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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH INGTON 

April 22, 1999 

SCHOOL VIOLENCE DISCUSSION WITH STUDENTS 

DATE: April 22, 1999 
LOCATION: T.e. Williams High School 

Alexandria, V A 
BRIEFING TIME: 11 :45am - 12:00pm 
EVENT TIME: 12:30pm - 1 :45pm 
FROM: Bruce Reed, Thurgood Marshall, Jr. 

I. PURPOSE 

To have a discussion with high school students on the recent incident in Littleton, 
Colorado and on school safety issues. 

II. BACKGROUND 

You will participate in a discussion with 25 high school students enrolled in an Advanced 
Placement government class, student conflict mediators, and school faculty., This 
discussion will also be broadcast live into classrooms nationwide by Channell, a 
classroom cable network. The students in the A.P.' Goyernment class have been 
discussing the incident in Littleton, CO, and have specifically focused on: 1) whether this 
kind of event could happen at their own school; 2) what role the federal government can 
play in preventing school violence; 3) how young people get access to weapons and 
explosives; and 4) why the parents and friends of the suspects were unable to detect a 
problem before the violent incident occurred. 

T.C. Williams High School, part of the Alexandria City Public School System, is a large, 
urban high school with approximately 1,800 students of numerous racial, ethnic, 
religious, cultural, and 'socio-economic backgrounds. The students at the school come 
from more than 84 countries in the world and speak more than 56 languages. Last June, 
following the Springfield, Oregon school shooting, Attorney G~eral Janet Reno and 
Secretary Richard Riley participated in a listening session on school safety with students 
at this high school. 

Alexandria City Public Schools have placed a high priority on school safety and security 
in their district. Every school is equipped with a team of professionals, including a 
registered nurse, school psychologist, social worker, and guidance counselor, and also has 



the support of a uniformed police officer serving as school resource officer. Four years 
ago, the Alexandria City Public Schools also established "zero tolerance" policies for 
weapons and drugs, which the school system credits for its subsequent decline in the 
number of incidents that could have resulted in suspensions. Dr. Herb Berg, 
Superintendent ofAlexandria City Public Schools, participated in a school safety event 
with you at the White House in March 1998, and discussed these steps the district is 
taking to ensure safe schools. 

The Alexandria City Public Schools also has a c~flict resolution/peer mediation" 
program, which provides special training for students starting in seventh grade. Students 
are trained to listen to both sides of an issue and help guide their fellow stud<:?nts toward 
peaceful resolutions of their conflicts. The peer mediators that will participate in today's 
discussion currently participate in this volunteer program, and mediate the conflicts of 
other T.C. Williams students. 

III. PARTICIPANTS 

Briefing Participants; 

Bruce Reed 

Doug Sosnik 

Loretta Ucelli 

Kris Balderston 

Lowell Weiss 


Event Participants; 

John Porter, Principal, T.C. Williams High School 

Ellen Harmon, Teacher, T.e. Williams High School 

Barbara Finney, Crisis Coordinator, T.C. Williams High School 

25 High School Seniors enrolled in an A.P. Governrnent Class 

4 Peer MediatorslHigh School Seniors and Juniors 


IV. PRESS PLAN 

Pool Press. This discussion will also be broadcast live into classrooms nationwide by 
Channell, ~ classroom cable network which reaches 8 million middle and senior high 
school students and 500,000 educators. 

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

- You will enter the Media Center, accompanied by John Porter, the principal ofT.C. 

Williams High School, and will take your seat with the discussion participants. 

- John Porter will make a brief statement and introduce you. 

-You will make remarks and open a discussion with the students and faculty. 

-Y ou will close the discussion and depart the Media Center. 

-You will proceed to the Auditorium, greet overflow students, and depart. 




VI. REMARKS 

To be provided by speechwriting. 

VII. ATTACHMENT 

-Administration Record on Promoting School Safety. 



PROMOTING SCHOOL SAFETY, PREVENTING YOUTH VIOLENCE 


AND ENCOURAGING LEARNING 

--The Clinton Administration Record-­

MAKING OUR SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES SAFER AND DRUG-FREE 

The White House Conference on School Safety. In October 1998, the President held the first ever White. 
House Conference on School Safety to convene experts, parents, principals, students, law enforcement, and 
local leaders from communities that experienced school shootings to discuss broad issues of school safety and 
youth violence and share the wealth of information we have on these issues. The Conference provided an 
opportunity for Americans to learn more about how they can make their own schools and communities safer:. 
Over 600 satellite sites across the country were able ,to participate in the Conference. 

A New Federal Response for ViQlent Deaths in Schools. President Clinton has proposed a $12 million 
School Emergency Response to Violence -- or Project SERV -- in his FY 2000 budget to help schools and 
local communities respond to school-related violent deaths, such as those that occurred last year in Jonesboro, 
Arkansas; Paducah, Kentucky; Pearl, Mississippi; and Springfield, Oregon. Developed with input from local 
officials and educators in these and other communities, Project SERV will enable the federal government to 
assist local communities in much the same way FEMA assists in response to natural disasters. 

Targeted Resources for Schools with Serious Crime Problems. To help give schools with serious crime 
problems the tools they need to put the security of our children first, the President announced a new $65 
million initiative to hire up to 2,000 community police and School Resource Officers to work in schools -- and 
to train police, educators and other members of the community to help recognize the early warning signs of 
violence. 

Reforms to Help Make All Schools Safe. Disciplined and Drug-Free. At the White House Conference on 
School Safety, President Clinton announced the outline of his plan for a significant overhaul of the nearly 
$600 million Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Communities Program. Under the President's proposal, schools 

. will be required to adopt rigorous, comprehensive school safety plans that include: tough, but fair, discipline 
policies; safe passage to and from schools; effective drug and violence policies and programs; annual school 
safety and drug use report cards; links to after school programs; efforts to involve parents; and crisis 
management plans. 

A Community-Wide Response to School Safety and Youth Violence. To help communities throughout the 
cO,untry promote a coordinated, comprehensive response to school safety, the President launched a new Safe 
Schools -Healthy Students initiative designed to help 50 cities develop and implement community-wide school 
safety plans. Earlier this month, the Departments of Justice, Education, and Health and Human Services 
announced that they will provide over $180 million this year, and a total of $380 million over three years 
through the Initiative for communities to fund comprehensive school safety plans that include anti-truancy 
initiatives, mentoring, mental health services, conflict resolution programs, school resource officers, and more 
-- helping to prevent youth violence before it occurs. Communities will have until June 1, 1999 to apply for 
the funds .. 

Forging School-Based Partnerships Between Schools and Law Enforcement. Under the new 
School-Based Partnerships grant program, the Clinton Administration released $16.4 million in grants to 155 
law enforcement agencies in September. The School-Based Partnerships grants will be used by policing 
agencies to work with schools and community-based organizations to address crime at and around schools. 
This initiative emphasizes using principles ofcommunity policing and problem-solving methods to address the 
causes of school-related crime. The grants will help forge or strengthen partnerships between local law 
enforcement and schools to focus on school crime, drug use and discipline problems. 



Helping Teachers and Principals Respond to the Early WarninlI SilIns of Troubled Youth. President 
Clinton directed the Secretary of Education and the Attorney General to develop a guide to help teachers and 
principals identify and respond to the early warning signs of troubled youth that can lead to school violence. 
In August 1998, the Departments of Justice and Education released Early Warning. Timely Response: A Guide 
to Safe Schools. This guide provides schools and communities with information on how to identify the early 
warning signs and take action steps to prevent and respond to school violence. Every school in the nation 
received a copy of the guide, and additional copies can be obtained through the Department of Education 
website. 

00lng the First Annual Report on School Safety. In December 1997, President Clinton called for an 
Annual Report on School Safety, which was released on October 15, 1998 and sent to every school in the 
nation. The report includes: an analysis of all existing national school crime data and an overview of state and 
local crime rr.!porting; examples of schools and strategies that are successfully reducing school violence, drug 
use and class disruption; actions that parents can take locally to combat school crime; and resources available 
to schools and communities to help create safe, disciplined and drug-free schools. 

Enforcing Zero Tolerance for Guns and Other Weapons in Schools. In October 1994, President Clinton 
signed into law the Gun-Free Schools Act, requiring states to have in effect a law requiring local education 
agencies (LEAs) to expel students who bring guns to school. The President issued a Presidential Directive 
later that month to enforce "zero tolerance" for guns in schools, a policy requiring the expulsion of students 
who bring guns to schools. In school year 1996-97, the U.S. Department of Education estimates that, under 
zero tolerance policies, 6,093 students were expelled from public schools for bringing a firearm to school. 

SupportinlI Civic. Community and Faith-Based OrlIanizations. Recognizing the important role that civic, 
community and faith-based organizations can play in reducing crime, the Administration launched a new 
Values-Based Violence Prevention Initiative to make $2.2 million in grants available to 16 community-based 
collaboratives, including religiously-affiliated organizations, that target youth violence, gangs, truancy, and 
other juvenile problems by promoting common-sense values and responsibility. 

ProvidinlI Safe After-School Opportunities for More Than a Million Children a Year. Last year (FY98), 
the 21 st Century Community Learning Centers program was expanded to $200 million. This funding is 

, already supporting hundreds of programs in rural and urban schools in 44 states and the District of Columbia 
that provide school-based after-school programs, including on weekends and during the summer. This year, 
the President proposed to triple this initiative -- to $600 million -- to provide safe and educational after-school 
opportunities for up to 1.1 million school-age children in communities across the country. In addition, the 
Education Department released a report in June 1998, titled Safe and Smart: Making the After-School Hours 
Workfor Kid. This report shows that after-school programs can lower juvenile crime and improve academic 
performance. Safe and Smart was sent to every school district in the country. 

Cracking Down on Truancy. Truancy prevention initiatives have been shown to keep more children in 
school and dramatically reduce daytime crime. The Education Department issued a guidebook to the 15,000 
school districts nationwide which outlines the central characteristics of a comprehensive truancy prevention 
policy and highlights model initiatives in cities an'd towns across the country. Since then, the Education 
Department has provided grants to local school districts to develop innovative truancy prevention programs of 
the kind described in the guidebook. 

Encouraging Schools to Adopt School Uniform Policies. School uniforms have been found to be a 
promising strategy to reduce violence while promoting discipline and respect in school. Because of this, the 
Clinton Administration has encouraged schools to consider adopting school uniform policies by sharing with 
every school district a school uniforms manual prepared by the Department of Education in consultation with 
local communities and the Department of Justice. Since the President highlighted school uniforms, a growing 
number of schools have adopted these policies including: New York City, Dade County, San Antonio, 
Houston, Chicago and Boston. . 
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Supporting Curfews at the Local Level; CommunitY curfews are 'designed tb'heJp'keep childreh out of, 
harm's way and enhance community safety. Because of their success, President Clinton has encouraged 
communities to adopt curfew polici¢~: .:A... i997. suivey by the U,.S, Go.nference, of Mayors: has' sh~wn that 2:76 
of 347 cities surveyed -- or 80 perc¢nt -- had youth curfew'laws, up from '70 percent'in 1995. . 

1 ••• • ~ 

Developed a Comprehensive Anti-Gang and Youth Violence Strategy. Presid9nt Clinton has ~ropo~ed a 
cOl11prehensivestrategy to (I) target gangs and violent youths with tougher punishments and by expanding 
antf-gang task for~,es and the use of racketeering statutes (i.e., RICO) for gang-rela~ed. offenses; (2) cr~ck 
down on kids and,guns by prohibiting violent juveniles from buying guns and increasing penalties for selling 
handguns to youths; and (3) keep kids off the streets and out oftrouble by expanding after-scllool programs 
,and promoting anti-truancy initiatives and youth curfews. I 
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Keeping Guns Out of the Hands of Children. Anumber of"la~s'~~d initiative~ 'are keeping guns out,ofthe 
hands of children and away from criminals. For instance, since the' Brady' La:w's,enactm~nt, 250,000 felons, 
fugitives and stalkers have been denied handguns, and the 1994 Crime Biil'haimed 19 of the deadliest assault 
weapons and their copies -- keeping assault weapons off America's streets; The Youth Crime Gun" .' 
Interdiction Initiative (YCGII) is cracking down on the illegal gun marketsthai'supp\:y'firearms 't~ juve~iles 
and criminals in 37 target cities. The ATF has already traced more than 77,000 crime guns inthe YCGn cities, 
which has led to the investigation and arrest of hundreds of i lJegal gun traffickers supplying juveniles and . 
criminals. The Administration's FY 2000 budget proposal proposes adding ATF agents to new YCGn cities to 
assist in gun trafficking investigations. In addition to these programs, P.resident Clinton signed adirective to 
every federal agency, requiring child safety locking devices with ev~rY handgun issued to federal law :, . 
enforcement officers. And, in an historic agreement, eight major gun manufacturers have voluntarily agreed 
to provide child safety locking deviceswith all their handguns, helping to protect our children. 

Encouraging Conflict Resolution. The Departments of Education and Justice have developed and 
distributed 40,000 conflict resolution guides to schools and community organizations, providing guidance on 
how to develop effective conflict resolution programs; Education and Justice are training community officials 
and educators on these conflict resolution measures. . 

Targeting Young People with a National Anti-Drllg Media Campaign. In July 1998, President Clinton 
launched the national expansion of the Anti-Drug Media Campaign first proposed in last year's drug strategy 
and budget. The 5-year, $2 billion campaign is designed to let teens know -- when they turn on the television, 
listen to the radio, or surf the 'Net -- that drugs are dangerous, wrong and can kill you. 

Building and Strengthening 14,000 Community Anti-Drug Coalitions. In 1997, President Clinton signed 
into law the bipartisan Drug-Free Communities Support Program. Over the next five years this program will 
provide $143.5 million to help community coalitions rid their streets ofdrugs -- the coalitions are made up of 
young people, parents, media, law enforcement, religious and other civic organizations and school officials. 
Under this program, the President recently announced new Federal assistance to enhance grassroots efforts in 
93 communities in 46 states to prevent youth drug abuse. This assistance will fund the work of broad-based 
community coalitions to target young people's use of drugs, alcohol and tobacco. 



,. C;l +-41 (;4 
~~~ 
" 



.. 
'. 

I wanted to make sure you saw this report. When the President is in Springfield tomorrow, I 
think he should dffer to convene a meeting at the White House with the Department ofJustice, 
Education, HHS, FEMA, the communities affected, schools, law enforcement, elected officials 
and others to begin to seek preventive solutio~s. I wouldn't elevate this to a Task Force- but the 
Departments of Justice and Education could do one as a result ofthis meeting. 

I think this shows a willingness on our part to help build on the contacts these small communities 
have already tried to make. 

I am sure the Mayor will raise this with the President as he did on the call we had yesterday. Let's 
be proactive. 

~. 
June 12, 1998 
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DRAFT 

UNITED FRONT AGENDA 

FOR THE PREVENTION OF YOUTH CRIME AND SCHOOL VIOLENCE 


JJ)NE 1998 


Tn the wake of the recerit shootings at Springfield's Thurston High School on May 21 S!, 1998, the 
United Front delegation, comprised of the City of Springfield, Oregon, the Springfield School 
District, the City of Eugene, Oregon and Lane County, Oregon, has formulated the following 
Action Plan for the Prevention of Youth Crime and School Violence. A comprehensive plan 
which includes flexibility for local jurisdictions il1 educating youth about gun use, expressing 
emotions and combating youth violence is critical in our efforts to prevent another incident like ­
the one we experIenced in May. 

nie Action Plan addresses a number of issues and areas for federal, state and local involvement 
in this area. The document, which is a work in progress, outlines a variety of strategies that will 
be helpful to the Springfield-Eugene-Lane County communities and others around the nation il1 
addressing program and resource needs. This is a prel iminary agenda of programs to address 
juvenile crime and prevention issues. -Increased investment in prevention and intervention 
programs is critical- if we are to stop the violence, assist troubled youth and protect the citizens of 
our communities. 

Convene a National Conference on Violence in Schools - As with the recent meeting of 
communities affcctcd by school violence in Mcmphis, we request consideration of a National 
Confercnce on Violence in Schools to bc coordinated by an indcpendent sponsor with the 
participation of the Clinton Administration, and federal, state aild local leaders to share 
information on succcssful programs for identifying and dealing with troubled youth and 
prevcnting crime and violence in our schools and our communities at large. Thc Conference will 
place a national spotlight on this critical issue and address key issues and prOgrams which can be 
adapted in communities across the Uni'ted States, possibly before the 1998-99 school year begins. 
Weproposc that the conferencc be held in the Springfield-Eugcnc-Lane County community 

Amendments to S. "10/H.R. 3 - The Violent and Rcpcat .ltiveni120ffcnder Act of 1997 which 
passed the House of Reprcsentatives la:st year and is currently pending action in the Senate, 
/(JClIses on detention of youth offcnders. The United Front seeks to modify the legislation by 
including a packagc of amcndments that would pcrmit more funding to be uscd for intcrvention 
and prevcntion programs. The ultimatd goal is to stop youth violence from occurring BEFORE it 
happens, rathcr than reacting to incidents on a piecemeal, lock-em-up basis. 111 addition, it is 
critical that programs be funded sufficiently to address thc problems faced in each community. 
Low levels of funding for progi'ams \Viii not allow them to adequately address the problems they 
seek to-correct. 



,Oregon has already acted to prosecute some juvenile offenders in 'adull COllrl and has therefore 
acted consistently with the intent of-So IO/B.R, 3. It is vitally importantthat any legislation 
enacted be nexible enough 10 allO\v OregO!; to qualify for funding equal to other states Ihat have 
not progressed to the same exlent as:Oregon The legislation should also allow local officials to 
determine the most appropriate programs to address the most,promil1ent issues in their 
communities, 

, Disaster Relief for Communities Experiencing Shootings in Schools - Similar to the programs 
of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) which reacts in time's of natural 
disasters by providing emergency disaster relief, the Cities of Sp;'ii~gf;eld and Eugel1e, the 
Springfield School District and Lane County propose a fund which would be established by the 
President within the Department of EducatiO!l, to provide entergency funding to address issues 
resulting from such incidents as the one experienced in Springfield. This School Emergency 
Relief Fund would provide funding for immediate concerns such as counselors to help cope with 
the situatic)J1, police officer support, liospilal emergency treatment funds and related issues, A 
federal relief program would go a lon'g way to assisting communities such as Springfield that 
may be unable to provide such funding, 

The Ci'ty and School District are curr~ntly setting up an assistance center to provide a place 
where victims of the shooting can go to access funds t.hat have been donated lothem. A group of 
community volunteers is actively involved in making decisions regarding the use of the donated 
funds. The Springfield .School DistriCt is currently staffing this assistance center, but will not be 
able to do so for much longer. An additional $200,000 in federal funding.from a disaster relief 
program would further these efforts and keep them going, for a long enough period oftin1c to 
assistthe victims, 

Counselors in Schools Progralll - DC'velop a national program, sir11ilar to President Clintoi1's 
Community Oriented Police (COPS) program which would provide funding for Counselors in 
Schools, Currenily ill the Springfield and Eugene school systems, the ~1ul11ber ofcounselors 
avai labl<;rclative to thc numher of students is inadequate, \Viththe, current situation, it is 
impossible to foresee problems which may develop or to recognize youth who may need eXira 
help or support. A Counselors in Schqols program v,;ould provide more hclp ill schools so that 
we would be able to identify troubled youth before they act out and providelhcin with support or 
assistance 10 help them c()pe with theirangcr, rage, and other emotional issues or address drug 
and gang issues before they reach a violent peak. 

In the short term, the Springfield School District has idcntified a need for additional counseling 
and Intervention for the next three years at a cost of $430,000. This counseling suppol1 would 
assist 'students, 'statf and parents impacted by the traumatic event at Thurs'ton High School 

Looking beyond the immediate needs a't Thurston High School, the longtange plan involves a 
nationwide program of Counselors in S~hools to provide support and assistance to the ti'oubled 
and at risk youth t'nund l'll1lost communities. including youth who are homeless, runaways, 
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chronic truants, dropouts, expelled, on parole or probation. Counselors would provide 
counseling support and transition sci'vices to assist these youth in successfully transitioning into 
full time regular or altcrnati\lc educational programs or the work force. 

Pn,vide Additional Funding to Current Programs at the Office of .Juvenile .Justice and' 
Delinquency Programs - There are already several programs within the Justice Department's 
Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Programs (OllDP) which are funded at low levels or 
unfunded, tbat could be used to address some of the critical isslles in intervening and preventing 
youth violence in schools. Some of the programs that could provide benefits include: the 
Conflict Resolution Program, the COimnunity Prevention Grants program, the School 
Resource Officers Program, School Safety Ceilters program, Mentoring Programs and others. 

Provide Additional Funding for Department of Education and Department of Health and 
Human Services Programs - I n addition to the OJ.lDP at the Department of Justice, there are 
se\leraJ programs \vithin the J)epartl11~nt of Education 3n'd the Department of Health and J-luman 
Services that address the prevention and early inteniention isslles of young people. Programs 
such as Head Start could be expanded so that instructors would be on the look out for and be able 
to divert antisocial children from a path leading to adjustment probIelilS. The Family 
Preservation Funds program within the Administration for Children and Families would also 
address child protective services alld focus on community safety net effOlis. By addressing .the 
issues at the earliest possible stage, more serious issues and problems can be avoided: Another 
imp0l1ant program at the Department of Education which could be used to address some of the 
issues r~ised here is the Safe and Drug Free Schools Program. 

P,-om.otc Gun Safety - Promote programs to encourage gUll safety and to educate youth on the 
usc of guns. 

The local jurisdictions.in the cities of ~pringfield, Eugene and Lane County have been working 
together for a number of years with our state and federal partners to develop programs of local 
benefit. Some of these programs would be beneficial in addressing the iss'ues outlined here. They 
include: 

.Juvcnil.c .Justice Ccntc,-/Youth Caml'Hls - Through a public/private partnership, Lane County i~ 
dcveloping a youth campus to scrvc.lllvcnile offenders. Capital construction and site acquisition 
is financed through a $39 million general obligation bond measure approved by the voters of Lane 
County in May 1995. The campus wi 1\ provide a mix of secure Ci..lstody and residential treatment 
programs that wi II allo\\' Lane C OUl1ty juvcll i Ics who are in t rouble to remain in t heir own 
community. Local and state f:Kilities are overllowing and dangerous youths arc being released 
without treatment. 

Tile campus will be deVeloped adjacent to and around the current Ski pworth Detention Cenler and 
the County Department of Youth Servie~s offices. Groulldhrcaking activities began October 16, . , 
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1997. 

National Gua,-d - A critical element in the'development of the Youth Campus is the eXisting sil.t 
of the National Guard Armory, It currently ~tands in thc middle,of the property being devclo[X:d 
for the Juvenile Justice Ccnter. The County has been working with the National Guard for sevl:Tal 
years to resite their facility and Ihe Guard has been receptive. In thc FY 1997 Military 
Constructioil Appropriations legislation, $J .14 million was included for design work on the new 
National Guard facility, Since that timc, there have been a series of delays at the National Guard 
in acquiring and developll1g a sitc. We' arc currently requcsting that thc National Guard make this 
a top priority and that funding bc pro\lided to construct the nc\v National Guard facility. 

The Community Youlh Learning Center - Thc establishment of Con1munity Youth Learnin'g 
Ccnters (CYLC) to provide effective services to enable troubled and unsupervised youth to 

receive critical assessment and couJ)seling serviccs is essential in preventing and reducing youth 
crime and violence, The Communit)' Youth Lcarning Centers is a program which combincs 
educational services with assessment,: counsel ing, transition support and community sen'ice 
activities. 

City, county and state agencies as \vell as the schoo)s, note that the troubled youth each serves 
have a common set of characteristics, :hut the services provided do Jiot necessari Iy niecl the 111;)st 
critical needs for prevention, By centralizing and coordinating services, the multi-dimensional 
CYLC program addresses some of the critical needs of troubled youth who are: 

.. Transitioning from, rcsidential :placemcnt or on parole or probation; 

.. Expelled from school; 

.. Homcless; 

.. Dropouts or truants and are at risk for becoming involved injuvcnile crime, drugs or 
scrious problems, 

The Community Youth Learning Centers \\:ould work to successfully transitIOn youth to full lime 
educational prograJilS or tile work forcc. The Center's mission to help reduce delinquency, youth 

violence LInd poverty would be addressed by offering well-supervisecj activities and sei'vices 
including: 

.. 	 Comprehensive assessment for mental hC<llth, drug and alcohol and other identified risk 
rac~ors, l'olh1\ved by thc development of an individual plat, to addrcss thcir needs: 
Counsel ing targeting the specific needs and risk factors of each youth based 011 their 
assessment and individual plan; 
Socl<ll skill development through anger management, responsible decision making and 
other related classes; 

.. 	 Flexihle acndemic programs to help students develop c::ffective study skills and to carn 
credit ill order to return successfully to full time educational prograrils; 
Cll11llltll1ily s~'rvicc a~ti\'ities to dcvelop a sense of commitment and belonging to the' 
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community; 

Counseling for transitioning students into full time educational programs or the work 

force, 


I 
 TI)is proposal would establish Community Youth Learning Centers to providc critical c(;)Unsel ing 


I 

services to troubled youth who are at risk of delinquency, violence or other criminal activity. 

Each center would provide critical counseling and assessment services to troubl<id youth by 

offering: .<,. 


I 

Comprehensive assessnient for mental health, drug and alcohol and other risk factors; 

Individual and group,counseling addressing high risk behavioi's; 

Transition counseling for a period of time before and after students move from the Center 
to full timc regular or alternati \Ie educational programs or the work force. 
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'~'THE WHITE' HOUSE 
'" 

.. , 

Office, of "the Press Secretary 

I 	 IFor Immediate' Release 	 May 7, 1999 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

UPON 'DEPARTURE 


The South Lawn' 

, 	 I" 

'C 

10:38 A.M~EDT 

, THE PRESIDENT:, ' Good morning ...' TQmorrow,I:' will be , 
visitlng some of the,'communities ,that were so terribly damag~d by the 
tornadoes this week. Our thoughts and prayers are' with, the people of 
Oklah,::>ma, Kansas and Texas, with the people of Terin~,ssee who 'also 
'endur'3d, terrible' storms and destruction. : ' 

Before I: leave', I'd like to, make comments on a couple of 
"other matters. First;'on ,the new econom.lcreport,issued today. W~ 

receiv'ed'more: good news for our working families . Unemployment is 
'4.3 p'3rcent, with 23'4',000 new jobs 'added last'month alone. 

, • .:" r " 	 , 

'African'Ameri'can unemployment is at its lowestlevel,on 
record., ..And real wag~s, after declining 4.3 percent· in the 12 years 
befor;3 I,:took office,' have 'now risen over six percent in the last six 
years.,T'he American economy' continues to see ,a. remarkable' 

"combi::lation 'of strong, .growth , job creation and low inflation. Our 
econo:nicstrategy con'tinues to' be 'the" right strategy for' prosperity, 
and i·t is the one we should follow'as we' work to strengthen Social 
Security and Medicare' for the 21st ,century. ' 

" ' 	 . 

"It's wor:thremem.pering'that the move ,from e~onomic 
st.a.gn::l.tion to sustained prosperity is not' the only turnaround our 
natio::l has seen in, the last six years. We also see the crime rat'e 
falii:1g, "tJ:le welfare rolls falling, the teen pregnancy rate falling" 
drunk'diiying goingdbwn,' a host' of other social ills now easing, 
even ·though, 'for so long they seemed destined only' to worsen. 

" .. 

Th~' ~~e~ican people, i~' homes and "communities all' 'across 
this .::ountry,are working hard 'at the, grass-roots'level to turn around 
everyone of',these soq,ial problems,"and others, are do~ng their part. ' 

, ,That is' the 'kind of: "national commitment we need ',to protect our 
child:rerifrom violence. I' believe, more than anything else, we need 

)3. 'gra:3s-roots effort which' invol,ves every single American, from the 
• White House down to·the smallest community -- a national'campaign 

" 	 that I~raws out every<::me I scommitment i all our res9urces, and depends 
'upon layeryone tak~ng:' responsibilit'y., ' 
. , , 	 .. ~ ". 

'" 'on.Monday,as 'you know, 'we'll'have ,a White House':'meeting 
here, 'a strateg'y s~S:sion to seek put the best ideas for· this effort, 

:-' from people who can really make ,a difference -.;.. par:ents and young 
,peopl,a, teachers' ·and :;:eligious ' leaders, ,law enforcement, gun " ' 
mam,lf,:l.ctllrers, representatives of the entertainmentind'ustry, arid 
those of us herein :government . Together:, we will' t,alk about how we 
can s::lieldchildren .from, gratuitOllS violence, keep parents involved 
in th'3ir children' ~ '1'ives" reach out to 'troubled, young people early 
enoug:l, and do more ito keep guns out of· their reach.' " 

,! ." r . 	 . 

'We will not ask who takes 'the blame~' but how we can all 
. take. :responsibility; and I will challenge everyone there and everyone

'" 
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in Am.~rica to do their part. We ktlowthis kind of sustained, 
organized effort can work. Let me just give you one example. Four 
years' ago, I asked for a national campaign to reduce teen pregnancy. 
Today, under the leadership of Governor Tom Kean, former Governor of 
New JI~rsey, and now the President of Drew University -- that campaign 
is fi::1ding what works, spreading it to other communities, working 
with t.he media to send, the right message to our children. 

, Two years ago, I called for a.national effort by 

businl~sses to hire ,people off welfare, to make sure the welfare 

refor:.n effort would work. Today, under the leadership of Eli Segal 

the WI~lfare to Work partnership has grown to 10,000, companies that 


,have :1elped us move more than 400,000 people from the welfare rolls 

to th,~ job rolls.' , . 


Time and again, ,we have seen when citizens, businesses, 
commu:1ities, nonprofits and government take responsipility to work 
toget:1er, we c~n overcome any challenge. We are turning the tide on 
all kinds of social' problems. NOW, we 'must turn our intense efforts 
to this 'issue of violence. We have rema:::-kable Americans who have 

,been '!lorking on it for sometime now, with real success in community 
, after communi:ty; you will hear from them on Monday. But, obviously, 
, in', thl~ aftermath of what happened, in Colorado and the school 
,shootings of the last two years, we have to do more. I'm very much 
100ki::1g forward to this meeting and to getting to work with Americans 
all· o'ier our country,to give, our children the safe childhoods they 
des_rle. ' 

Thank you very much. 

Q Mr. President, will you accept ,a, military pay raise 
as,part of the emergency supplemental, the Kosovo emergency, 
suppll~mental bill?" ' , 

THE, PRESIDENT: Well, as you know, we're supporting a 
mil i t.:try pay, raise, and I don't think there' sany difference in when 
the C·:mgress and I think it should take 'effect. So there may be some 
-- I :!1.aveto get briefed on this -- you know,' I've been gone to 
Europ,e, ,but my understanding is, the only difference in the two bills 
is at what point they fund,it and whether they take it out from under 
the c.ail'ings' of 'next year' sbudget; not when the mil i tai:-yactually
getsiti' , ' 

"Sol thirik,we're a:ll'~-,my view is" at least when'I left 
to go ,t,o Europe I. we were all for the same pay :raise going into effect 
'atth,e :same time. 'And I understand why Congress wants to advance 
.fund i:t and I'd like to see the bill loaded up with as little 
extra;1eousspending. as possible. But we are ,going to give a military 
pay r;:tise"we're all committed to it, and we just have to work out 
what 'the best way to do i tis. ' ' 

. , " .. '. . 

Q 
, 

Mr ~'President, 
' 

'do you insist' that ,the American 

COlllma::1der , of NATO be in charge of whatever forces wind up as 

peace:<eepers in ~os9~0? " 


THE 'PRES,IDENT: Well, I think the best thing for me to' 
say n'J,W is 'what -- I think it will work best if we have a system l;.ike 
.we had in Bosnia where there was U.N. approval and NATO was a the 
core,,::>f the force, but, there was Russian participation, there was 
'Ukrai:1ian participation, there was participation from ,a lot of other 
count.ries, 'and the command issues were worked out by and la:t;:'ge in 
three different segments of the country where primary responsibility 

, was t,:tken in one section by the united states working with Russia, in 
anoth.~r by Britain and another' by France. There may be' some other 
way.t.::> do it in' Kosovo; I don I t want to" prejudge, all the details. 

The important thing --'I don't want neither to'add nor 
subtr,:tct from the basic conditions that we have' said we believe are 
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neces:;ary t,o make this, work. That is, the refugees go home to safety 
andaoltonomy, Serb forces out and an international security force in,o 
with )-:[ATO at the core. Anything I say' today, while we I re working 
hard °co try to push this and to try to gain more converts and get 
more :;:>eople involved in this, would be, I think, a mistake, except to 
say I think that what we did in Bosnia was functional. 

But I think i.t's important for the united states and for 
our allies neither to add nor subtract from the basic conditions that 
we h~Je said all along are absolutely~ssential to make this work. 

o'Q Mr. President, do all the Serb forces have to come 
out, or is that ~egotiable? 

END 10:46 A.M. EDT 
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': " THE PRESIDENT'S DOMESTIC POLICY ADVISOR BRUCE REE'D 

" " The,Bri~fingRoom 

12:18 P.M. EJ?T 


" MR. REED: Good afternoon·. Okay, let me j.ust tell you 
briefly, I!m Bruce Reec:ll the President's Domestic Policy Advisor~ , 
Let ll'l,a tell youbri'efly'about what we have planned for Monday; and 
we've got· a ,couple of 'handouts that they'll' get to you at ,the' end of 
the briefing about who is coming and, about our parallel efforts on 
,this 'that, we've done in the past. " 

, ., ',,' As the President said this Inorning , we'll be having a 
,"brain;;tormi'ng session, on Monday tolay the groundwork for 'a n'ational 

, ,campaign to reduce youthviolence'similar to what we have done in the 
past in creating a national campaign to reduce teen, pregnancy and in 

,launc::ling ',a Welfare to Work partnersh:i,pto encourage businesses to 
hire peopl~ off ofwe~f~re. ' , 

, There' wil~, be a 'b~oad represent'ation. oi, a number' 'of 
relev,:mt players oli Monday. 'It will be 'about 50 people from outside 
the administration, includ1ng leaders from the entertainment 
indus'try , , representatives' of gun owners and the gun industry, 

,'religious leaders, parent:s, young people, ,experts in, the, field of 
youth yiolence, and they'll meet for about two and a half hours to 
talk ,3,bout ideas for :this qampaign." " 

And ,then out ,of it, we will' forn a'nonprofit : 

organization along th,e lines '·ofthetwo I mentioned', the teen 


. pregn,3,ncy 'campaign and the Welfare to Work partnership that will work 
inth<a, weeks and months 'to, come to identify wha,t works in reducing 
youth violence, help ito spread what's working in one community to 
other communities and do, research to eva'luate that success, and work 
with 'the, media and cithers'to make sure they're sending the right, 
signals about youth violence. ' ' . , 

• .'. I" • 

", t 
;.< j ~ 

, ' Q . ,Up :until now, Just about everybody ,who was involved 
with this, has sort of been poi~ting firisers at theo,ther -- gun 
manuf:3,cturers as parents', responsibility ,turn,s blame, on Hollywood· 
,and C:) rom manufacturers for putting out these gory video games, ,they 
in turn'say it's ,the:.fault of parents. Do you have any specific . 
specifications.fromeither gun manufacturers o~ Hollywood, or people' 
who produce these, videO' games? " '", ' 

" 

,MR. RE;ED:' ,We', II, have to ,see. But certainly, the reason 
,we're having this ~ession,is because we think it's,time for all 
sectors ot~ocie~~ to ste~ up to the plate and take responsibility. 


,We're not interested'in: pointing fingers; 'we want to find solutions 

, 'and w,e,think' that ,there' is a lot that'each of the groups I mentioned 

, can d,:> to take more'responsibility. 

, '. " , .' I ,',' . 

Q 'Mr. Reed" speaking of stepping up to "the plate, 
Diego ,Tintore~o is a citiien of Miami: , He ran onto the field of the 
Baltfnore Orioles/Cuba game ,carrying ,a sign.: "Human rights for. 
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Cuba. II , For this, ,he was chased, repeatedly slugged al).d boqy slammed 
by a much larger man, a Cuban umpire named Cesar Valdez, who was not 
arres'ted for this assault, and battery by the Baltimore police who did 
arrest'Tintorero for trespassing. ' 

, And my question is, as you are the President's ,Domestic 
Advis,::>r I do you regard this as equal justice under law, and do you 
agree with Orioles owner Angelos that we didn't want defections in 
Baltimore, whi'ch was once identified as part of the land of the free 
and home of the brave? 

MR. REED: Well, first, I'm an enormous baseball fan, 
but I'm a Pirates fan, not an Orioles fan. And second, I think that 
for p'J.rposes of this briefing, I will regard' that as a foreign policy 
question, not a domestic one. 

Q It took place in Baltimore. 'It's domestic, Mr. 

Reed. Do you want to just evade the' question? 


MR. REED: Yes. 

Q You do? (Laughter.) 

Q 'Mr. Reed, any specific things you're looking for 

from 'the media participants, like any specific programs they're 

advan,:::ing?, I· understand that there m,ight be a PSA. 


MR. REED: That's a possibility~ we'll, see. 'I think 
that,3.s the President has said before and as the Vice President said 
last :night on Larry King and the First Lady has said in the past, the 
entertainment industry has enormous ability t9 send the right message 
or th'3 wrong one, and I think we .were all impressed by an op-ed piece 
that :ran in The New York Times yesterday by Gary Ross, the, Director 
of PI'3asantville, and some other movies in which he committed to from 
this d.ay forwal:"d,' making sure that every time he wrote or made a 
movie, that he was going to consider the long-term consequences of 
it. 'We"d like to see that kind of commitment from others in the 
indus·try, ,a·nd there' are undoubtedly, a. number of things that they can 
do on the positive side to spread antiviolence messages. 

,Q: What segments of th~ entertainment industry? Will 
there be someone from the movies? Will there be someone from video 
games'? , : 

MR. REED: Well, shortly, you'll receive a list that is 
not the whole list of :,everyone ,who is coming, but the main ones that 
have', confirmed so ,far. Every sector of the entertainment industry 
will be. well represented. Jack Valenti will be there representing 
the M,::>tion Picture Association, Hilary Rosen will, be t,here ~ she's 
head .::>f the Recording Industry Ar.tists Association. Eddie Fritts, 
Presid.ent· of the Nationai Ass6cia'tion of Broadcasters, Decker 
Anstr.::>m, Pres,ident of the' National Cable Television Association. 
Doug Lowenstein, who is President of the Interactive Digital 'Software 
Association,' which. is the leading video game group. Steve Case, CEO 
of Am'3rica On Line. So all sectors of the industry wi,11 be there. 

Q ,What was the decision to exclude elected officials 
,from ·this? 

·MR. REED: We have not excluded elected officials. As 
far as members' of ,Congress go, we asked the congressional leaders in 
both 'oarties iri both Houses to designate a representative and I don't 
have :i:hose names to release yet. We probably should have those 
firmed up by the endo~ the day. 

Q I understand that the press is not going to be 
allow·3d into' this meeting •. If that is true 'and not even a' pool, hOvl 
exactly is the messag,e from the meeting going to be gotten out? 
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.MR .. REED: . Well, I suspect that ,the President will' have 
, somet::ling, to say at. the beginning of the meeting, and that several 
peopl·:will speak after the meeting. , The meeting itself. we wanted to 
hayeas a workin~ session.. We wanted to have a ,candid discussion 
about" ideas for·this·campaign and it's more difficult to have that 

. kind ,:>f discussion' when it's live on C-SPAN. 

Q Willi' there be an NRA rep~esentative on this list 
we're going to be handed? Were they invited? 

" . 
"MR~' REED:,." This list does not include the 

repre,;entatives"of the; gun industry and 9un owners. There will be' 
repre:sentativesof.:the gun industry and gun owners and I hope that by, 
.the e:~d of today or tomorrow I can give out those names; but I don't' 
'have 'them yet. : "" 

J 
Q Has anybody refused to' come? Has anybody told you 

that they won't showup? 

MR. REED:, As you would expect, given that we announced 
this last week and we're having it on Monday, some 'people have 
sched·'.lling cO,nflict,s, and won't be able to;make it. 

Q Like who? 

, MR. REED: Well; "Edgar Bronfman, for example, is he 
and his whole company are launching a new theme park in Orlando on 
Monday which they've been planning for several months, so but we ' 
have ;a. good list of folks, and -- . 

• I - • • 

. Q ' Di,d . you ask anybody I ike .":!e:t;'ry Levin .or any editor 
or any othe~: heads of. major entertainment? 

MR. REED:' Bronfman is head of a major entertainment 
and a:s I said, there' may very well be other names. I don't want' to 
'get i::'lto everybody'.s scheduling problems, but-~ 

Q' ", How' about the First Lady? will she be there, or· 
: will she be campaigning.in New York with Air Force One being paid for 
. byth.= taxpayers for her politicking, and: what do :you think of that 
as 	th,:: Domestic Adv'isbr? Shouldal.l the ,taxpayers have to be paying 
forH.~llary' ,scampaig;ning in New, York, Mr'. Reed? . 

,'. : '. ·.M~,."R~~D,::: ;es.T~e, F,irst Lady will be at the,meeting 
on MO:':1da:y , and 'on' that' subj ect",I . should . tell you that tomorrow here 

, at th,=White House, 'the ,'First Lady will b~ ·l).aving an event, a 
"" Mother's Day eventwi1:.h victims of gun violence. Representative 

Karen Mccarthywil1 'be here "as' we'll as one;'of the parents of one of 
" the· slain students in,":"';'. \. " " 

. ..... 	 .' . 

."Q ..... What 'about 'the business of paying for the m<;mey? 
.' , 	What ,about the money that' s being paid for Air Force. One? Do you. 


belie'iiethat Is' right" .'Mr.' Reed,' as the Domestic Advisor, or not? 

Could 'you tell us? ',',." . 


Q, Has ':~she already been.invited 'to participate 

. Q YOujl.lstg'oing to ignore that question too, Mr • 
'Reed? 

MR. REED: Yes; I'm going t:o evade that one, too. 

Q You're'goirig,to evade'that one, too, oh,:Mr. Reed. 

MR. REED: Yes. 
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Q What about the NRA? Last time I checked,' you had 
not i::1vited the,m, but you invited American Shooters -­

MR. REED: As I said 

Q -- groups that -- American Shooters, I think is the 
name ,::>f one. I'm notsur~' of the other, but I think there are gun 
lobbyists I never heard of. I mean, obviously NRA is the big player 
in to'N'n; why not invite them? 

MR. REED: AsI said, ·the gun industry and gun owners 
will :oe well represented and y,ou'll see when, I put out, the names 
I'm j·.lst not putting out the names, yet because I want to confirm with 
them 'that they're actually going to be here. ' 

Q Well,then qan you say whether he invited the NRA? 

MR. REED: ,The --, you'll see when I put out the 1 ist 
that 'N'e have people with -­

Q You'd like to evade this, too? 

MR. REED: No. 

Q Bruce, have you invited them? 'Yes or no, please? 

QYes or no? Are you considering it? 

MR. REED: As I'said, we will have people there'with 
ti,es t:o the NRA. 

Q, Charlton Heston's going to be there. 

Q Does he have a letter? 

MR. REED:' I didn't say that. 

Q You, didn't say that? 

MR. ' REED: ,Sorry. 
. .' . 

Q Who ,will be there ,from the NRA? 

MR. REED:' 'I"ll tell yotlwhen I put ou~ the names. 
~ ;' . 

Q ' ····BrUce, <whyshouldn 't we see this as another white 
House bul'l sessicina't a time' of crisis? I mean, what will make 

'somet::ling actually happen out of this,. other than people sitting 
around and chatting? " 

" , MR. 'REED : 'Well, first off, the whole purpose of this is 
to 'st::trt ,a' campcUg'noutside 'government to carry out ,practical 
solutions, to, as I"said, spread the word on what works. If you look 
at, th·a track' record: of both the campaign on teenp~egnancy, which 'has 
played an important ,role as teen pregnancy has dropped considerably 
in re·:ent, years, as well as the Welfare to Work partnership, which 
has h,alped move 400,'000 'people from w~lfare to work. 

We're not bringing people together to just talk about 
the,se issues; we' w~nt to put people to tV'ork' in solvingthem. 

Q It sounds like ~- Im~an, you say you want this to 
be ou'tside of government, it sounds like you've invited a bunch of 
lobbyists. Why haven't you invited, you know, celebrities or role 
model:; that would touch, teens instead of Jack Valenti, who I don't 
think has a lot of sway with teenage 'Aml:.1.r icar 
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'. MR. REED: Well, I think that we will have a lot' of both 
real :;:>eoplehere at this meeting and, people who knqw ,what they're 
talki::1g about,' people who have influenc~ in t.heir part:.iqular walks of 
life, and our goal is not just a one-day event~ this, is the beginning 

, of/ a long-term campaign., . 

QHowabout Tipper Gpre? W:j.ll ,she be there? 

MR. REED: She'll be there., yes. 
" ' 

Q 'And will she be, asked tO'resume her campaign, 

against violerit and filthy lyrics; ori~t~at ~till on hold? 


, MR~' REED: ' Tipper' qorewas verys~ccessful in getting" 

the m"J.sic ,industry, -~ , 


.. ' 

, Q. It stopped.. Do you remember?', She 'stopped. Just 

sudde::1ly, ,she stopp"ed ~ , . 


, 

.MR.REED: She "did Jl0t stop. 
! 

Q Ohi :she's sti~l doing it? 
,j' 

MR. REED: There is now in, pIac~, ,thanks to the 
'leadership of Tipper Gore,,.. a ~rating .system for 'the reco'rding industry" 
that 'N'asn I t there before .she raised this issue. 

,QAt' a· Capitol Hill hearing this week, this 
sugge:;tion came up and I wanted to know what you thought of it. 
think it was Bennett -- Bill Bennett said that he 'thinks that 
Holly~ood, vid~o game~ and other mass media purveyors, t gues~, are 
trying to get kids hooked on~iolence the way cigarette companies 
they're marketing. violence to kids to get them hooked on violence the 
way cigarette companies marketed" to kids to, get them hooked on 
nicotine.' What do you think of that parallel or that, analogy?

,.' . 
, '. . 

MR. >REED,: Well,,: I think that there' is rein cause for 
cOt:lcern about, th~ leval of, vio'lence ~n movies and "video games' and 
other entertainment media, 'and it's' wellworthlooking\ at how those 
media are marketed.' I think that it's probably bes,t to look at this 
indus'cry I s strengths and weaknesses on its own and' not draw parallels 
to ot~erindustries.. ' . ' c 

I 'h 

Q I want' to' get, back to the question of access. You, 
'had'us :inside. the Ea~t Room all day forsch60~ safet~, for child 
care. , . 'f. mean,' the' 1 j,st goes on 'and on, , covering these ses,s ions wall' 
to wall ~- where a lot of" you" would argue, I'm ' sure, concrete . 

'.solut ions or seminars,' other programs I' other administration 
,'.~ , 

fniti,:ltives came ,out;" .why can,'t we be .inside' f,o:t;' this one? 

'MR; REED:. I suspect that you' 11 hear all about it, and 
that the stakeout afterwards will be relatively crowded. So I 
would:,:'l 't worry." too much a}:)out keeping se9rets.. It is sometimes easier 
to ru:n a meeting when the TV lightsaren 't6n~ 

" ' I ", . 

, Q 'Where 'did the idea to ,close ,the meeting come from? 
'In ,ot:ler 'words,. is that, the White' House' qr was that, a condition ,under 
which these people -­

, '" 

, . 


I ' . 'MR. REED: . Oh, no, no.;,', N~ one who is coming, kno:ws one 

way -or the other .on "that .. ' 


, . Q where you're going to have this meeting in 'the 

White House? 


.,', 

',' ­

MR. REE.D:, That 'was., our, decision . 

.,' 
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Q Where within the White House are you going to have 
this, :,nee,ting, and are you going to have, one big ,table with all these 
peopl,;around it or different discussior. groups?' How ar~ you going 
to or'~anize this two and a half hours? 

MR. REED: I believe it will 
> 

be in the East Room at a u­
,shaped table. 

Q Mr.Reed,is the shape of the table, an issue? 

MR. ~EED: Not as yet, thank you. 

Q Down the road, do you see this nonpro.fit 
organization getting into an, investigation of cause and,effect?' 
Becau:se I think Valenti, said on the Hill this week he wasn't too sure 
that ,'t.here was a connection between depictions of violence and the 
behavior of young people. 

MR. REED: Well, there may well be a call for fu'rther 
research in that area .', I'm 'not sure that this particular 
organization would lead that research. The Campaign on Teen 
Pregnaricy, for example, has done a lot of evaluating of existing 
studi,;s and tried to make it easier for states and communities to 
tell lilhat' s working and what i s not working without having to get a 
sociology degree to'wade,through all the stuff. So -- , , 

Q You stressed the nongovernmental aspects of this 
work ',Jp to now., Is the administration contemplating any legislative 
initi;:ltivesin the area of regulating the entertainment that's 
directed at young people? ' 

MR. REED: ,Because of the First Amendment, it's a very 
,diffi·::ultarea in which to regulate. 'We have been -- we were 
successful in enacting legislation on the V-chip and this year, half 

',the n·;wtelevisions sold in America will contc;tin the V-chip. We'd 
like ·t.o do a lot more 'work' to inform parents about the V-chip, make 

',sure that they know how it works and that they're taking advantage of 
,it. And there ,is, of course,in conjunction with that now a 
volun't.ary rating 'system which 'every network: except NBC takes part in. 

" ','" 'W,e f re happy to look" ,at' other legislative ideas'. We 
don't have any in,mind at the moment. The ,Communications Decency 

'Act" 'ilhich the 'President signed until ,law was struck down. 'So, it 
may b·; ,possible to enact ands)lstain some kind of legislation, but in 
"the, 'm.:antime, we '11 'want to challenge the industry to do its part. 

Q Do you bellevethat 

,Q-- ,report that ,called for a Surgeon .General's 
report. by Lieberman, and Valenti endorsEd that 'as 'well, and also, 
some:K:indof national' commission on violence? 

MR . ,REED : T saw both those ideas. I haven't had a 

chanc·; to talk ',to others,about them., 


'0" ,.06 you believe the Annapolis school that 
, ' , 

", Q ,Bill, Bennett, will he be a part of this? He 's long 
been ;3.n advocate for tougher program standards and 

, , 

MR. REED: He's not gciingt:o be there on J.1pnday. His 
.' 

wife actually has been, inv,olved, Ibeli.:we, in the teen pregnancy, 
campaign. , 

Q Was he invited? 

MR. REED: No. 

MORE 



I 

r 
! 
" 

,.-7 


.Q .' ' 

C, What's' the timetable for starting t~is 
nonpr,:>fit-- you talking weeks, months, ("hen are we going to' see 
somet::ling coming out of this" and who de you ·hav.e in mind? 

; '. 

MR. REED: . Well, we'll need to·select an executive 
direct.or and put together· a . board and that 'can take some·,time.'. So, 
can't give you a firm timetable. We'll do it as quickly as we can. 

. , ' 

, " . Q' A schbol in Annapolis expelle~'a nin~~ye~r-old for 
drawi::1g a picture of a' gun. Do you think that was wise?, And the 
other thing', having this beh;ind closed doors,';L ike' the· Hillary health' 
plan .'-- .that didn't leadto.. much. Why haven't you learned, and could 
you t.all. us how 'you feel about the Annapolis 'gun drawing ban? . . 

MR. REED:, I'm <not sure which' of those ~estions I want 
to ,ev;3.de, f·ii-st.· (Laughter.) 

Q You!d like to' evade both·of those·questions. Do 
,you w,3.nt to ~vade' both' of 'them? .. ' 

,MR., REED: Let, me' just say' a tyordabout. expulsions. 
'. Becau:;e of legislation the President signed in 1994,' we do have an 

expul::;.ion policy in pl,a,ce nationwide. Kids who bring guns to school 
. are,r,aquiredto be. expelled" however.' it. allows schools to make a 
waiver in'circumstahces where it's appropriate.' 

."Q, If ~t's a paper gun?' ·Youcanmake.a waiver if·it's 
a pap'ar g'un? 

, . MR. REED:' . Yes, if it's a six-year"':Old. who brought a gun 
and didn't know that he had a gun in his backpack. There's plenty'of 
hypot:.:1eticals you can come up with. 

, .., , 
Q' HOw.big of a budget.do you think this foundation 

shol.lldhave, and where is it going to'get the money? 
• I 

. .MR. REED:. '.Both· 'of these others . raised . money 
indep,andently, and my guess -- it would be best :to check with them ,to 

. know ,axactly what;· , the~r budget is' -..:. ,each of them. 
. '. . ' 

" . 
'Q' Beybnd th~ formation ~f thi~ nonprofit, is there 

.anything .else that yo~can·say will firmly come out of. the meeting? 
And s'acoridly, wh~t, ,if anything, do you know about these reports' 
'about some kind ofyiolentactivities at schools around the country 

on ~o::1d~~?', ' ' ': ..... ' .' " " . 
-;" :\ 

. MR. REED: On the.second part of it, I saw the story in 
The P,:>stthis ,morning, which talked. abqut rumors spreading on the 

'In'ter:net' -- I'm not' 'clear what .they were related to.,'· So, I don't 
have ;3.ny firsthand 'knowledge of ·those, and there may be other things 

.. 'to-emerge frQmMonday,we'lljust have to·see. . 
..", . . . ' , , 

. ,Q 'When 'the White House's'et up the Race 'Initiative, 
. you'" did not give a. ,seat at the table to, the Affirmative Action -- the 
peopl.a who oppose the, Affirmative .Action. ,That may have been a . 

, mista:k:e, because you didn't have a conservative voice and that board 
really didn't come up;"with m1,lch of anything. Do you see the same 

, dange:~ n,ow that )ou' re not giving a seat.at th~.table to the' NRA? 

:MR. REED:' ,Well, I said that we'd'have 

Q Yes, but you' sa'id -­

MR~ REED: That they woul~ be represented' at this' 
meeti::1g. So, no,. I think -~' not everybody at t;his table is 
neces::;arily ,going to agree .with what we I re saying. That's true for 
the ~~tertainmentindustr~. It may be ,true for the gun industry. 
We I re not t;rylngto just pr'each' t;.o ,the converted here. 

, , 
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Q On another s~bject --, 

Q Tomorrow's ,anti-gun event? Can we just follow up? 

MR., .REED: Sure 

Q What time is that? And will that be open coverage? 

MR. REED: I'm sureit!s open. I think it's either 

outsit:ie or in 450, depending on the weather, and I don't have the 

time. 


Q 1:45 p.m~ 

MR. REED: Is that ,right? And while I'm on the subject 

of 'gu::1S, let me say one' more· thing. Yesterday, Senate Democrats 

introduced the President's gun legislation which he had announced a 

week .3.go here in the White House. And some of it may come to a vote 


. next 'iJeek. Senator Lott has pledged to bring up the juvenile justice 
bill, and it',s entirely the Senate Democrat~ would bring up some of 
these gun issues.'" 

. . 
Q, .. As the President's Domestic Advisor, do you agree 

with UNICEF in their condemnation of school children across the 
country who are raising money to buy slaves and give them their 
rele~ae? Do you thin~ that UNICEF is wrohg or. right to condemn that? 
And d'J you think that' the Reverend' Jesse Jackson should go to Sudan 
and apply his talents to ,help eradicate slavery? Or don't you pare 

.about slavery?' 

MR. REED: (Laughter.) I think I better read the 

,newsp,3.per more carefully. I've' been missing some of these--


QWell', it's been in The New York Times, The Bosto~: 

Globe,Newsweek -..:. among.others -- in the last two weeks. Half a 

page in 'The New York Times. Undoubtedly you must read that' 

newsp,3.per, ' don I t you, Mr. Reed? 


"MR. REED: ". Anyone else have questions that 'I can evade? 

Q ". ,You I re going to evade that, too? 
'. :..' 

• MR. ,REED: . Yes, I have' a perfect record. 

,'. . .Q.' ' ,Can 'I "try again? Did you send the National Rifle .' 
Association an invitation to this event? 

MR. :REED: As I said, we will have 

'Q " . Yes or no? 

MR. REED: " We don't send letters. We so 

:Q ; You send couriers? 

Q Have you called them? 

. MR REED: We contacted a representative of the NRA who I' 
belie'iTe will 'be ,coming to the event. 'So -­

Q ' When are we going to -- will it be early this 

afternoon that we get the list of participants? 


MR. REED: There's one that's being xeroxed by now that 
you s~ould have had by now, I'm sorry. 
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'Q On ,t1:)is legislation ne){t week, the,re ' s a group of 
Democrats-who have an eight'-pointplan.That's ,not the, whole 
Democratic senate. TheY'~e not all in favor of offering all those 
thing:;s. Daschell is wQrkingona package of amendments 'that will 
proba:::>ly include a gun, th,ings . Given that you had 'a number of 
~roposals -- 10 or so, -- whatwotild ~6u -~ if you get three6n the 
floor next ~eek, which'ones do you want to ~ee? ' 

MR. REED:' Well, t think that we'd very much like to 
move quickly to close the loophole for gun shows -- to require' 
background checks at gun ,ShOWS. We'd like to raise the age of the 
youth handgun ban from 18 to 21. 'I think that background checks for, 
explo,;ives -- the juvenile Brady legisl~tionto ban violent juveniles 
for b"lying a gun for life,,-- so ' 

~ ..­

Q Did Hatch put th~t in? 
l • I' .' , 

,MR. REED: Did'he? ,Yes.' So, you ,know -- we think that 
everything in our bilfis import~:ht, so I don't' mean to leave, 
anything out. But, we'd like to see a;I.l of 'these co~e up to "a vote as 
soon ,:tS we can ~ 

, 

',QRepres~ntativeA,rcher sel!t a letter, to the White 
House this week asking' for a meeting,with President Clinton to talk 
about Social Security Reform. ' Has there been any:response to tha't . 
letter? Was it recei~ed cordially? " 

", : .. .t,. '. 

MR. REED: ,I don't,'know the answer to that question~ 
' .. ' ' 

Q', ··At the end of the d?iY', 'how are' you going to prevent 
all. t::1ese' initiatives from' being perceived as big government? , 

MR.'REE;D:' 'Well,' ,this one is definitely npn-government, 
" " and I think that we' v~ seen, in our campaign to reduce teen 

,pregn,:tncy, . in· our efforts to move. people from welfare to work, that 
" there.' s an enormous, enthusiasm around the' country in the private . 

sector, at the commun,ity level, from citizens th,emselves to fulfill 
their, ,responsibilities and at the same time, we have' to keep doing 
ours .. And we're,not relying entirely on government,' but we're not 
shyin9 away from' using government to reduce access,':to 'use guns, to 

'·doing more t.o keep ki'ds safe. at' school, and so on. .. 
1 .," ',': . ',' 

, " Q .' May I I ask how, you' can have· these people with :the 
differing vieYfs ;.,;,- I'm sure you have a, variety of views -- within two 
and a half 'hours when, :forinstance, a cO\lple of days ago one Senate 
commfttee :hearing on 'just a sl'll.al1 part 0+ these problems their. 
heari:19 took, about five hours. What ~s it you're trying to do 

MR.. REED:',' "Maybe it will run long. 
, , ,,', . ',' . '. ", \ '", 

Q' No ( I mean is i,t tpat' what you 're trying. to do is, 
convi:,:1ce people to back this future nonprofit, and sort of pitch them 

• .- . ' • •• ,! , . \: 

. ,MR. REED.: : Not'necessa;rily. The President, First Lady, 
Vice President :~-:- theY':re very ',good at running these kinds 'of 

, sessi,:ms, and we hop~ we ,can get' some good ideas. 

Q. Th~~ks. 
" " 

"Q" Wi'll"you have another meeting in New York for this, 
Jby any cb:ange? .t, 

Q , Thank .you. 

END . 12: 4'8 P.M. EDT 
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MR. TOIV: Good morning, everybody. As you can see, 
am flanked by the Secretary of Education Dick Riley, and the 
President's Domestic Policy Advisor Bruce Reed, who ,are going to 
talk to you a little bit today about what the President just 
announced, which is the: introduction later this week of our 
proposal for reauthorizing the Elementary and 'Secondary Education 
Act. And I will get out of their way. 

SECRETARY RILEY: As the President indicated in his 
statement, that' we are absolutely determined to pick up the pace 
of change to give all children in our nation, a quality education 
that prepares them for this next century. We're not satisfied 
with the status quo. w~'re determined to make positive changes 
happen sooner rather than later. 

Five years ago, in reauthorizing the ESEA, we set out 
to end what I called a tyranny of low expectations -- a deeply 
flawed assumption that giving children who are ,.livingin poverty, 
poor children, a second-class and in some cases a: third-class 
education, and that tha,t was acceptable in this country. And 
it's not. The administration has never been willing to accept a 
status quo that puts children in over-crowded classrooms, with 
unprepared teachers who are forced to teach from watered-down 
curriculum. No child should be left behind. No child should be 
allowed to drift through school unable to read. No child should 
have an unqualified teacher. And no child should have to go to a 
failing school. 

The legislati6n that we're sending to Congress this 
week places a very strong emphasis on quality teachers and 
greater accountability.' It .captures the best of the many 
practices at the local"and state level that are helping us to 
improve public educatio'n. This administration has been pro 
education from day one,' and we're not about to back off now from 
our commitment to making sure every child in this country has a 
quality education. 

We know how to make meaningful change happen. The last 
thing we need to be do~ng at this moment is to be listening to 
the sound bite experts who are already promising another round of 
silver bullet solutions and educational quick fixes. There's a 
strong emerging American consensus out there about how to improve 
education, and our proposed legislation reflects this developing 
and growing consensus. ' 

We place a st~ong emphasis on raising academic 
standards, early childhood learning opportunities, reading, 
smaller classes, up-to-date training and support for teachers, 
getting technology into every single classroom, more after-school 
and summer school programs, proven preventioneffortl3 to keep our.. 
schools safe. 
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, We want real acceuntability fer results, and 'we want 

much greater parent and cemmunity invelvement;: to' make eur scheels 

better. And we also have to' ~e' ferward-Ieeking and, update eur 

,schoels fer this next e,ra. And that's why we .. centinue to' place a 

strong emphasis en math"and science, and a new emphasis en 

fereign language and referm ef th,e American high scheel. 


, ' \ ' 

" I see no. reasen~ 'fer example, why every single high 

scheel in America, including high peverty scheels, sheuld net be 

g~vingtheir students the eppertunity to' take advance placement 

ceurses, And we have to' help eur high scheels de a much better 

jeb ef cennecting with all.ef their stud~nts in light ef the 

recent tra'gedy in ,Littleten, Celerade. 


'Raising, ',standards, 'impreving the' 'quali,ty ef America's 

tea<?hers an,d '9iying, them the, suppert they' need, ,sc:qeels which 

prepare chilc::lren to' pass.. and net to' ,fail --:- all,ef these things 

'translate" then,' into' re~l acceuntability fer results. A streng' 

cemmitment Of,safe, disciplined, drug-free scheels -- these are 

the cere id~as that define this legislatien.~, 


I think we're meving in: the right directien. And we 

leekferwarc::l to' werking to' impreve the quality ef educatien fer 

all efour children. America's'parents and the public deserve 

quality,public scheels in their respective cemmunities, and 'this 

legisla'tien is animpertant, ferward-Ieeking appreach to' helping 

us previd~ an educatien ef excellence fer all children. 


, .' '. .. ' 

Bruce?, 
,. 

Q What are·yeu talking abeut when yeu .refer to' the 

quick fixes and silver bullets? 


SECRETARY RILEY: Yeu want me to' respend to' that? 

MR. REED: Go. ahead. 

SECRETARY RILEY: If yeu leek at this appreach that we 

have, th~reautherizatien ef thismajer piece ,ef legislatien, 

dealing 'with K .threugh12, .and yeu see hew we're meving ferward 

where'we, are -- we start with standards b,eingeut there in alISO 

states'new. And Goals 200Q'.apd the reautherizatien in '94 really 

'have meved all that ferward. 

,New we~re trying to' get standards dewn into' the 

classreem in a very cemprehensive, big way... That means .geed , 

teachers. And it means acceuntability. And it means quality 

technelegy use,' and ~e ferth.These are majer things. 


" New, if. you .loek at these that are out there talk±n,g 

abeut ve~chers,' talkingabeut dellars f¢>llewing the students ,":""" 

they've get two. or th~ee ether names that theyhav~and they kind 

ef beil dewn to' the same kind ef appreach. It tak~s us eff-- it 


, takes. eur ,eyes off 'of the prize. lot takes us eff' of the 
'cencentratien',ef making all scheels better and having 
acceuntability. And it gets you eff into' seme kind ef magic way 
t9 impreve educatien that I think is abselutely wreng., 

Veuchers are a bad pelicy. It diverts meney and 

attentien frem quality public, scheels. There's no. questien in my 

mind abeut that. "It' sa very cemplicatedthing ef dealing with 

then where the children go. to' scheel, no. acceuntabilit~ fer,the 

public seurce "in '.terms ef private schoels. Yeu "have all kinds ef 

privatescheel s ' jumping, up' - - ' 


Q De yeu think it's to' try to bre~k dewn the public 

scheel system? 


, SECRETARY RILEY: Well, Iweuld ,have ,to' let these 
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people who propose that say what their motivation is. ,I think it 
does; in its ultimate sense, cause dramatic damage to the public 
s~hool system. And there"s no need to get ~nto that. It divides 
communities wide open. It diverts us from our attention to high 
standards for all children. We do the gateway for, colleges and 
universities to where canPel1 Grants be ,used and all. And we've 
had to close down, as'I said before, over 700 higher institutions 
-- institutions of higher learning since I've been the Secretary 
because there were no schools at all. 

, 
Now,iciagihe if you do that 6ut in K through 12 and you 

had every kind of entrepreneur in the world starting private 
schools, plus there are some constitutional questions. But I 
think it's just bad public policy. And the thing that bothers me 
it takes us off of where we know we can do wonderful help and 
great good. And that's, what this bill ,is all about. 

Why don't I let Bruce make his comments and then we'll 
get back into it. 

, \ 

MR. REED: Let me just add to what the Secretary said 
to Helen, which is the reason that this bill is so important is 
that this year we are going to have a great national debate about 
the rol,e that the national, government should play in education 

Q You mean the presidential campaign? 

MR. REED: I think hoth in Congress and ,in the coming 
campaign. -There are ,some in Congress who believe that the 
national government has no business investing more in education, 
and no business demanding accountability for results. We 
disagree. We think this is a national problem,that we should 
say once and for all that every kid ought to have a qualified 
teacher i ,no kid in America should be trapped in a fail,ing school i 
and that we should fix our schools not one district at a time, 
not one state at,a time, but everywhere. 

; 

And we welcome 'this national debate, ,we want to. bring 
it on. And I might just add that the Congress is not off to a 
good start in this regard. This week the House Appropriations 
Committee released allocations for the various appropriations 
subcommittees, and the House allocations based on the budget 
resolution would 'require a 10 to 15 percent cut in the Labor-HHS 
bill which funds education. So we want to have a debate that 
moves ,education forward and it's off to the wrong start. 

Q Could I ask about that comment? They say they're 
trying to live within the ,caps proposed in the budget deal a year 
and a half ago. Are'you saying that perhaps the caps should be 
loosened, at least in this case, with regard to the Labor-HHS 
bill? 

MR. REED: The Pres,ident' s budget which funds education 
is within the caps. We proposed ways to pay for these programs. 
And we'd like to see Congress follow suit. 

Q Secretary Riley, you're talking about putting 
qualified'teachers in the classrooms. Does this involve 
substitute teachers? Because in many cases, substitute teachers 
are in place in one classroom for weeks' at a time. 

SECRETARY RILEY: ,Well, I think we focus a lot here on 
teachers. As the President indicated and as I indicated, if 
we're taiking about getting standards, definition oC' educat'iorr"" ,. 
and what it means, down into the classroom where, it, impacts the 
child, you've got to haY-,e quality teachers. And that's a major 
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job this ,couptryhas to do over ,the next 10 years. 

; And then" yes, you can have ,substitute teachers, yo:u 

can have_non~certifiedteachers ~- a lot of them -- and that is a 

shortfall, and that ,is not a quality; \education'" .if y6u:,depend ,on, 

tea<;::hers who are not certified, who are not certified ,to teach. 

So we want strong attention to that. We propose then to,lump 

together Goals,', 2000, 'the> Eisenhower Professional Development 

program, and Title VI of ,the old act that is kirid ofa block 

grantsection,:--tolumpall those together and come out with,a 

veryst;rong teacher 'support. sYPltem, proposed then that would give 

strong, different quality professional'development for teachers, 

ways for teacher. aids who are qualified to move t,oward teaching 

ahd, getting certified i getting teachers who are ;,nott;:eaching in, 


:'the'field that they' were 'educated 'out of the classroom and 

repl'ace'them with teachers who 'are.. So we're proposing a major

thrust in that direction. ' ' , 


Q So when are you hoping for a change in the, 
subs2itutet~acher:~61icy? 

, SECRETARY RILEY: Well, we don't· deal ,with the 
substitute t;:eacher po)icy as, such. That's, kind of a local matter 
as to howt~ey handle a teacher who is out t¢mporarilYQr " , 
something like t,hat. , We d'eal'more with teacher: certification,. 
And we have a period of years that we -~ all schools would have 
to deal with that ,issue and teac~ing out of field. ' 

,MR. REED:, ' Let me just ad¢i, April" the poorer schools 

have the hardest time getting good, teachers and we attack,that on 

a number of fronts. ", The Pres'i.dent proposed and Congress adopted 


,a plan to provide scholarships to people who go 'into teac:q.ing in 

,low-income areas. This legislation requires that for Title or:· 

'schools ", all new teachers be fully certified or moving' into 

certification within three years. And it ,strengthens the , 


,:'requirements for teacher's aides. Ina lot of poor schools'today 
it's aides that· are doing much of the teaching, so this requires 
that 'teacher's aides need to', have at,.'least two years of college 
to be' a' teaching assistant. > If they have less than that, they 
can't be a class~oom instructor. 

Q How much money is this" and are, you focusing on the 
"colleges that'turn out teachers? Is that, where some' of ,the money" 

"will go? 

MR. REED: ,The 'teacher quality program in this, bill was 

,funded last year at $1.2 billion -..:. the three 'programs that are 

,consolidate'd in.to one program~ ;' 


. ,. .. 

Q 'How much is it altogether? 

MR.' 'REED:" Well, the overall federal effort in public 

,.\educatioq for public, schools is, about' $15 bil~iona ,ye~r. 


Q Aiso there is a ~entence here, student~will'have 

to demonstrate that they meet standards at three transition 


'points. Is this goingito reignite the,debate over stat;ldardized 

testing? .. Is the President ',going to repropose that, try to get 

someihirig, like that through? ' 


MR. REED: Well, first off, the standards' that students 

would have' to meet would be', set by t,he ,states, and al?sessed by the 

'states, and states and school districts, need to use multiple 


'" m€!asures, not just rely on "a single ,test.'" ' 

Q On another subject, 'Secretary ,Riley, you're saying 

" MORE 



! 

. '" 
- 6 ­

crack down on backgroulid checks at gun shows'" It opens a 'whole 
new loophole by allowing criminals to buy guns at pawn shops. ' 

'So, as'the President s,aid earlier this morning, the Senate ,needs 
to finish work on the Juvenile Justice ,bill and bring both 
measures that Speaker Hastert endorsed yesterday"to a vote in the 
Senate -- backgioundc;hecks for gun shows and raising the' handgun 
age to 2i. . ' .' 

"',QTo follow upon that, would he veto the bill if ,', 
that n:teasure waE?stiil in there? ,Wouldn't, half a J,oaf1be better 
than , , 

MR. REED: Look', I think that it's'not"going to come 
to that. We've seen an ,increasing amount of common sense in 
recent days, 'ahd we think"that as time goes on, the congressional 
'leadership will come arou,nd on mOre of these common sense issues. 

Q Can I ask, about the education bill again? You' 
talk a lot about; accountability measures, and specifically· about 
social promotion and about' cracking down :on schools', that don't 
work. But the 1994' bill had a lot of stuff on accountability,' 
too, and I wonder if you, can specifically tell me how this bill 
is different on accountability from 1994'. What's new, on it?'And 
following that, how does the federal government plan to enforce 
these accountability measures? What"s the mechanism formakirig 
them happen from Washington? ' ' ' 

MR. REED:' The meas'ures the President highlighted today 
are all new - - a neweinpnasis On" turning. around failing schools 
or shutting them down, 'which has' shown tremendous results in a 
handful of 'stat'es that' have tried it, In North Carolina, for 
example, t'hey iq,entified. 15 failing schools, They actively , 
intervened, Within a year, 14 of those ,schools were meeting the 
state standards,', That's 'new, ' The teacher requirements we talked' 
about for all teachers being certified or an alternative , 
certifidaiion prcice.s that ~ill lead to ce~tific~tion wit;:6ip 
three years is ,new, The ~equirement that se¢ondary school. 
teachers know, the subject,that they're teaching is hew. Annual 
report cards on performanc'e is, new" Discipline codes is new. 

, , Q What happens ,if a ,school doesn't send out the 
annual .report card? , Does Washington cut off their money? What 
happens if a school doesn't,t,urn around in a few years? Do you, 
shut them down? 

, MR. REED: The Secretary has a' variety 'of sanctions at 
his disposal, ranging from a mild rebuke toa cut-off of money. 
But we think that states and',schodldistricts will do these 
t'hings,' We don't' think any, state is going ,to' want to stand in 
the way of having quali~ied teachers 'or turning arOund failing 
schools, for' example '~, 

Q se'cretaryRiley', how do yo~ think' schools at~oss 
the country, are'handling the aftermath of this Littleton,' ' 

'Colorado situati9n, whereithey're 'looking' and getting kids who 
are threatening each other and, expelling ,them and finding all 
these people who are, problem peo~le? 

SECRETARY RILEY: Well, 'and; of course,' there were, 
hearings yesterday on "that subject, and :t. thought it was very 
interesting -- several of ·the young children who, testified 
mentioned, for example, small classes" and,'how important that is ' 
S0 youn'g people will get tokn6~ each other and get' to know their 
teacher . 'And I think all ,across' the country, this was ,such a 
riveting occurrence thati,t really just kind of overpowered 
everything else 'for even' up, to the present time. So you're 
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.don't hold students'back, but put more qualified teachers you 
have a lot 'of students graduating'who are not, speaking the King's 
and Queen's English and able to,put one and one together. Why 
not hold .them back, instead of blaming it on the teachers? 

SECRETARY RILEY: Well, those children, ,students, who 
are finishing ~i~h 'school and are une~ucated are ~ reflection of 

. not having a standards process in place. If standards are 
handled properly, those kids·when they were in kindergarten would 
have been judged to be ,having development trouble in terms of . 
language; they would have had extra resources in kindergarten, in 
the 1st grade, and the 3rd grade, in the 4th grade, until they 
were able to handle that. . 

That's why -- and that's a.story of the past. We want 
,to change that. We want to make' it where all young people are, 
as I say, taught in the school system to pass, from kindergarten 
on, and not just let them drift on through, and then in the 8th 
grade you realize they didn't learn how to read, and get into 
12th grade and they don't understand algebra and so forth. 

So the standard process -:- I know I bore you to death 
talking about it --: it works. And if it's done properly, you 
will not have that situation exist., Now, when you have it out 
there, you then have to come ',in with extra 'resources, with after­
school, which we're recommending a tripling of the funding; with 
summer schools, all those funds can also be used for summer 
school; small classes, ver.y critical, especially in those early 

,years -- that works.. ,Research shows it works. All" of those 
things then will make it where you won't have the situation 
develop where you ,have' failing students. . 

Q .' Is there a federal, mandate as to how 'many students 
must graduate from a state every year? Because' I understand 
certain schools have some kind of ratio that they must p'lit,-- a 
certain amount must graduate. each year.' " 

MR. REED: No. 

SECRETARY RILEY: You talking about colleges? 

Q No, i'm talking about grade schools and high 

schools -- elementary and high school. 


MR. REED: No. 

Q Why do you think the Senate turned around on the 

safety locks on guns for children? 


.: 

MR. REED: That's a common sense measure that we've 
been aqvocating here for some time. About a year and a half ago, 
the President brought gun manufacturers to the WhiteHouse for a 
voluntary agreement on child safety locks. We've been pushing 
£:or·this legislation for some time, and we're delighted that the 
Senate has' come around. We' think that there. are a series of, . 
common sense steps' that gun :makers and hunter's and 'sportsmen and 
ordinary Americans can agree on, and we'd like the Senate to make 
some more progress today. 

Q Are you still pushing for the Lautenberg measure 

on gun show checks? Or would you accept the language that's in 

there now if the bill came down like that? 


MR. REED: We're going to push very hard for the 
Lautenberg measure. The measure that,the Senate passed last week 
'on gun shows is 'riddled with loopholes. It doesn't effectively 

MORE 
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seeing different reactions all across the country. I think 
generally people are really trying their very best to deal with 
this very difficult situation. 

And I am very pleas~d with our early warning guides 
which were prepared really after the previous incidences 
occurred. So, fortunately, we have that in place, and when this 
happened we immediately made those available. We've had to go ,to 
the reprinting. of another 150,000. They are very well-done. 

'I can say that -- Janet Reno and I caused them to be 
done, but they involve the top school psychologists in America, 
the top teachers; counselors, law enforcement people, mental 

,health people, and they really ,are very well-put-together ideas 
aboutchow to prevent these'kinds of incidences happening; then if 
they happen, what to do. 

Q Did Littleton have one? Did the Littleton high 

school have one? 


SECRETARY RILEY: They would have, yes'~ There were 
sent tO,al1 the schools~ ·In fact, in Littleton, they had done a 
number of things that were the right things to do to prevent 
incidences. But, 'of course, again, this is kind of an 
aberration, but no question about the guidelines I think are very 
solid things for school~ to do. 

Large schools have a more difficult job -- large high 
schools -- than smaller' schools, obviously, with the number of 
children being a lot greater. And that's another thing that 
we're talking about here, .is reform of the high schools, school 
within school, ways to get more personal in the high school 
setting. So I think the American people are responding ih a good 
way., 

Thank you. 

END 9:45 A.M. EDT 
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THE PRESIDENT: Good morning. ,I'm delighted to be 

joined this morning by the Secretary of Education and by my 


• 	 Domestic Policy Advisor,Bruce Reed to discuss the very important 
issue of our children's, schools.' 

In my State o~ the Union address this year, I said that 
in order to meet our responsibility to create 21st century' 
schools for all our children, we have to do a far, far better'job 
of spending the $15 billion in federal aid we send to our schools 
every year. 

Building these kinds of schools has been a passion for 
me, for the Vice President, for Secretary Riley, for our entire 
administration. '''We have worked with members of Congress and 
education leaders, people in every state of the country, for over 
six years now. We have supported, higher standards, better 
teachers, new technology, 'modern facilities,' innovations like 
charter schools, character education, school uniforms. 

But we know fundamentally that ·if we are going to , 
change the way our schools work,wemust change the way we invest 
federal aid in our schools. 

On the way down here, just down the walk, the Secretary 
of Education said we have been working very'hard to promote 
school standards around the country; now we have to get:: ,the 
standards actually into the schools. This week I am senoing 
legislation to the Congress designed to do just that. 

First, this legislation strengthens accountability for 
res'ults. It says that states and school districts that choose to 
accept federal aid must take responsibility for turning around 
failing schools, or shutting them down. It says they 'must give 
parents report cards not just on their children, but on the 
children's schools. It says school districts must have strong 
discipline codes that are fair, consistent, and focused on . 
prevention. It says they must make sure that teachers actually 
know the subjects they are teaching. It says they must, stop the 
practice, of social promotion, not by holding studen~s back, but 
by making sure they have the support to meet the higher 
standards. . 

This legislation triples funding for after-school and 
summer school programs, provides for smaller classes, and 
requires other early interventions that lift students up. 

Second, this legislation will put more highly-trained 
teachers in our nation's school's. It requires that all new­
teachers pass ,subject. matter and skills. tests" that. all ,teachers 
be given the support they need to improve their knowledge and. 
skills. It allows Congress to finish.the job we started last 
falL of hiring .100,000, new, highly-trained teachers, to reduce. 
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," class !\3ize in the early grades. 

Finally, the legislation will help giye all our 
children safe, healthy and disciplined learning environments. ' 
For the first time, ,it will require schools to adopt " , 
comprehensive school s'afety plans, use 'proven anti-drug and anti­
violence prevention programs, intervene with troubled youth, 
establi'shsecurity procedures for,schools, and give parents an 
annual report of drug and violent incidents'at theiich~ldren/s 
schools. 

, It also expands the characte'r education efforts the 
,Secretary of Equcation has, done'so much to advance, promotes 
alternative schools for di'sruptive students" and strengthens our 
policy of zero tolerance for, guns by requiring that any student 
expelled for bringing a ,gun to school, receive appropriate 
treatment and counseling before bein~allowed back into class. 

As I said ,yesterday, we must do everything we can to, 
keep 'guns out of the hands of ' our qhildren. I want to commend 

,the Senate for yesterday'.s overwhelming ,bipartisan support for 
,child safety locks. And I commend Speaker 'Hastert ,for his 
leadership 'in supporting background checks' at gun shows, and for, 
raising the age of handgun:ownersnip to'21. I urge,theSenate to 
'keep working on the Justice bill" the yuven1le Justice bill, and 
to bring' these c'ommon-sen~e measu~es 'to a vote. ',,' 

, Now, these education:: ideas are, not' Democratic or,' 
Republican, ,nor were they dreamed up in Washington~ Theywere 
invented anc:;i proven successful~n'the laboratories of democracy 
at the school", ci ty and' state levels. ' They preserY'e' and, enhance' 
the flexibility ,that states and distric~s need ,to run' successful,' 
schools." ' If the federal government. fails' '"to' act, the best of 
these practices will ','spread, but much 'more,:, slowly. Just 
'remember, it took 100 years 'for laws mandating universal 

,.education to spread from a few st~tes ,to' every state. That pace 
'of .change might have been all r;ight in the ,-l9th c~ntury; it won't", 

do' in' the 21st century. We dO,not, have the luxury of waiting, and 
continuing to subsidize failure. "" " ' 
tI' :" ~ • 

Nothing we can do will'mor'e ,'~urely unite, our. people, and 
strengthen our nation than giving all of our children a,high­
quality ..education. We know what works -- our schools, ,our 
educator,s have shown us what works. 'It is time to put, that as a 
condition of success in the investment of federal aid in every 
child in America.' And I, want'tp thank the Secretary of Education 
and Mr., ,Reed and everyone else, who has worked on this program. 

Thank you 'very 'much. 

Q' Mr.: President, on the Balkans, can we ask you a 
question 'about the Balkans? 

\ 

,Q ·Do you I ike the peace pr,oposal by Talbot,t that 
Talbot t, , is:· taking' to Moscow?What do you, think, of it?", ' 

END 8:45 A.M. EDT' 
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THE PRESIDENT: I want to begin by saying that Hillary 

and I are profoundly shocked and saddened by the tragedy today .in 

Litt+eton, where two students opened fire on their classmates 

before apparently turning' their guns on themselye~. 


, , 

,I have spoken with Governor Biil Owens and county 

Commission, Chair Patricia: Holloway and expressed my profound 

concern for the people of Littleton.' I 'have spoken to Deputy 

Attorney General Eric Holder, who, along wJ.,th At torney General 

Reno, is. closely monitoring .the ,"situation." I" veasked the 

Attorney General and the Secretary of Education" to ',stand ready to 

ass,ist local law enforcement /. the schools / the families, the 

entire commuhity during this time of crisis' and sorrow. 


A crisis response team is ready now to travel to 

Colorado/,and I strongly believe that we should do whatever we 

can·to get 'enough counselors. to the'families and the children as, 

quickly as possible,. I know the other communities that have been 

through this are also rea?ytodo whatever they can to help. 


rth.i,nkthat', patricifa,;H6:li;oway wQuldno:t rnind if I, said 

that / amidst:; all the turmoil, arid 'grief that she and others are 

experiencing'~ she said to me jus't a'momeht agO that perhaps now 

America, would wake up to the dimensions of· this challenge - -, if 

it could happen in a placelike~ittleton/' and we could prevent 

anything like this from happening again. We pray that she is 

right. , 


We don/t·know yet' all the hows or whys of this J,ragedy. 

Perllaps we may ne,ver fully understanq.it. st,.' Paul ;reminds us 

that we all see things i'n:; this life through? glass, darkly / that 

we onlYPCirtly 'understand' what,; is': happening. We do know that' we 

must do more to reachout;to our-children, and teach them to 

expreEls their anger and to resolve ,their conflicts with wQrds; 

not weapons. And we do know, we have to do more" to recogni'ze the 

early warning signs ,that are~pent before ch:j.ldren act violently. 


. ' . . 

To the .. families who have lost their loved ones/ to,the. 
parents who have lost· their' beloved chil,dren, to' the wounded 
children and their families, to the people of the community'of 

.Littleton/ I can only saY,tonight that the prayers of the ' 
American people are with l:'0u. " ., ,,' ,. '", 

, I 

Thank you very much. 

Q Mr. President/ yoti tried·to get this message out, 

last fall. " Is there anything additional that you 'can say or that 

the federal government cari do' to prevent things,;like this from 

happening? 


THE PRESIDENT: Well/ I think on this case it/s very/ 
'very important:: that we have the facts/. insofar as we. can find 

.' . 
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them out. You know, we had the conference here last fall; the 
Attorney General and the Secretary of Education prepared the 
handbook for all the schools that we asked to be widely used; and 
we do have, from bitter and' sad experience, a great cadre of very 
good, effective grief counselors. My guess is that they will be 
needed in abundance there for the children. ' 

I think after a little time has passed, we need to have 
a candid assessment about what more we can do to try to prevent 
these things from happening. 

Q Mr. Presiqent, there seems to be an epidemic of 
these kinds of incidents now. There was Paducah, Kentucky; 
Jonesboro, Arkansas; Springfield, Oregon; and several others. 
Would you characterize this as an epidemic affecting the nation's 
school system? 

THE PRESIDENT: I wouldn't want to use that word. 'What 
I would like to know is whether, we can learn enough from this, 
which in its dimensions apparently is much greater than even the 
others were, and see what else we can do. 

I had a very interesting conversation this afternoon 
with Congresswoman Carolyn McCarthy, who, as all of you know, 
lost her own husband, and son sustained a wound as a result of a 
shooting 'incident on a commuter train. And that's what we talked 
about. 

I think tonigpt we owe it to the people of Littleton 
and to the' families involved in this tragedy to, let them'go 
through the grieving and deal -- and try to get the facts. And 
then the rest of us have a responsibility to do everything we can 
to make sure this doesn't make 1999 another year like last year, 
that we don't have another rash of this, we really can be more 
effective in preventing it. 

And I wish I could say more tonight, but I don't think 
I can. 

Q Mr. President, have you been told, sir, that the 
death toll is as high as the 2S'figure that we've hea'rd? And 
secondly, sir, every time one 'ot': these things happens we go 
through this cporus of hand-wr{nging and say, we've got to stop 
it from happening again. Is there anything specific and concrete 
that you'd like to see happening ·,that hasn't happened yet? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I 'don't want to make -- there 
are, but what I wouid like to do is take a couple of days, 
because we don't know what the facts are here. And keep in mind, 
the community is an open wound'right now, they have suffered as 
much as anyone can suffer. This is the largest group of 
fatalities, whatever the numbers are -- and I've heard various 
numbers, even as much as five minutes ago, right pefore I came 
out. 

I'd like to answer that question, but I think anything 
I say tonight can only add to the pain of the people in Littleton 
and not serve to solve the problem. So I will answer that 
question when'I have more facts and after we let a little time 
pass. 

Q Mr. president, you said America should wake up. 
,Wake up'to what, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think there are a lot of kids 
,out there who have' access to weapons -, and apparently more than 
guns here --and who. build up these grievances in their own mind, 
and who 

'know th
it's -­

are not 
at now. 

I don't 

being reached. And it's not just Littleton. 
We,'ve had lots and lots and lots of places. 
know how many of you have been there. I've 

We 
So 

MORE 



actually been,the're, I know the community, and it's a wonderful 
place. 

" 

And I can't do better, than what Patricia Holloway' said, 
the Commission <;hair - - ff it" can happen here, then surely people 
will recognize, that'they have to be alive 'to the possibility that 
it ,could occur in any community in America, and maybe t,hat 'will 
help ,us to keep it from happening again. 

,I But you know 'whkt we putout before.' YOu know the 
efforts we' ve,nlade. And:r j1lst think that tonight we ne~d to, 
focus on the families that :Lost,their kids,' ori the children that, 
are wounded, on the' griev~ng 'of the community, give this thing a ' 
day or two for the facts to emerge. Jilld then" I'll try, to have" ' 
more to say to you. 'I 

Q On just the point ," Mr. President, at, the 'time you 
had that conference last year your administrati'on said the 
students are still safer sitting in a' classroom than ,they are 
walking down the stre~t. 'po you think Americans still think 
that's true? Do you thin~'c that" s true? 

,THE PRESIDENT:' 'Well, statistically, fo'r all the whole 
53 million kids in our schOdls, it's true. But from the facts 
we're hearing about wh(fit happened. at'thisschool and the' 
possibility that explo::lives ,were out there that hand grenadesI 

werE:; available, that other things" were there ,it Obviously wasn't 
true, the,re .' That was obviou,sly the most dangerous place in 

, Colorado today. " , , 

So I don't want ,to' :but that doesn't -~, that 
shouldn't make people believ~,that every school is.in danger. 
What it should make every'community do is to study this·handbook 
we put'out and,see what lessons can be learned here. 

But' again, tOnight I, think the American people ought to 
be thinking about those folks in Littleton. Tomorrow and in, the 
days ahead we'll have more time to kind of gather ourselves and' 
our'determination and go back at this aga'in. 

i 'Thank 'you. 

END 7:58 P.M. EDT 
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L, 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. You'know,Hillary and I look 
forward to this day so much every year.' We want to thank you for 
what you do: We want to say to America 'we 'could not run the, 
White House without you.:' , 

" 
,It happen:'s that thi~ 'day was scheduled' ,on what has' t,urned 

o~t.to be a very s'ad day for America. . And, ,since, in my mind, you 
represent the best of American citizenship by what you do· here 
every day as volunteers, ,I think it is important that we take a' 
little time to ponder ho",? we, as American citizens, should 
respond tp what has o'ccu~red, in ColorC!-do. 

First "of all, I think it 'is important 'that we remembe'y that 
we'must come together,'and,praytogether, but also commit to act 
together., In Littleton, 'we ,saw and we continue to see horror and 
agony. We' also see in ,that '; ho;rror and agony the ties that bring' 
us together as a national, comtnupity - - the police officers ' 
rushing toward the ,sound pf'gunfire'with br;avery and .. 
professionalism, the students .risking their own liv,es for their 
friends, the doctors, and 'paramedics summoning all t.heir skiils 
under astonishing pressure" the parents'and neighbors whose love 
and concern susta~ned the~r children through that last long night 
and who will be called up'on, to .do much more in the days and weeks 
to come'., We see "in a moment of agony', what is best in our 
communitY,and in 'our coun~ry" ' 

I 'have been particul',~riy s'~ruck':' by 'the story'of Mrs . Miller , 
the teac'herwho he,ard ,the gunfire and led dozens of, student's to 
safety in' the choir ,room;',' who worked to keep them calm, and quiet 
for hours while students removed ceiling tiles to let 'in more 
air. Doubtless we will learn more stories of quick think,ing and 

grace',unde;r pressure as the details unfold.~ All of' us are ' 

struggling to understandexaqtly what happened, and why. There 

is.. a deep desire to comfort, the grieving arrd counsel the" 

children. ,We must, also ,focus" on what we are going to do. 


- ", , .' . , ' "'.' 

In'Little'ton, '?l.~ents: f;~m the, ~TFand "the FBI' alre'adyare on 
the ground, ,providing tactiq'al assistance to' loca.'l authoritie!3. 
Highlytra,ined crisis workers are ready to help people cope with 
their loss. Fortunately,: one of the most outstanding centers in 
the nation for this sort o~ ,work is in Denver. ' 

Perhaps,the most important thing all of us cando right now 
is to reach out to ,'each <;>:ther and to families and their young 
children; It is very important to 'explain to children, allover 

, America> "whCl-t, has happenep." and, to reassuJ':e our own childrE7nthat 
,they ~re s~fe.' , 

, : 

'We also have to take this moment I onc,e, again, to' hammer home 
to' all the .. children of America that violenc,e is 'wrong. And 
parents should take this moment to ask what else they can do to 

":MORE­
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shield eur children frem .vio.lent .images and experiences that warp 
yeung perceptiens and ebscure the censequences ef vielence -- to. 
shew eur'children, by the power ef eur ewn example, hew to. 
reselve cenflicts peacefully. 

And as we learned at the White Heuse Cenference en Scheel 
Safety, and as is reflected in the handbeek .that the Secretary ef 
Educatien and the Atterney General sent to. all ef eur scheels, we 
must all de mere to. recegnize and leek fer the early warning 
signals that deeply treubled yeung peeple send eften befere they 
explede into. vielence. Surely mere ef them can be saved and mere 
innecent victims and ~ragedies can be aveided. 

In the days ahead we will de all we, can to. see what else can 
be dene. Fer new, when the scheo.l has apparently just been . 
cleared ef bembs, and net all the children who. were slain have 
been carried eut, I think it is impertant en this day that we 
centinue to. effer the peeple ef Celerade, the peeple ef 
Littleten, the families invelved, the sure knewledge'that alIef 
America cares fer them and is praying fer them. 

So. I ask yeu to. new jein me in a mement ef silent prayer fer 
these who. lest their lives, fer these who. were weunded, fer their. 
families and these who. leve them and care fer their cemmunity. 

(A mement ef silence is ebserved.) 

Amen. 

New let me say that en this sad day I also. want America to. 
knew that I came here to. be. with yeu be9ause, in many o.f the sad 
mements ef this administratien and many ef the greatest ,m0ments 
ef eur happiness and achievements fer the American peeple, the 
ability ef the White Heuse to,cennec;:t to. them rests selely in the 
hands ef peeple who. are net paid empleyeesef the federal 
gevernment. Mest Americaris still have utterly no. idea hew many 
hundreds and hundreds ef peeple velunteer at the White Heuse, 
withe~t which we could net do eur jebs .. 

I get a nete the ether day frem a persen thanking me because 
the child, o.f a friend ef his had received a letter frem the White 
Heuse.· And he said, I knew yeu didn't sign that letter, but 
children expect to. get their letters answered. That is justene 
exampleef things that weuld net happen/were it net fer'yeu. 
All ever America, whenever semeene cemes up to. me and tells me 
that they've, had seme centact frem the White Heuse that 'I knew 
came because ef a velunte'er, I am ence again grateful fer. what 
yeu de. 

So. I thank yeu fe~ sharing this very prefeundly sad mement . 
with me, and with eur ceuntry.' But I also. thankyeufer making. 
it pessible fer us to. de eur werk --fer the peeple ef' I;tttleten 
and the peo.ple ef America .. We are very; very grateful. 

, . ' ,., .~ 

Thank yo.u, and Ged bless y0U. (Applause. ) 

END 11:45 A.M. EDT 
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THE ,PRESIDENT: Ladies and gentlemen, 'in the' las't several 
days" like most Americans" I have' spent an enormous amount of 
time,following the everits in Colorado, talking ,to family and, 
friends and others. Arid I have some thoughts on that that I want 
to share wi th you today r, , 

Let ,me begin by saying we got some good news today on the 
economic froIlt, with the word' that our economy;, e:xpanded by 4.5 
percent in the first quarter of this 'year. This news provides 
both more evidence that,we should stick with our economic 
strategy and also is'aworthwhile reminder that for ali the 
challenges we face at home and abroad, we are, indeed, a 
,fortunate people. 'We are strong ~~ough to'meet those chall~nges. 

" Over the past 10. days our ,whole nation has been united in 
grief. with the' people' of Littleton, Colorado. ,We have also been 
profoundly moved by the': courage, the common sense 'and the 

,fundamental goodness of; Littleton, students, teachers, par,ents and 
, public servants astheyl have spoken to us,' of the tr'agic ev:ents ' 
th~re. I have listened: carefully to what they have said, and to 

"other young people an~~p~rent~ who havebeeh on the town hall 
meetings and those whom, I ,have met personally. 

",'.., . 
We should recogniz~ the simple truth that there.'is no 

simple, sing~e answer. We should riot be, fighting about. who takes 
the blam~. Instead, we,' should' al'~ be looking for, ways to take 
responsibility -- and we should be doing that together. 

, ' 

'As' we have united in grief~' now. we ,'shouid unite ,in action. 
If we, ask the right question: What can we do ,to give' our" 
children safe, whole childhoods, then 'there will be,answers _.L 

for parents and children, for teachers communities and for those.t 

,'who influence the live~'Lan,d the" environment in which o:ur children 
'live, including those' of us'in,government, religious leaders, the 
entertainment and 'Internet communities, those who'produce 
explosives and weapons and' those who, us~ them" lawfully. 

. "', ' ' ~ . 

lam, inviting representatives o.f all these groups to come to 
the White House on May, the 10th for ~ strategy session on, 
children, violence and resporisibility. The First Lady, the Vic,e 
President and Mrs. Gore; all, of ,whom have worked for years to 
give our children the childhoods, they deserve t will join me. :[ 
ask everyone to come to this meeting with ideas abo.ut how we can 
move forward together. ,,' 

, , ' "As Hillary, said yesterday", we need nothing less than a 
grass-roots effort to protect our children and turn them away 
from violence. If citizens, parents and children alike,' wqrking 
together in their communities, can reduce teen pregnancy, reduce 
drunk driving, make s~at belt use nearly universal, then ~orking 
together we can protect: our' 'children., , " ,,' 
\ . " . ' ' '" 

want to briefly ~et out,a framework for how this challenge 

-MORE- ' 
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can best be addressed. The push and 'pull of modern life adds 
incalculable new burdens to the work of parents. We must strive 
to find ways to bring parents and'children together more, to get 
parents more involved with their children's lives, to get 
negative influences and 'guns out of t;he lives of our children, 
arid to give families the tools to meet these challenges. 

First, we must help parents to pass on their values to their 
childreri -- in the face of a blizzard of popular communications 
that too often undermine ,those values. For young people who are 
,particularly vulnerable and isolated, the violent video game they 
play can seem more real than conversations at home or lessons at 
school. We've been working to give parents stronger tools to 
protect their children and we must do more. 

The V-chip will be included in half the new televisions sold 
this year. And together with 'th~ voluntary rating system pdopted 
by broadcasters, it will give parents a new ability to screen the 
images their children see. Meanwhile, we've launched the most 
ambitious media plan ever to educate our children about the 
dangers of drugs . 

. The Vice President and Internet service prov~ders have given 
parents the ability to block ~ccess to violent or otherwise 
inappropriate websites~ The Vice 'President will continue to work 
with'industry to find 'ways to help parents guide i,their' children 
through cyberspace and we'll,have more to say on'that in the days 
ahead. We have worked to give our parents the tools to protect 
children from violence and to'take guns out of the hands of 
children. The policy of zero tolerance for guns in schools led 
to 6, 000 "expulsions or suspensions in the~ast: year alone., 

This week, I proposed new measures to keep guns away from 
cr~minals and children, requiring background checks for buying 
guns at gun shows, as they are required at gun stores now, and 
background checks for the purchase of explosives, banning handgun 
ownership for people under,21 and restoring the Brady Bill's 
copling off period, and closing t~eloopholes in the assault 
we~pqns law. 

, Even on these contentious issues, I believe we can reach 
across party lines and find c9mmon ground. I hope that' 
sportsmen, gun manufaqturers and lawmakers of all parties will 
see .these steps for" what they are - - common sense measure!? to 
promote the common good. We all love our children. I respect 
the rights of hunters and sportsmen., L~t's bury the hatchet and 
build a future for our children together. 

We must help parents fulfill their''(llost important 
responsibilities. We all say we want parents to talk to their 
children more, but'we all know that too many ,families have too 
little time even to have dinner together.' 

Because parents too often, have too little time, we've passed 
the Family and Medical Leave Act and we're working to expand it. 
Because too many children leave school at 3:00 p.m. with nowhere 
to 'go and no adult to talk to, 'we're giving a quarter million' 
kids 'access to after-school and summer school programs, and,we're 
working to triple that number. Because many parents need help in 
recognizing the signs of illness ih their children, we're working 
,to expand'access'to mental health care for ,children of all ages. 
Next month, Mrs. Gore will host the first White ,House Conference 
on Mental Health. We a're also working to expand counseling, 
mentoring ,and mental he'alth services in our schools. ' 

Most important of all, and perhaps most difficult, parents 
must be more active' participants in their children'S lives. It 
is not for us to pass judgment on how those two young men in 

-MORE­



'.' 

3 


Colorado. descended into darkness.· We. may never know what ·can be 
or even what could have been 'done. But this should be awake.-up 
call for' all parents. We:can never take our children for 
granted. ,We must never let the lines of communication, no matter 
how. frayed, be broken altogether. Our children 'need tis, even if 
they don't know it some'times .. 

This terr'ible tragedy must not be an occasion 'for silence. 
This weekend, .1 ask all parents, .if they have not already done 
so', to· sit down and talk to their children, p.bout what happened at 
Littleton and what is happening in their schools and their liv~s.· 

If we are'not;. careful,' when our children move through their 
teen years and begin to: create their own separate lives,the 
bustle and burden of our daily lives can ,cause families to drift 
too far apart, to ignore the still-strong needs of childre'n for 
genuine concern and guidance and honest conversation. This is 
sometimes the hardest thing of all; but it ,is vital and lives 
depend on it. ' '" 

Finally,'I ask student;:.sto do m9re to help each other. Next 
week, if you, have not'already done so, I ask every student in 
America to look for someone,at school who is not in your group. 
You know, there. have always been different crowds in schools, and 
there always, will be . Thfs, too" is an' inevitable' part of. 

"growing up and finding your own path through life. But it should 
not be an occasion .. for.c;:iisrespec;t ,or ho~tility in our schools. 
After all, our children, are all on the same journey, even if 
they're trying. to chart' different paths. And this can be 
profoundly important in! building a safer. future. , . 

The spirit of'Amer~ca can triumph in this troubiingmoment, 

and.I am convinced it will. But we must build the energy and 


,will and passion of our;country, and the fundamental· goodness of 
our peop.1e, into a grass-roots movement to ttirn away from 
violence, andtq give all our children the safe and wholesome 
childhoods they ·richly des·erve. 

Thank you ve~y muc~. 

END 2:05 P.M. EDT 

: .. 



I, 

THE WHITE HOUS~ 

Office of the Press Secretar,y 

For Imm~diate Release May 13, 1999 
" 

, REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 

UPON DEPARTURE FOR FORT MCNAIR 


- , 

South Lawn 

10:30 A:M. EDT 

" ,THE PRESIDENT: ,Good morning. On Mon<::iay we brought, 
parents and students, religious leade;rs and-educators, and 
"r~presentatives _of the entertainment and gun industries to the 
White House to:'laythe groundwork' for a' national,campaign;, to 
r.educe youth' violence. --, I '-' . 

We agreed that. this was 'no time to point fing~rsor to 
pass the buck, 'but inst~ad a time for everyone ,to take " 
re~ponsibility. Parents must take greater ,responsibility for 
their children's actions and get more involved in their 
children's .lives. - The·ehbertainment.industry must do it's part. 

Even now, in, the aftermath of Lit'tleton, there are 
some in t,he entertainment industry who say .there is notping they 
can or s1+ould do. But thC3:t is wrong. H'l-lndreds of, studies show 
that the. aggregate impact of sustained'exposure to violence over. 
the media to children, principal~y on television, but also in the 
movies and now in video games, generally desensitize children to 
violence and it's consequences, and therefore', make the more 
V'l-llnerable Children mor¢ -violence-prone. . . 

The .€mtertain~ent community is helping parents ,to limit 
children's, exposure to violence. 'It should also riot market 
indiscriminate violence, to children. If this is'a job for all of 
society, the. ,entertainment industry is very much a part 6f _our 
.society, -and must do. its part. , . 

, , I .' '{ 

Perhaps ,the most courageous statement at the summit, 
however, came from representatives of the gun. manufacturers. 
They vowed to b~ part of the solutipn, to work ~ith us,to p~ss' 
sensible 'measures to keep guns 'out of _the hands q,f criminals and 
children .. 

One of the most important measures we agreed on was 
legislat.ion to require background checks at gun shows. In the 
past five years, the,Brady law has stopped more than a quarter 
million felons, fugitives and stalkers froIl).,buying handguns. But 
there's a'loopholein -~he' law,: - tens of thousands' of 'guns are 
sold every year at gun .shows without any background check at all., 

, Last night, a narrow majority of the Senate voted to 
preserve the dangerous'gun show loophole. For the life of me, 
can't figure out how they,d{d it; or 'why they passed up tpis 
chance to save ,lives. - , 

Just last November, over 70 percent of the voters in 

Florida -- nqt generally thought'of as a liberal state voted 

to close the gun show loophole. : 


I ask the "-Senate to reconsider its decision. There is 
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simply no excuse for letting criminals get arms at gun.shows they 
can't get at gun stores. Today, the Senate will have another 
chance to debate. common sense measures that most gun makers and 
sportsmen, and ordinary citizens, would welcome. The American 
people are watching this debate. They care very much about the 
result. 

As we all saw Monday, :the gun manufacturing industry is 
ready to make progress. The country is ready to make progress. 
The Congress should be ready to make progress. We can't expect 
parents, young people and the media to take responsibility if we 
in government aren't willing to do our part. 

Thank 'you very much. 

Q Mr. President, the Kosovo money bill - is it 
getting so loaded down that you,may have to yeto it? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I believe that we're actually 
making progress. I got a report from Mr. Podesta, this morning, 
and I think there is some effort to trim down the bill some and 
to get in position where I can sign it, and I hope it will done 
quickly. We need the funds now, and we need the demonstration of 
support for the' Kosovar refugees and for Macedonia and Albania 
now. It'needs to be done as quickly as possible. And Irm, 
frankly, pretty encouraged this morning. 

Q Do you think the American people understand the 
war, Mr. President? Support for the war seems to be declining, 
according to national polls. 

" THE PRES IDENT : ,'I think they do unders tand it. I ' think 
they understand that 'it is overwhelmingly a humanitarian problem. 
I think they understand that there's a great difference between 
ethnic cleansing and mass slaughter and ethnic conflicts, which 
are so prevalent in other parts of the world. I think they 
understand that this is not something the United States is doing 
alone, but with the strong involvement and leadership of our 
European allies. And I believe they understand that we have an 
interest, in seeing peace and freedom in Europe. 

I think they are probably frustrated that it's not 
already over, but I said in the beginning we have to be prepared 
to pay the price of time. And the mos~ important ~hing is that 
our children will understand it years from now if we stand 
against ethnic cleansing a,nd we can turn the world against it" 
and they will not forgive us years from now if we dq not. 

Q Centra'l American aid, Mr. President? 

Q Are there offsets that you would accept? 

Q Will Yeltsin be impeached? What happens if 
Yeltsin goes? 

Q Central American aid 

THE PRESIDENT: That is there and: I hope we get it. 


END 10 : 3 8 A. M . EDT 
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THE PRESIDEN'l;': Good'morning ladies and gentlemen. I 
have just met with my foreign policy team, but before I'speak on 
the situation in KOsovo, I want to say a few ,~ords about sc:tlool 
violence ~' As all of you know, i,n a few moments I am, leaving for 
Littleton, Colorado where Hillary and I will meet with students 
and families from'Colu~ine High School.', ' 

. . . . . 

, The news thii? morning of "another school shooting, this 
, one in Rockdale County 'in $uburban Atlanta, is: deeply troubling 
to me" as it is,to all,Americans. 

, We thi:mk'God that the injuries to t:he students do 'not 
seem to be, life threat~ning. This incident; again, should 
underscore 'how profoundly important it is that all Americans come 
together in the 'face' of these events to protect ,all of our 
children from violence', "" ' " 

There 'is debate going'on in the $enate today relavant 
to that, and we: must press ahead aggressive1y with the national 
campaign that we met about here a week ago Monday. We have got 

,to do this. 

The, nation~l ~ecurity team has just briefed me on what 
, has been accomplished 'to date in 'Kosovo' by 'the, air campaign" on 
'the progress of our ,diplomacy with our allies ,in Russia, on the 
humanitarian situation on the ground., I want to speak about some 
of the recent developments, but first I'want to 'say 'a word about' 
one person who has been critical to our efforts in KOsovo, and 
indeed, toour'entire national security,program~ I am pleased to 

'announce that I have nominated General Hugh Shelton to a second 

term as Chairman bf the Joint Cheifs of Staff. " 


'< ,fl. . 
Over 'the last two' years he,has provided extraqrdinary 

leadership, unwavering ded,ication to our men and :women in , 
uniform, unstinting,efforts on behalf of military readiness and 

'modernization.. Our nation is fortunate that this critical post 
will continue,~ to be filled by someone of his experience~ abilit'y 
and charactei. ' ' 

Now he 'also ha~, as all of you':havenoticed, ,great 
stature. We were;joking in there a f~w, moments ago, in a 
situati'on that is not' really 'funny i" th~t 'we had a vote about 
~hether I should'renominate General Shelton; and Secretary Cohen, 
Secretary Albright, ,Mr. Berger 'and ,I ,voted for it and he voted 
against it. But we 'overruled him and he's going to serve another 
term. 

" Let me say that our effort :in Kosovo was ,strengthened 
, by the 'vote in the House of,RepresE?ntatives, to approve the 
supplemental 'funding ,we" requested last month. It, 1's,' absolutely 
imperative that the Senate follow suit without delay. The 
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measure will allow us to keep bringing aid to the refugees until 
they go home, to help the neighboring countries feeling the brunt 
of the crisis. Most important, it will give our military what it 
needs to see its mission through while maintaining the readiness 
of our forces around the world. 

As all of you know, there. are some things in the bill 
that I did not support, but it is terribly important that this 
aid be released as soon as possible to those other countries and 
to the refugees, and that we get the support for the military. I 
will sign the bill as soon as it gets here, and it is important 
that it be passed without delay. 

Now, let me again say what we are doing. The refugees 
must go home with security and self government. The Serbian 
forces mu~t leave Kosovo. An international.security force with 
NATO at its core must deploy to protect people of every ethnicity 
and faith in Kosovo: On this, our country is speaking with a 
single voice, as we see by the. strong bipartisan support fo:r:.the 
measure. 

. ' . 
From the beginning we have said that we believe that a 

peaceful resolution that meets these conditions would serve our 
interests, and we will continue to pursue one with our allies and 
with Russia. We will also continue our military campaign until 
the conditions are met. I believe the campaign'is working. Each 
day we hear reports of desertions in the Serbian Army, .dissension 
in Belgrade, unrest in Serbian communities. President Milosevic 
should know that he cannot change the fundament~l terms that we 
have outlined, because they are simply what is required for the 
Kosovars to go home and live in peace. 

Thequest'ion 'is not whether ethnic cleansing will be 
reversed, but how· much of the military will be destroyed because 
of his intransigence along the way? How much damage:will be done 
to Serbia because 6f his delays? NATO is united in our . 
determination to pe~sist as long as it takes to achieve these 
goals. 

Let me just make one other point about Kosovo. In the 
last few,days we have seen more disturbing evidence of the 

.atrocities commi,tted against innocent Kosovars, including some of 
the first photographic proof of massacres of. unarmed people. In 
trying to divert attention from ~hese crimes Serbian forces are 
only committing more by placing civilians around mil.itary 
targets. It's like pushing someone in front of ,an on-coming 
train, and then trying to blame the train for running them over. 
We will not allow this cruel tactic to deceive or divert us from 
our goal. We need to stay focused'and patient in pursuit of our 
simple objective,t6 defend the right of a people to exist on 
t;:heir land without being subject to mass expulsion and mass 
murder. . 

With,continuedsupport from Congress and the American 
people that is exactly what we intend to qo. Thank you very 
much. 

-END­
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