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CLINTON ANNOUNCES MICHIGAN RECEIVES GRANT FROM
TECHNOLOGY LITERACY CHALLENGE FUND
~ President Clinton announced today that Michigan has received a $8.6 million grént that
will help it respond to his call to prepare students for the technological challenges of the 2 Ist
cenfury |

In support of this goal, the pre51dent proposed a $2 bllhon, five-year Technology Literacy
Challenge Fund to help schools use technology to improve teachmg and learming. The president

. has challenged the nation to connect every classroom and library to the Internet by the vear 2000,
and envisions an America \Srhere “education will be every citiz;n’s most prized possession.”

“Our schools will have the highest standards in the world,” President Clinton said. ;‘The
knowledge and power of the Information Age will be within reach not just of the few, but of |
every cléssro’om, evéry library, every child.”

In its first year, the fund totals SZOO million. President Clinton hés requested an increase
to 542.5 million for fiscal year 1998.

According to a recent report by thc deparument’s National Center for Education Statistics,
the numbér of scho;)ls connected to the Intefnet has almost doﬁbled since 1994, while over the
same penod the number of classrooms with a direct link to the Internet has quadrupled.

“We're makmg real progress,” said U. S. Secretary of Education Richard W. Riley. “Sull .
we clearly have a long way to go before we can say that all students have the opportunities that
new technologies can provide. I'm delighted that the FCC [Federal Communications

Comumission] is moving forward to assure that all schools will have affordable access to the
. L_,\ )

Internet.”

.MORE-
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Overall, the ad.ministr#tién‘s proposed FY98 budget réquésts $500 million for educational
technology for the classroom ;- about double the current appropriation -- to invest in hardware,
education software and teacher training. |

“This fund is an investment'ibn our children and their future,” Riley said. “Effective use of
new technologies can broaden and strengthen the curriculum and provide every student with new
fools to explore the world and to master challenging academic work.”

The fund is the administration’s major effort to address the president’s four goals for

educational technology:
. all teachers will be trained to help students leamn through computers and the
information superhighway;
o~ all students and teachers will have access to modem computers;
. all schools and classrooms will be linked 10 the information superhighway; and
e high-quality software and onlme resources will be part of the curriculum in evcry
school.

. “Achieving these goals,” Riley said, “will require new partnerships and hard work, as well
as planning and commitment. Through this fund, we hoi:c to help states and communities move
quickly to bring all students the resources and lleaming opportunities that technology can‘ |
provide.”

Riley said Michigan has.been a leader in building suppoﬁ for education technobgy
amdng, business and industry. Paxtnerships of businesses and schools are éommon in Michigan,
and large companies such as Ameritech and the members of Michigan Business Leaders for
Educatidn EXceller;ce are committed to improving Michigan’s schools, and have identified

i

educational technology as one of the essential components of successful schools.

-MORE-
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Local funding for educational technology also is strong in Michigan. One estimate of
1 996 local bond issues in Michigan puts the amount used for educational technology at |
apprbximatcly $500 million. In making awards to distficts under the Technology Literacy

'Challenge Fund, Michigan will include priorities for high péveny school districts, pooriy
perfonnix.ug séhools‘, and schools with no local dial-up access fo the Internet.

The Technology Literacy Challenge F und was created to help leverage sfatc, Iocgl. and
private sector effpr‘ts to improve ieaching and learning wuh the effective use of technology. It
offers states the épponunity to provide school distﬁcfs - espec:iallyr those with high rates of
poverty -- with funds that will help them meet their most imponaht technology needs.

| Michigan joins Massachusetts, Utah, Washington, Pennsylvania, Illinois, Indiana,
Mississippi, New Mexico, and North Carolina as the first states to receive awards from the
Tecfmology Literacy Challenge Fund. They responded with long-range, statewide technology
plans that included strategies for achieving the administration’s four goals, financing, targeting
, assistancé to.schooll districts that are the most in need, and pldcing technoldgy in the classroom.

Hi#
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Dear Mr. Seaem ;

The Coalition fs dneply gmm to you formeetmgwnh unm:sday noon. Senator Hatfleld was
especially spprecistive ofyourkmdwwds He and Immmgmemymthstaudzmcewhcadmin

you as a person. v
I'went you to know the results of our anrual presidents’ eonference"

1. Ourboardvotedm:mouslytn andmsuthaAEmmmm
and I am instructed to urge all our campusss to join in making the pledge
wuseatlemmKdmumkaMyﬁmmmmng

students mmdmg.

2. When I agked aﬂowpmadmﬂat&ewmuymmmgsmmabmmem
even in light of the hasitation many agsocistions are
expressing, ' 100% of the presidents there votes to suppart tham. We liko a strategy
that reaches'not only the neediest students (and we support mare funding far Pell
- Grants) but also the hard-pressad families who try to save for education and a
Mwmsummm&aﬁam@m

You and the President have boen consistent m your prioriﬂes on education. 1want to help youin any
way I can. , s ?

Thanksa@infortahngﬁenmetommthourpnsxdm
Cordially,

Robert C. Andringa
| President :

'i?
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Mmmcfmm«mwm:g all with wmmuw emmmmwmm
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CORPORATION

November 12, 1996 FOR'NATIONAL

 E§SERVICE
'NOTE TO: GENE SPERLING
FROM: ~ -Steve Waldman, Susan Stroud, and Gary Kowalczyk

SUBJECT: ~ AMERICA READS

At our last meeting you asked that we summarize the activities of the Corporation
" to date and offer some thoughts about a timetable and events that would help promote and
build momentum for this initiative in conjunction with the legislative development process.
Enclosed are some preliminary, very brief materials from the Corporation. We look
forward to the opportunity to discuss them at the next meeting, '

Enclosure

1201 New York Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20525
Telephone 202-606-5000

Getting Things Done.
AmeriCorps, National Service

Learn and Serve America
National Senior Service Corps



HIGHLIGHTS OF CORPORATION ACTIVITIES TO DATE REGARDING

AMERICA READS

1.  PROMOTION

16 STATE TOUR BY HARRIS WOFFORD. Goals are to express
Corporation’s commitment to the initiative, seek public and community

" support, and identify what works. The tour began in October and will be -

completed by December.- [An article is attached from the Charlotte News &

Observer.]

COMMUNICATION TO ALL ORGANIZATIONS AFFILIATED WITH
THE CORPORATION. Sen. Wofford has twice. written to all organizations
affiliated with the Corporation—grantees, sponsors, and State Commissions
(appointed by governors) — about the initiative. The first time he gave an
overview and the second time he urged programs to take advantage of the
added work-study money to improve tutoring efforts.

MEETINGS WITH SOME OF THE KEY STAKEHOLDERS. Harris
and/or key staff have met with: National Association of Student Financial Aid
Administrators, several college Presidents, Campus Compact, the Boards of
the Corporation and the Points of Light Foundation, the Corporation’s
grantees, and State offices in two national conferences. The purpose of these

. meetings was to seek support and advice on how to proceed with

implementation.

2. COMMITMENTS FROM COLLEGE PRESIDENTS AROUND WORK
STUDY

In October, the Executive Council of the 23 campuses of The California State University
endorsed the position that the increased funds should be used to support students working
in community service and service learning positions. The Board of Directors of the
Campus Compact has written to its 550 member college and university presidents urging
them to use the majority of new funds for community service. The Chancellor of the
University of Maryland and the President of the University of Maryland/College Park have
provided strong leadership within the state system for establishing goals significantly
larger than the 5% requirement . The Chancellor of North Carolina Central University has
endorsed the use of the increased funds for community service.

3.

INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT

WORKING WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION. Staff have
begun working together to coordinate reading efforts. We are producing

‘materials for parents and families of children ages birth through five. These



materials will be available by January. We participated:in a day-long meeting
with leading reading organizations. '

¢ REVISING PROGRAM PRIORITIES. The Corporation has revised its
~ priorities for grant making and program support activities this year to support’
the America Reads initiative. :

= Specifically, within the AmeriCorps State and National Direct
programs, the priority was changed to focus on children and youth.
Further priority is given to programs using AmeriCorps Members to
recruit and manage volunteers—the basic strategy of America Reads.
Guidelines have been issued for grants to be awarded this Spring. This
will help redirect some of our activities to increase the number of
AmeriCorps Members supporting the reading of young children prior
to the passage of new legislation/budgets.

= In the AmeriCorps*VISTA program, a priority for the placement of |
new AmeriCorps*VISTAs this year is reading and young:children. We
are already receiving and approving new placements in this area.

= The Corporation’s senior 'service programs will target modest new
funding available this year to programs where seniors tutor and mentor
young children. Grants will be awarded this Spring.

= The Corporation will support new programs next summer focused on
using AmeriCorps Members and volunteers to tutor children. We
anticipate that all AmeriCorps components will participate, including
the National Civilian Community Corps.

¢ CREATING A NETWORK OF EXISTING READING PROGRAMS.
The Corporation met with 60% of its grantees/program sponsors under the
AmeriCorps State and National Direct Programs last week, and will meet with
the remaining 40% next week. - A major purpose is to disseminate information
about successful programs and practices. In November, the Corporation will

- create a separate America Reads List Serve on the Internet to facilitate

networking and communication among these organizations. Further, we have
asked our technical assistance/training contractor to develop resource guides
for communities and organizations supporting tutoring programs, including
material developed with Department of Education programs.



POTENTIAL OPPORTUNITIES
November

LETTER TO COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES. Secretary Riley and Harris
Wofford should sign a letter to college and university presidents urging the use of work
study slots toward the America Reads initiative and serving children generally.

INCLUSION OF CORPORATION STAFF IN LEGISLATIVE PLANNING.
Corporation staff ought to be included in planning with the Education Department
regarding the legislative proposal for America Reads.

December

CHRISTMAS VOLUNTEER WORK. Around Chnstmas President Chnton or Mrs.
Clinton could volunteer with a project helping children.

Janua

INAUGURATION. Following church services in the morning, the Presxdent could jom a
local tutoring program and help tutor young children. ,

STATE OF THE UNION.

" February

March

POTENTIAL FOR A FORUM SPONSORED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION AND THE CORPORATION. This event would bring together experts/
leading practitioners to identify best practices and provide advice on how to accomplish
the America Reads goal. The event could be addressed by the First Lady.

April

PRESIDENTS’ SUMMIT IN PHILADELPHIA (APRIL 29-30). At this event,
several major corporations, religious leaders, presidents of colleges and universities,
mayors, governors, elementary/secondary school officials, and local community leaders
would commit to specific actions to accomplish a series of civic objectwes via citizen
action, including the objectives of America Reads.



~ Other ideas not related to specific dates:

Get commitments from a number of mayors to creaté “Nashville Reads” type
_programs in their respectlve cities.

Get endorsements from the Conference of Mayors and the Natlonal Governors
Association.

Get commitments from alumni associations to match work study slots with non-
means tested financial aid awards so that non-means tested students can do
tutoring.

Get commitments from faith based organizations to provide a substantial portion
of the 1 million vo]unteers.

Get retired volunteers to organize work study programs on their alma mater
campuses. ~ :

- Get State Commissions mformatzon about schools with big work study allotments
" 50 they can match service programs with those schools.

Establish a formal ~indeerdepartmental working group for the reads initiative. This
would recognize the need to focus different programs and interests and maintain

~ them over several years. The idea would be to pull senior levels of the
Corporation, Education, HHS, and OMB together, while also bringing in others
who can contribute (e.g., Labor).
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Teacher Kimberly Dockery explains a voccbulory exercise to Justin Whych left, and Todd Sanders at Cornage
‘Middle School. The Raleigh school may become a model for a nchonol reading program.
PHOTOS §Y LAUREN CRIGLER FOR THE NEWS 8. OBSERVER

Advance guard
scouts for 1deas

BY T'oDD SILBERMAN
\STAFF WRITER

RALEIGH — Official Wash-
ington came calling in the
Triangle on Monday, on the
hunt for a holy grail of sorts:
workable ideas to make good
on President Clinton’s pledge
to get every third-grader in
the nation reading at grade
level by the year 2000.

That job will rest largely
with an army of volunteer
tutors staffing the kinds of
programs on display at Car-
nage Middle School'in

Raleigh and Lillington Ele.

mentary School in Harnett
County, -

The search, whxch will
cover 16 states in the next
few months, is being led by

Harris Wofford, chief of the’

Corporation for National Ser-
vice and formerly a U.S. sen-
ator. Participants in the
agency's best-known pro-
gram, AmeriCorps, are
expected to play a key role in
recruiting and training the
volunteers.

“We’'re kind of doing
research and development,”
Wofford said in a brief inter-

-view during his visit at Car-

nage in southeast Raleigh.
Around him in the school's
cafeteria, several dozen stu-

During what he called o resecrch ond development’
mission, Harris Wofford chats with volunteer Lesley
McClintock, 25, left, and student Shamike Haynes,13.

. dents were busy with open

books and homework, some
getting help from tutors. The
students remain at school
from 2:30 to 5:30 p.m. under
Support Our Students, an

after-school program that
operates at scattered sites
across the state.

“I'm looking for the best

Stz TUTORS, Poct 7B
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- Will Pocher, 12, completes his math homework at Carnage Middle School. Students remain at'school
from 2:30 to 5:30 p.m. as part of Support Our Students, an cﬂer—school program.
?hO'O 3Y LAUREN '?iGLER rOR THE NEWS & OISERVER
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‘pl‘O]eCtS in the country to achieve the prcsxdent s goal,”
Wofford said.

Early in the morning, he was at Lillington Elemen-

tary School, where he observed a Rockin’ Readers pro-

gram that relies on senior citizen volunteers to help
. young students with their reading before the school day.
Later, he stopped at a Wake County Communities in

Schools program that serves children who live at the -

- Heritage Park housing project.
By this time next year, Wofford and his agency hope

to have mobilized 11,000 additional AmeriCorps mem-

bers to help recruit, train and supervise volunteers
for reading programs,
~ While Clinton aides are touting AmenCorps as one
of the adminstration’s success stories, the program is
~ coming under attack by Republicans. Candidate Bob
Dole even took a shot at it during the presidential
debate Sunday.

“If that's one of your successes,” said Dole, *I
wouldn’t speak about it too loudly It's cost about
$27,000 to pay people to volunteer.”

Ultimately, the national reading program is envi- -

sioned to include 1 million tutors to pr_ovxde after-school,

weekend -and summer reading support for 3 mxlhun
children who iag in reading skills

- Currently. about 25,000 pu)ple serve AmeriCorps
nationwide. with about 400 in North Carolina.

Eight of them serve at four Support Our Students
locations in Wake County. all demonstration projects of .
the N.C. Cooperative Extension Service.

Among them is Mitzi Joy. 25, who spent part of Mon-
day afternoon helping Nehe Kalu, a Carnage sixth-
grader, with her advanced math. ,

“It's excellent hands-on expenence sald Joy, who -
is taking a break from her senior year as an education
student at N.C. State University.

- Joy works from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. tutoring students and
helping with enrichment classes. For the yearlong
commitment she receives a stipend of about $150 every
two weeks and about $2.400 that can be applied to stu-
dent loans or tuition.

- Lesley McClintock is starting her second year asan
AmeriCorps member.

“It's compassionate work.” said \IcChntock. 25 and
a graduate of Bard College in New York. “You're help-
ing other people.”

She said reading and the national service seem like

“a logical fit.

“I think AmeriCorps canreally help through tutoring,”
McClintock said. - g



Overview of Literacy Efforts Around the Nation

State governors and school leaders around the country know how important reading and’
writing are. Many are -making reading and Writing a top priority on their agendas:

Governor George Bush Ir. i is wagmg a major campargn in Texas to push
school districts to set and reach higher reading standards, particularly for
elementary school students. "Too many students are getting past the thlrd grade
who can't read " stated State Board of Education Jack Christie.

Governor Pete Wilson of Cahforma has proposed an 8. 5% increase in K-12
spending and has targeted $100 million to rmprove readmg and writing and
other basic skills. .
Neéw York School Chancellor Rudy Crew announced in ‘J'an'uary‘ that he wants
all third graders in the city's schools to read at grade level.

‘In Boston, a major partnership among the School Superintendent commuriity -
orgamzatlons schools, and famllles is READ BOSTON --. promotmg daily
readmg among Boston s chnldren and youth.

In Houston,: the school dlsmct has just completed a community discussion on their
literacy goals and have adopted a balanced approach to reading. San Diego
Unified School District is undertakmg a srmrlar undertaking,

Communities such as Charlotte-Mecklenberg, Denver, and Baltlmore are also
undertaking major initiatives. ' *



. Specific State ahd District Efforts\

Several states are undertaking readmg lnltlatlves-—Callforma, Wlsconsm, and
New York. But the Texas initiative is comprehenswe

Texas Reading Initiative

On January 31 1996, Governor Georgc W. Bush announced a reading initiative. for the
~ state of Texas. Backed by Commissioner Moses and the Texas Education Association
(TEA), the goal of the initiative is that all students will read on grade level by the end
of grade 3 and will continue to read on grade level throughout their schooling.
Readmg is now the state's top educatlon prlonty :

There are ¢1ght key elemcnts to the plan:. -

Increase awareness of students' reading skills levels in K-3
Promote reading programs as priority recipients for Goals 2000 funding
Ask the state legislature to fund a statewide intensive readmg program
Showcase model reading programs
Encourage the Telecommunications Infrastructure Board to support thc readmg
initiative's goal . '
" Encourage the State Board for Educator Cernflcatlon to support thc mltlatlve s
- goal :
Motivate school districts to make pro—rcadmg program decisions
Stimulate private sector initiatives ' '

District Efforts to Promote Reading

Denver, Colorado. The first objective of Denvers strateglc plan is to develop literate
students by focusing instructional resources on literacy.- The district i is promoting
literacy skill development throughout the curriculum and encouraging schools to

~ replicate instructional methods that teach effective literacy skills. The district plans to
have 75 percent of students reading at grade level within‘five years. Each Denver
school wrote a literacy plan that responds to the district objectives; in spring 1995, the
schools reported on their progress. The reports revealed that available staff

- development for principals and teachers has not caught up with the changes being
instituted by the district. In 1995-1996, with school input, the district developed a
"how-to" framework that describes the components of balanced reading programs and
ways to assess whether effective reading occurs in the classroom. Districts can tailor
this framework to site-based needs.

‘Charlotte-Mecklenburg, North Carolina. The interim superintendent has placed a
high priority on literacy development, and that is reflected in a new position statement
about reading and writing curriculum as well as in guidelines for an indistrict grant
program (described elsewhere). According to the current draft of the position



statement, "In early grades, teachers provide instruction in skills such as letter—sound
correspondence (phonics), word analysis, and comprehension strategies.", In studies
across the curriculum in later grades, "students become strategic and independent
communicators by applying reading and writing skills to increasingly difficult
materials." An effective preK-12 literacy program is characterized as one that:

'e  Views reading and writing as processes for constructing _meaning
* ' Integrates communication skills across subject areas ’
o  Assesses student progress frequently
- . Provides differentiated instruction
* - Uses authentic experiences and a wide array of medla
*  Builds on research about best practice
e Involves parents

- The literacy initiative, while building on prior district programs, is relatively new as a
primary focus. Associated program activities and curriculum materials are still under
development

Spokane, Washington. Four schoolwide Title I sites have Family Involvement

- Centers consisting of a two—person staff, a computer lab, a library, a preschool area,
and tutorial programs for parents. The centers provide services to the community and
bring service providers and health department workers into the most disadvantaged
communities. The centers are open evenings and weekends. .

Last year (1994-1995) Bemiss Elementary School, where 83 percent of the students
receive free and reduced-price lunches, launched an innovative literacy and parental -

- involvement program. The school invited parents to participate in a reading and
writing training program at the resource center. The 15 parents that completed the
program then joined members of the school staff in offering basic literacy courses to
other parents. from the school. Parents who worked four hours a week throughout the
year earned quarterly stipends. A similar program will begin this year (1995-1996) at
Holmes Elementary, where 85 percent of the students are eligible for free or reduced-
price lunches. Up to 20 parents are expected to participate in 12 hours of basic
literacy training. Then, if they tutor kids for four hours a week they will receive
stipends at the end of each quarter.

San Diego Unified School District. A joint Task Force for Reading was appointed by
Superintendent Pendleton and Dr. Ann Morey, Dean of Education at San Diego- State
University. This task force has expanded whereby all major stakeholders will be
engaged in a series of focused discussions about student achlevement in readmg, and
about a balanced literacy program. :

San Diego Uniﬁed School District is providintg’} the schools and the community the
opportunity to help set the course for literacy in the district. The reading/language arts



program will be redesigned based on this effort. Thus, a broad representation of the
community is sought in focus groups and town meetings that are being planned w1th
the following short- and long-term purposes:

e To develop .a consensus statement and criteria about what we expect in terms of
~the achievement of student sin literacy and how we can reach this goal through a
balanced literacy program.

'« Based on the above statements and criteria, a group of administrators, teachers and
parents will make an informed decision about the choice of materials for the
language of arts adoption. '

" The public engagement process will precede the selection and review of new textbooks
and materials. ' It is important for all stakeholders t have an opportunity to discuss the
issue of literacy apart from the textbook review process.

As a kick-off, both community and site péoble form throughout San Diego will meet
at the San Diego Convention Center on Thursday, September 19, 1996, to support and
celebrate hteracy in our community.’ The program will run from 4 to 8 p.m.

Houston Independent School District. »Houston,has completed a community wide
process to get agreement on a reading approach for the district. Put together last
spring, the PEER Group, composed of community members, university representatives,
parents, and other interested citizens, met once a week for three months working in an
intensive fashion. A steering committee from the school district worked with the
community group. Governor Bush met with the community group and district
personnel to commend them for their efforts.

Based on the PEER Group recommendations, the district has adopted a balanced
approached to reading, focused on skills and literature. Every school in the district
must follow these guidelines. To prepare schools and teachers for this change, the.
district has trained 1000 K-3 teachers, out of a total 3500 teachers in*these grades, in
the balanced reading approach.

Boston, Massachusetts. READ Boston is a city wide family, school, community
- campaign to increase public awareness about the importance of literacy and to work
towards ensuring that all of Boston's children are reading at grade level by the end
of third grade. . READ Boston was initially launched by Mayor Menino in the fall of
'1995. It is a year-round ten year campaign aimed at strengthening and enhancing
early literacy efforts in Boston. By focusing literacy efforts on developmental stages
of literacy (between birth through eight years of age) READ Boston will help
children acquire foundations in reading that will lead to:

1. Every child being able to read at the appropriate grade level.

2. Positive attitude towards books and readmg

3. Better reading scores.



Boston Community Centers, Boston Public Libraries, Boston Public Schools, Boston
Housmg Authority Developments, community, after-school, preschool programs,

- health care centers, college campuses and others are all designated as local sites
where READ Boston activities take place. The steering committee is composed of a
~ far-reaching blend of community members led by-the mayor: the Boston Public"
Schools Superintendent and representatives from the Boston Globe, Harvard
University, Umverszty of Massachusetts, Boston School Committee, Boston Compact,
Boys and Girls Club of Boston, Boston Partners in Education, Dimock Community
Health Center, United Way, United South End Settlements, and Parents
Umted for Child Care. ‘ -

‘Sckool pnnctpats, teachers, parents, and established .site councils. to identify what is
needed in individual schools. Each individual elementary school has a staff member
- to coordinate on-Stte READ Boston activities and ejforts

READ Boston is privately funded by Manuhfe Financial Corporatzon, and a blend
of przvate and pubkc funds , _ .
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~ President Clinton’s
“America Reads” Challenge

PROPOSAL DESCRIPTION
L 1-Page New Initiative Summary : : | 1

I 4-Page Detailed Background on the New Initiative - 2-8
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PRESIDENT CLINTON’S “AMERICA READS” CHALLENGE
Augusr 27, 1996

“AMERICA READS” CHALLENGE: TO MAKE SURE THAT EVERY CHILD IS LITERATE BY
THE END OF THE 3RD GRADE. Parental Responsibility and Community Responsibility will be the
Backbone of this Effort. Only with a strong, nationwide cffort by all Americans -~ parents, community
groups, religious organizations, teachers, principals, and private sector leadership, will America be able to
mobilize the national effort necessary 10 make sure that all children are reading independently by the end of
the 3rd grade. To help catalyze these efforts, and help community leaders, parents, and cducators across the
country, the President is proposing the $2.75 billion “America Reads” Challenge.

Four Main Components of President Clinton’s “America Reads” Challenge:

1.  Parents As First Teachers Challenge Grants. The President proposes a Parents as First Teachers
Challenge Grant Fund that invests in success by supporting effective, proven efforts that provide
assistance to parents who want t help their children become successful readers by the end of 3rd
grade. $300 million tn grants will be available over 5 years to national and regional groupb as well
as local communities and organizations. ($300 million FY98 - £'Y2002).

1. America’s Reading Corps: Individualized After-School and Summer Tutoring for More Than
3 Million Children in Grades K-3 Who Want and Need It. The President's proposal provides
$2.450 billion to support tutoring efforts. $1.45 billion in net new investments over S years, in
addition to $1 billion already specified in President Clinton’s balanced budget for National Service
pamb?pams will be directed specifically 1o this reading challenge.

* 30,000 Reading Specialists and Voluntecr Coordinators would be funded to help
Communities provide extra reading help hefore and after school and during the summers for

tlhe 20,000 schools with the greatest need — reaching more than 3 million children,

. é{ational Goal To Mobilize 1 Million Tutors. Study after study shows that individualized
tiumring‘ can work 10 raise reading level — particularly when combined with effective in-school
1{eaching and family involvement. Only if all sectors of our national community rise to the
challenge will we be ablc to mobilize the | million tutors necded 1o provide individual attention to

' ?l young children who need reading assistance. With the help of 30,000 coordinators and reading
specialists, along with college work study students and I{%‘ VP Senior Volunieers, the President
{hopes to move the nation towards this goalq :

. ‘Building on the Success of Thousands of Community Programs and National Scrvice.
}Thls initiative builds on the success of community tutoring programs and National Service
\programs like AmeriCorps and RSVP Senior volunteers in developing and coordinating -

J effective tutoring program. 11,000 AmeriCorps members will work in local communities as tutor
fcoardinators 10 assist communitics in their locally-designed reading efforts.
l , \

III. Providing 1 Million 3 and 4 ycar-olds with a Head Start. President Clinton’s balanced budget
includes a major expansion of Head Stait so that it can reach 1 million pre-school children in 2002.

IV. Challenge to Private Sector. This national effort will only be successful if those in the private and
norni-profit sector return to the President’s “America Reads” challenge. This new “America Reads™
initiative builds on Clinton Administration efforts to work with the Privatc Sector in helping our
children learn how to read, such as the “Partnership for Family Involvement in Education” and
“Read*Write*Now.” . @

4
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' PRESIDENT CLINTON’S “AMERICA READS” CHALLENGF
' August 27 1996

“AMERICA READS” CHALLENGE: TO MAKE SURE THAT EVERY CHILD IS LITERATE BY

. THE END OF THE 3RD GRADE. Parental Responsibility and Community Responsibility will be the
Backbone of this Effort. Only with a strong, nationwide effort by all Americans ~ parents, community
groups, religious organizations, teachers, principals, and private sector leadership, will America be able 10
mobilize the national effort necessary 1o make sure that all children are reading independently by the end of
the 3rd grade. To help catalyze these efforts, and help community leaders, parents, and educators across
the country, the President is proposing the $2.75 billion “America Reads” Challenge. :

Four Main Components of President Clinton’s “America Reads” Challenge:

1. Parcnts As First Teachers Challenge Grants

II.  America’s Reading Corps: Individualized After-School and Summer Help
- for More Than 3 Million Children in Grades K—3 Who Want and Need It.

ML Providing One Mxlhon 3 and 4 year olds with a2 Head Start

IV. Challenge to Private Sector.

I. PARENTS AS FIRST TEACHERS CHALLENGE GRANTS From their infants’ earliest days of life,
parents can play a major role as their child's first teacher by talking to them, readmg 1o them, working with
them on reading skills and providing a supportive environment for reading. To empower parents with
information and assistance in reaching their children, the President proposes a Parents as First Teachers
Challenge Grant Fund that invests in success by supporting etfective, proven efforts that provide
assistance to parents who want to hulp their children become successful readers by the end of 3rd grade.
(8300 Million, FY98-2002)

. Wmmm

(1). National and Regional Networks to Share Information on Helping Children Read -
Spurring Activities to Support Parents. Many organizations such as the PTA, Urban League.,
ASPIRA, Girl Scouts, and the American Library Association are already working to support
parents’ efforts to help their children become successful readers. These groups and others like
them have the capacity to develop national and regional networks to share information on how
parents can help their children read better.

Criteria: Grants would be provided to devclop such networks to applicants that:
‘ (1) Have a proven track record of working with parents of young children,
(2) Can demonstrate the likelihood of substantial regional or national impact,
(3) Show the cost-effectiveness of their proposal, and
(4) Coordinate with the private sector and state and local programs that also provxdc
support for parents.

In addition. efforts such as developing the hest research about how children leam, developing -
high quality reading materials for young readers, and public television probrams that help
young children leam to read would be auppurltd

®
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2).  Replicating and Expanding Successful Local Parent as Teacher Efforts: Across the nation there
are many local efforts, often run by non-profits, that have shown success in helping even the most
educationally-disadvantaged parcnts be good tirst teachers to their children and help them to attain
language skills while helping them with their reading. This portion of the challenge grant fund
could go to any state, locality, community group, or non-profit that has a comprehensive plan to
expand or replicate successful models - such as the Home Instruction Program for Preschool
Youngsters (HIPPY) or the Parents as IFirst Teachers (PA'T) program in Missouri.

Criteria. Investing in proven success, the President’s new initiative would support similar local
efforts intended to help parents help their children learn to read by the end of third grade. Grants
would be provided to applicants that:

- (1) Have a proven track record of working with parents on improving their children’s

~ reading; or

(2) Plan to use a model shown to be effective.

(3) Applicants must also demonstrate evidence of commumty support from the prxvatc
sector, schools, and others for their effort; show the cost-effectiveness of their
proposal; and coordinate with siate and local programs that also provide support for

. parents. .

- £

II. AMERICA’S READING CORPS: INDIVIDUALIZED AFTER-SCHOOL AND SUMMER HELP
FOR MORE THAN 3 MILLION CHILDREN IN GRADES K-3 WHO WANT AND NEED IT.
The President's proposal provides $2.430 billion to support volunteer tutoring efforts. $1.425 billion
in net new costs over 5 years along with $1 billion already specified in President Clinton’s balanced
budger for Narional Service participants will support these turoring efforts.

. 30,000 Spéclallsts and Volunteer Coordinators. 30,000 Reading Specialists and Volunteer
Coordinators would be funded to help Communities provide extra reading help after school and during
the summers for the 20,000 schoals with the greatest need -- reaching more than 3 million children.

. Federal support will fund trained reading specialists and tutor coardinators to provide instruction,
organize school and community-based readmg pmgrams and recruit and train volunteers. ($1.200
Bl] ion)

»  National Goal To Mobilize 1 Million Tutors. Study after study shows that individualized tutoring
can work to raise reading levels -- particularly when combined with effective in-school teaching and
family involvement. The President challenges communitics to mobilize | million tutors to provide
individualized atention 1o more than 3 million children whe are behind in reading. Our nation’s
schools, libraries, religious organizations, colleges, and businesses all play a rale in this. 30,000
volunteer coordinators and reading specialists, along with college work smcly students and RSVP
Senior Voluntt:ers will help mobilize this effort. :

¢ Building on the Success of National Servicc. This initiative builds on the success of National
Service programs likc AmeriCorps and RSVP Senior volunteers in developing and coordinating
cffective tutoring program. It would make available approximately 11,000 AmeriCorps members
10 work in local communitics as tutor coordinators 1o assist communities in their locally-designed
reading efforts. In addition, thousands more Foster Grandparents, RSVP Senior Volunteers and
- national service college participants would be available 10 assist in coordinating turoring
programs or provide individualized wutoring. (81 Billion) ‘

®
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* - Process and Criteria: Funds would be provided 10 thes based on their population of children
aged 5-8 as well as poverty. A portion of the funds would be provided the existing independent
bi-partisan State Commissions of Community and National Service. States and the Commissions

“will work together to provide communities the resources 10 promote reading success by the end of
3rd grade.

Communities would have broad Slexibility in how mey destgn their programs, but they will have

1o demonstrate to the state that their efforts:

(1) Target funding to communities and schools in which young students are furthest behmd n
reading;

(2) Focus on providing individualized utoring alter school, weekend or in the summer through
wrained and supervised volunteers and other community resources;

(3) Relate to the in-school reading program; and

(4) Provide information to the public about their strategies for ensuring that children domg least
well in reading would make progress.

Only Applicants with Strong Community Support Need Apply: The assistance of reading
specialist and volunteer coordinators can provide critical help to communities that have decided
they want to have a strong individualized witoring efforts, and where parents and teachers and
the private sector are willing and ready to participate. Only with such strong community
involvement will awards be granted. States and communities must do their part by showing
their commitment to enhancing their reading programs during the regular school day in support
of universal literacy and providing the funding necessary to keep schools or other locations open
after-school, weekends and summers for the mlurmg pro gram and tmnspomng students 10 and
from programs, when appropriate. ,

Communities will develop their tutoring efforts to best meet their local needs and
concerns. It will be up to each community to determine for itself what sort of reading
instruction and materials best meets the needs of its students and where the tutoring should
take place — al a school, a library, a community center or other location. While most tutoring
will be done after-school and in the summers in order to extend rather than replace lcamning
time, communities may conduct other kinds of reading programs where they can show a
proven track record of success. '

ACCOUNTABILITY FOR RESULTS. Every two years the National Assessment of Education Progress
(NAEP) will mcasure the reading performance of 4th graders, showing the nation's and each state's
progress toward meeting the challenge. States will publish their reading scores. Those that fail to show
improvemaent in reading scores over time will be required 10 review and improve Lhcn' rcadmg programs,
and, ultimately, would lose funding if progress is not made. (S’?S million)
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I[I. PROVIDING ONE MILLION 3 AND 4 YEAR OLDS WITH A HEAD START. Studies stress that
literacy problems are best averted with the earliest intervention possible -- including pre-school. President

Clinton’s balanced budget includes a major expansion of Head Start so that it reaches 1 million pre-school
children in 2002. : S : :

. Head Start Works. For more than 30 years, Head Start has been one of our nation's best investments -
in helping low-income parents be their children's first weacher, and in making sure that children start
~ school ready to read and ready to learn. Head Start provides three and four year old children cognitive,
_social and language development, comprehensive health services and healthy meals and nutrition.
Tlead Start also offers parents seeking to improve their circumstances and their children's chances of
success parenting sKiils, support, education and training. A Packard Foundation study released this:
year found that children exposed to early childhood education programs such as Head Start have
higher reading scores, are less likely to be placed into expensive special education classes, and are
- more likely 1o graduate from high school, ‘

. Parcnt Involvement is the Bedrock of Head Start. Last year more than 800,000 Head Start parents
volunteered in their local program. Head Start staff work closely with parents to help them build their
. skills, not only to become berter parents but also to become contributing members of their community.
Parents are taught the importance of reading to their children. When parents have difficulty reading,
Head Start programs work with them to improve their literacy skills.

. Family Literacy is a New Priority in Head Start. Under new standards developed by the Clinton
Administration, family literacy is a new priority in Head Start -- parents will be encouraged even
more to understand what happens in the classroom and to recreate this learning environment at home.

4 America's Child Literacy Challenge Builds on the Strong Foundation Provided by Head Start.
' Through the Head Start Transition Initiative, Head Start programs wil! dedicate at least one part-time
staff person to work with local school systems, parents, child care providers and other members of the
community to make sure children successfully make the transition from Head Start to public school. -

IV. CHALLENGE TO PRIVATE SECTOR. This national effort will only be successful if those in the
private and non-profit sector return 1o the President’s “America Reads™ challenge.

¢ The new “America Reads” initiative builds on Clinton Administration cfforts to work with
the Private Sector.

. Partnership for Family Involvement in Education. Over 700 family, school, community,
employer and religious have joined with Secrotary of Education Richard Riley to create the
Partnership for Family Involvement in Education. Religious organizations representing 75% of
all religiousty affilialed Americans and businesses ranging from giants like John Hancock, IBM,
Marriott and the U.S. Army to small businesses and local chambers of commerce. The
Partnership’s activitics include strengthening al-home activities that éncourage reading,
promoting and adopting family-friendly business practices such as providing leave time 1o
attend parent-teacher conferences and volunteer in schools, and supporting learning
communities through organized before- and after-school and summer activities.

s Read*Write*Now. About 40 businesses, reading associations, community and religious groups
have banded wgether with Secretary of Education Richard Riley to create Read*Wriie*Now
which provided summer reading pariners and materials for almost one million children.  And, a
growing number of states and communities have started their own initiatives to promote
children's reading success, including Texas, California, Charlotte, N.C., Spokane, WA,

Rochester, NY, Orlanda, FL, Boston, MA, Baltimore, MD, and New York, N.Y. @
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WHY A READING INITIATIVE?

READING IS A FUNDAMENTAL SKILL FOR LEARNING AND MANY AMERICAN SCHOOL
CHILDREN HAVE TROUBLE LEARNING HOW TO READ

o In 1994, 40% of 4th grade students failed to attain the basic level of reading on the National
Assessment of Educational Progress. 70% did not attain the proﬁc.xent level. [Source: NAEP 1994 Reading
Report Card for the Nanon and the States]

¢ Although reading problems are particularly severe for disadvantaged students, they are not
limited to this population. 32% of fourth-graders whose parents graduated from college are reading
at or below the basic level. Students who have difficulty reading represent a cross-secuon of
American children. Source: NAEP 1999 Reaaing Repory Card for dic Nation and the Sutca] ’

o Ifa child can’t read well by 3rd grade, chances for later success are significantly diminished. A
focus on reading also can reduce the numbers of children in special education (many of whom have
reading difficulties) and provide critical additional help for the 2.8 million limited English proficient
students. Reading forms the strong foundation needed for school learning, self-sufficiency,

responsible citizenship, and productive employment. [Source: Leurning 1o Read Reuding s Laarn, Natiuns! Qenter 1o Lugrove
the Tools of Educatars, U.S. Depariment of Education, Office of Special Education and Rebabiliative Services, Office of Special Educution Programs.]

® Students who are not reading at grade-leve] are very uhﬁkely to graduate from high school. As
noted by Madden ct al., "Disadvanraged third graders who have failed a grade or who are reading
significantly below grade level are very unlikely to graduate from high school... and will experience

difficulties throughout their school careers.” (Source: Madden i 31, Success For All: Longindinal Effects of a Restracturing
Program tor Inner-City Elomentary Schools, American Educarion Research Journal, 1903 .

® Al children can learn to read at grade-level by‘ the end of the third grade. According to a study
by George Farkas, et al., all children with the capability 1o learn -- judged 10 be over 95 percent of the

student population -- can learn to read at grade-level by the end of the third grade. [Sousce: George Farkas,
Jim Fisther, Keven Vicknair, Ralph Dosher, Can A# Children Leam To Read At Gride-Level By The End of Third Grade?. Sepember 20, 1095] .

® A focus on reading can pay off. Our nation’s 15-year emphasis on students taking higher level math
and science courses is paying off in ongoing improvements in math scores. = Average math SAT
scores are up 7 points since 1992, to their highest level in nearly 25 years. More attention to reading
can stimulate similar reading gains. [Source: NAEP 1992- Trends in Academic Progress, and College Hoard. 8/22/06]

EVERY AMERICAN HAS AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN HELPING ALL CHILDREN TQ READ. |
The evidence is clear: everyone in a young child’s life has an important role in helping young children
learn how to read. ‘

* ,Every parent can help --and must assume the responsibility for helping -- their children
read, for example, by reading with their child 30 minutes a day. Evidence shows that
greater parental support for their child’s literacy success makes a significant difference.

~ According to a new study, Reading Literacy n the Untied States, fourth-grade average reading
scores were 46 points below the national average where principals judged parental involvement
“to be low, but 28 points above the national average where parental involvement was high -- a
difference of 74 points. Even when other factors such as parents” cducation were taken into
account, the phenomenon remaincd. [Source: Rewding Literacy in the Unikg States, U.S. Depsniment of Education, Office

of Educutionsl Research und fmprovement, NCES-96-258] -~ - ‘ - ‘ @
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Only when a rutor provides one-to-one instruction can the level of instruction be customized to -
the student's current performance. Only within this format does the student receive the
customized eye contact, warmth, and positive encouragement and feedback capable of providing
the work incentive and concentrated time-on-task necessary to overcome the fear of failure and

‘low self-esteem that is typical in students who are performing below grade level. (Suurce: George

Farkas, Jim Fischer, Keven Vicknair, Ralph Dosher. Can Al Children lcarn To Raud At Grade-Lavel By The Ead of Third Grade?, Sepember
20, 1995]

Pre-school preparation and family involvement is widely recognized to improve student
performance. Preparing children to learn, both through parent involvement and through pre-

school preparation, plays a crucial role in preventing students from falling bebind. (Soucco: Arthur
Reynolds, 1992. “Medisting Effects of Preschool Intervention.” Eady Cducarion and Development 3:157-170.1 :

Schools can teach to high standards and ensure that no child iéccives a watered-down
curriculum regardless of who they are or where they live. This is particularly important in high
poverty schools and why the Clinton Administration dramatically restructured the Title I

‘program in 1994 1o support the efforts of states and communities 1o develop effective -

schoolwide programs geared to high standards. In addition 10 improving their regular
programs, schools can be supportive of a national reading effort by working with the broader
community, offering facilities after school and dm mg the summer and encouragmg all of their
teachers (o participate. :

Cammunities, public libraries, businesses, civics clubs, religious Institutions, seniors, and
national organizations too can play an essential role in helping reach the reading goal. This
role can include harnessing available resources, establishing connections between all members

~ of the community, and ensuring that every parent has the information and support they nced to

become involved with their children. Everyone -- young and old - also can be a reading tutor.
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EVIDENCE THAT TUTORING WORKS

Research has found that tutoring results in mprovcments in reading comprchensmn, word -
recognition, and studcnt attitudes towards reading

® An ana]ysxs»—conducted by Cohen, Kuhk and Kulik—of 65 pubhshcd studies usmg random o
assignment found significant positive effects of specific tutoring programs on targeted students. The

analysis relied on measurable results, and did not take into account anecdotal Teports. [Cohen, I*A.. Kulik,
LA, & Kulik, CL.C. (1982). Educationa} outcomes of iutoring: A mem-nmxiyst:- of findings. American Educa!mna) Rescarch Journal,
19, 237-248 ]

o Studies have shown that the number of tutoring sessions is directly correlated with the average grade
level pains associated with tutoring for first through third graders. [Farkes, G., Fischer, G, Vickauir. K., &
Dosher, R. (1995). Can 4/ Children Learn To Read At Grude-Level By the End of Third Grade?)

®  Studies of early tutoring have concluded that the attention and feedback of one-on-one tutoring helps
~students overcome the psychological blocks, such as fear of failure and low seif-esteem, that are

associated with below grade-level reading performance. [Wasik, B. & Slavin, R. (1989). Preventing Early Reading
Failure With One.on-One Tutoring: A Review of Five Programs.” Reading Rescarch Quarterly 28:179-200.)

‘@ Surveys of targeted groups of students who are tutored in reading, have shown significant
improvement in students’ motivation 1o read, their sclf confidence as readers, and their views of their

contro] over their reading abilitics. [l.epper. MR., & Chabay, _.W. (1988). Sacializing the intelligent tior: Bringing
cmpathy 0 computer tmors. New Yark: Springer-Verlag; Topping, K., & Whitcly, M. (1990). Parucipant evalualion of parent-tutored

. and pecr-tutored projects in reading. Educarional Rescurch, 3"(3), 14-32 Merrill, D.C,, et al. {1995). lutonng Guided k.armng by
doing. Cognition and Instruction, 13(3), 315-372.)

® A major British study of tutoring—conducted by Topping and Whiteley—examined the progress of
- 2,372 elementary and junior high students who were tutored for an average of 8.6 weeks by a mixture
of parent volunteers, same-age students, and cross-age students. Learners improved at 4.4 times the
normal rate in reading comprehension and 3.3 times the normal raie in word recognition. Four
months after the end of twtoring, the average student was still improving at twice the normal rate in

both comprehension and word recognition. |Topping, K., & Whitcley, M. (1990} Pamupam evaluation of parent-tutorcd
and peer-wutared projects in reading. Educational Research, 32(1), 14-32.]

‘@ An Ohio State Study of 10-12 Rcading Recovery classes-—serving students in the early
- grades—across a variety of schools using various strategics and training methods found that one-on-

one tutoring produced more effective resulls than small group classes. [Reading Recavery: Leurning how lo

make a difference. In D. DeFord, C.A. Lyons, & G.8. Pinncll (Eds.), lsndgce 10 mcrmy Learning from Reading Recovery (pp. 11-35).
Ponsmouth, Nil: [leinemann.]

® In Canada, Brailsford conducted a similar study of 'p,oor reading students in grades 2-6 who received
tutoring 10 minutes each day, five days a week, for 10 weeks. He found that tutored students

- improved at roughly three times the normal rate in both reading comprehension and word recognition.
[Brailsford, A. (Y991). aired Reuding: Positive reaaing practice. Kelowna, British Columbia: Filmwest Associates. ]

®
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PARENTS AS FIRST TEACHERS PROGRAMS HELP K]I)S LEARN MORE

BACKGROUND: Thirty years of research show that preater parent involvement in children’s leamning is a
" critical link to achicving a high quality education for every student. Parent involvement can make a positive
difference in children’s learning when parents do more. Indeed, controllable home factors account for almost
all the differences in average student achievement across states (Paul Barton & Richard Coley, 1992).
Sometimes, however, parents don’t know they have the power to influence their chxld’s learmng For these
parents, the availability of effective parent training programs is key.

Family Literacy, Recent research has demonstrated significant effects of family literacy programs during the
time when families are enrolled and during the years following enrollment. Among the findings in studies
conduocted 'For the Naﬁonal Center for Family Literacy (July 1996)-

»  Families stay enrolled in the programs Ionger than in most adult-focumcl programs, and the attendance
: rate is higher while enrolled;

*  Adults make both important and statistically-significant galns in language and math; :

e Children make gains in developmental areas that are at least three times greater than expected as a result
of normal maturation, and the gains are as high or higher than made by children in child-focused
programs; '

The amount of literacy in the home i increases;
»  Children are ready to enter kindergarten as indicated by judgements of their teachers, and
= A higher percentage of adults achieve GED or high school cettification than in adult-focused programs.

Parents as Teachers (PAT) was launched in 1981 as a public school systcm-opcrated program in Missouri .
and has been replicated in 43 other states. The program’s key features include home visits, group meetings for -
. parents, regular monitoring of children’s health and developmental status, and referral to social service and

other agencies when necessary. Three evaluations of PAT have shown posmve results for bath parents and
children.

Evidence. A 1989 follow-up investigation found that at the end of first grade PAT children scored’
significantly higher than the comparison group on both measures of standardized reading achievement and

math achievement. Sixty-three percent of parents of PAT children versus 37 percent of comparison group
children requested parent-teacher conferences.

. A 1991 evaluation of the PAT program that examined the impact of the program on 400 randomly seleeted
_families in 37 districts found that on measures of parents participation and children outcomes:
. Mothers with less than a high school education attended significantly more group meetings;
.. Child performance at age 3 was significantly higher than natlonal norms on measures of
- achievement and language ability;

. More than one-half of children with observed developmental dclays overcame them by age 3

Home Instraction Program of Preschool Youngsters (FIIPPY USA) is ¢ home-based program for parents of
children four and five years old that provides parents with a two-year curriculum, lesson plans, and materials
to help them teach school readiness skills to their children. HIPPY is clestgned 1o increase the pa.rcms self-
esteem and to improve their children’s cognmvc ability.

Evidence. Today there are 43 HIPPY sites operating in 16 states. Arkansas is deeply commmcd to the HIPPY
program where 31 sites serve 6,000 families. The core HIPPY Program consists of home visits every other
waek by a paraprofessional. On alternate weeks home visits are supplemented by group meetings at a local
elementary school. Parents meet together for discussions of lesson topics and parenting issues.

®‘
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The MegaSkills program was adopted at Sarah Scott Middie School in Terre Haute, Indiana, as part of a broad
strategy to sirengthen family members’ roles in children's learning. Sarah Scott Middle School is one of two
schools from among more than 100,000 public, private, and parochial schools that were invited to participate

~ in the “Swong Families, Strong Schools Most Promising Practices™ competition sponsored by Scholastic, Inc.,
the National Education Goals Panel and Apple Computcr, Inc. The school is located in an arca of moderate to
low income family dwellings, and is regarded as a “safe place” by families whose children attend the school.

Evidence. Each class of 150 students was organized around the [amily concept. Families share a common
area in the building as well as activities and an interdisciplinary corc of teachers. Groups of 15-20 students
woere assigned to each advisory led by a caring advisors to help resolve academic and developmental concerus.
The MegaSkills programs was thus introduced as a lead program with the support from the business
community, school staff, and parents as a means of sustaining family mvoivcmuu in chxldren s learning,

complementmg other efforts undertaken by the school.

James P. Comer's program to include massive parent involvement as a means of achieving dramatic lasting
gains in student academic success. In 1968, Comer and his colleagues at the Yale Child Study Center
launched a long term collaboration with two New Haven schools that were 99 percent Alrican American and
almost entirely low income.

Evidence. During the first five years. both schools attained the best attendance records in the oity and near
grade-level performance. At the same time student behavior problems were reduced significantly. By 1984,
fourth graders in the two schools scored third and fourth highest on the Iowa Test of Basic Skills.

.Joyce Epstein conducted a study of student achievement of 293 third and fifth grade students in 14 classrooms
in Baltimore who took the California Achievement Test in the fall and spring of the 1980-81 school year.

Evidence. Epstein found that “teacher leadershlp in parent involvement in lcammg activities at home
positively and significantly influences change in reading achievement.” (Epstein 1991.) Epstein also found
that parcnts learned more about their child’s instructional programs as a result of improved communications
with the teacher and this had a positive influence on their children’s reading achievement.
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EXPANDING HEAD START TO ONE MILLION
THREE AND FOUR YEAR OLDS

Head Start Helps Children Get Ready to Learn and Ready to Read. For morc than 30 years, Head
Start has been one of our nation's best investments in helping low-income parents be their children's first
teacher, and in making sure that children start school ready 1o read and ready to learn. Head Stant provides
three and four year old children cognitive, social and language development, comprehensive health
services and healthy meals and nutrition. Head Start offers parents seeking to improve their circumstances
and their children's chances of success parenting skills, support, education and training,.

President Clinton's Balanced Budget Expands Hoad Start Participation to 1 Million Three and
Four Year Olds. Today, only 750,000 law-income children and their families - less than hailf of those
who are eligible -- have a chance 1o benefit from Head Start. Under the President's budget plan, by the
year 2002, 1 million of this nation's most dlsadvantaged children and families will have the chance lor a
Head Start.

FY 1997 FY 1998 1Y 1999 FY 2000 FY 2001 FY2002

Funding (3 bn) $3.98 $450°  $4.63 $4.97 $5.31 £5.67
" Enrollment 796,500 834,000 877,000 920,000 960,000 1,000,000

Head Start Works. Research findings overwhelmingly show that Head Start works. Last year, a Packard
Foundation study reviewad nearly 150 seperate studies of the Head Start program and concluded that not
only had the immediate impact of raising reading scores, it had the lasting effect of making students less
likely 10 be held back a grade, less likely 1o be placed in special education classes, and more likely to
graduate from high school. Even later in life, former participants were less likely to go on welfare or enter
the criminal justice system. : '

The Packard Foundation: "Hcad Start Works.... The 144 Studies of Head Stan that are reviewed
in the Packard Journal point to one upassailable conclusion: Head Start - and other early childhood

programs that provide stimulating environments for Icarning, involve parents and link health,

education and social services -- improve poor children's chances.” ("The Futre of Children,” the Packard

Foundarion, 1955}

Parent involvement is the bedrock of Head Start. Last year more than 800,000 Head Start parents
demonstrated their commitment by volunteering in their local program. And they get a great deal in
return: Head Start stafT work closely with parents to help them build their skills, not only to become
better parents but also to become contributing members of their community. Parents are taught the
importance of reading to their children. When parents have difficulty reading, Head Start programs work
with them to nnprovc their literacy skills.

Family Literacy is a ncw priority in Hcad Start. Under new standards developed by the Clinton
Administration, family literacy is a new priority in Head Start -- all parents will be offered training to help
them be involved in their children's education and to help them be their children's first teacher. :

America's Reading Challenge will build on the strong foundation provided by Head Start.
After-school and summer tutoring for young school-age children and for their older siblings and parents
builds on what Head Start begins. Through the Head Start Transition Initiative, Head Start programs will

~ dedicate at least one part-time staff person to work with local school systems, parents, child care providers
and other members of the community to make sure children successfully make the transition from FHead

Start to public school. : R ®
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EXAMPLES OF CHILD LITERACY AND READING TUTORING PROGRAMS

AMERICORPS SLICE CORPS, SIMPSON COUNTY, KENTUCKY
‘Mxke Houston, Project Director (502) 586-2804

In this program, 25 AmenCorps members provided intensive tutoring in reading to 128 second graders.
Over nine months, the students improved their reading comprehension by an average of 2.8 grade levels.
- One-third of the studems improved by more than three grade levels. Members visit each student’s home
every other week to show parents their childron’s reading materials, update them on the child’s academic
progress and offer tips on how 1o help their children read. The key is consistency. AmeriCorps SLICE
members tutor students for the entire school year.

Regarding a second grade student who entered the program as a non-reader, the classroom teacher said:
“[The student] is in his second ycar of being turored by a SLICE Corps member. [.ast year he was very
shy and withdrawn. He was very adept verbally but not so at reading and writing. This year his reading
is better and he really enjoys writing. He's a real worker and seems to enjoy school much more. {The
student’s] parents are very interested in his school progress. They are willing 1o come whencver you call
them an they spend time working with him on his school work. I1e has thn ved on the 1ndw1dual
. attention that only a SLICE Corps member could give him.”

' II!LLIARD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, HOUSTON, TEXAS
- Rufus Allen, Principal (713) 635-3085

Hilliard -- a very high poverty, predominantly African American, urban school -- runs an intensive after
school, weekend and summer school program. And it works. For four afternoons cach week throughout
the school year, six teachers and six to cight parent volunteers work with students on their reading skills -
- emphasizing hands-on activities to reinforce what students learn during the day. The parent voluntoers
~ work closely with and receive training from classroom teachers. Fight Saturday mornings during the.
yoar, 125 students also participate in reading classes led by a ieam of teachers and parents. The students
who participate in these programs also take advantage of a summer school program centered around
thematic units. One special project is the creation of storybooks by and far the students.

_ This approach has resulted in inipmvcd reading scores for the school over the past five years. In the A
spring of 1995, 80 percent of Hilliard third graders met the state’s cxpectations on the state assessment in
. reading, an increase from 20 percent five ycars prior.
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BELMONT COMMUNITY SCHOOL, WORCHESTER, MASSACHUSETTS
John Monfredo, Principal (508) 799-3588

According to Principal John Nonfredo, Belmont Community Schuol is a rcading school. “We sell a
product at our school and that product is reading.” The school, 95% of whose students receive free or ,
reduced lunch, has instituted a schoolwide reading initiativc -- Books and Beyond -- intended to build the
skills and the desire of every child 1o read. From the morning announcements to the after school program,
it does what it can 10 make sure this happcns :

For example, sxxty students attend an after school program that runs three days a week with the help of -
college student volunteer tutors. Special workshops introduce the parents to children’s literature and 10
the school library, where they are welcome to check out books 1o read with their children at home. A
school staff member also works with the parents on how to read with their children. The school
participates in the Books and Beyond Kick-off rally and an end-of-the-year celebration that emphasize
the parent partnership. Every Friday, volunteers from all walks of life--parents, business people, police
officers, fire fighters--come to the school 1o read to the students. ‘The school holds a family literacy
night, a Read-A-Thon, where students, sometimes in their pajamas, gather with their families in the -
school courtyard to read. Since the launching of this initiative. reading scores at the school have
continued to improved. So too has parental involvement and volunieer participation. Most important, -
reading has become fun.

READING ONE-ONE, RISD ACADEMY, RICHARDSON, TEXAS
George Farkas, University of Texas (214) 883-2937

Through a partnership with the University of Texas at Dallas, RISD Academy offers a one-on-one
tutoring program to 1ts at-risk students in grades 2-6, many of whom are limited English proficient. The
_tutors -~ college students and community volunteers -- arc carcfully trained in the tutoring curriculum and
closely supervised by on-site tutor coordinators. They engage students in a variety of activities during
their forty-minute sessions. The program stresses consistency: each student works with no more than two
tutors three to four times a2 week during the school year.

Siudents make very large positive gains through the program -- on average, one grade level in reading
ability over the course of a semester of tutoring through this program. In fact, survey results of teachers
and parents showed that 88% of the teachers and 95% of the parents thought reading skills had indeed
increased. 95% of parcnts thought their child’s interest in reading had increased and 97% thought their
child’s interest in attending school had increased. As one 4th grade teacher remarked “I'm very
impressed with the program. Iam so impressed with one student’s turn around, I withdrew his referral to
Special Education testing... My students love going and more want to go!™
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REACH OUT AND READ PROGRAM, BOSTON CITY HOSPITAL, BOS’I‘ON
MASSACHUSETTS

Kathleen Fitzgerald Rice, Co-Director (617) 534-4763 or
Perri Klass, Co-Director (617) 534-5701

Physicians at Boston City Hospital saw both the need and the opportunity to work on literacy with their -
patients, namely young children from impoverished families. In 1989 they launched the Reach Out and -
Read Program to mcct those needs by integrating literacy development into regular pediatric care for
children ages 6 months to 6 years. The Reach Out and Read Program is co-directed by a pediatrician and .
carly childhood educators and has three companents. In the clinic waiting room, community volunteers -
read 10 the children, engaging their interest while modeling book-related imeractions for the parents. In
the examining room, the doctor looks at a book with the child, assessing the child’s developmental
progress and sharing it with the parent present. At the end of the visit, the child receives a new book to
take home. This gift conveys the importance of reading to both the child and the parent. ROR has big .
plans 1o expand their project, first to 10 other Boston area neighborhood health centers and then
nationwide. A parent commented on the program's effect on her daughter: “I know that by keeping her
nose in books, she’s going 1o be a reader. If she’s a readu she cou\d be a wnter She couid be a doctor,
She could be anything!” :

CABRINI-GREEN TUTORING PROGRAM, CABRINI-GREEN HOUSING DEVELOPMENT,
'CHICAGO, ILLINOIS A |
Phoebe Zoe Kessler, Program Coordinator (312) 467 4980

The only one-to-onc scholastic tutoring organization working with young kids in the Cabrini-Green area,
it serves 500 kids a week and has 480 volunteer tutors. The program operates three nights each week
from 5:30-7pm. Kids are tutored for grades K-6, then graduate and can becomc Junior Assistants who
help volunteers and program staff, peer-tutor younger kids, and help run the library, art, and resource
areas. All wators are volunieers and most are professionals who work in nearby downtown Chicago.
Parents also volunteer in the program. All tutors go through a training and orientation session, take a tour
of the program, speak with program coordinators and veteran tutors before beginning work, and attend
three additional workshops each year. Through its 2-year relationship with Reading is Fundamental, the
program distributes books for the kids, 1ailored to their individual tastes, to take home and 1o keep.
Books are also distributed in conjunction with other events. The program is 31 years old, and its
participants often bridge generations of the same families..

All funding is private and the program relies heavily upon donations. Last year, for example, Scottic
Pippen of the Chicago Bulls ran a RIF fund-raiser for the program which raised $40,000 that is paying for
2 new computers and a library up-grade. The program has only two paid staff members, with the rest of
‘the costs arising from school supplies, buses for field wips, nightly snacks, and other necded aterials.
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" JACKSON, TENNESSEE TUTORING PROGRAM
- Jim England (901) 427-9666

In Jackson, Tennessee, 10 churches have already joined forces with 11 public housing projects to ensure
_ the reading success of the city’s children. Currently, 250 church members tutor 350 children, mostly
elementary students, throughout the city. While the churches design their own programs in accord with

~ their talents and physical facilities, all of the students have progress charts that follow them from church
to church as they move. Volunteers usc the local district’s “Lesson Line” 1o communicate with teachers,
parents, and other tutors and coordinate with the schoo! during the school year. Among those pitching in
are local supermarkets and businesses who have shown their support by donating food for the program.

- According to one of the organizers, the program is entirely volunteer and the cost is neghgible. Many
students and families report that this ttoring program has made a major difference in their lives.
Because of the project’s initial success, 12 other churches are joining the project in the coming year.

PILOT TUTORING PROGRAMS, CAMBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS
_ Jerome Kagan, Professor, Harvard University (617) 495- 3870

In this pilot tutoring program, senior citizen volunteers, ma‘ny of them former teachers, tutor at-risk first |
graders three times a week in forty-five minute sessions -- with significant results. Paid, early childhood
educators provided tutors with training, prior to and during;their service. Through daily tutor logs,
training sessions, and tutor observation, the educator trainers worked closely with the tutors. Tutors
made a special effort to assess initially the skills, needs, and talents of their students, a diverse group of
African Americans, Whites, Haitians, and Asians. One of the student’s classroom teacher remarked:
“[The student’s| frustration level changed, he learned 1o focus, how to handle a book, felt he was a
reader, learned he is an okay kid, learned beginning skills and to like books.” The program showed
significant results on the reading of both words and wext. Sixty three percent of the tutored students
showed major gains in reading text compared with only 30 percent of the control group; 63 percent of the
tutored students gained in a major way in reading words compared with 10 percent of the control groups.
The program was equally effective for children who spokc English as their first language and bilingual
children learning to read English. ,



" AYG~27-96 15:34  From: i ‘ ' : ) R I8 . LW/ dyd JWET Wiy :

EARLY IDENTIFICATION PROGRAM READING C()MMUNITY CITY SCHOOL
DISTRICT, READING, OHIO
Bob Stark, Coordinator of Special Services, Cincinnati, Ohio (513) 483-6739

.51 trained parent volunieers work one-on-one with 79 kindergarteners, over half of the kinderzarteners in
the district, who enter the program bascd on measurements of their pre-literacy skills as well as the
recommendations of their teachers and parents. During the 1995-1996 school year, scores of students
participating in the program increased 29.8 points in visual perception, 19.2 points in fine motor skills,
and 19.3 points in hasic language concepts. In contrast, students not participating in the program had
gains of 5.4 in visual perception, .3 in fine motor skills, and 7.4 in basic langnage concepts. Since its
. Inception in 1987, the program has served 871 children with 9,425 hours of volunteer service. Tutors and
students meet four times a weck in personal sessions that make use of a variety of methods intended to
build pre-literacy skills. This program seeks to set the foundations for literacy before these ai-risk
students fall behind in their reading skills. Tcachers note that by the end of the kindergarten year, the
~ academic performance of program participants nearly matches that of the children who dxd not participate
in the program. ‘

URBAN LEAGUE, DETROIT
Angela Eason, Director (313) 863-0300 Ext 241

125 children, ages 5- 10 , participated in 1hzs summer Read* Write*Now program which focused on
improving computer and literacy skills. High school students received a stipend to mentor the younger
kids who got prizes (i.e. Pizza Hut coupons, etc) for meeting their reading goals. Participanis were pre-
and post-tested and scores improved significantly

Tahulated test stats and description of program mformatlon should be here by Monday this seems 10 be
a very promising design. - :

GROWING TOGETHER, WASHINGTON, D.C.
Teresa Knudson, Executive Director (202) 882-3359

100 students, referred by twelve area schools, receive tutoring six days a week after school and during the
summer. 90 percent of the students show substantial improvement and an increased rate of learning.
After tutor training, community volunteers work onc-on-one with students under the expertise of an
experienced teacher/tutor. Through the program, parents also may get counseling on how to best help
their children. While tutors work with the students on rcadmg skills, they also help students set their own
academic goals. The program boasts widespread community support and involvement. One local
clementary school principal praised the program as follows:.”. . . our children benefited tremendously
from your program. Academic progress is quite evident. Our teachers, parents and counsclors commend
your effort and dedication. Growing Together is definitcly a valuable asset to the community.” '

‘
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PARENTS AS FIRST ”I‘EACHERS’ EXANH’LES

MISSOURI PARTNERSHIP FOR PARFNTING ASSISTANCE LITERACY INVESTMEN T
. FOR TOMORROW (LIFT), ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI '
- Diana 8. Schmidt, Executive Director, LIFT, (314) 421-1970,

- The Missouri Partnership for Parenting Assistancc (MPPA) is a broad based statewide parent education
and assistance program that includes an early childhood component under Missouri’s Parents as First
Teachers Program, a school-age component under Parent Link and a family iteracy component under the
auspices of LIFT (Litcracy Investment for Tomorrow). Launiched in 1981 in Missouri and now

replicated in 43 states nationwide, the key features of Missouri's Parents as First Teachers (PAT)
Program include home visits, group meetings for parents, regular monitoring of children’s health and
developmental status, and referral to social service and other agencies when necessary, To enhance
parents’ ability to nurture and teach their children, PAT services are expanding, with a special focus on
reaching more high need families, expand the program to 3-5 year olds in addition to those ages 0-3, and -
assisting families whose children move from preschool to school. Three evaluations of PAT has shown
positive results for both parents and children. In addition to expanding its Parents as First Teachers
Program, the MPPA is also establishing two new Family literacy centers to offer adult education,

- parenting classes, and Parent as Teacher services. Parents across the state will also have greater accessto

parenting materials, resources and curricula through the expansmn of Parentlink and the 1-800
information hne

- MEGASKILLS TEACHING PROGRAM, HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSE’I‘I‘S
Pauline Carriere, Director, (413)534-2011

Parents meet one evening each week for eight weeks (one session in the Fall, one session in the Spring)
to receive instruction in the Megaskills teaching program developed by Dorothy Rich of the Home and
School Institute, Inc. Childcare is provided and sessions are conducted in English and Spanish by four
Megaskills-certified instructors. Sessions usually serve 20-30 parents (enroliment peaks in the Fall).

One half hour of each one hour session is devotad to small group discussions led by the instructors. The
goal is to improve the parent’s own literacy skills and to provide them with the means and the confidence
to supplement their children’s learning at home. Parents are given books and activities to take home and
use with their children. For many parents this will be their first experience working alongside their

children. The program is widely praised by parents and their evaluations of the program whlch thcy
complete after cach session are very pcsmve
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MILWAUKEE AREA WRITING PROJECT, MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN
Director, James Vopat, (414)547-1211

Responding to the thirty years of research showing the importance of parental involvement both at home
and at school in a child’s school success, the goal of the Milwaukee Area Writing Project is clear:
increasing parental involvement, building a hridge between parents and teachers, and focusing on
improving the achievernent of children. The program -- begun 8 years ago with a grant from the Joyce
Foundation -- is now in 8 schools in thc Milwaukee area and 10 schools in the Chicago. Teachers and
Parents meet in weekly workshops where they discuss the hwracy work being focused on during the
school day and develop a home “application” that parents can use to work with their children at home

The parents try to usc the application (ie., journals etc..) during the week and discuss its success in the
workshop the following week. Groups meet weekly for 6 weeks, then monthly. The program tries to
identify and recruit committed parents who can serve as group co-leaders.

The Program has been able to document its impact through data on auendance, referrals, and
performance on state-testing. In Beloit, Wisconsin, for example, by the end of the first year of the
program, parent involvement had incrcased 128%. In the Hi-Mount Elementary School, Dr. ferome
Blakemore of the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee found that there was a 66% reduction in school
suspensions for children of project parents and an 82% reduction in behavioral problem referrals.
Tardiness reports for children whose parents were involved in the program declined almost 400% (from
110 during the first marking period to 28 during the final marking period).

'

PARENTS FIRST, NASHVILLEREAD, NASHVILLE TENNESSEE
Marilyn Tucker, (615) 255-4982

The success of NashvilleREAD’s mission comes from its mobilization of the public and private sectors
in support of greater literacy services for parents and adult, workplace, and family-based education, For
example, the Parents First project, part of the overall effort, has brought together the Nashville
Metropolitan Public Schools, the United Way of Middle Tennessee and the corporate sector, as well as a
dozen of other partners, to serve families in metropolitan Nashville and Davidson County as well as the
four rural middle Tennessee counties of Robertson, Dickson, Wilson, and Rutherford. The project
provides.parents with information and materials that enhance their efforts to teach and nurture their
children and facilitates parent-to-parent communications through computers statewide, the 1-800 HELLP
LINE, ncwspaper articles, and parenting fairs. The project also provides training and support for parents
that increase their parenting skills and ability to engage their children in home-based leaming acuivities,
and provides training for educational personne! in Head Start, Family Literacy, and compensatory
education programs. Nashville Reads serves as a Goals 2000 Parent information and Resource Center.
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TWILIGHT SCHOOLS, ELK GROVE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT, CALIFORNIA

The Twilight program - based in four Elk Grove clcmerita;ry schools located in high poverty urban and

. rural neighborhoods in Sacramento (CA) County (where over 50 languages are spoken) -- focuses on the

entire family to improve students academic achievement. The program provides after-school workshop
training and leaming programs for parcnts as well as their children ages pre-K through 12 grade. The
program is three nights cach week and three hours a night. 700 children attend the program each night.
Key academic components include a preschool program and a homework tutoring center.  Parcnts
receive training in family literacy, GED preparation, and English as a second language, and child
development. In addition, parent workshops are offered on topics such as nutrition for your child,
parenting skills, the job search, reading strategies for the home, family math, and car and bicycle safety.
They also serve as volunteers in the Twilight program’s preschool component.  All parents who
participate in the twilight program report improvement in their students’ woxk CAT-S scores also have

‘improved.

 EVEN START FAMILY LITERACY PROGRAM SALEM, OREGON

Laurie Cardle, (503) 399-4678

Located at the Family Resource Center at Chemeketa Community College, Salem-Keizer’s Even Start
program serves families with children from birth to age 8. As other Even Start programs, the program
has three interrelated goals, to help parents become full partners in the education of their children, to
assist children in reaching their full potential as learners, and to provide key literacy training for parents.
To meet these goals, Salem-Keizer’s Even Start offers participants a variety of workshops, parenting and
parent education classes, support groups and child carc. From Monday to Thursday cvery week, for
example, participating mothers and their children attend 26 hours of classes; 18 hours of ABE classes at
the college, four hours of parent education/parent support in the resource room, and four hours of PACT
Time during which parents and children engage in interactive learning activities together. The instruciors

‘work to prepare parents to move into other education and training programs and make referrals to the

college's job search center. In the first national evaluation of Even Start, children in this Even Start
program showed gains that exceeded national norms on the “required two ¢hild testings" and parents also
made gains on the GED math and reading tests. Parents also had conszduabk. success in reaching the
goals they established for themselves.
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Acknowledgments: Congressman John Dingell; Senator Carl Levin; Superintendent
Patricia Cole; and two students, Justin Whitney and Nicole Rushman who read to the President
from The Little Engine That Could, ending with the refrain, “I thought I could, I thought I
could” -- then they introduce the President.

Justin...Nicole...I knew you could. You did a great job and we are all very proud of
you. It is great to be here in Wyandotte [WINE DOT]. This is a “can do” city in a “can do”
state and I am happy to be standing up here with some of the most outstanding leaders and
future leaders in America. '

They’re having a great time in Chicago right now. T can’t wait to get there, and I’'m glad
I’'m going on this train trip, because I want all Americans to see what is working all across our
~ country. ’ ‘

Today, we stand on the edge of a new century. A time of great challenge and change,
but, especially, a time of remarkable possibility for all our people. My fellow Americans, I am
as confident as I have ever been that the future ahead is bright, brighter than all the days of our
magnificent past. “I think I can, I think I can” -- that is the spirit that will carry us forward.
That is the spirit that will keep America on the right track to the 21st century!

As we take this trip through the heartland, we are seeing Americans in all walks of life,
mastering our challenges with new solutions based on old values. My Administration set out to
give our people the tools to meet our challenges.

In every city and town of our great land Americans are rising up and coming together to ‘
meet the challenges of our times -- and conquer them. We are doing it in a way that honors our
legacy by protecting our values, but looks to the future by embracing new ideas. It is not a

‘Democratic approach or a Republican approach -- it is a truly American approach.

Every day of this train trip, I want to highlight how Americans are coming together
around our common values: Opportunity for all Americans to build a great future, and
responsibility from all Americans to make the most of it -- the basic bargain of America that
thrives when we come together as a community. Yesterday, we visited Columbus, Ohio where
we talked about people taking responsibility to take back their streets from crime. Tomorrow, I
will be in Kalamazoo to talk about how communities can come together to protect our
environment. Earlier today, I was at the Jeep plant in Toledo, to celebrate expanding opportunity
and to witness the 2 millionth Jeep rolling off the assembly line. I came here to talk with you
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about another kind of opportunity -- the opportunity of an education and why it is so important
in this new era. I will say-more about that in a minute. But first, let me tell you why it is so
important to build a strong economy as the first step to helping us meet all our other challenges.

When I took office, our economy wasn’t creating enough opportunity. Unemployment
was nearly eight percent; the deficit was out of control; new jobs were scarce. Weputa
comprehensive economic plan in place to get the American economy back on track: cutting the
deficit, shrinking government, expanding exports, and investing in our people.

Look at the results: America 1s selling more cars than Japan for the first time in a decade.
The combined rate of inflation, unemployment, and mortgages is the lowest in 30 years. We have
cut the deficit by 60 percent. America has created more than 10 million new jobs -- more than
360,000 right here in Michigan. We cut taxes for 15 million working families, including more
than 390,000 in Michigan. And real hourly wages are starting to rise for the first time in a
decade. '

We have seen recently just how much we can do when we put aside partisan politics and
use common-sense. Last week, I signed bipartisan legislation to reform health care so families
will never again be denied health insurance because a family member is sick; to end welfare as
we know it; and to give 10 million Americans a raise, by increasing the minimum wage.

Now we must extend this season of progress by balancing the budget and meeting one
of the most important challenges we face -- improving the education of our children.

Education has always been one of the crowning values of America. We are a country
that says to its young people -- if you get a good education and work hard, there is nothing
you can not achieve. And as America takes its place in the new global economy, it is clear
that education is more important than ever before. Education is literally the fault line that
separates those who will prosper from those who cannot in the 21st century. That is why over
the last four years, my Administration has spared no effort to improve the quality of American
education and expand the opportunity for all Americans to get the education they need to
succeed.

We strengthened and expanded Head Start. We helped schools raise standards for basic
and advanced skills. We introduced School-to-Work that prepares young people for careers
and college. We created safe, drug-free and disciplined schools. We are putting the future at
the fingertips of every American student by putting computers, and software and teachers who
know how to use them in every classroom in America -- and hooking every school to the
Internet by the dawn of the new century. We proposed $5 billion to help communities repair
broken down schools and build new ones. Direct loans are making it cheaper and easier for
students to borrow the money they need to go to college.

These efforts are beginning to pay off. National math and science scores are up. SAT
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scores are up -- the SAT scores in math are now at a 24-year high. ACT scores have gone up
three times in the last four years. Half of all four-year -olds now attend preschool. And 88
percent of all our young people are completing hlgh school. We are making progress -- but we
must do more.

That is why I have proposed A $10,000 tax deduction for families to help pay for
education after high school. I believe the best tax cut is one that is targeted to education. I
also believe we must make 14 years of education the standard for every American. That is
why I have proposed a $1,500 tax cut for Americans, modeled after Georgia’s successful
HOPE scholarships, to guarantee the first year of tuition at a typical community college, and
the second year if individuals earn it by maintaining a B average.

These efforts will make a difference. But, in the next four years, we must do even
more to make sure America has the best public schools on earth. Why? Because this fall
more children will fill our schools than ever before [51.7 million] and we will see record
enrollments for the next 10 years. We must start by setting high standards and high
expectations for teachers and students. America’s students can be the best in the world, if we
- give them the right standards, the right support and the right environment. This is so
important. All the economic opportunity in the world will not matter unless we have students
who can read and write and think at world-class levels.

The first step our children must make up the ladder of opportunity is to master the
basics. We spent the last decade working hard to improve our national math and science
scores -- and those scores are up. But reading scores for young children have stayed flat.
Now we must make reading a national priority. Reading is the most basic of basics. A child
who never learns to read, will grow into an adult who never has a chance. We know that kids
who learn to read well early get the solid foundation they need to graduate from high school.
They are less likely to drop out, and more likely to become productive citizens. Kids who
learn to read well by the third grade will be the ones who will more likely participate in the
high tech world of the 21st century. Let’s remember, you can’t surf the Internet if you don’t
know how to read.

We have to help our children take this essential first step. Our children should be
reading as soon as possible. But, we must make it our national goal that every American child
should be able to read independently by the third grade. Today, 40 percent of our children are
not learning the basics of reading by 3rd grade. Some learn late; some never really learn at
all. And surprisingly, some of these kids are the children of college graduates. We can do
better -- but only if we all work together in a spirit of community that recognizes that every
child is precious and every child deserves a chance to succeed.

That is why today, I am challenging Americans from all walks of life to make sure
that all our children can read independently by the third grade. I am proposing a $2.5
billion national literacy campaign that must involve every sector of our society --
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businesses, religious institutions, colleges and universities, civic organizations, the media,
the nation’s 16,000 libraries, and individuals, including our senior citizens. Our goal is to
mobilize volunteer coordinators and reading specialists to work with schools, teachers and
parents. Together, they will recruit and train an army of 1 million volunteer tutors who
will provide up to 100 hours of extra reading help, after school and during the summer,
for the millions of children in grades K-3 who are behind in their reading. ’

The first step in fulfilling this goal is to encourage every parent in America to help
their own children learn how to read. Parents are the first teachers our children know -- so
are grandparents. The moments we spend reading to our children are some of the most
precious moments we will ever know. So, I urge every parent in America to take time to
spend time -- turn off the TV and read to your kids at least 30 minutes a day. And make sure
they get a library card. They will get more out of this gift than anything we will ever give
them.

While parents are their children’s primary educators, helping every child become a
successful reader by the end of the third grade is everybody’s business. That’s why my plan
will support effective grassroots efforts that help parents help their children. I am urging every
community to respond to this challenge. We know that there is no problem in America that
has not been solved somewhere -- including poor reading among our young people.

There are some great success stories out there. During the 1995 school year, 25
AmeriCorps members tutored 128 second graders in reading in Simpson County, Kentucky.
With their help, students made almost 3 years of progress in reading comprehension in one
school year. This is a remarkable achievement -- and ‘we need to help communities all over
the country achieve those same results. ‘

. The hard work has to be done at the grassroots level. But communities cannot do this
alone. As they did in Simpson County, the National Service Corps will play a leading role in
helping to recruit and coordinate these tutors. But reading must be everyone’s business.

I want to challenge employers to allow their employees to take time off so they can
volunteer as tutors in schools. I challenge television broadcasters to devote some of the three
hours each week they have already pledged to use for children’s programming to shows
designed to help young children learn to read. And I challenge technology corporations to
develop and make available to libraries, schools and families, high-quality reading software for
young children.

This is the way America has always met its challenges -- people working together in
their communities to protect our values and honor our commitments to each other.

Literacy is not a luxury -- it is basic to expanding opportunity for all our citizens --
especially immigrant children who need this essential tool of citizenship. We have got to meet
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this challenge -- and we have got to do it together. The future of our children and our nation
depends on our success.

I want you all to think about what kind of future you want for your children, about what
kind of country you want America to be in the 21st century. That’s what this election is all
about. Are we going to meet our challenges and protect our values to make the 21st century the
future we want for our children? All across America, people are coming together and saying,
“Yes.” -

New solutions for new challenges -- guided by values as old as America. We’ve got more
to do, and we are going to do it. I look to the future and I am filled with confidence. I want this
train trip to show all Americans what you see every day in Wyandotte -- America is on the right
track to the 21st century!

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless America.
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| ro: The Fresident ~ |FROM:  CamynStaey
' - Nat. Institute for Literacy

Phone - o  |Pnone  (202) 632-1526

Fax Phone o ' Fax Phone _ (202) 632-1512

CcC.

|REMARKS: [ Urgent 0 Foryourreview [] Réply ASAP [] Please Comment
Dear Mr. President: /

Much excitement has been generated by today's Wall St. Journal réport that you will announce.
a proposal oneducation and literacy dunng the train trip. Our phones are nngmg and
education wnters wanting to know what you're planning.

Mike Cohen of your staff has been very helpful to us. We understand that your initiative will |
essentially be that every child will read by grade 3. | also hope you will seize this opportumty to
connect with the larger issue of literacy and lifelong | eammg for all Americans: ,

- Literacy is an intergenerational issue. The best way to help children improve their school
success is to make sure their parents have the basic education they need for a productive life;

-A parent's education level has a direct and measurable impact on their child's school success;
-Tie in your call for two years of community college education beyond high school.

| have attached 2-3 pages of facts about literacy and children, welfare, and employment l ,
hope this is helpful in the preparation of your announcement, and that you will continue to push
for adult literacy along with children’s literacy. : o

Another attachment is a recent poll that shows GOP and swing voters support fundmg for basic
-] skills and vocational education. You can win on this one by promoting literacy as central to

welfare reform. Thanks and good luck! I'll see you in Chicago! W‘m ’ ,
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Literacv The Hldden Solutmn to Soc1al Problems

“[lliteracy is the ball and chain that ties people to poverty v
. ‘ v - Secretary of Education Richard Rxley

Unemployment, crime, gang activity, drug use, and other national problems have one common -
denominator: Low literacy skills. ‘People of all races and income levels with low literacy skills
are: 9 times more likely to drop out of high school, 8 times.more likely to become pregnant out of
wedlock, and 4 times more lzkely to become dependent on welfare.

Chxldren and theracy

» SOCIALPROBLEM: When parents can’t read and write; their children are twice as -
likely as other children to have reading and writing difficulties.
e LITERACY SOLUTION:  When parents participate in a literacy program,. their
children attend school more regularly and improve their grades, test sccres, and
P reading skills.

Welfare and Literzicy

«  SOCIAL PROBLEM: Nearly 70 percent of people on welfare who do not have a high

- school diploma spent more than five years on welfare.

o LITERACY SOLUTION:  Nearly 70 percent of people on welfare who have a high
'school diploma become self-sufficient in less than two years.

Employment and Literacy"

» SOCIAL PROBLEM: About half of the American workforce has reading and writing
_ problems — and the level of skills they need to be productive continues to rise.
« LITERACY SOLUTION: Workers who lack a high school diploma earn a mean
monthly income of $452, while those with a bachelor’s degree eamn $1,829.

Crime and Ltteracy

¢ SOCIAL PROBLEM: Exght out of 10 pnsoners lack a high school dxploma,. and about
75 percent of prisoners are considered functionally illiterate.

e LITERACYSOLUTION: Ninety-three percent of prison wardens surveyed i in 1994
recommended expanding literacy and other education programs for prisoners as
one of the most effective way to ﬁght crime.

To find out more about hteracy programs in your area, call 1—860-228-8813

800 CONNECTICUT AVENUE, N.W., SUITE 200 = WASHINGTON, D.C. 20202-7560
| ' (202) 632-1500 » FAX (202) 632-1512
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FACT SHEET Educatlon & Welfare Reform

- Improving basic educatzon and Itteracy Skills is the key that
unlocks the door to self-suffi c:ency for adult welfare
recipients™ because: o

!

Adult welfare reclplents" generally have low educatton skilis:

-o Welfare recipients age 17-21 read, on average, at the sixth grade level.
 When teens drop out of school, they are likely to drop in to the welfare
system..
. Almost 50 percent of adults on welfare do not have a hlgh school dlploma

Adulit welfare recipients* with low educatlon skills remain on welfare
the longest;. _those with. strong education skills get off welfare

quickly.

e Qver 60 percent of those who spend more than five years on welfare enter
AFDC with less than a high school education.
s Over 65 percent of people on welfare who have a high school diploma or
GED leave welfare and become self-sufficient within two years

People with higher baslc education and hteracy skills work more than
people with low hteracy skills. ;

o Adult welfare recipients* with low literacy skills work 11 weeks per year, on
_ average, compared to 29 weeks for those with strong hteracy skills.

* Two-thirds of AFDC recipients are children; and one elghth of chddren ln the U S. are
suppoded by welfare.

(Sources: “Literacy and Dependehcy: The Literacy Skills of Welfare Recipients in the United
States,” Educational Testing Service, 1995; "Welfare Reform: An Analysis of the Issues,” The
Urban Institute. 1995; “Low Ranking for Poor American Children,” New York Times, 8/14/85))

For more information, contact Alice Johnson at 202/632-1516. E
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Employment & Income of

The education level of adult welfare reclplents is closely linked to

- Welfare Recipients

their income level.

-Adults with low basic education and literacyy skills earn the least. As their

literacy skills improve, the average weekly wages of adult welfare rec:plents

‘increase.

~

-Workers who lack a high school dlploma eam a mean monthly income of '

$452, compared to $1,829 for those with a bachelor‘s degree

Among adults with [ow hteracy skills, 43 percent live in paverty and 17
percent receive food stamps. In contrast, among adults with strong literacy

~ skills, less than five percent live in poverty and ess than one percent receive

food stamps.

-From 1882-1992, the earni ngs of those without a high school di ploma

dropped by 12 percent.

Helping adult welfare recipients improve their basic education
and literacy skills improves our economic competitiveness.

In a recent survey, S0 percent of Fortune 1000 executives expressed concerh
that low literacy is hurting their productivity and profitability.

Low literacy costs the U.S. more than $225 billion a year in lost productivity.

40 million American adults are “semi-literate.” They can read some basic
information; but cannot fecate an intersection.on @ map or read a newspaper

article. Until they improve their basic education and literacy skﬂls, these

: adults cannot effectwelv compete for today’s jobs.

(Sources: "Literacy and Dependency The Literacy Skslls of Welfare Recipients in the United
States,” Educational Testing Secvice, 1385; “Off Welfare, into Work,"” Business Council for
Effective Literacy, 1981; "Welfare Reform and Literacy: Are We Makmg the Connection?”

National Cegter on Adult Literacy, 1994.)

For more :‘nfonnation.‘ contact Alice Jéhnson at. 202/632-1516.

doo4 '
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NEA Courtmg GOP At Conventmn (Cont. fromp.1)

an orgamzamon that is committed to a party,
but rather to issues: children and public edu-
cation,” Kathy Bell, an NEA executive commit-
tee member from Pinellas County, Fla., smd in
an interview here.

A record high 34 NEA members served as
delegates or alternates this week at the '

" Republican National Convention here.

To extend their olive branch, Bell and other
NEA leaders this week attended a luncheon
with Republican governors, held a breakfast
for moderate elected officials and unveiled a

poll on GOP ‘voters’ education posmons (ED,
Aug. 14) (see chart, below).

"We're trying to 'show people that those who
are rank-and-file-members of the Republican
Party are very supportive of public education,"
NEA President-elect Bob Chase said in an in-
famew "We want to build bndges "

' : A Cho:ce Deal?
But NEA will need to compromise on school
choice if it wants to influence the GOP, said ™~

A Rep Steve Gunderson, R—Wm , & senior

(more)

GOP Voters’ Views On Education:

1 7%

Mainrining increasing federnl fnding for

] s0%

,_’ Mmmuwgm«ﬂmnagm o

vocational prograng

] 229

B 75%

] 2%

0%  10%  20%  30%

1 ¥ [ 3 ' b3 1
¥ ; 4 1

40%  50%  60% ' 70%  80%  90%  100%

O Total favor
B Somewhat favor

B Toral oppose
B3 Somewhat oppose

EDecpends/Don't know ESongly oppose
B Scrongly favor

Source: National Education Association, August 1996 (ED, Aug. 14).



- 08/23/86 11:36  B2026321512 _ NAT INST FOR LIT @oos

. . R
I

G

THE ECONOMIC COST OF ILLITERACY

n this age of restructured workplaces flush with new by the National Center for Education Statistics and the
ltcchnologxcs and processes, a troubling business issuc Educational Testing Service. In the same survey, fully half

is emerging: the inability of illitcratc or barely literate of all adults ranked in the bottom two levels of literacy.
workers. m;kccp up, And the pace of change is likely to Among six other nations, the United States ranked

next to last in literacy in a 1995 report by the Organization
for Economic Cooperation & Development, Literacy,
Economy ‘and Socisty. Only Poland had more of its popula-
rs.\mh.mcreasmgly hlgher skills and more tion at the lowest level of literacy; Canada, Germany, the
& c,cudcnce:shows, however, :hat the skills of thhcrlqnds ‘Sweden and Swimertand were well above the

0] Y 'ted'S‘ tes by that measure. Americans did'not shinein |

e
Ssessiment of‘ Educanon
é&fsceady But literacy

pick- up,‘l&;vmg d;zosc with low literacy and basic skills

* eracy levels, while in Canada, Germany HE
.- the. Necherlands. ‘ Swedcn and
FSTiizerland, 60 percent oz, more achxcved
r.thnz;anhng : i
‘ [[I 3 . ":"Extending ﬂx;se mcemanoxjxa{ c_ox31- e
OF::] 'pansonsacrossm mtnesyxelds,‘" Iy,
! e ”éartcnmg results. -n~f§2*u e

*; it AR DY,
one outsof:ﬁ've workcm

e pi'ésem a hidden cost, a drag on
compcuuvencss As compames-

arab \{erages in Gcrmany, chdcn, witzerlan
‘ﬂm@l d’iexlands In mnufacmnng, less than: 50
SE

(P ove:*producuvtty they must simultane-
tify and u_jam workers who lack the skills to

"-ocaxpanst;nél afms such as professionals and techmaans, alsy

have employees who rank at the highest levels of literacy.

pubhc rwources.

o For the.country, low literacy and .inadequate basic skills R
:mpede nauonal economic performance, reduce pro- mecus”a :comna'“es
uctmty'and mcrcase soc;a] COSts. o

Thea:ost of low levels of literacy and inadequate basic

Illﬂeracv _ © skills ol

: 'me SCGBB M= mpames is n'nposslble to calculate precisely; :
: but the:estimates are suaggering. In a recent survey of. .
Mm'e ‘han one:in fie American adulss, or betwccn LU Fortuné: 1000 executives by Opinion Rcscarcl{

A million and 44 fmlhon pcoplc. cannot read a newspaper, Corpora!;;csln, 90 percent reported that low literacy and-’
compute mth fmctmm ‘or decimals, or find a street inter- basic skills problems affect corporate productivity and, .
section ori'a map, the lowest level of literacy (sce 510y, profiuability. In. the fate 19805, the U.S. Department of:
Defining themcy s page 4). Labor estimated that literacy problems in the Southeast

This aiarming finding comes from a nationally repre- region alonc cost nearly $57.2 billion annually. -
sentative sample of adults (age 16 and over), done in 1993 \ ‘
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EDUCATION INITIATIVES: PRESCHOOL AND/OR CHILD LITERACY

OVERVIEW: An NEC/DPC working group involving HHS, Education, Corporation for :
National Service, OMB, and CEA developed three options to help ensure that all children arrive
at school ready to learn and/or are readmg by the end of third grade:

1. A preschool proposal; .
2. A children's literacy. campaign; and
3. A proposal that combincs the two proposals for the ‘same total cost.

All of the proposals could cost as much as $6 bllhon to fully meet our universal goals Yet at
$4 billion over 5 years they are still substantial, and they would still be major proposals at $2-
$3 billion. The lower the cost, however, the more we will have to make clear that we need
contnbutlons from othcrs to meet the universal goals we are setting.

I. PRE-SCHOOL PROPOSAL (costs $4 billion over 5 years)

~ This proposal would help ensure that all children arrive at school ready to learn by cxpanding

the availability of high—quality preschool and by challenging and supporting parents. Consistent
with our theme of lifelong learning, the President's stated goal would be to make two years of

- college and two years of preschool as universal as 12 years of school is today The preschool '

proposal has three componcnts

1. Guarantee at least one year of Head Start to every ehglble and interested child.
Head Start currently serves 750,000 children or 40% of eligible children. The
President's budget would already expand Head Start to 1 million in 2002. With an
additional $2 billion over 5 years, we could serve 1.2 million children and guarantee
one year of Head Start to every eligible and interested child. About half would get a
second year of Head Start as well. »

A Quadruple the number of 0-3 year olds who participate in Early Head Start.
Research indicates that the first few years of a child's life are critical to their future
success. As a result, the 1994 reauthorization of Head Start set-aside a small
percentage of Head Start funding for an Early Head Start program, providing family-
centered and community—based services to poor families with children age 0-3. With
an additional $1 billion over 5 years, This proposal would quadruple the number of
families served from 25,000 in FY96 to 100, 000 funding an additional 1,000 carly

- Head Start programs nationwide.

3. Challenge and Support Parents To Be Their Children's Primary Teacher. The
~ President would challenge every parent to be their children's primary educator by

spending time with their children and reading with them at least 30 minutes each day.
“The President's $500 child tax credit, expanded family and medical leave, and flex—
time proposals could also be highlighted. We would also provide $1 billion over 5
years in challenge grants to encourage states or localities to offer all new parents
voluntary community-based supports modeled after the programs advocated by
Barbara Bush, and Senators Ashcroft and Bond when they were governors of Missouri.




" Pros:

Their program offers home visits to give parents advice. Other programs, such as

HIPPY in Arkansas, provides supports so that parcnts can spend 15-20-minutes each
day engaging their children. . , -

M&Adxmmﬂaﬂgn_&csgthﬁuﬂatu While we have significantly icnreased
funding for Head Start and WIC, we are not preceived as havmg a major preschool
agenda, leaving this area open for others to claim.

- Universal and Innovative. Provides a universal goal of prowdmg evcryonc eligible
_ and interested a year of Head Start, and is innovative because of_its emphasis on 0-3

year olds and on parenting.
Emphasmcs_Eamms Based on parenting programs with blpamsan support

lem_ﬂmLBgnnﬁts_Eadg Pcoplc may point to some research showing that the
benefits from Head Start fade after a few years without better follow—up.
Qmm_ﬂammmi Parenting proposal could be demagogued as govemment
and community intrusion into families, even though it would be voluntary. Although
we could point to the support of Barbara Bush and Senators Bond and Ashcroft, we

" have learned from National Service and Goals 2000 that Republican support for a
. program does not always stop the criticism.

Eatly_H:ad_Stan_pmgmmJ&Quld_slﬂLb_c_tmy; even after this $1 billion expansion, and

research on its effectiveness has not yet been completed, although it was dcmgned
based on research.

II. CHILDREN'S LIT ERACY' CAMPAIGN (costs $4 billiou over 5 years)

The President would propose a national literacy campaign with the goal of ensuring that all
children can read well by the end of third grade. Over 6 million K-3 students are currently
behind in reading, and 40% of 4th grade students in 1994 could not read at a basic level. The
campaign would have four components:

1.

Mobilize 1' million volunteer tutors to provide after-school and summer reading
help for children in grades K-3 behind in reading. Building on the AmeriCorps
program's success in tutoring and recruiting volunteers, we would provide additional
grants to states to give to school districts and communities to hire reading Spcc1allsts
and volunteer coordinators (including National Service members) to organize
community—-based readmg programs, and purchase reading materials. About $200 -
million of the $800 million we requested for the Corporation for National Service
would be set aside for this campaign. Nearly three—quarters of AmeriCorps programs
are already working in schools. Some of thé- additional college work—study slots in

~our budget could also be used. Communities would have to come up with the funds
" to keep schools open after hours or provide altcrnatlve facilities, although many

communities are already domg this.




Pros:

Build a National Commitment to Universal Literacy, m’cludmg"

o Challenge schools to improve their regular reading programs.
‘@ Challenge parents to read with their children at least 30 minutes a day

e Challenge leading software producers to.make high—quality affordable readmg
~ games to help children read by the end ‘of 3rd grade.

e Challenge communities, public libraries, :businesses, civics clubs, seniors, and

national groups —- e.g.. Boys & Girls Club, AARP PTA .—- to organize 200, 000
volunteer tutors to jump start the program.:

" ®  Refocus the Education Departments' drscretlonary competmons to focus on .

readlng to enhance the: v1srb111ty of the llteracy campalgn

- Support Parental Involvement and Commumty Instxtutmns to Help Young

Children Read. The initiative would provrde some limited additional support for
family literacy programs, parent training centers, preschool programs, and for
expanding hbrary hteracy programs. :

Accountablllty Progress would be measured by 4th grade readmg scores on the -
National Assessment of Education Progress (NAEP) with the target of all 4th graders o
reading at a basic level. ‘Some additional funds would be used to provrde annual

. NAEP readlng data at the natlonal and state level

V ﬁoahs_smmghtfon&ari_eonmand_unmrsal to help all children read independently
and well by the end of 3rd grade as measured by the NAEP. If a child can’t read
well by 3rd grade, chances for later success are significantly diminished.
Br;senLandeJQkag It reinforces our ‘commitment to all children learning the -
basics ——.a pnonty of the public’s ——and is consistent with a technology focus (a
child cannot crulse the Internet without knowmg how to read)

- prowdes additional and 1nd1v1duahzed learmng time,
= helps schools stay open aftemoons and weekends and leverage cornmumty
- - schools, v o
.= .addresses the lack of adequate day care,; Chlld carc ‘and posmve after—school
~experiences, and provides additional “safe havens”
- provrde chlldren w1th mentors and adult role models

in classrooms (whrch correlate with low academlc achrevement), and prov1de critical

additional help for the 2.8 million-limited English proficient ‘students.
Builds on the efforts of a number of states ‘and cities (TX CA, CO, GA, Boston,

NYC) who already are focusmg on early readmg

.

Sjaﬁmlaxg. Wrthout the presehool component some will say thls initiative waits -
untll chlldren are too old and that research shows we need to start younger

ahmn_the_efﬁeaemiirﬂe_l_and_mm_eramsehoomegmm Howcvcr we have a

- strong record of actions to strengthen Title I and improve schools overall, and can
make clear that no matter how good the school ‘there will always be a need for
- additional tutormg and parental mvolvement in reading.
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should_bc_pmm;d_lo_’tnlc_LQLnanonalmm However nelther schools nor

‘communities exclusive can mobilize a large-scale initiative to provide after-school

- and summer help for children behind in reading. No matter how good Title I is, there
will always be a need for additional tutoring and parental involvement in reading.
While National Service should be a significant component of the initiative, it is not
suited to produce either the infrastructure or flexibility for a large-scale effort that

: mcludes the majonty of schools and vcry hlghly trained teachcrs and other staff

Howevcr locals not the federal govemment would have control of all program
decisions and good teachers generally use a range of readmg strategies 1nclud1ng
.~ phonics and reading for comprehension. ~ L :

*
, Eﬁocnm:ss_otmmnngwmﬂasnm_bcmﬁwu_dmmm

«  Tutoring programs are often difficult to run and sustain. They depend on volunteers
who may lack training and only make short—term commitments. Mobilizing 1 million
volunteers may also prove unrealistic. However, the initiative would fund paid
reading specialists, full-time, pald tutor coordmators and a strong focus on training to
mitigate these problcms

. Wmma@mmmmkiﬂnﬁ&mblm& We would -

need strong screening and well trained tutor coordlnators to deal with this.

118 COMBINED PRESCHOOL AND LITERACY PROPOSAL FOR A ZERO TO 8
EDUCATION PROPOSAL (costs $3.75 billion over 4 or 5 years)

This proposal would combme scaled-back versions of the preschool and hteracy campalgns,
relying more on challenges and contributions from others to still méet our universal goals. It
could have 5 components or fcwer if some were droppcd or scaled back.

.I, | Quadruple Early Head Start Program for 0-3 Year O!ds As mentioned abovc,

this would cost $1 billion over 5 years, although we could rcducc the cost by only.
doublmg or tnplmg enrollment. ;

2. Expand Head Start to 1 Million Chlldren in 2002 This is alrcady in our budgct
and therefore has no additional cost. -

3. Challenge and Support Parents To Be Their Children's Primary Teacher. As
described above, the President would. challenge every parent to be their children's
primary educator and to read with them at least 30 minutes each day, and would
challenge states to make voluntary parenting education and support available to all
parents. For states that accept, we would provide $1 billion over 5 years in challenge
grants for programs such as those in Missouri. Alternatively, the challenge grant
could be dropped, retaining only the challenge to parents. -

4.  Literacy Campaigh to Provide After-School and Summer School Help for
Children in Grades K-3. As described above, we would launch a major campaign to
mobilize 1 million volunteers to provide extra reading help for millions of children in

- grades K-3 behind in reading. We could reduce the cost to $1.75 billion over 4 years
by phasmg in the funding and targeting assistance to those most in need. The




initiative could be enhanced or the cost‘ further. reduced by u.sing a portion of the
funding requested for the Corporanon for National Service each year. Altﬁmallyﬁlx
we could furthcr reduce the cost by fundmg state literacy campaigns.

5. Build a National Commitment to Umversal Literacy. The President would
challenge schools to improve their regular reading programs; parents to read with their
children at least 30 minutes a day; software producers to make high—quality affordable
reading games; and communities, public libraries, businesses, civics clubs, seniors, and
national groups to orgamzc volunteer tutors. No additional cost.

Thus, a lower cost version of this combined proposal could have a smaller expansmn of
Early Head Start, drop the parenting challcngc grants, and fund state literacy campaigns
rather than a national campalgn

Pros: ' ' ; ‘ .
' Avoids criticisms for not starting early enough or pot following-up on preschool by
" focusing on 0-8 year-olds.

Cons:
. May_nm_pmmdunnngh_ﬁmmml,cﬂhc_mmpmm to havc a universal reach

or significant impact.

'« Goal and focus of the initiative is diluted —— focus on Head Start and supports for

- parents dilutes emphasis on umvcrsal literacy.




PRESIDENT CLINTON HAS RESPONSIBLE, TARGETED TAX CUTS FOR
EDUCATION AND CHILD-REARING -- PAID FOR IN HIS BALANCED BUDGET

San Francisco Chronicle: "Hurray for College Tax Credit...the. government could hardly
make a better investment in the nation’s future. ...And the President deserves praise -- not
‘Dole’s knee-jerk political snecrmg -- for spellmg out precisely how he would pay for the plan
without increasing the deficit." [San Francisco Chronicte, 6/5/96] :

TARGETED TAX CUTS FOR EDUCATION, SAVINGS, AND CHILD-REARING -- WHILE
BALANCING THE BUDGET. These responsible tax reforms encourage investment in education and not
just physical capital, & they are fully paid for with spending cuts and closing corporate tax loopholes in a
budget certified by CBO to reach balance by 2002. CBO: "The President’s budget proposes policies that
CBO estimates would balance the budget by 2002." [Testimony of CBO Director June O'Neil, April 17, 1996}

L $1 500 HOPE Scholarship Tax Cut For College Tuition. $1,500 refundable tax credit for tition in
the first year of college and for the second year if the student earns at. least a B average in the first
year. This $1,500 tax credit will make the average-priced community college free and provide a
downpayment for more expensive schools for families with incomes up to $100.000.

. $10,000 Tuition Tax Deduction for Education and Training at Any Age. Families with incomes up
to $100,000 could .deduct up to $10,000 in tuition, providing a tax cut of up to $2,800 per family. This
deduction could be taken for education and training at any time in order to encourage life-long learning.

«  §$500 Child Tax Credit for Children Under 13. Phased in $500 per child tax credit for families
~ with incomes up to $75,000, p_rdviding tax -relief to 19 million families with 37 million children.

. Expanded IRAs for Education, Retirement, First-time Homeownership. Double the income
limits for IRAs to make 20 million more families eligible for tax-deductible IRA contributions, and
allow penalty-free IRA w1thdrawa£s for education, first home purchases, and major medical expenses
as well as renrernent

PLES OF FAMILIES WHO' BENEFIT FROM CLINTON TAX CUTS:
Family Earning $40,000 With Two Children: ‘ - Taxes Cut $1,000 (3500 per child tax credit)
Ages 2 and 8 ' 7 o -
Family Earning $40,000 With Two Children: : Taxes Cut $2,000 (3500 child tax credit and $1,500
Ages 6 and 19 (1st year college student) HOPE Scholarship)
Family Earning $40,000 With Two Children: - - Taxes Cut 51,250 ($500 child tax credit and Tuition |

Ages 6 and 21 (college senior - $5000 tuition) ' Tax Deduction) 1

]

Millions Of Families Have Already Saved Between $1,000 - $2,000 A Year
In Lower Mortgage Rates, Due In Large Part To President Clinton’s Deficit Reduction Plan

Money Magazine: "Following the President’s early drive.to lower the deficit, the Federal Reserve Board cut
short-term rates while bond traders drove down long-term rates....In all, the rate rollback allowed some 10
million homeowners to save as much as $25 billion by reﬁnancmg their loans, according to David Lereah, the
chief economist at the Mortgage Bankers Assocxatlon [Money August 1996]

New York Times: "The low interest rates not only generated a boom in business. investment but put more
money in the pockets of ordinary Americans. In 1993 alone, six million homeowners. most of them solidly
middle class, refinanced their mortgages because of the lower rates....On a standard 30-year fixed-rate
mortgage of $100,000, for example, the monthly saving was $139 a month, or $1,668 a year. (¥rT. 8/3/9¢]




IMPACT OF CLINTON TAX CUTS FOR EDUCATION AND
CHILD-REARING ON TYPICAL FAMILIES

Family- Earnmg $40,000: With: ,,,Yt)ung Ctiildren: Taxes Cut $1,000
.[Fam11y of: four with-0ne: 3<year: old and one 8-year old]

Federal Income TaX Under Current Law $3,390

- Clinton $500 Tax Credit for Each Child -$1,000
' Total Income Tax ‘ -— $2,390
Total Clinton Tax Cuts A S - -$1,000

NOTE: Under the Presxdent s expanded IRA proposal, this family could also make tax-deductible IRA contributions
~ and could withdraw savings penalty-free for education, to purchase a first Home, or to pay for a major
medical expense. Parents could also deduct up to $10,000 for education and training tuition for themsel ves.
Assumes itemized deduction equal to 18% of income. )

Federal Income Tax Under Current Law ~$3,390

Clinton $500 Child Tax Credit - -$500

Clinton $1,500 HOPE Scholarship - -$1,500
Total Income Tax $1,390
‘Total Clinton Tax Cuts ' : - -$2,000

NOTE: Under the President’s expanded IRA proposal, this family could also make tax-deductible IRA contributions
and could withdraw savings penalty-free for education, to purchase a first home, or to pay for a major
medical expense. Parents could also deduct up to $10,000 for education and trammg tuition for themselves.
Assumes itemized deduction equal to 18% of income.

a““lyEarnmg$4 .0

' [Family. of four with:one:3year - old: and: one: 21-year old’ college senior w1th $5 000 tumon]

“ Federal Income Tax Under Current Law $3,390
Clinton $500 Child Tax Credit -$500
Clinton Tuition Tax Deduction : - -$750
Total Income Tax - $2,140
Total Clinton Tax Cuts : -$1, 250

NOTE: Under the President’s expanded IRA proposal, this farmly could also make tax- deductible {RA contributions
. and could withdraw savings penalty-free for education. to purchase a first home. or to pay for a major
medical expense. Parents could also deduct up 10 SlO 000 for education and trammg tuition tor themselves.
Assumes itemized deduction equal to 18% of income. :




. 48,630 With: I Young Child and 1 College Senior: Taxes Cut $1,950
1ily of 4-with: 1 child ‘in-her-1st-year of college and | college senior with $3.000 tuition|

Federal Income Tax Under Current Law $4.452
Clinton $1,500 college tax credit -$1.500
Clinton $10,000 tuition tax deduction ($3,000 tultlon) -$450 -
Total Income Tax _ $2,502
Total Clinton Tax Cuts - : -$1,950

NO’I‘E£ This family also would be eligible to save tax-free und:er the President’s expanded IRA proposal and to
withdraw savings penalty-free for education, to purchase a first home, or to pay for a major medical

expense. Itemized deduction assumed to be 18% of income.

Freshman Taxes Cut $2, 000

Federal Income Tax Under Current Law .$2,7k1‘5

Clinton $500 Child Tax Credit - -$500
Clinton $1,500 HOPE Scholarship -$1,500
Total Income Tax C $715
Total Clinton Tax Cuts o -$2,000

NOTE: Under the President’s expanded IRA proposal, this family could also make tax-deductible IRA contributions
and could withdraw savings penalty-free for education, to purchase a first home, or to pay for a major -
medical expense. . Parents could also deduct up to $10,000 for education and training wition for themselves.
Assumes standard deduction.

'Family Earning $35,000 With'1- Young: Child‘and 1 College Senior:" Taxes Cut $1,250
[Family of four:with- one 3-year:6ld and:one: 21-year old college senior wnth $5 000 tuition]

Federal Income Tax' Under Curfent Law $2,715

Clinton $500 Child Tax Credit ‘ -$500
Clinton Tuition Tax Deduction -$750
Total Income Tax , $1,465
Total Clinton Tax Cuts -$1,250

NOTE: Under the President’s expanded IRA proposal, this family could also make tax-deductible IRA contributions
and could withdraw savings penalty-free for education, to purchase a first home, or to pay for a major
‘medical expense. Parents could also deduct up to $10 000 for education and training lumon for themselves,
Assumes standard deduction.




PRESIDENT CLINTON vs. BOB DOLE
2 Very Different Approaches To Cutting Taxes

'TAX CUTS FOR EDUCATION AND CHILD-REARING:

»  $1,500 HOPE Scholarship Tax Cut For College Tuition. $1,500 tax cut for lst‘year of tuition & for
the 2nd year if the student earns at least a B average in the -1st year.

. $10,000 Tuition Tax Deduction for Education and Training at Any Age Families could deduct up to
$10,000 in tuition, prowdmg a tax cut of up to $2,800 per family.

. $500 Per Child Tax Credit. $500 per child tax credit for famlhes with children under 13 and with
incomes up to $75,000 -- providing tax relief to 19 million families with 37 million children.

. Expanded Family Savings for Educaﬁon, Retirement, First-Time Homeowriership. 20 million more
families eligible for tax-deductible TRAs and allow penalty-free IRA withdrawals for education, first home
purchases and major medical expenses as well as retirement.

PROVIDING REAL TAX RELIEF FOR WORKING FAMILIES:

Family Earning $40,000 Family Earning $40,000 Family Earning $40,000
2 Children 1 Child & 1 College Freshman 1 Child & 1 College Senior
$1,000 TAX CUT ‘ $2,000 TAX CUT ; $1,250 TAX CUT
($500 Per Child Under 13) {(HOPE Scholarship Tax Cut (Child Tax Credit &
- ' -& $500 Child Tax Cut) - Tuition Tax Deduction;
’ ' : Assumes $5,000 Tuition)

FULLY-PAID-FOR WITHIN BALANCED BUDGET:

«  San Francisco Chrohtcle "The President deserves praise -- not Dole’s knee-jerk political sneermg - for
spelling out precisely how he would pay for the plan without increasing the deficit."{ e/506) -

. Dole Admits He Doesn’t Know How To Pay For It. "We don’t have every dollar worked out." {cBS, This
Morning, 8/12/96]

. Could Blow A Hole In The Deficit. Business Week "[A] 15% tax cut...would cause the annual budget
deficit to balloon."[8/12,96) Newsweek "Dole’s plan risks balloonmg the deficit."[s/1296)

» Dole’s Campaign Co-Chair Sen. D’ Amato Says Medicare Will Be Cut -- But Cuts Will Be Hidden
During the Election. D’Amato: "You can’t just be‘cuﬁing all of discretionary spending....You’re gonna
“have to look at Medicare....I would never say it if | were him [Dole] until after the election. No way. No
way. Absolutely. I mean I’'m not running this year.so I can say it and tell the truth." [Don imus Show, 8/1296]

. Business Week and USA Today Report: Dole’s Plan Would Require Deep Cuts In Discretionary
Areas Such as Education & the Environment. Business Week: "[Alfter inflation, a broad range of
federal programs would have 40% cuts for their operations by 2002."f 8/196) USA Today: "The
implication would be deep cuts in...programs like air traffic control the FBI, the Secret Service, border

patrol, and the Centers of Disease Control." is/6/96]
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THE ROLE OF NA'T1ONAT, SERVICE

Most of the pational service programs run hy the Corporation for National Service hive 4
strong track record helping children. (ur corps members and volunteers serve us tuturs

~ and mentors, set up atter-schaol programs, coordinate service-leaming aclivitics, and get
parents more involved in the education of their children. This is the cure of what we do.

“Nearly three-qnarters of AmenCoxps programs are currenlly working in school réadincss
or schonl success. The Learn and Serve program inobilizes hundreds of thousands of K-
17 and college students in service projects, ofleu serving young children. Among our
Senior Corps programs, the Retired Senior Volunteer 'rogram and Foster Grandparents
work extensively with children.

Because nanonal service programs use innovative, market tested, local modcls, the
results have bee iwpressive, For instance, AmeriCorpe in Simpson County, Kentucky
raised Lhe reading comprehension scorcs of second graders by an average of 2.8 grade
levels. The I Have a Drcam program in Denver found that students working with
AmeriCorps members had a 20 percent higher grade point average than other “dreamers.”

Morcover, the Corporation for National Service emphasizes pmgrams that leverage

- unstipended volunteers. A recent independent evaluation concluded that the average
AmcriCorps member recruits or manages another 17 unpald volunteers. Many generaie
far more than that. Cu‘y Year in one quarter recruited 1,326 volunteers who donaled
11,740 hours of service. Twenty seven Ameri(:omps VISTAs organized K-2 prograus for
48 schools in Oregon. The RSVP program in Lillington, North Carolina organized 15,000
hours of tutonng to 300 children through the “Rockin’ Readers® project. (Scuior
volunteers join kids tor hreakfast in the cafeteria and then read to (iew in rocking chairs
for over an hour.) A service learning program at Harcum College in Pennsylvania has-

. trained inner-city parents to be volunteer tutors iu Uicir children’s classrooms. .

‘t'he Presidént’s FY 1998 proposal fur tie Corporation for National Service is $800
million. We expect we'll get $600 willion in *97. So the President can propose that about
$200 million of the Readiny luitiative be done through AmeriCorps, the National Senior
Service Corps and Lhe service Iéaming programs — without changing the budget
submission.

~ That would wmean another 11,000 AmeriCorps members -~ plus 10,000 college vahinteers,
62,000 RSVP senior voluntcers, and 3,100 Foster Grandparents. The Corparation would
'use our existing administrative structure to distribute the money throngh non-proﬁts state
commissions and state education agencies. However, we muld in each case, earmark tlus
ncw moncy as part of the initiative. :
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Should national service play 2 major role in implemenﬁng the Reading proposal?
PROS: |

It would build on the Most Successful Models -- AmeriCorps and other national service
participants work through non-profits, many of whom have pioneered irmovative
approaches to helping children.. This approach relies on the civil sector rather than

- government. It is activist, without being Big Government..

Aid would not get sxnhoned off by local bureaucracies -- Communities like u';mg service .
| programs because the aid comes in the form of energetic, 1dcahst1c volunteers who work
directly with the chﬂdrcn

It could give a sharper fbgus and higher profile to AmeriCorps -- Most péople associate
AmeriCorps with service but not with helping to solve a particular set of urgent problems.
This would help people see national service as an effective tool for i improving the lives of
their children. And it would allow for another 11,000 AmeriCorps members.

It’s chéaper - Schools would end up paying $20,000 in salary to hire a volunteer
coordinator. AmeriCorps members get about $8,000 plus thé scholarship. (The avérage
total cost for an AmeriCorps member including all overhead, training and evaluation is |
$17,000). Senior and college volunteers cost a fraction of that.

Tt can be done without budgetary offsets — The President’s 1998 budget submission is
roughly $200 million more than the expected appropnanon We can dedzcate that $200
‘million to this initiative.

CONS:

Decentralized structure makes it harder to coordinate activities —Because they would be
" based in local non-profit groups, we would not be able to dictate what the volumeers are
doing. Quahty and approach would vary from project to project.

A perception that nahonal service participants don’t have the proper egpéi‘tise ’—"Al’thou‘gh
our programs have shown that most smart dedicated people can be trained to be tutors,

some may argue that this should be left to the experts.

It will take time before all the resources are deployed — ~ While some Corporamn

programs can move quickly, most operate through a competmve grant process so it
. would not be until 1998 before the full contingent was at work.

 The volatile politics of AmeriCorps — Despite the fact that the Republicans did not target
AmeriCorps in their platform, one never knows when a new assault might come. If that -
happens, the literacy initiative might suffer along with AmeriCorps.
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AMERICA'S READING CHALLENGE: READING SUCCESS FOR ALL CHILDREN

The Universal Goal: to help ail children rcad independently and well by the end of third grade.
After-school & Summer Help For Avy Cbild in Grades K-3 Who Wants And Needs It" ‘

The centerpiece of a universal reading eﬁon would be the eﬁ'ectwe mobilization of I

million volunteer tulors to provide extra reading help — after school and during the ,
swnmers -- Jor the estimated 6.4 million children in grades K-3 behind in reading. Federal
support would be available for the trained reading specialists/tutor coordinators to provide
instruction, organize schoo] and community-based reading programs, and recruit and train
voluntecrs. Statc will receive funds and diswribute them, based on need and program quality,
to school districts and communities. Schools would be challenged to enhance thexr regula:

reading programs.
Other Elements of 8 Reading Campatgn

- 4) Strengthening Parental Involvement and Commuml:v Institutions to He{p Young
Childreri Read: The initiative also would support additional targeted activities essential to
“universal reading success. These include: support for the efforts of pa.rems to help their
children read; enriched preschool opportunities; and library literacy programs

B) Building a Netional Commitment to Universal Literacy: Universal reading sticcess will
depend on changing national norms about reading. Some congrete, visible, and low-cost

" ways to build this commitment include: challenging the technology cammumty to produce
high-quality, affordable, reading software; a conunitment by national orgaxuzatzons — e,
Boys & Girls Club, AARP, PTA — 1o organize 200,000 volunteer tutors to jump start the
prograny; and weekly pages on tips for reading and op-eds by major nzwspapers

C) Aceounfabzlxty 4th grade reading scores on the National Asscssment of Educatzon
Progress (NAEP) will measure progress, with the target of all 4th graders reading at a basic
level. Changes to NAEP would cnable annual reading data st the national and sta:e-lcvel

- Estimated Budget: It would cost $1.4 billion to be able to make 2 credible claim that we are
reaching every child in grades K-3 who needs vxtra help (approximately 6.4 million children) and
 funding approxunatcly one reading specialist/tutor coordinator for each of the 50.000 K-3 schools.
Preserving the initiative’s universality and scale would require at least $1 billion a year: $900 for

the tutoring to reach at least two thirds of the children who need extra help, $75 million for
strengthening parents and community institutions; $14 million for building national conumtmem,
and $11 mullion for NAEP improvements.

Links to National Service: Based on the President’s FY98 proposal of $800 million for National
Service, approximately $200 million could be made available for activitics to support the reading
initiative without changing the budget submission. This.could mean another 11,000 Americorps

- mernbers and thousands of other national service participants to support the rcadmg programis.

Context: This reading initiative builds off continuing efforts by the President and Secretary Rlley B
to improve American cducation with a strong focus on basic hteracy .1t also can support a growing
number of states end communies who have their own reading 1mt1at1ves, including Colorade,
California, Georgia, Boston and NYC. A national literacy campaign would not only focus national

. aftention on reading. but be 2 down payment on a long-terin national commitment to change the
educational culrure and i improve the educational success of every child. '
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There are so many ways one can serve one’s country. The highest form of service is the Armed
Forces. Those who join the military know they will develop good skills and eamn a college
scholarship — but they also know that at any moment, they may put their hves at risk to defend
our country and its values.

Bob Dole is;righ't. He sacrificed in a way that I didn’t. He gave of himself so profoundly that
regardless of what one thinks of what he did in his long political career, his nation owes him an
enormous debt of gratitude for what he did as a young man. :

There are, of course, other ways Americans today can and do give significant sustained service to

@o062/002

_ country and community. Young men and women who join the Jesuit Volunteer Corps give a full E

year of their lives, at poverty living allowances to work with the poor, Others change lives one at

* atime through committed volunteer work with the young — Big Brothers, Big Sisters, YMCAs.
Senior citizens in programs like Senior Companions, Foster Grandparents and RSVPs prove
every day that far from being burdens on society, they can be a great a resource.

Some colleges have taken work study jobs and told young people that if they would rather serve
~ their way through school by tutoring in second grader instead of shelving books in the library,

~ they could do so. Peace Corps volunteers not only help the poor in 3* world countries to develop -

their economies — which is, of course, good for us — but they act as America’s greatest good will
ambassadors. One of the first things Nelson Mandella asked for when he took over in South
Afnca was Peace Corps volunteers [ck]

And the there is AmeriCorps. I am so proud of the 45,000 young people who have gone to work
in their communities, often working hand-in-hand with the country’s outstanding charitable
groups like Red Cross and Habitat for Humanity. This programs shows how government can

help without getting in the way. Instead of funding government bureaucracies, AmenCorps
gives opportunities to energetic young people to work directly in schools, police stations, or
cleaning up rivers. In one county in Kentucky, AmeriCorps members — working with teachers,

~ students and parents -- helped raise the reading scores of second graders by almost three grade

levels. Just imagine if we could do that in every school in this country. In exchange, these
ArmeriCorps members have earned scholarshlps for higher education. Thmk of what a good
bargam that is for our country : :

One of the side effects of the Cold War’s end is that it has given fewer Americans an opportumty
_ to serve. There are now 200,000 fewer slots in the all-volunteer Army than there were just in
1976.

If we can agree on nothmg else let us all agree to work toward a day when anvone who wants to

" sérve their country in exchange for college aid will be able to do so.

' Whether it’s through the Armed Forces, ArnenCorps, rehglous service, or college work study,
. those who want to dedicate a year or two or three to intense service, should have that.
“opportunity. Nothing would more dramatically transform the civic ethic of this country — and
‘ nottung would help us to so effectively solve our problems. Let’s make voluntary full-tlme
serv1ce arite of passage for every young Amencan



