eA' dangerous .individuals who have been convicted of felonies to possess fuearms if their 
..~t rn~\.! 7 civil rights have been restored under State law. Several States have laws that 
t1. .S11\\ , .. 

1'-'~~'~~~~~~~ 	 ~us~· 

~ . individruiIs to possess firearms .. Instead, the GCA shou,ld be amended to recognize a State ! restoration offirearms privileges oruy where the reStoration is based on an individualized . 
i'l . determination that possession ofa fuearm by the felon does not present a threat to public 
~safety. 	 '. . 

~ • 	 Congress should .enact legislation to prohibit anyone under indictment on felony 
charges from possessing a firearm Under current law, it is Unlawful for any person . 

. under felony indictment to ship, transport, or receive a :firearm, .butit is not .unlawful for 
such a person to cOntinue toposseps ·fireann.s that heor shereceived prior to being 

· indicted. This is trUe even ifthe person has been mdicted for committing a violent felony, 
· including murder. Individuals who.are under indictment on felony charges should not be 
· allowed to continue to possess firearms. . 
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• 	 "Juvenile Brady.tt As the number ofjuvenile homicide victims has increased, so too has 
the number ofjuveniles adjudica~ed delinquent for violent crimes such as murder, rape, 
and robbery. Today, those adjudicatiorts do not prevent juveniles from acquiring guns 
once they become adults. The Brady Act should be amended to treat violent juveniles and 
violent adults the same for purposes of determining whether they can buy a gun. 
Individuals who have been adjudicated delinquent for an act that would have been a 
violent felony if committed by an adult should be permanently prohibited from possessing 
or acquiring fireanns - regardless of their age when they committed the crime. 

, 

• 	 Denyirig access to guns by anyone convicted of a serious violent misdemeanor. In . 
1996, Congress enacted legislation that made it unlawful for anyone convicted ofa . 

. domestic violence misdemeanor to possess a gun.. This legislation ensures that anyone . 

. who has been convic1ed ofviolently assaulting his or her spouse or child can no longer 
lawfully obtain a firearm. However, the current prohibition is too narrow. For example, it . 
maynot coveran individual who has been convicted ofa misdemeanor crime ofviolently 
assaulting a girlfriend with whom he has never cohabited _. or a complete stranger, for that 
matter. Moreover, recent data suggests that persons with a history ofviolent misdemeanor 
convic~~ms·pose a significant risk for future serious violent crime. . 

In light of the recent research in this area, consideration should be given to prohibiting the. 
receipt or possession of firearms by individuals with misdemeanor criminal histories that 
demonstrate a propensity for violence. This would include a cOnviction for an offense 
classified as a misdemeanor under Federal or State law that has as an element the uSe or 
attempted use ofphysical force, or the threatened use ofa deadly weapon. 

. 	 . 

6. Enhancing ATF's Aqility to Trace Crim~Guns and Use Ballistics Technology 

Gun tracing has help.ed tis make great strides· in solVing crimes and attacking gun . 
trafficking. There are, however, numeroUs gaps an,d areasfor improvement in the current tracing 

........ system.. Filling th,ese gap$ and makllg these improvements are crucial to.our anti-traffickirig 
.··eriforcement efforts. ThefollOWmg legislative proposals will assist law enforcement hi traciilg' 
. crime guns and Using ballistics technology to its fullest extent. .. . .. 

• 	 Tr~cing secondh.and guns. when FFLs sell secondhand fireai1ns, these guns are often' . 
not traceable because they have passed though several non-licensed purchasers before the . 
FFLacquires and resells them. This creates a significant gap in AlF's ability to trace ... 
secondhand guns that are used in crime. Congress should enact legislation requiring: . 

all>. licensees to report limited information to A IF about secondhand guns that they acquire· 

I from nonlicensees •. This would inchide information about the make, model, . 
manufa.cturer/iinporter and serial nUmber of the firearm; however it would not include

1 identifying information about the. unlicensed sellers or purchasers of the guns.. SUch.1 
.J 	 legislation would enableATF to complete a significant number ofcrime gun traces that 
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cannot be completed today, thus assisting state and local law enforcement officials in 
solVing crimes. " 

• 	 Require manufacturers and importers to test fire cartridges and enter the gunprints 
into NIBIN. When a gun is fired, an identifiable "gunprint" is left upon the fired 
cartridge. Ifa firearm's "gunprint" is recorded in a central system, then forensicsfireanns 
examiners can electronically compare tho\lSands ofspecimens in a fraction of the time it 
would take to compare them manually. In effect, the system provides law enforcement 
agencies with the ability to link one or more seemingly unrelated shooting incidents to a 
single firearm. 

The current federal ballistics system contains only 500,000 images out ofan estimated 200 
million guns. Ifgunprints were routinely entered into the system before a gun is sold, our 
ability to trace guns .that are used in crimes would be greatly enh,anced. Indeed, this 
ballistics information could provide law enforc~ent leads even when only a bullet casing 
- and not a gun - is recovered ata crime. scene; ." Manufacturers and importers should be 
required by law to test fire cartridges and enter.the gunprints into NIBIN~ . 

u 	 Increase criminal penalties for transactions involving firearms with obliterated serial 
numbers. The current maximum penalty for knowingly transporting, shipping, 
possessing or receiving a firearm With an obliterated or altered serial number is five years 
imprisonment Like stolen guns, firearms with obliterated or altered serial numbers 
indicate an intent to use the weapon for a criminal purpose. Congress should enact 
legislation strengthening the criminaI penalties for transactions involving firearms with 
obliterated serial numbers, and increase the inaximumpenalty for such offenses to ten 
years imprisonment - the same as the current penalty for transactions invoiVing stolen 
guns. 

• 	 Congress shouid enad· I~Iation requiring a second, "hidden" serial number 011 all 
.. 

:.firearms. ... ATF receritlj'proposed a regulation" tb3.t wowd .prescribe miniriiUin lidght(3/32 
inch) .and dePth.(.OO5 inch) requirementS for serial numbers .. These new requirements ~~* "woUld make·it more difficult to obliterate serial numbers. However, further legislation is \Jey\. 
needed to require mariufactu.rers to include a second "hidden" serial nuniber on all " 
fireamis. " ." 	 . . 

• 	 Allow dealers voluntarily to submit old records t~ ATF'sNational Tracing Center. 
Under current law, once a licensee's reCOrds are more than20 years old, the licensee can 
either retain the records or destroy them. However, the law does not allow the licenSee to 
transfer these oid records to A TF.•Some licenseeS would prefer not to destroy old records 
- which would make the guns identified in them untraceable if the guns were later used in 
a crime - and would prefer to transfer them to ATF. The law should be amended to allow 
FFLs voluntarily to submit old businessrecerds to ATF. . 
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• 	 Congress should remove the existing restrictions on centralizing ATF records. Legal . 
restrictions in the Treasury Department's appropriations acts, as well as a provision added 
to the GCA in 1986 by FOPA; prohibit A TF from consolidating or centralizing FFL 
firearms acquisition and disposition.records.· These statutory restrictions hinder ATF's 
ability to trace crime guns through licensee records and should be repealed. 

7. 	 Enforcing Dealer Compliance with Tracing and Firearms Laws 

Combating trafficking depends critically on dealer cooperation: FFLs must check for 
appropriate identification, initiate the check on a purchaser's background required by the Brady 
Act, and maintain the records that enable crime gun tracing. FFLs are required to report multiple 
sales ofhandguns, respond to A TF trace requests within 24 hours, keep detaiied acquisition and 
disposition records, and follow all applicable state and local regulations and laws, including 
zoning ordinances: In addition, FFLs maynot knowingly transfer firearms to prohibited or 
underage persons, or knowingly transfer handguns to persons who do hot reside in the state where 
the FFL is licensed. 

The great majority ofdealers abide by these requirementS and contribute to our attack on 
illegal trafficking; Fora small number ofdealers,. however, this maynot.be true. ATF 
investigative and crime gun trace information shows that the firearms used in crimes can be traced 
to a rehitively small number ofdealers. ATF has already taken steps, consistent with its current . 
authority. to increase regulatory oversight of these dealers. However, there are stilrseveral 
legislative constraints on ATF'sauthority to regulate FFLs. Legislation to lift these constraints 
would allow ATF to better ensure compliance by licensed firearms dealers. 

Allow ATF to inspect licenseeS. more than once a year. Current law significantly 
impedeS ATF.'sability to. regulate FFLs by Jimiting ATF to one warrantlessrecordkeeping . 

. inspection within a 12-month period. Multiple compliance inspections ofan FFL within a 
one-year period are often necessary for adequate ATFsupervision, particularly ifa .c, . 

. c.,· . licenSee hasa poor compliance record. Congress . should enacfleglslanoo·atiowmi:ATF t(f:
conduct up to three compliance inspections o~ anFFL·in the course ofa year: . 

• 	 .Termination of licenses ofFFLswho ha~ebeen' cOlivicted of f~Ionies. Under current . 
..... 	 law,~a licensee convicted ofa felony may continue to conduct business under his or her 

license until appeal :rights are exbausted.Thisloophole jeopardizes public safety by 
allowing convicted felons to .continue buying and selling large quantities of firearms in 

.. interstatecomtnerce pending the resolution oftheir appeals. Congress should amend the 
... GCAto provide for the automatic termination ofa federal firearms license upon the . 

licensee's felony conviction. 

• 	 Provide additional admiitistrative remedies for licensee violations. Under current law, 
. the only administrative remedies ·a:vailable to deal with FFL violations are revocation or 
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denial of licenses, the issuance ofa warning letter, or holding a warning conference. 
Certain violations ofthe GCA, such as the failure to timely record information in required . 
records, may not warrant licenSe revocation or denial, but may merit stronger action than a 
mere warning. The law should be amended to provide new administrative sanctions to 
allow ATF to impose sanctionS on all violations by FFLs and deter licensees from further 
violations. These new administrative remedies should include license suspension and civil 
monetary penalties. 

• 	 . Allow ATF to establish FFL security standards. The theft of firearms from licensed 
dealers is a growing problem that contributes to the number of firearms available to . 
juveniles, youth gangs and criminals. In 1998and 1999, licensees filed reports on over 
5,000 losses or thefts, involving 27,287 firearms. ATF currently lacks authority to .'

(J..,\) establish security standards for licenSed dealers to cut down on opportunities' for these .' 
thefts.' Congress should enact legislation requiring FFLs tO,store their inventories 

i securely. .
I 
i 

; 

•J 	 Separate license for gunsmiths. : As: the federal firean:ns licensing provisions are 
) presently strUctured,.there.is no distinction between licenses issued to gunsmiths~d those. 

issued to firearms dealers .. The establishmentofseparate licenses for firearms dealers and 
gunsmiths will allow an assignment of inspection priorities that will promote regulatory i 	

0\...0 
efficiency and significantly reduce inspection costs. Congress should enact legislation 
establishing a separate Federal firearms license for gunsmiths. ' 

C. 	 Preventing Gun Accidents and Suicides 

.Exceptfor the sporting puxposes requirement fo~ imported firearms, federal fireanns law 
has paid scant attention to safety in firearms ownership or design. We mUst do much more to 
ensure that those who buy guns \villuse and store them safely, and that new guns. are equipped 
with safety devices to prevent accidental shootings. . . 

, '.' . : 	 . , 

·~safeijFT1alnlngaiii.rSaleAcc-ess'~"·C=c:~"cc<",-; ·:-,···· ..·T··.~·:~- . 

• 	 Licensing handgun purchasers. Fitst and foremost, we must do everything possible to 
make sure that.those who buy gimsknow howto handle and store them safely. Ev~ gun 

. '. owner throughout the nation should have gun s~etytraining before being permitted to buy 
a gun. To furtb.erthis goal; individuals' seeking to buy a handgun should be required to 
obtain a photo license establishing that the individual has successfully passed a certified 
safety course or exam and passed a background check at the time the license is issued. 

, 	 . -.' . ,_.' '. . ' 

Congress should pass legislation establishing a System ofstate-based licenses for handgun 
purchases. State participation would be optional, not mandatory, and could.be supported' 
by federal funding. For states that choose not to participate in the licensing scheme, a 
federal mechanism would be established to issue licenses. In addition to assuring that 
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only those who have demonstrated knowledge ofthe Sareand responsible handling, USe 
and storage ofa firearm can buy a handgun, thereby reducing the number ofgun accidents, 
licensing willhelp prevent felons and other prohibited persons from acquiring firearms in 
the secondary firearms market. Licensing also provides an ideal avenue for owners to 
learn the law and regulations regarding firearms and enhance cooperation with law 
enforcement. 

Child access prevention. There are an estimated 200 million guns in America today; 65 
million are believed to be handguns. Many ofthese weapons are eaSily accessible to our 
children. Forty percent ofAmerican households contain at least one gun. Children are 
present in at least one-quarter ofthese homes. Half ofall guns kept in the home are kept 
loaded; one third are kept loaded and unlocked. In the last 10 years, more than 2,300 

, American children fourteen and younger died from unintentional shootings, and thousands 
mote were injured.' ' 

Enactm~tand enforcement ofChild Access Prevention (CAP) laws can reduce ~ccidenta1 
deaths and injuries,.from firearms misuSe by children, as well as juvenile firearms suicide 
rates. Often referred to as "safe storage Jaws,'t CAPlaws are'designedto prevent children 
fr()ni obtaining unsupervised access to gUns. They require adults either to store loaded 
guns in a place reasonably inaccessible to children, or use a lock or other device to render 
the gun inoperable. The laws hold gun owners criminally responsible ifa child obtains an 
improperly stored gun and uses it in an act ofviolence. 

,CAP laws save lives .. A recent study reported'in The Journal of the American Medical 
Association demonstrated that state CAP la.ws reduced Unintentional shooting deaths of 
children by an average of23 percent. In 1989, Florida became the first state to pass a CAP 
law. Since then, fifteen additional states and five cities have enacted similar legislation. ls 

The federiUgovernment should do the same.· Congressshorild enact federal child access 
prevention legislation. . 

'72~iiourwaitingperiod for handgun purchases •. ContrarY to 'popular belief, the Brady' 
Act does not reqmre awaiting period before transferring afirea.rm. ,Such a "cooling Offl 

period would help.prevent Crimes ofpassion and rash suicides by ensuring that individuals 
who desrre to purchase' a handgun must wait at least a reasonable period before obtaining 
possession ofthe gun. , Such a waiting period Win reduce the incidence ofgun purchases ' 
made in unbalanced emotional states ofextt~e anger or depression. Congress should 

. ,18 In. ~ddition to Florida, Califori1ia, Connecticu~ Delaware, Hawaii, iowa, Maryland, Minnesota, } 
Neva~ New Jersey, North Carolina, Rhode Islanc4 Texas, Virginia, arid Wisconsin have 
enacted state CAP laws. Elgin and Aurora, TIlinois; Houston, Texas; Wichita, Kansas; and 
Baltimore, .Maryland also have passed laws that make it a crime for an adult to leave a loaded 
firearm where it is accessible by children. .' , 

61 

1 

http:afirea.rm
http:legislation.ls


amend the Brady Act to provide a m~datoIY 72-hour waiting period for the sale ofa 
handgun. 

2. Regulating Firearms Design and Marketing 

Despite the deadly impact offireanns in our society, no federal agency, including ATF or 
the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), has authority to ensure that domestically 
manufactured firearms meet product safety or design standards and that guns are reasonably safe 
for their intended use. When the CPSC was established in 1972, it was specifically denied 
regulatory authority over firearms and ammunition. 19 And as noted above, ATF has no authority 
to impose safety standards on domestically manufactured firearms. 

An important step in preventing firearms violence is to ensure that guns are designed to be 
as safe as reasonably posSible .. The fact that guns do intentional harm does not mean that they . 
cannot be designed to avoid accidental harm . 

. Firearms manufacturers frequently redesign their. products to suit perceiVed.consumer· 
.	preferences~. Guns are often re·engineered to increase firepower Or ammunition capacity, or to 
decrease gUn size or weighUo render them more concealable. Manufacturers. even change the 
"look" ofa gun to make it appear more threatening, . 

Yet manufacturers have not been quick to take advantage of existirig safety features, nor 
have they made major strides in developing new safety devices.· For example,'not all handguns 
have firing pin locks that prevent them from firing ifdropped. Nor are most guns designed with 
magazine disconnectors, which reliably (but only temporarily) disable the weapon to help prevent 
accidental discharge. Lo3ded chamber indicators, which could prevent accidents by indicating 
when a gUn is loaded, are not inc1~ded in most gun designs. 'Handguns are not ordinarily designed 

. .' . '. ~ 	 . 

to make.it difficult. for small children to activate.:the trigger, although such devices first appeared 
in firearmS inthe.1880s. None ofthese features are currently required before these products can 
be sent into the stream of commerce. ..... . 

..... ------.. ... .• .. . 	Fireannisafety b~~rcL ·The-teder.u governmentshollId take the-lead in proteCtiltg'--::'--~ 
Americans fi:Om the risks posed by the prevalence offirearms. Toward that end, Congress 
should establish a Fireann:s Safety Board. One ofthe Board's most importaoJ duties 
would be to collect syStematic information about the caUses offireaIms aCcidents, such as 

- the number ofnon-intentional shootings caused by the sh~oterbeing unaware that the gun 
was loaded; or the number o£fireanns .accidentsthatoccur beCause a gun fired when 
dropp~ and the nrimberofaccidentaideaths ormjuriesthat result from low trigger 
resistance; which .cancause a gun to fire unintentionally or allow a small child to pull the 
trigger. The' syst~c collection of this information win assist the effort to stUdy the 

. causes and possible solutions ofaccidental shootings. . . . 

. 	 . 

.19 The CPSC does have jurisdiction over air and pellet guns, which are not ronsidered"fireanns" 
under the Gun Control Act. . . . 
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This Board would also be empowered to recommend that the Secretary ofthe Treasury set 
mandatory safety and marketing standards; recall defective :firearms that present a serious 
safety hazard; take immediate action to stop the sale or distribution of :firearms or 
ammunition found to pose an imminent hazard; monitor industry compliance with design, " 
standards; require that manufacturers or importers furnish safety regulators With pre
marketing notification ofnew :firearms technology and:firearms products; and disseminate 
information to the public about particular :firearms. In evaluating :firearms safety and . 
design standards, the proposed :firearms safety board should consider various regulatory 
schemes for other products, while at the same time recognizing the unique properties of 
:firearms and the :firearms industry. 

, Safety locks. Reducing firearms violence requires that gUns be safely stored. Under 
current law, FFLs are required to have gun storage or safety devices available for sale at 
their premises~ but are not required to provide them with each:firearm. These ,devices ' 
should not be optional. Congress should enact}egislation requiring licensees to provide,a 
secw:;e'gun storage or safety,device~ such asa triggerlock:;.or guilJockbox, with every, 

, :fireann sold to an individual. Use of these devices would help prevent misuSe ofguns by 

children and: other unauthorized\persons. 


, .' , . 

Large capacity anlmunition feeding devices. Since 1994, federal law has banned the 

manufacture of large capacity Cl1111llunition feeding devices. However, current law 

contains asignificant loophole, which allows devices manufactured on or before 

September 13,1994, to be imported. Given the vast, worldwide supply oflarge capacity 

ammunition feeding devices, this loophole creates a major enforcement problem and 

, should be closed. Congress should enact legislation banning the importation ofall large 
capacity mmnunition feeding devices. 

. . . _.' . 

Require domesti~aIly manufactured guns to meet at least the sa~e standards as 
inlport~ guns.aecause federa11awdoes not require domestically manuf~tured guns .tc); ___ _ 

, meet the "sportitii pilIposesii'iest aPi)liedio Imported fiIeaims;domestic manUfactUrers " " , 
, , continue to make poorly constructed "Saturday night specials" that are not suitable, for ' 
, target shopting or other sporting purposes. ',These handguns are often thew~on of 
choiCe for youths and criminals; -and are often used hi crimes. The Secretary ofthe 
TreasurY should be graJited the authority to apply factoring critena, including safety , 
standards, to 'domestically made hand~. 

" , 

.50 cahoer sniper rifles. Some .50 caliber sniper rifles cankill a person a mil~and a half 

away and do not appear to be generally suited for sporting purposes. ATF will review 

whether .50 caliber sniper rifles meet the sporting purposes test for imported :firearms. In 

,addition, Congress should pass le~slation banning domestically manufactured .50 cah'ber 


, ' sniperrifles. ' 
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CONCLUSION 

Firearms violence continues to exact a terrible toll on our nation. ,There are far too many 
firearms-related deaths and, injuries, due in significant part to'the ease with which criminals and 
other prohibited persons can acquire guns. The problem cannot be solved through anyone 
approach, by anyone government agency, brby any, one segment ofsociety. We must work 
together to eliminate the scourge ofgun violence from our nationalllfe. ' 

Attacking gun violence simu1taneo~ly on all fronts does work. This Administration has 
,made significant progress in reducing firearms violence through its successful implementation of 
the Brady Law; its close collaboration with state and local law enforcement ininvestigating and 
prosecuting gun criminals; and its 'focused effort to keep unauthorized juveniles and other' 
prohibited persons away from guns. Reductions in gun violence: have been achieved where 
communities have adopted focused, comprehensive, and innovative strategies to attack their gun 

, violence problems. ,Given appropriate resources,and Common sense legislation to close the 
, loopholes that hinder our efforts, the NatioruU Strategywill enable us to continue on the coUrse 
, charted bytbis Administration and help end the tragedy ofgun violence in America 

. ... ' _. - '.,"
'-OW:' ,,,,.- ••-~-.,.-••• _.", 
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.AMERICA'S WEAPONS OF CHOICE 
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Ji:ach pul16fa semi-' 
automatic pistol fires 
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,trigger must be 
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, ,; 
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.•. AWeekJof Murders/ill Los. Angeles' . 
In LOs Angeles, more,than four peOple a day are killed by guns-more 
than in New York but not as many as in Chicago"List\ye~k brought" 
not onlv the Furrow case but 22 other homicides. Among diem: .
*', ; , 

Fri:, Aug. 6 , " . relative's home. De
'1" Sunny Elijah, ' clared brain dead. ' 
, Peralez'"S, shotin, ; 2Bri~m DaVid Har-. 
the head as Be stood ", . ris, 15, shot whihi 
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," 

,; " . 
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killed, in an alley. ' 
Motive unknown. ' 

5jpse Luis Salinas, 
21, shot and kill~ 

. after exiting his ." 
, vehicle. Killing , " 
, beJi~ved to be gang-
related: ,'. ' 
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· scoring. plate, Constructed. 

.. Wi$tungsten'or .. 
steel cores . 

:1992-94 DATA, _ 
RESEARCH BY ELLEN .' 

: FLORlAN,ANAFIGUEROA,·. 
: AND BRET BEGUN. 

SOURCE,S: ATF, CDC, FBI, :
'KENNETH GREEN-SAAMI. 
:THE MACMILLAN VlSUAL, 
[nCI'lONARY 

-' " 

. '. "', '. , '. . 
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. , ,Mori" Aug: 9',,' . . -Andy Pachec;o, 14,'6Mohammed : , shot and killed af a 
Abdul Kh~led; 26",hoII:le, allegedly by a 

. shot and killeitwhile . former boyfriend of 
. _ ' working iIs a riight 'lone ofthe' home's .'. 

:' cl~rk, aq apparent res'idents who was' 
. rob!Jery. ; ..... ' \ up~et oyer abroken',' 7 . 1'0ViCtor .' 
.' 
. 

'i r~lationship,' . 
'\ .~ Lopez:42~,' Tues., Aug. 10. '. .. 

JalmePacheco,-48, '., ·11· Joseph:Ileto,'~9, 
Qscar}>a,checo; 37,' . / PQS~ worker 

" , 
\' 

shotand killed bv . W~d.,~aig; 11 ' , . 
. Buford Furrow J~. . 14Edward RojaS" .t'12Clarence __'. '. 36, shot and . I, 

. :Henry Forrest, . killed by officers ' '.' 
. 24, shot and killed 'when he pulled a" 
. ,iri.a gang~relatedgUn after a car chase .. 

incident; _. .. " Thurs., Aug; 12 ',' ":13vvayne·,Alvarez, '1' 5Deandrewin-:, 
'" 24; shot and· dom, 19, 'shot '. 

killed. Motive' - .. ' aJ;ld killed. Motive " 
unknown.uqknoWn. 

,', 

mailto:iWj1m;g~Sl�m&Wb%�AA~~aHfie&l@?,~Rf?%+74�1.~~~t
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:',G"(JNS"IN~AMERICA I' 
" . . ~ ,.-' 

FTERIT WAS OVER, AFTER THE'SwAT TEAMS H,A.D 
" 

, swept in and $e suspect had fled, afterthe screaInS and ' 
, 'the tears, a little boy too young to kllow his letters,wanted to, , 
'thank them~nwho,resc~ed'hini from the shooter. Handing, 
his mother a green crayonand a piece' ofblue construction,' ' 

, ' , paper, 4Y2'"year~0Id NathanJ;>o~er~started dictating.': " ' 
, ,"Thallk you policemen;' N~tiyan said, "for saVihg'us frointhe gun '"" 
,becall:se you're our friend:' , , ' " , ' ' I" ' ". , 

, ,l!or!favingUsfrOrT! thegun. Nathan.h,ad been in day care~tthe,N0rth 
} ,ValleyJewish Comnmpity Center. again; the Il,ation asked whY"":"fhy an ,rumed ~ 
.'in Granada Hills,<31.!:outlying Los' ,man ha~ brought sudden death toa place that ',', 
, , " " .' , " ought to be safe. 
, Angeles.commumty"last 1\Iesday'! \At the €ind ofthe centuryancie1-1tforC,es (hate; 
, morning' when Buford 6:,:Furrow' .heartbreak, reversals of fortune, inexplicable 

,,' ' ? , " '.',' .' , ' ,l , demons) and newer lones (busY and broken 
•Jr·-:-'loner, hater, ;':Vhite suprem~- ,', /families,Holiywood, the Internet, vid~ogames 
.cist~came through the fropt', andmusic)cim,alone.oi-inconcert,produceex
" d 'Ann'" d ' "th"·', . , " "th'" plosions ofviolence: Few terrible acts like Fur
"oor., "e,' au ontIes ~~y, VVl, row's ~~ be traced'io asi'ngle cause, and 'as the , 
'an,UzI (he had four, other assault.' body count mounts and the country tunes in to a ' 

, 'weaponsbackin his van) F'tirrovV depre~sing' seri~s of,~hootings-.of-the~w~k", 
, , , , ' " , ; , " " ' there IS, plenty of blame to go around. In the ' 
: opened fire,spraymg the day-care' 'NEWSWEEK Poll,majoritie~ ,bla~e'poorpa:r

" ,center's lobby With 70 rounds: ' , .'enting,(57 percent) alld violence.in th~ m~ia : 
, . " \" .' , ' , ". '. (52 percent). Seventy-two 'per~nt 'belIeve lO '" 

, FIVe.'\;Vere ,:"ounded;:as the gun.:. tense media'coverage makes people feel ~ore 
. man t;s~aped; he used a Glock, ' : endangeredthantlieYreallyare:B~tfromLittle~", 

~, 9 ' , . t' It :kill, I' tt" ' . tQn, Colo" to Atlanta to Grana4~Hills, there has :: ' ' 
:5,' mm P'ISq 0, . a e er,camer, been one common link in the chain ofviolence: 
~' ,39-year~oldJosephil~to:Once; fiJearms, which are groWing e"er more lethal. , 

~ NOT 4GAIN: P~lice help the dJY'ca~p~'c~ildre~ 'out ofh~rm;wayduring the Grandda Hills i~rr:page 



, ' ) " 	 /. .' 

111stasitwoIlfd6toact~ifa.sil)glel)ilfcanfixalloVr . 

... pmbl¢!tlS,ihvon'tdoto shrugofftberolegunsplay. , 


. , .' " . 	 . \. ',. .. 
Madinen will al~Ys do mad things; w~ can nev,~r legislate eviL gory 'of gu~ wo~ the prj~ifthe reforin has ~ chance of~eeping , 

, out of existence; people kill people'with-,bioorri~tickS and bombs ,a firearm away from sbmebody-:-a criminal;or maybe,a kid-who 
'"and' their. bare hands. Yet:the facts are inescapable: there are more, . shouldn't have it? ' , " "'. , ,', ' 
than 200 million gt;Ins in circulatio~ in the United states, and," Itwill be <l difficult ~gUlpent to Win; guI1s are \n om blood: For 
more than a/third ofAmerican households have one:Thougn our: m~llionsofus the whiff <?fcordite is intermingled :viththe smells 'of, , 

, gtin-relatedd~th rate h~ been, mercifully fallIng o~erall, ,w~ stiil' home ai1dfamily: ofhunt;ing dove,dp.cks or 4eer.~For others' a pis-,:r' 
lose 'an ,average of87 peOple a'day to, fir~s. W~ lead'the indris-' tOl seems to offer SeCUtity in,adimger:oll8 w9rld~ The roots ofth~: , 
trialized wbrld,in'tht:! rate at which children die from ,guns. Three " ,,- '>,' ' culture x:un de~Q, 'hack to" ,\ 

, 'years from now, gunfire may surpass cars to be- ' 	 the Bill, of~Rights. The 

.~m:o~:i~;:;;7.@J~,fRE 	 .:~d::S~=,~~dth~ 
 I 

the Umted States.' ' • ," , ' ,f0ITI:t' grass-roots, militias , 
The debate over fir6- ' " '" waS, a' safegUard against 

,arms hilS ,been polarized' ", , , ' another' tYrarinical gov
for too long. Millions'of'~ritment. Hence the Sec
hiw~abiding, people oWn ' ondAmenclrrl'ent: '~Awell, 


'and enjoy guns. Butcrimi- ' regulated 'Militia, being 
naIs and the disturbed and ' " necessary, to th~ security', " 
eveIi confused kids 'often ofafr~e'State, th~ right of' 

, use' firearms; too, to tragic the Pepple, to: keep' arid ' " 
aPd,devastatingeffect: &~ , bear Arms" shal} ,not be ' ' 
-flexive liberals tend to want' ;, infringed." It w;1S: the 
to ban all guh~, ~rid portray: " beisinnin'g\ 'of an'·unde~ 
tl1eir . 'owners.' as ,rednecks' . niably . romantic my- .. 

: who don't seem to ca~.'thaf ' ! thology. Militiamen and." 
; gangbangers and hatemon- ' . minrttelm:n th'rew off .the 

:gers can' get tqeir, hanqs on .. '. TAKING ROOT: TJi~ughthegunmyth, ,Britishyokej the 'pio£).eers . 
firepower. At the other eXtrep1e,b~nswithth~Revolution; the Civil, .. settled, the frontier. with , 

. ent:I:enched 'gun lobbyists ap~ , 	 ,.'WarandSamuelColt'smarketi:lig , " long rifles, and the West 
Y:pear' to believe that'Virtually, .. ~e::~'::r::~!i~~a~~,.,~~!~~c:t~~~· was home. to ,towering,' 
· any regulation isa ihre,atto , '. .- gun-toting cowboys. " 
.their' . constitution3J'rights. The truth, however, is'more compIiqlterl, Eniory University 
'1;'heyfear;they say, ~evi;ntua!. . . historian Michael BelleSileshas showil that fromthe'Revolution 
"kilOCk at the door" that! will . . ~o '~bout 1850, no'moretlian' a tenth of the population .owned . 

.. bring,'a,goveriuuent confiSdt-	 'films.So how did.guqsseep into the.cultiJ.re? Srup,ueI9oltal)d 
',ti9n oftQei!weaponS. .'_ ~; .' the· Civil War: Co~t was aJ) .impresario" ~eting his cQrhpany's " 

Arrierica,oratleastthesensible .. , fireari)ls at middle-claSs anxieties abo'ut,seIf-defense by giving 
center where most oftis stand, has " his guns mimes l~e "EqualiZer."Then Came the real boom: Fort' 

, had enough -:-of this ~en!1eJ~s Vio- , : SUmter:B¢tween ·1861 and 1865, guns' went .into mass produc: 
lence, and,ofthis'c~rcular,debate. For .' \'tion,and hoth' Union 'and Confederate soldiers kept their' 

· mo~ than'a generation, ~e've watched as, ':,' weapons. a.fkrAppomattox. SuddenIythere Vilas Widesjn:ead 
t;he greaqmd the ped~trian.hav:e died in the'line 9ffire. Though it o~ershlp, and ,an industry to feed a growing mllfket. If.we se~a

,won't do, to a~ as though, in the emotional3fl:ermath ofyet 'another, rate legend from history, guns can ~seen not just as inviolate. 
""sho~ting;asweepingiJan or a single bill v<.illkeep I?oretragedies from, .' relics 9fthe Revohition but as what they ~e: products.·' " 
· happening, it also won't do to shrug off the deadly role guns play. '.' : Anq. products are. something ,we: ot:i:en J need }O regulate, . be 

. '. So what m~t be done? It is time, 'as Franklin Roosevelt said lopg , they cars, la\¥l1-m~wers or, ph;irma~~uticils. I(s!ime to' apply 
,	ag~, to try something. Theanti-gul) ,movement must flccept that th~' . consumer-product' safety st;andards. to firearms '( Saturday-night 
United States realistically will not, and should not have to, abolish '. specials, for' example,. ought: to have to· meet .minimum safety,,~ 
handguns or any reasonalJle sporting weapon. At the same time" ;' requirementS). We should al~ays he wary of relYing on 'goverri

· the pro-gtin forces ought to acknowledge thatthe:Second Anlend- ': . rnerit,: but it's, reasqnable to ,weigh . the SeCond. AmendJIlent .. 

merit is notunconditional and oe open to,reasonable re!)trictions. If against the· common good and' risk more bureaucracY; even· 


.. the ;wamngcamps can make that, te?tative pCace,J:here may be 'a ,propertjowners have to sub~i~Jo zoning. "No feder3I appeilate .. 

pathoutofthis,be\\rilderirigde~ate:" " .' . : ... ' " .. ,' , ... cour(orthe .supreme Court has eyerruled,Y01! can't putsoItle : 
. We must,' slow '.the flow of guns into a markef that too' often :limits on the Second Aritendmi'mt," says Tom Diaz, a senior 'poli-::· 

·s~ems to serve. cri'minals,. who, shouldn't get guns,' rather. than cy anf!lyst at the Violence, Policy <0:nter. Here are proposals tha1 , ' 
·hun~ers a:n~· hobbyists, who; should. Th~se who cherish their_ ought to be. part ofthe debate. They are not eXhaustive. Il':lt' each, . 
,fireanns rpight consider judging every possible regulat,i(m by the, has a r~asonable chapce of slowing the flow ·of guns from th( 
10110""111>< syandard: isa lpssofconveni~nce, ofprivacy or o(a cate- law-abiding to th~ potentiallydangefous. '\ , 

http:the.cultiJ.re
http:confiSdt-'films.So
mailto:m:o~:i~;:;;7.@J


.•. Jf'weseparatelegenqfrOInfact;;W1sarenot relics of 


.,.. ,theReyolutionbtit'productsth~tcav.beregWated, .' 

f ' ,. .' , '" 	 ' • 

.' hequlre background checks.on alr~les'and tra~sferS. The Bridy . ' weapons passed, many manUfacturer~' slightly ~~dified .their 
bill requires an instant packg:i:ou:Q.dche<:k~h~m soni~one purchaS-, mWels.' to get around' the . law ~d. went baCk to market. Gun ' 
es it firea.rm from it licensed .dealer. The law has kept hundredS of enthusiasts . argUe that this', is- cosmetic debate" that we want to . 
,thousandS of felons and other prohibitedp~chaSers (fugitives,' ban guIJ,s.thatlodk .sinister'w~en all semiautomatics are deadly in,· 
those wQo were committed to a mental institution by a:court, the :. the wrong hands .. One ansWer is to follow California and b~ 
military's dishonorably discharged, those With a record ofdomes- " the sale,mamifacture 'and impori: o(semiautomatics ~th the ca
tic,abuse}from buying 'guns at lliegitimate som. More can be ·pacity,to hold more thari 10 rQuncis, and prohi):>it features-like 
done: the country needS to build a reliable database that won't let high-capacity magazines, flash suppressors, bayonet lug' h'l!.ts~ 
felon~ slip through the sys-, ' , ' , ."." ' , 'that attract the criminal and. ' 
tem~ It's 'especially important the irres'ponsi,ble. " . 
. to pay attention to' the "sec- . License o\vne'rs and register 
.ondary marl<:et;' that iargely ,all guns.· To . ears iinaccus~ 

"unregwated universe of pri- "to'mOO to ,the ~uan~s of the 
vate ,sales and . gun shows" . gun'debate, this could sound' 

• where" in many, cases, guns 	 ., ' innocuous, or at worst bu~ . 
change hands without .. a r~aucratic., 'Bu(pr9Posals'to , 

, '. record, ,By some estimates 40 \., eStablishagu~~egistiy"either 
:peiCeIJ,tofAmericMtfirearms state by state or nationally, . 
transfers take ,place;in· the' raise gun owners' most fun~' 
secondarymarke~, and in vir- .... ' damental(ears. Still, liGens.: , 
tually'every state anyone can : ing coUld operate along th~ , 

, sell firearms at gun shows or . 	 sarpe lines as ,the DMV:' to 
.• flea market.. WithQut . con- .. drive a car, you ne~d t,o pass a 
ducting a backgr04nd check 'minima) test:· There are'po- ' , 
on the buyer., (Tlie . 910cktential 'perils; authonties 
Furrow hsed i:o kill' the ,postal might bedi~tant" or abusiye,' ' 

'worker, for' example, came . or inattentive. B.ut lic!!nsing 
// . from this netherworld.) All . : could improve gun ,safety, ' 

s~esandtr.insfers of guns . . particularly for beginner$. ,: 
... should require a check. Will .,. Registration pushes' the.· 

that . keep, 'one. guyfrOin ~ inost buttons. The gun lob
,swapping or selling~ With ~., by .says 'the' government"·. 

1/ someone else off the books? ' ~ . ,shouldn't· know.: 'who owns· 
No. But this would make it ~ , a 'firearm, and 'on Second 
'harde~ for. the . ~efarious to . , 9 Amendment gro~nds it has a 

" obtain guns.openly. , !t point. Bill Clinton isn't likely ~. 
, .. Enforcewhat's onthe'books.,· .. :~, : to. 'confiscate guns, but'some . 
'CredittheNational Rifle As- , .. ,'~ presideht in ,the distant,future 
, sOciati~n. for 'pushing this " 	 , ,might: Still, all rignts have tq . 

common-sense solution~ Bprn ., UNDER FIRE: As the ~ody c'iiuntrj,s~, th~ s~nsi6le center has ha£{enough' be balanced with the need for' 
iIJ, Ricimion~, Va., Project Ex- ---- --; ~- - - - - - - --,---;:- --"~~- - - - - -:-,,,:,,- ------ - - - - - -- -~--; public order, and registration 

. , ' . ile' encourages police and prosecutors to strictly enforce federal, is one sure-fire way of shutting off a line of supply to criminals . 
.gun laws. Amol;lgothel things; it's illegal to carry a gUowhen yqu're Why? Ifall sales offi~rms nave to be logged in' a registrY, then the : 
. in possession,bfdrugs: But for years, authorities didn'J make, such . typical gun' owner who gets his fireatn:I legitimately knows the ,gov
gun cases apriority. In Richmond, prosecutors started using these' ernment has a record pfhis acquisition. He may then benluch more 
s~tutes, cracking,doWn on people who are likely to' u!'e guns in a careful about whathappe~s to that gun for fear that crimes commit:· 
'crime. It's w9rk'ed: Richmond has seized 512 guns and sent 215 vio~ ted ~th it would bring the ,police to his door. Would it, stop under- . 
·latorstojail.,Meanwhile;thehomic;idearidrobb,eryrateshayefal1-· ground gUn ti:affic altpgeilier? Np,'and ,the ,NRA says the measure 

. , en about30 percenteadi:. , ., ., . ',would create '"massive civil disobe<!ience~~'But registnitioncould, 
..: ,Ban assault,vieapons-for real. We've been here, before;' 'and help keeP. guns'from slipping, thr9ugh· a ca~less private srue' or ' 

.the lessons from that battle she~ light:on the tricky terrain ahead. swap,irito a criminal's grasp.' ., '" . 
, The pzi Furrow probably. used in Granada Hills ,can no longer be,' . ,On themomingafter the shooJ:ings in Granada Hills,paren~ of 

legruly'imported to th,e u:nited States; but. was, obviously avail ~ children at the day campafrived earIy,determined not to flirt.cP in the 
,able.' Gun control :wo~ldn't have. stopped hiin~ Still,assault : face orhate, orofguns. "We're not goingto'let anyone scare us'," one 
weapons hav:e Jew spoiting purposes. With their folding stocksfa1J.lerSald. Briiigingsanitytoth<1g'unwarS;and safety to our schools 

, and pistol grips, they resemble their ,nilitary 'ancestors, which. .and public places, will take the same fljnty courage. The road will be, 
, were designed to, lay doWn a lotofammunition very quickly over roJgh and long, the battles pitclied and confusing, th~compI'()mises 

a~mall field of fire. In'1994, ~henthe federal ban on assault .difficultiilldcostIy.Butl~tusbegin:,' . , ' . '. "'." Ii· 

, ,~. ,:.- . 

http:flirt.cP
http:firea.rm
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'.Th~-Sh6~ti~g-~cti~~-~ft~d~y;~h~-~dii~~;~t~~'n~t~~~--- ,:~~:~;i:n~~~~:s~i~~~:~~i~~ 
, ' 'c' ' " ", " , ,', ' " '60s; gUri control sUrfaced as an: issue, and 

'di~futitl~d~~;-bi~{~~h~~fchll&~h~(i.~ffi~ew~a~~~~~~'didsoagain after: the attempt on,Ronilld " 
,J ' 	 ,,'" '" " ,~""" , ,'" " " ' Reagan's life in 1981. But this,time the emo-, ' 

'p~l.i,ti~a1,~~~~,tiori~~~-ri~fit~g~:an,-'-,d,-to~;th,~£,~~t-ti,me,-,th~,,~, 'tional driViilg:force, is, different,and 'ar-, '" 
, 	 'gUablymor~po:wedi,ll!theconti'~uous.Jo~p 

~ -,d,-~,bat~,-, OV, - iria,,-'y--be,-00,,-,-ri;e,-, a,,-,,-ce,-ritr, 	 - :of murderous, assaUlts': on' 'children':- ~,',tIi,r,ri~,~ --id,-',,-p-.~,')~r.--,--,-	 in 
, ' 	 ,schp~I~,'workerS 'at, computer,t~Imi~als 

,~pf~~-id~hti~-~~~p-~g;;~By~it-owARD-FiNE~AN-'~-~-----~--- ~~s~~a:,s~~~~a~~~~:a:~~~~~~~~~, 
-- - ,..'-- - ": - - - - - - - - - - -,-':' -- --.,. --:7",-.- -.:..; - -..: - -.., - ":_.,-'-- -:.,. - -,\.:.- ";-:"-- ---:.~ ~ -'-'-1-- about yqurkids and co-workers. ,! :.' 

OV. GEORGE W. BUSH IS 'A month;h'eWasBush'ssta:tefinancedirectorin ,As'a: resUIt:!>tate lewsJaturesare passing ': " 
hunter, and a' Second Maine"He's~ ally ofi:op Busll political sup-, 'new gUn.!control measures, once ,thought 
Amendm,ent, man:, ,~e' ,porters; he hadfIown dOWn,to AjiStii1;':rexas, impossible to enaCL Congress, when it re
signed a 'bm that,allows ,'to.partin a luncheon withtIle,govetnor. ' turnsfromrecess'nextmontli, will debate' 
, ' citizen!> tocany con-And;asbadluckwori14haveit,Pyke'scompa,-,new ruth's \Vi~hanew sen~e 'of ~rgency:'or ' 

cealed weapons, and'anoth-' nybeal-s an unfort:u:Oatename: Bushinaster at least the ~hdofmade~for,ca:b~e hysteria 
er that' 'bliJ's'" '!em cities: FirearmS. "~e~ere looking at apu~li6-rela- designed 'to~xciteeach PartY'li grassr~ts 
from suing gUn mailUfac- 'tionsnightrrlaie," said qne Blish adviser~ By ',in time for the 2000 'election. Bm Clinton ' 
,tUrers: sO there was a' nio': F~illiy, police said that FurroW;'in' fact, had ':and his att~rnC!)':general; Janet ~no, are, 

merit ofdr~din the ~u$h camp last Week: 'usedother~ea'poJ;lSinhisarsenal:an Uziand propo~ing 'sweeping: new: meaSures. 'AI 
,when the news spread ofthe arsenal Buford a Glock 9m.fp pistQI. Even so, Democrats' G6reand Bill 13radley,'vfjng for tIieDemo- ' 
,Oneal,Furrow Jr. had llro.ught with him in • ,thoUght they h,ad fO';IDd,a Way to ati:ackd.te. cra* nomination,' are 'offering dueling < 
:hi~van., ACcor~liIig:to police,'F:uITOwhad Rep!Jblicanpresidentialfi:Qnt mimer: '1'hegiIri-sontrol proposals., RepubliCan' con-, 
seven gUns; 'one a C'qstom-made assault ri- , 'gun-control issu~, ,Sen. Chlfck' Schumer of, 'tenders, meanwhile,' stand' shoulder, 'to, 

, " " fie with an XS.;15 shooting mechanism. At' , New-York told NEWSWEEK, '!could be the shoUlder witll the' gUn iobby,' as do:moSt-: 
, • " first, investigators' thoughf h~ ffii'ght hav~ \ ,No.1 chiDkhl GeOrge;Bush'~arinor." ' , ',' though' not all-GOP 'leaderso~ Capitol ' 

. uSe<:l.it to w9und fivd people in' a LosAnge- The gUnsiIi the schools and,the streets Hill. And all the while the National ,Rifle ' 
" les Jewish comInu'nity center,"Ol' 1:0 kill a: have touche<;l ~ffa war in the world ofpolio, Associati~n gaiJ:l.s rriemb~rs,:taunches new, 

Philippine'-bom letter camer ~earby., ' ti'ts. It's not the first of its kiri~4, buti~'s the "ad caritpaigns and gird~ for an electoral At
, , : Everygllll haS ,a history, and this' one was " first that could end up as a central feature of , mageddon next year; "We~ll be 'ready," NRA 
", pbtentiallyexplosive:Federalofficialsqu,ickly 'a presidential campaigI:l.' In the ,new, spokesman Bill PowerstQldN'EwsWEEk: 

,traced the XS~15 mechants~to a company4t ' NEWSWEEK Poll, 78 percent ofvoters said I ~Wewin see you 'all on Election Day:~ ,', 
Mairie o~edbyone,Ric~ardDYke. U:ritil~ast that gun'control w~ul~, be'an,"important" ': The Ameri~peopl~,.aS usual, are more 

\ .. 
" , FOR'THIS NEWswEEK POLL; PRlNCE:'O~ sinWEY RESEARCH AsSOCIATES I~ERVI,EWED 753 " 	 OPPOSITE PAGE:'OIGITAlIMAGE B'YNE~5WEEK: ClOCKWtSE FROM lop LEF1: ' 

DONNA MCWILLIAM-A? JAY QUAORACCI-ZUMA ~O ~flEOl~, ERIC OAAPER-AP, , _ ADULTS 'BY TELEPHONE AUG, 12-13, THE MARGIN Of ERROR !,:; '+/- 4lERCENT;\GEPOn,'TS, 
GA~Y SUSS~AN-AP. ~I~f' MCCONNEl~-ROCKY MOU~TAIN NEW~ NEWSWEEK >, 

- •••• ' ····.,"~ .• '~ ..-1: '~':'!' if' It;()('J T'Y '\~r.,~·c"'TEK. T~C. ,'jr . 

:, '. 	 I' 

http:Ameri~peopl~,.aS
http:uSe<:l.it
http:ati:ackd.te


".1 sensible and centrist than the paliticalin- comparison, '33 percent said the o~ans\Ver 
siders who use overwrougpt . rhetoric .' to .was to pay closer attention to antisOcial be~v-. 

'b)lild their get~out-the~:vote, lists: ,The ': ior, 'arid 23 percent favored increasingsecID1ty· 
NEWSWEEK Poll ,shows 'that even . n1.ost in schools arid offices. Only a third oftile pub7 
'gun owners are in favor ofsome significant -lic thinks that strictergun-contrOl laws woUld 
new gun-con~ol measures; According to' reduce violent crime "a 1000.",,· . 

, J:he poll,' 81, percent of non-grin70wners' That realistic view is SUPP(llted by. ,the 
7"anf all h~ndguri owners to register with· fact!?, investigators h;we co~piled in tlleFur
thegovernment~,but, surprisingly" so,. do . row case.. Every 'one ofthe seven guns ip his, 

',66percentp(gun 'owners.' The same with po.~session, NEWSWEEK haS learried, waS. 
mandatory courses on ,gun safety: 88 per- legally in circulation. They w~re all ,first sold· 

,ceqt of npn-owners fa,:or it, but so do' 80 by a licensed retail dealer.1\vo were' pur-. 

'told :NEwSWEEK,,,apparently bought the 
four' other . weapons in similar fashiop.' 
, Chillingly" FurrowfrOm 1992 to 1995 held 
a federal firearms license, which' allowed ' 

-him to buy ,and sell guns a~ross state lines., 
He also woUld have been eligible to apply for, 

,l! permit, to own fully aUtomatic weapons 
such as machine guns. At the tiine, officials' 
now know, Furrow was 9eeplYinvolved with 
white-~upremacist gI:oups" bu~ .0fficiaJs . 
couldn't have denied him the license ori that' 

. basis. ATF offiCials a,.re looking int6 what 
>' \ percent of owners. Ther~isn,eat-universal··. chased by Furrow from licensed dealers attraffidcing in, ,guns-if any-Furtow con

, ,support for 'child -saf~ty locks,on gUll.S, and' 
~; ,for a waiting period to . allow: background 

cheekS for all h~ndgunpurchases. There's 
even substantial support among gun own" 
ers,-:-45 perceof in. the ,pbll-for requiring'. 
the owners ofhunting rifles to register with 
the govemment. ' . . -

Bu! . voters also. know ;what gun-<x>ntro! 
hard-liners,refuse to admit: that gun controlis 
no panacea.' .t\Sked in the poll to'identilY "the' 

: most effective" deterrent to Violedf incidents, 

least two years ago, according to officials ofoucted,: He didn't r~new 1;he license.', , ' 
the u.s. B,ureau of Alcohol, 'Tobacco I an.d, 
F)x;earms., The Glock semiautomatic pistol, 

! that' authorities say Furrow J,lsecl to kill the' 
postal worker also follow¢ a 'legal chain of,' 
custOdy. It was purcl!ased Ui1996 by the po

-lice 'depart:n1ent in Cosmopolis, Wash. The 

' Still, bythetiinehewentoI\ his LA. rampage, 
FurroWwaslegauy~fIDl11ha0riganyguns 
'at all. cOnVicted in May ofassaulting mentaI
health workers'1ast f~, Furrow served 165 days'
ill jail. As a felon, he was prohibited by federal 
lawand by a W~hmgton state court order from 

department swapped it at' a tJrearms sto~ in - possessingfirea1ms. state officials had th<;! dis
to\\'n: Thei store',s o.w:ner sold it to a legaI cretionary authontyto s~h his home aI)d ar-' ' 
buyer,ancl'that buyer gave it to' a frienq, ~- rest him' ifhestill had any guns. They fep0l1edly 
-who sold it at a gun show to FUrrow in early'. . wereplanninga search, butt.6o late. " .' I 

. ' omy 18 pereent said "stricter gunccintrol!' By , .. 1988. Furr6~/ a~enibr ATF' ipvestigator . Rather than make the case for ne~ laws,.'," • . 



" guh advocatesc~nterid ,that Furrow's 'storY . ~~ys, Shrum.~This,ti~e, I thlnk,it Will be:', repr~n~ liberru"New York: Elsewhere in '" " 

, " 'makes ~keir point: that the answer to ~e, ,pemocrats are ,betting on their side-"aqd, : thecountiy, advocating gun coqtiul'can ,*' " 

, , crimi,nal use ,o( guns is strict enforcement there is a sliver ofevidencein the'NEWsWEEK hazardous to~political,health. The NEWS~ '. 


of criminal hlWS alreatiy: on the nooks; : Poll to .support them;Q~motratic voters, who. "WEEK Poll' shows"why:in rural areas,59 

, Their fav9rite example is Richinond, Va., 'tend to favor strict'measures, are more than ,percent of those polled say"ther owp. a gun, 


" , where viblen t street crime has,beim dra '" ~ tWi~, as likely,as' RepubU~sto,Say that gun, ,compared With 41, percent natioI1aIly; The 

, rnatically curtail~d. The reason,' they say, 'is' 9:>nt61 Will!)e the "single most imp<>rt3nt iSsue" ' South,is ,the regiop, with the ~igh~t p!!r.-, 
thatJ:lle 8:S, 'attorney there has qrade it c~- 'i to them ·n~xtyear. In California, the leading qa~. cen~ i{fgun oWnership, 46 percent.• '" " , 
sadeof prosecutirig'ih, federal court--:-anq 'tiona! ilidieator of politiCal ):rendS, the Demo~ , , ,Not 'surprsingly, tile Jewgun-c<?nifol 
aS~ng formaxilJlum penalties-all cases in' cnitic-cdnfrollet:i legislature'recently p~ed-' Democrats left in.'the he~andaren't eager , 

, whiCh perps are found with agun,whiie arid'the Democratic governor signed.,-anew ' ,to 'vote'for abill, ,Some Repl,ll:ilicans gen- ", 
. committing a c~ine. )- . ,', bill tha~goes well beyond; the~Ult-weapons' uinelywant action,'Ied by two prototypical,,' 

" , 'ban, enacted bY, COngress in ,1994:'1Rather thari, . Lincoln moder~tes . from, Illil}ois: ~Speaker, 
";" 	 O~1E GUN-CO~:rROL ADVOCATES. list ~ific, ~s, the 'Califom~ m~~ de- ,:' :: Pennis Hastert, and Judicia))" Committee, 

are,willing to ctmcede that,enf9rce- : scribes them by type, maIcing it harderto skirt chairman Henry Hyde. But, the pro-NRA , 
ment can make a ,ditferente;: but· :~triCt1ons.In'a growing'list ofaties, among ,forceS in, the'GOP rank 'an.d fiJe are leq by,' 
. press fot new limits ,on guns ,th~rhNewOrleans,AtlantaandqllCago,I;lem- ,tli:~powerfurRep~~lica9 whip, Tom DeLay" 

<>",:1""'" "Wedori'thavetoarguethat: !, ocraticmayors are now supporting'sweeping ofTexas. ~i;l he wantS I,lo.bill at alL,' .. 
, ,gun control i~ the~ly"answer:,' says ".Cost~~ery suitS agamst.. mimuf~i:', 1'he measure Congress'will,de~ate next 


, Democratic oonsultaht Robert Shrum; ,who 'which wollld force ,them'fu pay for injuri,es 'month is' haW1y revolutionary. It would re~', , 

, "began his~r'asan~detoBobby,Kerinedy.,: causedoy tpeir gtin~. In Los Angeles, eVen rl).e, quire that saf~ty loc~ be sold with all new", 


;'All we're S'ayit;tg-all we have to ~ay- is that&epublicari mayor, Richard Riordim, hasjoiried " handguns.' It wo~d make idllegal for an', 

, , further gun control can 'help." The opposite 'the litigation crus:lde~' .' ,,'adulftoown a gun i( he had committed a' , 

side, led~bytlle 'NRA;l is "left to argue ,Jt's a different; more complex story in ,crime as,a juvenile: It also would requirel\, , 
an absolutist case~~'virtually'iio'n~wlegru '·Congress. Bo!h' parties, ,for :qifferent rea~ 'fedeial ba~kgrou:~d check for 1sales ' at gun' 

"me~ureswilldo anygoOd.-and in thecui.TCnt 'sons,' hav~ mixed fee)ingsabout ,taking 'any , sho~s, and here'sw4~re the vehement a,r:: ' ;,' 
f pOliti!iU mOod thathas becOme a toughei'~ 'r~al action: .Democratic hard~liners 'such as', : guni'ents bcigi!1~ :beinocrat~ W'¥lt to allow 
to make i,n the court ofpublic' opiruoI1.!'Gun : Schumer truly' want atough ne~ ,biU; and' auJhoriti~s thr~days to compl,ete the b;iu:k: ., 

"Control has n~ver, been a"voti9g issue'-the see 'little or n6~0WItsiderisk in, actually 'gTound:checks;GOP hard-linrfswa.nt "in~ , 
kind that re3l1y draws people tofhe polls:' passing'orie,;But it';;;easy for him tQ:say: he stant"'cnecks, whic,h can sometimes be less 

" , . ., . ' .. J> " '" 	 ':. 
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,reliable', Democrats want to 'broaQly~defirie, 
',a :"gun' show,'; requiring' permits, for an)' 
event a~ which more ,than 50 guns'iI;re dis

'played for sale by' two ,or ,more people. 
"T)lat's absurd," says the l\T,RA's Powers. ''.I'd' 
need afederal permit' ~o sell my grandfa~ 
ther'sguh collection.'? I , , "I' ' 

, But wars have started over less. The NRA 
has been on aleitforino~ths,ruri~ing in
,fomercia.ls, on Ia,te-nigh( cable: f~turing 
ch,airman Charlton Heston~and other ,'ac

"tors. Mem!:>ership,' is up nearly 500;000, 
, ., " "". r " 

,. ,. 
; '; 

:'~Tl'hirIktheReal Targef Is 

, 

',;ations.,They're unimaginable:,: 
, I think,what we differ 'about is 

" what wiil stop them. I've' " 
watched'this debate for 20 
years, and thMealityof poli
tics in Washington has be
come corn'pIetely detached 

.', from the reality ofcrime .and " "ye~rs~ ~nd criminals that want 

L.",,~* e;" "~HP~'EfJlM!~e2iOi~~4~~_~@~~2W4d'SAAe'.:~gi:i '*~,~z": 
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l\YNE LAPIERRE, ' 
executive vi~ presi-" 
dent of the Natiomtl 
Rifle AssoCiation, ' 

!>erves'asthegroup's top' , 
. strategisfand·(l.s oneoftbe ' 
, 'gun lobby's leading hard-lin
, ers. ,In a conversation with 
NEWSWEEK's]on Meacham, ,,' 
Howard Fineman and Matt, i 

Bai lastweek.:... three days after ' 
the Los Angeles shooiings- ' 
,LaPierre stoutly d~fended the 
NRA's positions arid lrudout , 

, itsvisionofhowtodealwith' 
" violence. Excerpt;s: 

• , NEWSWEEK.: Are people right to be'enforce the laws on the'books , 
oj saying "Why do we have guns? andnot t9,prose.cute any of , 

Why can't.we do somethinri these caSes. They ridicule pro-' 
aboutthis violence?" , /_ grams like Project Exile [the, 

~ LAPIERRE: Absolutely. IthiIlk. ,Richmond, Va., effort to,p~ose.~, 
, we allshare thatsame emotiollcute felony gun caseS and lock', 
' ,ofstopping violence and stop- " 
, ping th~se'horribIetragicsitu-

vi9leri~e with gllIiS on th~ 
streets. We know whatwould 
make an ininiedi~te, dramatic.' 
impact onstoppingViolenc~" 
with gUns ... Confront these' ' 
criminals with guns 'directly. , . 
Corifropt the gun dealers di
rectly. Confro,nt the felons try- " 
'ingtobuygun~dire~yand' . 
gettheIll off the streets. 

,	so you think the problem is not' ' 
with the laws; but with enforC
ing them. ''', . , ' 
There's adeliberate effort by , 
this administration ahd by the, 
Department ofjustiee not to : 

up:offenders,stipp~rtedbythe ' 
:NRAJ. And they're.getting ., 

'people killed e~ery day on the 
'streets ofthis COU!1try bYrlQt 
doing it. Instead they're going 
toconceritrate on,cuttirig off, 

,guns at the source. Well, I, ' 
in~n, giye mea break:' They' 

•can trythat' for the next 50 

and' 'no,",:, approaches 3, million. But the' "guns," saysPo~e;s., "It's frightening." On 
NRA s~ms'~to' be circling the wagpns' as 'the Hill, meam,'hile, the N"RA aln~ady"has " 
much as reachingout.'In a: new video proj- picked out its targets, among them influen- " 
ect, 'for example, NM camera, crews in ,'tial' arid wavering Republicans on I the 

, Britain", Australia' and Canada have, be~nl ,House}udiciary Ci:mimittee such,as George, ' 
,filming citizens'turning in their firearms to' 'Gekas 'of. Perinsvlvania 'and Howard Coble 
comply' with stricLqew anti-pos,session 'ofNorth Caroli~a: " " ' , 
Jaws: It's the ultimate nightmare for Second ' 'S;ongress, gTi!llo~ked. as usilal, is likely to 
Amendment True'Believ~rs: the dread ffi'o;' pass:tbe buck to, where it always stops,'in 

, meniwhenthe' government comes t6 ~'take Ameriean politics"and where it really be
up,tl:ie gUns~' "Vkhave video ofpeopl~1in- , "Ion'gs: 'the n~Xtpresidentiai campaign. On 
ing up to tuMI'intheir ancestors: ,old shot> the Democratic side; Gore and Bradley are 

, . • r "'. ' 

gUns,~re still going to 
get them; : ' '" 

I reallvdon'tbelievethat : 
th,ere's a'cri!nin~in th'e United' 

. States that cares about a one
.gun~a-month la~. Whafthey .. 

would care about is if tomor
' ro,v morning [Attorney Gen- .' 
-erallJanetReri6wouldholda' 
. press conference side by side 
\vith the'NRA and say, ":We 
jusfapproved $100 million for,' 
additiomilprosecutorsimd ad
di\ional enfor~em~ntpeople. 

·And.! can gUarantee you to- " 
, I:I1ort6w night, ifyou're out on' 

the street vvith a gun and a, 
,felony recorq, ifyou:rea vi07 
lent juvenile witli a record . 

· with a gun, ifyou're carrying 
guns~ndsellingdrugs, if' 
you're w!)lking into a schoql ' 
with a gun-I can guarantee~ 
YOJllOO percent,ofthe time " 
you're going t6 oe prosecuted 

· and' spend nm'e in the federal, 
· peniteQtiiuY.",\!,hat would have 
an impact.~; , , 

'Why are you so oppoSed to Ii,:"',, 

,ce'nsing gun owners? " 
People ,belie~e ~ey have a co'n

'sti~uti6nal right an~ a freedom 

'. ," ,/ 

,to owngun's.in this ~ountiy. 
And they don't wanttheir 

. names o~ government lists.,. 
They ~oW.what the next step, 
is. It's a knock on the door ' . 
confiscati~g their guns.' And; 

'you knc)'w"they're'not g?ing to', 
, ' , 

http:owngun's.in
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. , gu'n-control ' advocates 'of l~ng ,stailding,weapo~s 'ban, and \imits o,n the ability of' tra'ti6ri-tlie r~ddest ,of red." flags ' ~o" tile ' 
though 'Bradley ,..yas the first to make,it a ' , fel,olilsto. o~ guns., Bradley supports regis- NRA~Goi"e may be trying to save faceWitli 
centerpiece·ofthis' ye,,!r's, campaigri. Go~e/ , trationofall handgUns; Gore would require' ' voters in k~y ~ng states suchas: Kentucky, 

, who, once' represented 'gun-toting Ten-, , anyone who waqted to'buya ~andgun' to' Missouri, Ohio and" Tel1nessee, 'where 
nessee; occasionally thr~wth'e NRAa vote:' ,'fi'rst 'obtain, a picture ,lD, license. "The'dif-' maJ?y gun owners are Democrai:s., 

; , in Congress;Jiut ~vice president he wa~,'ferencesare'dimethin,"ins'istsoneCoread- 'The GOP'''presidentials'' are the mirror' 
'f a leading force 'in' paSsing:the- assault~, viser; Bufby ayoidjng outright gunregis-' opposite: :g~nulnely ~evoted togun rights;' 

lOt: 

'ce~se them ... You';e goini to ' Thislatest crime happened in ' 
have massive civil disobedi- , California, ,and it has some' of c: 

'ence~na,scalei:h.at you'ven~y-, " the toughest gun laws 'in the ."" 

:~seen. Why:do they:want to ,:' ;: country.Crazypeople.and,··' 
pass a law that puts the Ameri -, . criminals don 't care~hat the 
can ,public in that position? : gun laws are.' And the problem 

'. is that what is being,offered is 
'Why'doyo~ think they want ' some t;topian society wqere 
"to do it? gUns do not exist.'And I hate to 

, .) think iherealtjuget is'~e,' , teV people, you're never going: 
, Second Arnendment.l don't ' to gettlJer:e., ','," ,,' 
'thinkit' has ~nything to,do, ' .The countries that have ' i "\ 
with crime. 1.don't think it has' bans, you can still get gUns. If ' 
anythirig to d~withstoppin:g you've got cash in ypur hands, : 

. ,violenc~. Idlink the ultimate: it'sjust like drugs, the gUns'are' ' 
target is to take a\\'ay the free" .' 'th~re~ Ifs the honest pe~ple: '"" 
,dom and take a{vay die Second' who fill out the forms: abide by 
Alnendmentr' ",: ':", the paperwork; and' have tp , 

, live vyith the bans. ' 
, , why do you think'theywant 'I 

,td~othat?' " "" ".," HOWd~YouthlnkthlSlssuewlli 
, " I don't know. Let them tell, .pjay, in the 2000 ca~Jlalgri? " " 

YOllWhy.' ),: .' I think the Democi:ats w;mttO ' ~, ' 
"ban guns and I think theRe- , 

How about stricter bans on as- publican candidates; from, , 
'sault weapons, like California' ", ,what I've seen prettY, inuch; " " 

, justenacted?'" " ' , ' ,mntto stand for the freedom: 
Th~ydon't\V<lnttdsaythey ,'And i thinkthe l:\epubli9ulS" 

, want to ban allsemiliutomatic ' are much tougher th~o 'the 
, firearms in Amerlca; because ( ',; , Democratic candidatesI've ' , ' , 
they know tl).ey'd get a huge " seen:cmenforcement and: -'cO 

uproar from Arn,ericans'aIl' 'prosecutions. ' , ' , 
over tJle country that oWn anti 'The D~mocrats are on,the' 

, use them~So what ,they say is; Wrong side ofthat. When you 
, "We want to.bim"these;bad ' " : get 00 the VVrong side offree
guns as opposed to the~e g09d, ,dQm andp~ople's 'rights,' , , ,,' 
gunsrWell;I hate to. telltheiri" you're on thewrbng side polit
bllt ~ey ~l shoot the~arrie. ' " ' ' icallyand I think they'r~ going 
Ai:ld that's Why the NRA says, , to find it hurts theIl,l at 
"you guys are a bunch o~hyP~ . ,the polls. , ' ,':, " ': 

, " ,:" ,: GeriteS.."You know/ifyou'w~t" ' ,The.~erican pub,lic 'is see- .~ 
, , "stand'in line and sub,mit to :. ' " ,.'happeh'witb 'a registratioh syscto,ban guns;just say it. '. ing through alot ofthIs stuff. 

that., ~at purpose is the~e for ',' 'tem,,!rid a licensing system: a, ' ,,' , , rve been:getrlng swamped '.,' 
, ' ,the goverlunentto compile a lo~ ofduckhunterS' gims a.re ' ' Are you willing to compromise, everywhere I go by the Arneri
,Jist of~ho has gtins'h1their' going to suddenly' fall off the ) ,on gun law,S? ,,' ," 'can,public;'going, "You~re right, 

, ' 'homes iii this COuntry? ,Why, c;::moe into the water. They,'re ' I thinkthere have been 20,000, don't cave in." Andwe'll' see 
,I dQes Janet-Reno need atist?' never going to register them ',' compromises [!haris, 20,000 \.vho'sright. Ibelieve that the . 

" ,Tl} tell yo~:what's going to ,'aI!d they're never ~oingtolk' ',la~s ,on th~ books ~r~dy].' pubJ~ds with us.' 

,A,UG UST 
,",' .,:' 

, ! ': ," 
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, comfQrtable' with' the' gUn-sho'~ crQwd-,

" , .' and scared tQ death ,ofcrossing the NRA. In 


• l ! " , 

, 	 Ames; IDwa, last weekend1,Republican can-' 

didates w~J'e dense ,on thegrQund, 'sc:;Quring , 

fQr votes' at th\! GOP straw poll.: If the' 


.' shQoting inL.A. registered much, it 'wasn't 

nQticeablein the tents ,outside :the HiltQn 

CQliseum. AgQQcl example ,of the GOP atti


"" 	 ,tude is Elizabeth DQle, who began her, cam
paign this" spring, with a 'well-advertised' 

swipe 'at the gUn lQbby. It wasn't SQ much " , 


'what, she' said.,-she' .opposes assault. 

" weapQns and favors safety locks-'as th~ fQ- , ' 


" rum in whiCh she,said it: ,on her first ~ng 

, through NewHampshire. But-these days 


she dQe~n't mentiQn guns. When asked if 

the GOP riskS alienating vDterswith, its 

stance ,on gUns, she retreats into a lecture, 

on'the eVils ofpDrnography onth~ Internet. 

, ,But the Candidate With the most at stake~ 

and hardest hand tD play-is George W. 

Bush: Texas is, the proud homel~nd of the 

American gun"culJilre, and Bush knows how 


, to heft a shDtgun,and actually hit a qUillI 

.withit.,He:was proud tQ ~ign a ."concealed 


" carry" law in '1995, and in ,the Texas Legislil-,' 

trire earlier this year followed the NRA line 


,supporting only' .instant checks, at igUn 

shDws. In the ,semiQtics of national pol,itics, 

these are the kinds ofsignals that WQuld help 


" Bush secure the GOP's "base" if he's lucky, 

, ',enough tD be the party's nDmineenext1year. ' 


But at the, same time Bush's strategists are 

, obsessed with ensuring that he is cDmpeti

, tive-ifnDt a:v;,inner-in states such as Cali


fDrniaimd New YD~k. That means appeali~g 
tD WQmen in the suburbs. And soccer mDms 


'dDn'tgeneral!y carry gUn's. " 

, SD it's !lot surprising how the Bush cam

' when they firsdearped about thecprnpany lIe ' 	 , , 	paign decided to deal with Rich'ard l)yke ' , ·0''M""I',,,' V',"IS',"I'"TO'"R'',', ,'",'F'.,'",R' ", ,'",
,oWned. When he'd CDme dDWn for lunch"he 

was knDwn only tD top Bushcampaignoffi- "'" " ".',' , , ' ' 


:~~:at~~'~~~~:~s~:n~:~~;~?'~;~~~;. T,HE'DA'R K S'IDE',', tiQn ,researchers" vetted the luncheon listS, 

, and disCovered his gUn compariy. SDQnthere- ' 


I ,. /' ." 

after, reporters s!Jlrted calling him. Sbo1). after 

, that,Dyke quit the Bush 'campaign. I~ didn't' 


~~~~r~!,~~~:!:;:~e~~h~~~~~: "Th~;~t~~~d:LA.-.grt~~~~-d~~~~~iQt6-t~~-~~~~~high--
:id~awhatDyke did fQr al.Jiving. The title <:gUIl ,--- -'--'- -------.:.\--~.,.--- -- -: ---,;,- '- ---~- -:.., - -,- - - -;- -,- .,;-.;.- - :.._-.- - - - ---'- - - -,;, 

'qianufacturer"was enough, "I didn'tw~nt ofdehrs'ion and self~destruction. BY ANDREW MURR , 
him t.o carry my baggage," Dyk~ tDld NEWS-, -~~----- ----~~-~--------. 


\VEEK. The feeling was mutual: nD ,one tried' 

totilkhim()utDfleaving,~ .0',owN ON HIS LUCK AND MAD 
 ,Furr~w. cased sev~rql well-knDwn Je,v>rish , 

. With M.4.Rk HOSENllALL'and lvlIcHAEL ISIKO~F " at the world: Buford Oneal Fur~ institutiQns,' includipg ,the Simon \Viesen~, 
'. in Washington, DAVID BROOKS in'/crwa, . row j r., 37, decided:tD drive to. thal Center, but decided security was~4?D 

,TARA.WEINGARTENinLosAngcle.r Los,Angeles and go hunting fQr' tight:, He finally chanced ,onto· the' NDnh", : Iznd GREGORY BEALS in New York 	 '" 
, \ ______ '-_~ ______ ~_"-__ . ',Jews. The'way pDIi~e tell it, ~n . Valley JeWish Community center in subur- .. 

)If TO \VEIGHiN ON THE GUN \VARS AND . " Aug. 7 he bDught aused Che~'I.:?- ban Granada Hills, Cali£' On Aug. 10, au
'.WHAT AM EiuCA SHOULD DO, LOG ON TO' . l~tvan in'Tacoma, Wash:"andstocked it . thDrities sa~, he walked in andqpened fire, 
WWVi~NEWSWEEK.COM ON WEDNESDAY, Virilhfive assillilt rifles, twD pistDls, 0,000 wDunding a receptionist, a camp counselor 
AUG.18,A,TN00NEDT . ,rDunds;of ammunition an4 a flak jacket, and three little.bqys. ,rn~eh' he rQared ,off 

~.. , .... . , . 	 . . 
" . 
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. "She was, the-Jackie 0 'of the 
APATIERNOFHATE:DebraMathews", neo":~azi ti1bvement," ,says:a'

", :stafli;r With the Anti-Defama
'ti~ri Leagu~., Ih 1995, Furiow' 

'. MatheWs were "mar- " 
: 'ried" at Hayden :Gke iu)d , ' 

settied down in Metaline ' 
'j . , ' , ,',. ; , " 

',. Itdidn'tlast, n~ighborSsllY;_ 
becauSe Furrow'is a control 

' freak With an uncontrollable 
., ' , temper. He ~d Mathews splii: 

. 'I , uI,S<?metill1e iri1997;~d ~ur- , 
',ro.w, ~ho had been working as a" 
tractor mechanid, ,lost, his job; 
He moved to westerri Washing-' 
'ton, got another job and .'tried 
unsuccessfully to patch things 

up With Mathews. He began"to , 
dnnk heavily and, fantasize' 

, ,about suicide and mass murder. " 
In October 1998 he slashed his' , 
thumb arid aini in whats~emsto 
have beenana~t;of self-mutila~ , . 

'~ tion. Se~eral d~ys later he ~ent 
,to Fairfax Hospital in Kirkland, 
Wash., and tried to check in .. 
When; he-' 'threatened, two 

. I . women staffers with a Jdiife, the 
poliC'ewerecalled and he was ar- , 

, , rested. ·'charged With, second~ , 
',a~d, after, caIjackinga, Toy~ta, spotted' furroW; tried.to get help 'at a' psychiatricdegreeass~ult,he:servedI65daysinj~land 

-. 

, . I" 

,on therighti~ this1986photo ofthree 
women'in KKKrobes, married' 
FurroW'in 1995;they 'and 
splitupin,1997.· 
RiChardKelly : ~. 

. Hoskins's book , , ,:Falls, Wa:sh~" 
'WarCyCles/Peace ' 

, Cycle;'wasfound; " 
. inFurrdw'svan. 

" ' Belowlefi, poStal , 
'worker]osephlletowas . , , 

,shotdeadbecaiise/ztwasajederal. ' 
'employee and n01Zwhite.:Belowright, 

·LAPDdificers atthesceneofikto's', 
'. m-urderinsuburban Chatsworth. 

--,---'..::.."'--,--:---:...,;,,--:...--------

~aihnan Joseph lIet6; 39,.,m~ng hisho.~pi,tal :outside Seattle. Theenco.unter 
,. rounds '.in nearby ChatsW,o.rth. De~iding "J:4rned nasty; Furrow pUlled a 'knife and' 

that I1eto was agqO<i "taigetofopp~rtUni- was charged with assault.;~YeSte~day;I' nitQ. 
ty"becausehe wI¥' a federal 'employeeand'ilioughl$ that I would kill my'ex-wife and 

, ,no.nwhite, Furro.:wsho.t him nin~times wi~ ':someo( her 'trends, then maybe I :would 
, 'aGlo.ck pistoLAfter that,investigatdrs 5~id;', : drive to Canada arid,rob,a bank. Iwan~d, 

he'got a qaircut, bought it new shir1; arid, polic~ to. sh06tme;' he wrote:ih a,statement 

, was released last May. :' " " . 
The i~sue no.w iii what may have promp~~· 

'ed,Ffu:row to run amok in Los Arigeles last, 
.' week: Was /:le just another angry.1osex: go.
'ing mrer the edge"or:did his race-war fan~: 
tasie~' inspire, him to kill?· A more:basic " . 
questi9n is ho.w-he avoided going to a psY· 

"i"ent looking for aprostitlite. ' 'topo~iee' at the time. "Sometim«s I feel like, chiatric lockup when ·there was 50, much ev:, 
The next morning, after ~ii $800 cab ride 'I couldjust,lose ~t ~ndkill people. I also f~el, ,idenc~of his ,capacity fo.ryjo.lence.'1.'he aIi~ 

"from L.A. to 'Las Vegas; Furrpw strolled ;like).couldkill'mYSeIF,. J ' ~, " ".,' swer is simpl~:' Furrowcho.se 'to plead 
into ,an', ,FBI o.ffice arid, 'repo.rt~lysaid, What distinguishes ,:Furrow from ot/:le'r 'guilty to thc'asSaQlt 'charge rather than 

, '~,y:ou'i:e'lo()kingfor me-I,lalled¢e kids iii ,stressed,-outloners is/his avowed belief in , :plead 'not guilty ,by reasoq ofin,sanity.:As a 
,LOs ~gele~.;~ He wa'swro.ng ~bout tilat: all the violent racism and anti~S~mitism ofthe result, the court sentenced ,him to jail as an' 

, '. ' fi~e shooting victims from the j~shcen- ,; AmericanNazimoveJ1limt. Furrow was a ordinary offender. Meanwhile;his ideology' 
',' \ 'ter ,survived: But.that,was a giffoffortune, memb~~.. ofAryanNatio.ns,the notorious clearly, played a role.; ~ast week, police, 

•not,9f th:e Violent misfit who, 'sources ~ay" neo~NaZigroup based" in Hayden Lake,' found a boo.k'bY1~ichar9., Kelly Hoskins in 
confessed to attacking-them> ' •'" "Idaho. According to.: a 'foimet federal :in~, Furrow's van. Hoskins is well, known 

. 
' . 
J, 

' 
" "Furrow"is not.unintelligent; He is a: grad-" ,fo.rmant interviewed by,NEwsWEEK, Fur~ 

,,'·l.late engine~r who wprked fo.p;e~eral years : ',ro~ showed'up a~ Hayden Lake as early as 
on the> B,-2 stealth·bomb~r· pro.ject fell:' '1989. By the rriid~'90s, deSpite his laCK of. 

, Northrup Grumll1aI'! . Corg. ~eforehis life, police ormilitai1r; eXperience" he was made 
~beganto spIn oUt ofcontrol. Hehas a:long- ,a security guard and wasvideotap~d wear
standing',obsession with: gq~s and kept' a iog the uniform of anArYapNations"lieu
nUI;nber of them, despitethefact that sirice :, teparit." He; go.t to. knowJUchard B~tler, 
M,ay,wherihe,becameaconvictedfelon,he • founder of A."" an Nations, and h,e met De-" ..... , ," 
was prohibite4 frompwning firea.rrps.I:.ast ,bra Mathews, wid.ow ofa ~eci-Nazi leader 

;' year, evid<tntly-, ~ear the end o.f ,his rope;' who 'died ..ina 1984 ~hoot-ou~Wi~ the FBI. . 

~ ~o.n:g' rie9-N~is ,for dreaming ,up the 
:' phineas 'Priesthoo.d,' a" mythiCal under-', 

W:oundthat sets out to killJ~ws,nonwhites . 
and homo.se~s:APhi~~as, Priest is a,lo.ne' , 

. avenger who'risks m~do.m fqr the' 
, cause-someOne like,Bu!'ord,Furrow,per- . 
h~p~.:a h,er,o i~ his Own mind. . ' .", '. " 
' " '" 'm'k . ','WitkMARKHoSENBALLtn,l'Yas ington,D.r;::" , ' ' 

' BRAD STONE il1 Oiympia, Wask.,andTi\RA 
\VEINGAltTEN and-!\NA FIGUE~9A/nLos4!1geks 

, .' 

. '\ 

,.", . 
I 
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CLOUDS OVER. 
GUN 'VALLEY·,

1 ~ ~,.' . 

-------.....--- --..;.----------...:----...:.,--- ------------'----- ----
,,'(The industry that arm,ed generations of~eric~ns ," 

,"~~w,firtd~-it~~ffb~tt~redbyl~~~~ft~-=,~~d~~t-6dd~~----


Wirlj th~,i!~~t~~t-~iiIobby~fth~~-~lE.By-MATTBAI, -~
"---.------ -~- -~-----~----~---T-~---~---~---~----~ --- -----~-~-~ 

,1 

"r" HEY CALL IT GUNV~LEY, ficking....,ake~demandoithe24,municipaliTHE 

", ,hillypatch QfN~w, England that~ iieSnowsuingtheindustry." " .' , , ' 


. ' winds along the ConnecJ:.icqtRiv- But before gunmaketscan hammer out a 

, ' 'er up Into N.e>y Hampshire. It. tnIce With their enemies, 'they may haye.to ' 


, was here, dra\",n'by the Revolu- ,fight their friends: the National Rifle As50
, " ',tion-era Springfield Armory, that 'ciation.~The NRA. has boycotted gun com

, men like Horace Smith, Daniel Wesson arid panies before, with devastating , 

, 'Samuel Colt came to arm a new nation. For effect, and the group, has let it' 

, l)earlytwo c~hturies; shifts ofskilledlabo~-, be known that it will ,not tol~ 

, . ers churned out the rifles and carbines that. erate concessions, that I!)ight' 

"won two'\",orld wars, as well as the stand- jeopardize ';:;eoon9. Am~ndment " 

, ard-issue revolvers, fo~generatiohs of'sol:, rights. ~The biggest problem the 


I' diers and beat~cops., They did it so quietly, in'dustry has ,is the NRA.,""sayS ~n 

" that hardly· anyone knew they existed. ,industry lobbyist. "There's going' 

; Today, the industrial-age factories areli~-' 'to corne a-point where they're go

tIe changed: ,workers, still sit ,at tin desks ing to have to sit doWn and'sayCto', 

twi~ting' ,and 'clicking' new revoh:,ers into ,the NRA.: 'No, this iir not how. it's 

place, ata rate ofabout fO!Ji' an hout,'while' goingtobe':: '," " 

the smoldering stench of cforged, ,metal' ,', Like ,so much oOife in Gun VaI

, drifts ove~ the\ralley. But injJistabout eyery ,ley, the iridustry:s relationship with 

,9ther way, .life in Gun Valley is 'not. what- it' ,'the NRA. ,has eroded over'time. For 


,~ was, As fewer people shoot for 'sport, prof- decade~, theorganization served-as a 

, ",' its are dryirig up' quicker than the p:arched' : kind of marke~ng apparatus for the 

.river:. Old~line'companies find themsel~es ' guninakers, wooing gene!ations :of , 

marketing cheap handgun's and ,assaultri~, gUn oWners whilt: the industry it'.!ieIf ' 

fles in an·,effort to compete Wjth renegad,e' remai,ned' invisihle. In 'the', 1970s, 

suppliers.' Lawsuits are raining dO'wn on when handgUns' flooded the' mirket 

the industry, and public opinion has turned' arid gun control becain~ a hoi issue, , 

squarely against it. More than 200 years af-, the NRA.aded as a shield for the manu-' 

terthe Revolution, Gun Valley is now the faqturers, fending off foes :while'the' , 

site 6fariother pop~lar revolt;-this'tiine, companies kept up Brisk production. ' 

alpifist the gUn~akersthernselves. , " , . But in relying on its customers to i:ep- Ruger-called instead fo; limits on high-

Change doesn't come easily to a business ,resent its i,nterests' on Capitol Hill;' the gun capacity ammunition clips: NRA., members, .) 
, that still uses gravel to smooth outgunrnet.~.t industry put hs fate'in the hands ofa group', 'boycotted the company, bleeding it ofcru- " ' 

, . But it's cQming.Determined,to 'surviv~ the that sounded increasingly eJ.:treme. Fearing, __ cia,! busineSs. When Colt's, ,fort:l1er CEO; 
not9riouslysecretivegunmakersareprepar-\ a backlash against the ,industry, some gIin-Ron' Stewart, suggested, In an industry 

, _ ingfor a more friendly amI public approach, maker; talked', openly of regulating their - ' newsletter twq yean; agbthat the licensing 
"putting,tlieir spokesl'llen onlY andreach~ oWn products-only'to'firid th~t th,e lobby- ofgun' pwners might be inevitable, a furi
ing out to critics. Just last week, at a summit 'I' ing giant they helped cr~ate could tum on ous NRA. rilllied its members; Colt' reeled, 

'" ,wi.th,official~from,the Bureau ,of Alcoh,oli' them with'l1vengeance. AfteraCalifornia andStewart'retired;" "'~' ,I 

Tobacco and Firearm~, gun execs signaled , school' shooting in 1989 prompted calls for: , Tht; skirmishes :behveen so~e gunrriak- ' 
iheymlfY riowbeWilling to monitor their' " rest:p.ctions on, semiau~omatic ,weapons,' 'ers and the NRA broke into open warfare 
sales more cl6.seJy to cutdown on i!legaltraf- ,oneoftl,I({ Gun Valley companies-Sturm, after cities such as Chicago and,New Or

1, 

.,,/ 



, " 

",'. 
',TR~UBLED TlMES~Makingpea~e, ~~ 
:ivithits enemies won't beeasyfor " :' 
the beteagueredgu'n industry. ~ 0, i ~ , 

'I' , , Gunmakers discussedwithATF ' 
, (above) 'ev~rythingfromr.efo~-, 
, ing salespractices to r~quiring __ 
, gunlocks; Bu,tsome compromises, ' 
, could rattle Heston and the NRA., 

, , 
-~-----------.------~----. 

, :Iridustry l~aders are nearly desperate for 
'a ~ay to stop the curr~nt wave of se,ris~less 
shootings. For, qne thing, the gunm3.kers 
are jlistplain ,tir~d- of watching the news" , 
and wondedng ifthey might have made'the' , 
murder weapon. "I feel tl),eway- you-do if " 
you found out that somebody [f()m your, ' 
hometown committed a' horrible act," says , ' 
Jeff Reh,of Beretta US1\. More to the poirit, 
there's thefear that all ,the ugly publicity is 
poisoning the jury pool. ','Idon't want a jury ,: , 
,of 12 p€<;iple deciding public policy because 
'no one's giveQ them a better solution," says" 
,Paul Jannuzzo, 'Glock's yi~e presid(;!nt anq 
general, counsel: Jinnuzzq is, floating his 
idea for a modified o'ne-gun-a-month law, 
whe~e buyers, of m'ultiple guns could tike 

, one'gun home after clearing a standard in
,stint background check, bu(could get the, 
,rest only after a waitirig period and a more' 
th?rOligh v~tting. , , , , , 
"\ Other proppsals will" soon be on '" the 
iable.,A critical element of the lawsuits in
volves the industry's two-tier distribution 

,sYstem; gunmakersship'their wares to dis- , 
'tributors but, inake 'no effort to find out 
~here'those~ns are ultimatelY"'sdld. In 
their meeting with :<\TE,officiais, gurimak-' , 

,ers offe,red to change that, although,exactly , 
,h~w is unclear. "We,are committed to doing 
,more,", .';says ,industry spokesman Bob 
, Delfay.The glmmakersare,also 

" willing to keep a sample casing 
from every gUn ~old, soagents , , 
c~n quicklyinat~h bullete,used 
in cdriies to the right guns. , 

/ ' Th~ catch is that the inqustry, , " 
'insistsCongressgivetheATFad-' , 
'ditionalmoneyto'lead these ini-' , 
,tiatjves. And,' even' if that hap-' 

, p~ns, it cou)d put th~ gurim3.k~rs ~ I 

on ariother collision course with .: 
,theNRA, While'guri'execs'have 

': worked closely with, ATF agentS 
in recentyears,tlie NRAdistrusts 

, the agency; it once br~ndedATF 
, 'agentS ''jackbooted thugs;' pro
voking former president ~drge 

" '.. ..' 'BushtoresignhisNRAlifemerri~, ,
leansbeg~nsuingth~i~ndustry' la~t y~ar, ' 

claiming 'that gunmakersnegligehtly dis-, , 

tribute gtins to'crirriinals.Severalcoinpa

, nies tried t(), fUld a'middle gTbu~d; meeting ; 

'with mayors to'head off lawsuits and s'trik

irig a deal : with President Clintpn, to 'put 


"safetY locks on new handguns." ',' , " ' 
,~Ailgered by the concessions, the NRA de

manded unitY in the gun lobby,but the re~ 
forrrers wouldn't: listen; "Le~mings are 

'u~ite(( in their march to the 'sea," observesbership. NRA chief'WaYne LaPierre ,warns' 
Richard Feld~an, who ledth~_negotiations.' 'bluntly that any company that-agrees to'to,o 
'wi'th the ~ite HOl,lse for _ thl;! Amedcan,IDuch compro~ise dsks a boyc6tt. It's a mis~ , 
~hooting Sports Gall,neil.., "The. industry' . \ erabl.¢ ch~ice, for~,.~y corporate bos~: take. " 
isn't there, to, protect the SecondAt:nend~ 'your chances oil, all angryjury or a desperate .' 
ment. It's 'there' to' stay in business." The '. Corigress':"'or incur ,the wrath ofthe NRA. "If 
NRAsl;!t its sights on getting Feldman fired, y()u,take'responsible leadership on this issue, 
and eventually had.its way. InMstry hard-, they will beat you up unmercifully," Feldman • 
liners aligned with.the NRA wenteven fur- says. "It does not feel good." In, Gun Valley 

,'ther: 'they had ,the ASSC i~elfdisbanded.' ,these days; very little does. ,': ':_ 

. i,. . . r " 
t:.'EFTTO RIGHT: NO CREDIT. ~HRIS USHER, JEFF ZELEVANSK~-AP 
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, \ \Vh~therth'~Y-li~~-i~-~~i~~iY-~~bri~b~~~-_~ri-i~-h~~~ity, p~~;;t~~~ri-nolong~;---'----:--
p~~t~iI-(rth-~t-th~i~~hild~~~'ar~i~tn~~~-f~d-~-th-~-thr~~t-~f,~~s~-Th~-ch~li.~~geTs~;, ~ 

.to rriak~-kid~-fe~f~~~l~~~--~b~t~r;~-~~~~~~fth~r~~~ri~kS:iiY-BARHARA-KANTROWITz ~: " 
, , ' ' , ' 

~ - - - -- -;!- - - - - -'- --- ~.-- - -- .;;.-,..;-:..:- -':..~!7,":'-':...;-- .:.::..- -;'- ~:-- -- .:.~:.:..- --',.;. -,- - - ---- --'-";,-' ----~-----------. " 
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T 'IS INDEED AN 'ANXIOUS , Neil Guterman: a professor of social work , an increase in, gun-related', incidents ~t ' , , 
season-:-,nowhere ,more than' in at Columbia University" and an expert on schools lately, violence in the classroonihas 
Littleton, Colo., . where students children and violence. "They have to <;on- 'actually declined dramatically in this dec
retum this~ 'week to Cohlmbine ; vey a}erise ofsafety a~d, security to their - "~de'- schools ru:e among th~ sat-est places \ 
High SchooL So~e, ,lil~e' junior, ch,ildren' and, at the same· time, not ,hide children can be. The Natiol).al School Safe- , 
Lance 'Kirklin, 'whose face "was the truth.',' , " , . ,ty Center reports that last year there w¢re ' 
shattered by a bullet in the mas- Although 81Ijercent ofthose' surveyed in 'just, 25' violent deaths, (including 15 at .,' 
sacre .last spring, bear ,physical : the NE;WSWEEKP~llthink there has been' Columbine), compared:,With anaverage of' 
scars of the tragedy. Others c~rry " 50 in the early 1990s. Onlyatinyfractio'n,of 

; wounds: ill their hearts. :Parents in Little- ,all hoIl1iCid(;!s involving school-age childret. 

ton-say they ,are determineCl toprotectocciir in or 'around schools, according to 

their children.' "We're tryi~g very hard to, 'the fedenil Centers fdr'Diseas~ Control and 


, m,*~ it as normal as possible;' 'insists the Prevention'. , ' .' 
,mother of junior Diana Cohen. But will . ' :l?u~ it's also 'true that guns are'a ~eno~s 
things, ever be' "normal'~ again, in Littleton ,threat to' kids. "People are' too ,,:,orri~d' 
or anywhere c;lse? ',' ')' ' . about school:' says Kevin Dwye.r, presjderlt 

Columbine-and Paducah and Granada : of !;he National AssociatioI) qf'Sch'ool Psy-' 
. ,. 'Hills~ sounded : the' alarm for parents' cho\ogists. "I think they need : to b~ 'more ' 

'aro'uhd,the country. 'Whether they live· in, , ",ofried abo,ut the ayalanche of guns in.the 
the inner c'ity or the' most serene suburb, c()mmunity." According to govemm'entsia
they now know that their kids are not im: . tistics, 4,223 childrenvvere killoo by fire;-" 

,munefrom t:h~ 'thre~t ofguns.:~Thephic~s 'arms in 1997, many of them in ,accidents 
you used to think were safe have been Vio-~hileplaY1ngat friends"poines in their oWn . 
latea by these 'random acts ofviolence," , . neighborhoods~ ':['h6usands 'more were in-
says, Kathy ,Thomas, a motheI: ,of tJ:tree . , jured by 'guns.' Some experts predict that 
from Thousand'Oaks, Calif. "I certainly fire¥ill-related injuries could soon' replace 

, don't wimt my kids to live in,fear.~' Parents . car crashes as,the leading cause qfdeathfqr ' 
worry about how schools will protect their , young childnin., "'. "',',', 
children a~d aren't ,sure'how, to begin ,the More and more people seem to he get-, 
u~comfortable bU,t ,e~sential dialogti<; with' ' ting that message. In the NEWSWEEK,Poll, ' 
their kids about the risks ofguns. In that' . 64 percent ofparents'ofkids under'18 were 

'taskthey face "a terrible dilemma,", says, : sqmewha~, ~r .veryconcemed that, tJ:teir 
'\' .' 


L2::";"-O RI,G,'fO': ";:t.o..nJG, '<E'iIN -lIGU:Y-:-A? 


http:Natiol).al


( 

, ' , ". /' . ' , ~,an do; is fail to pro~de anop- , 
childre~~ mfghtget, hurt or )nto, troubi~ ',' !iWAA;i;ii5Iii~?!!!p!iW!Ii¥iii*ijiiiig;¢#i\¥#Aii%tfll'&&9&¥'ji¥W7'" 'portunity for children to talk. "We tend ,to ' 
while ~~iting the hOrn~s of frit;ndS, who, 'D~' ". "d t'h 'D' ri " "th~rik that ifthey don't talkabout, it, 'it'wiU-' 
Own, ~I;li "I lived in 'New York City for 14,ISCUSSln,,'e ~ an"E!rs; ,,','get beit¢r; out that's ~ot the right ~essage,"' :: ." 
years and felt safer tIlere, beeausenobOdy' Consider a: child's age and deve!opmept \ Ishl;! says. "They might thi~ it's' something 

f 
,I,., 

SEEKING SO~CE:Asmall boy 
cl~ngs,to an' aduit following fhe' , 

,Aug.,10sh'ooNngattheNory:h 
,Valley ]ewish'Cotnmuniri Center 
--------------- ------ -. '.. ' , 

I. ' 

Vi<ilenc~ 'Program' 'at Boston 
Medical' Center. And, sh~ say~,' ." 
limit their exposure to\~olerit;", ' . 
images,on television and in the 
rrio~e~. ; Slightly older kids,' 

• J' 

: ' 

'. from ~bout 6 to 10, ",maysourid 
. m01;"e sophlsticate~ than-they, . 

actually are," MCAlister Groves' , 
's~ys.:'''T;Uk to'them, reassure;· ' 

:'them." . Young .adolescerit:$,' 
from' about 11 up, are, mote 

, ~) .. \, 

, able to understand reid risks 
.a~d statistics.. , ' " . . 

',' , " ,At all agt:s, ~1cAlister Grov~s 
" says, . "allqwing ,kip.s ,to:'. :vojce 
• their worries' is very ,'impor-
, tant.'~ The worst thing a parent .' 

, .l.lad a·gun iii. the :hollse, but 'he~e peopl(,! .:when talking about guns and ~olerice: , ):hat frightens us,": and that would only iIi-
I, 	 have rifles,", says J:?ebra l~onard, a physi- Rere;s some ,ad~cefrom eXperts':·, crease their owIi fears:; i:,' ' , '. ' 

cia,n who, liyes in rural Bethel Township,:.:youi'lg chlldren,Reassu,rethem. The)~ don't 'Theiwa:veotgUn"~Qien~has i,rrevocably 
Pa'; "I tell illy kiqs nobody can proteCt ,realizedeathisEen::nanentorunders~d1he. altered ,the national self~imagl;! and should 
th,emsely€?sfrom a gun if it's not locke4 up' difference between real and fake ~olence. ", ,be ,8, wake;ilp' c~n. to parents, "p'eople ,had 

", ,il'). a cabinet,' ,so,, they should leave: the" ' ~Elementary:schoQl EXplaih the dangers ~(, (th~ir confiderice shaken and their compla
" / [friend's] ,house, an,d call me to 'piCk them weapons. Encourage them to talk about, . ~ency dispelled this Pl;lst year,'"says Cornell : 

: up ifanyom':,eveJ handles a gUn." ,,' worrj(~s, 'amllimitexposureto media ~ol~nce~' 'University's James Gar~arino,'who ,h'aS, 
Unlike some parents, Leonard, did allow .. Early idoloseence As kids becOme more studiedchild,ren ana ,~olimce, for years. 

'Her two sQrts ,to' play with toycguns. "Our independent; k~p'a dialogue going ~you're,"There .'is: a grqwing recognition, 'that the ' 
,chil,dr~n l1av~Water,gui1s and":ro~oy' 'oritopofpoteni:ial,pn>.blems., "", epidemic of youth' violence has",now' 
,'guns,': she says: ,"If you don't give,therri',. Teens Boys sufferingfrom depression are at reached ,:a' point' where virtually every' 
",' gUns, th~y build'them. Myyounge1;"~boywas 
'a !:.ego maniac, 'and he built guns out of 
Legos,." In, fact, there's no' e~denCe that, 

, 'playing with toy gUns turns kids into kil,iers. 
Many stuc,lies confirrri Leonard's experi" 
dlce, that c~ildrt;:n-:-paruculaIly boys::-,Wl1.1 
tum, anything available, (acimot, even a' 

, 	'piec~ 'of spaghetti)· into', a weapon.. "Toy 
, guns are a, minor issue;," says Kathleen 
, Heide; a cIjmiriologls~,at the Uhiversity of 
, South Florida. "The real concern 'shoUld oe 

helping,ldds aeaI ~th negative feelingsahd· 
resolving conflicts:"B~t the problem is. that 
younger children often.,thiilk real millS ar:e. 
toys. Parerits s:qould, make 'sure. their kids 
,understand' the dlStiriction betWeen play 
,guns and weapons that kili., " " 

. Staying alert is the:bestdefense.'l{aren 
'Kaul,thern4ther of~ third grader in subur-' 

• " '. ~, ..' , • ~. J 

',"',' 

riskfor,suidde.Donldismiss dramatic :schoo~ contains boys,who·are tro~bled~ an,
'ch8nges inbeha~or as "phases.~ ,,' gryand ~olent ~pough, who hive acce~s ,to 'j 

' ,~eapons and ~olent ~cen~os aqd images, 
.' banWilm;~,' Ill., to~k\quiCk 'acti6n1 re-' .to become the, next' tragedy. J ,think,people 
cently~hen" she, ,overheard ,the younger, 'are. nqw understanding, that in, their 
brollier of one'of her daughter's plaYmates ' hearts,,:-'and minds.'" :.. ,' ' ': , " , 
say he was going to get .a~ gq.n' from, his' No'one is ~afe anymore: That's the Jesson '.' 
house', Although, ittumed, out~ to be: a: B~" Lance Kirklin learned'last April at Colum

'gun, "I called the parents, arid they/talked pin~ HighSchool. One bl,1!let 'dug,a crater " 
tpthe'Iqds'ab6ut jt;'Kaul says. . . '" 'in hischeek,ari:d b.e faces:[olir more opera- ' 
EXperts'ad~se tailoring .information tions. Still, he, says he's not won;ed that ' 

. abo,ut gUns a,nd ~olenc~ to the age of the' such a cataclysmic'tragedywill stii~e Lit-' 
,~hild~ Youngsters under 6m'ay ,have heard ,tlet9n: twiCe~ ,Should pe9ple in the' rest 
news about'shootings Qn TV; and,worry: of the. country be: scared? ''Ye$,'' he says~ , 

: that they are directly' in. the line of fire.' ,"It will .definitely happen again:" Parents,' 
~Achil~,shouldbesaying very emphatica!-
Iy that they are doing everything they can " 

'tq,keep kids safe," adVises Betsy)vlcAlister, 
'Grhves" diiector\6( lli~ Child Witne's~ :to ' 

everywhere cal! ol)lY,hope that he's,wrorig; . ' 
J',' with ERJ~ CHECtc; E~iZABET~ AN~ELi., 

" , ' , SHERRyKEENE-OSBORN;nLittleton,' 

DONNA, FOOTE in LosAngeks and b~re~uTeports . 

'. , J' , ' 
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MOURN,FOIITHE KillERS, TOO 
A.17-vear~()ld survivcirofthemassacre inLittleton, Colo., reflects:on the'horror ' 

~ . - :-~- --- -- '------:...---...:--,----'---- '----- -- ..,;.---'-.---~--.------ ..:....;~----...;.---.:..---.-.--...:--'-~-:...--
andop~erOwn campaign fOf'~reasonable' guncontfotBY DEVON ~DAMS ' 

" t . - - - -- --- -'-.!.. ------ -"":"-- -- -:--: ---;--:-::-"---.-- -- --------..;.--.....;-,...---;.. - - - -- --	 ...;-:"" - - -- - - ":'" --7" - ----.- - - -":'" ' .... 

Y
HIS YEAR., I wENTBAcKTO:SCHOOL EA.R..Ly. MYJUNIOR' 'onlypurp~sef()rthatki~dofgun is to kill 

, , , Co'1 b" 'H'·' h S h' '1 "ffi ~all" b . thi 'k lots ofpeople quickly. I rusothink guns ,
, ' "yearat "" urn ~ me Ig. c ,()o 0, c~ y . egtns ,s wee ':'" should be licensecl,jtistlike cars. Aljd the 

, ' But last Friday, I was back iIi the building to Sh9w incoming' mipimum age for gun purchas,ers sh()uJd ' 

, ' " '" f~eshjilenaround. the idea was basically tohave fu,n,...;;...andwe' , be raised from'18 to '21~thedrinkiftg age. 
Ifyou' re'I lOt' responsible enough'to drink ' 

, did. The'serious partbfthe program was to,let the freshmen kflpw, /alcohol, you're not responsible enough to 

'that mere are peop~e they'cantumto when they have questions, or , 
ifthey're in sotne, kin,d'of trouble,.' We finished last year at another 

, school, butI've be,en jnside Colurribine s~yeialtimes'SInce April, " 
~hen£,'ric Hru.:ris,an"d Th~lan Klebold' killed a1teacher, 12 kids an,'d " 

~J 
, 'f themselves. ,The library, .', ' " , " " 
,where-the worst hlo~dshed: 

buyagun: ." c ' 

LastJuly, a gr(h~p.ofus from SAFE went ' " 
to vvashington, D.C., to lobby for gun leg- " " " 

~ islatiori, Including an:end to unregulated 

sales a,£gun shows· We talked to the presi
' di:mt aIld the vice'president, but halfof \, 
.. Colorado's'congfessionaIdelegation ' 

turned a deafear to us. My,'lobbyingexpe
, 'riencehasleft me disappointed in politi- " 

'.occurred, has been ~ealedoffby a w~llof,dans;Theyjust.don'tget it-that13 Y0!lng " 
, ,lockers and replaced by a temporary Ii-' ,'people die every day in this country fI.:om " 

brary. By now, Tve,walked past the lock- ' gun violen,ce. And they don't seem to care 
ers som~tifnes: that I almost forget "that7,0 to 80 percent of4inericans support' 

, 'what's behind them. It looks so normal> 	 ',reasonablegun legislation.' I 

'_'I,' .	'and I thinkthafs ~ealthy. Ifthe,~~w ki<is: Fin also saddene~ by a lot ofthe news cov~ " 
, see Us treating the area as normal, then ' erage ofColumbine: Some reporte~s re- , 
they won't be spooked by it; " 'spectedourgrief,butm~ny\Vereinsulting.: "-

Cohimbinehas been the biggest part 

9fiQy life"since ~ 'Y3S an incoming fresh ~. , 

'man. Fmglad I have two moieyea~s 

here-inaWaY, I neverwanttoleave. 

AndI~everwar;,ttoforgetthe~pl~ 


;.- who,died, inclu~ngEricandpyhin. I 

thinkwe shouldmourn;lliofthem. D}r

,lanw'asmyfiiend;andIstilidon'tun-· : 

. derstand why he did itAtfi~sp blamed 5' 


, "myself; I could have been a bei:ter friend,}, ~ 

But then I bega~ to seethat;lll ofsociety '3 


'/ ~as to blarpe. EricandDylan:were'~on~ ,}, , , '," ",' " ' 
stantly ridiculed by many kids: And it COWMBINE S LEGA~Y: We siJou14 mourn all the, 

.r: . was too easyforthem,to obtain guns., I, 1!:..~,-~~~~ ~~e~~ ~~c~U:ZJ~~~~~~~~I?!.~'!!~ ___ ~ 

,'.' Our goal is to obtain reasonable gun legi.sla~on.~e need tofind' 
compromises. Some people say background checks on gun pur
chasers should be completed within 24 hours. Others'say five days.' 
I think ther~'s a happy medium: three days. Finding out ifsome~ " 
one is d,angerous takes more than 24 hours b~t less than 'five days. 

, Littleton is not the Wild West. It's more like,a typical American· 
suburb. i knowthat some ofmy.£riends' plirents have handguns, in,' 
the house, though I have never seenthem because they are locked 
up. I don't wahtto outlaw all guns. I can ,even se~ soineone_having 
a handgunin"the home for protection.£u:i: we ne~d restrictions on 
auto:natic guns wi~ a doz~n or IT,lore bullets in: their clips. The ' 

, Not 10l,1g after the shooting, I joined ,Rachelwas beautiful, inside apd out. She' ' 
, a,new, t>ipartisanorganizationcalled SAFE:, CoI9rado;the~?' I' ,wasahardworke~withagreatsenseofhumor.Afterigotoutofthe," 

, acronym stands for Sane:A1ternativ~sto the Firearms Epidemic: .. school on the'dayofthe shooting, I watched the news coverage on : , 
" 

'As one TV rep'orter, primped fotthe ca'rriera, , 
, he was neard t~ say: ~'po I looK'devastated .. . ' .. 
,enough?" And even people who hated Dylan 

'and Eric were appalled by the magazinecov-, 
erthatcalled,them"TheMonstersNext " ' , 
Door." They were ourfrieI,lds; tQo; They , 
,werejust ki~s. But someone had to ,make 
monsters outofthem. " '.,', 

,Mterthe shootings, itwasreported that 
, ,,' Eric and Dylan wanted to kill nonwhite stu~ 
.. dents and athletes, but manyoftheirvi<;tims ' 
, diqn'tfallinto either Cfitegory. 9neo(them 


was a dear friend 'of mine, Rachel Scott. She, 

',was no athlet~, she was a theater perso~. ' 


TV, trying to find Qutwho haa been shot. I saw videotape ofstudents 
ninningpasta bodyon the grounq.~lyou could seedearJywasthe' 
:V:ictim's hair, butthatwas enough. I had helped to cufRachel's hair, 

'so'I kne~shewas,the OIi~ lYing there. Thesad thi~g i~ that Ra<;hel 
',would have been a pertect friend for Eric and Dylan, ifonly they had, 

known her well, because she would have accepted th~rh. ~still can't , 
b,eli,eve they mearit to kill her: " " " ",",' 

And now the shooting iri LOs Angeles. It was horrible,enough, 
that, at the age of17.' Thad t(HUn for:lTIylife from my owr. high, 
;schooL It is even more ~ideous when g1,lns are turned against' 
'preschoolers. This must stop; alJd it ~ust stop, n9W. 
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'TRAS BEEN ONLY A FEW MbNTH~,. 

but life ha,schanged-radkaIly at Per

f!lian High in 9dessa,' Texas;"Last 

May, when -the' dismissal bell rang 


.out the old ,academic y~, ,~tUdents, 

were Jane anrlJohn Anon~ous;aD.d 

the c1osest'thing to surveiIlancewas a 


, couple ofsecurify guaf(ls passing through ~ 

" ,thehatlways.iLastweek, when studentS re


tumedfor ,the new year, 'they' stepped into ' 

the. n<,<w ,'age of high-tech school safetY. 

Every' sfuc?entisno~ required to ",ear ~ 

comlmteHo~edID badge. Seventeen sur
veillance cameras morutor the parking lot, 
, ' . 'arid schdol' eritrance. And "black: boxe~:' 

'some (no oile knows' whidi), contairiing 


, , "cameras with audiotape; had beeii'i;"stalled ' 

\' in soineclassr<~ollls by engineers fromSan- ' 

,di~'Nationil! Laboratories,wh~ch, desiglls , 

seGuritysrstems for the u.s. Mint and 'FBI. ' 

Permian,which has 2;100 students, isn't 


;an e~peciallydangerous: c~p~.· Still; 

',"we're nev,er, satisfie...d;' s~ys principal,~riall 


Rosson. "We',re taking proacti~estepsto 

" . make thisas ~afe'a'place~asit can be.", " , ' 


> ,:, ;,Btit can any measure gUararitee safety?' , 

, 	 That is, the question plagtl.ingadministi:'a~ 


to~s ,as sch.ool doorsoperi a:ctos~ Jhe coUn~ : 

, try" Overall; schoolyiolence has, declined 

,this 'decade;, But ,the mantra, '~It can't,hap

pen here" was burieQ. once'and-for ali with : 


I, ' 'Columbine's, young victims. The'recent 
s~hool shootings have. forced'_.a growing, 


. numberof offici~s'totake'~OI?etim'~des- '" 

perate me~ur~s to assUre parents, teachers 


" andstudentsthatsometh~ngis beingdorieto : 

"" ,deter violence~even if there is no consen
'su~ ~ri "the programs' effectiveness. The. 
,range of strategies)s enormous-from in'- .. ' '\'" 
'stalling meiai detectors for~gtills to training " 'In theIr effort t6prevent disaster, some C~oSs, pnndpal' of Schau~b~'rg High' in ' 

school person~el to identi~'alienation and , schools are,~doptinga*ar~militaristic ap- ,'suburban: Chicago, which instituted the 

, hostility ,before they ;spin, out of controL' proadl.Fire drills are rrj.ere child's play rom- . drills last'winter. "It means'So'meone's life'is 


: "There's been a shjJt from' 'geneiil, se<:uritY/ pared with student rehearsals fof~rrned iij- ,'indariger."'T.he kid~ are~'t the only opes get~, 

to crisi~manage~ent,~ says Pete Blauvelt,' trUders. "They kno"i'ifI coi;ne on the P."":. ,ting,ready.:Local.sWAT teams' case ,the' 

, head ofthe National Association ofSchool 'and.say 'we're ;ina lockdown sitUation' '" to three-siory building 'In the evening and on 
, Safety., "Th~ rece~t shooqngs h~vei&kea' clear the hallways,:get away fr6JJi ,the w,in.- ,\ 'weekends, uricovering' ~very I~ nook and, 

, ,', theanxietymeter up 50 ~r 60 no~ches.", .. dc):w~,andgetdbWnonthef1q~~;~saysSh~ron, ~ranny. COuld a student hide here? 0>uld a" 
I, 	 ,.,.- ' .... 
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SWAT TEAM: Officers stageA drill' , 
,at, q, Pittsburgh schopl in response; . 
,to the-shootings in Littleton and \ ' 
LO!i1ngelis , , ,;" 

, 
our production into' iu;,uoil.". " 

, :But the detectors are still far 
fro~ routine: Evanston 'Tow'n~ 
ship High .outsid~ Chicago 'con
sidered them, but deCided th~y'd ' 
'be too intrusive., It opted instead ' 
for surveillance equipment. The 
four-story building is now being " 

, equipped With 500 video cani
eraS in47 stairwells and 81 exteri-' 

" or doors. Th~ cost:, $lrriillion. 
"Some peOple think we're doi~g , 
'this to spy on, them?" sayS Kathy' 

, f , 

I. Miehls, ';ill Evanston administra-, 
'tor. ,"But ~I?'l:l don't spe~dth'~t ' 
kind of money without a very" 

, . compelling reason. In the end, it's 
forsafet}r."; , 

But some experts on school 
safety~ondenyhetherthepricey 
high~tec~ route is the, answer., 
Columbine, for instance, had an 
armed s~curity guard ',on' the 

, , ,premises. 'And although ,video 
, ,camerasrhighthdp:with deter- j" 

, , renc!!, tJ1ey're Q,otgoing to stQP a 
determined,killer. Nor can, they 
solve the problems 'of b'l;lllying, 
haraSsment, 'and alienation

, , which seem' to have triggered ' 
,', . many of~er~ent school shoot: 


:, " ings. Jan Hughes; an educational 

"psychologist atThxas A&M Uni


versity, ~o~es' that an overem

phasis on,surveillaq.ce canriIake 


\. , kids feel targeted. That c'ari in
crease the very alienation that lies " 

, at the root ofso m~ch youth ,vio.: 
lence. "[Surveillance ] creates an 

"T' ,,) . 
environment 'where ' students 

, }. ',' don'tfeet'thatschool is~pla~ef~r ' 
,I '" them;',,'says Hughes;, "Rathe~ 

than making them fed'rp.ore 
conifortable" it maKes them Jed, 
less secure." Hughes says schools 

~" should take a more personal apc "
i proach to, ,Slifety, by building 

" ~trustingtdationships between, ' 


e:teachersandstudents." ' 
j ,'They're 'trying to do just that 

, ,,\.\. '. " ~ \ a~ Heath High ~cho'ol,in P~dli-
gunman, flee there? In Pittsburgh, ·SWAT City schools, like those in Los ,Angeles, cah, Ky., wh~re administrators are identify- ' 
teains ~ook aim in th!! hallways ofBrashear have hadrneaiJ ,deteGtors for years. But' rng adtllts fr'of!! facultyrriembers to clisto- . 

, - ,High last week, staginga.mock e~ergency. schools \\(ell outside ,urbantemiin are' no~' pians to cafeteria ,Yvor~ers whom,students. ' 
Other schools areinstalliI1g telephones ~nd ",hl~yingthema~hines, too-at $2,500 apiece. trust; ,then':teaching,them how to counsel 
even panic buttons in d~srooms.M,any are 'At' Garr~tt ,MetaL Detectors in;, Garland, . 'the kids. "You can put up all the fenc~s and 
hiring security officers; s,ome, armed; to\'Texas,rschoolfordershave quadrupled since, giIardsyou~want:' says Heath prinCipal Bill,' 
monitor the comings andgoip:gsofstud~nts, April, says Jim Dobrei, director 9fsales and. Bond., "But when' a kid pulls a:giln and 
betweendasses.mark~ng: "W::;en ~6lumbine hit,.it;threw starts firing, all the prev~ntion measures in 
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'p;ogramis ~owa~ti,;ein lO.Flonda:counties. 
and administrators in other states are inter- ' 
ested ip setting,up Seeak Out lines.oftheir , 

,;own:BlitWe~leyMitchell, chie(ofpoli(;=e for' 
the 'Los AngylesUnified School District" 
says their 19calhot line has typiCally beel~ " 
used 'not for prodl1;ctive tips, b,ut to l)araSs 
fello~stUdents.'\Itdoesn'twork,'''hesavs. , 

Even ~t Columbi~e; v.rhere' a cpm~~nii:y 
'has united iRtragedy,thereis,no cQnsensus . ' 

, on how.to prevent theviolencefrom recur- I ~' 
ring. Th~sch90hlO\V ha~ 16 new surveil-' 

,lance cameras, and students must wear ID . 
, 'tags~tali ti~es.Pilre~ts are being recruited . 

, ashallmonitor5;and adrriinistratok are, 
,suggesting a,dr~ss code thatbans'hats arid 
camouflage clothing. (In the. immediate af-', 
t~rmaih, of last April's shooting" the school 

,bal1ned blacktrench .coats.) But, ~aysKurt .... 
Bigelow, 'presid:ent of the newly fonned ,,' ' 

: Columbine Alumni Association, "aI1.of the' 
" " ','\" .. ' " ideaS tbatwehllVe come 'up ~th,wouldn't 

, SE~UllilY CHEcK.:~ HouSton high-s~h~ol " ' 'pf()~ches are far from perfect. Arecent study ,havepreventedwhat happened ~pril20:' In . 
: stullentgetsjriskedwithameialdetectorprwr,' . of 8( popular: violerice':preventionpro- a'coll;ntry wh~re a quarter'of students say, ' 

to grdduation r;eremiJ~ies lastMay gr~s". including PeaceBuilders" gave.Jus.t· guI!s are easily accessible at home, expecti,!g 
,: ,\ '---7--.:..f-.-----:-':.-.~-,--~--'-~--""7"':':-·~~- 'IO'an :A;'mo~e th~ half receiv~d 'a 'c or ;D, any measure to make a school inVl.llnerable 

, the,wor1dai"evi~~lIy'useless. l(s gotto'b~ " "many because'theyconcentrated too heavily ,isurireaIistic. Thei:eisnote~hnological fu/to ,', 
. prevented in'. kids' ,hearts:' Almost 2,000 , on providing information rather than on' , the threatof school violence, and measures· . 
" ,miles" away; .students 'at ·St.. GeIieYie~e " helping' kids develop Jnterpersonal skills., that strike at the rootca{.ses qf~yorith vio-, 

'Catholic High School in ,California's San, Other weU-meaning attempts to .stop vio- lencehave alongway togo. For schools; af- ' 
Fernando :Valley.will spe.ryd the first \Veekof • lence beforeithappens also Jail tolive9P to . '.fer all, areproducts andreflections o,f(he so
schooltalkin:g about how to bui~d character, ..their ,promise' In ;F\orida, CheryI.CatchingS ,dety ~e:rserve. '''' 
and the importance ofrelationships. "We're, 'and her sonJo Jo started all anonymous teen ", , . 
not dOi.ng.metal·detect, ors,'? says p"f,l'ricipal ,ti,p),ine", Sp'eak,,Otit",'afte,rJq,Jo, an Afi.,ric,an-: 'WithJOHNDAVENPQ~T,DoN'NAFobTEinLosA~geles; : , , , 'BETHDICKEYinMelbourne,Fla"SARAHDoWNEYind ,.

" ",' ·D~ !f0rn.,uWe're~oin~wekometnilts:: :. ~erican, \waS jumpe.d .~y ~. tru~k full of. STEVERHODEsinChica~,SilE~YKEENE-OSBORN' 
, One prograJ1? that maIlY schools find ef-, white boys ona gang Imtiaqon ntual. Th~ , '" inL!tt,letonandjEFFGREENinDetrOit 

fective, in ':redilcing' violence is ;', ' , ., . ,.,'" " - \ " '" " '1,' i 
, , . , .\' ¥EM ;;;aM-casa,>;; *~t}i$e fkifi$mij!l~9¥:&IM£tt'f£'Rl7!etW&i1\W&&M." aaaH.";". 

:peer·!m~q.iatio~~ At Waterford, ."~... ..' ,' .. " . "/,,' ::, . ' , . ").. ,' . :. ,,},?; , 

. MottHighin,Michigru:,thepro-. S~udentsand ,Guns: A-:Better~eport,:Card ',. 
i,'

", " 
~:f ~~sh~;m ~e~~~~~ re-, Federal s~tistics reie¥ed la~t :w~eksho~ed that 3;930, ~tudents~~re eXpelled du~ng the1997~.98'·· ,ias 
S . • e °4reO fil whas ms, b" 'k school year'fo'i'hringing firearms .to school:""down roughly 30 percent from'thepreviousyear.· ,m<;lny as Ig ts a year r() e, ,.,. . . " , " ' ' ..';, 
out at .the scndOl. But last year '. . '. . "i' . , 


.. '."". 


, . 
dents: only o,ne ended in afight. 'NUMB~~ ()F CASES~'~~~ ~IO":49 
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. StUdents andeer, inedia,tor,'s reso,',lved,' "more 'Studimt gun-rela~edexpulsionS, '997-98 violence,1991' ,'p NUMBER OF STUDENTS EXPELLED' PER 100,000, ' ,'. . I "I 

than 90"disputes between'stU," .' '" " >8;~% said'they,' . 
,,' have carried a 


Suchinierpersonal apPfQaches 
 w~p~m atschool 

,.«all ,s1fl.rt even 'in elementary 
 7.496,said they , 

, ' 
school. At theDquglas School in ' , were thn:aten'OO' 

the ruraltoWnofPrinct'!ton,IlL, 
 , or'injuroo with ~, 

. weapon at school ' kindergarti1ers'~are leru;riing to, 
communicate With 'each other' , 4.096 ~aid thev felt 

too unsafe to ~ .. ..th,niugh., "p~l:lce'cirCles~" .wher~~. 
attef!d,school : . ,they air grievances aJid offer 

:praise~ .Theprogra~,-Peac~~ . 
S~dents who ,said, 

" 

" BuilderS, has g9tteIi high marks. they'bave _ 
'from: researchers-and from. the: , 


littI~ people, too~ ':By' being a' 

p'eact'!builder;' says Ryan Gos,~' 

nell,q,,; ','you are 'riJ.aking the . 


,I schoola:.hetterplace."" . , ., , 
.' But as with 'metal 'detectors' 
, and, ql~eras, eV'en. the best-' , • "j; '.', ' .1:4 ~"'f:%:' ', .. , ..',:,'.:,; ,', '.' ,,,. .'" .'199395' 97 
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ALL CARNAGE, ALL THE TIME 
,') , , " 

, T~~-~~di~,-~~y-th~y;r~J~~~td~I~~gth~itJ~-b~-th-e-;B-~6ffhg~~J~~~~~~:~~~~fp~~pi~~~'--' 

:,~i~tt~~~tch~-s-~-~hy~i~-ih~puBllt-~~-~~(f~tth~-~~~~~rtg~r~?~BY'RleitARD -TURNER-. 

~--~------------~----------~---------------------------~-----------------~---~----------\~--~--.---~--~---' 

OURNALISTS USED,' , , tive, but their audiences are tiriy: " 
to be' cas~ a~ magpi~s,. ., fewer thim a million homes nor
()f canaries, or even . mally tune :in to the three serv
wise old owls. Let's ' : ices. Ratings' for ,,Jast week's 
J~st,say ili~t- these ar~' . , shooting spiked, to 2:5 mill~on . 
not the doniinan't or-' , (compared With the 12.3 million 

nithological ,~etaph6rs' right . that viewed the post-Littleton 
now; ~Thenorm in this day_and "20/20'! episode). That's still-out 
ag!,! seems to, be the news media 'ofnearly 100 niillion TV house- , 

. circling like vultures, each hop- '. holds, Theire nk,hes for news 
ing to be the firstto feast oil the junkies., . So common , sense 
gory details of astciry," a city applies:' punch the ,remote, , 
cciurtjudge in upstate New York, monitor, the kids. Or go eJse
wrote last- mo,nth, refusing to' where::.when everybody, was 
give the 'press 'a transcript of al comphliniI).g , . abo lit: . J.ohn 

. • i 
~ , 

preliminary heanng"in a rape , Kennedy Jr. overkill, The New . 
~. aqdmurdertrial. \' . 'SAFETYVALVE:So~etelevisio~'newseditors York Times never onc,e' gave the story the . 

, : I,>arents and alumni at Columbine High . now delay the broadc,astof'live'coVerage bY lead position on its front page, subordinat-· 
School planned to form !l '~human chain" ,seVeral seconds to !LlIIJid the uil/witting '" ingit to tax cuts', and Israel. But no, the 
aroluid the school ,this week to keep the me~ transmission ofon-screen carnage'" . , tablolds,and local TVstations,' duking it-out 
dia 'away,from the stUdents. Large majori-, - - - - - - - - - - - - - -"7 - - - - - - - -,- - - - - - - -,:- - in the ratings and ori' then:ewsstanl:l's, won't " 
ties ofthose polled by NEwswEEK say,they 'shoothiinself in the head on camera~ So~e: renOlince their mantra, "Ifitbleeds,' it l~ads:' " 
believe' h1edi~ coverage encourages copycat news outlets have begun using a s~vetal- And ~ells. ., 
killings (88 percent) and makes people feel secoiid delay '~n "live" cove~age so they can , The big three netWor¥, by contrast, d9' 
m,ore endangered than th¢y really 'are (72', . pull the plug. little live coverage, and they aired fewer' 
percent). 'There\ie been other charges: all- 'But 'rigid, across-die-board guidelines crime stories last year than in anyyear since / 
Ipayh6m-all-the-tirhe' ,desensitizes us to aren't going to happen, executives say. 'Nei-. 1990"accor~ingt6 consultant Andrew Tyn
vi()lence. It intrudes on private momentS. It, ' ther is walking away from these stories. "You dalL But. the,y're especially starVed' for big; 
give,s'dysfunctional losers 'an opportunity canjustwhitewashit,ortiy, II!&i&ws 1f F5f!¥Mte '7'w - 'sweeping news events. 
'to goout ir a blaze ofglory, mid facilita~ed to' minImize the terrible . " Like the'news'magazines, .. 

,Buford Furrowjr.'s horrific "wake-llP call,.", ,~ngs that' are going'on;' TV 'Crime'TimetheY'vecu~ back 'on cer
,It almost feels as if the ,info'tainment em- says JeffWald,newsdirec- ..' Time devoted to gun issues tain plain-vanilla stories 
pin; i's 'prodt1-cing these shootings,proVid'- ,torbfKTlA-TV in Los An- pales hert to network coverc' in, favor 'of more news

~ .;. 
ing a 'stage~o{the psYchos to walk onto as ' geles. "[But] the public has age o'fcrime andth.e long- " yo'u~can~useaDouthealth, 


. if making ,an appearance' on '~The Jenny tci knmv about these things. running O. J. Simpson saga. . ',education; relig;on, enter- ' 

Jones Show." " .' , ' . ..' :TheireneWsWorthy ..:this, tainment.But they stilln;~ 

i To journalists, th~ complaints are trou- is the unfortunate reality ,Air ti":le spent on ~rime topics ' tajritheir chops for get
, 
I' bling-but double-edged. "They reward, us going on in the country ,MINUTES , , me-r~write 'news, and . , 
I 
I by watching," laments Fox News vice i>resi~' rightnow." , , 2,5,0.0 '. GUNS AND their infrastructures of re-

dent John. Moody" "then cbrhplain a~out News, outlets also tend: GUN CONTROL p()rtersaround the-world. 
whatthey see." And, media types,say, they toblameoth~ n~~S' out- .,:,2~0001~DC~ ~ S6" when a' big' st6iy: 
areever~vigilant abolIt"praCticing restraint,,' lets;· The pnnt people'. I ALL OTHER .~ bre~ks, they .swarm alI' 
,CNN says, it made sure not to'show the blame'the TV people; the , '1,500 CRIME, '," ove~ it. .Thene~s maga~ 
children's faces as. they left the bui1di~g 'network news ,people iinesparti~ularlylikeitifa 
'hand in hand last week. The Chicago Suit,- blame, the, cable people: : story i~ iinbued \vith the 

, Times played theColumbin,eshqotings in-' ,Arid in:deed, 'news. con-, 1,000 .fiJi·' Zeitgeist,.a little' bit' of 
'side'the paper the next day,sayiIigitwarit- sumers in the i990s need ,: i!,.. ,everything. And these 
, ed' ,to' protect young children arid prevent : to recogn,ize thatthere;s no' 500, 'days, you can, add one 

. c~pycat crimes:·~st spring,local TVsta~, media monolith out there. 'more. element-perched' 
'. tions in Los Angeles were properly cohtrite. Everybody's product is dif- ' ravenously on a dead-tree, , 

I, . when they cut away from regular program_- ferent. Sure, 24-hour ca- 1988 90 92 94 96.,98 perhaps. The media are 
ming (one from'''Animaniacs'~) to cover a' ble-news channels get . ~~.."~~D~~~i':t"ANDNBC,SOURCE' pari o(the story; too. 
police pursuit, only to "have, the suspect mind-numpirigly, r~peti-, == ,. WithESTHE'RPAN 
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, ,l~ut ,there is validity 'to the idea that it is a '- ~ .'. 

" contril;>,llting factQr, illongwith guns;",A re~. ''''''', ',.. ',', " 'I " . 
cent Writers, Guild conference devoted' a i:h~u', blained'the, in'c~eased :aVaill~bilityof 'st;tunch the'gratuitoUsfl~w' of blood. ,Be

: ,panel, to", ,dis~ussing the :r:ecerit carnage. 
,c" 'TheY caUed 'it "Guns, Don'( Kill' People;, 

, Writers'Do." '" I,'~' ',' '\',' 

,.' '~blit-ri~ttrY~~~d-----'~7-'--
, . ,-,-'---"'!"~ -:- . -r- --".":""- --,':"_-- -":';.--:-,'-;"'- - -''":"~ 

,gove~qiel1t SCIllUl?Y, (' 

,'ii~ye~eriteJta{i\~f~~<Ii~litig-:'," 
,d~~-th~~~~l~~ce~'-Wh~t: 

'.:~ ,', ;~ii-~-~~ft~f,-p~p,t~lttif~~~~ 
iobklik~?BY~OHN-LEiAtiD~ 
-:-:1::'_- _,:-:".':::. ,:,~ ~_-:-'''''; __ -: ______ ~ __ :.._.: _ , 

AND· CORlE BROWN, ". ' 
-,-"';"7--- ---.;.:--

HE ENTERTAINMENT' IN

dustry loves to say it infiti
ence$ people. TeleVision il.lld, 

, radio stations prom~se adve,i-: , 
" ' tisers llia~ they" can ,shape / 
',con,sumer . pieferences';iri ' , 
, shampoo or soft cirinks.Stars 
, ,use :1;heir celebrity to pub\i-

, , ,,~ize causes ~ike AIDS., re-
search or famine reliefBut when it'comes to 
the influence of Violence in some rri()vi~s, 
television, musidmd Videogameson behav-

I', 

, : ior, the same people get prickly. In the:Wake : 
, " of rect<nt atrocities; the industrY has turned 

,typiCally" defensive. ' 'Smnner '~dstone, 
,:,chaiinian of Viacom ,Itliemational 'Inc.; , 

raised the battle' cry at aconfe~ence ofcable-
, f' -' ",.. , 

, TV professionals inJune. "I'm outraged by a 
lot of what we hear blaming,the media for 
~hat's going on," he argued. "rdon't think, 
wehaveanYthingtobe ashamed ¢t" ... -

Now some t<nt~rtainers~and executives""': 
, most of whom wot:Ud speak only anony~' 

mously-:-:-say this armor i$ starting to corr,te ' 
,do'o/Il. In private, they ,are willing to' talk 

" ,',about an evolving sense of responsibility. "I 
, ammore sensitive than'~ year ago beclulse,I ' 
'of what, is in the air," sayS the head of one • 
major film. ~tudi6. ~'Not that I believe [vio" ' 
lent eptertainmeritJ'causeS s~et violf!nce. 

guns (70 perceQt). Last week the, Federal 
Trade Commission began a$ i million inv:es-' 
tigation intdthemarketingOfyiolen(enter-, 

This,hand-~Iigingcoincides'withpres-, ',tainrrientahd games to ch,ildi'en. "I dori't 
~ure from govemmeI!(and ,the publi~. In, a, 


, new NEWSWEEK Poll, 78 percent of re~, 

spondentssaid violence 'in the media de-

s~rved "some" or "a lot" ofthe bhimefor the, 


, recent mass shootings, a high~r'per,centag~ 
, , 

'1" " 

46,KE\"SWEl'K A'U,GUST 23, 199'9 

waht to take, on Washington;', says one' stu~ , 
diohead. "We'vepassedonthreeprojectsre
centlythatweretoovioleritr~ f ' " 

- The' Motion Picture ,Association 'of 
AmeriCa' is pressing' all i~ members to 

, . sides rating films, the trade group approves 
~ !llladvertising,.iricluding trailei:~ and We~ .. 

sites. "We've takeI1ll' hard look at guns" in ~ 
,'ads, says the MPA4-'s ~ethlyn Hanrl:.;~Alld " 
' quite.fr~nklY, that's a resultofLittleton. Be,-" ' 

fore that we'd let you have four guns on ,3. " 
poster. Now you'can have'ori,e."Thegtlide~ ," , 
lines are equally stem, ifless,clear,concem-' 

,ing g6r~:' The board oceasi,9nallY, bounces:: 
{.,' 



ads for sh6Wing too much blood on a btife., season. "The Blair Witc~,Project," the sum- . 
How 'much ,is'· too much?', "We. 'allow" a' ' mer's ,horror hit,' shows. no violence on 
trick1~," s~ys Hand, "and ~ot a stream;' the screen.. "The ,puplie;through ticket 

, .~ " The public's appetite for destruction sales, shbwedit IS no longer' i9terested' in ' 
, may also be waning. In t4e mid-1990s,. that,"says Peter $trauss, presiderit~f:Lions 

Schwarzenegger, Stallom:: arid Willis Qlled ,pate. Fihns, 'whos~ movi~s i include; "Gods 
, summer sere,ens with. an orgy of blood. ',But:· and Monsters" and "Affliction." The irony, 

as, the', mnv1CS got. 'dumber, audiences says :Mark Amin, chairman ofTrim ark Pic
tlinled e1se~vhere. Only the cyberpunk hit tures, which specializes in'B fare, is tha( 
,"The Matrix" carries a high body count this' ,~'we have to create more violent veJ:"si()ns of . ... . . 

j 

~ur, m~vie~ to please the Japanese markee', 
': Biack-oriented ril'Ovies a~cl rap' mil sic 

have been years ahead in the' movemel:\tto' 
,disarm, li~ely because. African-American 
communities felt the pain of random vio
lence before the rest of th~ countrY. After 

,.the rash of 'hood movies like "New Jack 
city" ahd "Menace II Society" in' the earlv 

.1990s, filmmakers and J>f()dueers ,turned 
,their focus to a larger sliceof~lai::~ life: This ' 

I " " ',.'1 
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TAPESTRY Of.VlOLEN,CE: (ClockWisefrom top)
f1 bair-pullingfiglit breaks out on a'Jerry 
Springer show in 1997;a still from the- , " 
videogame Quakt; III,'and rapperTupac , 

, ~hakur the day afte:he was shotin 1994 
;~-~-----~--------~-----~---------. 

'The ~~~~, ofViol~nt videogames, si~~ 

, "l,arly, have responded by building in parental , 


cOntrols. Parents can now set the ultra-,' 

" bloody Kingpin: Life ofCrime, for exanlple, 
:torun at a lower level ofbrutalitY; kids need ' 
a password to change levels. ~Thatwas total-, 
Iy' a direct response' to Columbine," says 
Doug Lowenstein,presideI:}t of the mterac

" 'tive Digihil'Software Association. ',' ,t, " , 

" This urge to p,urge ,violence'coqld',have 
'an esthetic dowriside. The violent bench

, ,triiirks ,of the '90s-Quentin Thraiitinds" 
, "Rese~qir Dogs'~'and "PUlp Fiction," the' 
,cinerhaticaJIy graphic raps ,of N;W.A., the, 
i-IBOsho~s' "Oz" ,and "The' Sopranps';-' 
have,been some ofthe decade's most brae

" ,ing all'd rele"ant art: They we~ unsettling. 
, , ' , . But the alternative, so far, has been soulless ' 

sex moVies like ~Eyes Wide Shu't" and the ' 
bland pop ofRickjr,Martin. , ' , 
, .. Ofi::ourse; the cleansing may norbe p~t
rminent. ',~EveIYone is, pUlling back for a 
while, ,letting the poHtiCia~sClaim a victory , 
qver Hollywood,", says one produc~r ofart-, 
house movies: !'Then it's back to'business ' 

:asusual:" The r~ r~onthere are no "Die ' 
:Hard"-style" gurife'sts ,this' 'summer, say~ 


, PaUl Dergarabediah, a:, box-office analyst, , 

comes down t6two words: "Star ,Wars." No 


" 
, ',,',' . , ' ,',' , ; '" ,stu~io wanted toput it$ potential l:ilock~ , 
: year'~big'releases, "T:he Wood" and the up- '''Theyar~s~tizingtheviolence;''the_filni's ',buster against George Lucas's sur~ thing: 

'" ,con:j.ing ~The,Best Man," are middle7class ,director ~es Craven told the Writ~rs GUild "The market for mayhem,he a9ds, is Cyeli~' " 
, ,relationship moVies.'Hip~hop, lti9 by a<?f:Sconference;,"They aren~t, afraid ofwh~t, the" cal. Even now,'saysBarry,Diller,chairman' , 
, like ,Lauryn Hjll,: has taken' a: similar step kid!> are gqing to do, bilt ~hatt;he govern-' ,of the USA NetWork; the public bloodlust is 


, ,back from the bri~.Though Eminem and >'ment is going to do."::,' " , ,I)'ot slaked. In 1998"Dille~ toned down the ' 

DMX still spin, mUrder raps;, today's;, At CBS~TV, producer Mark Johnson has high~rated "Je'rry ,sp'ringer Show" .in re

, ,,'thugged-out emcee offends more:with sex 'been<le:veloping~agriti:y cop. ,series called sponse to' public outcry., "The shock," he 
'" thru:' violence. "I think everybody'pau;;ed, "Falcone.", He screened the pilot; w1).ich in- _ Says, "was ,how many locaJ. stationscall~d 

when Pac, and Biggit<, died," says' Snoop 

, Dog'g; whose nefariolli,> narrativeshaye-
toned down, 'though, still merit parental 

discr<;ltion, "I know that kids are listening t'o 


, :my [lyric~] and taking it seriously." "'" 
, '" NoW-the rest of the' industry is catching, 

eluded, two violent' scenes; for netWork 
presid~nt Leslie M()onvrs a week after Lit-
tleton;~"I don't knQw ~f it would have both- ' 

'ered ,us' before," says I\1oonves. "But, we 
' had a visceral reaction to'someone pulling 

us to, complain abo~t what we did; ,They 
didn'tfeel any responsibility:',:, ',',' " 

, They, may have to now, at least, for a 
,while: 'th,e French dir~or Jean-Luc 
Godard once l)rud, in response to a com~ , 

out '3. ~ubmachine gun." instead ofslotting' "plaint about gore, "No, that's riot bldod;it's 
up, maklng, swift but limited, changes., the series in, his fall schedule, 'Moonves ,red.~ Afte/the, recent brutal events; such 

, Disneyland recently' removed all ,violent' held it as a'miQseasori repllicement;john- 'nonchalance comes harder, both" inside" 
• ,Vi~eogrupeS, and the, parent 'company, SOl} ~onsiders the show ~L victim of bad 'HollyWood arid out., NC!OI~ewants to look' 
, "dropped plans for: a movie based 'Qn R. L:,tiniing.!"l told the director,' 'Don:t, hold ; like th~ cigarette manufacturers, who testi- ' 

Stine's kl,~di~-horror 'Goosebumps bIloks' :back,'When'~e~liot,.lthe~o 'viol~nt] ned that ,their produ<;t did not6111se Cancer. , " 
MjrafI'!.ax/pirilensit)n Fi.lm.s" a 'division of ,scenes., I 'thought it woUldlsellb~tter if it' 1;he pub~ic )scalling the,. media: carnage'" 
Disney,: re:worked and ,toQed, doWn the pu~hed -the envelope: Today; I, ce$inly, blood~ And,they are seeirig red. ' 

'"script for the'upc<?milig"Sgeam 3," one of ',wouldn?t have done the same thi:t;Ig.,Vio~ ,W,thDEVI~GORDON,Ai.LISO~SMfUELS 

'seV'eral fiInls fe«lipg thepost-eamage heat lence doesn't sell." C ' . , ' , ' ' ,.' ." and MARK MILLER 
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THE· PSYCHE OF"A 'GUNOCRACY' . 
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Firearms ,are i<;onsoffr~edorn 'and p()wer~,'equalizers' in an egalitarian, country. " 

,'C~;;~~~h~g~~~~,-ti;Yth~~'~rid-b~~itkthi~-,tr,b{ibifitg-b9~~-?-BY'-ROBERTJAVil-fioN-----'
, ! , ;--~---~-----~---~-.---~--~---~-------~-------~-~-------~-~-~----~-----~--~-~--~---------~~--~------------

, .: , " 

:, BENEATH TRE ,MURDEROUS B~HAvfOR OF BUFORD O. ZioniSt:con~Il~ Ainericall'goyernment
I FurrowJr. flo'yvs a, dark undercurrent that defomis the ru.d wip'e out nonwhit~, Seeking to', 
.! , avenge other martyrs ofthe racial right? ' 
I, American psyche :'"our unique bond with the gun. That, ,,' Timothy McVeigh timed the 1995 Okla

,'II " ' ' bo,'nd readily, lend,s i,tself.to ze,al,otry: t4.e, 4angers,of,which. homa City bomb,ing t~ 'coincide with the 
'seconq imniversaryofthe government's ill

,,' become all the more temfYing In our age Qf.hlgh, unregulated ' advised attack in Waco, Texas, on the 

I " " ,technology. The historian j:{ichard Hofstadter onC(e said that after a 'Branch Davidians-and ori the very same 

lifc,etiine stu,dving the, ArlIe,'rica,n,experi,ence,,' wh,at h,e, fo,uhd m,ost ',' "day that Richard Snell, it leading figUre in,,I " ,r ' , . anumber offar-right groups, was exeCut~ 
rdeep.lytroubling--\y~thecountry'sin~bilityto cometotepns'wi~,:' 'ed(ormurder., ' '",' , " 
'I' the gun 'and its association ' Killers1ikeF~rrpwandMcVeighhave

" long since upgraded their arsenals from ' 
\' with tnewamor ~ubcllI- . flintlock rifles and Coltpistolsto assault ( 

'weapo.n~ and fertilizer bombs. Thelatter are 
tur~. Indeed,.the gun lias becom~ lethal (;mough, butwe should not delude, " ' 
close to a sacred object, revered by ourselvesinto,bdievingth~tweaponswor-
.nianyas the esse,nee ofAn)erican life: ship stops th~re.Aum Shinrikyo, the fanati - ' 

II 
i f', :,The sources ofour "gl:mOCracy" , calJapan<;Se cult that released s'arin gas in 

, ) date back at least to the'Revolution- tlieThkyosubwaysinM~h1995,kinrng12 ' ,~ 
ary War and ourromanticized vi-' . ' _peopleand injuring5,000, hasanotherles

\ siohs ofcitizen ,militias, ,which place ' son to teach us. ItSguni and his disciples 
tlie gun at the center ofour national tIad no equivalent tradition ofgunocracyto '~ 

, creation lUyth. That mythology was· • , draw upon. They furnedquickly to weapons 
elaborated in heroic frontier tales . ofmass destrUction, producing chemical, , 
andgiven 'more recent eXpression in ' and biological stockpiles and trying to ac
.Wes~rn moVjes;5llcli as th~John, r" , quireilUciearweap~ns, aswelL~uch tIlti~ 
Wayne fil~sagas. Through the flUx 'mate'weapo'nsareinnowayoutsidethe' 
ofpeople and ideas; the glin re- " im3ginatio,9 oftheAmericanracWr1ght: ' ' 
mained entrenched as an essential all are'embraced in "The Thrner Diaries," 

, aspectofo~r identity-the ico~o{ iIi which thedestniction ofmost ofthe ' ' 
freedom', power, and the rights ofthe world's population is achieved by nuclear 
indivldual. In that way, the gun' has the North Valley JeWish Community. Center , "cleansing.!' In otherwor'ds, tlieworship of ' 

, " ' " ,filled much ofthe psychological vac~ - -.., - -7" --:----~:,.-:,':' -.;':"- ~~ ~ ,.-:..-- - - - .. - -- -::- - \, thegunqm be extended toweapomyofany 
,uum cteated by the absence ofatraditionalAm~rican cUlture:', " kind, includjng,thatwhich may destroy everYthing. " ., 
,Looked upon early as the "~qualizer,:' it became ailimportari{vehi~ ,', BeSides fanatics and mentally disturbed people(Furrowappears 
c:le for our sense ofolJrselves as an egalitarian,people., , iq be both), 'many ordinary Americans have also become caught up . 
, Thecontemporarytesurgence ofparnmilitriry groups has been, in the cUItoftheIDlil. For them, itis notajamngsource ofviolence, 
,accompanied' by fierce resistanceto politicaI ~ffoits to impose the ' butas ri1~ch an accepted parto.( the landscape as forests and rivers. 

" . . mildest kind ofgun control. And this is riot surprising; since even, , Sudlpeople often ri:isistcontrols over the objects t:l).~y revere. But 
, God, as envjsaged by these groups; is ~n,-ceritered C'o.urGod is' human beingsarecapableofmodi£Yingtheirownmythologies.Af-, 

not a wimp~' is one popUJar.slogan). 'the violenceqommltted in his , ter the tragedies in Littleton, Colo.; Atlanta, and now ~sAngeleS'; " 
name is likely to be performed on behalf ofa '\vhite.lace" suppos~ ,"Americans have ~hown signs ofacha9gein their feelings about 
edlyendangered by Jews, blacks apd homosexuals.·., , ' : ' guns, seeing them'increasingly as more dangerous than sacred:, ' 

Whatever the social dislocations tliatfuel suchr~cist ideology, ,', That kind ofcoll~ctivepsychological'shift IS necessary if~e are ever . 
the gun is always available to proVide an absolute solution: The to transcend:the crippling fraternity ofthe gun.' ' - .' 

. gun is ciudal, as :well, to the eAachnent of~engeaQ<;e, so central, ~ . , 
';'tQ_themartyrology ofthe raciaI. right. Furrow lived with the.Wid~ROBERTJAY LIFI'ON,f\i'.D.,iiDistinguiShedProfossor ofPsychiatry 

ow ofRobert Mathews"who'formed a racist groilp C;llled the dr- andPsychology atJphn Jay College ofthe City University ofNew York.. 
der and was killed in a gunfight with the FBI. The Order, in turn, His new book, "Destrojing,~heWorld to.8ave It: A~m Shinrikyo, Apoc
took itS name from a noveJ by William Eierce, "'The Thrner Di- ·dlypti.c,Violence, arid the,New Globfll Terrorism,"'will be published by , . 

,~ ariesi'a~out a revolutionary martyr who helps too~¢rthrowa .,'M~tropoliu:nBooks in O~to.ber. ,,' " , ..' •.. '~.",." 

, , 

'.1 Y 4ft 
AiJC;TTST, ?,~ tQQQ NEWSW'::F,I{ :t" , 
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':ByDAvID BROOKS, " , :'is'abotittoeritera,newimd,fai-inorecom-1firstblows:LOokfoqhemtodecrythepoli~ 

,HE SONG SAID ITAIL.,"LiFE,: IS' "petit;i~~ pJtase'. B~h wo.~ 3L3 percent of tics ofdiVision and call olull Reptiblicans" ' 

good,"wentthechorus in George ,the ,straw-poll' vote. 'Stev~ ,Forbes, \Vh(:!'" 'to,rally behind the 'one man who seems able' 

W. Bush's tentinAmes, IoWa, on ,', 'rewrote tlie book: on conspicuoUs Campaign to get the'GOP faithful what they desper- ' 
Satuniliy night, "and I'm gonna i, 'Jxmsumptiorl, followed with an' acceptable ,ately Want: the :White House. . ' i 

, 'keep it th'atway." A well-heeled: bui: 'not'o,:"~rwhelming 20.8 percent. '" ' TQ~ brawl, will ~e' faScinatirig. While 
" crowdofRepublicaris sh4nrpied FO,rbes ~a~et now., In 1996 th~ pub- ,Bush is the paragon of. the Republicanes~ 
,and ch,eeren asthe,Thxas gover- lisher ~aged'a relentlesSly riegative cain-' ,tablishinen~ Forbes is the parago,i1' of the, , ' 

: nordailced v\'ithhisWif~, 'Laura, andjQcular~p~ignagairist front'rulllU!r ~ob Dj)le. This conservative eStablishment. The two,forces 
lywrap~his~saroundtheCountiygui-" time, thewamor with the nerdy extt':rior' '~~ nocthe samethlng. The R~publi~s ' " 

, 'tarist-For the Republican froilt, rUimer the :may, pt:Ove to be just as willing to spend his may waPt to ,read Forbes magazine, but' 
Iqwa straw poll was history, Victory was in, millions to tear down hisopponent-siIg~ ,they don't warit Forbes for president. ,They, 
theIJagandeverythingwasjtistfirle., , .. 'gestipg, for startets" th,atBush is 3,n'intel- are'pniginatic business tYPes whqwani to 
, 'HoW long will the big smiles last?Bush" , ' l~ lightweight,simply)lOt, up to, the' , win, and who distrust hot social issues like ' ' 

" , who,had been' sailing with seeming iIivinci- ,'challenge offacing aDemocratiC: nominee. abortion; the cons~rvatives ~onsider them-, ' 

bility 1Qward the Republican nomination , ',The Blish, people are ~poiling for ,the' selv~ champions, of an'ideology that is, 


, thanks t~ the voluminous support ofparty , fight. T,h~ybdieve thatAmericansare,sick,sltddled with lily-livered oppo~riistS. The' 
elders and llloneytitans, faced some actu~; , ofharsh; partisan at:tacJcs. As they see it, the ' , con~ervat;ives are headquartered in think ' 
voters in Iowa., The resu}.ts 'were,' impres- "candidate whp counterpunches does'better \ tankS like' t:l:!e 'Hc::ritage Foundation and, 
sive, but theyalso.imggested this camprugri ,than t:Qe ciuldidate ,who tries, to land' the l among the light-Wing commentators Steve , 

._:, • > " ' , '\ " " • f ',' '" 
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