


Volunteered Priorities 

For The President/Congress 


Education 210/0 

Cri me/violence 140/0 

Welfare reform 12% 

Balance the budget 120/0 

Health care 11% 

Social Security 10% 

* Most likely to volunteer education: college-educated women 
(33%), children in household (27%), under age 50 (27%), 
professionals/managers (27%). 
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Ratings Of GoBls 

President Clinton Might Address 


(% saying each is extremely important) 

480/0Education/schools 
~~~~~:~~~ft~~~:~~'"~~"~~"~~~~~~~~~~~~_~~~~~~~ 

48%Crime/violence 
I ~ 
~~""~";:~<~')1§:f,%C::M~"~~~~~m~~.~~~.~~~"'=~: ""'~-<ta;i:t~~"-~"..~~g~.t;.'a~~·'~~-{~~'~lW~~,~~Il~~~" 

Welfare to work 44% 
",-$;tf)~~;:~~~Je<,~;w;~",~'i;!;iitt.:~¥;.-~)1!'~~~~;-':lffl~'1.",,~·h\1< ,", lt~tn,~~¥Af:;'::~~';;":\):J,~'" .0' 

Social Security/Medicare 43% 
E 

'~~'W'~·''''"",··..v''''''..-'''''-''''""""'''-"""".~""'''z"">,,,..,,..,,,,,"~·;-'·""''''''1 ... 

Balanced budget i III 40% 
~;,;i."i.,~,;~~~~~"'~;ih~:~~~~,,;;:i4-~~;;,j;:,I;I's%~~~·, 

38%Health care for kids 
36%Taxes on average family 

f)~,-r'll',"':,:?~:;'k~~Jf~.',"§"'t:f*itlf:,~;iNfr-~:l!'..~")L-.:,~,g{"::1,~,,,,"::il:7{,:'{~'S§~~"#ij;i~~}:I~V·j_~:::w..~~"::-.i";l"~.,'~j 

~iI47i1~1?:l':;.~1i'~!;r'#-'~~~'i'izJ7E;~~~'''''fr''t~~-~~EE'i:<;F''''.¥::t~lAfi};;m;~d-*~.t~·t1_~~~·-'< \..,"'~~"'''_j'':;J''''~_''lf_----11" 

College affordability 260/0 

i
z.·"''''"''''''''3Mi'''''''''''·''''~''''''··71 ... 


Campaign finance reform II 150/0 
I v 
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Rating Of Education 

As A Presidential Priority 


(% saying extremely important) 

All voters r~·'··~·"·-""t''''''''':''':C:'''ii''i.G ':~"''''¥''''''''''''O ,.""",,,,,,,,,:.~ .....",:,>,,,,,",,..,,,.>.. ''''3<.:>'••.•.,,-,.~,,"..,,'''~''''.,~..t":"';i"":J 480/0 

~j;:~S5i4iii~;;~.~~A,. ..;r,.,v~;;'~":(~·.f*;!?l:mf4'f~*~H;;':C.f~~~fft~:~~l;l>-"fi:;::'':::-''~\l-:-<{;.itf::~ii~)$fV ··4l;~~s;:r.($'iriWA¥ii:~~':?,""~~~)f::~;:"""·' 560/0 

."-~~,---,,,,.,,-.,.-,,,,, ....,,,,~ A 	 A .-'Ili 

>..~t::'""r.~,,,,..i,~~,i~~t,;,.:::.....--,e.%..~.,;..~i;'~..l:~~f..;;:.J+;;;';"i~l\W';'Z\:0;tC~~~"}'.;,;~~: 

Ideology: Left 	 ~ 60%C	e n ter···'_.... "." '''''.-. ...-.~........ .....-_...'.......,.,,- ' 46% 

Right-~-- --.---.- ----I 39o/~ 

Region: Northeast 	 I 490/0
Midwest ..-...-.........,-.--"... -.. - ... -.....-~-...-.-.~ "'-"'; 440/0 

South' .. ···· ".. - ..-.~-., <h~ 52% 

West I" ---.--~--- -	 • 47t. 
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Rating Of Education 

As A Presidential Priority 


(% saying extremely important) 
"Z •. ~";."};§-";!<Y;·5'·l-_::.... '..i'-.TI'l:-~l';-;;!', 	 ?"",;("..,..~",;>~;;"";""">~",,,,,,,,,~;"<_-,f,"",;,"r,,,,~~';;~~-":;;"·:,;,";W,;"";:~,, 48

%

All voters I 	 r 

A )::~&.t.~ 5::.~·.:.''':·~'lt'idJ~ESZ:'.(;,;,;~~·,.1iiti?!E24
.•r,r:::~~.~t;?"",[ZJ~I".>-;.~,t;x."c~::E:Z::':-~~j~:_"':~~~~~~ 


ge: 	 18-29, __ ._ ... _.,. ___ .. __ .',".' 
% 

I 61 % 

30-39 1 4840-49 .- '-' ,.,.' .',_.". -_.'<" ' ••'''------ ...... -"'- ~.,..-.,~-,.-. ",---,-,,,,,,,~,,---,,, __.•__..•,,,_,,.~_".~ .•:-ii!I 51 % 

" --'''~-'-'' ,,-.""'-"-._-".',50-64 	 .-.--..--- "'.'.. '''' 44% 

'" ".-. v~__._._•••~-.. __~••" •••_ .....~ •._ 	 165/over 	 . ---.- -". .. .......- ---...- ~'J 390/0 


Se	 . i~ .-..~--..-....-.- ... -.,.... ~,--..-..--...,,-.--.--..--...~. M,', • ..-.- ..- ••~. ..... .-. ••• 

40% 

,10x· Men 	 1"-'~'''''''-ii1 5601 
Women. . 

Nonretired Income: ·",,,,·.,.",..,,,,,-,,,,"<,,,o,,,,'t,,".,,,==,,<~,,,~.,,,,,,,;",,,-,'-_.';"",~,,""":!fi.,"_""';!7h1"";;"'L,_",,,",,,,.,,,,.,,_'t,;,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,~··_,,,;,,,,,,o:;"'''''_''>:>=Mj'''"'''",";'.'C~'''''''','''7~ 55 
% 

Under $30K <·······~···~····-·~~"=~~·-···-·-·-···········11I 49% 
$30K-$50K I .. '. 	 . .-....__ ¥ .. ,. __ 5 ...""._"."_,,, ___,,~~,, '''_'___.... , .."···,,..''_··1 490110.•.•M -,,--,..,. "'W--"" ... - •.•._-.-_... , ... _....... 	 , 


~~:r-~~~~ Lf~_~"-.:_ 	 ..." ...... _'"'".._." ....._~' ....... ......_'" ""'1 41 %
.. -:~~_.'.'''_~"-._---,,,,_.,""_"-"'_...,_ ......_" .._"__ ...,._,.".,_".. "'----l' 
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Trust In President Clinton To Have 

The Right Policies On Education 


85% I_High trust l1li Low trust 1 
68% 

63% 
58% 

39% 

14% 

All voters Left Center . Right 
- - - - - - - ~ - - Ideology - - - - - - - - - 

* Ratings for Congressional Republicans on education: 41 % high trust, 56% low trust. 

National EducationSurv a.8a 
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Ratings Of u.s. Public Schools 

[_Excellent/good DJust fair IIiiIl Not so good/poor 

53% 

350/0 
31% 31 % 

24% 
200/0 

Schools nationwide Local schools 

,.. 60% ofpublic school parents give local schools high ratif!gs; large city residents are 
most dissatisfied (43% negative ratings). 

National Education Surv Q.9a-d 
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How Well Does The U.S. Public 

Education System Work? 


Not WorksNeeds 
sure pretty well complete 

20/0 90/0overhaul 
21% 

Needs 
me changes 

35% 

Needs 
* Voters who favor a larger federal major changes 
role are likely to say major changes/

330/0 complete overhaul are needed (57%). 

National Education Surv 0.6 
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Volunteered Education Goals 

For The President/Congress 


Increased funding 16% 

Raise standards 110/0 

Get back to basics 90/0 

Equal education for all 80/0 

More qualified teachers 8% 

·~National Education s··... 
GARIN-HART-YANG RESEARCH 
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Preferred Approach To Meet 
U.8. Education Needs 

Depends/not sure 
6% 

Promote private (k/~( ~ jJt ci.~ 
alternatives 

25% 

Improve 
public schools 

690/0 

* Private school parents emphasize affordable alternatives by 53% to 47%; 
those who want big changes prefer public solutions by 65% to 30%. . 

National Education Surv 
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Federal Government 

Involvement In Education 


Not sure 
9%Doing 


too much 

15% 


Doing 

too little 

1% 


Doing 

right amount 


15% 


* But by 47% to 44%, voters say they are concerned that federal government 
will get too involved. 

National Education Surv 
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Attitude Toward 

Federal Role In Education 


I_Favor more .Mixed IIIIOppose more I 

70% 

49% 

28% 

52% 

27% 

44% 

All voters Left Center Right 
--------------Ideology-------------

O~M~
National Education Surv 
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Reasons To Make Education 

A Top National Priority 


, (% saying each is a very convincing reason, among 
adults mixed on federal role in education) 

"!. 

Education provides hopeI 
opportunity for all 

~:;* Need strong schools to instill 
,;~~ knowledge/values 

, -' , . 

, 'Il!l!!li '~"...'" 

,. 

..(-.. 

i2li_ 

70% 

69% 

66% 

6~ % 

62°1< 

39% 

_,~, Education is key to U.S. 
,.,r-. success in global economy 

C~'?" Need to keep up with rapidly 
changing technology 

Need good education 
"~ .. " 

to get good job 
::~;.-. 

Public schools teach 

democratic val ues/traditions 


National Education 
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PERCEPTIONS OF HOW IMPORTANT RESPONDENT CONSIDERS 
~:.~ ~ ';' 

SELECTED GOALS FOR THE PRESIDENT TO WORK ON 

Extremely Very Somewhat Less Not 
Im(,'!ortant Im(,'!ortant Im(,'!ortant 1m(,'!ortant Sure 

% % % % % 

Making sure that all students have mastered the basics of reading, writing, and 
math by the time they complete elementary school 69 26 2 2 1 
Having an all-out commitment to literacy programs to ensure that all children 
are able to read by the third grade 59 33 4 3 1 
Increasing the level of discipline and safety in the schools, with tough 
measures to keep guns and drugs out and to remove disruptive students to 
alternative schools 57 30 8 3 2 
Making sure that all schools have up-to-date textbooks and that school 
buildings are safe and in reasonable repair 52 37 8 2 1 
Establishing meaningful standards for student achievement and performance, 
and making sure that students reach them before being awarded a high school 
diploma 49 39 8 4 
Getting schools more involved in emphasizing basic values, such as personal 
responsibility, respect, and good citizenship 47 34 10 7 2 
Providing tax credits and deductions to help ensure that all qualified students 

are able to afford a college education 41 38 16 4 1 

Establishing meaningful standards for student achievement and performance, 

and holding the education system accountable for achieving those standards 39 41 14 4 2 

Increasing opportunities for non-college-bound students, by expanding 

apprenticeships and school-to-work programs 36, 42 17 4 1 

Providing "Hope Scholarships" that makes two years of community college 


,>available to every student who works hard and achieves good grades 35 36 18 9 2 
:~ 

Making a greater commitment to early childhood education, by expanding the 
availability of pre-kindergarten and Head Start programs 32 35 20 12 1 
Making sure that every school has computers and is wired for the Internet by 
the year 2000, so that students can benefit from the new information 
superhighway 30 34 21 1~ 3 
Passing a new uG.I. Bill" for the 21'1 century that gives people lifetime access to 
training and skill development throughout their working careers . 19 31 30 17 3 
Instilling a spirit of reform and innovation in the public schools, with programs 
like charter schopls to provide new alternatives and greater choice 17 27 33 17 6 

..... -. " - ~:- ;.--..... -' -:.: :::.. ~~: .,.:.-",,-; :.: "'~. 



Voters Rank Education Goals 

(% saying each is extremely important) 

69%Elem school: master basics 
3rd grade: all kids reading 

'Discipline/safety 
Books/physical plant 

High sch diploma standards 
Teach basic values 

Help college affordability 
Hold schools accountable 

Non-college opptys 
Hope Scholarships 

Early childhood education 
. Computers/Internet 

G.I. Bill for 21 st Century 

novation/cha,rter schools 


National Education Surv Q.13 
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510/0 

Reactions To Post-Secondary Initiatives 

(% saying each is extremely important) 


50% 

35% 


250/0 

250/0 

19% 

Help college affordability 
Professionals/managers 

Blue collar workers 
Age 18-29 
Age 40-49 

Hope Scholarships 
Professionals/managers 

Blue collar workers 
" . 

I' Age 18-29 
Age 40-49 

G.I. Bill for 21 st Century 
Professionals/managers 

Blue collar workers 
Age 18-29 
Age 40-49 

National Education 
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National Education Standards 


84% of voters favor establishing meaningful national 
standards for what students should be expected to 
learn in skills such as reading and math. 

Only 26% think we already have meaningful 
national standards. 

By 67% to 220/0, voters believe it is a good idea for 
the federal government to be involved in promoting 
national standards. 

58% still favor federal involvement, even when told it 
"would mean too much interference with state and 
local control. II 

National Education Surv 
Q.14a,b; 15a,b 
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Support For National 

Reading/Math Tests 


Not sure 
Unfavorable 10k 

140/0 

Neutral 
80/0 

Somewhat 

Very 
orable 
480/0 

favorable * Voters still favor national test, even when told it 
290/0 	 "would give the federal government tOQ much 

power to create a national curriculum and a 
one-size-fits-all approach to education. " 

National Education Q.16a 
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Support For 

National Reading/Math Test 


1IIIIIIII Favor aftercounter=argument IIIJ Favor aioutset I 

All voters 

Democrats 

Independents 

Republicans 

770/0 

840/0 

Age 18-29 

30-39 

40-49 

830/0 

50-64 

65/over 

.~ ~~ 

o ~ ~~ii~~~:! 77O/C~":'~"'--~ ~j}::~~*'.!.tf,.~',.:~>~:"'<t;'~~~ -;.~"e;;~.~ ~.:;. -:- " 0 
"'<': """ 'lit', -;t~••" ~..... "I <:.;,_ 'f . . 

- - - - - - - - - . 
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National Reading/Math Test 


Best reason for test: 

IIln a country whe~e many people often move from state 
to state, we need a common national standard of what 
students should be achieving. 1I 

Most valuable uses for test: 

IIHeip identify low-performing schools that need to 
be improvedll and IImake sure students have 
mastered the basics before being promoted to the 
next level." 

Least convincing reason for test: 

IIA national test would give local communities a tool for 
knowing how well their schools are performing 
compared to schools all over the country.1I 

National Education a.16c,17b 
GARIN-HART-YANG RESEARCH 
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Most Trusted Entities ;
For Developing National Test 

(% expressing confidence in each to develop/approve a national test) 

I(jjI Great deal of confidence D Quite a bit of confidence I 
88%Reading/math teachers 

u.s. Dept of Education 

State/local school boards 

Testing experts 

Business leaders 


Governors 


610/0 

60% 

58% 

48% 

41% 

National Education Surv Q.17a 
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PETER D. HART RESEARCH ASSOCIATES, INC. Interviews: 1002interview5 
1724 Connecticut Avenue, NW Dates: January 21-24, 1997 
Washington, DC 20009 
(202) 234-5570 

49 Male FINAL 
51 Female 

[5]Study #4838 
National Education 
January 1997 

AREA TYPE SAMPLE POINT FORM 	 DATE 

D 	 January L-_---L-_---J11997 

[6] [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] [12] 	 [13] [14] 

1a. Are you currently registered to vote at this address? 


Registered.. .... ........ ................. .......... 100 CONTINUE [15] 

Not registered ................................... . TERMINATE AND DO NOT 


Not sure ......................................... . COUNT TOWARD QUOTA, 


1b. 	 Did you vote in the election for presidel.1t this past November, when the candidates were Bill Clinton, Bob Dole, 
and Ross Perot? (IF "YES" ASK:) For whom did you vote' - Bill Clinton, Bob Dole, or Ross Perot? 

Yes, voted ........... 0 ........................... . [16] 

Bill Clinton........................................ 42 

Bob Dole.......................................... 33 CONTINUE 

Ross PeroL.................. ............ ....... 5 

Refused/Other (VOL) ......... ............. 20 


No, did not vote ............................... .. TERMINATE AND DO NOT 

Not sure ................. : .................. : ..... COUNT TOWARD QUOTA 


1c. 	 And in the election for U.S. House of Representatives this past November, did you vote for the Democratic 
candidate or the Republican candidate in your district? 

Voted for Democratic candidate ...... .. 43 [17] 
Voted for Republican Candidate ...... .. 43 
Other (VOL) ...... ' ......... .'...................... 3 
Did not vote (VOL) ........................... . 2 
Not sure/can't recall ......................... . 9 

2. 	 Thinking about the way things are going in the country these days, would you say that you are very satisfied, 
somewhat satisfied, somewhat dissatisfied, or very dissatisfied with the direction of the country these days? 

Very satisfied..................................... 5 [18] 

Somewhat satisfied.............. ............. 41 

Somewhat dissatisfied........... ........... 33 

Very dissatisfied ................................ 19 


Not sure........................................... 2 
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3. 	 What do you feel are the most important issues, problems, or goals that you personally would like to see the 
President and Congress do something about? What issues do you think should be the top priorities for the 
President and Congress to work on? 

(PROBE FOR MliLTlPLE RESPONSES:) Are there any other issues, problems, or goals that you would like to 
see the President and Congress do something about? [19-22] 

Education 


Crime, violence 


Welfare reform 


8alancing the budget 


Health care 


Social Security issues 

- Don1know;noresponse - - - ---- - - 

4. 	 Generally speaking, do you approve or disapprove of the job 

. 

21% 

14 

12 

12 

11 

10 
-----30/0--

8ill Clinton is dOing as president? (IF 
"APPROVE" OR "DISAPPROVE," ASK:) Do you strongly (approve/disapprove) of the job 8i11 Clinton is doing 
as president. or just somewhat (approve/disapprove) of the job he is doing? 

Strongly approve.. ............................. 18 [23] 

Somewhat approve ............ ............... 46 

Somewhat disapprove...................... 17 

Strongly disapprove .......................... 15 

Not sure........................................... 4 


5. 	 I'm going to read you some goals that President Clinton might work on in his second term. For each one I 
mention, please rate how important you personally consider that goal to be-(a) an extremely important goal 
that's one of the top few priorities you want the President to work on; (b) a very important goal that's near the 

•top of your priorities; (c) a somewhat important goal that you would put in the middle of your priorities, or (d) a 
less important goal you would put lower down in your priorities for the President to work on. . 

How would you personally rate the importance of (READ ITEM)--do you consider it to be: (a) an extremely 
important goal that's one of the top few priOrities you want the President to work on;' (b) a very important goal 
that's near the top of your priorities; (c) a somewhat important goal that you would put in the middle of your 
priorities, or (d) a less important goal you would put lower down in your priorities for the President to work on? 

THIS TABLE HAS BEEN RANKED BY THE PERCENTAGE It\IHO SAY EXTREMEL Y IMPORTANT 

Extremely Very Somewhat Less Not 
Im~ortant Im~ortant Important Im~ortant Sure 

Improving education and the schools ...... 48 40 6 5 [25] 

Reducing crime and violence·* ................ 48 37 11 3 [27] 

Moving people from welfare to work ..... :. 44 39 14 2 [28] 

Protecting Social Security and 
Medicare ** ............................................... 43 33 18 5 1 [31] 

Balancing the federal budget ................... 40 37 17 5 1 [26] 

Improving health care coverage for 
children * ................................................... 38 41 15 '3 3 [30] 

Reducing the federal tax burden on 
average families ....................................... 36 37 21 5 [32] 

Helping families afford college and 
vocational training ................................... 26 40 23 10 [29] 

Reforming the campaign finance laws· .. 15 29 35 18 3 [24] 

• Asked of one-half the respondents (FORM Al. 
.. Asked of one-half the respondents (FORM 8l. 

! 
I 
I 

I 

I 

1 

! 
, 

I, 
i 

, . 
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6. 	 Now, I'd like to get your opinion about how well different programs and aspects of our society are working. For 
each item I mention, please tell me whether you think: (a) it works pretty well as it exists now, (b) some 
changes are needed, but basically should be kept the same, (c) major changes are needed, or (d) a complete 
overhaul is needed. . . 

When you think about (READ ITEM) , do you think: a) it works pretty well as it exists now, b) some changes 
are needed, but basically should be kept the same, c) major changes are needed, or d) a complete overhaul is 
needed. 

Works 
Pretty 
. Well 

Some 
Changes 
Needed 

Major 
Changes 
Needed 

Complete 
Overhaul 
Needed 

Not 
Sure 

Social Security ............................................... 18 36 20 23 3 [33) 

The federal income tax system ..................... 13 32 22 30 3 (34) 

Medicare ........................................................ 18' 37 23 15 7 (35) 

The public education system ........................ 9 35 33 21 2 [36] 

7. 	 Turning specifically now to the issue of education, what are the most important things you'd like to see the 
President and Congress do when it comes to the issue of education? What do you feel the most important 
goals should be for the President and Congress in dealing with the issue of education? 

(PROBE FOR MULTIPLE RESPONSES:) Are there any other things you'd particularly like to see the 
President and Congress do when it comes to the issue of education? * [37-40] 

Education funding 16% 

Raise the standards 11 

Get back to the basics 9 
Equal education for all students 8 
More qualified teachers 8 

Don't know; no response 

.• Asked of one-half the respondents (FORM A). 

8a. . How much do you trust President Clinton to have the right kinds of policies for dealing with the issue of 
education - do you trust President Clinton a lot, a fair amount, just some, or very little when it comes to dealing 
with the issue of education? 

Trust a lot.......................... 22 [41] 

Trust a fair amount ........... 36 

Trustjust some................. 17 

Trust very little .................. 22 


Not sure ..................... :.... 3 


8b. 	 How much do you trust the Republicans in Congress to have the right kinds of policies for dealing with the 
issue of education -- do you trust the Republicans in Congress a lot, a fair amount, just some, or very little 
when it comes to dealing with the issue of education? 

Trust a lot...... .................... 9 [42] 

Trust a fair amount ........... 32 

Trust just some.. ............... 29 

Trust very little ... ..... .......... 27 


Not sure.......................... 3 
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9a.c. Generally speaking, how would you rate the quality of the public schools in the nation today-excellent. good. ,,' . 
..,'. just fair. not so good, or poor? • OR Thinking about the country overall. how would you rate the quality of the 

education students receive in the public schools tOday-excellent, good. not so good, or poor? •• 

All 
Voters FormA· Form B·· 

Excellent .......................... . 2 1 2 [43,45] 
Good ................................ . 29 22 36 
Just fair ............................ .. 31 45 17 
Not so good .................... .. 20 14 27 
Poor .................................. ' 15 14 16 
Not sure ........................ .. 3' 4 2 

9b.d. And how would you rate the quality of the public schools in your local community--excellent. good, just fair, not 
so good, or poor? • OR And thinking about your own local community now. how would you rate the quality of 
the education students receive in your local public schools--excellent. good, not so good, or poor? ** 

All 
Voters FormA • Form 8·· 

Excellent.. ......................... . 13 13 13 [44.46] 
Good ................................ . 40 39 40 
Just fair ............................ .. 20 27 13 
Not so good ...................... . 
Poor .................................. . 

13 
11 

8 
11 

18 
12 

I.• 
Not sure .......................... . 3 2 4 

10. When it comes to meeting the educational needs of the country, which one of the following approaches would 

<.:' you be more likely to favor: (a) doing what is. necessary to improve the quality of education in the public 
schools. or (b-FORM A) using tax-funded vouchers or tax deductions to help parents pay the cost of sending 
their children to private or religious schools. instead of public schools? or (b--FORM 8) using some of the tax 
money we now spend on public schools to help parents pay the cost of sen9ing their children to private or 
religious schoolS? 

All 
Voters FormA Form B 

Improve quality of education in public schools ................ .. 69 69 69 [47.48] 
Vouchers for private or religious schools .......................... . 26 25 26 

Depends (VOL) ............................................................... .. 2 3 2 
Not sure ........................................................................... . 3 3 3 

11a. From what you know, do you feel that the federal govemment is doing too much, doing too little, or dOing the 
right amount when it comes to dealing with the issue of education? 

Doing too much.............. .................... 15 [49] 
Doing too little .................................... 61 

. ". Doing the right amount.... ......... .......... . 15 
Not sure ............................................ 9 

11b. Looking ahead, which concerns you more--a) that the federal government will get too involved in the issue of 
education and interfere with things that are better left to the states and local communities; or b) that the federal 

':,',' government will not be involved enough in doing what's necessary to improve our schools and meet the 
country's educational needs? 

Federal government will get too involved................. 47 [50] 
Federal government will not be involved enough..... 44 

Both/neither (VOL) .................................................. 5 
Not sure................................................................... 4 

. ~: . 
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12. 	 I'm going to read you some statements about the importance of having national leaders, such as the President, 
make public education a top priority in the next few years. For each one, please tell me whether you think that 
statement gives a very convincing reason for making public education a top national priority, a fairly convincing 
reason, a somewhat convincing reason, or not that convincing a reason for making public education a top 
priority. 

THIS TABLE HAS BEEN RANKED BY THE PERCENTAGE INHO SAY VERY CONVINCING REASON 

Very 
Convincing 

Reason 

Fairly 
Convincing 

Reason 

Somewhat 
Convincing 

Reason 

We need strong schools with clear 
standards of achievement and discipline 
to help instill the knowledge, values, 
and citizenship that are so important to 
our society * .......................................... 65 19 10 

Now more than ever, it takes a good 
education to get a good job, and we 
need to make sure that Americans can 
get the kind of education and training 
they need to get ahead ** ..................... 62 20 10 

Quality education is the key to 
America's success in the new global 
economy, and we need to make sure 
that our schools and universities are 
providing the world-class education and 
training we'll need to keep America's 
economy in the forefront * .................... 60 21 13 

Education is our country's way. of 
providing real hope and opportunity for 
all Americans to improve themselves 
and live up to their potential, regardless 
of their economic circumstances * ....... .58 24 11 

We live in a time of rapid change, 
indujjing new technology, and we need 
a clear national commitment to make 
sure that our schools are able to keep 
up with the changes and new demands 
for excellence as we head into the 21 st 
century ** ............. : ................................ 57 22 12 

The public schools have always been 
the place where new generations of 
Americans have learned about our 
nation's democratic values and 
traditions, and continuing that tradition 
is especially important now, as our 
society becomes increasingly diverse ** 38 . 24 18 

• Asked of one-half the respondents (FORM A) . 
.. Asked of one-half the respondents (FORM B). 

Not That 
Convincing 
A Reason 

Not 
Sure 

5 [55] 

7 1 [53) 

5 .1 [51] 

5 2 [52] 

8 1 [56] 

19 [54] 
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. ', . 	 13 . Now I'm going to mention some major goals that national leaders, such as the President, might have in the 
area of ed~cation and training. For each one I mention, please tell me how important you personally consider 
that goal to be- (a) an extremely important goal that's one of the top few priorities you want the President to 

...... work on; (b) a very important goal that's near the top of your priorities; (c) a somewhat important goal that you 
would put in the middle of your priorities, or (d) a less important goal you would put lower down in your priorities 
for the President to work on. 

How would you personally rate the importance of (READ ITEM)-do you 'consider it to be: (a) an extremely 
important goal that's one of the top few priOrities you want the President to work on; (b) a very important goal 
that's near the top of your priorities; (c) a somewhat important goal thatyou would put in the middle of your 
priorities, or (d) a less important goal you would put lower down in your priorities for the President to work on? 

THIS TABLE HAS BEEN RANKED BY THE PERCENTAGE VVHO SAY EXTREMEL Y IMPORTANT 

Extremely Very Somewhat Less Not 
Important . 'Important Important Important Sure 

Making sure that all students have mastered 
the basics of reading, writing, and math by the 
time they complete elementary school * ....... . 69 26 2 2 [57] 

Having an all-out commitment to literacy 
',- ... programs to ensure that all children are able 


to read by the third grade ** .......................... . 59 33 4 3 [58] 


Increasing the level of discipline and safety in 

the schools, with tough measures to keep 

guns and drugs out and to remove disruptive 

students to alternative schools *.................. .. 57 30 8 3 2 [68] 


... 
. ;. 	 Making sure that all schools have up-to-date 

textbooks and that school buildings are safe 
and in reasonable repair· ............................\. 52 37 8 2 [69] 

Establishing meaningful standards for student 
; :. i:lchievement and performance, and making 

sure that students reach them before being 
.. '~.. awarded a high school diploma.· .................. . 49 39 8 4 [60] 

Getting schools more involved in emphasizing 

basic values, such as personal responsibility, 

respect, and good citizenship ** ................... .. 47 34 10 7 2 [66] 


Providing tax credits and deductions to help 

.:. ensure that all qualified students are able to 


afford a college education * .......................... .. 41 38 16 4 [67] 


Establishing meaningful standards for student 

achievement and performance, and holding 

the education system accountable for 

achieving those standards .*.......................... 39 41 14 '4 2 [61] 


Increasing opportunities for non-college

bound students, by expanding 

apprenticeships and school-to-work 

programs· ...................................................... . 36 42 17 4 [65] 


Providing "Hope Scholarships· that makes two 

years of community college available to every 

student who works hard and achieves good 

grades .* ......................................................... 35 36 18 9 2 [64] 


Making a greater commitment to early 

childhood education, by expanding the 

availability of pre-kindergarten and Head Start 

programs· ..................................................... . 32 35 20 12 [63] 


• Asked of one-half the respondents (FORM A) . 

•• Asked of one-half the respondents (FORM B). 
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Q.13 (confd) 	 Extremely Very Somewhat Less Not 
Important Im~rtant Iml20rtant Iml20rtant Sure 

Making sure that every school has computers 

and is wired for the Intemet by the year 2000, 

so that students can benefit from the new [70] 

information superhighway .............................. 30 34 21 . 12 3 


Passing a new "G.I. Bill" for the 21 st century 
that gives people lifetime acces~ to training 
and skill development throughout their 
worl<ing careers * ............................................ 19 31 30 17 3 [59] 


Instilling a spirtt of reform and innovation in the 
public schools, with programs like charter 
schools to provide new alternatives and 
greater choice - ............................................. 17 27 33 17 6 [62] 

• Asked of one-half the respondents (FORM A). 
•• Asked of one-half the respondents (FORM B). 

14a. 	 What is your reaction to the idea of establishing meaningful national standards for what students should be 
expected to learn and achieve in basic skill areas such as reading and math-very favorable, somewhat 
favorable, neutral, somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable? 

Very favorable .................. 66 [71] 

Somewhat favorable ........ 18 

Neutral.............................. 8 

Somewhat unfavorable.... 3 

Very unfavorable.............. 4 


Not sure.......................... 1 


14b. 	 Would you say that we already have meaningful national standards for what students should be expected to 
learn and achieve in basic skill areas such as reading and math, or that we do not currently have these kinds of 
national standards? 

We already have national standards..... ................... 26 [72] 

We do not currently have national standards........... 59 


Some of both (VOL) ..................................... ........... 6 

Not sure ........ :......................................... ................. 9 


15a. And do you think it is a good idea or a bad idea for the federal government to be involved in promoting 
nationa.1 standards for students in basic skill areas such as reading and math?' i' 

Good idea .................................. : ............... . 67 [73] 
Bad idea .................................................... .. 22 

Some of both (VOL) .............................. : ... 6 

Not sure .................................................. .. 5 
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let me read you two statements aboUt having the federal govemment be involved in promoting national 
standards for students in basic skill areas such as reading and math. After you hear them both, please tell me 
one of these statements you agree with more. 

Statement A: The federal government should be involved in promoting national standards, because we have 
a national interest as a country to encourage excellence in education for students wherever they live, and to 
hold schools rnore accountable for giving students the education they need. 

Statement B: The federal govemment should not be involved in promoting national standards, because 
federal involvement would mean too much interference with state and local control of public schools. 

Statement Alpro-involvement ............ ., ...... . 58 [74] 
Statement B/anti-involvement ................... . 35 
Some of both (VOL) ................................. . 6 
Not sure .................................................. .. 1 

There is some talk that President Clinton might propose new efforts by the federal government to encourage 
states and local school districts to participate in a national test to measure reading skills for all 4th grade 
students and math skills for all 8th grade students. 

lJVhat would your reaction be if President Clinton proposed new efforts by the federal government to encourage 
states and local school districts to participate in a national test to measure reading skills for all 4th grade 
students and math skills for all 8th grade students--very favorable, somewhat favorable, neutral, somewhat 
unfavorable, or very unfavorable? 

Very favorable .................. 48 [75] 

Somewhat favorable........ 29 

Neutral.............................. 8 

Somewhat unfavorable.... 7 

Very unfavorable.. ............ 7 


Not sure .......................... 1 


lJVhy would you feel that way if President Clinton proposed new efforts by the federal govemment to encourage 
states and local school districts to partiCipate in a national test to measure reading skills for all 4th grade 
students and math skills for all 8th grade students? To your way of thinking, what are the advantages or 
disadvantages of this kind of a national testing proposal? 

(PROBE:) Are there any other reasons why you think it might be a good idea or a bad idea for the federal 
government to encourage states and local school districts to participate in a national test to measure reading 
and math skills? ** [76-83] 

Net Advantages 65% 

!:lave all states, country on the same level 21 

Need to know where we need to improve 17 

" ;,' ,"Focus people on where our children should be 7 
',"' : 

. It is agood idea 6 


Will make teaching establishment more accountable 4 


•• Asked of one-half the respondents (FORM B). 

Net Disadvantages 29% 

Federal govemment should not be involved 12 

It may not work for everyone 6 

The cost of the testing 4 

It is not needed 3 

It is a waste of federal funding 2 

Don't know; no response .7% 
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16c. 	 I'm going to read you some reasons that people might give for supporting a new effort by the federal 
govemment to encourage states and local school districts to participate in a oational test to measure reading 
and math skills. For each one, please tell me whether you think it is a very convincing reason,a fairty 
convincing reason, just somewhat of a convincing reason, or not that convincing of a reason. . 

THIS TABLE HAS BEEN RANKED BY THE PERCENTAGE INHO SA Y VERY CONVINCING REASON 

Very 
Convincing 

Reason 

F,airty 
Convincing 

Reason 

Somewhat 
Convincing 

Reason 

Not That 
Convincing 
A Reason 

Not 
Sure 

In a country where many people often move from 
state to state, we need a common national 
standard of what students should be achieving in 
basi~ skills such as reading and math *.. , .............. 58 20 13 8 

'. 
[85] 

American students consistently score lesswell 
than students in Europe and Japan on measures 
of educational achievement, and we need a 
national effort to assure wortd-class standards of 
excellence in America's schools ** ........................ 50 16 18 14 2 [87] 

Our schools today are promoting too many 
students who do not have basic skills they need; 
a national test could help reverse this trend, and 
target extra help to the students who need it... ...... 49 20 16 14 .1 [86] 

Parents and taxpayers deserve to have a way of 
knowing how well their schools are performing. 
and a national test will help make schools more, 
accountable for their performam:e *'* .................... 48 16 17 18 [88] 

A national test would give local communities a 
tool for knowing'how well their schools are 
performing compared to schools .all over the 
country '* ................................................................. 44 28 16 11 1 [84] 

• Asked of one-half the respondents (FORM A) . 
•• Asked of one-half the respondents (FORM B): 

17a. 	 I'm going to mention some different kinds of people and groups that could be involved in developing and 
approving the kind of national reading and math test we have been talking about. For each one I mention, 
please tell me how much confidence you would have in that group being involved in developing and approving 
a national test--a great deal of confidence, a fair amount. just some, or very little confidence? 

How much confidence would you have in (READ ITEM) when it comes to developing and approving a national 
test-a great deal. a fair amount, just some. or very little? '* 

THIS TABLE HAS BEEN RANKED BY THE PERCENTAGE INHO SAY A GREAT DEAL OR FAIR AMOUNT 

A Great A Fair Just Very Not 
Deal Amount Some Little Sure 

Reading and math teachers ............... 56 32 7 3 2 [90] 

The U.S. Department of Education .... 26 35 19 16 4 [89] 

State and local school boards ............ 22 38 20 18 2 [91] 

Testing experts ......... : ......................... 25 33 19 18 5 [92] 

Business leaders ................................ 19 29 24 24 4 [93] 

Govemors ....................... : ................... 12 29 23 33 3 [94] 

.• Asked of one-half the respondents (FORM A),,. 
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17b. I'm going to mention some ways in which a national reading and math test might be used. For each one, 
please tell me whether you think this would be a very valuable use for a national test, a fairly valuable use, just 
somewhat of a valuable use, or not really a valuable use for a national test. •• ' 

THIS TABLE HAS BEEN RANKED BY THE PERCENTAGE IrVHO SAY VERY VALUABLE 

Very Fairly Just Not Really , Not 
Valuable , Valuable Somewhat Valuable Sure 

A national test could help identify low
performing schools that need to be 
improved., .. ,,', .. ,... ,... , ..... ' .... ,... , ............ .. 59 14 16 11 [97] 

A national test could be used tO,make 
sure that students have mastered the 
basics before being promoted to the 
next level ............................................ .. 56 17 14 12 ,1 [98] 

, A national test could help identify low
performing students who need extra 
help and attention ................................ . 48 19 17 14 2 [95] 

A national test could help raise the 
standards of excellence that students 
are expected to achieve ..................... .. 46 20 21 13 [96] 

•• Asked of one-half the respondents (FORM ,8), 

17c. 	 Finally, some people say that the federal government should not be involved in establishing a national test in 
reading and math, because this will give the federal government too much power to create a national 
curriculum and a one-size-fits-all approach to education, when education shquld be under state. and local 
control,' ' 

Thinking back on everything we have discussed, who do you tend to agree with more--those who say that the 
federal government should be involved in encouraging states and local school districts to participate in a 
national reading and math test. or those who say that the federal government should not get involved in 
national student testing? ' 

Federal government should be involved ,.............. 55 [99] 

Federal government should not get involved......... 33 

Some of both (VOL)............................................. 9 

Not sure ..................... '.............. .............. .............. 3 


FACTUALS: These last few questions are for statistical purposes only. 

F1. 	 How old are you? (IF REFUSED, ASK:) Well, can you tell me which age group you belong to? Are you in the 
age group 18 to 24, 25 to 29, 30 to 34, 35 to 39, 40 to 44,45 to 49, 50 to 54, 55 to 59, 60 to 64, or 65 and: 
~~ 	 , 

18-24............................ 5 [100] 

25-29 ..... , ..... :................. 9 

30-34............................ 9 

35-39 ....... :..................... 11 

40-44 ................. '...... ..... 13 , 

45-49............................. 11 

50-54............................ 9 

55-59............................ 8 

60-64............................ 7 

65 and over .................. 18 

Refused." ............... '.... . 
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F2. What type of work do you do? 

Professional/manager.................................... 21 [101] 

White collar worker ........................................ 21 

Blue collar worker ......................... :................ 22 

Farmer............................................................ 1 

Student........................................................... 2 

Homemaker.................................................... 7 

Retired ................................ ~........................... 22 

Unemployed................................................... 3 

Never worked/not sure .................................. . 

F3. What is the last grade you completed in school? 

Grade school ............... .............. ............................... 2 [102] 

. Some high school. ...................... :...... ........ ........ ....... 6 


High school graduate................................................ 25 

Some college, no degree ......................................... 19 

Vocational training, 2-year college ................. .......... 9 

4-year collegelbachelor's degree ......... ....... ............. 20 

Some postgraduate work, no degree... ................ .... 4 

2-3 years' postgraduate work, master's degree. ...... 12 

Doctoral degreellaw degree..................................... 3 


Not sure ...................................................... : .......... . 


F4a. What is your current marital status? 

. Married.............................................. 66 [103] 

Single/never .married .. ....................... 16 

Divorced ............................................ 9 

Widowed ........................................... 9 


Not sure/refused ............................. . 


F4b. Do you have any children under age 18Jiving in your household at this time? 

Yes, have children ...................... . 38 CONTINUE [104] 

No, do not have children ............ . 62 SKIP TO Q.FSa 

Not sure ..................................... .. 


(ASK ONLY OF RESPONDENTS WHO SAY THEY HAVE CHILDREN 18,ORUNDER IN HOUSEHOLD IN Q.F4b.) 
F4c. Do the children in this household attend public school or private school, or are they not yet of school age? 

Yes, Have Children In School 
Have children in public school......... ......... ..... ......... 73 [105] 
Have children in private/parochial school............... 10 
Have children in both public and private school. .... 3 
Not sure what kind of school/refused..................... 1 

No, Do Not Have Children In School.................... 13 

Not Sure If Have Children In School ................... .. 
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j,"(ASK EVERYONE.) 

.:i~:F:5a·. How would you describe your overall point of view in terms of the political parties? Would you say you are 

.;/" mostly Democratic, leaning Democratic, completely independent, leaning RepubliCan, or mostly Republican? . 


Mostly Democratic ............................ 30 [107] 
Leaning Democratic.......................... 12 
Completely independent................... 18 
Leaning RepubliCan ......................... 15 
Mostly Republican ............................. 22 

Not sure .................................. ,........ 3 

Thinking about your general approach to issues, do you consider. yourself to be liberal, moderate, of 
conservative? 

Liberal ....... .'............................ 20 [108] 

Moderate ....................... :........ 41 

Conservative ........ .................. 35 


Not sure ...; ... :........................ 4 


. Howwould you describe the area in which you live--a large city, a medium to small city, a suburb near a city, a 
small town that is not near a city. or a rural or country area? 

Large city.................................................. 21 [109] 

Medium to small city ..................... ,............ 26 

Suburb near a city ....... : .......................... :. 21 

Small town that is not near a city............. 18 

Rural or country area .: .............. :............. 14 

Not sure ................................................. .. 


If you added together the yearly income of all the members of your family who were living at home last year, 
would the total be less than $10,000, between $10,000 and $20,000, between $20,000 and $30,000, between 
$30,000 and $40,000, between $40,000 and $50,000, between $50,000 and $75,000, between $75,000 and 
$100,000, or would the total be more than that? 

Less than $10,000................................... 6 [110] 

Between $10,000 and $20,000 ...:........... 10 

Between $20,000 and $30,000 ........... :... 14 

Between $30,000 and $40.000............... ·16 

Between $40,000 and $50,000............... 13 

Between $50,000 and $75,000............... 18 

Between $75,000 and $100,000............. 8 

More than $100,000................................ .6 

Not sure/refused.:.................................. 9 


,.::. " 

Finally, are you from a Hispanic or Spanish-speaking background? (IF "NO." ASK:) What is your race--white, 
black, Asian, or something else? 

Hispanic ........... : ...... :.................. ....... 
White....................................................... 
Black.: ................... :................................. 
Asian ..... ; ..:.............................................. 
Other....................................................... 
Refused ................................................. 

4 
80 
10 
1 
4 
1 

[111] 
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F9a. In what religion were you brought up? 


ProtestanL................................. 55 CONTINUE [131] 

Catholic ...... ........... ...... ... ... .......... 28 
Jewish ......................................... 2 SKIP TO 
Other ........................................... 11 
None............................................ 2 VALIDATION 
Not surelrefused ....................... 2 

(ASK ONLY OF PROTESTANTS IN Q.F9a) 
F9b. 	 Would you describe yourself as either a fundamentalist or an evangelical Christian, or would you not describe 

yourself that way? 

Yes, fundamentalisVevangelicallboth ..................... 17 [132] 

No, neither fundamentalist or evangelicaL............. 32 

Not sure.................................................................. 6 


Non-Protestants (Q.F9a) ....... ........................... ........ 45 
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PETER D. HARTRESEARCH ASSOCIATES. INC. Interviews: 1002 interviews 
1724 Connecticut Avenue, WN Dates: January 21-24,1997 
Washington, DC 20009 
(202) 234-5570 

49 Male FINAL 
51 Female 

[5]Study #4838 
National Education 
January 1997 

AREA TYPE SAMPLE POINT FORM DATE 

January 1997D \....-.-...I-----L----.:J.l . 0 '--_-'-_.........1

[6] [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] [12] . [13] [14] 

1a. Are you currently registered to vote atthis address? 

Registered ............... :......................... 
Not registered ................................... . 
. Not sure· ........................................ .. 

100 CONTINUE 
TERMINATE AND DO NOT 
COUNT TOWARD QUOTA 

[15] 

1b. . Did you vote in the election for president this past November. when the candidates were Bill Clinton, Bob Dole, 
and Ross Perot? (IF "YES" ASK:) For whom did you vote - Bill Clinton. Bob Dole, or Ross Perot? 

Yes, voted ..........~................. : .......... . 
.BiII Clinton ....................................... . 
Bob Dole ......... :."................. : .......... .. 
Ross Perot. .................................... .. 
Refused/Other (VOL) ..................... . 

No, did not vote ................................ . 
'Not sure ......................................... . 

42 
33 . 
5 

20 

CONTINUE 

TERMINATE AND DO NOT 
COUNT TOWARD QUOTA 

[16] 

1c.· And in the election for U.S. House of Representatives this past November, did you vote for the Democratic 
candidate or the Republican candidate in your district? 

Voted for Democratic candidate ........ 
Voted for Republican candidate ........ 
Other (VOL) ...................................... 
Did not vote (VOL) ............................ 
Not sure/can't recall.......................... 

43 
43 
3 
2 
9 

[17] 

2. Thinking about the way things are going in the country these days, would you say that you are very satisfied, 
somewhat satisfied. somewhat dissatisfied. or very dissatisfied with the direction of the country these days? 

Very satisfied ................................ ;.... 
Somewhat satisfied ........................... 
Somewhat dissatisfied ...................... 

. Very dissatisfied................................ 
Not sure ......................................... ~. 

5 
41 
33 
19· 
2 

[18] 
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What do you feel are the most impqrtant Issues, problems, or goals that you personally would like to see the , 
President and Congress do something about? What Issues do you think should be the top priorities for the 
President and Congress to wor1< on? ' ' 

(PROBE FOR MULTIPLE RESPONSES:) Are there any other issues, problems, or goals that you would like to 
see the President and Congress do something about? [19·22] 

( 
.~. 

Education 	 21% 

Crime, violence 	 14 

Welfare reform 	 12 

Balancing the budget 	 12 

Health care 	 11 

Social Security issues 	 10
-Doolknow;noreSpoose------------------------------3%--

Generally speaking. do you approve or disapprove of the job Bill Clinton is doing as president? (IF 
, "APPROVE" OR "DISAPPROVE, " ASK:) Do you strongly (approve/disapprove) of the job Bill Clinton is doing 

as president. or just somewhat (approve/disapprove) of the job he is doing? 

Strongly approve ..........•.•.• ;............... 18 [23] 

Somewhat approve .....•.••......•...•...•... ' 46 
Somewhat disapprove ...•, ... ,............. 17 

.Strongly disapprove .......................... 15 
Not sure........................................... 4 

5. 	 I'm going to read you some goals that President Clinton might wor1< on in his second term. For each one I 
mention, please rate how important you personally consider that goal to be-(a) an extremely important goal 
that's one of the top few priorities you want the President to wor1< on; (b) a very important goal that's near the 
top of your priorities; (c) a somewhat important goal that you would put in the middle of your priorities, or (d) a 
less important goal you Would put lower down in your priorities for ,the President to work on. 

How would you personally rate, the importance of (READ ITEM)-do you cOnsider it to be: (a) an extremely 
important goal that's one of the top few priorities you want the President to wor1< on; (b) a very important goal 
that's near the top of your priorities; (c) a somewhat important goal that you would put in the middle of your 
priorities. or (d) a less important goal you would put lower down in your priorities for the President to work on? 

THIS TABLE HAS BEEN RANKED BY THE PERCENTAGE VlIHO SAYEXTREMEL Y IMPORTANT 

Extremely Very Somewhat Less Not 
Im~ortant ImQQrtant ImQortant Important Sure 

Improving education and the schools ...... 48 40 6 5 [25] 

Reducing crime and violence'" ................ 48 37 11 3 [27] 

Moving people from welfare to wor1< *...... 44 39 14 2 [28] 

Protecting Social Security and 
Medicare'" .................................. , ............ 43' 33 18 5 1 [31] 

Balancing the federal budget.. ................. 40 37 17 5 1 [26] 

Improving health care'coverage for 
children *, ............................" .................... 38 41 15 3 3 [30] 

Reducing the federal tax burderi on 
average families ....................................... 36 37 21 5 1 [32] 

Helping families afford college and 
, vocational training .............................. : ..... 26 40 23 10 1 [29] 

Reforming the campaign finance laws * .. 15 29 35 18 3 [24] 

• Asked of one-half the respondents (FORM A). 
.. Asked of one-half the respondents (FORM B). 
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6. 	 Now, I'd like to get your opinion about how well different progra~ 'a~d ~spects of our society are wor1dng. For 
each item I mention, please tell me whether you think: (a) it Works pretty well as it exists now. (b) some'"' 
changes are needed. but basically should be kept the same, (c) major changes are needed, or (d) a complete 
overhaul is needed. 

When you think about (READ ITEM) , do you think: a) it works pretty well as it exists now, b) some changes 
are needed, but basically should be kept the same, c) major changes are needed, or d) a complete overhaul is 
needed. . 

Works Some Major Complete 
Pretty Changes Changes Overhaul Not 

~ Needed Needed Needed .§.ym 

Social Security ............................................... 18 36 20 23 3 [33] 

The federal income tax system .... , ................ 13 32 22 30 '3 [34] 

Medicare ..................................... : ......... ; ........ 18 37 23 15 7 [35] 

The public education system; ........................ · 9 35 33 21 2 [36] 

·7. 	 Turning specifically now to the issue of education, what are the most important things you'dUke to see the 
President and Congress do when it comes to the. issue of education? What do you feel the most important 
goals should be for the President and Congress in dealing with the issue of education? 

(PROBE FOR MULTIPLE RESPONSES:) he there any other things you'd particularty like to see the 
President and Congress do when it comes to the issue of education? • [37-401 

Education funding 16% 

Raise the standards 11 

Get back to the basiCs 9 
Equal education for all students 8 
More qualified teachers 8 

• Asked of one-half the respondents (FORM A). 

8a. 	 How much do you trust President Clinton to. have the right kinds of pOlicies for dealing with the issue of 
education - do you trust President Clinton a lot, a fair amount, just some, or very little when it comes to dealing' 
with the issue of education? 

Trust a 101.......................... 22 [41] 

Trust a fair amount ........... 36 

Trustjustsome................. 17 

Trust very little .. ................ 22 


Not sure.......................... 3 


8b. 	 How much do you trust the Republicans in Congress to have the right kinds of policies for dealing with the 
iss!Je of education;... do you trust the Republicans in Congress a lot, a fair amount, just some,or very little 
when it comes to dealing with the issue of education? 

Trust a lot ........... ;.............. 9 [42] 

Trust a fair amount ........... 32 

Trustjust some ....... .......... 29 

Trust very little .............. .... 27 

"Not sure.......................... 3 
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9a,c. 	 Generally speaking; how would you rate the quality of the public schools in the nation today-excellent. good, 
just fair, not so good. or peon- OR Thinking about the country overall. how would you rate the quality of the 
education students receive in the public schools today-excellent. good, not so good. or poor? - (' 

( 
All 

Voters FonnA" Fonn B-
Excellent ......................... .. 2 1 2 [43,45) 

Good ................... , ............ . 29 22 36 

Just fair .......................... : .. 31 45 17 

Not so good .................... .. 20 14 27 

Poor ................................. . 15 14 16 


Not su,re ......................... . 3 4 2 


9b,d. 	 And how would you rate the quality of the public schools in your local community-excellent, good. just fair, not 
so good, or poor?· OR And thinking aboutyour own local community now. how would you rate the quality of 
the education students receive in your local public schools-excellent. good. not so good, or poor? 

All 
Voters fQ.!:m.A " FonnB -

ExcellenL ......................... . 13 13 13 [44,46) 
; Good ................................ . 40 39 . 40 

Just fair ............................ .. 20 27 13 
Not so good ..................... .. 13 8 18 
Poor ....................... ! ........... 11 11 12 

Not sure ......................... .. 3 2 4 

10. VVhen it comes to meeting the educational needs of the country, which one of the following approaches would 
you be more likely to favor: (a) doing what is necessary to improve the quality of education in the public 
schools, or (b-FORM A) using tax-funded vouchers or tax deductions to help parents pay the cost of sending 
their children to private or religious schools, instead of public schools? or (b-FORM B) using some of the tax 
money we now spend on public schools to help parents pay the cost of sending their children to private or 
religious schools? 

( 
. 

. :" 

Improve quality of education in public schools ................ .. 
Vouchers for private or religious schools ........................ : .. 

Depends (VOL) .................................... , .......................... .. 
Not sure ........................................................................... . 

All 
Voters 

69 
26 
2 
3 

FonnA 
69 
25 
3 
3 

FonnB 
69 
26 
2 
3 

[47,48) 

11a. From what you know. do you feel that the federal govemmel1t is doing too much. doing too little. or doing the 
right amount when it comes to dealing with the issue of education? 

Doing too much .................... : ........... .. 
Doing too little ....... , ........... : ............... . 
Doing the right amount ..... : ............... . 
Not sure ......................................... .. 

15 
61 
15 
9 

(49) 

11 b. Looking ahead, which concerns you more-a) that the federal governmeJ)t will get too involved in the issue of 
education and interfere with things that are better left to the states and local communities; or b) that the federal 
government will not be involved enough in doing what's necessary to improve our schools and meet the 
country's educational needs? 

Federal government will get too involved ................. 
Federal government will not be involved enough..... 

Both/neither (VOL) ..................................... :............ 
Not sure ... ;............................................................... 

47 
44 
5 
4 

[50] 

. :', 

\ .." 
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I'm going to read you ~ut the importance of having nati~nalleaden!, such as the President, 
make public education a top 'the next few years. For each one, please tell me whether you think that 
statement gives a very conVindng reaSon for making public education a top national priority, a fairly convincing 
reason, a somewhat convincing reason, or not that convincing a reason for making public education a top 
priority. 

THIS TABLE HAS BEEN RANKED BY THE PERCENTAGE WHO SAY VERY CONVINCING REASON 

Very Fairly Somewhat 
. Convincing Convincing Convincing 

We need strong schools with clear 
standards of achievement and discipline 
to help instill the knowledge. values, 

. and citizenship that are so important to ... 
our society ........................................... . 

Now more than ever, it takes a good 

education to get a good job, and we 

need to make sure that Americans can 

get the kind of education and training 

they need to get ahead **..................... 


Quality education is the key to 
America's success in the new global 
economy, and we need to make sure 
that our schools and universities are 
providing the world-dass education and 
training we'll need to keep America's 
economy in the forefront * .................. .. 

Education is our country's way of 

providing real hope and opportunity for 

all Americans to improve themselves 

and live up to their potential. regardless 

of their economic circumstances * ....... 


We live in a time of rapid change, 

including new technology, and we need 

a clear national commitment to make 

sure that our schools are able to keep 

up with the changes and new demands 

for excellence as we head into the 21 st 

century .............................................. .. 


The public schools have always been 
. the place where new generations of 

Americans have leamed about our 
nation's democratic values and 
traditions. and continuing that tradition 
is especially important now, as our 
society becomesincreasingly diverse 

• Asked of one-half the respondents (FORM A) • 
.. Asked of one-halt the respondents (FORM B). 

~ ~ Reason 

65. 19 10 

62 20 10 

60 21 13 

58 24 11 

57 22 12 

38 24 18 

Not That 
Convincing 
A Reason 

J 

5 

Not 
Sure 

[55] 

7 [53] 

5 [51] 

5 2 [52] 

8 1 [56] 

19 [54] 
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area of education andtrail,'li~g;' Foi"each one I men~on~ ple~se tell me ~ow important you personally consider ( Y 
that goal to be- (a) an eXtremely important goal that's one, of ~a top few priorities you want the President to i';'~" 
work on; (b) a very important goal that's neBr 'the top of your priorities; (c) a somewhat important goal that you \; 
would put in the middle of your priorities, or.(d) a less important'goal you would put lower d<?Wn in your priorities 
for the President to work on. ' ,( 
How would you personally rate the importance of (READ ITEM)...<fo you consider it to be: (a) an extremely 
important goal that's one of the top few priorities you want the President to work on; (b) a very important goal 
that's near the top of your priorities; (c) a somewhat important goal that you would put in the middle of your 
priorities, or (d) a less important goal you would put lower down in your priorities for the President to work on? 

THIS TABLE HAS BEEN RANKED BY THE PERCENTAGE WHO SAY EXTREMELY IMPORTANT 

Extremely Very Somewhat Less Not 
ImQortant ImQortant ImQQrtant ImQortant Sure 

Making sure that all students have mastered 
the basics of reading, writing, and math by the 

. time they complete elementary school" .•.•.... 

Having an all-out commitment to literacy 
programs to ensure that all children are able 
to read by the third grade" ...••.•..•....•.....•.••.•. 

Increasing the level of discipline and safety in 
the schools, with tough measures to keep 
guns and drugs out and to remove disruptive 
students to alternative schools"................... 

Making sure that all schools have up-to-date 
textbooks and that school buildings are safe 
and in reasonable repair" ......................... : .... 

Establishing meaningful standaltts for student 
achievement and performance, and making 
sure that students reach them before being 
awarded a high school diploma" ..••..••.•........• 

Getting schools more involved in emphasizing 
basic values, such as personal responsibility, 
respect, and good citizenship - ..................... 

Providing tax credits and deductions to help 
ensure that all qualified students are able to 
afford a college education" ............................ 

Establishing meaningful standards for student 
achievement and performance, and holding 
the education system accountable for 
achieving those standards - .......................... 

Increasing opportunities for non-college
bound students, by expanding 
apprenticeships and school-to-work 
programs" ....................................................... 

Providing "Hope Scholarships' that makes two 
years of community college available to every 
student who works hard and achieves good 
grades - ......................................................... 

Making a greater commitment to early 
childhood education, by expanding the 
availability of pre-kindergarten and Head Start 
programs" ...................................................... 

• Asked of one-half the respondents (FORM A). 

.. Asked of one-half the respondents (FORM B). 


69 26 2 

59 33 4 

57 30 8 

52 37 8 

49 39 8 

47 34 10 

41 38 16 

39 41 14 

36 42 17 

35 36 18 

32 ~5 20 

2 

3 

[57] 

[58] 

3 

2 

2 [68] 

[69] 

4 

7 

4 

2 

[60] 

[66] 

[67] 

4 2 [61] 

4 1 [65] 

9 2 [64] 

12 [63] 

'{ 


\' 



Q.13 (conrd) .. 

Making sure that every school has c:;omputers 
and is wired for the Internet, by the year 2000, 
so that students can benefit from the new 
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"~I' '"" 

Extremely' Very Somewhat Less Not 

Important . Important Important Important Sure 


information superhighway ............................ . 30 34 21 12 3 
[70] 

. Passing a new ~G.I. Bill' for the 21st century 
that gives people lifetime access to training . 
and skill' development throughout their 
working careers .............................. ~ .............. 19 31 30 17 3 [59] 

Instilling a spirit of reform and innovation in the 
public schools, with programs like charter 
schools to provide new altematives and 
greater choice  ............................................ . 17 27 33 17 6 [62] 

• Asked of one-half Iherespondents (FORM A). 
- Asked 0' one-half the JeSpOndents(FORM B). 

14a. 	 VVhat is your reaction to the idea of establishing meaningful national standards for what students should be 
expected to leam and achieve in basic skill areas such as reading and math-very favorable, somewhat 
favorable, neutral, somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable? . 

Very favorable .................. 66 [71] 

Somewhat favorable ........ 18 

Neutral ............. :................ 8 

Somewhat unfavorable ..... . 3 

Very unfavorable ............... 4 


Not sure........................... .1 


14b. . Would you say that we already have meaningful national standards for what students should be expected to 
leam and achieve in basic skill areas such as reading and.math, or that we do not currently have these kinds of 
national standards? 

We already have national standards ........................ 26 [72] 

We do not currently have national standards........... 59 


Some of both (VOL) ............................................ :... 6 

Not sure................................................................... 9 


. . . 
15a. And do you think it is a good idea or a bad idea for the federal government to be involved in promoting 

national standards for students in basic skill areas such as reading and math? 

Good idea .................................................. . 67 (73] 

Bad idea ................................................. : .. .. 22 

Some of both (VOL) ................................. . 6 

Not sure .................................................... . 5 
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15b. 	 Let me read you two statements about Ilayingthe federal gov~mment be involved in promoting national 
standards for students in basic sklll areas such as reading and math. After you hear them both. please tell me 
one of these statements you agree with more. 

Statement A: The federal govemment ~hould be involved in promoting nationai standards. because we have 
a national interest as a country to enCourage excellence in education for students wherever they live. and to 
hold schools more accountable for giving students the education they need. ( 

Statement B: The federal govemment should not be involved in promoting national standards, because 
federal involvement would mean too much interference with state and local control of public schools. 

Statement Npro-involvement ..................... 58 (74] 

Statement B/anti-involvement ............. ....... 35 


Some of both (VOL) .....•....•.......•........ :...... • 6 

Not sure.................................................... 1 


16a. 	 There is some talk that President Clinton might propose new efforts by the federal government to encourage 
states and local school districts to participate in a national test to measure reading skills for all 4~h grade 
students and math skills for all 8th grade students. 

lMlat woul~ your reaction be if President Clinton proposed new efforts by the federal government to encourage 
states and local school districts to participate in a national test to measure reading skills for all 4th grade 
students and math skills for all 8th grade students-very favorable, somewhat favorable, neutral, somewhat 
unfavorable, or very unfavorable? 

Very favorable .....•............ 48 (75] 

Somewhat favorable ........ 29 

Neutral.............................. 8 

Somewhat unfavorable .... 7 

Very unfavorable .............. 7 


Not sure.......................... 1 
 ( 
\ 

16b. 	 lMly would you feel that way if President Clinton proposed new efforts by the federal government to encourage C 
~'... 

states and local school districts to participate in a national test to measure reading skills for all 4th grade 
students and math skills for all 8th grade stUdents? To your way of thinking, what are the advantages or 
disadvantages of this kind of a national testing proposal? 

(PROBE:) Are there any other reasons why you think it might be a good Idea or a bad idea for the federal 
govemment to encourage states and local school districts to participate in a national test to measure reading 
and math skills? - (76-83J 

Net Advantages 	 65% Net Disadvantages 29% 

,/ 

Have all states, country on the same level 21 

Need to know where we need to improve 17 

Focus people on where our children should be 7 

It .is a good idea 6 

Will make teaching establishment more accountable 4 
-----------------------------

Federal govemment should not be involved 12 

It may not work for everyone 6 

e cost of the testing 4 

It is not needed 3 

It is a waste of federal funding 2 
--------------------------

Don't know; no response 7% 

- Asked of one-half the respondents (FORM B). 
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160. 	 I'm going t~' read :you some reasons that people might giVe· for 'supporti.,g a new effort by the federal 
government to encourage states and local school districts to participate in a national test to measure reading 
and math skills. For each one, please tell ine whether you think it is a very convincing reason, a fairly 
convincing reason, just somewhat of a convincing reason, or not that convincing of a reason. 

THIS TABLE HAS-BEEN RANKED BY THE PE~CENTAGE \l\lHO SA Y VERY CONVINCING REASON 

Very Fairly Somewhat Not That· 
Convincing Convincing Convincing Convincing Not 

Reason ~ Reason A Reason ~ 

In a country where many people often move from 
state to state, we need a common national 
standard of what students should be achieving in 
basic skills such as reading and math - ................. 

American students conSistently score less well 
than students in· Europe and Japan on measures 
of educational achievement. and we need a 
national effort to assure wortd-class standards of 
excellence in America's schools - ........................ 

Our schools today are promoting too many· 
students who do not have basic skills they need; 
a national test could help reverse this trend, and 
target extra help to the students who need it......... 

Parents and taxpayers deserve to have a way of 
knowing how well their schools are performing, 
and a national test will help make schools more 
accountable for their performance - ................... . 

A nationalte.st would give local communities a 
tool for knowing how well their schools are 
performing compared to schools all over the 
country- ................................................................ . 

• Asked of one-half the respondents (FORM A)• 

.. Asked of one-half the respondents (FORM B). 


• 1358 20 	 8 1. [85] 

50 16 18 14 2 [87] 

49 20 16 14 1· [86] 

48 16 17 18 1 [88] 

44 28 16 11 1 [84] 

.,',' 

17a. 	 I'm going to mention some different kinds of people and groups that could be involved in developing and 
approving the kind of national reading and math test we have been talking about. For each one I mention, 
please tell me how much confidence you would have in that group being involved in develop.ing and approving 
a national test-a great deal of confidence, a fair amount. just some, or very littie confidence? 

How much confidence would you have in (READ ITEM) when it comes to developing and approving a national 
test-a great deal, a fair amount, just some, or very little? • 

THIS TABLE HAS BEEN RANKED BY THE PERCENTAGE \l\lHO SAYA GREATDEAL OR FAIR AMOUNT 

A Great A Fair Just Very Not 
Deal Amount Some Uttie Sure 

Reading and math teachers......; ........ 56 32 7 .3 2 [90] 

The U.S. Department of Education .... 26 35 19 16 4 [89] 

. State and local school boards............ 22 38 20 18 2 [91] 

Testing experts ................................... 25 33 19 18 5 [92] 

Business leaders ................................ 19 29 24 24 4 [93] 

Governors ........................................... 12 29 23 33 3 [94] 

• Asked of one-half the respondents (FORM A), 
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I'm going to mention some Way's' in which a national reading and math test might be used. For each one, 
please tell me whether yo~:ihlnlCthi; would be a very valuable use for a national test, a fairly valuable use, just 
somewhat of a valuable us~•.oi'riotreally avaluable use fora national, test. 

• I ~. 	 ' ' < , ' .' ':! ' 

THIS TABLE HAS BEEN RANKED BY THE PERCENTAGE lNHO SAY VERY VALUABLE 

Very Fairly Just Not Really Not 
Valuable Valuable Somewhat Valuable Sure 

A national test could help identify low-

performing schools that need to be 

improved ............................................... 59 14 16 11 [97] 


A national test could be used to make 

sure that students have mastered the 

basics before being promoted to the 

next level .............................................. 56 17 14 12 [98] 


A national test could help identify low-

performing students who need extra 

help and attention ................................. 48 19 17 14........ ' 2 [95] 


A national test could help raise the 

standards of excellence that students 

are expected to achieve ....................... 46 20 21 13 [96] 


•• Asked of one-half the respondents (FORM B). 

He. 	 Finally, some people say that the federal govemment should not be involved in establishing a national test in 
reading and math. because this will give the federal govemment too much power to create a national 
curriculum and a one-size·fits·all approach to education, when education should be under state and local ( 
control. 

Thinking back on everything we have discussed, who do you tend to agree with more-those who say that the (
federal government should be involved in encouraging states and local school districts to participate in a 
national reading and math test; or those who say that the federal government should not get involved in 
national student testing? . 

Federal govemment should be involved ............. .. 55 [99] 

Federal government should not get involved ....... . 33 


Some of both (VOL) ............................................ . 9 

Not sure .............................................................. . 3 


FACTUALS: These last few questions are for statistical purposes only. 

F1. 	 How old are you? (IF REFUSED, ASK:) Well. can you tell me which age group you belong to? Are you in the 
age group 18 to 24, 25 to 29, 30 to 34, 35 to 39, 40 to 44, 45 to 49, 50 to 54, 55 to 59, 60 to 64, or 65 and 
over? 

18-24............................5 [100] 

25-29............................ 9 

30-34............................ 9 

35·39............................ 11 

40-44............................ 13 

45-49............................ 11 

50-54 .................... :....... 9 

55-59............................ 8 

60-64............................ 7 

65 and over .................. 18 

Refused ....................... . 


\ . " 



F2. . What type;of wOrttdo you do? 

Professionallmanager...~..•...••.•....•~................ 21 [101] 


White collar worker ........................................ 21 


Blue collar worker .......................................... 22 


Fanner............................................................ 1 


Student........................................................... 2 


Homemaker.................................................... 7 


Retired............................................................ 22 


Unemployed ........................................... :....... 3 


.Never worked/not sure................................... 1 


F3. What is the last grade you completed in school? 

Grade school .................................. :......................... 2 [102] 
Some high school..................................................... 6 
High school graduate ........... ·..................................... 25 
Some college, no degree ..:...................................... 19 
Vocational training, 2-year college .................. ~........ 9. 
4-year collegeJbachelor's degree ............................. 20 
Some postgraduate work, no degree ........ :.............. 4 

.2-3 years' postgraduate work, master's degree....... 12 
Doctoral degreeJ1aw degree ..................................... 3 
Not sure ................................................................. . 

F4a..What is your current marital status? 

Married .............................................. 66 [103] 

Single/never married......................... 16 

"Divorced ............................................ 9 

Widowed .......................................... 9 


Not sure/refused; ........................... .. 


F4b. Do you have any children under age 18 living in your household at this time? 

Yes, have children ...................... . 38 CONTINUE [104] 

No, do not have children ........... .. 62 SKIP TO Q.F5a 

Not sure ...................................... . 


(ASK ONLY OF RESPONDENTS WHO SAY THEY HAVE CHILDREN 18 OR UNDER IN HOUSEHOLD IN Q.F4b.) 
F4c. Do the children in this household attend public school or private school, or are they not yet of school age? 

Yes, Have Children In School 
Have children in public school................................ 73 [105] 
Have children in private/parochial schooL. ............ 10 
Have children in both public and private school...:. 3 
Not sure what kind of school/refused .............. ....... 1 

No, Do Not Have Children In School.................... 13 

Not Sure If Have Children In School ................... .. 
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(ASK EVERYONE.) 

F5a.' . How would you describe your overall pOint of view in tenns of the political parties? Would you say you are 
 (mostly Democratic, leaning Democratic, completely independent, leaning Republican; or mostly Republican? 

(
Mostly Democratic ............................ 30 [107] 

leaning Democratic .................... .....• . 12 

Completely independent..... ........ ...... 18 

leaning Republican ..... :................... 15 

Mostly Republican ...................... ...... 22 

Not sure........................................... 3 


F5b. 	 Thinking about your general approach to issues, do you consider yourself to be liberal, moderate, or 
conservative? 

Uberal.................................... 20 [108] 

Moderate .................. :............. 41 

Conseniative ....... ................... 35 

Not sure................................ 4 


F6. 	 How would you describe the area in which you live-a large city, a medium to small city, a suburb near a city. a 
small town that is not near a city. or a rural or country area? 

large city.................................................. 21 [109] 

Medium to small city .......... ...................... 26 

Suburb near a city ..:................................. 21 

Small town that is not near a city ............. 18 


. Rural or country area ...... ~........................ 14 

Not sure ................................................. .. 


(
F7. 	 If you added together the.yearly income of all the members of your family who were living at home last year. 

would the total be less than $10.000. between $10,000 and $20,000. between $20.000 and $30,000. between 
$30.000 and $40.000. between $40.000 and $50.000. between $50.000 and $75.000. between $75.000 and 
$100.000. or would the total be more than that? . 

less than $10.000 ..,................................ 6 [110] 

Between $10.000 and $20.000............... 10 

Between $20.000 and $30.000............... 14 

Between $30.000 and $40.000............... 16 


. Between $40.000 and $50.000............... 13 

Between $50.000 and $75.000............... 18 

Between $75.000 and $106.000............. 8 

More than $100.000................................ 6 

Not sure/refused .................................... 9 


F8. 	 Finally. are you from a Hispanic or Spanish-speaking background? (IF "NO," ASK:) What is your race-white. 
black. Asian. or something else? 

Hispanic.................................................. 4 [111] 

White....................................................... 80 

Black....................................................... 10 

Asian....................................................... 1 

Other ......................................... :............. 4 

Refused ........................................ :......... 1 




, '. : . ~ 

FSa. In what religion were you brought up? 

Protestant.................................... 
Catholic....................................... 
Jewish......................................... 
Other ................. :......................... 
None............................................ 
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55 CONTINUE [131] 
28 
2 SKIP TO 
11 
2 VAUDATION 

Not sure/refused ....................... 2 

(ASK ONLY OF PROTESTANTS IN Q.F9a) 
FSb. 	 Would you describe yourself as either a fundamentalist or an evangelical Christian, or would you not describe 

yourself that way? 

Yes, fundamentalistlevangelicalJboth ..................... 17 [132] 

No, neither fundamentalist or evangelicaL............. 32 

Not sure.................................................................. 6 


Non-Protestants (Q.FSa).......................................... 45 
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Number of Interviews: 1,002 voters 

Throughout this report, wewiU use special terminology in referring to several subgroups . 

of the electorate. For the reader's benefit, those terms that are not self-explanatory are 

Interview Dates: 

Survey Type: 

Special Ternls 

defined below. 

Area 

Northeast (24 %) 

Midwest (23%) 

South (32%) 

West (21%) 


Occupation 

Professionals/managers (21 %) 

White collar workers (21 %) 

Blue cOllar workers (22%) 

Retirees (22%) 


Education 

High school or less (33%) . 
Some college (28%) 
College graduate or more (39%) 

Men/non-college,.educated (21 %) 
Men/college-educated (28%) 
Women/non-college-educated (22%) 
Women/college-educated (29%) 

January 21-24, 1997 

Telephone 

For purposes of analysis, the 'United 

States has been divided into four 

areas. 


In Q.F2, voters were asked what type 
of work' they do and categorized' 
accordingly. 

In· Q.F3, voters were asked what the 
last grade they completed in school 
was. Some college includes voters 
who have completed some college 
with no degree or reCeived vocational 
training or a two-year college degree. 
Non,-college-educated voters have 
completed vocational training or a two
year college degree, while college
educated, voters have completed 

. some college with no degree. 

GARINHARTYANG RESEARCH GROUP 




ii 	

( 
(Religion 

White evangelicals (14%) In Q.F9a, voters were asked in what (
Catholics (28%) 	 religion they were brought up. White 


(Q.F8) evangelicals are Protestants 

who describe themselves as either 

fundamentalist or evangelical 

Christians (Q.F9b). 


Children In Household 

Children in household (38%) Voters were asked whether they have 

Fathers (19%) any children under age 18 living in 

Mothers (19%) their household at this time (Q.F4b). 


Public school children (28%) Voters with children in household 

Non-public school children (5%) were asked whether the. children 

Public school/low confidence (11%) attend public or private school 


.(Q.F4c). Non-public school children 
includes those who have children in 
private school, parochial school, or 
both public and private school. 

1996 Vote 	 ( 
Clinton voters (42%) In Q.1 b, voters were asked for whom 

Dole voters (33%) they voted in the election for president 

Perot voters (5%) this past November. 


Political Ideology 

Left (31%) 	 This group includes voters who either: 

1) describe their overall point of view 
in terms of the political parties as 
mostly Democratic (Q.F5a) and do not 

. consider themselves . to be 
c~nservative in their general approach· 
to issues (Q.F5b); or 

2) descriQe themselves as leaning 
Democratic,· completely independent, 
or not sure and consider themselves 
to be liberal. 



iii 

Political Ideology (cont'd) 

Center (33%) 

Right (33%) 

Priorities 

Education higher (33%) 

These voters either: 

1) are mostly or leaning Democratic 
and consider themselves to be 
conservative; or 

2) are .Ieaning Democratic, completely 
independent, leaning Republican, or 
not sure and consider themselves to 
be moderate; or 

3) are leaning or mostly Republican 
and consider themselves to be liberal. 

This group includes voters who either: 

1) are leaning Republican, completely 
independent, or not sure, and 
consider themselves to be 
conservative; or 

2) are mostly Republican and do not 
consider themselves to be. liberal. 

These voters either: 

1) rate improving education and the 
schools as an extremely important 
goal that's one of the top few priorities 
they want the President to work on 
(Q.5), and do not rate balancing the 
federal budget as extremely important; 
or 

2) rate improving education and the 
schools as very important, and rate 
balancing the federal budget as· 
somewhat important, less important. 
or they are not sure how to rate it. 
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Priorities (cont'd) 

Budget higher (20%) 

Both high (45%) 

Federal Education Role 

Favor more (49%) 

"" .' 

These voters either: 

1) rate balancing the federal budget as 
extremely important, and do not rate 
improving education and the schools 
as extremely important; or 

2) rate balancing the federal budget as 
very . important, and rate improving 
education and the schools. as 
somewhat important, less important, 
or they are not sure how to rate it. 

These voters either rate both
improving education and the schools· 
anQ balancing the federal budget as 
extremely important, or they rate them 
both as very important. 

This group includes either voters: 

1) who say that, from what they know, 
the federal government is not doing 
too much when it. comes to dealing 
with the issue of education (0.11a), 
and say that, looking ahead, they are 
more concerned· that the federal 
government will not be involved 
enough in doing what's necessary to 
improve our schools and meet the 
country's educational needs (0.11 b); 
or 

2) who say that the federal 
government is doing too little in 
dealing with education, and that they 
are not sure how involved the federal 
government will get in education, or 
volunteer that the federal government 
will be both too involved and not 
involved enough, or that the 
government will be neither too 
involved nor not involved enough. 

(
(i 

(' 

( 




Federal Education Role (cont'd) 

Mixed (20%) 

Oppose more (28%) 

, : . ',' 

These voters either: 

1) say that the federal government is' 
. doing too little when it comes to . 
dealing with education. and that they , 
are more concerned that the federal 
government -will get too involved in 
education and interfere with things 
that are better left to the states and 
local communities; or 

2) say that the federal government is 
doing' too much in dealing with 
education, and that they are more' 
concerned that the federal 
government will not be involved 
enough in the issue of education.. 

This group includes voters who either: 

1) say that the federal government is 
. not doing too little in dealing with· 
education, and that they are more 
concerned that the fede,ral 
government will get too involved in the 
issue of education; or 

2) say that the federal government is 
dOing too much' in dealing with 
education. and that they' are not sure 
how involved the federal government 
wiUget in education, or volunteer that 
the federal government will be both 
too involved and not involved enough, 
or that the government will be neither 
too involved nor not involved enough. 

",', " .. 

~: 
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Need For Change 

Keep the same (44%) 
Major changes (33%) 
Overhaul (21%) 

Type Of Change 

Major change/public (35%) 
Major change/private (16%) 

. Local Schools 

Positive (53%) 
. Just fair (20%) 
Negative (25%) 

Voters were asked their opInion of (
how well the public education system 
is working (0.6). Keep the same 
includes those who say that the public 
education system works pretty well as 
it exists now or that some changes are 
needed, but basically it should be kept 
the same. 

Major changes or overhaul voters 
either say that they would be more 
likely to favor doing what is necessary 
to improve the quality of education in 
public schools-public-or say that 
they would be more likely to favor 
using . tax-funded vouchers or. tax 
deductions (0.10/Form A) or using 
. some of the tax money we now spend 
on public schools (0.10/Form B) to 
help parents pay for the cost of 
sending their children to private or 
religious schools-private. 

Voters we asked to rate' the public 

schools in their local community 

(0.9b/Form A) or the quality of 

education students receive in their 

local public schools (0.9d/Form B). 

Positive includes those who say the 

schools or the quality of education are 

excellent or good, while negative 

-includes those who say they are not 

so good or poor. 




National Standards 

Favorablelwith feds (53%) 
Favorable/not feds (31%) 

Not favorable (12%) 

" ,.' ",,' . " 

'" .' 
, ~ , ... 

Voters who say that their reaction to 
the idea of establishing meaningful 
national standards for what students . 
should be expected to learn and 
achieve in basic skills such as reading 
and math is very or somewhat 
favorable (0':14a) either say that they 
agree with the statement "The federal 
government should be· involved in 
promoting national standards, 
because we have a national interest 
as a country to encOurage excellence 
in education for students wherever 
they live, and to hold schools more 
accountable for giving students the 
education they need" (Q.15b)-with 
feds-or do not say that they agree 
with this statement-not feds. 

These voters either are somewhat or 
very unfavorable to the· idea of 
establishing. meaningful nationals 
standards; or they are not favorable,' 
,and agree with the statement, "The 
federal government should not be 
involved in promoting national 
standards, because· federal 

. involvement would mean too much 
interference with state and local 
control of public schools" (Q.15b). 
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National Test 

Strong supporters (36%) 

Weak supporters (40%) 

Non-supporters (19%) 

" , 

These voters say that they are very 
favorable of the federal government's 
encouraging states and local school 
districts to participate in a national test 
to measure reading skills for all 4th 
grade students and math skills for all 8th ' 
grade students (Q.16a), and, at they 
survey's end, that they tend to agree 
more with those who say that the 
federal government should be involved 
in encouraging states and local school 
districts to participate in, a national 
reading and math test (Q.17c). 

This group includes voters who either: 

1) are very favorable to the idea of the 
federal government's encouraging 
states and local schools to participate in 
a national test, and do not say that the 
federal government should be involved ( 
in encouraging local schools to \ 

participate in a national test; or \;;;:i' ( 

2) are somewhat favorable to the idea 
of the federal government's 
encouraging states' and local schools to 
participate in a national test. 

These voters either: 

1) are somewhat or very unfavorable 
to the ,idea of·the federal government's' 
encouraging states and local schools to 
participate in a national test; or 

2) are neutral to or not sure about the 

idea, and say that the federal 

government should not get involved in 

national student testing. 




. Clinton Base Voters (32%) These voters 

for whom they. voted 

,Clinton Swing Voters (15%) ... 

c. 

Open To Clinton (23%) 

say they voted for Bill . 
Clinton for president, or refused to say 

in Q.1 b, and 
either: 

1) say they strongly approve of the job· 
Bill Clinton is doing as president (Q.4), 
or 

. 
2) say they somewhat approve of the 
job Bill Clinton is doing as president, 
and describe their overall point of view 
in terms of the political parties as mostly 

. Democratic (Q.F5a). 

This group includes voters who either: 

1) say they voted for Bill Clinton and 
either do not say they strongly approve 
of Bill Clinton's job performance and are 
not mostly Democratic, or do not say 
they strongly or somewhat approve of 
the job Bill Clinton is doing as president 
. and describe themselves as mostly 
Democratic; or 

2) who refuse to say for whom they 
voted, say they somewhat disapprove 
of the job Bill Clinton is doing as 
president, and describe themselves as 

. mostly Democratic. 

This group includes either voters: 

1) who say they voted for Bob Dole, 
Ross Perot, or another candidate for 
president. and do not say that they 
strongly or somewhat disapprove of the 

. job Bill Clinton is doing as president; or 

2) who refuse to say for whom they 
voted for president, . do not describe 
themselves as mostly Democratic, and 
say that they somewhat approve of the
job Bill Clinton is doing as president or 
are not sure whether they approve or 
disapprove. 
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Not For Clinton (30%) These voters say that they strongly or 
somewhat disapprove of the job Bill 
Clinton is dOing as president and (
either: -" 

1) say they voted for Bob Dole, Ross 
Perot, or another candidate for 
president; or 

2) refuse to say for whom they voted, 
and do not describe themselves as 
mostly Democratic. 

This report is confidential and inte~ded solely for the use of our client. Any 

reproduction,publication, or release without the express written consent of Peter D. 

Hart Research Associates, Inc. is strictly prohibited. If this agreement is violated, we ( 
\ ,I 

reserve the right to make public the full contents of this report to correct any misleading \ 

disclosure. 

( 
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The Sample: 

This study is based on a statistical sample that provides a representative. cross 

section of the adult population of the United St~tes, excluding Alaska and Hawaii. 

The study was conducted by telephone among a sample of 1,002 adults age 18 

and older at 210 randomly determined localities throughout the country between 

January 21 and 24, 1997. Overall, this poll has an margin of error of ±3.2%. 

The sample is of a multistage' cluster design using recent population 

estimates from the Bureau of the Census for states and 1990 U.S. Census at each 

subsequent stage. In all, 210 cluster~ach representing a maximum of five 

interviews-were apportioned among the' 48 contiguous states in a systematic 

random fashion. The states were first stratified by population size; then, clusters 

were randomly assigned to the states proportionate to each state's share of the 

total U.S. population. 

In the second stage, counties within states were ranked by population size 

using 1990 Census data, and each state's clusters were assigned to counties in a 

systematic random fashion proportionate to each county's share of the state's total 

population. 

In the final stage, cities, towns, and other census subdivisions within the . 

sampled counties were stratified by population size, using 1990 Census data. 

Clusters were then assigned to localities by random means proportionate to each 

locality's share of the total county population. All major cities were taken one step 

further, to specific census tracts, using the same procedure. 
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After all the clusterS been assigned to specific localities, residential 

telephone nUl'Dbers were secured from appropriate directories to serve as "seed" 

numbers for a random-digit dialing system. A constant was added repeatedly to 

change. only the last two. digits of each "seed" number in order to generate 

additional telephone numbers and bring every telephon~-equipped household, 

listed or unlisted, into the sample. 

Telephone interviews were conducted with 1,002 randomly determined 

respondents at 210 locations th roughout the United States. After· the interviews 

had been completed, .a subsample of respondents was recontacted to verify that 

the interviews were legitimate and that the data had been recorded accurately. 

The questionnaires were coded, keypunched, and tabulated on standard computer 

equipment. 

In reading the data, keep in mind that the results are subject to sampling 

error-Le., th~ difference between the results obtained from the sample and those 

that would be obtained by surveying the entire adult population. The size of a 

sampling error varies with the sample size and to some extent with the percentage 

of respondents giving a particular answer. The following table sets forth the range 

of error in the sample and subsamplesof different sizes and at different 

percentages of response. 

C
., 

( 

t 
(, 


.( 



RECOMMENDED ALLOWANCE FOR SAMPLING ERROR , .; 

\'
.' 

1000 800 600 500 400 200 100 
% % % % % % % , 

{Percentages near 10 2 2 2 3 3 4 6 
'

Percentages near 20 3 3 3 4 4 5 8 


Percentages near 30 3 3' 4 5 5 6 9 


Percentages near 40 . 3 3 4 5 5 6 10 


Percentages near 50 3 4 4 5 5 6 10 


Percentages near 60 3 3 4 5. 5 6 10 


Percentages near' 70 3 3 4 5 5 6 9. 


Percentages near 80 3 3 3 4 4 5 8 


Percentages near 90 2 2 2 3 3 4 6 


* 	 The chances are 95 in 100 that the actual sampling error is not larger than 
the figures shown. All ranges are plus or minus. Thus, were a sample of 
1000 voters to split 50/50 on a question, the odds would be 95 in 100 that 
the true split in total' population would not be greater than 53,47. 
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------- --------- ------ ------ ____________________ 

Area 
_____ 

80th North- Mid-
high east west South ___ A. . 

PETER D. ~ART RESEARCH ASSOCIATES 

Column 6000 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/30/97 January 21-24. 1997 

OVERVIEW OF THE ELECTORATE 

Party Po11t1cal 
1996 Vote Other Identification Ideology Priorities __ •• ________ ______ ...____ • ____ • _____ a_a_o__ _ __________________________._.___• __________ •• ____ • _________ ••~. a.Da~.Banner 1 

Clinton Clinton 
All Clinton Dole Perot base swing Open to Not for Demo- Inde- Repub- Education Budget

Voters voters voters voters voters voters Clinton Clinton crats pendents licans Left Center Right higher higher 
----~- ------- -~---- ------ -.---- .. ------. ~------ ~----. ------ ------ ---~----- ------

Unweighted number of 1002 435 307 53 338 . 152 229 283 442 209 351 330 336 310 340 193 452 239 232 323 208 
respondents 

Unweighted 100% 43% 31% 5% 34% 15% 23% 28% 44% 21% 35% 33% 34% 31% 34% 19% 45% 24% 

proportion of total 

electorate. 


Weighted number of 1002 418 327 56 . 318 151 233 299 418 210 374 313 335 328 334 197 453 237 
respondents * 

Weighted proportion 100% 42% 33% 5% 32% 15% 23% 30% 42% 21% 37% 3U 33% . 33% 33% 20% 45% 24% 
of total electorate * 

23% 32% 

234 

. ,'

23%; 

?} . 
* To ensure an accurate representation of voters nationwide. weights were applied to age. race. and 1996 congressional vote. Pl ease refer to the differences in the wei ghted~.:· . 
and unweighted proportions to see what effects weighting has had on the sample. ·~rV;:;:~ 
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PET E R 'D,~i AR'r"R'E SE A R'CH A,S SO CI,AT ES 

Column 6000 

1/27/97 

'National Education 
Study #4838 

January 21·24, 1997 

* To ensure an accurate representation of voters nationwide, weights were applied to age, race, and 1996 congressional vote, Please refer to the differences in the 
and unweighted proportions to see what effects weighting has had on the sample,
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PET [R D. H ART RES [ A RC HAS SOC I A T [ S 

Column 6000 National Education 
Study #4838 

1127/97 January 21-24. 1997 

OVERVIEW OF THE ELECTORATE 

Sex Age Occupation Nonretired Income Race 
______ ~ ___ w_·D===~__==~==__ __ . ______ .. ____ . ______ . __ .. ~ ____======_=_=~==_== _c==-__ __aa---=--- . ___ . ________=e~===--D_Q=.--==--Banner 3 

Pr'ofes- White Blue 
All 65 and Sionalsl collar collar More than $50.000· $30.000- Less than 

Voters Men Women 18·29 30-39 40·49 50~64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75.000 $75.000 $50.000 $30;000 Whites Blacks' gelicafs, 
----*- ----- .-._.- ----- ----- ----- ----- .. _--- .... _--- ---~--- ------- ~------- --------- ------~- -------- --------- -~---- ------

Unweighted number of 1002 492 510 116 202 245 253 183 210 206 221 226 135 162 233 188 777 118 
respondents 

Unweighted 100% 49% 51% 12% 20% 24% 25% 18% 21% 21% 22% 23% 13% 16% 23% 19% 78% 12% 13% 28% 
proportion of total 
electorate 

Weighted number of 1002 494 508 139 200 238 246 176 212 209 221 220 136 163 238 188 805 97 
respondents * 

Weighted proportion 100% 49% 51% 14% 20% 24% 24% 18% 21% 21% 22% 22% 14% 16% 24% 19% 80% 10% 
of total electorate * 

.
* To ensure an accurate representation of voters nationwide. weights were applied to age. race. and 1996 congressional vote, Please refer to 'the differences in the 
and unweighted proportions to see what effects weighting has had on the sample. 
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OVERVIEW OF THE ELECTORATE;7.' 

Children In Household Education Education: Sex Type Of Area 
Banner 4 

Non-
Children Public public Public. High College Men/non- Men/ Women/non- Women/Medium/ SmalJ 

All in school school school/low school Some graduate college- college- college- college- Large small town~ 
Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city city Suburb I"ural~ 
- - - - . - ~ ~ - - _.. - - - - - - - ...... "' .. _...... - - _............ - _.. - - - - - ~ - _.... - - - - - _.. - .. - - - - _.... - ... _.. - - - .. .. - - _.. - - _.. .. ........ - -.. - - - _.. _.. .. ~ ...... ..:.: "'y,~~'!:::::~j: 

-:.~:~~:.~; ~:), 
Unweighted number of 1002 377 188 189 279 50 110 339 279 381 210 280 223 286 217 255 
respondents 

Unweighted 100% 38% 19% 19% 28% 5% 11% 34% 28% 38% 21% 28% 22% 29% 22% 25% 
proportion .of total 
electorate 

Weighted number of 1002 379 190 189 278 50 109 334 279 386 209 284 218 288 209 256 213 319 
respondents * 

Weighted proportion 100% 38% 19% 19% 28% 5% 11% 33% 28% 39% 21% 28% 22% 29% 21% 26% 21% 32% 
of total electorate * 

* To ensure an accurate representation of voters nationwide. weights were ied to age. race. and 1996 congressional vote. Please refer to the differences in the 
and unweiQhted proportiop,-to see what effects weighting has had on the ~. .~ 
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KEY TO THE SYMBOLS USED IN THESE TABLES 

(m) Multiple responses accepted; totals may be greater than 100% .. 

. \ @ Percentages calculated only on the basis of those respondents who 
expressed an opinion; "not sure" responses excluded from calculations. 

+ Base too small to be statistically reliable. 

(VOL) Volunteered response. 

Note that on questions that are asked of only selected respondents, some 
subgroups may be too small for the percentages shown to be statistically. 
reliable. Please check the footnotes for each of this type of question in 
this survey to see which groups have become too small. 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 16 National Education 

1/31/97 
'" Study #4838 

January 21-24, 1997 

Q.1b. Did you vote in the election for president this past November, when the candidates were Bill Clinton, Bob Dole,' and Ross Perot? For whom did you vote - Bill 
Bob Dole, or Ross Perot? 

Party Political 
1996 Vote Otner Identification Id,eology Priorities ,Area 

Banner 1 ............ - ....... - - ......... -........ ===:::==:::==::==:==:=:===:==:::= .. .,............................................... ======a======.======" ................................................... 
Cl inton Cl inton 

All Cl inton Dole Perot base swing Open to Not for Demo- lnde- Repub Education Budget Botn North-, Mid-
Voters voters voters voters voters voters Clinton Clinton crats pendents' l i cans Left Center Right higner nig~er nigh east 

Tot'al 1002 418 327 56 318 151 233 299 418 210 374 313 335 328 334 197 453 237 234 322 210.' 

Voted 

Bill eli nton 42% 100% 85% 97% m 32% . 8% m 42% 9% 52% 23% 43% 47% 49% 38'; 34'; 

Bob Dole 33% 100% 49% 71% 5% 20% 70'; 4% 25'; 69% 21'; 49% 34% 26% 

Ross Perot 5% 100% 15% 7% 3% .12% 6% 2'; 9% 5% 6'; 5% 6% 4% 
-

Refused/Other (VOL) 20% 15% 3% 36% 22% 15% 36% 16% 17% 24% 17% 21% 23% 17% 23% 

Did not vote 

Not sure 

2 
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Column 16 National .Education 

Study #4838 


1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 


Q.1b. Did you vote in the election for president this past November, when the candidates were Bill Clinton, Bob Dole, and Ross Perot? For whom did you vote - Bill 

Bob Dole, or Ross Perot? . 


Federal Type 
Education Role Need For Change Of Change Local Schools National Standards National Test 

Banner 2 .............................. -....... ====================== ......... :.... _......... :.... ===============::======= ..................... ':''''''''' _................. -.................. =====================.========,S:=:.Il·.:,:~,' 


Keep MaJ or . MaJ or 
All Favor .Oppose the Major change/ change/ Just Favorable/ Favorable/ Not 

Voters more Mixed more same changes Overhaul public priVate Positive fair Negative withfeds not 
• ......... ___ .... _______ •••• _ ... __ a .............. ____ .......... ___________
.... _-_ ........... _............. 


Total 1002 491 201 282 446 326 209 352 159 527 202 247 531 309 116 

. ~ .. .::..:' ::. 

Voted 


Bill Cl inton 42% 55% 33% 24% 43% 45% 34% 49% 24% 42% 42% 40% 51% 35% 10% 


Bob Dole 33% 18% 45% 51% 29% 34% 39% 27"1. 56% 32% 33% 35% 24% 41% 55% 


Ross Perot 5% 7% 4% 5% 5% 6% 7% 7% 4% 6% 6% 5% 6% 5% 7% 


Refused/Other (VOL) 20% 20% 18% 20% 23% 15% 20% 17% 16% 20% 19% 20% 19% 19% 28% 


Did not vote 


Not sure 


- .. 
Strong Weale 

feds favorable supporters supporters 
...... _____ 

361 

55% 

25% 33% 

6% 5% 

14% 23% 
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PET E R D. HART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 16 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 JanuarY'21-24, 1997 

Q:1b. Did you vote in the election for president this past November, when the candidates were Bill Clinton, Bob Dole, and Ross Perot? For whom did you vote 
Bob Dole, or Ross Perot? 

Sex Age Occupation Nonretired Income Race 
Banner 3 ------------ ============================== .---.----~---.--~--- •• --- •• ---.-- ===================================== _._--_ .•• _---

Profes- Wilite Blue 
All 65 and sionals/ collar collar More than $50,000- $30,000- Less than 

Voters Men Women.18-29 30-39 40-49 50'64 over managers workers workers R~tirees $75,000$75,000 $50,000 $30,000 Whites Blacks gelicals' 
___ ••• _______________________ MaW __ •• _______ • _________ _. . 

Total 1002 494 508 139 200 238 246 176 212 1209 221 220 136 163 238 188 805 97 

Voted 

Bill Cl inton 42% 36% 47% 45% 40% 46% 38% 42% 40% 42% 44% 42% 39% 39% 39% 53% 38% 78% 

Bob Dole " 33% 36% 30% 30% 37% 29% 38% 27% 34% 36% 33% 27% 36% 35% 41% 21% 37% 4% 

Ross Perot 5% 6% 5% 9%- 6% 6% 4% 4% 6% 7% 5% 4% 5% 7% . 6% 7% 7% 

Refused/Other (VOL) 20% 22% 18% 16% 17% 19% 20% 27% 20% 15% 18% 27% 20% 19% .14% 19% 18% 18% . 

Did not vote 

Not sure 

2 
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PET E R O. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 16 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.1b. Did you vote in the election for president this past November, when the candidates were Bill Clinton, Bob Dole, and Ross Perot? For whom did you vote 
Bob Dole, or Ross Perot? 

Children In Household Education Education: Sex Type Of Area ___ ._. __ ~_. ______ . ___ • ____ .~ __ ••• _____ •________ ._~ ____ ~_ ======================== ________________________ * _______ • ___ ========================:DABanner 4 
Children Public Non-public Public High College Men/non- Men/Women/non- Women/ Medium! Small· 

All in . school school school/low school Some graduate college" college- college- college- Large small town/ 
Voters household Fathers Mothers chi ldren children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city city Suburb rural. 

Total 1002 379 190 189 278 50 109 \ 334 279 386 209 284 218 ·288 

Voted 


Bill Clinton 42% 41% 37% 45% 43% 38% 39% 47% 40% 39X 39X 34% 51% 45% 


Bob Dole 33% 35% 36% 34% 33% 50% 41% 26% 34% 37% 31% 39X 25% 33% 


Ross Perot 5% 6% 7% 6% 6% 4% 6% 6% 8% 4% 8% 5% 5% 5% 


Refused/Other (VOL) 20% 18% 20% 15% 18% 8% 14% 21% 18% 20% 22% 22% 19% 17% 


Did not vote 


Not sure 
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1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 


Q.1c. And in the election for U.S. House of'Representatives this past November, did you vote for the Democratic 'candidate or'the Republican candidate in your district? 

Party Political 
1996 Vote Other Identi Hcat ion Ideology Priorities 

Banner 1 -._--------- •• -- •• --- ========================:====== _._--_._._----------_.- =====~=========~==== _.._----.--- ..... -- .... 
. Clinton Clinton 

All Clinton Dole Perot base swing Open to Not for Demo- Inde- Repub Education Budget Both North
Voters voters voters vot,ers voters voters Cl inton Cl inton crats pendents 1i cans Left Center ' Right higher higher high east 

Total 1002 418 327 56 318 151 233 299 '418 210 374 313 335 328 334 197 453 237 
• c, '•• 

Voted for Democratic 43% 77% 9% 27"1. 84% 61% 21% 8% 84% 29% 5% 81% 44% 7% 56% 24% 43% 51% 46% 38% 38% 
candidate 

Voted for Republ i can 43% 13% 86% 51% 5% 26% 54% 82% 6% 39% 87% 7X 37% 84% 28% 63% 45% 39% 38% 47X 47% 
candidate 

Other (VOL) 3% 1% 2% 2% 2% 7% 3% 2% 8% 1% 3% 3% 3% 4% 2% 2% 1% 3% 

Did not vote (VOL) 2% 2% 1% 4% 2% 2% 3% 1% 2% 4% 1% 2% 3% 1% 1% 3% 2% 2% ,1% 

Not sure/can't 9% 7% 4% 16% 7% 9% 15% 6% 6% 20% 6% 7% 13% 5% 11% 8% 8% 7X 12% ' 
_....recall 
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Q.1c. And in tne election for U.S. House of Representatives tnis past November, did you vote for tne Democratic candidate or the Republican candidate in your district? 

Federal Type 
Education Role Need For Cnange Of Change Local Schools National Standards National Test 

Banner 2 ............... :" .......... _.o _........ ===========::========= ....... _........................... ======================= -_ ........................ _... _........... _............... ==:===========================_:::~, .., 
.''-0.,Keep Major Major 

All Favor Oppose the Major change/ change/ Just Favorable/ Favorable/ Not Strong Weak N~I;;.:,: 
Voters more Mixed more same changes Overhaul public pr.ivate Positive fair Negative wi th feds not 

....... - ........ - .... - .. _---- .... ---_ ..... _... - .... . ... _-- ...... -------_.- -----_ ... _

. Total 1002 491 201 282 446 326 209 352 159 527 202 247 531 309 116 
1 ...... _ . 

~;.;~:;:.~{:. 

Voted for DemOcratic 43% 59% 31% 21% 43% 47X 35% 51% 25% 43% 44% 44% 53% 34% 14% 

candidate 


Voted for Republican 43% .26% 57% 67% 43% 41% 47% 34% 63% 44% 43% 42% 33% 53% 71% 

candidate 


Other (VOL) 3% 2% 3% 4% 3% 3% 4% 3% 3% 2% 3% 3% 3% 3% 4% 

Did not vote .(VOL) 2% 3% 1% 1% 2% 2% 3% 3% 1% 1% 2% 3% 2% ,% 4% 

Not sure/can't 9% 10% 8% 7% 9X 7X 11% 9% 8% , 10% 8% 8% 9% 9% 7X 

recall 


.' 

': ; 

feds favorable supporters supporters support .... 
------_ ...... 

361 

56% 

32% 45% 

1% 4% 

2% 2% 

9% 9% 
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the Republican candidate in your district? 

Race 
.. -_.. .. ....... .. ... ... .... =========1 

$30,000 Whites Blacks gelica 

S05 97 
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-Column 17 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.1c. And in the election for U.S. House of Representatives this past November, did you vote for the Democratic candidate or 

Sex Age Occupation Nonretired Income 
Banner 3 '" .. .. .. .. ... ... .. .. .. ..... ============================== ............... _........ _.......................................... -: ===================================== 


Profes- White Blue ' 
All _ 65 and siona-ls/ collar collar More than $50,000- $30,000- Less than 

Voters Men Women 18-2930-3940-4950-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000-.--- .- .... -...... - .. .. -... ~ ....... - ..... _.................... .. 


Total 1002 494 50S 139 200 238 246 176 212 209 221 220 136 163_ 238 188 

Voted for Democratic 43% 39% 47% 40% 38% 49% 41% 48% 45% 39% 40% 49% 39% 40% 37% 53% 37% S8% 25% 52X-~ 
candidate 

Voted for RepUblican 43% 48% 3S% 45% 47% 37% 4S% 37% 41% 48% 46% 35% 49% 45% 48% 36% 4S% 7% 61% 35%., 
candidate 

Other (VOL) 3% 3% 3% 4% 2% 3% 3% 3% 3% 2% 4% 3% 2% 2% 4% 2% 3% 

Did not vote (VOL) 2% 3% 1% 4% 3% 1% 1% 2% 3" 1% 2% 2% 3% 3% 2% 2% 2% 2% 

Not sure/can't 9% 7% 11% 7% 10% 10% 7% 10% 8% 10% 8% 11% - 7% 10% 9% 7% 10% 3" 
recall 

5% 
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,1/31/97 , January 21-24, 1997 

Q.lc. And in the election for U.S. House of Representatives this past November, did you vote for the Democratic candidate or the Republican candidate in your district? 

Children In Household Education Education: Sex Type Of Area 
~._~ ___ .... _____ .. _. ___ .. _._ •... ____ .k. ___ .. _____ .*.___ __ ======================== ..• ____________ . _____ .*. ______ ._____ =======================a==Banner 4 


, Chi ldren Public Non-public Public High College Men/non- Men/ Women/non- Women/ Medium! Small ' 

All in school school school/low school Some graduate college- college- college- college- Large smaLL town! ". 


Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city city Suburb rur.al . 

__ ....... _________ ••••••• _~ _ __ • ______ ... _._ •• __ ... __ •••• __ "'_A __ 
..................... ---_ .... -------- _.*---_.** ---- ..... ~~- ._ ... ---

Total 1002 379 190 . 189 278 50 109 334 279 386 209 284 218 288 209 256 


Voted for'Oemocratic 43% 41% 37% 44% 42% 39% 38% 44% 45% 41% 38% 39% 49% 46% 55% 41% 

candidate 


Voted for Republican 43% 47% 51% 43% 46% 46% 51% 41% 41% 46% 47% 48% 35% 40% 34% 44% 

candidate 


) 
Other (VOL) 3% 2% 3% ' 2% 3% 2% 2% 3% 3% 3% 5% 3% 2% 3% 2% 4% 

Did not vote (VOL) 2% 2% 3% 1% 1% 3% 2% 2% 3% 3% 2% 1% 2% 

Not sure/can't 9% 8% 6% 11% 8% 13% 8% 9% 9% 8% 7% 7% 12% 11% 8% 9% 
reca.! 1 
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Q.2. Thinking about the way things are going in the country these days, would you say that you are very satisfied, somewhat satisfied, somewhat dissatisfied, 
dissatisfied with the direction of the country these days? ' 

1996 Vote 
Banner 1 .... _.. .. ... ...... .. ... .. ... ... ... .. ... .. ... ... ..... 

All Clinton Dole Perot 
Voters voters voters voters 

__ w ....... _ ........... ______ 


Total 1002 418 327 56 

Very satisfied 5% 9% 1% 


Somewhat satisfied' 41% 56% 29% 35% 


Somewhat 33% 23% 40% 40% 

dissatisfied 


Very dissatisfied 19% 9% 29% 22% 


Not sure 2% 3% 1% 3% 


~ Total Satisfied 46% 65% 30% 35%:a 
:t Total Dissatisfied 52% 32% 69% 62% 

~ :a ..... 
~ :c: 
C') 

::0 
8j 
~ 
::0 
() 
:t 
G) 
::0 
a 
c:: 
1:1 

Other 
===:::===::::===================== 
Clinton Clinton 

base swing Open to Not for 
voters voters Clinton Clinton 

_ ... ________ ..... ___ oo._ 

318 151 233 299 

12% 3% 3% 1% 

55% 53% 49% 16% 

24% 28% 32% 45% 

7% 13% 13% 38% 

2% 3% 3% 

67% 56% 52% 17% 

31% 41% 45% 83% 

Party Political 
Identification Ideology 

.............................. - ........ - .. OIl... ..... ===::====:::========== 


Demo- Inde-,Repub
erats, pendents lieans left Center Right 

.. ~ ... *_ ....... _ _ w_ .. _: ... _____ ........ ___ 


418 " 210 374 313 335 328 

8% 5% 2% 8% 6% 1% 

55% 36% 30% 52% 48% 26% 

25% 33% 41% 27% 29% 41% 

9% 24% 27% 9r. 15% 31% 

3% 2% 4% 2% 1% 

63% 41% 32% 60% 54% 27% 

34% 57% 68% 36% 44% 72% 

". ~':; 

, " 

Priorities 
...................................................... 


Education Budget Both North-
higher higher high east 

~._ .......... _ __ ............. __ ••• __ •• 


=========:r:=~;:=:I!:~~ 

334 197 453 237 234 322 210 

7% 4% 5% 5% 9% 4% 4% 
, , 

46% 28% 44% 45% 44% 

fi!'". 

,-fjl>"':;_
38% ,39% ' 

31% 39% 31% 30% 26% 

14% 28% 18% 18% 


2% 1% 2% 2% 4% 


53% 32% 49% 50% 53% 


45% 67% 49% 48% 43% 


;-.
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1!31!97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.2. Thinking about the way things are going in the country these days, would you say that you are very satisfied, somewhat satisfied, somewhat dissatisfied, 
dissatisfied with the direction of the country these days? 

Federal Type 
Education Role Need For Change Of Change Local Schools National Standards . National Test 

Banner 2 .. ---------------. ====================== -.-.--.-.--.-~. ======================= ---~ •••• - ••••.• -.-- ••• -- .• -- ••• :==============================='~t_Major·Keep Major 
All Favor Oppose the Major change! change! Just Favorable! Favorable! Not 

Voters more Mixed more same changes qverhaul public private Positive fair Negative with feds 
----- ---_._. -------- ----_..._---_. ------_. ~---- .--~-.-- .-.- .. -._. -_._------ .-.----.~ 

Total ,1002 491 201 282 446 326 209 352 159 527 202 247 531 309 . 116 
.. -:o~::~;-: :-.. 

:'';-. 

: 
,~" . 

Very satisfied 5% 6% 4% 5% 6% 4% 4% 4% 3% 6% 5% 3% 6% 5% 1% 

Somewhat satisfied 41% 47% 37% 33% 47% 42% 30% 40% 32% 45% . 44% . 34% 48% 35% 24% 

Somewhat 33% 30% 35% 36% 30% 33% 37% 34% 36% 33% 30% 32% 32% 32% 40% 
dissatisfied 

Very dissatisfied 19% 14% 23% 25% 14% 19% 28% 20% 28% 15% 18% 27% 12% 26% 34% 

Not sure 2% 3% 1% 1% 3% 2% 1% 2% 1% 1% 3% 4% 2% 2% 1% 

Total Satisfied 46% 53% 41% 38% 53% 46% 34% 44% 35% 51% 49% 37% 54% 40% 25% 

Total Dissatisfied 52% 44% 58% 61% 44% 52% 65% 54% 64% 48% 48% 59% 44% 58% 74% 

... 

. . .. 
Strong Weak 

not feds favorable supporters supporters 
-.-------. 

361 

9% 

47% 41% 

31% 33~ 

12% 19% 

1% 3% 

56% 45% 

43% 
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Q.2. Thinking about the way things are going In the country these days, would you say that you are very satisfied, somewhat satisfied, somewhat dissatisfied, 
dissatisfied with the direction of the country these days? . 

Sex Age occupation . Nonretired Income Race 
Banner 3 ============================== --.-.- •• -.---.-.-~--.--- •• ----.-- ===================================== .•..•.•. _---. =========== 

Profes- White Blue 
All 65 and sionalsl collar collar More than $50,'000- $30,000- Less than evan-

Voters Men Women 18-2930-3940-4950-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000 $30,000 Whites Blacks gelicals 
. . . ---_ ... _._- ------ ----- _.-_. ----- -_._. --_ ...._._-_ .. ---_._..---- .. --- ..... ----_ .... -- .... - ..... ---- --- .......-........_- ---_._-- .. . 


Tota'l 1002 494 508 139 200 238 246 176 . 212 '209 221 220 136 163 238 188 805 97 . 136 

:Verysatisfled 5% 6% 4% 4% 3%' 6% 6% 6% 3% 5% 6% 6% 5% 4% 5% 4% 5% 6% 2% " 

Somewhat satisfied 41% 41% 42% 47% 54% 42% 34% 33% 48% 44% 41% 37% 47% 47% 41% 40% 4;% 45% 

Somewhat 33% 31% 34% 32% 28% 34% 32% 38% 34% 30% 29% 35% 33% 30% 32% 33% 32% 33% 
dissatisfied 

Very dissatisfied 19% 20% 18% 14% 14% 17% 25% 20% 13% 20% 21% 20% 14% 18% 19% 19% 20% 14% 

Not sure 2% 2% 2% 3% 1% 1% 3% 3% 2% 1% 3% 2% 1% 1% 3% 4% 2% 2% 

Total Satisfied 46% 47% 46% 51% 57% 48% 40% 39% 51% 49% 47% 43% 52% 51% 46% 44% 46% 51% 

Total Dissatisfied 52% 51% 52% 46% 42% 51% 57% 58% 47% 50% 50% 55% 47% 48% 51% 52% 52% 47% 
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1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.2. Thinking about the way things are going in the country these days, would you say that you are very satisfied, somewhat satisfied, somewhat .dissatisfied, or very 
dissatisfied with the direction of the country these days? 

Children In Household Education Educat i on: Sex Type Of Area 
Banner 4 .. _.. _-------_ .. _---------- ••••• ---- •••••• -----_ .•••• --- :======================= ••• _------------------_.------- ..... -- ========================== 


Children Public Non-public Publ ic High College Men/non- Men/ Women/non- Women/ MediUII/ Small 

All in school school school/low school Sane graduate college- college- college- college- Large small ,town!


Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city city Suburb, 
........... --- -- .. -~-. ---.~--.-- --- .. -.... ---_.--" .- .. _... -~----.- -------. -~------ ---------- -------- ----- ------- -----

Total 1002 379 190 189 278 50 109 \ 334 279 386 209 284 218 288 209 256 

very satisfied 5% 4% 5% 3% 5% 4% 1% 5% 6% 5% 7% 6% 3% 4% 5% 


Somewhat satisfied 41% 45% 45% 45% 45% 45% 47% 39% 40% 45% 38% 43% 39% 44% 39% 40% 


Somewhat 33% 33% 30% 34% 32% 26% 29% 31% 33% 34% 29% 32% 34% 35% 36% 33% 

dissatisfied 


Very dissatisfied 19% 17% 19% 16% 17% 21% 23% 23% 19% 14% 25% 16% 22% 15% 17% 19% 17% 


Not sure 2% 1% 1% 2% 1% 4% 2% 2% 2% 1% 3% 2% 2% 3% 2% 3% 


Total Satisfied 46% 49% 50% 48% 50% 49% 48% 44% 46% 50% 45% 49% 42% 48% 44% 46% .~% 


Total Dissatisfied 52% 50% 49% 50% 49% 47% 52% 54% 52% 48% 54% 48% 56% 50% 53% 52% 
. 
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Column 5019 

1130/97 

0.3. VOLUNTEERED MOST IMPORTANT ISSUES, PROBLEMS. 

Total 

Taxes/Government Spending (net) 

Balance. the budget 

Tax system. taxes 

National debt. government spending 

Cut the size of government 

Education (net) 

Education 

Crime/Law ~nforcement (net) 

Crime. violence 

Drugs 

Elderly (net) 

Social Security issues 

Medicare 

Sen; ors' issues 

Continued 

PET E R D.' HART RESEARCH ASS 0 C I ATE S 

National Education 

Study #4838 


January 21-24. 1997 


OR GOALS RESPONDENT WOULD LIKE TO SEE TIlE PRESIDENT AND CONGRESS DO SOMETIlING ABOUT (m) 

All 

Voters 


1002 


281' 


12% 


9% 


8% 


2% 


21% 


2U 


19% 


14% 


7% 


181' 


10% 


7% 


3% 


Party 
Sex Age Identification Income. 

_____ ____ aa a ••• __ -- __ -~.------- _____----s~. ~ ~ -~==___ ___ ________________ __ •• ____a_~----_ -

Men Women 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 
-- .. - ---.-- -.-- --.-- ----- ----

494 508 139 200 238 246 

34% 22% 2'2% 32% 30% 32% 

16% 8% 5% .10% 13% 18% 

. 10% 8% 10% 15% 7% 8% 

9% 7% 9% 9% 9% 6% 

3% 1% 1% 3% 2% 3% 

16% 26% 281' 25% 27% 15% 

°16% 26% 28% 25% 27% 15% 

17% 20% 17% 20% 17% 20% 

13% 15% i6% 12% 11% 16% 

6% 8% 3% 9% 9% 7% 

16% 19% .14% 10% 15% 20% 

10% 10% 7% 6% 9% 10% 

7% 8% 6% 4% 3% 9% 

2% 5% 1% 2% 4% 3% 

Inde· Repub· More than $50,000
·pendents licans $75,000 $75,000 
--------. ----_. -----.--- -------

210 374 136 163 

30% 40% 38% 36% 

13% 17% 14% 19% 

7% 14% 15% 10% 

10% 10% 10% 8% 

3% 3% 3% 2% 

21% 17% 24% 20% 

21% 17% 24% 20% 

16% 16% 16% 19% 

12% 12% 11% 11% 

5% 5% 6% 9% 

13% 16% 13% 21% 

7% 10% 9% 12% 

5% 6% °3% 7% 

3% 2% U 4% 

$50,000 

238 

29% 

10% 7t 
11% 5% 

$30,OOO~c . 

----

9% 7%, 

3% 


22% 


22% 

.. 

181' 


13% 


6% 


10% 

6% 

4% 6(,:.:.: 
. ;' ".' 

2% 2%L:. ° 
'j', .. 

" ...~:. 

. 


65 and Demo· 
over crats 

-----.. ----
418 

17% 

7% 

5% 

6% 

1% 

25% 

25% 

23% 

17% 

9% 

22% 

11% 

9% 

4% 

176 

20% 

9% 

. 4% 

8% 

12% 

12% 

19% 

16% 

5% 

29% 

17% 

14% 

5% 
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Q.3. VOLUNTEEREO MOST IMPORTANT ISSUES, PROBLEMS. OR GOALS RESPONDENT WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE PRESIDENT AND CONGRESS DO SOMETHING ABOUT (m) 

Party 
Sex Age Identification Income 

_______ .. ___ ~=~==========a====~==~Q__c==*a _____ .~_~ ____ A __ • __ ._._ =__==_==a_==__ 
All 65 and Demo- Inde- Repub· More than $50.000- $30.000- Less than" 

Voters Men Women 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 over crats pendents li cans $75,000 $75.000 $50.000 $30.000 _"~ 
___ a_a' ___________ •• _________________ • ______________________ •• ________ - ____ a_a. _____________ ~~ ~.:. 

Health Care (net) 12l' 12l' "~2l'" 13,t 10l' 14.t' 14% 8% 1St 121' 8% 14l' 16l' 

Heath care 11% 11% 10% 1'2% 8% 12% 12% 7% 13% " 11% 7% 13% 14% 

Medicaid 2% 1% 2% 1% 2% 2% 2% 1% 2% U 1% 1% 2% ..... 

Welfare Reform (net) 12% 9% 14% 18% 14% 11% 12% 5% 15% 4t 13,t 16t 8% 

We 1fare reform 12% 9% 14% 18% 14% 11% 12% 5% 15% 4% 13% 16% 8% 

Jobs/Economy(net) 9l' In " 8% 6% 12% 10% . 9% 9% 11% 10% 7t 7t In 

The economy. 5% 6% 4% 1% 7% 5% 5% "5% 5% 5% 5% 4% 7% 

Jobs. unemployment 5% 5% 4% 5% 5% 6% 4% 4% 7% 5% 3% 4% 4% 4% ~%~~ 

Social Issues (net) 9t 6% 12t 11% 11% 9t 7% 7t 10% 8l' 7t 6% 

Homelessness 3% 2% 4% 5% 4% 3% 1% 3% 3% 3% 3% 2% 

Children's issues 2% U 2% 1% ~ ~ 1% 2% "1% 2% 2% 

Take care of problems at home. domestic policy 2% 2% 1% U ~ 1% 1% 1% 4% 1% 1% 

Racia 1 problems 1% U U 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% U 

Poverty U 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 

Civil rights U U 1% 1% 1% 1% "1% U 1% 

Teen pregnancy U 1% u 1% 1% 1% 

Continued 

5% 

10% 

5% 

U 

U 

2% 

1% 

9t 

2% 

2% 

2% 

2% 

1% 
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Q.3. VOLUNTEERED MOST IMPORTANT ISSUES. PROBLEMS. OR GOALS" RESPONDENT WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE PRESIDENT AND CONGRESS DO SOMETHING ABOUT (m) 

Party 
Sex Age Identification Income _________ ~ __ a_SDg_===a~_==D__~=a_====__=-a ____________ ~_------ ... -- __~=__=~_=_____a 

All 65 and Demo- Inde" Repub- More than $50.000- $30. 
Voters Men Women 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 over crats "pendents licans $75.000 $75.000 $50. 
------ -.. -- -.-_.- ---- -_ ... - ......... - - -- "._---- ----~- --------- ------ --------~ ._-----

Moral Issues (net) ax 10% 7% 5% 11% 6%' 9% lIt 3% 9% 14% at 5% 

Morals. values 4% 5% 4% 2% 5% 4% 6% 5% 1% 8% 6% 6% 2% 

Abortion issue 4% 5% 4% 3% 7% 3% 3% 6% 2% U 9% 2% 3% 

Other (net) 15% 16% 13% 14% 12% 14% 15% 17% 12% 22% 13% 14% 16% 

Honesty in government 4% 5% 2% 3% 3% 2% 5% " 4% 2% 7% 4% 4% 5% 

11lI1ligrati on 3% 3% 3% 4% U 2% 2% 4% 2% 3% 2% 3% 

The environment 2% 3% It U 2% 4% 2% 3% 2% It 3% 4% 

All other issues 7% 7% 7% 7% 6% 7% 8% 8% 6% 10% 7% 6% 7% 
I 

~ Nothing 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% It 1% U1:0-C!'! 

;1:1 Don't know; no response 3% 2% 4% 4% 1% 2% 2% 7% 3% 3% 3% 1% U 
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Party Pol itical 
I dent i fI cat ion Ideology Pri oriti es 

---------.---------.~-- ==============?===== -.---- •• --- •• -.-~-----. ============= 

Mid-· " 
west:South'~ 

234 322 

Q.4. Generally speaking, do·you approve .or disapprove of the job'Bill Clinton is doing as president?' Do you strongly (approve/disapprove) of the job Bill Clinton is doing 
president, or just somewhat (approve/disapprove) of the job.he is doing? 

1996 Vote 
Banner 1 .. --.--~--------- .. -

All Clinton Dole Perot 
Voters voters voters voters 
-.~--. ~----_ .. -_ .... --- .. 

Total 1002 418 327 56 

Strongly approve 18% 35% 2% 4% 

Somewhat approve 46% 59% 30% 58% 

Somewhat disapprove 17% 2% 33% 13% 

Strongly disapprove 15% 1% 32% 23% 

Not sure 4% 3% 3% 2% 

~ -
Total Approve 64% 94% 32% 62% 

::a Total Disapprove 32% 3% 65% 36% 
~ 

~ 
::a 
"""I 

~ 
~ 
C') 

::0 

~ 
~ 
::0 
C) 
:t 
G) 
::0 a 
c: 
\) 

Other 
=============================== 
Cl inton Cl inton 

base swing Open to Not for 
voters voters Clinton Clinton ------- _.. --.- ---- ... ----~.-

318 151 233 299 

55% 5% 

45% 81% 84% 

10% 52% 

2% 48% 

7"'{ 11% 

100% 81% 89% - . 91% 67% 33% 92% 73% 30% m 41% 66% 73% 70% 

12% 100% 6% 25% 64% 7% 23% 65% 19% 54% 31% 25% 24% 

DemO- Inde- Repub- Education Budget Both North
crats pendentsl·;cans·Left Center Right higher higher high east 

---_.- ----_. --_._. ------ -._._- --_._---- .. -....- ... - ... -.--.-----~ -~--.-

418 210 374 313 335 328 334 197 453 237 

35% 14% 2% 35% 20% 2% 24% 9% 19% 23% 20% 17% 14% 

56% 53% . 31% 57% 53% 28% 53% 32% 47% 50% 50% 41% 44x 

5% 14% 33% 5% 16% 30% 13% 23% 18% 15% 14% 

1% 11% 31% 2% 7% 35% 6% 31% 13% 10% 10% 

3% 8% 3% 1% 4% 5% 4% 5% 3% 2% 6% 
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Q.4. Generally speaking; do you approve or disapprove of the job Bill Clinton is doing as president? Do you strongly (approve/disapprove) of the job Bill Clinton is doing as 
president, or just somewhat (approve/disapprove) of the job he is doing? 

Federal Type 
Education Role Need For Chang'e Of Change Local Schools National Standards National Test 

Banner 2 .. __ ... __ .... __ ... ======:===:=======~=== _______________ ======================= __ ._ •• __ ._~. ___ • • ______ _6 _. __ •• 

Keep l!Iajor Major 
All Favor Oppose the' Major change/ change/ Just Favorablei Favorablel Not Strong 

Voters more Mixed more same changes Overhaul public private Positive fair Negative with feds 'not feds favorable supporters supporte ____ A_A. _____ . __ .. ________ .. ___ . __ •. _ ___ •___ .~._.--- ------- .. _.-._. ------- -------

Total 1002 491 201 282 446 326 209 352 159 527 202 247 531 309 116 361 

Strongly approve 18% 25% 10% 12% 21% 17% 14% 19% 9% 20% 16% 17% 23% 15% .6% 28% 

Somewhat 'approve 46% 54% 47% 32% 47% 48% 42% 51% 37% 47% 46% 44% 53% 39% 28% 52% 

Somewhat disapprove 17% 12% 21% 24% 17% 17% 17% 15% 20% 17% 20% 16% 14% 19% 27% 13% 

Strongly disapprove 15% 5% 18% 29% 10% 15% 23% 12% 32% 13% 14% 18% 7% 22% 34% 4% 

Not sure 4% 4% 4% 3% 5% 3% 4% 3% 2% 3% 4% 5% 3% 5% 5% 3% 5% 2% 

Total Approve 64% 79% 57% 44% 68% 65% 56% 70% 46% 67% 62% 61% 76% 54% 34% 80% 62% 41% 

Total D(sapprove 32% 17% 39% 53% 27% 32% 40% 27% 52% 30% 34% 34% 21% 41% 61% 

- . 

" 

17% 



"'i!f'.' ". ~ ••":.~·"f,//i:.r 
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Q.4. Generally speaking, do you approve or disapprove of the job Bill Clinton is doing as president? Do you strongly (approve/disapprove) of the job Bill 
president,·or just somewhat (approve/disapprove) of the job he IS doing? 

Sex Age occupation 
Banner 3 ------------ ============================== ---.--- •• -~-.-- ••• -- •.• -- •• -.- •• 

ALL 
Voters Men 

.-~ ••• 

Total 1002 494 

Strongly approve 18% 17% 

Somewhat approve ·46% 44% 

Somewhat disapprove 17% 18% 

Strongly disapprove 15% 18% 

Not sure 4% 3% 

i? 
 Total Approve 64% 61% 


Total Disapprove. 32% 36% 

~ 
;:t. 
):..
:a 
--I 

~ 
~ 
G') 

::0 rn 
(I) 

~ 
::0 

~ 
G) 
::0 a 
c: 
"1J 

Profes· White Blue 
65 and slonals/ cc;>llar coLLar· 

Women 18-29 30·39 40·49 50-64 over managers workers workers Retirees 
-.--~ .-~- • ••••• ----- .- •••• _-_ ••• - ••• - •• -.--.~- ------- -------

508 139 200 238 246 176 212 '209 221 220 

20% 18% 16% 21% 17% 22% 16% 19% 16% 23% 

48% 52% 53% 45% 40% 43% . 52% 45% 51% 42% 

17% 16% 18% 19% 18% 14% 17% 16% 17% 15% 

11% . 11% 12% 13% 19% 15% 12% 18% 13% 13% 

4% 3% 1% 2% 6% 6% 3% 2% 3% 7% 

68% 70% 69% 66% 57% 65% 68%. 64% 67% 65% 

28% 27% 30% 32% 37% 29% 29"" 34% 30% 28% 

Nonretired Income 
====:==:::=-::===:====:==-=:=::-=-::= 

Mo.re than $50,000- $30,000- Less than 
$75,000 $75,000 $50~000 

___ A_A_A. ________ •• _~ ____ ____ ._ ••• 

136 163 238 188 

17% 17% 18% 19% 

48% 46% 49% 49% 

16% 20% 17% 18% 

14% 16% 14% 11% 

5% 1% 2% 3% 

65% 63% 67% 68% 

30% 36% 31% 29% 

Race 
-- ••• -.-_ ••.• =====~=~~: 

_._ •• _ 

805 97 

22i ,:< 

45% 56% 40% 52%: .~ 

16% 34% 7% 

:: ;;' ~."" -." 

19% 4% 

17% 3% 

3% 3% 

61% 90% 


36% 7% 


-27% 
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1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.4. Generally speaking, do you approve or disapprove of the job Bill Clinton is doing as president? Do you strongly (approve/disapprove) of the job Bill Clinton is doing .as 
president, qr just somewhat (approve/disapprove) of the job he is doing? 

Children In Household Education Education: Sex 
___ e_. _________ . ________________ . _________________ ••. ___ ======================== ___ ••••• _____ • __________ ••••• ________Banner 4 
Children Public Non-public Publ ic High College Men/non- Men/ Women/non- Women/ Medil-.ml 

All in school school school/low school Some graduate college- coliege- college- college- Large small· 
Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence or less colleg~ or more educated educated educated educated city cit~ 

••• __ ••• __ _ •• ____ __ ••••••••• _ •• __ •• ______ .a •••• __~--_ ............... . __ ._----- ._._ ... 

Total 1002 379 190 189 278 50 109 \ 334 279 386 209 284 218 288 209 

Strongly approve 18% 17% 15% 19X . 19% 14% 14% 22% 20% 15% 19X 15% 23% 19X 23% 18% 

Somewhat approve 46% 47% 46% 48% 47% 36% 46% 46% 45% 47% 42% 46% 47% 48% 43% 48% . 

Somewhat disapprove 17% 20% 21% 20% 21% 21% 20% 13% 18% 20% 16% 19X 14% 19X ,.7% 16% 

Strongly disapprove 15% 14% 17% 11% 12% 23% 18% 14% 13% 16% 18% 17% 11% 11% 12% 17% 15% 

Not sure 4% 2% 1% 2% 1% 6% 2% 5% 4% 2% 5% 3% 5% 3% 5% 1% 4% 

Total Approve 64% 64% 61% 67% 66% 50% 60% 68% 65% 62% 61% 61% 70% 67% 66% 66% ¢It% 

Total Disapprove 32% 34% 38% 31% 33% 44% 38% 27% 31% 36% 34% 36% 25% 30% 29X 33% 

: 

..-' 

http:Medil-.ml
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Q.5. PROPORTIONS ~HO SAY SELECTED GOALS THAT PRESIDENT CLINTON MIGHT ~RK ON IN HIS SECOND TERM ARE EXTREMELY IMPORTANT 

Party Political 
1996 Vote Other Identification Ideology Priorities 

Banner 1 --------------------- =============================== --------------"----.--- ==================== -----------------------
Cl inton Cl inton 

AU Cl inton Dole Perot base swing Open to Not for Demo- Inde- Repub- Education Budget Both North-
Voters voters voters voters voters voters Cl inton Cl inton crats pendents I icans Left Center Right higher higher high east 
~ .. -.. ---_.-- ._.--- .----. --- .. -- .. -- ... ------- ----._. ------ --------- ------ -.---- ---_.- -... -- ..-.-._-- -_._-- _._--- -----

Improving education 48% 54% 41% 50% 60% 41% 48% 39% '56% 44% 42% 60% 46% 39% 68% 56% 49% 
and the schools 

Reducing crime and 48% 52% 42% 45% 52% 50% 47% 43% 55% 44% 42% 53% 46% 45% 48% 29% 59% 49% 
violence - 

Moving 'people from 44% 41% 43% 54% 44% 39% 46% 44%, 42% 39% 48% 41% 44% 45% 39% 41% 41% 41% ·39% 48;: ..37%' 
welfare to work 

Protecting Social 43% 49% 35% . 32% 56% 39% 39% 36% 50% 46% 35% 54% 41% 35% 43% 35% 49% 46% 45% 
Security and 
Medicare - 

Balancing ~he 40% 35% 47%' 52% 34% 35% 39% 51%' 34% 41% 48% 33% 38% 51% 76% 56% '39% 39% 
federal budget

i? Improving health ,38% 46% 30% 29%, 48% 43% 35% 27% 45% 39% 29% 47% 38% 28% 42% 23% 41% 45% 29% 
:tJ care coverage for / 
_ children 

~ '.;z: Reducing the federal 36% 30% 40% 45% 32% 27% 37% 45% 33% 31% 42% 31% 32% 44% ' 29% 43% 39% 39% 32% 
:a:.; tax burden on 
:tJ average families 

~ Helping families 26% 32% 21% 19% 36% 25% 21% 20% 31% 27% 20% ,38% 20% 20% 27% 13% 33% 30% 23% 
~ afford college and 
~ vocational training ** 

~ Reforming the 15% 15% 13% '15% 15% 17% 13% 16% 12% 22% 15% 14% 15% 16% 17% 13% 15% 15% 12% 11%' ',16% " 
r11 campaign finance 
(J) laws 

~ 
~ * Asked of one-half the respondents (Form A). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters,:r: standards/not favorable, and non-publ ic school chi ldren. ,

** Asked of one-half' the respondents, (Form B). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, 
G) school children, and public school/low confidence. ' 
::0 o 
c: 
~I 

• ,:; ...;.! 

_._- -
44% 

38% 53% 

' 

~ 
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Q.5. PROPORTIONS WHO SAY SELECTED GOALS THAT PRESIDENT CLINTON MIGHT WORK ON IN HIS SECOND TERM ARE EXTREMELY IMPORTANT 

Federal Type 
EdUcation Role Need For Change Of Change Local Schools National Standards National Test 

Banner 2 ----------_._----- ====================== ----- •••• _----- ======================= ••••. _--_ •• _•. _---------------- ================================ 
Keep Major Major 

All Favor Oppose the Major . changel changel Just Favorablel Favorablel Not Strong Weak Non- . 
Voters more Mixed, more same 'changes' Overhaul public private Positive fai,r Negative with feds not feds favorable supporters supporters supporters'

_._-- .---. ----- ------- -------- ------- -_ .. _-- -------- ----- -------- ---_._---- -- ... _---- -.* .. _._ .. -*------- --_ ... -..----~-

Improving education 48% 56% 52% 33% 42% 56% 51% 57% 48% 46% 47% 54% 54% 48% 24% 54% 49% 
and the schools 

Reducing crime and 48% 53% 51% 36% 45% 50% 49% 53% 46% 47% 50% 49% 52% 52% 21% 53% 49% 
violence ** 

Moving people from 44% 47% 46% 36% 41% 42% 51% 46% 42% 43% 48% 40% 48% 38% 41% 51% 39% 
welfare to work * 

Protecting Social 43% 46% 52% 34% 47% 40% 40% 42% 36% 46% 32% 42% 43% 53% 25% 49% 42% 
Security and 
M~icare **' 

Balancing the 40% 36% 47% 45% 38% 40% 43% 40% 44% 40% 43% 40% 39% 44% 46% 35% 42% 
federal budget 

Improving health '38% 46% 44% 17% 33% 43% 40% 45% 32% 35% 39% 43% 46% 33% 10% 49% 35% ~~r·care coverage for 

children" 


Reducing the federal 36% 35% 42% 35% 34% 34% 45% 36% 44% 36% 34% 39% 34% 43% • 35% 33% 37% ' 

tax burden on 

average families 


Helping families 26% 35% 28% 11% 23% 30% 29% 30% 29% 24% 22% 31% 29% 24% 18% 30% 24% 

afford college and 

vocational training *" 


.' ; 

Reforming the 15% 13% 19% 16% 15% 16% 15% 17% ' 15% 13% 20% 15% 16% 18% 11% 17% 14% 13% 

campaign finance 

laws * 


* Asked of one-half the respondents (Form A). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due'to a high margin of error: 

standards/not favorable, and non·public school children. 

** Asked of one-half the respondents (Form B). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: 

schoolchildren, and publi5...school/low confidence~ 


Perot voters, 

Perot voters,-
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Q.5. PROPORTIONS WHO SAY SELECTED GOALS THAT PRESIDENT CLINTON MIGHT WORK ON IN HIS SECOND TERM ARE EXTREMELY IMPORTANT 

Sex Age Occupation

Banner 3 •• -.• ---~ •• ~ =============================_ .-.---.---•• --~ •• -.--- ••••• -.---. 


All 
Voters Men Women 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 

- ....... -.- .~.~- ._.-......._... 


Improving education 48% 40% 56% 61% 48% 51% 44% 

and the schools 


Reducing crime and 48% 37'% 58% 55% 46% 43% 47'% 

violence .* 


Moving people from 44% 41% 46% 55% 49% 36% 39% 

welfare to work • 


Protecting Social 43% 37% 50% 35% 33% 44% 49% 

Security and 

Medicare *" 


Balancing the 40% 41% 40% 43% 36% 39% 44% 

federal budget 


Improving health 38% 35% 40% 38% 40% 42% 37% 

care coverage for 

chi ldren * 


Reducing the federal 36% 33% 39% 28% 40% 38% 36% 

tax burden on 

average families 


Helping families 26% 19% 33% 39% 25% 34% 23% 

afford college and 

vocational training *" ' 


Reforming the 15% 16% 15% 8% 12% 16% 15% 
campaign finance 
laws • 

* Asked of one-half the respondents (Form A). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national, -, 


standards/nbt favorable, and non-public school children. ' 

*" Asked of, one-half i:he respondents (Form B). The 'percentages in the following columns are statistically unrel iable due to a high margin of error: 'Per,ot voters, 

school children, and public school/low confidence. 


Profes- White Blue 
65 and sionals/ collar collar 

over managers workers workers Retirees 
-- ... - ..-... ~- ._._ ...._._.-. _._.---. 

39% 50% 50% 48,% 43% 

50% 36% ' 52% 43% 53% 

44% 46% 39% 45% 46% 

54% 35% 40% ,42% 55% 

40% 37% 41% 40% 40% 

31% 40% 38% 39% 33% 

36% 33% 40% 37% 33% 

9% 24% 30% 29% 15% 

23% 14% 14% 15% 23% 

': ~'.: '// 

Nonretfred Income Race 
===a=Q:••==••===============e=====:_= ..• 

More than $50,OOO~ $30,000- Less than 
$75,000 $75,000 $50,000 

--.--~.-- ._ ... _-- ...•...•. -.._-._ ....... 


41% 49% 49% 56% 46% 


38% 45% 46% 51% 45% 65% 49% 43% 


38% 40% 47% 39% 43% 42% 38% 42% 


40% 40% 35% 49% 40% 64% 49% 


35% 43% 39% 40% 40% 41% 


36% 30% 39% 43% 36% 58% 


35% 36% 36% 38% 36% 41% 


22% 21% 28% 41% 23% 47% 


':~:.-:;/~ .:~,,~ ~ 
15X'''' ' ' 10% 16% 15% 12% 15% 16% 19% 

.' , ".' ~ ~ 

,.' 

25% 

',..' 

2 



42% 45% 35% 31% 

39% 35% 36% 

31% 26% 24% 

11% 14% 17% 11% 
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Q.5. PROPORTIONS WHO SAY SELECTED GOALS THAT PRESIDENT CLINTON MIGHT WORK ON IN HIS SECOND TERM ARE EXTREMELY IMPORTANT 

Children In Household Education Education: Sex Type Of Area 
• __ ~._. ___ ._ •• _._. _____ ••'._._~. _____ __ •• *M ________ ._ ••• ====~==;================ _____ ... _______________ * _____________ ================:========= .Banner 4 • 

Chi ldren Public Non-public Public High College Men/non- Men/ Women/non- Women/ Medium! Small 
All in school school school/low school Some graduate college- college- college- college- Large small town/ 

Voters household Fathers. Mothers chi ldren children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city city Suburb 
---- .. --_ ...... ------- ... _--- ----_._- ~------*-- ... - ._----- .... _-- --~~ .. -- ._*-- •• - -------*-- -------- ..... --_ .... ~.- .. ---~-- --~---.-

- ImP.roving_education 48% 52% 44% 60% 52% 56% 50% 49% 51% - 46% 41% 40% 53% 58% 50% 50% 
-~ ::; \ . ,. - ~_:a~,t~eschoolS 

Reducing c~ime and 48% 49% 37% 60% 52% 45% - 62% 51% 52% 42% 41% 35% 63% 55% 54% 
violence ** 

Moving people from 44% 46% 43% 49% 47% 45% 42% 43% 44% 44% 44% 38% 41% 50% 41% 
welfare.to work * 

__ Protecting Social 43% 38% 34% -42% 44% 23% 45% 56% 47% 31% 47% 31% 60% 42% 46% 41% 
.Secur i ty and _,
-Meaicare **-- . 

• • ~:,;:;::~~ .~ •••,- • > " 

Balancing the 40% 38% 36% 39% 37% 42% 32% 41% 40% ' 39% 44% 38% 38% 42% 32% 45% 37% 
federal budget 

Improving health 38% 42% 38% 47% 42% 38% 40% 41% 35% 36% 39% 31% 39% 

care coverage for 

chi ldren * 


Reducing the federal 36% 40% 38% 43% 41% 44% 42% 39% 39% 31% 36% 31% 40% 

tax burden on 

average families 


He I pi ng famil i es 26% 30% 16% 45% 33% 33% 31% 34% 26% 20% 23% 17% 36% 

afford college and 

vocat i ona l t ra i,n ing ** 


Reforming the ! 15% 13% 15% 11% 14% 5% 16% 19% 14% 13%' 15% 16% 19% 

campa i gn finance 

laws * 


* Asked of one-half the respondents (Form A). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: 
standards/not favorable, and non-public school children. / 


** Asked of one-half the respondents (Form B). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: 

school children, and public school/low confidence. 
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Q.6. Now, l"d like to get your opinion about how well different programs and aspects of our society are working. For each item I mention, please tell me whether 

,".'. -.:'~<''''''.• 

is 

Area 

234 322 

you think: 
(a) it works pretty well a~ it exists now, (b) some changes are needed, but basically should be kept the same, (c) major changes are needed, or (d) a complete overhaul 
needed. 

Social Security 

1996 Vote 
Banner 1 ----------------~----

All Cl inton Dole Perot 
Voters voters voters voters 

Total 1002 418 327 56 

works pretty well 18% 21% 14% 15% 

Some changes needed 36% 37% 36% 32% 

Major changes needed 20% 18% 21% 27% 

r: 
Complete overhaul 23% 21% 21% 24% 
needed 

Not sure 3% 3% 2% 2%
::0 
~ 

Total Works Pretty 54% 58% 50% 47% 

~ Well/Some Changes 
Needed

::0 ..... Total Major Changes/ 43% 39% _ 48% 51% 
Complete Overhaul ~ Needed 

as 
::0 

~ 
~ 
::0 

G) 
::0 a
c: 
\:) 

Other 
=======~======================= 
Cl inton Cl inton 

base swing Open to Not for 
voters voters Clinton Clinton 

318 151 233 299 

23% 16% 20% 13% 

38% 34% 38% 33% 

17% 22% 20% 21% 

18% 25% 18% 32% 

4% 3% 4% 1% 

61% 50% 58% 46% 

35% 47% 38% 53% 

Party 

Identification 


... --------------- .. -.. 
Demo- lnde- Repub
crats pendents I i cans 

..---_._- -- ... 

418 210 374 

21% 21% 14% 

40% 29% 34% 

19% 18% 22% 

11% 29% 21% 

3% 3% 3% 

61% 50% 48% 

36% 47% 49% 

Political 

Ideology Priorities 


==================== .- ••. _-_.-------------

Education Budget B_oth North-

Left Center Right higher higher-_ high east 


._-...._.-._--- ---_.- ------ -----

313 335 328 334 197 453 237 

21% 19% 14% 19% 18% 18% 19% 19% 20% 

37% 40% 31% 39% 27% 37% 36% 38% 

20% 18% 22% 18% 23% 19% 24% 18% 

19% 20% 31% 22% 30% 22% 17% 21%_ 

3% 3% - 2% 2% 2% 4% 4% 4% 

58% 59% 45% • 58% 45% 55% 55% 57% 

39% 38% 53% 40% 53% 41% 41% 39% 42% 

2 



National Test 

Weak.:..;:; . 

14% 

40% 

20% 
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Q.6. NOw, I'd like to get your opinion about how well different programs and aspects of our society are working. For each item I mention, please tell me whether you think: 
(a) it works pretty well as it exists now, (b) some changes are needed, but basically should be kept the same, (c) major changes are needed, ,or (d) a complete overhaul is 
needed. 

Soc i a l Securi ty 

Federal Type 
Education Role Need For. Change Of Change local Schools National Standards 

_____________ •___ ~ ====================== ___ ••• ______ •• _ ======================= •.•• * ___ •••• __ • ___ .4 •••• __ •••••Banner 2 
Keep Major Major 

All Favor Oppose the Major change/ change/I Just Favorable/ Favorable/ Not Strong 
Voters more Mixed more same changes Overhaul 

public ~~~~~:~ ~~~~:~~~ _~~~: ~~~~:~~: .~~:~_~:~~ •• ~~:;::~~ ~~~~~~~~: .~~~:::~ supper 

Total 1002 491 201 282 446 326 209 352 159 527 202 247 531 309 116 361 


Works pretty well 18% 17% 13% 21% 24% 15% 11% 14% 12% 19% 23% 13% 19% 18% 17% 23% 


Some. changes needed 36% 36% 39% 33% 43% 34% 25% 33% 24% 39% 33% 31% 36% 38% 27% 36% 


Major changes needed 20% 21% 17% 20% 15% 27% 19% 24% 25% 21% 20% 19% 21% 16% 26% 19% 


Complete overhaul 23% 21% 30% 24% 15% 21% 43% 27% 36% 19% 21% 34% 21% 25% 28% 

needed 


Not sure 3% 5% 1% 2% 3% 3% 2% 2% 3% 2% 3% 3% 3% 3% 2% 


Total Works Pretty 54% 53% 52% 54% 67% 49% 36% 47% 36% 58% 56% .44% 55% 56% 44% 

Well/Some Changes 

Needed 


Total Major Changes/ 43% 42% 47% 44% 30% 48% 62% 51% 61% 40% 41% 53% 42% 41% 54% 

Complete Overhaul : .; 


Needed 


20% 22% 

2% 4% 

59% 54% 

39% 42% 



me whether.you 

Race Rel 
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Q.6. NOW, I'd like to get your opInIon about how well, different programs and aspects of our society are working. For each item I mention, please tell 
(a) it works pretty well as it exists now, (b) some changes are needed, but basically should be kept the same, (c) major changes are needed, or (d) 
needed. 

:S()cial 'Security, 

Sex Age occupation Nonretired Income 
Banner 3 --~~- .. ----- ============================== --.------------------~----------. ===================================== 

Profes- White Blue 
All 65 and sionalsl collar collar More than $50,000- $30,000- Less than 

Voters Men Women 18-2930-3940-4950-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000
• _________ • ___ • _____ •• ____ • _____ • ____ • ____ • ___ •• ____ w _________________________________________ 

Total 1002 494 508 139 200 238 246 176 212 209 221 220 136 163 238 188 

Works pretty well 18% 17% 20% 11% 9% 15% 19% 37% 10% 14% 17% 32% 14% 14% 14% 16% 

Some changes needed 36% 33% 38% 34% 39% 32% 39% 35% 37'1. 33% 34% 40% 30% 33% 36% 41% 

Maj or changes need.ed 20% 21% 18% 27% 21% 25% 16% 12% 26% 24% 19% 12% 28% 23% 22% 16% 20% 15% 

Complete overhaul 23% 27% 20% 23% 28%, 27% 23% 13% 25% 26% 27% 14% 26% 28% 25% 23% 23% 25% 
needed

01 Not sure 3% 2% 4% 5% 3% 1% 3% 3% 2% 3% 3% 2% 2% 2% 3% 4% 3% 5%;t.; 
::0 

Total Works Pretty 54% 50% 58% 45% 48% 47% 58% 72% 47% 47% 51% 72% 44% 47% 50% 57% 54% 55% -<: WelliSome Changes 

Needed
~ 

::0 Total Major Changesl 43% . 48% 38% 50% 49% 52% 39% 25% 51% 50% 46% 26% 54% 51% 47% 39% 43% 40% 
""i Complete OVerhaul 


Needed
~ 
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Q.6. Now, I'd like to get your opinion about how well different programs and aspects of our society are working. For each item I mention, please tell me whether you think: 
(a) it works pretty well as it exists now, (b) some,changes are needed, but basically should be kept the same, (C) major changes are needed, or (d) a complete overhaul is 

needed. 


Social Security 
-.'.'. 

".~. 

Chi ldren.ln Household Education Education: Sex Type Of Area 
Banner 4 ------~------~.----.-.--------.-----.---~----------.-- -- ======================== -- .• -- •• ------ •• ----------- •• ----.-~. ============= 

Chi Idren Publ ic Non-publ i c Public High College Men/non' Men/ Women/non- Women/ Mediuml 
All in school school school/low school Some graduate college- college- college- college- Large small 

Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city city< < .................... ------- _._----- ..... _------ ----- ........ --- ... _- - •• ----~ ••• "-p .. - ... .. - .... _......... 


Total 1002 379 190 <189 278 50 109 334 279 386 209 284 218 288 209 

Works pretty well 18% 14% 14% 13% 15% 10% 14% 24% 19% 12% 19% 15% 25% 16% 1,6% 19% 

Some changes needed 36% 34% 29% 39% 35% 34% 31% 33% 38% 37% 30% 35% 39% 38% 39% 38% 

Major changes needed 20% 25% 28% 22% 23% 23% 22% 14% 17% 27% 16% 25% 14% 22% 16% 22% <23% 

Complete overhaul 23% 25% 28% 23% 25% 29% 29% 25% 23% 22% 30% 24% 18% 21% 25% 19% 23% 
needed 

Not sure 3% 2% 1% 3% 2% 4% 4% 4% 3% 2% 5% 1% 4% 

Total Works Pretty 54% 48% 43% 52% 50% 44% 45% 57% 57% 49% 49% 50% 64% ,54% 
Well/Some Changes 
Needed 

Total Major Changes/ 43% 50% 56% 45% 48% 52% 51% 39% 40% 49'.4 46% 49% 32% 43% 
Complete OVerh,Bul 
Needed 

http:ldren.ln
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Q.6. Now. I'd like to get your opinion about how well different programs and aspects of our society are working. For each item I mention, please tell me 
(a) it works pretty well as it exists now, (bY some changes are needed, but basically should be kept the same, (c) major changes are needed, or 
~~. 

The federa.l Income tax system 

Party Political 
1996 Vote Other Identif i cation Ideology Priorities 

Banner 1 -- .. --.----------.--- =============================== ----------------------- ==================== •• - ••• -.-.-.~ •• -.----- 
Clinton Clinton 

All Clinton Dole Perot base swing Open to Not for Demo- Inde- Repub- Education Budget Both North-
Voters voters voters voters voters voters'Clinton Clinton crats pendents licans Left Center Right higher higher high east 

--------- ----_. --_._- --_ ..... ------- _._._- ._---- -----~.----

Total 	 1002 418 327 56 318 151 233 299 418 210 374 313 335 328 334 197 453 237 

Works pretty well 13% 18% 8% 8% 19% 14% 13% 5% 18% 10% 9% 18% 13% 7% 17% 7% 13% 12% 14% 13%"'12% 

Some changes needed 32% 37% 31% 26% 37% 37% 29% 27% 38% 25% 30% 35% 35% 28% 30% 26% 36% 31% 35% 

Major changes needed 22% 21% 21% 35% 20% 22% 24% . 23% 22% 20% 23% 23% 23% 21% 23% 22% 22% 24% 22% 
,I 

Complete overhaul 30% 21% 38% 31% 19% 24% 31% 44% 18% 43% 35% 20% 27% 42% 26% 43% 26% 28% 25% " 
needed 

i? 	 Not sure 3% 3% 2% 5% 3% 3% 1% 4% 2% 3% 4% 2% 2% 4% 2% 3% 5% 4% 
:tJ-c: 	 Total Works Pretty 45% 55% 39% 34% 56% 51% 42% 32% 56% 35% 39% 53% 48% 35% 47% 33% 49% 43% 49% 

Well/Some Changes 
Needed~ 

:tJ 
Total Major Changes/ 52% 42% 59% 66% 39% 46% 55% 67% 40% 63% 58% 43% ' 50% 63% 49% 65% 48% 52% 47%..... 
Complete Overhaul 
Needed~ c: 
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Q.6. Now, I'd like to get your opinion about how well different programs and aspects of our society ,are working. For each item I mention, please .tell me whether you think: 
(a) it works pretty well as it exists now, (b) some changes are needed, but basically should be kept the same, (c) major changes are needed, or (d) B complete overhaul is. 
needed. 

The federal income tax system 

Federal Type 
Education Role Need For Change Of Change local Schools National Standards National Test 

Banner 2 .---~ •... -•.....•. ====================== ............... ======================= .............................•. 

Keep Major Major 

All Favor Oppose the Major changel changel \ Just Favorablel Favorablel Not Strong Weak' 
Voters more Mixed mor.e same changes Overhaul public private Positive fair Negative with feds not feds favorable supporters supporters' 

_.... ---_ ... ----_ ... --- .... --- .... ----_ ... ---.- ----- .. - ----_.-._. ------*-_. _.---_._- ---.- ..... ----.. ~---. 

Total 1002 491 201 282 446 326 209 352 159 527 202 247 531 309 116 361 403 

works pretty well 13% 14% 11% 11% 17% 10% 10% 11% 6% 15% 12%, 10% 14% 13% 10% 15% 13% 

Some changes needed 32% 35% 28% 30% 37% 33% 22% 30% 26% 34% 36% 25% 34% 28% 30% 36% 32% 

Major changes needed 22% 24% 22% 20% 21% 27% 17% 24% 22% 22% 21% 23% 25% 22% 12% 26% 22% 

Complete overhaul 30% 24% 36% 37%21%- 28% 50% 33% 44% 27% 26% 39% 25% 33% 45% 20% 31% 
needed 

Not sure 3% 3% 3% 2% 4% 2% 1% 2% 2% . 2% 5% 3% 2% 4% 3% 3% 2% 

Total Works Pretty 45% 49% 39% 41% 54% 43% 32% 41% 32% 49% 48% 35% 48% 41%' 40% 51% 45% 

Well/Some Changes 

Needed 


Total Major Changesl 52% 48% 58% 57% 42% 55% 67% 57% . 66% 49% 47% 62% 50% 55% 57% 46% 53% 

Complete ,OVerhaul 

Needed ' 
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Q.6. NOw, I'd like to get your opInIon about how well different programs and aspects of· our society are working. For each item I mention, please tell.me whether you 
(a) it works pretty·well as it exists now, (b) some changes are needed, but basically should ba kept· the same, (e). major changes are needed, or (d) a complete overhaul 
M~. ,.' 

Th'e federal incOme tax system 
'':'v, 

Sex Age occupation Nonretired Income Race 
~ . .Banner 3 ============================== .- •• --- •• -.- ••••• ~-.- ••••••• -- ••• ===================================== ••••••••••••• ====-======= 

Profes' White Blue 
AU 65 and sionals! collar collar More than $50,000' $30,000- Less than evan', 

Voters Men Women 18·29 30·39 40·49 50'64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000 $30,000 Whites Blacks gelicals----- .... - ..---- -- .... -.......- --_ .... .. --~.-- ._------- ----_.-- .------- -_ ..._--- .. ---

Total 1002 494 508 139 200 238 246 176 212 209 221 220 136 163 238 188 805 97 136 

Works pretty well 13% 11% 15% 15% 11% 10% 13% 18% 10% 9% 16% 16% 11% 7% 13% 16% 12% 20% 8% 11% 

Some changes needed 32% 32% 32% 41% 40% 34% 26% 24% 33% 30% 33% 27% 36% 35% 33% 33% 33% 27% 

Major changes needed 22% 21% 23% 23% 22% 22% 24% 18% 23% 27% 19% 19% 18% 26% 24% 21% 22% 24% 

Complete overhaul 30% 34% 26% 19% 24% 33% 35% 32% 32% 32% 30% 32% . 34% 31% 28% 25% 30% 25% 
needed 

~I Not sure 3% 2% 4% 2% 3% 1% 2% 8% 2% 2% 2% 6% 1% 1% .2% 5% 3% 4% 

:0- , Total Works Pretty 45% 43% 47% 56% 51% 44% 39% 42% 43% 39% 49% 43% 47% 42% 46% 49% . 45% 47%:i!: 
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Well!Some Changes 
Needed 

Total Major Changes! 52% 55% 49% 42% 46% 55% 59% 50% 55% 59% 49% 51% 52% 57% 52% 46% 5~ 49% 
Complete Overhaul 
Needed 

ii 



PET E R D. H' A'R T RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 34 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.6. Now, I'd liKe to get your opinion about how ,well different programs and aspects of our society are worKing. For each item I mention, please tell me whether you think: 
(a) it worKS pretty well as it exists now, (b) some changes are needed, but basically should be Kept the same, (c) major changes are, needed, or (d) a complete overhaul is 
needed. 

The federal income tax system 

Children In Household Education Education: Sex Type Of Area 
_____________ * ___ •• ____________________ ._ ... ___ .. __________ ======================== •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.. a._. ===========Banner 4 
Chi ldren Publ ic Non-publ ic Public High CoLlege Men/non- Men/ Women/non- Women/ Medium! 

All in school school school/low school Some graduate college- college- college- college- Large small, 
Voters household Fathers Mothers chi ldren chi ldren confidence 'or less college or more educated educated educated educated city citY"$Ul:lUri 

..................... .. ........... _.... .................... .. ... _................ .. ...... _ .. _... .. ....... _........ .. .......... "'... .. ........ "'............ ... ............. _.. .. ...... '" ............. " ..,:-.::~,·;;::;;.r: 

.,>,~.~. 

Total 1002 379 190 189 278 50 109 334 279 386 209 284 218 288 209 

WorKs pretty well 13% 12% 10% 14% 13% 6% 10% 17% 12% 10% 13% 9% 17% 12% 14% 13% 

Some changes needed 32% 37% 33% 40% 34% 43% 32% 27% 35% 35% 29% 35% 27% 36% 33% 35% 31% 

Major changes needed 22% 22% 25% 20% 23% 15% 28% 22% 21% 23% 23% 21% 22% 23% 17% 24% 23% 23%:,': 
. :-. 

Complete overhaul 30% 27% 31% 22% 27% 36% 28% 30% 28% 31% 33% 34% 27% 26% 32% 25% 28% 
needed 

Not sure 3% 2% 1% 4% 3% 2% 4% 4% 1% 2% 1% 7% 3% 4% 3% 3% 

Total Works Pretty 45% 49% 43% 54% 47% 49% 42% 44% 47% 45% 42% 44% 44% 
Well/Some Changes 
Needed 

Total Major Changes/ 52% 49% 56% 42% 50% 51% 56% 52% 49% 54% 56% 55% 49% 
Complete OVerhaul 
Needed 



me whether you thi~k 
(d) a complete overhaul· 
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Q.6. Now, lid li~e to get your opinion about now well different programs and aspects of our society are working. For each item I mention, please tell 
(a) it works pretty well as it exists now, (b) some changes are needed, but basically should be kept the same, (c) major changes are needed, or 
needed. 

Medicare 

1996 Vote 
Banner 1 .• -------------_ ... _

All Clinton Dole Perot 
Voters voters voters voters 

------- * •• -~. -----

Total 1002 418 327 56 

Works pretty well 18% 21% 14% 19% 

Some changes needed 37% 38% 37% 36% 

Major changes needed 23% 22% 24% 25% 

Complete overhaul 15% 13% .. 17% 16% 
needed ~ 
Not sure 7% 6% 8% 4% 

~ 
Total Works Pretty 55% 59% 51% 55% 
Well/Some Changes~ 
Needed:tI ..... 
Total Major Changes/ 38% 35% 41% 41% 
Complete OVerhaul 

Needed 


~ 
as 
::0 

~ 
~. 
::0 

G) 
::0 a 
~ 

Other 
=============================== 
Clinton Clinton 

base swing Open. to Not for 
voters voters Clinton Clinton 

........... ..
-- ••••• 

318 151 233 299 

23% 14% 19% 12% 

38% 39% 37% 35% 

19% 28% 21% 24% 

12% 14% 16% 20% 

8% 5% 7% 9% 

61% 53% 56% 47% 

31% 42% 37% 44% 

Priorities Area 
••. _--_ .••. _-------._-- ========================" 

Education Budget Both North- Mid
higher higher high east west South West 

_._.~_._ .. . _.. __ ... __ .a_ . ... - .... 

334 197 453 237 

.18% 12% 20% .18% 

41% 32% 36% 39% 

20% 28% 22% 24% 

14% 19% 15% 11% 

7% 9% 7% 8% 

59% 44% 56% 57% 

34% 47% 37% 35% 

234 

21% 

5% 

58% 

37% 

Party 

I dent ; fi cat ion 


-- .• ---.-- ••• -~ •• -.--. 

demo- Inde- Repub
crats pendents licans 


...... - -~.- ..-.. 
418 210 374 

22% 17% 13% 

37% 35% 38% 

22% 21% 25% 

12% 20% 16% 

7% 7% 8% 

59% 52% 51% 

34% 41% 41% 

Political 

Ideology 


==================== 

Left Center Right_. __ •• 

313 335 328 

22% 16% 15% 

36% 43% 32% 

22% 21% 27% 

12% 15% 19% 

8% 5% 7% 

58% 59% 47% 

34% 36% 46% 

2 
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PET E R D. HART RES EAR C_ HAS SOC 1 ATE S 

Column 35 National Education 
Study #4838 

1!31/97 January 21-24,1997 

Q.6. Now, I'd like to get your opinion about how well different programs and aspects of our society are working. For each item [ mention, please tell me 
(a)- it works pretty well as itt exists now, (b)" some changes are needed, but basically should be kept the same, Cc) major changes are needed, or 
needed. 

Medicare 

Federal Type 
Education Role Need For Change Of Change Local Schools National Standards National Test 

Banner 2 .. -.---.~-.------- ====================== --------------- ======================= ----------_ .. _------------------ ========= 
-Keep Major Major 

All Favor Oppose the Major change! change) Just Favorable! Favorable! Not Strong weak 
Voters more Mixed more same-changes OVerhaul public private Positive fair Negative with feds not feds favorable supporters supporters" 

~---- .. -- .. -..... ..................... ------- -------- --- ......._---- -----_..... ------."_ ....... _.. _-- ---------- --*-_ ...... 

Total 1002 491 201 282 446 326 209 352 159 527 202 247 531 309 ' 116 361 403 

Works pretty well 18% 17% 19% 18% 23% 12% 14% 13% 11 % 20% 18% 11 % 17% 19% 16% 18% 18% 

Some changes needed 37% 38% 35% 36% 41% 38% 30% 36% 33% 40% 34% 33% 40% 36% 30% 38% 39% 32% .• 

Major changes needed 23% 23% 24% 23% 19% 31% 18% 25% 29% 22% 22% 25% 23% 20% 27% 24% 20% 25i"" 

Complete overhaul 15% 16% 15% 15% 10% 11% 34% 19% 21% 12% 17% 22% 13% 17% 19% 14% 15% 20%.: 
needed 

.";" 

Not sure 7% 6% 7% 8% 7% 8% 4% 7% 6% 6% 9% 9% 7% 8% 8% 

Total Works Pretty 55% 55% 54% 54% 64% 50% 44X 49% 44X 60% 52% 44% 57% 55% 46% 
Well!Some Changes 
Needed 

Total Major Changes! 38% 39% 39% 38% 29% 42% 52% 44% SOX 34% 39% 47% 36% 37% 46% 
Complete OVerhaul 
Needed 

6% 8% 

56% 57% 

38% 35% 
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Q.6. NOw, I'd like to get your opinion about how well different programs and aspects of our society are working. For each item I mention, please tell 
(a) it works pretty well as it exists now, (b) some changes are needed, but basically should be kept the same, (c) major changes are needed, or Cd) 

me whether you thi 

Nonretired Income Race 
===================================== ._ •• -- ••• ---- =========:= 

More than $50,000- $30,000- less than evan
$75,000 $75,000 $50,000 $30,000 Whi.tes Blacks gelicals

..-------- .. -_.-.- -_._-- .. - .._.---- _... _- ----_. -----_.- -----
136 163 238 188 805 97 136 217 

17% 14% 11% 16% 19% 17% 17% 18%

30% 37% 41% 37% 38% 31% 

32% 29% 23% 22% 23% 18% 

14% 13% 17% 17% 13% 25% 

7% 7% 8% 8% 7% 9% 

47% 51% 52% 53% 57% 48% 

46% 42% 40% 39% 36% 43% 
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needed. 

Medicare 

Banner 3 

Total 

Works pretty well 

Some changes needed 

Major changes needed 

Complete overhaul 
needed 

Not sure 

Total Works Pretty 
Well/Some Changes 
Needed 

Total Major Changesi 
Complete Overhaul 
Needed . 

Sex Age Occupation
••• -- •••.•.• ============================== .-- •••• -.••• ----_._ .••. _--_._ .••. 

Profes- White Blue 
All 65 and sionaLsl collar collar 

Voters Men Women 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 over managers workers workers Retirees 
. . -- ... -- .. -- ----- ----- ----- ----- ------ -------- ------- ------- -------

1002 494 508 139 200 238 246 176 212 209 221 220 

18% 15% 20% 9% 12% 14% 19% 34% 11% 12% 17% 33% 

37% 37% 37% 38% 35% 40% 35% 37% 36% 37% 37% 36% 

23% 24% 22% 24% 29% 24% 22% 14% 30% 26% 21% 14% 

15% 17% 14% 19% 15% 17% 16% 10% 16% 17"" 15% 13% 

7% 7% 7% 10% 9% 5% 8% 5% 7% 8% 10% 4% 

55% 52% 57% 47% 47% 54% 54% - 71% 47% 49% 54% 69% 

38% 41% 36% 43% 44% 41% 38% 24% 46% 43% 36% 27% 

:. .. 
... ':" ~,r;b::;,: 
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Q.6. NOw, I'd like to get your opinion about how well different programs and aspects of our society are working. For each item.1 mention, please tell me whether you think: 
(a) it works pretty well as it exists now, (b) some changes are needed, but basically should be kept the same, (c) major changes are needed, or (d) a complete overhaul is 
needed. 

Medicare 

Children In Household Education Educat i on: Sex 
Banner 4 -------------------------------------------------------- ======================== ------------------------------------- =======!~=~!=!~::=====?=J:~ 

Children Public Non-public Public High CoLlege Men/non- Men/Women/non- Women/ Medium/· 
ALL in school school.school/low school Some graduate college- college- college- college- Large small 

Voters household Fathers Mothers children children'confidence'or less college or more educated educated .educated educated city city. 
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I 1/31/97 January 21~24, 1997 

. .~~ 
Q.6. Now, I'd like to get your oplnl0n about how well different programs and aspects of our society are working. For each item I mention, please tell me whether you thi 
(a) it works pretty well as it exists now, (b) some changes are needed, but basically should be kept the same, ec) mejor changes are needed, or Cd) a complete overhaul .. 
needed. . 

The public education system-

Party Political 
1996 Vote Other Identification Ideology Priorities Area 

Banner 1 =========:===================== - •• -- ••• -~ •• ---.--- .•• - ==================== --------_.------- .• -- •• ==================== 
Clinton Clinton 

All 'Clinton Dole Perot base swing Open to Not for Demo- Inde- Repub- Education Budget Both North- Mid- , 
Voters voters voters voters voters voters Clinton Clinton crats pendents licans Left Center Right higher higher high east west South Wes"t' 

Total 1002 418 327 56 318 151 233 299 418 210 374 313 335 328 334 197 453 237 234 322 210· 

::" 

Works pretty well 9% 11% 7% 11% 12% 10% 9% 7% 9% 13% 7% 12% 8% 8% 9% 13% 8% 11% 11% 9% ;6%· 

Some changes needed 35% 35% 33%. 26% 35% 37% 41% 29% 37% 29% 37% 35% 38% 32% 34% 38% 33% 37% 

Major changes needed 33% 36% 34% ~3% 34% 36% 27% 34% 34% 29% 33% 33% 32% 32% 35% 22% 36% 34% 

Complete overhaul. 21% 17% 25% 26% 17% 16% 22% .27% .18% 25% 22% 18%. 20% 25% 21% 23% 21% 17% 

needed 


Not sure 2% 1% 1% 4% ·2% 1% 1% 3% 2% 4% 1% 2% 2% 3% 1% 4% 2% 1% 

Total Works Pretty 44% 46% 40% 37% 47% 47% 50% 36% 46% 42% 44% 47% 46% 40% 43% 51% 41% 48% 

Well/Some Changes 

Needed 


Total Major Changes/ 54% 53% 59% 59% 51% 52% 49% 61% 52% 54% 55% 51% 52% 57% 56% 45% 57% 51% 

Complete Overhaul. 

Needed 
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Q.6. NOw, I'd like to get your opinion about how well different programs and aspects of our society are working. For each item I mention, please tell me whether you think:-.' 
(8) it works pretty well as it exists now, (b) some changes are needed, but. basically should be kept· the same, (c) major changes are needed, or (d) a complete overhaul .is 

needed. 


The public education system 

Federal Type
Educati on Role Need For Change Of Change local Schools National Standards 

Banner 2 .... ---._-_.---_.- ====================== ----------- .... ======================= -•• -- •• -.-.- •• ----- •• -----.-.~-
Keep Major Major

. All Favor Oppose the Major change! change) Just Favorable! Favorable! Not Strong 
Voters more Mixed more same changes Overhaul public private Positive fair Negative with feds not feds favorable suppo~ters 

. ,...---- ._.- .... --_._.- -_ ..._.- ----- _._----- .._----_.- ---------- --------- ---------
Total 1002 491 201 282 446 326 209 352 159 527 202 247 531 309 116 361 

Yorks pretty well 9% 8% 5% 15% 21% 12% 7% 6% 9% 11% 9% 8% 

Some changes needed 35% 34% 31% 38% 79% . 44% 31% 19% 35% 36% 29% 33% 36% 35% 

Major changes needed 33% 37% 33% 25% .100% 63% 54% 28% 39% 38% 35% 30% 29% 37% 32% 25% ' 

Complete overhauL 21% 20% 29% 18% 100% 37% 46% 14% 21% 35% 20% 20% 29% 21% 20% 26% 
needed 

Not sure 2% 1% 2% 4% 2% 2% 2% 1% 3% 4% 

Total Works Pretty 44% 42% 36% 53% 100% 56% 38%. 25% 44% 47% 38% 
Well!Some Changes 
Needed 

Total Major Changes! 54% 57% 62% 43% 100% 100% 100% 100%. 42% 60% 73% 55% 50% 58% 
Complete·Ov~rha~1 
Needed 

National Test 

10% 

1% 2% 

41% 

58% 52% 

.... ,~,: 'i-'-.:.~ 
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Q.6. NOw, I'a like to get your opinion about how well' different programs and aspects of our society are working. For each item I mention, please tell me whether you think:' 
(a) it works pretty well as it exists now, (b) some changes are needed, but basically should be. kept the same, Cc) major changes are needed, or Cd) a complete overhaul is '
needed. . ,'--

The public education system 

Sex Age occupation Nonretired Income Race Rel 
Banner 3. -.--- ••• -- •• ======================s======= -- •••• --._---- •• ---._------------ ===================================== ----- •• ---.-~ ========: 

Profes- White Blue 
All 65 and sionals/ collar collar More than $50,000- $30,000- Less than evan-

Voters Men Women 18-2930-3940-4950-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000 $30,000 Whites Blacks gelfcals ' 
--_.-- .. _-- ...-- ._--- ----- _.-_.- _._._.-.._.---- ------- -------- -------.- --_._--- ._-._ .. - .-- ..._-. -----

Total' 1002 494 508 139 200 238 246 176 212 209 221 220 136 163 238 188 805 97 136 

Works pretty well 9% 11% 8% 10%5% 7% 12% 13% 7% 6% 11% 14% 6% 6% 8% 12%' 9% 10% 

Some changes needed 35% 33% 37% 35% 36% 33% 36% 36% 39% 31% 31% 36% 43% 34% 31% 36% -37% 24% 

Major changes needed 33% 32% 34% 38% 36% 36% 29% 25% 31% 42% 34% 25% ,28% 40% 40% '30% 32% 37% 

Complete overhaul 21% 22% 19% 16% 21% 22% 22% 21% 21% 19% 23% 22% 22% 18% 19% 20% 20% 29% 
needed

i? I Not sure 2% 2% 2% 1% 2% 2% 1% 5% 2% 2% 1% 3% 1% 2% 2% 2% 2% 

:t1 
~! Total Works Pretty 44% 44% 45% 45% 41% 40% 48% 49% 46% 37% 42% 50% 49% 40% 39~ 48% 46% 34% 
... ' Well/Some Changes 
~ Needed 

~ Total Major Changes/ 54% 54% 53% 54% 57% 58% 51% 46% 52%. 61" 57% 47% 50% 58% 59% 50% 52% 66%. 
..- Complete Overhaul 
~ Needed 

~ 
::0 
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~ 
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, 

PET E R D_ HART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Colunn 36 National Education 

1/31/97 
. Study #4838 

January 21-24, 1997 

Q.6. Now, lId like to get your opinion about how well different programs and aspects of our society are working. For each item I mention, please tell me whether you think: 
(a) it works pretty well as it exists now, (b) some changes are needed, but basically should be kept the same, (c) major changes are needed, or (d) a complete overhaul is 
needed. 

The public education system 

Children In Household Education Education: Sex Type Of Area .-

Banner 4 .-_._---------------------_ .... _-- ••• _.. _---_ ••••. ------ ======================== --- •• --- ••• ---.---- ••• --.----.-.---~. ============= 
-.; 

Ch ildren Public Non-public Public High College Men/non- Men/ Women/non- Women/ Medill1l/ 
All in school school school/low school Some graduate college- college- college- college- Large small 

Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence ~r less college or more educated educated educated educated city 
--- •••• - --- •••• _-- ___ A_A •• ______ ••• _______ ._. _________ • _________ •• ______ ••-----~--- -------_.- ------

Total 1002 379 190 189 278 50 109 334 . 279 386 209 284 218 288 209 

Works pretty well 9% 6% 8% . 4% 8% 6% 11% 9% 8% 10% 11% 10% 7% 9% 

Some changes needed 35% 36% 31% 41% 38% 27% 31% 35% 30% 39% 32% 35% 33% 39% 25% 

Major changes needed 33% 37% 39% 35% 35% 47% 40% 30% 37% 32% 30% 32% 35% 32% 35% 

Complete overhaul 21% 20% 21% 19% 18% 26% 23% 21% 22% . 20% 26% 20% 18% 21% 29% 
needed 

Not sure 2% 1% 1% 1% 1% 3% 2% 1% 2% 2% 4% 1% 2% 2% 3% .'1%"

Total Works Pretty 44% 42% 39% 45% 46% 27% 37% 46% 39% 47% 42% 46% 43% 46% 34% 44% 
Well/Some Changes 
Needed 

Total Major Changes/ 54% 57% 60% 54% 53% 73% 63% 51% 59% 52% 56% 52% 53% 53% 64% 54% 
Complete OVerhaul 
Needed 

,II: 

city Suburb 

256 

9% 

35% 

36% 31% 

18% 22% 

.•f 1-~.. 
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Federa 1 
Education RoJ 

Oppose 
more Mixed 

---- ---- ----.
187 255 101 131 

i? 

~ 

~ 

~ ..... 
~ 
~ 
~ 

~ 
:::0 

G) 
:::0 a
c: 
""0 

~ 
! " 

PET E R D. HART RESEARCH ASS 0 C I ATE S 

Column 5037 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/30/97 January 21·24, 1997 

0.7. (FORM A) VOLUNTEERED MOST IMPORTANT THINGS RESPONDENT WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE PRESIDENT AND CONGRESS DO ABOUT EDUCATION (m) * 

Total 

Standards (net) 

Raise the standards 

Equal education for all students 

Better school system 

Funding (net) 

"Education funding 

"Equal. funding of schools 

Ass i sti ng famil ies with funds 

Teachers (net) 

More qualified teachers 

Pay teachers more 

Evaluate teachers 

* Asked of one-ha1f the respondents. 
Continued 

Children 

In Household Sex Education 


~ ______ • ___ • __ 4 ____==ae_=====e=__==_=c__=_____=____=~______, . . . 

Children Public Men/non· Men/ Women/non- Women/ 
All in school college- college-

Voters household children educated educated 
------ --------- -------- ---.---- --_ .. _-* 

500 186 139 113 125 
\ 

25t 2St 26t 2U 2& 

11% 16% 15% 11% 17% 

8% 8% 8% 5% 6% 

6% 5% 5% 6% 5% 

19t 20% 17% 12% 19% 

16% 17% 14% 11% 16% 

3% 2% 2% U 3% 

1% U 1% 1% 

14t 16t 15% 12t 14t 

8% 8% 8% 6% 7% 

5% 6% 5% 6% 5% 

3% 3% 4% 2% 2% 

college- college~ Demo-
educated educated crats 

117 143 219 

24t 26t 26t 

6% 12% 12% 

8% 13% 9% 

10% 4% 7% 

14t 27t 23% 

10% 25% 19% 

4% 2% 4% 

2% U· 

1St 16% 1St, 

11% 8% 8% 

6% 3% 6% 

2% 5% 2% 

"Party 
Education: Sex 
~ __________ _____~ 

lnde- Repub· Favor 

pendents licans 


--------- -_.--
94 

2& 2U 3U 16t 

9% 13% 14% 6% 

12% 6% 13% 6% 

9% 4% 8% 5% 

17% 1St 23% 21% 

13% 14% 20% 19% 

3% 1% 3% 2% 

U 1% 

H% 13t 16t 20% 

12% 6% 9% 12% 

5% 4% 5% 8% 

3% 3% 3% 3% 

2U 


13% 


2% 
, 

.

2 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C H ASSOCIATES 

Column 5037 National Education 

Study #4838 


1130/97 January 21-24. 1997 


0.7. (FORM A) VOLUNTEERED MOST IMPORTANT THINGS RESPONDENT WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE PRESIDENT AND CONGRESS DO ABOUT EDUCATION (m) * 

Children Party Federa 1 
In Household . Sex Educat i on Education: Sex Education Role ________ • ______ • ___2====____ ___~=e_____=_____ ____________ •• ____________==_==_==_________=~= ===~ 

Chi ldren Public Men/non- Men! Women/non- WomenI 
All in school college- college- college- college- Demo- Inde- Repub- Favor 

Voters household children educated educated' educated educated crats pendents licans 
------ ~----p--- -------- *------- ---_.-.- ---------- -------- ------ --- •• _--- ------ -~---

Control/Responsibility (net) l3t l3t l2t l6t l6t at 12t 4t 12t 22t at 
\ 

Mor!:! 1ocafcont ro1 4% 4% 4% 7% ,6% 3% 2% 3% 5% 6% U 


Less government interference 3% 4% 4% 2% 3% 2% 5% 2% 6% U 


Privatization 3% 3% ' 2% 4% 4% 1% 2% 2% ' 6% 1% 


They need to stay out of it 2% 2% 2% 2% 3% U 4% 1% 
~ 

5% 


Make 'parents more responsible 2% 3% 1% 2% 1% 1% 2% 2% 6% 2% 


Curriculum (net) 12t l3t l2t lOt lOt 13t 14t 12t 15t lIt 12t 15t lIt 

Get back to the basics 9% 10% 10% 7% 6% 7% 12% 10% 11% 6% 9% 10% 7% 

Teach a skill. trade 2% 2% 2% 3% 2% 2% 1% 2% 1% 2% 1% 2% 

End ill i teracy 2% U 1% 2% 4% 1% -. 3% 3% 2% 3% 

Higher Education (net) at l2t l3t lIt at 7t 7t llt 5t at at 14t 

Cost of higher education 4% 8% 9% 5% 6% 3% 4% 6% 2% 4% 5% 5% 

Make college available to all 4% 4% 4% 7% 2% 4r' 4% 5% 3% 4% 4% 9% 

~;' : 

Oppose 
more Mixed 

----. ----

4% 

1% 

* Asked of one-half the respondents. 
Conti 
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PET E R D. HART RESEARCH ASS 0 C I ATE S 

Column 5037 National Education 

1/30/97 
Study #4838 

January 21-24. 1997 

Q. 7. (EORM A) VOLUNTEERED MOST IMPORTANT Tl-IINGS RESPONDENT WOULD LIKE TO SEE Tl-IE PRESIDENT AND CONGRESS DO ABOUT EDUCATION (m) * 

Discipline/Safety (net) 

More discipline 

School safety 

Get violence out of the schools 

Uniforms 

Supplies/Learning Environment (net) 

Smaller classrooms , 

Better technology 

New. better books 

Other (net) 

Keep kids in school. reduce the dropout rate 

Put prayer back in sChools 

All other things 

Don't know; no response 

* Asked 	of one-half the respondents. 

Children Party Federa 1 . 


Oppiise·.~-

------ . 
at 

5% 

In Household Sex Education Education: Sex Education Ro1 

~_ ... ___ ~ ____ . __ .. ======~#~==~=====soaD=z~_a~O_Da~=_= ___________ . ___ ~ ____ . __ 
Children Public Men/non- Men/ Women/non- Women/

All in school college- college- college- college- Demo-
Voters household children educated educated educated educated crats 
----- -------~- --.- - -~-----. -----~-- ---- --- ------- -----

9X ax 9X 14X 6X lOX 6X 7X 

6% 4% 5% 11% 5% 8% 3% 5% 

U U U 2% U U U 

U 2% 2% 2% 1% 1% U 

U U U 1% 1% U U 

8X 1ll' 12X 5X lOX lOX ax l3X 

4% 6% 6% 2% 2% 6% 6% 6% 

3% 3% 3% 2% 7% 3% 4% 

2% 3% 3% 2% 1% 4% 1% 3% 

lOX 7X 6X 9X l3X llX 7X at, 

3% 2% U 2% 3% 5% . U 3% 

U U U 2% U U 

7% 5% 5% 7% 9% 6% 6% 5% 

8% 5% 6% 9% 3% 14% 7% 10% 

Inde- Repub- Fa·vor 
pendents 1icans more Mixed 

._------- ------ ----- ----
]X lOX lOX 6X 

. 4% 	 9% 7% 5% 

2% U U 2% 

3% U U U 

1% 

4X 5X 1ll' 7X 

3% 2% 6% 3% 

U 3% 3% 5% 

U 3% 1% 

l3X Ill' lOX. at 

4% 2% 4% U 

2% U U 

7% 10% 6% 6% 

11% 5% 7% 9% 

-0 
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PET E R O. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 41 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.8a. How much do you trust President Clinton to have the right kinds of policies for dealing with the issue of education -- do you trust President Clinton e lot, 
amount, just some, or very little when it comes to' dealing with the issue of education? 

Party po~ i tical 
1996 Vote, Other Identification Ideology Priorities Area 

,Banner 1 =============================== - ... --- ..... --- .. - .. -----~-.~ =============:;:=...===== - .. ,. ....... - ............... "'... .... .. .. ....... =============,:;;==:":: 
Clinton Clinton 

All Clinton Dole Perot base swing Open to Not for Oemo- 'lnde- Repub- Education Budget Both North- Mid-
Voters voters voters voters voters voters Clinton Clinton crats pendents'licans Left Center Right :higher higher high east 

Total 1002 418 327 56 318 151 233 299 418 210 374 313 335 328 334 197 453 237 234 

Trust a lot 22% 40% 4% 3% 52% 17% 11% 2% 42% 14% 5% 43% 21% 3% 27% 12% 24% 28% 19% 22% 19% 

Trust a fair amount 36% 45% 28% 29% 40% 53% 47% 16% 43% 38% 28% 42% 42% 25% 44% 23% 36% 38% 

Trust just some 17% 12% 23% 28% 5% 24% 19% 25% 11% 20% 23% 10% 21% 22% 15% 19% 19% 18% 

Trust very little 22% 2% 43% 35% 2% 5% 19% 53% 3% 24% 40% 4% 14% 46% 12% 44% 18% 14% 

Not sure 3% 1% 2% 5% 1% 1% 4% 4% 1% 4% 4% 1% 2% 4% 2% 2% 3% 2% 

Total Trust A Lot/A 58% 85% 32% 32% 92% 70% 58% 18% 85% 52% 33% 85% 63% 28% 71% 35% 60% 66% 
Fair Amount 

Total Trust Just 39% 14% 66% 63% 7% 29% 38% 78% 14% 44% 63% 14% 35% 68% 27% 63% 37% 32%, 
Some/Very Little 

41% 

19% 

60% 

37% 

" ~~- ... 
0 



PET E R D. HART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 41 National Education 

1/31/97 
Study #4838 

January 21-24, 1997 

Q.8a. How much do' you trust President Clinton to have the right kinas of policies for dealing with the issue of education -- do you trust President Clinton a lot, a fair 
amount, just some, or very litHe when H ~omes to deal ing with the issue of education? 

Federal Type 
Education Role Need For Change Of Change Local Schools National Standards National Test 

Banner 2 -----~-- •• ~-~----. ====================== --- •••• ------~. =======:=============== ------_._----_ .•• _------------- ================~==============: 
Keep Major Major 

All Favor Oppose the Major change/ change/ Just Favorable/ Favorable/ Not. Strong Weak Non-, " 
Voters more Mixed more same changes' OVerhaul public private Positive fair Negative with feds not 

. , 
--.~- .... - ... _._ .. -- ----- .. -----_.- ._--- _._----- ._-*-_._-- _._------- _._._---- ---------

Total 1002 491 201 282 446 326 209 352 159 527 202 247 531 309 116 361 

Trust a lot 22% 29% 15% 14% 24% 23% 15% 25% 9% 24% 19% 20% 27% 19% 7% 31% 

Trust a fair amount 36% 41% 40% 25% 40% 36% 29% 36% 30% 37% 41% 31% 42% 33% 19% 45% 

Trust just some 17%. 18% 20% 16% 17% 17% 21% 19% 18% 18% 16% 17% 18% 17% 14% 14% 

Trust very little 22% 10% 22% 42% 16% 22% 32% 19% 40% 19% 21% 28% 12% 28% 53% 8% 
:.":~t': "~"~i 

Not sure 3% 2% 3% 3% 3% 2% 3% 1% 3% 2% 3% 4% 1% 3% 7% 2% 2% 5% ' 

Total Trust A Lot/A 58% 70% 55% 39% 64% 59% 44% 61% 39% 61% 60% 51% 69% 52% 26% 76% 57% . 31% , 
Fair Amount 

Total Trust Just 39% 28% 42% 58% 33% 39% 53% 38% 58% 37% 37% 45% 30% 45% • 67% 22% 41% 
Some/Very Little 

feds favorable supporters supporters 

19%, 

22% 

""" 
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PET E R D. HART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 41 National Education 

1/31/97 
Study #4838 

January 21-24, 1997 

Q.8a. How much do you trust President Clinton to have the ri~ht kinds of policies for dealing with the issue of education -- do you trust President Clinton a lot, a fair 
amount, just some, or very little when it comes to dealing with the issue of education? 

Sex Age Occupation Nonretired Income Race Rei igion
Banner 3 - •• ~---.---. ===:========================== --~----------.---------.--------- ===================================== _ ..... --------- ============ 

Profes- White Blue Whih~ 
All 65 and sionals/ collar collar More than $50,000- $30,000- Less than evan-" Cat 

Voters Men Women 18-2930-3940-4950-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000 $30,000 Whites Blacks gellcals 
"' ................................... .;; ......... _"" .. - ...... -_ ...... -- ..... -_ ........ - ...... - .. ~ .. -- ..- ...............-.............. - .. _............................... - .... _........................ '... _-- .... .:.. 


Total 1002 494 508 139 200 238 246 176 212 \ 209 221 220 136 163 238 188 805 97 136 

Trust a lot 22% 17% 27% 15% 18% 22% 23% 31% 16% '19% 23% 34% 16% 20% 16% 25% 19% 42% 14% 
~ . 

Trust a fair amount 36% 36% 36% 43% 42% 35% 30% 34% 41% 38% 36% 31% 39% 34% 43% 36% 37% 37% 33% 3~:i~:~, 

Trust just,some 17% 19% 17% 21% 17% 19% 17% 13% 20% 18% 18% 13% 19% 24% 18% 17% 18% 16% 

Trust very little 22% 25% 18% 18% 21% 22% 27% 18% 21% 24% 21% 18% 25% 21% 21% 19% 23% 4% 

Not sure 3% 3% 2% 3% 2% 2% 3% 4% 2% 1% 2% 4% 1% 1% 2% 3% 3% 1% 

Total Trust A Lot/A 58% 53% 63% 58% 60% 57% 53% 65% 57% 57% 59% 65% 55% 54% 59% 61% 56% 79% 
Fa; r Amount 

Total Trust Just 39% 44%, 35% 39% 38% 41% 44% 31% 41% 42% 39% 31% 44% 45% 39% 36% 41% 20% 
Some/Very Little 

,.;::-" "';:.-, 



PET E R D. H·A R T RES EAR C HAS SOC 1 ATE S 

Column 41 National Education 
Study #4838 

r1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.8a. How much· do you trust President Clinton to have the right kinds of policies for dealing with the issue of education -- do you trust President Clinton a lot, 
amount, just some, or very little when it comes to dealing with the issue of education? 

Children In Household Education Education: Sex Type Of Area 
Banner 4 ---------.---*- .. ------.-------.- .. -----.-.-.------------ =:====================== ----------------------- •• _----------- ====================:==_:a: . 

Ch i ldren Public Non-public Publ ic High College Men/non- Mim/ Women/non- Women/ Medium/ Sma.!l 
All in school school school/low ·school Some graduate college- college- college- college- Large small towh/: 7 

Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city 
.................. --- .... _-_ . .~ ..----.- ------- _... _............... 


Total 1002 379 190 189 278 50 109 \ 334 279 386 209 284 218 288 209 256 

Trust a lot 22% 20% 15% 25% 23% 12% 22% 27% 27% 15% 22% 13% 31% 24% 26% 24% 

Trust a fa;, amount 36% 36% 36% 36% 36% 33% i 32% 35% 34% 39% 33% 39% 35% 37% 36% 34% 

Trust just some 17% 19% 21% 18% 19% 23% 21% 16% 16% 19% 18% 18% 16% 18% 17% 16% 

Trust very I rttle 22% 23% 26% 19% 21% 30% 23% 18% 20% 26% 23% 27% 15% 20% 19% 24% 22% 

Not sure. 3% 2% 2% 2% 1% 2% 2% 4% 3% 1% 4% 3% 3% 1% 2% 2% 3% 3X:, 

Total Trust A Lot/A 58% 56% 5·1% 61% 59% 45% 54% 62% 61% 54% 55% 52% 66% 61% 62% 58% 51% 61% 
Fair Amount ". ~. 

Total Trust Just 39% 42% 47% 37% 40% 53% 44% 34% 36% 45% 41% 45% 31% . 
Some/Very Li ttle 

.-; l 

city Suburb 

24% . 

38% 36% 40% 
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Study #4838 


1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 


Q.8b. How much do you trust the Republicans in Congress to have the right kinds of policies for dealing with the issue of education -- do you trust the Republicans 
a lot, a fair amount, just some, or very little when it comes to dealing with the issue of education?, 

Party Political 
1996 Vote Other Identification Ideology Priorities 

Banner 1 .--.-----~.- .. -.. ---. ===::====~===:=====:=========== -------------_.------ .. =:===========~====== .--.. ------~--*-------- ================~#~ 
Clinton Clinton 

All Clinton Dole Perot base swing Open to Not for Demo- Inde- ,Repub- Education Budget Both North- Mid-' 
Voters voters voters voters voters voters Clinton Clinton crats pendents ,llcans Left Center Right higher higher 'high east west 

----.-- .--_.-- .- ... _--- .~-.- . . _...•....-- ---_ .. --- .. ---- ------ -*.--- ------ --_.

Total 1002 418 327 56 318 151 233 299 418 210 374 313 335 328 334 197 453 237 234 

Trust a lot 9% 3% 18% 5% 3% 4% 14% 15% 3% 5% 18% 2% 6% 20% 5% 13% 10% 9% 7X 

33%' ,28%Trust a fair amount 32% 28% 43% 31% 25% 31% 35% 39% 24% 28% 45% 22% 34% 40% 27X 38% 34% 

Trust just some 29% 30% 27% 38% 24% 39% 28% 30% 30% 36% 24% 30% 33% 25% 31% 29% 28% 26% 32% 

Trust very little 27% 36% 11% 24% 44% 23% 20% 14% 40% 27X '1% 43% 24% 13% 34% 19% 24% 30% 29% 

Not sure 3% 3% 1% 2% 4% 3% 3% 2% 3% 4% ~ 2% 3% 3% 2% 3% 1% 4% 2% 4% . 

i? Total Trust A Lot/A 41% 31% 61% 36% 28% 35% 49% 54% 27X 33% 63% 24% 40% 60% 32% 51% 44% 42% 35% 
Fair Amount 

~ 
Total Trust Just 56% 66% 38% 62% 68% 62% 48% 44% 70% 63% 35% 73% 57X 38% 65% 48% 52% 56% 61% 
Some/Very Little
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR CHAS S·O C I ATE S 

Column 42 National Education 

1i31/97 
Study #4838 

January 21-24, 1997 

Q.8b. How much do you trust the Republicans in Congress to have the right kinds of policies for dealing with the issue of education -- do you trust the Republicans in Congress 
a lot, a fair amount, just some, or very little when it comes to dealing with the issue of education? 

Federal Type 
Education Role Need For Change Of Change Local Schools National Standards National Test 

Banner 2 -_._ .... _--------- ====================== ------~-- •• --.~ ===============:======= --- .•.•••••••. ----_ •••• _------- ================================ .> 

Keep Major Major 
All Favor Oppose the Major change/ change/ Just Favorable/ Favorable/ Not Strong 

Voters more Mixed more same changes OVerhaul public private Positive fail- Negative with feds not feds favorable supporters supporters 
--_._ .. --.----- ---_ ... ---- .. -- -_ ....._-- ----_ ... _. --._._ ... -----.- ....... ---

Total 1002 491 201 282 446 326 209 352 159 .527 202 247 531 309 116 361 

Trust a lot 9% 7% 13% 11% 7% 12% 9% 9% 13% 10% 8% 9% 7% 13% 10% 8% 

Trust a fair amount 32% 28% 39% 34% 36% 32% 23% 28% 32% 35% 35% 25% 30% 35% 35% 33% 

Trust just some 29% 31% 28% 28% 32% 25% 32% 28% 27% 29% 28% 31% 31% 27% 28% 28% 

Trust very little 27% 32% 17% 24% 23% 27% 33% 32% 24% 24% 25% 32% 29% 22% 23% 29% 22% 26%;~. 

Not sure 3% 2% .3% 3% 2% 4% 3% 3% 4% 2% 4% 3% 3% 3% 4% 2% 4% 

Total Trust A Lot/A 41% 35% 52% 45% 43% 44% 32% 37% 45% 45% 43% 34% 37% 48% 45% 
Fair Amount 

Total Trust Just 56% 63% 45% 52% 55% 52% 65% 60% 51% 53% 53% 63% 60% 49% 51% 
Some/Very L. itt le 
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Column 42 National Education 

Study #4838 


1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 


Q.8b. How much do you trust the Republicans in Congress to have the right kinds of policies for dealing with the issue of education -- do you trust the Republicans in Congress'", 
a lot, a fair amount, just some, or very little when it comes to dealing with the issue of education? 

Sex Age occupation Nonretired Income Race 
Banner 3 ===========~================== ===============================,====== .......................... - .. ... 


Profes- White Blue 
All 65 and sionals/ collar .collar More than $50,000- $30,000- Less than 

Voters Men Women 18-2930-3940-49 5p-64 over managers workers workers. Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000 $30,000 Whites Blacks gelica 
-

Total 1002 494 508 139 200 238 246 176 212 '209 221 220 136 163 238 188 805 97 

Trust a lot 9% 10% 9% 8% 9% 8% 10% 9% 7% 9% 13% 9% 7% 9% 12% 9% 9% 3% 

31% .'Trust a fair amount 32% 30% 34% 35% 29% 32% 33% 34% 32% 35% 30% 34% 30% 39% 31% 25% 35% 15% 36% 

Trust just some 29% 30% 28% 32% 37% 28% 29% 20% 36% 29% 29% 20% 39% 29% 28% 36% 30% 29% 28% 

Trust very li tt le 27% 27% 26% 24% 23% 31% 24% 30% 24% 25% . 26% 31% 22% 22% 26% 28% 23% 48% 

Not sure 3% 3% 3% 1% 2% ,% 4% 7% 1% 2% 2% 6% 2% 1% 3% 2% .3% 5% 

. Total Trust. A Lot/A 41% 40% 43% 43% 38% 40% 43% 43% 39% 44% 43% 43% 37% 48% 43% 34% 44% 18%C). Fair Amountl::Il 
::a Total Trust Just. 56% 57% 54% 56% 60%. 59% 53% 50% 60% 54% 55% 51% 61% 51% 54% 64% 53% 77% 

Some/Very little~ -
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PET E R D. H ART RES E,A R C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 42 National Education 

1/31/97 
Study #4838 

January 21-24, 1997 

Q.8b. How much do you trust the Republicans in Congress to have the right kinds of ,policies for dealing with the issue of education,-- do you trust the Republicans in Congress 
a ,lot, a fair amount, just some, or very little when it comes to dealing with the issue of education? 

Children In Household Education Education: Sex Type Of Area 
_ ~a ••• •• _. ________ _________ __ ==============~===========_ •••• _ •• •• ___ •• _ ___ ___ M • • __ ======================== ________ ._. _______________ •_________ •Banner 4 

Children Public Non-public Publ i c High College Men/non- Men/ Yomen/non- Yomen/
All in school school school/low school Same graduate college- college- college- college- Large 

Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city 
--_ ..... - _..... - .---... ~--.----- ---------- ---------- ------- ----._-- --._. __ . _..... ---- .- ...... 

Total 1002 379 , 190 189 278 50 109 \ 334 279 386 209 284 218 288 209 

Trust a lot 9% 7% 8% 6% 7% 6% ,11% 9% 11% 8% 9% 9% 10% 8% 9% 

Trust a fair amount 32% 32% 27% 38% 32% 34% 35% 32% 36% 31% 29% 31% 33% 35% 24% 

Trust just some 29% 35% 38% 32% 33% 41% 33% 27% 25% 34% 29% 31% 25% 31% 26% 

Trust very little 27% 24% 25% 23% 26% 17""<' 19% 29% 25% 25% 31% 25% 28% 24% 38% 

Not sure 3% 2% 2% 1% 2% 2% 2% 3% 3% 2% 2% 4% 4% 2% 3% 2% 1" 5%'\~ 

Total Trust A Lot/A 41% 39% 35% 44% 39% 40% 46% 41% 47% 39% 38% 40% 43% 43% 33% 49% 
Fair Amount 

Total Trust Just 56% 59% 63% 55% 59% 58% 52% 56% 50% 59% 60% 56% 53% 55% 64% 49% 
Some/Very Little 

" 

Mediun/ 

·256 

10% 

39% 

24% 37% 
:'-:':;;~~'.: 

25% 26% ' 2;%<~ 

36% 45%~ 
-: . it',;" •.~. 



not so good, or poor? * 

1996 Vote 
Banner 1 -.--.~-.-- •• -.-~ ••• - 

All Cl inton Dole Perot 
Voters voters voters voters 

. -.. __ . ---._..----
Total 1002 418 327· 56 


Excellent m: 12% 14% 12% 

Good 40% 42% 38% 42X 

Justtair 20% 20% 20X 22% 

Not so good 13% 13Y. 15% 7r. 

Poor m: 11" 15%11 " 


i: Not sure 3X 2% 2% 2% 


~ 
 Total Excellent/Good 53% 54" 52" 54% 


Total Not So Good/ 24% 24X 26" 22"~ Poor 
::0 ..... 
~ 
~ 
:::0 
8j 
~ 
:::0 

G") 
:::0 o 
c: 
1.) 

Column 544 

2/5/97 

PET E R D. "A R T RES EAR C HAS SOC I A'T E S 

National Education 
Study #4838 

January 21-24, 1997 

Q.9b. (FORM A) And how wQuld you rate the quality of the public schools in your local community--excellent, good, just fair, not so good, or poor? 
Q.9d. (FORM B) And thinking about your own local community now, how would you rate the quality of the education students receive in your local public schools--excellent, 

Area' 

Mid
west South 

---- ----
,234 322 

16% 10X 

48% 33% 

17% 25X 

9% 16"-:-' , 

8" 12" ' 

2X 4% 

64% 43% 

17% 28" 

8X,~; 
~ ....:,;:~ ~-.,,~ 

3~~' 

Other 
=============================== 
Clinton Clinton 

base swing Open to Not for 
voters voters Clinton CLinton -- .. -.- -..-._~--.--. 

318 151 233 299 


12% 14X 13% m: 

42% 39X 41% 36% 

19X 22X 20X 21X 

14% 13% 11% 15Y. 

11" 9% 11" 13" 

2" 3" 4" 2" 

54X 53% 54% 49% 

25X 22% 22X 28" 

Party Pol itical 
Identi ticat i on Ideology 

-- ••• -.------~-.-----.- ==================== 

Demo- 1000- Repub
crats pendents licans left Center Right 
-.--~- _._----_ . 

" ---.~-

418 210 374 313 335 328 


11X 12X 16X 10X 14X 15% 

42% 38% 37X 42% 42% 34% 

21% 21% 19X 20X 20X 21X 

13X 14% 13X 12X 13% 16% 

11" 12" 11" ' 13" 8" 12" 

2" 3" 4" 3" 3" 2% 

53% 50% 53" 52" 56% 49% 

24" 26" 24" 25" 21% 28" 

Priorities 
-----.--.--------~.----

Education Budget Both North-
higher higher high east

*-------- ------ .-.--- -----
334 197 453 237 


12% 14% 13X 18X 

41% 40X 38% 43% 

19% 19% 22% 18X 

13" 14" 13X 10" 

12" 11" 11" 10" 

3X 2" ]X 1X 

53% 54% 51% 61" 

25" 25" 24" 20" 

',\ 

2 
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P E ~ E R D. H ART R E 5 EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 544 National Education 
5tudy#4838 

2/5/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.9b. (FORM A) And how would you rate the quality of the public schools in your local community··excellent, good, just fair, not so good, or poor? 

Q.9d. (fORM B) And thinking about your own local community now, how would you rate the quality of the education students receive in your local public schools·-excellent, good, 

not so good, or poor? • 


Federal Type
Education Role Need For Change Of Change local Schools National Standards National Test 

Banner 2 ...... ------ ... --- ====================== •. -.--.--.---~- ======================= ... --.--~.-.-- ... -.--- ... ---- .. ==========================a=:=•• 
' .:.:,Keep Major Major 

Al I Favor Oppose. the Malor changel changel Just Favorablel Favorablel Not Strong Weak 
Voters more Mixed more same changes Overhaul public private Positive fair Negative with feels not feds favorable supporters supporters ------ .---- --_._.- ... _--.- .---.-~ ...--~. .. --._.- ---.- ._.--._. -.- ..... _....._.---- _.-----.- _._-. __ ._. -._-_._- .. 

Total 1002 491 201 282 446 326 209 352 159 527 202 247 531 309 116 361 

Excellent 13% 10% 12X 18X 20% 7X 9X 7X 8X 25X l1X 16X 16X 12% 12X 

Good 40X 39X 37X 43X 47X 37X 27X 37% 28X 75X 40X 40X 33X 38X 42X 

Just fair 20X 21X 22X 17X 17% 24X .20% 21X 26X . 100% 21% 191 20X 22X 22% 

Not so good 13% 13% 16X 13% 10X 16% 17% 15X 18% 54% 14% 13X 13X 15X 11% . 15% 

Poor 11% 14% 12X 7% 3X 14% 25% 18% 18% 46% 12X 91 13% 12% 11X 12%.. 

Not sure 3% 3% 1% 2% 3% 2% 2% 2% 2X 2X 3X 5% 1X 2X 5X 

Total Excellent/Good 53% 491 491 61% 67% 44X 36% 44% 36% 100% . 51X 56% 49X 50X .. 
Total Not 50 GoOd/ . 24% 27X 28% 20X 13X 30% 42% 33% 36X 100% 26% 22% 26% 27% 
Poor 
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PET E R O. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 45 Nat iona'l Educat ; on 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.9c. (FORM B) Thinking about the country overall, how would you rate the quality of the education students receive in the public schools today--excellent, good, 
or poor? .. ' 

\Sex Age OCcupation Nonretired Income Race 

Banner 3 --------~--- ============================== --.----.---~-- ••• -.-~ •• -.- •• ----. ===================================== --_ •• -.•••• -

Profes- White Blue 

All 65 and sionals/ collar collar More than $50,000- $30,000- Less tnan ' 


Voters Men Women 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 over managers workers workers R~tirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000 $30,000 Whites Blacks gel ;csls"," 
______ • _________ ._4 __ -- ...- -_.- ...- ~.-- .. - -.-~.-- ...... -- _.-_._--- ---_._.- ,--------- ------ ---._..~-.---* 

Total 502 255 247 72 97 124 121 87 102 '99 113 117 66 76 122 95 398 53 


, --",>.-!.: 

Excellent 2% 1% 3% 1% 2% 4% 3% 2% 3% 4% 1% 2% 4% 1% 8% 1% 1% 


Good 36% 37% 35% 28% 41% 37% 40% 30% 33% 32% 45% 34% 46% 38% 35% 34% 37% 31% 38% ',37%, 


Just fair 17% 15% 20% 18% 11% 14% 23% 21% 16% 19% 9% 21% 15% 19% 17% 15% Hi" 14% 


Not so good 27% 30% 24% 37% 30% 29% 15% 28% 30% 29% 26% 23% 21% 31% 27% 30% 26% 31% 


Poor 16% 16% 17% 16% 15% 17% 16% 17% 17% 18% 15% 17% 17% 10% 17% 16% 17% 14%' 


Not sure 2% 1% 1% 1% 2% 1% 2% 1% 2% 2% 2% 1% 1% 1% 2% 1% 1% 2% 


Total Excellent/Good 38% 38% 38% 28% 42% 39% 44% 33% 35% 32% 48% 38% 46% 39% 37% 38% 38% 39% 


Total Not So Good/ 43% 46% 41% 53% 45% 46% 31% 45% 47% 47% 41% 40% 38% 41% 44% 46% 43% 45%
.
Poor 

19% 
" 

.... "

.. Asked of one-naIf tne respondents. The percentages in tne following columns are statistically unreliable due to a nigh margin of error: Perot voters, non-public 
children, and public school/low confidence. 
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PET E R D. HART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 45 National Education 

Study #4838 


1/31/97 . January 21·24, 1997 


Q.9c. (FORM B) Thinking about the country overall, how would you rate the quality of the education students receive in the public schools todaY'-excellent, good, not so good,. 
~~* . 

Children In Household Education Education: Sex Type Of Area 
Banner 4 .-----_._-------------- ... _---_._---_ ... ----- .. _------p* ======================== -------------------------- •• -------.- ==========================. 

Children Publ ic Non-publ ic Publ ic High College Men/non- Men/ \lomen/non- \lomen/ Medium! Small 
All in ". school school school/low school Some graduate coll'ege- college- college- college- Large small 

Voters household Fathers'Mothers children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city city Suburb 
---------- ------- ------- -------- ._------ -------- --------.

45 \.Total 502 193 97 96 138 30 157 137 207 96 159 102 145 104 124 

Excellent .2% 2% 3% 2% 3% 2% 4% 3% 1% 1% 2% 7% 1% 1% 3% 

Good 36% 42% 40% 45% 46% 19% 34% 44% 28% 35% 41% 34% 37% 33% 26% 34% 
. _.'." . ,: :- ~;,,:'l::.~~. ..: 
~ "Just,fai r 17% 16% . 14% 17% 14% 28% 12% 14% 17% 19% 13% 16% 18% 21% 17% 23% 

Not so good 27% 28% 31% 24% 27% 34% 34% 25% 28% 27% 35% 27% 19% 27% 34% 23% 26% 

Poor 16% 12% 12% 12% 10% 19% 18% 13% 21% 16% 10% 19% 18% 16% 21% 13% ;9% 14% :i' 

Not sure 2% 3% 2% 2% 1% 2% 1% 4% 1% ·"1% 

Total Excellen{/Good 38% 44% 43% 47% 49% 19% 36% 48% 31" 36% 42% 36% 44% 34% 27% 37% 

Total Not So Good/ 43% 40% 43% 36% 37% 53% 52% 38% 49% 43% 45% 46% 37% 43% 55% 36% 

Poor 


t: " 

* Asked of one-half the respondents. The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, non-public school 
children, and public school/low confidence. 

·_".r~C 



.'" 0 ,)..:~..-.:,» .. ~'.'.' 

~,(., 

< :~ 

~ 
:0 
:i 
~ 
:0 
""'I 

~ 
as 
:::0 

m 
~ ..:;; 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC 1 ATE S 

Column 45 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q_9c. (FORM B) Thinking about the country overall, how would you rate the quality of the education students receive in the public schools today--excellent, good, not so 
or poor? • 

Federal Type 
Education Role Need_ For Change Of Change Local Schools National Standards National Test 

Banner 2 .. ---- ...... -.. -- .. ====================== ----_ .. _--*----- ======================= -- ••• --------- ••• -------_ ••• --- ===============================? 
Keep Major Major 

All Favor Oppose the Major change/ change/ Just Favorable/ Favorable/ Not Strong Weak Non-
Voters more Mixed more same changes Overhaul public private Positive fair Negative- with feds not feds favorable supporters supporters supporters ',"" " 

"' .... --- ... . .. -- .. --.-_ .... - .. ,. ............. '"' .........."'... ~ '" ... - ..................... .. ...... - _ .. "" .... ..................... .,..." !''

Total 502 236 99 151 230 158 105 172 81 267 65 152 260 158 68 174 191. 

Excellent 2% 2% 3% 3% . 2% 1% 2% 4% 1% 2% 3% 1% 2% 4% 

Good 36% 34% 27% 44% 54% 22% 20% 23% 17% 57% 9% 11% 33% 43% 33% " 34% 37% 

Just fair 17% 17% 24% 14% 15% 24% 11% 20% 18% 13% 58% 7% 16% 17% 20% 18% 17% 

Not so good 27% 30% 31% 20% 21% 33% 28% 31% 30% 16% 23% 48% 32% 21% 22% 27% 28% .. 
,", 

Poor 16% 15% 18% 18% 5% 18% 38% 23% 34% 8% 9% 33% 14% 16% 23% 17% 13% 21% . 

Not sure 2% 2% 1% 2% 1% 2% 1% 1% 2% 1% 3% 1% 2% 1% 1%~ , 

Total Excellent/Good 38% 36% 27% 47% 57% 24% 21% 25% 17% 61% 9% 12% 35% 46% 34% 36% 41% 

Total Not So Good/ 43% 45% 49% 38% 26% 51% 66% 54% 64% 24% 32% 81% 46% 37% 45% 44% 41% 
Poor 

• Asked of one-half the respondents. The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, 
children, and public school/low confidence. ' 
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PET E R O. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 43 "National Education 

Study #4838 


1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 


Q.9a. (FORM A) Generally speaking, how would you rate the quality of the public schools. in the nation today--excellent, good, just fair, not so good, or 

Sex Age Occupation Nonretired Income Race 
Banner 3 .. ~.-.-.---. :~==================:==::===:= -._.----------------- ..•... ---_.- ==============~====================== ---~---.-- .. -

Profes- IIhite Blue 
All 65 and slonals/ collar collar More than $50,000- $30,000- less than 

Voters Men lIomen 18-2930-3940'49'50-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000 
.--_. ----_. --_.- ----- -- ...._.-- -- ... - _.-._.-- .. -- ... - -------.* _._----- -------- --------- ------ --_.-. 

Total 500 239 261 67 103 114 126 89 110 110 108 102 70 87 116 93 407 44 

Excellent 1% 1% 1% 2% 1% 1% 1% 1% 3% 2% 1% 1% 

Good 22% 19% 25% 18% 18% 29% 21% 23% 23% 20% 21% 24% 29X 18% 21% 17'X 23% 12% 

Just fair 45% 43% 47'X 50% 40% 44% 43% 51% 51% 42% 46% 46% 48% 46% 41% 49% 47'X 40% 

Not so good 14% 18% 11% 19% 20% 8% 15% 11% 12% 16% 18% 8% 17'X 14% 20% 12% 13% 19% 

Poor 14% 16% . 12% 13% 18% 1'4% 15% 9% 11% 16% 14% 13% 4% 15% 14% 21% 12% 26% 

Not sure 4% 3% 4% 4% 3% 5% 5% ~% 5% 1% 6% 2% 5% 4% 1% 4% 2% 

Total Excellent/Good 23% 20% 26% 18% 18% 31% 22% 24% 24% 21% 21% 27'X 29% 20% 21% 17'X 24% 13%~ 
Total Not So Good/ 28% 34% 23% 32% 38% 22% 30% 20% 23% 32% 32% 21% 21% 29% 34% 33% 25% 45% 
Poor~ 


~ 
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:0 • Asked of one-half the respondents. The percentages in the following columns are,statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national standards/noti,::~' 
("') favorable, and non-public school children. ' " , ,~-:,c:f~~;'t:~;::.::I:: ' . ~:-}"tif;;;" 
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PET E R O. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 43 	 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.9a. (FORM A) Generally speaking, how would 	you rate the quality of the public schools in the nation tOday--excellent, good, just fair, not so good, or poor? * 

Children In Household Education Education: Sex TyPe Of Area 
__ ~._. __ ••• __ ._. ___ .• ___ .4 __ ._ •• ___ •• ___ • __ ~. __ ~ •• ___ •• _ ======================== ________________ . ________ . ____ ... __ ._ ==========================Banner 4 
Children Public Non-public Public High College Men/non- Men/ Women/non- Women/ Medium/ Small .. 

All in school school school/low school Some graduate college- college- college- college- Large small townj.c -
Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city city Suburb 

__ 4 ••• _. _ _____ .~ .--- .. ---._.-_.- -- ... ---.- -- .. _-- ----_.- -------- --~---.- ----.. ----_.--~ ---~ 

Total 	 500 186 93 93 139 20 64 177 141 179 113 125 117 143 105 

Excellent 1% 1% 1% 2% 1% 1% 2% 1% 1% 


Good 22% 27% 24% 31% 30% 30% 24% 23% 21% 21% 19% 19% 25% 24% 19% 


Just fair 45% 43% 41% 45% 43% 26% 40% 40% 49% 47% 42% 44% 41% - 52% 36% 47% 


Not so good -14% 15% 19% 10% 13% 16% 17% 15% 10% 16% 17% 19% 12% 10% 16% 14% 19% 


Poor 14% 10% 12% 8% 8% 24% 15% 17% 14% 12% 18% 14% 16% 10% 26% 13% 10% 9% ;-.; 

·~i 

Not sure 4% 5% 4% 5% 5% . 4% 4% 3% 6% 3% 3% 4% 4% 3% 2% 5% 3% 4% ._ 

("'. .~:. 

Total Excellent/Good 23% 27% 24% 32% 31% 30% 24% 25% 21% 22% 20% 19% 27% 25% 20% 21% 

Tot-al Not So Good/ 28% 25% 31% 18% 21% 40% 32% 32% 24% 28% 35% 33% 28% 20% 42% 27% 
Poor 

") 

* Asked of one-half the respondents. The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national standards/qo(E. 
favorable, and non-publ ic school children. ' :-:;~'." 
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Area. 

Both North- Mid-
high east 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 43 Nati onal Educat i on 

StUdy #4838 


1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 


Q.9a. (FORM A) Generally speaking, how would you rate the quality of the public schools in the nation today--excellent, good, just fair, not so good, 

Party PO.l itical 
1996 Vote Other Identification Ideology Priorities 

Banner 1 --------------------- =============================== ._--------------------- ==================== ----------------------. 
Cl inton Cl inton 

All Clinton Dole Perot base swing Open to Not for Demo- Inde- Repub- Education Budget 
Voters voters voters voters voters voters Cl inton Cl inton crats pendents.l icans left Center Right higher higher 

_... --- ------ >_.-- .. ---_... ._----- --_._-- ------ --------- ---~-- --- ..... _.-- .~.-.- .. _---- •.. -._-- -----

Total 500 210 168 28 161 75 109 156 '219 94 187 159 170 163 162 84 248 120 117 158. 106 

Excellent 1% 2% 1% 2% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 2% 1% 1% 1% 2% 1%-'·',1% 

Good 22% 25% 18% 1"1. 28% 24% 22% 16% 25% 20% 20% 26% 20% 21% 21% 25% 22% 19% 

Just fai r 45% 47% 45% 44% 45% 48% 51% 40% 46% 48% 43% 45% 50% 40% 47% 43% 44% 50% 

Not so good 14% 12% 18% 16% 11% 12% 11% 21% 11% 15% 17% 12% 12% 18% 12% 12% 16% 16% 

Poor 14% 11% 16% 22% . 12% . 10% 11% .20% 13% 13% 16% 12% 12% 18% 16% 15% 13% 10% 

Not sure 4% 3% 2% 7"" 2% 5% 4% 3% 4% 3% 3% 4% 4% 3% 3% 4% 4% 3% 

~ Total Excellent/Good 23% 27% 19% 11% 30% 25% 23% 16% 26% 21% 21% 27% 22% 21% 22% 26% .23% 21%:0.-.<: Total Not So Good/ 28% 23% 34% 38% 23% 22% 22%· 41% 24% 28% 33% 24% 24% 36% 28% 27% 29% 26% 
Poor 

~ 
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~ 
as 
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~ 
:0 * Asked of .one-half the respondents. The.percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national standards/iio.t~;:,
() favorable, and non-publ ic school children. . \'~YIPl:~ 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

ColUTlUl 43 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.9a. (FORM A) Generally speaking, how would you rate the quality of the public schools in the nation today--excellent, good, just fair, not so good, or poor? * 

Federal Type 
Education Role Need For Change Of Change Local Schools National Standards National Test 

Banner 2 ••••• -.-.~ •.• --- •• ====================== --------------- ======================= - •• ----.-.---.-.-~- •• --.-.-.- •• ================================ 
Keep Major Major 

All Favor Oppose the Major change/ change/ Just Favorable/ Favorable/ Not Strong \leak 
Voters more Mixed more same changes OVerhaul public private Positive fair Negative with feds ,not feds favorable supporters supporters 

__ • __ .~ _ •••• _________ •••• _ ••••••• __ ••• _ e ____ ••• _ •••• ______---_.- ----- ---._-- -------
, Total" 500 255 101 131 216 168 104 180 78' 260 137 95 271 151 48 187 

Excellent 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 2% 1% 

Good 22% 22% 16% 27% 32% 16% 10% 16% 9% 37% 9% 2% 21% 25% 20% 19% 

Just fair 45% 43% 51% 42% 46% 48% 37% 45% 41% 44% 63% 24% 49% 41% 35% 46% 51% 

Noeso good 14% 16% 16% 12% 8% 19% 20% 18% 22% 10% 14% 23% 13% 15% 20% 16% 11% 

Poor '14% 14% 15% 13% 8% 14% 28% 18% 24% 5% 10% 48% 12% 14% 25r. 14% 11% 23%~\ 

Not sure 4% 4% 1% 5% 5% 2r. 4% 2% 4r. 3% 4% 3% 4% 3% 4% 3% 3% , 

Total Excellent/Good 23% 23% 17% 28% 33% 17% 11% 17% 9% 38% 9% 2% 22% 27% 20% 20% 24% 3ei% 

, Total Not So Good/ 28% 30r. 31% 25% 16% 33% 48% 36% 46r. 15% 24% 71% 25% 29% 45% 30% 22% 
Poor 

~" '-'''::.':.' 

* Asked of one-half the respondents. The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national 
favorable, and non-public school children. 
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Excellent 2% 1X 2X 1X 2X 3X 2% 1X 1X 3X 2X 1X 2% 1X 5X 2% 1X 

Good 291 28X 30X 23X 291 33% 30% 27% 28% 26% 33X 291 37% 27% zen: 26% 30% 23% 291 31X' 
)' : 

Just'fai r 31X 29% 34% 33% .26% 28% 33% 36% .34% 31X 27% . 33X 32X 34% 28X 32X 33X 26% 28% 31X . ~,;, 

Not so good 20X 24% 17% 28% 25% 191 15% 191 21% 22X 22X 16X 191 22X 23% 21X 20% 25X 


Poor 15X 16% 15X 15X 16% 16% 16X 13% 14% 17% 15X 16X 10X 12% 16X .18X 14X 191 


Not sure 3X 2X 2% 1% 3% 2% 3% 3X 2% 4% 2X 3X 2X 3X 3% 1X 2% 2X 


~ 
Total Excellent/Good 31X 29X 32X 23% 30% 35X 33% zen: 29% 26X 34X 32X 37% 291 30% 28X 31X. 28X 

~ Total Not So Goodl 35% 40% 32% 43X 41% 35% 31% 32X 35% 39% 37% 32X 29X 34% 391. 391 34X .44% 

Poor
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 543 National Education 
Study #4838 

2/5/97 January 21,24, 1997 

Q.9a. (FORM A) Generally speaking, how would you rate the quality of the public schools in the nation today··excellent, good, just fair, not so good, or poor? 
Q.9c. (FORM B) Thinking about the country overall, how.would you rate the quality of the education students receIve in the public schools todaY"excellent, good, 
or poor?· * 

Sex Age occupation Nonretired Income Race 
Banner 3 ...... -•• _.•• ============================== _.-._.-_.- ••• -••••• _-_ •••. -•• -- •• ===:=:==:=::a=::_:===:::::=====::==:: •• _______ a._. ======••aeaa 

Profes- White Blue 
All 65 and sionals/ co(lar collar More than $50,000- $30,000- Less than evan-

Voters Men Women 18-29 30~39 40-49 50-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000 $30;'000 WhItes Blacks gelic~ 
....... -. ........... 


Total 1002· 494 508 139 200 238 246 176 212 209 221 220 136 163 238 188 805 97 136 

20X 

3'" 
41X 



PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC 1 ATE S 

Column 543 National Education 
Study #4838 

2/5/97 January 21-24, 1997 

0.9a. (FORM A) Generally speaking, how would you rate the quality of the public schools in the nation today--excellent, good, just fair, not so good, or poor? 

0.9c. (FORM ~) Thinking about the country overall, how would you rate, the quality of the education students receive in the public schools today--excellent, good, not so good, 

or poor? * 


Children In Household Education ' Education: Sex Type of Area 
Banner 4 --~.-----------.-----.------.--------~------.---- •• --- •• ======================== _._._-._ ••• _-_._---- ••• ---_._-._----. ============= 


'Chi Idren Public Non-public Publ ic High College Men/non- Men/ "omen/non- "omen/ MediUII/

All in school schooL school/low school Some graduate coLlege- colLege- coLlege- college- large small 


Voters ~~~~~~~:~ ~~~~~:~ ~~~~~:~ :~~:~:~~ __ :~~:~:~~ :~~~~~~~~ ~:_:~~~ :~::~!~ _~~_~:~ ~~:~~~ ~~:~~~ __ ~~:~~~ ~~:~:~ _:~:~ ___ :~;~,,_ 
TotaL 1002 379 190 189 278 50 109 334 279 386 209 284 218 288 209 256 

Excellent 2X 2" lX 1" 2X 1X 3X 1X 1X 1X 1X 4X 1X 1X 2X 1X 

Good 29% 35X 32X 38X 38X 24X 28X 33X 25X 29X 29X 28X 30X 29% 23X 27X 28X 

Just fair 31X 29X 27X 31X 28X 27X 28X 28X 34X 32X m 28" 30X 37X 26X 36X 32X 30X' 

Not so good 20X 21X 26X 17X 20X 27X 24X 20X 19% 22X 25X 23X 16X 18X 25X 18X 22X 


Poor 15X 11" 12X 10X 9% 21X 16" 15" 17X 14X 15X 17X ' 17X 13X 24X 13X 15X 


Not sure 3% 2% 2X 3X 3X 1X 3X 1X 4X ',2X 1" 3" 3X 2X 1X 


Total Excellent/Good' 31X 37X 33X 39" 40X 24X 29X 36X 26X 30X 30X 29X 34X 30X 24X 


Total Not So Good/ 35X 32% 38X 27X 29% 48X 40X 35X 36X 36X 40X 40" • '33X 31X 49% 

Poor .. 


" 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE' S 

Cotlllll'l 543 National Education 
'S t udy #4838 

2/5/97 January 21-24, 1997 

0.90. (FORM A) Generally speaking, how would you rate the quality of the public schools in the nation tOday--excellent, goOd, just fair, not so goOd, or poor? 
0.9c. (FORM B) Thinking·about the country overall, how would you rate the quality of· the education students receive in the public schools tOday--excellent, goOd, 

.or poor? * 

1996 Vote Other 
Banner 1 --- ••.••.•• _.••••• -•• =============================== 

Clinton Cl inton 
All ct inton Dole Perot base swing Open to Not for 

Voters voters voters voters voters voters Clinton CLinton .•. _._. ___ .... _.a .•.••.... _._. ___ _._ .... 

Total 1002 418 327 56 318 151 233 299 


Excellent 2% 3% 1% 3% 1% 2% 


GoOd 29X 33% 25% 19X 34% 32X 30% 21% 


Just fair 31% 32% 30% 31% 30% 34% 32% 30% 


Not SO.goOd 20% 19% 22% 27% 19% 18% 18% 25% 


Poor 15% 11% 21% 18% 11% 12% 15% 22% 


Not sure 3% 2% 1% 5% . 3% 3% 3% 2%
~ 
:tI 

Total ExcelLent/Good 31% 36% 26% 19% 37% 33% 32% 21% -:::t 
Total Not So GoOd! 35% 30% 43% 45% 30% 30% 33% 47% 
Poor~ 

:tI 
-t 

~ 
as 
::0 
8j 
~ 
::0 

G) 
::0 a 
~ 

. 

Party Political 

Ident if i cati on Ideology Priorities 


-----.-~---.--.--.----- a===:=_===::======== •••• _.-------_.- •• -.--

Demo- Inde- Repub- Education Budget Both North, 
crats pendents Iicans Left Center Right higher higher high east 
--.~.- ----._-_. ---_.- ._---- -_ ... - ----_. -_._----- ---_.- ____ e. ______ 

418 210 374 313 335 328 334 197 453 237 

2% 1% 1% 2% 2% 1% 1% 2X 1% 

32% 25% 28% 31% 31% 26% 27% 31% 29X 32% 

32% 32X 30% 30% 34% 29X 31% 28% 33% 34% 

19X 22% 21% 20% 18% 24% 22% 18% 20% 
' ' 

19% 

12% 17% 18% 14% 13% 19X 16% 20% 13% 12% 

3% 3% 2% 3% 2% 2% 3% 2% 3% 2X 

34% 26% 29% 33% 33% 26% 28% 32% 31% 33% 

31% 39% 39X 34% 31% 43% 38% 38% 33% 31% 

• ..".'.!r':"I',i, 

Mid
west South 

234 322 

2% 2X 


36% 25% 24%· 


30% 


. 17% 

14%' . 

1% 

38% 


31% . 


~···· 

2 



PET E R D. H ART RE SEA R C HAS SOC I ATE S 

CoLumn 543 National Education 
Study #4838 

2/5/97 January 21-24, 1997 

0.9a_ ·(FORM A) Generally speaking, how wouLd you rate the quality of the public schools in the nation today--excellent, good, just fair, not so good, or poor? 

0.9c. (FORM B) Thinking about the country overall, how would you rate the quality of the education students receive·in the public sChools today--excellent, good, not so good, 

or poor? * 


Federal Type 
Education Role Need For Change Of Change Local. Schools National Standards National Test 

Banner 2 ----.------------- ====================== ------_ ••• ----- ======================= -----.------ •••• --- •• -~.---- •• 
Keep .Major Major 

All Favor Oppose the Major change/ change/ Just Favorable/ Favorable/ Not Strong . Weak 
Voters more Mixed more same changes Overhaul public private Positive fair Negative with feds not feds favorable supporters supporters _____ .. ______________________ 1 _.. ______ .~ ___ __ • _____ .. ______ ...... ___________ • ___________ ..... ____ ._. _____ ..................... _.. 


Total 1002 491 201 282 446 326 209 352 159 527 202 247 531 309 116 361 403 

Excellent 2X 2X 2X 2X 1X 1X 2X 3X 1X 2X 2X 1X 2X 2X 

Good 29% 28X 22X 36X 44X 19% 15X 19% .13X 47X 9% 8X 27X 34X 28X 26% 30X 

Just fair 31X 31X 38X 27X 30X 36X 24X 33X 30X 28X 61X 13X 33X 29% 26X 32X 35X 20X 

Not so good 20X 22X 24X 16X 15X 26X 24X 24X 26X 13X 17X 39% 22X 18X 21X 21X 19% 22X 

Poor 15X 14X 16X 16X 6X 16% 33X 20X 29X 6X 10X 38X 13X 15X 23X 16X 12X 22X 

Not sure 3X 3X 3X 3X 2% 3X 2X 2X 3X 3X 1X 3X 2X 1X 3% 2X .2X 

Total Excellent/Good 31X 30X 22X 38X 46X 20X 16X 21X 13X SOX 9X 9X 29% 36X 29X 28X 32X 

Total Not So Good/ 35X 36X 40X 32% 21X 42% 57% 44X 55X 19% 27X m 35X 33X 44X 37X 31X· 
Poor 

;~ .;'. 

..:..:~:; ,.j. 
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PET E.R D. HART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 3051 National Education 

1/31/97 
Study #4838 

January 21-24, 1997 

Q.12. PROPORTIONS WHO SAY SELECTED REASONS FOR MAKING PUBLIC EDUCATION A TOP NATIONAL PRIORITY ARE VERY CONVINCING 

* Asked of one-half the respondents (Form A). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: 

standards/not favorable, and non-public school children. , 

** Asked of one-half the respondents (Form B). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: 

school children, and public school/low confidence. . 


Sex Age· Occupation Nonret i red Income Race 
=========~==================== ----.-.--.---~.-.- ... ~-- .. ---.--- ===================================== .- ..... _- .... 

Profes- White Blue 
65 and sionals/ collar collar More than $50,000- $30,000- Less than 

Men Women 18-2930-39 40-49 50-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000 ,$30,000 Whites Blacks gelfcals; 

57% 57% 54% 52% 65% 60% 50% 58% 58% 59% 53% 57% 62% 57% 60% 53% 79% 

37% 39% 32% 30% 37% 46% 43% 36% 38% 38% 47% 36% 36% 33% 36% 36% .40% 38%' 

Perot voters, national 

Perot voters, non-public 
~f 

Banner 3 

.. \ole .liv~_ in. a time of 
rapid change, 
including new 
technology, .and we 
need a clear ' 
national commitment 
to make sure that 
our schools are able 
to keep up with the 
changes and new 
demands for 
excellence as we 
head into the 21st 
century **' 

The public schools 
have always been the 
place where new 
generations of 
Americans have 
learned about our 
nation's democratic 
values and 
traditions, and 
continuing that 
tradition is 
especially important 
now, as our society 
becomes increasingly 
diverse ** 

All 
Voters 

57% 

38% 
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Column 3051 National Education 

.,.' ":'.'.',....: 

. Study #4838 
1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997

Q.12. PROPORTIONS WHO SAY SELECTED REASONS FOR MAKING PUBLIC EDUCATION A TOP NATIONAL PRIORITY ARE VERY CONVINCING 

Children In Household Educat ion Education: Sex Type Of Area 
Banner 4 ._-------_ ..• --------- ••• _----- •••••••. -----_ ••••. _----- ==:===================== ••• -~ •• ~~.---- ••• ---.- •• ----.-.--- ••• ========================== 

Children Public Non-public Public High College Men/non- Men/ Women/non- Women/ Medium! Sma I 1
All in school school school/low school Some graduate college- college- college- college- Large small 

Voters household Fathers Mothers-children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city city Suburb 
------- -------- ---------- -----_._.- ------- ._._._. -------- •••• _--- •••• _--- ------_._. -------- ____ a 

We need strong . 65% 59% 60% 58% 58% 69% 63% 65% 69% 61% 63% 59% 73% 65% 61% 6('% 
schools with clear 
standards of 
achievement and 
discipl ine. to help 
instill the 
knowledge, values, 
and citizenship that 
are so important to 
our society * 

Now more than ever, 62% 63% 57% 68% 66% 56% 68% 64% 65% 57% 59% 57% 67% 64% 63% 62% 54% 65% 
it takes a good 
education to get a 
good job, and we 
need to make sure 
that Americans can 
get the ki nd of 
education and 
training they need 
to get ahead ** 

* Asked of one-half the respondents (Form A). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national 

standards/not favorable, and non-public school children. . 

** Asked of one-half the respondents (Form B). The percentages in the following columns are statisticallY'unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, 

school children, and public school/low confidence. . 

Continued 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 3051 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31197 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.12. PROPORTIONS WHO SAY SELECTED REASONS FOR MAKING PUBLIC EDUCATION A TOP NATIONAL PRIORITY ARE VERY CONVINCING 

Sex Age Occupation Nonretired Income Race Religion
Banner 3 ••••••• _---- ============================== ••••• _-_ •... _----_ .••••••••••••• - ===================================== ._ •• _._------ =============== 

Profes- White Blue White 
All 65 and sionals/ collar collar More than $50,000- $30,000- Less than evan- Catho-

Voters Men Women 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000 $30,000 Whites Blacks gelicals . 
._.~ _ _ * ___________ A_ •• _._ •• ______ • ••• __ ____ •••••••••••••••• _•••••• ••• __~ _ 

Quality education is 60% 60% 60% 48% 59% 68% 58% 64% 66% 54% 60% 64% 68% 59% 67% 43% 60% 70% 
the key to America's 
success in the new 
global economy, and 
we need to make sure 
that our'schools and 
universities are 
providing the 
world-class 
educat i on and 
training we'll need 
to keep America's 
economy in the 
foref ront· * 

_/ 

EdUcation is our 58% 53% -63% 40% 58% 66% 62% 56% 61% 57% 59% 59% 64% 54% 63% 52% 58% 68% 55% 58% ' 
country's way of 
providing real hope 
and opportunity for 
all Americans to 
improve themselves 
and live up to their 
potential, 
regardless of their 
economic 
circumstances * 

* Asked of one-half the respondents (Form A). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national 

standards/not favorable, and non-public school children. 

** Asked of one-half the respondents (Form B). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, non-public~ 


school children, and public school/low confidence. 

Continued 


.(.~:J~ '" 




____ A_ 

$30,000 Whites Blacks geLicals:-~: 

75% 

'i..-I}:",_ 

~ 

~ 

£= 

:::a .... 

~ 
~ 
::0 

~ 
~ 
::0 

~ 
Ci) 
::0 o 
c: 
'1J 

.'.:..:r:: .-,: 

0:1 

PET E R D. HART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 3051 NationaL Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.12. PROPORTIONS WHO SAY SELECTED REASONS FOR MAKING PUBLIC EDUCATION A TOP NATIONAL PRIORITY ARE VERY CONVINCING 

Sex Age Occupation Nonret i red Income Race 
Banner -3 ============================== .. -----.-- •• -•• ---.~.- ••. -.-.- •• - ==:================================== ___ .... 

Profes- White Blue 
Al L 65 and sionals/ coLLar coLLar More than $50,000- $30,000- Less than 

Voters Men Women 18-2930-3940-4950-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000 

We need strong 65% 61% 68% 54% - 52% 71% 68% 74% 61% 64% 64%- m 67% 57% 63% 62% 64% 
schooLs with cLear 
standards of 
ach ievement and 
discipline to help 
insti LL the 
knowledge, vaLues, 
and citizenship that 
are so important to 
our society '* 

Now more than ever, 62% 58% 65% 57% 62% 68% 58% 59% 64% 60% 69% 56% 59% 62% 64% 67% 58% 70% 
it takes a good 
education to get a 
good job, and we 
need to make sure 
that Americans can 
get the kind of 
educat i on and 
training they need 
to get ahead ** 

'* Asked of one-half the respondents (Form A). The percentages in the foLLowing columns are statisticaLLy unreLiabLe due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national 

standards/not favorable. and non-pubL Ic school chi Ldren. _

'*'* Asked of one-half the respondents (Form B). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a hjgh margin of error: Perot voters, non-publ ic~l'/_ 

school children, and public school/low confidence. or. _ 

Cont Inued -:~r~:-'-
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PET E R· D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 3051 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

.. ,,~,:,'~~' 

Q.12. PROPORTIONS WHO SAY SELECTED REASONS FOR MAKING PUBLIC EDUCATION A TOP NATIONAL PRIORITY ARE VERY CONVINCING 

Federal Type . 
Education Role Need For Change Of Change Local Schools National Standards National Test 

Banner 2 ........................... _.. .. .. .. .... ==============:======= .. _------------- ======================= ------_.-------_._------ .... ---- ================================. 
Keep Major Major ,\">.}: 

All Favor Oppose the Major change/ changel Just Favorablel Favorablel Not Strong Weak 
Voters more Mixed more same changes.Overhaul public private Positive fair Negative with feds not feds favorable supporters supporters ~uDDOrter~ 

We live in a time of 57% 67% 65% 36% 58% 55% 59% 65% 39% 62% 40% 57% 65% 55% 29% 
rapid change, 
including new 
technology, and 
need a clear . 

we 

national commitment 
to make sure that 

·our schools are able 
to keep up with the 
changes and new 

. demands for 
excellence as we 
head into the 21st 
century ** 

The public schools 38% 39% 39% 31% 38% 40% 37% 44% ,30% 42% 25% 39% 41% 41% 23% 
have always been the 
place where new 
generations of 
Ameri cans have 
tearned about our 
nation's democratic 
·values and 
traditions, and 
continuing that 
tradition is 
especially impOrtant 
now, as our society 
becomes increasingly 
diverse ** 

* Asked of one-half the respondents (Form A).· The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliaQle due to a high margin of error: 

standards/not favorable, and non-publiC school children. 

** Asked of one-half the respondents (Form B). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: 

school children, and public school/low confidence. 
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PET E R D. H ART RES -E ARC HAS SOC I ATE S 

Colurm 3051 National Education 
Study #4838 

. ,,:~1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.12. PROPORTIONS WHO SAY SELECTED REASONS FOR MAKING PUBLIC EDUCATION A TOP NATIONAL PRIORITY ARE VERY CONVINCING 

Federal Type 

Education Role Need For Change Of Change Local Schools National Standards National Test 


Banner 2 
 _______ ______ .._. ________ ..... ______ ====================== ._. ___ •• ____ ... _ ======================= _.... e ._ .. ___ • _____ =========================== 
Keep Major Major 

All Favor Oppose the Major change/ change/ Just ~avorable/ Favorable/ Not Strong Weak 
Voters more Mixed more same changes Overhaul public private Positive fajr Negative with feds not feds. favorable supporters supporters support~::,. 
............ ... ......... ' ...... _... .............. ........... ................ .. ...... 4o....... ................ .............. ... ...... ""...... .......... ~................. ...................... ..................... .. ............ - - - "'..................... ...................... .. .......... 


Quality education is 60% 63% 66% 51% 62% 59% 61% 65% 48% 61% 60% 57% 67% 57% 33% 72% 57%4'1~'f~;~ 
the key to America's .;'<;,} f:t· 
success in the new 
global economy, and 
we need to make sure 
that our schools and 
universities are 
providing the 
world-class 
educat Ion and 
traln-Ing we'll need 
to keep America's 
economy in the 
forefront * 

Education is our 58% 57% 70% 52% 57% 61% 57% 61% 51% 61% 57"" 51% 63% 62% 28% 65% 57% 
country's way of 
providing real hope 
and opportunity for 
all Americans to 
improve themselves 
and live up to their 
potential, 
_regardless of thei r 
economic 
circumstances * 

* Asked of one-half the respondents (Form A). - The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national 

standards/not favorable, and non-public school children. 

** Asked of one-half _the respondents (Form B). The percentages in the- following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, non-public 

school children, and public school/low confidence. 

Contlnuod 
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PET E R D. HART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 3051 National Education 
Study #4838 ,,::;1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.12. PROPORTIONS WHO SAY SELECTED REASONS FOR MAKING PUBLIC EDUCATION A TOP NATIONAL PRIORITY ARE VERY CONVINCING 

Party Political 
1996 Vote Other Ident if icat! on Ideology Priorities 

Banner 1 .- ••. -.•• --.--.----.~ ==:============================ -••• -- •• --~-.- •• -- •• -•. ==================== ._._._ .... -- .. _---_._-
Clinton Clinton 

All Clinton Dole Perot base swing Open to Not for Demo- inde- Repub Education Budget 
Voters voters voters voters voters voters Clinton Clinton crats pendents . I i cans Left Center. Right higher higher high 

We live in a time of ·57% 70% 41% 48% 74% 66% 50% 41% 169% 58% 44% ·70% 63% 41% 60% 36% 68% 
'rapid change, 
including new 
technology, and we 
need a clear 
national commitment 
to make sure that 
our schools are able 
to keep up with the 
changes and new 
demands for 
excellence as we 
head into the 21st 
century ** . 

The public schools 38% 46% 29% 37% 49% 38% 31%. 32%42% 41% 32% 40% 42% 32% 34% 27% 48% 41% 
have always been the 
pI ace where new 
generations of 
Americans have 
learned about our 
nation's democratic 
values and 
tradit ions, and 
continuing that 
tradition is 
especially important 
now, as our society 
becomes increasingly )
diverse ** 

* Asked of one-half the respondents (Form A). The percentages in the following colUmns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national 

standards/not favorable, and non-public school children. '. '.' 

** Asked of'one-half the respondents (Form B). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, 

school children, and public school/low confidence. 
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Both North
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PET E R ~~ HART RES EAR C HAS SOC 1 ATE S 

Column 3051 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 january 21-24, 1997 

Q.12. PROPORTIONS ~HO SAY SELECTED REASONS FOR MAKING PUBLIC EDUCATION A TOP NATIONAL PRIORITY ARE VERY CONVINCING 

Federal Type 
Education Role Need For Change Of Change Local Schools National Standards National Test 

Banner 2 -----_ ••• _---- .••• ====================== -----_ ••. _---.- ======================= ------ ••• -------------------- •• ================================ 
Keep Major Major

All Favor' Oppose the - Major change! change! Just Fayorable! Favorable! Not Strong \leak No';;;" 
Voters more Mixed more same changes Overhaul publ ic private Positive fair Negative wl,th feds not feds favorable supporters supporters ,t-",-Q:

\I~ need strong 65% 66% 69% 59% 61% 68% 67% 67% 67% 65% 65% 60% 69% 68% 34% 68% 67% 
schools with clear 
standards of 
achievement and 
discipline to help 
inst ill the 
knowledge, values, 
and citizenship 'that 
are so important to 
our soci ety ,. 

'Now more than ever I 62% 72% 62% 43% _ 61% .63% 65% 67% 56% 60% 56% 67% 70% 57% 40% 72% 63% 44%,; 
f t'" takes a good 
education to get a 
good job, and we 
need to make sure 
that Americans can 
get the kind of 
educat i on and 
training they need 
to get ahead ** 

* Asked of one-half the respondents (Form-A). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national 
standards!not favorable, and non-public school children. 

** Asked of one-half the respondents (Form B). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of ~rror: Perot voters, non-public", 

schoolchildren, and public school!low confidence. ' 

Continued 
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CoL\.m'I 3051 NationaL Education 

•. .~~>J;.} 

Study #4838 
1131197 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.12. PROPORTIONS WHO SAY SELECTED REASONS FOR MAKING PUBLIC EDUCATION A TOP NATIONAL PRIORITY ARE VERY CONVINCING 

Party Political 
1996 Vote Other Identificati on Ideology Priorities Area 

Banner 1 •.•••• _-_ .. _--------- =============================== --.~.------.------ .• ~ •• ==================== ._._------.- ... _._------- ======================== 
Cl inton Cl inton 

All CL inton Dole Perot base swing Open to Not for Demo- Inde- Repub- Education Budget Botn North- Mid-
Voters voters voters voters voters voters CLinton Clinton crats pendents L icans Left Center Right higner higher hign . east west _... __ ..... __ ......_-- ------- ... _.. ------ ....... ------- .--~.-- . .. _._. --------- --_ ...._--_. ~-.--. 


QuaL ity education ,is 60% 64% 59% 71% 66% 63% 68% 47% ' 67% 52% 56% 65% 62% 53% 66% 47% 61% 61% 57%'
the key to America's 

success in tne new 

gLobal economy, and 

we need to make sure 

that our schooLs and 


'universities are 
providing the 
world-class 
educat i on and 
training we'll need -~ 

to keep America's 
economy in the ~-

forefront * 

Education is our 58% 66% 57% 51% 66% 66% 50% 51% 65% 50% 54% . 64% 62% 50% 58% 50% 62% 62% 55% 
country's way of 
providing real hope 
and opportunity for 
all Americans to 
improve themselves 
and I ive' up to tnei r 
potential, 
regardLess of their 
economic 
circumstances * 

* Asked of one-haLf the respondents (Form A). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreLiabLe due to a hign margin of error: Perot voters, nationaL 

standards/not favorabLe, and non-pubLic schooL children. 

** Asked of one-naLf the respondents (Form B). The percentages in the foLLowing coLumns are statistically unreliabLe due to a hign margin of error: Perot voters, 

schooL chiLdren, and pubLic school/Low confidence. . 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C H 'A S SOC I ATE S 

Column 3051 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q_12. PROPORTIONS WHO SAY SELECTED REASONS FOR MAKING PUBLIC EDUCATION A TOP NATIONAL PRIORITY ARE VERY CONVINCING 

Party Pol Hical 
1996 Vote Other Identification Ideology Priorities _____________________ =============================== _____ ~._. ___ ~ •• __ a ==================== ______________ ._. ___ ~_.___ ••Banner 1 

Clinton Clinton 
All Clinton Dole Perot base swing Open to Not for Demo- Inde- Repub- Education Budget Both North-

Voters voters voters voters voters voters Clinton Ctinton crats' pendents ticans Left Center Right higher higher high east 

~'~:;~f~J/ 
We need strong 65% 66% 65% 67% 70% 61% 62% 63% \ 69% 55%, 64% 68% 66% 61% 60% 56% 71% 61% 68% 65% 64£:::; 
schools with clear 
standards of 
ach ievement and 
discipline to help 
instill the 
knowledge, values, 
and citizenship that 
are so important to 
our society" 

.'-:;<}., 

Now more than ever, 62% ,69% 52% 61% 68% 69% 63% 48% 67% 65% 54% 67% 67% 51% 67% 45% 67% 69% 65% 
it takes a good 
education to get a 
good job, and we 
need to make sure 
that Americans can 
get the kind of 
education and 
training they ne~ 
to get ahead .... 

Area 
=================~== 

Mid

• '>"" 

.. Asked of one-half the respondents (Form A). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national 
standards/not favorable, and non-public school children. , ' 
.... Asked of one-half the respondents (Form B). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high,margin of error: Perot voters, non-public 
school children, and public school/low confidence. 

.'!" 
. 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS S O,C I ATE S 

Column 544 ~ational Education 

Study #4838 


2/5/97 January 21-24, 1997 


Q.9b. (FORM A) And how would you rate the quality of the public schools in your local cornmunity--excellent, good, just fair, not so good, or poor? 

Q.9d. (FORM B) And thinking about your own local community now" how would you rate the quality of the education students receive in your local public schools--excellent, 

not so good, or poor? • 


Sex Age Occupation Honretired Income Jjace
Sanner 3 -•• ~-~ •• ---. ==========================s=== -- •• -- •• -.---.~.--.---~---~- •. -*- :========~=========================== -. ______ .._.. =====~====~~~~ 

Profes- White Blue White, 
All 65 and sionals/ collar collar More than $50,000- $30,000- Less than evan-

Voters Men Women 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000 $30,000 Whites Btacks geti'cal's'/U 

Total 1002 494 '508 139 200 238 246 176 212 209 221. 220 136 163 238 188 805 97 136 

Excellent 13X 13X 13X ax 14X 16X 15X 9% 16X 14X 13X 11X 22X 15X ' 10X 12" 13" lOX 15" 12X ' 

Good 40X 38X 41X 37X 37X 41X 42X 39% 40X 35X 43X 43X 41X 42X 40X 34X 43" 21X 

Just fair 20X 19X 21X 27X 15X 17X 19X 26X 19X 19% , 15X 23X 15X 19X 20X 25X 20X 24X 

Noiso 9'ood 13X 17X '10X 17X 16X 15X 12X 9% 12X 17X 18X ,8X 10X 15X 16X 15X 11X 25X 

Poor '11X l1X 12X 10X 14X 11X 9% 11X 11X 13X 10X 11X 10X 7X 13X 12X lOX 19% 

Not sure 3X 2X 3X 1X 4X 3X 6X 2" 2X 1X 4X 2X 2X lX 2X 3X 1X 

~ Total Excellent/Good 53X 51X 54X 45X 51X' 57X 57Y. 48X 56X 49% 56X 54X 63X 57X 50X 46X 56X 31X 

TotaL Not So Good/ 24X 28X 22X 27X 30X 26X 21X 20X 23X 30X 28X 19X 20X 22X 29% . 27X 21X 44X~ Poor 
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PET E R D. H A R. T RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

ColUIM 544 National Education 

215/97 
Study #4838 

January 21'24, 1997 

Q.9b. (FORM A) And how would you rate the quality of the public schools in your local community··excellent, good, just fair, not so good, or poor? 
. Q.9d. (FORM B) And thinking about your own local community now, how would you rate the quality of the education students receive in your local public schools--excellent, good,
not so good, or poor? .. ' . ( 

Children In Household Education Education: Sex Type Of Area 
Bamer 4 .**~ ••••• -- •• --- •• ----.-- •••••• --- •• ---.------- •• --.-. -- ===:===============:==== -- .••. ---- •• ---- ..... -.---------- •. --- ===========a======•••====_ 

. Children Public Non'public Publ ic High College Men/non- Men! Women/non- Women/ Mediunt 
All in school school school/low school Some graduate college' college- college- college- Large . small 

Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city city Suburb 
__ ~ _______ _ •• a _________ .. _. ___ •. .. _- ........... - ---_ .. _- ..... -._ ... _._------ ... ----_._ .. - ... ----- ------. ---- .... --_._.-

y;- ~; 
~ 

Total 1002 379 190 189 278 50 109 334 279 386 209 284 218 288 209,. 

Ex.cellent 13% 15r. 17% 13X 16X 10X 8X 13X 8X 16X 10X 15X 14X 12X 6% 


Good 40X 42r. 39% 45X 44X 34X 37% 39X 41X 39X 42% 34X 37X 44% 27% 41X 


Just fair 20" 18r. 15% 21~ 16X 27X 16% 19" 23" 20% 18% 20X 20X 22" 22" 24" 17% 


Not so good 13" 16" 20" 11X 17% 16% 26X 14" 15X 11% 16% 18% 14% 8X 24" 8X 12X 12):: 

..1" 

~', 

Poor 11X 9r. 8X 9X 7% 13% 13% 12X 11% 11% 12X 10" 11X 12" 19% 13X 4X 9% 

Not sure j" 1" 1" 3X 2X 3% 2% 3X 4% 2X 2% 4" 2X 2%; 

Total Excellent/Good 53" 57X 56% 58" 60r. 44% 45% 52% 49" 55" 52% 49% 51% 56% 33% 51" 

Total Not So Goodl 24% 25X 28% 20% 24% 29% 39% 26" 26" 22" 28% 28X 25" 20% 43" 
Poor 

~. 
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pET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 44 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.9b. (FORM A) And how would you rate the quality of the public schools in your local community--excellent, good, just fair, not so good, or poor? * 

Party Political 
Identification Ideology Priorities Area 

====================Banner 1 

Total 

Excellent 

Good 

Just fair 

Not so good 

Poor 

Not sure 

Total Excellent/Good 

Total Not So Good/ 
Poor 

All 
Voters 

.500 

13% 

39% 

27% 

8%. 

11% 

2% 

52% 

19% 

1996 Vote 
._-----------------_. 
Clinton Dole Perot 
voters voters voters 

--~----' -~-.-- ... --

210 168 28 

12% 15% 15% 

39% 38% 37% 

30% 26% 22% 

. 8% 9% 4% 

10% 11% 22% 

1% 1% 

51% 53% 52% 

18% 20% 26% 

Other 
=============================== 
CI inton CI inton 

base swing Open to Not for 
voters voters Clinton Clinton 
~---.--

161 75 109 156 

11% 14% 11% 15% 

41% 37% 44% 36% 

28%. 34% 23% 26% 

8% 7% 6% 11% 

11% 7% 13% 11% 

1% 1% 3% 1% 

52% 51% 55% 51% 

19% 14% 19% 22% 

----_.-._._-----------
Demo- Inde- Repub
crat's pendents .1 i cans Left Center 

------ --------- ---_.- ----.- ----.
'219 94 187 159. 170 

10% 12% 16% 10% 12% 

42% 40% 36% 40% 42% 

28% 26% 27% 29% 26% 

8% 12% 7% 7% 8% 

11% 10% 11% 12% 9% 

1% 3% 2% 3% 

52% 52% 52% 50% 54% 

19% 22% 18% 19% 1.7% 22% 19% 17% 19% 17% 19% 

--_._-._ .. _-_._-------
Education Budget Both North- Mid-


Right higher higher high 

--- ..- ._------- ----- ,163 162 84 248 120 117 

16% 12% 14% 12% 17% 11% 

35% 41% 38% 39% 41% 45% 33% 4;X •. ... '.,,,., 

27% 26% 31% 28% 24% 24% 

11% 7% 7% 9% 9% 7% 

11% 12% 10% 10% 8% 12% 

2% 2% 1% 1% 

51% 53% 52% 51% 58% 56% 

* Asked of one-half the respondents. The percentages in the foliowing columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national 
favorable, and non-public school children. 
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44% 

28% 

PET E R D. H ART R E • EAR C H A·S SOC I ATE S 

Column 44 National Education 

1/31/97 
Study #4838 

January 21-24, 1997 

Q.9b; (FORM A) And how would you rate the quality of the public schools in your local community--excellent, good, just fair, not so good, or poor? * 

Federal Type 
Education Role Need For Change Of Change Local Schools Nat! ona l Standards . National Test 

. ,Banner 2 ..... _.. ... .. ... .. .. .. .. .. .. ... .. .. ..... ====================== ................... ,"," ... ~ .. ,.. ................ -........................ '" ....................=======:==:============::=======~-======================= 
Keep Major Major 

All Favor Oppose the Major change/ change/ Just Favorable/ Favorablel . Not Strong 
Voters more Mixed more same changes Overhaul public private Positive faJr Negative with feds not feds favorable supporters supporters. 

..... _- .... -- ..... - .. _---. --- ... -.-" ........... -_ ......... -_ .. -.... --.-_ .... -..... - .... - .. - -...... -..... ~ . . - ............. - .... _.. _.. -.. 

Total 500 255 101 131 216 168 104 180 78 260 137 95 271 151 48 187 

19% .Excellent 13% 9% 15% 18% 8% 8% 6% 13% 24% 10% 19% 9% 12% 


Good 39% 39% 38% 41% 45% 40% 25% 39% 23% 76% 42% 35% 37% 38% 


Just fair 27% 28% 29% 23% 24% 31% 30% 28% 35% - 100% 29% 25% 26% 28% 


liot so good 8% 8% 6% 11% 6% 9% 12% 10% 12% 44% 8% 9% 10% 10% 8% 


Poor 11% 14% 11% 5% 5% 11% 24% 16% 16% 56% 11% 9% 16% 11% 10% 15% 


Not sure 2% 2% 1% 1% 2% 1% 1% 1% 1% 3% . 2% 1% 2% ,3% , 

"":~." :

'. ,~' ::'~".: 

Total Excellent/Good 52% 48% 53% 60% 63% 48% 33% 45% 36% 100% 52% 54% 46% 50% 

Total Not So Good/ 19% 22% 17% 16% 11% 20% 36% 26% 28% 100% 19% 18% • 26% 21% 
Poor 

;.+ 

52% 

* Asked of one-half the respondents. The percentages in' the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national standards/not; 
favorable, and non-publ ic school chi ldren. ' ,.'~',:'i73 

I~' 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS S q C I ATE S 

National Education 
Study 114838 


1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 


Q.9b. (FORM A) And how would you rate the quality of the public schools in your local community--excellent, good, just fair, not so good, or poor? * 

Sex Age Occupation Nonretir·ed Income Race 
Banner 3 ------------ ============================== --------------------------"------ ===================================== --------~----

Profes- White Blue 
All 65 and sionals/ collar collar More than $50,000- $30,000- Less than 

Voters Men Women 18-2930-3940-4950-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000 $30,000 Whites Blacks geliea 
--- .. --.-. ----- ._--- -._.- •. -._. _._- ••.. .. _--- ••... -••. -- •. -- -*._- ..•. --- ..• -- --._--.~--. _ ~-.----. --------~ 

Total 500 239 261 67 103 114 126 89 110 110 108 102 70. 87 116 93 407 44 

Excellent 13% 13% 12% 5% 11% 17% 17% 9% 17% .16% 8% 11% 20% 11% i2% 10% 14% 4% 

Good 39% 38% 41%· 37% 38% 42%37% 41% 39% 34% 49% 40% 42% 39% 43% 33% 42% 18% 33% 43%

Just fair 27% 26% 29% 37% 20% 22% 30% 34% 25% 26% 22% 33% 24% 27% 22% 34%· 27% 38% 25% 27% .. _ 

Not so good 8% 11% 6% 9% 9% 10% . 9% 3%' 5% 12% 10% 5% 4% 11% 10% 9".{; 6% 23% 6% 8%-:;',,: 
.;':::t;f:~"· 

Poor 11% 11% 10% 12% 18% 9% 6% 10% 12% 11% 11% 10% 8% 9% 12% 14% 9% 17% 

Not sure 2% 1% 2% 4% 1% 3% 2% 1% 1% 2% 3% 1% 2% 

~ Total Excellent/Good 52% 51% 53% 42% 49%59% 54% 50% 56% 50% 57% 51% 62% 50% 55% 43% 56% 22% 

Total Not So Good/ 19% 22% 16% 21% 27% 19% 15% 13% 17% 23% 21% 15% 12% 20% 22% 23% 15% 40% 
Poor~ 


~ 
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<: 
G) 
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~ 
::0 * Asked of one-half the respondents. The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national 

favorable, and non-public school children.~ 
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city Suburb. 

132' 

9% 

38% 

32% 

6% 

PET E R, O. HART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 44 National Education 

1131;97 
-Study #4838 

January 21-24, 1997 

Q.9b. (FORM A) And how would you rate the quality of the public schools in your local community--excellent; good, just ,fair, n~t so good; or poor? • 

Children -In Household Education Education: Sex Type Of Area•• _.~_. ____ ~_~_. ___ •• _.A. _____ • ____ •• ____ •___'. _______ w __ ======================== _•• _•• _•• ~ ___ •• _*. __ ._.• _.._.._•. __ ._~ ======================~==.,Banner 4 
Children Public Non-public Public - High College Men/non- Men/ Women/non- Women/ Medit..lll/ 

All in school school school/low school Some graduate cortege- college- college- college- Large small 
Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city ____________________________ ... _____ ... ___ ._*._*_ .. __ . _- ________ •• ________ _______ ___ •_~ ~_.__ 6 •••• __ _ • ._ • __ • 

Totat, 500 186 93 93 139 20 64 177 141 179 113 125 117 143 105 
\ 

',:;. 
'·-,r,·" 

Excellent 13% 13% 15% 10% 15% 10% 6% 12% 8% 17% 8% 17% 12% 13% 5% 


Good 39% 42% 39% 45% 43% 29% 41% . 41% 44% 34% 45% 32% 40% 40% 27% 


Just fair 27% 23% 19% 27% 21% 37% 18% 26% 29% 28% 24% - 28% 27% 31% 33% 


Not so good _ 8% 11% 16% 8% 14% 4% 21% 9% 10% 7% 10% 12% 9% 3% 14% 


Poor 11% 10% 11% 9% 7% 20% 14% 11% 8% 12% 13% 9% 10% 11% 21% 13% 6% 6% 


Not sure 2% 1%' 1% 1% 1% 2% 2% 2% 2% 2% 1% 2%-: 


Total Excellent/Good 52% 55% 54% 55% 58% 39% 47% 53% 52% 51% 53% 49% 52% 53% 32% 

Total Not So Good/ 19% 21% 27% _ 17% 21% 24% 35% 20% 18% 19% 23% 21% 19% 14% 35% 
Poor 

j ! 

47% 

::. 

~, 

~.. \"; 

. _, " :'..:~::f:;~~ 
• Asked of one-half the respondents_ The percentages in the following col~s are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national standarasjri~t~ 
favorable, and non-publ i c school children. ~:,:r; :t.------
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PET E R D. HART RESEARCH ASS a C I ATE S 

Column 46 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.9d. (FORM B) And thinking about your own local conmJnity now, how would you rate the quality of the education students receive in your local public schools-·excellent, good, .. 
not so good, or poor? • 

Banner 1 

Total 

Excel lent 

Good 

Just fair 

Not so good 

Poor 

Not sure 

Total Excellent/Good 53% 57% 50% 55% 

Total Not So Good/ 
Poor 

30% 30% 33% 18% 

• Asked of one·half the respondents. The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, non-public school .. 
children, and public school/low confidence. 

1996 Vote 
-- •• -.•• --_.- .•• -._.

All Cl inton Dole Perot 
Voters voters voters'voters .... _.._..... _._a __ . ___ ._ 

502 207 159 29 

13% 13% 13% 8% 

40% 44% 37% 47% 

13% 10% 14% 23% 

18% 19% 21% 11% 

12% 11% 12% 7% 

4% 3% 3% 4% 

Party Political 
Other identification Ideology 

=============================== ----_._--_._._._------- ====::::::===:=====: 
Cl inton Cl inton 

base swing Open to Not for ilemo- I nde, Repub
voters voters Cl inton CLinton crats pendents I I cans Left Center Right. __ .. __ .. _. ______ ._._ . ____ . __ . __ ._ . __ . _________________ 

157 77 125 143 199 116 187 154 165 165 

14% 14% 15% 11% 13% 12% 15% 9% 17% 14% 

43% 42% 39% 36% 42% 37% 39% 44% 42% 33% 

10% 10% 17% 14% 12% 17% 11% 10% 13% 15% 

19% 19% 15% 20% 19% 15% 20% 18% 18% 20% 

12% 11% 9% 15% 12% 14% 11% 15% 7% 14% 

2% 4% 5% 4% 2% 5% 4% 4% 3% 4% 

57% 56% 54% 47% 55% 49% 54% 53% 59% 47% 

31% 30% 24% 35% 31% 29% 31% 33% 25% 34% 

. 

Priorities Area 
- ••. ---~.---.-.-.- ••• - 

Education Budget Both North- Mid- <.' 

higher higher high east west 
.... __ .... -

173 113 205 117 117 

12% 15% 13% 18% 22% 9% 
- :~",' 

41% 42% 38% 46% 50% 33% :'3~%;:~ 
", ,",' 

12% 9% 15% 12% 10% 16% i,ci.%:: 
19% 18% 18% 12% 11% 

12% 12% 12% 11% 5% 

4% 4% 4% 1% 2% 

53% 57% 51% 64% 72% 

• 31% 30% 30% 23% 16% 

:F4r·r:.1:";.; 
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PET E R. D. H ART RES EAR C H A.S SOC I ATE S 

Column 46 National Education 

1{31{97 
Study #4838 

January 21-24, 1997 

Q;9d. (FORM B) And thinking about your own· local community now, how would you rate the quality of the education students receive in your local public schools--excellent, good, 
not so good, or poor? * 

Federal Type 
Education Role Need For Change Of Change Local Schools National Standards 

Banner 2 -----_._--_ .• -_._. ====================== --.-.*.- ... ~ .. - ======================= -------*----------------------
Keep Major Major 

All Favor Oppose the Major change/ change/ Just Favorable/ Favorable/ Not Strong 
Voters more Mixed more same changes Overhaul publ ic pdvate Positive fair Negative with feds 

- -- ... ----- ._---- -~-- ..• - --- ••. ~ ---_ ... -----*_. --_._----- ---------- -----_._- ---------
Total 502 236 99 151 230 158 105 172 81 267 65 152 260 158 68 174 

Excellent 13% 12% 10% .17X 21% 6% 10% 9% 3% 25% 12% 12% 21% 12% 

Good 40% 39% 37X 45% 49% 35% 30% 34% 32% 75% 39% 45% 31% 37X 

Just fair 13% 13% 14% 11% 11% . 17X 10% 13% 18% - ;OOX 12% 13% 15% 15% 

Not so good 18% 18% 26% 14% 14% 22% 21% 20% 25% 61% 21% 17X 15% 21% 15% 20%:,' 

Poor 12% 13% 13% 9% 2% 17X. 26% 20% 20% 39% 13% 9% 12% 13% 12% 10£: 

Not sure 4% 5% 4% 3% 3% 3% 4% 2% 3% 4% 6% 2% 3% 

Total Excellent/Good, 53% 51% 47X 62% 70% 41% 40% 43% 35% 100% 51r. 57X 52% 49% 

Total Not So Good/. 30% 31% 39% 23% 16% 39% 47X 40r. 45% 100% 34% 26% 27X 34% 
Poor 

':·1 

National Test 

Weal: 
not feds favorable supporters supporters. 

16% 

40X 

14% 

5~,;~ 

-,. 

* Asked of one-half the respondents. The percentages in the following columns. are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, non-public school 
children, and public school/!ow confidence. 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C H, ASS 0 C I ATE S 

Column 46 National Education 

Study #4838 


1/31/97 January 21·24, 1997 


Q.9d. (FORM B) And thinking about your own local community now, how would you rate the quality of the education students receive in your local pUblic schools·-excellent, good,' 
not so good, or poor? * ' , 

Sex Age Occupation Nonretired Income Race 
Banner 3 _.. --_. __ .. - ============================== .----.------.------.-----.--.. --- ===================================== ;-----------

Profes- White Blue 
All 65 and sionals/ collar collar More than $5(),OOO- $30,000- Less than , " 

Voters Men Women 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000 $30,000 Whites Blacks'ge~.* .. *~ -- •• - ._._•• __ .- •• _.- --_ ••• - •• _-_ ••• - •• - •• ---_ ••••• ------ --_._._-- -.-_ •••• -------- _.-_.--_. 

Total 502 255 247 72 97 124 121 87 102 \ 99 113 117 66' 76 ;22 95 398 53 

( 

Excellent 13% 13% 14% 10% 18% 15% 14X- 9% ' 15% 11% 18% 10% 24% 20% 7% 13% 13% 15% 12% 


Good 40% 37% 42% 37% 36% 40% 46% 37% 40% 37% 38% 46% 40% 45% 37% 35% 43% 23% 31% 44% 


Just fair 13% 13% 13% 18% 11% 13% 8% 18% 13% ,11% 8% 14% 6% 11% 17% 16% 14% 12% 17% 


Not so good 18% 23% 14% 26% 22% 19% 14% 15% 18% 22% 24% 11% 15% 18% 23% 21% 16% 27% 18% 


Poor 12% 11% 13% 8% 10% 13% 13% 13% 11% 16% 10% 13% 12% 5% 14% 10%. 10% 20% 16%· 


Not sure 4% 3% 4% 1% 3% 5% 8% 3% 3% 2% 6% 3% 1% 2% 5% 4% 3%.6%, 


f? Total Excellent/Good 53% 50% 56% 47% 54% 55% 60% 46% 55% 48% 56% 56% 64% 65% 44% 48% 56% 38% 43%· 

Total Not So Good/ 30% 34% 27%' 34% 32% 32% 27% 28% 29% 38% 34% 24% 27% 23% 37(: 31% 26% 47% 34%~ Poor

£= 
::0 
""'I 

~ 
~ 
::b 
m 
~ 
::0 * Asked of one-half the respondents. The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, 


children, and public 'school/low confidence. 
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PET E R D. H ART R E ~ EAR C H ASSOCI'ATES 

Column 46 National Education 

. Study #4838 


1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 


Q.9d. (FORM B) And thinking about your own local community now, how would you rate the quality of the education students receive in your local public schools--excellent, 

not so good, or poor? * 


Children In Household Education Education: Sex Type Of Area 
Banner 4 •••..••• __ ••• _----_ .• _-- •• --- •• -- ••• -- ••• ------- •• ----.- ======================== ._ ••• _•••. __ ._._------------------._. ========================== 

Children Public Non-public Publ i c High College Men/non- Men/ Women/non- Women/ . Medium! Smill., 
All in school school school/low school Some graduate college- college- college- college- large small 

Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city. city Suburb 
~ •• ~.--~. *_ ••••• -~-.-~. -------- -.-.-~--.- --_ ••• _-.- ._._-.- ------- -------- -------- -------- _._------- -------

.,.TotaL" . 502 193 97 96 138 30 45 \ 157 137 207 96 159 102 145 104 124 

Excellent 13% 18% 19% 17% 19% 10% 11% 15% 8% 15% 12% 13% 17% 12% 6% 11% 

Good 40% 42% 39% 44% 45% 37% 30% 37% 37% 44% 39% 36% 34% 48% 28% 44% 

Just fair 13% 13% 11% 15% 10% 21% 13% 11% 16% 13% 12% 14% 12% 13% 11% 17% 

Not,so good 18% 20% 25% 15% 20% 23% 34% 20% 21% 15% 22% 23% 18% 11% 34% 9% 17% 

Poor 12% 7% 5% 9% 6% 9% 12% 12% 15% 10% 11% 11% 13% 13% 17% 13% 4% .....--:;. 
Not sure 4% 1%' 5% 3% 3% . 4% 3% 6% 3% 4% 6% 3% 2% 

.!";;:' 

Total Excellent/Good 53% 60% 58% 61% 64% 47% . 41% 52% 45% 59% 51% 49% 51% 60% 34% 

Total Not So Good/ . 30% 27% \ 30% 24% 26% 32% 46% 32% 36% 25% 33% 34% 31% 24% 51% 
Poor 

:;";. 

" Asked of one-half the respondents. The percentages in the following columns are statistically unrel iable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, non-publ ic school 
chi ldren, and publ icschool/low confidence •. 
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PET E R D. H-A R T RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Colunn 547 - National Education 

2/5/97 _ 
Study #4838 

January 21-24, 1997 

Q.l0. (FORMS A &B) ~hen it comes to meeting the educationaL needs of the country, which one of the foLLowing approaches would you be more likely to favor: (a) doing what is 
necessary to improve the quaLity of education in _the public schools, or (b) using tax·funded vouchers or tax deductions to help parents pay the cost of sending their children 
to private or reLigious schools, Instead of public schooLs? 
(b) using some of the tax money we now spend on public schools to heLp parents pay the cost of_ sending their chiLdren to private or religious schools? * 

Party Political 
1996 Vote Other Identi fi cation Ideology Priorities _Area-

Banner 1 •__ .•••• -••• -•••••••• ========:==============a===a=== •__ •••••••••••••••••••• ==~=g•••==2===A.=a:= ..... -- .. --- .. -._.- .... 
CI inton- CI inton 

All Clinton Dole Perot base swing Open to Not for Demo- Inde- Repub- Education Budget 80th North- Mid-
Voters voters voters voters voters voters Clinton CLinton crllts pendents tlcans left Center Right higher-higher high east west South----_... -.--- ------ ---- .. - ______...._._. _._._ .. __ . _________ ... -_ ......••..••• . .... - ....•..•.•. _ 

Total 1002 418 327 56 318 151 233 299 418 210 374 313 335 328 334 197 453 237 234 322 210 '--: 

Improve quality of 69% SOX 56X 68X 79X 81X 69% 52X 78X 71X 58X 81X 73X 55X 75X 52X 73X 71X 72X 
education in pubLic 
schools 

Vouchers for private 26X 16X 40X 21X 16X 15X 25X 41X 17X 23X 36X 15X 22X 39X 21X 40X 22X 24X 24X 
or religious schools 

Depends (VOL) 2X 1X 3X 4X 2X 3X 2X 3X 2X 2X 3X 2X 2X 3X 2X 4X 2X 3X 1X 

Not sure 3X 3X lX 7X 3X 1X 4X 4X 3X 4X 3X 2X 3X 3X 2X 4X 3X 2X 3X 

,..J 
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66X 

PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 547 National Education 
Study #4838 

2/5!97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.10. (FORMS A &B) When it comes to meeting the educational needs of the country, which one of the following approaches would you be'more likely to favor: (a) doing what Is 
necessary to impr9ve the quality of education in the public schools, or (b) using tax-funded vouchers or tax deductions to help parents pay the cost of sending their children 
to private or religious schools, instead of public schools? 
(b) using some of the tax money we now spend on public schools to help parents pay the cost of sending their children to private or religious schools? * 

Federal Type 
Education'Role Need For Change Of Change local Schools National Standards National Test 

Banner 2 ............. "" .............. ,o. .. .... ====================== .................. WI..... .. .... .... =======::::========:==== ................ _... _............ _............. _............. _..... :=:=::====================a:=====~: 


Keep Major Major 
All Favor Oppose the' Major change! change! Just Favorable! Favorable! Not Strong 

,Voters more Mixed more same changes Overhaul public private Positive fair Negative with feds not feds favorable supporters support 
...... "' .. - ........... -- ....- _._ .. --_ .. ........... - -_ ..... -- ...... -.'..... -_._- .........-.. -.............. -..... --- .. ---_.- -.......... 


Total 1002 491 201 282 446 326 209 352 159 527 202 247 531 309 116 361 

Improve quality of 69X 78X 70X 53X 73X 68X 63X 100" 75" 63" 62" 73" 68X 49X 79X 
education in public '~;Jischools 

Vouchers for private 26X 1ax 28X 38X 21X 26X 35X 100X 21X 31X 32X 23X 27X 38X 18X 28X 36X 
" 

or religious schools 

Depends (VOL) 2" 2X 1X 3X 1X 4" 2" 1X 4X 3" 2" 2X 5X 1X 3X 4" 

Not sure 3" 2" 1X 6X 5X 2X 3" 2X 3" 2X 3X 8X 2X 

" 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 547 National Education 

Study #4838 


2/5/97 January 21-24, 1997 


Q.10. (FORMS A &B) Uhen it comes to meeting the educational needs of the. country, which one of the following approaches would you be more likely to favor: (a) doing what is 
necessary to improve the quality of education in the public schools, or (b) using tax-funded vouchers or tax deductions to help parents pay the cost of sending their children 
to private or religious schools, instead of public schools? 
(b) using some pf .the tax money we now spend on public schools to help pare~ts pay the cost of sending their chi.ldren to private or religious schools? * 

Sex Age Occupation Nonretired Income Race 
Banner 3 _.~. __ ~. __ 4. ============================== ~_ ••• _••• _••. _••• _••• __ •• _•• __ ••• ============:c=====================_= __ ••• _______ • 

Profes- White Blue 
All 65 and sionalsl collar collar More than $50,000- $30,000- Less than 

Voters Men Women 18-2930-3940-49 50-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000 $30,000 Whites Blacks gellcals .. -.\,. ........... . 


Total 1002 494 508 139 200 238 246 176 212 209 221 220 136 ',163 238 188 805 97 

Improve quality of 69% 66X nx 75X 66X 69X 69% 68X i3x 65X 68X nx 67% 73X 65X 70X 69X 81X 

education in public 

schools 


Vouchers for private 26X 28X 23X 22X 29X -27% 25X 24X 23X 29X 28X 21X 28X 22X '30X 25X 26X 15% 

or reli9ious schools 


Depends (VOL) 2X 3X 2X 2X 1X 3X 3X 1X 2X 4X 1X 1X 2" 2X 3X 3X 2X 3X 

Not sure 3X 3X 3X 4X 1X 3X 7% 2X 2X 3X 3X 2X 3X ;%1" 6" 3" 2"~i 
::0 
~ 
;z: 
:t:.; 
::0 
-t 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
::0 

~ 
§5 
a 
~ 



P E T,E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 547 National Education 
Study #4838 

2/5l97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.10. (FORMS A & B) \oIhen it comes to meeting the educational needs of the country, which one of the "following approaches would you be more likely to favor: (a) doing what is 
necessary to improve the quality of education in the public schools, or (b) using tax-funded vouchers or .tax deductions to help parents pay' the cost of sending their children 
to private or religious schools, instead of public schools? . '' 
(b) using some of the tax money we now spend on public schools to help·parents pay the cost of sending their children to priVate or religious schools? • 

, . Chi ldren In Household Educat"ion Education: Sex T,ype Of Area' "";~;; 

Banner 4 ----------------------------------.--------------------- ======================== ------.------------------------------ ==========================. 
. ' Chi ldren Public Non-publ ic Publ ic High College Hen/non- Menl Women/non- Women/ Hediunl " ,~sniBfl~ 

All in school school schoolllow school sOme graduate 'college- college- college- college- Large small" .' :::~ ....
voters, household Fathers Hothers ch ildren children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated ci ty. city ~1~~lIJF" 
••• -_. _.ft ••• _._ •• -- ___ •••••• _••••• -. ____ ••••••••• f ____ •• _________ •• _.- •••• _M -. • ____ ------____ •••••• _. ____________ --- -.~. 

Total 1002 379 190 189 278 50' 109 334 279 386 209 284 218' 288 209 25i;7';'~~~ 

Improve qual i ty of 69% 67X 65" 68X"" 70" 47X 49% 67X 71" 69% 66" 65" 70X 73" n" 73'" 68" 
.education in public 
schools 

Vouchers for private 26" 29% 31" 28" 25" 53" 48" 27X 24" 25" 28" 29" 25" 21" 24" 23" 26" 28"· 
or religious schools 

Depends (VOL) 2" 2" 2" 1" 2" 2" 2" 2" 3" 3Xo 3" . 1Xo 3Xo 3" 2Xo " 3Xo. 1" 

Not sure 3" 2" 2" 3". 3Xo 1" 4Xo . 3Xo 3Xo 3" 3" 4% 3% 1Xo 

.. 

f~'. .t----,, 
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PET E R O. HART RES E.A R C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 47 National Education 
Study #4838 .\ 

1131/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.10. (FORM A) When it comes to meeting the educational needs of the country, which one of the following approaches would you be more likely to favor: (a) doing what Is 

necessary to improve the quality of education in the public schools, or (b) using tax-funded vouchers or tax deductions to help parents pay the cost of sending their chi 

to private or religious schools, instead of public schools? * 


Party Political 

1996 Vote Other Identlfrcation Ideology Priorities A. 


Banner 1 ~ ••• --- •• -- •••. -••• -- =============================== ••.••••••••••••••••.••• =~==========.======= ................. -.---
Clinton CLinton 


All CLinton Dole Perot base swing Open to Not for Demo' . Inde' 'Repub- Education Budget Both North- Mid-

Voters voters voters voters voter's voters Clinton Clinton' crats pendentsllcans left Center Right higher higher high east 


--.--- -*---. -~- .. -- -_._._- -_ .. __ ..-- ... _._---,_. ••• _ •• ___ a •• ______ _ * ___ •• ,•• __________ ._ ••• _~_ 

Total 500 210 168 28 161 75 109 156 219 94 187 159 170 163 162 84 248 120 117 

ImProve quality of 69% 81% 53% 70% 78% 83% 74% 50% 76% 74% 59% 81% 74% 53% m. 51% 71% 73% 69% 66% 71%,. 
education in public 

. schools 

Vouchers ·for private 25% 15% 43% 19% 17% 11% 20% 43% 19% 19% 35% 14% 21% 40% 18% 42% 23% 21% 

or religious schools 


Depends (VOL) 3% 2% 3% 4% 3% 5% 1% 4% 3% 1% 4% 3% 3% 4% 3% 5% 3% 4% - , 

Not sure 3% 2% 1% 7% 2% 1% 5% 3% 2% 6% 2% 2% 2% 3% 2% 2% 3% 2% 

L~":':;" 

0":;" 

..-.", . ~ 

* Asked of one-half the respondents. The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national standards/not··· 
favorable, and non-public school children. 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS S 6 C I ATE S 

Column 47 National Education 
Study #4838 ""' 

1!31!97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.l0. (FORM A) When it 'comes to meeting the educational needs of the country, which one of the following approaches would you be more liKely to favor: (a) doing what 
necessary to improve the quality of education in the public schools, or (b) using tax-funded vouchers or tax deductions to help parents pay the cost of sending their children 
to private or religious schools; instead of public schools? * 

Banner 2 

Federal 
Education Role 

.*._---------*---
Need For Change 

====================== 

·Type 
Of Change Local Schools 

---------- .•. - ====:================== 
National Standards 

--------------------_._-------
National Test 

============~=================== 

All 
Voters 

Favor Oppose 
more Mixed more 

Keep 
the Major 

same changes Overhaul 

Major Major 
change! change! 
public private Positive 

Just 
fair Negative 

Favorable! Favorable! Not Strong 
with feds not feds favorable supporters supporters sUDOOrte~ 

.-~-- .. -~.- .. -

Total 500 255 101 131 216 . 168 104 180 78 260 137 95 271 151 48 187 

) 

Improve quality of 69% 77% 71% 53% 73% 68% 64% 100% 74% 67% 60% 74% 66% 48% 78% 
education in public 
schools 

Vouchers for private 25% 18% 25% 38% 21% 25% 34% 100% 21% 27% 32% 20% 30% 36% 18% 
or religious schools 

Depends (VOL) 3% 3% . 2% 4% 2% 5% 1% 2% 5% 4% 4% 2% 6% 3% 

Not sure . 3% 2% 2% 5% 4% 2% 1% 3% 1% 4% 2% 2% 10% 1% 

::,\ 

''-~'''. 

: .... 
. * ASKed of one-half the respondents. The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national 
favorable, and non-public school children. 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS S 0 C,I ATE S 

Column 47 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.10. (FORM A) When it comes to meeting the educational needs of the country, which one of the following approaches would you be more likely to favor: 

necessary to improve the quality of education in the public schools, or (b) using tax-funded vouchers or tax deductions to help parents pay the cost of sending their chi 

to private or rel igious schools, instead of publ ic schools? * 


Sex Age Occupation Nonretired Income Race 
Banner 3 --_.-------- ============================== ••• ------- •••• _.------_._._-.-.-- ===================================== ._------_._-

Profes- White Blue 
All 65 and sionals/ collar collar More than $50,000- $30,OOO~ less than 

Voters Men Women 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000, $75,000 $50,900 
----- .... _.. --._- ----- .... -- ........ "'.-- --- ...... ---- ... _- ...... ---- -*_ ..... --- ..... _--- -------- --_._ .. _-- ------ -----

\ 

Total 500 239 261 67 103 114 126 89 110 110 108 102 70 87 116 93 407 44 

Improve quality of 69% 65% 73% 73% 64% 69% 69% 72% 73% 63% 67% 77% 66% 68% 62% 71% 69% 85% 
education in public 
schools " .... 


Vouchers for private 25% 29% 21% 23% 28% 26% 24% 22% 21% 29% 30% 16% 26% 26% 30% 27% 26% 9% 

or religious schools 


Depends (VOL) 3% 4% . 3% 4% 3% 4% 4% 1% 3% 5% 1% 2% 4% 3% 5% 2% 2% 6% 


Not sure 3% 2% 3% 5% 1% 3% 5% 3% 3% 2% 5% 4% 3% 3% 3% 


* Asked of 'one-half the respondents. The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national standards(~or 
favorable, and non-public school children. .'' 



PET E R D_ ,H ART RES EAR C HAS S,O C I ATE S 

Column 47 National Education 

1/31/97 
Study #4838 

January 21-24, 1997 

Q.10. (FORM A) When it comes to meeting the educational needs' of the country, which one of the following approaches would you be more likely to favor:, (a) doing what is 
necessary to improve the quality of education, in the public schools, or (b) using tax-funded vouchers or tax deductions to help parents pay the cost of sending their childrer 
to private or religious schools, instead of public schools? • 

Children In Household Education Education: Sex Type Of Area 
Banner 4 ---.-._ .•..• -.. _--_._----._-_.-_._--------_.- ••. _-._---- ======================== ---_._._----------------------------- ========================== 


Children Public Non-public Public High College Men/non- Men! Women/non- Women/ Medium! Small 

All in school school school/low school Some graduate college- college-' college- college- Large small town/ 


Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city 
--~-.-----

Tota-l 500 186 93 93 139 20 64 
\ 

1n 141 179 113 125 117 143 105 

Improve quality of 69% 66% 62% 70% 65% 59% 49% 67% 72% 68% 69% 62% 69% 75% 73% 
education in publ ic 
schools 

V!lu;:t1~~s~fcir private 25% 29% 32% 26% 28% 41% 46% 27% 22% 26% 27% 31% 25% -18% 22%
'or religious'schools 

Depends '(VOL) 3% 2% 4% 1% 3% 4% 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% 2% 4% 5% 

5% ~,Not sure 3% 3% 2% 3% 4% 1% 3% 3% 3% 1% 4% 4% 3% 1% 5% 

city Suburb ,r.ural 

132 

, 70% 

27% 

2% 4% 

, :-:. 

* Asked of one-half the respondents. The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national 
favor~~le, and non-public school children. 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 48 National Education 

Study #4838 


1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 


Q.10.(FORM B) When it comes to meeting the educational needs of the country, which one of the following approaches would you be more likely to favor: (a) doing what is 

necessary to improve the qual ity of education in the publ ic schools, or (b) using some of the tax money we now spend on publ ic schools to help parents pay the cost of sending'::·,-.

their children to private or religious schools? * 


Party Political 
1996 Vote Other Ident i ficati on Ideology Priorities 

_ Banner 1 -----_ ... _----------- =============================== ------------------- .••• ==================== .--_._.- •• - •••• _-- ••••• 
Cl inton Cl inton 

All Cl inton . Dole Perot base swing Open to Not for Demo- Inde- Repub- Education Budget Both North-
Voters voters voters voters voters voters Clinton Clinton srats. pendents licans Left Center Right higher' higher . high east 

__________ M ________ • _____ • _ •••• _________ ---_.- --------- ------ -- .. - ............. 


Total 502 207 159 29 157 77 125 143 .199 116 187 154 165 165 173 113 205 117 

.-

Area 

Mid
west 

117 

Improve quality of 69% 80% 59% 67% 81% 79% 65% 54% 80% 69% 58% 80% 72% 56%. 74% 53% 75% 69% 76% 70% 60%" 
education in public -r. :. 

>:'.-.':schools 

Vouchers for private 26% 17% 37% 22% 15% 19% 30% 40% 16% 26% 37% 16% 24% 37% 23% 39% 21% 27% 22% 
or religious schools 

Depends (VOL) 2% 2% 4% 3% 1% 2% 2% 1% 1% 3% 1% 3% 1% 3% 

Not sure 3% 3% 2% 7% 4% 2% 2% 5% 4% 3% 3% 3% 3% 4% 2% 5% 3% 1% 2% 

* Asked of one-half the respondents. The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin ~f error: Perot voters, non-public school 
chi ldren, and publ ic school/low confidence. 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 48 National Education 

1!31/97 
Study #4838 

January 21'24, 1997 

Q.10.(FORM B) When it comes to meeting the eduCational needs of the country, which one of the following approaches would you be more likely to favor: (a) doing what is 
necessary to improve the quality of education in the public schools, or (b) using some of the tax money we now spend on public schools to help parents pay the cost of sendi,"! 
their children to private or religious schools? * " 

Federal Type 
Education Role Need For Change of Change Local Schools National Standards 

Banner 2' .- •. -•..••..••.... ====================== ......... __ .... ======================= ._ .. __ .- ... __ ._...... _........ . 
Keep Major Major 

All Favor Oppose the Major change! change! Just Favorable! Favorable! Not Strong 
Voters more Mixed more same changes Overhaul public 'private Positive fair Negative _~!~~.:~~ ..~~:.:~~ 2~~~~~~~: ~~~::~~ suppor 

\ 

Total 502 236 99 151 230 ' 158 105 172 81 267 65 152 260 158 68 174 

Improve qual ity of 69% 79% 69% 54% 73% 68% 62% 100% 76% 56% 63% 73% 69% 50% 79% 
education in public 
schools 

VouChers for private 26% 18% 30% 37% 21% 27% 36% 100% 20% 38% 33% ' 25% 24% 40% 19% 29% ' 34"
or religious schools 

Depends (VOL) 2% 1% 2% ,1% 2% 2% 1% 2% 2% 2% 4% 

Not sure 3% 2% 1% 7% 5% 3% 3% 4% 2% 2% 5% 6% 2% 

* Asked of one·half the respondents. The percentages in the following columns are statistfcally unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, non·public school' 
children, and public school!low confidence. ' 
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PET E R D. HART RES EAR C HAS soc I ATE S 

Column 48 National Education 
Study #4838 

1131/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.10.(FORM B) When it comes to meet'ing the educational needs of the country, which one of the following approaches would you be more likely to favor: 

necessary to improve the quality of education in the public schools, or (b) using some of the tax money we now spend on public schools to help parents pay the cost of 

their children to private or rel igious schools? * 


Sex Age occupation Nonretired Income Race 
Banner 3 -- .... - .... -••. ============================== -•• -•• - ••• -•••• -.-~ ••••• -••••• -•• ===================================== •.••• -.•..•.. 

Profes- White Blue 
All 65 and sionalsl collar collar More than $50,000- $30,000- less than 

Voters Men Women 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000 
... -.- ... -- ---.- ._--- -- ................. ---- ..... - .- ......- ------_ ... -------- ._ ..... __ .... 


Total 502 255 247 72 97 124 121 87 102 99 113 117 66 76 122 95 398 53 

Improve quality of 69% 67% 72% 77% 68% 68% 69% 65% 72% 68% 68% 67% 67% 79% 68% 70% 69% 77% 64" 64" 
~"-

education in public 
schools 

Vouchers for private 26% 28% 24% 20% 29% 27% 27% 26% 26% 29'1. 27% 25% 31% 17% 30% 23% 26% 19" 
or religious schools 

Oepends (VOL) 2% 2" 1% 2:c. 3% 1% 1% 1% 2% 1% 1% 1" 1% 3% 2:c. 2% 

Not sure 3% 3% 3% 1% 3% 2% 3% 8% 1% 1% 4% 7% 2% 3" 1% 4% 3% 2% 

* Asked of one-half the respondents. The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high 'margin of error: Perot voters, 
children, and public schoolilow confidence. 
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. PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I A.T E.S 

Column 48 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.10.(FORM B) When it comes to meeting the educational needs of the country, which one of the following approaches would you be more likely to favor: (a) doing what is 
necessary to improve the quality of education in the public schools, or (b) using some of the tax money we now spend on public schools to help parents pay the cost of sending 
their children to private or religious schools? * . 

Children In Household Education Education: Sex Type Of Area 
Banner 4 ......................................................................................................................... - ======================== ........................................ ;., .................................... '"' ==========================~...~ 


Children Public Non-publ ic Publ ic High College Men/non- Men/ Women/non- Women/ Medium/ 
All in school school school/low school Some graduate college- college- college- college- Large small 

Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated· city city 

Total 502 193 97 96 138 30 45 157 137 207 96 159 102 145 104 124 

Improve quality of 69% 67% 67"" 67% 75% 40% 50% 67% 70% 70% 64% 68% 72% 72% 72% 76% 
education in public 
schools 

Vouchers fOr private 26% 30% 30% 30% 22% 60% 50% 27% 27% 25% 29% 28% 24% 24% 25% 18% 
Or religious schools 

Oepends (VOL) 2% .1% 1% 1% ,% 3% 2% 2% 1% 2% 2% "1%., 

Not sure· 3% 2% 2% 2% 3% 5% 3% 2% 5% 2% 4% 3% ,% 4% 

,% 

2% 6%· 

, 


* Asked of one-half the respondents. The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due·to a high margin of error: Perot voters, non-public 
children; and public school/low confidence. 
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P E.T E R D. HART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 49 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.11a. From what you know, do you feel that the federa~ government is doing too much, doing too little, or doing the right amount when it comes 
education? 

Party Pol itical 
1996 Vote Other Identification. Ideology Priorities 

Banner 1 - .• ---- •• --------~- •• =============================== --~~.--- •• --- •• ----.--- ==================== ----.---- .. -- .... 
Clinton Clinton 

All Cl inton Dole Perot base swing Open to Not for Demo- Inde- Repub- Education Budget 
Voters voters voters voters voters voters Clinton Clinton crats pendents l i cans Left Center Right higher higher 

------- ------ ... --- .. -.- .. --_ ... - ----_.- ------ --------- ------ ---_._--- -----
Total 1002 418 327 56 318 151 233 299 418 210 374 313 335 328 334 197 

Doing too 
( 

much 15% 4% 28% 13% 4% 6% 11% 34% 4% 14% 28% 5% 8% 31% 6% 41% 

Doi ng too li tt le 61% 72% 51% 67% 70% 72% 62% 45% 71% 59% 51% 72% 65% 48% 70% 34% 

Doing the right 15% 15% 15% 15% 18% 11% 17% 14% 16% 13% 15% 16% . 16% 14% 15% 18% 
amount 

Not sure 9% 9% 6% 5% 8% 11% 10% 7% 9% 14% 6% 7% 11% 7% 9); 7% 

to dealing with the 

-- .. _

Both North-
high east 

.--._. 

453 237 

10% 9% 11% 18% 21% 

67% 66% 57% 61% 60% 

Area 

234 

'. 
14% 17% 21% 13% 

9% 8% 11); 

~. ;. 

2 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 49 National Education 
Study #4838 

1!31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.lla. From what you know, do you feel that the federal government is doing too much, doing too little, or doing the right amount when it comes to dealing with the issue of-
education? 

Federal Type 
Education Role Need For ChilOge Of Change Local Schools National Standards National Test 

Banner 2 -- •••••• ------ •••• ====================== --- ••••.. _--_ •• ======================= -- •••••. -•.•. _.-----_ •••• -----
Keep Major Major 

All Favor Oppose the Major change! change! Just Favorable! Favorable! Not Strong Weak 
Voters mOre Mixed more same changes Overhaul public-private Positive fair Negative. with feds not feds favorable supporters supporters 

------- _.... --- ----_ .. _.----.- .• _-- ----_._. ---_._._-- ---_ •• *--- --_._-*-- -----_. __ . ----------

Total 1002 491 201 282 446 326 209 352 159 527 202 247 531 309 116 361 403 

Doing too much 15% 7% 49% 13% 12% 21% 9% 30% 16% 13% 16% 6% 19% 48% 4% 13% 

Doing too little 61%~ 87% 93% 52% 72% 69% 79% 54% 56% 64% 71%_ 73% 50% 33% 78% 59% 

Doing the r.ight 15% 9% 33% 24% 11% 4% 7% 10% 19% 11% 8% 14% 18% 12% 13% 18% 
amount 

Not sure 9% 4% . 18% 11% 5% 6% 5% 6% 9% 12% 5% 7% 13% 7% 5% 10% 

e 



PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 49 Nat iona I Educa,t ion 

Study #4838 


1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

'. 

Q.l1a. From what you know, do you feel that the federal government, Is doing too much, doing too 'little, or doing the right amount when it comes to dealing with the 
education? 

Sex Age occupation Nonretired Income Race 
Banner 3 .. _._--*----- ============================== -.-*~-~--.-----.------ .. ------.-- ===================================== -.~--.-.*-.-. ========= 

Profes- White Blue 
All 65 and sionals/ collar collar More than $50,000- $30,000- Less than 

Voters Men ~omen 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000 
_. ___ *a ________ _ • __ ~ ____ ... ..--.-- ....... - ......... .---- .... - -------- _...... --- ... --.-._- .- .... --

Total 1002 494 508 139 200 238 246 176 212 \ 209 221 220 136 163 238 188 805 97 

Doing too much 15% 21% 10% 8% 15% 16% 19% 14% 15% 22% 11% 14% 20% 16% 18% 7% 17% 1% 20% . 11% . , 
" 

Doing too little 61% 58% 64% 75% 64% 63% 59% 47% 66% 58% 68% 51% 65% 62% 63% 68% 59% 79% 56% 67% 

Doing the right 15% 15% 15% 11% 18% 12% 14% 20% 14% 13% 17% 16% 8% 16% 15% 20% 15% 13% 
amount 

Not sure 6% 11% 6% 3% 9% 8% 19% 5% 7% 4% 19% 7% 6% 4% 5% 9% 7%9"" 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 49 Natl0nal Education 

1/31/97 
Study #4838 

January 21-24, 1997 

Q.11a. From what you know, do you feel that the federal government is doing too much, doing too little, ,or doing the right amount when it cOmes to dealing with the issue of 
education? 

Children In Household Education Education: Sex Type Of Area 
Banner 4 ------_._---_ .. _--------._--------------_ .. _-- •• --- •••. - ======================== -------------_ •••• ---------- ••• _----- ========================== 

Chi ldren Public Non-public Publ i c High College Men/non- Men/ Women/non- Women/ Medium! SmalL. 
All in school school school/low school Some graduate college- college- college- college- Large smalL town[:-

Voters household Fathers.Mothers children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city 
----~--*-_ ............ --.---~ ... ---_. --.---~--- -.-----~ .. - -._----- _._----

Total 1002 379 190 189 278 50 109 334 279 386 209 284 218 288 209 256 

Doing too much 15% 17% 23% 10% 16% 23% 16% 8% 15% 21% 14% 26% 7% 11% 13% 17% 

Doing too little 61% 64% 57% 72% 65% 60% 70% 62% 65% 58% 61% 56% 64% 64% 68% 60% 

Do;ng the right 15% 14% 15% 13% 15% 10% 11% 18% 16% 12% 17% 14% 17% 14% 12% 15% 
amount 

Not sure 9% 5% 5% 5% 4% 7% 3% 12% 4% 9% 8% 4% 12% 11% 7% 8% 10% ' 9%>;' 
·.;;f~:i 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 50 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.11b. Looking ahead, which concerns you more·-a) that the federal government will get too involved in the issue of education and interfere with things that are better left to, 
the states and local conmunities, or b) that the federal government will not be involved enough in doing what's necessary to improve our schools and meet the country's,:,: 
educat i ona I needs? " ',' '" 

Party Pol itical 
1996 Vote Other Identification Ideology Priorities Area 

Banner J -------.--~-----.---- =============================== -- •..• _------- ••• -- •••. ==================== --*.-.-.~ .. -.-------.-- ================= 
Clinton Clinton 

All Clinton Oole Perot base swing Open to Not for Demo- Inde- Repub Education Budget Both North· 
Voters voters voters voters voters voters Clinton Clinton crsts pendents I i cans Left Center Right higher higher high east 

..... ~- .... 

Total 1002 418 327 56 318 151 233 299 418 210 374 313 335 328 334 197 453 237 234 322 210 

Federal' government 47% 31% 69% 40% 28% '36% 46% 72% 28% 48% 66% 24% 45% 69% 36% 71% 43% 41% 49% 50% 45% 

wi l-l get too 

involved' 


, .~':'-
Federal government 44% 58% 26% 52% 62% 49% 44% 24% 60% 42% 28% 63% 47% 25% 54% 23% 47% 49% 42% 
will not be involved 
enough 

Both/neither (VOL) 5% 7% 3% 6% 7% 6% 5% 2% 7% 6% 3% 8% 5% 3% 6% 2% 6% 6% 5% 

Not sure 4% 4% 2% 2% 3% 9% 5% 2% 5% 4% 3% 5% 3% 3% 4% 4% 4% 4% 4% 

.-:'~: . 
-,'", .. ' . 

V""; 
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PET E R O. HART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

CoLumn 50 NationaL Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.11b. Looking ahead, which concerns you more--a) that the federaL government wiLL get too-invoLved in the issue of education and interfere with things that are better Left to 
the states and_ local communities, or b) that the federaL government wilL not be invoLved enough in doing what's necessary to improve our schools and meet the country's 
educationaL needs? 

Federal Type 
Education RoLe Need For Change Of Change LocaL Schools National Standards National Test 

Banner 2 --- •••. _---------- ====================== ---------.----- ======================= ---.----- ••• ----.-~.--- •• -----. ======:================:=====~~~ 
Keep Major Major 

ALL Favor Oppose the Major change/ -changel Just Favorable/ Favorable/ Not Strong 
Voters more Mixed more same changes Overhaul public privat~ Positive fair Negative with feds not feds favorable supporters supporters, 

.. ,', 

i"ota-l 1002 491 201 282 446 326 209 352 159 527 202 247 531 309 116 361 

FederaL government 47% 93% 99% 48% 41% 50% 35% 65% 50% 43% 44% 32% 66% 73% 28% 
wi l L get too 
invoLved 

..:±i:. 
FederaL government 44% 88% 7% 41% 50% 44% 56% 30% 41% 46% 49% 60% 23% 24% 64% 38% 22% ' 
will not be invoLved 
enough 

Both/neither (VOL) 5% 7% 6% 5% 4% 5% 4% 5% 6% 5% 5% 6% 1% 6% 6% 3%::'. 

Not sure 4% 5% 1% 5% 4% 2% 4% 1% 4% 5% 2% 3% 5% 2% 2% 6% 

/r---.,_ 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 50 National Education 

1{31{97 
Study #4838 

January 21-24, 1997 

Q.11b. Looking ahead, which concerns you more--a} that the federal government will get too involved in the ,issue of education and interfere with things 
the states and, local communities, or b) that the federal government will not be involved enough in doing what's necessary to improve our schools 
educational needs?' 

Sex Age occupation Nonretired Income Race 
Banner 3 -- •• ------_. ============================== --------------------------------- ===================================== 

Profes- White Blue 
All 65 and sionals/ collar collar More than $50,000- $30,000- Less than 

Voters Men Women 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000 $30,000 Whites Blacks 

Total 1002 494 508 139 200 238 246 176 212 209 221 220 136 163 238 188 805 

Federal government 47% 50% 43% 30% 48% 43% 52% 55% 42% 48% ' 49% 55% 46% 53% 44% 35% 50% 24% 62% 40% - C,' 

will get too 
involved 

Federal government 44% 41% 47"-' 63% 47% 48% 35% 35% 51% 41% 46% 32% 46% 42% 47% 57% 41% 62% 
will not be involved 
enough 

Both/neither (VOL) 5% 6% 5% 6% 3% 7% 5% 5% 4% 7"-' 2% 7% 6% 2% 5% 5% 4% 11% 

Not sure 4% 3% 5% 1% 2% 2% 8% 5% 3% 4% 3% 6% 2% 3% 4% 3% 5% 3% 
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PET E R 0; H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 50 National Education 

1/31/97 
Study #4838 

January 21'24, 1997 

Q.11b. Looking ahead, which concerns you more--a) that the federal government will get too involved in the .issue of education and interfere with things that are better left to
the .states and local cOlllllUni ti es, or b) that the federa l government will not beinvolved enough in doi ng what's necessary to improve our schools and meet the country's
educational- needs? 

Children In Household Education EdUcation: Sex _ Type Of Area 
Banner 4 ======================== -~-.-----.-----.---- ••• --- ••• --- ••• -- ==========================.-----------------------.------.--------------~-----~-- .-

Children public Non-public Publ ic High College Men/non- Men/ Women/non- Women/ Medillll/ Smale_ 
All in school school school/low school Some graduate college- college- college- college- Large small 

Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city city Suburb 
___ 4 _____ •• ___ .~ ___ •••• ___ ••• __ ._. __ ._ •• _ •• _____ ~. _ __ •• ___ • __ • _______ ••••• _ •• __ • _____ •••• ___ ••• ___ •• _______ ._ ••• _______ 

Total 1002 379 190 189 278 50 109 334 279 386 209 284 218 288 209 256 

Federal government 47% - 45% 56% 35% 44% 53% 47% 44% 45% 50% 49% 50% 38% 46% 42% 49% 
will get too 
involved 

. ~:..;~ 

Federal government 44% 47% 38% 56% 47% 43% 48% 46% 47% 42% 41% 42% 52% 44% 48% 43% 48% 41%-~ 
> .:.will not be involved 

enough 

Both/neither (VOL) 5% 5% 4% 5% 5% 2% 5% 5% 5% 5% 7% 5% 3% 6% 6% 5% 3% 6% ,_ 
- \' '..~r· 

Not sure 4% 3% 2% 4% 4% 2% 5% 3% 3% 3% 3% 7% 4% 4% 3% 
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Column 5076 

1130/97 

b.16b. (FORM B) VOLUNTEERED ADVANTAGES 

Net Disadvantages 

Government Involvement (net) 

Federal government should not be"involved 

Too widely spread. not localized 

Effectiveness (net) 

PET E R D" H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 
National Education 

#4838 
January 21-24. 1997 

DISADVANTAGES OF A NATIONAL TESTING PROPOSAL (m) * 

Chi ldren 
In Household Sex Education 

Party 
Education: Sex 

Federal 
Education Role 

Children Public Men/non- Menl Women/non- Womenl 
All in school college- college-

Voters household children educated educated 

29X 29X 30X 24X 32X 

13X 12X 12X llX 19X 

12% 12% 12% 11% 18% 

1% 2% 2% 2% 1% 

n 9X lOX 9X 9X 

It may not work for everyone 6% 6% 6% 8% 7% 

Teachers would teach only what shows up on the test as 2% 3% 4% 1% 2% 
needing improvement 

Cost (net) 5X 5X 4X 4X 5X 

The cost of the testing 4% 4% 4% 4% 3% 

It is a waste of federal funding 2% 2% 1% 2% 

* Asked of one-half the respondents. 
Continued 

col col lege- Demo- Inde- Repub- Favor" Oppose 
educated educated crats pendents licans more Mixed more 

22X 32X 20X 27X 3BX 19X 29X 44X 

9X 9X 3X 9X 24X 3X Ill' 27X 

9% 8% 3% 9% 23% 3% 10% 27% 

1% 1% 2% 2% 2% 

5X n 6X BX ax 9X llX 3X 

4% 5% 6% 6% 6% 7% 9% 3% 

1% 3% 2% 3% 2% 2% 1% 

2X 9X 6X 5X 5X 3X 3X Ill' 

1% 6% 4% 3% 4% 3% 2% 7% 

1% 4% 2% 2% 2% 1% 1% 5% 

2 



PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 
Column 5076 National Education 

Study #4838 
1130/97 January '21·24. 1997 

Q.16b. (FORM B) VOLUNTEERED ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES OF A NATIONAL TESTING PROPOSAL (m) * 

Chi ldren Federal 
In Household Sex Education Education: Sex Education Role 

-----------------  ===================================== --- _... ~ _ ~ _ ~ _ ~ ~ ___ . =========lIIU::IIR=== ___ 

Children Public Men/non- Men/ Women/non- Women/ 
All in school college- college college- college-

Voters household children educated educated educated educated 
Demo
crats 

Inde- Repub- Favor 
pendents licans more Mixed 

Oppose 
more 

------- -----.- ------- - ---------  ------- ----- - ... ----  - -  -
Other (net) lOX 9X lOX 11.t IU ax IU lOX lOX lIX ax llX I3X 

It is not needed 3% 3% 4% 1% 1% 2% 5% 3% 2% 3% 2% 2% 3% 

Too much diversity 2% 2% 3% 3% 2% 1% 2% 2% 1% 1% 2% 2% 

Will make the students compete with each other 1% 1% 1% 2% 1% 2% 1% 1% 2% 1% 

All other disadvantages 6% 4% 3% 9% 7% 3% 5% 5% 6% 8% 4% 7% 8% 

Neutra I 2% 1% 1% 1% 2% 2% 1% 3% 1% 1% 1% 3% 1% 


Don't know: no response 7% 5% 5% 5% 2% 11% 9% 7% 5% 7% 6% 9% 6% 


* Asked of one-half the res 
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PET E R D. HA R T RES EAR C H ASS 0 C I ATE S 

Column 5076 National Education 
Study #4838 

1I30!97 January 21-24. 1997 

Q.16b. (FORM B) VOLUNTEERED ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES OF A NATIONAL TESTING PROPOSAL (m) * 

Children 
In Household Sex Education 

- ~ --------- ===================================== 
Chi ldren Public Men!non- Men! Women!non- Women! 

All in school college- college- college- college-
Voters household children educated educated educated educated 

Total 

Net Advantages 

Effectiveness (net) 

Need to know where we need to improve 

Focus people on where our children should be 

States. country would work harder to provide good education' 

Being aware of students' development 

Parity (net) 

Have all states. country on the same level 

It is to all students 

General Support (net) 

It is a good 

It is needed 

* Asked of one-half the respondents. 
Continued 

------ _.. _---- ------- ---------

502 193 138 96 159 102 145 

65X 7lX 74X 68X 64X 70X 61X 

26X 33X 32X 24X 2aX 3lX 22X 

17% 23% 23% 15% 17% 20% 15% 

7% 7% 8% 8% 9% 7% 5% 

2% 2% 1% 2% 1% 3% 2% 

1% 2% 1% 2% 1% 1% 

24X 26X 30X 24X 24X 19X 29X 

21% 23% 26% 20% 19% 17% 28% 

4% 4% 4% 4% 5% 2% 3% 

ax ax ax 9X 9X 12X SX 

6% 6% 6% 7% 7% 9% 4% 

2% 2% 2% 2% 2% 3% 1% 

Party Federal 
Educat ion: Sex Education Role 

~-~---~~----.--------.- ======-=========== 

Oemo- Inde- Repub- Favor Oppose 
crats pendents 1icans more Mixed more 

- .. -- --------- ------ ----- ----- -----
199 116 187 236 99 151 

72X 71X 54X nx 62X 46X 

22X 33X 25X 29X 31X laX 

14% 25% 14% 21% 15% 10% 

7% 8% 6% 5% 14% 5% 

1% 1% 3% 2% 1% 3% 

2% 1% 1% 

29X 24X 20X 29X 22X laX 

26% 19% 18% 26% 21% 15% 

4% 6% 2% 5% 1% 4% 

12X llX 3X 12X 9X 2X 

10% 9% 2% 9% 8% 1% 

2% 3% 1% 3% 1% 1% 



PET E R "D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 5076 National Education 
Study #4838 

1130/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.16b. (FORM B) VOLUNTEERED ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES OF A NATIONAL TESTING PROPOSAL (m) * 

Chi ldren 
In Househo] d Sex Education 

~~--- ====~---============================= 

Chi ldren Public Men/non- Men! Women/non- Women! 
All in schoo] college- college- college- college-

Voters household children educated educated educated educated 
- .- ----.--- -------- ----- -~ ._.-----~~-------

Standards (net) 5t 4t 4t 6t 3t 8t 4% 

Students will do better in the future 4% 3% 3% 5% 3% 5% 3% 

Rai se standards 2% 1% 2% 2% 4% 1% 

Government Involvement (net) 5% 4% 3% 8t 3% 6t 3t 

Local levels"need to have something done 3% 3% 1% 3% 3% 2% 2% 

More effective if the government helps 2% 2% 2% 5% 4% U 

Other (net) 6% 8% 5t 4t 8t 5% 7t 

Will make teaching establishment more accountable' 4% 6% 5% 3% 6% 5% 4% 

Can communicate in all countries 2% 2% U 2% 4% 

Party Federa I 
Education" Sex Education Role 

-~----.~~~~-- -~-~---~- ================== 

Demo lnde- Repub- Favor Oppose 
crats pendents licans more Mixed more 

- . .------
7% 6t 5t 8% 4% 2% 

6% 3% 2% 5% 4% 2% 

U 3% 1% 3% 

4t 4t 5t 5% 3t 6t 

2% 2% 4% 3% 2% 3% 

3% 2% U 2% 1% 3% 

6% 6t 7t 7t 5t 5t 

4% 5% 5% 6% 2% 4% 

2% U 3% 2% 3% 1% 

* Asked of one-half the respondents. 
Continued 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 75 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.16a. There is some talk that President Clinton might propose new efforts by the federal government to encourage states and local school districts to participate in a 
national test to measure reading skills for all 4th grade students and math skills for all 8th grade students. 

What would your reaction be if President Clinton proposed new efforts by the federal government to encourage states and local school districts to participate in a national 
test to measure reading skills for all 4th grade students and math skills for all 8th grade students-overy favorable, somewhat favorable, neutral, somewhat unfavorable, or 
very unfavorable? . 

Sex Age occupation Nonretired Income Race Rel igion 

Banner 3 ============================== ~.--.---.-~-------* .. -----.------ ===================================== =============== 


Profes- White Blue White 

All 65 and sionals/- collar collar More than $50,000- $30,000- less than evan- Catho-


Voters Men Women 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000 $30,000 Whites Blacks gelicals lies' 

--- ... -- .. - --- .. ----- ----- - ...................... -- .. ................ - ---- ...... ---.~---- ------ -----~ _.... -.--- - .. _-

Total 1002 494 508 139 200 238 246 176 212 209 221 220 136 163 238 188 805 97 136 277 


Very .favorable 48% 48% 47% 42% 49% 50% 48% 47% 46% 44% 50% 53% 47% 49% 49% 41% 46% 59% 39% 54% 

Somewhat favorable 29% 26% 32% 41% 27% 24% 29% 28% 30% 30% 29% 23% 27% 26% 31% 33% 30% 21% 37% 28% 

Neutral 8% 8% 9% 8% 10% 10% 7% 8% 7% 9% 9% 10% 10% 9% 4% 11% 9% .10% 8% 8% 

somewhat unfavorable 7% 8% 5% 7% 7% 6% 7% 6% 7% 9% 5% 5% 7% 8% 8% 7% 7% 6% 6% 4% 

Very unfavorable 7% 8% 6% 2% 7% 8% 7"" 9''' 9% 7"" 5% 7% 9% 7"" 6% 6% 7% 2% 9% 5% 

Not sure 1% 2% 1% 2% 2% 2% 1% 1% 2% 2% 1% 2% 2% 1% 2% 1% 1% 

Total Favorable 77% 74% 79% 83% 76% 74% 77% 75% 76% 74% 79% 76% 74% 75% 80% 74% 76% 80% 76% 82% 

Total Unfavorable 14% 16% 11% 9% 14% 14% 14% 15% 16% 16% 10% 12% 16% 15% 14% 13% 14% 8% 15% 9% 

0 



PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 75 National Education 
. Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

:; 

Q.16a. There is some talk that President Clinton might propose new efforts by the federal government to encourage states and local school districts to participate in a 
national test to measure reading skills for all 4th grade students and math skills for all 8th grade students. 

What would your reaction be if President Clinton proposed new efforts by the federal government to encourage states and local school districts to participate in a national 
test to measure reading skills for all 4th grade students and math skills for all 8th grade students-overy favorable, somewhat favorable, neutral, somewhat unfavorable, or 
very unfavorable? 

Children In Household Education Education: Sex Type Of Area 
Banner 4 -,. ........ ~ -......... -..... -..... • ..... _- .... _........ _----_ .. -----_ .. _------- ======================== ----------_._------------------- ============:============= 

Ch i1dren Public Non-public Public High College Men/non- Men/ Women/non- Women/ Medium/ Small 
All in school school school/low school Some graduate college- college- college- college- Large small town/ 

Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city city Suburb rural 
- .. -_ ........... .................... 
~-~ ... ------ ---------

Total 1002 379 190 189 278 50 109 334 279 386 209 284 218 288 209 256 213 319 

Very favorable 48% 49% 50% 48% 51% 39% 51% 48% 53% 43% 51% 47% 50% 44% 51% 46% 49% 45% 

Somewhat favorable 29% 27% 24% 30% 25% 29% 30% 30% 31% 26% 27% 25% 31% 32% 21% 31% 26% 34% 

Neutral 8% 10% 10% 10% 10% 14% 6% 9% 6% 10% 8% 7% 9% 9% 7% 8% 11% 9% 

Somewhat unfavorable 7"" 7% 8% 5% 6% 10% 9% 5% 4% 10% 5% 11% 4% 6% 9% 6% 7% 5% 

Very unfavorable 7% 6% 6% 7% 6% 8% 3% 6% 5% 10% 7% 9% 5% 8% 10% 8% 5% 5% 

Not sure 1% 1% 2% 2% 1% 2% 1% 1% 2% 1% 1% 1% 2% 1% 2% 2% 

Total Favorable 77"" .76% 74% 78% 76% 68% 81% 78% 84% 69% 78% 72% 81% 76% 72% 77% 75% 79% 

Total Unfavorable 14% 13% 14% 12% 12% 18% 12% 11% 9% 20% 12% 20% 9% 14% 19% 14% 12% 10% 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 75 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97· January 21-24, 1997 

Q.16a. There is some talk that President Clinton might propose new efforts by the federal government to encourage states and local school districts to participate in a 
national test to measure reading skills for all 4th grade students and math skills for all 8th grade students. 


What would your reaction be if President Clinton proposed new efforts by the federal government to encourage states and local 

test to measure reading skills for all 4th grade'students and math skills for aLL 
very unfavorabLe? . 

1996 Vote Other 
Banner 1 -------- .. -.-.-~ .. --- =============================== 

Clinton Clinton 
Al L Cl inton Dole Perot base swing,Open to Not for 

Voters voters voters voters voters voters Clinton Clinton 

TotaL 1002 418 327 56 318 151 233 299 


Very favorable 48% 58% 38% 44% 60% 54% 46% 32% 

Somewhat favorable 29% 26% . 30% 35% 24% 31% 34% 29% 

Neutral 8% 7% 9% 6% 7% 7% 5% 13% 

Somewhat unfavorable 7% 4% 11% 6% 4% 3% 7% 12% 

~ 
Very unfavorable 7% 4% 11% 9'1. 3% 5% 7''' 13%:0-:lie Not sure 1% 1% 1% 2% 1% 1% 

~ 
Tota l Favorable 77% 84f. 68% 79% 84% 85% 80% 61%:0 ..... 
Total Unfavorahle 14% 8% 22% 15% 7% 8% 14% 25% 

~ 
:lie 
C) 

:::0 
8j 
~ 
:::0 
() 
:J: 
G) 
:::0 
a 
c:: 

8th grade students-overy favorable, somewhat 

Party Political 
Identification Ideology 

--------.-~~.--~------- ==================== 

Demo- Inde- Repub
crats pendents l i cans Left Center Right 

...... - .......... 


418 210 374 313 335 328 


58% 49% 35% 54% 56% 34% 

26% 29% 32% 28% 26% 32% 

7% 6% 12% 7% 7"" 10% 

3% 7% 10% 5% 5% 11% 

4% 7% 10% 4% 4% 13% 

2% 2% 1% 2% 2% 

84% 78% 67% 82% 82% 66% 

7'1. 14% 20% 9'1. 9% 24% 

schooL· districts to partl~lpate in a national 
favorable, neutral, somewhat unfavorable, or 

Priorities Area 
----------------------- ======================== 

Education Budget Both North- Mid
higher higher high east west South' West 

.. ................. - ........................ - .............. -

334 197 453 237 234 322 210 


56% 28% 50% 56% 46% 47% 41% 

25% 30%. 31% 25% 28% 31% 30% 

8% 12% 8% 9'1. 9% 9% 7''' 

6% 9% 6% 4% 9% 7% 6% 

4% 20% 3% 5% 6% 6% 13% 

1% 1% 2% 1% 2% 3% 

81% 58% 81% 81% 74% 78% 71% 

10% 29% 9% 9% 15% 13% 19% 
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1/31/97 January 21'24, 1997 

Q.16a. There is some talk that President Clinton might propose new efforts by the federal government to encourage states and local school districts to participate in a 
national test to measure reading skills for all 4th grade students and math skills for all 8th grade students. 

What would your reaction be if President Clinton proposed new efforts by the federal government -to encourage states and local school districts to participate in a'national 
test to measure reading skills for all 4th grade students and math skills for all 8th grade students-'very favorable, somewhat favorable, neutral, somewhat unfavorable, or 
very unfavorable? 

federal Type 
Education Rote Need for Change Of Change Local Schools National Standards National Test 

Banner 2 .--.-~ ....... - .... ====================== ............... ======================= -....... :................. -- ... ================================ 

Keep Major Major 

All favor Oppose the Major change/ change/ Just favorable/ favorable/ Not Strong Weak Non' 
Voters more Mixed more same changes Overhaul public private Positive fair Negative with feds not feds favorable supporters supporters supporters 

._------ ---------- ---_ ... _- --_._----- -._-_.---- -*------.*--------~-

Total 1002 491 201 282 446 326 209 352 159 527 202 247 531 309 116 361 403 195 

Very favorable 48% 60% 42% 31% 42% 54% 50% 59% 38% 45% 52% 52% 64% 31% 13% 100% 29% 

Somewhat favorable 29% 27"4 35% 26% 32% 27% 24% 23% 30% 30% 31% 24% 27% 34% 19% 71% 

Neutral 8% 6% 10% 13% 10% 9% 6% 6% 12% 11% 3% 8% 4% 14% 16% 27% 

Somewhat unfavorable 7% 3% 5% 14% 7% 6% 7"4 6% 10% 7% 6% 5% 3% 10% 20% 35% 

Very unfavorable 7% 3% 6% 15% 7% 3% 12% 5% - 10% 6% 5% 10% 1% 9% 29% 36% 

Not sure 1% 1% 2% 1% 2% 1% 1% 1% 1% 3% 1% 1% 2% 3% 2% . 

Total favorable 77% 87% 77"4 57"4 74% 81% 74% 82% 68% 75% 83% 76% 91% 65% 32% 100% 100% 

Total Unfavorable 14% 6% 11% 29% 14% 9% 19% 11% 20% 13% 11% 15% 4% 19% 49% 71% 
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Column 3057 National Education -, 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.13. PROPORTIONS WHO SAY SELECTED GOALS THAT PRESIDENT CLINTON MIGHT HAVE IN THE AREA OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING ARE EXTREMELY IMPORTANT 

Sex Age Occupat i on Nonret i red I ncome Race Reli gi on 
Banner 3 ' .----------- ============================== -------.-.--------.~----.-------. ===================================== =============== 

Profes- White Blue White 
Al 65 and sionals/ collar collar More than $50,000- $30,000- Less than evan- Catho-

Voters Men Women 18-2930-3940-4950-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000 $30,000 Whites Blacks gelicals lies 

Passing a new 'G.I. 19% 20% 17%' 18% 16% 25% 16% 19% 15% 20% 25% 16% 16% 14% 17% 27% 16% 41% 13% 23% 
Bill' for the 21st 
century that gives 
people l itet ime 
access to training 
and skill 
development 
throughout their 
working careers * 

Instilling a spirit 17% 15% 20% 20% 24% 15% 17% 12% 14% 23% 20% 15% 18% 9% 21% 21% 16% 22% 14% 22% 
of reform and 
innovation in the 
public schools, with 
programs like 
charter schools to 
provide new 
alternatives and 
greater choice ** 

* Asked of one-half the respondents (Form A). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national 

standards/not favorable, and non-public school children_ . 

** Asked of one-half the respondents (Form B). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin, of error: Perot voters, non-public 

school Children, and public school/low confidence. 




PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 3057 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.13. PROPORTIONS ~HO SAY SELECTED GOALS THAT PRESIDENT CLINTON MIGHT HAVE IN THE AREA OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING ARE EXTREMELY IMPORTANT 

Banner 4 

Making sure that all 
students have ; 
mastered the basics 
of reading, w~iting, 

and math by the time 
they complete 
elementary school * 

Having an all-out 
conmi tment to 
literacy programs to 
ensure that all 
children are able to 
read by the third 
grade ** 

Increasing the level 
of discipline and 
safety in the 
schools, with tough 
measures to keep 
guns and drugs out 
and to remove 
disruptive students 
to alternative 
schools ** 

Ch ildren In Househo ld Educat i on Educat i on:' Sex Type Of Area 

Children Public Non-public Public High College Men/non- Men/ ~omen/non- ~omen/ Medium/ Small 
All in school school school/low school Some graduate college- college- college- college- Large small town/ 

Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city city Suburb rural 

69% 75% 72% 77% 76% 70% 74% 66% 73% 70% 69% 65% 68% 75% 64% 72% 65% 73% 

59% 63% 56% 69% 65% 56% 62% 64% 59% 56% 53% , 49% 75% 63% 68% 54% 52% 62% 

5,7% 58% 64% 52% 60% 55% 56% 64% 58% 52% 51% 55% 71% 55% 59% 53% 57% 60% 

* Asked of one-half the respondents (Form A). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national 
standards/not favorable, and non-public school children. 
** Asked of one-half the respondents (Form B). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, non-public 
school children, and public school/low confidence. 
Continued 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 3057 National Education 

1/31{97 
Study #4838 

January 21-24, 1997 

Q.13. PROPORTIONS WHO SAY SELECTED GOALS THAT PRESIDENT CLINTON MIGHT HAVE IN THE AREA OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING ARE EXTREMELY IMPORTANT 

Chi-ldren In Household Education Education: Sex Type Of Area 
Banner 4 -~-. -~ ...... -----------.-----.-----.-.------------.---- ======================== ------------------------------------- ============::============ 


Children Public Non-public Public High College Men/non- Men/ Women/non- - Women/ MediUT11/ Small 

All in school school school/low school Some graduate coLlege- college- college- college-- Large small town/ 


Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city city Suburb rural 


Making sure that all 52% 56% 46% 66% 57% 54% 50% 49% 58% 50% 47% 46% 56% 58% 55% 49% 56% 50% 
schools have 
up-to-date textbooks 
and that school 
buildings are safe 
and in reasonable 
repair * 

Establishing 49% 54% 53% 54% 54% 51% 50% 49% 52% 45% 51% 47% 49% 48% 46% 49% 51% 48% 
meaningful 
standards for 
student achievement
_and performance,- and 
making sure that 
students reach them 
before' being awarded 
a high school 
diploma * 

Getting schools more 47% 44% 41% 48% 50% 29% 55% 53% 49% 39% 46% 40% 58% 46% 48% 48% 44% 47% 
involved in 
emphasizing basic 
values, such as 
personal 
responsibility, 
respect, and good 
citizenship ** 

* Asked of one-half the respondents (Form A). The percentages in_ the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national 
standards/not favora~le, and non-public school children. 
** Asked of one-half the respondents (Form B). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, non-public 
school children, and public school/low confidence. 
Continued 



PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 3057 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.13. PROPORTIONS WHO SAY SELECTED GOALS THAT PRESIDENT CLINTON MIGHT HAVE IN THE AREA OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING ARE EXTREMELY IMPORTANT 

Banner 4 

Providing tax 
credi ts and 
deductions to help 
ensure that all 
qualified students 
are able to afford a 
college education * 

Establ ishing 
meaningful 
standards for 
student achievement 
and performance, and 
holding the 
education system 
accountable for 
achieving those 
standards ** 

Increasing 
opportunities for 
non-college-bound 
students, by 
expanding 
apprenticeships and 
school-to-work 
programs * 

Children In Household Education Education: Sex Type Of Area 
_________ M __ ••• ___________ ._. ======================== +_~ __ __ ~ ______________ =================;~=~=====._ _________________________ __ • • ______ • •• 

Children Public Non-publ ic Publ ic High College Men/non- Men/ women/non- Women! Medium! Small 
in school school school/low school Some graduate college- college- college- college- Large small townl 

Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city city Suburb rural 

41% 50% 46% 55% 52% 36% 54% 42% 39% 42% 43% 37"" 40% 44% 44% 36% 41% 42% 

39"" 38% 36% 40% 39% 42% 35% 43% 43% 34% 39% 37% 48% 36% 41% 38% 38% 39% 

36% 40% 37% 42% 41% 26% 41% 33% 35% 39% 35% 32% 32% 44% 32% 35% 35% 40% 

* Asked of one-half the respondents (Form A). The percentages in"the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national 
standards/not favorable, and non-public school children. 
** Asked of one-half the respondents (Form B). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, non'public 
school children, and public school!low confidence. 
Continued 
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PET E R. D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

CoLumn 3057 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.13. 	 PROPORTIONS WHO SAY SELECTED GOALS THAT PRESIDENT CLINTON MIGHT HAVE IN THE AREA OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING ARE EXTREMELY IMPORTANT 

ChiLdren In Household Education Education: Sex Type Of Area __ .. _____________ .. _. ___ . _________ .. _._~& __ . __________ ======================== _____________________ .~. ____ w ==========================_~ 	 ________

Banner 4 
ChiLdren Public Non-pubLic Publ ic High ColLege Men/non- Men/ Women/non- Women/ Medium/ SmaL 

in school school school/low school Some graduate col lege- coLlege- college- college- Large small town/ 
Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence or less coLlege or more educated educated educated educated city city Suburb rural 

................... 	 .. ........ __ .. _---------* ---------- -------- ._-----

Providing 'Hope 35% 35% 30% 40% 38% 26% 46% 48% 35% 26% 39% 23% 49% 36% 41% 35% 33% 33% 
Scholarships' that 
makes two years of 
community college 
available to every 
student who works 
hard and achieves 
good grades ** 

Making a greater 32% 37% 30% 43% 35% . 39% 36% 29% 33% 34% 28% 31% 32% 37% 33% 34% 33% 30% 
commitment to early 
childhood education, 
by expanding the 
availabil i ty of 
pre-kindergarten and 
Head.Start programs * 

Making sure that 30% 32% 33% 31% 35% 26% 29% 36% 30% 26% 32% 30% 33% 27% 35% 30% 26% 29% 
every school has 
computers and is 
wired for the 
Internet by the year 
2000, so that 
students can benefit 
from the new 
information 
superhighway *" 

* Asked of one-half the respondents (Form A). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, nationaL 
standards/not favorable, and non-public schooL children. 

** Asked of one-half the respondents (Form B)~ The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreLiable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, non-public 

school children, and public school/low confidence. 

Continued 
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Column 3057 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.13. PROPORTIONS WHO SAY SELECTED GOALS THAT PRESIDENT CLINTON MIGHT HAVE IN THE AREA OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING ARE EXTREMELY IMPORTANT 

Children In Household Education Education: Sex Type Of Area 
Banner 4 -.-~-.-.-.---------------.-.~.------------------~--.---. ======================== -.~-~- ••• --------------.-----*-~-.--- ========================== 


, Children Public Non-public Public' High College Men/non- Men/ Women/non' Women/ Medium/ Small 

All in school school school/low school Some graduate college- college- college- college- Large small town/ 


Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city city Suburb rural 


Passing a new 'G.I. 19''' 23% 20% 25% 25% 10% 30% 26% 17% 14% 25% 16% 23% 13% 22% 18%, 16% 19% 
Bill' for the 21st 
century that gives 
people 1i fet ime 
access to training 
and skill 
development 
throughout their 
working careers * 

Instilling a splrlt 17% 18% 17% 20% 17% 22% 26% 20% 22% 13% 13% 17% 23% 17% 24% 16% 14% 16% 
of reform and 
innovation in the 
public schools, with 
programs like 
charter schools to 
provide new 
alternatives and 
greater choice ** 

* Asked of one-half the respondents (Form A). The percentages in the following col~ns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national 
standards/not favorable, and non'public school children. 

** Asked of one·half the respondents (Form B). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, non-public 

school children, and public school/low confidence. 
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national standards for what students should be expected to 
reading and math-overy favorable, somewhat favorable, neutral, somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable? 

Banner 1 


Total 

Very favorable 

Somewhat favorable 

Neutral 

Somewhat unfavorable 

Very unfavorable 

Not sure 

-~ ::0 Total Favorable 
~ 

Total Unfavorable 

~ 
::0 
""i 

~ 
~ 
Ci) 

::0 n, 
(J) 

~ 
::0 

::r:: 
GJ 
::0 a 
c:..,., 

1996 Vote 
-_ ... _._------------

All Clinton Dole Perot 
Voters voters voters voters 

1002 418 327 56 


66% 72% 59% 63% 

18% 19% 19% 18% 

8% 7% 8% 7% 

3% 6% 4% 

4% 1% 7% 6% 

1% 1% 1% 2% 

84% 91% 78% 81% 

7% 1% 13% 10% 

Other 
=============================== 
Clinton Clinton 

base swing Open to Not for 
voters voters Clinton Clinton 

318 151 233 299 


72% 71% 63% 58% 

17% 22% 18% 17% 

8% 6% 8% 8% 

1% 6% 6% 

1% 1% 3% 9% 

1% 2% 2% 

89% 93% 81% 75% 

2% 1% 9% 15% 

Party Pol itical 
Identification Ideology 

.--------.--~-.--.~.--- ==================== 

Demo- Inde- Repub

erats pendents lieans left Center Right 


418 210 374 313 335 328 


70% 63% 62% 69% 67% 62% 

20% 15% 18% 20% 20% 15% 

6% 10% 7% 7% 7% 8% 

1% 5% 6% 1% 4% 5% 

1% 4% 7% 1% 1% 9% 

2% 3% 2% 1% 1% 

90% 78% 80% 89% 87"1. 77"1. 

2% 9% 13% 2% 5% 14% 

learn and achieve in basic skill areas such as 

Priorities Area 
---.--- ... --------~--.- ======================== 

Education Budget Both North- Mid
higher higher high east west South ~est 

334 197 453 237 234 322 210 


65% 56% 71% 66% 64% 69% 61% 

22% 16% 17% 21% 23% 14% 17% 

7"1. 10% 6% 6% 5% 9% 9% 

2% 5% 3% 4% 3% 3% 4% 

2% 11% 2% 2% 2% 4% 7% 

2% 2% 1% 1% 3% 1% 2% 

87% 72% 88% 87% 87% 83% 78% .) 

4% 16% 5% 6% 5% 7% 11% 

0 
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PET E R D. H ART RES E A-R C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 71 National Education 
Study #4838 

1!31!97 January 21·24, 1997 

Q.14a. ~hat is your reaction to the idea of establishing meaningful national standards for what students should be expected to learn and achieve in basic skill areas such as 
reading and math--very favorable, somewhat favorable, neutral, somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable? 

Federal Type 
Education Role Need For Change Of Change Local Schools National Standards National Test 

Banner 2 ------------------ ====================== --------------- ======================= ------------------------------- ================================ 
Keep Maior Major 

All Favor Oppose the Major change! change! Just Favorable! Favorable/ Not Strong ~eak Non-
Voters more Mixed more same changes Overhaul. publ ic private Positive fair Negative wi th feds not feds favorable supporters supporters supporters 

Total 1002 491 201 282 446 326 209 352 159 527 202 247 531 309 116 361 403 195 

Very favorable 66% 70% 69% 55% 64% 68% 64% 69% 61% 62% 67% 72% 81% 74% 79% 65% 40% 

Somewhat favorable 18% 18% 17% 19% 20% 17% 16% 17% 17% 22% 16% 11% 19% 26% 13% 22% 20% 

Neut ra l 8% 7% 5% 9% 9% 7"-' 6% 6% 8% 8% 7% 7% 31% 5% 8% 10% 

Somewhat unfavorable 3% 2% 3% 7% 3% 4% 5% 4% 4% 4% 3% 2% 29% 1% 2% 13% 

v~ry unfavorable 4% 1% 4% 9% 3% 2% 8% 2% 8% 3% 3% 7"-' 33% . 1% 2% 14% 

Not sure 1% 2% 2% 1% 1% 2% 1% 2% 2% 1% 4% 1% 7"-' 1% 1% 3% 

Total Favorable 84% 88% 86% 74% 84% 85% 80% 86% 78% 84% 83% 83% 100% 100% 92% 87% 60% 

Total Unfavorable 7% 3% 7% 16% 6% 6% 13% 6% 12% 7% 6% 9% 62% 2% 4% 27% 

-. 
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Q.14a. What is your reaction to the idea of establishing meaningful 
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National Education 
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national standards for what students should be expected to learn and achieve in basic skill areas such as 
reading and math-overy favorable, somewhat favorable, neutral, somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable? 

Sex Age Occupation 

Banner 3 .... _--_.--- ============================== -------~-~.----------------------

Profes- White Blue 

All 65 and sionals/ collar collar 


Voters Men Women 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 over managers workers workers Retirees 


Total 1002 494 508 139 200 238 246 176 212 .209 221 220 


Very favorable 66% 62% 69% 64% 57% 66% 70% 70% 63% 64% 65% 69% 

Somewhat favorable 18% 19% 18% 14% 26% 18% 16% 17% 19% 21% 20% 17':' 

Neutral 8% 9% 6% 12% 9% 7% 5% 6% 7% 7% 7% 5% 

somewhat unfavorable 3% 4% 3% 5% 5% 3% 4% 4% 3% 5% 2% 

Very unfavorable 4% 5% 2% 5% 2% 5% 3% 4% 5% 4% 3% 5% 

Not sure 1% 1% 2% 1% 1% 2% 3% 2% 1% 2% 

~ Total Favorable 84% 81% 87% 78% 83% 84% 86% 87"1. 82% 85% 85% 86% 

Total Unfavorable 7% 9% 5% 10% 7% 8% 7% 4% 9% 7% 8% 7%~ 

~ 
::a 
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i$ 
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::u 
C) 
::x.: 
G)
::u a 
c: r 

Nonretired Income Race ReI igion 
=================================:=== ------- .. ... =============== 

More than $50,000- $30,000
$75,000 $75,000 $50,000 

.............'-- -------

136 163 238 


60% 56% 66% 

18% 26% 18% 

13% 6% 8% 

3% 5% 5% 

4% 6% 2% 

2% 1% 1% 

78% 82% 84% 

7"1. 11% 7"1. 

_ 
White 

Less than evan- Catho
$30,000 Whites Blacks gelicals l ics 

188 805 97 136 277 


68% 64% 81% 65% 67% 

14% 20% 11% 13% 23% 

9% 7"1. 7% 7% 5% 

3% 3% 7% 2% 

4% 4% 1% 5% 2% 

2% 2% 3% 1% 

82% 84% 92% 78% 90% 

7"1. 7% 1% 12% 4% 
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Q.14a. What is your reaction to the idea of establishing meaningful national standards for what students should be expected to learn and achieve in basic skill areas such as 
reading and math-·very favorable, somewhat favorable, neutral, somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable? 

Children In Household Education Educat i on: Sex Type Of Area 
Banner 4 -----._--------_._ .. - .. - .. _-------------------------------- ======================== --------.------.----.-------~--.-.~-- ========================== 

Ch i ldren Public Non-public Publ ic High College Men/non- Men/ Women/non- Women/ Medium/ Small 
All in school school school/low school Some graduate college- college- college- college- Large small town/ 

Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated City city Suburb rural 
.. -.--_ ...... .._"" ...... --- .............. --_ .. -------- -------- ---------

Total 1002 379 190 189 278 50 109 334 279 386 209 284 218 " 288 209 256 213 319 

Very favorable 66% 63% 58% 68% 65% 58% 68% 68% 72% 59% 66% 59% 71% 67"" 72% 67% 62% 62% 

Somewhat favorable 18% 20% 22% 19% 19% 22% 1,6% 18% 14% 21% 19% 19% 18% 17% 15% 17% 23% 18% 

Neutral 8% 8% 9% 6% 8% 10% 10% 6% 8% 8% 7% 10% 5% 7% 4% 7% 7"" 10% 

Somewhat unfavorable 3% 5% 6% 4% 3% 6% 3% 2% 4% 5% 3% 4% 1% 5% 5% 3% 3% 4% 

Very unfavorable 4% 4% 5% 2% 4% 4% 2% 3% 2% 6% 4% 7"" 1% 3% 3% 4% 4% 4% 

Not sure 1% 1% 1% 1% 3% 1% 1% 1% 4% 1% 1% 2% 1% 2% 

Total Favorable 84% 83% 80% 87% 84% 80% 84% 86% 86% 80% 85% 78% 89% 84% 87% 84% 85% 80% 

Total Unfavorable 7% 9% 11% 6% 7% 10% 5% 5% 6% 11% 7% 11% 2% 8% 8% 7"" 7% 8% 
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Q.14b. Would you say that we already have meaningful national standards for what students should be expected to learn and achieve in basic skill areas such as reading and 
math, or that we do not currently have these kinds of national standards? 

Party Political 
1996 Vote Other Identification Ideology Priorities Area 

Banner 1 ~-~---~~-------.-.--- =============================== .-----~---~~-- .. ---- •. - ==================== ---.--------~-.---.---. ======================== 
Cl into'; cl into'; 

All Clinton Dole Perot base swing Open to Not for Demo lnde- Repub- Education Budget Both North- Mid-
Voters voters voters voters voters voters Clinton Clinton crats pendents 

.. _- ...... _- .. 
I i cans Left Center Right higher higher 

..--- ...... -
high east west South West 

Total 1002 418 327 56 318 151 233 299 418 210 374 313 335 328 334 197 453 237 234 322 210 

We already have 26% 27% 26% 23% 30% 23% 29% 22% 28% 24% 26% 30% 26% 23% 24% 28% 28% 23% 31% 26% 25% 
natio~al standards 

We do not currently 59% 58% 61% 68% 54% 63% 56% 65% 56% 60% 62% 54% 62% 62% 60% 60% 58% 64% 52% 57% 65% 
have national 
standards 

Some of both (VOL) 6% 6% 5% 4% 7"1. 7"1. 4% 5% 6% 6% 5% 5% 6% 6% 5% 3% 7% 5% 5% 8% 3% 

. Not sure 9% 9% 8% 5% 9% 7"1. 11% 8% 10% 10% 7"1. 11% 6% 9"" 11% 9% 7% 8% 12% 9% 7% 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 72 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.14b. would you say that we already have meaningful national standards for what students should be expected to learn and· achieve in· basic skill areas such as reading and 
math, or that we do not currently have these kinds of national standards? 

federal Type 
Education Role Need for Change Of Change Local Schools National Standards National Test 

Banner 2 ------------------ ====================== -------------.- ======================= ------------------------~- ================================ 
Keep Major Major 

All favor Oppose the Major change! change! Just Favorable! Favorable! Not Strong lIeak Non-
Voters more Mixed more same changes Overhaul. publ ic private Positive fair Negative with feds not feas favorable supporters supporters supporters 

---------- ---------- --------- ---------- ---------- --------.

Total 1002 491 201 282 446 326 209 352 159 527 202 247 531 309 116 361 403 195 

We a l ready have 26% 25% 23% 30% 33% 21% 21% 21% 24% 30% 22% 20% 23% 25% 40% 21% 28% 32% 
nationaL standards 

We do not currently 59% 60% 64% 57% 51% 67% 66% 64% 67% 57"1, 58% 67% 63% 58% 46% 65% 56% 58% 
have national 
standards 

Some of both (VOL) 6% 6% 6% 5% 6% 6% 5% 6% 5% 5% 8% 7% 6% 6% 5% 6% 6% 4% 

Not sure 9% 9% 7% 8% 10% 6% 8% 9% 4% 8% 12% 6% 8% 11% 9% 8% 10% 6% 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 72 Nat iona l Educati"on 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997. 

Q_14b. Would you say that we already have meaningful national standards for what students should be expected to learn and achieve in basic skill areas such as reading and 
math, or that we do not currently have these kinds of national standards? 

j 

Sex Age Occupation Nonretired Income Race Rel igion 
Banner .3 ~.~-.*---.-- ============================== ----*.-~-... --------------~~-.-- ===:================================= =============== 

Profes- White Blue White 
All 65 and sionals/ collar collar More than $50,000- $30,000- Less than evan- Catho-

Voters Men Women 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000 $30,000 Whites Blacks gelicals llcs 
................... 


Total 1002 494 508 139 200 238 246 176 212 209 221 220 136 163 238 188 805 97 136 277 

We a I ready have 26% 26% 26% 31% 28% 28% 18% 30% 22% 30% 27% 24% 20% 31% 23% 35% 25% ·34% 23% 28% 
national standards 

We do not currently 59% 60% 58% 55% 61% 64% 63% 48% 67% 60% 55% 56% 70% 57'.4 68% 47% 61% 46% 63% 61% 
have national 
standards 

Some of both (VOL) 6% 6% 6% 9% 3% 5% 7% 7% 4% 5% 8% 7'1. 3% 4% 4% 9% 6% 9% 5% 6% 

Not sure 9% 8% 10% 5% 8% 3% 12% 15% 7'.4 5% 10% 13% 7'.4 8% 5% 9% 8% 11% 9% 5% 



PET E R D~ H ART ,R ESE ARC HAS'S 0 C I ATE S 

Column 72 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31197 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.14b. Would you say that we already have meaningful national standards for what students should be expected to learn and achieve in basic skill areas such as reading and 
math, or that we do not currently have these kinds of national standards? 

Children In Household Education Educat i on: Sex Type Of Area_* __ • ____ _______ • __ ======================== ____ . ________________________________ =================:========~_~a ____ _____________________ • _______Banner 4 
Children Public Non-public Publ ic High College Men/non- Men/ Women/non- Women/ Medium/ Small 

All in school school school/low school Some graduate college- college- c~llege- college- Large small town/ 
Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city city. Suburb rural 

_.... _----- ............................ -- -------_ .... 

~.-------- ---------

Total 1002 379 190 189 278 50 109 334 279 386 209 284 218 288 209 256 213 319 

We already have 26% 26% 26% 27% 26% 28% 23% 28% 25% 25% 29% 25% 26% 26% 27% 28% 21% 28% 
national standards 

We do not currently 59% 62% 63% 60% 61% 66% 62% 50% 62% 65% 55% 64% 52% 63% 57% 59% 65% 57% 
have national 
standards 

Some of both (VOL) 6% 5% 6% 5% 6% 11% 9% 5% 4% 7"1. 4% 9% 4% 9"1. 5% 5% 6% 

Not sure 9% 7"1. 5% 8% 7% 6% 4% 13% 8% 6% 9% 7"1. 13% 7% 7% 8% 9% 9% 

') 



Column 73 

1131197 

Q.15a. And do 'you 
reading and math? 

Banner 1 

Total 

Good idea 

Bad idea 

Some of both (VOL) 

Not sure 

PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

National Education 

Study #4838 


January 21-24, 1997 


think it is a good idea or a bad idea for the federal government to be involved in promoting national standards for students in basic skill areas such as 

Party Political 
1996 Vote Other Identification Ideology Priorities Area 

.~--- ... ------------- =============================== -----------------~----- ==================== ----------------------- ======~================= 

Clinton Clinton 
All Clinton Dole Perot base swing Open to Not for Demo- Inde- Repub Education Budget Both North- Mid-

Voters voters voters voters voters voters Clinton Clinton crats pendents l i cans Left Center Right higher higher high east west South West 

1002 418 . 327 56 318 15~ 233 299 418 210 374 313 335 328 334 197 453 237 234 322 210 

67% 78% 57% 66% 78% m 69% 50% 78% 64% 57% 77% 74% 52% 75% 47% 71% 72% 64% 68% 66% 

22% 12% 34% 21% 11% 15% 22% 37% 11% 21% 35% 11% 16% 38% 15% 44% 17% 20% 21% 22% 25% 

6% 6% 4% 10% 6% 5% 6% 6% 6% 11% 3% 7% 5% 6% 6% 7% 6% 5% 7% 6% 5% 

5% 4% 5% 3% 5% 3% 3% 7",( 5% 4% 5% 5% 5% 4% 4% 2% 6% 3% 8% 4% 4% 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 73 National Education 
Study #4838' 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.15a. And do you think it is a good idea or a bad idea for the federal government to be involved in promoting national standards for students in basic skill areas such as 
reading and math? 

Federal Type 
Education Role Need F'or Change Of Change Local, Schools National Standards Nat i ona l Test 

______________ ___ ====================== _______ M ______________ ____________ . __ ================================~ =================~===== ~_____ ••Banner 2 
Keep Major Major 

All Favor Oppose the Major change/ change/ Just Favorable/ Favorable/ Not Strong Weak Non-
Voters more Mixed more same changes Overhaul public private Positive fair Negative with feds not feds favorable supporters supporters supporters 

--- .. --- .. .. __ .... _--
------~- ~*------ .. - ---------- -- •. ----_ .. __ .. - ---------- ._---_._ .. -*-~-

Total 1002 491 201 282 446 326 209 352 159 527 202 247 531 309 116 361 403 195 

Good idea 67% 83% 65% 44% 68% 74% 59% 74% 56% 66% 68% 73% 92% 41% 21% 91% 65% 28% 

Bad idea 22% 9% 21% 45% 22% 16% 28% 14% 35% 22% 22% 20% 3% 40% 68% 4% 21% 61% 

Some of both (VOL) 6% 5% 6% 8% 5% 6% 7"" 7"" 4% 8% 6% 2% 3% 11% 6% 3% 9'1. 5% 

Not sure 5% 3% 8% 3% 5% 4% 6% 5% 5% 4% 4% 5% 2% 8% 5% 2% 5% 6% 



PET E R- D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC 1 'A T E S 

Column 73 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.15a. And do you think it is a good idea or a bad idea for the federal government to be involved in promoting national standards for students in basic skill areas such as 
reading and math? 

Sex Age occupation Nonretired Income Race Religion 
Banner 3 --- .... ----~ ============================== --------- .. --------~------------- ===================================== ------------- =============== 

Profes- White Blue White 
All 65 and sionals/ co llar collar More than $50,000- $30,000- Less than evan- Catho-

Voters Men Women 18-29 30-39 40-49-50-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000 $30,000 Whites Blacks gel ica'is lies 
a. _______________ ...... ,. ... "" .... ----_ ........ 


Total 1002 494 508 139 200 238 246 176 212 209 221 220 136 163 238 188 805 97 136 277 

Good idea 67% 66% 69% 74% 72% 71% 66% 54% 74% 66% 72% 59% 67% 71% 73% 68% 66% 78% 61% 73% 

Bad idea 22% 25% 19% 20% 20% 18% 24% 29% 17% 23% 19% 26% 21% 19% 20% 23% 23% 10% 27% 18% 

Some of both (VOL) 6% 5% 7% 4% 4% 8% 6% 6% 7% 8% 5% 7% 7% 8% 4% 5% 6% 6% 5% 5% 

Not sure 5% 4% 5% 2% 4% 3% 4% 11% 2% 3% 4% 8% 5% 2% 3% 4% 5% 6% 7% 4% 
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PET E R O. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 73 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.15a. And do you think it is a good idea or a bad idea for the federal government to be involved in promoting nationaL standards for students in basic skill areas such as 
reading and math? " " 

Children In Household Education Education: Sex Type Of Area 
Banner 4 ----.------~~-------*-----------------------------.--- -- ;======================= ---.--.--~-~-.--.-------------------- ========================== 

Chi ldren Public NOn-public Public High College Men/non- Men/ Women/non- Women/ Medium! Small 
All in school schooL school/Low school Some graduate college- college- college- college- Large smalL town/ 

Voters househoLd Fathers Mothers children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city city Suburb rural 
................ _- .- .. ~-.- ._.* ..... - ---------- .._------- -------

Total 1002 379 190 189 278 50 109 334 279 386 209 284 218 288 209 256 213 319 

Good idea 67% 72% 69% 76% 74% 68% 74% 66% 71% 66% 67% 66% 69% 68% 71% 67% 70% 64% 

Bad idea 22% 21% 25% 16% 20% 22% 17"'<; 23% 17% 24% 24% 25% 18% 21% 19% 22% 22% 25% 

Some of both (VOL) 6% 4% 3% 5% 4% 2% 6% 5% 6% 7% 5% 5% 5% 8% 6% 5% 5% 6% 

Not sure 5% 3% 3% 3% 2% 8% 3% 6% 6% 3% 4% 4% 8% 3% 4% 6% 3% 5% 
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PET E R D. H"A R T RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 74 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.15b. Let me read you two statements about having the federal government be involved in promoting national standards for students in basic ski,ll areas such as reading and 
math. After you hear them both, please tell me which one 9f these statements you agree with more. 

Statement A: The federal government should be involved in promoting national standards, because we have a national interest as a country to encourage excellence in education 
for students wherever they live, and to hold schools more accountable for giving students the education they need. 

Statement B: The ~ederal government should not be involved in promoting national standards, because federal involvement would mean too much interference with state and local 
control of public schools. 

Party Pol Hical 
1996 Vote Other Identif icati on Ideology Priorities Area 

Banner 1 -_._------------_ .... =============================== .. __ .... _*------------- ==================== -------------_._---- .•. ======================== 
Clinton Clinton 

All" Clinton Dole Perot base swing Open to Not for Demo- I nde- Repub "Education Budget Both North Mid-
Voters voters voters voters voters voters Clinton Clinton erats pendents l ieans Left Center Right higher higher high east west South West 

Total 1002 -418 327 56 318 151 233 299 418 210 374 313 335 328 334 197 453 237 234 322 210 

I 
Statement AI 58% 71% 43% 59% 71% 67% 60% 38% 71% 61% 42% 72% 65% 38% 66% 41% 60% 66% 58% 55% 54% 
pro- involvement 

Statement B/ 35% 22% 52% 37% 22% 22% 34% 56% 20% 33% 53% 20% 29"" 56% 25% 56% 33% 30% 37% 37% 36% 
anti-involvement 

Some of both (VOL) 6% 6% 4% 4% 5% 9% 5% " 5% 7"" 6% 4% 5% 5% 5% 7% 2% 6% 3% 4% 7% 7% 

Not sure 1% 1% 1% 2% 2% 1% 1% 2% 1% 3% 1% 1% 2% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 3% 
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PET E R O. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC 1 ATE S 

Column 74 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.1Sb. let me read you two statements about having the federal government be involved in promoting national standards for students in basic skill areas such as reading and 
math. After you hear them both, please tell me which one of these statements you agree with more. 

Statement A: The federal should be involved in promoting national standards, because we have a national interest as a country to encourage excellence in education 
for students wherever t~ey and to hold schools. more accountable for giving students the education they need. 

Statement B: The federal government should not be involved in promoting national standards, because federal invo,lvement would mean too much interference with state and local 
control of public schools. 

Federal Type 
Education Role Need For Change Of Change local Schools National Standards National Test 

. _______ ... ___ . ___ ====================== • __ ._._.~ .. _._. ======================= ... _________________ w ================================Banner 2 
Keep Major Major 

All Favor Oppose the Major changel changel Just Favorablel Favorablel Not Strong ~eak Non
Voters more Mixed more same changes Overhaul public private Positive fair Negative with feds not feds favorable supporters supporters supporters 

Total 1002 491 201 282 446 326 209 352 159 527 202 247 531 309 116 361 403 195 

Statement AI 58% 78% 48% 32% 58% 62% 54% 63% 51% 56% 60% 62% 100% 11% 89% 52% 16% 
pro-involvement 

Statement BI 35% . 17% 42% 61% 35% 31% 38% 29% 45% 37% 31% 33% 81% 86% 9% 38% 79% 
anti-involvement 

Some of both (VOL) 6% 4% 9% 5% 5% 6% 7% 7% 4% 6% 6% 3% 16% 3% 2% 9% 3% 

Not sure 1% 1% 1% 2% 2% 1% 1% 1% 1% 3% 2% 3% 1% 2% 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 74 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.1Sb. Let me read you two statements about having the federal government be involved in promoting national standards for students in basic skill areas such as reading and 
math. After you hear them both, please tell me which one of these statements you agree with more. 

Statement A: The federal government should be involved in promoting national standards, because we have a national interest as a country to encourage excellence in education 
for students wherever they live, and to hold schools more accountable for giving students the education they need. 

Statement B: The federal government should not be involved in promoting national standards, because federal involvement would mean too much interference with state and local 
control of public schools. 

Sex Age occupation Nonret ired Income Race Rel igion 
~_.~ ___ M. ___ ============================== _______________ ._ •••. _._._. ===================================== __________ ~ __ ===============_._~~.Banner 3 

Profes- White Blue White 
All 6S and sionals/ collar collar More than $SO,OOO- $30,000- Less than evan- Catho-

Voters Men Women 18-29 30-39 40-49 SO-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000 $30,000 Whites Blacks geLicaLs lies 

Total 1002 494 508 139 200 238 246 176 212 209 221 220 136 163 238 188 805 97 136 277 

Statement AI 58% 57% 59% 68% 65% 61% 53% 46% 66% 57% 62% 49''' 63% 63% 61% 59% 56% 68% 52% 66% 
pro-involvement 

Statement B/ 35% 38% 32% 26% 30% 31% 40% 46% 27% 33% 35% 41% 28% 31% 32% 38% 37"" 23% 43% 29% 
anti-involvement 

Some of both (VOL) 6% 4% 7"" 5% 3% 7% 6% 5% 6% 9% 2% 7% 8% 5% 5% 2% 6% 5% 5% 4% 

Not sure 1% 1% 2% 1% 2% 1" 1% 3% 1% 1% 1% 3" 1% 1" 2% 1" 1" 4% 1% 
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P E ~ E R D. HART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 74 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.15b. Let me read you two statements about having the federal government be i.nvolved in national standards for students in basic skill areas such as reading and 

math. After you hear them both, please tell me which one of these statements you agree 


Statement A": The federal government should be involved in promoting national standards, .because we have a national interest as a country to encourage excellence in education 
for students wherever they live, and to hold schools more accountable for giving students the education they need. 

Statement B: The federal government shouLd not be involved in promoting national standards, because federal involvement would mean too much interference with state and local 
control of public schools. 

Children In HousehoLd Educati on Education: Sex Type Of Area 
Banner 4 - .. ------.--- .. -------- •• --------~ •• ------------------ -- ======================== ~~~-.- •• ~--.--.-.-------------------- ::::::::::::::::::::::::=: 

Children Public Non-public Public High College Men/non- Men/ Women/non- Women/ Medium/ Small 
All in school school schooL/low school Some graduate college- college- college- college- Large small town/ 

Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city city Suburb rural 

Total 1002 379 190 189 278 50 109 334 279 386 209 284 218 288 209 256 213 319 

Statement AI 58% 64% 60% 67% 65% 65% 70% 54% 60% 61% 55% 59% 56% 62% 59% 57% 62% 56% 
pro' involvement 

Statement 8/ 35% 29% 35% 24% 27% 33% 26% 40% 33% 32% 42% 35% 36% 29% 33% 35% 33% 37"1. 
anti-involvement 

"Some of both (VOL) 6% 5% 4% 6% 6% 4% 4% 6% 6% 2% 5% 6% 8% 6% 6% 3% 6% 

Not sure 1% 2% 1% 3% 2% 2% 2% 1% 1% 1% 1% 2% 1% 2% 2% 2% 1% 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE SCO{\~,{\,",eu 

National Education 

Study #4838 


January 21~24, 1997 


PROPORTIONS ~HO SAY SELECTED GOALS THAT PRESIDENT CLINTON MIGHT HAVE IN THE AREA OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING ARE EXTREMELY IMPORTANT 

Sex Age Occupation Nonretired Income Race Rel igion 
Banner 3 --~-----.--- ============================== --------$---_ ... --------_.-------- ===================================== --.---------- ,=============== 

Profes- ~hite Blue ~hite 
All 65 and sionals/ collar collar More than $50,000- $30,000- Less than evan- Catho-

Voters Men ~omen 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000 $30,000 ~hites Blacks gelicals I ics 
_..... _...... 

----~--- .. -- .. - ..... - .. 

Providing tax 41% 40% 42% 53% 40% 53% 32% 30% 50% 39''' 45% 29% 47% 36% 42% 55% 40% 58% 41% 45% 
credits and 
deductions to help 
ensure that all 
qualified students 
are able to afford a 
college education * 

Establ ishing 39% 37% 41% 37% 37% 40% 42% 38% 35% 45% 37% 39% 40% 30% 43% 38% 39% 44% 41% 40% 
meaningful 
standards for 
student achievement 
and performance, and 
holding the 
education system 
accountable for 
achieving those 
standards ** 

Increasing 36% 33% 38% 38% 33% 43% 32% 34% 40% 34% 34% 35% 34% 32% 36% 43% 36% 47% 31% 33% 
opportunities for 
non-college-bound 
students, by 
expanding 
apprenticeships and 
school-to-work 
programs * 

* Asked of one-half the respondents (Form A). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a ~igh margin of error: Perot voters, national 

standards/not favorable, and non-public school children. 

** Asked of one-half the respondents (Form B). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, .non7public 

school children, and public school/low confidence. 

Cont inued 




PET E R D. H A R RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 3057 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21·24, 1997 

Q.13. PROPORTIONS WHO SAY SELECTED GOALS THAT PRESIDENT CLINTON MIGHT HAVE IN THE AREA OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING ARE EXTREMELY IMPORTANT 

Sex Age Occupation Nonretired Income Race Religion 
Banner 3 ------------ ============================== ------------*-------------------- ===================================== ------------- =============== 

Profes- White Blue White 
All 65 and sionals/ collar collar More than $50,000· $30,000- Less than evan· Catho· 

Voters Men Women 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000 $30,000 Whites Blacks gelicals l ics 
...................... ~.---- -------- ------- ------- -------- --------- ...... _----

Providing 'Hope 35% 29% 41% 51% 35% 32% 34% 29% 24% 34% 47% 29% 28% 29% 44% 40% 32% 48% 22% 48% 
Scholarships' that 
makes two years of 
community college 
available to every 
student who works 
hard and achieves 
good grades ** 

Making a greater 32% 29% 35% 40% 31% 34% 31% 27% 41% 29% 29% 27"" 31% 30% 33% 43% 30% 54% 24% 32% 
commitment to early 
childhood education, 
by expanding the 
ava ilabi li ty of 
pre·kindergarten and 
Head Start programs * 

Making sure that 30% 31% 29"" 39% 29% 33% 25% 25% 29% 36% 33% 25% 27% 22% 37"" 38% 26% 53% 18% 36% 
every school has 
computers and is 
wired for the 
Internet by the year 
2000, so that 
students can benefit 
from the new 
information 
superhighway ** 

* Asked of one-half the respondents (Form A). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national 
standards/not favorable, and non-public school children. 

~ ** Asked of one-half the respondents (Form B). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, non·public 
~hool children, and public school/low confidence. 
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Column 3057 National Education 

Study #4838 


1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 


Q.13. PROPORTIONS WHO SAY SELECTED GOALS THAT PRESIDENT CLINTON MIGHT HAVE IN THE AREA OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING ARE EXTREMELY IMPORTANT 

Party Pol itical 
1996 Vote Other Identification Ideology Priorities 

Banner 1 -.**---- ••• ---.----.~ =============================== .-- ... -- .... -- ... -- .... ==================== --- .. -- ... --- ... -.... -
Clinton Clinton 

All Clinton Dole Perot base swing Open to Not for Demo- Inde- Repub Education Budget Both North
Voters voters voters voters voters voters Clinton Clinton crats pendents I i cans Left Center Right higher higher high east 

Passing a new 'G.I. 19% 24% 12% 10% 29% 17% 15% 12% \ 25% 20% 11% 26% 18% 13% 20% 11% 20% 21% 23% 15%;·Nfi ;; 
~;Bill' for the 21st , .century that gives 

people lifetime 
access to training 
and skill 
development 

throughout their 

working careers * 

Instilling a spirit 17% 17% 18% 12% 18% 18% 16% 18% 14% 26% 16% 14% 18% 19% 15% 15% 22% 14% 15% 20% 20% .. 
w:t ", ";' ..of reform and 


innovation in the 

public schools, with 
programs Ii ke 
charter schools to 

~ provide new 
alternatives and 

greater choice ** 
~ 


~ 
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m 
* Asked of one-half the respondents (Form A). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national~ standards/not favorable, and non-public school children. ::0 ** Asked of one-half the respondents (Form B). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unrel iable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, non-publ'ic:!;' .

() school chi ldren, and publ ic school/low confidence. ':".:::t: 
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PET E R D. H ART RES E A R'C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 3057 National Education 

1/31/97 
Study #4838 

January 21-24, 1997 

Q.13.· PROPORTIONS WHO SAY SELECTED GOALS THAT PRESIDENT CLINTON MIGHT HAVE IN THE AREA OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING ARE EXTREMELY IMPORTANT 

Federal Type 
Education Role Need For Change Of Change Local Schools National Standards National Test 

Banner 2 ~- ... ----.------~- ====================== ---~~-----~---- ======================= *---~----.-~----~----------- .. - ================================ 
Keep Major, Major 

All Favor Oppose the Major change/ change/ Just Favorable/ Favorable/ Not Strong 
Voters more Mixed more same changes Overhaul public private Positive fair Negative with feds not feds favorable supporters supporters 

Making sure that all 69% 69% 78% 67% 66% 72% 71% 70% 77% 69% 61% 79% 73% 71% 59% 77% 
students have 
mastered the basics 
of reading, writing. 
and math by the time 
they complete 
elementary school '" 

Having an all-out 59% 66% 62% 47% 55% 64% 61% 70% 52% 58% 63% 61% 61% 67% 36% 67% 
cOnmitment to 
literacy progra~ to 
ensure that all 
children are able to' 
read by the third 
gr,ade' ..,. 

Increasing the level 57% 61%' 56% 53% 56% 59% 61% 62% 54% 58% 57% 60% 60% 60% 44% 65% 58% 
of discipline and 
safety in the 
schools, with tough 
measures to keep 
guns and drugs out 
and to remove 
disruptive students 
to alternative 
schools "'''' 

'" Asked of one-half the respondents (Form A). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national 
standards/not favorable, and non-public school children. . !" 
"'''' Asked of one·half the respondents (Form B)_ The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot 
school children, and public school/low confidence_ 
Continued 
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PET E R D. HART RES EAR C· HAS SOC I ATE S 

ColUmn 3057 National Education 

1/31/97 
Study #4838 

January 21-24, 1997 

* Asked of one-half the respondents (Form A). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national 
standards/not favorable, and non-public school children. 
** Asked of one-half the respondents (Form B). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, 

school children, and pu~lic school/low confidence. 
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Column 3057 National Education 

1/31/97 
Study #4838 

January 21-24, 1997 

Q.13. PROPORTIONS WHO SAY SELECTED GOALS THAT PRESIDENT CLINTON MIGHT HAVE IN THE AREA OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING ARE EXTREMELY IMPORTANT 

Federal Type 
Education Role Need For Change Of Change Local Schools National Standards National Test 

Banner 2 .~.--.------.-.--- ====================== --------------- ======================= ---.~ •• ---.----.--.~-.---- .• --- ================================ 
Keep Major Major 

All Favor Oppose the Major change/ change/ Just" Favorable/ Favorable/ Not Strong Weak 
Voters more Mixed more same changes Overhaul public private Positive fair Negative with feds not feds favorable supporters supporters 

Providing tax 41% 47% 41% 31% 39% "43% 42% 43% 40% 43% 35% 44% 48% 37% 22% '53% 35% 
credits and 
deductions to help 
ensure that all" 
qualified students 
are able to afford a 
college education ,. 

Establ ishing 39% 44% 38% 33% 32% 42% 49% 48% 42% 35% 44% 44% 45% 36% 27% 49% 38% 
meaningful 
standards for 
student achievement 
and performance, and 
holding the 
education system 
accountable for 
achieving those 
standards ** 

Increasing 36% 40% 37% 29% 33% 37% 38% 42% 27% 39% 35% 28% 42% 29% 22% 48% 30% .. 
opPortunities for 
non-college-bound 
students, by 
expanding 
apprenticeships and 
school-to-work 
programs ,. 

,. Asked of one-half the respondents (Form A). The percentages in the following columns ar~~statisticallY unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national 

standards/not favorable, and non-public school children. " 

,.,. Asked of one-half the respondents (Form B).' The percentages in the following columns are statistically unretiable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, 

school children, and public school/low confidence. 

Continued 
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PET E R D. H ART RES E ~ R C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 3057 National Education 
Study #4838 

1!31/97 January 21'24, 1997 

Q.13. PROPORTIONS WHO SAY SELECTED GOALS THAT PRESIDENT CLINTON MIGHT HAVE IN THE AREA OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING ARE EXTREMELY IMPORTANT 

Federal Type 
Education Role Need For Change Of Change Local Schools National Standards National- Test 

Banner 2 ....... - ... --.- ... ====================== ............... ======================= .. --- .. -.- ......... -... -...... - ================================ 

Keep Major Major 

All Favor Oppose the Major change! change! Just Favorable! Favorable! Not Strong Weak Non· 
Voters more Mixed more same changes Overhaul public private Positive fair Negative with feds not feds favorable supporters supporters supporters 

--~--- ~-~----.. -----.-- ---------- ---_ ... __ . -_._----- .... ------ ---------- --_._---_. 

Providing 'Hope 35% 47% 34% 19% 31% 42% 36% 44% 30% 32% 31% 43% 41% 33% 16% 44% 35% 22% 
Scholarships' that 
makes two years of 
community college 
ava; lable- to every 
student who works-
hard and achieves 
good grades ** 

Making a greater 32% 40% 33% 19% 31% 30% 39% 37% 24% 29% 34% 38% 39% 26% 14% 40% 32% 15% 
commitment to early 
childhood education, 
by expanding the 
availabil i ty of 
pre-kindergarten and 
Head Start programs * 

Making sure that 30% 39% 23% 20% 26% 33% 36% 36% 30% 29% 32% 31% 33% 33% 14% 40% 28% 17% 
every school has 
computers and is 
wired for the 
Internet by the year 
2000, so that 
students can benefit 
from the new 
information 
superhighway ** 

* Asked of one'half the respondents (Form A). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national 
standards!not favorable, and non'public school children. - 
** Asked of one'half the respondents (Form B). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, non'public i 
school children, and public schooL!Low confidence. 
Continued 2 



PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 3057 National Education 
Study #1,838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.13. PROPORTIONS YHO SAY SELECTED GOALS THAT PRESIDENT CLINTON MIGHT HAVE IN THE AREA OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING ARE EXTREMELY IMPORTANT 

Federal Type 
Education Role Need For Change Of Change Local Schools National Standards National Test 

Banner 2 ---------_.------- ====================== --------------- ======================= ---------------~-- ~--~------- =~============================== 

Keep Major Major 
All Favor Oppose <the Major change/ change/ Just Favorable/ Favorable/ Not Strong Yeak Non-

Voters more Mixed more same changes Overhaul public private Positive fair Negative wi th feds not feds< favorable supporters supporters supporters 
-----_ ....... 
 .-------- ---------- ---------- ------~---

Passing a new 'G.I. 19% 23% 19% 11% 19% 17% 20% 20% 14% 16% 20% 23% 25% 15% 4% 26% 16% 10% 
Bill' for the 21st 
century that gives 
people lifetime 
access to training 
and skill 
development 
throughout their 
<working careers * 

Instilling a spIrIt 17"1. 19% 16% 15% 13% 22% 20% 19% 28% 15% 26% 18% 18% 19% 12% 17"1. 16% 17% 
of reform and 
innovation in the 
public schools, with 
programs like 
charter schools to 
provide new 
alternatives and 
greater choice ** 

* Asked of one-half the respondents (Form A). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national 

standards/not favorable, and non-public school children. 

** Asked of one-half the respondents (Form B). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, non-public 

school children, and public school/low confidence. 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 3057 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.13. PROPORTIONS WHO SAY SELECTED GOALS THAT PRESIDENT CLINTON MIGHT HAVE IN THE AREA OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING ARE EXTREMELY IMPORTANT 

Sex Age Occupation Nonretired Income Race Religion 
Banner 3 _... _-_ .... - ============================== ------------~------- .. -~--------- ===================================== ------------- =============== 

Profes- White Blue White 
All 65 and sionals/ collar collar More than $50,000- $30,000- Less than evan- Catho-

Voters Men Women 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000 $30,000 Whites Blacks gelicals lies 
..................... -- .. _----- -------- -.. ---~-- .-~-- .... 

Making sure that all 69% 67% 72% 67% 70% 71% 69% 68% 74% 72% 71% 63% 72% 65% 78% 67'1. 70% 67% 74% 71% 
students have 
mastered the basics 
of reading, writing, 
and math by the time 
they complete 
elementary school * 

Having an all-out 59% 51% 67% 49% 65% 63% 59% 53% 58% 59% 62% 57'1. 59% 50% 62% 61% 59% 68% 60% 62% 
cOlTlnitment to 
literacy programs to 
ensure that all 
children are able to 
read by the third 
grade ** 

Increasing the level 57'1. 53% 62% 51% 53% 61% 61% 58% 54% 63% 63% 57% 56% 54% 59% 59% 55% 64% 51% 62% 
of discipline and 
safety in the 
schools, with tough 
measures to "keep 
guns and drugs out 
and to remove 
disruptive students 
to alternative 
schools ** 

* Asked of one-half the respondents (Form A). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national 
standards/not favorable, and non-public school children. 
** Asked of oneohalf the respondents (Form B). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, non-public 
school ch i Idren, and publ ic school/low conf idence. 
Continued 



PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I AT E S 

Column 3057 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.13. PROPORTIONS WHO SAY SELECTED GOALS THAT PRESIDENT CLINTON MIGHT HAVE IN THE AREA OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING ARE EXTREMELY IMPORTANT 

Sex Age Occupation Nonretired Income Race Religion 
Sanner 3 -------.~.~. :::============================= ---~~-- .. --------------.--.---~~ =============~======================= =============== 

Profes- White Slue White 
All 65 and slonals/ collar collar More than $50,000- $30,000- Less than evan- Catho-

Voters Men Women 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000' $50,000 $30,000 Whites Slacks gelicals Ii cs 
----- ..... ------ -------- ...... "' ............. -------- --------- ................ 


Making sure that all 52% 46% 57''' 59% 51% 50% 53% 49% 60% 48% 51% 50% 53% 45% 54% 57''' 50% 69% 45% 50% 
schools have 
up-to-date textbooks 
and that school 
buildings are safe 
and in reasonable 
repair * 

Establ i sh i ng 49% 49% 48% . 52% 42% 53% 49% 48% 55% 43% 46% 47''' 44% 40% 51% 58% 48% 51% 49% 51% 
meaningful 
standards. for 
student achievement 
and performance, and 
making sure that 
students reach them 
before being awarded 
a high school 
diploma * 

Getting schools more 47% 42% 51% 45% 47% 45% 49% 46% 36% 50% 46% 51% 42% 41% 52% 39% 45% 42% 46% 47% 
involved in 
emphasizing basic 
values, such as I 
personal 
responsibility, 
respect, and good 
citizenship ** 

* Asked of one-half the respondents (Form A). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national 
standards/not favorable, and non-public school children. . 
** Asked of one-half the respondents (Form B). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, non-public 
school children, and public school/low confidence. 
Continued 
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national.. Asked of one-half the respondents' (Form A). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, 

standards/not favorable, and non-public school children. . 

.... Asked of one-half the respondents (Form B). The percentages in the following colums are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, 

school children, and public school/low 'confidence. 
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PET E R D. HART RES EAR C HAS SOC 1 ATE S 

Colum 3057 National Education 

1/31/97 . 
Study #4838 " 

January 21-24,1997 

,Q;13. PROPORTIONS WHO SAY SELECTED GOALS THAT PRESIDENT CLINTON MIGHT HAVE IN THE 

Banner 1 

Providing tax 
credits and 
deductions to help 
ensure that all 
qualified students, 
are~ able, to afford a 
F~\ieg~.eoocation .. 

Establishing 
meaningful. 
standards for 
student achievement 
and performance, and 
holding the 
education system 
accountable for, 
achieving those 
standards .. 

Increasing 
opportunities for 
non-college-bound 
students, by 
expanding 
apprenticeships and 
school-to-work 
programs .. 

1996 Vote 
•••••• a.·•••• _ •••••• __ 

All Clinton Dole Perot 
Voters voters voters voters 
---_.- --- .... - .... - ...... 

41% 45% 38% 51% 

39% 39% 35% 49% 

36% 40% 30% 42% 

Other 
===================:::========= 
Cl inton Clinton 

base swing Open to Not for 
voters voters Clinton Clinton 

--_._-- -._._-- ._-_ ... --_._-

47% 45% 40% 33% 

41% 36% 41% 36% 

44% 37% 33% 29% 

AREA OF EDUCATION'AND TRAINING ARE EXTREMELY 

Party 

Identification 


_________ . ______ .. ____ ; 

Demo- Inde- Repub
crats pendents licans 

------ --_._---- -----

\47% 37% 36% 

39% 47% 34% 

39% 34% 33% 

Political 

Ideology


==================== 

Left Center Right
*. __ .- ------ -----

45% 45% 32% 

39% 40% ,37% 

41% 35% 32% 

IMPORTANT 

Priorities 
a •••••••• ___ ••• ___ ••• 

Education Budget
higher higher 

---- ... -- ._.- ... __ 

44% 26% 

39% 32% 

36% 27% 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Coll.m1l1 3057 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21'24, 1997 

Q.13. PROPORTIONS WHO SAY SELECTED GOALS THAT' PRESIDENT CLINTON MIGHT HAVE IN THE AREA OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING ARE EXTREMELY IMPORTANT 

Party Political 
1996 Vote Other Identification IdeoLogy Priorities Area 

Banner 1 --------_._---------- =============================== ---.-----~~----.- •• ---- ==================== ~------- •• -----.------- ======================== 
CL inton CL in,ton 

All Cl inton Dole Perot base swing Open to Not for Demo' Inde' Repub- Education Budget Both North- Mid-
Voters voters voters voters voters voters Clinton Clinton crats pendents l i cans Left Center Right higher higher high east west South 'West 

........ -- _............. 
 ...._------ --*--- ------ --------- -----

Providing 'Hope 35% 40% 24% 49% 43% 34% 39% 24% 39% 43% 27% 40% 39% 27% 38% 23% 41% 32% 
Scholarships' that 
makes two years of 
community college 
available to every 
student who works 
hard and sch I eves 
good grades ** 

Making a greater 32% 43% 20% 26% 40% 45% 31% 18% 42% 27% 23% 41% 38% 17% 34% 16% 36% 31% 26% 34% 
commitment to early 
childhood education, 
by expandi ng the 
availabil ity of 
pre-kindergarten and 
Head Start programs * 

Making sure that 30% 33% 26% 23% 39% 24% 34% 20% 36% 32% 22% 35% 34% 21% 35% 19% 33% 31% 26% 35% .,2 
every school has 
computers and is 
wi red for the 
Internet by the year 
2000, so that 
students can benefit 
from the new 
information 
superhighway *~ 

.. 

* Asked of one-haLf the respondents (Form A). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national 
standards/not favorable, and non·public school children. 
** Asked of one'half the respondents (Form B). The percentages in the following coll.m1l1s are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, non-public 
school children, and public school/low confidence. 
Continued 
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P E'T E R D. H'A R T RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 3057 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.13. PROPORTIONS WHO SAY SELECTED GOALS THAT PRESIDENT CLINTON MIGHT HAVE IN THE AREA OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING ARE EXTREMELY IMPORTANT 

Party Pol itical 
1996 Vote Other Identification Ideology Priorities 

Banner 1 ....... _-------- ..... =============================== -.~-.------.--.---.-.-. ==================== -------_._._----------- '=================== 
Cl inton Cl inton 

All Clinton Dole Perot base swing Open to Not for Demo- Inde- Repub- Education Budget Both North- Mid-
Voters voters voters voters voters voters Cl inton CI inton crats pendents I icanS Left 'Center Right higher higher high east west South" w~stv~~f•• ___ • _._._A ._._._ . ____ ._._ .• _____ •• _. _____ . ____ •• ___ .. 

Making sure that all 69% 68% 71% 69% 66% 73% 72% 69% '68% 70% 71% 66%70% 74% 68% 67X 71% 73% 64% 72% 67X":, ':, 
. ""'Istudents have 

mastered the basics 
of reading, writing, 
and math by the time 
they comp(ete 
elementary'school * 

Having an all-out 59% 65% 55% 60% 64% 59% 57% 55% 62% 63% 53% 64% 60% 54% 60% 42% 69% 62% 52% 57X 66% . 
COlTJlli tment to 
literacy programs to 
ensure th at a II 
children are able to 
read by the third 
grade ** 

Increasing the level 57% 60% 55% 44% 63% 57"4 56% 53% 59% 61% 54% 59% 61% 52% 51% 53% 66% 61% 56% 
of discipline and 
safety in the 
schools, with tough 
measures to keep 
guns and drugs out 
and to remove 
disruptive students 
to alternative 
schools ** 

* Asked of one-half the respondents (Form A). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national 
standards/not favorable, and non-public school children. 

** Asked of one-half the respondents (Form B). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, non-public 

school children, and public school/low confidence. 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

col\m'l'l 3.057 National Education 

1131/97 
Study #4838 

January 21-24, 1997 

Q.13. PROPORTIONS WHO SAY SELECTED GOALS THAT PRESIDENT CLINTON MIGHT HAVE IN THE AREA OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING ARE EXTREMELY IMPORTANT 

Party Pol itical 
1996 Vote Other Identification Ideology Priorities Area 

Banner 1 ~--- •• ~--- ••• ----- ••• =============================== --------- •• -.-----~---. ==================== ----------------------- =~================:===== 

Cl inton Clinton 
All Clinton Dole Perot base swing Open to Not for Demo- Inde- Repub- Education Budget Both North-

Voters voters voters voters voters voters Clinton Clinton. crats pendents. 1 icans Left Center Right higher higher high east 
------ ._----- ------ ------ ------- ------- ------- --------- ._'._-- --.--- - ... -- -- .. _---~.----- -~----

Making sure that all 52% 57% 46% 61% 61% 52% 55% 40% \ 61% 44% 46% 62% 52% 44% 58% 34% 54% 54% 

schools have· 

up-to-date textbooks 

and that school 

buildings are safe 

and in reasonable 

repair .. 


Establ ishing 49% 49% 48% 70% 51% 50% 49% 45% 51% 44% 48% 52% 46% 49% 48% 40% 51% 46% 
. meaningful 

standards for 
, s'tildent~-achi evement 
and Performance,. and ,'.

making sure that 
students reach them 
before being awarded 
a high school 
diploma .. 

Getting schools more 47% 42% 48% 38% 44% 45% . 52% 46% 45% 52% 44% 44% 46% 46% 43% 47% 50% 53% 43% 

involved in 

emphasizing basic. 

values, such as 

personal 


. respons i bit i ty, 
respect, and good. 
citizenship ....: 

.. Asked of one-half the respondents (Form A). The percentages in the following col\m'l'ls are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national 
standards/not favorable, and non-public school children • 
.... Asked of one-half the respondents (Form B): The percentages in the following col\m'l'ls are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, non-pUbl ic',. 

..!.''school children, and public school/low confidence. 
Continued '::~~~~~i 
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Q.12. PROPORTIONS WHO 

Banner 4 

Quality education is 
the key to America's 
success in the new 
global economy, and 
we need to make sure 
thin> our school s anct 
universities are 
providing the 
world-class 
education and 
training we'll need 
to keep America's 
economy in the 
forefront * 

Education is our 
country's way of 
providing real hope~ 
and opportunity for :!! all Americans 'to 
improve themselves 
and live up to thei r 
potential, 

::t 

~ 
regardless of their::a economic..... 
circumstances * 
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SAY SELECTED REASONS FOR MAKING PUBLIC EDUCATION A TOP NATIONAL PRIORITY ARE VERY CONVINCING 

Children In Household Education Education: Sex _________ ~-.-----.--*~-- ..-4--- .. ----------------.---. __ ===:====::==========:=== •__ •••••.•.•••• _._ •• ____ ••••. ________ 
Children Public Non-public Public High College Men/non- Men/ Women/non- Women/ 

;.~-, ._....-,,-.\ •. ••.':,;":'.i'~ 

==========================: 
. ..' .... 

small 
city
•• ~. 

Medium! 
All in school school school/low scliool Some graduate college- college- college- college- Large 

Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence or less college or more'educated educated educated educated city 
_~. ~_-___ _________ •• __________ ••• ____ ._. ____ p _____ • _________ •••• ___ ._ ••• __ _____ _. ____ ._ .e •• ____ ._. ____ ._. __ ._ •••• _____ ____ 

..;'.:,. 

60% 61% 58% 64% 64% 50% 58% 

58% 58% 57% 58% 61% 50% 66% 

~ * Asked of one-half the respondents (Form A). The percentages. in the following columns 

:0 standards/not favorable, and non-public school children. 
** Asked 'of one-half the respondents (Form B). The percentages in the following columns 

~ school children, and public school/lOW confidence. 
Continued 
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57% 61% 63% 64% 56% 54% 66% 58% 

53% 61% 60% 56% 50% 56% 68% 60% 54% 

are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national 
., 

are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, non-publ 



P E" T E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 3051 N~tional Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.12. PROPORTIONS WHO SAY SELECTED REASONS FOR MAKING PUBL"IC EDUCATION A TOP NATIONAL PRIORITY ARE VERY CONVINCING 

Children In Household Education " Education: Sex Type Of Area 
Banner 4 ..•••••• --.- ••••• -------- ••••• ------- ••••• -.----- ••••••• ======================== .*.-~ ..-- .... -.-.----.-.--... --.---.- :================a=======a 


Children Publ ic Non-publ ic Public High· College Men/non- Men/ women/non- Women/ Medium! Small· 

All in school schooL" "school/low school Some "graduate college- college- college- college- Large small town/ 


Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city 

We live in a time of 57% 57% 60% 54% 60% 50% 52% 57% 61% 55% 58% 56% 55% 59% 58% 57% 
rapid change, 
including new 
technology, and 
need a clear 

we 

\ 

national commitment 
"to make sure that 
our schools are able 
to keep up with the 
changes and new 
demands for 

.,.. ..1,: 

excellence as we 
head into the 21st 
century ** 

The public schools 
have always been the 
place where new 
generations of 
Americans have 

38% 34% 36% 32% 38% 26% 28% 43% 38% 34% 43% 34% 41% 37% 41% 38%40% 35% 

learned about our 
nation's democratic 
values and 
traditions, and 
continuing that 
tradition is 
especially important 
now, as our society 
becomes increasingly 
diverse ** " 

city Suburb 

* Asked of one-half the respondents (Form A). The percentages in the following columns are statjstically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national 

standards/not favorable, and non-public school children. " 

** Asked of one-half the respondents (Form B). The percentages in the following columns are stat'istically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, non-public, 

school children, and public school/low confidence. 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 3084 National Education 

1/31/97 
Study #4838 

January 21-24, 1997 

Q.16c. PROPORTIONS WHO SAY SELECTED REASONS FOR SUPPORTING A NEW EFFORT BY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO ENCOURAGE STATES AND LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO PARTICIPATE IN A NATIONAL 
TEST TO MEASURE READING AND MATH SKILLS ARE VERY CONVINCING 

Sex Age Occupation Nonretired Income Race Rel igion 
Banner 3 -----.-.-~-~ ============================== ----~---------------------------- ===================================== .--.-----~- .. =============== 

Profes- White Blue White 
All 65 and sionals/ collar collar More than $50,000- $30,000- Less than evan- Catho-

Voters Men Women 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000 $30,000 Whites Blacks gelicals lies 

In a country where 58% 56% 60% 52% 53% 64% 62% 56% 68% 46% 60% 62% 59% 53% 61% 57% 56% 75% 52% 58% 
many people often 
move from state to 
state, we need a 
common national 
standard of what 
students should be 
achieving in basic 
ski lls such as 
reading and math * 

American students 50% 48% 51% 46% 49% 49% 52% 50% 40% 52% 51% 53% 40% 52% 53% 49% 48% 51% 48% 55% 
consistentry score 
less well than 
students in Europe 
and Japan on 
measures of 
educational 
achievement, and we 
need a national 
effort to assure 
world-class 
standards of 
excellence in 
America's schools ** 

* Asked of one-half the respondents (Form A). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national 
standards/not favorable,_ and non-public school children. 
** Asked of one-half the respondents (Form B). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, non-public 
school children, and public school/low confidence. 
Continued 



PET E R D. HART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 3084 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.16c. PROPORTIONS WHO SAY SELECTED REASONS FOR SUPPORTING A NEW EFFORT BY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO ENCOURAGE STATES AND LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO PARTICIPATE IN A NATIONAL 
TEST TO MEASURE READING AND MATH SKILLS ARE VERY CONVINCING 

Sex Age Occupation Nonretired Income Race Religion ____________ ============================== ____________________________ ___ . ===================================== _____ .~_M.~Banner 3 =============== 
Profes- White Blue White 

All 65 and s,i onals/ collar collar More than $50,000- $30,000- Less than evan- Catho-
Voters Men Women 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000 $30,000 Whites Blacks gelicals l ics 

................. __ .. 
 -- .............. 


Our schools today 49% 45% 54% 50% 44% 56% 46% 52% 45% 46% 54% 53% 39% 47% 53% 54% 46% 66% 41% 53% 
are promoting too 
many students who do 
not have basic 
skills they need, a 
national test could 
help reverse this 
trend, and target 
extra help to the 
students who need it 

Parents and 48% 46% 51% 48% 46% 49% 53% 45% 38% 55% 55% 50% 35% 48% 51% 52% 47% 56% 50% 48% 
taxpayers deserve to 
have a way of 
knowing how well 
their schools are, 
perform; ng" and a 
national test will 
help make 'schools 
more accountable for 
their performance ** 

A national test 44% 44% 43% 40% 37% 47% 46% 47% 44% 36% 50% 52% 41% 40% 44% 46% 42% 52% 43% 46% 
would give local 
communities a tool 
for knowing how well 
their schools are 
performing compared 
to schools allover 
the country * 

* Asked of one-half the respondents (Form A). The percentages in the foLlowing columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national 

standards/not favorable, and non-public school children. 

**, Asked of one-half the respondents (Form B). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, non-public 

school ch~n, and public ~l/low confidence. 
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Column 3084 

1/31/97 

Q.16c. PROPORTIONS WHO SAY 
TEST TO MEASURE READING AND 

Banner 2 

All 
Voters 

In a country where 58% 
many people often 
move.from state to 
state, we need a 
common national' 
standard of what 
students should be 
achieving in basic 
skills such as 
reading and math * 

American students 50% 
consistently score 
less well than 
students in Europe 
and Japan on 
measures of 
educational 
achievement, and we 
need a national 
effort to assure 
world-class 
standards of 
excellence in 
America's schools ** 

* Asked of one-half the respondents (Form A). The percentages in the 
standards/not favorable, and non-public school children. 
** Asked of one-half the respondents (Form B). The percentages' in the 
school children, and public school/low confidence. 
Continued 
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PET E R D. H A·R T RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

National Education 

Study #4838 


January 21-24, 1997 


SELECTED REASONS FOR SUPPORTING A NEW EFFORT BY THE FEDERAL 
MATH SKILLS ARE·VERY CONVINCING 

Federal 

Education Role Need For Change 


-.-----.~-----.--- ====================== 
Keep 

Favor Oppose the Major 
more Mixed. more same changes Overhaul 

68% 55% 40% 56% 64% 53% 

58% 59% 29% 44% 55% 55% 

Type 

Of Change 


-----------_._. 
Major Major 

changei change/ 

) . 

GOVERNMENT TO ENCOURAGE STATES AND LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO PARTICIPATE IN A NATIONAL 

Local Schools National Standards National Test 
==============:======== ---.-- •. -~----.-------.-------- =====~========================== 

Just Favorable/ Favorable/ Not .Strong Weak Non
public private Positive fair Negative with feds not feds favorable supporters supporters supporters 

63% 46% 57% 57% 62% 72% 47% 19% 73% 58% 20% 

59% 48% 45% 55% 56% 62% 43% 19% 77% 48% 17% 

following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national 

following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, non-public 

2 



PETER D. ART RESEARCH ASSOCI.ATES 

Column 3084 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.16c. PROPORTIONS WHO SAY SELECTED REASONS FOR SUPPORTING A NEW EFFORT BY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO ENCOURAGE STATES AND LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO PARTICIPATE IN A NATIONAL 
TEST TO MEASURE READING AND MATH SKILLS ARE VERY CONVINCING 

Federal Type 
Education Role Need For Change Of Change Local Schools National Standards National Test 

_. _________ ._ ... __ ====================== ___ w_~. ________ ======================= _______ ~ _______________________ ================================Banner 2 
Keep Major Major 

All Favor Oppose the Major change/ change/ Just Favorablel Favorable/ Not Strong Weak Non-
Voters more Mixed more . same changes Overhaul public private Positive fair Negative with feds not feds favorable supporters supporters supporters 

---------- ---------- ----- .. ~ . . --------- -------~~- ._-------

Our schools today 49% 59% 49% 34% 47% 55% 48% 59% 40% 48% 52% 52% 61% 42% 17% 72% 50% 12% 
are promoting too 
many students who do 
not have basic 
skills they need, a 
national test could 
help reverse this 
trend, and target 
extra help to the 
students who need it 

Parents and 48% 54% 56% 35% 44% 55% 50% 59% 42% 43% 55% 54% 61% 45% 12% 76% 47",( 11% 
taxpayers deserve to 
have a way of 
knowing how well 
their schools are 
performing, and a 
national test will 
help make schools 
more accountable for 
their performance ** 

A national test 44% 51% 43% 29% 39% 49% 48% 50% 46% 44% 44% 43% 54% 36% 21% 63% 42% 7% 
would give local 
communities a tool 
for knowing how well 
their schools are 
performing compared 
to schools allover 
the country * 

* Asked of one-half the respondents (Form A). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national 

standards/not favorable, and non-public school children. 

** Asked of one-half the respondents (Form B). The percentages in the following.columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, non-public 

school' chi~n, and publ ie ~l/low confidence. 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 3084 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.16c. PROPORTIONS WHO SAY SELECTED REASONS FOR SUPPORTING A NEW EFFORT BY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO ENCOURAGE STATES AND LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO PARTICIPATE IN A NATIONAL 
TEST TO MEASURE READING AND MATH SKILLS ARE VERY CONVINCING 

Party Pol itical 
1996 Vote Other Identification Ideology Priorities Area 

~.________ •• M ______ __ =============================== _._ .. ______ ~ ___________ ==================== _______ . _______________ ========================Banner 1 
Cl inton Cl inton 

All Clinton Dole Perot base swing Open to Not for Demo- Inde- Repub- Education Budget Both North- Mid-
Voters voters voters voters voters voters Clinton Clinton crats pendents l i cans Left ,Center Right higher higher high east west South West 

.......... __ .-

In a country where 58% 63% 49% 72% 61% 71" 66% 43% 63% 58% 52% 62% 64% 48% 63% 39% 62% 58% 53% 64% 56% 
many people often 
move from state to 
state, we need a 
conmon national 
standard of what 
students should be 
achieving in basic 
sid lls such as 
reading 'and math * 

American students 50% 56% 46% 54% 5;% 58% 52% 41% ' '53% 48% 47% 51% 54% 48% 54% 28% 58% 50% 46% 50% 53% 
consistently score 
less well than 
students in Europe 
and Japan on 
measures of 
educational 
achievement, and we 
need a national 
effort to assure 
world-class 
standards of 
'excellence in 
America's schools ** 

* Asked of one-half the respondents (Form A). The percentages in'the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national 

standards/not favorable, and non-public school children. ' 

** Asked of one-half the respondents (Form B). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, non-public 

school children, and public school/low confidence. 

Continued' 




PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 3084 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.16c. PROPORTIONS YHO SAY SELECTED REASONS FOR SUPPORTING A NEY EFFORT BY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO ENCOURAGE STATES AND LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO PARTICIPATE IN A NATIONAL 
TEST TO MEASURE READING AND MATH SKILLS ARE VERY CONVINCING 

Party ?oliti'cal 
1996 Vote Other Identification Ideology Priorities Area 

Banner 1 .. -.-~----- .... -----. =============================== ----~-.-.--------~----- ==================== .------------~-.------- ======================== 
Clinton Clinton 

All Clinton Dole Perot base swing Open to Not for Demo- Inde- Repub- Education Budget Both North- Mid-
Voters voters voters voters voters voters Cl inton CL inton crats pendents l icans Left Center Right higher higher high east west South Yest 

Our schools today 49% 59% 42% 42% 61% 55% 47% 37% 59% 50% 38% 59% 51% 40% 53% 33% 55% 51% 45% 54% 47% 
are promoting too 
many students who do 
not have basic 
skills they need, a 
national test could 
help reverse thi,s 
trend, and tar'get 
extra help 'to the 
students who need it 

Parents and 48% 56% 44% 41% 53% 57% 47% 40% 53% 50% 43% 51% 51% 45% 49% 30% 59% 49% 51% 50% 42% 
taxpayers deserve to 
have a way'of 
knowing how well 
their schools are 
performing, and a 
national test will 
help make schools 
more accountable for 
their performance ** 

A national test 44% 48% 39% 45% 50% 41% 49% 36% 50% 45% 37% 48% 46% 3.,." 49% 29% 45% 45% 43% 45% 42% 
would give local 
communities a tool 
for knowing how well 
their schools are 
performing compared 
to schools allover 
the country " 

" Asked of one-half the respondents (Form A). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national 

standards/not favorable, and non-public school children. . 

*" Asked o~e'half the resPsee;n~s (Form B). The percentages in the following columns ~statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Per~ters, non-public 

school c~ and public low confidence. 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 3084 Na~ional Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.16c. PROPORTIONS YHO SAY SELECTED REASONS FOR SUPPORTING A NEY EFFORT BY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO ENCOURAGE STATES AND LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO PARTICIPATE IN A NATIONAL 
TEST TO MEASURE READING AND MATH SKILLS ARE VERY CONVINCING 

Children In Household Education Education: Sex Type Of Area 
Banner 4 -------------------------------------------------------- ======================== -------------------------- .. ---------- ========================== 

Children Public Non-public Publ ic High College Men/non- Men/ Yomen/non- Yomen/ Medium/ Small 
All in school school school/low school Some graduate college- college- college- college- Large small town/ 

Voters household Fathers Mothers ch i ldren children confid~nce or less college or more educated educated educated educated city city Suburb rural 
................ - ---------- ---------- .................... 

In a country where 58% 56% 54% 59% 57% 51% 64% 59% 64% 53% 58% 54% 62% 59% 59% 56% 58% 59% 
many people often 
move from state to 
state, we need a 
CO!TJ1lOn national 
standard of what 
students should be 
achieving in basic 
skills such as 
reading and math * 

American students 50% 51% 52% 51% 52% 46% 49% 52% 58% 43% 51% 47"1. 55% 48% 55% 51% 50% 45% 
consistently score 
less well than 
students in Europe 
and Japan on 
measures of 
educational 
achievement, and we 
need a national 
effort to assure 
world-class 

. standards of 
excellence in 
America's schools ** 

* Asked of one-half the respondents (Form A). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national 

standards/not fav.orable, and non-publ ic school chi ldren. 

** Asked of one-half the respondents (Form B). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, non-public 

school children, and public school/low confidence. 

Continued 
2 



PETER D., HART RESEA'RCH ASSOCIATES 

Column 3084 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.16c. PROPORTIONS WHO SAY SELECTED REASONS FOR SUPPORTING A NEW EFFORT BY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO ENCOURAGE STATES AND LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS' TO PARTICIPATE IN A NATIONAL 
TEST TO MEASURE READING AND MATH SKILLS ARE VERY CONVINCING 

ChiLdren In HousehoLd Education Educat i on: Sex Type Of Area ___ ._. ___________ . _________ __ ======================== ______ . __________________ 4. _________ ==========================~----.--------------.---~-- ~Banner 4 
Chi ldren Public Non-public Publ ic High College Men/non- Men/ Women/non- Women! Medium/ Small 

All in school school school/low school Some graduate college- college- college- college- Large small town/ 
Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city city Suburb rural _____ __________ .4 ________------_ .... ~_. .. .......... - ....... 


Our schools today 49% 52% 46% 58% 55% 43% 57% 53% 58% 41% 52% 40% 58% 51% 50% 53% 44% 50% 
are promoting too 
many students who do 
not have basic 
skills they need, a 
national test could 
help reverse this 
trend, and target 
extra help to the 
students who nee,d it 

Parents and 48% 46% 47% 45% 46% 44% 47% 56% 54% 40% 52% 43% 59% 45% 50% 50% 46% 48% 
taxpayers deserve to 
have a way of 
knowing how wel 
their schools are 
performing, and a 
national test wi II 
help make schools 
more accountable for 
their performance ** 

A national test 44% 42% 44% 41% 45%· 36% 39% 45% 47"1. 41% 43% 46% 46% 41% 51% 43% 43% 40% 
would give local 
communities a tool 
for knowing how well 
their schools are 
performing compared 
to schools allover 
the country * 

., Asked of one-half the respondents (Form A). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national 
standards/not favorable, and non-public school children. 
o,* Asked of one-half the respondents (Form B). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, non-public 
school children, and public school/low confidence. 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 3089 National.Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.17a. (FORM A) PROPORTIONS WHO SAY THEY HAVE A GREAT DEAL OR A FAIR AMOUNT OF CONFIDENCE IN SELECTED GROUPS THAT COULD BE INVOLVED IN DEVELOPING AND APPROVING A NATIONAL 
READING AND MATH TEST * 

Party Pol itical 
1996 Vote Other Identification Ideology Priorities Area 

Banner 1 -------.-~----------- =============================== -.--.-.~--.-------- .. -- .. ==================== ---.---~-.----------- .. - ======================== 
Cl inton Cl inton 

All Clinton Dole Perot base swing Open to Not for Demo- Inde- Repub- Education Budget Both North- Mid-
Voters voters voters voters voters voters Clinton Clinton crats pendents l i cans Left Center Right higher higher high east west South West 

................ -_ .................... -_ .. __ ..... -----_ ................ -_ ...... _--- ------ .._ .. _-- ---.-- --------

Reading and math 88% 89% 86% 97% 90% 82% 90% 86% 88% 87% 87% 88% 87% 88% 89% 85% 87% 84% 86% 89% 90% 
teachers 

The U.S. Department 61% 73% 49% 58% 77% 62% 62% 44% 74% 49% 52% 71% 67% 46% 66% 46% 63% 68% 57% 59% 61% 
of Education 

State and local 60% ' 56% 62% 58% 60% 50% 63% 62% 57% 63% 62% 56% 61% 63% 54% 64% 63% 53% 56% 67% 61% 
school boards 

Testing experts 58% 59% 56% 55% 62% 58% 59% 51% 63% 46% 57% 61% 58% 54% 60% 46% 60% 61% 53% 59% 56% 

Business leaders 48% 48% 47% 37% 46% 51% 49% 47% 47% 43% 50% 47% 43% 54% 47% 51% 47% 46% 43% 52% 49% 

Governors 41% 40% 38% 34% 45% 37% 42% 38% 46% 38% 38% 42% 41% 40% 38% 36% 45% 40% 36% 47% 40% 

* Asked of one-half the respondents. The percentages in the following columns are statisticallY unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national standards/not 
favorable, and non-public school children. 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 3089 National Education 
Study #4838 

1!31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.17a. (FORM A) PROPORTIONS WHO SAY THEY HAVE A GREAT DEAL OR A FAIR AMOUNT OF CONFIDENCE IN SELECTED GROUPS THAT COULD BE INVOLVED IN DEVELOPING AND APPROVING A NATIONAL 
READING AND MATH TEST * 

Federal Type 
Education Role Need For Change Of Change ,Local Schools National Standards National Test

._A ______________ ~ ====================== ____ ~•• _~ •••• __ ====:=:::====:==::===:: ______ •••••• __________________ . ======:==::=:=:=::=:==::=::=====Banner 2 
Keep Major Major 

All Favor Oppose the Major change! change! Just Favorable! Favorable! Not Strong Weak Non-
Voters more Mixed more same changes Overhaul public private Positive fai r Negative wi th feds not feds favorable supporters supporters supporters 

---_. _.... -- -------- -----~- .......... _---- ----- -----_ .. ------_._. -_ .... _- - --------- ---------- ---------- ------------~-- -~--. 

Reading and math 88Y. 87% 85% 91% 88% 88% 85% 87% 89% 91% 87% 79% 87% 90% 81% 87% 89% 82% 
teachers 

The U.S. Department 61% 70% 64% 42% 67% 60% 55% 63% 45% 64% 63% 51% 73% 52% 27% 73% 62% 28% 
of Education 

State and local 60% 53% 68% 68% 63% 55% 63% 57% 63% 63% 59% 52% 55% 68% 65% 54% 64% 62% 
school boards 

Testing experts 58% 61% 63% 46% 60% 59% 51% 60% 47"4 58% 60% 52% 66% 49% 37% 61% 65% 31% 

Business leaders 48% 43% 45% 57% 43% 54% 51% 50% 60% 45% 49% 52% 48% 54% 32% 48% 48% 49% 

Governors 41% 40% 45% 41% 39% 43% 45% 44% 43% 42% 40% 42% 43% 41% 38% 45% 43% 32% 

* Asked of'one-half the respondents. The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national standards!not 
favorable, and non-pubLic school children. ' 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 3089 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21'24, 1997 

Q.17a. (FORM A) PROPORTIONS ~HO SAY THEY HAVE A GREAT DEAL OR A FAIR AMOUNT qF CONFIDENCE IN SELECTED GROUPS THAT COULD BE INVOLVED IN DEVELOPING AND APPROVING A NATIONAL 
READING AND MATH TEST * 

Sex Age Occupation Nonretired Income Race Religion 
Banner 3 ~~~~-~---~~- ============================== ------~~-----~-~~-~------~-~----- ===================================== ~----~~-~~--- =============== 

Profes- ~hite Blue ~hite 

All 65 and sionals/ collar collar More than $50,000- $30,000- Less than evan- Catho-
Voters Men ~omen 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000 $30,000 ~hites Blacks gelicals l ics 

-----~ --~-~ -~~~--- ----~-- ~-~~-~--- .--~--~------ ----- ----- ------_ .... 

Reading and math 88% 86% 89% 93% 87% 90% 85% 84% 89% 93% 83% 85% 90% 86% 85% 93% 88% 84% 86% 91% 
teachers 

The U.S. Department 61% 55% 66% 66% 65% 54% 57% 67% 57% 58% 65% 67"1. 55% 66% 54% 63% 60% 73% 46% 65% 
of Education 

State and local 60% 62% 58% 65% 51% 55% 64% 68% 57"1. 53% 61% 70% 51% 62% 54% 60% 60% 61% 66% 57% 
school boards 

Testing experts 58% 55% 60% 65% 50% 50% 60% 66% 58% 48% 59% 60% 55% 46% 57% 62% 58% 59% 56% 59% 

Business leaders 48% 54% 42% 29% 44% 49% 54% 56% 48% 49% 45% 55% 47"1. 52% 40% 43% 48% 45% 57% 48% 

Governors 41% 42% 41% 24% 39% 39% 47% 52% 33% 41% 44% 56% 36% 42% 31% 39% 41% 47"1. 46% 45% 

.* Asked of one-half the respondents. The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national standards/not 
favorable, and non-public school children. 
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PET E R D. H A R RES EAR C HAS SOC 1 ATE S 

Column 3089 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.17a. (FORM A) PROPORTIONS WHO SAY THEY HAVE A GREAT DEAL OR A FAIR AMOUNT OF CONFIDENCE IN SELECTED GROUPS THAT COULD BE INVOLVED IN DEVELOPING AND APPROVING A NATIONAL 
READING AND MATH TEST * 

Children In Household Education Education: Sex Type Of Area 
Banner 4 ---~.----.~-~ •. ~-------------------------------------- -. ======================== ----------_ .. -- ••. -----------_._----- ========================== 

Ch ildren Public Non-publ ic Publ ic High College Men/non- Men/ Women/non- Women/ Medium/ Smal l 
All in school school school/low school Some-graduate college- college- college- college- Large small town/ 

Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city city Suburb rural 
--------- ---_ .•• ____ A_A. ___ . __ •• ~ ___ • _____ ____ . __---~.~ - .~ 

Reading and math 88% 91% 89% 94% 91% 86% 86% 84% 88% 90% 84% 88% 85% 92% 84% 87% 88% 89% 
teachers 

The U.S. Department 61% 61% 52% 70% 63% 49% 68% 62% 67% 55% 61% 50% 64% 68% 56% 62% 54% 67% 
of Education 

State and local 60% 57% 58% 56% 55% 59% 56% 68% 60% 52% 65% 60% 66% 51% 60% 64% 46% 66% 
school boards 

Testing experts 58% 53% 44% 62% 56% 44% 58% 60% 57% 54% 60% 51% 61% 58% 54% 62% 56% 58% 

Business leaders 48% 46% 50% 41% 46% 39% 45% 48% 48% 47% 52% 55% 45% 40% 43% 51% 42% 53% 

Governors 41% 38% 37% 39% 38% 37% 43% 48% 45% 32% 43% 40% 4n; 36% 42% 40% 33% 48% 

* Asked of one-half the respondents. The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, national standards/not 
favorable, and non·public school children. 
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PET E R D. HART RES EAR C HAS SOC [ ATE S 

Column 3095 N~tional Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.17b. (FORM B) PROPORTIONS WHO SAY SELECTED WAYS OF USING THE NATIONAL READING AND MATH TEST WOULD BE VERY VALUABLE * 

Party Pol itical 
1996 Vote Other Identification Ideology Priorities Area 

Banner 1 --------------------- =============================== -------- •.• ~ .• -.------- ==================== ----------------------- ======================== 
Cl inton CL inton 

All Cl inton Dole Perot base swing Open to Not for Demo- Inde- Repub- Education Budget Both North- Mid-
Voters voters voters voters voters voters CLinton Clinton crats pendents Iicans Left Center Right higher higher high "east west South West 

.•. - ••. - .. --- ------ _••• _-- .•• _--- .•• _--- ------- ------ - •.. -.--- --_ ..• --_ .•. ------ ------ •. -- •.••. -*---- ------ ------ .................... 


A national test 59% 66% 55% 55% 65% 64% 61% 48% 63% 61% 53% 63% 63% 53% 62% 41% 66% 63% 54% 62% 54% 
could help identify 
low-performing 
schools that need to 
be improved 

A national test 56% 64% 48% 63% 64% 60% 58% 44% 62% 59% 49% 62% 58% 50% 55% 43% 64% 61% 52% 57% 54% . 
could be used to 
make sure that 
students have 
mastered the basics 
before tieing 
promoted to the next 
leveL 

A national test 48% 55% 41% 49% 58% 47% 50% 35% 54% 47"1. 42% 57% 46% 41% 53% 26% 57"1. 50% 47"1. 49% 44% 
could help identify 
low-performing 
students who need 
extra heLp and 
attention 

A national test 46% 52% 41% 60% " 52% 48% 51% 32% 53% 46% 38% 53% 49% 38% 48% 29% 53% 46% 45% 47"1. 43% 
couLd heLp raise the 
standards of 
exceL lence that 
stUdents are 
expected to achieve 

* Asked of one-haLf the respondents. The percentages in the foLlowing columns are statistically unreliabLe due to a.high margin of error: Perot voters, non-public schooL 
children, and pubLic schooL/Low confidence. 2 



PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C H A S.S 0 C I ATE S 

Column 3095 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31'/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.17b. (FORM B) PROPORTIONS WHO SAY SELECTED WAYS OF USING THE NATIONAL READING AND MATH TEST WOULD BE VERY VALUABLE * 

Federal Type 
Education Role Need For Change Of Change Local Schools National Standards Nati onal Test 

Banner 2 -.- .. -.--~-- .. -.-- ============:========= .. - .•• - .. _.• _- ======================= ._--_._--_._--------_._-------- ================================ 
Keep Major Major 

ALI Favor Oppose the Major change/ changel Just Favorable/ Favorable/ Not Strong Weak Non-
Voters more Mixed more same changes Overhaul public private Positive fair Negative with feds not feds favorable supporters supporters supporters ............ ..----- .. ................ ................
------- -------- ---------$ --------- - .. ---.-~-- --------- . . --------

A national test 59% 70% 59% 41% 55% 64% 60% 70% 50% 55% 67% 65% 74% 51% 21% 83% 64% 17% 
could help identify 
low-performing 
schools that need to 
~e improved 

A nat; onal test 56% 64% 54% 45% 53% 62% 53% 63% 49% 51% 69"1. 63% 68% 52% 20% 83% 58% 15% 
could be used to 
make ·sure that 
students have 
mastered the basics 
before being 
promoted to the next 
level 

A nat i ona l test 48% 60% 50% 29% 45% 53% 48% 57% 37% 43% 64% 52% 59% 42% 19% 70% 51% 11% 
could help ·identify 
low-performing 
students who need 
extra help and 
attention' . 

A nat iona l test 46% 53% 49% 32% 43% 51% 44% 53% 36% 43% 50% 49% 61% 37% 11% 75% 43% 10% 
could help raise the 
standards of 
excellence that 
students are 
expected to achieve 

* Asked of one-half the respondents. The percentages in the. following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, non-public school 
children, and public school/low confidence. 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 3095 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.17b. (FORM B) PROPORTIONS WHO SAY SELECTED WAYS OF USING THE NATIONAL READING AND MATH TEST WOULD BE VERY VALUABLE * 

Sex Age Occupation Nonreti red Income Race Religion 
Banner 3 ------------ ============================== -------------.------------------- ===================================== ------------- =============== 

Profes- White Blue White 
All 65 and sionals/ collar collar More than $50,000- $30,000- Less than evan- Catha-

Voters Men Women 18-2930-39 40-4950-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000 $30,000 Whites Blacks gelicals lics 
----- ------ .---- ---_. ----- -_._. ------ -------- _... _-- ------- -------- --------- -------- -.------ .. -.~ .. -- -----

A national test 59% 55% 63% 60% 63% 59% 60% 50% 53% 64% 66% 48% 48% 62% 63% 69% 55% 78% 53% 59% 
could help identify 
low-performing 
schools that need to 
be improved 

A national test 56% 56% 57% 60% 55% 52% 59% 57% 49% 58% 60% 59% 46% 52% 61% 56% 53% 72% 49% 60% 
could be used to 
make sure that 
students have 
mastered the basics 
before being 
promoted to the next 
level 

A national" test 48% 46% 50% 56% 48% 45% 46% 48% 40% 4rk 53% 47% 30% 48% 50% 62% 45% 56% 43% 54% 
could help identify 
low-performing 
students who need 
extra help and 
attention 

A national test 46% 45% 46% 51% 47% 42% 46% 45% 35% 51% 48% 47% 33% 44% 49% 54% 43% 54% 50% 49% 
could help raise the 
standards of 
excellence that 
students are' 
expected to achieve 

* Asked of one-half the respondents. The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, non-public school 
children, and public school/low confidence. . 2 



PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 3095 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.17b. (FORM B) PROPORTIONS-~HO SAY SELECTED ~AYS OF USING THE NATIONAL READING AND MATH TEST ~OULD BE VERY VALUABLE * 

Children In Household Education Education: Sex Type Of Area 
Banner 4 -------------------------------------------------------- ======================== ------------------------------------- ========================== 


Chi ldren Public Non-public Publ ic High College Men/non- Men/ ~omen/non- ~omen/ Medium/ Small 

All in school school school/low school Some graduate college- college- college- college- Large small town/ 


Voters household Fathers Mothers children' children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city city Suburb rural 

.................. ---- .. _-- .. - ---------- ---------

A national test 59% 61% 53% 69% 65% 60% 64% 68% 64% 49% 65% 50% 73% 55% 63% 62% 55% 57% 
could help identify 
low-performing 
schools that need to 
be improved 

A national test 56% 54% 54% 54% 56% 50% 57% 67% 60% 46% 67% 49% 68% 49% 63% 56% 48% 57% 
could be used to 
make sure that 
students have 
mastered the basics 
before being 
promoted to the next 
level 

A national test 48% 48% 43% 52% 49% 43% 47'1. 60% 51% 37'1. 58% 39% 60% 43% 50% 49% 40% 51% 
could help identify 
low-performing 
students who need 
extra help and 
attention 

A national test 46% 46% 44% 48% 50% 33% 53% 51% 50% 39% 46% 45% 54% 40% 53% 53% 39% 40% 
could help raise the 
standards of 
exce II ence that 
students are 
expected to achieve 

* Asked of one-half the respondents. The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a high margin of error: Perot voters, non-public school 
children, and public school/low confidence. 

'--. 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 99 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.17c. Finally, some people say that the federal government should not be involved in establishing a national test in reading and math, because this will give the federal 
government too much power to create a national curriculum and a one-size-fits-all approach to education, when education should be under state and local control. 

Thinking back on everything we have discussed, who do you tend to agree with more·-those who say that the federal government should be involved in encouraging states and' local 
school districts to participate in a national reading and math test, or those who say that the federal government should not get involved in national student testing? 

Party Pol itical 
1996 Vote Other Identification Ideology Priorities Area 

Banner 1 -------~--.- ••• -•• ~~-

All Clinton Dole Perot 
Voters voters voters voters 

=============================== 
Clinton Clinton 

base swing Open to Not for 
voters voters Clinton Clinton 

-.• - ••••• ~.~--~-~----~-

Demo
crats 

Inde- Repub
pendents l i cans 

==================== 

Left Center Right 

-----.---------------- ======================== 

Education Budget 90th North- Mid-
higher higher high east west South ~est 

Total 1002 418 327 56 318 151 233 299 418 210 374 313 335 328 334 197 453 237 234 322 210 

Federal government 
should be involved 

55% 69% 41% 62% 66% 68% 58% 33% 66% 53% 43% 65% 61% 38% 65% 36% 55% 62% 51% 55% 48% 

Federal'government 
should not get 
involved 

33% 21% 48% 28% 22% 19'1. 29% 55% 22% 28% 48% 22% 27% 51% 23% 56% 30% 27% 39% 31% 39% 

~ 
::tJ-

Some of both (VOL) 

Not sure 

9'1. 

3% 

8% 

2% 

7% 

4% 

10% 10% 

2% 

10% 

3% 

10% 

3% 

9% 

3% 

10% 

2% 

15% 

4% 

6% 

3% 

10% 

3% 

10% 

2% 

8% 

3% 

10% 

2% 

7% 

1% 

11% 

4% 

8% 

3% 

6% 

4% 

12% 

2% 

11% 

2% 

:i!: 

~ 
::tJ 
"""I 

~ 
:i!: 
C') 

:tl 
rr, 
(J) 

~ 
:tl 
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:r: 
G) 
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PET E R D. HART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 99 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.17c. Finally, some people say that the federal government should not be involved in establishing a national test in reading and math, because this will give the federal 
government too much power to create a national curriculum and a one-size-fits-all approach to education, when education should be under state and local control. 

Thinking back on everything we have discussed, who do you tend to agree with more--those who say that the federal government should be involved in encouraging states and local 
school districts to participate in a national reading and math test, or those who say that the federal government should not get involved in national student testing? 

Federal Type 
Education Role Need For Change Of Change Local Schools National Standards National Test 

Banner 2 -~ .• -.-----------. ====================== --------------- ===:;=;=;==;;;::;==;=== -----_ .•••• _------------------- ================================ 
Keep Major Major 

All Favor Oppose the Major change/ change/ Just Favorable/ Favorable/ Not Strong Weak Non
Voters more Mixed more same changes Overhaul public private Positive fair Negative with feds not feds favorable supporters supporters supporters 

Total 1002 491 201 282 446 326 209 352 159 527 202 247 531 309 116 361 403 195 

Federal government 55% 72% 50% 28% 54% 59% 51% 63% 45% 52% 57% 60% 81% 23% 14% 100% 37"/' 6% 
should be involved 

Federal government 33% 16% 39% 60% 33% 28% 37% 25% 47% 35% 30% 30% 10% 57% 82% 40% 89% 
should not get 
involved 

Some of both (VOL) 9% 9% 9% 10% 10% 10% 9% 11% 4% 10% 10% 8% 6% 17% 4% 19% 2% 

Not sure 3% 3% 2% 2% 3% 3% 3% 1% 4% 3% 3% 2% 3% 3% 4% 3% 

.,;.:--.
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 99 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.17c. Finally, some people say that the federal government should not be involved in establishing a national test in reading and math, because this will give the federal 
government too much power to create a national curriculum and a one-size-fits-all approach to education, when education should be under state and local control. 

Thinking back on everything we have discussed, who do you tend to agree with more--those who say that the federal government should be involved in encouraging states and local 
school districts to participate in a national reading and math test, or those who say that the federal government should not get involved in national student testing? 

Sex Age occupation Nonretired Income Race Rel igion 
Banner 3 -.~.------.~ ==============================. .~-~.---------------~--------- ===================================== =============== 

Profes- White BLue White 
All 65 and sionaLs/ collar collar More than $50;000- $30,000- Less than evan- Catho-

Voters Men Women 18-29'30-3940-49 50-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 '$75,000 $50,000 $30,000 Whites Blacks geLicals lies 

Total 1002 494 508 139 200 238 246 176 212 209 221 220 136 163 238 188 805 97 136 277 

. 
Federal government 55% 53% 56% 63% 65% 57% 51% 39% 61% 52% 61% 46% 61% 59% 58% 53% 53% 59% 43% 58% 
should be involved 

Federal government 33% 37% 30% 21% 26% 31% 37% 49% 28% 34% 30% 41% 28% 29% 30% 34% 35% 22% 44% 3,1% 
should not get 
involved 

Some of both (VOL) 9% 8% 11% 13% 7% 10% 8% 9% 8% 12% 7% 11% 9% 9% 10% 9% 9% 15% 10% 8% 

Not sure 3% 2% 3% 3% 2% 2% '4% 3% 3% 2% 2% 2% 2% 3% 2% 4% 3% 4% 3% 3% 



PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 99 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.17c. Finally, some people say that the federal government should not be involved in establishing a national test in reading and math, because this will give the federal' 
government too much power to create a national curriculum and a one-size-fits-all approach to education, when education should be under state and local control. 

Thinking back on everything we have discussed, who do you tend to agree with more--those who say that the federal government should be involved in encouraging states and local 
school districts to participate in a national reading and math, test, or those who say that the federal government should not get involved in national student testing? 

Children In Household Education Education: Sex Type Of Area 
Banner 4 .~.-~------------.~~---.-- .. ---"--.-'------------------.~ ======================== ----------------------------.-------- ========================== 

Children Public Non-public Public High College Men/non- Men/ Women/non- \lomen/ Medium/ Smal 
All in school school school/low school Some graduate college- college- college- college- Large small town/ 

Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city city Suburb rural 

Total 1002 379 190 189 278 50 109 334 279 386 209 284 218 288 209 256 213 319 

Federal government 55% 59% 56% 62% 60% 53% 64% 51% 59% 54% 51% 55% 55% 57% 56% 52% 59% 53% 
should be involved 

Federal government 33% 29% 35% 23% 28% ' 37% 27% 36% 29% 35% 38% 36% 31% 29% 32% 33% 32% 34% 
should not get 
involved 

Some of both (VOL) 9% 8% 6% 11% 8% 4% 7% 9% 11% 9% 9% 7% 9% 12% 8% 13% 7% 10% 

Not sure 3% 4% 3% 4% 4% 6% 2% 4% 1% 2% 2% 2% 5% 2% 4% 2% 2% 3% 

""'-, 
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PET E R D. H ART R ~ SEA R C HAS SOC I ATE S 

CoLumn 600 NationaL Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.Fl. How oLd are you? WelL, can you tell me which age group you beLong to? Are you in the age group 18 to 24, 25 to 29, 30 to 34, 35 to 39, 40 to 44, 45 to 49, 50 to 54, 55 

to 59, 60 to 64, or 65 and over? 


1996 Vote 
Banner 1 .- .. _---------------

ALL CLinton DoLe Perot 
Voters voters voters voters 

Total 1002 418 327 56 


18-24 5% 5% 5% 9% 

25-29 9% 10% 8% 14% 

30-34 9% 8% 10% 13% 

35-39 11% 11% 12% 7% 

40-44 13% 15% 12% 11 % 

g? 
 45-49 11 % 11% 10% 14% 


50-54 9% 9% 12% 9%.:::tI 

~ 

55-59 8% 6% 10% 5% 


60-64 7'/. 8% 7% 4% 


~ 

:::tI 65 and over 18% 17% 14% 14%-1 
Refused~ 

~ 
::0 
8j 
~ 
::0 

2 

G) 

::0 

a 
c:.,., 

Other 
=============================== 
CLinton CLinton 

base. swing Open to Not for 
voters voters CLinton Clinton 

318 151 233 299 


5% 8% 4% 5% 

10% 8% 10% 8% 

7% 8% 8% 10% 

12% 9% 15% 9% 

14% 17% 10% 12% 

11% 12% 8% 13% 

7% 11% 9% 11% 

6% 6% 8% 11% 

8% 7% 8% 6% 

20% 14% 19% 15% 

1% 

'Party PoLiticaL 

Ident if icat ion IdeoLogy Priorities Area 


---------------_._----- ==================== ----------------------- ======================== 

Demo- Inde- Repub- Education Budget Both North- Mid
erats pendents Lieans Left Center Right higher higher high east west South West 

418 210 374 313 335 328 334 197 453 237 234 322 210 


5% 5% 5% 5% 6% 4% 4% 3% 7% 4% 4% 6% 6% 

9% 9% 9% 10% 6% 9% 9% 6% 9% 5% 9% 11% 9% 

8% 6% 11% 8% 9% 10% 11 % 7% 8% 8% 9% 7% 10% 

11 % 11% 12% 12% 12% 11% 11% 11% 12% 13% 12% 10% 12% 

14% 14% 11% 16% 11% .12% 15% 9% 14% 15% 13% 15% 9% 

11% 13% 9% 12% 13% 8% 10% 13% 10% 15% 10% 10% 8% 

8% 7% 11% 8% 10% 10% 10% 11% 8% 11% 9% 9% 10% 

7% 7'/. 10% 5% 8% 11% 7% 10% 7% 6% 8% 10% 7% 

8% 9% 6% 6% 9% 7% 5% 9% 8% 6% 7% 7% 9'/. 

19% 18% 16% 18% 16% 18% 17% 21% 17% 17'/' 19% 15% 19% 

1% 1% 1% 



PEt E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 600 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.F1. How old are you? ~ell, can you tell me which age group you belong to? Are you in the age group 18 to 24, 25 to 29, 30 to 34, 35 to 39, 40 to 44, 45 to 49, 50 to 54, 55 
to 59, 60 to 64, or 65 and over? 

Federal Type 
Education Role Need For Change Of Change Local Schools National Standards National Test 

Banner 2 ______ A ====================== .. _____________ ======================= ____ . _____ *. __ ~______ ••••• _____________ ~~~ =========================~====== 
Keep Major Major 

All Favor Oppose the Major changel changel Just Favorablel Favorablel Not Strong Weak Non' 
Voters more Mixed more same changes Overhaul public private Positive fair Negative with feds not feds favorable supporters supporters supporters 

-------- ---------- ---------- _.. _._ .. - --------.~ .~.--.---- ---------

Total 1002 491 201 282 446 326 209 352 159 527 202 247 531 309 116 361 403 195 

18-24 5% 8% 4% 2% 5% 6% 4% 6% 2% 4% 7% 5% 6% 3% 4% 5% 6% 3% 

25-29 9% 12% 6% 7% 8% 11% 7% 9"" 11% 8% 11% 10% 10% 5% 14% 6% 13% 5% 

30-34 9% 9"" 7% 9% 8% 8% 11% 9% 11% 8% 6% 11% 9% 6% 10% 11% 6% 10% 

35-39 11% 11% 12% 12% 10% 14% 9% 11% 14% 11% 10% 14% 12% 11% 9% 13% 10% 12% 

40-44 13% 14% 13% 10% 11% 15% 14% 14% 16% 14% 11% 14% 14% 10% 17% 13% 12% 13% 

45-49 11% 11% 9% 11% 11% 11% 11% 12% 8% 12% 9% 11% 11% 12% 5% 14% 7% 12% 

50-54 9"" 10% 10% 8% 10% 10% 8% 10% 7% 11% 11% 6% 10% 9% 11% 9% 9% 11% 

55-59 8% 5% 11% 11% 8% 7% 11% 7% 10% 7% 7% 10% 8% 10% 6% 8% 9% 8% 

60-64 7% 6% 8% 9% 9% 5% 7% 6% 6% 9% 5% 5% 6% 10% 6% 7% 8% 6% 

65 and over 18% 14% 20% 21% 20% 13% 17% 15% 15% 16% 23% 14% 14% 24% 16% 14% 20% 20% 

Refused 1% 1% - 2% 

"":--" 



--------- -------- -------- ---------

PET E R 


Column 600 


1131/97 

Q.Fl. How old are you? Well, can you tell me which age group you belong to? Are you in the age group 18 

to 59, 60 to 64, or 65 and over? 


Sex . Age 	 Occupation 
==============================_. __________Banner 3 


All 

Voters' Men Women 18-29 30-39 40-49 50·64 


----- -~ •• - ----- ----

Total 	 1002 494 508 . 139 200 238 246 


18-24 5% 5% 5% 36% 

25-29 9% 11% 7% 64% 

30-34 9% 10% 7% 43% 

35-39 11% 11% 12% 57% 

40-44 13% 12% 14% 54% 

45-49 11% 13% 9% 46% 

50-54 9% 8% 10% 38%~ 
:a 

55-59 8% 8% 8% 	 32%:ii 
60-64 7% 7''' 8% 	 30%i!= 
65 and over 18% 15%. 20%:a ..... 
Refused 

~ 
C!'! 
C') 

::0 
rr, 
(f) 

~" 
::0 
() 
:t: 
G) 
::0 a 
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D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC [ ATE S 

National Education 

Study #4838 


January 21-24, 1997 


___ .. _______ . ___________________ . 
Profes- White Blue 

65 and sionals/ .collar collar 
over managers workers workers Retirees 

.* ••• * -------- ------- ------- ~-------

176 	 212 209 221 220 


3% 2% 5% 5% 

12% 12% 10% 1% 

8% 11% 17''' 

17''' 12% 16% 

16% 17% 17% 3% 

18% 16% 11% 1% 

15% 11% 8% 1% 

8% 9% 8% 5% 

2% 5% 5% 18% 

100% 1% 5% 2% 65% 

1% 1% 

to 24, 25 	 to 29, 30 to 34, 35 to 39, 40 to 44, 45 to 49, 50 to 54, 55 


Nonretired Income Race Religion 

===================================== •• 4 __ ~~._ •• __ =============== 

More than $50,000- $30,000
$75,000 $75,000 $50,000 

136 	 163 238 


3% 2% 3% . 

6% 8% 14% 

8% 11% 15% 

15% 20% 16% 

16% 22% 14% 

20% 13% 13% 

16% 13% 9% 

12% 8% 7''' 

4% 2% 6% 

3% 

1% 

White 
Less than evan- Catho

$30,000 Whites Blacks gelicals l ics 

188 805 97 136 277 


12% 5% 2% 5% 5% 

17% 8% 13% 7% 9% 

10% 9% 8% 7% 12% 

9% 11% 11% 8% 13% 

12% 13% 15% 9% 16% 

11% 11% 14% 12% 9% 

9% 9% 12% 10% 6% 

6% 8% 8% 14% 7% 

3% 7% 6% 7''' 7% 

10% 19% .11% 20% 16% 

1% 1% 
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PET E R D. HART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 600 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.F1. How old are you? Well, can you tell me which age group you belong to? Are you in the age group 18 to 24, 25 to 29, 30 to 34, 35< to 39, 40 to 44, 45 to 49, 50 to 54, 55 
to 59, 60 to 64, or 65 and over? 

Children In Household Education Education: Sex Type of Area 
Banner 4 ----.---------- .. -.~-----------------------.---------- -- ======================== ---.------~ •• --------.-------.-.----- ========================== 

Chi ldren Public Non-public Public High College<Men/non- Men/ Women/non- Women/ Medium/ Small 
A II in school school school/low school Some graduate college- college- college- college- Large small town/ 

Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city city <Suburb rural 
............. -_ .. ........ -- .. - ..... 


Total 1002 379 190 189 278 50 109 334 279 386 209 284 218 288 209 256 213 319 

18-24 5% 1% 1% 1% 1% 5% 9% 2% 7% 4% 3% 6% 6% 6% 7% 3% 

25-29 9% 9% 8% 9% 5% 2% <4% 7% 7% 11% 8% 12% 5% 9% 8% 9% 10% 8% 

30-34 9% 15% 18% 12% 12% 12% 16% 7% 9% 9% 10% 9% 4% 10% 10% 8% 10% 7% 

35-39 11% 23% 21% 26% 22% 34% 24% 9% 11% 14% 10% 12% 8% 14% 15% rio 13% 12% 

40-44 13% 25% 24% 26% 28% 28% 29% 10% 12% 16% 10% 14% 13% 15% 10% 14% 13% 14% 

45·49 11% 15% 19% 12% 19% 10% 15% 8% 11% 14% 9% 15% 7% 11% 9% 12% 9% 13% 

50-54 9% 8% 5% 10% 9% <8% 8% 8% 8% 12% 7% 9% 7% 13% 9% 9% 10% 10% 

55-59 8% 1% 2% 1% 1% 2% 2% 9% 8% i% 9% 8% 9% 7% 8% 7% 9% 8% 

60-64 rio 2% 1% 2% 2% 2% 10% 8% 5% 8% 6% 11% 5% 8% 7% 6% 7% 

65 and over 18% 1% 1% 1% 1% 4% 27% 17% 10% 21% 1l% 33% 9% 17% 21% 13% 17% 

Refused 1% 1% 1% 



Column 601 

1/31/97 

Q.F2. What type of work do you do? 

1996 Vote 
Banner 1 •... _._----. __ .• _•. _

All Clinton Dole Perot 
Voters voters voters voters 

Total 1002 418 327 56 

Professional/manager 21% 20% 22% 21% 

White collar worker 21% 21% 23% 25% 

Blue collar'worker 22% 23% 23% 21% 

Farmer 1% 1% 

Student 2% 2% 3% 8% 

Homemaker 7% 7% 10% 4% 

C)' 
Retired 22% 22% 18% 17"1.:r:.; 

:tl Unemployed 3% 3% 1% 4% 
~ -

Never worked/not 1% 1%

£= sure 

:tl ..... 
~ 
~ 
G') 

:lJ 
rr, 
(J) 

~ 
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G) 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 


National Education 

Study #4838 


January 21-24, 1997 


Other 
===============:=============== 
Clinton'Clinton 

base swing Open to Not for 
voters voters Clinton Clinton 

318, 151 233 299 

20% 22% 23% 21% 

17% 27% ; 19% 23% 
", 

24% 20% 22% 21% 

1% 1% 1% 

2% 2% 3% 3% 

~% 6% 7% 9% 

25% 18% 24% 19% 

3% 3% 1% 3% 

2% 1% 1% 

Party political 

Identification Ideology Priorities Area 


-.-------_ ••. _._------- ==================== -----_ .• _---_ .••. _----- ======================== 

Demo- Inde- Repub Education Budget Both North- Mid
crats pendents l i cans Left Center Right higher higher high east west South West 

418 210 374 313 335 328 334 197 453 237 234 322 210 

21% 19% 22% 20% 25% 20% 26% 22% 17% 28% 18% 20% 19% 

18% 24% 22% 19% 21% 23% 20% 19% 23% 18% 19% 22% 23% 

22% 22% 22% 21% 22% 22% 22% 21% 22% 21% 25% 23% 18% 

2% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 

1% 3% 3% ' 2% 3% 2% 2% 1% 4% 2% 1% 2% 4% 

8% 5% 8% 9% 4% 8% 6% 7% 7% 7"1. 9% 7% 6% 

24% 23% 20% 22% 22% 22% 20% 25% 22% 21% 22% 20% 26% 

4% 2% 2% 4% 3% 2% 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% 4% 2% 

2% 1% 2% 1,% 1% 1% 1% 2% 1% 1% 



PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 601 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.f2. What type of work do you do? 

federal Type 
Education Role Need for Change Of Change Local Schools National Standards National Test 

_ .. _....... - .............. --_ ..
Banner 2 ====================== _.. _----_ .... ----- ======================= ------------------------------- ====================~=========== 
Keep Major Major 

All favor Oppose the Major change/ change/ Just favorable/ favorable/ Not Strong Weak Non-
Voters more Mixed more same changes Overhaul public private Positive fai r Negat i ve wi th feds not feds favorable supporters supporters supporters 

------- -------- -------- ---------- ---._---- ---------- ----_._--- ----_.-.--------~--

Total 1002 491 201 282 446 326 209 352 159 527 202 247 531 309 116 361 403 195 

Professional/manager 21% 24% 19% 19% 22% 20% 21% 20% 21% 22% 20% 20% 24% 16% 22% 23% 20% 21% 

White collar worker 21% 20% 20% 23% 17% 27% 19% t~% 27% 19% 20% 25% 21% 22% 20% 19% 21% 22% 

Blue collar worker 22% 22% 26% 20% 20% 23% 25% 24% 23% 24% 16% 25% 23% 20% 22% 25% 21% 20% 

Farmer ' 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 2% 1% 1% 

Student 2% 3% 1% 1% 3% 3% 1~ 3% 2% . 1% 5% 2% 3% 1% 3% 2% 2% 3% 

Homemaker 7% 8% 6% 7% 8% 5% 8% 5% 8% 7% 9% 5% 7% 8% 6% 7% 8% 7% 

Retired 22% 17% 25% 26% 25% 17% 23% 21% 17% 23% 25% 17% 19% 28% 21% 21% 23% 21% 

Unemployed 3% 4% 2% 2% 3% 3% 1% 2% 1% 2% 3% 3% 2% 3% 4% 1% 4% 4% 

Never worked/not 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 2% 1% 1% 1% 2% 2% 2% 1% 1% 1% 
sure 

"-.. 
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Column 601 National Education 

Study #4838 


1/31197 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.F2. ~hat type of work do you do? 

Sex Age occupation Nonretired Income Race Rel igionBanner 3 --------.--- ============================== ----- .. ----.--*.------ .. --------- ===================================== ------------
All 

Voters Men ~omen 18-2930-3940-4950-64____ a •••••• ~ __ • _____ ••• __ ~ 

Total 1002 494 508 139 200 238, 246 

Professional/manager 21% 21% 21% 23% 27% 30% 21% 

~hite collar worker 21% 20% 21% 22% 25% 28% 21% 

Blue collar worker 22% 31% 14% 25% 36% 26% 19% 

Farmer 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 

Student 2% 2% 2% 13% 1% 1% 

Homemaker 7% 1% 13% 3% 10% 6% 9% 

~ 
::0-<: 

Ret i red 

Unemployed 

Never worked/not 
sure 

22% 

3% 

1% 

20% 

3% 

1% 

24% 

3% 

1% 

8% 

3% 

2% 1% 

4% 

3% 

1% 

22% 

6% 

1% 

~ 
::0 ..... 
~ 
<: 
Ii) 

:.:0 
n, 
C/) 

~ 
:.:0 
(') 
:::t: 
G) 
:.:0 ac:: 
""0 

Profes- ~hite Blue White 
65 and sionals/ collar collar More than $50,000- $30,000- Less than evan

over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000 $30,000 ~hites Blacks gellcals,__ ••• _ •• ___ • __ • ______ ••• __ • __ • ____________________________________________ e •• _._. __ • __ ._ •• 

176 212 209 221 220 136 163 238 188 805 97 136 

=============== 

1% 100% 51% 34% 20% 16% 22% 17% 21% 24%} .. 
. .; 

6% 100% 22% 26% 36% 21% 21% 19% 20% 20% 

3% -' 100% 17% 32% 30% 34% 20% 29% 20% 21% 

1% 2% 2% 1% 3% 

"3% 1% 2% 6% 3% 3% 3%, 

6% 5% 5% 9% 11% 7% 5% 9% 5~ 
81% 100% 23% 16% 23% 

2% 1% 1% 9% 2% 9% 2% 

1% 1% 1% ' 1% 1% 2% 2% 

-:.1' .. 

:"~:-:':"/;:~~ 



Medium/ 
college- college- Large small 

city city Suburb ______________ w_ 

288 209 256 

31% 21% 21% 

24% 21% 21% 

11% 22% . 18% 

4% 4% 2% 3% .. 

12% 4% 8% 7% 

15% 25% 25% 17% 

2% 2% 3% 

1% 1% 2% 

Column 601 

1/31/97 

PET E R D. HART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

National Education 
Study #4838 

January 21-24, 1997 

Q.F2. What type of work do you do? 

Children In Household Education Education: Sex Type Of Area 
Banner 4 ._--------------_._-_._------.-----_.-.--_.---.~--._-_.- ======================== --._---_.------ ••. -_ .• _- ••. --- •• -- ••. ========================== 

Chi ldren Public Non-publ ic Publ i c High College Men/non- Men/ Women/non- Womenl 
All in school .school school/low school Some graduate college- college-

Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated _. ____________________________ •--_.-- --- ... --- ._.------- ---------- ------

Total 1002 379 190 189 278 50 109 334 279 386 209 284 218 

Professional/manager 21% 27% 25% 30% 25% 42% 19% 5% 12% 42% 5% 34% 8% 

White collar worker 21% 23% 25% 21% 23% 22% 29% 12% 21% 28% 12% 26% 18% 

Blue collar worker 22% 30% 41% 18% 32% 18% 37% 34% 24% 9% 47% 18% 17% 

Farmer 1% 1% 1% 1~ 1% 2% 2% 1% 1% 1% 

Student 2% 2% 1% 3% 3% 2% 6% 1% 2% 3% 1% 

Homemaker 7% 11% 1% 20% 9% 14% 7% 9% 9% 5% 1% 15% 

Retired 22% 3% 3% 3% 3% 4% 2% 32% 23% 13% 26% 16% 36% 

Unemployed 3% 2% 2% 2% 3% 4% 5% 3% 1% 4% 1% 4% 

Never worked/not 1% 1% 1% 2% 1% - 1% 1% 2% 1% 
sure 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 602 National Education 
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1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

\. ;.: :~". 
"'.,:_.;"

Q.F3. IIhat is the last grade you completed in school? 

Party .Pol itical 
1996 Vote Other Identification Ideology Priorities 

-Banner 1 --~- ... ---.~.-.-- .... =======:======================= ----------------------. ====::===:====:=:::= ••.••••••••• -•. _-------

Cl inton Cl inton 


All Clinton Dole Perot base swing Open to Not for Demo- Inde- Repub Education Budget Both 

Voters voters voters voters voters voters Clinton Clinton crats pendents licans left Center Right higher higher high 


Total 1002 418 327 56 318 151 233 299 \ 418 210 374 313 335 328 334 197 453 

Grade.school 2% 3% 2% 2% 3% 3% 2% 1% 3% 2% 1% 3% - 1% 1% 2% 3% 2% 

Some high- school 6% 9% 3% 8% 9% 8% 4% 3% 8% 6% 4% 7X 6% 4% 6% 6% 6% 

High school graduate 25% 26% 22% 26% 27X 23% 26% 23% 25% 28% 24% 24% 24% 26% 22% 18% 30% 28% 28% 24% 20X: 

24% .Some college, 'no 19% 18% 19% 25% 19% 17X 21% 17X 20% 15% 19% 19% 20% 17X 20% 16% 19% 14% 17X 20% 
~. '.. 

degree 

Vocational training, 9% 8% 10% 15% 9% 7X 8% 11% 10% 9% 9% 10% 8% 11% 8% 11% 9% 8% 
2-year college 

G') 
4-year college/ 20% 19% 24% 17X - 15% 24% 19% 24% 17X 22% 23% 19%· 20% 23% 20% 24% 19% 20%~ 

- bachelor's degree 

Some postgraduate 4% 5% 5% 5% 5% 4% 5% - 4% 4% 4% 4% 5% 5% 4% 7X 4% 3% 5% 
work, no degree 

~ 
~ 2-3 years' 12% 10% 13% 2% 9% 12% 11% 15% 10% 11% 13% 10% 13% 11% 12% 12% 11% 16%:0 postgraduate work,.... master's degree 
~ 

Doctoral degree/law 3% 2% 2% 4% 2% 3% 2% 3% 3% 2% 3% 3% 2% 3% 5% 1% 2% 3% 3% - ;-:2%': 
,"degree ! ".,., 

:0 Not sure 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 

~ 
~ 
:0 

~ 
Ci') 
:0 a 
sa 
 .~ .ol". 


:f .~..,.!tr-=-,,;: 

~p 

==================~= 

North~ Mid- .. 
east west 

237 234 

1% 2% 

5% 9% 
",' ," 

6%"_3%~ 

8% 

5% 

8% 

25 



National Test 

Weak 

•••• " 

3% 

6% 

28% 

Banner 2 

Federal 
Education Role 

----- •• -_ ..•. - ••• 
Need For Change 

====================== 

Type 
Of Change

.•. -- ••. -._--
Local Schools 

======================= 
National Standards 

-•• --- •• -- ••• ---_._--._ •. ---

All 
Voters 

Favor 
more Mixed 

Oppose 
more 

Keep 
the 

same 
Major 

changes OVerhaul 

Major Major 
change/ change/ 
public private Positive 

Just 
fair Negative 

.~. __ ._.a __ •• 

Favorable/ Favorable/ Not Strong 
with feds not feds favorable supporters supporters, 

__ •••• __ ._ • ____ w __ ._ *. ___ •• __ •• a. ___ ._. ______ 

Total 1002 491 201 282 446 326 209 352 159 527 202 247 531 309 116 . 361 

Grade school 2% 2% 2% 2% 3% 1% 2% 2% 1% 2% 4% 1% 4% 1% 1% 

Some high school 6% 6% 6% 5% 7% 4% 8% 6% 3% 5% 7% 7% 6% 6% 7% 7% 

High school graduate 25% 27% 26% 22% - 25% 25% 24% 25% 26% 27% 23% 24% 24% 30% 20% 24% 

Some coLLege, 
degree 

no 19% 19% 21% 16% 18% 19% 19% 19% 17% 17% 22% 20% 19% 18% 15% 19% 21% 13%-' 

VocationaL training, 9% 10% 11% 8% 6% 13% 10% 12% 12% 9% 9% 10% 10% 10% 5% 12% 9% 6% 
2-year college 

4-year college/ 20% 20% 19% 22% 21% 20% 20% - 18% 25% 21% 20% 19% 23% 14% 24% 19% 20% 22% 
bachelor's degree 

Some postgraduate 4% 4% 4% 5% 4% 6% 4% 6% 4% 5% 5% 4% 4% 6% 4% 4% 3% 
work,no degree 

2-3 years' 
postgraduate work, 

12% 10% 9% 15% 13% 10% 11% 10% 11% 12% 10% 10% 10% 10% 20% 12% 7% 

master's degree 

Doctoral degree/law 
degree 

3% 2% 2% 4% 3% 2% 2% 2% 2% 3% 2% 2% 3% 1% 4% 2% 3% 

Not sure 1% 1% 

... :"" 

PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C H_ ASS 0 C I ATE S 
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1131/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.F3. What is the last grade you- completed in school? 
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Colurm 602 National Education 

Study #4838 


1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 


Q.F3. What is the last grade you completed in school? 

Sex Age Occupation Nonretired Income Race Religion ..... , 
Banner 3 .. .. .. .. ... ... .. .. .. .. ..... ============================== ......................... -............................ _... .. ... .. .. ..... ===================================== .............................. ========:u::====~~~;.;.;~ ~ 


Profes' White Blue . White 
All 65 and slonalsl collar collar More than $50,000- $30,000- Less than evan-

Voters Men Women 18-2930-3940-4950-64 . over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000 $30,000 Whites Blacks gelicals '''1' 
.. _..... - ------ ---~- -- ... -- - ... --- --- ... --.--- -------- --- .... -- ............ • - ..... --~ .. -.... - ....... - .... ---*- ----_ .. _- -------_.. • ... -- .. -- .. - ... -- ~~ 

Total 1002 494 508 139 200 238 246 176 212 209 221 220 136 163 238 188 805 97 136 


Grade school. 2% 3% 2% 2% 1% 2% 6% 1% 5% 4% 1% 6% 2% 


Some high school 6% 5% 7% 5% 4% 4% 6% 12% 1% 3% 8% 12% 1% 1% 3% 10% 5% 12% 5% 7% 


High school graduate 25% 24% 26% 23% 22% 20% 28% 33% 7% 16% 43% 31% 6% 20% 25% 34% 26% 27% 29% 23% 


Some college, no 19% 16% 21% 26% 20% 16% 19% 13% 10% 17% 21% 17% 15% 18% 20% 23% 17% 21% 16% 20% 

degree 


Vocational training, 9% 10% 8% 6% 8% 11% 8% 14% 5% 12% 10% 12% 4% 5% 11% 12% 10% 7% 11% 7%. 
 ...,2-year college 

~ 
4-year college/ 20% 22% 19% 25% 27% 22% 18% 9% 32% 31% 13% 9% 29% 31% 25% 12% 21% 17% 19% 
bachelor's degree 

::a Some Postgraduate 4% 5% 4% 2% 4% 8% 4% 2% 11% 5% 1% 2% 6% 8% 6% 2% 5% 4% 2%:i work, no degree 


2-3 years' 12% 11% 12% 7% 13% 16% 11% 8% 26% 14% 3% 9% 26% 16% 9% 3% 12% 6% 14%
~ postgraduate work,::a master's degree..... 
Doctoral degree/law 3% 4% 1% 4% 1% 2% 4% 3% 8% 1% 3% 11% 1% 1% 3% 2%~ 
degree

25 
 Not sure 1% 1% 2% 
::0 

~ 
~ . 
::0 

2 

G) 
::0 :~~ ~ 

a 
c:: 
I:J 

23%:';~'" 



10% 11% 11% 

19% 21% 

7% 4% 4% 

11% 16% 

2% 3% 3% 3% . 

1% 

Type Of Area 

19X 

20% 

PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 602 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.F3. What is the last grade you completed in school? 

Children In Household Education Education: Sex 
Banner 4 - •• --- •• --- •• -- •••• --- ••. - .•••• _.••• -- •••• -.• _---------- ======================== ••• -_ ••.•• -_ •••• --- •• -_ ••••.• _---- ••• ============= 

Children Public Non-public Public High College Men/non- Men/ Women/non- Women/ MediUll/ 
All in school school school/low school Some graduate college- college- college- college- Large small 

Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city city 
..... --_ ..... - ... -------- -.-.~---.. -~-------- -------- .. ---_.- ..... ---_ .. -

Toul 1002 379 190 189 278 50 109 334 279 386 209 284 218 288 209 256 

Grade school 2% 1% 2% 1% 1% 7% 6% 4% 2% 2% 

Some high school 6% 4% 4% 5% 5% 7% 18% 12% 16% 8% 5% 

High school graduate 25% 21% 20% 22% 24% 10% 26% 75% 57% 61% 25% 21% 

Some college, no 19X 21% 19X 23% 22% 19X 27% 67% 27% 38% 18% 17% 

!1egree 


Vocational training, 9% 7% 9% 6% 7% 14% 9% 33% 25% 19X 

2-year college 


4-year college/ 20% 24% 24% 23% 21% 29% 22% 52% 39% 32% 

bachelor's.degree 


Some postgraduate 4% 6% 7% 5% 6% 4% 2% 11% 8% 

work, no degree 


2-3 years' 12% 13% 11% 15% 12% 20% 6% 30% 19X 21% 

postgraduate work, 

master's degree 


Doctoral degree/law 3% 2% 3% 1% 2% 4% 7% 7% 

degree 


Not sure 1% 1% 
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G') 
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Column 603 

1/31/97 

Q.F4a. ~hat is your current marital status? 

1996 Vote 
Banner 1 .~-----.-.----- •• --- 

All Clinton Dole Perot 
Voters voters voters voters 

Total 1002 418 327 56 

Married 66% 59% n% 75% 

Single/never married 16% 19% 15% 17X 

Divorced 9X 10% 7X 4% 

~idowed 9% 12% 6% 2% 

Not sure/refused 2% 

PET E R D. H ART RES E'A R C HAS SOC I ATE S 


National Education 

Study #4838 


January 21-24, 1997 


.. 

Party Pol it ica I 
Other Ident if icat ion Ideology Priorities 

====:========================== ------.- •• -----------.- ==================== - •• ----.------ ••• ---._. 
Clinton Clinton 

base swing Open to Not for Demo- lnde- Repub- Education Budget Both North- Mid
voters voters Clinton Clinton crats pendents licans Left Center Right higher higher high east west" 

318 151 233 299 '418 210 374 313 335 328 334 197 453 237 234 

57X 60% n% 73% 60% 64% 73% 55% 69% 73% 67X 69% 63% 67X 62% 

18% 22% 14% 13% 19% 17X 13% 22% 13% 13% 18% 14% 17X 12% 17% 

====================~~1 

.' 
12% 8% 6% 8% 10% 8% 7X 12% 7X 8% 8% 8% 9% 12% 8% 8% 7%-:-

~' .. ~',(:,:. 
~'."" -~"--

12% 10% 8% 6% 11% 10% 7X 10% 11% 6% 6% 9X 11% 9% 13% 7X ·8%.:.~r 

1% 1% ,% 1% 
. -~.~. ~ 
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ColUJm 603 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31197 ' January 21-24, 1997 

Q.F4a. What is your current marital status? 

Federal Type 
Education Role Need For Change ' Of Change Local Schools National Standards National Test 

_._._~ ________ . ___ ====================== . __ * ___________ ======================= ___________ M __________________ • =========Sanner 2 
Keep Major Major 

All Favor Oppose the Major change/ change/ Just Favorable/ Favorable/ Not Strong 
Voters more Mixed more same changes Overhaul public private Positive fair Negative wi th feds not 

.. --- .. ---._--- --~.--- .---~ .. - --~ .. --~- ... --- --- ...... - ----_ ... - -.--.-.~ .. 
Total 1002 491 201 282 446 326 209 352 159 527 202 247 531 309 116 361 

Married 66% 63% 64% 73% 65% 67% 67% 66% 70% 70% 62% 60% 63% 68,! 75% 67% 


Single/never married 16% 21% 13% 11% 14% 18% 17% 18% 18% 11 % 19% 25% 19% 11% 16% 16% 


Divorced 9% 9% 11% 7% 9% 8% 9% 9% 8% 9% 7% 9% 10% 9% 3% 9% 8% 9% . 


Widowed 9% 7% 12% 9% , 12% 6% 6% 7% 3% 10% 11 % 6% 8% 12% 6% 7% 11% 7X' 


Not sure/refused 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 


Weak 
feds favorable supporters supporters 

403 

64% 

17% 

"' 


..-, 



:..',' 

Column 603 

1/31/97 

Q.F4a. What 

Banner 3 

Total 

Married 

PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

National Education 

Study #4838 


January 21-24, 1997 


is your current marital status? 

Sex Age .Occupation 
... '"' _....... ,............ ============================== -........................................ ;;. ... _.......................... 

Profes- White Blue 
All 65 andsionals/ collar collar 

Voters Men Women 18-2930-3940-4950-64 over managers workers workers Retirees ----- .. - ... -- - .... _- .. -_ .... -- .... --_ .. - ......... --- .... -- .-- ..... - .............. __ .. --

1002 494 508 139 200 238 246 176 212 209 221 .220 

66% 72% 59% 39% 73% 75% 73% 56% 71% 67'4 70% 59% 

Single/never married 

Divorced 

16% 

9% 

18% 

7% 

15% 

. 11% 

55% 

2% 

17% 

9% 

10% 

11% 

8% 

12% 

6% 

6% 

19% 

8% 

20% 

10% 

18% 

9% 

7% 

7% 

Widowed 9% 3% 14% 4% 1% 4% 7% 31% 2% 3% 3% 27% 

Not sure/refused 1% 1% 

~ 
~ ;e 

~ 
::0 
""'t 

~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
::0 

~ 
GJ 
::0 o
c: 
\J 

Nonretired Income Race Religion 
============================:======== ........................... ==============.::::-:-.-;:-;;'5. 


White .. ::--S: 
More than $50,000- $30,000- Less than evan- CathC;:::7,;t;: 

. ·lfcs~ 
".-..: 

$75,000 $75,000 $50,000 $30,000 Whites Blacks gellcals 
_.. - ..... -... -_ ..... - ._ .. -_ ..... -----_ .. _- ... ---- --- .... - ........... ... ~:-~.~ 


136 163 238 188 805 97 136 

84% 83% 66% 43% 68% 51% 65% 65% 

11% 10% 21% 32% 14% 29% 14% 18%. 
f~ • 

4% 7% 1'% 15% 8% 13% 12% . 6~ 

1% 2% 10% 10% 7% 
~. ~. 

~ ".- "1: ,.... : 
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Column 603, National Education 
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1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 


Q.f4a; What is your current marital status? :,. 
: ,';::::, 

Children In Household Education Education: Sex Type Of Area 
Banner 4 ....... -- ........................ - ... -_ ........ -_ .................... -_ ........... __ ............................ ======================== ................... -- ......................... -_ ........ -_ ......... -_ .. =============: 

Children Public Non-public Public High College Men/non- Men/ Women/non- Women/ Medium/ 
ALL in school school school/lOW school Some graduate college- college- college- college'- Large smaLL 

Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city city 
.................. --_ ........ .. ..... _.. _- -_ ........ ---- ----_ .... -- .... --- .... ---_ .... -_ ....... -- .... _--_ .. _-- - .. _._ ... - ... 


Total 1002 379 ,.90 189 278 50 109 334 279 386 209 284 218 288 209 256 


Married 66% 84% 90% 78% 82% 89% 84% 63% 66% 69% 74% 71% 56% 62% 54% 67% 

Single/never married 16% 5% 4% 6% 4% 7% 2% 13% 19% 17% 17% 18% 10% 18% 25% 15% 

Divorced 9% 9% 6% 12% 11% 4% 12% 8% 7% 10% 5% 8% 11% 11% 12% 8%',' 
" ::c 

'Wfdbwed 9% 2% 3% 2% 2% 16% 8% 4% 4% 3% 23% 8% 8% 10% 7% 

Not sure/refused 1% 1% - 1% 1% 

,.';''''.~~'';''''...JI;: 



Area --":;fr 
.~,,,:,:, 

===:=========2========~= 

west South 

38% 

61% 

'1% : 
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Q.F4b. Do you have any children under age 18 living in your household at this time? ~ ~:~. 

Party Political ??~~I,~~~ ,
1996 Vote Other Identification Ideology Priorities 

Banner 1 ====::====================~===== .............. ~ ......'_ ............ - "':" ~ - .;. .. ==================== 

Cl inton CLinton 

All Clinton Dole Perot base swing Open to Not for Demo- I nde- Repub Education Budget Both North- Mid
Voters voters voters voters vofers voters Cl inton Cl inton crats pendents licans left Center Right ,higher higher high east 

Total 1002 418 327 56 318 151 233 299 '418 210 374 313 335 328 334 197 453 237 234 

Have chi ldren 38% 37X 41% 44% ' 38% 35% 35%, 42% 37X 30% 43% 37X 39% 38% 41% 30% 38% 45% 36% 

Do' not have children 62% 62% 59% ,56% 62% 64% 65% 58% 62% 69% 57% 63% 61% 62% 58% 70% 62% 55% 64% 

Not sure 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 

.J 

~ 

~ 

~ 
:a ..... 
~ 
~ 
:::0 

~ 
-, ::.,.;

~ 
:::0 

G) 
:::0 a 
c: 

':'" -,"tJ1 
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Column 604 National Education 
Study #4838 

1!31!97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.F4b. Do you have any children under age 18 living in your household-at this time? 

Banner 2 

Federal 
Education Role Need For Change 

Type . 
Of Change 

====================== ---.-.~~-------
Keep 

All Favor Oppose the Major 
Major Major 

change! change! 

Local Schools 
======================= 

Just' 
Voters more Mixed more same changes Overhaul public private Positive fair Negative 

National Standards 

Favorable! Favorable! 
with feds not 

Not 

National 

Strong 

Test 

Total 1002 491 201 282 446 326 209 352 
\ 

159 527 202 247 531 309 116 361 

Have ch i ldren 

Do not have children 

38% 

62% 

40% 

60% 

34% 

66% 

38% 

62% 

36% 

64% 

43% 

57% 

36% 

64% 

38% 

62% 

48% 

52% 

41% 

. 59% 

34% 

65% 

37% 

63% 

41% 

58% 

31% 

69% 

40% 

60% 

43% 

57% 

Not sure 1% 1% 1% 

... ; 

================================ 

Weak 
feds favorable supporters supporters·.-suppc:lI:tltr, 

32% 

67% 
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PET E R O. HART RES eAR C HAS SOC 1 ATE ~ 

Column 604 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.F4b. 00 you have any children under age 18 living in your household at this time? _ 

Sex 
) 

Age Occupation Nonretired Income Race Religion 
Banner 3 -- __ ._ •• * ============================== -.-.-.----.-- •. ~.- ••.•. -.----.--* ===================================== .-_ .•• -•• -••• =====::= 

Profes- White Blue White 
All 65 and sionals/ collar collar More than $50,000- $30,000- less than evan-

Voters Men Women 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000 $30,000 Whites BLaCKS gelicals
______________________ • __________________________________________ ._. _________ *a ._. _______ ._. __ ._ • __ ._. ____ ~ _ __ ._. 

Total 1002 494 508 139 200 238 246 176 212 209 221 220 136 163 238 188 805 97 

Have children 38% 38% 37% 27% 73% 65% 16% 2% 49% 42% 51% 5% 48% 61% 49% 37% 38% 35% 32% 

00 not have children 62% 62% 62% 73% 27% 35% 83% 98% 51% 57% 49% 95% 51% 39% 51% 63% 62% 65% 68% 

Not sure 1% 1% 1% 1% 

-".,,', 

,.,.~:..:~!", 

2 



PET E R O. K ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 604 National Education 

Study #4838 


1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 


", 

Q.F4b. 00 you have any children under age 18 	 living in your ,household at this time? 


Children In Household Education , Education: Sex Type Of Area 

. 	 .~ . Banner 4 	 .. "' ........... -, .............................................. '"- ................ -................. _...................... :::======================= ..................... -_ ............. '* '" -_ ............................... 
 =======================~=:~=,,;o 

Children Public Non-public Public High College Men/non- Men/ Women/non- Women/ 
All in school school school/low school Some graduate college- college- college- college- large 

Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city
••• _........ -- .. _--- .................................... .... ~-.- .. - ... ...... -- ...... -- .... _- ._ .... - ......... _* ............ __ .- ....... _--- ...... __ .. _--- ...... _- ...... 


Total. 1002 379 190 189 278 50 109 334 279 386 209 284 218 288 209 
\ 

Have chi ldren 38% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 30% ' 39% 44% 31% 43% 28% 44% 35% 


00 not have children 62% 70% 60% 56% 69% 57% 72% 55% 65% 


Not sure 1% 1% 1% 


Medium! 
small 
city 

256 

33% 

66% 62%" 

" 
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PET E R D. HART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 605 National Education 
Study #4838 . 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.F4c. Do the children in this housenold attend public school or private school, or are tney not yet of scnool age? * 

Party Political 
1996 Vote Other Ident; fication Ideology Priorities' 

Banner 1 •. -~•• -~-- •• -•• ~.-- •• =============================== --~--~-.--- ••• --------- ===:=:=:=:=::::::=:: .~.-- •• -------------- •• 
Cl inton Cl inton 

All Cl inton Dole Perot· base swing Open to Not for. Demo- Inde- Repub- Education Budget Botn Nortn-
Voters voters voters voters voters voters Cl inton 'Cli liton crats pendents l i cans Left Center Rignt nigher til gher hign east 

... _...... _-- ._---- - ........ _.. _....... ---~--- ..... ---- ---_ .. _--- --- ... - -- ... - ------ ---_ .. - .-_ ..... - .. 


Total 379 154 133 25 120 53 81 125 \ 156 63 160 .117 129 125 138 60 171 107 

Have Children In 
School 

Have children in 73% 77% 68% 68% 80% 77% 67% 70% 77% 78% 68% 80% 76% 64% 75% 71% '75% 76% 68% 76% 12:(' 
publ i c school 

-, . 

Have cnildren in 10% 9% . 14% 5% 7% 11% 9% 12% 9% 8% 11% 6% 11% 13% 8% 12% 10% 5% . 
private/parocnial 
scnool 

Have children in 3% 3% 5% 4% 4% 2% 3% 4% 4% 3% 3% 3% 4% 3% 2% 2% 4% 5% 
both publ i c and 
private scnool 

Not sure what kind 1% 1% 1% 1% 2% 1% 1% 
of school/refused 

Do Not Have Cnildren 13% 10% 13% 23% 8% 10% 21% 14% 9% 11% 18% 9"/. 9% 20% 14% 15% 11% 13% 
In School 

Not Sure If Have. 
Children In School 

Mfd~ 
west· 

83 

15% 

5% 

12%.. 

* Asked only of respondents wno say that they have cnildren 18 or under in household (Q.F4b). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to.a 
high margin of error: Perot voters, natronal standards/not favorable, 18-29, 50-64, 65 and over, retirees, blacks, and white evangelicals. . . 

-0 



PET E R D. HART RES EAR C HAS SOC I A [ E S 

Column 605 National Education 

1/31/97 
Study #4838 

january 21-24, 1997 

Q.F4c. 00 the 'chi ldren in this household attend public school or 'private school, or are they not yet of school age? * 

Federal Type 
Education Role Need For Change Of Change Local Schools National Standards National Test 

Banner 2 -- .. -*----.---~- .. ====================== -----_ .• _.. _---- ======================= ------------------------- .... _--
Keep Major Major 

All Favor Oppose the Major change/ change/ Just Favorable/ Favorable/ Not Strong Weak 
Voters more Mixed more same changes Overhaul public private Positive fair Negative with feds not feds favorable supporters supporters's~po 

..................... - ............... - -_ ...... 
 --_ .. _.. _--- ---------- --------- ---------- ---------

Total 379 197 68 106 161 140 75 132 76 217 68 92 219 96 46 156 130 

Have Children In 
School 

Have children in 73% 74% 73% 70% 79% 69% 68% 74% 58% 78% 65% 71% 75% 73% 65% 79% 69% 
public school 

Have children in 10% 9% 10% 13% 6% 12% 14% 9% 22% 6% 18% 13% 9% 10% 11% 7% 10% 
private/parochial 
school 

Have children in 3% 3% 6% 3% 2% 5% 3% 4% 5% 4% 2% 2% 3% 3% 4% 4% 3% 
both publi c and 
private school 

Not sure what kind 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 2% .2% 
of school/refused 

00 Not Have Children 13% 14% 10% 14% 13% 13% 15%, 12% 15% 12% 14% 14% 13% 13% 18% . 10% 16% 
In School 

Not Sure If Have 
Children In School 

* Asked only of respondents who say that they have children 18 or under in household (Q.F4b). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due 
high margin of error: Perot voters, national standards/not favorable, 18-29, 50-64, 65 and over, retirees, blacKs, and white evangelicals_ 
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P E i E R D. H A R'T RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 605 National Education 

1/31/97 
Study #4838 

January 21-24, 1997 

Q.F4c. Do the children in this household attend public school or private school, or are they not yet 'of school age? * 

Sex Age Occupation Nonretired Income Race 
Banner 3 ~-~.-------- ============================== -----.-.-~--- •• ------ .•• ---~---.- ,============::======================= _._ .. ---- ...

Profes- \/hite Blue 
All 65 and sionals/ col lar collar More than $50,000- $30,000- less than 

Voters Men \/omen 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 over managers workers workers Ret.irees $75,000 $75,000 $50;000 $30,000 \/hites Blacks gelicals ," 
_44 _______ • ___ .. _. ____ .... _ _________~------ -~--- ---~~. ----- .---~ ---_ .. ----- --~--. .. .. --- ......... --_ ... 


Total 379 190 189 37 ' 146 155 39 3 104 88 112 11 65 98 116 70 303 34 

Have Children In 
School 

Have children in 73% 71% 75% 48% 66% 85% 84% 33% 67"1. 73% 78%' 84% 71% 71% 73% 80% 73% 78% 
publ ic school 

Have children in 10% 8% 12% 3% 11% 9% 10% 67%' 13% 10% 6% 16% 11% 11% 8% 6% 9% 10% 
private/parochial 
school 

Have children in 3% 4% 3% 5% 3% 3% 7% 3% 2% 8% 4% 2% 3% 4% 5% 
both public and 
private school 

Not sure what kind 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 2% 
of school/refused. 

Do Not Have Children 13% 16% 10% 49% 18% 2% 3% 13% 13% 13% 10% 12% 17% 11% 14% 7% 
In School 

Not Sure If Have 
Children In School 

* Asked only of respondents who say that they have children 18 or under in household (Q.F4b). The percentages in the following columns are statistically unreliable due to a",' , 
high margin of error: Perot voters, national standards/not favorable, 18-29,50-64,'65 and over, retirees, blacks, and white evangelicals. 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC 1 ATE S 

Column 605 National Education 

StUdy #4838 


1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 


·O.F4c.-.Do the children in this household attend public school or private school, or are they not yet of school age? * ." .'

Children In Household Education Education: Sex Type Of Area 
Banner 4 ~--.---.-----.---.*---.---.-.-- .. ---.----*---------~-- -- ======================== ------_.--.-------- ••• -- •• ----*------ ========================== 

Chi ldren Public Non-public Public High College Men/non- Men/ Women/non- Women/ 
All in school school school/low school Some graduate college- college- college- college- Large 

Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city 
-----~--- ---~--- ------- -------- ---------- -._.--_.-- .._----- -.. ~-~. --._.--- ------.- -----._. --~---.~-- _.--._-- ~.---

Total 379 379 190 189 278 50 109 99 108 170 . 65 123 62 .127 74 
\ 

."~ r.. :~-;-., .w/.;~~:',", . 
. Have Chi ldren In 


School 


Have children in 73% 73% 71% 75% 100% 100% 84% 75% 66% 78% 69% 84% 71% 62% 
public school 

Have children in 10% 10% 8% 12% 74% 2% 12% 13% 6% 9% 8% 13% 18% 
private/p;lrochial 
school 

Have children in 3% 3% 4% 3% 26% 3% 3% 4% 3% 5% 2% 3% 5% 
both publ ic and 
private school 

Not sure what kind 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 2% 1% 

of school/refused 


Do Not Have. Children 13% 13% 16% 10% 10% 9% 17% 11% 17% 5% 13% 15% 
In School 

Not Sure If Have 

Children In School 


* Asked only of respondents who say that they have children 18 or under in household (O.F4b). The percentages in the following columns are 

high margin of error: Perot voters, national standards/not favorabte, 18-29, 50-64~ 65 and over, retirees, blacks, and white evangelicals. 


Medi urn! 
small 
city 

80% 

8% 9% 

1% 

11% 

statistically unreliable due 
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PET E R D. HART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 607 National Education 
. Study #4838 


1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 


Q.F5a. How would you describe your overall point of view in terms. of the political parties? Would you say you are mostly Democratic, leaning Democratic, completely 
independent, leaning Republican, or mostly Republican? 

Party Poli tical 
1996 Vote Other Ident I fi cat; on Ideology Priorities Area 

Banner 1 ----_ ......... -----_. =============================== .... _-_ .. _... _.. _------ ==================== ----- ...... --- ... ------ ==================== 
Cl inton Cl inton 

All Clinton Dole Perot base swing Open to Not for Demo- Inde- Repub- Education Budget Both North- Mid-.:· 
Voters voters voters voters voters voters C linton C linton crats pendents l i cans Left .center Right higher higher hi gh east west. 
---~ .. ------- - .._.- ------ .... --- .----~- ---- .... -._--- .... ~- _... __ ._ . .-.. .- ...- ---._.-~ 

Total 1002 418 327 56 318 151 233 299 418 210 374 313 335 328 334 197 453 237 234 

Mostly Democratic 30% 59% 3% 5% 84% 10% 7% 1% 72% 81% 15% 40% 11% 32% 33% 33% 28% 

Leaning Democratic 12% 18% 3% 14% 6% 40% 11% 3% 28% 7% 26% 15% 11% 9% 14% 13% 10X lOX 
.' 

Completely 18% 14% 11% 45% 6% 29% 29% 15% 84% 10% 25% 15% 17% 19% 17% 17% 20%· 16% 16% 
independent 

Leaning Republican 15% 4% 27% 22% 2% 10% 19% 28% 40% 24% 20% 12% 21% 15% 16% 

Mostly Republican 22% 3% 54% 14% 6% 26% 51% 60% 6% 62% 13% 35% 23% 17% 

~, Not sure 3% 2% 2% 2% 5% 8% 2% 16% 2% 4% 3% 3% 3% 4% 3% 

::a-c: Total Democrats 42% 77% 6% 19% 90% 50% 18% 4% 100% 88% 41% 55% 22% 41% . 47% 

~ Total Republicans 37% 7% 81% 36% 2% 16% 45% 79% 100% 30% 82% 25% 56% 38% 33% 
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_________ 

PET E R D. HART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 607 , National Education 
Study #4838 

1!31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.F5a. How would you describe your overall point o'f view in terms of the pol itical parties? Would you say you are mostly Democratic, leaning Democratic, completely 
independent, leaning Republican, or mostly Republican? 

Federal Type 
Education Role Need For Change Of Change Local schools National Standards National Test 

Banner 2 .--- .• ~--- .. -----. ====================== ----_._- .•• ---- ======================= -------~---.------.------------
Keep Major Major 

All Favor Oppose the Major change! change! Just Favorable! Favorable! Not Strong 
Voters more Mixed more same changes Overhaul publ ic private Positive fair Negative with feds not _____ .*. __ 4 

------. -------- - •• -- -------.' --------_. -_.------- ____ we_a. __ ••• __ • __ 

Total 1002 491 201 282 446 326 209 352 159 527 202 247 531 309 116 361 
.. 

Mostly Democratic 30% 43% 19% 15% 32% 30% 27% 34% 18% ,30% 31% 31% 37% 25% 8% 39% 27% 

Leaning:Democratic 12% 14% 11% 8% 11% 13% 9% 13% 9% 13% 11% 11% 14% 9% 5% 15% 12% 

Completely 18% 16% 17% 20% 16% 16% 22% 21% 13% 16% 19% 19% 18% 13% 28% 16% 19% 
independent 

Leaning Republican 15% 11% 15% 23% 16% 15% 15% 11% 26% 16% 15% 11% 13% 16% 25% 11% 14% 23%,~;, 
. :.~:~,: 

Mostly Republican 22% 12% 35% 32% 21% 23% 24% 18% 32% 21% 21% 25% 14% 34% 32% 16% 23% 

Not sure 3% 4% 3% 2% 4% ,3% 3% 3% 2% 4% 3% 3% 4% 3% 2% 3% 5% 

Total Democrats 42% 57% 30% 23% 43% 43% 36% 47% 27% 43% 42% 42% 51% 34% 13% 54% 39% 

Total Republicans 37% 23% 50% 55% 37% 38% 39% 29% 58% 37% 36% 36% 27% 50% 57% 27% 37% 

Weak 
feds favorable supporters supporters suppa:' 

403 , ~, 

. F . 

. 1: 
. ".)~ .' 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 607 National Education 

Study #4838 


1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 


Q.FSa. How would you describe your overall point of view in terms of the politica·l parties? Would you say you are mostly Democratic, leaning Democratic, completely 
independent, leaning Republican, or mostly Republican? 

Sex Age Occupation Nonretired Income Race 
Banner 3 ~. ___ . ______ ===================:==~======= _. ___________ . __ A_. ____ .. ___ .. ~_. ===================================== __ •••• _••.•• 

Profes- White Blue 
·All 6S and sionals/ collar collar More than $50,000- $30,000- Less than 

Voters Men Women 18-2930-3940-49 50-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000 $30,000 Whites Blacks gelicals 

Total 1002 494 508 139 200 238 246 176 212 \ 209 221 220 136 163 238 188 805 97 

Mostly Democratic 30% 26% 35% 26% 30% 34% 27% 35% 2~% 25% 32% 34% 22% 27% 27% 40% 25% 76% 

Leaning Democratic 12% 11% 12% 14% 11% 11% 12% 9% 16% 12% 10% 11% 14% 15% 10% 10% 11% 7% 14% 16% 

Completely 18% 19% .16% 18% 14% 21% 17% 16% 17% 21% 17% 16% 23% 14% 20% 15% 19% 8% 21% 19% 
independent 

Leaning Republican 15% 18% 12% 20% 13% 15% 16% 12% 20% 16% 14% 14% 18% 18% 14% 14% 17% 6% 18% 15% 

Mostly Republican 22% 23% 22% 19% 29% ' 16% 25% 23% 20% 23% 24% 19% 21% 25% 2S% 19% 2S% 2% 

Not sure 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% 5% 2% 3% 3% 6% 2% 1% 4% 2% 3% 1%C')I 
l:Il 

Total Democrats 42% 37% 47"" 40% 41% 45% 39% 44% 41% 37"" 42% 45% 36% 42% 37% SO% 36% 83%~ 
~ Total Republicans 37% 41% 34% 39% 42% 31% 41% 35% 40% 39% 38% 33% 39% 43% 3<1% 33% 42% 8% 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 607 National Education 
Study #4838 

1131197 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.F5a. How would you describe your overall point of view in terms of the political parties? Would you say you are mostly Democratic, leaning Democratic, completely 
independent, leaning Republican, or mOstly Republican? 

Children In Household EducatiOn Education: Sex 
Banner 4 -..•• -~.----------------.---------------------.---.-- •• -- ======================== --.-~- •••• --- •.• ---.------ •• ---*---.

Chi ldren Public Non-public Public High College Men/non- Men/ Women/non- women/ 
All in school school school/low school Some graduate college- college- college- college- Large 

Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city 
~~_ ~___________ •. _____ •• _________ • _ _• __ . __ .•• _. _____ __ ____ .e •. ___ _.~. ___ • ___ ._ •.. ____ .. ______ • _____ 

Total 1002 379 190 189 278 50 109 334 279 386 209 284 218 . 288 209 

Mostly Democratic 30% 31% 25% 36% 34% 26% 27% 35% 32% 25% 32% 21% 38% 32% 41% 

Leaning Democratic 12% 11% 9% 12% 10% 14% 13% 10% 13% 12% 9% 12% 10% 14% 13% 

Completely 18% 14% 16% 13% 16% 10% 14% 18% 14% 20% 16% 22% 19% 13% 11% 19% 18% 20% 
independent 

Leaning Republican 15% 20% 24% 16% 19% 27% 21% 11% 14% 19% 17% 19% 8% 15% 13% 14% 

Mostly Republican 22% 22% 23% 22% 20% 19% 24% 21% 24% 22% 23% 22% 19% 24% 19% 26% 

Not sure 3% 2% 3% 1% 1% 4% 1% 5% 3% 2% 3% 4% 6% 2% 3% 3% 

Total Democrats 42% 42% 34% 48% 44% 40% 40% . 45% 45% 37% 41% 33% 48% 46% 54% 38% 
. !"i. ,.

Total Republicans 37% 42% 47% ·38% 39% 46% 45% 32% 38% 41% 40% 41% 27% 39% 32% !to% 

Medium! 
small 
city: 

256 

27% 

11% 
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PET E R D. HART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 608 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.F5b; Thinking about your general approach to issues, do you consider yourself to be liberal, moderate, or conservative? 

Party Political 
19$16 Vote Other Identification Ideology Priorities 

Banner 1 •• -- •• ---~.----.-.--- ===============_==========m==== •••••• -•••• _••••••••• -• •===a~==..==a•••==•• ...-....... --- ......... 
Clinton Clinton 

All Cl inton Dole Perot base swing Open to Not for Demo- Inde- Repub- Education Budget Both North-
Voters voters voters voters voters voters CLinton Clinton crats pendents II cans Left Center Right higher higher high east . .••• __ •• __ a _______ •• ___ •• a ••• ____ • •• __ ••• __ a ___ •• ___ • ___ a ___ •• ___ a __ •• ____ ._._. __ ••• ___ ._ 

Total 1002 418 327 56 318 151 233 299 418 210 374 313 335 328 334 . 197 453 237 

Liberal 20X 33" 6X 18X 36X 21X 12X 8X 33X 1ax 7X 55X 8X 26X 7X 21X 24X 

Moderate 41X 45X 32X 50X 44X 51X 48X 26X 45X 46X 32X 40X 70X 14X 46X 33X 40X 44X 

Conservative 35X 18X 60% 29X 15X 24X 34X 63X 17X 28X 59X 22" 85X 23X 55X 35X 28X 

-Not sure 4X 4X 2X 3X 5X 4X 6X 3X 5X ax 2X 5X 1X 5X 5X 4X 4X 

Aree 

Mid " wes t SOuth:;-

234 

22X 18X 17X 

40X 36X 44X 

33X 42X . 33X~-,,;~,'-

5X 



PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

COLLUm 608 NationaL Education 
Study #4838' 

1/31/97 January 21·24, 1997 

Q.f5b. Thinking about your general approach to issues, do you consider yourself to be liberal, moderate, or conservative? 

federa L Type 
Education RoLe Need for Change Of Change LocaL Schools NationaL Standards National Test '.', 

Banner 2 ••• - •••••••••••••• ============:==::::::: ........... -.. - ===:=::===:========::== ......-....... _- ...... -...... -. 

Keep Major Major 

ALL favor Oppose the Major change! change! Just Favorable! FavorabLe! Not Strong \leak 
Voters more Mixed more same changes OverhauL pubLic private Positive fair Negative with feds not feds favorable supporters supporters' 

•• --- ••••••• __ •• • - •••• ~ -_ •••• _. ~-----. ----_ •• -----.-~ ___ A. _____ •• ______ • _____ • ___________ * _____ _ ~ •• ______ _________ _ 

Total 1002 491 201 282 446 326 209 352 159 527 202 247 531 309 116 361 403 ' 

Liberal ,20% 28% 13% 9X 20% 20% 19% 23% 13% 20% 16% 21% 25% 16X 7X 26X 18X 


Moderate 41% 44% 41% 35% 44% 41% 32% 42% 29% 44% 42% 31% 45X 36% 28X 44X 41% 


Conservative 35X 23% 42%' 53%, 31% 35% 44% 31% 55% 33% 36% 42% 26% 44X 57X 27X 36X SOX" 


Not sure 4% 5% 4% 3% 5% 4% 5% 4% 3% 3% 6% 6% 4X 4X 8X 3X 5X 5X, 

. .- ~ 

"'i' 

.( 

( 
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P E'T E R D. H ART ·R ESE ARC HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 608 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.F5b. Thinking about your general approach to issues, do you consider yourself to be liberal, moderate, or conservative? 

Sell Age occupation Nonretired Income Race 
Banner 3 ••••.• --._-- ============================== -.••..•••. _••.•••• _-_ ••••••. __ •.• ==================:================== --_ •• _--_._ •• 

Profes- \lhite Blue 
All 65 and sionalsl collar collar More than $50,000- $30,000- less than 

Voters Men \lomen 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000$50,000 
._.- .....-- --_.- .. ....- .. ... -._.- _.-._-- --...-..-.. __ ..._------- ------.- ...._--- ... -.... - _._--.~- .--~ 

Total 1002 494 508 139 200 238 246 176 212 209 221 220 136 163 238 188 805 . 97 

. "::-~:~~t; 

Liberal 20X 18X 22" 19% 19% 27% 14" 18" 20" 22X 18X 15X 21X 19% 23X 24X 18X 33X 10X 20X 

Moderate 41X ,40" 41" 46% 41" 41X 39" 39% 49" 37% 40" 42X 45X 43X 39X 36X 42X 32X 33X 50X 

Conservative 35" 38" 32" 27% 37%' 29" 43" 36X 30X 39X 37% 35X 33X 37% 33X 36" 36X 28X 53X 25X 

Not sure 4" 4" 5X 8% 3" 3X '4X 7% 1X 2X 5" 8X 1X 1X 5" 4X 4X 7% 4X 

\/hite . 
evan-, Cadlo;' 

$30,000 \/hites Blacks gelicals: _U~:~ _._ ...._._---- --_ .. . 

. 136 ' 
» ..·~~~r 

'.<~ . ' 

":1' 
~'\::" 

~ 

::0 
st 
~ 

::0 
'""1 

~ 
~ 
::0 

~ 
~ 
::0 
()
::r: 
G) 
::0 o
c: 
1J 
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PET E R O. H A R"T RES ~ ARC HAS SOC ~ ATE S 

Column 608 National Education 
Study #4838 

1131/91 January 21-24, 1991 

Q.FSb. Thinking about your general approach to issues, do you consider yourself to be liberal, moderate, or conservative? 

Children In Household Education Education: Sex Type Of Area 
Banner 4 •••• -••• -•• --- ••.•• -••• --.-- •••••• -•• -- •• --.-- •• ---- .• -- :;=====:================ •• -.-.---*-~- .. ----.---.-.--.-.-.----- :===============:=====~~~DJ~ 

Children Public Non-public' Public High College Men/non- Men/ Women/non- Women/ 
All in school school school/low school Some graduate college- college- college- college- Large 

Voters household Fathers 'Mothers children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city 

Total 1002 319 190 189 218 50 109 334 219 386 209 284 218 288 209 

liberal 20" 21" 11X 25" 22" 15X 18X 18X 21" 21" 16" 19X 20X 24" 23" 

Moderate 39" 31X 42" 41" 36" 36" 35" 39" 41X 33X 45X ' 38X 44" 42"4'" 
Conservative 35" 36" 43X 29X 33" 49" 41" 38" 36" 31" 4~X 34" 33" 30X 31" 

,,,Not sure 4" 4" 3" 4" 4" 5" 9" 4" 6X 2" 9X 2" 4" ,6",} 

Medium! 
small 
city 

181 

45" 

34" 

3" 
31X '41~~=5 

. ,.; 

4" 
''. .",,~.~. 



PET E R ' D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 609 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

C.F6. How would you describe the area in which you live--a large city, a medium to small city, a' suburb near a city, a small town that is not near a city, or a rural or 
country area? 

1996 Vote 
Banner 

All Clinton Dole Perot 
Voters voters voters voters 

Total 1002 418 327 56 

Large city 21% ,23X 19X 10X 

MediUm to small ci ty 26X 24X 29X 34X 

Suburb near a city 21X 21X 23X '28X 

Small town that is 18X 18X 16X ' 11X 
not near a city 

Rural or country 14X 14X 13X 17% 
area~ 

:a Not sure -:ill!:
;J: 
):a. 
:a
""i, 

~ 
~ 
:::0 
~ 
~ 
:::0 

§3 
a 
c: 
\:) 

Other /..-

=============================== 
Clinton Clinton 

base swing Open to Not for 
voters voters Clinton CLinton 

318 151 233 299 

27% 20X 17% 18X 

23X 25X 27% 27% 

19% 21X 24X 21X 

19X 16X 19% 17% 

12X 18X 13X 16X 

1X 

Party Political 
Identification Ideology 

--------.----~--.-.- ... ==================== 

Demo- Inde- Repub
crats pendents llcans Left Center Right ____ a. ____ •• ____ •• 

418 210 374 313 335 328 

27% 14X 18X 26% 23X 15% 

24X 26% 27% 26X 23% 28X 

21X 2'% 221 21" 2'% 22% 

16X 23% 16% 16% ' 20% 17% 

11X 16X 16% 10X 13X 17% 

1X ,% 1% 1% 

Priorities Area 
- ••••• -._-_.-.---- •• --- ====================1 

Education Budget Both North- Mid- :: 
higher higher high east west South 
•••• _ __ • __ ••• _._ ••• ___ •••• __ . ,,;~___ * ._._ 

334 197 453 237 234, 322 

26% 15% 19% 18% 18% 21% 

23% 31% 25% 16X ' 28% 30% 27% 
';.'" 

25% 18% 20X 24% 26X 16% 21%};-i 
:;~

15X 18% 20% 23% 17% 

11% 17% 16% 19% ,,% 

1% 
" : 

2 



PET E R O. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 609 National Education 
Study #4838 

1131197 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.F6. How would you describe the area in which you live·-a large city, a medium to small city, a suburb near a city. a smarl town that is not near a city, or a rural or 
country area? ' 

Federal Type 
Education Role Need For Change Of Change Local Schools National Standards National Test 

Sanner 2 .---... -~.--.~ .... =====~======:=====:=== ._.---_..._---- ==:=:.================= -------------------------_ ..• -
, Keep ~jM ~jM , ' 

All Favor Oppose the Major changel change! Just Favorable! Favorable! ' Not Strong Weak' 
Voters more Mixed more same changes Overhaul publ ic private Positive fair Negative with feds not feds favorable supporters supporters supper,..~~_. _____ _ . ___ _.~ ___ • _ _._e. _. __ ._.~ .•... _____ .... _--_ .. -----_ ... ---------- ............... - .. 


Tota'l 1002 491 201 282 446 326 209 352 159 527 202 247 531 309 116 361 403 

\ .:: -:
24% ','Large city 21% 23% 23% 16% 16% 23% 29% 26% 24% 13% 23% 36% ' 22% 22% 16% 23% 1'7% 

Medium to 'small city 26% 24%' 30% 26% 25% 28% 21% 27X 23% 25% 31% 21% 25% 27X 25X 24% 28% 25% 
" 

Suburb near a city 21% 22% 20% 21% 21% 20X 22% 21% 21% 26% 18% 14% 23% ,19% 19% 23% 19% 22% 

Small town that is 18% 18% 13% 20% 22% 16% 13% 15% 14% ' 21% 14% 14% 17X 17X 21% 17X 19% 18X, 
not near a ci ty 

Rural or country 14% 12% 14% 17X 16% 12% 15% 11% 17X 14% 14% 14x 13X 14% 18% 13X 
area 

Not sure 1% 1% lX 1% 1X 1X 1% 

16% 
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PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 609 National Education 

1131197 
Study #4838 

January 21-24, 1997 

Q.F6. How would you describe the area in which you live--a large city, a medium to small city, a suburb near a city, a small town that is not near a city, or a rural or 
country area? 

Sex Age Occupation· Nonretired Income Race Religion 
Banner 3 -.----- .. -~- ============================== .------...-... _---_ .. -.. _----_.- .... ===================================== -----~-------

Profes- White Slue Whi te· 
All 6S and sionalsl collar collar More than ISO,OOO- $30,000- less than evan- Catho·';'· 

Voters Men Women 18-2930-3940-49 SO-64 over managers workers workers Retirees 17S,OOO $75,000 ISO,OOO $30,000 Whites Slacks gellcals .-tlcs 
.. - .... - -_ ..... - ......... _............ _....... - _............. - ........ --~ .. __ .... _-- -- .... -_ ................... - ..................... --_ ..... - ...... "' ......... - ......... -- .......... -=-~.:::::.-~

'. .·t':'::·.-:~t

:..,.:;:: 

Total 1002 494 S08 139 200 238 246 176 212 209 221 220 136 163 238 188 805 97 136 

large ci ty 21% 21% 20% 20% 2S% 17% 21% 21% 21% 21% 20% 23% 20% 13% 21% 2S% 16% 46% 18% 2S% 

Medium to small city 26% 26% 26% 28% 19% 27% 24% 31% 26% 2S% 21% 29% 21% 29% 23% 26% 27X 19% 32% 23% 

Suburb near a city 21% 20% 22% 25% 25% 19% 22% 16% 24% 24% 22% 17% 32% 27% 21% 10% 23% 14% 13% 25% 

Small town that is 18% 19% 17% 16% 18% 19% 17% 19% 22% 12% 20% 18% ~7X 19% 19% 17X . 19% 8% 20% 15% 
not near a city 

Rural or country 14% 13% 15% 10% 13% 17% 16% 12% 7% 18% 16% 13% 10% 12% 15% 21% 15% 11% 17X 
area 

Not sure 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 2% 



-------- --------
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PET E R D. HART RES EAR C HAS SOC I AT E.S 

Column 609 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.F6. How would you describe the area in which you live--a large city. a medium to small city. a suburb near a city, a small town that is not near a city. or a rural or 
country area? 

Children In Household Education . Education: Sex. 
_~ ~. ~______ . ___________ ._a .. • ______ ===========:============ ___ ~ ... ____ ._ ... ________ . ___ _______ .M_M ___ ________________Banner 4 
Children Public Non-public Publ ic High College Men/non- Men/ \lomen/non- \lomen/ 

All in school school school/low school Some graduate college- college- college- college- Large 
Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city_________________ M ____________________ • _________________ • _~ _____ -_ ............. __ .. 

Total 1002 379 190 189 278 50 109 334 279 386 209 284 218 288 209 

Large city 21" 20% 18% 21% 17% 35% 17% 22% 20% 20% 22% 21% 22% 19% 100% 


Medium to small city 26% 23% 19% 25% 24% 16% 23% 22% 25% 29% 22% 28% 24% 27% 


Suburb near a city 21% 21% 24% 19% 21% 24% 20%· 15% 24% 24% 16% 23% 19% 25% 100% 


Small town that is 18% 18% 20% 17% 19% 8% 15% 20% 17% 17% 20% 19% 17% 16% 

not near a city 

Rural or country 14% 18% 18% 18% 19% 17%- 25% 20% 13% 10% 18% 9% 18% . 13% 
area 

Not sure ,% . 1% 1% 2% 

===:========~= 

Medium! 
small .c .:~. 
city Subjr.bJ--_ ..... _- .. ';';;.':';..\';'::; 

':.:.)<~ ~~.~ 

256. 

100% 



PET E R D. KART RES EAR C K ASS 0 C I ATE S 

Column 610 National Education 
Study #4838 . ':.;', 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.F7. If you added together the yearly income of all,the members of your family who were living at home last year, would the total be less than $10,000, between $10,000 and , 

$20,000, between $20,000 and $30,000, between $30,000 and $40,000, between $40,000 and $50,000, between $50,000 and $75,000, between $75,000 and $100,000, 

be more than that? 


Party Political 
1996 Vote Other Identification Ideology Priorities 

Banner 1 _..._-_._-----.-.-.-- =============================== ---... -- ... -........-.. ====:==:=:======:==: ................_...... 

Cl inton CLinton 

AIlCI inton Dole Perot base swing Open to Not for Demo- Inde- Repub- Education Budget Both North- Mid-
Voters voters voters voters voters voters Clinton Clinton crats pendents licans ,left Center Right higher higher high east west_. ____ ~_._. _______________ • _____ • ____ ••• ____ • ____ a_a. __ •• _______ • _____ a ••• _______ • ____ •••• _ •• ___ ••••• _. __________ ••••• _____ a. 

Total 1002 418 327 56 318 151 233 299 418 210 374 313 335 328 334 197 453 237 234 

7X' '::,'less than $10,000 6% 10% 2% 10X 11% 2% 2% 8% 5% 3% ax 5% 4% 6% 6% 6% 4% 6% 6% 

Between $10,000 and 10% 10% 7X 8% 13% 9X 9X 7X 12% 8% 8% 12% 9X 9X 9% 7X 12% 11% 12% 8% 9X' 
$20,000 

Between $20,000 and 14% 16% 9X 21% 16% 14% 11% 12% 16% 12% 13% 16% 13% 12% 15% 12% 14% 10% 15% 
$30,000 

Between $30,000 and 16% 16% 22% 17X 14% 14% 20% 17X 15% 16% 18% 17X 13% 19% 15% 16% 17X 16% 16% 
$40,000~ 

::0 Between $40,000 and 13% 12% ,16% 13% 12% 14% 15% 14% 12% 18% 13% 14% 12% 13% 14% 14% 13% 12% 15% 
$50,000:e:
Between $50,000 and 18% 17X 19X 24% 17X 14% 18% 22% 18% 13% 21% 15% 22% lax 18% 17X 18% 23% 16%~ $75,000::0 

--t Between $75,000 and ax 7X 9% 5% 6% 9X 9X 8% 7X 8% 9X 6% 10% 9X 8% 12% 6% lOX 7X 
$100,000~ 
More than $100,OQO 6% 6% 7X 8% 5% 9% 7X 6% 5% 9X 6% 5% 8% 6% 8% 7X 5% 7X 6%~ 

' Not sure/refused 9% 6% 9X 4% 7X 6% 9% 12% 7X 11% 9X ix 8% 10% 7X 9X 9X 7X 7X 
I'T1 
::0 
(I) 

~ 
::0 
()
::r: 
G) 
::0 
0 
c: I 

-0 

8% 
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PET E R D. HART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ~ T E S 

Column 610 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.F7. If you added together the yearly income of all the members of your family who were living at home last year, would the total be less than $10,000, between $10,000 
$20,000, between $20,000 and $30,000, between $30,000 and $40,000, between $40,000 and $50,000, between $50,000 and $75,000, between $75,000 and $100,000, or would the
be more than that? 

Federal Type 
Education Role Need For Change Of Change Local Schoo_Is National Standards National Test 

Banner 2 • __ w ====================== ______________ • ======================= •••••• ___ ••.••• __ ••.•••.• 4_ •••• 

Keep Major Major 
All Favor Oppose the Major change/ change/ Just Favorable/ Favorable/ Not Strong lIeak 

Voters more Mixed more same changes Overhaul public private Positive _fair Negative wi th feds not feds favorable supporters supporters 
~- ... _._-_ ..... -_ .. - _._ ......._---- -------- **------_. -----_.--- -_ ... _--- ------_._. 


Total 1002 491 201 282 446 326 209 352 159 527 202 ' 247 531 309 116 361 403 
- ' 

Less than $10,000 6X 6X 7X 5X 7X 5X 4% 5% 4% 6X 7X 5% 7X 5% 3X 6% 6X 5X 

Between $10,000 and 10% 11% 8X 9X 12% 8% 7X 8% 6X 9X 13% 10% lOX 9X 9X 9X l1X 9X 
$20,000 

~·L 

Between $20,000 and, 14X 15X 13X 11X 13% 12% 18X 16% 10X 13X 14" 14X 11% 17X 16% 11X 15X 14X 
$30;000 ;~ :~ 

,>~. 

Between $30,000 and 16X 16% 19X 15% 16% 18" 14X 16% 17X 14% 16" 22% 17X 17X 12% 19X 17X 
$40,000 

Between $40,000 and 13% 13% 14% 14% 10% 17X 17X 15% 20% 13% 16% 13% 13X 13% 15% 15% 13% 
$50,000 

Between $50,000 and 18% 16% 19X 20% 17X 21% 15% ' 20% 18% 19X 18% 15% 19X ' 16% 18% 19X 16X 
$75,000 

Between $75,000 and 8% 7X 9% 9% 9X 9X 5% 7X 9X 10X 7X 6X 9X 7X 11% 9% 6X 
$100,000 

More than $100,000 6X 7X 4% 7X 7X 3X 9X 6% 6% 8X 3% 5% 6% 4% 9X 7X 6% " 6X; 

Not sure/refused 9X 9% 7X 10% 9X 7X 11X 7X 10% 8% 6X ;0% 8% 12% 7X 5% 10% 11%, 

f·~... ~ 

.......... :;",~ 
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PET E R D. H ART RES E A It C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Colum 610 National Education 
Study #4838 

1131/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.F7. If you added together the yearly income of all the members of your' family who were living at home last year, would the total be less than $10,000, between $10,000 and , 
$20,000, between $20,000 and $30,000, between $30,000 and $40,000, between $40,000 and $50,000, between $50,000 and $75,000, between $75,000 and $100,000, or would the total. 
be more than that? . . . 

Sex Age Occupation Nonretlred Income Race 
Banner 3 --------.--- ============================== -.---*.--.----.-... -~.--- ... -- .. - ====~==:=.=========================== ._.--_.-._-.

Profes- White Blue White 
All 65 and sionals/ collar collar More than $50,000- $30,000- Less than evan-

Voters Men . Women 18-2930-3940-4950-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000 $30,000 Whites Blacks gellcals 
. _--,_. _.------ ....... -- ........ -.. . .-~-.-.. --.-.-~~- ._---

Total 1002 494 508 139 200 238 246 176 212 209 221 220 136 163 238 188 805 97 136 

Less than $10,000 6% 3% 9% 6% 2% 3% 5% 14% 1% 5% 12% 18% 5% 14% 6% 4% 

Between $10,000 and 10% ]X ,12% 16% 7X ]X 6% 18% . 4% 4% 11% 15% 34% 8% 18% 13% 10% 
$20,000 

Between $20,000 and 14% 12% 15% 21% 9% 10% 11% 22% 9% 13% 13% 20% 48% 13% 18% 15% 11% 
$30,000 

Between $30,000 and 16% 17% 16% 16% 19% 14% 17X 15% 11% 22% 17X 19X 51% 1]x 9X 15% 16% 
$40,000 

Between $40,000 and 13% 15% 12% 15% 1B% 15% 13% ]X 12% 19% 15% 9% 49X 14% 9X 
$50,000 

Between $50,000 and 18% 22% 14% 11% 25% 24% 19X 4% 26% 21% 24% 8% 100% 19X 16% 
$75,000 

Between $75,000 and 8% 9X 8% 4% 11% 12% 10% 1% 18% 8% 8% 1% 58% 8% 8% 
$100,000 

More than $100,000 6% 7X 5% 5% 5% 9X 8% 3% 15% 6% 2% 3% 42% .n 3% 

Not sure/refused' 9X 8% 9X 6% 4% 6% 11% 16% 5% 6% 5% .13% 9X 5% 

. -.. ~. . 

.~ ':-'~;,' 

2 

-0 



PET E R D. HART R E'S EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 610 National Education .Study #4838 ~'--

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.F7. If you added together the yearly income of all the members of your family who were living at home last year, would the total be less than $10,000, between $10,000 and 
$20,000, between $20,000 and $30,000, between $30,000 and $40,000, between $40,000 and $50,000, between $50,000 and $75,000, between $75,000 and $100,000, or would the 
be more than that? 

Children In Household Education Education: Sex 
____ •••• ,_ ._~.__ a ___ ~ ••••••••• _. ___ ____ • ______ ._. _____ M ______ ======================== ___ .. ___ .. ___ ._._ .... __ __________Banner 4 

Children Public Non-public Publ ic High College Men/non· Men/ Women/non- Women! MediLlll/,
All in school school school/low school Some graduate college- college- college- college- Large small· 

Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence, or less college or more educated educated educated educated city cit"y
.~ ~. __ ~---• ___ a_ •••••• ___ •• _ •• _~ ____ ~ _______ ______________ ._ ••••• ___________ ._ ••• __________ •••• ____ a_a. ___ •• ~ •• _~ ___ ________ • _~~ 

Total 1002 379 190 189 278 50 109 334 279 386 209 284 218 288 209 256 

Less than $10,000 6X 2X 1% 2X 3% 5% 12" 4% 2% 17X 5%5" 1" 3" 8" 2" 

Between $10,000 and 10X 7X 4" 10% 8% 4" 6% 17X 9" 3" 14" 2" 18" 8" 11" 11" 7X 10~j-
$20,000 

Between $20,000 and 14" 9" BY.' 12" 8" 16" 19" 18" 6% 18" 8" 19X 12" 14% 14" 8X 17X'~ 
$30,000 "" 
Between $30,000 and 16" 16% ' 17X 14% 16% 11" 17X 15" 20" 15" 16" 18" 16% 
$40,000 

Between $40,000 and 13" 16" 16% 16% 15" 12% 13" 11% 15% 15% 15% 16" 9% 
~50,000. 

Between $50;000 and 18" 26% 30% 22% 25% 31% 25% 11% 16% 26X 16X 26" 7X 
$75,000 

Between $75,000 and 8X 11% 12X 11X 11X 16X 11X 2X 6% 15X 4X 11X 1" 
$100,000 

More than $100;000 6" 6% 6X 6X 6X lOX 2X 1X 4" 12" ,2X 11X 1% 

Not sure/refused 9X 5X 51. 6X 4X 8% 5" 12X 7X' 7X 11" 6X 12" 

15" 17X 17X 

14% 13% 12% 

19" 14X 20X 

13X 8X 7X 

8" 5X 6X 

8X 10" 8" 
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PET E R D. HART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Co IUIl1'l 611 National Education 

1/31/97 
Study #4838 

January 21-24, 1997 

Q.F8. Finally, are you from a Hispanic or Spanish-speaking background? What is your race--white, black, Asian, or something else? 

===z:========a====a==!,!J 

Mld
west' 

• p 

___ .. _ 

2X 

88X 

7X 

3i 

Banner 1 
1996 Vote 

--_ ............................... 

All Clinton Dole Perot 
Voters voters voters voters 
-- ..... ~ .... -'"' .. .. __ ..... - ...... _.. 

Total 1002 418 327 56 

Hispanic 

White 

4X 

80X 

4X 

' 73X 

3X 

91X 95X 

Black ,10X 18X 1X 

Asian 1X 1X 

Other 4X 4X 3X 5" 

~ 
Refused' 1X 1X 1X 

~ 
~ 
~ 
"""I 

~ 
a5 
::0 

~ 
~ 
::0 
() 
:::t:: 
G,) 
::0 o 
sa' 

Other 
============================:=: 
CI inton Clinton 

base swing Open to Not for 
voters voters Clinton Clinton 

--- .... -- .... --- ... ........... 


318 151 233 299 

5X 4X 5X 3X 

67X 80X 84X 91X 

23% 8X 3X 1:( 

1X 1X 1X 

4X ' 5X 4X 4X 

1X 2X 3X 

Party Poll tical 

Identification Ideology 


....... 


Demo' 
crata 

- ......... 


418 

5X 

70X 

19X 

" 

5X 

1X 

... - .......................... ==::==;::::::::=:======::== 


Inde- Repub' 
pendents I i cans Left Center Right 

_ .. _ ... --_. --_ ......... _ .. - .... - .... - .... --

210 374 313 335 328 

3X 4X 4X 4X 3X 

84X 90% 70X 82X 90X 

4X 2X 20X 8X 2X 

1X 1X 1X 

5" 3X 4X 5X 3X 

3X 1X 1X 1X 1X 

Priorities 
............. - .... __ ....... __ ......... "' ..... 


Education Budget Both North-
higher higher high east 

-

.. - ......... -- ------ ------ -_ .. _ .. oo 


334 197 453 237 

5X 4X 3X 3X 

78X 88X 79% 82X, 

11X 2X 12X 9% 

1X 

4X 4X 4X 3" 

2X 2X 1X 3X 
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PET E R D. K ~ R T R' ESE ARC K ASS 0 C I ATE S 

Column 611 National Education 
Study #4838 

1!31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

a.F8. Finally, are you from a Hispanic or Spanish-speaking background? What is your race--white, black, Asian, or something else? 

Federal Type 
Education Role Need For Change Of Change Local Schools National Standards National Test 

Banner 2 -~-----.-~~.------ ====================== ---_ .. _--------- ======================= •.... _-- .•. _---- ••• -_ ...•• -._ .. ============.==.===••••~==~. 
Keep Major Major 

All Favor Oppose the Major change! change! Just Favorable! Favorable! Not Strong, Weak 
Voters more Mixed more same changes OVerhaul publ i c private Pos Itlvefai r Negative wi th fOOs not feds favor,able supporters supporters 

____ .... _____ ..... ___ •••• _ ••••• •• _~ __ •• _. __ e •••••• _ __ ~ .... ___ __ ......... _____ •••••:
....... - ...... -.--- ....... - .. - -.--~ .. -
Total 1002 491 201 282 446 326 209 352 159 52,7. 202 247 531 309 116 361 403 

Hispanic 4% 5% 4% 3% 3% 5% 4% 3% -'7" 3% 4% 7% 5% 3% 5% 5% 3% 

White 80% 75r. 84% 88X 83X 79% 76% m 80% 85% 81% 68%, 78X 84% 82% 78% 81% 86%' 

Black 1Or. 14% 8r. 3r. 7% 11X 13% 15X 6X 6X 12X 17% 12X 8X 3X 10X 10% 5% 

Asian 1% 1r. 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 

Other 4% 4% 3% 5% 4X 4X 5% 3% 5% 4% 3% 7% 3% ' 3% 7% 5% 4% 4% 

Refused 1X ,% 1% 1% 2X ,% 1% ,% 2r. 2% 1% 1X 1X 3% 2X 1X 1X· 



CollJlln 61t 

'/31/97. 

Q.F8. Finally. 

Banner 3 

Total 

Hispanic 

\lhite 

Black 

Asian 

Other 

Refused 

.•,.l'"

PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

National Education 
Study #4838 

January 2" 24.. ,997 

are you from a Hispanic or Spanish-speaking background? Uhat-is your race··white. black, Asian, or something else? 

Sex Age occupation Nonretired Income Race Religion 
--~.----.--- ============================== _._.- ... -. __ ... -.-- .. -.-_ ... -_ ... ====:=:::===:=:::::==::::::==:::=::== 

Profes- White Blue 
All 65 and sionalsl collar collar More than $50,000· $30.000- Less than 

Voters Men \lomen 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000----- .. ---- --.-- .---- ----- --_.- ._--_. -_.- ...- --_._-- .------ -- ...--. -_._-._.. --.----.._.-.--- ---_._-.- ...._

'002 494 508 139 200 238 246 176 212 209 221 220 136 163 238 188 805 

4% 4% . 4% 7X 6% 3% 1% 4% 3% 4% 6" 3% 2% 3% 5% 6% 

80% 80% 81% 75% 78% 79X 83% 85% .81" 75" 82% 83% 66% 100"84" 86" 84" 
10" 9X 10" 11% 9X 12% 10% 6" 8" 9X '3" 7X 8" 9" 6" 2'" 
,,, ,,, 1% 1% - ,%'" '" '" 
4" 4% 4% 4% 4% 5% 4% 5% 3% 5% 5" 3" 3% 5" 5% 5% 

,,,1% 2" 1% 2% 2% 1% 1% 2% 1% 1% 2% 1% '" 

._._ ••• -._-_. 

evan
$30,000 \lhites Blacks gel fcals· 

97 

100" 

100X 4% ~ 

,% 

.: !;6" ,. 
,% . 

-. 
, 

., ,,, .•! 

~ 

~ 
~ 
~ 
:a ..... 
;$ 
~ 
~. 
~ 
:::0 

G) 
:::0 a
c:: 
\J 

2 



PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Colum 611 "National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.F8. Finally, are you from a Hispanic or Spanish-speaking background? What is your race--white, black, Asian, or something else? 

Children In Household Education Education: Sex Type Of Area 
Banner 4 ._------_._----_ .. _-----------_.--------._.--._---- ••. -- ======================== --.----.----------.---------~------.- ============-====.====: 

Children Publ ic Non-publ ic Public High College Men/non- Hen! Women/non- Women/ Hediun/ 
All in school school school/low school Some graduate college- college- college- college- large small" """ _ 

Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city cftySt.IbU~"~', 
~_._.~__. _____ . _ ___ ~. __ _._. _____ . ____ .. ______ ._. ____ .... ______ ... __________________ . __ ._ . ______ • _. ___ 4_. _______________ _____ •.~~ 

-, ',~-~~:~ti:' 

Total 1002 379 190 189 278 50 109 334 279 386 " 209 284" 218 288 209 256 213::~ 

Hispanic 4% 6% 7X 5% 6% 9)( 6% 4% 6% 3% 3% 5% 5% 3% 10% 3% 

White 80% 80% 82% 78% 79)( m 77X 78% 78% 84% m 82% 80% 81% 62)( 84% .:"
Black 10% 9)( 6% 12% 10% 10% 14% 13" 10% 7'X 13% 6lC 10% 10% 22% 7'X 


Asian 1)( 1% -J- 1% 1% 1% 2% 1% 


Other 4% 4% 3% 4% 4% 2% 3% 3% 5% 4% 3% 5% 5% 4% 3% 4% 4% . 5X;; 


Refused 1% 1% " 2% 1% 2% 1% 1% 2% 1% 2% 
 1% 1% 



~ 
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~ 

:0 ..... 
~ 
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Col,1.I!llIl 631 

1/31/97 

Q.F9a. In what religion were you brought up? 

1996 Vote 
Banner 1 ................ -......................... 


All Clinton Dole Perot 
'Voters voters voters voters 

ToUl 1002 418 327 56 

Protestant 55% 52% 61% 56% 


Cathol ic 28% 32% 23% 29% 


Jewish' 2X 2% lX 


Other l1X 11X 11X 15X 


None 2X 2X 2X 


Not sure/refused 2X 1X 2" 


=====c=••=IZ=••••=•.~~_~~j 
Both North

east 

237, 

47% 

PET E R D. HART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

National Education 

Study #4838, 


January'21-24, 1997 


.-.::~.~'~; 

Party Political 

Other Identification Ideology Priorities 


=============================== ................................................. ====:11=:=====:==_==== .-................................................. 

Cl inton Cl inton 

base swing Open to Not for Demo- Inde- Repub- Education Budget 
voters voters Clinton Clinton crats pendents llcans Left Center Right higher higher high 

\ 

318 151 233 299 418 210 374 313 335 328 334 197 453 

50% 51% 55% 62% 50% 53X 62X 49% 55X 63X 53% 61% 54% 

32% 33% 29% 20% ' 33% 27% 22X 32X 33% 18X ' 31X 23X 28X 40% 30% 15% 30X,r;, 
-. ";"~'.:+:(.... 

2X 2X 1X 1X 2X 1X 1X 1% 3% 2% 1% 2X 1% 1% 

12X 10X 10X 11X 13% 11% 14% 7% 14% 10X 13% 12% 6%"" 
3X 3X 2X 2% 3X 2% 2% 3% 1X 1% 2% 1% 2% 3% ' 

1X 1X 3X 4% 1X 4% 2% 1% 1% 4% 2% 2% 3% 2X 

9% 

'1% 

2 



PET E R O. H ART RES EAR ~ HAS SOC I ATE S 

ColUmn 631 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.F9a. In what religion were you brought up? 

Federal Type 
Educat ion Role Need For Change Of Change Local Schools National Standards National Test 

BaMer 2 -- •• -•••• ---- ••••• ====================== -- .••• -.--.~-.- =======================.--- •••• _-----.-._ •••• _._--_ ••• 
Keep Major Major 

All Favor Oppose the Major change/ change/ Just Favo'rable/ Favorable/ Not Strong Weak 
Voters more Mixed more· same changes Overhaul public private Positive fair Negative with feds not feds favorable supporters supporters 
_.~. __ ____ * ________ * ______ a _______ • _______ ._a __ .. _______________ •. ______ ._._. ___ ___ •• _ _____________ ._ •••. ______ ••• _~ 

-, 

TotaL 1002 491 201 282 446 326 209 352 159 527 202 , 247 531 309 116 361 403 
-_ .. 

Protestant 55% 50%, 62% 60" 57% 56% 50" 54" 52% 55% 55% 57% 52X 59% 63% 52% 54% 63% 

Cathol ic 28" 32% 24% 23" 27% 29% 28" 25% 35% 29% 27% 26% 33" 25% 17% 31% 28% 21% 

Jewish 2% 2% 1% 2% 1% 2% 2% 3" 1% 1% 2% 1% 1% 1% 3% 1% 2% 1% 

Other 11% 11% 11% 11% 11% 9% 15% 13% 10% 10% 13% 11% 10% 10% 12% 12% 11% 11X 

None 2r. 3% 1% 2% 3% , 2% 3% 1% 2% 2%. 2% 3% . 1% 3% 3% 

Not sure/refused 2% 2% 2% 3% 2% 1" 3% 2% 1% 3% ,% 3% 1% 4% 2% 1% 



Religion 

136'-': 

~ 

::0 
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PET E R O. H ARt RES EAR C HAS S O_C I ATE S 

Column 631 National Education 

1/31/97 
Study #4838 

January 21-24, 1997 

Q.F9a. In what retigion were you brought up? 

Sex Age occupation _Nonretlred Income Race 
Banner 3 ••••• - •••••• ====:::==::::==::::::=:::::=:: ------._._._._ ••••••• _._.------ •• =============c======================= --_._.--- •• -. ==: 

-Profes' Yhite Blue White 
All 65 and slonals/ collar collar More than $50,000- $30,000- Less than evan-

Voters Men Women 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000 $30,000 Whites Blacks getlclls 
...--- --._ . ... ~. _._ .. -.... _._--- -------- --_._ .......•. ----.--- •..•••...••.•.•... -.. _... --- .... -. -- ..-. ---_.- .•..•..•• 


Total 1002 494 508 139 200 238 246 176 212 209 221 220 136 163 238 188 805 97 


Protestant 55% 53% 57% 41X 46% 56% 62% 61% 53% 55% 55% 57% 50% 55% 54% 57% 51X 61X 100% 


Cathol ic 28% 30% 26% 29% 34% 30" 22% 25" 32% 21X 26" 30X 36" 28" 27% 22% 21X 10% 100% 


Jewish 2" 1% 1% 3% 2% 1% 1% 1% 3% 2" 1" 4% 2" 2" 2% 


Other 11" 12" 11% 15" 13" 9% 12Y. 9" 1X 12" 14" 10" 6% 12" 13" 15" 10" 19% 


None 2" 2" 3" 5" 3" 2% 1" 1" 2" 2" 3" 1" 1" 1" 3" 5" 2" 3" 

,,, ,,,Not sure/refused 2" 2" 2" 1" 2" 2" 2% 3" 3% 2" 2" 3" 2" 1" 2" 1" 

...; 

.... ":' ~ . 

2 
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PET E R D. HART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Columrf 631 National Education 
StudY"4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.F9a. In what religion were you brought up? 

Children In Household Education Education: Sex 
Sanner 4 •••.. -........•...... --.- .. ---- •... --- •• ----- •. -- ...•• -- =============D========== ..••.....•••....••• __ . ____ ......••... 

Children Public Non-public Publ ic High . College Men/non- Men/ Women/non- Women/ 
All in school school school/low school Some graduate college- college- college- college- Large 

Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence.or less college or more educated educated educated educated city 
..... "' ... -_ .......... .._---- ---- .... ---.------ .... - ..... - - ...... --_ ....... ---_.-- ...•..... -.- ..... -- .......... 


Total 1002 379 190 189 278 50 109' 334 279 . 386 209 284 218 288 209 

Protestant 55:1: 51:1: 51X 51X 54X 49% 49% 58X 55X 53X 54X 52:1: 61:1: 55:1: 51X 

Catholic 28X 33:1: 35:1: 30:1: 29% 41X 30% 26:1: 27% 30:1: 26X 33:1: 24% 27% 33:1: 

Jewish 2X 1% 1X tx tx 2% tx tx 2:1: t:l: 2X 2% 1X 

Other t1% t1X 9% 13% 12X 8% t7% 11% 13% 11% to% 10%14" 
None 2% 2% 3" 2:1: 2% 3% 1% 2% 3X 1% 3% 

Not sure/refused 2% 2% 4% 2% 2% 1% 2% 3% 2X 2% 2:1: 2% 

HediUll/ 
small 
city 

25X 

1% 

t 1% 11% 

3% . 3% 

2X 1% 

.. j 

14% 11% 

2% 

1% 

http:confidence.or


Mid
west· 

234 

20X 

31% 

6% 

43% 

~ 

:0-
~ ;z:
:.:.; 
:0 
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:t 
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::tl a 
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P ~ T ~R D. H ART RES EAR C H . ASS 0 C I ATE S 

Column 632 National Education 
Study 1'14838 

1/31/97 January 21'24, 1997 

Q.F9b. Yould you describe yourself as either a fundamentalist or an evangelical Christian, or would you not describe yourself that way? * 

1996 Vote 
Banner 1 -.---.- •• -.•• -- •• ---. 

All Cl inton Dole Perot 
Voters voters voters voters 

•• _ •• -- --_ •• - ____ a. 

Total 1002 418 327 56 

Fundamentalist/ 17% 14% 22% 15% 
evangelical/both 

Neither 32% 32% 34% 33% 
. fundamentalist or 
evangel ical 

Not sure .6% 6% 6% 8% 

Non-Protestants 45% 48% 38% 44% 
(Q.F9a) 

. 
* Asked only of Protestants (Q.F9a). 

Party Political 
Other Identification Ideology Priorities 

=============================== ••.•.• -._.--_.- •• -.•• -_ =====::==========C== ____ e. ___ ._. ___________ 
Cl inton Clinton 

base swing Open to Not for Deino· Inde' Repub· Education Budget Both North' 
voters voters Clinton Clinton crats pendents II cans left Center Right higher higher high east 

_. __ •• ________ ------. --._-- _._---._ ........... _. --_ .. - ------_.
\ 

318 151 233 299 418 210 374 313 335 328 334 197 453 237 

13% 17% 16% 23% 14% 16% 21% 11% 16% 24% 13% 15% 20X 12% 

30% 33% 34% 31% 29% 31% 35% 29% 36% 32% 34% 38% 28% 31% 

8% 1% 5% 8% 7% 6% 6% 9% 3% 8% 6% 8% 6% 4% 

49% 49% 45% 38% 50% 47% 38% 51% 45% 36% 47% 39% 46% 53% 



PET E R O. HART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 632 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

Q.F9b. Would you describe yourself as either a fundamentalist or an evangelical Christian, or would you not describe yourself that way? * 

Federal Type 
Education Role Need For Change Of Change Local Schools National Standards National 

Banner 2 ----.---.-~---~- •• ====================== .•• _------ ••• -- ======================= --_ •• -••• -- ••. ---_ .•••••••• -- •• 
Keep Major Major 

Al l Favor Oppose the Major change! change! Just Favorable! Favorable! Not Strong Weak 
Voters more Mixed more same changes Overhaul public private Positive fair Negative with feds not feds favorable supporters supporters sUppOt-...... - ... -...... --'~-.- ..... - ~---.-- ----_._- ---~-~- ~-.:~-. -------- --_.- ~------- ---------~ ---------- --------- ---------

Total 1002 491 201 282 446 326 209 352 159 527 202 247 531 309 116 361 403 

Fundamentalist! 17% 13X 24X 19X 15X 191 18X 17% 21X 15X 18X 20X -16X 18X 20X 14X 191 
evangellcal!bOth 

Neither 32X 30X 33X 34% 35X 32X 26X 32X 25X - 33X 30X 31X 31X 31X 37% 33X 
/', 

291 33X: 
fundamentalist or .':~'" . ".:''''evange l i ca l 

Not sure 6X 7% 5X 7% 7% 5X 7% 5X 6X 6X 7% 6X 5X 10X 6X 5X 

Non-Protestants 45% SOX 38X 40% 43% 44X 491 46X 48X 46X 45X 43X 48X 41X 37% 48% 
(Q.F9a) 

" 

* Asked only of Protestants (Q.F9a). 



.. \". ·"·:·~J~·r:tlt, 

~ 

::tI 
~ 
~ 

::tI 
""'1 
~. 

as 

::0 

~ 
~ 
::0 
C")
:r: 
G) 
::0 o 
c: 
\J 

PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 632 National Education 

1/31/97 
Study #4838 

January 21-24, 1997 

Q.F9b. Yould you describe yourself as either a fundamentalist or an evangelical Christian, or would you not describe yourself· that way? * 

Sex Age Occupation Nonretired Income Race 
Banner 3 --~.----.-.- ==:================:========== •• --~.----.--.---- •• --.--.- ••••• - =========.==:==~=============C.Q:==== ............ . ..".. 

Profes- IJhlte . Blue Ilhi te 
All 65 and sionalsl collar collar More than $50,000- $30,000- less than evan-

Voters Men Yemen 18-2930-3940-4950-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000 $30,000 IJhites Blacks gelicals 

Total 1002 494 508 139 200· 238 246 176 212 209 221 220 136 163 238 188 805 .97 136 

Rel fgfon 

Ca 

--. ~ '.,
Fundamentalist/ 17% 16% 18X 14% 13X 15X 22X 20X 17% 14X 18% 17% 14% 15% 17% 20X 17% 28" 100" 
evangelical/both 

Neither 32X 32% 32% 26% 28X 36% 35% 31% 34% 34% 31" 31% 33X 37% 33" 26X 34% 32" 
fundamentalist or 
evangelical 

Not sure 6X 5X 7% 7-X 5X 5X 5" 10X 2% 7% 9X 3X 3X 4% 11X 6X 7%6" 
Non-Protestants 45% 47% .43X 53% 54" 44" 38% 39% 47% 45" 45% 43% . 50X . 45" 46" 43% 43X 33" 100" \ 
(Q.F9a) 

* Asked only of Protestants (Q.F9a). 

"! 



' 

PET E R D. H A R·T RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Collllll'l 632 National Education 
Study #4838 

1131197 . January 21-24. 1997 

Q.F9b. ijouid you describe'yourself as .either a fundamentalist or an evangelical Christian, or would you not describe yourself that way? * 

Children In Household Education Education: Sex 
~ ___ .k_ ... _.~ ....• ___ ._ .. ______ . ___ •__________ . ______ ••. ======================== _. _____ ..... _____ •. ___ ._~ .. ____ ..... _Banner 4 
Children Public Non-public . Public High College Men/non- Men/ ijomen/non- . ijomen/ Med I1.11\1 

All in school school school/low school Some graduate college- college- coltege- college- Large small 
Voters household Fathers Mothers ,children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city, city 
_.. _-- ------_.- ------- -----.- -------- ---------- ---------- ----_.- ---._.- ---._._. -------- ._------ -._------- ------.- *---- •.. ---- . 

Total 1002 379 . 190 189 278 50 109' ' 334 279 386 209 284 218 288 209 256 

Fundamentalist/ 17'% 14X 13X 15% 14X 15% 13% 20% 15% 15X 18X 14% 22X 16% 19% 19% 
evangelical/both 

Neither 32X 31X 33X 34X 30~ 28X 29% 34X 33X 30X 33X 29% 34% 28X 27'% 33X• 29Xfundamentalist or 
evangelical 

Not sure 6X 6X 5X 7'% 6X 4% 8X 9% 5X 5X 6X 4X 10% 5% 4% llX 4" 61r-" 
'~~'~7 

Non-Protestants 45X 49% 49% 49% 46% 51% 51X 42% 46% 47% 46X 49% 39% 45% 49%. 43% 
(C.F9a) 

-' 
/ 

* Asked only of Protestants (Q.F9a). 
,::1:;. .. 
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Column 505 

1/31/97. 

GENDER 

Banner 1 

Total 

Male 

Female 

1996 Vote 
.... _- ... -..•.. _-._-

All Clinton . Dole Perot 
Voters voters voters voters 

1002 418 327 56 

49X 42X 54X 57X 

51X 58X 46X 43X 

PET E R D. KART RES EAR C HAS SOC 1 ATE S 

National Education 

Study #4838 


January 21-24, 1997 


.(: 

':-.' 

i? 
Party Political 


Other Identification Ideology Priori ties 

=============================== .. -••.. -••.•. -•••....•• ====:::::a=_:::=:::: ---- ... ----.-----.--- .• ==============a========= 
Clinton Clinton 

base swing Open to Not for Demo- Inde- Repub Education Budget 80th North-
voters voters Clinton Clinton crats pendents licans left Center Right higher higher high east . .--- ... -._._.--. _.--_ . . -_ ... ~.--. 

318 151 233 299 . 418 210 374 313 335 . 328 334 197 453 237 

43X 44X 53X 56X 43X 53X 54X 42X 51X 55X 48X 65" 44X 49X 

57X 56X 47X 44X 57X 47X· 46X 58X 49X 45" 52X 35X 56X 51X 

Area 

._ .... _._. 
234· 

48X 51X 

52X 49X 



PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I AT E.S 

Column 505 National Education 
Study #4838 

1/31!97 January 21-24, 1997 

GENDER 

Federal Type 
Education Role Need For Change Of Change Local Schools National Standards National Test 

Bamer 2 ====================== -.------.-~---- ======================= -------_._._---_ •• _-_ •• __ •• _.•• 
Keep, Major Major . 

Al I favor Oppose the Major change! change! Just Favorable! Favorable! Not Strong Weak 
Voters more Mixed more .same changes Overhaul public private Positive fair Negative with feds not feds favorable supporters supporters SUI~,rt,a~s~ 

Total 1002 491 201 2,82 446 326 209 352 159 527 202 247 531 309 116 361 403 

Male 49X 45X, 49X 56X 49X 48X .S3X 45X 60X 47X 47X 56X 48X 47X 62X 50X 47X 


Female 51X 55X 51X 44X 51X 52X 47X 55X 40X 53X 53X 44X 52X 53X 38X 50X 53X 42X ': 


.. 

"'l"~ " 
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Column 505 

1/31/97 

GENDER 

Banner 3 

Total 

Male 

Female 

PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

National Education 

Study #4838 


January 21-24, 1997 


,:' 

Sex Age Occupation Nonretired Income Race Ret igion 
==========~=:========================_________ ••. ============================== ______ ._. ________ 4 _______________ _____ .. ___ ._. ======_==_====a _ 

Profes- white Blue 
All 65 and sionals/ collar collar More than $50,000- $30,000- Less than 

Voters Men Women 18-29 30-39 40-49 5~-64 over managers workers workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000 
____ •••• __ •• _._._ ••• ___ ._ • __ ••••• _4 ••••••• ___.~. 

1002 494 508 139 200 238 246 176 212 209 221 220 136 163 238 188 805 

4~ 100X 55X 52X 51X 471 43% 50X 48% 69X 45X 54X 571 54X 3~ 4~ 

51X 100X 45X 48X 4~ 53X 571 50% 52% 31% 55% 46X 43X 46X 61X 51X 

White 
evan

$30,000 Whites Blacks gelicals U-

97 

-46X 

54X 

136 

45X 

55X 471 



PET E R O. H A R'T RES E A·R C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Colunn 505 National Education 
Study #4838 

1131197 January 21-24, 1997 

GENDER 

Children In Household Education Education: Sex Type of Area _"o';W~;
Banner 4 ======================== ••.•• -~.-- •• --.- ••• - •• --.--.--- •• --.- ============::=:::ra===I!==D~~_=::.~;~~ 



1/31/97 

PET E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Colunn 506 

AREA 

1996 Vote 
Banner 1 -•• -.- ••• -- ••• -- ••• -~ 

All Clinton Dole Perot 
Voters voters voters voters 

Total 1002 418 327 56 

Hew England 6X 6X 5X 4X 

Mid-Atlantic 18X 20X 14X 13X 

Old south 22X 19X 27X 24X 

Oil South 10X 10X 9X 5X 

Industrial Midwest 16X 18X . 15X 26X 

. 6XAgricultural Midwest 7X 9X 8X 

~ Mountain \.lest 6X .5X 7X 6X
:tI 

\.lest Coast 15X 13X 17X 14X:2 
~ 
:tI 
""'t 

~ 
as 
::0 

~ 
~ 
::0 
() 
::t: 
G) 
::0 
a 
c: 

National Education 

Study #4838 


January 21-24, 1997 


~ 

Party
. Other Identification 

===============;=:============= -~- •• ---------------.--
Cl inton Cl inton 

base swing Open to Not for Demo- Inde- Repub
voters voters Clinton Clinton crats pendents licans 

........... - ....................................... .. -_ ........ 


318 151 233 299 418 210 374 

6X 7X 6X 5X 5X 10X 5X 

22X 21X 16X 13X 22X 13X 16X 

20X 17X 22X 28X 19X 21X 27X 

9X 11X 6X 12X 10X 11X 9X 

17X 17X 22X 12X 19X 18X 13X 

9X 8X 4X 6X 7X 9X 5X 

4X 5X ·6X 7X 4X 5X 7X 

13X 14X 18X 17X 14X 13X 18X 

Pol itlcal 
Ideology 

==================== 
Priorities Area 

Left Center 
- ........................ 

Right 
Education Budget 

higher higher 
Both Horth
high east 

Mid
west South. 

313 335 328 334 197 453 237 234 322 

6X 

. 19X 

6X 

23X 

5X 

12X 

5X 

20X 

5X 

13X 

6X 

18X 

25X 

75X .'" 

21X 17X 30X 20X 25X 24X 

9X 10X 10X 10X 12X 9X 

16X 20X 12X 17X 15X 16X 71X 

8X 7X 6X 5X 8X 8X 29X· 

4X 6X 7X 5X 9X 4X 

17X 11X 18X 18X 13X 15X 

/' 

70X 

-0 



0 

P EOT E R D. H ART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Columri 506 National Education 
Study #4838 

1!31{97 January 21-24, 1997 

AREA 

Federal Type 
Education Role Need For Change Of Change local- Schools National Standards National Test 

Banner 2 ------------0------ ====================== -""'--"'--" ======================= .-...•._-- ........-..... __ ... -. 

Keep Major Major' 

All Favor Oppose the Major change! change! Jus~ Favorable! Favorable! Hot Strong Weak 

~~::~~ .~~: Mixed ••~~: .~~ ~~~~~:~ ~:~~~~~ .~~~~ ~~~~~:: ~~~~:~~: .~~~~ ~:~~:~~: .~~:~.~~~ ••~~:.~~~ ~~~~~~~~: ~~~::~~ ~~~::~~-~~~ 
Total 1002 491 201 282 446 326 209 352 15'9 527 202 247 531 309 116 361 -403-': ;~j:0 

Hew Engl and 6% 7% 5% 5% 7% 6% 3" 5" 4" 8% 5" 3" 7% 4% 6" 7X 5" 


Mid'Atlantic 18% 19% 21% 13% 18% 18% - 16% 17% 16" 20" 16" 16" 20" 15" 11" 23" 15" 13% 


Old South 22% 20% 26% 25% 20% 24% 25% 23% 27% 18% 28" 25% 21% 25% 23% 23" 23% 22% 


Oil South 10% 10% 8% 9" 10% 10% 9% 10% 9X 8" 12" • 12% 9X 10% 11" 8" 12% 8% 


Industrial Midwest 16% 17% 15% 18% 19X 13" 17X 17X 11" 19" 13" 13" 17X 19X 12% 16" 15" 18% 


Agricultural Midwest 7% - 6" 6% 8% 8% 7% 6" 6% 8% 9" 7% 3X7X 7X 8" 6X 8" : 8X'. 


Mountain West 6% 5% _5% 7% 6% 7X 3" 5% 6% 6" 5" 6% 4% 6% 10" 4" 5% 


West Coast 15% 16X 14% 15X 12% 15% 21" 17% 19% 12" 14" 22" 15" 14" 19X 13% 17X 
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, 
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PET E R' D. HART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Colum 506 National Education 

Study #4838 


1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 


AREA 

Sex Age Occupation Nonretired Income Race Religion
Banner 3 _.-._.- •• _-- ============================== •___ •___ •• __ .~ ___ ._a_._. ___ ._ .. ~~ ==================================a== ~ •••••• _a ... _ ===:====a==••== . 

Profes- White Blue 
All 65 and sionaisl collar collar More than $50,000- $30,000- less than 

Voters Men Women. 18-2930-3940-49 50-64 over managers workees workers Retirees $75,000 $75,000 $50,000------ _._.- ._. __ . _._.- ._ ... _._-- ._--. ---.-- .---.--~ ._._--- --- .. -- .-.".. -.. ---._ .... ----_ ... --_ .... - ... -_ .... -_.-.
Total 1002 494 508 139 200 238 246 176 212 ~09 221 220 136 163 238 188 805 

New England 6"; 6"; 6"; 3"; 9X 7X 5"; 6% 8"; 5"; 6"; 6% 11"; 6X 6"; 2X 7X 

Mid-Atlantic 18"; 18% 18"; 14X 16% 23% 17X 17X 23X 16% 17X 16% 20X 24X 17X 16X 17X 

Old South 22X 23% . 23X 24X 19X 23% 23"; 23% 20"; 23X 22"; 23X 22X 25X 18X 22X 22% 39X 31X 7X 

'Oi I South 10X 10"; 9"; 14X 9X 10"; 10X 5"; 11X 11X 11"; 6% 8X 7X 11X 15"; 8"; 11% 6X l1X 

Industrial Midwest 16X 16"; 17X 16X 19X 14': 18X 15% 16"; 16% 19"; 14X 17X 14X 19X 19X 17X 16% 17X 18X 

Agricultural Midwest 7X 6X 7X 5X 5% 8% 4X 11% 4X 6% 8% 10% 4X 6% 7X 8% 8% 2% 12% 7X 

i? Mountain West 6X 6X 5X 7X 8% 5% 7X 3% 7X 4X 5% 5X 4X 5X 7X 7X 6"; 2X 2% 6,,; 

West Coast 15"; 15% 15X 17X 15% 10% 16X 20"; 11"; 19% 12X 20% 14"; 13X 15"; 11% 15"; 8% 14%::a-:c!;:z: 
:t=.::a ..... 
~ 
:c! 
G') 

:::0 

~ 
~. 
:::0 
C') 
:t: 
G') 
:::0 
a 
c: 
'l:l 

White .': ,::. 
evan- Catho--'~' 

$30,000 Whites Blacks gelicats t 

97 

5% 

22X 13X 
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PET E R D_ HART RES EAR C HAS SOC I ATE S 

Column 506 National Education J 

Study #4838 
1/31/97 January 21-24, 1997 

AREA 

Children In Household Education Education: Sex Type Of Area. .-'_",<1 
Banner 4 •• _- •.•••• -.••••.• -••• _--- •• _--_ ••• _-- ••••. - .••• _-._ •• _. ==:::=============:===== -*------.------------------.--_._---- =========~====:====.=~==~~] 

Children Publ ic Non-public Public ,High College Men/non- Men! Women/non-' Women! ,MediLJll/' 
All in school school school/low school Some graduate college- college- college- college- Large small' 

Voters household Fathers Mothers children children confidence or less college or more educated educated educated educated city city 
. .--_.--- .. --. __ .. --- .. -- ---- ......- ..... -. -"---- .... -_ ... -- ._----- -------- -------- _._----- ---------- ---._._- ----- . __ ._-

Total 1002 379 190 189 278 50 109 334 279 386 209 284 218 288 209 256 

New England '6% 7X 6% 7X 6% 4% 3% 5" 5% 7X 5% 5" 4% 8% 1% 4% 9X-9X·. 

Mid-Atlantic 18% 22% 22% 22% 23% 18% 22" 19X . 14% 19% 20% 16% 18% 17X 19X 11% 1ax 22% 

Old South 22% . 22" 23% 21% 24% 20X 27X 23% 21% 23% 22% 23% 21% 24% 18% 27X 18% 25% 
.... 

Oi l South 10% 10X 11% 10% . 10% 10% 10% 8% 10% 11% 9X 12% 9% 9X 14% 10% 6% 8% 

Industrial Midwest 16% 14% 14% 15% 13% 22% 14% 19% 14% 16% 17X 16% 17X 16% 15% 

Agricultural Midwest 7X 8% 7X 8% 7X 10% 4% 10% 7X 5% 8% 5% 10% 5% 5" 
Mountain West 6% 7X 7X 6% 7X 6% 7X 5% ix 5% 6% 6% 6% 5% 7X 

West Coast 15% 10% 10% 11% 10% 10% 13% 11" 22% 14% 13% 17X 15% 16% 21% 

'" 'C·O".'·.. • . 

9X 

61 
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'PETER D. HART RES~6HASSOCIATES. INC. Interviews: 1002 interviews 
1724 Connecticut Avenue~ NW Dates: January 21-24.1997 
Washington. DC 20009 
(202) 234-5570 

FINAL 

Study #4838 
National Education 
January 1997 

49 Male 
51 Female 

[5] 

AREA TYPE 

o 
SAMPLE POINT 

L--...J---L...--.....II 
FORM 

0 January 

DATE 

[6] [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] [12] . [13] [14] 

1a. Ate you currently registered to vote at this address? 

Registered ......................................... 100 
Not registered ................................... . 

Not sure· .................. ::........... :.......... . 

CONTINUE 
TERMINATE AND 00 NOT 
COUNT TOWARD QUOTA 

[15] 

1b. Did you vote in the election for president this past November. when the candidates were Bill Clinton, Bob Dole. 
and Ross Perot? (IF "YES" ASK:). For whom did you vote - Bill Clinton. Bob Dole, or Ross Perot? 

Yes. voted ...~.................................... 
Bill Clinlon.............. ........................... 
Bob Dole ............ _............................ 
Ross Perot.. ..... :............................... 
RefusediOther.(VOL) ...................... 

No, did not vote ................................. 
Not sure ....................... :.................. 

42 
33 
5 

20 

CONTINUE 

TERMINATE AND 00 NOT 
COUNT TOWARD QUOTA 

.[16] 

1c. And in the election for U.S. House of Representalivesthis past November. did. you vote for the Democratic 
candidate or the Republican candidate in your district? 

Voted for Democratic candidate ........ 
Voted for Republican candidate ........ 
Other (VOL) .......... ............................. 
Did not vote (VOL) ............................ 
Not sure/can't recall.......................... 

43 
43 
3 
2 
9 

[17] 

2. Thinking about the way things are going in the country these days, would you say that you are very satisfied, 
somewhat satisfied. somewhat dissatisfied. or very dissatisfied with the direction of the country Ihese days? 

Very satisfied .................................. ::. 
Somewhat satisfied .......... ..... ........ .... 
Somewhat dissatisfied ...................... 
Very dissatisfied ........................... ..... 

Not sure........................................... 

5 
41 
33 
19 
2. 

[18] 
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',: 't\3. 	 \NtIa! do you feel are the most important issues, problemS,.or' goals ~t you personally w~uld Ii~e to seethe 
. President and Congress do something about? \Nhatisslies do you think should be the top priorities for the 
President and Congress to work on? . 

(PROBE FOR MULTIPLE RESPONSES:) Are there any other Issues, problems, or goals that you wCluld like to 
see the President and Congress do something about? [19-22] 

Education 21% 

Crime, violence 14 

Welfare reform 12 

Balancing the budget 12 

Health care 11 

Social Security issues 10


-Don1know;norespOnse------------------------,.------3%--

4. 	 Generally speaking, do you approve or disapprove· of the job Bill Clinton is doing as president? . (IF 
"APPROVE" OR "DISAPPROVE," ASK:) Do you strongly (approve/disapprove) of the job Bill Clinton is doing 
as president, or just somewhat (approve/disapprove) of the job he is doing? 

Strongly approve............................... . .18 [23] 

Somewhat approve;...............,.......... ' 46 

Somewhat disapprove ................;..... . 17 

Strongly disapprove .......................... 15 

Not sure........................................... 4 


5. 	 I'm going to read you some goals that President Clinton might work on in his second term. For each one I 
mention, please rate how important you personally consider that goal to be-(a) an extremely important' goal 
that's one of the top few priorities you want the President to work on: (b) a very important goal that's nearthe 
top of your priorities: (c) a somewhat important goal that you would put in the middle of your priorities, or (d) a 
less important goal you would put lower down in your priorities for the President to work'on. 

How would you personally rate the importance of (READ ITEMHo you consider it to be: (a) an extremely 
important goal that's one of the top few priorities you want the President to work on; (b) a very important goal 
that's near the top of your priorities: (c) a somewhat important goal that you would put in the middle of your' 
priorities, or (d) a less important goal you would put lower down in your priorities for the President to work on? 

THIS TABLE HAS BEEN RANKED BY THE PERCENTAGE WHO SAY EXTREMELY IMPORTANT 

Extremely Very Somewhat less Not 
Im~rtant .lmQortant ImRQrtant Im~rtant Sure 

Improving education and the schools ...... . 48 40 6 5 1 [25] 

Reducing crime and violence-................ 48 37 1.1 3. 1 [27] 
, 

Moving people from welfare to work •...... 44 39 14 2 [28] 

Protecting Social Security and 
Medicare-............................................... 43 33 18 5 1 [31] 

Balancing the federal budget ................... 40 37 17 5 [26] 

Improving health care coverage for 
children .................................................... 38 41 15 3 3 [30] 

Reducing the federal tax burden on 
average families ....................................... 36 37 21 5 [32]. 

Helping families afford college and 
vocational training  ................................. 26 40 23 10 [29] 

Reforming the campaign finance laws • .• 15 29 35 18 3 [24] 

* Asked of one-half the respondents (FORM A). 
- Asked of one·half the respondents (FORM B). 

http:problemS,.or


-------------------------------------------------

.' .~ . 
••. >.' 

: ,; ~ ~ ::j .':. ' I 

"'~ 6. 	 Now,l'd like to get your opinion about howwetl different programs and aspects of our society are wOr1dng::For, 
each item I mention, ~ please tell me whether you think: (a) it works pretty well as it exists now, (b) some 
changes are needed, but basically should be kept the same, (c) major changes are needed, or (d) a complete 
overhaul is needed. 

VVhen you think about (READ ITEM) , do you think: a) it works pretty weir as it exists now, b) some changes 
are needed, but basically should be kept the same, c) major changes are needed. or d) a complete overhaul is 
needed. 	 . 

Works Some Major Complete 
pretty Changes Changes Overhaul Not .. 
Well .~ Sure.~~ 

Social Security ........................................ , •.•••• 18 36 20 23 3 [33} 


The federal income tax system•••..•...••••...•••.. 13 32 22. 30 3 [34} 

Medicare ................................. ; ............. ~......... 18 37 23 15 7 [35] 


The public education system ........................ 9 35 3~ 21 2 [36] 


·7. 	 Turning specifically now to the issue of education, what are the most important things you'd like to see the 
President and Congress do when it comes to the issue of education? VVhat do you feel the most important 
goals should be for the President and Congress in dealing with the issue of education? 

(PROBE FOR MULTIPLE RESPONSES:) Are there any other· things you'd particularly like to see the 
President and Congress do when it comes to the issue of education? • [37-40] 

Education funding 	 16% 

Raise the standards 	 11 

Get back to the basigs 	 9 
Equal education Jor all students 	 8 
More qualified teachers 	 8 
Don't know; no response 	 8% 

• Asked of one-half the respondents (FORM A). 

8a. 	 How much' do you trust President Clinton to have the right kinds of policies for dealing with the issue of 
education - do you trust President Clinton a lot, a fair amount, just some, or very little when it comes to dealing 
with the issue of education? 

Trust a lot... .........••....... ;..... 22 [41} 
Trust a fair amount ....•..•... 36 
Trust just some................. .17 
Trust very little ................. ; 22 

Not sure.......................... 3 


8b. 	 How much do you trust the Republicans in Congress to have the right kinds of policies for dealing with the 
issue of education - do you trust the Republicans in Congress a lot, a fair amount, just soine, or very little 
when it comes to dealing with the issue of education? 

Trust a lot. ...•..,.................. 9 [42] 

Trust a fair amount ........... 32 

Trust just some .... ............. 29 

Trust very little .................. 27 


Not sure ................ ; ......... : 3 
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'. . . "'.',; .,! ,". 

,Generally speaking, ,',you' 

..... .~ :';~;C(ir;f;.~~:¥5~i~~'~r'i;~:\ ":" ,'," 
'0 ,StUdy'#4838-page~~.~,i:' , ' :'v.~j 

" '~.. .'. .~.' '.' <\!':""'~:>~:.::::,:·~;,:'~i;", 
the quality of the public schools\nthe1"iation today-excellent, gOOd,: \'J~.i),;:: :,~;/~~;}~,~>, 

just fair. not so good, or pcx:)I:'rrOR 'Thinking about the country overall. :hoW would you rate the qualitYo(th'e~; >:",: ;", 
education students receive in:~e- public schools today-excellent, good,no(so good. or poor? ** .. ', " ' 

All 
Y2.m FormA • Form a "* 


Excellent....••••;•.•..•••••••..•••. 2 1 2 [43,45] 

, Good ................................ . 29 22 36 

Just fair ............................ . 31 45 17 

Not so good ................. : .. .. 20 14 27 

Poor................................. . 15 14 16 

Not sure.......................... 3 4 2 


. 	 .' . 
9b.d. 	 And how would you rate the quality of the public schools in your local communily-excellent. good, just fair. not 

so good. or poor? * OR And thinking about your own local community now. how would you rate the quality of 
the education students receive in your local public schools-excellent, good, not so good. or poor? 

All 
Voters FormA· Form a-


Excellent .......................... . 13 13 13 [44.46] 

Good ................................. 40 39 40 

Just fair ................ : ............ . 20 27 13 

Not so good....................... 13 8 18 

Poor........................ ; .......... ' ' 11 11 12 

Not sure...; ...................... . 3 ' 2 4 


10. 	 When it comes to meeting the educational needs of the country. which one of the following approaches would 
you be more likely to favor: (a), doing what is necessary to improve the quality of education in the public 
schools, or (b-FORM A) ysing tax-funded vouchers or tax deductions to help parents pay the cost of sending 
their children to private or religious schools, instead of public schools? or (b-FORM 8) using some of the tax 
money we now spend on public schools to help parents' pay the cost of sending their children to private or ' 
religious schools? , ' 

All 
Voters FormA " Form 8 


Improve quality of education in public schools .................. 69 69 69 [47,48] 

Vouchers for private or religious schools ........................... 26 25 26 

Depends (VOL)....................... ; ............. : .......................... . 2 3 2 

Not sure ....................................................................... ; .... 3 3 3 


11a: 	 From'what you knoW, do you feel that the federal govemment is doing too much, doing too little. or doing the 
tight amount when it comes to dealing with the issue of education? 

Doing too much................... ; ............. . 15 [49] 

Doing too little .................................. .. 61 

Doing the tight amount ..................... . 15 

Not sure ......... : ................................ . 9 


11 b. 	 Looking ahead, which concems you more-a) that the federal govemment will get too involved in the issue of 
education and interfere with things that are better left to the states and local communities; or b) that the federal 
govemment will not be involved enough in doing what's necessary to improve our schools and meet the 
country's educational needs? 

.Federal govemment will get too involved ................. 47 [50] 

Federal govemmentwill not be involved enough..... 44 

Both/neither (VOL) .................................................. 5 

Not sure...................... :............................................ 4 




·.,' . 
, .'. 

I'm going to read you , "th~ un~rtance of having national ~eaders,'suCh as the President, 
make public education ' hext few years. For each one, please tell me whether you think that 
statement gives a verY N'l"vir''''rln reason'for making public education a top national priority, a fairty convincing 
reason, a somewhat ' reason. 'or not that convincing a reason for making public education a top 
priority. 

THIS TABLE HAS BEEN RANKED BY THE PERCENTAGE ~O SAY VERY CONVINCING REASON 

Very Fairty Somewhat Not That 
Convincing Convincing Convincing Convincing Not 
,Reason , Reason ' Reason A Reason Sure 

We need strong schools ~ dear, 
standards of achievement and discipline 
to help instill the knowledge, values; 
and citizenship that are so important to 
our society·.••...••.••, ............................ :. 65 19 10 5 1 (55] 

Now more than ever. it takes a good 
education to get a good job, and we . 
need to make sure that Americans can 
get the kind of education and training 
they need to get ahead ...................... ; , 20 10 7 1 (53] 

Quality education is the key to 
America's sucCess in the new global' 
economy, and we need to make sure 
that our schools and universities are 
providing the wortd-class education and 
training we'll need to keep America's 
economy in the forefront· .................. .. 60 21 13 5 (51] 

Education is our country's way of 
providing real hope and opportunity for 
all Americans to improve themselves 
and live up to their potential, regardless 
of their economic circumstances· ...... . 58 24 11 5, 2 (52] 

We live in a time of rapid change, 
including new technology. and we need 
a clear national commitment to make 
sure that our schools are able to keep 
up with the changes and new demands 
for excellence as we head into the 21 st 
century" ............................................. . 57 22 12 . 8 1 (56] 

The public schools have always been 
the place where new generations of 
Americans have leamed about our 
nation's democratic values and 
traditions, and continuing that tradition 
is especially important now. as our 
society becomes increasingly diverse -, 38 24 18 19 1 (54] 

• Asked of one·half the respondents (FORM A) . 
.. Asked of one-half the respondents (FORM B). ' 
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, ,'.'; '~:", .. ' " .' 	 . '. . 
13. 	 Now I'm goingJomention some major goals thatnationahieade'rs;!sl:iCtlas ltJe President. might havelrdhe":;,:J(\,'\ 

area of eduCatiOn"andtraining. For each one I in~ntiOri:'p~atieteil 'me HOw important you personally consider:,' ' 
that goal to be- (a) an extremely important goal thaf,s'OrIe'ofltJe top few 'priorities you want ltJe President to ' 
work on: (b) a very important goal thafs near the top of your priorities; (c) a somewhat important goal that you 
would put in ltJe middle of your priorities, or (d) a less important goal you would put lower down in your priorities 
for the President to work on. ' 

How Would you personally rate the importance of (READ ITEM)-do you consider it to be: (a) an extremely 
important goal thafs one of the top few priorities you want the President to work on; (b) a very important goal 
thafs near the top of your priorities: (c) a somewhat important goal that you would put in the middle of your 
priorities, or (d) a less important goal you would put lower down in your priorities for the President to work on? 

THIS TABLE HAS BEEN RANKED BY THE PERCENTAGE WHO SAY EXTREMa. Y IMPORTANT 

Extremely Very Somewhat 'Less Not 
Im2Qrtant Im2Qrtant ·lm2Qrtant Imggrtant. Sure 

Making sure that all students have mastered 
the basics of reading, writing, and math by the 

,time they complete elementary school" .•••.•.. 69 26 2 2 [57] 

Having an all-out commitment to literacy 
programs to ensure that all children are able 
to read by the third grade" ........................... 59 33 4 3 1 [58] . 

Increasing ltJe level of diScipline and safety in 
the schools. with tough measures to keep 
guns and drugs out and to remove disruptive 
students to altemative schools"................... 57 30 'S 3 2 [68] 

Making sure that all schools have up-to-date 
textbooks and that school buildings are safe 
and in reasonable repair • .............................. 52 37 8 2 1 [69] 

Establishing meaningful standards for student 
achievement and performance, and making 
sure that students reach them before being 
awarded a high school diploma • ................... 49 39 8 4 [60] 

Getting schools more involved in emphasizing 
basiC values, such as personal responsibility, 
respect, and good citizenship ....................... 47 34 10 7 2 [66] 

Providing tax credits and deductions to help 
ensure that all qualified students are able to 
afford a college education • ............................ 41 38 16 4 [67] 

Establishing meaningful standards for student 
achievement and performance. and holding 
the education system accountable for 
achieving those standards ............................ 39 41 14 4 2 [61] 

Increasing opportunities for noO'-COliege
bound students, by expanding 
apprenticeships and school-t<>-work 

,,' prog'rams" ....................................................... 36 42 17 4 [65] 

Providing 'Hope Scholarships' that makes two 
years of community college available to every 
student who works hard and achieves good 
grades- ......................................................... 35 36 18 9 2 ,[64] 

Making a greater commitment to early 
. childhood education. 'by expanding the 
availability of pre-kindergarten and Head Start 
programs" ...................................................... 32 35 20 12 [631 

• Asked of one-half the respondents (FORM A). 
•• Asked of one-half the respondents (FORM 8). 



. ,,' 	 , ~:.', t:0.13 (cont'd) 	 extremely " Very Somewhat Less Not ," 
ImQQrtant Important ImQQrtant ImQortant ~. 

,', 

Making sure that every school has computers 
and is wired for the Intemet by the year 2000, 
so thatstudents can benefit from the new 
information superhighway  ........................... 30 34 21 12 3 

(70] 

Passing a new "G.I. Bill" for the 21 st century 
that gives people lifetime access to training 
and skill development throughout their 
worning careers * ................. ,........................... 19 31 30 17 3 [59] 

Instilling a spirit of reform and innovation in the 
public schools, with programs like charter 
schools to provide new altematives and 
greater choice  ............................................. 17 27 33 17 6 [62] 

• Asked of one-l1alf the respondents (FORM A). 
- Asked of one-half the respondents (FORM B).' 

14a. 	 What is your reaction to the idea of estabfishing meaningful national standards for what students should be 
expected to leam and achieve in basic skill areas such as reading' and math-very favorable, somewhat 
favorable. neutral, somewhat unfavorable,'or very unfavorable? 

. Very favorable ................. . 66' (71] 
Somewhat favorable ...... .. 18 
Neutral ............................ .. 8 
Somewhat unfavorable .... 3 
Very unfavorable .............. ' 4 

Not sure ......................... . 1 


14b. Would you say that we already have meaningful national standards for what students should be expected to 
, leam and achieve in basic skill areas such as reading and math. or that we do notcurrently have these kinds of 
national standards?' ' 

We already have national standards........................ 26 [72] 

We do not currently have national standards........... 59 

Some of both (VOL) ............................ :................... 6 


, Not sure................................................................... 9 


, 	 ' 

15a. 	 And do you think it is a good idea or a bad idea for the federal government to be involved in promoting 
national standards for students in basic skill areas such as reading and math? 

Good idea ......................... ;......................... 67 (73] 

Bad idea...................................................... 22 

Some of both (VOL).................................. 6 

Not sure .................................................. :. 5 
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AtAt~ntAi't1!::t about having the ,federal 

.o' f,' <, :'~-,;' {~~r~:~~~ .,' 
, 'Study #48~~g~18 

. . .', ;" ":.~~'l:,~:l~~\". 
involved In promoting natlonal';'·"'i'·'i1"~~,\":'·; j~ 

standards for students areas such as reading and math. After,yOu hear them both, please tell me :;"1,~,:;l, :i~i 
" ,.' one of these statements you 'agree with more. ' , ; , " , ',' ' "., .." 

Statement A: The federal govemment should be involved in promoting national standards, because we have 
a national interest asa country to encourage excellence in education for students wherever they live, and to 
hold schools more accountable for giving students the education they need. 

Statement B: The federal govemment should not be involved in promoting national standards, because 
federal involvement would mean too much interference with state and local control of public schools. ' 

Statement Alpro-involvement..................... 58 [74] 

Statement B/anti-involvement .......... :......... 35 

Some of both (VOL).................................. .6 

Not sure ............................. :...................... 1 


16a. 'There is some talk that President Clinton might propose new efforts by the federal govemment to encourage 
states and local school districts to particiPate in a nationai test to measure reading skills for all 4th grade 
students and math skills for all 8th grade students. ' 

What would your reaction be if President Clinton proposed new efforts by the federal govemment to encourage 
states and local school districts to participate in a national test to measure reading skills' for all 4th grade 
students and math skills, for all 8th grade students-very favorable, somewhat favorable, neutral, somewhat 
unfavorable, or very unfavorable? ' 

,Very favorable .................. 48 [75] 

Somewhat favorable ........ 29 ' 

Neutral.............................. 8 

Somewhat,unfavorable .... 7 

Very unfavorable ............~. 7 


Not sure.......................... 1 


16b. 	 Why would you feel that way if President Clinton proposed new efforts by the federal govemment to encourage ' 
states and local school districts to participate in a national test to measure reading skills for all 4th grade ' 
students and math skills for all 8th grade students? To your way of thinking, what are the, advantages or 
disadvantages of this kind of a national testing proposal? 

, (PROBE:) Are there any other reasons why you think it might be a goOd idea or a bad idea for the federal 
government to encourage states and local school districts to participate in a national test to measure reading 
and math skills? - [76-83] 

Net Advantages 	 65% Net Disadvantages 29% 

Have all states, country on the same level 21 Federal govemment should not be involved 12 

Need to know where we need to improve 17 It may not work for everyone 6 

Focus people on where our children should be 7 he cost of the testing 4 

It is a good idea , 6 It is not needed 3 

Will make teaching establishment more accountable 4 It is a waste of federal funding 2 

Don't know;'no response 7% 

- Asked of one-half the respondents (FORM B). 
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16c. 	 I'm going, t~::~you some realSOI1S might give for supporting ~ new effort by~tti~, fedend~i;:! :".;~ ",: 
government to encourage states . districts to participate in a national test to measure'~ea'diri9 :'" . 
and math· s.kills. For each one, . me whether you think it is a very convincing reason, a fairty ~ 
convincing reason, just somewhat of a co~vincing reason, or not that convincing of areason. . , 

THIS TABLE HAS BEEN RANKED BY THE PERCENTAGE WHO SAY VERY CONVINCING REASON 

Very Fairly Somewhat Not That 
. Convincing Convincing Convincing Corivincing Not, ' 
,Reason ~ Reason A Reason 'Sure . 

In a country where many people often move from ' 
state to state, we need a common national 
standard of what students should be achieving in 
basic skills such as reading and math ................. , 58 20 13 8 1 '[85]. 

American students consistently score less weD 
than students in Europe and Japan on measures 
of educational achievement, and we need a 
national effort to assure world-class standards of 
excellence in America's schools  ........................ ' 50 16 18 14 . 

Our schools today are promoting too many 
students who do not have basic skills they need; 
a national test could help reverse this trend, and 
target extra help to the students who need it•. ;...... . ' 49 20 16 14 1 [86} 

Parents and taxpayers deserve to have a way of 
knowing how well their schools are performing. 
and a national test will help make schools more 
accountable for their performance  ..............;...... . 48 ' 16 17 18 1 [88} 

A national test would give local communities a 
tool for knowing how well their schools are ..,., 
performing compared to schools all over the 
country • ......................................................... ,....... 44 28 16 11 1 [84} 

• Asked of one-half the respondents (FORM A). 
- Asked of one-halfthe respondents (FORM B). 

17a. 	 I'm going to mention some· different kinds of people and groups that could be involved in developing and' 
approving the kind of national reading and math test we have been talking about. For each one I mention, 
please ,tell me how much confidence you would have in that group being involved in developing and approving 
a national test-a great deal ofconfidence, a fair amount, just some, or very little confidence? 

How much confidence would you have in (READ ITEM) when it comes to developing and approving a national 
test-a great deal, a fair amount, just some, or very little? • 

THIS TABLE HAS BEEN RANKED BY THE PERCENTAGE WHO SAYA GREAT DEAL OR FAIR AMOUNT 

A Great A Fair Just Very Not 
Deal Some little .. ~~ 

Reading and math teachers............... 56 32 7 3 2 [90] 


The U.S. Department of Education .... 26 35. 19 16 4 [89] 


State and local school boards; ........... 22 38 20 18 2 [91] 


Testing experts................................... 25 33 19 18 5 [92} 


Business leaders ................................ 19 29 24 24 4 [93] 


Governors ........... : .................... : .......... 12 29 23 33 3 [94] 


• Asked of one-half the respondents (FORM A), 
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For each 0fIe. 
a very valuable use for a national test. a fairly valuable use, just 

'.1 ; ~-· "~ 

, ,17b.' I'~ going to mention some ways in which;a';naHonai reading and math test might be used. 
'. 'please tell me whether you think this, would.~ 

somewhat of a valuable use. or not really'a valuable use for a national test - . 

THIS TABLE HAS BEEN RANKED BY THE PERCENTAGE WHO SAYVERY VALUABLE 

V
Very 

aluable 
Fair1y 

Valuable 
Just 

Somewhat 
Not Really 
Valuable 

Not 
Sure 

A national test could help identify low-
performing schools that need to be 
improved................................: ............... 59 14 16 11 [97] 

A national test could be used to make 
sure that students have mastered the 
basics before being promoted to the 
next level ............ : ................................. 56 17 ,14 12 1 ,[98] 

A national, test could help identify low-
performing students who need extra 
'help and attention................................. 19 17 14 2 [95] 

A national test could help raise the 
standards of excellence that students 
are expected to achieve....................... 46 20 21 13 [96] 

- Asked of onEHlalf the respondents (FORM B). 

.17c. 	 Finally, some people say that the federal government should not be. involved!n establishing a national test in 
reading and math, because this will give the federal government too much power to create a national 
curriculum and a one-size..fits-all approach to education, when education should be under state and local 
control. ' 

Thinking back on ,everything we have discussed, who do you tend to agree with more-those who say that the 
federal government should be involved in encouraging states,and localschool districts to participate in a 
national reading and math test. or .those who say that the federal government should not get involved in 
national, student testing? 

Federal government should be involved............... 55 [9~] 

Federal government should not get involved........ 33 

Some'ofboth (VOL) ............................................ . 9 

Not sure .............................................................. . 3 


FACTUALS: These last few questions are for statistical purposes only. 

F1. 	 How old are you? (IF REFUSED. ASK:) Well"can you tell me which age group you belong to? Are you in the 
age group 18 to 24, 25 to 29. 30 to 34. 35 to 39, 40 to 44, 45 to 49. 50 to 54, 55 to 59, 60 to 64, or 65 and 
over? 

18-24............................ 5 [100] 

25-29............................ 9 

30-34............................ 9 

35-39............................ 11 

40-44............................ 13 

45-49............................ 11 

50-54............................ 9 

55-59............................ 8 

60-64............................ 7 

65 and over.................. 18 

Refused....................... . 




.. ·,F2. What type of woric do you do? 
'I",l 

Professionallmanager.•..•••...•..••...•....~............ 21 [101] 


White Collar woricer ........................................ 21 


Blue collar woricer •...••..•......•....••.........•..•.....•. 22 


Farmer............................................................ 1 


Student........................................................... 2 


Homemaker........................................... ......... 7 

,J, ." 

Retired............................................................ 22· 


Unemployed................................................... 3 


Never woricedlnot sure................................... 1 


F3. . What is the last grade you completed in school? 

Grade school............................................................ 2 [102], 

,Some high school..................................................... 6 

·High school graduate ........... ~.................................... . 25 

Some college, no degree ......................................... 19 

Vocational training, 2-year college ........................... 9 

4-year collegeJbachelor's degree ............................. 20 

Some postgraduate wori<, no degree ............. :......... 4 

2-3 years' postgraduate wori<, master's degree ....... 12 

Doctoral degreellaw degree ..................................... 3 

Not sure ................................................................. . 


F4a. What is your current marital status? 

Married .............................................. 66 [103] 

Single/never married ....... ~................. 16 

Divorced .................................... :....... 9 

Widowed ............ ;............................. 9 

Not sure/refused ............................ .. 


F4b. Do you have any children under age 181ivirig in.your household at this time? 

Yes, have children ...................... . 38 CONTINUE [104] 

No, do not have children ........... .. 62 SKIP TO Q.FSa 

Not sure ....................................... 


"..--'.. 
(ASK ONLY OF RESPONDENTS WHO SAY THEY HAVE CHILDREN 18 OR UNDER IN HOUSEHOLD IN Q.F4b.) 
F4c. Do the children in this household attend public school or private school, or are they not yet of school age? 

Yes, Have Children In School 

Have children in public school................................ 73 [105] 

Have children in private/paroctlial schooL............ 10 

Have children in both public and private schooL... 3 

Not sure what kind of schooVrefused ............. ........ 1 


No, Do Not Have Children In School.................... 13 

Not Sure If Have Children In School .................... . 
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(ASK EVERYONEt)\:",~~« .. ,: . " 1 


F5a. How would you describe your overall point of view in terms of the political parties? Would you say you are 

mostly Democratic, leaning Democratic, completely independent, leaning Republican, or mostly Republican? 


Mostly Democratic ............................ 30 [107] 

Leaning Democratic .....•...•....... :........ 12 

Completely independent................... . 18 

Leaning Republican ......................... 15 

Mostly Republican .•.••...•..•.........•...•.. 22 

Not sure........................................... 3 


, ,.. . 
F5b. 	 Thinking about your general approach to issues, do you consider yourself to be liberal, moderate, or 


conservative? . , 


Uberal ................................. ~.. 20 [108] 

Moderate ..... ~.......................... 41 

Conservative .......................... 35 

Not sure................................ 4 


F6. 	 How would you describe the area in which you live-a large city. a medium to small city. aSUbU~ near a city. a 

small town that is not near a city. or a rural or country area? . 


Large city......... :........................................ . 21 [109] 

Medium to small city :............................... . 26 

Suburb near a city..................................... 21 

Small town that is not near a city.......... :.. 18 

Rural or country area............................... 14 

Not sure .................................................. . 


F7. 	 If you added together the,yearly income of all the members of your family who were living at home last year, 

would the total be less than $10.000. between $10.000 and $20,000, between $20.000 and $30.000, between 

$30.000 and $40.000. between $40,000 and $50.000, between $50.000 and $75.000. between $75.000 and 

$100.000, or would the total be more than that? 


Less than $10.000................................... 6 [110] 

Between $10,000 and $20.000............... 10 

Between $20.000 and $30.000............... 14 

Between $30,000 and $40.000............... 16 

Between $40.000 and $50.000............... 13 

Between $50.000 and $75.000............... 18 

Between $75.000 and $100.000:............ 8 

More than $100.000 ..... :.......................... 6 

Not sure/refused.................................... 9 


F8. 	 Finally. are you from a Hispanic or Spanish-speaking background? (IF "NO," ASK:) What is your race-white, 

black. Asian. or something else? 


Hispanic.................................................. 4 [111] 

White .................. ; ......... : .................... ~..... 80 

Black ............................. ,.......................... 10 

Asian ................. :..................................... 1 

Other....................................................... 4 

Refused ................................................... 1 




. ' ~',", t . . 
F9a. ·In what religion were you brought up?,. :', 	

"r'::!,; . 
. ·.-1 
:: ~'" j 

Protestant•••.; ..................... ~:....... : .•... ~55 CONTINUE [131] 

Catholic ...; ................................... ' 28 

Jewish ......................................... , .• 2 SKIP TO 

Other ............................................. ,11 

None............................................ 2 VAUDATION 

Not surelretused .................. ~.... 2 


(ASK ONLY OF PROTESTANTS IN Q.F9a) 
. F9b. 	 Would you describe yourself as either a fundamentalist or an evangelical Christian, or would you not describe 

yourself that way? .. 

Yes, fundamentalistJevangelicaVboth ..................... 17 [132] 

No, neither fundamentalist or evangelicaL.............. 32 

Not sure ....;............................................................. 6 


Non-protestants (Q.F9a) .......................................... . 45 


I 
, \ 

\ 
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This report. presents the key findings of an in-depth national survey of the 

public's attitudes on the issue of education. The interviews for this survey were 

conducted between January 21 and 24, with a representative sample of1.002 

Americans who voted in last November's presidential election. 

The results of this slirvey clearly suggest that education is the right 

issue for President Cli.nton to take as a defining priority for his second 

term. Improving education is at the very top of the voters' agenda for 

presidential leadership (Q.3, Q.5)~. Moreover, President Clinton comes to this 

issue with a solid measure of credibility and trust (Q.Sa). 

What is especially striking about the response to education is the breadth 

of the audience for presidential leadership on this issue. Fifty-six percent of 

Democrats rate it as an extremely important goal for the President to work on. 

but so do 44% of Independents and 42% of Republicans. While vote,rs under the 

age of 30 and mothers with school-aged children are the most likely to rank 

education as an extremely important priority,. the emphasis on improving 

education and the schools cuts across occupational and income lines in away 

that few other issues do. 

Americans believe that the country's educational needs can best be met 

by doing what is necessary to improve the public schools, rather than by 
.. \ 
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promoting greater access to private alternatives (0.10). But Americans also 

believe that public schools have to change to make sure children are better 

, prepared to meet the challenges they face in today's world (0.6). 

The policy initiatives that resonate most strongly· with the public are 

the ones that respond mostdirectly to the desire to have "strong schools 

with clear standards of achievement and discipline, to help instill· the 

knowledge, values, and. citizenship that are so important to our children 

and our society." The test for schools'today is the degree to which they 

provide children with a' solid foundation in basic skills, in a safe arid 

disciplined environment. 

-
For this survey, we tested voters' reactions to 14 possible policy goals-

asking voters to rate each one on a four-part' scale ranging from "eXtremely 

important" to "less important" (0.13). 

Six goals clearly rank above the other eight as top priorities-with 47% or 

more rating each one of these as being extremely important. These six 

initiatives are: 

• 	 Making sure that all students have mastered the basics of reading, 
writing, and math by the time they complete elementary school (69% 
extremely important).. 

• 	 Having an all-out commitment to literacy programs to ensure that 'all 
children are able to read by the third grade (59% extremely important). 

• 	 Increasing the level of discipline and 'safety in the schools, with tough 
measures· to keep guns and drugs out, . and to remove disruptive' 
students to alternative schools' (57% extremely important). 
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• c Making sure that all students have up-to-date textbooks and school 
buildings that are safe and in reasonable repair (52% extremely 
important) .. 

• 	 Establishing meaningful standards for student achievement and. 
performance, and making sure that students reach them before' being 
awarded a high school diploma (49% extremely important). 

1 

• 	 Getting schools more involved in emphasizing basic values, such as 
personal responsibility, respect, and good citizenship (47% extremely 
important). 

Items that deal with the education of children at the elementary and secondary 

level score far higher in this survey than items dealing. with post-secondary 

education and lifetime learning. Moreover, items . involving "getting the basics 

right" resonate far more strongly. than those dealing with high-technology and 

innovation;1 

There is abroad consensus that the federal government is.doing, too little 

when it comes to dealing with the issue of education (61 %}-a view shared by 

independents and Republicans, as well as Democrats (0. 11 a). However, there .. . 

. . 
is an even division of opinion about whether. the bigger danger for the long, term ' 

is too much federal interference in education or insufficient federal leadership in 

doing what is necessary to improve our schools (0.11 b). This division follows 

1 The lowest rated items on this scale were: "instilling a spirit of reform and innovation in the public 
schools. with programs like charter schools to provide new alternatives and greater choice" (17% 
extremely important); "passing a new GI Bill for the 21 st century that gives people lifetime access 
to training and skill development throughout their working careers· (19% extremely important); 
and. "making sure that every school has computers and is wired for the Internet by the year 2000. 
so students can benefit from the new information superhighway" (30% extremely important). 
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party lines-with Democrats saying by 60% to 28% that the federal government 

will not be involved enough, Republicans saying by 66% to 28% that the federal . . 

government will interfere too much, and independents evenly divided. 

The qne topic on which there is a broad consensus about the value of a 

federal role is the establishment of meaningful national standards for what 
. ~ ,..- . 

. . 

students should be expected to learn and achieve ill basic skill areas such 

. as reading and math. 

The public is far more receptive to the ipea of national standards than the 

current political debate would suggest-even when the issue of federal 

involvement is raised. For example: 
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• 	 Eighty~four percent express a favorable reaction to the idea of 'establishing 
meaningful national standards for what students should be expected to learn 
and achieve in basic skill areas such as reading and math, including fully 
66% who are vel}' favorable (Q. 14a). 

• 	 Despite the broad public interest in having national standards, Americans say 
by 59% to 26% that such standards do not now exist (Q..14b). 

• 	 By a lopsided margin of 67% to 22%, voters say it is a' good idea for the 
federal government to be involved in promoting national standards for 
students in ba~ic skill areas such as reading and math (Q. 15a), 

• 	 Even when given the counter-argument that "federal involvement would mean 
too much interference with state and local control of public schools," voters 
say by 58% to 35% that the federal government should be involved in 
promoting national standards (Q. 15b). 

We asked respondents what their reaction would be if President Clinton 

proposed new efforts by the federal government to encourage states and local 

school districts to participate in a national test to measure reading skills for all 4th 

'grade students and math skills for all 8th grade stUdents. Overall, 77% say they 

would be favorable (including 48% who say they would be vel}' favorable). 8% 

say they would be neutral, and just 14% say tt.ley would be unfavorable (Q.16a). 

The response is positive across the range of demographic, partisan, and 

ideological groups-even among voters who earlier had expressed mixed 

feeliogs about federal interference with local prerogatives in education. 

, The best reason for moving toward a system of national testing' is that "in 

a country where many people often move from state to state, we need a 

common standard of what students should be achieving in basic skills such as 

readingand math" (Q.16c). The public believes most valuable uses for national 
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reading and math tests would be "identifying low-performing schools that need' to' . 

be improved" and "making sure that students have mastered the basics before 


.. being promoting to the next level" (Q.17b). Indeed, national standards take on ' 


greater prominence as a priority in the public's mind when they are harnessed to 


"making sure students master the skills they need." 

Eight of out nine voters say that they would have confidence in the ability' 

of reading and math teachers to develop and approve a national test-including':';: 

. 56% who say they would have a great deal of confidence in reading and math::'~::': 

teachers. This is a far higher degree of confidence than voters would be willing, 

to invest in governors, business leaders, testing experts, state and local school 

boards, or the U.S. Department of Education (Q.17a). 

At the end of this survey, we. g~ve respondents the following argument 

against federal involvement in national testing: "Some people say that the federal 

government should not be involved in establishing a national test in reading and . 

math, because this will give the federal government too much power to create a . 

national curriculum and a one-size-fits all approach to education, when education 

should be under state and local controL'" Even with this as the last word on the . 

subject, voters support by 55% to· 33% the involvement of the federal 

government in encouraging states and local district to participate in a national 

reading and math test (Q.17c). In this final reading on the issue, voters who we 

have classified as being in the political centerfavor national testing by 61% to' 

27%. Support is also stronger than average among voters under the age of 40 
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(64% favor), u~per-income voters (61%), mothers of school-aged children (62% 

favor),. and public school parents with lower confidence in. their schools (64% 

favor). Senior citizens oppose the national test by 49% t~ 39%. While white 

evangelicals are ·evenly divided on this question, Catholic ,{oters favor national 

testing by 58% to 3,1 %.... 
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