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Re: Bipartisan Survey of Voters’ Education Views

Dear Mr. Reed: /: ’;; Lol

We are pleased to forward for your information and use the enclosed Executive Summary and
supporting materials for an NEA-commissioned survey of likely voters on education issues. The
survey, designed and conducted by a bipartisan team of research firms, interviewed 1,000 likely voters
between January 18 and January 26, 2000. The results demonstrate the importance that voters place
on supporting and strengthening public schools.

The survey results highlight voters’ strong commitment to public education. Voters identify
education as the single most important issue nationally. They support a higher level of federal
education funding and strongly favor increased national investment in public schools. In particular
voters express strong support for reducing class size, targeting resources to low-performing schools,
improving teacher quality, and modernizing school buildings -- initiatives that have consistently
ranked as top priorities for this administration.

We believe these survey results clearly indicate that voters want policymakers to place strengthening

public education at the top of their agenda We hope you find the enclosed materials informative and
useful.

Sincerely,

sy Ein

Mary Elizabeth Teasley
Director of Government Relations
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'EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This memorandum summarizes the findings of a survey of likely voters on education issues. The
survey was commissioned by the National Education Association. The project was designed and
conducted by a bi-partisan team of research firms, consisting of Greenberg Quinlan Research,
Inc. (Stan Greenberg and Alan Quinlan) and Voter / Consumer Research (Jan van Lohulzen)
Details of the survey execution are the following:

¢ Interviews were conducted by telephone with 1,000 likely voters, stratified to reflect

voter turnout by state. ' |
* Interviews were conducted between January 18 and January 26, 2000.
¢ The margin of error associated with the results is +/- 3.1 percent.

American voters are ready to embrace a national program of investment in public
education that addresses the problems in schools today. Education stands out as the single most
important issue nationally and voters support action at the national level to improve the nation’s
schools. Education demands attention and public officials who ignore it do so at great risk.

Voters now support a higher level of federal funding for education and believe the federal
government should share responsibility with states and localities. Education is now the highest
priority for additional federal funding (42 percent). It surpasses health care (37 percent), Social
Security and Medicare (33 percent), tax cuts (20 percent), and paying down the debt (20
percent). A large majority, 61 percent, believes the federal government spends too little on
education, an increase from two years ago (58 percent).

The electorate believes public schools need improvement (60 percent) and expresses a
strong commitment to improve these schools: 79 percent believe it is important to have strong
public schools. The importance of public education paves the way to broad support for a set of
national proposals aimed at improving public education. When faced with a choice of a national
investment in public schools or local control and vouchers, voters favor a nanonal investment by
a 53 to 33 percent margln

The support for national investment does not come without strings, however, and voters
want to be sure the money is used to address specific needs. While their feelings are mixed
about increasing the role of the federal government in education decisions generally, they
support federal initiatives that aim to fix the problems in public schools.

At the center of this debate are teachers and students, both of whom are pivotal players in
efforts to improve education. Teachers are central to any strategy aimed at improving education,
and voters place initiatives that improve the quality of teachers at the top of their list. Voters are
. ready to commit resources to ensure that they have the best teachers possible by encouraging the
best students to enter the profession, providing financial incentives to keep good teachers, and
raising salaries. However, they demand accountability in return and overwhelmingly support
‘national standards and certlﬁcatlon for all teachers.
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At the same time, the overwhelming majority of voters support national proposals that
address their other fundamental concern — that too many students do not réceive the attention
they need and cannot learn in a huge and unruly classroom. Broad support emerges for measures
to reduce class size, increase funding to low-performing schools, and provide additional
assistance to help special needs students receive the attention they need.

Each of the eight initiatives tested.receives at least two-thirds support; seven of the eight
.garner more than three-founhs support: -

Increased funding for special needs students (88 percent)
College scholarships to attract the best high school students to teach (85 percent)
Financial incentives to keep and attract good teachers (82 percent)

Increased funding for districts with large proportions of poor or disadvantaged
students (82 percent)

National certification standards for all teachers (80 percent)
e Three billion dollars to help local school districts modemize (78 percent)
* Hire 100,000 new teachers (75 percent)

Education: . Top Budget Pnong{

The prominence of education is clear and it now stands above other issues as an issue
Washington should pay attention to. Education is the top concemn for voters, and is cited by 38
percent when asked to name their two top concems, surpassing Social Security (35 percent),
health care (31 percent), taxes (17 percent), crime (15 percent), moral decline (14 percent),
national debt (12 percent), the economy (10 percent) and the environment (9 percent).

Voters are ready for more federal spending on education; a large majority (61 percent)
believes the federal government spends too little on education, compared to just 11 percent who
think it spends too much. An equal number believe their state government spends too little on
education (63 percent) and a majority, 51 percent, look for more spending from their local
government. At each level of government, the call for moré spending has increased in the last
two years, and voters are now more likely to want mcreased spending from the federal
government than from local government on educatlon
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Government Spending on Education
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Education 'is now the single most important fundin
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government and more voters want additional spending on education than for any other
area. In spite of last year’s debate on tax cuts, debt retirement, Social Security and Medicare,
education emerges as the top priority for federal budget next year. When asked to name the two
areas for more federal spending next year, 42 percent cite education, placing it agam above
health care, Social Security, and other i issues.

Top Two

Priorities for the Federal Budget

Education §

j o

Health care

§

Social Security and

' 3%

__Medlcare

Paying down the debt

I 20%

Tax cuts

Crime J

Defense

' 20%
13%

12%

T T T

T T T T T
15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% . 45% 50%

T
10%



National Education Association

While education has broad appeal throughout the electorate, it is particularly compelling
with key swing audiences, including Independents, liberal/moderate Republicans and Republican
women. It stands as the most important spending priority among moderates (45 percent), and the
same is true of voters with school-age children. As the table below underscores, it has strong
appeal with key groups.

EDUCATION IS TOP. FUNDING PRIORITY
AMONG PARTISAN GROUPS
Education is ‘Advantage over

_ Top Budget Priority Next Top Priority
Democrats . 46 +5
Independents - 43 +2
Republicans -~ 36 +7
Liberal-Moderate Republicans 49 » +16
Republican Women - 43 +10
Women with Children 50 +9
Men with Children : 47 +17

Even among conservative Republicans, education is cited as a Iop priority by 30 percent,
equal to paying down the national debt (29 percent), and slightly hlgher than tax cuts (27
percent) as a spending priority.

Finally, education dominates tax cuts as a budget priority among some key swing
audiences — liberal-moderate Republicans and Independents. Liberal-moderate Republicans
prefer education to tax cuts by a two-to-one ratio (49 and 25 percent respectively), while the ratio
grows to more than two-to-one among independents (43 and 18 percent).

Federal Role Linked to Specifics
The federal role voters envision on education is one founded on spemﬁc initiatives and

proposals that directly address their concerns. In the abstract, voters are unsure of a larger
federal role and tend to split three ways on'the question with 38 percent supporting a larger role,
35 percent a smaller role, and 24 percent maintaining the same role. A strong partisan trend
emerges in which Democrats support larger versus smaller role by 48 to 23 percent,
Independents split down the middle (36 to 34 percent), and few Republicans support a larger rolc
(27 to 52 percent). ,
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When the focus shifts to specific areas of education, voters want the federal government
to take some responsibility, along with state government, to solve the problems.  Voters still
look to the states as primarily responsible for education, but majorities now believe the federal
government should also play a role on a wide range of education issues.

Voters readily believe the federal government should either take primary responsibility or
share responsibility with the states on a wide range of education issues: provide funding to help
disadvantaged and special needs students (65 percent), funding for modernization and wiring of
classrooms (65 percent), assistance to low-performing schools (58 percent), setting performance
standards for teachers (56 percent) and for students (52 percent). Majorities of Democrats,
Independents, and liberal-moderate Republicans support a federal role in each of these areas.

Just as voters support a shared federal role in education, we found majorities support
~ setting standards whenever public funding is involved. More than three-fourths of the electorate
believes any school receiving taxpayer funding should release financial records, admit any
student, maintain the same standards as public schools, hire only certified teachers, and meet the
needs of at-risk students. Before voters allow taxpayer funding to go to non-public schools, they
will demand that a strong set of standards be maintained.

Classrooms Where Students Can Learn :

The education debate is now centered very firmly on the classroom environment, a
setting that impedes the ability of students to learn and keeps teachers from teaching to their
ability. Voters hold a set of concerns that are centered on smaller and orderly classrooms where
students receive more attention, more parental involvement, more qualified teachers and must
meet higher standards for students. Their focus is now on improving the classroom setting and
creating an environment in which every student learns.

Parents, teachers and students are at the core of this debate. On the one hand, parents are
viewed as the people trying to improve education more so than others (41 percent). Yet parents’
~ not being involved in their child’s education is the single biggest problem to voters (87 percent
-serious, 57 percent very serious). “Undisciplined and disruptive students” is the second biggest

problem (83 percent, 53 percent), a reaffirmation of a belief that too many parents send their kids
to school unprepared or ill behaved. . Parents are a key player in any strategy to improve the
schools. ' ' ‘

Even more important to the education debate are teachers and some of the biggest
problems in education are a function of teachers not being able to control and teach in their
classrooms. Except for parents, teachers are seen as the people trying the most to make things
better in education (37 percent), but some of the biggest problems confront them directly -
overcrowded and unruly classrooms and low pay — and make it difficult to keep good teachers.
At the same time, voters want teachers to be accountable and qualified to teach effectively. "
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Potential Problems in Schools Today
(Percent Responding Very Big/Serious Problem)

87%
83%
78%

. Parents who are not involved :

Students who are undisciplined and disruptive

Unruly classrooms and poor pay !

) Overcrowded classrooms

Lack of academic standards for promotlon and graduation ;
People teaching subjects for which they have no qualifications
Qutdated schools

Teacﬁors lacking necessary quallflcylatlons

57%

Unegqual education opportunities |

Students not being trained in technology
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These concerns produce broad-based support for a range of proposals to alleviate the
problems. The survey utilized a scale of 0 to 10 to measure the relative importance of a range of
proposals, most of which received very high scores. The graph below highlights the list and the
mean, or average score, each proposal received. - _ '

Importance of Enacting Education Proposals
(Mean Score Scale of 1-10)

Establish nati | certificati tandards for
teachers

Train teachers in technology, computers, and
the Internet ’

Increase teacher salaries

Reduce class sizes to eighteen students in
grades one through three

Establish nati | acad i ds

and tests for students

Modernize and rebuild schools and wire
all classrooms for computers and the
Internet

Create Educational Savings Accounts to
. help parents pay for education expenses for

Provide parents with taxpayer-funded tuition
vouchers to help pay to send their child to
any public, private, or religi hool
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A few trends are telling. First, voters strongly endorse proposals aimed at improving the
quality of teachers, including financial incentives. The top three proposals are centered on .
teachers — national certification standards, training in technology, increased salaries — which are
followed closely by reduced class sizes. The electorate supports higher pay and expending
resources to improve the teaching corps, but wants accountability and high standards in return.

Little Energy for Tuition Vouchers -
An agenda of choice, tuition vouchers, and education savings accounts does not fare as

well and elicits little energy from the electorate. Tuition vouchers in particular are met with a
lackluster response, the weakest of the entire list of initiatives by a wide margin.

Educational savings accounts hold broader appeal and attract some support, though the
proposal does not command the support received by other initiatives. The concept scores lower
than any initiative other than vouchers, but does attract a plurality when contrasted with a
negative counter-argument that only the wealthy will benefit (49 to 42 percent).

While the deepest support comes from Republicans (+23 points), ESA’s hold an
advantage among Independents (+8) and trail among Democrats by only 5 points. This proposal
is capable of attracting broad support in the absence of an alternative program.

A National Investment in Education
The electorate is ready to embrace a new national investment in educatmn and supports
“increased funding to enact a national program to imiprove the public schools. The prominence of
the issue, coupled with the strong economy, produces a groundswell of support for a wide range
of initiatives aimed at 1rnprov1ng public education.

When faced with a chmce between a Democratic message of national commitment to
invest in smaller classes, academic standards, and modernization and a Republican message of
local decision making, school accountability and vouchers, voters favor the national commitment
and investment by a startling 20-point margin, 53 to 33 percent. The national investment
message attracts a broad base that cuts across partisan, gender, and regional lines. It prevails

among men (+11) and women (+26) and has bi-partisan appeal; Independents favor it by 16
~ points and one-third of liberal-moderate Repubhcans cross over and favor the Democratic
~ position.
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Democrats say we need a new national commitment to public education so
every student has the opportunity to learn and succeed. Democrats want to
~invest in the nation's public schools by reducing class sizes to 18 in every
school and hiring more teachers. They propose national academic standards
for student performance. Democrats call for modernizing and rebuilding
schools and wiring them for computers and the Internet so every child is
prepared to succeed. ‘

Republicans say students learn best when education decisions are made at the
local level. Republicans support increased funding for education, but they
believe spending decisions should be made at the local level with few federal
government restrictions. Republicans favor holding low performing schools
. accountable and propose giving parents tuition vouchers so their children can
go to the public, private, or religious school of their choice.

Total Democrats ' SZ
Total Republicans 33

The support for a national program to improve public education is reinforced in the
response to a series of specific proposals as part of that federal program, all but one of which
attract support of at least three-fourths of the electorate.

Support for National Education Proposals

88% -
85%
80%
2%
82%
Provide $3 biltion over 10 yry. [
10 help local school districts 8%
modenize
Hira 100,000 new qualified [ 5%
© teachers
Provide funding to create |
alternative schoais for | 68%
disruptive stk
) H b k1 ¥ ]
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The national program encompasses three powerful dimensions, each of which reinforces
the others to make a strong case for investing in public education.
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Dimension One: Smaller Classes and More Attention for Students

The single strongest overall message is centered on creating smaller classes and schools
so children, parents, and teachers can build relationships and students can receive the attention
they need (77 percent very convincing). Voters are strongly supportive of initiatives that put
resources into low performing schools, to help students with special needs, and to reduce class
sizes overall.

' Provide additional funding to ensure that
students with learning disabilities and special
needs receive additional attention

Total favor 88%, Strongly fa\}for 60%, #1 overall
Increase funding to local school districts with
large populations of disadvantaged and poor

Students to improve student achievement

Total favor 82%, Strongly favor 50%, #4 overall

Hire 100,000 new, qualified teachers.
to reduce class sizes.

_ Total favor 75%, Strbngly_favor 45%, #7 6verall
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Dimension Two: Best Teachers in the World

The second strongest overall message is based on giving children the best teachers in the
world (76 percent very convincing reason to support the program) and a number of proposals
aimed at improving the quality of teachers rank among the most compelling elements in a
national program. Voters are ready to invest resources to attract, keep, and train the best
teachers, but also demand accountability in return with standards and certification.

Offer scholarships to some of the best
high school students to encourage them
to enter the teaching profession

Total favor 85%, Strongly favor 56%, #2 overall

Provide financial incentives, including
bonuses and tax incentives, to help local school
districts attract and keep top quality teachers

Total favor 82%, Strongly favor 51%, #3 overall

Establish national certification standards
for all teachers, regardless of where they teach

Total favor 80%, Strongly favor 53%, #S overall

10
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Dimension Three: Modernization

Though not as compelling as the first two dimensions, the plan to modernize schools
~elicits a very positive response and reinforces again the electorate’s readiness to invest in schools
now.

Provide 3 billion dollars over 10 years to
help local school districts renovate,
modernize and rebuild schools

Total favor 78%, Strongly favor 47%, #6 overall

Note: This da{a confirms the findings of a éi’-parf:’sau survey conducted by Greenberg Quinlan Research
. and The Tarrance Group in January 1998.

Education and Partisanship '

Education is an issue neither party can afford to ignore and both parties are in positions to
gain by taking positions in support of a national education program as measured in this survey.
Democrats begin with the advantage on the issue (+10 points), but there is evidence that
Republicans can gain support among key swing voters, Independents, by supporting this
program. :

The generic congressional contest is essentially even at the outset, with Democrats
holding a 40 to 38 percent edge, but they help themselves dramatically by staking out a position
in favor of the national program to improve public education. We utilized an exercise in which -
half of the sample was presented with a Republican candidate supporting the national program,
‘and the other half heard a Democratic candidate support the program.

11 -
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The National aProgram
Increased funding for special needs students (88 percent)
College scholarships to attract the best high school students to teach (85 percent)
Financial incentives to keep and attract good teachers (82 percent)
Increased funding for dzstrzcts with large proportions of poor or disadvantaged students
(82 percent)
National certification standards for all teachers (80 percent)
Three billion dollars to help local school districts modermze (78 percent)
Hire 100,000 new teachers (75 percent)
More alternative schools for violent or disruptive students (68 percent)

e & o o

* When the Democrat supports the national investment program without challenge from the
Republican, the Democrat surges to a 15-point advantage, 47 to 32 percent. The shift is
dramatic, broad, and extends to Independents (+10 net shift) and liberal-moderate Republicans
(net +18 points). The danger for a Republican is evident and allowing a Democrat to take the
- education issue alone presents them with a serious problem. ‘

The Republican benefits slightly overall by supporting this program and gains a net 4
points to take a slim 2-point advantage. However, taking this position enables the Republican to
regain swing voters, particularly Independents, moderates, and parents with school age children.
The pro-education investment Republican prevails among Independents by 11 points, but the
Republican not associated with the program trails the pro-investment Democrat among
Independents by 16 points.

Key swing audiences — Independents, parents with children, liberal and moderate
‘Republicans — clearly care- about this issue, which will be part of the debate this fall.
Repubhcans run a real risk if they fail to address the education issue and, though it may not be
the issue on which they win, they may well pay a price if they do not put forth an agenda on
- education.

12




Top Concerns for Washington to Address
(Top Two Responses)
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National Education Association
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Priorities for the Federal Budget
(Top Two Responses)
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Government Spending on Education
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Role of FederaIGovernment in Education
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. Groups'or Individuals Trying to Help Public Schools

- Parents at your schooi |

Individual teachers J 39%
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Potential Problems in Schools Today
o (Percent Responding Very Big/Serious Problem)

ﬁarents who are not involved 87%
Students who are undisciplined and disruptive 83%
Unruly classrooms and poor pay 78%

Overcrowded classrooms 65%

" Lack of academic stan_dardé for promotlon and graduation 65%
People teaching subjects for which they have no qualifications 62%
Outdated schools 61%

59%

Teachers lacking necessary qualifications

Unequal education opportunities 57%

43%
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Students not belng trained in technology
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Importance of Enacting Educatlon Proposals
(Mean Score Scale of 0- 10)

Establish natlonal certification standards for

teachers

~ Train teachers in technology, computers, and the
Internet

increase teacher salarles

Reduce class sizes to elghteen students in
grades one through three

Establlsh national academlc standards and
tests for students

- Modernize and rebulld schools and wire all
classrooms for computers and the Internet

Create Educational Savings Accounts to help
parents pay for educatlon expenses for children

‘Provide parents with taxpayer-funded tultion
vouchers to help pay to send their child to any
public, private, or religious school

- National Education Association

January 18-26, 2000
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Some people say Education Savings Accounts are a good approach to helping people pay
for education. They say parents are better off keeping their money so they can decide how
“best to spend money for their kids, rather than having government decide for them.

Other people oppose this proposal. They say the working families who need it the most
won't be able to save enough money to make a difference for their kids' education and that
“this proposal will only help the rich, while taking money away from public schools.

- 50%-
45%-
 40%-
- 35%|
'30%-
26%-
20%-
15%-
10%-
5%-
0%-

First Statement Second"Sta‘tement

National Education Assoclation
~ January 18-26, 2000



Democrats say we need a new national commitment to public education so every student has the
opportunity to learn and succeed. Democrats want to invest in the nation's public schools by
reducing class sizes to 18 in every school and hirlng more teachers. They propose national
academlc standards for student performance. Democrats call for modernizing and rebuilding
schools and wirmg them for computers and the Internet so every child is prepared to succeed.

Republlcans say students learn best when education declslons are made at the local level. )
'Republicans support increased funding for education, but they believe spending decisions should
be made at the local level with few federal government restrictions. Republicans favor hoiding low -
performing schools accountable and propose giving parents tuition vouchers so their children can
go to the public, private, or religlous school of their choice.

100%- 53%

90% |
80%-
70%-|
60%-

50%-
40%-
30%-|
20%-
10%-
0%-

Agree with Democrats Agree with Republicans

National Education Assoclation
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Responsibility for Areas of Education

Funding school modernization and wiring _65%
Provldlng additional funding for dlsadvantaged 765°/
atudents. 65%
Provldlng additional funding for low performlng 58%
schools P S PTR
Setting performance standards for teachers | 56%
Setting performance standards for students | 6% 18% | 52%
Providing funding for tutoring students with poor skills 3%  50%
Tralning and certifying teachers 14%  45%
Estabnshlng curriculum, textbooks, and learning 3% ‘4”3»%‘

materlals
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Percent Favoring Education Program Proposals

Provide additional funding for special ’needs 88%
Offer s,chola‘rshlps to encourage good students to enter the . . 85%
‘ teaching profession —_— '
Provlde Incentives to help districts attract quality téachers 82%
Increase ‘fundlng to districts with Iarge' populations of 82%

dlsadvantaged‘students

80%

Establish national certification standards for teachers
Provide $3 bllllbn over 10 yrs. to help local school districts | 78%
: modernize
Hire 100,000 new qualified teachers

75%

‘Provide funding to create alternative schools for dlsruptlve 68%

students
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ConVincing Reasons to Support a National Education
Program

This program will reduce class sizes and
strengthen the connection amongst

~ parents, teachers, and students that Is
often lost In today's huge schools. With
smaller classes and smaller schools,
students wlii receive more attention and
- parents will be encouraged to become
more Involved In their child's education.

Our chiidren deserve the best teachers in the
world, and this program will help schools
attract and keep great teachers. By raising
teacher pay and providing the best training for
new teachers, we can ensure that our children
have the teachers they deserve.
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Very' Convincing . mTotal Convincing
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- Shift i’nv’Vote _Wheh Democratic Candidate Supports a
| National Education Program
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- Shift in Trust on Education When a Democratic Candidate
Supports a National Education Program
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Sh|ft in Vote When a Republican Candidate Supports a
National Education Program
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NEA3-00.Q1
. January 18-26, 2000
1002 Respondents

FREQUENCY QUESTIONNAIRE

Q.2 First of all, are you registered to vote at this address?

Total
D =TT 100
INO ittt ettt sette et s esss et r e e e s se e a bt a e teeesese e nanttsetsesseaesenann -

Q.4 Many people weren't able to vote in the 1996 election for president between Bob Dole, Bill Clinton,
and Ross Perot. How about you? Were you able to vote, or for some reason were you unable to vote?

: 4 , Total
VOtEA oottt st e e . 97
Ineligible/too young ..........coceeeeereevrneen eeereetentesteree e eras e raeneeeenaan 3
Did NOt VOLE ...eovevrcerierisennarinensssssssesssssnsssssssssesnes vt st -
(Can't remember/Don't know/Refused) .......... eerreensereeeiresantienaee ™

(ref:VOTE96)

Q.5 I know its a long way off, but what are the chances of your voting in the November election for
President - are you almost certain to vote, will you probably vote, are the chances 50-50, or don't you
think you will vote? ’

Total
AIMOSE CETTAIMN ...cccerrveiniieeeeiereiereeeeeereeeseereaeeeseessessaneeeeseesenneaess 93
Probably oot e s ae e 7
50550 ittt te e s eas e es b s es b s b e b s esa e re e e reaesseanans -
Will not Vote ...vveeevveirieecrervecenenen. [OOSR RORE
(Don’t kriow/Refused) ........cecceeeeciecerrereerrinereeneerieesnaenens JS -

(ref:WILLVOTE)
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Q.6 I am going to read you a list of concerns that people have. Please tell me which TWO of these you
think the government in Washmgton should be paying the most attentlon to.

Total

EdUCALION ..ooovvviieieieiccee ettt e e e en e s ssnan e e saneeshns 38
Social Security and Medicare ...........ccoveevvenieneercnmeeensennreceenenennene 35
Health care ............ e eeraoaens eeeeeter et etetesat st rnenareeenenaenes .31
TAXES ettt e e r e et rensrnaeesnre s 17
L6 o'+ 1 (2O 15
A% 003 721 e T-Te2 1) « V=TSO URRR 14
The national debt ........ccueeiciiiiiieeirerereee et esreeens 12
ThHE €CONOINY ..oovveirieiiireeniierieesiere e eeriee e eesensrereessssessssessaessseens 10
The environment ....... ereheeerersreresatereeeiasrerresestaresisrrbaneeeissarnrressatrres 9

(NOTIE ) cvveeeeeee et esse st ssr s sea e esssesasassesananeaes 1
- (Don’t know/Refused)........ccereeereeerreniernrenesenessesceesnessivensannes 1
(ref:DCCONC)

Q.7 When you think about the federal budget next year, which TWO of the following areas would you

most like to see more money devoted to?

EdUCELION ...ttt cae e 42
Health Care ......ccccovevieveiieeneeeeneeee et et sn e e 37
Social Security and Medicare .............co.e/erverueeereeresereereerieseenens 33
TAX CULS weiieiierec et st teesrssee s rasesre e st e sae et e e st e e e s aessomnemees 20
Paying down the national debt .........cccoeereeerniriiee e 20
CIIIMIE ...ttt ee et st e e e sarsasean e s e e reseneen st sunebes 13
Defense .......cccevrververnnnene S TP 12

(None/No increases/Leave @5 1S) ..cocceevrereercereeneenseereenreecsersenennas 0

(Don’t know/RefUsed) .........cccuriviimncrnnincsiinisnisessssssissssssanns 0
(ref: BUDGET)

Q.8 In this year s election for U.S. Congress, do you plan to vote for the Democratic candldate or the

Republican candidate in your district?

Democratic candidate .........cccceeeeceelenienieseneenereeeeneeseesnnssesienne 33
Lean Democratic candidate ..........ccooeeciivmeeneenenierneccicecnnsisesnnes .7
Republican candidate ........cccccvveeeirieniimrieneencinnnsncnsenisnncnnenns 31
Lean Republican candidate ..........ccocceeernemvennenncnnreescecrencnenseescnenee 6

(Undecided) ......ovvevvieeciiivieciirceerceersersereeseesesserssseeeeseesnesnnens 22
Total Democratic candidate 40
Total Republican candidate

(ref:GC1)
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Q.10 Do you think the federal government is spending too much, too little or about the right amount on
education? ‘ ‘

; Total
T00 MUCH e e rssans st 11
About the right aMOUNt .....cccvviniccerininerire e ereecsieenees 23
TOO e i vt 61
(Don’t know/Refused) .......... rereeaeen et b raesreaene e 5

(ref:SCHOOLS1A)

Q.11 Do you think your state government is spending too much, too little or about the right amount on
education? ' o

, , Total
TOO MUCH oo 7
‘About the right amount .............. e s 27
CTOO IR .o e 63
(Don’t know/Refused) .......ocovvevrvercniernncenniesinrenresencaressnsnsneens 3

(ref:SCHOOLS2B)

Q.12 Do you think the local government in your area is spending too much, too little or about the right
amount on education? : '

Total
TOOMUCH oot r et et rve e aae s ereeinveenaraesres 9
About the right amount ..o 34
TOO0 LHTIE <ot e ranes 51

(Don’t know/Refused) ........cecevemrrcercrneens ereerenee st areeaaenes 5
© (ref:SCHOQLS3A) I

Q.13 When you think about the role of the federal government in education, do you think the federal
government should take on a larger role in education, maintain its current role, or take on a smaller role in
education?

‘ Total
Much 1arger 1ole ......ovvovererererrsnesrenene rteren e nen s b e enas 23
Somewhat larger role ..........oooenneee. vt saans e 15
Somewhat smaller role ............ eereneis eeererurbeerseaeanreressaar e eans 16
Much sTnaller 101 ..o s e eeene e 19
Maintain it's CUrrent role .........ocooveecerriernesninrenns RS 24
(Don’t know/Refused) .....coceereevecrvrcnmsenresnens RS 3
Total larger role : e 38

Total smaller role ; 35
(ref:FEDROLE) ‘
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Q.14 And what is your overall perception of the state of public schools in the United States? That schools
are in bad shape and not getting better, that schools are in bad shape but are starting to improve, that
schools have improved and need to continue to do so, or that schools are in pretty good shape?

A . Total
Schools are in bad shape and not getting better ..........ccooveeriiennes 30
Schools are in bad shape but are starting to improve .......ccouvernne 30
Schools have improved and need to continue t0 do SO .......ecvnee. 29
Schools are in pretty good shape ........ccoevvvmvcveciseeienns eemrresnens 8
(Don’t know/Refused) .......covervmrccenrcciccenrincrnenes erereener e 3

(ref:SCHOOLS4)

Q.15 Thinking about education nationally, is it important for our society to have strong PUBLIC schools
where every.child gets a free, quality education OR is it NOT important to have strong public schools as
long as all kids get a good education in either public, private or religious schools?

: : ‘ _ Total
Important to have strong public schools .......ccccovrvincnneciannnn. .79
NOt IMPOTIANE .....coririiirireiicteiens st stecrsssesestonesessesenaesneneses 18

(Don’t know/Refused) ............... SRR 3

(ref:STRNGSCHL)

Q.16 Thinking about the problems facing pubhc schools, please tell me which of these groups or
individuals are really trying to make thlngs better

Total
Parents at your school ........... ettt R 41
Individual teachers .........cccocerenen. etr et st b e sanene s 39
Teacher's Associations .......... SRR s .27
Your local school board ... 27
Community groups ...cc.oeeveceerereessievereseesersens retersereaae et enes 17
PriNCIPALS ..ottt secneneseneeseesemesg e ecestsetssessaseesieneesaeernsne 16
The GOVEMOT <.u.veceevreceenservesieresssansensessenns rerereesaess st r s st saeeee 12
The PreSident ........coeererecercrercrcisesetssssreseseenenmstsssssssisescsssesenss .9
The State Department of Educanon .................................. S 7
. State Legislators ...cucccceeecreroeieecrnsevanesersesssnsseesassrasnsssesesessnssens 7
_The U.S. Department of Education ................... reverenneans eerereeeneres 5
The U.S. CONGress ....occovrevermecrrsicreereneesaness fetereerenereteseassaesaerasanes 2
(ALY ittt ser st se e ta st ressens s sasbonns 3
(EN[0) 1) [ Sttt a et ea et bbbttt 1
(Don’t lmow/Rcfused) ........................ cerereetereteres e ene st as s sarenre 3

' (ref PROBBETTR)
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Q.17 I am going to read you a list of potential problems in public schools today. Please tell me whether
each one is a very big problem, a serious problem, a minor problem, or not much of a problem at all

Very Ser- Min- Not Don’t Big/ Minor/
' i : Big ious or Much Know Ser Not Much
17 Students who are undisciplined and disruptive.....53 30 13 3 1 83 16

18 Overcrowded ClassroOMS. ..ovvvrrrrce. 38272210 3 65 32
19 Unequal educational'oppoﬁunity ‘ -

for all StUdents. ......occoeireirr s 29 28 23 18 3 57 41
20 A lack of acadgmic standards for promotion

and graduation. ....c...coeoeeieicnimierninen e .34 31 22 10 3 65 - 32
21 Unruly classrooms and pbor pay that make

it difficult to attract and keep good teachers. ............. 45 32 14 5 2 78 20
22 Outdated schools with inadeéuate facilities. ......... 32 29 25 12 2. 61 37

23 Teachers who lack the necessary training. , . .
and QUAalifiCations. .iv..oecevcerierrerirerenenreersrrcsaressaseesns 33 26 27 11. 3 59 38

24 Parents who are not involved in their child‘s ’
BAUCATION. ceveeereree et ereeeeeeeeeesveeseensseseesseessesmneneassresss 56 31 9 2 1 87 12

25 Students' not being trained in computers
aﬁd»technollogy. ......................................................... 22 21 36 18 4 43 54

26 People teaching a subject for which they :
do not have the qualifications or training toteach. ...33 29 24 9 5 62 33
(ref:PROB1) '
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. Q.27 Now I am going to read you a list of education proposals currently being discussed in the U.S.
Congress. For each, I want you to tell me how important it is for Congress to enact this proposal on a
scale of zero to ten, with ten meaning it's the most important proposal, zero meaning it's not important at
all, and 5 meaning it's somewhat important, the higher the number the more important the proposal.

Mean 0-2 3-4 5 6-7 810 DK
27 Reduce class sizes to eighteen students
in grades one through three. ..................... [T 692 9 7 20 13 50 1

28 Establish national academic standards and ‘ :
tests fOr STUAENLS. ..ovvvvveeeeeeiecereeeeeeieereeerssensnssasrasseans 684 9 8 17 16 49 1

29 Modernize and rebuild schools and wire all A
classrooms for computers and the Internet. .............. 672 9 9 16 17 46 1

30 Establish national certification standards . A : :
for teachers. ..., 738 8 S 13 14 59 1

31 Create Educational Savings Accounts, like

IRA's, to help parents pay for education expenses

for children, like tuition for public, private’

or religious schools, transportation, text books, A » : ‘
and other educational expenses. .........ccceereerenninnenen6.17 15 10 19 18 37 1

32 Increase teacher salaries. .........ococooveierrisnrennnnn6.93 8 6 19 16 50 1

33 Train teachers in technology, computers, '
and the Intemnet. ... ORI S 7.13 7. 7 15 18 53 1

34 Provide parents with taxpayer-funded tuition

vouchers to help pay to send their child to . _ ‘

any public, private, or religious school. ........ e 3,35 25 10 21 12 31 1
(refEDIMPROV) : :
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Q.35 Now let me read you two statements about one of the proposals called Education Savmgs Accounts.
. Please tell me which statement comes closer to your own view.

Some people say Education Savings Accounts are a good approach to helping people pay for education.
They say parents are better off keeping their money so they can decide how best to spend money for their
~ kids, rather than having government decide for them.

Other people oppose this proposal. They say the working families who need it the most won't be able to
save enough money to make a difference for their kids' education and that this proposal will only help the
rich, while taking money away from public schools. :

: Total
First statement much closer ......cccvvevirvnveencninns rerbevereenninsterseesserase 31
- First statement somewhat ClOSer .....cocevvviceevenniiccriecrnneeens rreens 18
Second statement MUCh CIOSET ..vvivviniiiccnnieciiccereriscrr e ieas 24
Second statement somewhat cloSer ..o 17
BOth oo eeeneeeeereevenevenneeieenereasaronae et r oot e e rernans 3
NEIHET e eeceencesernarnrreseeranrsien 3
(Don’t KNOW/REFUSEA) ...cvvoveeerirncarseieceem v seccsneressssenssssessssseas 3
Total First Statement ' 49
Total Second Statement 42

(ref.ESA1)

Q.37 Let me ask you, do you think the Democrats or the Republicans would db a better job on education?

. Total

Dem much Better ..o 25
Dem somewhat DEtter ........cccoovmiimniinencnrciitiecnesecaesennes 12
Rep SOMEWNAL DEMET .....couvvrerererersnsrernsenrsssniannissssessessesensenenns 14
Rep much better ..., et eb e ne s banans 13
21511 « SO reeenreesenenensetesseansensnssnessessorneanensessessesnesis 10
NEHHET oot e 15
(DOt KNOW) correrncrmrcenreeacenasessensscensersaerasisassinsseissesecesessaes 12
Total Democrats ‘ ‘ . 37

" Total Republicans ....... ‘ : 27

(ref: PARTISAN3)
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Q.38 Now let me read you two short proposals to improve educatxon Please tell me which comes closer
to your own view.

Democrats say we need a new national commitment to public education so every student has the
opportunity to learn and succeed. Democrats want to invest in the nation's public schools by reducing
class sizes to 18 in every school and hiring more teachers. They propose national academic standards
for student performance. Democrats call for modernizing and rebuilding schools and wiring them for
computers and the Internet so every child is prepared to succeed.

Republicans say students learn best when education decisions are made at the local level. Republicans
support increased funding for education, but they believe spending decisions should be made at the local
level with few federal government restrictions. Republicans favor holding low performing schools
accountable and propose giving parents tuition vouchers so their children can go to the public, private,
or religious school of their choice.

Q.39 Now please tell me which proposal, the Democrats or the Repubhcans comes closer to your own
view. .

: Total

Democrats much ¢lOSer ...........cccoeveveevecreniecrenn, JT 36
Democrats somewhat CloSer .........ccovvenienenns e 16
Republicans Much ClOSET .....cuvieieeeecceirierrercrre e rreesneeeraeeneesseas 23
Republicans somewhat closer ................. e seaens eerererees 10
BOth et e s ene et eras 7

INEINET .ottt ettt snsse s e s e enessenenssssansases 5

(Don’t know/Refused) .......coceumrmriiieniinciiiiicisiecsc s 2

Total Democrats............ 53
Total Republicans 33

(ref:PROPSLS)
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Q.40 Now for something a little different. Some people believe that if taxpayer funding is used to help
- pay for private or religious schools, standards should be set for those schools. I am going to read you
some of the standards people have mentioned, for each one please tell me whether you would favor or
oppose it.

Strng Some Some Strng DK/ Tot Tot
Favor Favor Opp Opp Ref Favor Opp
40 They should be required to publicly release
financial records and account for all expendxtures 61 20 9 7 3 81 16

41 They should be required to admit students
regardless of race, religion; or a disability. ....... 73 16 5 5 2 88 10

42 They should be required to maintain the same
- academic standards and testing as are requ@red for A ' A
public schools in that state. ......cccoeevevecrnnenene 69 18 6 5 2 87 11

43 They should be requlred to hire only teachers '
who are certified by that [37:3 - ssessassons 58 19 12 9 2 717 -2

44 They should be required to meet the needs

of at-risk students and those requiring :
special education Services. ........c.ceemeiiveeianes 58 23 9 6 3 81 16
(ref:STANDRDS) : ‘

Q.45 Now let me read you some specific areas of education and for each one, please tell me who should
take primary responsibility for each one -- the federal government, state government or both?

- Fed State Nei- DK/
_ Govt Govt Both ther Ref
45 Establishing the curriculum, textbooks and learning '

materials for Classes ... 13 53 30 3 1
46 Setting performance standards for teachers ......c..oocervverruerecne. 22 41 34 2 1
47 Setting performahce standards for students .............. rerreereennraneas 18 46 34 2 0

48 Funding programs to provide additional assistance to
disadvantaged students and those who need special attention ........21 33 44 1 1

49 Funding programs to provide additional assistance : ‘
to low performing SChOOIS .........coovummmiriieriiinniinernsss s ~20 39 38 2 2

- 50 Fundmg programs to prov:de extra tutoring and a551stance , ;
to students who have poor basic skills ........ srereeesemnaressisasaarsassasses .13 46 37 2 1

GREENBERG QUINLAN RESEARCH, INC.
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Fed State Both Nei- DK/

Govt Govt ther Ref
51 Funding for modernization and wiring of classrooms
‘for computers and the Intemet .............................. RO 23 31 42 3 1
52 Training and certifying teachers ..............ooouve. S 14052 321

(ref:INCHARGE)

Q.53 Now let me read you some specific proposals that are part of a national program to improve public
education. For each one, please tell me whether you favor or oppose that specific proposal.

Strng Some Some Strng DK/ Tot Tot
Favor Favor Opp Opp Ref Favor Opp
53 Provide 3 billion dollars over 10 years to help :

local school districts renovate, modernize , ‘ -
and rebuild schools. ... .47 31 109 378 19

54 Increase funding to local school districts with
large populations of disadvantaged and poor
students to improve student achievement........... 50 32 10 6 2. 82 16

55 Provide additional funding to ensure that
- students with learning disabilities and special
needs receive additional attention. ........c.cceueeee © 60 28 7 4 2 88 11

56 Hire 100,000 new, qualified teachers - : .
t0 reduce Class SIZS......covervurerrereenirniinriens 45 30 13 9 4 75 22 '

57 Provide financial incentives, iﬁcluding bonuses
and tax incentives, to help local school districts ' :
attract and keep top quality teachers. ............. 51 31 10 6 2 82 16

58 Establish national certification standards for : ‘
all teachers, regardless of where they teach....... 53 27 11 8 1 8 19

59 Provide funding to create more alternative

schools for students who are dxsrupnve : ' y
or disorderly. et b cussins 38 29 17 13 2 68 30

60 Offer scholarships to some of the best high

school students to encourage them to enter the : .

teaching profession. .......cocovrvcmienrcntrcennecennne 56 29 9 5 2 85 14
(ref:FAVOPP) ‘ ' :
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Q.61 Now let me read you some statemnents made by supporters of the national education program we just

- discussed. For each one, please tell me whether this is a very convincing, somewhat convincing, a little

convincing, or not at all convincing reason to support this federal education program , ‘

: o - - A Not Very/ Little/

Very Smwt Little at all DK/ Smwt Not
Conv Conv Conv Conv Ref Conv Conv -

61 This program will reduce class sizes and ‘ .

strengthen the connection amongst parents, teachers,

and students that is often lost in today's huge

schools. With smaller-classes and smaller schools,

students will receive more attention and parents

will be encouraged to become more involved in A ’ . ‘

their child's education. .........cccouvemvneccsionennns SRR 42 35 11 11 1 77 22

62 This program will force schools to be accountable

by establishing national academic standards

for performance. By requiring schools to publish

student test scores, this program will push

schools to improve student performance. And

students would be required to meet standards ‘

before they are promoted. ......cc.ccoovvvrernnnnns et 34 38 13 14 1 T2 26

63 This program will help schools prepare children
to succeed in a rapidly changing world. By modemizing
and building schools, and wiring them for the
Internet, this program can ensure that every
child has the tools to meet the challenges of :
the fUture. ... s 34 39 13 13 1 73 26

64 Our children deserve the best teachers in

the world, and this program will help schools

attract and keep gre_ét teachers. By raising

teacher pay and providing the best training

for new teachers, we can ensure that our children : ,
have the teachers they deserve. .....cccvemvinvecrivcrevennne 3 38 11 11 1. 77 22
(ref:CONVINCNG) ‘ ‘ '
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Q.65 What stood out as the best reason to support this national pr_ogram to improve public education?

Smaller classes ................. Ceresr e e st et erberre s rensnara b ettt
Better teachers/Quality teachers...
SHANAATAS ....eeeivr s ciceneeireerecoeriiae s sresrraesas st sesbesanssebatsarebetsessneesanasssssnnssansesens
Increase teacher pay/teacher INCENtVES ......ocevveermverrnnncrerniernns ceeereenrareseeebenes 6
‘Money/funding......c.....o...... et eeveseteaeutteaben e be et entat st enenrnaen aattetaetenastenenteanenes S
Computers/Intemet.........cocovvvnnncnrnenae, et e e e s sa et e bk ahe e en s neoenaenee e
Parental INVOIVEIMENL.......cccciirieirieretitrieriereeesenssiesres s e sesteresesiessenssseressesessnsoes
Better SCHOOIS ...ttt ettt sne st b e esbe s s e eoben
Standards for child advancement or promotion/student accountability
Helping disadvantaged STUGENtS.......ooevivumcvinniisiine e
" MOT€ 2CAEMIC PIOLTAIMS ..ivuevererereceeesiecvessesesenssssesesesesssssasressessaesesssnsasasssssnss
Less federal involvement/more local involvement ........c..cccvencririirunn
Higher teacher standards .........ccooverernemnncnnnncnncensinn. verertese i .2
More teachers.............. st enaenenns ettt a e b sa s s bt nnbeens 1
Bring bible back/morals............... st anis s |
Make schools publish teSE SCOTES ...vvvuiecriirerierincrrrserinrrrernssaessersersnnes reerernerenneenne 1
Repair/rebuild schools........ccccoevevcveneiunennnnnnns ceetetresee ettt e et et et et esa e eeennes 1
National certification of teaChers .......ccocvveniiiivicicnc e, 1
None, nothing, no reason (neutral responses) ...... ,
Don’t KNOW/REFUSEA .....oeoeeruecreeeririeteseresse s ssciasesenessassssss st s sas st sesesassssnns
All e, eeeaeaereia s st et R b s te bR RR eSS e AR s bR na e neaae st
(ref:OPEN1) '

- GREENBERG QUINLAN RESEARCH, INC.



NEA: Frequency Questionnaire, January 18426, 2000 , ' 13

- Q.66 What stands out and creates the biggest doubts about this national program to improve public
~ education?

Total
Federal government involvement (general) .........cocvcvrveeveerieeriuierernereseereeceereenenas 6
. More funding................. ettt b et r bbb s st e st et en et enaesbasseraerens 6
Taxes/Where’s the money going to COme from .........cccevueereiverieereeemrneecneens eevenes 5
Local issue/Local control/Federal government shouldn’ tbe involved........c.c... 5
Where will the money Come from.......ccoevurecveeeeiriniris e e ecens 4
Better budget .....c.ccoveiinimneicccre e Heerernree e 3
REAUCING ClASS SIZES .....cvcviveverrreceereieceererreseseeessesesessesenssesesessssesesesessssssssnsassenens 3
TEACKHET PAY ...vieveietiteeccte e et et be s s e e e s e e nean reverees .3
Internet/CompPULET fOCUS.....oveververierirerierirerieenseeeseereseereesrssesiessessesssenes ceereererenens 3
Hiring of new teachers .....c.c...coevvvereereereerrerennns S seirerereratenee s eanaererenans 2
Need better standards (general)..........ccoeeveeienreenrenecenee e seecreraenae 2
Bureaucracy/run by bureaucrats...............‘.........;................; ................................. 2
Publishing test scores.........ccoeeeee... ettrteereane s te et s lee st et st e e e nen e r e e s arearesresanesaeeneae 2
OPPOSE VOUCKHETS ...cocvrirterierieeterriete et rssrssane et esmnsanesesssraesasestessnaeesassseesarsassnsess 1
Money won’t improve anything..........c.ceccrceecruenn ettt e be e eaennees e 1
Schools for disTuptive STUAENtS ......iccceerieieiereeireeeteeee st ee e e 1
Al talK, N0 ACHOM .. cueiiicieienrireriire s ceeeeereereeeeesarseesnseesassssnssessssnssessersnsesaseensenes 1
Federal Government wont follow thrOUZh .............oeveeeerveereeesneeeseeseeesssessesseres 1
Can’t get qualified teachers/won t find enough teachers et et 1
TOO0 COSLY ..ttt et er e ess o ettt 1
Computers/Internet................ reeenesreneenenreneeaeneans ettt sae st re e s st be s 1
Teachers Who dOn’t CArE .......cvcuevieiieeririenireeeeerrece e et re e nennes 1
Teacher Certification........ccoccoieeiiirireseteerete ettt ee e s 1
Govt. says one thing, does another..........coccooviiiiineeee. e reertrerrteesseesreeesanns 1
Testing/Standardized testS........cvvrevrenrininiinirecrtiineeeeenreesees e 1
Standardized tests not reliable/no g0od.......ccocveieieceiirninnirre e 1
Teacher performance Standards...........oceveeveeicesiiesrrirene e e ee e seeeesene e enee 1
Need religion in SChOOIS......oieeiererriienriererie e reeete et ee e eseereaes rrieeenene 1
TOO MUCH IMOMNEY.....iiieiiiieterestee ettt eseessets e e e ere e s sesbeseesbessesessesns 1
Federal GOVt. WON’t @€t COOPETALON........vuvereuerrerearaseacesressiseseasesnessesensensesecnns 1
Disagree with Federal Government..........cccocecvevvevrnieenvecssveniesioesnes eerereenens |
Need discipline in SChOOIS......coveiiiiieiieeiireererteene et ol
State should provide funding.........cccecceveerecreruecerverncenes eerreseeee et eee et eaeenere e e benes 1
Congress won’t do anythmg ................................................................................. 1
ORI ettt ettt st s e ene b a b s b tes 13
None, NO REASOM ....cotiininslecireneitcceecessiitnissiisssisestostesessnessesne e ssassnses 10
Don’t KNOW/TEUSEd.......covviiimiiiiiieiiiitctei et 8
AldL et e b e st s a e r et et r et sa e s n Rt s b b a s 1

(ref:OPEN2)

GREENBERG QUINLAN RESEARCH, INC.
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[501 Respondents]

Q.67 Now let's say that the Democratic candidate for Congress voted in favor of a natlonal program to
improve public education that we just discussed. In this year's election for U.S. Congress, do you plan to
vote for the Democratic candidate or the Republican candidate in your district?

I Total
 Democratic Candidate .............coeeeieeereerineteinisisieeeeseesrerenees e 44
Lean Democratic Candidate ........covcveevvvvieeiinreineineeeenreeresionnnens 3
Republican Candidate ................ oot raenaes e 27
Lean Republican Candidate .........c.cccoviiiiviiniineniniinnicsinnes 5
(Undecided) .....oocovevvivrviimnrrciercrneniennns rerrireentesreeseinretaeerenbens 20
Total Democratic Candidate ' 47
Total Republican Candidate _ _ 32
(ref:PARTISAN4) .

[501 Respondents]
Q.69 Let me ask now; do you think the Democrats or the Repubhcans would do a better jOb on education?

: _ Total
Democrats much better ..........ccoeeiereniiceeceerenereererircneeeeeneeeenene 30
Democrats somewhat better ..........icoevviecieeininiiieeeeeeree e 15
Republicans somewhat better ..........ccoovieivinnienncennnniccnccnenes 13
Republicans much better ........ccocvirviniicinseicecncerrce e 12
BOth e rererans eeeteenaeens 8

NEINET .ttt ettt st sean s - 12
(Don’t know/Refused) e ereeveerteeteeteetee bt e e raeeeeaanns e 11
Total Democrats ' - 44

> Total Republicans 25
(ref:PARTISANG) -

GREENBERG QUINLAN RESEARCH, INC.
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[501 Respondents] :

Q.70 Now let's say that the Republican candidate for Congress voted in favor of a national program to
improve public education that we just discussed. In this year's election for U.S. Congress, do you plan to
vote for Democratic candidate or the Republican candidate in your district? '

o Total
Democratic candidate ...........ccoveeeeeveeceevereeerencseseiensesesensens s 32
Lean Democratic candidate ...... eteirerereeeerrteeeeeearaaaeaeraeeeaeantaenanes 6
Republican candidate .........cc.oceeererrereressnrenrerncns e be s 34
Lean Republican candidate ..........cocccveeiivieviniineninininiininicnnns 6

(Undecided) .....ccocveeereeieeeneeecetenirsscsreent st 22
Total Democratic candidate 38
Total Republican candidate ' 40

(ref:PARTISANS)

[501 Respondents] _ : .
Q.72 Let me ask now; do you think the Democrats or the Republicans would do a better job on education?

. Total
Démocrats much better ..........ccouvivieninvennnne. JUOTRROIONRRIRE . ) |
Democrats SOMeWhat DEHET .............cvreeererreremerereueeseeessesessecenes 11
Republicans somewhat better ...........covevivveeeerieeinieieiiiennnn, v 18

Republicans much better ........ccecvevvreeenincciniiniiniiiinenecnn 12 .
BOth oot reereesrnersastereaesensetenenseninenee ]
INEITRET .ottt sb e st ae s 10
(Don’t know/Refused) .......oceervceveceennnees deeverrsseresanrn et s sannans 10
Total Democrats 42
Total Republicans _ 31

(ref:PARTISNAG)

GREENBE_RG QUINLAN RESEARCH, INC.
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Q.73 Finally, I would like to ask youa few. questions for stanstxcal purposes. Generally speahng, do you
think of yourself as a Republican, a Democrat, or what?

. Total

STONE DEMOCTAL ..ovvevireierieeerririeeierreissreseereeeseereesasseseesesssnsinens 20
Weak Democrat .......ooovcvevveeeveeseerenevienninne ersrnereesonraeaeeeaannessntrennns 18
Independent-lean DemoCrat ......ccccovievrerrerreenieenenscesersnsenrensesanes 7
Independent ... e erens 12
Independent - lean Republican .......ccccocvvmneereevenrcccrciinecsennias e 7
Weak Republican .........ccoooemnene. e eaaenes Ceereeenenies eerrevennienes
Strong Republican .......... ‘

(Don't know/refused)
(ref:PTYID1)

Q.76 In what year were you born?

OVET 64..cevmvnrrrvvennrssssasnnssssseessssssssssssssserssssnnes v 20
(Don't know/Refused) .......ccevvireesmrereriseereencrinensssernrsnssessnens 1
(ref:AGE) ‘

Q.77 What is the last year of schooling that you have completed?

: , Total

1-11th grade ...coeovveeeciecnmmcniinreiencsceecnnee JOTOUTURUUPRo O
High School graduate .........c.ccoveeiviincinrereciniincicecieerereenes 25
Non-college post H.S. ..ceovvriviierrererirereninesereresaesenerecnssrvees 2
Some COllege .ooerirrecer et rererenerenes
College graduate ........coovereereneeiennenenrercisienensesssssnannas eereereearens
Post-graduate school ..........ceeee. ‘

(Don't know/refused) .....c..cc.. .
(ref:EDUC)

GREENBERG QUINLAN RESEARCH, INC.
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Q.78 Thinking in political terms, would you say that ybu are: Conservative, Moderate, or Liberal?

Total
CONSEIVALIVE ...oeieieeniireiericeeeitiecitecssaeeeete s eeneessbeeesssee s sesasessaesssens 41
MOQEIALE ..ot 40
LADEIAL .ottt ve et e e e e e eseeta s s e et a e s ennnees 16
(Don't know/Refused) ......c..oovvrvivnnes e cevereenaeaenas ereverens 3

(ref:IDEO1)

Q.79 How would you describe the area in which you live--Do you live ina city with over a million
people, in a smaller city, in a suburban area outside a city, in a small town, or in a rural area?

City (1 mMIllION 4) i ittt et 13
Smaller City .ovoevevveveerrrerrereeenns T ettt nnaeeas 16
SUDUIDAN @A ...ccvvivieiieiecreerecece e sreereeraeefaesraesrassbesene s 26
SMAIL LOWIN eviiiriiiireiitcienter st e e st e eee s e e es e s ra s b e e e assnesennen 28
Rural area ......ceuveueee AT creeereteaens et 17
~ (Don't know/Refused) ......ccceereunennnnl evreerterressara e et esresaeantees 0
(ref:CITYSIZE) . .
Q.80 What is your religion?
Total
PrOteSIANT ....oeeeeeeeecireereeeeee s ereeeeseceeeeseeesressssonensnesessmeesesneraans 55
(071 11 o) LT J T USSP 23
JEWISH ettt 1
- (Other/None/Refused) ........coceveirrennisineiineeseesseenas 21
(ref:RELIG1) -
Q.81 Are you married, single, separated, divorced, or widowed?
Total
Married ....cccoeevevveeriireirenrneennee Leeteesereseesssesitesreeetenrtien bt reraeentanaree s 60
SINGLE o 18
Separated/divorced ....... ettt et e e e et e e bbb 11
Widowed ............... ettt ieae s r et ese s neseaenaaes feereresretererereenes 11
: (Don't kKnow/Tefused) ...ceeveeverreverecrereeneerinecninniiseenreseesseneeas 0
(ref:MARITAL) : '
Q.82 Do you have any children 18 years of age or younger living in your household?
‘Total
YES ittt OO 33
NO oot eeeeens rerteeebieseestesareraeeeeastesestesnnesneesrsenanenennes 66

~ (Don't know/refused) ........ccoerererercrrenrecrinrnnns reveereneeseseeenensesenene O
(ref:CHILD) ; .

GREENBERG QUINLAN RESEARCH, INC.
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[335 respoandents]

Q.83 Do your children attend public schools, private schools, private parochial or Christian schools, or do
you have children attending both public and private schools?

Q.SS What is your race?

Q.3 Sex of respondent -

' A Total
PUDBHC SChOOIS ..oievrccriiiereicnrecesesreercsrcsseseresreareesensneestecnsess sasscs 70
~ Private sChools .ot e seersre e ennrins O
Private parochial or Christian schools ..o vvcecnrecrisecr e 6
Both public and private .........ccocomommciiniiic e 5
Home SChoolNg ...cccoieiiirieieinie it 2
(0111 o T OO OSSP OO SOOI 11
(Refused).....i.omiererc e 1
(ref:SCHOOL)
Q.84 Are you a member of a labor union? (IF NO) Is any member of your household a union member?
Total
Yes: Respondent belongs .......ccoeeeeecereenirerenvencerereesncenneens cererenens 11
Household MemMbBET .....cccvvvuireeeiceiee et ectseceves e eaesreaan 4
NO MEMDBET BEIONES ....cvovvireririeerereiraiesieessiessssssssssssassresesesnans 84
(Don't know/refused) ...ccvvecieinercecinincerrste e ae e 1
(ref:UNION) : ' ‘ ‘
Total
WHHILE coeee it cenentcentrecre s rtsrnasssasssnesssserbrsstrnassisrnaensnssesanssusnesrrses 82
BIACK .ovicviuiriveiiercieceeineseseseseteesseseserinneese e sensaenesensssnreesnens 9
HISPANIC oocotniiirieicricieiiie et rssesstestessas s sst s seecsnssssssbessnenns 5
ASIAN cviniiereceececceinre e ee e sre st eaeeate e raerae e e s e s b e e e e e e e s te st snaaes 1
OHRET cevvcrnieiceiire e e sneirsssrcse e sesrareasrrassassasesaanrerassressrasasnrentesssans 1
(Don't know/refused).......coceviieiiininivnrece e 1
(ref:RACE) .
Total
MaEIE et es s e ettt n s e r e cer e e 48
Female ........ et as st ais USRS ¥
(ref:GENDER) '

‘GREENBERG QUINLAN RESEARCH, INC.~
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This state\vi&e survey on edpcafion comes at a special moment. We now know from the
experience of the 1996 election that education matters. According to post-election miveys, it
was the singie biggest issue in how ﬁeqple decided to vote for president and Congress. Education
has always been an im;;!ortant conéerrg but it has rarely played such a role in a national election.
But the 1996 presidential debates politicized and natioﬁalized the issue.

This Mxélﬁgan survey, conducfed in nﬁd—Februéxy, shows that education is the single

' blggest issue in Michigan, chosen by 22 percent of the électorate (out of an eight-item batiety).
That is even higher than last year when education pmv:ed decisive. That level of concern with |
education in Michigan is 6 points higher than the level of concern nationally (Citizen Action
January survey). Moréover, among all voters, Democrats have an 11 point advantage over the
Republicans on which party in Michigan would do a better job on edﬁcation ~- making education
the Democrats’s strongest issue in Michigan. Clearly, any strategy for the coming legislative

session and for the 1998 elections begins with education.

© R



e B 4087 18:07 FROM_ - TO 45625238 PAGE.DD3/818

R

4
W\

An Education-Led Agenda

The Issue Landscape -

The Democrats in Michigan “own” three issues — education (chosen by 22 percent, the
top-ranked issue), health care (14 percent, the 4th ranked) and jobs (mentioned by only 8
percent). On each of these issues, the voters that chose them as their biggest concern prefef the
Democrats to handle them by more than two-toéone. The Republicans “own” the public’s worries
about moral decline (mentioned by 16 percent, the 3rd ranked) and government spending and |
taxes (13 perccnt,‘ Sth ranked). The votérs who chose the Republicans on these issues prefer them
to the Democrats by ﬁorc than two-to-one.

That leaves the two parties fmrly evenly matched in Michigan, with the Democrats

~ enjoying a small advantage at the legislgtive level (4 point net advantage on party thermometer
scores) and the Republicans a small ad\}antage at the gubernatorial level (Engler has a 53 percent
ﬁositive job pe:fdnnénce). But there are big issues and important segments of the electorate that
rémain oontestca and they will prove important in the year ahead.

On the issuc front, neither party is dominant on crime and drugs or on the economy.

Crime is the second most important concern for Michigan voters, mentioned by 20 percent, and
Democrats currently enjoy a modest 4 point advantage. That is an impressive result, given the
Democrats’s traditional standing on social issues, but Democrats still must make ﬁmher gains if
they are to move ahéad in Michigan. fl?he Democrats’s opportunity on crime is part of an

improved climate on social issues gczicrally. The public is evenly divided on whether the
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An Education-Led Agenda

battleground for the parties where the Democrats begin credibly.

The economy is mentioned by only 6 percent, ironically, because the econoﬁ;y is doing so
well. Those still concerned with lagging grbwth split even& on which party to léok to, but that is
migleading. When we asked all voters té cﬁoosé which party was better on the economy, the
Republicans ernerged with a 9 point Vadvantage(:a‘z to 41 percent), likely reflecting Engler’s
association with the Michigan recovei-y. - That potemtial Republican strength on the economy tilts
the plgying field toward the Republicans, | “ |

The ele&oral battleground also includes a growing number of voters disaffected with both ,
parties. About a third of the Michigan electbrate ‘says they trust the Democra;s to handle the
issue that concerns them most; about a}lthird trust the Republicans; and most importam, a third
volunteer that they trust “neither” partj. This anti-party group tends to be older, but not retired;
it is disproportionately cémposed of union households (41 percent). The anti-party group is

- concerned, above all, with education (23 pereent), crime (18 percent) and moral decline (17
" percent). b |

Further, over a fou;th of tﬁe electorate is comprised of uncertain voters who cculd. choose
not to participate in 1998. Many did not vote in 1994 when Democrats had a difficult time
nationally and in Michigan, these uncertain voters lean Democratic. But above all, they are
education voters: 28 pei‘qent say it is their most important concern.

The survey suggests a Deméc;aﬁc agenda led by education and centered on crime,

with possible initiatives on health care — 3 of the 4 top issue concerns of the Michigan

» SEpTS
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elect;:rate. Demou"am are credible on all three and in a poéition to speak broadly to the
Michigan electorate.

Education has brpad support in the electorate, opening up, in particular, more upscale and
youngcr'segmems of the electorate. Concern with education is greatest with the college- |

educated, particularly college-educated women. Concemn is greaim with voters under 40, though

particularly voters under 30 and younger women, These are all important segments of the

electorate where Democrats can make 'irﬁpon'mlt gains,

Itis wofth remembering that as the presidential campaign in the last month turned to
education and away from Medicare, Ci‘mtoﬁ increased his support with younger voters while he
lost important ground with reiirees, That suggests that an education-led agenda must contain ‘
other elements.

Crime is the second moét imﬁortant issue and Democrats begin marginally ahead on the -
issue. Concern with crime is evident with all groups in the clectorate .and all ages, though it is
pronounced with Affican-Americans and Detroit voters and with the high-school educated.
Crime is both a broad and base issue for bemograts. |

A health care agenda opens up downscale and older segments of the electorate. C(_mcern
is strongest with the high-school educated, non clollege and older women, and those who have

been separated, divorced or widowed. For these voters, health care is a critical economic issue.

~ETM S
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The Flayers on Education
The players with the highest standing in Michigan are the feachers and the local public

An Education-Led Agenda

school districis, The téachers receive a fhermameter score rating of 76 degrees (with 100 being
the highest, zero the Iowest,' and 50 nexther hot nor cold), with 67 percent offering warm-
favorable responses (over 50 dégrees). The schools receive a score of 72 degrees and 61 percent
warm responses. In Detrqit, support fo;' the local schools is much lower (only 40 percent &a.rm),
but ove@ teachers and local schools have a unique standing. Pcople simply value their teachers
and value their local public schools. Axhiﬁst all the political debate, sometimes we forget what
matters to ordinary people.

‘The Chamber of Commerce rédeives a quite positive score of 64 degrees. The two major
unions in the state -- the Mcﬁgan Education Association and the UAW -- each receive quite
positive scores of 57 degces. (Teachers unions m general receive a somewhat lower rating of 53
degrees which is produced by a Sﬁghtlir larger group of people offering negative reactions.) Both
the MEA and teachers unions get their warmest reaction from college»educated women, voters
under 40, single people, African-Americans, voters in both Detroit andv the Detroit suburbs.
Further, education clearly provides an opening with Republican women,

John Engler has a major education problem. The Governor has a respectable overall job-
perfonnance rating: 53 percent saymg he is doing an excellent or pretty good job. But confidence
in Engler’s performance plummets 13 points once one mentions the word education. On’

" education, only 40 percent giw.;. Engler a positive job performance rating, while 55 percent rate

him negatively.

» AT TS
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of age), the employed, middle-class households with incomes between 50 and 100 thousand
dollars and those living in the Detroit suburbs. These are the voters and areas where Engler faces
deep reservations on education.
This discussion suggests a nurﬁbgr of tdrgzet audiences for the education and political

debate:

The Engler education drop-off voters (16 percent)

Weak Engler supporters (36 percent) A

Anti-party voters (trust neither, 30 percent)

Weak partisans (50 degree score on GOP, 36 percent) .

Uncertain voters (inconsistent turnout, 28 percent).
For every one of these target audiences that will prove critical in the year ahead, education is the
top issue, though crime is nearly as strong in ¢very case. The party that emerges ascendant on
education and crime has a strong leg up in the battles ahead. The concern with moral decline is

usually the third most important issue for these target groups, followed by health care and

government spending and taxes.

The Education Issue in Micki
The concern with local education in Michigan begins with the break down of the

traditional order of the school. (See Table 1 below.) In open-ended responses, people express

the greatest worry about the lack of discipline and the presence of drugs; they also worry about

violence and drop-outs; they worry about parcnts not being involved. Overall, 37 percent of the

(L= 2
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public is looking for the restoration of the traditional order of the school, and that is where the

An Education-Led Agenda -

~ education agenda must begin.
That is why the public expresses its greatest support for policies that restore
order — policies that introduce strong discipline into the schools (65 percent),
that free schools of drugs (63 percent) and that require the teaching of
character and values (63 percent).

The second tier pf voter worries on education center on the shortage of resources,
mentioned by 19 percent in the open-ended question. Above, people are talking about the lack of
mongey, but also the overcrowding and the deterioration of facilities. The third tier involves
problems around teachers and teachingf(l() percent) and problems afound school administration
and school boards (8 percent). |

Worries about resources and teaching and school administration leads the
public to an education agenda focused on raising education standards. The
public is extremely supportive of policies that require high academic

standards (59 percent), produce the best training possible for teachers (59
percent), and smaller class size and greater individual attention (59 percent).

LOCAL EDUCATION CONCERNSE
(Percent mentioning)

Drugs , 1]
Parental involvement : 5
Violence ' 4
Attendanoe/drop outs 3 ’ "

»SERDS



MAR 4 *97 15:29 FROM

; — S v 2 e s e
N A T b ey s e ) T MR e

4

. TO 4562530 PRGE.BBS-B18

Ai: Edﬁcaﬁon-[&d Agenda

O T T — ————

LOCAL EDUCATION CONCERNS
‘ (Percent mentioning)

e

! Lack of money 11
i Overcrowding 5

Facilities 3

Others

Curriculumy/vocatianal

On taxation and funding of education, the distribution of public thinking offers a formula
fdr stasis that will not easily shift in some new direction. There are no clear niajoﬁties for any
particular new direction, though there are large minorities that want té move in sharply divergent
directions. And there are a lots of voters in Michigan who are internally conflicted, wanting to
increase spending and cut taxes at the same time.

~ InMichigan at this time, there is a small majority of 52 percent that is aéainst any iﬁc?ease
in total state and local spending for reducaﬁon. Whatever goals people ﬁaVe for education, they
do not combine it with aborhnﬁtmcnt to adding significant new funding resources. At thelsame

time, there is a small majority of 53 percent that is against cutting taxes for education. Thus,

RS
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opponents of education will not find a large audience for depriving schools of resources by cutting

An Education-l.ed Agenda

education, Thus, for the public, this sounds like a formula for maintaining current connniﬁhents.

But there is a big minority (40 percent) that wants to increase spending, and a big minority
(42 percent) that wants to cut taxes. Sorwe can surely expect attempts to move in these
contradictory directions, even as the state facks clear ‘majorities for changing the status quo, either
way. | -

The situatiah is further confused by the fact that the constituencies for increased séhool
spending are also the constituencies for cutting taxes. The following groups -- voters under 35, |

_younger non-college voters, union households and African Americans -- want to both increase

spending and cut taxes. In Detroit, for example, 63 percent want to incréaée spending but 51
percent think taxes for schools are too high. |

The results on funding and taxes are consistent with national polling conducted for the
National 'Education Association by Diane Feldman. Her survey found a plurality of 48 peré:ent are
opposed to increased spending for the Iocal schools. However, that same study showed voters
were more inclined to suppon increases in spending at the federal and particularly the state level
Later in this report we will discover that voters are looking for an expanded state role on

education and that may include increased resources for the right purposes.

The Philosophic Battle on Educati

The advantages that Democrats bring to the education issue are rooted in major

philosophic, values and policy differences. It is in the Democrats’s interest to highlight those
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differences because, frankly, voters are much more comfortable with the direction pro-education

An Education-Led Agenda

Democrats want to take the state.

The Democratic approach to education, as measured in this survey, centers on order
and renewal. The Republican approach, as articulated by the Governor, centers on
compefition and innovation. . ‘

The Democrats say that education is the biggest challenge facing Michigan
families, and we need a renewed commitment to invest in education and raise
standards. They support a required academic core curriculum to improve reading,
writing, science and math skills, and they support a major new bonding effort to
modernize our aging schools and make computers available to every student.
The Republicans say Michigan needs schools that prepare our young people for the
jobs of the future. They say schools must be pushed to compete and innovate.
That’s why they support more flexibility and authority for local schools, more
charter schools and schools of choice so parents can decide which school will give
their children the best education.
By a wide margin, 50 to 34 percent of voters prefer a Democratic approach that seeks to restore
standards and invest in the educational infrastructure. Voters are clearly looking for a restoration
of the more traditional school environment and for increased educational capacity. They are
looking for the state to lead in the process of restoring order and raising standards.! (We have no
doubt that the Democratic approach ’would have proved stronger yet had it included an emphasis

on drug free schools and tough measures against violent students.)

! The Democratic approach also proved dominant, 47 to 40 percent, even when the
wording was “mandated statewide core curriculum.”

10
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The Republican approach emphasizing competition, choice and charter schools i§ not
compelling when counterpoised to a Democratic approach centered on order and renewal.
Indeed, it could be argued that the Demécrats are offering a more conservative approach to
improving education -- insisting on standards and valut::s and the quality of local schools and
teaching -- while the Republicans are oﬁ‘éﬁng marketizaﬁon as their primary approéch. To
underscore that point, 40 pefceni of cautious Engler mppo&&s prefer the Democratic approach
on education. |

The public is overwhelming mppnrﬁve of efforts io’ have the state government
promote higher standards and a core curriculum and push all schools to a higher levei -
which is the opposite of the appfoach taken by the present governor. The following proposal
is supported by 87 percent of the electbrate, 71 percent strongly:

A statewide requirementi that every school district f;:llow a required academic core
curriculum -- a curriculum that would seek to raise reading, writing, math and
science skills in all districts across the state.

The suppaﬁ level sitsiat 82 percent even when the wording is unequivocal -- a “mandated
statewide core curriculum.” And among the weak Engler supporters, 78 percent support the idea,
| suggesting that standards rather tﬁan markets are the conservative, pro-education posture in
Michigan. | '

We tested a range of proposalé that legislators might advance in the year ahead which are
presénted in table 2 below. The prop;:)sals winning the strongest support overall and with target

audiences emphasize first, order, second, sfandards, and finally access to college.
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expulsion of violent students

~ Require parcnats to attend paxmtateacher

Reqmmd acadennc core cmncumm ~ Writing,

reading and matty/ schools to higher level

Require all teachers meet rigorous certification
standards, including those in charter schools

Tncrease funding for teacher training and
update computer lmowledge

State tax credits sgainst chhxgan meome tax

to make college &ﬁ'(:rdabic fm‘ mxddle class

Rmre full ﬁmdmg for adult educatton ,
and literacy programs ' 56 77
State bonding initiative to invest billions to
help with old schools and new computers 55 80
Require all school districts provide pre—school
for all 4 and § year-olds 55 76 _“
Pwvideaﬁerschooldaycminﬁxelocalschoolé - -
- paidfor by parept fees 55 78
" Greatly increase funding fm‘ special programs to
help children in poverty arezs 55 78
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The starting point is the restoration of order. The public is strongly supportive of specific
measufes to reassert order in the schools,-pgrﬁcularly zero tolerance and the expulsion of violent
students (75 peréent very gooci idea). They also favor measures that require pér;ents to take up
their responsibilities and become more involved in schools and with their children (68 percent)‘.

. But close behind tﬁe restoration of order is the restomtiox; of standards. The public is almost as
supportive of measures to require the adoption of a core academic curriculum (74 percent) nﬂd to
require rigorous teacher certification, even when moving to a charter school format (74 percent).

While college was not a main focus of tﬁis study, there is strong support for providing tax
credits on state income taxes to help middle class families afford college (69 percent). The
additional focus on college is particularly important for weak Engler supporters, non-pérty and
uncertain voters. |

While the investment and oapaoit& building proposals gain considerably less support, there
are nonetheless large majorities in the state"rhgt want to broaden greatly the state’s commitment
to education. In this survey, a clear majdfity Was strongly supportive (and over three-quarter
supportive) of increased funding for teacher training, state bonding to repair and rebuild old
schools and provide computers, pre-schéol for 3- and 4-year olds and for after-school day care in
£he public schools, and for gre;,atly m@d effort to help children in poverty areas.

Governor ﬁnglet’s prnposals fﬁr education focused on choice gain the support of

modest and somewhat unenthusiastic majorities. There is support for “choice” in Michigan,
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to be sure, particularly in Detroit, but the pu_blic shows much less interest in these proposals than

in Democratic ideas to restore and renew education.
The most popular Engler proposal is “schools of choice,” as described in the question
formulation below:
There is a new Michigan law called “schools of choice.” Under “schools of
choice,” parents are frée to choose which public school district to send their
children within the county or intermediate school district where they live, as long
as the school district they choose participates in the schools of choice program and
has room to accept more students. If a school district participates in this new law,
it must accept students from other areas and also allow its students to attend cther
participating school districts.
A good majority of 61 pgrcent' supported this proposal, 36 percent strongly. But that is about 20
points lower than the level of support for the weakest of the Democratic proposais on educ:ition.
Furthermore, most people have a fairly limited vision for the proposal, strongly preferring choice
to being confined to one’s own district or immediate neighboring district (60 percent), A majority
of the public (57 percent) believes any such school choice proposal must include funding to help
low-income students afford the transportation.
The idea of “schools of choice” wins more support in Detroit where the pubic is
considerably less enthusiastic about the public schools. There, two-thirds support the initial idea,
43 percent strongly. And Detroit residents have a much more expansive view of how choice

should work: 60 percent favor a choice formula that allows students to choosc schools m;er |

multiple counties or anywhere in the state.
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Other proposals for expanding choice win small fn;jorities or pluralities, again, well below

An Education-Led Agenda

the propoéals offered by the Democrats. A small majority of 52 percent supports the idea of 3
vouchers to allow students to go to any pﬁbﬁc or private school, including parochial and religibus‘
schools; 41 percent are opposed to the idea. When the idea of vouchers is debated -- vﬁth choice
pitted against the depletion of support for public education -- support drops to 45 percent.
Tuition tax credits begin with 48 percent support, witﬁ only 27 percent thinking they are a very

- good idea. |

It will be d@wk to galvanize supbort for vouchers and tax credits, given the distribution
of support on the issue. In suburban Detr;oit as a whole, there is a decent level of support, but in
Oakland County, these upscale voters are Qpposed to the idea. In fact, over 40 percent of weak
Engler supporters are 6pposed to these choice proposals. | |

These choice proposals d§ ﬁot mé,ke Engler a pro-cducation governor. Indeed, he is
meﬁely vulnerable on a range of actions that Open‘him up to the charge of being aﬁti-educatien

A rumber of these attacks are presented in Table 3,
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ENGLER EDUCATION MEASURES

Opposition
L ———— e — e
Strongly Overall
Oppose Oppose

Engler Education Proposals (Pemnt) (Percent)

Cuttmg aduk educauon by 585 zmlhon, 40 percent ,
of adult education funding X 55 67

Taking state funds away from districts domg poorly

Ehmmatmg smthonty of State Buani of Educatxon ‘ :
over charter schools and teacher certification 45 59

State take over of sehaols doing poorly on smndard
ew 41 51

| Englér has potential difficulty on the education issue for threatening to reduce standards in the
schools by allowing unqualified teachers to teach and by denying the funding for teacher training,
Those are the two issues of greatest exposure, since around 60 percent of the electorate bclieve

those are bad ideas? Around 45 percent are strongly opposed (almost 60 percent opposed) to

¢

2 When we debate the issue of teacher certification and make the case that people with

special experience should be allowed in the classroom, the public remains opposed by better than
two-to-one.
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stripping away the State Board of Education’s authority to certify teachers and oversee public

An Education-Led Agenda

schools.

The public is also strongly opposed to fnajor reductions inA state spending, particularly on
adult edueation: 55 percent strongly opposed.

Given the very cautious evaluation;. of John Engler on education, it should not be
surprising that the public ‘is opposed to allowing the state to pull away funds from poorly
performing schools and to take ovef particular school districts, like Detroit, Pontiac, Lansing,
Flint and Benton Harbor. In the electorate as a whole, 51 percent oppose the idea of the take
over. In Detroit, three-quarters are opposed, two-thirds strongly. Residents of Detroit do not
want John Engler’s priorities to set the co#rse in tﬁe arca of education,

But for Engler, the problem is broader which is why Democrats have such an opportunity
on education. Governor Engler’s education philosophy fo:‘;uses on competitioh and
marketization. He has actively sought to elir'ninate state-imposed standards and reduce state
regulation and ’resourc':es. But that is not the philosophy lthat the public is lboking for in
education. They want to see a larger state éﬁ'ort to raise academic standards and restore ofder in
the local séhools. They want‘to see é largexl state investment in teacher ‘and school quality. They |
want the state to make it easier for middle class families to send their kids to college. This isa

debate that Democrats _should welcome.
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