Chtc 190 Schools Set Standard
In 1ns1stmg‘5tud'ents Perform

HEEE Bynmxmrmson L )

CHICAGO June 5 — Students

; who sKip. classes or slough pff

homework often seem to srnlrk at

- _their eanperated teache"s. as if
". to say, What ¢an you do to me"
“The Chicago public school sys-_ '
temn has an-:answer that is-getting
" the attentlon of students in a blg\
-way: flunk you.: . -
About’ one-quannr of the elght.b P

-graders .in the Chicago system
. i were told this week that they

would not be ‘allowed-to graduate

- “from elementary school on ume_
" because they had failed to master
- the required material, They. must-
~‘attend classes during. the sum-
~‘'mer and then pass a standardized
test, or repeat the eighth grade. .-
Among ninth graders a SImllar‘-- ’
' requirement will fall on ‘a: stag-\

gering 48 percent

. The Ch:cago system, pllloned a
decade ago. as the worst in the

“hation, has become perhaps the
boldest expenmenter of a wough-

1" ened, back-to-basics approach. |

“Everybody is passing tougher

sta.nd'ards, but Chicago is actually

holding, students to them,” said -
Kathy “Christie, 'a spokeswoman.

for the Educaunn Commission of

the States. “They rea little ahead :
of the game.  We're .going to be"

" -seeing a lof of this around the

... .country inthe next year or two,” -
| Judging the Chicago schools to.

-bein desperate straits, the Nlinois.

. |, Legislature in 1995 gave broad
"1 powers over the system to Mayor :

Richard - M.. Daley. The Mayor

" chose one of his top aides, Paui
‘Vallas, to head the schools, nam-

ing him chlef executive officer,’ a

title intended to connote. the trans- .

formation of a leaden bureaucra

‘cy-into & mmble, resultsonemed

business. A e

Now in hlS second year leading -

~'the nation’s ‘third-largest school

system, Mr. Vailas has put stu

.. dents and. admrmstrators alike- on
" | notice that they are expected to -

. do better. More than 100. schools

.+ have been put on academic: proba- .
" tion, Wwith demands to 1mprove"': .

 t6st scores or-bear consequences.

" More than; a dozen’ principals

! have been removed from schools s
., | where students were pertormmg o
".-poarly. i
.+ And students have learned; that
*.the,-schools * were not bluffing:

.+ .!'social promations,” the: custum .
* i of promoting students even when '
" . they-fail 1o do the work, solely to

when they announced the end of

~‘keep them with their peer. group

* Last year, when about 25 percent s

of eighth graders were requlred
" 10 attend summer school, they.

da

_: were rionetheless aliowed to par-
. | ticipate, in the June graduat:on
* .'ceremonies; This year, the cere-
.. monies wm exclude fa:lmg stu-

A-dents. . . '

- approach in New York City, for
. instance,
. automatically "promoted’

‘The policy against soc:al pro- .
rnotmus stands .in contrast-to the

where students  are
eighth grade to ninth once they

- hiave reached the age of 16, even if

- they" have faxled ‘most of theéir -

_;sub]ects The New- York policy,’
:however. is currently being re- _
viewed | by -Schools Chancellor
Rudy Crew his aides say. -

" Here in Chicago, Mr. Vallasde~ L

‘plores social prumouons as “edu- -
cational: malpractice,”| arguing
that schools set up youths for bit-

. ter fallure by ‘promoting those

whu lack the proper’ skllls “How
Contmued on Page A29 |
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‘many.of these young peoplc became R

dropouts°" he said. “How many be-.
. came members of street: ga.ngs or
" public aid-recipients? | .
“What's wrong with havmg chil |

“dren Spend another year or two in -
elementary . schoel'«‘ What's wrong

with takmg five or six years to get -

through lngh school, if that s whay It

takes to get them prepared'-‘ Why "
force all |Iuds through school on the_

‘same.schedule?” .
To graduate from the etghth

grader, on the Iowa. Test -of Basic
Skitls. Students required to attend

. sumimer’ school take the' Iowa Test
again. 1If they fa:l they’repeat the _

-elghth grade. .

.Of ‘the| 7,400 eighth graders re-
i quired toltake ‘summer classes last
year,. .about 1,600 needed to repeat
“ithe grade| Sincethe number of eighth

| graders going to school trus summer

will be’ about the same as last sum.
mer and smce the the ; muumum ‘test

score is hlgher now than it was then, .
_Mp-\(allas expects tbat 2 PDp to 2,500
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1ghth graders w:ll need to repeat.

; Judging from the scores on stand- -
ard:zed tests .administered’ ‘to-all -

- elghth graders, the approach seems
* to be working. Of the 473 elementary . ‘

" schools, 383 had better math scores -

' this year than last year, and 271 had

‘better reading scores. Improvement

in scores was -also recorded ai the ’

-vast majority of schools that had .
- -been placéd on'probation a year ear- . -
" lier. Still, only about a third of Chi-
_cago students' test at the nationa.l'-
-.average or above. S o
Enroliment in summer school will o
- swell this year because the require- =
“ment is being 1mposed on failing. -
" . ninth graders for the.first time.-

School officials say that’ the -sum- :

‘mer’s costs will amount to $40 mil- -

lion but that there will bé no need for

" an increase in their ‘annual budget, of . EE
— roughly $3' billion, since- they have
' carefu!ly pared other expenses. .

‘Teachers say they strongly sup- '

_port the changes. .
“One of the most difficult thmgs o

for-a teacher is to motivate students

. to'take the material seriously,” said . s
''Matt Gandal, assistant director for- =
education at the American- Federa-' .

tion of Teachers. "§tudents ‘are pret- -

grade, Chlcagu students need to at- .
tain a new minimum score of 7.0; the
standard for a- begmnmg ‘seventh .

‘to'work hard at, and what they don't..

" 'Thé very real possipility that a stu-

‘deént might be held-pack, that gives

. the teachers much more Ieverage in'_ v
" the classroom.” ¥ o
" ~"When failing enghth graders were
‘told earlier this week that théy would
.not'be a!lowed to participate in grad- .

" uation ceremonies — a consequerice

" they had been warned about since

the start of the school ‘year ~ many

broke down in tears ancl bitterness. . -

-*1 wanted -t0 walk ‘across that -

'graduatlon stage, have everybody

look at me,” said William Beaver, a°

". lanky 13-year-old South Sider whose |

test scores had fallen short. ““I was

pretty upset, but not as bad as some g

of them. Some of the kids were cry-
mg, ‘even t.hrowmg desks around.”

.To help failing students cope with
‘the bad’'news, counselors and teach- = -
ers”at Von Humboldt Elementary '

‘School formed ‘‘minicrisis teams™ R

~ that soothed and encouraged them, .’

said the principal, Christ Kalamatas.

" "We assured them, ‘You're going -
.. to-make it,"” said Mr. ‘Kalamatas,
- whose students, on'the near North- -

west Side, are black and-Hispanic, : .
virtually all of them living- u'_l pov-

L eny o ‘Just do your best.’ g

w Lork umcs

, FRIDAY ]UNE 6, 1997

1
I
| | o

iwhat they have -


http:teacher.is
http:1','-roughly.sa
http:averag~.or
http:theei.J.th
http:st~ds.inc'ontt;as~.tO

WHITEWATER RPLE
SPLITLS, LAWYERS

Issue ls Protectson 01 Notes';

- From Mrs Clmton s Talks

\By STEPHEN LABATON o
© WASHINGTON,. .Tune 5 — After -

"-. "heavy lobbying from both the Whité

*-House and thé Whitewater independ-

ent caurlsel “the- Justlce Department

is deeply divided over whether to-

.back the President or the prosecutor .

in the Supreme Court.case involving .

- Government lawyers' notes of con-
- versations™ with” Hillary Rodham’
- Clinton, officials at Lhe Jusuce De-

' partment said tnday

Lawyers. in the departmem's civil |
.chvnsron are arguing that the Justice

- -Departmént should protect the. notes ;
.. from. scrutiny, ' taking the - Wmte

House side that such notes are pro-
tected by~ attorney-client privilege.

. Criminal prosecutors: contend that
. the Justice Department should bacK |
“the

independent’ counsel against .
Pre51dem Clinton. -

The department’s 'ultimate _posi-

' tion- is - significant for two. reasons.

Lawvyers involved in the case say the
Supreme Court would be more: likely
to hear Mr. Clinton's appeal of the
grand jury- order to produce” the .

White House lawyers’ notes if the_-

department recommended review :

_"by the Court.

"case.could have a significant effect
- on how the Justice Department per- ..

AAn addmon‘ the outcome of the

forms its central functions: making .
criminal cases,. representing the
Uriited States as either. plaintiff or .
defendant in thousands: of civil law-

suits, -and praviding legal advice to-
the’ White House and scores of Fed-

a i ‘. "against ‘the lawyer-cllent privilege
. asserted by -the White House Those

Qontiﬁu'ed on Page Azq L
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Those three m1551ons have come

. into sharp conflict because_of ‘the
© questions’ posed by the case, and -

have led to deep divisions among the
departmem s lawyers over how to
proceed. Criminal prosecutors at the .

- - .department have come to see the

issue along the. lines of the White--
.water independent counsel, Those:

prosecutors declare that a broad .

privilege could permit Government.
" -officials 1o use Government lawyers;

to shield conduct that is under crimi-
nal- mvestlgauon
"Other Justice Department law

" yers, whose jobs are to defend the

‘United . States in court or provide

legal advice to the agencies, support - -
.the White House. Those iawyers con-
: ‘tend that & precedent for turning . .
* over the notes wouid make it harder -

for Govemment lawyers to prov:de : e
conf1dent1a1 legal advnce to then' cl:—l

"ents.

The case arrived at the Supreme :
Court last month after the White .

House refused t¢- comply ‘with 'a.

. grand jury subpoena seeking notesof
. conversations '
“mattéis- between ‘White House -law-

about . Whitewater

.. yers and ‘Mrs. Clinton, The grand

jury action was upheld by.a Federal

appeals court two months ago.

‘One 'set ‘of notes was taken at a. -
July 11, 1995, meetmg at which the =
lawyers and Mrs. Clinton discussed

the circumstances surrounding the
.death .of the White -House deputy
counsel, Vincent W._ Foster' Jr. A sec-

ond set was taken during breaks -
from Mrs. Clinton’s appearance be- .- . "
fore a grand jury last year. The' - - -

“grand jury has been examining the- = -

mysterious emergence of copies of
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“ billing records from Mrs. Clinton’s - -

former law firm in the residence of .

‘the White House more than a year

after they . were ‘subpoénaed by'_'-

Whltewater prosecutors.
- In recent weeks, White House law-
yers and Whitewater prosecutors

have met with Justice Department )

| officials to: seek their support. .
Officidls say the civil division of

_the-"'-Justice ~Department has en-,

‘dorsed the White House's position:

_They said lawyers were concerned’

‘that-the precedent laid.down by the

- Itor'-General,, Waltef . E ‘Dellinger, . B
“and the acting head:of "the Office of-
. Legal Counsel, Béth Nolan, have re-

- Federal appeals court could be used .

to erode the lawyer-client prmlege'
" in civil cases in which the division's -
lawyers are representing elther the
plaintiff or defendant. There is also.
concern that the appeals court ruling
striking down the use of the privilege

“ing a decision. The Deputy Attorney - . .

General, -the Solicitor General and”

the heads of the criminal division

and the. Office of Legal Counsel are

all officials who have‘not been con—_ L

firmed by the -Senate.s7 " .
The case has prompted severa.l top

" officials -with did- ties o the” White

House to step aside. ThéActing Solic-

cused themselves because they were .
once White Hduse lawyers. o
- The . decision..of what. position. to

" take falls to Mr. Dellinger’s deputy,”

would make it harder for Justice -

" Department lawyers to provide can-

did legal advice to the White House -

and other Federal. -agencies:

.-Al the same time, lawyers in the .

cnmmal -'division . _have. argued

Seth Waxman, who is also the Actmg
Deputy Attorney General and is un-
der ‘consideration by the ‘White

"House for a nomination to a top-level

position at'the Justice Départment. -

.Lawyers working for the White |
" House and the. mdependent counsel’s

office said in recent interviews that

'Mr. Waxman was .in. an unenviable

" position. To the extent he’ supports

. the’ White House, he could alienate: '

- prosecutors fear that any broad pnv—' :

. ilegewould make it more difficult to

conduét . investigations ‘and - bring

. cases, particularly. p'ubHc corruption
"cases involving - Government  offi- .
cials. They.are also concerned that a

-ruling upholdmg a lawyer-client

_privilege in such investigations could. .

‘restrict the current obligation of all
: Justice Department lawyers to. re-
port any information they. Iearn of
' possibte.criminal activity.

“to decide, what position it-will take in

the case, and in.recent days, depart- -

ment’ lawyers have been circulating
drafts of a possible brief.

"Lawyers involved in the case said .
the significant numbers of high-level"
‘vacancies at the Justice Department -
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~had added an unusual strain t6 mak-

The department has until June 11"

Senate Republicans-who would be

voting on his nomination..Converse- ..
-ly, to take a.position in favor of the - -

independent-. ‘counsel . would hardly

‘endear him to the White House as it

considérs , whether l.o forward ‘us
name to the Senate. . '
- Justice Departmem off1c1als s.-ud.

. they expected Attorney Geheral Jan-

-et.Reno, who generally does not play. - -
‘a sigriificant role.in most Supreme -
‘Court appeals, to take pdrt in.the
_department’s decision. -

A1 her. weekly news bnefmg th:s o
mormng, Ms. Reno declined to say . -

- what the depanment might do.

I we speak " she saxcl “we wlll

. speak in court. i




* many of the. system 51.1 mllllon stu-
. dents? - gl :
Astomshmgly,bthe answer\rs yes '
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_nivals or ‘swallow- watchmgilfestlvals

i New York City has school board elec-
.. tions. Every three years, ali 32 dlS- :
" trigts vote in board members who ap-

Other c1t1es Ihave Mardi Gras car-

' school boards will be redistributed to -
the! .point that the authority of “minor-

point  district |supermtendents and,-
' pnnmpals The vote countlng requires .
" the attendance 'of large pohpe forces
- for'a week and]the spendmg of mil-

Not many people actually

. show. up'
. for the farce. The latest turnout .was -
atbesta measly|5% But many who do.

Hurry Up. Already

lawyers-at the civil nghts dmsmn (the |
‘D.C. schools outside their own win-
dows, incidentally, are &, shambles) is

whether the powers and duties of the

ity lnterests” is eviscerated,.and s¢ in -

= v1olat10n of the Votmg Rights Act.

. can expect to be welj rewarded by a
patronage mill grlndlng (J_ut [avors.'
_ appointments and bnbes :

One'. character ‘was v1deotaped

3 making a down payment of §2, 000 fora

principalship. Another supermtendent _

. spent $1,200 for a professmnal photog~

. The city is.arguing that in‘fact the |+ .
" districts retain substantial authority. | -
Notionly will the chancellor have to se-' |

lect; superintendents from a list pro-

* vided by.the boards (though he has the. |
.Tight to request more names); but the- |
. school boards can. also block contract

renewals

‘What this' hardly far- reachmg lawf
wiil, finally prevent are the kind of

abuses documented.for years in surre-

~alistic detdil. by a team of investiga- -

rapherto take portra1 ts of himself and -

.- other board members and 554 000 on

Jeadership trammg seminars in a dis+

trict populated by poor chlldren whose”

abysmal scores 1n reading and math.
.- $aw no rmprovement A '

‘Can’ anything Ibe done to change a'

“tors [worklng for-independent special -

L cornmlssmner Edward F. Stancik: In

" system that Seems to shortchange so.

Sinee his arrival as schools chancellor

In 1995, Rudy Crew has been strug-
glmg to wrest. control of the appomt- p

.| ment process, trymg to reverse the 30--
. yedr history "of decontrol that ceded
. . "power to elected! community ‘ school”
.| boards. Last December he was given
=i - that power when the New York State
. “Legislature 51gned a-reform blll let-
© ting the chance]lor take ‘charge of: a

_system. clearly farhng its youngsters. .

© the change, spearheaded by the De-

I]OTlty cducus.

" Normal people may think it 1s per- :
,_fectly sensible to'. finally gwe the -

“i-chancellor the means to-do his. job,.

. which is to ensurel that schools meet

- local and state standards And, thls is

| possible only if thet chancellor'is able

" ‘gests, at best, that Mr. Clinton' doesn'’t,
know or much care what goes | on in hls

i"A broad political. |coa11t10n voted for -

. mocratic. Assembiy with 1ts strong mi- .

the latest report released in. December -
1996, the. commissioner- detailed the
conflicts of interest and fraud i in com- .
The-i
grotesque cast of characters includea : -
board member who used false ad- - .
dresses and ‘borrowed a relative’s - -
childito maintain a-position on a board .
" to which she hoped to help appoint as . .-
g supermtendent anack whohad been'a
) fallure as prln(:lpal in.another district.
" ‘That’s the way the New York City .
system can work right now: someone. -
. who ran a falllng school qualifies for .
.even greater responsnblllhes
~Bill Clinton,” as is well known, |
wldely promlsed to be a New Democ--

mumty ‘school district. 12,

rat, al Democrat willing to break thh

such. | traditional

_idea. For the. civil rights division to
© now start chewing on this reform sug- .

- . 1, 10- appoint ' the supermtendent&who s

-, ‘ents—is holding his|breath as.the new

laa is being picked over in ‘thée vast

bureaucracy of the Justice - Depart

B 1ment in Washington. «. i
=+ The Departmentl is’ obsessmg over
the Voting: nghts Act At 1ssue for the

- Crun-the distriets. But right now the
. 1chancellor—along with all caring par--

own Admmlstratlon

‘Forits part, theJustlceDepartment, 1
.has promlsecl fo expeclrte the review
'process Butthelawis meéant togointo .
- effect on Aprill, and Chancellor-Crew
~ must start hiring. school superinten- -
. dents now if the system is not meant. to'
devolve into chaos. Aprll 1is Tuesday

N We hope fools wnl not prevall
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the failed’ policies of the pastin the in- | = -
'terest' of genuine" opportunities for | -
-constituencies .as | =
-‘-poor.tmlnonty school - children . n |-
places like New York City. This mod-"| =
est school reform: devised by the polit- . -
ical system of New York could justifi-
4bly be called. a “New Democratic”
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In the late mth century AD., the_

pagan prince of Kiev sent einissaries -

* into the known world to find a good re-

ligion, for he wished to cofivert. They .
" visited the Bulgar king who showed off -

his mosque. They journeyed aswellto .
© Gerrhany to visit a' Roman Catholic -

“Church. And finally they stopped off int.

~ Constantinople where the shrewd pa-

‘triarch invited' them to Hagia Sophia.-

' for a special service in their honor. In-

-cense; floated " -through the. golden’
dome; choirs chanted; ‘mosaics glis-:
" tened. The dazzled emissaries humed
" home - to-report to’their prince. We .~
. kriew not, they said, “whether we were -
‘in heaven or earth. For-on earth there -

“is no such splendor or such beauty.”
Prince Vladimir wasted no time being:
baptized and marrying the sister of the

Byzantine emperor.. And that’is how -

the orthodox faith came to Russia.-

-In- ‘beauty, the men of Kievan Rus N

felt they had glimpsed the other-

worldly glory of God and they were

-filled with wonder.
: ) -Eventually, Constantino-
- ple turned into Istanbul, Ha-

. and byzantine became a syn- ™
-onym for murky complexity. But
,' the sense of religious wonder is still

“there to‘behold in the quietly re-
" markable exhibition-just opened .

"at the Metropolitan Museum of

© ATt. Itisa show worthy of notice,

-especially through this period of high

~ holy days for many Americans. De-"
_voted to intensereligious devotion and -

. commemoration, the pieces in-this ex-

hibition survive in no small partdue to .
the faith that bore them centuries ago:-.
) " “The Glory of Byzantium” brings.

-~ to New York more than 350 works of .-
. mosaics, .

art—including _frescoes, )
enamels, silks, icons—from the" 9th

" threugh "13th centuries. T_hese were -

Heaven on Earth

; ,’monks in the Silai and nervous cura- _

~ tors in. Venice to part.with their trea- -
sures temporarily. :The show’ would S

‘have been impossible to assemble be- |

- fore-the collapse of the Soviet Union—~ ! ’

and, of course, the resurgence of

.............

the mlddle years of the Byzantme e
pire, founded in 324 A.D. when the Ro-

- man émperor Constantine moved his -
court-to Byzantium on the Bosporus -

and chiseled his name on the portal.

While Europe stumbled through .the
" Dark "Ages, Constantmople kept ghit-
“tering, .its -culture ‘a - sophisticated
. amalgam of Greek and Roman, Clas

sical and Christian. i
Pullmg it all together requlred the _

kind of sensitive diplomacy that our =~ .
State Department might find worthy

of study. Byzantium cast its spell. ont -
lands-as far apart as France, Slberla.
‘and Armenia, and the museum’s staff .

spent years - cajoling’ recalcnrant

Viadimir's orthodox-church.
One’ sardonyx chalice sparkling
- with_ filigree,. pearls and

¢ . lighted the 12th century’
Abbot Suger -who was em-

X semi-precio{is stones (de- e
- picted - here) once- de- |-

" St. “Denis, inspired by Byzan-
tium'’s splendor. The abbot's'be-
. lief In the power of beauty to

* peal particularly ‘to Catholics

'who miss. the 'days of the mystical . -

Latin mass whose transcendent glow

lifted oné up out of everyday life: “The .-

dull mind," said Suger, “rises to truth
through. that which is material.” And

soit is walking through this show: The

visitor. ponders the fresco fragment of
a powerfully brushed St. John or the.

- poignant- jvory- of Christ’'s Mother -
- falling into eternal sleep and per-_ .

cejves’ another dimension. e

Arrestmg the Amtrau!ts

. As we noted- ‘this - week the
“Supreme Judicial Court of Massachu-
_setts has ruled that Violet and Cheryl

Amirault be returned to prison and,
. has-denied Gerald Amirauit’s appeal
_ for a new trial. We.also noted the opin- .
‘jon. of ~Associate Justice Charles’

~Fried—50 pages of confidently argued

- casuistry.:, For .instance, noting the -

* prosecution’s failure to let the Ami-

raglts face their accusers,.. Justice

‘Fried wrote: “And sq Festus's biblical

. pmclamatlon that, it is not the man -
ner of the Romans to deliver any man
up to die before the-accused has met
his accusers face to face, and has been
gwen & chance to defend hlmself.

: agamst the charges

:.” That said,
the court contended that the Amiraults
should be denied a niew trial inf the in-

derest of “finality.” One-delicate mat- ~ =
- terremains. Detailing some good men - -
‘to-actually slam the 75-year-old-Violet -
Amirault and her daughterback intoa-,
cell.-Whether their attorney willbe al: | -~~~
jowed to,suitender the women or, po- | -
lice come to take themisn’tknown yet. |- .
Should any -dispute arise over this /-
question, we suggest some thought be = .
‘given to-extending Festus's proclama: .
tion by deputizing. Justice Fried him-
self to serve as a member of the face- "~
to-face arrest party, perhaps to offer- = -

some bilblical wisdom to the women-as _

“they submit to the finality of Massa

.chusetts Justice

| belllshlng the French abbey of

- fire the imagination will ap-
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. food drives, environmentai projects
and working with the elderly. The
organizers eventuaily hope to in-

. __re‘ l\unnrafn Almﬂ

..cally increasing the link among

~ “‘civil education.” -

' th an 146,000 schools and universities
w1t.h 64  million” students, will an--

" models for involving students in &

~ 3,600 colleges and universities. = -
Or;iamzers who. call themse!ves__
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Plan Adds ‘szl Educatzon

To the Baszcs

By PETER APPLEBOME
In ‘what is. billed as a ma]or effort

“catipnal and soc1al service groups
. plénto announce today an ambitious
10-year program aimed.at dramati-

schools,  communities and social
‘service - all.part of a concerted
cornmitment:to what is. bemg cdlled

The groups, whlch represent more

"’ to: broaden the' focus of -American, |
._education; more than 40 leading edu-

nounce plans that call for-designat-
ing: 10,000 schools by June 1998 as

range of social service activities like

voiveup to 16,600:school distriets and

the Hartnering Initiative on Educa-.

tion'znd Civil Society, stress that the
notio® is not to distract from schcols’
-primary goals-of teaching the basics
- of education-but to integrate learning
into thé world outside the classroom.
But 'the initiative is, being greeted

. .with' skepticism by. some groups and

of Schoolmg

Character educanon c1v1l educa-
~tion, * serwce leamtng, learmng o

_serve = t.he -various ideas -lopsely .
tied together in the group’s mission
have. slowly grown in- mfluence in”
i receént years Many states and school
. systems already use such programs, .
- although orr a scattered basns The
-idea of the’ partnership is:to bring
them fo the center of the! nation’s = %

educational| mission.. = |
Earlier this-month, i m unvellmg hlS

|- Presidént’s Summit oh Semce to be

held April 27 to 29 in Phlladelphla,
Presidént - IClmton endorsed .the
broad “notion -of. civil education in

-schools, saying, “Today I challenge

schools and communities in every. :

curriculum in high school and even
in middie séhool.”” - 3

‘Most of the programs already in .
place are designed to enhance class-
room learning with experlence in the’
outside world. Students often design
and develop programs mstead of just
bemg passive participants. |

catlon takes almost endless torrns —_
the University of Pennsylvama $ 50~

‘|cial service programs in its' lowsin-

come West [Philadelphia neéighbor-
hood; in Kentucky, Berea. College 5
work with local enwronmental or--

parerits more interested in educa-:

tional basics than'the idea that com- -
munity service should be a large'

- part: ‘of school. i

‘Proponents say the 1mt1at1ve is

eSpecrally important at a time when

- the notion of restoring-a sense of
‘community is-s0 much a part of the

.national debate and when the educa-
tional
.been on a push for’ higher test scores,
‘better tests and mare rigorous stand-
ards.| 'Groups supporting the initia-
tive include the National Education
Association, the Department of Edu-.
- cation, the National Association. of
Independent Colleges and Universi-

spotlight - has. increasingly-

ganizations; [the work with the Spe-
icial Olympics Volunteer Program at
Windsor High School in Windsor;.

" Conn., and the project at the Scars-

dale Alternanve Schoot bmgmg food
and clothing to ‘the homeless in New
vork City. .| - A

At the’ Harmony School m Bloo—
mmgton, Ind), students orgamzed a-
prOJect to save a piece of sculpture

.that had served as a commumty
-landmark and gave up an. annual trip |

to Chicago to spend time doing flood :
relief work- on the Mzss:ssxppl'Rwer
i In all the programs the 1dea isnot ‘

" just to do worthy service but t0 incor- :

ties and the American Association of-.

* School Administrators.

Don Ernst, director of governrnent: .

_ refations for the Association' for Su-.

pemsxon and- Curricuium Develop-
ment,said: *“I think one of the things
‘that has teen lost in-the past decade
and maybe longer s the belief thatr
- there is mare to education than sim- |
ply preparing people for-a job.’ !

“Sé this is about feminding us that ‘

~ schools. also. exist to educate kids ta:

. be godd citizens and to re—create and -

...\..LCSI'I un..uu.l\.a.ut
“But . . skeptics, pamcularly some

conservative groups, say that the

P o

mmafwe is a wrong-headed, feel- -

" good dwersron from the real needs of
Arnerlcan education and ‘that char-
acter ‘education often leads schiools

- to usurp parents asiteachers of val- -

-ues. . And whether “such programs
. should be voluntary or mandatory
“‘has already been a vexing question
" in-several communities and states,

“It!’s.a bad idea that gets our eye
. off thi ball:of what the real probiem
is, wlfich is illiteracy,” said Phyilis
Schlallly, president of the conserva- -
tive n,agle Forum. i“I think it's a-
diversionary tactic 'from the. real
problem of the schools b

. |_ S
o L

mosrasyt. -

" “This is-a value. Now you adopt it -
_You teach 1t by glvmg people the _

I

porate -service _into educauon -
learning blology by an. envrronmen— .
tal program cleaning up a polluted'
stream or learning history by build-
mg relationships with World War i}

.-veterans S :
| At Clatskanie. High Sc.hool iR Clats- a

kame, Ore., students have. orgamzed )
Help I-Iungry Kids,” a foodldnve_
éndorsed by the National Association
of Secondary School Prmc;pals
*I would. cons:der this - program

]ust as - 1rnportant as teaching the .
academlcs -because . it

- teaches values in a very hands-on : 1nlt1a1 rmsglvmgs say the initiatives

“in the partnership do not ‘detract -

tradltlonal

and personal way, said the school’s
prmc1pal -Rosé Wallace, “You]don’t
teach values hy pointing and saying:

N

1
' |

Includmg commumty'
_service wrth readmg,
ulmtmg and |
artthm_etr;e.

1
|
| .
ol
T
i

state to make service-a part of the

HlorkE
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What the ofganizers call civil edu-.

: opporfumty e practice that value S

and see how it feels” . .° .
Scott Kirkland, a semor active -in
the program, said. it has taught him

both 'the business skills~of running.. . . .
‘the program and the personal ones of .
' - why it matters.

"It has. really opened up my eyes

-"to aspects of life,” he said. “I feel . .
' -Very lucky’ because of what I've seen

and ‘what I've been able to do." .,
.. The Partnering Initjative pl_ans to
call for desrgnaung 10,000 schools as

-resource centers . that help other

schools develop -programs and in- -
volvirig 680 to 700.teachers.and com-
munity leaders as “coaches” helping -
. to develop and monitor programs. It = -
calls. for a“natiocnal resource center °
" and-web site to share lnformatlon .
and a number of events to publicize. -
the initiative. The first *“Civil Educa- :
“tion Week” will be celebrated in.the
second week .of November 1988. E
Off1c1als say overseeing and co-
ordlnatmg the project will cost from’
a hali ‘million to a million dollars a

" year.over the life of the project, with -
“money coming from foundation.and -
corporate support. Expenses to indi- . -
vidual schools’ will come out of’ nor- -

mal operating budgets. y
- Mrs. Schiafly said many parents. :

wnll be skeptical of such programs.
“What are’ we paying teachers

- for?” she asked. “Supposedly wepay = -
them to teach knowledge to.children, . - -

not to go-on field -trips. There’s no .
way to grade this kind of thing, no
objective standards It’s a.waste of
tlme " .
But even many euucators with

from traditional academics but in- .
stead -add an.element that schools_
and society need. :

¢ “When'I first heard about | service

" . education8 or 10 years age I thought,
“Look, I don't know,’ " said Brandon,
“Cordes, principal of Wyoming Middle - -
School in Cincinnati. “But my mind
.was madé up when I"realized the
‘commumty wanted it. There's some-
~ thing to life that goes beyond meet-

ing"one’s own personal needs, and
this is a way that we give lo_ds that

-+ experience, If that is a Jittie hokey, .
-".well, that's how I feel™-" - . = .


http:yould.on

| In California
To Orgamze

Un on Ra”les

Berry Plckers

) By The New York Timeés . .
WATSONVILLE Calif., Apnl 13 —,

: As the 1 irstof this season’s strawber;’

. ries lay ripe in nearby fields, thou-,

" and - working ' conditions for. Cahfor-'

. sands.of farm workers.and union.
- supporters. marched “through the

streets of this small Central Coast’
town today, demanding better wages

nia's strawberry pickers. .
The march, sponsored by the Unit-
ed Farm Workers Unjon in -Conjunc-

_tion with. the: AF.L-CI1.0. and the-

- _picking s‘trawberrxes

: :. about SQ

_ situations that workers: are faced

teamsters, was part of what labor .

' officials say-is the blggest unioniza-

tion drive under way in the«country
The U:E.W. has targeted the state’s

- $550 million strawberry industry and l
" 18 seekmg to unionize all 20,000 work- '

ersin Cahforma. where 80 percent of :

- . the natlon S Crop is grown.,

oniy asking for what is

'We afe
_ just foraé a strawberry worker,. -
. . Delfina {arcia, said jn. her native
~- - Spanish

rough an interpreter.
Mrs.
children,jearns $8,000 to $5,000-a year

‘I work stooped over for 8 to 10':

~ ‘hours a day,”'she said.. “We often -
‘). have to-work in mud, and we can’t |
. take simple breaks.” ™

i

What she and other workers wa.nt

- isto be paid an additicnal 5 cents per
. pint of strawberries, a raise that

would increase their - incomes byl
; rcéent and that orgamzers
overdue..

d the actor Mamn Sheen .

' led a sp'mted procession of march-
Looers, m f
- UFE.W. fl:ags

wavmg red and black"

“This represents the umty of the

- labor movement,” Mr. Sweeney said

at a rally: *The strawberry workers
represent one of the most horrible.

with today: the corporate greed and

- . lack of respect for workers and'the -
- job-they do.”” "~ ~

-Organizers estlmated that 30000 '

‘people attended the march and rally,

including delegations from locals in

-~ 38-states. The, police estimated the .
- attendance at 15,000 to 17,000.. i

Growers say the impetus, for the

" organizihg campaign -is not’coming

from-the workers. Instead, they say

the farm workers union is trying to

shore up its memibership, which slid:

. when new ones will take place.

arcia, 43, who has’ elghﬁ :

Growers say that labor organizers

have exaggerated conditions in the

_ fields, and that basic amenities like
fresh drinking water and ciean bath-

-Tooms are readily available, -

' “Many workers own T.helr OWn

" homes and their own cars and have -
kids in college,” said Gary M. Calor-

. DSD, spokesman for the 6,000-mem-

. ber grOwer-fmanced Strawberry. -

‘Workers and Farmers Alliance. “We'

hear of workers making $15 a.n hour .

in the peak season.”
Since 1989; workers at three farms

have voted to unionize. In each case, .-

the farms either plowed under the

crops or shut down operations -per-

manently.' No' elections have .been
held in the 18 months since the

and leaders havé not announced

_U.F.W.. began its organizing drive, .
- tain range in the rugged wlldemess .

- - about 20 miles southwest of Vail. -
" Two-of the three sites were-ruled *

“.“We need to be assiired that the -

growers will act in'a responsible way .

and not take retaliatory measures.

against the workers,”. said  Arturo-

Rodriguez, président. of the UF.W.
‘The union- has been pleading the

~ workers’. case in public;-asking con- -
sumers and supermarkets to sign

pledges- suppofting their right o or-
tactic . reminiscent - of :

ganize; a

UF.W.-led grape and lettuce boy—?

cotts in decades past,’ :
“But no boycott on strawberries is

planned, ; Linda .Chavez-Thompson,
- AFL-CLO. executive. vice presi- |
~ dent; said her hope was that the force :
of public.sérutiny would fhelp bring :

the growers in line. “If we're. all

" watching them,” she said, “if all'eyes.
.areon theml that is what protects the :

workers "

D;pzamaf in Crash

Fails Sobriety Test

WASHINGTDN -April 13 (AP) —

- diplomat from Ukraine was cited for
driving under the influence of alcohol.
after.a three-car accident, a Secret

“Service spokesman said today.

Olesy Yarotskiy, 45, a counselor at -
the Ukrainian Embassy, failed sobri-

" gaid,

N atlonal
News Br1efs

For M:ssmg Fi 1ghter Pilot" -
" EAGLE, Colo,, Aptil 13 (AP) —

The Air Force began its first ground-

_'GroundSearch Begms _"_ =

search .for a missing pllot and his-. °

plane, but found no 51gns of either- -
after scouring - three 'mountainous™
-'areas_ttoday that had been rdeszled .
as possible crash sites, :

‘A Mive-member ground crew,

" equipped with metal detectors and
_mountaineering  gear, .

three areas of the New York Moun-

-out, but the crew may return to the :
third site Monday if the weather is
Frank Campbell'

good, Lleut Col

The pilot, Capt Crazg Button 32

dlsappeared itt his bomb-laden A- 10

Thunderbolt on April 2:

. Colanel Campbell smdabackcoun— o
try hiker .with a metal detector re- ~

ported getting a reading in one of the

. areas, The radar photos, taken by &
i U-2 high-altitude

reconnaissance
plane identified the two other.’

. The crew could not finish search--' .

‘explored

ing that area because the helicopter - ‘

that Jowered them into the area was-’ '

* rurning out of fuel and because of

ety tests on Saturday night after she

. struck a car, which in turn hit the car
ahead of it, said.a Secret Service
spokesman Arnette Hemtze No cne .

was injured.
-Because Ms, Yarotskly is a diplo-

: mat she is exempt from’ prosecutlon .
The State Department ‘will "ask
. Ukrainian officials'to waive immuni-

ty, said a spokesman Phyllls Young.

‘Saurday’s crash marks the third-

" time this year that a diplomat from a -

. former .Soviet republic has been

cited in an accident here,

. 10 20,000 in 1993 from a high of 80,000 .

'-US 110 oo

in 1970, a.nd is now 26,000."

s up to the workers,” said Phil
Adrian, .
Driscoll, a strawberry industry gi-

. @fl)c New ﬂotk (mnvs

marketmg .manager for -

ant. “1t’s their right t0 choose if they’

‘want to have third-party representa-

tion. But we keep heanng them tell ’

S

-avalanche danger
: The groungd crew mcludes explo- .
'swe ordnance and demolition .ex-
¢ . perts, As they searched 10 airplanes
. and 10 Army hellcopters contmued'
" looking from the air..” - .
*. A U-2-plane scheduled for another s
flyover today was grounded because |-
of technical problems; but 10 planes
‘and 10 Army helicopters were ableto ' .
 continue -the -search. Captain But- .
" ton's A-10 was carrying four bombs-
_ when it disappeared on. a training .
-exercise out of Davis-Monthan AII‘- '
.Force Base in’ Tucson, Anz :

House SeatIs leled

Ina Runoﬁ" in Texas 5

| SAN, ANTONIO, April 13 (Rew: "
“Ciro Rodriguez: won'a runoff -
" election on Satwrday to replace Rep-

ters)y—

resentative Frank Tejeda.
Mr. Rodriguez, a member of the

Texas House, beat Juan Solis with 67 "' !

‘percent of Lhe vote. Nine percent of
* the -330,000 reglstered voters in the
" Zain Congressional District wenr i
'the polls, election off icials said.. .
: Both men are Democrats The dlS-

trlct which - is heavily. Hlspanlc

stretches from San Antomo deep mto s
- southern Texas. B

\

Mr. Tejedd, also a,Democrat died

of bram cancer on Jan 30

. i
ca
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For School
ff'In Detro1t

By HALIMAH ABDULLAH

| More than 40 years after Rosa
'Parks refused.to give up her seattoa

whlte passenger on'a bus, the open-
“ing salvp in what became the Mont-

. gomery; Ala., bus boycott, she Is try-'
ing to'set up one of the first charter| .

schools in Détroit. N ]

I her proposal for a'school named
:for her and. her hiosband, the Ray-
- mond and Rosa Parks Academy for).
. Self Development, is approved by the
. Detroit Board of Education this sum- |
- .mer, Mrs. Parks's 'school will join
some 700 chaner schools nationwide. |

" ‘Charter schools. are run by-many
_ groups including civil rights advo-{

. cates and by teachers who have left
traditionat public schools, and some-

- times by private concerns. Propo--

- nents view charter schools, which |
B are able to operate autonomously, as
alternatives. to - traditional public
schools: and prwate and parochlal
© schools! . !

The Detroit Board of E‘.ducatlon

has approved only two of the charter:

school proposals that have come be-

fore it since the state adopted char- |

ter ‘school laws in 1993. Mrs. Parks’s

application s one of 12 such propos-
als. Mrs. Parks,'who lives in Detroit, -

hopes to open the school m Septem—
ber. -~ .

Mrs. Perks already runs an after-.

" school program; the Raymond and
Rosa Parks Institute for Self Devel-
opment, which teaches children *“qui-

“el istrength”’ - and 5elf~paced study,
said- Elaine Eason-Steele, the pro-

- -gram's'co-director. The school would

be :modeled after’ the institute and.

would serve 250 students in kinder-.

- garten through the 12th grade.

"“We noticed in the youth that we -

. have worked with .that' there are

“'some things ‘that are missing,".Ms.
.Eason Steele sald “Sametimes the

v

Elé ’:L& b

vt sLJ il

ftu; (l" N‘iqACP I Bﬁ':

ner, We want to help them develop a-
sense - of self-esteem and |consider
other optlons "

Mrs. Parl-ts has created SImllar
after-school programs- elsewhere

*The number of charter schools is
" growing nationwide; said - Joe Na-
._than,  director of the Center- for
School Change at the University of
anesota‘ Mr. ' Nathan- estimated
~ that more |than 700 charter schools

. would be operating - ln the United

_States this fall

- *“There . is great susplcion t.hat
many pnvate ‘and -parochial schools |
are elitist,” Mr. Nathan said! **These

“activists have seen that icharter

o L .. youth solve thmgs ina hosltile ‘m.an‘-'
R1ghts Hero
Presses Plan |

Launchmg of Shuttle
s Scheduled for Tuesday

CAPE CANAVER.AL. Fle.. June 29

"(AP) ' — NASA has scheduled a -

launching of the' space shuttle Co-
‘lumbia for Tuesday, desplte fore-
casts: for thundérstorms. B

" John Guidi, test director, said fo-- .

-day that NASA managers would de- . "~

cide on Monday whether to proceed

_ with the "afternoon” liftoff. NASA

could delay the launchlng until

evening, if necessary. Only slightly -

better - weather -is: expected on.

-Wednesday. The possibility of thun-

“derstorms means that the chances of

having -acceptable mndjtlons for a -

launching are about 10 per*en' o

oratory experiments that were sent

on an April mission that was aborted -
12 days early because of a defective'- :

ruel cell

schools help kids in more urban:

areas.”” .| - : |
: Leglslatures in 27 states have pro—
- vided for charter schools, whlch op-
‘erate with pubhc money . butiare fiot
bound by the same rules and stand-
ards as traditional public schools
Charter -schools originated in -St;
Paul, Minn. In 1991, Milo Cutter and .
Terry Kraabel, both formier-public |

League, an. alter-school program for
40 students who had been expelled
from school.|A year later,.the ‘Minne-
sota Leglslature passed ground-
,breaking legislation that allowed the
Power League PTOgram to grow into
the City Academy. the nenon|
charter: school o

" City Academy now has 90 students
. arid nine staff members Many of the -
graduates have gone on to college
and the school has a walung hst of 40
- studeénts. . :

In Houston, the ‘Raul” Yzaguirre
|School for Success attempts to raise
thé self-esteem of- its - students by

involving the community m the*
school’s progtarms. The school’ s mis-.
sion_Teflects |the philosophy of its
‘fourider, who, is ‘the presldent and '
chief executive officer of the Nation-
~al' Council of La Raza, an nonpront
HISpamc—Arnencan ' orgamzatlon
Parents are requlred to. volunteer at
the school as a condition” of 'Lhen-
child’s acceptance '

" "'The dropout rate- for Hlspamc -
almd Afrlcan-Amencan kids in our

area is very hlgh said, Adrtan[a Ta-
rnez -the prmc)pal of the Yzapuirre
school. ““In order to help this prob-

l'em we feal we have' to catch these’

. {1ds at the mlddle-school level.” b
Mrs. Parks’ s school would have a.

- Rosa \Pér?ks jbiﬁs*‘

. the growing

fcharter school -
| mov_ement. |

i

1
-

Lhc \cm llork umc
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sumlar -missiop. -**We ‘hope | this

’ works out," sald Anha Amato; the

- Detroit consultant who is “helping
Mrs. Parks and others prepare their
clharter proposels ‘because we {l.ram
parents to know'there are optlons out
1here that are|not bound by where

they live and how much money they '

make o ; oLl

]

.

- school teachers started  the: Power '

s flrst :

Lomsrana Brll Supports
Lawsurts Over A bortlons

. BATON ROUGE, La, Jine 25 -

(APy — A bill that critics say will
allow a woman who has an abortion

Columbia contains the same Iab» L

‘to sue her doctor for the death of the , '

i-fetus-has been- -approved by I.omsrv

ana lawmakers.

doctors ror ill effects from abortions

10 years after undergoing the pro- .
-‘cedure. It would not limit damages,
‘nor would it randate an assessment .

by a medical review board, which is
requlred in malpractlce law.

:‘Women now have three years | 2%
llle ‘such lawsuits and may seek no -
more than $500,000 in damages. Crit-'
ics of the legislation sald the fear of
lawsuits would discourage doctors
lrom offering abortions. '

. If Gov. Mike Foster, who opposes
abortion, does not veto ﬂre bill, lt will
take effect on Aug: 15 SR

Pilot and 6 Skydwers
| Are Injured in Crash

il

" NASHVILLE, June 29 (Reuters)— -

Six skydivers and their pilot- were -

The bill wouild allow'women to sue-.

" injured and hospitalized on Sa'turda'y B

after theit plane crashed on takeoff .
 less than a mile from the Tullahoma
Reglonal An'port

One skydiver, Robert Stewart ol

. Chattanooga, Tenn., said the plane’s *

left engine shut down about 73 to 100
feet from the ground. The plane; a
twin-engine Beechcraft Bonanza, cut -
a swath through a wooded area, olrl-
.-cials said. . s

Kentuck y Ready to Hold
_F irst Executton in Years

LOUISVILLE Ky., June 29 (Reu—
_ters) — Kemucky is set to carry out

. COurts, -

After the United Statés’ Court of
. Appeals for the $ixth Circuit re;ect
ed an appeal for a stay of execution
by Kentucky s American Civil Liber-
“1iés Union on Friday, the organiza-
tion said today that it would appeal to -
s the'Court of Appeals of to the Umted
_States Supreme Court,

- 1f " the .appeals fail,

its. first executlon in 35 years this,
. week, barrmg any’ stays by Federal

[

“Harold" - -

*McQueen ‘would  become the first

". person 1o be executed in Kentucky's

.. electric chair, The execution would
.take place a few minutes past.mid-
riight .on. Tuesday at the Kentucky

. State Pemtennarym Eddyvllle near
Paducah . :
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" than” two

: _plcketed
""union's behalf.

<z son-in.LawTﬁestoRebuﬂdLe‘

wived

Chavezr's son-indaw, Arturo Rodri-
guez, wants to put “la-causa’ hack
into America’s vocabulary.

decades ago, when millions of Ameri-
cans embraced the downtrodden
farm worker as'a cause as holy as
civil rights.

By STEVEN GREENHOUSE

\\MTSDNVILLE Calif. -~ Cesar .

Mr. Rodriguez, who became pres:-»
*‘dent of the United Farm Workers of
_America after his legendary father-
"in-law died in 1993, insists that the
‘unten’s struggle is just as compelling

“today as in'the union's heyday three . Califor ﬁomla “There's far more sup-

“La causa,"‘ Mr. Rodrlguez says. :

means. lifting up the lives of more
million -farm - workers
‘many of them Mexican immigrants,

But he faces an upmll battle turn-

chansma and because these are the

. '1880"s, not the liberal 60's. That was
.ithe era of the grape boyeatt, -when -
- Mr. Chavez appeared on the cover of

national magazines, when national

-~ potiticians. like Robert F.. Kennedy
marched alongside the farm workers .

- who toil stooped under a scorching
" sun, hoeing and harvestmg. often for
“just 35 an hour.

It is a big difference from the

prasldent George Meany, gave little !

* help, and then only refuctantly.

“Meany's positiont was farm work-

-ers would never be organized, and it’

pmﬂshunlonsuppomm.

wasn't worth wasting -money -on .

-them,”: said Paul Schrade, former

head of the United Autc Workers in .

“port coming from the AFL-CLO.
now. ’I'hey reany beiteve in this
cause.'

-In seeking to return to the union’s

glory days, Mr. Rodriguez has fo-

cused on California’s $550-million-a-
year strawberry. industry because

. berry pickers have perhaps the most -
grueling job in agricuiture, They
-hunch over for.10, 12 hours a day,

" _their hands turning crimson as they

" ing “1a’causa’ into-a popular cru- -
sade because, he readily acknowl-
"edges, he does not have Mr. Chaver's -

. ever unripe, green berries they pick.’

and when hordes of college students

supermarkets on

“Farm workers are sa far behmd
other workers in terms of wages,

health plans, the dignity and respect’
- they don’t get,”” Mr. Rodnguez said.
. “That's what driveés us.” -

‘The union is trying te thrust itself

the nation today — a-battle to organ-

© ize 20,000 . workers in_ California's
_strawberry industry, which is based

" in Watsonville, in the state 5. fertlle :
-~ central coast. E
It is the tlrst time since. the early :
- 1980’s that the farm workers have
© flexed their muscles in a. big way.-

the

back into'the spotlight by undertak-
-ing the Jargest unionization drive in .

pull the red bemes off the ‘foot-tall.

plants; :
‘Many workers complam of back

_injuries, of not having health insur-
ance, of not being able to. afford -
"decent ‘hotising, of being discarded
when they turn 50. Some workers say

that growers force them to eal what-

MWe wanted to focus on ‘a‘work
force in desperate need,” Mr. Rodri-
guez said. " Their wages come’out o .
$8,500 a year. Even if families can

; afford a home, they.often have to live
" two, three, four families together. We

see our challenge as being out there

o create a batter life for these work-

ers.’
“Arguing the other srde faremen

-and - management consultants often

tell strawberry pickers that the

- union lies and wants only the work-

- ers' dues.

Mr. Chavez become an icon far liber-

-als in the 1960's and 70's by, using
- strikes, -boycotts, - publi¢ . pressure
" ‘and a tamous 25-day fast to become
" the first person to organize Ameri--
. ca's farm workers-after other unions -

had failed, '
But from aruund 1983 until his.

death 10 years later at age 66, Mr.

" Chavez turned inward and did far

less. organizing in- the -field, some-

" times even relying on direct mail 1o
Jpush his’causes — a’'strategy that .
some tormeér union leaders say made”

the union lose touch with farm work-
ers. After’the union's membership
soared ta 80,000 in the early 1970's, it

. plunged to less than 20,000 by the end
_ of the decade because growers re-.
-fused ta renew contracts and be-
cause Mr. Chavez concluded that the .

climate wds too hostile for organ-

. izing under two Republicans: Presi-
. dent
© George Deukmejian of California.
“Cesar created all this capacity-
- for. real change in the lives of farm
workers ali through the 60°s and 7's,-
- oout then it got squandered in the

Ronald ‘Reagan and Gov,

8 's,”. said Marshall- Ganz, who was

" the union’s organizing-director in the
late 1970's and 1s. now an instructor -

i3

>

'They set the stage by makmg us
Iook like a.real monster, and that I

_ resent very much,” said Miguel Ra-~
‘ mos, a strawberry. grower in Wai-,
sahville who says he-pays pickers $7.

‘an hour. “They present the industry

. as violating basic human rights by

claiming that we don't provide sant-

tation or clean watef and don’t pay -

" 8d that by August, mo!

'Ihatisanimpanam,cotrmslnn‘- .

i because some workers say they have

i -been fired for supporting the union
and because three growers in the .

Watsonville area were 50 anti-union .

‘that they plowed their strawberries
under after their workers voted to

" unionize In 1984 and 1895, That leh
their . warkers without - jobs and
caused many local farh. workers 10
think twice about backing- the union,
" “'We hiad to take It on gs &n indus-
-try hecnuse every time we won at a
.company, they'd .plow under thelr
. fields;” Mr. Rodriguez satd.:

In light of Coastal's pledge to re- .

-main neutral, Mr. Rodrigoez predict-
Coastal workers: would

said would cause w/orkers ‘with ather .
growers to-follow suit, & .

_In anovel strategy, the farm wurk— -
ers have.lined up:the:support of
several supermarket ._cham:s. includ--

" ing Ralph’s, A&P and -American

- santo’s strawberry operations with

the minimumn wage and we carty out -

sexual harassment. It’s not true. As
is normal with every industry, there
are probably a few bad apples.”

In liberal and labor:milieus, Mr.
‘Rodriguez  has - won: considerable -

praise for steering the union hack to
what made-it tamOus orgaruzmg in
the fields. -~ g

“What they're lrymg lo do tnday"

with arganizing is ternflc." Mr. Ganz

" said. “It’s long overdue.”
.Rodriguez -and.
Tnore than, 40 organizers fan out o

* Each day, 'Mr,

visit fields, traifers asd motel rooms
along the gentle siopes of the Pajaro

‘and- . Salinas Valleys. Until farm

workers are: told ‘that - he -is the
union’s president, scme ignore Mr,
Rodriguez, a thin, unassuming 47

" year-old with a face less round and
more, anguIar than 'his father—m—- f

" law's:

at theé John F. Kennedy Schoal of

Government at Harvard University.

“‘He retreatéd from organizing and
turned mward and -that took the-
-union off the map for vears. That was’
“a tragic loss, not just for the farm

workers, but for all of us’

.more’ than two-

tuce and other produce workers, The

are high. for fafm 'workers because -

- -success will -increase thie union’s
" 'membership - by

. 'thirds and set the stage “tor recruit-.
g tens of thousands of grape, ler-

Siakes are also sizable.for orgamzed )
+ JaboT -overall® because ‘the AF.L-

C.1.0. is pouring more than $1 million

‘into the drive ‘to show that unien -

organizing is back and that the re-

labar movement’ wanlts . ta

. make common cause wrth the hum

.b]esr v.orkers e

. posters, of his {ather-indaw’
down at him, Mr. Rodnguez voices

“Cesar had more chansma, but

_ATtie's a better manager,” said Mi-
.gue] Comreras a former United .
' Farm Workers official who is execu-
tive secretary-treasurer of the Los

Angeles’ County Federanon of. Labor .

“Cesar was publicly perceived  as.
more spiritual, Artie is. more prag-
matic. Cesar - was never a. fiery
speaker and neither is Artie; but at & .

gut level, théy both really connect

-~ when they speak 1o workers."
The stakes in'the strawberry drive - | ;

In an interview in his temporary
sirawberry-campaign’ office, where

ook

confidence that the union, is on the’ .

prink of itsfirst big strawberry vic- °

tory. The reason is that-the nation's-

" largest strawberry grower. Coastal

‘Berry, has agreed to remain néutral -

to .say, -

- ‘during the.unionization drive; that is- -
its managers will' hot de: -

Stores, ‘'which have signed state-

ments backing the strawberry work- .
ers’ right to unlonize without intimi-
dation, ‘Mr. Rodriguez hopes that .
once a few growers are untonired, -

these supermarkets will favor their,

" berries over those Irom nonunion -
growers, thus pressuring those grow- ° - -

ers to-stop bartling the union.

-The farm workers first got the

‘Monsanto Company, ‘which sold its
strawberry holdings to Coastal, and

then' Coasta} to sign a neutrality .-

piedge’ after the A.F.L-C10. lent a

big'— and threatening . — hand. It ~

helped Hleslawsuits . charging” Mon-.

violating wage and hour laws. It sent
picketers to stores warning shoppers
that Monsanio’s weed killers might

‘be dangerous: It sent protesters to
- Monsanto's annual meeting and ran

full-page newspaper advertisements

© accusing' Monsanto - of . explolting
- strawberry pickers.. Monsanto offi-

i cials denied exploiting ahyone. but,

‘with some sentor managers emhbar-

Tassed by the pressiure’and feeling
sympathetic toward the'farm work-
ers, the company agreed to remam
neutral.

The labor Iederatlon s unusually'
robust support is a major vote of

| confidence in Mr. Rodriguez, who .
was born in San Antonio, the sonofa -
sheer-metal worker, When he was a.
‘| graduate student in social work at
i the University of Michigan, he began

campaigning for the grape bovcott

“and met Mr. Chavez. Within a year,
he had married Mr, Chavez's daugh- -

ter, Linda, and they now have three

children, Copying his father-in-law, .-

he insists on a salary comparable to
a farm worker’s; his $8,610 salary is
- a fractien of what most union leaders

earn, . although the union also pro-

vides him with a house. .
. In recent years, Mr, Rodriguez has

led organizing drives that racked up -
an astonigshing 14 victories in a row, =~
. for- rose, grape, ‘mushroom and .

strawberry . workers. ‘The .union’s .
membership has grown o, almost .

- 26,000 from 21,800, After sorne mush-
room workers were unionized, their

wages jumped by 40 percent to more

than $12 an hour.’
“I.think he's the Mamn Luther-
King Ir. of this generation in that he

stands-and fights and dedicates his -
lite in.a private way and public way ;

1o social justice,”” said-Richard Ren-
. singer, the A.F.L-C.1.0.'s director of
organizing. *‘He sits on motel floars
and $peaks to workers. He doegsn’t do

th15]ust in public. He's the real thmg o

He has increased his union’s mem-
“bership by 25 percent in just a few
vears. He's a2 modél for the rest &f

‘the labor- movement to follow.” ..

-than 1,200 -
ote tioln .
. the union —'a development ‘that he. - -



http:trymg.t9
http:challenge.as
http:beITI.es
http:holy:.as

1of3

-

. Clinton Speech Addresse;s Education t X i * http://search.washingtonpost.com/w...0/199901 18/V0003 10-011899-idx htm!

CUASSIFIE

T PHINT EDIFION  TOF NEWS  WORLD| MNAFIOM PBOLHICS METRO BUSINESS  WASHTECH QPINIDN  WEAYHER

1 Pastuers: :
Newsweekcom

Britannica-Howswoek
[ntesmet Gulde *

Clinton Speech Addresses Education

By Terence Hunt | '
AP White Housc Correspondent
Maonday, January 18, 1999; 7:19 p.m. EST

WASHINGTON (AP} -- President Clmton rehearsed a State of the
Union ad(iiress brimming with 1deas on education, health care and
other initiatives llkely to get a chilly reception from a.Congress
bitterly d1|Vlded by the 1mpeachment ordeal.

As Clmton s lawyers revzewed the legal defense they will begin
presentmg on his behalf Tuesday, Education Secretary Richard Riley
previewed one of the president's topieducation priorities: to hold
states and|school districts accountable for the achievements of
students and teachers.

States that fail to end soc:la] promotions and set standards could lose
some federal education aid. **Most of our schools are doing very well
and are lnvolved in this standards movement in a very exciting way,"
Riley sald “Yet there are places ouf there that things aren't

l!l

happening. i

In another‘ preview Monday, the admmlstratlon said Clinton would

Propose a\tax credit of up to $500 per child, age 1 or younger, to

offset costs for parems who choose to stay home to care for their

kids. The proposal is part of a larger.child care package that seeks

?1 8 .tln_llllon over five }[ears_ to aid working poor and middle-class
amilies. L

The administration also floated 2 proposal for $1 hillion over five
years to improve health care for many of the nation's 32 million
uninsured adults. Thelmoney would be used to encourage community
clinics and hospitals to work together to keep track of patients and
make sure they get needed treatment _

Before a p1nme time ti:lewsmn audlence Cllnton will dehver his
State of the Union address at 9 p.m. EST Tuesday in the House
chamber.

It was in that same chamber one month ago Tuesday that the House
voted for (l)nly the secpnd time in history to impeach the president.
The only other time was when Andrew Johnson was impeached in
18618 and went on to survive by one vote in a Senate impeachment
tria -

To build support, the White House Ofﬁce of Public Liaison sent out
faxes urgmg supporters to hold State of the Union watch parties at
club and union halls ~; and to tell news outlets about the gatherings.

1/18/99 8:33 PM
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drama.

A new poll from the Pew Research Center said the Senate trial has .
not changed Americans' minds about turning Clinton out of office,
and that t\fvo -thirds of| the public wants him to stay. The survey
indicated 53 percent of Americans are satisfied with the way things
are gomg in the country, and said 63 percent of the people approve of

his performance in office.

Tuesday night, Clinton’s House accusers and Senate ] jurors will listen
as the president speaks for an hour or more about his agenda for the
country. Chief Ji ustice' William Rehriquist, after presiding over
Clinton's Senate trial, lwiil be among the spectators in the House. The
president, according to aides, will not mention the impeachment

House Speaker Dennis Hastert sent House members a **Dear
Colleague” leader telling them to be on good behavior despite “the
discomfort” surroundmg the Senate trial. “*Out of respect for the

_ ofﬁce of the president and for the state of our union,”" Hastert wrote,

‘we will hsten to the Ipre51dent's remarks soberly and with the
dignity that befits the United States Congress."
White HOI‘JSG press secretary Joe Lockhart said Clinton would be
addressmg the Amencan people as much as the members of the
House and Senate. Lockhart said the president *is always
comfortable when he's dealing with issues, dealing with issues that
impact real people's lives and dealing with how the govemment can
help provide the tools that people need at home and at wor

Last year, (Clinton challenged Congress to reserve all of the
burgeoning budget surplus to *“save Social Security first." This year,
he 1s expected to urge Congress to join the administration in a
blpartlsan campaign to get the job done.

For all the‘ fanfare and‘detall about Clinton's proposals, White House
officials acknowledge that the Republican-led Congress will have its
own ideas|and won't be eager to rubber-stamp the ideas of a president
that the GOP wants to oust from office. But both sides recognize that
ideas for fi ixing SocxallSecunty and 1 1mpr0vmg schools are popular.

Cilinton w:ll renew calls to increase the minimum wage, build new
schools, i 1mpose a natnonal settlement on the tobacco ndustry, reform
the campazgn finance system, increase Pentagon spending by $110
billion over six years and allow Amencans as young as 55 years old
buy into the Medicare program. |

On forelgn policy, he \‘vﬂl emphasme the importance of fighting
terrorism and call on the Senate again to ratify the Comprehensive
Test Ban 'll“reaty He Wllll call for expanding cooperation and
assistance to the former Soviet Union to strengthen the safety and
security of nuclear stockplles proposing incentives for Russian
weapons experts to study nonrmhtary research,

© Copyright 1999 The Associated Press
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Homegrown:
’I\ he death of Albert Shanker, the

remarkably effective Jeader of thé
American Federation of Teacher<'.|
has refocused attention on the great
New York City school strikes of 1968 and
the' community school boards that
em'crged in théir wake. The massive dist
ruption of the stikes resulted in a new
system of school government in New
York City, largély shaped to sausfy
Shanker. But, in the end, it also gave a
modicum of saﬂsfacuon to the b!aclv:

" leaders and thelr tiberal allies who were

dcr"ﬂandlng that the schools be man+

aged by local communities. That system

. expired shortly before Shankes’s death

Last December, the New York state !eglsi
iature, acting affer recurrent scandals
nwoivmg community board members

' {some had taken bribes from a%plnngl

pr mc1pals} stripped the boards of most
of their power.

Dcspnc such scandals, though, thc
lssue of community control is far fromt
dead. The struggles of 1968 sought tol
brmg urban government closer to theI
pcople it affected. For the schools, thlsI

meant an arrangement that gave par—|

ents more say in their children’s educa—|
tion. At the time;|the city’s middle-class
]ews and Italians;had no great quarrel
with the schools. Thelr children did well
encugh, and they, provlded most of the,
_]obs in the school system's bureaucracy.
Tt was struggling blacks and Puerto
Ricans whe wer¢ most upset by the
highly bureaucratllc system and who saw
the solution in more direct democracy,
in schools run by local boards clected by
parénts. With the support of the Ford
Foundation, three communities soon set]
up experimental school boards. One 0f|
thcm quickly fired a group of teachers,:
many Jewish (as indeed were so many of|
the tcachers in the system then), whom
the board felt were unsympathetic to its
alms and -to black students. Strikes
callcd by Shanker’s union closed the
school system down again and again.
“The 1968 battlc aver school decen-
tralization in an obscure Brooklyn dis-
trict called Ocean Hill-Brownsville
ripped apart New, York City as nothing
has befare or after,” John Kifner wrote,
in The New York Times, commenting on
the end of the <~.ch'oo| boards’ power. "It
piaycd an early ;oic in the deterioration

‘tells us no,
left attacked ceritralized

" rufes,

.achlcvement of minority and

of rc]auons between blacks and Jews.
New York|]1bcra]s
warring camps. Albert Shanker rose in

stature from local union chief to hero to

some and anti-hero to others.”

- Now, after nearly thirty years under
local electcd boards, New. York City's
schools are again under a strong chief
and an appointed central board. Sadly,
we are in| an age In which we place
mere faith in powerful central adminis-
trators than in community control.
Mayor Rudo]ph Giuliani fought to gain
greater comrol over the scheools; Mayor
Richard Da]ey of Chicago has already
achieved if; and Mayor Richard Riordan
of Los Ange]es after his second elec-
toral victdry, is expected o seek it
Should we expect any-

thing to change as a
result? The past, alas,

Thirty years ago, the |

bureaucraqies for their
their distance
from the schools and
their inability to im-
prove the ‘achievement
of mmcrity groups, in parucu]ar blacks.
The left demomzed the union and its
single- mmdcd leader, who it claimed

‘was so fully,committed 1o the interests of
the leachcrs that those of the students.

took sccond place. Today, interestingly,
the attack ‘on school bureaucracies
comes from the right. Conservatives

offer the most fervent support for an’

odd dcsccﬁ.dant of community control:
charter scheols. These infant institu-
tions are now flourishing in a number of
states thatlpermtt parents and educa-
tional entrepreneurs to start schools.
Though funded by the government,

.they are free of local bureaueratic con-

trols and ofperate, therefore, more like
private schools. Backed by conservative
think tanks and business interests, char-
ter schools promise 1o improve the

income studlents.

But charter schools raise many of the
same fears [that community control did
thirty years ago. Can we 1irust local
groups to run schools independent of
centralized] burcaucracics? ! Worni't we
find corruption as public money is dis-

tributed to various private groups? |

Wan't blzarre school programs suddenly
wrn up funded by taxpayers’ money?
The cdltor of this magazinc, Michacl
Kelly, antacked charter schools in Decem-
ber. In Dangcrous Minds” (December
30}, Kelly reported on an altercation at

. the new Marcus Garvey School in Wash-

ington, D.C., a charter school, which, as
its name suggests is committed to black
nationalism. In the altercation, several

students rctportcdly assaulted a white -

. were split into’

low-

female reporter and threw her out of the
school. “Charter schools, and similar
ideas like the use of vouchers to pay for
tuition in private schools, enjoy support
from the right and the lefi for essentially
the same reason,” Kelly wrote, “Conser-
vatives like charter schools because they
think the schools’ autonomy will allow
the teaching once again of conservative
virtues—old-fashioned education, disci-
pline, religious instruction. The race-
and-gender left likes charter schools
because antonomy will allow the teach-
ing of its values: Afrocentric schools
for blacks and feminist schools for girls,
and so on.” Actually, the race-and-
gender left does not actively support
charter schools. They do well enough
in the public schools,
though it is true that

neighborhoads will gen-
erally place suong em-
phasis on Afrocentric
education.

Of course, the unions.
are suspicious of *such
autonomy. Their mem-
hers may lose jobs as

parcnts desert public schools and pa-

tronrize the new charter schools. Under-

standably, Shanker reprinted Kelly’s

attack in his weckly advertisement in The
New York Times shortly before his death.
Both have a poiat; charter schools may
teach nonsense. But at least the non-
sense has the support of parents, who
can always shift their children to the
public schools, or from one charter
school to another. Charters come closer

Eoune

yme.

charter schools in black

to restoring parents’ control over the

schools than any tnkering with big-
city school burcaucracies, and that is a
virtue in its own right. Furthermore,

there is good evidence that schools that

link parents, teachers and children in a
common enterprise, accepted by all, are
the most effective. Competition should
ensure that the new charter schools
deliver what parents most want—a good

education for their children. Besides, -

there is a way (o judge whether thesc
schools perform well: national standards
and national tests. Even if the schools
teach nonsense, the public—and the
parents—can at least find out if their stu-
dents can read, write and calculate.

" Shanker opposed vouchers and was
wary of charter schools. But his most
statesmanlike position was his steady

~support for national standards and

national tests. That is the answer to
Kelly’s concern over charter schools—

-not, as'some suggest, preventing these

schools frem coming into existence

and maintaining power with ccn[rai-

office bureaucrats.

NATHAN GLAZER
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Date: 02/18/97 ‘Time 16:12
SRiley:| Change laws to fix broken schools

WASHINGTON (AP) Americans should close or reorganize bad
schools| even if it means replacmng|teachers and principals,
Educatmon Secretary Richard |[Riley said Tuesday in his yearly speech
on the state of education. |

Rlley also said algebra |should be taught routinely in the eighth
grade. And he announced he would hold a forum this spring on how. to
address|the loomlng shortage of teachers. '

Riley devotéd much of the speech to selling or further
explalnlng proposals already made by President Clinton, such as
national standards and tax breaks te finance a college education.

But Riley also stressed |what states and communities should do to
1mprove|the quality of schools and teachers Laws should be
changed, if necessary, to make it easrer to clean house at schools
where students don't learn and dropout rates are high.

After the speech, a top jaide, acting Deputy Secretary Marshall
Smith, sald those necessary changes‘might include overhauling union
contracts with teachers. !

In Amerlca today, there are schools that should not be called
schools|at all, v Riley sald in the [speech, delivered in Atlianta
but telev1sed in Washington. ‘

"We need t6 stop making excuses and get 6n with the business of
fixing our schools,'' he saﬂd to an laudience that included former
President Carter under whose leadershlp the Education Department
was created. ""If a school is bad and can't be changed
reconstltute it:or close 1t‘down

"If a principal is slow to get |[the message find strength in a
new leader. If teachers are|burned out, counsel them to improve or
leave the profession. If laws need to be changed, get on with it,'’
Riley sald. |

In reiterating Clinton's push for national tests of

fourth- graders in reading and eighth-graders in math, Riley said

schools ;should begin teachldg algebra in the elghth grade, just as
it is taught elsewhere in the world.

Smith said afterward thét the pqoposal is polltlcally touchy
because |pecple aren‘t trained to teach algebra at that level and
high schools don t always want to yield control of the subJect to
middle schools.

But'Rlley stressed in hils speech that the. .Tests would be
voluntary and that the admlnlstratldn opposes a national
currlcuﬂum : : | :

In announclng a national| forum on teacher irecruitment, Riley
sald 2 mllllon new teachers will be needed in the next 10 years.

" New teachers like new lawyers and new .doctors should have
to prove that they are qualified to meet high ‘standards before
gettingla license,'' he- saidl. ‘“This|would mean that prospective
teachers are able to pass a rlgorous performance -based assessment
of what ithey know and what they are able to do.

Riley, however, did not mention raising teaoher pay as a means
of finding more |teachers.
APNP-02~ 18 97 1620EST
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Educati%n Secretary Richard| Riley said Tuesday in his yearly speech
on the state of education.

Riley also 'said algebra|should be taught routinely in the eighth
grade. And he announced he would hold a forum this spring on how to
address the loomlng shortage of teachers.

Riley devoted much of the speech to selling or further
explaining proposals already made by President Clinton, such as
national standards and tax breaks to finance a college education,

But Riley also stressed|what states and communities should do to
1mprove the Quallty of schools and teachers. Laws should be
changed, if necessary, to make it easier to clean house at schools
where students don't learn and dropout rates are high.

After. the speech a topiaide, acting Deputy Secretary Marshall
Smith, said those necessaryichanges might include overhauling union
contracts with teachers.

“In America today, there are schools that should not be called
schools|at all,'' Riley said in the speech, delivered in Atlanta
but telev1sed in Washington

“We need to stop making excuses and get on with the ‘business of
fixing our schools,'' he sald to an audience that included former
Pre51dent Carter under whose leadership the Education Department
was created. If a school is bad and can't be changed, '
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1 sent this in to the President today with the strong recommendation that this is the best statement
‘have yet read on the overarclung importance of education for the second term and how he can

pursue large _goals on the issue.
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Clinton beheves hlsto
A prlmer on what's coming in the second term. BY JONATHAN ALTER

|
i

ISTORY HAS AN IRONIC
sense of humor- It turns
out that President Clm-
. . ton’s fondest hope, for
- the millennium is to
fulfill one of George
Bush's casual promxswe

from back in 1988. Campaigning against
S Michael Dukakis, Bush pledgedtobel“the
i Education President.” He wasn't. Nor;was |

Clixton in his first term. But now, barring
an unexpected cns:s, Clinton wﬂ.l bet his

ﬂﬁnﬂmmphshed in

what the Washington wonks are calling
||the context of a balanced budger” [And
what exactly does that mean? The rap on
Clinton is that by becoming essentially a

- | cheerleading to make everyone feel better

| paign: “balancing the budget while protect
| ing our values,” the values being “M2, E2

moderate Republican on fiscal issues, he]I .
be remembered mostly as a president who3e

played a good game of defense against e
tremist ideas, with. some nice om-eoutt

There was even a mantma for it in the cam

{code for Medicare, Medlcald. edu
and the environment).

This defensive maneuver worked bri
ltantly last year, but it hamstrings Clinto: :
as he begins his second term. Commitment3§
to a balanced budget means little money 3

for the big, bold initiatives that coul
‘catapult him to greatness-—or at Jeas
greatness in the eyes of the liberals wh
write most American history. At th
same time, by promising so feverishly
protect the elderly, the president will
have a hard time making the long:
.term cuts in entitlement programs
necessary to make balancing the.
budget anything more than a tempo- 3
rary achievement. ;

Clinton's new Medicare proposal, for in- X
stance, amounts to little more than an ae-
counting giminick that buys him nothing i
the long run. Unless he pulls a Nixon-t
China on entltlement T

. CUT THE DEFICTT IN THE MID-
DLE. OF HIS TENURE, ONLY
HAVE IT BALLOON LATER will not
carved on & monument any time soon.
This is what the British call a sticky.
wicket, and it has yielded a domestic agen-§
da widely derided as too modest, even for a
centrist. The usual Washington wise guys?
anticipate a kind of energetic do-nothing-3
ism from Clinton. His short-term g
are viewed as either futile, like cam
finance reform and trying to roll back th
food-stamp and welfare cuts for legal ivnmi
grants, or as cakewalks, like uncontrove
sial regional trade pacts and more moneyX
for community policing. 2
But don’t write off Clinton's priorities as§

puny without a close look at education,
< oo 4 cducatiol

P
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Ieavmg a lasfing' imprint is that seemingly
prosaic ideas Tike tax eredifs for college and

‘not fully happening yet.

nalional _stide nt-pertormance _standards
just might transform the_country the way_

the ] Bill did in the 1950s. In 1996 the

ment, the private sector and nonprofits.

ehces and a lol 0
talk about rebuilding “civil society,” this is
“Replication” of
successful programs is all too rare. For in-
stance, Oregon has an innovative health-
care plan cut the rate of Uninstred

president _began envisioning a hation
where the first two years 6f collége are as
common as ven -
tomke eaut':a.t:mvnii ihe
way earllel presidents 1Hvo TEOG
defense” —as Mom-and-apple-pie crust/ior
expensive goodies that would neverle
swallowed otherwise.

| And that's not just political pa.c.lcagmg. in
today‘s knowledge ecouomy. the 1d&'—f_'

ucallon 1s
room to welfare (job g[ and hea.lth
cife (edieating people to slui’t to preven-

twe [éss co EIx medicinel, Chofon won
eléction and re-election partly By convinc

ing Voters that educat:lon was theu' tlcket to -
su.rwval in the

(ffegonians to 1 percent —much lower than
the national average. But the plan has not

been emulated. Government en%es i a
Systemic suppression of good 1deas,” says
Harvird protessor Alan Allsehuler, who is
trying to address the replication problem by
helping judge the Fomgﬁ’s—ﬁmo-
vations in American Government awards.

Even if Clinton does educate and mar-
shal, he will still swim upstream in the old-
fashioned, everyday world.of Washington
policymaldng. Here’s some of the rest of
this year’s agenda.

The Plan From Hope: The president’s
“Hope Scholarships” sre named not after
his homelown but after a similar pmgram

The Little Engine That Could: Clinton -
keeps the children’s book of that title in the
Oval Office, and it will take a similar Her-
culean effort to get enough reading tutors
into the schools. America’s Reading Corps
is lightly funded —only $200 million over
five years to train 30,000 reading special-
ists, who in turn are supposed to train
million volunteers. The aim is to make
sure every child reads by third grade, a no-
ble goal that, if achieved, would yield huge
personal and economic benefits for the
country. But until Clinton and Congress
add another zero to the funding, it’s little
more than a charade.

KiddieCare: One of Clinton's biggest cam-
paign promises was to provide health cov-
erage for the 10 million children who are
uninsured. But when states and private em-
ployers now generously insuring some low-
er-middle-class families figure out that
Washington will do it, they'll dump those.
kids into the federal pool, sending costs

into the stratosphere. No one

tiire, and that he would hel has figured out how to solve
thermn write it. t“ 7 that one yet.
a mamnotti rom.lse ’I}le Bel ay Wlse gllyS a-r C Help Wanted: For welfare
But the are against reform to work, it must be-
him, and not just because he e)cpectjng an energetlc dO“" come an education program.
could be capsized by scang fr C Eormer i:eclrilpi:nts muit le;in
or recession or a balky Repu th]n - I]I] ow to hold down jobs. Tke
lican hgongress Tho‘:]iglhhtlie no lsm on ton Eresslent's favorite itg::
new line-item veto elp ased on a Kansas City p
cosirans Ropabieans v DU dont write him off yet: g fanee G dan

face a choice between losing
their pet projects and siding
with the presu:lent) the two

domestic issues most i ely to

utation— Tojd] and wel-

fare—are now state

and local duttes.

—Which means the president

will have to fashion a whole new way of ¢
govemning, in which WW

rufi Many Programs or pass many laws hut

mstead coordinates and leverages broade
ge. | Evol OTE Roose—

vat, Cﬁﬁton calls this the bully-pulpit ap-
proach But given the reduced moral_au-
thon af the iden sased

system is not strong enou
|Amencans or bng successes is im-~

o move firther, Clinton needs {whai
Ihls communjcations director, Donald
[Baer, calls a domestic “Marshal Plan™—

that's “marshal” with one “L.” The ongmal
Marshall Plan, announced in 1947 by See-.
retary of State George Marshall, was a
huge investment in postwar Europe. No
one is expecting that now domestically, In-
stead, this organizational effort, wha@ver
it 15 called, would move beygnd eloquent
words_toward_conerete-action plans for_

marshaling existing resources of govern-
i

hlS education ideas could
s’m]l transform the country

tl’fle way the Gl Bill did.

in Georgia. They would provide a $1,500
tax credit (direct money) and a $10,000 tax -
deduction for college costs. The plan, which
is aimed at middle-class families more than
poor ones, would make the first year of col-
lege essentially free. Students earning at
least a B average would be e].igible for a
seconid year of the cradit. This is a big-
budget item—$42 billion aver six years—
and it could generate both grade inflation
and tuition inflation. But it's the biggest
plank on Clinton's bridge.

Bricks and Mortar: Computers in the
schools? Try elassrooms that don't leak. A
new report says that more than a third of
American children attend schools that
need to be rebuilt or undergo major re-
pairs. The backlog now totals a staggering
$112 billion. Clinton is proposing $5 billion
over five years, with a bonding formula to
leverage an additional $20 billion locally,
It's a start —and a way to get federal mon-
ey into the schools without threatening lo-
cal control over curriculum.

welfare recipient’s check to
an employer as a wage sup-
plement. The government
picks up at least half of the
pew worker’s salary, plus
-benefits, and the employer
picks up the other portion, of-
_ten minuscule. By the time
benefits expire, the company
should have a fully trained employee.

In theory, anyway. Incentives to hire wel-
fare recipients haven’t worked in the past.
Clinton may be forced to revisit the old idea
of Jow-wage public-sector jobs, though he
would have to persuade labor to drop its
hidebound opposition. The president is se-
riously interested in making welfare reform
a reality, but not yet seriously enough com-
mitted to what's necessary toaccomplish it.

Having heen burned so badly on health-
care reform in 1993-84, Clinton has be-
come a quintessential consensus politician,
defery o_move slowly with com-
dence—bmldmg measures that restore faith

T POV At belore
confusion comes from mterpre'ﬁx?‘ﬂns as

a retreat from the lofty goals of the Inau-
gural Address. Under fire, the president is
still to

from merely exhorting his troops to mar-
shaling them for conquest. 7‘(_

With PAT WiNGERT, Rici THOMAS and KAREN
BREsLAU in Washington and hureau reports

45
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Philip Coltoff
. Executive Director

March 5, 1997

Mr. Bruce Reed

Assistant to the Presrdent for
Policy Development

White House 2nd Floor, West

1700 Pennslylvanla Avenue

Washington, DC 20502
Dear Mr. Reed:

I am so pleased to enclose this copy of an op/ed piece on public
school reform that appeared in The Christian Science Monitor last
Monday..

‘ In all of the coverage of President Clinton’s education initiatives,
it has seemed to us that one crucial point has been missed: education
does not take place in a vacuum_ We therefore ask for. a. broader
or curncuium in @ vacuum, but at the realltres that keee children from
learning in the first place. Standards, alone, may not be enough.

We are delighted that the Monitor was able to publish this essay,

- || . Lo H 1] " L1}
and are espelmally grateful for your interest in our "community schools
where this a;inroach is producing such positive results. | would welcome
your call if you'd like to discuss these ideas. As we evaluate our model

and adapt it to new sites in New York and nationally, | look forward to
keeping you mformed

Sincerely, |

PR SO R AP
PCiea., . .. ... .

Enclosure

105 EAST 22nd STREET « NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10010 » (212) 343-4917
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‘Full Service’ Schools Broaden
Definition ot Education Reform

By Philip Coltoff

P RESIDENT; Clinton wants a non-partisan commii-

ment to educatmn as “one ofi the critical national

security issues” of our [uture. But hlgher standards, more
choice, and bettér teacher training may not be enough to
ensure that our ¢hildren will learn,

With every new survey, the conclusmn becomes clearer:
The [school reforim movement has not succeeded in meet-
ing the needs of poor urban children|~ children who come
to school hungry or sick, who live|in violent neighbor-
hoods, in overcrowded apartments, with over- stressed
families.

Why, then, m all the “post- game
analy51s of these reports, do we hear
only more calls [for raising standards,
reforming curriculum, changing gov'er-
nance structures, developing new test
instruments, training teachers dlffler—
ently, or holdmg schools more account-
able - as if the problem is strictly WI.tl'lln
the school, and ha.s nothing to do with
children’s lives outside it?

Itidoesn’t takean expert to know that
education doesn t exist in isolation
from all of the other areas of a child’s
life.i Yet we contmue to treat it as a
separate componlent We see educational achievement as
the route to greater socio-economic opportunity, yvet
fail to see how current socio-economic conditions hamper
achievement in the first place, We View schools as a cure-all
for our social ills but don’t equip them to deal with the
social ills they face daily.

Partisanship is not the problem; aur view of education
is. Untll we take a more comprehenswe view, even the best
reforms will fail. We need to chamgeI our concept of what
school reform entails — to create models that enhance
academlc performance by recognizing the realities that
keep children from learning.

This is the strategy behind a commumty schools” pro-
ject that the Chlldren s Aid Society 1rnplemented five years
ago, | in partnershlp with the New York Clty Board of Edvcation,
in four public schoals in Waslungton Heights. These
schdols offer the' full range of proglams and services that
chﬂdren and families need, including on-site health care,
counsehng, tutoring, recreation, aduit education, and
cultural programs Before- and after school programs tie

We view schools as o
cure-all for our social

ills but don't equip them
to deal with the social ills
they face every day.

directly to the children’s classroom experience. In the
summer, the schools become camps for community
children of all ages. Some of the schools offer Head Start
programs, early childhood classes, and day care. All of the
schools are open from 7 a.m. to 10 p m., six days a week,
12 months a vear.

Academic achievement has improved in these schools,
despite the fact that fully half of these children are
Limited English Proficient and all gualify for the federal
free school lunch. At PS. 5, a grade school that opened in
1993, third-graders who were reading at grade level
increased from 10 percent in grade 3 to 16 percent in
grade 4 to 35 percent in grade 5. At
1.S. 218, a middle school that cpened
in 1992, math performance rose
from 37 percent at grade level in
1994 to 44 percent in 1995 and 51
percent in 1996,

Scores still aren’t as high as in
schools with a selected student body
or in high-income areas, yet perfor-
mance is improving each year and
the general needs of youth and fami-
lies are being met. '

This is only one model. Other “full
service” sehools are opening in rurat,
suburban, and urban areas, finding
advantages - including cost efficiencies — in providing
critical supports through the school. In New York, the
mode! costs about 3850 per youngster per year — a small
increment when taxpayers are paying almost 57,000 per
youngster now for schools that are not performing. And
much of this cost could be covered by existing funding -
Medicaid, drug-free schools, Goals 2000, or others — if we
consolidated those funds in the public school. It’s the
location of services in the school — and the coordination
ameong them - that is the biggest change, and challenge.

To espouse full-service or community schools doesn’t
mean we turn our backs on school reform, only that we
broaden our definition of it. By bringing a panoply of new
resources into a school, lightening the burden of teachers
and students, we create an environment in which the best
reforms have every chance at success - and, more important,
s0 do the children.

M Philip Coltoft is executive director of the Children's
Aid Society in New York.

This article is reproduced with permission from the February 24 issue of the AMonitor, page 19
Copyright @ 1997 The Christion Science Publishing Society, All rights reserved, One Norwoy Street, Boston MA 02315.3122.
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Limit to Gov't-Education Role Urged

By Anick Jesdanun
Associated Press Writer
Wednesday, January 27, 1999; 2:02 p.m. EST

0P NEWS . POI.ITCS .. #ETRO SINE MH?ECH

¥/ORLD ;RAUOH WEATHER

Pactiiers: WASHINGTON (AP) -- A current governor and a former govemor
Newsweelcom urged Congress on Wednesday fo limit the federal government's role
Britannica-Hewsweek in educatlon, saying the Educatlon Department should not become a
Ihternet uide | federal school board.
Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Ridge and former Ohio Gov. George V.
Voinovich, both Republicans, said states and local school dlstncts
should be g|1ven flexibility to innovate.”

“"Unleash the creativity of states, hold us accountable and give us the
opportunity to partner with you,” Ridge told.the House Committee on
Education and the Workforce. -

Congress i 1s set to consider leglslatlon this year to renew federal
programs for grades K through 12. Wednesday's House hearing was
the first of severai scheduled to prepare for that task.

President Clmton in his State of the Umon address this month, said
he would seek $200 million to help states fix their schools and $600
million to triple funding for after-school and summer catch-up
programs for failing students.

Administration officials also are working on proposals to tie the $15
‘ billion that! states get from the federal education budget to Clinton's
accountability goals, which include requirements that schools stop
promoting |students who are failing and that states fix or shut down
low-performing schoois.

Voinovich|said governors are “concerned about the consequences for
states and communities that fail to adopt the new federally mandated
policies." _

On school construction, Voinovich said Clinton's proposal would
reward states that have not taken action to keep up with
mfrastmcture In states like Ohie, which committed more than $1.5
billion to repair or rebuild schools taxpayers essentially would be

asked to p:'s.y for construction twice, Voinovich said.

dege andVoinovich both called for expanding to all 50 states a pilot
program that now gives a dozen states, including Ohio, additional
flexibility in spendmg their federal educatlon dollars.

Ridge, who served in the House for 12 years, said states should be
considered partners in any effort to overhaul education.

Ihtrp:ffsearch.washingtonpost.coﬁﬂW...O/1999{}1 27/V000372-012799-idx. htm

1/27/99 6:09 PM
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""Education| policies and initiatives historically have been the domain
of the states and their local school districts, not the federal
govemment Ridge said. " Thaf's not to say we are not grateful of
the dollars we receive and that objectives and goals of those dollars
are not ob_]ectlves and goals that we share.”

He said Washmgton could properly establish a framework of
standards, as long as states still can tailor policies to meet unique
needs and get arange of options from which to choose. Ex1st1ng
federal mandates are too restrictive, Ridge said.

Rep. William Goodling, R-Pa., the education committee chairman,
also spoke of a desire to keep pohcy decisions at the state and local

levels, notixlg that more than 92 percent of all education spending
come from those sources.

© Copyright 1999 The Associated Press
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. DOUG BANDOW

he federal government
is now following the
states in seeking to
extort billions from the
tobacco industry. Ciga-
rette companies aren't -

the only targets: Gun makers cur--

rently are seeking to settle & pack of
municipal lawsuits, and alcoho! pro-
ducers, too, could find themnselves in
tawyers' legal gun sights, Yet a new
Federal Trade Comnission report
concludes that when it comes to
advertising, at least, sel{-regulation
is the best means of addressing the
problem of alcoho! abuse,

.The states’ success in using liti-
gation to loot the tobacco industry
has spurred copycat suits. Already

one case has been filed against the -

alcohol industry by a Flarda group,
“Victory Over Addiction Interna-

tional” The plaintiffs sought $1 bil- ~

lion in restitution, unspecifled puni-

tive damages, and severe limitson -

advertising and marketing. -

~ The latter remedy is a pgoal of
even-those who.aren’t suing, When
the American Medical Association
hasted an International Alcohol
Policy Conference, participants
charged alcohol makers with using
“frogs, lizards, dogs and cartoonlike

characters that appeal to youth to

promote alcoholic beverages.” Sim-
ilarly, the Marin Institute, a major
- federal grantee, promoted efforts to

cartoons in its beer ads.

More threatening was the short-
lived political campaign against
liquor advertising three years ago.
When Joseph E. Seagram and Sons -
abandoned its voluntary ban on
-broadcast- ads; some-people.react-
ed as if cocaine merchants had
taken over Madlson Avenue. The

i
l
y
|

no basxs for concluding that rules

banning or otherwise limiting alco-
I'um m u C e OI‘ lon ol advertising would offer signifi-
- cant protection to the public” -

However, threats from Congress
‘and the FCC alike to investigate
and legislate made networks reluc-
tant to-run any ads. The result has
been a de facto adverising ban.

The political furor eventually
died down, but not before Congress
instructed the FTC to review the

uelation in preventing alcohol
advertising and marketing to those

report.

industry critics. Concluded the
FTC: “Self-regulation is a realistic,
responsive and responsible
approach to many of the issues
- raised by underage drinking. Itcan
deal quickly and flexibly with a
wide range of advertising issues
and brings the accumulated expe-
rience and judgment of an industry
to bear without the r;gidlt}' of gov-

stop Anheuser-Busch from using
— __Indeed, at the very momeént then-
TFCC Chaitman Reed Hundt- was——impact-on-the-demand.for-alcohol__ covering content and placement.
attacking makers of distilled spirits  {as spposed to brand preference). Mest individual cothpani&s imple:
for planning to advertise, the beer
industry was spending more than
%600 million annually on television
ads. Yet no one, least of all Mr.
sense. If products can be legally — Hundt;complained about the fatter._

, they can be advertised. Moreaver. it isn’t clear that

R —)—|—ernment-regulation.” The commis-
sion indicated such an approach
was particularly important given
the First Amendment pmtecuons
afforded advertising.

ations — the Distilled Spirits Coun-

“ Y “ERD TREY WERE GQRMNG CH\LDR&R... o - cil.of the United States (DISCUS),

Federal-Trade. Commlssmn_{F_'T‘C)
and Federal Communications Com-
mission (FCC) launched investiga-
tions. Members of Congress intro-
- duced legislation. Commentators
" fulminated and activists raged.
The protests never made any

Wine Institute; and Beer Institute —
advertlsmg has a substantial © have voluntary advertising codes

More than a décade ago the FTC  ment similar guidelines.

admitted there was "no reliable Despite the lack of government
basis to conclude that alcohol- enforcement, the FTC reports that
advertising significantly affects  "“for the most part, members of the
consumption, let alone abuse” and  industry comply with the current

effectiveness of industry self-reg- -
below the age of 2. Twd years later -
the commission has released its

The result is a sharp rebuff to’

Al three alcohal industry associ-

roission, “many individual compa-
nies follow their own internal stan-
dards that exceed code require-
ments.”

The FTC did recommend that
the industry Hehten its restrictions,
such as avoiding advertising in
media that reaches even a small
percentage of underage consumers.
The commission also advocated
creation of an outside, independent
review panel, along the lines af the
National Advertising Review Board
of the Council of Better Business
Bureaus.

. Nevertheless, the agency’s report
offers a dramatic contrast to the
usual attempt of government agen-
cies to forever expand their power
over private industry. When the
controversy first arose, the FCC,
led by Reed Hundt, seemed eager
to regulate alcohal advertising. It
anly reluctantly concluded that it
lacked the legal authority to do so.

Not so the FTC, which now
emphasizes that self-regulation is
better than povernment interven-
tion. The commission's new, respon-

- __sibie stance should encourage the

networks 10 accept ads from-dis-
tillers, thereby treating them like
any other companies,

Litigation is an awful way to
make national policy. Almostas bad
is regulation — or the threat of reg-’
ulaton — by largely unaccountable
bureaucracies. As the FTC
acknowledges, the alcohol indus-
try has shown how private compa-

—nies can-cooperate,-voluntarily, .|

better protect the public interest.

Doug Bandow, a senior fellow at
the Cato Institute, is a nationally

that “absent such eévidence, there is— -standards.*Indeed,-adds the_com- __syndicaied columnist.
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KATHLEEN PARKER

t is said that the best thing a
father can do for his daughter
is to lave her mother.

A girl lucky enough to
aohserve her “first mar” demon-
strating affection and respect for
the woman with whom she most
strongly identifies grows up with
confidence and high self-esteem.

- More likely than not, she'll set’
her standards high when seeking
her own mate. ) '

Now, new research published in
the August issue of the Journal of
Personality and Social Psychology,
suggests there’s more fathers can
do: Be there.

The gist of the study of 173 girls
and their families is that girls who
have a close, positive family rela-
tionship in their first five years —

especially with their fathers —
enter puberty later in life. Specifi-
cally, the researchers found that
girls reaching puberty later had
fathers who: were active caregivers
and had positive relationships with.
the mothers. . :
Conversely, the researchers —
led by Dr. Bruce Ellis of the Uni-
versity of Canterbury in New
Zealand -— found that girls who
grew up without their father at
home, or in dysfunctional homes
where the father was present,
entered puberty earlier. :
Why? Apparently, girls' biologi-

cal clocks are tuned not only to -

Afather’s greatest gift

their physical environment but to
the emotignal atmosphere as weil.
We've all heard of female room-
mates who, after living together a
few months, mysteriously synchro-
nize their menstrual cycles. The

- same principle may apply to the

onset of puberty in relation to the
man of the house.
- Dr Ellis and his colleagues believe
girls unconsciously adjust the timing of
their puberty based on their fathers’
behavior. Pheromones — those infor-
mation-packed hormones we hear so
much about —hold the key.

The theory is that girls who grow
up in a stable relationship with their

biological father are exposed to his
pheromones, which causes them to
postpone puberty — possibly as a
shield against incest. Who knows?
Maybe Neanderthal Dad was a randy
creep when Mom was napping.

. Girls who grow up with stepfa.
thers or their mothers' boyfriends,
on the other hand, are exposed to
other-guy pheromones that may
accelerate puberty. Draw your own
conclusions.

Those of us who grew up with
fathers don't need convincing that
dads matter. Nevertheless, this
research adds dimension to the
arguments that fathers are espe-
cially important to girls and their
future well-being.

Even without scientific data, the
researchers’ theories make sense.

We've learned that girls who Brow
up without fathers tend to becorme

- sexually active at earlier apes; that

girls without fathers tend to Iook for
male approval in intimate relation:

ships before they're emotionally
_ready. :

In recent years, girls have

~ become sexually active at earlier

ages than ever before in Ameri-
can history. Is it mere coinci-
dence that simultaneously, more
girls than ever are growing up in
households without their biolog-
ical fathers?

It's a fact that girls are reaching
puberty earlier and engaging in sex
sooner than they should, [t's a fact
that sexual activity leads to unwant-
ed pregnancy, disease and future

_-health problems. Early sexual

activity and multiple partmers are
associated with cervical cancer, for
instance, .

Logically, girls don't experi-
tment with sex — at least voluntar-
ily — until they've reached puber-
fy. Logically, the later the onset of .
puberty, the better. -

Given that we can’t seem to curb
the media's insatiable appetite for
titillation nor stem the onslaught
of sexual messages that say, Just-
Do-It, we might do better to seek
ways to postpone puberty. How
nice if the solution were as simple
as having a good dad around the
house.

Kathléen Parker is-a nationally
syndicated coltrmnist,
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team of conservative Chris-
tian Republicans has spent
the last six months quiethy
interviewing all of the
Republican presidential candi-
dates, except Sen. John McCain and
Elizabeth Dole, who declined
because of scheduling conflicts. The
purpose of the interviews was to
. determine the candidates’ degree of
acceptability to this important con-
sttuency. .
Qperating under the umbrellz of
-a group called the Madison Project,
which is headed by Michael Farris,
president of the Horne School Legal
Defense Association, the group con-
cluded its interviews last Friday in
Washington with the leading con-
“tender for the GOP nomination,
Texas Gov. George W. Bush. Some
social conservatives have
expressed concern that Mr. Bush
might be “squishy” on such issues
as abortion, school choice and other
subjects dear to their hearts. -

Inquiring of the

Mr. Farris told me, “I think Bush
is acceptable. I'll support him if
tie's the nominee.” It is enough for
Mr. Farris and the 14 other mem-

bers of the group that Mr. Bush -

says he would appoint federal
judges who are “strict construc-
tionists” They reason thatif such a
phrase was gead enough for their
hero Ronald Reagan, it's good
enough when Mr. Bush uses it
They don't need to hear the phrase
“litmus test.” Still, Mr. Farris said
the group also would support Steve

Forbes, should he win the pomina- -

tion, 2 position apparently intended
to keep Mr. Bush from courting the

liberal wing. The other Republican

front-runner’s mind

candidates, incleding Gary Bauer
and Alan Keyes, were dismissed as
“fooling themselves” by pursuing
the presidency.

Among those on the interview
panel were former Republican Sen.
William Armstrong of Colorado,

Houston Appeals Judge Paul .

Pressler, Tim LaHaye, a best-sell-
ing author and one of the founders
" of the modern religious conserva-
tive movement, Presbyterian min-
ister D. James Kennedy of Fort
Lauderdale, Fla., and Paul
Weyrich, who earlier this year
called on social conservatives to
give up on electoral politics and
establish “parallel institutions” to

train a new generation of young
people with conservative beliefs
and vaiues. -

Mr. Armstrong said Mr. Bush
“favorably impressed him." Mr.
Bush is “a man of conviction™ and
“he doesn't need to go further™ in
his pro-life statements. Mr. Arm.

strong believes Mr. Bush’s religious .

faith is genuine. On the issue of gay
rights, Mr. Armstrong asked the

‘governor whether he thought it was -

OK for an ambassador and depart-
ment heads to be openly homosex-
uval. Mr. Bush told the group he
would not “knowingly" appoint a
practicing homosexual as an
ambassador or department head,
‘but neither would he dismiss any-

one who was discovered to be a -

homosexual after beingnamedtoa
position. The impression Mr. Arm-
strong received was that as long as
sameone kept his or her sexual
preferences private and did not
promote them to influence policy,

Mr. Bush could live with such an
arrangement. "I wish he had nailed

that down a little more," said Mr..

Armstrong.-

On the Department of Educa-
tion, which some conservatives
have tried but failed to eliminate
since Ronald Reagan's administra-
tion, Mr. Armstrong said Mr. Bush
was not prepared to make.such a
premise, but that he will “decen-
tralize the money,” allowing more
state and local control of public
schoois.

Mr. Pressier told me that "social

conservatives have nothing to fear
from a George W Bush presidency”
Mr. Farris said Mr. Bush promised
him that, as president, he woutd

make sure government leaves the

growing home school movement
alone and would pratect it from
encroaching federal agencies.
Social conservatives want to win
the next election, so they are will-
ing to abandon the candidates who

might more clearly articulate their-
beliefs but can't attract the vast
middle necessary to any political '
victory. Increasingly they are lining
up behind the Texas governor, while |
keeping Steve Forbes as a “reserve
guarterback” .in case Mr. Bush is
injured. I've called this strategy
“principled pragmatism,” and it's
the only approach that can win.
The series of candidate inter-
views, which remarkably did not
leak, seems to have settled the ques-
tion of George W. Bush’s social-
issue bona fides. Mr. Bush's per-
ceived convictions, coupled with a
non-threatening demeanor, will
make it barder for the Democratic
nominee to marginalize Mr. Bush,
an “extremist” and a lackey g
so-called Religious Right. B
won't keep him from tryifg

Col Thomas is @ i
dicated columnis!g
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| Me)oco S tnal of the century
‘ ' mvestlgatlon wasthe dzscovery of a skeleton on Raul

.Salinas’ property that was said to be the remains of
. amissing PRI official whomn Salinas had presurnably

exico’s own “itrial of the century” conclud-

ed last week. After rendering a guilty ver- -

dlct‘ the judge sentenced 52-year-old-Raul
‘Salinas de C‘rortan the brother of Mexico’s dis-
graced former presuient to prison for 30 vears
without the possrblllty of parole. In an investigaton

and trial that lasted more than four years, fre--
_quently mtermpted by bizarre and shocking devel- 3
* opments, Raul Salinas was found guilty of bemg theé:

“intellectual|author” — the mastermind — of the
September 1994 assassination of Jose Francisco
" Ruiz Massie(, who was Salinas’ former brother-in-

law and thesecond-most powerful official of the

Insttutional [Revolutionary Party (PRI), Mexico’s

longnme ruling party.

Not surpnsmgiy. since Rawl Salinas was arrested

. and deta.med|m one of Mexico's most notorious pris- -

~ onsin February 1995, Mexican President Ernesto

Zedille has showcased the detention, the investiga-~

*. tion and the trial as proof that the rule of law had
finally been :ntmduced in Mexico. To be sure, the
trial was unprecedented, and the verdict ostensibly
reinforced Presxdent Zedilio's c)aims. -

However, niot all critics have been convinced that
legal reform has taken root in Mexico. They argue,
for example, mat the investigation was s¢ flawed that

" Raul Salinas could only have been convicted on the
-directorders fmm President Zedilic, whohad a long-,
" running feud w1th his predecessor, Carlos Salinas de

*.Gortari. Within days of his brother’s arrest, mean-
" while, Carlos Salinas exiled himselfto Ireland, which,
conveniently for him, has no extradition treaty with

Mexico. At Lhe tme, it'simportant torecall, the Mex- -

ican econom}; was reeling from a currency devalu-
ation made necessary after President Saiinas had
_ bequeathed empty hard-currency ceffers to his suc-
‘cessar. Moreover the subsequent discovery of more
than $100 million in Raul Salirias’ Swiss bank
accounts — drug-tamted loot, aecordmg to Swiss
- investigators — T did: riot improve his image among
: Mexlco S unpcvenshed middle class. -
© Among the bizarre developments in the ﬂawed

killed after. conspiring with him to murder Ruiz
Massieu. The skeleton, it turned out, had been plant. -
ed by a clairvoyant whose services were enlisted by

_investigators. In another questicnalsle twist, a spe-

cial prosecutor appeinted by President Zedille made
payments of $500,000 to the sister of Raul Salinas’
principal accuser. Problems certainly did not begin
with Mr. Zedillo’s prosecutors. The initial special

.prosecutor, who was appointed by then-President

Carlos Salinas, was the brother of the murder victim.
Nevertheless, he was later accused of covering up .
evidence that implicated  Raul Salinas. To avoid

- obstructon-of-justice charges, Mario Ruiz Massieu,

the victim's brother, fled to the United States, where

- he had earlier deposited millions of dollars in Hous-

ton bank dccounts. . _
Considering the fiawed investigation and the polit-
ical capital President Zedillo would gain from a con-

, viction,-an epposition senator told the Los Angeles
- Tirnes, “This is a sentence dictated from the desk of

Zedillo. If Rawl Salinas was acquitted, Zedillo would

‘have been indicted by 90 million Mexicans.” Indeed,
_the judge who declared Raul Salinas guilty found it
-necessary to note-in his decision that his ruling was

one of “‘absolute impartiality, honesty, probity and
independence.” The judge also felt compelled to
deny receiving “instructions, pressures or orders ., .,
that could imply subordination to some interest
other than those of justice.”

Indisputably, from beginning to end the case was

no hallmark of legal reform. As Mexican analyst .-

Jo:ge Castaneda noted, “It’s 5o clearly a political deci-
sion, I dot’t think one wﬁl see this as a step forward
in the establishment of the rule of law in Mexico.” The
narco-corruption that has pervaded the PRI and

" other powerful Me:ocan institutions surely offers
. Mexico's judicial system enough opportunity to

demonstrate to what extent real legal reform has
taken root in Mex.ico '

%t w“sﬁi"ﬂfﬂﬁ Timeg
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Give D.C. students a break; ..

sity of the District of Coiumbia is not all it can be,
_Awhich means that its students are prone to miss-
ing the high mark as well. Fortunately, UDC and city

ﬁ § most everyone has come to accept, the Univer-

officials are trying to turn that around. In the meanume, )

Rep. Tom Davis is offering a promising solution.

Rep. Davis, Northern Virginia Republican, wants
D.C. students to be able to attend the state universi-
1y of their choice at in-state costs. For parents strug-
gling to come up with the ever-incréeasing costs of
higher education, the legislative proposal holds out
much hope. Even better, UDC will not have to close
its doors. To the contrary, the proposal affords UDC
and city officials more time to continue reforming the
troubled 20-year old university. The opportunity 1o
improve the lot of D.C. residents, however, should not
hinge on the stability of UDC. ;

Imagine, for a moment. a single D.C. parent whose

child attends a public college in another state. While
the average tultion in-state caosts are about $4,000,
which is about the price ar the University of Mary-
land-Eastern Shore, out-of-state tuition: at state

“schools is as low as only $2,000 more and as high as
$£10,000. How unfortunate it is when a academically
astute high-school senior is jost to an inferior college,
or worse the streets, because her pareni(s) could not
afford to send her to college at all. Such isthe sad fact
of iife for hundreds of D.C. graduates each and every
year.

“We're going to create greater opporrumty for
D.C. residents,” Rep. Davis has said. They really
don’t have a state university. UDC doesn't cut it.
UDC has been troubled for a long, long time.”
Indeed, should bright D.C. students suffer

because adults can't seem to get it right?
Financially, UDC continues to'struggle. Manage--

rially, it has solved some of the more negative preb-

lems of years past — most of which centered around

mismanagement, some of it eriminal, by school offi- -

cials. And although most of that is water under the
bridge, UDC still must have a narrowly focused mis-
sion and the right mix of administrators and faculry

To carry it out. Such is not the present case. But, while

UDC is on the mend, students in the nation’s capital
can look forward to reaping the educational bengfits
of attending schools around the country. '

_ The Davis proposal, besides widening opporturi- '
ties for D.C. residents, would aid the universities as

well, as the federal government, not the state, would
pick up the tab for the difference between in-state and
out-of-state tuition costs. Moreover, additional stu-
dents at state schools means additonal money. Who
could balk at that?

D.C. Delegate Eleanor Holmes Norton supparts the
idea, saying the proposal is another way for the fed-
eral government to give back to the nation's capital.
And she is right. Besides, D.C. students would have
to compete for slots against other out-of-state stu-
dents, and Rep. Dawvis and co-supporters must be cer-
tain the legislation spells that out as clearly as possi-
ble. .

Initally, the in-state tuition program would only
benefit about 400 pubiic high school grads who live
in the District; it costs about $7 mitlion. Butthis isa
winning situation for alf pertdnent pardes and the pro-
gram should eventually be expanded citywide. When
it comes to education, bright students deserve all the
chances we can give them.

: frée captiVes of the government schools

“"_meloymg the hlgh soundlng rhetoric of
—{ “accountability,” Mr. Clinton proposed & major

© 1_sfederal education inidative in his State of the .

Union speech. According to a White House “fact
sheet," these “accountability measures” are
“designed to hold students, teachers and schools to

- high standards.” More likely, they are designed 1o
protect the teacheérs' lobby from any real threat to its
near-monepoly power.

Federally determined “accountability measures”
represent President Clinton's reflexive solution.
These ideas are hardly earth-shattering. The presi-
dent wants to end social promotion, finally. He wants

teachers who are “qualified to teach the subjectsthey .

are assigned.” What a novel idez. Mr. Clinton
bernoans the fact that “fully one quarter of secondary
- schoal teachers [are] lacking even a minor in their

main teaching field,” but he does not require them

10 get ¢ne. .

To guarantee that teachers are qualified, the pres-
ident proposes teacher "performance examinations,”
but he specifically exempts current teachers, many
of whotii are ¢learly paftof the probleni. He wiould
test anly new teachers. He dees not call for an end
to tenure, which would be.truly revolutionary. He
also wanlts states to turn around low-performing
schools — how insightful — and he has promised a
S200 million down payment in the next budget to help
themn start their urn-around mission.

The idea that competition — the lifeblood of cap-
italism and the source of this pation's unprecedent
ed accumulation of wealth — should play amajor role
in education 1s abhorrent to Ar. Clinton and the
Democratic Party. The reason is axiomatic: The

* party has been a longtime captive of the teachers’
lobby and has become addicted 1o the millions of dol-

lars teachers' unions contribute to its candidates’
campalgns.
Fat and happy with their monopoly of public

" funds, public-school teachers detest competition.

Mr Clinton has been determined to preserve that
monopoly, even if it requires that yet another gen-
eration of inner-city schoolchildren is victimized by
the system's utter failure to educate the vast major-
ity of them adequately. How else to explain the pres-

-ident’s veto of an experimental inner-city scholarship

plan that would have given 2,000 poor Washington,
DC., students as much as 33,200 per year to anend
private or suburban schools.

The president has found 3200 million in a single
year to begin funding so-called state turn-around

“-efforts, but he vetoed a five-year, 345 million exper-
Jiment that had so0 much potential that the teachers’
injons called in all their chips to kill it. Since the D.C.

scholarship experiment was to be federally funded,

not a dime would have been subtracted fromthe D.C.

school ‘budget. Under that condition, even D.C,
schools Superintendent Arlene Ackerman would
notopposeit. .

In 1963, Alabama Gov George Wallace stood in the
doorway at the University of Alabama to prevent
black students from integrating the school. In 1999,
Bill Clinton and the Democratic Party are standing
in the doorways of failed innercity schools through-
out America, determined to keep poor black and His-

_panic students inside and consigning the over-

whelming majority of them to vastly inferior
educations. .

" Ehe Washington Times




| Essay
WILLIAM SAFIRE

~ The
- Witness
]ssue

WASHINGTON

Ttall dependsan what you mean by’

. the word depose :
Rooted in the Latin pausare ‘'to
put down "[the meaning in English in
1300 was ‘dethrone; to put. down
from high office.”
~ Because [of some confusion in the
- Middle Ages with deponare, ‘‘to de-
_posit,” the |verb depose déveloped a
second meanmg Yo -give evidence
" under oath; to make a deposition.”
Thus, |r! by depose. you rmean
“should Pres:dem Clinton be re-
~ moved from office?” r.he answer is
no.

Burtif by depose you mean **should
Cllnton be lm\nted to tell the whole
truth at his Senate tr1al‘>" the an-
swer is yes

- Last week the House managers
presented a persuasive case that the
President of the 1U.5. had systemati-
cally lied uuder path to support an
obstruction of justice. Though his re-
meval by the Senate gained little
ground, the impeachment by the

. House gamed respectability. Hutch-
- inson, Graham Rogan and-Barr are
future senators and governors.
This week the President’s lawyers
— whose contemptueus answers 1o
81 House questions triggered Clin-
ton's impedchment — demonstrated
- that artful Jawyering can cast doubt
On any-set ‘of facts.
Clinton' s‘ lead counsel, Charles
- Ruff, ‘was at his most effective in
countering |the charge that- Vernon
- Jordan's sudden burst of activity in
getting Momca Lewinsky a job was
. caused by a Jones court decision that
could have |requ1red her to testify.

"He was least effective, however, in

- pressing Clmmn s claim that he was
* “not paylng attention"’ when his
" Jones deposmon lawyer, in his pres-

ence, unwittingly - mxsmforme_d a

Federal judge that no sex had been
" engaged in| “in any way, shape or
form."” The prosecution's videotape
of Clinten, his eves first riveted on
his lawyer. then switching to the
judge, proves him to be lying about
"mattennon” on a central matter.
B necessarlly coming to gnps

. with the House s charges, the Presi-
dent's lawyers were forced to defeat
their own aim of avoiding the calling
of witnesses, When grand jury testi-

maony is in conflict, as Clinton defend-
ers ingist some to be, the Senate
must decide for itself who is' teiling
the truth. - ]

That means that next week the
Senate wili have to deal with the
Witnass Issue. And that brings us to

© the second meaning of depose.
-Before any witness is brought to -

the well of the Senate, he or she
would' be examined under oath in

private. Each side would see the oth-

er's depositions. That would speed
the public testimony and dlsappomt
the iascivious.

Vernon Jordan will explam the

cause of the sudden urgency to get
Monica employsent, and she will be

asked to verify or confront the Presi- '

dent’s. denials of tampering. Betty
Currie will explain how the subpoe-
naed gifts got under her bed, and
with whom she discussed her story
while on the President's Africa trip.

.And if undue pressure last month on

House. members is suspected, that
could_be guietly explored.

What about Clinton as wnness_?
Believers in the separatien of powers
propefly receil at compelling his tes-

timeny (just as they do at the notion -

of censure). But the Senate should
ask for a deposition, the transcript to

be released before the trial ends, If

he gutsily agrees, that would be a

‘pleasant surprise, but he'll declme .

as is his right.
What's the purpose of deposmons

if.the, accused is -unlikely to be de- -

posed from power? To what end is a
full trial when the end seems sure?
It’s not & waste of time. The White
House threat to call a parade of
witnesses and drag this out through

- the summer is pure bluster. The Sen-
ate won't aflow it; and even if it did, "
the public would 'soon put the blame

for shutdown on the filibustering
President. That threat is idle.

The purpose of depositions is to let
lawyers on both sides cross-examine
witfiesses at iength ‘in private. An
meradlcable record is being made. A

hundred years from now, scholars’

will be poring over these-depositions
to- understand the man, our times,
and why this generation gave a2 pass
to perjury and obeisance to obstruc-
tiGn.

impeachment was sStrong censure;
the adversarial process in the Senate

© 10 get at the truth is itself serious

chastisement. 1n a few wéeks comes

the vote t0 acquit or depose. And then

it shouid be over, excépt for the fully
documented judgment of history.: -

Bob Herbert is on vacation. -

Punish the President? The House -

Elye New York Simes
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Sepai‘ate but |

By Jonathan Zimmerman

magine two public sthools,
-somewhere in  America’s
checkered : educational land-
scape.- School A lacks serv-
ices for bilingual children,
sports teams for girls and
elevators for the handicapped. In
School B, meanwhile, more than half
of the teachers lack training in the
subjects they instruct.
Which school
against its students?
They both do, of course. School A
harms those groups that suffered
discrimination ‘in the past. But
School B discriminates against all of
its students, who will surely get a far
worse education than children with
better-irained teachers receive,
Which school is breaking Federal
law? .
The answer, until now, has been
. Schoat A alone. Thanks ta a flurry of
legistation in the 1960°’s and 19790's,
schools " receiving Federal funds
may not discriminate against wom-
an,racial minorities or the physical-
- Iy disabled. But no Federal policy
prevents School B from hiring ill-
prepared teachers, retaining incom-
peteni pnes Qr premating illiterate
pupils into higher grades. All we ask
of lousy schools, in short, is that all
of their students get the same Jousy
schooling. )
In his State of the Union address,
President Clinton attacked this illog-
ical and deeply inequitable state of
affairs. Under Mr. Clinton's pro-
posed Educarian Accountability Act,
schools that provide substandard

discriminates

. education:would face the same loss

of Federal money as schools that

Jonathan Zimmerman teaches histo-
ry at New York University’s School
of Education.

violate civil rights laws. To put it

" another way, decent publi¢ schooling

— with gualified teachers, high

standards and suitable facilities —

would itself become a civil right.
To qualily for Federal aid under

‘the President’s plan, schoots would
have to demand that all new instyuc-

Making decent
public education
a civil right.

tors earn certificates in the disci-
plines they teach. Schoels would alse

have to abandon the longstanding-

practice of “social promotion,” re-
quiring instead that all students get
the neip they heed 1o meet the same
standards before passing a grade,

Mr. Clinton's critics have no prob-
lem with the policies themselves, but
they do not think education should be
“'federalized.” For more than a cen-
ry, this bugbear has hounded ev-
ery national attempt to improve
public schoaling.

Yet Federal funds only represent
about ¥ percent of American school
spending. That money — some 515
billion a year — is an important
carrot for cash-starved districts, to
be sure, but hardly the coercive stick
that the appanents of reform imag-
me. .

Moreover, nothing in the Clinton
package tells schools whar ‘they
must teach. Politically charged cur-
ricilar decisions . would | remain
where they belong, at locat and state
levels. Whatever schools decided to

teach, however, they would all need -

to comply with a few basic stand-
ards of educational practice.

~qual Schools

We can expect another gbjecticn
to the new proposals: since the Fed-
eral Government plays such a smail
day-1p-day role in American school-
ing, some critics will no doubt
charge that Mr. Clinton is engaging

- in mere “'symbolism.”

But the plan’s symbolic function
should not be dismissed so blithely.
Schoo!l policies, especially at the
Federal level, should express the
rock-bottorn principles that “every-

. one can embrace. Ever sincé the

landmark reforms of the civil rights
era, one of these principies has been
equal opportunity far all students. If
we agree that race and sex shouldn't
bar a child from learning, neither
should poor teachers and wea

standards. 3

Ehe New Pork Times
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Jim Hbugland

‘World Hero: The American

It is beyond trite to note that US.

‘markets have absorbed Bill Clinton’s im-
peachment without fear or agitation but

" would buckle if the guillotine blade were

@he Washington Post
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..‘hurtling toward the neck of Treasury Secre-
tary Robert Rubin or Ped Chairman Alan
- Greenspan.

That analysis is also misleading: It takes

credit away from the truly heroic figure of

the current history-defying U.S. econemic
expansion in a world of strong deflationary
pressures. The hero to whom economists

_will build statues to commemorate this

“ epoch is the American conswmer.

Yankee Consumet shoulders the burden

:Iof a world suddenly adrift economically by

continuing to borrow, spend and consume
with impressive single-mindedness. If that
spending suddenly stops, the international

 financial game of musical chairs played in

* . the Clinton years will come to a devastating
" halt. :

But there's also evidence that American

“consumera have instinctively understood

- that the world economy now operates on a
. niew and still poorly glimpsed paradigm that

American buying habits are fueling un
precedented rises in US. private debt—now
estimated at 4 percent of gross domestic
product—and stock market valuations, which
are feeding each other to produce a potential
“bubble economy.” This should be the stuff of
nightmares for Greenspan and Rubin.

But counterbalancing trends atlow them to
keep Humpty Dumpty perched on the wall
Chief among these is the fact that deflation
and not inflation shapes the financial environ-

. ment, domestically and internationaily. This
“helps Greenspan ride out Wall Street's “irra-

Honal exuberance” while pushing interest

rates lower and keeping the music playing,
Take a cigarette tax increase out of the laat

consumer price index and U.S. inflation tilts

toward zero, a stéady pattern in recent .

menths, :
The world's second largest economy, Ja-
pan, continues to contract. China is birying
growth by impounding household savings and
tiy desperately exporting the kitchen sink and
everything else to the United States while
shutting off .S, imports, Other Asian nations

ed one-half of one percent inflation, its lowest

such figure since 1954,

Technology, the growth of capital markets,
open trade~—and all the other factors bunched
together under the label of “globalization”—
have combined to change fundamental as-
sumptions about pricing power and competi-
tiveness,

Economists and policymakers: must now
consider the proposition that “the forces of
globalization have a deflationary structural

impact on the world economy akin to the gold -

standard of the 1Sth century,” says Richard
Medley, who rung his own consulting firm and
{s one of Wall Streel’s keenest global analysts,
The thought echoes a theme Gireenspan has
touched on in his Delphic public utterances.

That helps us understand why this cycle
pushes on: Impotts no longer seem to be
totally bad news. They help keep inflation and
intereat rates fow, allowing U.S. consumers to
mal! themselves into surfeit.

But UL.S. manufacturing is slipping into
recession because of this flood and the shut-

ting off of markets abroad to U.S. goods. -

There may soon come an answer to the

pays little aftention to classic rules of
inflation, productivity or the relationship
between currency values and interest rates.

cafi recover from depression only if the
American consumer continues to buy their

* ever cheaper exports. France last year record-

Consumer

Brazil's surprise devaluation last week could
be to impose yet a new hurden of buying on
the American consumer. The devaluation
makes imports more expensive for Brazil. Its
regional trading partners could now copy the
Japanese, Chinese, Russians and Europeans -
and target hopes for new growth on persuad-
ing the American consumer to Buy Latin

Greenspan and his colleagues on the Fed
adroitly managed the severe capital crunch
that the combination of Asian depression,
Russian collapse and hedge fund recldessness
threatened last autumn for the U.S. econoiny.
They went the extra mile with an unexpected
third eut in interest rates on Nov. 17. And
they have not been spoaked into hinting at
rate increases this year by an overvalued Dow
Jones, a nutsy Internet stock buying spree and
a cyclical weakening of the dollar against the
yen.

Greenspan was deservedly chosen Man of
the Year by the Financial Times of London.
But in economic affairs the Global Person of
the Decade can only be the American consum-
er, 2 happygolucky Atias, The world will

question of how muchof a good thing igtoo need all of that consumer's strength and

much,
The most significant long-term effect of

Greenspan's smarts to get through this year in
good shape,




- Whe Washington Yost

Trurspay, JaANUARY 21, 1999

David S. Broder

Two Bill Clintons

Sa much was made of the fact that President
Clinton aliowed no shadaw of the impeachment
trial to intrude on his State of thé Union Address
Tuesday night that few noticed there were reafly
twu Bill Clintons speaking in the House chamber:
the president Jooking to the next century with a
serious, constructive propoesal for reforming
Social Security and (he former Arkansas gover-
nor who can't resist going back to tinker with
state education polictes that were his preocou-
pation during the 1980s.

1Education is a national concern—but a state
and local responsibility. When Clinton was in
Little Rock and Education Richard
Riley was governor of South Carvlina, they were
in, the forefront of the movement to increase
spending on schools and to raise standards of
performance for teachers and students.

The cause which Riley and Clinton and a
handful of Republican goverrors championed in
the 1980s has been taken up with far greater
ufianimity in the 1990s, as states have invested
rmich of the proceeds of the long economic boom
in improving their schools,

1t is perfectly understandable that Clinton and
Riley want to remain at the center of this
movement. And goodness knows, they have been
ingenious in finding ways to try. In the first term,
they came up with Goals 2000, a packet of money
atates could use to help finance and measure their

own school improvement plans. In the second

term, they have proposed national school stan-
dards and tests and federal funds to build or
renovate classrooms and hire new teachers.

- Thig year their idea is to use renewal of the

biggest federal school program—the Elementary -

and Secondary Education Act—as leverage to
require states and local communities to do the
things the reform movement now regards as

critical: require new teachers to prove mastery of
their subjects; -enforce school discipline; turn
around or lake over [aling schools; and end the
practice of promoting students who have not
completed the work of their current grade.

As Bruce Reed, a White House domestic
policy architect, noted, “Many of the states are
already doing this,” Which raises the question:
Why impose a layer of fedetal bureaucratic
requirements on them? The answer, [ suspect, ia
that Clinton and Riley want to be involved—not

fust sitting on the sidelines,
But Rep. Bill Goodling, a Pennsylvania Repul»

lican and former teacher who now heads ‘the
House Education and Worldorce Committee,
raised (he same objections that led him to sink
the earlier plan for national standards and tests.

As several. Republican govemors argued .
Wednesday morning: The ederal government .

finances only 8 percent of education. It-shouldn’t
be making those who do the rest jump through
Washington’s hoops.

On Social Security, by contrast, Clinton is
dealing with an overriding federal responsibik
ity—providing & safety net for citrrent and future

retirees. Last year, he orchestrated a serious, civil .

/

BY BARRIE MAGATRE

national dialogue on the bitrdens his baby boom
genetation will place on this most popular ¢f all
government programs, Now ke has (ollowed
with what appears to be a balanced, substantial
proposal for extending the life of the Social

- Security trust fund and improving its returns,

It is, as he acknowledged, the starting point of
2 negotiating process—not 2 frozen design,
Those on the extremes of the debate lost rip time

in finding faudt. Rep. Bill Archer, the Republican
_chairman of the House Ways and Means Conr

mittee, said the prospect of having the govern-

‘ment invest-a small portion of Social Security
'funds in the stock market was cbnoxious to

him—even if it were done by an independent
agency insuiated from political controls, “Gov-

« ernment-controlled investment in markets is

contrary to free enterprise,” he declared.

. Atihe other end of the political spectrum, Rep.
Dennis Kucinich of Ghio, spokesman fora couple
of dozert liberal Democrats, said he objected to
the second part of Clinton’s proposal, the cre-
ation of new individual savings accounts, subsi-
dized by the government for low- and middlein-
come families, to supplement Social Security
from investi/ients that could—at the individual's -
option—indude stock market mutual funds,
“He’s headed in the right direction,” Kucinich
said, “but [ hate to see him take a detour down
Wall Street]

Clinton did not satisfy the hard-liners on either
side. But influential centrists on key commit-
tees—such as Democratic Rep. Ben Cardin and
Republican Rep. Rob Portman, hoth on Ways
and Means—welcomed the president’s proposal,

Republicans who argue it's more important to
cut taxes 10 percent now than to preserve and
improve Social Security have a tough case to

make. Maybe even tougher thar impeachment.
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School plan intrudes in state matter, opponents say

Ity John Riner
amd Eanara Heary
115A TUDAY

With polls shawing educa-
tinn 98 lhe public’s tap concern,
Presilent Clinton used his
Stale of the Union speech to in-
ject the federal government
inli» 1he toughest and most con-
troversial aspect of school re-
form: a¢countabilily.

In asking Congress fo link
$20 billivry in education spend-
ing o gains in furn-
ing around failing
schaols, raising
teacher ¢uality and
ending “sockal pro-
tnolions,” Clinton
offered a carrot and
stick reminiscent of '
federal ellforts lo
deseprepate schools

national leadership on an issue
that lacks national continuily.
“The pawer of whal he did is
caling the states and localities
on what they are not doing,”

says Adam Urbanski, a vice:

president of the American Fed-
eration of Teachers. "The only
criticism they could have is
lhat Clinton is doing whal they
should he doing. Bul they
aren'l.”

Opponents saw Clinton's inl-

lialive as an unprecedented in- -

lrusion inlo a realm
traditionally con-
trolied by slates.
They said Washing:
lon has na business
imposing account-
abilily on locatities
when {he federal
share of educaling
public school chil-

By Tamara Henry
USA TODRAY

build crumbling schools.

Vice President Gore is sel o
annaunce loday an administra-
tion proposal lo spend nearly
%4 bitlion to renovate, repair and

Gore, who will meet with stu-
dents at Ventura Elemeniary
School in Orlando, says the school
construction proposal would also
grart 325 billien in bond author-
ily over Iwo years to assist in the
consiruciion of up to 6,000
schools. Allhough Congress de-

$4 billion proposal coming
for deteriorating schools

-and schoel districis build and ren-
nvate public schools. His proposal
would give hatf of the bond au-
thority Lo the 100 school districts
with the targest number of low-in-
come children. The other half
will be allocaled (o the stales,

"The concept of using the fax
code to encourage school con- -’
struction is heartily apreed te" by
the GOP, says Ari Fleischer, staff
member of the House Ways and -

Means Cornmittee.

Fleischer spys Lhe Republicans
would oppose alincating hatf of
lhe bond authority to urban, low-

R

sfandards in Foglish, math and
science. Many now are testing

“sludents.

Bul withoul the extra siep of
huiding schools to the five, pro-
press will be filful, expetts sy

Nineleen states require sii-

denls o pass an exit exant 1o
get o high school diplome, hat
just six hiwve laws (hat will han
social promation, the praclice
of passing failing kids on (1 the
next prade,

A survey released fnis
moeath by Education Week and
the Pew Charitable Trusts
found only lwa slales, Texuas
and Noril Carolina, with full-
lledged accountahility sysleins.
They slsa were the lwo slates

Swilth the bipggest average lest

sCNre gaing since 1D,
Just o hancful of siaies are

 feated a similar proposal last
year, Republican leaders atreacy
indicate they would now favor a

~ school construction hill,
——Clinton_is proposing federal lax
credits as incenlives (o help states

income dislricts. Bul he says there
is rooms for negotiations.

The House passed a GOP
school construction hill lasl year
but attached it to a bifl that Clin-
lon veloed:

rewarding scliools thal im-
prove and leveling sanclions
against those that dor't. “Jew
stles are ready and willing to
use” penalties, the survey said.

in the 19605 and

creale equal oppor-

— . _tunities_for_girls in
the 1970s.

The presitlent's

dren amounts 10
just 8cents on the
dollar.
“It's-not-that-Clin-—
ton has picked the

Houlary
Alexander Says
‘reedom needed

By Stephun fafe. Agence F'ﬂﬂ‘-‘l Praise

Gore: The vice presmm wilh Hillary Rodham Clinton at

message was simple: Support
schools thal work and punish
thnse that don't hy withhalding
federal dolkus.

And even though his specific
proposals have litle chance of
passage in a Republican-con-

——————— [rolled _Congress,. educalors

wha are impalient with ihe
pace of school reform wel-
comed therm as a wake-up call
1o schools. They suw in Clin-
tor's speech wgently needed

wrong problem or diagnosed
the problem wrang,” says
Chesler Finn, an assisiant sec-
reiary of Educalion in the Rea-
gan administration. "1t's the no-
tion thai this can be fixed by
managemenl from Washing-
ton. Talk about the 1ail wagging

3

a Buffalo-N-Y—rally- Wednesday,.unveils_the plan_today.

countable for its share of feder-
al money, bul not individual
schools: “For him to think that
the Department of Educalion
is going (0 manage 15,000
schoal disiricts or 85,000

the dag — 8% of ‘1he -money—schools-is-just lunacy™.

should noet buy 924 of the rule.
making authority”

Finn says it’s fine for Wash-
inglon e hold each slale ac-

Lamar Alexander, the for:
mer Tennessee governor and
Educalion secretary and a like-
Iy 2000 Republican presiden-

lial candidate, says Clinfon's
proposals amount 19 nolhing
shorlt of “a nationat school
board."

Alexander, who sérved in
the. Bush adminisiralion, says:
“The schaols don't need maore

conlrol from Washinglon anid—

mare regulalions. They need
more freedom.”
Bul Marshalt "Mike"” Smith

of the U5, Department of Edu-
cation sees Clinlan's initiative
as “a serious accountability
move” thal jump-starts a na-
lional discussion as Congress
lakes up the primary legista-
tion Lhat sends fecderad dollars
o' sehool districts-Many-of-the
accountability measures al-
ready are in the Elementary
and Secondary Educalion Act,

but Clinton wanls 1o “acceler-
ate stale action,” Smith says.
By must measures, schood
reform acrnss lhe siates has
gone at a placial pace, Reading
and math Scores of US. 12lh-
graders still 1rail (hose of stu-

—denls-in._oiler_highly  devel-

oped nations. Mosl states have
receniby trierd ko honst reading
competence anid write lougher
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Michael Cosserly, executive

" director of the Councii-of-the~——

Greul Cily Schools, a coalition
of 53 of the nation's larges ur-
han puhdic school systems, siys
35 major school syslems hove
moved 1o eliminaie socid pro-
motion, Clinton painted {0 Chi-
cige, which slarted sumner
school and  aflevschool e
Erams lwee years igo to give
disac vanmaBéil STudénts™ extrs;
{eur nm;._ time. The resull s
Been‘lprge lest score yair,

1




“This i is one of the great

days of my presidency’

By Mimi Hall
USA TODAY

BUFFALO, N.Y. — Leaving
Ihe perils of Washington lo rev-
el in the support of a public
thal overwhelmingly supports
hina,
cheered Wednesday al a bois.
lerous campaign-style raily
here & day after his State of the
Union address.

“This is one of the greal days
of my presidency,” Clinlon told
the gverflow crowd at Marine
Midland Arena.

Alter kis upbeat perfor-
mance in Tuesday night's
speech, Clinton and his entou-
rage appeared nearly euphoric
an a day-long trip to Buffalo
and Norristown, Pa., with first
fady Hillary Rodham Clinton
and Vice President Gore and
his wife, Tipper. It was lhe
sixth anniversary of the day
Clinton- took office. Aides said
the crowd, made up of party
faithful and anyone else who
wanted to crowd into Lhe huge
arena, was the largest lhe pres-
ident Tad drawn since lasi
year's post-State of the Union
trip to La Crosse, Wis.

"It seems impossible 1o me
thal those six years have flown

President Clinton was.

by Clinlon said with a smile.
"They have been, 1o put it mild-
Iy, quile eventful.”

It was presumabiy a reler-
ence (o his troubles in Washing-
ton, where even as he spoke, his
lawyers were stamling before
the Senate, defending him on
the chﬂrges ol perjury and ob-
struciion of pustice that threat-
en his presidency. The conlrast
between |00 serious senators
considering his removal from
office and 20,000 wildly cheer-
ing citizens was deliberate.

Clinton said he expects a
fight in Washington when he
returns, bul he wasn't 1alking
about his impeachment baitle,

He was recapping TueSday
nighl's speech, laying out the
case for his proposal to use the
projecled budget surplus to
keep the Social Security syslent
solvent instead of a Republican
plan to rebate il in the form of
across-the-board tax cuts.

He acknowledged that the
Social Securily plan is “contro-
versial” But referring 10 the
haby-boom generation, he said,
*Our aging showld not pui an
unbearable burden an cur chil-
dren and their al:ullty 10 raise
our grandchildren.”

When Congress begins de-

baling his plan, “We're going (o
have a big argument about this,
and we should, and [ hope it

" will be a pood debate,” Clinton

said, noling that his proposal
“is nol as popular” as immed:
ale 1ax cuis.

"Olhers can say, ‘We've got
this surplus now, 1 just want a
big tax cut; F'll give it back Lo
you, you'll flgure out what (o do
with it} " he said.

Dut he insisted that it's in the
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tong-term interests of all Amer-
icans for the government lo
conlrol surplus spending.
“Now let me tell you what
else you'll get” from those whe
oppose Lhe pian, Clinfon said.
"You're gning (o have every-

body say the government -

doesn't know how (o spend this
money. ... I'm nol talking
about spending this money, I'm
lalking ahout saving il

Une unidentified man wear-

el EASUTE Braly _.|.;og .

El]r Dawicd Dupray, &F
Warm welcome Pres:denl Clinten, Vice President Gore, first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, Tar right, and
Tipper Gore, far leff, respond 10 applause at a rally at Marine Midland Arena in Butlalo.

ing a black bere! was removed
by arena security oflicers when
he started shouling at Hillary
Clinton during her remurks.

Bul he was the exceplion in a

friendly crowd.

"T like his program, 1 Jike his
stand on Social Security and
eduration, | just like his apenda,
periad,” said Detmar Lee, a Re-
publican who voted for Clinton
in 1996. “He's not too greal in
his social life, bul that has noth-

_lon’s ouster are

The Associfiied Press

NEW YORK — An esti-
mated 43.5 miltion TV view-
ers walched President Clin-
on deliver his State of the
Union nddress Tuesday
night, Nielsen Media Re
search said,

Despite the specticle of
Clinton speaking on the
same day as his Senate -
peachment trial, the num-

ing to do with the presidency.”

Lee, ifl, a nwsic slore oflice
manager in BuTalo, catled the
Senate (rial “a wasle of money
and a wasle af time” and said
Republicans pressing fur Chin-
"shooting
themselves in the fom”

Jean Graf, 75, a retired post-
al worker from West Falls,
N.Y., agreed. She said il's “sad"
that Clinton lied aboul his af-
fair with Monica Lewinsky, bul
she's sick of hearing about il

“In the media, they jusl keep
lalking aboul it, il's always an
TV, for months and months
and months,” she said.”

One member of the crowd
held a sign that read, “Hillary
for New York Senate.”

State of the Umon speechs
viewership down from 1998

bers were down from 1998,
when  Nielen said  there
were 913 million viewers.
Clinton detivered his speech
Iast year just afler 1he Moni-
¢ Lewinsky scandaf hroke.

From Eil5 1o 1897, 1he an-
nwd  ddress cdrew  either
41 miltion or 42 million view.
ers. Clinlon's peak came in
1903, when 66 9 raillion peo-
ple watched his first Siate of
Ihe Union speech.

Crore urgted the crowd [0 con-
vey its feclings tn Washinglon,

"a you agree with his agen-
da? Are you willing to fight for
his agenda?™ he yelled. *"Cause
ihar's whal il's gning to 1ake. .
We huve to have your wppnn

He compared Clinton 10 Buf-
{alo Sabres goatie Doeminik Ha-

© sek in his abilily to deflecl "un-

wise" proposals from Congress.

“1 was {lallered,” Clinlon
joked Iater af the comparison,
“Dul 1 Ihoughl, you know, he
kepl falking about how 1 was
swalling away lhose flying
hockey pucks in Washington,
.. But I thiought, § just wish ome

day they would give me a mask

aml a few pads when | dodpe
that stuff”



Growing surplus

By John Godfrey

T THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Repubhcans promlsmg sweep-
ing tax cuts this year bring to the
tab!e something they. couldn’t
muster last year: unanimity.

The GOP still faces the same
budget rules that blocked a tax cut
last year, and the cost of any plan
that would provide more than to-
ken relief would be enormeous. But
the growing budget surpius and
the specter of spendthrift Demo-
crats wasting it on hundreds of
new programs, for now, is umf}'mg
Repubhcans

Now is the 1ime to have a rax
cut, and the best kind is an across-
the- board cut to make sure that we
are adding to the American econ-
omy,' Senate Budget Committee
Chairman Pete V Domenici said
yesterday. Last week the New
Mexico Republican announced an
across-the-board cut that would
mcrease from 4 percent to 15 per-
cent over the next 15 years.

The newest plan — and the one
‘with |t.he most momentum for now
— would cut income tax rates by

" 10 percent. For example, the low-

est tax bracket would drop from 15
percent to 13.5 percent. The top
bracket would drop from 39.6 per-
centto 35.64 percent,

The plan does not change the ak-
ternative minimum tax, so at Jeast
975,000 middle-income taxpayers
would get no break, and several
million more would get only a por-
tion of the benefit. according to a
Democratic tax aide. A Republi-
can lobbyist said the obvious glitch
will be fixed.

Some variation of the plen is
backed by Senate Republican lead-
ers and the chairmen of the House
and Senate budget committees.

“At a time when the combination
of federal income and payroll
taxes, state and local taxes, and
hidden taxes consume over half a
working family’s budget, the tax-
payers are in desperate need of re-

lief¥ said Sen. Rod Grams, Minne- -

sota Republican.
Mr. Grams introduced the 10-

unites Republicans
“on need for tax cut

Many favor 10 percent rate reduction

percent plan with Senate Finance
Coiramittee Chairman William V.
Roth Jr, Delaware Republican, as
one of the Senate Republicans’ top
five bills. House Budget Commit-
tee Chairman John R. Kasich, Ohio
Republican, backs the same plan.

Rep. Jennifer Dunn, Washington
'Republican, announced in Tuesday
‘night's GOP response tc the State
of the Union address that “we're
proposing” the same plan. House
Republican leadership aides
backed off that ‘pronouncement
yesterday. “It’s not like we took a
vote,” said one aide. “It's just one

.of many ideas,” said another.

But the House GOP caucus will

‘back some broad-based tax cut, if

only to keep the president from
spending the budget surplus.

“In the last month alone and ex-
cluding the State of the Union, Bill
Clinton has proposed 41 new pro-
grams,” said one incredulous Sen-

- ate Budget Committee aide.

- Even moderate Republicans

:who opposed tax cuts last year will

be on board this year. Faced with a

-choice between more spending
- and tax cuts, “moderate Republi-
‘cans more likely to want a tax cut,”

said Mark Weinberger of the iob-
bying firm Washington Counsel.
Federal Reserve Chairman Alan
Greenspan said his “first prefer-
ence” would be to allow budget
surpluses to pay off some of the

federal government’s debt. But if
that carr't be done, then tax cuts

would be preferred over more

" spending.

“T don't think it’s a close call”

‘Mr. Greenspan told the House
‘Ways and Means Committee yes-

terday

“Some Republicans will :gnore

‘Mr. Greenspan’s clear prefer-

ence,” said Rep. Charles B. Rangel,
New York Democrat. “Congress
has a choice — fiscal responsibility
ar short-term gratification”
Democrats zlso said they will
rot be forced into backing a tax
plan, just because President Clin-
ton has broken his own “save So-
cial Security first” pledge with a
host of new spending proposals.




GOP gives:

mediocre

‘marks to
school plan

B Kim Asch

THE WHSHINGTON TIMES'

.Republican leaders applaud the
Clinton administration’s new focus
on education issues they have long
championed, such as banning so-
cial promotion and emphasizing

school accountability and teacher.
quality. But they are wary of Mr.

Clinton's’” big-government .ap-
proach to 1mplement1ng the re-
. forms.

There are a-n]readsr 800 . federal ’

education programs-administered
by 39 US5. agencies, Rep: Bill
‘Goodling, Pennsylvania Republi-
can, pointed out in a statement he
issued in'response to the State of
the Union address. -

"For six years now, we have
watched President Clinton’ ad-
dress the American people with

. promises of new federal programs, .

1n1t1anves studies and regula-
tions,” said Mr. Goodling, chair-

man of the House committee on -
education and the work force. “If
new federal education programs «
- standards with a threat of with-

were the answer to improving our
schools, we would already have the
best education system in the
world.” ]
Republicans will work instead to

consolidate federal education pro-

grams, reduce bureaucracy and
..send more moeney directly -to

school districts to spend with:
fewer regulations, Mr. Goodling

said.

Education reform will get much

attention during the 106th Con-

gress, as members take up the Ele-

mentary and Secondary Educa-
tiocn Act (ESEA), the most
sweeping federal education pro-

STATE OF SCHOOL

ACCOUNTABILITY

Here's a look at what states are already deing to hoid schools

accouniable.

L

School Report Cards

- W-36 states have annual report cards on lhe[r schoois.

W 13, including V:rglma reqwre school report cards 10 be sént home 10

- parents.

H 36 include test scores on school report cards.
W 1€ include teacher gualifications on schoel report cards.
W 17 inciude safety or discipline data on school report ¢ards.

. Low-performing schools

M 15 states will rate schodls this year.
M Those states will make some assistance available to low-performing
schools, while 11 states will make such help mandatory. '

M 1,024 schools were rated low-pertorming by states last year.

- Student achievement

W 18 states require students 1o pass tests to graduate from hlgh

school.
M 7 plan 10 adopt that requirement,

M € have laws that will eventually link student promot:on to test results

Teacher quality -

-garn a ficense.

‘M 15 measure whether new teachers meet standards for mastery of

subject matter and eaching skiils.

- Ml 36 reguire professional development time for teachers.

M 21 states have adopted standards new teachers will have to meet 0

‘Squsce: Education Week articie 'Oualty Counis 99

gi‘am' that will direct funding for

kindergarten through 12th grade
over the next five years, . . -

In what the Clinton administra-
"tion touts as a "“sea change” in na- -

tional education policy, the pres-
ident’s ESEA proposat holds stud-
ents, teachers and schools to high

drawmg money if improvements
aren't achieved.

The president's -plan, among .

other things, would require states

and schoo! -districts to end the-
. practice of prornoting students’
. from grade.to grade regardless of
"whether they are academically

prepared -to advance. They will
also have to ensure that teachers

_.are qualified to teach the subject
they're assigned; that parents get

annual reportcards on school per-

formance, 1nat schools implement:

effective discipline policies; and
that' districts turn around their

Tue Wasnrgtan Tinas

lowest-performing schools.
Education Secretary Richard W, .

. -Riley said at a press conference

yesterday that state and local gov-
ernments will retain primary re-
sponsibility for education. But he
added, “We are not going to say you
can have the people’s money going
out to programs that clearly aren't
working.” A :

House Republicans plan to
serutinize” the president’s educa-
tion proposals once they are intro-
‘duced as legislation, said Mr. .
- Goodling. They will only pass mus-
ter if they send more federal dol-
lars to the classroorn, foster educs-
tion excellence, increase parental
involvement in education.and re-
spect state and local education .
authority.

"Americans -want those
common-sense educatlon ideas,”
hesaid. . -

- The Washington Times
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Sditsta y Uﬁ§é?upulous Lending

,Pf By RANDY KENNEDY )
By all appearances. the I16an
agreement Gloria Knight signed in
1995 was a classic transaction be-
. tween savvy mortgage salesmen and
.an unsophisticated ‘borrower 1 a

-poor Brooklyn neighborhood. |
- Ms. Knight, a retired teacher, says
the salesmen who knocked on her
“door persuaded her to put her house
up as collateral for ap $88,000 lean, at
1¥'percent interest, 1o help with bills
and a previous loan — even though
she” had no income and no way io

make the 3573 monthly payments.
But when she defaulted on her
loan, leading to eviction notices last
-year, she ended up in the-grip- of

" something fdr larger. than -Deltg.

Funding, a relatively obscure Long
lsland mortgage company that solic-

its business from poor homeowners .

Delta's partner in trying 1o take her

’ home is Bankers Trust Company:
"America’s eighih-largest bank.

High-inmerest lending in poor -

neighborhoods has long  produced -

high profits for lenders and, often,
equally high burdens for homeown-

ers. But the entry of big banks-like

Bankers Trust is part of a growing

trend in such lending and has

changed the eguation. Over the last

several years, Delta has converted

- hundreds of . milhons of dollars’

worth of ils mortgages into securi-'

- ties much like bonds, which it sells tc
investors through Bankers Trust,

In turn, Bankers Trust has pro-

vided Deltda with hundreds ‘af mil::
© lions of 1mrestor_s doilars, al_lo_wmg it
" 10 make more'loans afnd become a’

major player in high-interest lending
i New York and 2) other states..
But there is a problem: a high
percentage of the homeownerb can't
afford Delta’s mortgages. Many say

" they-were duped into taking the loans
and now may ‘lese thetr homes as
_Delia and Bankers Trust try to re-
claim the money for their investors,

" Delta and Bankers Trust defend

. " their activities. But Delta’s business
- - has recently. produced civil lawsuits in three

. states, and advocates for, the poor -and so-.
. cial-services agencies $ay the company has'

" generated more complaints of abusive lend-
$700 a month in survivor's benefits from her-
late husband. Bur her application included a

" ing than any other high-interest lender in
New York City. They contend that Deita has
taken advantage of scores of homeowners
-and violated Federal and state laws.
.. = Ms. Knight, 55, who has since been found
" 1o be'delusional by a psychiatrist for the
city's Protective Services for Adults, cannot.
_even afford electricity. ‘She keeps warm
with & Kerosene heater and c¢ooks over a
makeshift grill in her backyard. But she had
somethmg that made her attractive to lend-
ers like Delta: her row house in East New
York, which was fully paid far and which
. served as security. Lepal Services lawyers -
* _ say she will now almost certainly-lose it.

-, Last manth, Chief Judge Charles P. Sifton.

of the Federal Court for the Eastern District
of New York stopped the foreclosure sales:
of homes of three people who defauited on
- Delta loans, because, he wrote, the mort-
_gages *‘on their face” violated Federal law, -
" and so the borrowers showed a good chance
of winning their lawsuit.
. The homeowners have sued- Delta and’
" Bankers Trust, claiming they violated,
among ather laws, a Federat prohibition on
making loans based solely on equity in a
"house and not on a.homeowner's ability o
repay. The suit ‘seekts (0 represent-tens of

' thousands of other Delta borrowers who

lawyers say are in similar circumstances.

Officials with Bankers Trust, which is

being acquired by the German banking gi-

- ant Deutsche Bank, declined repeated re-

quests for interviews. On Friday, Wllham

McBride, a bank spokesman, said in a state-

‘ment; ‘‘Bankers Trust’s sole responsibility

in these situations is to safeguard the inter-

. ests of investors. We have no other connec-
[en (o these acuons :

Is Taking Homes From the Poor

Marc E. Miller, Delta's ‘general counsel

and a son of its founder, vigorously denied
that the company engages in deceptive lend-
ing, saying it made no sense financially for
the company 10 make loans it knew would

fail. “There is sometimes this myth that's
spread around that lenders do make mon--
ey from foreclosed properties, Mr. Miller

said. "And 1t is a’'myth."" -

While refusing to comment en. cases that
are in litipation, he added that "if a loan
simpty doesn’'t make sense for a borrower,
we wor’t do it.”’

~But.-city real estate records show -high
foreclosure rates op Delta mortgages in

some neighborhoods. In Brooklyn, where the

company is most active in the city, a search
of records found that 48 of 363 loans made by
Delta in 1995 — or about 13 percent —'have
ended up in default, and Delta has begun

foreclosure actions. -For 1996 ‘loans, the '
records show, the figure is 99 of 923 — more .

than 10 percent.

In its annual report to the Securities and .

Exchange Commission last year, Delta re.
ported that 4.65 percent.of all its loans were
in foréclosure,- calculated by [he ‘dollar
amount of the leans.

According to Jnside B&C Lending, an in-
dustry newsletter that reperis statistics
from several large lenders, about 2.65 per-
cent of the high-risk loans nationwide, by
dollar amount, were in. foreclosure as of

September 159§, the: most recent date for .

which information was available. An addi-
tional 1.9 percent were 90 days delinquent
and in danger of foréclosure. .

Delta’s critics comend that the company
“has devhstated the lives of many working-
class homeowners, most of them elderly.

““These folks not only lose.their homies, but

iose every dime of equity they have built up,
and in most cases this is all they have to
show ‘for years of hard work," said Josh

Zinner, a lawyer with'the Foreclosure Pre--
vention Project for Seniors, a branch of
South Brocklyn Legal Services set up last -

year to pursue claims of abusive lending.

Anna Dawson, a 67-year-old Brooklyn

widow who is fighting Delta and Bankers
Trust in state court.for her home, may get
‘help from prosecutors. The. Brooklyn Dis-
trict Attorney's Office is investigating an

independent broker who refers business to

Delta and who, she centends, falsified her

mortgage applicatien without her knowl-’

edge 10 make it appear she could afford a
$99,000 mortgage with monthly payments of
1017,

In reality, her onl\r income was roughly

letter saying she was an office manager at

United Equities in Brooklyn and a lease lhal'

made it appear she rented out a floor of her

home. The ¢ompany does not exist at the-

address on the letter, and Ms. Dawson said
she has not worked in more than two dec-

ades. She has no renter. In addition, the .= .
signature on the lease is not hers, she said.. . ..
‘Her loan became. part of $340 million .

worth of 1987 Delta mortgages put into a

"trust mandged by Bankers Trust and sold to -

investors.
In a lawsuit tlled in State Supreme Court
in Brooklyn, her' lawyers contend that-the

mmortgage broker and a home-improvemnent -

contractor came to her house uninvited sev-
eral times, persmenlly pushing her to get a
loan far repairs to her house.

In the end, she was unable 10 make her_'

payments, and Delta and Bankers Trust

have begun to foreciose against her.. Mean-

while, she said she was left with almost no
proceeds of her loan — after paying Delta's
fees, settling a previous low-interest loan
and paying the same home-improvement
contractor, who she said did little work. -

The GroWing Trade
Of High-Risk Loans

High-interest lending became a blg buSl-
ness in_low-income neighborhoods nation-
wide after 1986, when a change in the Fed-
eral tax code gave a break to homeowners
who took out second mortgages. But com-
plaints about abuses began almest immedi-
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" Mr. Clinton also plaris to renew his = -~

call for $4 billion in Federal spetding
over five years 10 build schools and
classrooms to relieve crowding -and
reduce class size in early grades,
aides said. He will also ask for more
than- §1 billion to heip pay for the
hiring of 100,000 teachers, a pro-
gram approved last Cctober in the
final negotiations over the current
budget.

But the chief incentive in the Pres-
ident’s proposal is the withholding of
existing maney from schools that fail
to meet Federal standards.

*For the first time, we're ins!stl.ng

‘that states and school districts take* )

steps, such as providing qualitied
‘teachers, . ending social promotion
and turning around failing schools,”!
Mr. Reed said.

“We think schools will do these,
things,” he added. “But if they don’t,.
their monéy wiil be at risk.” ;

Many of Mr. Clinton’s proposals.
have ‘a familiar ring, having been,
offered as Federal legislation or en-
acted at the local level over the last,
several years. Chicago, for example,.
has extensive after-school programs.
for lagging students and Gov. George:

. W. Bush of Texas, a Republican, has

pushed many of the same measures,
through the Legislature in his state.:

" Mr. Clinton. and Hillary - Rodham.
Clinton advocated several of the:
ideas in the mijd-1980's in Arkansas.

Republicans, 100, have made edu-

cation -one of their chief issues in,
recent years, but they have policy:
difterences with Mr. Clinton. Last
_year, Republicans rejected a school.
construction proposal, and they have.
heen resistant to programs that give:
the Federal Government a say in:
how school daltars should be 5pent by.
localities.

- The maost controversial plece of:

Mr. Clinton’s plan is a requirement, -
_that all new teachers be tested for .

competence . and certified to teach'
the subjects to which they are as-
signed.-In many rural and inner-city’
districts, less than half of the math'
and science teachers have certifi-
cates to teach those subjects, the
Education Department says. i
~ Teacher upions' have balked at

- subjecting teachers to standardized:
testing, arguing that such examina-
tions do not adequately measure a
teacher’s competence.

In a concession -to the umuns, !he .

President’s proposal does not re-
quire testing for experienced teach-
ers, oniy for new teachers.

David W! Hornbeck, the superini-'
tendent of [schools in Phlladelphia

. appiauded (Mr. Clinton’s proposals

Mr. Homnbeck said that his 215, 000¢
student dlSU"iCt has adopted many of
the same polu:xes but welcomed the
Federat emphas:s on programs that

appear {0 he bringing resuilts. X

. “We, appreciate the funds that

come along with it,” Mr. Hombeck
said today. *'But I think one of the

biggest conmbut:ons is to give pub- -

licity to these things, to use the bully

'pulpn and say this is important.”

.The {oreign policy passages of the
speech will highlight Admm;stratlon
PIogress tuwarcl bringing peace m
troubled pa.rts of the world, from
Northern Ireland to the Middle East

to the Ba!kans a senior Administra-- o

tion aide smd

quickly ratify the Cnmprehensnve
Test Ban|Treaty, an agreement
signed by (151 nations but not yet
ratified by the United States, the
official sald Mr. Clinton will make
the case that the United States wul
lack the moral authority to press
India and Paklstan to restrain from
testing nuclea.r weapons until the
Sena:e approves the-test-ban treaty.

The Pre51dent will propase spend-
ing $4.2 billion over the next fwe
years for [converting Russian de—
tense industries and safeguarding its

"nuclear stockpile. a 70 percent in-

crease over current spending levels.
The offlcnal would not divulge the
amount of new money to be devated
to combatmg biological weapons, al-
though he{ said the figure will be

released as part of Mr. Clmtons )
budget submission to Congress on

Feb. 1.

[

Mr. Clmtcm will urge the Senate uIJ_

Ehe Netws Hlork Bimes
MONDAY, JANUARY 18, 199

NN



‘- ’

E .

| Té‘htdl*ive Bid
" To Succeed .
Moyn than

Lowey, .
Is Gauging Support }

: By ADAM|NAGOURNEY 5
“'Amid gruwmg concern among
New York Demécrats over finding a

candidate to run for the Senate i

2000, Representative Nita M. Lowey
of Westchester |said yesterday that

. she was considering 2 race for the

seat and that she had begun calling
Democrats a.nd contributors  te
measure potential support. . .

As“things now stand, Ms. Lowey,

" 61, would have the fieid essentially to

herself if she scught the jab held by
Daniet Pa:rlck Moynihan, even

though she is barely known state--

wide. Many Democrats said yester-
day that the lhm ranks of potential
candidates poiied to a troubling
weakness in the party as it ap-

proached the 20p0 -election,

-Democrat- and

,dates in the

Democrat, gt

E. Schumer, a

former Repre-
sentative, o - e
the Senate, has
anderlined the
absence of for-
midable state-
wide candi-

party. s
The parr.ys :
inability to re-
Cruit, a- strong
¢ candidate has been chilled as well by
5 the prospective candidacy of Mr..

_ Nita M. Lowey
of Westchester s

* Giuliani. The two-term Mayor -pre-, .

sumably wculd have no trouble
drawing Demaocratic- votes in New
York City and,raising the meney
needed for the contest. -

But the vacuum in the Democranc
Party has, it seems, creaied an up-
portunity for Ms. Lowey, a five-term®.
member-of Congress who is barely
known outside her district, which in-
cludes parts of Westchester, the; }
Bronx angd’ Queens Several Demo-
crats said that she would, if by de--:
fault, be the fmnt—runner lf she ‘de-’
cided to run.

Ms. Lowey's aides said yesterday )

that she had $800,000 in her cam-
paign accourit that could go toward’
the race. Ms. Lowey said that a Sen-
ate race would be expensive, but she |
‘said -she did not believe’ she would

Several prospective candidates —! have any ditficulty financing a. cam-’:

including the State Comptroller, H.
Car] McCall, and Andrew M. Cuomo,

_ the Secretary of Housing and Urbar’

Development — have ruled out the,
worried that potential candidates are
being scared off by the possible Re-
pubiican: candldacy of .Mayer Ru-
dolph W. Gxuham of New York.'
Some state Demncrauc léaders
have urged Hlllary Rodham Clinton;
the First Lady, to move to New York

" next year.and run for the Senate. Ms,

Lowey said yesterday she would im-
mediately aba.ndon her prospective
campaign if - Ms Clinton ran. Mrs,

-Clintony has not publlcly ruled:out the
.~ idea, aithough her friends describe it
as highly unllkely :

:In an interview. yesterday. Ms:

. Lowey said’ she had spent the day
“calling Democratu: leaders and con-

* tributors 1 measure how well she

‘would do in l:mng up support. She

" also said she would spend the next

.. few . months tra\relmg the state to
-, discuss her p:ospectwe candidacy.

“I'm serwusly, actively exploring
the Senate race!” she said. “I'm go- .
ing to rnake a definitive dec:smn in
the spring.’ |"

Mr. ‘Moynihan's . decision nut 10
seek a fifth term in 2000, which he
announced three days atter the slec-
tian of -Charles :

. paign. “You have t0 raise a huge

amount of money, and I think I ¢an *
do'it — 1 think between $15 m:l!wn

, and §20 million,"” she said..
cantest, leavmg Democratic leaders’ -

The main promoter of a Clmtun
candidacy in New York, Representa-
tive Charles B. Rangel of Manhattan,” \
said yesterday he would welcome]
Ms. Lowey into the race if Mrs. Clip- ~
ton ultimately decided not to run.

“I think outside of Clinton, she.
would be the most outstanding candlo
date that we have,"” Mr. Rangel said.
11 Hiltary Clinton deesn’t tun, I ca.n-,,
not think of any candidate who has a4
better chance to win, who is better
qua!ntled than Nita Lowey."

Mr. Schumer also said he beheved
that Ms. Lowey would be “a strung
candidate” and that “she has a
strong record in Congress.” The new
Deinocratic Senator said he did not
believe that Mr. Giuliani was neces-”

sarily as a fearsome political force

as many Democrats have suggested
“Giuliani is not a pushover ” Mr

Schurner said. "But we're along way a

away from the election. [ had 1 per-’
‘cent in the polls at about this time,,

and no-one thought I could win the*.

primary, let alone beat D’Amato.”
If Ms. Lowey decides against run-.
ning, the field as of now would in- -
clude Representative Carclyn B, Ma-
loney and the Rev. Al Sharptoi.
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By ETHAN BRONNER

President Clinton's proposal to use
Federal -education money to hold
public schools accountable. drew a
mixed reaction from Republicans

and educators yesterday. While al

most all sakd they shared his-geals,
some opposed his means: an in-
creased role for the Federal Govern-
ment in local schools,

The proposal, expected to be prom-
inent in Mr, Clinton's State of the
tinion Message tonight, would finan-

‘clally reward school districts that

adhere to Federal guidelines that
will be drafted on the training of
teachers, enforcement of classroom
discipline and ending the promotion
of unqualified students. Schools that

fail to meet the guidelines would be

penalized.

Accountability has become the fo-
cus of many politicians and educa-
tors who faver increasing meney for

schools that produce resolis, But the . -
_President is likefy to run into strong

opposition from many Repi.lb]icahs .

who argue.that the Federal Govern-

ment should leave these matters to |

the states and local school districts.

*“The President has proposed a na-
tional school board,” charged Lamar
Alexander, the former Educalion
Secretary-and Tennessee Governor,
who is expected to seek the Republi-
can Presldential nominatidn in 2000.
"But we should go exactly in the
opposlte direction — liberating the
schools, not regulating them. We
should send the money to the parents
and let them choose where their chil-
dren attend school.'"

Linda Chavez, president nfme con-

servative Center for Equal Opportu- .
‘nity and a former senior official in

the Reagen Administravion, dis-
agreed. She said it was a good idea to
tie accountability to financing, be-
cause it is generally the schools that

fail that receive more aid, not those.

that succeed.
“1 like to see suécess rewarded,

and | say that as long as there are

Federal dollars going in to the school
system, keeping it accountable is a
goed idea,” she said. "' don't see any

point in being overly ideological on_
this question of tocal control. | would

urge Republicans to do what they did
with welfare control — seize on it and
take it further."

Federal ald to education is quile
limited, amounting to about 7 per-
cent of overall spending on schools. 1t

comes largely through the Elemen-

tary and Secondary Education Act;
first passed in 1965 and due to come
up for renewat this year.

The debate over renewal is likely -.

te be contentious. Some $8 billion is
disbursed to poor schools through the
act, and conservatives have ex-
pressed doubts about the elfective-
ness cf the program.

Like Mr. Alexander, some conser--

vatives have been arguing that the

public school system needs to be
drastically altered through the ex-
pansion of charter schoois and the

use of school vouchers.

Adam Urbanski, a vice president . .-

of the American Federation of
Teachers, said Mr. Clinton's pro-
posal ‘was an effort to combat the
growing voucher and charter move-
ments by improving ail public
schaols. **Vouchers and charters are

“ mosl likely {o thrive when there is no

accountability, when.there is no way

" to determine whether public schools

are succeeding,” he said. "' President
Clinton is sending the message that
pitblic schools are salvageable. The
best way to restore confidence in
public schools is to get better results
in public schools. And that cotes
about through tough love." :
The President’s proposal calls for
schools to meet several criteria,
amang them ending what is called
"social promotion,” in which pupils
are moved to the next grade irre-
spective of performance. Schools
would also have to increase the quati-
ty of teachers by insisting on onpoing
training for experienced teachers
and high scores on tests for new ones.

‘Educators Praise Clinton’s School Goals, but Question His Means

‘ -
States, wonld have to identify low
performing schools, working to im-
prove thei through teacher training
and a focus on discipline and, if all
else fails, depriving them of money.

A number of states have. already
adopted some or all of these ap-
proaches, and the President's advis-
ers say his plan aims to complement
those efforts.

But Charles L. Glenn a professar
of education policy at Boston Univer-
sity, said there was good reason to he
cancerned aboul more Federal regu-
lations on {ocal schoals. "'l consider
Federat funds 1o be an awkward
instrument for these poficies,"” he
said. “This will tie the hands nf tolks
at the local level"

Chestér E. Finn, Jr., an assistant

“secretary of education under Presi-

dent Reagan, said he did not see how
the Federal Government could “mi-
cromanage 15000 school districts.”
He added, "The test of this debate
will he to see whether Republicans
have .a better idea how to do this.”
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By .qul'\ H. Tavior

Buring the :mpeachment trial on Satur-

dav, | stood with ‘nine new Nixon library
volunteers before o murdt showing Presi-

dent Ko Wiy 1n"lo famm and friends as*
e left the White House on Aug. 8, 1974, As ™

always on these tours, [ told ihemI how
paindu! the moment must have been. since
resimiation wasnt inevitabie. although
1he House Judiviary Committee had passed
three articles of 11npeachment the House

- Iudn't voted yet. and a Senate triat was as-

sumed 1o be months away.

While GOP teaders believed Nixon siili-

had up 1 15 voteslfor acquittal in theé Sen-
ate, he decided \unmnf: back another 16

cowould be tow hard On the country. "By tak-
 ins this actioty.’
speach, *1 hope that T will have hastened'

he said in his reswnatlon

the start of that process of healing which is
so desperately needed in America.q Few

. acknowledged the grace ol his self- sacn

[, and many even ridiculed him for giv-
tng them what they had wanted by j Jeenng
lintas g quilter. Nowadays we hear that he
“tesigned in disgrace” and that Watergate
proved “the svstem worked.”
Glovious "60s - !
\Ve now have y test case for the other

way the sysleun works, because Bill Clinton
pronises he's staving. 1t's true Nixon had
lost some Repuhhcan cOngressional votes
in 1974, while most Democrats are suII
standing by Mr. Clin f
ton, but that shouldn't
be 3 surprise. Infthe .
midst of an upbeat
ecunorny and a Taging
Tightdefl calture war.
Demotrais are more
inclined lu support
the president during
his ¢Tisis than Water-
gale  Republicans
were in 3 societyvand X
cuiture Tiven by Viete T oo n e gt
1am and the detario- ~ ciard Nizon
ruting economy of 19714, If there is any-
Ui left-teaning [ baby-boomer pols ton-

- sitler worth defending with their political

tives, iU's Lhe verities of the gioTious 'E0s,
and e president is still thé high priest.
But Mr. Clintonys decision 10 touglit oul
mikes if eusier 10 see that Nicon ccuid
ttave hizd his day 30 court, too. In.stead his
demur gave his torrnentars a reputatlon
they do not deserve Jor fairness and bipar-
tisanship. Watergate Democrats |were
ntthless partisins who hated Nixon as pas-

- sionately as many conservative Republi-

cans hate Clintond They hated tum for his
crusading anticommunism, for Vietnam
and for political triumphs ranging from the
convictinn of Alger Hiss to his landstide re-
vleribon in 1972,

Indced the \Vat ergate Demperais make
Kennoth Stare angd Henry Hyde look like
nrilyueloasts. The lhen-chalrman of the

‘The Presiden

House Judivjary Comrnmee Rep Peter
Foding.  announced befcrre the hearings
had opened that all 21 Democrats woutld
vote [or impeachment! Yet they pretended
during the tetevised hearings that their
minds weren't made up, and the media Jet
them get away with it.|Rep. 'John Conyers.
whonow narrowly defines an impeachable
offense, favored ousting Nixon for abolish-
ing the Office of Economic Opportunity,

while Mr. Conyers's Judiciary Comnuittee .
_colieague, Father Roobert Drinan,. had

calted the president a|“fascist war crimi-
nai” on the House floor. -

Rep. Jack Brooks| falsely sugpested
Nixon had spen; goven’imenl !unds farper-

v TR L s T L
{_"l‘-l’.,\" O

t Wlth the Grace to Remgri

Elisherg break- m had taken ptace just as
he had always said. 1t's true thal oo the

June 13 tape Ihe president is heard agprov-

ing a plar to limil the FBI's Walergale in-
vestigalion, but only because his abvious
first instine? was to protect his beleaguered
friend and campaign manager, John
Mitchell. But nowhere in the tapes does he
express any fear that the FBI witl learn
about the plumbers. Indeed, when &n gide
tells him soon after the'Watergate break-in
that the FRI had adready learned burglar
E. Howard Hunt had worked [or the \White
House on national security issues, the
president is impassive, Meanwhile. the
tapes show him telling.ajdes over and over

M. Cfmron s decision to tough it out ‘makes it easier
t0 see that Nixon could have had his day m court, too. In-
stead, his a’emu:r gave his tormentors o reputatmn they do
not deserve for fasrnéss and bipartisonship.

. . | .
sonal purposes at his homes. Rep. Wilbur
Miils predicted the presmlent would resign
in 973 for cheating on his inCome taxes,

When Nixon pointed 04t that the Secret.

Service and other agencies had calied for
the expenditurés and mat an_ actountant
had backdated a key tax document without
fis knowledge, few gave kim the benefit of
the doubt. Withoul the Political damage
done by character assassma.tmn as well as

" by the Arab oil embargu and & deteriotat-
- ing economy, ﬂ'e re]ease of the famous

“smoKing gun” wanscript in August 1974
might not have had such a deva.statmg im-
pact.

By re&g’nmg Nixon appeamd to stipu-
late his opponents’ mse About the central

facts of Watergate-jthe  break-in, the
“- ¢overup and what the smoling gun” con-

versation on the June| 23, 1972, tape sug-
gests about them - history has been frozen
in amber for a guarter-century. No effort to

- chaitenge the conventivrial tales of -presi
dential mischisf{ has caughl the media’s |

fancy. Yet based on what we know today, it

is hard 1o believe the|Senate would have -

convicted him for Watergate. .

There is no evidénce that Nixon knew in -
advance aboul the Watergate break-in, de~

spite recent statements to the contraty by,
Mr. Ciinlon's lawyer Dzmd Kendali. Text-

hocks Tecite that he nonelheless launched -

a coverup because he|was afraid the FBI
would find out about the unrelated illegal
activities of the \‘-"hire House plumbers,
who had broken mtoDameI Ellsberg's psy-
chiatrist’s gHfice the year tefgre following

the massive wartime Iea.k of Vietnam docy-

ments knawn as the Pentagon Papers.

Nixon's alleged motive for & coverup js -

telied by new fapes réleased in 1996, The
tapes suggest stmngly that at the time of

the Watergate brezk-n he didn't Know the
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throughoﬁt the summner and fall of 1932 pot

tocover up Watergate—but that he had the

right and responsibility 10 use the
plumbers (v prevent the leaking of na-
tional-Securily sacrets. .

. If one reads the tape (ranseripts with

.Nixen's bias —that tegal measures o pro-

tect secrels during wartime were legiti-
mate, bt political burglaries-weren't~
then nothing on the tapes can be taken as
evidence thai he sanctioned or knew about

a systematic coveiup of the Watergate bur-
glary or that he considered the pavment of -

hush money until March 1973, when Water-
gate essentially overwhelmed him. As far
the June 23 tape, it doesn’t necessarily

demonstrate an illegal intent if we assume |

that he already favored limiting the inves-
tigation for national-security reasons. [n
any event, less than two weeks after June
23, when the FBI complained about the
pressure, Nixon personally told acting di-
vector L. Patrick Gray to conduct an unfet-
tered investigation, )

Mr, Clintons lawyers ask us to keep in

ming what was going through his mind at

the time he made apparently [alse state-
ments uhder oath, Seeing the comple: Wa-
targale record Niton's way requirés cer
tain assumptions as well. including the
stipulation that he was a war president

‘whose oulrage at leaks he believed might

léad to soldiers’ dealths was justifiabie. But
few Nixon critics, then or now, have been
willing to concede him the right ta think as
2 commander-in-chief. By the early 1970s
the Zeitgeist had turned against e war, 50

that MNixon was reguired to govern by

peacetime rules in the most {ractions polit-

ical environment since the Civii War, Viet-

nam was the principal source of his ene

.mijes’ rage as well as of (h¢ reciprocal .

anger he sometimes expresses on the tapes
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al s political oppenents. An_vorfe who 5Lil}
finds Nixon's anger distastelul might try
imagining the pressures inherent in lilting

‘one’s hand {rom the Bible on the steps of

the Capile]_alter taking the oath of office
and ipstantly laking responsibiiity’ for
540.000 young lives half 2 world away. .
The link between Vietnam.and Water-
gale is as vital as that between the Civil
War and the impeachment of Andrew John-
son. Indeed, Watergate's most profound
consequence may bethal it squandered the
advantpge Nixon won In Vietham through
a series of military dectsions ranging [rom
the Cambodian incutsion in 1970 to the

.Christmas 1972 bombing of North Vietnam,
-eachof which added (ueltopartisan fires in ©

Congress. Had there been no Watergata,

. could he have bombed North Vietnam to -

punish viotations of the Paris Peace Ac-
cords in the spring of 1973 and persuaded .
Congress to continue 1o support Saigonand
even pay developmental aid to North Viel-
nam? We'll never know . bul we can guess.
Historian Stephen J. Morris argues that
Hanoi was so terrified of U.S. air power
and appalied by the casualties it had sul-
fered on the ground that, at Moscow's urg-
ing, it had given up the prospect of con- .
quering Saigon militarily, When the U.5.
folded its hand during-and after Water
gate, however, the communists' caicula- .
tions changed. They resumed their aggres-
sion and ovetrwhelmed South Vietnam ang -
Cambodia in 1973, -
Perfect Scapegoat .
The influential liberal etite ¢! the Clin-

‘tan era are hot interested in questioning -

whether Watergute negated the sacrifices -
made by nearly 60,000 of their fellow Amer
icans—and since they have the perfect °
scapegoat, they don't have to ask. Like the
Suffering Servant in the Book of Isaiah,
Richard Nixon bears the iniguities of all of -
us, preserving our illusion of superiof
marality and masking the consequences
for both Americans and the people of In-
dochina of out decision to abandon our al-
lies in South Vietnam and Cambodia.
President Nixon's resignation was a gift -

1o a country he loved. He hoped it would

help heal a nation, but it merely hid a

", blegding wound. It is supremely presump -

tuous o second-guess his courageous deci-
sion. But 1 wish he had not resipned. A Sen- |
ate trial, properly managed. could have -

served as a national forum on the war that

John-Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson had

‘begun, the war thal President Nixon anded -

honorably, and the war thit begot Water--
gate. Ouly then by Richard Nixon's stripes -
might we Lruly have been healed. Perhaps

Mr. Clinten's trial wilt provide an opportu .

nity for healmg today.

Mr. Taylor is grecutice director of the

Richard -Nixon Library aud Birthplace

Foundation.
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| "Clinton.’s School Plan Is c_rG_ﬁbod Start. '_Le"t"s Go Further.

By DianeRavitcH

. Every oplnion poll shows that education
: is now the public’s top domestic priority.
" Every pol{ also shows that the public wants
schools to have higher academic standards
and to be safe and orderly places. So it was
not surprising that President Clinton
would stress education in his State of the

Union address last night.
The president wants to set federal
_guidetines for teacher training, student
disciptine, schoo! performance and pro-
motion policy. School districts that violate
the new federal guldelines would risk los-
ing their federal funding, Federal aid to
the schools—about $20-billion—is consid-
erably less than 10% of what Americans
spend for public education, but ne district
is going to risk losing even that fraction

- of its budget.

The White House has raised the right is-
sues, and it is about time. In the 34 years
since Congress passed the Elementary and

" Secondary Education Act, [edera! money
has been spread to as many districts as
possible with scant regard for whether its
beneficiaries—especlaliy poor kids—were
actuplly learning anything. For too many
years, federal ald to the schools has been
both burdensome and ineffective. Now the
president wants to establish quality stan-
dards to accompany the federal aid. -

This proposal makes some important - -

points: Schools should never have started
promoting kids who have not mastered the

work of their grade; they should have efl- .

fectlve -disclplinary codes; they should

" naver hire teachers who don’t know thelr
subject; and they should issue informative
chool report cards to parents and the pub--

tic. -
- And yet experience suggests that when
the education lobbyists begin to influence

any future legislation, we can expect more .

regulation and more bureaucrats, and pre-
cious few real standards. This is why Mr.
Clinton must link his proposals to deregu-
lation, thus liberattng schools from redun-

“domt administrators, onerous regulations

and excessive costs, most of which are lm-
posed by current federal education pro-
grams, .

The best way to do this would. be to

turn the key federal program for poor

kids—Title I—-into a portable entitlement,
so that the money follows the child, like a

" cotlege scholarshlp. Presently, federal

meney goes to the school district, where
bureaucrats watch it, dispense it and find

manifold ways to multiply their tasks and

add to their staffs. As 3 portable-entitle-
ment, Title I's $8 billion would allow poor
children to attend the school of their

choice Instead of being stuck in low-per-
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‘forming schools. It would be a powerful.

stimulus for sclioo! choice. At the very
least, states should be given waivers to
direct federal money to the child, not the
district. - : Lo

- There are addltlonal. steps that Mr.
Clinton should take now to enliance incen-

_tives for student performance in current
" federal programs; ’

® Renew a campalgn to authorize na-
tional tests in fourth-grade reading and
elghth-grade mathematics. President
Clinton proposed this last year, but it has
languished because of opposition from
conservative Republicans and liberal De-
mocrats. Il he can't resuscitate that pro:
posal, then he should ask Congress to al-
low indjvidual districis and schools to ad-
minister the excellent subject-matter tests
devised by the National Assessment of Ed-

ucational Progress (which only statewide

samples of students can take now). As the
excltement over a new fourth-grade read-
Ing test demonstrated last week in New
York state, nothing concentrates the mind
of students,. parents and teachers like a
test, - ' - .
* Adopt, by executive order, a terrific

- idea floated by columnist Robert Samue!-

son: Require any student who wants a fed-
eral scholarshlp for college to pass a 12th-

grade test of reading, writlng and mathe-

maties. Half of al! college students pet’
sufe form of federat aid. This sheuld not
be an entitleneni: if students must pass a
moderately rigorous examination to get
their college aid, tliere would be a dra-..

-matic and instantaneous beost in incen-’

tives to study hard in high sehool and ju-
nior high school. .

* Adopt, by executive order, real edu- |
cational standards for Head Start and set
better qualifications for Head Start teach-
ers. This preschool program was sup-.
posed to give poor children a chance to .
catch up with their better-off peers, but it -
has turned into a big day-care program ;
with no reat educational focus for-the kids
who need literacy and numeracy the
most. : .

* Require that those who teacli in feder-
ally funded programs have a degree in an.
academic stibject and pass a test of sub--
ject-matter knowledge. and teaching com- -
petence. This should apply to all teachers,
not just the newly hired.

Mr. Clinton has described some impor-
tant changes for American education.

- Whether or not Congress endorses his

ptan, hie has pointed the national discus-
sion about education in the right direc-
tion, toward standards and accountabit-

“ity. 1f we can add to that a strong dose of . -

deregulation, choice and competition, we
will be onr the read to educationat re-:
newal.

Ms.” Ravilch is a sewfor fellow af the’
Brookings Institution, a rescarch professor
al New York University and « former assis- -

- tant secreiary of educntion.
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Comcbacl’\ Da) Ends
1inh'B{0ncos Sei
to Face Falcons

By GERALD ESKENATI

DENVER. Ian. Y ~ For more
than halt of lou‘n 5 American Fool
ball Cunference ch:\mplonxhlb Eame,
the Jets could [ser all the way (o
Xham. a8d the Super Bawl, the game
1kad IRy mad helped ern e one ot -
e bigeest spcnacles n sparts M
VRIS ARD .

A aken they began to drop the
bad wurmang n over $1a limes on 3
day when the Denver Broncos need-
ed the gitts. And in a3 tpmanoe
tpdurge alier hatlime. the Brancos.
the defending Super Bow| champi-
nns, radlicd for 20 paints and deteniog
ihe Je1s By 2500 4a éarn the anip Lo
Supet Bowl XXXilton Jan i

The vicipry by 1he high-powered
Hroncas was not & surprise, but (heir
Supet Bowl oppangnr 1; the ATlanta
Falcens, who shocked the heavity
Vv &4 'hnntwl.:n Vikings lur 1he
Natann! Conlérence champisnship,
winmng hy 34-27 overdime in M-
~rapaks.- The Fabeons — led by a
coach, PDar chves who ka2 heart
hypats surgers 3 month ago — will
ptay in the Super Bowl Jor the (st
hme i therr J2-year oy nad will
again te underdags, ek tme 13 the
Itoncns Reeves's Inf nier 10am. [Ar-
1Ticte pagy Ut !

(3 the betr of davs of woold have
toer dilhieult [far the Jets to halt
Dorver.wich was 142 0 the regu- |:
lar sexson and had won 1% sreaght |
games & Mde High Stadiwm Bur the
Jees, who bed! by 100 early i The
second half could nor pvercome therr
misiakes: rhq:n iurngvers. mchud-
IR oIr fumhies, AR o botehed hick:
off thal ke nr\_"! Dweavpr Lrlyg goal,

“ldan’y think vou €an doahe things
we gid m a| ehampenahip ghme
ARSRSL 3 orcam’ Dke (ks said’ A
suhdurd  Bill, Parcels. the  Jers
coack who i rwp hreahiesa seatons
hat ternll the Natinand Foechald H
1. w langhaztiotks and kronght i
them wib 80 fminwtes of the Saper |
Rout, | |

While F"\rcelh hrid his po-.l gmeE 1
rews conlerenee, Eiway wat busy :
lunning 3 vielory lap nruund Mlle-
High Sragium alter wha was prabas |
Wi bt lagt pame m Deaver. The
guarierhack, who was energieed by:
she fams amil b ke Je1c mistakee in
the Lecand h-'\_iT, 15 noveriheiess heely
141 retare aHer 1he Super Bawl,

The dwpar-ald Eiony, whe won
Ius Lilth A& FC, chanafionsteg e s
thrh seasor! was oned ae hree Lest,
o Aot 1 pacees for 173
Yuldy. dal Pis 1h¥aig heathlosn
pasy u Howard Crdfob m Ih\' thrd| -

e

Corilmuﬂl o I"u].‘l‘ Ny

1 equilly high burdens lor homeown-

Avwraeea Frovs

CLINTON TO URGE
MORE U.S.
" ON AID TO SCHOOLS

CONTROL

To Stick to Policy, Not His Trial,
in State of the Union Address

i |, WASHINGTON, Jan. IT = Prest

' aprers Limms Tl

Dzaver’s John Elway, lelt, and Atllanta s [amal Angderson helped their trams to playslf viclaries yesterday.

Sutts Say Unscrulpulous Lending
Is Takmg Hores From the Poor

By RANDY KENNEDY

Ry all appeatances. (he  loan
DETEEMERI G Koight sigacd inl
1995 was 2 classic Ir:nso:uo«_be;
TR SN RETIRART Saksmen ang
an unsnpliancated bafrower . o
peor Brook[yvn neug hiporhod f

Ms. Knight, & retired teacher. savy
the satesmen who haeckedl on Ir:‘r
Wi peraveded her ta tt her hnuw
upas collateral [ar an 35 (04 Inan, at
11 Peroen: imeresr, oa kel wonh h:lu
and p previous loan — cven l‘ruuu;.h
she had nt income nd oo way 1o
make the $173 monminly pavmenis. [

Dur when ahe defiulted om her
Iaan, eading 16 evwchion sohires et
Yeat, the ended. up an the prp ril'
sanweiig lar arged 1han ii\ln
Fundeng, 2 reiatively obreure I.oug
Ixiand marigage company (tha sehig-
irs by x {rom pogr
Deias parmer TR 10 1ake hrr
bt o Bonkers Trus) Cnmpanv
Awerens cigtubelarpes) bank.

Ihgli-ungrest  onding  wn pr
nuightarhiads has long produce
tugh produs lor lenders ond, olien,

BGAROWERS BEWAAL
A aprotal te et

ors Bur the entry of kig banks Yike
Bankers Trust 13 patl of a prowing
rend in such lending ond  has
changed the equatien. Gver the jasi

Jseveral years, Della fns convetred

hurdreds of millinns of dollary
woith of Its Merigages Ino LoCuri-
taes fnoch bke onds, which i 5ells (o
wnvasin s rougl Bankers Trus:

In turn. Bankers Trust has pro-
viged DeMa with hundreds of mil-
hans of invesiors” dotlars, pltowwng 1
in make more lnans and become 3
neajar plavet v high-amierest bondang
1 New York mng IT othee siaees

Beet Ihore 1= & proh’om: n-high
et eeniage of the homsowncrs con's
alterd Dela's mongages, Many say
they wore duped trte taking the loans
and new may lowe 1heir homes as
Delra and Bankers Truse Iry 10 ro-
chain the maAEy i Iher vennrs,

Delia and Bankors Trest delend

sthere penwaties. But Delta's business

Continued on Pake Al
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Wilh ravaged lives behind them, Hondurms wait to head notth on

it 7 Tt f oy S Yot Tt

a lrcnght wain in Tapachulz, Mexico,

Storm chtuns Surge North,

|
By GINGF.R THGMPSUN’

T'\PACIIULJ\ Mexico — About
ereLry :nud.m. B Cargo 10&m Igaged
with funl and othur uppics arrrves
1 M Ely AedrT Meucd's borger
witl Gualemala. 1L hoads back nocth
SlEer auRtew, emply but for the
Riinan ¢ur go chngang o s ses)

Sty .:rhurru:am Struck Centeal
Ao s (al, leaving lhw:.u\ds
duad und] pnihes homcicss. Ilwre
hias ben uf ularming Increasy tilt
[t oi umagrants making this
Il FUR i glriency, headug to the

©oLnad S, ningals say. ;

CCunural American  Immigians

Rt € Bl JUMpIRG KIS Creks g aid
nu. W rr.un Iur were 1han J -!ct \de
i

suffocoie after crawlhing innde box
cars whose doors lock behind tlgem
or are mulllpted when ¢xhausuon
causes them 1o Yose their grip 'and
fall beneath ihe ram.

This latest group, driven by |[the

-loss of lives ond Livelihoods, 15 ntore
desperale 2l more dutapmd ea -8

reach the Umiod Staes, say imann

-graca othcials ang social workers

who have Lalked with them,

Amoaty hase warling fur the trawn
Pere moearly Jahuary woere three
mcr fium ke Henduran pooe :c of
Ulanche. Hagrard and hungre, "\l-}‘
i Uhetr einire vitlage el & |-..n||le

Bt bre i desiroyid By 1B badfi e,
which wreaked an estimated B owils

Dok diauage.
They nad Telt heme two wevks

N ith U.S. as Goal

ahwul 330 for food. Dae showed a
dtep gash on s shoulder hefi by the
theet's machere,

*This hat 10 be Ihe Most B3d & Xp0
FIETICE & TEOn could live, icuving
your <hildren” s3u oae, lgse Jug-
rex, a laroter pnd taker ol five.
TThere ure 1o words o descrine 1hal |
kit uf puin Bul | musi.make tus
sacrifice lur them.”

Myxwcun ofnicials wotry that The

Trade Trash
“For Culture?
Not Virginia

By BLAINE NARDEN

' RICHMOKD, va, Jon 1T = Vir-
gimans are s rugghng 1o doside what
odors whlting oul of New fork Ciy
smeil mnre foul — mMushreomng
moungs’ of garbage or uppity pro-
avuncemests feom Mayor Hodniph
W Giiulang

Moserits Harsd acrest the Old Do-
MUntoN 1381 week a1 pews al 3 pirse
ble tripling of delvenes of New York
Cuy garbage. Upip2 2 million lons a
year, Vireiniany earned, tould soon

ik plodifing un the James River,
¢ thund o tardblico tnooa srane phag

alrcady i erohatraseed 10 place sef.
ond Ustant Fennaylvama) an Amer.
ICP i gAFRAEC dostialmn,

Moxte 32 1 pewd WAk — Gov,
damec s Gilmare Xd eafied it Chighty
whaceeniabie™ and wpeke of his Juy
19 ban garbage harges on Hae fav.
eFs — aly perceived lozkily was
quickly crcevded by the Mlayur's
slalement aboy! why non-New York-
€r3 have garbage okliganons,

In exchange for the lop-drawer
Culture Thal vishors wak up i Hew
York, the Mayor asseried, shoy
shoittd be willing to bury some (rash
buck hong. & “recprocal relpien.
abp,” he calked i,

fn whis seate where people take
rge i el manners, $hat reason.
wy has ngied widvspread outbreaky
of inCrvility, Long-simmMEenng swapi-
Cions aboul Yapkees — dieit arree
gunce. 1her pushy polincians and the
unspeakable nature of their garbage
- are suddenly boiling aver,

Now les me sec il ! gt ot right,™
F2ig Stare Senator Wilham T. Ball-
g, & Republican and longome cric
of out-oi-state 17ash, "1 ¢amre up 1o
Hew York 2nd 1 cpend my hard.
earned mengy and somehow moez-
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INSIDE

NATO Meets on Kosavo,
Appealing for Cease-Fire
NATD ambassaders in Brusscls, in
an unusuat Synday mecting calted 10
dikcuss Lhe viclence in Kosovo, catled
on Yugeshavia {0 rospedt a cease
tire, but bagked off raviving NATO
plang ta bomb Serbian Iargeis m
Kasave and Serpin lsell. Page A6

Behind a $60 Blilion Dest
Vodalone won N3 narrow victory
ovir Bell Auznlic in the bidging for
Angach thraggh 1wo weeks of ag.
Eressrve  couriship  pnd  adbnighe
PRy seusiong, Page C1.

Revivirg the Sur Ceremony

High 10 Lhe Canodisn arcue, Eskic
mos i 1the wwn o 1ginalik, whe pow
preler g D known aF TR, are
fonding new merrt e colebiragng

(Iheir otd way of Lite, Page As,

ncredycd  Muenber of
cranging b b der ol soulnern My
1co coul) tndicule the beginuag ol.a
large augd miclonged migranon of
Ceniral Alncrans through Mexnen
RO diwe Dlilod Slgees SUth o Hagra-
uen woull ploce Even greaier’ bur-
dens va lamder conteol

dent Clinton will propote ia his Siale
& 1he LiMioh Messape on Tucstay the
mosi aggressive navgnwide efforl
TYET [0 DRIRE BRedtes accaunlabality
to staie and loeal school systems,
potentutly atfecong the slocation of
.hiflions ot dellars in Federal educa-
non ud. White Hause ollieials s&id
1pday, .

Mr. Chpten plans to devolr Ihe
budw of bis apeech (e the challenges af
rducaling the Inrgess schonk-age pop-
ulatinn 0 AmericAn history and in:
suring the welinre of aging cilizens,

Hheials snid tnointervews aver (he
weekend. Mr. Chaton will propote a
set of rewards for schoal districty
thai set high strndards for ieachers,
enlorce pudedined for student pro-

perlormance.

The Presrdent had no plans 10 ad-
dress his smpeachment triab in the
Senate o7 Ihe #cliona that ¢ casioned
| 1. mides said even thouph he witi b
spraking {a (he tallon slter Lis law-
. YETs compiete thewr first day of argu-
l ments in rEbuital 1o e charges of
perpury and obstructtan of Jusuce,

Adviscrs said Mr, Clinton is pain-

Lhe speech, but chose 10 press shead
10 demansiraie 1o the AMOrican pec-
Pt A3 RE 1S dEef rined 19 COrTy ful
Ihe Busroess of the maion cven as
Congress weighs the ultimate consie
tulrgnal sancien BgAwnst hwm.

The speech takies on a greaner sip-
wlicance than usual because Mr
Cunton will po:, a8 I vears past, be
sinly laying oul a poticy wish lisi
fot the caming vear. He will be mak-
Ing A plee to the AmErican pranle,
s 1o hastory, to Judge am on Ihe
nanen's progress and his perlorme

#videni perional tanmps.
Mr, Chinon wilt devore feughly 8

motions and closely monior $choi

Tully #ware of the awkward limng of

anct in cllice raiher (han on s

fiy JOHN M. BRODER

quarter ot the acdress 1o foregn
molicy and miliary maners, ades
s2id. He will propose a majos inwza-
tlive [0 help looal governments pees
pate lor & bislogical weapnns mHach,
providing Federal meney lor eariy
deteniion $ys1ems and 10 begin SIoCk-
prling vacoines 10 combar biolgicar
warfafe Jgenrs, a sensor Adminisiea-
uek oflicial 2210,

He will 3iz0 propose an expanged
effort to safeguard nuclear weapons
in Hussia and oiher lormer Soviet
stares, going well beyond existing
progprams 1o lind new jobs for Rus.
SN Wemrpons sciennists and 0 help
convert Russian mylilary complexes
10 cwihan uses, iliciats said,

But the bulk of the speech will
address  domeatie  visucs,  chief
amang them edurauon and Social

Continued on Mage ALT

Advocates Preparing
For Trial's Next Stage

Alver 1hree days of wha experis
1akd were the strongest Jegal argu-
ments el for the removal of Presi-
Jenl Clnion_ Repyblicans snd Demp-
crals. debaied the girengih af the
casc  ARAiNST the Presudem, nnd
Democrals warned onew that calling
whincsses would prolong s ime
peachman triaf :

Mr. Clinlen's inwyers, meanshile,
are préparing a delense in the Senaee
of Tuesday that allacks the prosecu-
g o ke (3015, the Jaw, the Canstl-
lwton and hiseacy, They will argue
that the charges fall welb shom of 1he
standard for remavel Irom eihice.

—a——

Ariicle), pogey AJA L),

A Campaign for a No-Kill Policy
For the Nation’s Arimal Shelters

SAN FHANCISCO, Jan. 1T — whnen
RIchard Avaazng ieads a tour of the
heudyeariers of the San Francsce
Society lur 1he Prevention of Cruehy
1o Ammals, he cannal heip sounding
LCPRDIY Plodsed ’

“There ™ ou shelicr ke this i the
{ werld,” b susd the OIncT day as he
ushured gucyis 1hrough (the aocly’s
Maddw’s Fel Adoplien Center. He
way not really bragging Mr. Avans
zna, whe has Just SIepped down as
presdent ol the S.P.C AL helped
make the shelizr the envy of humane
socivies aCross the eoualry, 3 plice

houstholds donates hme or money,

In this §7 mulhen sheher, aban-
doned dups Mve noairy, glasswalicd
UapaMments” with doggy luions.
\elevisions and throw rugs, Cuts
_have slaborale jungie gyms o play
i, potied grasses to monch on and
1hsh videay Bo wetch on ther 1eiew
£1gns. The 1o0MS 2rE 50 5paciuys thay
the 5.P.C.A olfered 1o shelicr sumg
of the e y’s many hometeas peonte 1
thent, though most people decided n
Was ROl & great wdes.

where 1gurisls go and | oul of 3 ey *

By EVELYN NIEVES

Bui the sociry's biggest atcom.
plshment. Kir, Avanano said, s
pushiig $2n Francisco (o become the
farst el eny o e United Siaies,
e where n