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father comforts a crying newborn. A mother plays peekaboo with her ten-
mﬁ)’rzth;‘m;gi«;‘}n teacher reads to 2 roddler. And in a matter of seconds, these children’s
growing brains respond. Brain cells are “turned on,” acuivated by this parucular
experience. Existing connections among brain cells are strengthened, and at the
same time, new connections are formed, adding more definition and complexity to
the intricate circuitry that will remain in place for the rest of these children’s lives,

i
|
|
|
'
¢
'

;
¢



Wae didn’t always know it worked this way. Ungl recendy, it was not widely
helieved rhat the braing of newbarns could be so active and so complex, Nor
dJi<i we realize how fexibie the brain ts. Qunly 15 years ago, neuroscientises
assumed that by the dme babies sre born, the structure of cheir brains was
genetically derermined, They did not recognize that the experiences thur fill
a bahy firse days, months and years have such a decisive impact on che
az'c%}g\tecmre of their brains, or on the nature and extent of zhf:ir adult ‘
caiz:ii:izies. Taday, thanks in-part to decades of reséarch on brain chernistry
and sophisucared new rechriologies, neuroscignsss are providing gvidence
for assertions thar would have been greered with-polite skepucism en'op
CWENEY years aga.

In June 1996, u rwo-day conference was convened at the University of
Chicago by the Families and Work Instivute 1o discuss new knowledge abour
early brain development and its implications for children in the United
States. Entitled Brain Development in Ymmg Children: New Frontiers for
Research, Policy and Practice, the conference atfirmed chat the nation as a

whaole has 4 vieal stake inn its youngest children’s learning and healthy

development, The confersnee brought rogether professionals from the
nearosciences, developmental and clinical psychology, medicine, educagon,
human services, the media, business, and public policy w look at what we
krxow about the brain and how that knowledge can and should inform our
efforts o improve resalzs for children and their families. The proceedings
and a range of background materials provided by pardcipants and other
researchers served as the basis for the conference report, which is
summarized here.

I. Breakthroughs in Neuroscience —
Why Now?

¥
Every field of endeavor has peak moments of discovery and oppormenicy-—m—
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when past knowledge converges with new needs, new insights, and new
technologies 1o produce stenning advances. For neuroscience, this is one
such moment. Cereainly, the development of new research wels has been a
erucial factor, New brain imaging rechnologies have made it possible 1o
investigate~—and geca glimpse of—how the hrain develops and how it works.

Brain research has been simulated, in*part, by growing concern abour the
status of children in America—nor only their scademic achievement, bue shso
their health, safety, and overall well-being, Two decades of research in
diverse fields have confirmed the imporrance of the first few years of life.
Given these findings, more Americans are expressing misgivings abour the
effectiveress of investrments and educadonal reform efforts that begin only
when children re:gch the age of five, There is growing consensus, among
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decision makers in many fields, thar etforts tw recast policy and reconsider
the best use of public resources must begin with clesrheaded thinking about
how brains develop,

Il. What Have We Learned?
The literature and the research presented ac the June 1996 conference polnt

to fivekey lessons that have the potental to reframe research, polieyfanid® 7
practice in diverse fields.

=¥ -

}. Human development hinges on the interplay between
nature and nurture.

Mich of our thinking about the brain has been dominated by old
assurnprons-—chat the genes we are born with derermine how our beaing
develop, and ther in rurn how our brains develop dewrmines how we interace
with the world. Recent brain research disproves these sssumptions.
Neuroscientists have found that throughout the endre process of
develnpment, beginning ¢ven before birth, the brain is affecred by
environinental conditdons, including the kind of nourishment, care,
surroundings, and stimulaton an individual receives, The impact of these
eavironmental fictors on the young is dramatic and specific, not merely
influencing the general direction of development, but actually affecting how
the intricare cireairry of the human brain is “wired.” And because every
individual is exposed o different experiences, no twa brains ace wired the
SAIME WAV

i
The developing brain produces many dmes more neurons {brain cells) and
more synapses (connections ameng brain cells) than i will evenmaally need.
Most of the extra neurons are shed by the time 3 haby is born. But in normal
growth and developmenc the aumber of synapses increases markadly in the
first four vaars, and then holds steady througheur the frst decade of ife. In
this way, a child’s brain becomes saper-dense, with owice 23 many synapses
than it will evennmlly need. Brain development is, then, 2 process of
pruning: those synapses thac arg formed and reinforced by virtue of sarly
experience tend 1o become permaneny the synapses that are not used wend w
b eliminated. In this way, os babies and roddlers gain more experience,
" positivé or négatiie, the brain’s wiring becomes more defined. This process
requires considerable energy; for most of the first decade of life, children’
brains are more than wwice as acuve as those of aduls

New knowledge about brain funcdon should end the “aawure or nurture”
debare once and for all, A great deal of new research leads to 5 single
canclusion: how humans develop and learn depends critically and continually

For muost of the firs?

decude of life,

children’s brains

wre mwore than

twice as active as

those of aduls.
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on the interplay berween narare (an individuals genetie endowment) and
nurture {the nuirition, surroundings, care, sumulation, and reaching thar are
provided or withheld). The impact of nature and nurture in shaping hunan
development should not be messured quanomuvely; genede and
environmental facrors have s more dynamic, qualingve imerplay that cannot
be reduced to 2 simple equation, Buth ure erucial,

1;

=
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2, Satiy care has decisive and long-lasting effects onm how
people develop and learn, how they cope with stress, and Neuroscientists are
how they.regulate their.own emMOHONS..- ve v . i . o6 x5 re -

Some people bave long krownewand psychological studies have shown——that finding that o
habies thrive when they receive warm, responsive early care; now we are
beginning w understand the biological mechanisms that underlie this
knowledge. Recent brain research suggests thar warm and responsive care is
not only comforting for an infant; ir plays a vical role iny healshy
deve]opm&n . Warm and responsive care means meesng habies basic needs arachment fo g
for food and x.halte'* as well as responding to their moods and effors
communicate, The care children receive directly affects the formation of
neura! pathways.

strong, secure

nurturing adulf can

In parocular, individuals’ capacities to conwol their own emotional stares
appear to hinge, o 3 significant extent, on biologieal systems shaped by their
early experiences and sttachmenss. There is no single “right” way w create
this capavity; sensitive care can take many forms. But children who are biclogical function,
emotionally negleceed or shandoned very early in life often have difficuley
with such brain-mediared funcrions as emparthy, attachment, and emotional
expression.

have a protective

helping o growing

Neuroscienuses arg Ending that a steong, secure attachmene to a nurturing child withstand the
adulr can.have a protecrive biological function, helping a growing child
withstand the ordinary soresses of daily life. These are the implications of
studies that have gauged children’s reactions te stress by measuring the levels
of a steroid hormone called cortisol in their saliva. Researchers have found
that adverse or waumatic events, whether physical or psychological, can daily life.
elevate an individual’s cortisol level, Chronically high cordsol levels can

make a child valnerable to processes thac lead to the loss of some nevrons

snd, just a5 importantly, reduce the number of synapses in certain parts of

e brain. And in facy, children with chronically high cortsol levels have

been shown to experience ware delays in cognitive, motor, and social

development than other voungsters: Bot new research shows thatbabies who ™

receive warm and responsive care in the first year of life are less hikely 1o

respond later to minor srress by producing cortsol than other children. And

whea they do reacr to sress by producing cortdsel, they can urn off the

response more Quickly and efficiendy. This protecdve effece appears to last

throughout childhood and beyond,

ordinary stresses of

¥

; Rathinking the 8rain Execunive Summeny



3. The human brain has o remarkable copacity to change, but
timing is crucial,

There is mountng evidence of the brain’s nevroplasdceiry. This means that
the brain has the capacity to change in important ways in response (o
c?g}e?zeme; We now have sclentific evidence thar the brain is not o statie
mtzt;z}:m{i that an individaals capacites are aot fixed at birth, There are few
preser limineto an individual’s learning potential-“The brainiwself can be ¢
alrered—aor helped 1o compensate for problems—with appropriarely tmed,
-intepsive inteevention.. [n the first decade of life, the brain'sability.to change. - “While learning
and compensate are especially remarkable.,

4

Because the brain has the capacity to change, parents and other family continues
members, friends, child care providers, teachers, doctors, aod others have .
ample opportunives to promote and support children’s healthy growth and throughout the life

development. Bue timing is ¢eriveal. While lesrning continues chroughout

the life cycle, there are optimal periods of opportunicy—"prime tmes”

during which the brain is particuiarly efficient at specific grpes of laarning. eycle, there are

For example, the brain is best able to acquire language skills during the first
decade of life, when synapse density and metabolic actvity in the p:w: of the

brains that processes language are very high. In the naumi}zcl{}gsca literature,

these times are called “cridical perinds.”

aptimal periods of

opportunity-—
4. The brain’s plosticity alse means that there are imes
when negative experiences or the absence of appropriate “prime times”
stimulation are more likely to have serious and sustained
effects.

. during which the

New knowledge about the vulnersbility of the developing brain o
environmental factors suggests thar early exposure to nicotdne, alcobol, and broin is particularly
drugs {in utern and in the postnatal environment) may have even more .

harmful and long-lasting effects ot voung children than was previously

suspected efficient at specific

t

A number of studies indicate that maternal smoking during pregnancy can,

in some cases, affece bratn development, inhubiting neuron growth. Ircan

also have an impact on the brain’s biochemistry and can alter DNA and RNA
synthesis in the brain. Children exposed w nicotine before birth appear to be

at higher risk of developmental deloys or rapairments. And in facy, research
suggests thacthechildren of mothers whosmoke during pregnancy.haves a0 v
somewhat higher rates of neurobebavioral difficuldes, including inattendon,
impulsivity, and hyperacrivity.

types of learning.

i . - .
To an even greater degree than nicotine, exposure to cocaine in utero may
affect the brain¥ biochemistry. Early in gestation, it can disrupt the
migration of neurons up the cordeal wall. Later in the prenatal period,

1
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exposure to cacaine can interfere with the producton of synapses. Many
children exposed to cocuing in utero have been found w have difficalty with
actention, and approprisle responses 0 Soess.

After birth, exposure to adverse environmental conditions can also have
harmful effects on brain development, Early experiences of trauma or
ongoing abuse, “whether in utero or after birth, can interfere with
dmelopmcnt of the subcortical and limbic areas of the brain, resulting in
extreme anxiety, dC[}ch‘il(ﬂl and/or the mablizw to form healthy attachments
to others. Adverse experiences throughout childhood can also impair
cognitive abilities; resultng {n processing and problent-sélving styles that
predispose an individual to respond with aggression or vislence w stressful
or fruswrating situarions.

A number of researchers have focused their atrention on specific
circumstances that may interfere with warm and respousive care during
critical periods, including marternal depression. While notall babies of
depressed mothers show negative affects, maternal depression can impede
heaithy brain development, pactcularly in the pare of the brain associared
with the expression and regulation of emotions. Post-partum depression that
lasts only a few months does nor appear to have a lasting impact; but babies
whao are from six to eighteen montchs old when their mothers soffer from
depression appear o be ar greater risk. When mothers are rreaved for or
recover from depression, their voung children’s brain acovity and their
behavior can improve significanty.

Many of the risk facoors desoribed sbove occur together, thereby jeopardizing
the healthy development of young children. Research additionally shows that
many of these risk fucrors ure associared with or exacerbated by poverty.
Today, fully a quarrer of American children under the age of six are growing
up in poverry. Economic deprivaton affects their nutrivon, aceess 1o medical
care, the safery and predictability of cheir physical environment, the level of
family swress, and the quality and condnuiry of their day-wo-day care.

- _
£

+

5. Evidence amassed by neurescientists and child
development experts ovér the last decade point to the
wisdom and efficacy of prevention and early intervention.

Study afrer smdy shows that well-designed programs created w promore
healthy cognitive, emotional, and social dcve]opment can improve the
prospects—and the ‘quality of life-~of tmany children; dnd in some cases can
even ameliorate conditions once thought w be virwally unwreatable, such as
autism or mengal retardaton,

A number of widely-known, well-documented studies of programs designed
to help infants and toddlers and their families, suggest thar well-conceived,

. While not.all babies

of depressed
mothers show
negative effects,
maternol
depression tan
impede healthy
brain development,
particularly in the
part of the brain
assaciated with the
expression and

regulation of

" emotions.

i

Rathinking the Brain Executiva Summary

&



well-implemented programs can brighten children’s furures. The efficacy of
garly intervention hag been demonstrated and in some cases replicated in
diverse communities scross the nation. Children from families with the least
formal educatan appear w derive the grearest cognitive benefis from
inervengon programs. Moreover, the impm:t of ¢arly interventon appears
to be i:}ng~:asnng particularly when there is follow-up during the
elermiéatary schor;l years.

i;ﬁ ¥ 4
Incensive, developmcnml care also impraves the prospects of preterm
infants, whe r:omc into the world with brains chat have had less dme o
mature in the pmre cted intrauterine enviraament, and are therefore even
more vulnerablé w the environment. Tradidonally, these babies have spent
their first weeks in incubsators or isolettes, with bright lights, beeping
monitors, and lirtle human contact. Research has shown that responsive care
in a more soothing enviropment can significanty increase prererm infants’
chances for physical and mensal health, while subsranvially reducing hospiral
stays and costs,

i

New insights into the brain’ early development and functioning have
allowed somu rescarchers ro address neurological impairments with greater
precision. For éxample, with the aid of brain Imaging (MR studies,
researchers bave been able to study and detect auditory processing problems
in habies six to nine manths old before language impairment becornes
evident. Onee g problens hay been pinpointed, specific, individualized
interventions can be inreduged ar o dme when the brain’s plasticiey is
partcularly marked.

lil. Where Do We Go From Here?

In most spheres of knowledge, what we don’t know far excends what we da
know. Brain research is no exception. Coming years pramise to vield new
discoveries about how the brain develops and | how children’s capacities grow
and mature, Neuroscientists are likely to shife their suention from general
guestions about how brain cirenimy is formed to snore specific investgations
of the functions of spacific regions of the brain—including bow, and how
much, they are influenced by the environment.

There appeared 1o be considerable agrezment among conferees around key
assertions summarizéd in this reporr, incladiny the importnce of the ~
inrerplay berween narre and nurwure; the extent and rapidity of early
development; the brain’s remarkable plasdcity, the i importance of strong,
secure early atcachments; and the efficacy of prevendon snd sarly
intervendon. In additon, three key principles of sociew!] response emerged
in the discussions:

The efficacy of
early intervention
has been
demonstroted and
in somse gmas
replicated in
diverse

communities across

the nation.
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First do no harm. New insights into the brain suggest that the principle
that guides medical practee should be applied just as rigorously to all
policies and pracces thar affect children: first do no harm. That means
allowing parents to Rifill their all-importanz role in providing and arranging
for sensitive, predictable care for their children. Any and ail palicies or
pracrices that prevent parents from forming strong, secure attachments with
their infants in the first months of life need vrgentantenton and reform. At
the same time, pareats need wore informaton zbout how the kind of care
rht:s}“;:smvidn affects their children’s capacizics. Firgt do no harm alss means
mounting nrgent, intensive efforts.to improve the.qualiey of early careand» ¢
edvéation. |

Prevention is best, bist when o child needs help, intervene
quickly and intensively. Knowing that early experience has such a
strong influence on brain development, parents may worry that every
unplessant sensation or upserting experience will become a nenrological
nigtitmare. Families may rest assured thar in most cases, a history of
consistent, warm and responsive care cushions children from the occasional
bumps and t}mwes that are inevirable in everyday life. In most cases, children
can recover even from serions seress or trauma. And if they are given tmely
and intensive help, many ¢an overcome a wids range of developmencal
problems. To have the greatest impact, interventions must be timely and
must be followed up with appropriste, suswined services and support. More
detailed knowledge ahout specific aspects of brain development and
funcuioning will allow the design of interventions that more closely match
children'’s needs.

Promote the healthy development and learning of every child
of every age, every demographic description, and every risk
categoary. If we miss early opportunides to promore healthy development
and lzorning, dacer resnediation may be more difficnlt and expensive, and
may be less effecedve given the knowledge and methods that are currendy
gvailable. However, this theme was sounded cepearedly: sk is not destny.
Numerous coses were cited of individuals who have dhrived despire adverse
condions. The medical, psvchological, and educational literarures conmin
sufficient examples of people wheo develop or recover significant capacides
after critieal periods have passed o sustain hope for everv individuel, and w
support ongoing effors w enhance the cognigve, emotonal, and social
development of youth and adules in every phase of the life cycle.

Implications-for-Policy ‘and-Practice ~ -

New insights into esrly development confrant policy makers and
pracutioners in many fields with thorny guestons and difficult choices. 85
we move into the next century, our children need and deserve policies thax
reflect the importance of the early years, and that embody the principles that

emerged from the brain conference: first do no harmy; use prevention, butif a

f
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Families may rest
assured that in
most cases, 0
history of
consistent, warm
and responsive
zare cushions
children from the
occasional bumps
and bruises that

are inavitable in

everyday life.
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child needs help, intervene quickly and intensively; and promere the heglthy
development of every child,

In particular, new knowledge abour sarly development adds weight and
urgency to the following nolicy goals:

Improve health and protection by providing heaith care

coverage for new and expectant parents. Neuroscientists

emphasize that the prenaral.period is an.aetive periodiof developmentsAndives;=:1avn

about one in four pregnant women receives little or no prenasal care. The first

threg years of life are also filled with opportunity and risk, but some three . .. . . As we move infe-- -
riilion children in this age span are uninsured or underinsured.

Promote responsible parenthood by expanding proven
approaches. All parents can benefic from solid informaton and support as
theyv raise their children; some need move intensive assistance. There is
research evidence that certain parent educaton/family support programs
promote the ézeaithy development of children, improve the well-being of
parents, and are cost-efective,

tha next century,
our children nead

Safteguard children in child care from harm and promote their and deserve
fearning and development. Researchers have found that the nation’s

youngest children are the most likely to be in unsafe, substandard child care.

Muore than one third are in simationy vhat can be derimental 1o thewr policies that reflect
development, while most of the rest are in setings where sunimal learning is
wking place. We can do berter. Studies show that it is possible to improve
quality, erestng sewings in which children can thrive ang learn. the importance of
Enable communities to hove the Aexibility and the resources
they need to mobilize on behalf of young children and their
families. Efiors are now underway across the nation to mobilize
communities on behalf of young ; children and their families. Many localivies
are bringing rogerher decision makers 1o create a vision of the kind of .
coimrnunity they want o be pare of, w develop goals and suswainable strategies

for achieving that vision, w determine how o finance their effors, and 1o

make prewisions for gauging results. These efforts need and deserve support

from nadonal, state, and local leaders, a3 well as from jeaders of business, the

media, community organizations, and religious insdrudons.

the early years.

i

i

* kK w

in short, new insights into early brain development suggest thatsswecare fore . o oo e+ v 0w o
our youngest.children, as we institwte policies or practices that affacr their doy-

to~day experience, the stakes are very high. Bur we can ke comforvin the

knowledge char there are many ways that we as parents, 4s caregivers, as

citizens, and as policy makers can ratse healthy, happy, smart children, We can

rake beartin the knowledge that there sre many things that we 45 2 nation can

do, starting now, t brighten young childeen’s futnre and ours.

:
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R A N D ’ Project Summary

Anever growmg bady of sciemific literature and plain common sease suppon the importance
of early childhood development. A caring and supportive environment during these garly
vears benefits the individual child, the ¢hild’s family, its community, and the larger sociaty.
Many of these benefits acorue over a number of years, are not easily associated with particular
aspects of development, and in some cases, are rather indirect. Hence, théy are neither easy 10
measure nor apparent. This makes it especially difficult o measure or estimate the benefits of
programs that are designed to compensate for deficiencies in family and community suppont
for chikiren in these early vears. Moreover, in this area there are only a few programs that are
well suited for rigorous erapirical evaluation. There are, sonetheless, analytically sound
miethods for assessing the effects of these programs in those cases where good data are
available and where assumptions about downsiream benefuts are well founded.

RAND is underaking an analysis designed to provide an objective assessment of concrete,
financial and other benefits of early childhood interventions. The study will draw on the amray
of analyses that have documented the impact of early ehildhood interventions on
developmental, economic, and social putcomes. It will synthesize these results in a form that
ts both understandable to ¢ lay audience and supportable by science. Exampies of these
potential benefits include:

= For the child, improved health, educational attainment, e:nézafzced cognmve growth,
behavioral maturity, avoidance of substance abuse and other antisocial behzzvmr and in
adulthood, increased income,;

» For the parent(s}, enhanced em;}lt:}ymem success, greater educational attainment, better
* mental health, improved marital stabiliry, fertility control, and avoidance of substance
dependence and child abuse;

'« For the community and sociery, increased economic participation by parents and the
consequent increase in tax receipts, lower welfare costs, increased public safety,
reduced costs o the justice system, and reduced expenditures on a wide range of public
programs such as specisi education, foster care, and child protective services.

i . . .

As part of t?zé project, the RAND team is conducting the following tasks:

. Rcvie]'wiag the literature on the importance of early childhood development and the
measurement of program effects. This review is focusing especially on (a) those
auributes of development that are amenable to enhancement through ;mlzcy/pmgmm
intervendons; (b} the effects of early childhood interventions on outcomes early and
tater in life; and {¢} the methods for linking and cstxmanng downstream benefits of
mtswentzens

. ?reparmg a matrix of benefits in the three categories {child, parent, community and
society). The matrix indicates the specific nature of the expected benefit, its magnitode
inn cconomic or other lerms, the time stream of the benefit, and the strength of the
scientific evidence supporting both the nature of the benefit and its magninde.

. Dcvciaping models that enable the estimation and aggregation of all benefits for cach
candidate developmental intervention where measuremnent is both feasible and
empirically supportable.

+  Documenting the principal findings through an annotated briefing that also includes all
supporting analyses and mode! output,

3
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"sythe developing brain efackle with purposeful ac- %

. uf.‘m ‘another, and “these” colls are calling their

SPECIAL REPORT
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From birth, a baby’s brain *
“cells prehferate wzldly o
“making ‘connections that -
,may shape a lifetime of
‘experience. The first three
_ years are crxtical

BBy L MADELEINE msun )

hT~A-’I'A'I‘“T&T. RAT-A-TAT-TAT. RAT-A-TAT- ¢
kot If scientists could e&mdrﬁp an the
brain of 2 human émbryo 10, maybe 127
woeks aftérfconception, they wuﬁd

CvLY j'

"

womnb, longbelhrehgh(ﬁrsismkesthe ‘
i Tetiria of the s eye or the earliest dreainy . 77
jimages Ricker through' ﬂue:éertex,’ nerve cells in e

i L SR

_At::\nty Like teenagers. with ‘telephones, eells in
" Fone neighberhood of the brain are ealling friends

~+¥friends, and they keep calling one snother over
“and over again, "almpit,”, says ‘nenrobiologist
Carla Shatz ofthe Umvemlty of California, Berke-
ley, “as if they were autodialing.”

But these neurons—as the long, wiry cells
that carry electrical messages through the ner-
vous system and the brain are called—-are not
transmitting signals in scattershot fashion. That
would produce a featureless static, the sort of
ooise picked up by a radio tuned between sta-
ticns. On the contrary, evidence is growing that
the staccate bursts of electricity that form those
distinctive rat-a-tat-tats arise from cocrdinated
waves of neural sotivity, and that those pulsing
waves, like currents shifting sand on the ocean

Phiotograph by A Gedider
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Doprived of 2 stimulating enviren-
ment, a child’s brain suffers. Ressarchers
at Baylor College of Medicine, for example,
have found that children whe don't play
much or are rarely touched develop brains
20% to 30% smaller thar normal for their
age. Laboratory snimuals provide another
provovative parallel, Not orly do young
rats reared in toy-strown cages exhibit
mire somplex behavior than rats confined
io sterils, uninterssting boxes, researchers
at the University of illinois at Urbana-
Champaign have found, but the brains of
these rats eontain as many, a¢ 25% more
synapses per neuron. Rich experiences, in
other words, really do produce rich brains,

The new insights into brain develop-
ment are more than just intersgting soi-

anee. They have profound implications for
parents and policymakers. In an age when
mothers and fathers are increasingly

- pressad for time—-nad may ahready be feel-

ing guifty about how many hours they
spend away from their childron-the ves
sults ogming out of the labs are likely to in-
crease sonosrns about lesving very young
children in the care of othess, For the data
underscore the imporiance of haads-on
parenting, of Bading the time o caddie a
bahy, talk with 4 toddier and provide in-
fants with stimulating expericoeos,

The aew insights bave begun to infuse
new passion intg the political debate aver
early education snd day care. Thore i an
urgent oeed, say child-development ex-
parts, for preschool programs designed to

buxsst the brain power of youngsters boro
inte impoverished varal and inner-city
households. Withont such programs, they
warn, the zurrent drive to curtail walfare
rosts by pushing mothers with infants and

taddiers into the work foren may well back- -

fire. “There iy a tme scale B broin devel
apment, and the most important year is the
first,” notes Frank Newman, president of
the Educstion Commission of the Sates.
By the age of threg, & child who is neglect-
¢ or shused bears marks that, if agt in-
datible, are exceedingly difficult 2o eraze.
But the new research offers hope a5
well. Swentisty have found that the brain
during the first years of Iy is so malleable
that vary young children who suffer strokes
or injuries that wips out an entire hemi-
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sphere can sHE mature into highly Runel
tional adults. Moreover, it iz beouming
increasingly cleur that welb-designed pre-
sthoo! programs can help many children
pesroome glaring deflcits in thelr home en-
virmment, With appropriate therapy, say
researchers, even serious disorders kke
dyslexia may be treatable, While
inherited problems may place
geriain children at grester risk
than others, says Dr. Harry
Chugani, 2 pediatric nearologist
al Wayne State University in De-
troit, that is no exeuse for ignor-
ing the environments power to
remodef the brain. “We may not

pens before birth, but we can
change what Jhappens after «
baby ig born,k he olserves,

Strong evidence that activity
chunges the brain began accumu-
lating in the 19705, But only re
cently have rescarchers had tools
powerful enough to wvz:&l the
precise mechanisms’ by whick
those changes are hrought about,
Newral sctivity triggers a o
chemicsl cascade that yeachss sl
the way to the nuctens of cells andd
tha ooils of pia that encode spe-
cific genes. In fact, two of the
genes affected by neursl activity
it ernbiryonic fruit fies, nesrobi-
vlogast Corey Goodman and his
eolicagues at Berkeley reported
ite last year, are Huntical to
those that other studies have
linked o leartiing and memory.
How thariling, exclaims Good-
man, how intellectually satislying
that the snippets of pra that em-
bryogse to build their brains gre-
the very same ones that will later
allow adulit organisms o process
and store new information,

As resedrchers eaplore the
anee hidéen’!in%@; between brain
avtivity and braiu structure, they
are baginning to constract 2 stir-
dy bridge over the chasm that
previously separated genes from
the environment., Expuorts now
agree that & baby does not vome
into the world as & genetically
preprogrammed avtornaton or a
blank slate at the merey of the
gnvironment, byt arrives as something
much more interosting, For this regson the
debate that engaged countiess generations
of philosophers—whether nature or nur-
ture calls the shots—no longer interests
most scientists, They are much oo bugy
chranieling the myriad ways In which
genes and the environment interact, “It’s

-not & competition,”

says By, Stonley
Greenspan, a psychiatrist at George Wash-
ington University, “165 2 dance.”

THE IMPORTANCE OF GENES

THAT DANCE SEGINS AT ARGUND THE THIRD
week of gestation, when s thin hayer of cedls

Wiring Vision

\MRDQW OF LEARNING Unless it is
early on, the visual «
AGE (in ynars}

Visual acuity
Binsentar vigien
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in the developing embrye norforms an
origami-like trick, folding inward to give
ige to o HuidJilied oylindsr known as the
neural tube, As oells in the nevral fube
proliferate at the astonishing rate of
250,444 o minute, the brain and spinal
eord sssewmble themselers in a sorles of
tightly choreographed stgps. Nature is the

cm willnot develop.
Bithl 2 3 4 58 7 8 910
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dominant partaer during this phase of de.
velopment, but nurture plays a vital sup
portive role. Chianges in the envivonment of
the womb—whether caused by maternal
malnutrition, drug abuse or & viral infece
tion—can wreck the clockwork precision of
the neural assembly line, Some forms of
epitepsy, ; mﬁntal . retardution,
sutise and schivophrenia appear
, o be the results of developmen.
tal processes gone awry,

. But what awes scientists who
stucy the braln, what still stuns
them, is aot that things scsagion-
ally go wrong in the developing
brgin but that so much of the
time they go right, This is ail the
mors remarkable, says Berke-
ley's Shatz, as the centyal nervous
system of sn embrve i3 not 2
iniature of the sdult systemn but
more like a tadpoe that gives rise
toafrog. Among other things, the
vells produced in the neural tube
maust migrate to distant locations
and aeourately lay dovwn the cone
nections that lnk one part of the

-
-
&
3
3
o
*
2
o+

embryonic brain must construet
& varinty of ternpearary structures,
incloding the nenral tube, that
will, like 5 tadpole’s tail, eventu-
ally dissppear.

What biochemical magc Ui

grammed into the genes, of

diseovered, for instance, that 5
gene nicknamed “sonic hedge-
hog” (after the popular video
game Sonic the Hedgehog) de-
termines the fate of newrons in
the spinal cord and the brain,
Like a strong scent carried by the
wind, the proteis encoded by the
hedgehop geos {so called bes
cause in Be absenee, fruit-fly em-
bryoy spraut a coat of prickles)
diffuses outward from the cells
_ that produce it, becaming fainter
andl fainter. Columbia University
neurchiologist Thomas  Jessel
has found that it takes middling
concerdrations of this potent
morphing factor 16 produce a
motor neuron and fower concen-
trations do make oo interneuron (a el that
relays signals to other ngurons, instead of to
muscle fibers, 85 maoter neyrons do},
Scientisis are also heginning to idonti-
fv some of the genes that guide neurons in
their ung migrations. Consider the prob-
fem faced by novzons destined 1o become
part of the cerabra! cortex. Bovsuse they

brain o gnother, In addition, the |

derlies this incredible metamor-
phosisP The instructions pro-

course. Scigrdists have recently’ [

2
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arise relatively late i the development of
the marnmalinn brain, billians of thess
calls must push and shove their way
threugh dense colondes cstablished by ear-
Her migrants. "I¥'s as i the entire populs-
tion of the Bast Cosst decided to move ep
masse to the West Coast,” marvels Yale
University neurngcientist Dr.
Fasko Rakie, snd marched
through Cleveland, Chicago snd
Denver in got there,

Bt of all the problems the
growing nervous system must
solve, the mastdaunting is posed
by the wiring itself, After birth,
when the sumber of eonnections
axplecies, each of the brain's bik-
Bous of neurony will forge linksto
thovsands of others, First they
must spin out 8 web of wirelike
Bbers known s axons {which
transmit signals! and dendrites
fwhich recerve them? The objee-
tive is fo form 8 synapse, the gap-
itke structure over which the
axon of one neuron beams a sig- -
na! 1o the dendrites of another,
Before this can happen, axons
and dendrites must  almost
touch. And while the short,
bushy dendrites don't have to
travel very far, axons-the heavy-
duty cables of the nervous sys-
tem—rtust traverse distances
that are the microseopie equiva-
lent of mites.

What puides an axon on i
incredible vovags i o fgrovih
cene,” a creepy, crawly. sprout
that fooks something -like an
amoeba. Scientists have known
shout growth cones since the
turn of the century. What they
didn't know until recently was
that  growth comss  come
equipped with the molecular.
equivalent of songr and radar
Just as instruments in & gybma-
rine or-airplane scan the envis
ronment for signals, so mole-
cules arrayed on the sorface of
growth cones search their sur-
roundings for the presence of
certain proteins, Some of these
proleins, i furas ont, are sttrad-
tants that pull the growth cones
toward them, while others arz
repelients that push thew avway,

THE FIRST STIRRINGS

TP TO THIS POINT, GENES HAVE CON-
trofled the unfoiding of the brain. As soon
as axons make thair frst connections, how-
ever, the nerves begin to fivg, and what
they do starts to matter more and more. in

AGE {in years)

e3sence, say sefentists, the developing ner-
vous systom has strung the eguivalent of
selephons trunk lines befween the right
noighborhoods {n the right oiles. Now it
hng to sort oubwhich wives belang to which
house, a problem that cannot be solved by
goenes sdone for reasons that boil down to

‘0. ! g f »
Wiring Le:ehng

|
WHAT'S GOING ON Among
the brain constracts g
c-:metions. Bogi

r,metlami 5t

produce hz.m)~ ‘

happy fe{,hnbs Abuse ¢

ened mxichy ¢ de abnon
WINDOW OF I..EARNING 39}
layers, each move complex tha
Bitht 2 % 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Stress Response . |
Empathy, Enyy

simple arithmetic. Evantually, Berkeleys
Gosdman estimates, 8 human braia onust
forge wuadrilions - of conmections. Bwt
there are only 00,868 penes in buman
Dia. Even though kalf thess genes—some
50,000-appear to¢ he dedicated o con-
structing and maintsining the nervins sys-
tem, he observes, that’s not enough to

specify mure than a tny fraction of the
gcawctiozxs required by s fully funetioning
3 3: 14
in adult mammals, for example, the
axons that eonnact the brain's visual sys-
fem sovangs themselves in strildng layers
gnd columns that reflect the division be-
tween the left eye and the right.
But these exons start out as
serambled as a bowl of spaghetti,
acoording to Michael Stryker,
chairman of the physivlopy de-
. partment at the University of
Califorria at  San Franaisco.
What sorts out the mess, sclea-
tisty have sstablished, is neural
activiRy. in o series of experi-
ments viewed ag classies by sei-
entists in the feld, Berkeley’s
Shatz chemically blocked neurs!
activity in embryonic oals. The
resull? The axons that connest
neurnnsin the reting oftheeve to
the brain never formed the jeft
sye-right eve goometry needed
o support vision, -

But no recent finding has in-
trigued rosearchers more than
the results reported in October
by Corey Goodman and his
Berksley colleaguas, In studying
o deceptively simple problem—
how sxons from mator nairons
in the fy's central nerve cord es-

eells in its Hmbsmthe Berkelay
restarchers rmude mn aroagpbiul

disrovery, They knsw theraugit e

Cogether g3 they oo loward
their musclecell targets. What
they discovared was thet the

of coninsctions the axons made,

- amplified the setivity of a second
gene-—a gene called CrEs;

The discovery of the CRER
amplifier, more than any cther,
links the dm!o‘?mmw proGess-
esthat ocour before birth to those
that cantinue lng afier. For the
twin processes of memory and
learning in adull anbmals, Co
lombia University neuruphysiol-

ogist Eric Kandel has shown, rely on the
CREB molscule, When Kandel blocked the
activity of CREB in glant susile, their braing
changed in ways that suggested that they
eould still lzarn but could remember what
they learned for only a short period of time,
Without CREB, & seems, snails—and by ex-
tension, more developed animals ke hu-

TIME, FEBRUARY 3, 1997

83

ablish connections with witgcle®

gene that keeps bundies of agemy |

slevirical activity produced by
neurons inhibited this gene. dra- .
matically increasing the numbex -

Even more intriguing, the signals -
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mans-gas form ne png-term memorics,
And wAthout long-term memordes, # &
hard to {magine that infant braing could
evor master more than rudimesntary skiils.
“Nurture & imporiant,” says Kandei “But
rurture works thmugh nature.”

WHEN A BARY B BORN, IT CAN SE8
and hear and smell and respond
to touch, but only dimly. The
brain sters, & primitive region
that controls vital functions like
heartheat and broathing, has
sompleted its wiring, Elsewhere
the connections between neys
rops are wispy and weak. Buot
over the Rrst few months of kife,
the brain's higher centers ex-
plade with new synapses. And ag
dendrites‘and axons swell with
buds and-branches like trees in
spring, metabolism soars, By the
age of two, a ;:hiiii’s brain con-
tains bwice a8 many synapses and
consumes twice os mch energy
s the brain of & normal adult.
University of Chicago pedi-
atrie neurclogist Dr, Peter Hut-
tenlecher has chronicled this
extraordinary epoch in brain do-
velopment by ‘autopsying the
braing of infants and young chil-
dren who have died unexpected-
v, The sumber of synapsas in
one iayer of the visusl cortex,
Huttenlocher reports, rises from
aronnd 2500 per neuron st birth
to &5 many as 18,000 about six
months later, Other rogions of
the cortex seore sinvilarly spee-
tapnlar increases but on slightly .
different schedules. And while
these wmicroseapic sonpestizns -
between nerve Aibers continus to
frm troughout life, they reath
thelr highest avernge deasities
{15,000 synapies per nauron} &t
around’ the age of two and
main at that Jevel until the age of

Wor il 508
aGE (In yﬁatsi

This profusion of connee
tiens fends the growing brain ex-
ceptional  fexibility and  re-
sitienge. Consider the cass of
13-year-ald Brandi Binder, whe
developad such severe epilepsy
that sargeons 82 uCiA had o remove the
entirc right sids of her cortex when she was
six, Binder lost viraaily all the control she
had estabifished over muscles on the left
side of her body, the side sontrolied by the
right side of the hrain. Yot today, aftor vears
of therapy ranging from: leg lifis to math
angd music drilts, Binder is an A student gt

the Holmes Middle School in Colorado
Springs, Colorado. She loves music, math
and art—skille usually associated with the
right haif of the brain. And while Binder's
recuperation is ot 106%—for example, she
has never regained the vse of hor et arm—
it comes close, Says UGtA pediatric neurnl

,
W?z ring Lan gua,ae

ars, its brain will set

decipher—and re~
month-old can ree-
hat are the hasic

| ;
wum' PARENTS (:AN t}ﬁ l’i]ldn” ioa ’mh\ a
zese:azrhelv i

WINDG?f OF LEARNING l.anguage skills are
zpest carly on but grow throughout life.
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ogist Dr. Lonald Shiclds: “Ii there's a way
tn compensate, the developing brain will
findd it

What wires a child’s brain, say neurs-
scientists—or rewiras it after physical trau-
ma~—is repested experience. Each thne g
baby trics to touch a tantalizing object or
guwes intently at 4 face or listens 10 a lufla-

Ly, tiny bursts of eleetricity shoot through
the brain, keitting nevrons into cirowits as
well defivied a5 those siched onto silicon
chps. The results are those behaviom]
nileposts that nover cesse to delighi and
gwe parents. Around the age of two
months, for example, the molorcoatm]
centers of the brain devolop o
the point that infants can sud-
denly reach out and grab o sear-
by objent. Arcund the age of four
months, the cortex begins o re-
fine the connections needed for
depth perception and binoculsr
vision. And around the age of 1%
months, the speech centers of
the brain are poited to produce
what is perhaps the most magi-
cal moment of childhood: the
Brst word that marks the flower-
itig of lnnguage,

‘When the brain does not re-
ceive the right information—or
shuts # cut-the result can be
devastating, Some children who
display carly sigys of antism, for
exawapls, refreat from the world
becanse they are hypersensitive
to sensory stimulation, oftherg
because their senses are under-
active and provide them with tow
tittle information. To be effec-
tive, then, soyy George Wash-
ington University’s Greenspan,
treatiment must target the uader-
lyving condition, proteciing some
shildren fromn disvrizsting noises
and lzghts providing others with
atteation-grabhing  stimulation,
But when parents and therapists
collaborate in en intensive effort
tr yeach these sbnormal bradns,
writes Greenspan in 3 new book,
the Growth of the Mind {Addi-
son-Wesley, 1997), three-year-
olds whe begin the deseent into
the autistic’s limited universe
ean sometimes be sastched back,

Indeed, parenis are the
brain's first and most important
{eachers. Among othor thisgs,
they appeur to help babies learn
by adoptivg the rhythmic, high-
pitched speaking style knows as
Parentess, When speaking to ba-
bizs, Stunferd University psy-
chologist Anne Fernald  has
found, mothersand fathers from many cul-
tures changs their speech pattens in the
same peeniiar ways. “They put their faces
very close to the child,” she reports. “They
use shorter utterances, and they speakin s
wnusasily melodious fashios.” The heart
rete of infants increases while listening to
Harentose, oven Parentose delivered in a

54
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foreign language. Moreover, Fernald says,
Parentoss appears to hasten the process of
connecting words to the objects they de-
niote. Twelve-month-olds, directed 10 "lock
at the bail” in Parentese, divcot thelr eyes
to the eorrect picture more frequentiv than
whes the instruction is delivered In aormal
English,

In some ways the exaggerst-
ed, vowelrich sounds of Per-
entese sppear o resembie the
shoice morsels fed io hatchlings
by adult birds. The University of
Washingtons Patricia Kubl and
her oollgagees have conditioned
dozens of newborns to turn their
heads when they detect the 22
sound emitted by American par-
enis, vs. the ey favored by doting
Swedes. Very young babies, savs
Kuhl, invariably percgive slight
variafians in pronuncistion as te-
tally different sounds. But by the
age of six months, American ba-
bies no longer resct when they
hear variants of ee, and Swedish
babies have become impervious
to differences in su. "Hs a5
though their brains have formed
little magnets,” says Kubl, “and
all the sounds in the vicinity are
sweptin.”

TUNED TO DANGER

EVEN MORE FUNDAMENTAL, 5AYS
Dr. Bruce Perry of Bayvlor Col-
lege of Medicine in Houston, is
_ the role parents play in setting up
the neural circuitry that helps
children regulate their respansr:s
to stress. Children whe are phys-
ically abused early in Jife, he ob-
serves, develop brains that arp
exquisitely tuned to danger. AR
the stightest threat, their hearts
race, their stress hormones surgs
and their brains anxiously tratk
the nenverbal cuss that might
signal the next asftack. Because
the brain devsiops in sequence,
with more primitive structures
stabilizing  their connections
first, early abuse is particularly
damaging. Says Percy: "Experi-
ence is the chief architect of the
brain.” And beoause these swly
experiences of stress form  kind
of templnie around which later buadn de-
vejopment is organized, the changes they
create are all the more pervasive,
Emotional deprivation eardy in life hasa
similar offect. For six vears Univarsity of
Washington psychologist Geraldine Daw-
son antd her colleagues have monitored the
brain-wave patiorns of children bor to

Basiz motor shilly
Fire motor ability
Busical fingering

mothers who were dlagnosed o suffering
{rorn depression. As infants, these children
showed markadly reduced aotivity in the
ieft frontal lobe, an srex of the brain that
servas us o centar Ror oy and other lght-
hearted emotions. Hven more telling, the
patterns of besin aotivity displaved by these

Wmng M avmnent

the develop
WINDOW OF.
mani ma
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ehildren closely tracked the ups end downs
of their mother’s deprassion. At the age of
three, childron whose mothers were more
severely deprossed or whose deprastion
fastedt longey contimuad o show shoormal
by bow rendings.

Serikingly, not all the children born to
depressed mothers davelop these aberrmm

brin-wave palterns, Dawson has found,
What accounts for the difference sppears to
be the emotiona] tone of the exchanges be-
tween mother and shild. By sorutinizing
hours of videstape thal show depresced
mothers intorsciing with their bhabies,
Diawson hay atternpted to identify the links
betwesn maternal behavior and
shildren’s broins. She found that
mothers who were disengaged,
irritable or fmpatient had habies
with sad brains. But depressed
mothers who managed o rise
above their melancholy, lavishing
their babies with stiention and
nduiging in playful games, had
childeen with brein activity of a
corsiderally more chesrfal east.
When &5 & too late to repair
the damage wrought by physical
and emational sbuse oy neglect?
For a tinse, at beast, a ¢child's brain
isextrernafy forg;’vitzg‘ Hamother
suaps out of her depression be-
fare her child is a vear old, Dawe
son has found, brain sctivity in the
left fromtal lebe quicldy picks up.
However, the ability to rebound
declines markedly as a child
grows older. Many scientists be-
lieve that in the first fow vears of
chitdhood there are a number of
‘critical or sensitive periods, or
“windows,” when the brain de-
mands certain types of input In

long-lasting structures.

For example, children who
are born with a cateract will be-
come permanenily blind in that
gys if the clouded lens is not
promiptly removed. Why? The
brain’s visual centers require
sansory stimulus—in this case the
stimubuee provided by light hit-
ting the retina of the eve—to
maintain their still tentative con-
nections. More conbroversially,
many lugoists beligve that lan-
guage skills unfold according to
& 10 2 strict, biologieally defined
timetable. Children, in their
view, resembie certain species of
birds that cannot master their
song unless they hear tsungatan
early age. In zchra finches the
window for scquiring the appro-
prizie song opens 25 1o 30 days sfier hatch-
ing and shits some 58 daye later.

WINDOWS OF OPPORTUNITY

WITH A FEW EXCEPTIONS, THE WINDOWS OF
spportunity i1 the human brain de aot
close quite soabruptly. There nppears to be

a serias of windows for developing k-
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guage, The window For acquiring syntax
may cdose as early as five or six years of age,
whila the window for adding new words
may never close, Tha ability to learn a seo-
ond language is bighest botwenn birth and
the sse of 5ix, then vndergoos a steady and
inexorable decline. Many aduits still man-
sge to learn new lunguages, but usually only
after great struggle. .

The brain’s greatest growth spurt, new-
sosclentists bave now confirmed, draws i
2 vlase around the age of 16, when the bal-
snve between synunse orestion and atro-
phy sbruptly shifis. Over the sext several
years, the beadn will ruthlessly destroy its
woakest synapses, proserving only those
that have been magically transionmed by
experienne, This magie, oncn again, seems
o b encoded in the genes. The ephemen-
al bursts of eleetricity that travel duough
the brain, creating everything from visual
images and pleasurable sensations to dark
drearms snd wild thoughis, ensure the sur-
vival of synapses by stimulating genes that
promote the relonse of powerful growth
favtors and suppressing senes that encode
for synapse-destroving enzymes.

Ry the et of adolascence, around the
agn of 18, the brain hag declined in plactioity

but increased in power, Talenis and latent
tendencies that have been martured are
ready to blossom. The experiences that
deive neural activity, says Yale's Rakic, are
like a sculptor's chisel or a dressmaker’s
shears, conjuring up form from a hump of
stene or a iength of ddoth. The presence of
axtra muteris axpands the range of possi-
bilities, but cutting away the extraneous is
what mekes ari. “Tt is the overproduction of
synaptic connections fellowed by their loss
that feads to patterns in the brain,” says
nenrosciontist Williars Greenough of the
University of [iinois ot Urbana-Champaign.
Potential for greatness may be encaded in

- tha genes, bot whether that potential is re-

alized &8 g @i for mathematos, say, or 8
briliiant criminsl mind dependson palterns
etehad by axperience in those oritieal early

Psychintrists and educalors have long
recognized the value of early experience.
fut their observations have untll now been
izegely ancodotal. What's so exciting, says
Matthew Melmed, executive director of
Zero o Thres, a nonprofil prganization do-
vpted to highlighting the imporiance of the
first three years of life, is that modern oou-
roscience is providing the hard, gquantif-

L3 e F oL - ]

able evidence that was missing earlier.
“Because you can see the results under a
microscope oF in & PET 503n,” he ohserves,
“it’'s become that much more convinging.”

What lessons can be deawn from the
new findings? Among other things, it i
ciear that foreign languages should be
taaght in slementdry schon), if not befive,
That remedial education tmay be mare ¢f-
fective at the afe of three or four than a2
ninear 14, That good, affordable day care i3+
not a luxary or a fringe benefit for welfare
mothers and working parents but essential
brain food for the next geseration, For
while new Synapses continug fo form
throughout life, and even adulls cortinually
refurbish thely minds through reading and
learning, nover agaln will the bealn be able
ig master new skills o readily or rebound
from sethacks so aasily,

Eat-a-tat-tat. Hateaetut-tat. Rat-adals
b, just last week, in the LS sloss, some
77,008 newborns bogan the miracuiow
process of wiring thelr bralns for g lifelime
of learning. I parents snd policymakery
don't pay atiention to the conditions undur
which this delioate prooess takes plave, we
will olf suffer the onsequences~starting
sround the vear 2016 L
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SPECIA

THE DAY-GARE

By JAMES COLLING

HVIRGNMENT MATTERS, FOR ANY-
o wondering how the latest
brain tesearch applies o the care
of infants and teddlers, thet is the
crucial finding. Yes, proper brain
development is a matier of genet-
ics and nutrition and whether &
mother-te-be drinks or simokes, but i also
depends on the stimull, as the scientiels
eali them, that a baby receives. ¥ dapends
on what the baby sees, hears and touchas

and on the emotions he or she repaatediy
experiences, But i eavironment matiers,
we wre faced with z question: At g Hme
when children suffer from perhaps tha
gravest social problems of any groug in the
U8, how do we ensure that they grow up
iz the best eavironment possible?
fn many ways, children are better off
today than they were iny previous decades,
They are bealthier, their families have 2
higher income, the level of their mother's
education {the most important determi-
nant of a child's Imelligencel has visen. But
1 st of every 10 children three years old
and younger lives in “extrems poverty”—at
or below 50% of the federa] poverty level
And the well-being of many others is
threatenad by such social changes 43 the
rise of single-pavent households, the un-
even quabity of day care, the decling of
cotamunities and, some would argue,
the push lo refarm the welfare system.
Sucial policy cannot ameliorate sl
these conditions. A change in attitude
toward parenting and marriage would
do children far more good then any gov-
erament progam. Over the past fow
yenrs, however, thore has been a move-
ment i Wishington and the state cap-

jtals 4 address the probiems of children,
from newborn to the age of three, Now
nenroscientiss, by confirming much of
what social scientists had already surmised
about early development, are giving that
movement sdded omentam.

‘The recent concern ahout infants and
toddlers has been inspired in part by Start-

g Peints, » andmark report published by

the Camegie Corporation in 1994, which
identified a “quiet ensis” {n the lives of the
youngest children. Hillary Clinton has
began to spesk sut on the impor-
tanceof a ehild s eprliest years, and
several Governors have foreehslly

taken up the ssue, The size of

the programs in plrce Is guite
modest. But to their advocates
they hold cut promise aot only
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SPECIAL BEPORT

t

us o increase the Hkelthood of good oul-
soryes for children. This is true regardless
of welfare reform, of course. Bad day-care
ean harm the development of any child.
Resoarch has shown that children benefit
when caregivers are freined and the ratie
of staff to chiidren is high, Severdl states
licenge ceaters ascordingly, requiring e
minigrs smount of training and setting
ratios for differest age groups. Welfare
maothers themselves ars not necessarily the
best caregivers, snd # is poessible that in
some instanses welfare reform wilt actoal-
ly iraprove the care of children. But high-
quality care is expensive, and states do not
have adequate huxdgets to subsidize &.

The Federa! Government and the states
do have programs spenifically aimed at help-
ing the deveinpment of infants and toddlers,
althongh as sovial poliey they are nowhers
pear as sweeping a5 an overbiaul of weifare,
The most notuble federal inithative i Barly
Heacl Start, which was created in 1994 when
Congress reauthorized funding for Head
Start, the 32-year-0ld program that brings
theee-, four- and five- year-olds into olass-
rorm settings inpart to prepare them for
school. Mary fo Bane was working at the
time af the Department of Health and Ho
man Services (she quit over welfare reforra},
and she led a task foren charged with finding
ways to improve Head Start, Child-develop-
ment axperts, she says, “peinted the group

soward the imporianes of interventions ear-
lier than age fong,”

in JOUE, the budget for Early Head Start
was $346 million, and sus swarded grantsto
143 gites, The money is used to provide a va-
riety of services o poor families with ohil-
dren under the age of four and to poor preg-
nant women, How the funds are spemt is
determined o some extent by the commu-
nitizy Hhat receive thent. Some commanitias
are experimenting with family interventions
that include grandparents; others are trying
to ackiress the special health needs of nevs

bomnsorto provide extra halptoteen parents’

with a history of drug abuse.

SMART START, HEALYHY START

NORTH CABOLINA HAS INSTSTUTED A FLEXI~
ble program called Srmart Start. Under i,
parents, teachers, doctors and nurses,
child-care providers, ministers snd busi-
nesspeople form partnerships at the
county level that set gosls for the eduea-
i and health vare of children under six,
These partnerships then administer pri-
vate and public funds as they see fit. [n
one cavnty, for example, administrators
chose to give subsidies te new parents so
that mothars could slay home from work
during & balsy's first vear. More than half
of North Carolina’s 100 counties are par-
ticipating In the program, at 3 eost to the
gtate of $68 millios.

Staiasg i
e cht eﬁ’

Governor James Hunt hopes that by
acdding hard science to his arguments, he
will sirengthen bis position when battling
for increasss in Smard Start fumiiz’zg* “Thig
is revolationary information,” ke says of
studies éemcnstmnng the sensitivity of ba-
bleg brains in the first vears of life. “Now.
that we can tneasore R and prove it and ¥
it can be made knowa widely so people un-
dersiand this, then they'll understand why
their sehoule sven’t going to work for them,
their technical training isn't going to work,

-other things we do later on wren't going to

work fully usless we do this part right and
do thig at the appropriate time.”

Same states have faund that & very sime
ple but powerful way to help parents is sim-
piv to coordinate the vatious services that
they already offer. In West Virginia, for ex-
ample, single sites that provide morathan a
dozen services have been established in sav-
@ communities, “Parenis typically get &
raparound and fxy only geb & long fist of
phone numbers.” says Ximberly Versas,
chairweoman of the state’s Early Childhood
Implementation Commission. “if they've re-
aliy motivated, they e get information, But
now we're roliing sut the red carpet & par
ents. They ouly bave to tell their story onee.”

As developmental experts often point
aut, child rearing is not an innate skdll, and
sevaral stites are trving o help educate
parents about parenting. Heme visiis by

4
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SPECIAL REPORT

social workers Or purses are among the
most promising methods, In Gregon such
visits oecur under & program  called
Henlthy Start. Sandys Daus, 22, 2 single
sother of an (8-month-old girl, recalls the
help she received from Mellissa Magill,

“Sha encomiged me 1z read books, s ot of
books,” says Daus, 1 thought when Sydney
got older, maybse two or three, we'd start
reading, Malizsa said no, stert reading to
her now. Sydney was s menth old.”

in Vermont xmneone from the sate's
Spccess by Six program first visits 2 home
within two weeks of & baby's birth. “That
gets us in the door at age zero instead of
age five, so we can assess what families
need,” Gevernor Howard Dess puints st
Visits may continue for up to three years,
“1t 35 so inexpensive,” says Dean, “to ke
care of childres relative to the sther things
we do, such as build jails and put up ex-
pengive social-sérvice networks fer run-
away youih.”

With the new scientific evidence to
baister #, the logie for spending money on
eariychildhood’ development programs
may seem incontrovertible, But not every-
one is canvineed. The question of what ap-
prosohes have worked and will work has
st been resoived. Research sugporte the
long-term benefits of clder programe that
are used as models today, bal those studies
are criticived because they ook at very
smal} samples of childres who were given
special attention and care.

“We have ssen over and over and over
that even if you can produce good results
with stralt programs, whenmex;mdwa
national level, the offect often &
says Bonadd Hasking, 2 top Republican staff
member of the House Ways and Means
Committew, “That i3 the case with Head
Start. We «till do not have evidence that
Hend Start pm&m any }mg-tr:rm effects.”

Social science, however, is an imper-
fect discipline. Referring to progeams for

+ young childres, Isabel Sawhill, a scholar at

the Urban institute and former offeial in
the UBnton Administration, has written,
*The evidencs is always mixed, We sitnply
do not know whether they work, In these
oases, oune must weigh the visk of doing
something and having it not work against
the risk of deing nothing and missing an
opportinity to improve lives. 1t can be just
o5 costly to aot fund o potentislly success-
fuf prograrm as & is to fund s potentially sn.
suceesghul one.”

Itight now, the total public expendi-
turg on early-childhood deveiopment is
tiny. Given the patential rewards, how
gigky is a bigger investment?  —Reported by
Any: Bischkmsn/Washington, Wendy Cole/Chicago,
Eita NeslyfDesver, Molissn Lodte/Cambridgo
and Lize K, TowleiRalelgh

HOLLYWOOD
GOES GAGA

Whoopi, Robin, Rob and friends

have found a new cause

ELESRITIES WHE PUBLICLY EMERACE
worthy cruses sometimss seem to
be suditioning less for Sense and
Sensihility than for Clueless. Stars
have dangled from heidges
protest logging practices, hawked clothes
made in sweatshops while promoting
miorsl values and slugged pesky photogra-
phiers even 33 they were bepging for kind-
nass to snimals. A recent surge of shiow-biz
interest in children, however, seems to be
a5 well gimed as' it {5 high profile. More
than half 2 dozen organizations founded or
funded by Hollywood celehrities are zaro-
ing in on kids' issues. And early childhood
devaloprment is one of their tog concems.
In April, asc-1v will sir a prime-time
spacial on brain development, directed
by Pob Refnor and featuring such A-Hist
stars a5 Tom Hanks and Robin Witliams.
It's the apening shot of gt eluborate mul-
timedia blitz that is coordinated by Fam-
ilics and Work Institute, based in New
York City, and includes public-service an-
nuncements, magazing  spacials, homs
videos, onfine sites and or-ROMs, "1
couldn't creste a big, federally fundad
program,” says Reiner. "Bt [ certainly
oan put on & show to raise awarcness
ahout how the first thrae years eritically

§ impact the way a child
5 later dends with society.”
g Reiner says he be-
§ came interested in baby
bram activity three years
: age during his own analy-
3 sis, Now he is taking his
£ case directly to the top.
He has been arging
President Clinton to host
a Washingion sunymit on
the subject and last
month sat beside Hillary
Clinton ata White House
arts-award dinner. The
next day she gave =
speech that inpluded a
long scction on early-
_ohildhood learning. “It's
an important issue for
. the President to get on)”
says Heiner. “You talk
about hying to fix the
welfars situation. This is
awayte doit”

- Refner iz one of
dozens of celebhrities who
have joined Haollywood's
latest children's crusade.
Whoopt Goldbery, Bar-
bra Sreisand, Whitney
Housten and Henry
Winkler have sll dongted
their names, their time
and evey their money to

various kids’ causes. Not only did Steven
Spivlberg sud hie wife Kate Capshaw so-
found the Childrens Action Network,
which makes edacational films and spon-.
sors amuonization campaigns, but Spigl-
berg alse chiirs the Starbright Foundation,
an innovative chardty group that deploys
entertzinment technologies 10 help ease
the suffering of sick childyan.

Hadlywoodd’s interest in a cuuse often
means Big Money. A benefit movie pre-
niere can raise up to $350,000 in a single
night, Stil, as Starbright managing divector
Chris Garvey notes, *Oer bosyd membors
give more than their money and Rolodex
€. They relish the hands-on expetiencs of
dealing with ghildren in hospitals.”

But not too bands on. Calebrity sights
ings at olindes and youth shelters are, for
the mast part, rare, “We try o provide chil-
drzn with & calm, soothing plate, not
chaotio, star-studded events,” says Leslia
Johnson of the Westside Chikdren's Conter
in Culver City, Cadifornia. “Besides, chil-
dren under #hree have different ideas
gbout celebrity. When Barney came 16 gur
Christmas party, Jim Carrey could have
been stansding there and ne oune would
have noticed B, —8y felffrey Rassnar/ .
Los Angefex
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- VIEWPOINT
Hillary Rodham Clinton

Comf

ort and Joy

The First Mom saggests reading as an easy way to help a baby’s brain grow

HE NIGHT AFTER THE INAUGURAL, BILL AND | GATHERED
with our family in the solarivim on the third floor of the
White House. After dinner our toddlor nephews Tyler
and Zachary climbed up on the souch with their Uncle
Eili to hear him read o story. They sceompanied him with
waords, sounds, pointed Bngers and 1 faw tussles over who
would bold the book. As I watched them, I thought of eli the
times Rill and T used to take turns reading stories to Chelsen,
Feery night one of us {and oocasionally buth) would stretch
aut 6o her bed, hold her in our arnw, and either read or
make up new tales about imaginary characters who em-
barked on improbable but breathtaking adventures.

Bill and { did not know sbout brain celis or synapses or
the newest discoveries in neuroscience. Reading to
Chelses became a daily ritual because it's what our own
parents and grandparents had dane with us, and because
we wanted to spend guiet Bme with her every day. BilP's
grandmother thought that
reading te him would help
him develop 2 strong vo-
cabalary and the language
skilis he would'need later §,
on in school. My mother - E/
and fathor placed a similar
premium on resding,;and
to this day I remamber the
feelings of security 1and
comfort that I felt sitting in
my grandfather’s lap when
ke mad stories - my
brothars and me,

Today, thunks to ad-
vances in braln resesrch,
we know that reading with
5 child hey intellectual,
emotional and physical
benefits that ean enhance
the child’s development. The intimacy of sharing books
and stories strengthens the emotional bonds betwaen a
parent and child, helps a child learn words and concepts,
and setually stzmu!utas the growth of a baby’s brain.

As I diseussed in my book, It Takes o Village, scientists
have disonvered that children whose parents read und talk
to them during the first three years of life oreste a stronger
foundation for future: reading suvenss, In sther words,
what our parents and grandparents knew inglinctively &s
now backed ap by herd scisntific evidence.

That's why doctors and purees are slarting to pre-
scribe reading to babies along with regulie checkups and

vaceinations. Recently 1 went to Georgetown University's -

Medical Center with Maurice Sendak, the renowned
childrens anthor and illustrator. His book Where the
Wild Things Are was one of Chelsea’swand Bill's—{fa-
varites. Mr. Sendak read the story o children, and | an-
neunced, along with representatives of the American
Academy of Pediatries, the American Booksellers Associ-

Mrs. Clinton with her daughitor In th crucial firet throo yours

ation and the American Library Association, a national
campaign to put books in the hands of parents who bring
thigir young children to the doctor, and to get doctors to
preseribe daily reading. My hushand and T will be dis-
eugsing this and other activities to follow up on the latest
findings about the brain at 2 White House conference in
the sz,zng,
it's important that we teke & heart whet the neuro-
scientists are telling us—without Ipsing the heart of the
reading mqmiﬁms, in today’s high-tech world of E-mail
and mierochips, it is easy to ferget the importance of hu-
men connections in our daily sctivities. Technology has
Brought many weleome convesionces to our lives. But it
has the potential to ereate feelings of dwtance detachment
and isolation among us.
Reading tw a child while touching, hugging and hold-
ing hiry or her can be & wonderful antidots 1o the im-
persanal tendencies of the
information agefor both
the adolt and the child
While oritics] 1o building
brains, reading i3 equally
importast o huilding
- trusting and close relation-
ships. Thet'’s why muny of
us remember the warmn
embrace or the comfort-
able lap that cradled us
when we read books as
children. And that's why
veading should not be
viewed solely as an intel
fectual propogition, par-
ticulurly In the e in
which we pow live,
I Amsricany take away
only one lesson from these
exciting scientific discoveries, I'hope its that reading to

" children is easy, affordable and-feasible for parents no

matter what their level of education or economic station in
tife. Chitdren's books are available for free at public
fibraries in every community and can be found at reason-
abla gricss in many bankstores. Boctors, Hbrarians, teach-
ers, hook publishers, businecc leaders and the news media
can help make books svailable to families and eduonte
pareris sbout the vital role that reading plays in por chil-
dren's lives,

Bt isn't very often that we have before us such a sinple,

* inexpensive and plessurable way to improve our children's

heaith and development and raise their prospects for a
brighter future. Whether you lie down together on the rug,
sit together in an old rocking chair or cuddle on your
child's bed the way Bill sad | used to with Chelses, there
is no helter way to spend time than reading to your child,
And now we also know that there are fow betier ways

. ta help your baby's brain grow., Tl
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FROM:  !Nicole Rabner, Pauline Abernathy  lnaT Vi wopint e bin |
 RE: . Brain Conference h\ '

Before you leave on your exciting journey through Africa, we thought we would give vou an

update on the Brain Conference and ask for your thoughts and guidance on a few issues.

Confergnce announcement

First, the WHf?ress Office this morming put out a statement by the President announcing the date
and themes of the Conference (statement is attached). Also, the President talked about the
Conference in his education speech today in North Carolina (see aftached).

Attached is an agenda that lays out our cumrent thinking for the agenda of the Conference. As we
have discussed, the broad thinking is as follows:

. The Conference opens with remarks by yvou and the President, in which you both frame
the Conference, provide context for why the early years are significant, how the U.S.
Gavernment’s role has been particularly vital in supporting research advances, and what
this information means for all Americans.

» Dr. Hamburg then moderates the first small group of experts, a leading neuroscientist (Dr,
Schatz} and a behavioral/familial development expert (Dr. Cohen), who present a succinct
overview {with visual aides) of “what we know” with regard to brain development and
how experience {positive and negative) can shape biology.

» The first panel then broadens to include a discussion with experts connected to direct
services for children/parents in the earliest vears of life - an obstetnician {who can
address pre-natal care issues), a pediatrician and a child care/early education expert.

. This tf::‘ctenf;’le{i panel then addresses specific concerns of parents -~ concerns and
questions, which, as we’ve discussed, are generated by the poll that Zero to Three is
conducting with parents around the country. We thought vou could moderate this portion
and pose the questions to specific people on the panel. This is also an opportunity to pose
some of the “tough questions™ that we gpoke of, i.e. “does this research mean that parents
should stay at home” or “does this mean adopting or fostering an older child is not a good
idea”



. Break {er funch. As ycn advised, we would have Administration (WH, Cabinet and sub-
Cai;zzwi) table hosts to spur discussion. Perhaps we could, as you suggested, have a
“pmygr»bmakfast style” give-and-take with the guests, This will also serve as an
important opportunity, as you have suggested, for the guests to visit with one another.

I

. The second pancl would have the “it takes a village” theme, i.&. an exploration what all
sectors of society are doing to enhance early childhood development, equip parents and
care-givers with the most recent findings about development and strengthen families. We
have received many recommendations for the business, faith, medical and media
communities, and are in the process of vetung. We will forward recommendations to you
in Africa early next week. It might make sense to have someone from an overall
community imervention program {such as Chicago’s Dunce of Prevention) to serve as
mﬁderatm This may also be the vepue to have Governors participate, to address, ona
state and local level, how this information is used. Gov. Voinevich from Ohio is
certainly highest on our list for a speaking role. This panel may also be the best place to
include Rob Reiner.

. The Conference concludes with a series of announcements, which perhaps you would
moderatef.

We intend to extend formal invitations for participation in the Conference on your behalf in your
absence, so please advise ug if we are on the right track, or if any of the gpecific names on the
attached draft agenda should be revisited. We have already consulted widely in formulating the
list for panel One - as you may expect, no one person thought the same, but there was consensus
that these are leaders in the early development community, David Hamburg was particularly
helpful in formulating this list, and he will advise as we move forward,

The attached agenda does ot include two people that you have mentioned, although ’m unclear
whether you felt they should have spesking rele on one of the paneis or if they should be invited
to attend:

1. Ben Carson

Johns Hopking

{We have not heard his name by any of our recommenders, but will check into his background
and expertise.) .

2. Bettye Caldwell

U niversity of Arkansas

{She has been recommended to u3 as a possible speaker, and certainly the “mother” of early
chiklhood development -- but since her expertise is behavioral development, we thought that
perhaps D, Donald Cohen of Yale could cover that part. One way to include her would be to
replace Dr. Brazelton on Panel One with her, as they are both pediatricians and professors of
pediatrics.)



Conference Lavout

We have a fe\ir options for the layout of the East Room for the two panels of the Conference.

" Ann Stock advises that once we set up the East Room, we will pot have flexibility to change it
during lunch, because of lighting and sound considerations. Ann presents a fesw options for our
review and suggests that our decision should reflect our intention for the tone of the Conference,
OPTION I: ' The East Room is sct up audience-style, with the panelists {including vou and the
President) seated before 1004 invited guests. Stand-up mics could allow for audience

participation, as appropriate, and a podium off to one side would allow for the opening and
closing remarks and announcements.

OPTION 2:  The East Room is set up with a centered enormous hollow sguare {used, for
example, when the President meets with the NGA}, with approximately 60 people around this
large table. Panelists, along with you and the President, would sit on one side of the square.
This option would allow for a small {approx 25) person audience and would, of course,
encourage significant participation from the invited guests.

RECOMMENDATION: After consulting with Melanne and Elena Kagan, we recommend
Option 1. We think the tone of the panels is better set and controlled with this fayout and it
would allow for more invited guests. Further, the guests are not “equal” in what they bring to the
panel discussions or how we wanl them to participate {as, for example, all the Governors are
“equal”™), and therefore, we should focus on choosing carefully those we ask to serve on the
panels themselves.

Piease advise:

Option 1 (Audience style) Option 2 (Hollow square style) Discugs
Conference Audiencs

I will forward a list for your review tomorrow, broken into two sections -- those who may be
critical to invite and others that represent a very broad group of suggestions. The list is far too
long and needs to be significantly reduced, but it might help for you to have something o react
to, 50 as to ensure that that we do not omit those you feel strongly about inchuding.

|
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While you are away, we are likely to have to negotiate with the President’s staff the amount of
time the President will dedicate to participating in the Conference. I believe our position is that
we would prefer that he participate as much as possible, but it would be helpful to us to get 2
sense of what you think is most important for him to do:

___ Opening Remarks
___Panel One (overview of research and questions of parents)
___Lunch

__ Panel Two (“It Takes A Village™)
|
___Annoucements.

Reiner Invol R .

We plan to continue discussions about having a reception in Washington on the evening of the
Conference, as a fitting venue for the screening of Reiner’s TV show. We would also appreciate
your views on encouraging Reiner to hold off on his formal launch of his Engagement Campaign
until either during or after the WH Conference.



DRAFT F 01? DISCUSSION PURPOSES ONLY

White House Conference on Early Childhood Development and Learning:
"What New Research on the Brain Tells Us About OQur Youngest Children

April 17, 1997
Opening Remarks
The East Room
9:00-9:30 am The President and First Lady frame the day, underscore the uni:jue

contribution of United States Government in supporting research and
highlight the national opportunity and responsibility the new findings
' present

SESSION ONE: Exploration of Current Scientific Research
on the Brain and Its Applications for Parents and Care-givers
The East Room e

m: Dr. David Hamburg, MDD, President, Carnegie Corporation of New York
9:30-10:15 am” Inside the Baby s Brain: an overview of recent discoveries in neuroscience
: (with brief slides and/or videotape and/or model of developing brain} ‘

!

Dr. c;;uza Schatz, University of California, Berkeley (neuroscientific overview)

Dr. Danald Cohen, Director, Yale Child Study Center (behaviora! science overview)
! :

10:15-10:45 am Discussion of What This Research on the Brain Means for Parenting,
i Health Care and Early Education

%
H

Dr. Ezra Davidson, MD), Drew University of Medicine {obstetrician)
i

Dr, T. Berry Brazelton, MD, Harvard University (pediatrician)
; .

Dr. Deborah Phillips, National Research Council (child care/early education expert)

10:45.11:30 am Presenters from the opening session address concerns of parents --
guestions are generaled from o poll Zero To Three is conducting with
parents aeross the country

¥
3

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton frames discussion and poses questions
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@ari&ing Luncheon
State Dining Room
i
12:00-1:30pm " Administration luncheon table hosts engage guests, who here have a
' chance to visit informally with one another

{Possible Praver Breakfasi-style luncheon]

Panel Two: Applying the Knowledge

An Exploration of What Communities and Various Sectors of Society
Can Do To Support Parents and Equip Them With Current Rescarch
The East Room

Moderawr: é?assibiy: Harriet Mever, Executive Director, Ounce of Prevention Fund: or
: DPwayne Cromplon, ED-KCMC, Kansas Gity, MO (runs Head
Start, Early Head Start, and child care programs)

1:45-3:15pm | Various Sectors of society discuss how they are using new scientific
| Jindings 10 support famities and enhance early childhood development and
b learning
!

Faith Community: Working with Flo. Some possibilities include:

: Rev. Eileen Lindner, National Council of Churches of Christ,

| leader in convincing churches to provide child care, a Catholic Nun
from 81, Vincent’s Home int Denver, which uses Partners in
Parenting Education (PIPE), applying biclogically based research
to parenting strategies.

b

E
Business Representative:  Ralph Larson, CEO of Johnson & Johnson; or

! Brad Butler, retired CEQ, Procior & Gamble; or

: Doug Leatherdale, CEQ, Si. Paul Compantes.

E{Yi}iz vigited St. Paul Companies in 1996. Among this Fortune 300 company’s

‘many family friendly palicies is a state-of-the-art day care center staffed by

people with degrees in child development and offer a developmental curriculum

for children ages zero-six. They are on the DOL Women’s Bureau Honor Roll.]

‘Early Head Start: Dwayne Crompton if he is not moderating. Both Harriet Meyer
4 and Dwayne Crompton run Early Head Start programs.

Community Program: Exploring possibilities, including:
' Harriet Meyer, if not moderating; or
Wil Blechman, Train the Trainers, Miand, FL.. Blechmanisa
retired doctor and member of the kwanis who developed a
.program 1o train community organizations to apply neuroscience to
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\ their work.
I

Police Chief, if we identify one effectively using early development knowledge
]

Media: Rob Reiner or
Geraldine Laybourne, President, ABC Cable
Local Government: Gov. Voinavich, Ohio, and a E}cmocr;ztic Governor
Child Care: May be covered by above cazevgmies’adéqaawiy.
HIPPY Representative: Arkansas or D.C.? Pcri*faps a parent who benefited from HIPPY
Program for Fathers: May be covered by above categories adequately.
Mz;sic,‘ . May be covered by above categories adequately.

Concluding Session: Announcements For Fature Action
The Esast Reom

Mggigiam: First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
3:45-4:30pm i A series of announcements of future action

Pwsiﬁ@nt Clinton

H

(nthers To be Determined
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Draft List - As of 3/19/97

i WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON

| EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT. AND LEARNING: - Elaana
| WHAT NEW RESEARCH ON THE BRAIN
TELLS US ABOUT OUR YOUNGEST CHILDREN

H

PART L. — INVITATIONS

The following 'are people or grganizations whick will be invited to partivipate in the conference
pending your final approvai.

PANEL ONEPARTICIPANTS

David Hamburg
President ;
Carnegie Corporation of New York
437 Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10022
Phone: 212-371.3200
Fax: 212-223-8831
First panel moderator,

I
I

Dr. Donald Céﬁm
Director '
Yatle Child Study Center
[rving Harris Professor of Child
Psychiatry, Pediatrics and Psychology
Yale University
Post Office Box 207900
New Haven, CT 06526-7900
Phone: 203-785-575%
Fax: 203.785-7402
Highly reccommended by Carnegie and HHS.

Carla Shatz, PhD
Professor of Nevrobiology
Department of Molecular and Cell Biology
Howard Hughs Medical institute and
University of California, Berkeley
Berkeley, CA 98720
Phone: 510-643-5621

Universally recommended.



T. Berry Brazelton
Medical Director
Boston Medical Center
Boston, MA
Phone: 617-534.7424
Fax: 617-534.79i%
Univezisaiiy recommended.

£
H

Dr. Ezra Davidson
Drew Usiversity of Medicine
Los Angeles, (‘JA
Recon!zmcaéed by David Hamburg,

|

Deborah Phillips, PhD .
Ditector of Board on Children and Families of the National Research Councit
National Academy of Sciences
2141 Constitution Avenue, NW
Harris Building, Room 156
Washington, DC 20418
Phone: 202.334.1935
Fax: 202-334-3829
Also recommended by HHS, NIH and Camegie.

R
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Harriet Meyer

Executive Director

Qunce of Prevention Fund
122 South Michigan Avenue
Suite 2050

Chicago, IL 60603

Phone: 312-922.3863

Fax:  312-972-3337

Possible moderator. Heads national prominent public-private partnership that develops, runs and

evaluates innovative carly intervention strategies for replication.

Dr. Gloria Rodriguez
President and CEO
Avance Family Support and Education Program
301 South Frio, Suite 310
San Antonio, TX 78207
210-270-4630
Hispanic parenting organization recommended by Camnegie,

{rwayne Crompton
Executive Director
KCMC-Early Child Development Corporation
Kansas City, MO
Early head start program. Highly recommended.

Melvin Warring

Chief of Police

New Haven, CT
Model for DOJ-funded Yale Child Study Center effort to build collaborations between pal ice
precints and child development/mental health experts. Highly rec. By DOJ,

Doug Leatherdale
CEO,
5t. Paut Companies
3835 Washington Street
Saint Faui, MN 35103
Phone: 612-310-781%
Fax: 8123107318
Insurance co. HRC visited with model family-friendly programs, including mode) child care,
0:« .
Ralph Larsen
Chairman and CEO
Johnson & Johnson
One Johnson & Johnson
New Brunswick, NI 08933-6001
Phone: 908-524.0400; Fax:  908-8284066
Universally recommended for their dedication to children and children’s research, Family fmmﬁy
workplace. Working with the Engagement Campaign.

!
|
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Or :

Leland Brendsel

Freddie Mac

Virginia X
Sponsors Comerstenes Project in Washington, D.C. dedicated to assisting service providers in
developing effective, high-quality programs for families with infants and toddlers.

Mr. Rob Reiner
Castierock Entertainment
Los Angelos, CA
Creativ:c {zader of National Engagement Campaign.

Catholic Nun (possibly)
81, Vincent's Home
Denver, CG
Using the PIPE model

Barry Zuckerman (possibly}

Chatrman of Pediatrics

Boston City Hospital

818 Harrison Avenue

Dowling South Suite 308

Boston, MA 02188

Phone: 617-534-7424

Fax: 617.534-744
Created and instituted child development programs that are run by {and in) the Hospital such as
carly learning and reading programs, Also recommended by Camegpie.

Respondents:  Chairs of the NGA's Children’s Task Force Co-Chairs

Governor Bab Milier
Statz of Nevada
Executive Chamber
Capitol Complex
~ Carson City, Nevada 89710
Phone: 762/687-5670

Governor George Voinovich
. Office of the Governor

77 South High Street
* Columbus, Ohis 43215
i Phone: 614/644.0813

]
:
i
t
f
]
)
!

H

3 =
S



Dr. Bettye Caldwell, PhD
Professor of Pediairics
Departraent of Pediatric Care
Arkansas Children’s Hospital - South Campus
800 Marshall Street
Little Rock, AR 72202-3591
Phone: 501-320-6583
Phone: 501/320-1552
Highly Rec. by Carnegie and HHS.

Dr. Ben Carson
Brain Surgeon
Sohns Hopking University School of Medicine
Baltimore, MD
Spoke a1 Frayer Breakfast,

Dr. Harey Chugani, MD -

Director, PET Center

Children’s Hospital of Michigan

3901 Besubien Boulevand '

Detroit, Ml 48201.2196

Phone: 313.993.2867

Fax:  313.993-1845
Head of Neurology. Serves as Professor of Pediatrics, Nevrology and Radiclogy st Wayne State
University School of Medicine. Recommended by OPL and Camegie.

Dr. Megan Guaner, Ph.D.

Institute of Child Development

University of Minnesota

Minncapolis, MN 55455

Phoner 612-624-2846 .
Expertise in emotional development in infants; behavioral inhibitions, Universally -
recommended,

Dr. J. Ronald Lally, EaD
Director, Ceater for Child and Family Studies
WESTED. Far West Laboratory
180 Harbor Drive
#112
Sausalito, CA 94965
Phone: 4135-333.5277
Fax:  415.331-0301 _
0-3 Board of Directors and highly universally recommended.
| s
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Dr. Shirley Malcom
American Association of the Advancement of Science
Recommended highly by Hambueg. Leader on Camegie report, Starting Points.
! |
Dr. David Olds, PhD.
Prevention Center for Family & Child Health
University of Colorado
303 East 17th Avenue
Suite 200 ;
Denver, CO 80203
Phone: 303/861.1715
Fax:  303.861-2441
Preeninent scholar in evalualing home intervention programs, such as HIPPY, and has
demongtrated positive results, Rec. by HHS and Hamburg,

t

Dr. Kyle Pruitt, M.D:

Clinical Professor of Psychiatry

Yale Study Center

New Haven, CT

Phone: 203.453.3632

Fax: 203-785-7611
Father's impact on early development and young children’s health. Student and close colleagoe
of Dr. Saf!y Provence,

i
Mr. julias Rxchmond ,
Harvard Univ arsnzy
Cambridge, MA

Strongly recommended as essential. Former Surgeon General, widely viewed as most credible
health Eexpegi in the country.

i
Harold Varmus
NIH
Building 126, Ronm 1
Q000 Rcckv:H? Pike
Bethesda, MD 20892
Phone: 301.496.2433
Fax:  301.402.2700

&
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Edward Zigler-
Director i
The Yale Bush Center in Child Development and Social Policy
Yale University
New Haven, CT
Phone: 203-432-9931
Fax: 203.432.9933
Founder of Head Start. Also recommended by Camegie.



Nancy Beang

Executive Director

Society for Neuroscience

11 Dupont Circle, NW, Suite 300

Washington, D.C. 20038

Phone: 202-462-6688 .
Membership of 26,000 brain rescarchers worldwide includes leading authorities on learning and
development, who are on the cutting edge of research in this area.

§
¢

%

Ianice Cox
President
Georgia State Parent Teacher Association
1 {4 Baker Street, NE
Atlanta, GA 30318
Phone: 404/639-0214
Recommended by Secrotary Riley. Representing the National PTA.

Dr. Jim Dearth .

Children’s Hospital of Alabama

1600 Seventh Avenue, South

Birmingham, AL 35233

Phone: 205-939-9895 s

Fax: 205-939-5177
Actively developing programs to implement in the hospital. NACHRI has suggested that Dr.
Dearth represent their organization

i

Marian Wright Edelman
President

Children's Defense Fund
25 E Styeet, NW
Washington, D.C. 20001
Phone: 202-662.3547
Faxy  202.662-3360

Deborah Eaton
National Association for Family Child Care
Recommended by HHS and Carnegie. Association for family, home-based day care centers.

H
i
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Yolie Florez

1613 Hill Drive

Los Angeles, CA 50041
A long-time advocate in child development and education in the Hispanic community. She is
currently working with the Annie E.Casey Foundation feading their Latino Children Initiative as
she is on sabbatical from her professional position with the Children's programs office of the
City of Los Angeles,

H

Elen Galinsky, MS
Co-President

Family and Work Institute
330 Seventh Avenue

14th Floor

. New York, NY 10601

Phone: 212-465-2044 x 204

Fax: 212-485-8637 .
Leader in child development and balancing work/family issue. Working closely on ¢child
development issues with the NGA. Recommended by Camegie and many others.

Sarab Greene

Executive Director

National Head Start Association, Partnership Project
1651 Prince Sireet

Alexandria, VA 22314

Phone: 703.739.0875

Fax:  703.739-0878

Eleanor Guggenheimer
Child Care Action Campaign
330 Seventh Street, 17th Floor
New York, NY 1000]
Phone: 212-239-0138
Fax: 212.268-6515
Founder of one of the foremost groups of child care advocacy groups in New York City.

Bill Harris i
Kids PAC, Head Start
Irving i:larris’s son. Active child advocate, recommended by Camegie.
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Dr. Clarissa Lt;istcn\\r'illis

Executive Director

Southern Early Childhood Association

Box §593¢ .

Lintle Rock, AK 722155950

Phone: 301-663-03133

Fax: 501-663-21i4
One of the preeminent southern organizations dealing with children 0-3. Their extensive netwaork
blankets organizations and programs in all Southern states. Universally recommended.

Barbara Relsman, Executive Director
Child Care Action Campaign
330 Seventh Street, 17th Floor
Hew York, NY 10061
Phone: 212.239-0138
Fax: 212-268.6315
Ome of the foremost groups of child cace advocacy groups in New York City.

Lucy Hackney:
3021 O Swreet, NW
Washington, DC 20007
Phone: 202.965-3313
Fax:  202-965.7140
I
Robert E. Hanneman, MD
President !
American Academy of Pediatrics
2600 Greenbush Street
Lafevette, IN 47903
Phone: 317.448-8000
Fax: 317-448.-1160 -
Reco:qmendcd both by OPL and HHS.

David Liederman

Executive Director

Child Welfare League of Amsrica
440 First Strect, NW, Suite 310
Washington,, [3.C. 2000]

Phone: 2026382952

Fax: 702-638-4004

i
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Judith E. Jones

Founder

National Center for Children in Poverty -

Columbta University

_ Kew York, NY

Recommended by HHS and Camegie. Zero ~three focus.

£
t

Matthew Melmed

Executive Director

Zero o Three National Center for Inifanis, Toddlers and Familics

723 15th Street, NW

Suite 1000

Washingtoa, DC 20005-1013

Phone: 202-538-1144

Fax:  202.342.9553
Well known for their extensive research on child development. Creator of many publications and
visual aids for parents and their young childeen.

Evelyn K. Moore

Executive Director

National Black Child Development Institute

1023 15th Street, NW

Sulte 800

Washington, D.C. 20605

Phone: 202-387-1281

Fax:  202-234-1738 ‘
One of the foremost organizations working on child development issues. They are well respected
for their work with developmental issues of minority children. Recommended by OPL and
{arengie.

Susan Roman

Executive Direstor

American Libraries Association Services to Children

50 East Huroo Street

Chicago, IL 60611-2795

Phone: 312-280-2162

Fax:  312-280-3257
This branch of the ALA focuses on programs in which young children learn, particularly
acad;emic and reading efforts.

H
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Carol Brunson Phillips, Pa.D,

Executive Director

Council for Eérly Childhood Professional Recognition

Washington, DC

Phone: 202-265-9090
Known for her reseach related to the effect of caregiving adublts’ racial attitudes on the
devleopment of young children.

Marilyn Smith

Executive Director

National Asscciation for the Education of Young Children

1509 16th Swreet, NW

Washington, DC 20036

Phone: 202-328-2605

Fax: 202-3281846
Represent the leaders in early child care quality assessment. Extensive national network of
educators, child care providers, researchers, etc. Publish the magazine, Young Child, Strongly
rccomgmnded by OPL, HHS and Carnegie.

Yasmina Vinci

Executive Director

National Association of Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies

1319 F Street, NW

Suite 810

Washington, DU 22204

Phone: 202-393-3501

Fax: 202-392-1108
Umbrells organization working with an extensive networl of grassroots child care and parental
referral agencies. They offer a imp. perspective programs that are and are not effective because
of their fist hand knowledge with children and parents. Recommended by Carengie and HHS,

i

Claudia Wayne
Executive Director
National Center for the Early Childhood Workforce
733 15th Sweet, NW
Suite 1037
Washington, DC -
Phone: 202- 737.7700
Fax: 202-737-0370
Leading organization for training child care providers. Highly recommended by OPL and HHS.

12



Bemice Weissbourd

Family Resource Coalition

Chicage, IL, ‘
National organization representing the emerging family suppont movement. Gffer many of the
social supports that were once provided by a aetwork of stable extended familics within a

community, .

[P
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Bobbie Block
Child Devieopment Councii of Washington, D.C.
Washington, DC
Recom:ﬂendf:ﬁ by HHS and Carol Thompson Cole to represent the District.

Shannon Bryant

Student/Team Leader

Jumpstart ;

Little Rock, AR
Iumpstart is an Americorp program which allows students to obtain work-study benefits through
eommunity service, Shannon is a sophomore at Harvard. Participated in head start as a child and
credit his success to it. Began as'a Jumpstart Cops mermber and now returns as a team leader,
Son of Leroy Bryant, Executive Director of the non-profit group, A New Beginning, Inc.

Abby Cleland
Recommended strongly by Secretary Riley, awaiting details.

Sharon Darling!

President

National Center for Family Literacy
Waterfront Plaza, Suite 200

323 West Main Street

Louisville, KY 40202.4251

Phone: 502-584-1133

Fax: 502.-584-0172

Barbara Dellinger

Head Start Director for Charlotte/Mecklenburg

Bethlchem Center

2705 Baltimore Avenue

Charlotte, NC 28203

Phone: 703-371.7403

Fax:  704-371.7435
Recommended by Riley. Sister of Walter Dellinger. Tutored the first class of black students
who desegregated the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schoof Distriet.

i
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Henry Foster i
Chief Executive Officer
The National Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy
2100 M Street, NW Suite 500 ‘
Washington, D.C. 20037
Phone: 202-857-8692
Fax: 202/331-7735
Important nexus with early intervention issues.
|
Grace Lucille Hill
Recommended strongly by Secretary Riley.

Eloise Jenks '

President

National Association of WIC Directors

Executive Director of the Los Angeles WIC Program
Los Angeles, CA

Glorta Johnson Powell, M.D.

Judge Baker Children's Center

295 Longwood Avenue

Boston, MA 02115

Phone:: 1617-232-8390
First African American women in the history of the Harvard Medical School to serve as a tenured
professor of child psychiatry. Developed a home based program for inner city children and
families using a Mobil unit to bring primary mental health care services door-to-door.

Doug Quiett

Marin City Families First

Marin City, California _
Model education/social services intervention program for low-income, primarily African
American community. Involves home-based care management system and community-based
intervention services. Recommended by 0-3.

Ashley Swift
Aftorney
- Smart Start ProgramVolunteer
c/o Womble Carlyle, Sadridge & Rice Law Firm
Post Office Drawer 84
Winston-Salem, NC 27102
Highlighted by the President in 3/13 visit.

15



{nez Moore Tanenbaum

President

South Carolina Center for Family Policy

911 Lady Street

Suite D

Columbia, SC 29201

Phone: 803.929-0464

Fax;  803-929-0i07
Recommended by the President and Secretary Riley. Working with the community in $C to
address issaes such as welfare, quality child care, prenatal care and parent education initiatives.

Maria Gregory Taylor
County School District
Fountain Ian, SC
Recommended by Secretary Rilev. Parent education expert involved in Parents as Teachers

Program,

;

Ruth ?mcy

Mavaio Hea! :hfillmzc

Post Office Box 697

Ganado, AZ 86505

Phone: 520-755-3411

Fax:. 520.927.5162
Works on the Navajo Health Clinics on the Reservation on which she fives. Her work in
primarily with pareat who have young children with disabilities. She herself is a parentofa
child with Down Syndrome.

t

i
Chad Wick
Winning Teams for Young Children: Parents and Professional Leaming Together through Teciamlegy
Cincinnati, OH
Seven.manth training program designed to teach participants—including 9,000 pamms and 3,000
early chlld tiood professionals--how to work together to create an optimal home and child care
seztmgs for children 0-5. Highly recommended by 0-3.

i
¥

Miriam Westheimer
Executive Dhrecior
HIFPY USA
53 W, 23rd Stroet
Sixth Floor
New York, NY 10610
Phone: 212-678-3500
Fax: 212.678.4136
Home intervention program.

i
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Mildred Winter

Executive Director

Parents as Teachers

National Center, Enc.

{8176 Corporate Square Drive, Suite 230

St. Louis, MO 63132

Phone: (314)432-4330

Fax: (314)432-8563
Organization is one of the only national early childhood program that is taking the frontier of
science directly from the laboratory to the living room. Working with Charles A. Dana
Foundation .

17
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FOUNDATIONS

Dr. John Bruerr
President
McConneil Foundation

Betty Hamburg
W.T. Grant Foundation
Wife of David Hamburg. Expert on early development.

Irving B. Harris

Chairman

The Harris Foundation

2 North La Salle Street

Chicago, IL 60602-3703

Phone: 312-621-0650

Fax: 312-621-0857
Long time researchers and advocates in child development. Sponsored a similar conference on
brain development in Chicago with the Families and Work Institute.

Michael Levine . . _

Program Officer for Education and Healthy Development of Children and Youth

Camegie Corporation of New York '

437 Madison Avenue

New York, NY 10022

Phone: 212/207-6314"

{

David Mahoney

Chairman

The Charles A. Dana Foundation

745 Fifth Avenue

Suite 700 |

New York, NY 10151

Phone: 212-223-4040

Fax: 212-593-7623 :
Working with children’s groups to research, develop programs, and educate the public on
developmental science. '

18



Robert E. Allen
Chief Executive Officer
AT&T
Phone: 908-221-5151
Universally recommended for their family friendly practices. Significantly funding Engagement
Campaiign' :
|
Louis Gerstner! Jr.
Chairman & CEO
IBM Corporati('r)n
Old Orchard Road
Armonk, NY 10504 .
Phone: 914-763-6717
Fax: 914-765-7030
Corporate pioneer in creating a family friendly environment. Recommended universally. Known
for their interest/investments in children.

Small Bl.lsim:ss:I Representative (TBD)

Scholastic, Inc.:
|

|
| 19
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FAITH COMMUNITY

{Flo McAfTe will be reviewing and making further recommendations).

Man Rich _

National President

National Council of Jewish Women

&th Floor

53 West 23rd Street

New York, NY 10010

Phone: 212/643-4048

Fax:  212/645-7466
NCJW is a volunteer organization with 90,000 members that works to improve the quality of life
for women, children and families. Their rasearch arm, “Center for the Child,” focuses on issues
related 1o early childhood development .

20
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ENTERTAINMENT/MEDIA

¥

Pat Butler

Vice President
Washinigton Post Company
Washiagton, DC

Judsen Culbresth
Editor

Working Mother

230 Park Ave.

New York, NY 10169
Phone: 212-551-9500

frwin Dougan

Executive Director

_ PBS

703/739-5015

or

Children’s Television Workshop

Ellen Gilbert .

International Creative Management, Inc.

Talent and Literacy Agency

8942 Wilshire'Blvd.

Beverly Hills, CA 90211

ph  310-550-4000

fax 310-550-4100 .
Spearlileadiug Coordination of Reines's Eagagement Campaign,

Jane M. Healy, PhD.
Author ;

4266 Cotumbine Drive
Yail, CO 81657
Phone; 97-476-9351
Fax: 9?8—6?6—2923

Gersldine Leybourne
Fresident .
ABC/Disney (;abic

21



4
Henery Muller
Time-Wamner Executive

Friend to the field of early child development. As then editor-in-chief of Time Magazine, was
responsible for Time cover siory,

i

Judith Nolte
Editor in Chief
American Baby
249 W, 17th S¢.
New York, NY 10011
Phone: 212.462-3300
Staff contact; Wendy Maugle

. Rob Reiner and Michclle Reiner

Phone: 3116.285.2328
Producing 3 special series and campaign on child development in partnership with an extensive
and diverse network of children’s and educational issues.

H

H
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. Providence, Rhode Istand §2903
t: 401277-2080
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PART I ~ CONSIDERATIONS

The following lists are those that were considered for an Invitation. These persons/organizations will
naot be invited to partivipate in the Conference, but may be invited to watch the conference vin o live
Jeed in Room 4}5 0 of the Old Executive Office Building.

P . . ;
Pleave note those with an asterisk {*) as you may wisk (o reconsider their participation. However, due
fo space limitations, this may require that someone on the invitation list be taken off.

SCIENTISTS AND EXPERTS

* D, §. David Hawkins

Developmental Research Programs,, Inc.

437 Madison Avenue

New York, NY 10622

Phore: 212-371-3200

Fax: 212-754-4073
Highly recommended by the Dept, of Justive. Risk focused prevention. Pioneered programs for
fuvenile delinquence, violenee, een-pregnancy, school drop-out and substance abuse problems.
Top rescarcher.

;

* Sharon Lynn Kagan
Sernior Associate
Yale Bush Center
Yale University
New Haven, CT
Recommended by Hamburg. Recently co-authored book with Cohen. Member of the National
Commision on Head Start and Chapter One.

* Patricia Geidrlmn«ﬁakic and Pasco Rakic
Professor of Neuroscience
Section of Neurebiology
Yale University School of Medicine
333 Cedar Street, SHM, €363
New Haven, CT 86520
Phone: 203-785-5788
Fax, 203-785.5263
Rec. by Carnegic and HHS. Patricia possible panelist.
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* Craig T. Ramey, PhD,
Director and Professor of Psychology, Pediatrics, Maternal and Child Health and Sociclogy
The University of Alabama at Birmingham
SC33
Birmingham, Alabama 35295-0021
Phone: 205-934-8%00
Fax:  205-975-6330
Rec. by HHSE and Camegie.

* Lisabeth Schomr
Harvard University
Cambridge, MA : \
Recommended by Camegle, Wrote a book on the importance of child development programs
several years ago. Has a new publication examining how we can step-up current programs.

Heidelise Als, PhD.
Director of Neurobehavioral Infant and Child Studies
Children’s Hospital - Boston
320 Longwood Avenue - Enders Building 028
Boston, MA 62115
Phone: 617-355-8249
Fax:  617-355.7203
Pioneer the study of premature, low birth weight babtes who have intracranial hemorrhages. Led
to mew procedures in neonatal intensive care nurseries. Received Decade of the Brain Research
Award front the Chicago Institute of Neurosurgery and Meuroreseach . Per Naomi Karp.

.

Dan Baily, Ph.D.

Director, National Center on Early Development and Education

Frank Porter Graham Center

University of Nosth Carolina at Chapel Hill

CB # 8180,.105 Smith Level Road

Chapel Hifl, NC 27599-8180

Phone: 919-966-4250

Fax:  9i9.966.7532
Exiremely knowledgeable about carly child development and disability, especially genetic
disorders.

Elizabeth Bates
University of California, San Diego
Recommended by HHS.



Richard Brandon, Ph.D.

Herman Services Policy Center

University of Washington

Box 353060

Seattle, WA 98833060

Phone: 206-685-3133

Fax: 206-616-5769
Quality Child Care Think Tank. Urging new types of certification and standards for child care
warkers.

Urie Bronfenbrenner
Cornell University
Recommended by Carmegie.

Joan R, Challinor
Commissioner’
.S, National Comumission on Libraries and Information Science
3117 Hawthorne Street, NW
Washington, DC 20008
Phone: 202/965-9447
Fax:  202/965.6115
Recommended by DPC.

Geraldine Dawson

Professor of Psychalogy

University of Washmgmn
Highly respested expert, supe:b communicator on brain research, focuses on interplay between
hivlogy and environment among children of depressed mothers, Recommended by Camegie,

i

Marian Diamond _

Biologist/Professor

University of California, Berkeley
Recommended by Assistant to the Attorney General, Diamond 2 Keynote at Renaissance
Weckend. Expert in early childhood development and development of baby’s brains.

Felton Earls, MD

Professor of Human Behavior
Department of Maternal and Child Health
Harvard Schoot of Public Health

677 Huntington Avenug

Boston, MA 921135

Phone: (6174321227

Fax: {617)432-3448
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Dr. Gerald Edelman
Director ’
The Neurosciences Institute
10640 John Jay Hopkins Drive
San Diego, CA 92121
Phone; 619-626-2000 :
Recommended by former Rep. Lyon Schenk of CA. Nobet Prize winning neuroscientist.

Dr, Martha Farrell Erikson
Director of Children, Youth and Family Consortium
University of Minnesota
Minnesota
' Recommended by Nancy Hoit. Attachment theory expert.

Aida Giachelle, Ph.D, )

Midwest Latino Health Research Center

Umniversity of Hlmois - Chicago

1640 West Roosevelt Road

Office 636

Chicago, 1L 60608

Phone: 312-413-1952

Fax:  312-996-3212 .
Works with Latino children whose families have special necds, Consults with Spanish-speaking
television programs to make sure that appropriate parenting activities that foster child
development are demonstrated as & model for those warching.

Corey Goodman
University of California, Berkeley
Recommended by HHS.
i
!
[ir, Stanley Greenspan, M.D.
Clinical Professor of Psychiatry and Pediatrics
George Washington Medical School
Washington, DC
i
1
Dr. Gay R. Holstein
Box 1140, Dept. Of Neurology
Mt, Sinai School of Medicine
§ Gustave Levy Place
New York, NY 10029
Neuro-anatomist, does post-doctoral research and teaches at Mt. Sinai Medical Center. Early
childh@d learning is part of her work.
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Judith A. Hudson, Ph.D.

Departinent of Psychology

Busch Campus

Rutgers, The State University of Now Jersey

New Brunswick, NJ 08503

Phone: 908-445-3172

Fax:  908-443-2263
Directs the Douglass Day Care Center, which cares for and teaches newboms to six year-olds.
She has been 8 consultant to the State of New Jersey on Early Warning Tests. She has three
children (aged 9 months to 13 years)y. Recommended by Bob Raymar,

Jerome Kagan

Professor
Department of Psychology
Harvard University:
Cambridge, MA

Pat Kuhl {
University of Washington '
Rerzmngmendcd by HHS. Qusded in Time magazine article. Language specialist.

i

Nea! Kaufman, M.D., MPH

1401 N. Bundy Drive

Los Angeles, CA 9004%

Phone: 316-855-6386

Fax: 310967-0145
Developed a literature project in hig ¢linic for low income families. Has developed extensive
evaluation forms and recommended reading lists. Recommended by the American Academy of

Pediatrics.

Evelyn Gruss Lipper, M.D.
Director
Division of Child Development
Department of Pediatrics
New York Hospital
Associate Professor of Pediatrics
Comell Medical Center

i

:
!
;
|
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i
Gwen Morgan, MD
Professor and Executive Director
Wheelock Center for Training and Policies
Wheelock College
200 The Riverway
Boston, MA (2215
Phone: 617-734.5202
Fax; 617-232-53302 _
Now in’her 70's Ms. Morgan was engaged in the early childhood movement. She remains very
active and one of the foremost experts on the subject of early childhood development and care.

Dr. Herbert Needieman
Pediatrician and Psychiatrist
University of Pittsburgh Medical School
Pittsburgh, PA
Phone: 412-824-0877
Recommended by HUD and EFA. Rescarch in early development and lead exposure.

Bruce Pervy, MD, Ph.D.

Director, Civitas Clald Travma Program

Baylor College of Medicine

One Baylor Plaza

Heuston, TX 77030

Phone: 713/770-3750

Fax:  713/770-3747
Specializing in brain development and the impact of early trauma on children. Alse
recommended by Carnegie. Expert spokesperson on engagement campaign,

Suzanne Randolph, Ph.D.

Department of Family Studies

University of Maryland

1204 K Marie Mount Hall

College Park, MD 20742.7515

Phone: 301.405.3672

Fax: 301-314.916]
Research focuses on normative development of African American infants, toddlers, and
preschoolers. Past aational president of the Association of Black Psychologists,

Erwin Redlener
Pediatrician
Children’s Heshth Fund

b

B
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Carolyn Rovee-Collier, Ph.D.
Dept.of Psychology
Busch Campus
Rutgers University -
New Brnmswick, NJ 8903
Phone; 908-445-3364
Expertise irt perception, Recommended by OSTP.

+

Jack Shonkoff
Heller School, Brandeis University
Also the co-chair on the Board on Children and Families of the National Academy of Sciences.
Recommended by HHS and Carnegie.

Susan Sune, MDD,
AL DuPont Institute
Box 268
Wilmington, DE 19890.0269
Phone: 302.651-4504
Pediatrician specializing in early development. Teaching and counseling parents for 20 years,
£ .

Dianne Stone, Ph.D.

441 Jackson Avenue

Glencoe, L 6002

Phone: $47-835-4922

Fax: 847-385.9262 X
Recommended by D. Beaubaire. Schoal psychologist for the Chicage Public School system,
currently assigned to the Cook County Juvenile Detention Center, Expertise in the area of teenage
pregnancy and the lasting effects of a lack of stimulation on the developing brain.

Arlen Walker-Andrews, Ph.D,
Depantment of Psychology
Rutgers University
New Brunswick, NJ 08903
Phone: 9084432028
Fax, 9084450036
Expertise in infancy research; concepts emotions.

Sheidon White
Harvard University
Rec. by HHS and Camegic.
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ADVOCATES/ASSOCIATIONS

* Tom Van Coverden
President
National Association of Community Health Centers
1330 New Hampture Avenue, NW, Suite 122
Washington, DC 20036
Phone:202-659-3008
Fax: 202-639-8319
Prescription for reading campaign. Provide programs 1o 10 million low-income children.

* Carol Berman
Zero 1o Three National Center for Infants, Toddlers and Families
723 15th Street, NW '
Suite 1000
Washington, DC 200051013
Phone: 202-6838-1144
Fax: 202-342-95853
Home: 202-638-0851
Michael Melmed already on,

* Ms, Nancy Daly
Nancy Daly .
256 Copa de Ora Road
Los Angeles, CA 20077
Phone:3 10-476-3259
Child welfare advocate.

)

Danie! Johnson

Executive Director

American Medical Association

1101 Vermont Avenue, NW, Suite 1200
Washington, D 20003

Phope: 202-789.7413

Fax:  202-785.43%1

Rebecca Bargrra
National Latino Chikiren's Agenda
Recommended by HHS.

H
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Christine Benero

Co-Chair X )
Coalition For America’s Children
cfo Benero Ballantine

IO F Street, NW

Suite 56 ;

Washington, DC 20004

Phone: 202.347-8153

Fax: 202-528.1238

Joan Dyksira |

President :

HWational Parent Teacher Association
330 Nonh Wabash Avenue

Suite 2100

Chicago, [L 60611

Phone: 312-670-6782

Fax: 312-670-6783

Parents and Education advocates. The PTA actively participates in many programs that enhance
parental and community involvement in education. Extensive network. Would like the Georgia
PTA president to represent the National PTA in the East Room.

Sue Ferguson
Executive Director
National Coalition for Parent {nvelvement in Education
Institute for Educational Leadership
1001 Connecticut Avenye NW, Suite 310
Washington, D.C. 20036
Phone: 202.822-8405
Fax: 202-872.4050
Per the Department of Education.

CGlenn Gabbard

Federation for Children with Special Needs

95 Berkeley Strest

Suite 104

Boston, MA 02118 '
Native American Samoan who came to Boston after his daughter was born pre-maturely and
necded on-going medical treatment. Speaks eloquently on his daughters/families experiences and
that of children with disabilities. Diespite his daughters sever, multiple physical disabilities, (and
against doctors predictions) she attends 2 neighborhood school with non-disabled peers and does
well in school.
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Christopher T. Gates
Peesident

National Civic League

1445 Markst Street, Suite 300
Denver, (o 80226-1728
Phone: 303-571.4343

Fax: 303-5&;?-2»&%

i

Maris Segal Goodis
The Maris Group and Child Health Day
Phone: 202-551-2523
Lo;zgt:ma child advocate. More Info pending women’s of{'ce

§

Mattie Jackson
Nationsl Child Day Cars Association
Washington, DC
Recommended by HHS. Network of more than 20 schoci centers providing services to more
than L 364 children
H

Sherry Levy-Reiner, Ph.D.

Coordinator

Decade of the Brain Project

Office of Scholarly Programs

1.ibrary of Congress

Washington, DC 20540-4860
Project co-sponsored by the National Institute of Mental Health and the Library on Congress.
Last spring more than 300 people attended a series of six Decade of the Brain programs at the
library on brain disorders including that which effect young children. Forwarded by Susan Liss
in Mrs. Gore's office.

H
H

Quientin R. Lawson B ..

Executive Lawson

National Alliance of Black School Educatory

2816 Georgia Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20001

Phone: 202-483-1549

Fax: 282-483 8323
"f’mty-s;x year old nonprofit organization and the largest ne:twork of African-American
educ?t{xrs in the U.S.

|

T
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Larry MacAndrew
President
National Association of Childrea’s Hospitals
401 Wyth Sircet
Alexandria, VAS 22314
Phone: 703-684-1355
Fax: 703-684.1589
NACHRI will be represented in the East Room by Dr. lim Dearth,

!

Beverly Maiem:

American Nurses Associstion
600 Maryland Avenue, SW
Suite |00W
Washingten, DC 20024
Phone: 202.651.7083

Fax: 202.651.7001

Rochelle Mayer,
Esxecutive Director
Nationat Center for Education in Maternal and Child Heshth
2000 15th Street North, Svite 761
Arlington, VA 22201-2617
Phone; {703)524.7802
Fax: {’?03)524 93335
Educa::on Children’s and health advocate.

i
t

Heather McCalbe
Association of Care of Children's Health
7910 Woodmont
Suite 300
Bethesda, MD 20814
Phone: 301-834-6549
Fax: 301-986-4553
i

Frank Newman |

Edusation Commission of the States
707 1'7th Street, Suite 2700

Denver, Co 86202.3427

Phose: 303.299-3600

Fax: 303 ~29&;~8332
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Ron Pollak

Executive Director
Families (USA

1334 G Street, NW
Washiagton, D.C. 20005
Phane: 2302-737-6340
Fax: 202-347-2417

Carol Weber Rohde

Executive Director

Resources for Child Caring

450 North Syndicate

Suite #5

St. Paul, MN 551684

Phone: - $12-641-0305

Fax: ' £12-645-0990
Nationally recognized as a source of leadership and innovative work. Is firmly committed to the
child care and early educational needs of Minnesota and local community. Mail in and member
of the Coalition for America’s Childrea

Donna Cohen Ross
Center on Budget and Policy Priorities
Phone: 408-1080

Belle Sawhill
Urban Institute
Recommended by Camegie.

Patricia Seigel

Executive Divector

California Child Care Resource and Referral Network

111 New Montgomery Street, Suite 700

San Francisco, CA 94105

Phone: 415-255-4021

Fax: 415-882-6233
First child care resource and referral organization in the United States. Has s reputation for their
parenting and educational resources for children 0-5. Recommended by OPL and Camegie.

o



Deborah Stark

4727 Bayfield Road

Harwood, MD 20776

Phone: 301.889-0430.

Fax: 301.385-0429
Wife of Congressman Pete Stark. Former Head Start worker.

£

Barbara Weinstein, Cootdinator
Children’s Consortiumn
Post Office Box 21847
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33335
Phone: 303-720-1000
Fax:  308.724.3878 .
Statewide consortium that deals with a host of children’s issues. Very active in educating the
public on children’s issues. Runs activities in the state sarrounding child development.
L

¥

YMCA of the USA

726 Broadway

New York, NY 10017

Phone: 212-210-3080

Fax: 212.922-1676
Service organization
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* Betty Bumpers
Every Child By Two
fmmunization program

* Dy, Carolyn Lindeman
Music Educators National Conference
{806 Robert Fulton Drive
Reston, VA 20191
Urged by Boxer 23 is a close friend. Largest arts education organization in the world--70,000
members,

* Lynda Robb
President
Reading is Fundamental, lnc.
Programs and Planning
600 Maryland Ave, SW
Suite 600
Washington, D.C, 20024.3220
Phone: 202-287-3220
Fax: 202-287-3196

* Nancy Safer

Executive Director

The Council for Exceptional Children

Phone: 703-250-4933

Fax: T037250.4935
This organization does exiensive research. They were recommended by the Department of
Education as the best disability group with a handle on research practices related 1o infant and
toddlers with disabilities.

Argentians Drazilla-Luevane

The Family Place
Per HES. Active working relationship with over 60 public and private agencies in the
Washington, DC area © do better by the more than 500 low-income families that come though its
doors ench year,

Christine Benaro

CEO

First Book

1319 F Street, NW
Suite 500

Washington, D.C, 20004
ph: 202/393.1222
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Betsy Dew
Director
The Family Institute
Virginia :
_Phone: 703-866-4769
Fax:  T03.-866-4197
Developed and piloted a training program on the newest brain development research for home
visitors, Planto exterdd 10 home day care providers. Includes 250 programs in 36 states and DC.

Hannah Achtenberg Kinn

Executive Directer

The League Center

36 Washington Street

Brooklyn, NY 11281

Phone: 718-643-5300

Fax: 718.237.2793
National model. Oldest {43 years) day treatment program for autistic and severely impaired
children. Work with AIDS and crack/alcohol addicted children and victims of neglectabuse.
Focus on Treatment of the whole child and family partnership and communications.

Edward Pitt, M.S. W

Fatherhood Projest

Family Work Institute

330 Seventh Avenue

New York, NY 10061

Phone: 212-465-2044

Pax:  212-465-8637 '
Social worker with expertise on father’s relationships with their young children and community
strategies for encouraging responsibile fatherthood regardless of marital status,

Iames Renier

Chair

Success by Six -

Usited Way of America

701 North Fairfax Street

Alexandria, VA 22306

Phone: 703-638-7830

Fax: 703-549-9152
Popular program called, “Success by Six.” Good example of nonprofit-corporate partnership as
this program was onginally developed by Honeywelt.



Pam Walker 1
Project ECHO
Fremont County, CO

For 20 years volunteers and professionals in the area have formed partnerships to provide a host
of family and health services.



|
Noel Hunter ¢
934 E Cloveriand
Tronwood, MI 49938
Mail in. Son disgnosed as having brain lesions. Doctors said he should be “vegetable” - through
working/teaching/singing 1o him, he is now in a special Pre-K class.

Lisa Sultivan!

Head Start Parent

Connecticut .
Success story recommended by HHS. Current intern in the Connecticut House of
Representatives. Now provided training to Head Stast parents, staff and programs on parent
mvolvement.
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t

Dr. Gene Canetr

Exscutive Director

Assaciation for Supervisory and Curriculum Development

1250 Pitt Street

Alexandria, YA 22314

Phone: 703-549-9110

Fax:  703-549.2891
Leads an 11,000 member organization that sets the pace for developing curriculum and other
educational instruction materials.

H
4

Linda Darling-Hammond

Executive Director ,

Teachers College Columbia University

525 West 120th Street

New York, NY 10027

Phone: 212-678-4182
Known nationally for knowledge and experience in teacher reform and certification and as the
Executive Director of the National Commission on Teaching and America’s Future.

|

Jane Hoffman !

14652 Beach Avenue

Irving, CA 92606

Phone: 714-351-2392

Fax:  714-382.5351
Also advocate. Known as the “Backyard Scientist”. She has developed and sustained a program
1 teach science to 3 - 6 year --olds, by using everyday household items in safe, educationat
science experiments with parents. She has been noted in many education and science magazines.

P.J. Meara

Principal

Plumsted Township School District

New Egypt Elementary School

New Egypt, NJ 0533

Phone: 609-758-6844

Fax: 609-758.-6868
Researching child development for the past twenty-three years. Has been a principal at a school
which is changing from 2 poor rural 10 8 moderate suburban. Has been working with experts and
teachers to develop and implement programs that are effective in using programs based on early
child development. The school has gone from on of the lowest to one of the highest scoring
schools in the district. Mail-in,
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EQUNDATIONS

* Theresa Heinz
Heinz Feundation

Bruce Anderson

Presidest
Danforth Foundation

-
Douglas Nelson
Executive Director
Annie E. Casey Foundation

)
Susan Bales -
Benton Foundation
1634 Eye Street, NW
12th Floor
Washington, D.C. 20006
Phone: 202-638-5770
Fax: 202.638-3771
Very active in programs in a range of children’s issues including child development and leaming.
Bales is also the Co-chair for the Coalition for America's Children.

Colin Greer
President i
The New World Foundation
100 East 85t% Strect
New York, NY 10028
Phone: 212-249-1023
Fax:  212-472-G50%
i
)
Doris Haire
President :
American Foundation for Maternal and Child Health
439 East 513t Street
New York, NY 10022
_ Phone: 212-759-5518
Fax: 2]12-935.01%1
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Nick Goodham
Robert R, McCormick Tribune Foundation
Also recommended by Camegie.
1
Dr, William C. Richardson
President and CEQ
W. K. Keliogg Foundation”
One Michigan Avenue East
Battle Creck, MI 49017
Phone: £16/968-1611
Fax: 616/986-0413
Lead a community corporate initiative in Battle Creek aimed at providing parent information o
all new parents of babies bom in local hospital followed up with quarterly mailing of
developmentally appropriate materials.

Stephen Schroeder, M.D.
Robert Wond Johnson Foundation
Per Barbara, Jeanne L.,

Charles Walgren
High/Scope Educational Research Foundation
600 North River Street ' '
Ypsilani, M1 48198

Per the Department of the Intenior.
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Tom Tollworthy

Presudent .

Barnes and Noble
Barnes and Noble have demonstrated their interest in early learning and development working in
parinership with other nonprofit organizations and programs. They have made significant
contributions to the FirBooks project,

i

Actna Life and Casualty

Inaugurated a “Health Beginning” prenatal program available 1o all employees and their
dependents.



RELIGIOUS |

Michael Lemmons
Congress of National Black Churches
Recommended by Caregie.

]

Rev. Eileen Lindner
National Cowscil of Churches
Recommended by Carnegie.

Rev. Kenneth Smith
Chicage Theological Seminary
Recommended by Carnegie.

Ann Toey

Pirector

Epizcopal Conference for Children

Chicago, IL

Phone: 847.835-1410

Fax: 847.835-1452 -
The Episcopal Church has been steadily increasing their activities and developing programs in
child care and development, and parenting education and services,

e
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* Daniel Goldman
Author, Emotional Inelligence

* Jeff Jacobs
President |
Harpo Entertainment, Inc.
Chicago, Il .
' 0prah’§ Company, which is active in early development issues.

%

Pamela Abrams
Editor in Chief
CHILD
110 Fifth Avenue
New York, NY, 1061}
Phone: 212-463-1311
Possibly Susan Lapinski, articles editor

Ann Murphy

Editor in Chief

Parents

685 Third Avenue

New York, NY 1017

213-B78-8751 ,

Possibly Diane Debrovner, senior editor,

Meredith Wagner

Senior Vice President, Public Affairs
Lifetime Televizion Netwark

309 West 49th St., 17th floor

Mew York, NY 19019

Phone: 212-424-7126

Cathy Trost

Director

Casey Joumalism Center for Children and Families
8701-B Adlephi Road

Adelphi, MD 20783-1716

Phone: 301-445.497]

Fax:  301-445-9639

EH

46



WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT AND LEARNING:
WHAT NEW RESEARCH ON THE BRAIN TELLS US ABOUT OUR YOUNGEST CHILDREN

“Learning beging in the first days of life. Sclentists are now discovering how young children develop emotionally ond
intellectually from their very first days, and how important is is for parents to begin immediately talking, singing, even
reading fo their infonts.... We already know we should start teaching children before they start school.”

i --President Bill Clinton, State of the Union Address, February 4, 1997

Today, the President and First Lady are hosting The White House Conference on Early Childhood'
Development and Learning: What New Researck on the Brain Tells Us About Qur Youngest Children. The
day-long conference highlights new scientific findings on brain development in very young children and point to
the importance of children’s carliest experiences in helping thero get off to a strong and healthy start.

Applying New Findings on Brain Development in the Earliest Years. New scientific research shows that
experiences after birth - particularly in the first three years of life « have 8 dramatic impact on brain
development, That means that nurturing, talking to, singing to and reading to our youngest children will improve
their ability to learn and develop throughout their lives. The White House Conference will focus on the practical
applications of the latest scientific research on the brain, particularly for parents and caregivers. The conference
will also be a call to aciwn to all members of society — including the health, business, media and faith
communities, child care providers and government -- to use this information to strengthen America’s families.

Clinton Administration Cammitment to Young Children. This conference builds on the Clinton
Administration’s investment in children and families. The Administration has invested heavily in research to help
us better understand the iraportance of the first few years of life to child development and learning. Between
1993 and 1997, funding for NIH children’s research increased 25%, from $1.3 billion to $1.6 billion.

President Clinton has also strengthened efforts to support families with young children. To take just a few
examples, the Administration raised funding for Head Start -- providing low-income children and their families
with comprehensive education, health services, and nutrition -- by 43% over the last four years and created the
Esrly Head Start program 1o support families with children ages zero to three, The President’s FY 1998 Budget .
further increases participation to reach 122,000 more children in FY 1998 than when he took office. The
Administration also dramatically increased participation in the WIC Supplemental Nutrition Program, providing
7.4 million pregnant women, infants, and children with nutrition packages and information and health referrals —
1.7 miflion maore thao when President Clinton took office. And his FY 1998 Budget would achieve his goal of
full participation in the WIC program by the end of FY 1998.

Conference ?mgmﬁi and Participants, During the morning session of the conference, leading researchers and
child development experts will discuss the new research and what it means for parents and caregivers, The
panelists for this session are; Dr. David Hamburg, Camegie Corporation of New York {moderator); Dr. Carla
Shatz, University of California, Berkeley; Dr. Donald Cohen, Yale Child Stady Center; Dr. Patricia Kahl,
University of Washington; Dr. Ezra Davidson, Drew University of Medicine, Dr. T, Berry Brazelton, Harvard
University; and Dr. Deborah Phillips, National Research Council. The afternoon session will highlight model
community efforts to support parents and enhance early childhood development. The panelists include: Avance
Family Support and Education Program, San Antonio, TX; the CEO and Chairman of the Board The Kellogg
Company, Battle Creek Michigan; and Ounce of Prevention, Chicago, IL.

Broad Participation Across the Country. The morning session of the conference will be broadeast by satellite
ta over 80 locations dcross the country. The satellite conferences will be co-bosted by regional federal agencies,
local officials, and children’s and other organizations.



CLINTON ADMINISTRATION EFFORTS TO-SUPPORT THE
DEVELOPMENT OF AMERICA'S YOUNGEST CHILDREN

“Learning begins in the first davs of Ufe. Scientists are now discovering how young

children develop emotionally and intellectually from their very first days, and how important i is for
parenis 1o begin immediately talking, singéng, even reading (o thelr infanis... We already brow we
shadd start teaching children before they siart schovl.”

- President Biti Clinton, State of the Union Address, February 4, 1967

Recent sczemzf“ ic research has demonstrated that experiences during the earliest years of life —
before children reach school age -- are critical to their cognitive, emotional, and physical
development. Nurturing and stimulating children i the first years of life actually help their
brains develop and prepare them for the challenges of school and later life, President Clinton i3
committed to giving America’s children the epportunity to live up to their God-given potential
by investing in research, supporting parents and caregivers, and strengthening programs that
provide carly imervention to disadvantaged families, . .

PROTECTING QUR CHILDREN’S HEALTH

Supported Over %0% of all Children’s Research. In fiscal year 1998, the federal government
spent an estimated 32 billion on research and development directly related to children and youth
- aver 90% of all funding of children’s research. Spending on children’s health research at The
National Institutes of Health {NIH) increased 25% between 1993 and 1997, and this vear NIH
will spend $904 million on research on young children alone:. This research has contributed to
. the recent advances in understanding early fearning and language development.

Increased participation in WIC program. WIC Supplemental Nutrition Program provides
nutrition packages, nutrition education, and health referrals to low-income pregnant women,
infants, and children. Over the past four years participation has expanded by 1.7 million from 5.7
{0 7.4 million women, infants, and children, The increase in the President’s budget proposal
fulfills his commitment to achieving full participation in WIC by the end of 1998, Research
shows that WIC prenatal services save Medicaid much more than they cost by reducing health
CArE EXPENses in the first 60 days afer birth.

Raised Chitdhood Immunization Railes to an Al-Time High. The President’s Childhood
Immunization Initiative focuses on {ive areas: 1} improving the guality and quantity of
vaceination delivery services; 2) reducing vaceine costs for parents; 3) increasing commaunity
participation, education and partnerships; 4) improving systems to monitor diseases and
vaceinations; and §) improving vaccines and vaccine use. This initiative has achieved notable
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suceess, In 1993, 75% of two-year olds were fully immunized -~ an historic high. - Funding for
childhood immunization has doubled since fiscal year 1993,

Protected the Medicaid Guarantee for 9 Mitlion Children Unider 6 Years Old. This

-Administration has protected and, preserved -- and now will improve on -~ the guarantee of
Medicaid coverage for 36 million Americans, including 9 million children under the age of 6. In
1995, the President vetoed the Republican Medicaid block grant proposal that would have ended
the guarantee of coverage for up to 4 mallion children by 2002, At the same time, the President
worked with states by granting 13 comprehensive Medicaid waivers and approving many more
state plan nmerlndments that improve and expand coverage for children.

Seeks to Extend Health Coverage to Up to § Miflion Children. Although this Administration.
has made great strides in protecting the health of America’s neediest children, there is still much
to be done, 11131995 mare than 10 million American children, 88% of whom have working
parents, had no health insurance. The President’s budget takes three important steps to address
the problem of children who lack health insurance coverage:
1) Provides snnual grants to states to cover health insurance premiums for famlhes of
workers who are in-between jobs;
2} Utilizes state partnership grants 1o help working families who are not eligible for
Medicaid to purchase private insurance for their children; and
3} Expuands Medicatd coverage by allowing states to continue Medicaid coverage forup to -
one year even if family income changes, intensifving outreach to children who are
currently eligible but not enrolled, and continuing current law expansions of coverage to -
reach poor children between the ages of 13 and 18,
1
Fighting Pediatric AIDS. Tn 1994, the National Institutes of Health released new research
showing that the use of the drug AZT by HIV-infected pregnant women can reduce the risk of
transmission from mother to child by two-thirds. In response, the Food and Drug Administration
quickly approved changes in labeling indications for AZT to include HIV-infected pregnam
women and, in 1995, the Centers for Disease Control began recommending routing HIV
counseling and voluntary HIV testing for all pregnant women. In addition, the President has
consistently supported investment through Title 1V of the Ryan White CARE Act, which
provides grants for coordinated HIV services and access to research for children, women and
families. Since 1994, $113 million has been appropriated under Title IV, with 59 organizations
in 26 states, Puerto Rico and the District of Columbia receiving support.

Protecting Mothers and Children. Due to the Clinton Administration’s comprehensive strategy
to increase access to prenatal care, the preliminary estimate for the U S, infant montality rate {the
rate at which babies die before their first birthday} is at an historic low of less than & deaths per
1,000 live births in 1995, and the proportion of mothers getting early prenatal care is at a record
high of 81%. In addition, the President spearheaded legislation requiring insurance companies (o
cover at least 48 hour hospital stays following chitdbirth. In 1970, the average length of stay for
an uncomplicated delivery was four days, but by 1992 it had declined to two days. This
legislation ensures that mothers and babies do not leave the hospital before they and their doctors

decide they arz:: ready, The Administration is ensuring that the health needs of mothers and
z



children are met by providing over $1 billion in FY 97 for Title V Maternal and Child Health
Programs, The Matema! and Child Health Block Grant, one of the Title V programs, serves
approximately 17 million women, infants and children, in partnership with states. In addition,
Title V programs provide comprehensive care for children with special health needs, meet
nutritional and!development needs of mothers and children and help reduce infant mortality.

i
Preventing Su:dden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS). The Clinton Administration faunched the
Back to Sleep public education campaign to send the message 1o parents and health professionals
that putting babies to sleep on their backs can reduce the risk of Sudden Infant Death Syndrome.
Lamgely asa r¢§uit of this campaign, SIDS deaths dropped by 30% between 1992 and 1995,

PROMOTING EARLY LEARNING

Increased participation in Head Start, created Early Head Start for 0-3 year olds, and
improved program quality. For more than thirty years, Head Start has been one of our nation’s
best investments. President Clinton has made improving and expanding Head Start a priority
because Head Start ensures that low-income children start school ready to learn. Over the past
five years, funding for the program has increased by 80%, and in fiscal year 1997 Head Start will
serve 800,000 low-income children five years old and younger. Initiated in 1994, there are mow
143 Early Head Start programs across the country, expanding the proven benefits of Head
Start to low-income families with children under three. Over the last three years, the Clinton
Admindstration has also invested significantly in improving program quality and providing local
programs with the resources they need to aitract and retain high quality teachers. The President’s.
1998 budget proposal provides a $324 million increase in Head Start’s budget so that it will
remain on course to serve | miilion children by 2002.

Improved Suppart for Infants and Toddlers with Special Needs. Under the Individuals with
Disabilities BEducation Act (IDEA), the Infants and Families Program supports the continuing

. efforts of states to implement high guality statewide early intervention services for infants and
toddlers with disabilities, Qver the past four years, funding for the program has increased by 48%
or $102.5 million, During the same period, the number of children served increased by 21.5%.

An estimated 121,000 children will be served in fiscal year 1998,

Enhanced Family Literacy Program. Even Start Family Literacy is a family-focused grant
program to improve the educational opportunities for children and their parents in fow-income
areas by integrating family literacy activities, including early childhood education, adult
education, and parenting education. Since 1993, funding for Even Start has increased by over
40% to support.programs in every state and the District of Columbia.

Providing Funding for Parent Resource Centers in 42 Stotes. In addition to involving parents
in the development of state and local education plans,’ the President’s Goals 2000 program
provides funding to establish parent resource centers that help parents learn how to help their
children meet high standards. The centers provide training, distribute resource materials, and
support a variety of programs that strengthen family involvement in education. In fiscal year
1997, funding Lis available for support centers in 42 states, 14 more than in 1996,

3
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Promoting Parents as First Teachers. The President’s America Reads Challenge, a campaign to
ensure that every chitd can read well by the end of the third grade, includes Parents as First
Teachers Challenge Granis to fund proven local, regional and national programs that provide
assistance to parents to help their children become successful readers. The grants can be used to
expand successful programs such as the Home Instruction Program for Preschoo! Youngsters
{(HIPPYY) and the Parents as First Teachers (PAT) program. They will also fund national and
regional networks to share information on how parents can help children to read.

IMPROVING CHILD CARE

|
Increased Chitd Care Funding. Since 1993 federal funding for child care has increased by §1
billion, providing services for over 660,000 children —~ 65% of whom are under 5 years of age.
The newly eézabiisizeé Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) has made available $2.9
billion to states. The new fund, authorized-and expanded by the new welfare law, will assist low-
income families working their way off welfare to obtain child care so they can work or attend
school. t -

Improved Child Care in Public Housing. The Early Childhood Development Program helps to
provide quality child care for families living in public housing communities, as well as families
who are homeless or at risk of becoming so. The program allows parents or guardians who live in
public housing to get and keep jobs by ensuring that their children are cared for. In 1996, $21
miflion was awarded to public housing sites across the country — three times more than in 1994,

Providing High Quality Chitd Care for Military Famities. Under the Clinton Administration,
the Department of Defense has made important strides to improve the quality of child care for the
children of the men and women who serve our country. Since 1992, the number of military child
care facilities that are sccredited by the independent National Association for the Education of
Young Children has risen from 55 to 466. Currently, 72% of military child care programs are
sccredited, as compared to only 7% of other child care facilities nationwide,

SAFEGUARDING THE ENVIRONMENT
i

Controlling Childhood Lead Poisoning. The Adminisiration has launched a major new effort to
. control childhood lead poisoning. The program requires landlords and sellers of older homes to
notify prospective tenants and buyers about lead-based paint hazards, provides grants {o states to
controt fead-based paint hazards in low-income privately-owned homes, and offers technical
assisiance to ensure that lead hazard conirol work is done safely and efficiently, The 1997
interim report evaluating the HUD Lead-Based Point Hazard Control grant program shows that
median dust levels on interior window sills were reduced by 85 %. In addition, the number of
children suffering from lead poisoning dropped from 1.7 million in the Iate 19805 {0 about
930,000 in the mid-1990s.

Protecting Our Children’s Environment. Because their bodies are still developing, children are
among the most vulnerable to pollution in the air, water and soil. In 1995, the Clinton
Administration began requiring that children receive first consideration when EPA assesses
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enviromnenza} hazards and sets public health standards. In addition, the Clinton Administeation
has strengthened environmental protections for children by: proposing to strengthen air quality
starciards for soot and smog to protect children from air pollution, particelarly those with asthma;
speeding the clean-up of two-thirds of the nation’s toxic waste sites 1o protect the 14 million
children under age 12 who live within four miles of a toxic waste dump; strengthening drinking
water protections to ensure that drinking water is free of microbial contaminants; expanding
familics’ right to know about environmental health risks that infants and children face to help
them make informed decisions about their children’s exposure 16 these risks; issuing advisories
about contaminated fish so parents can protect children from cancer-causing PCBs; and
educating parents about the effects of second-hand smoke, which annually results in 7,500 to
15,000 hospitalizations of infants and children under 18 months of age.

STRENGTHENING FAMILIES

Passed Fumily and Medical Leave. The President fought for the passage of the Family and
Medical Leave Act (FMLA) that allows workers to take up to 12 weeks unpaid leave to care for a
newborn or adopted child, to attend to their own serious health needs, or to care for a seriously il
parent, child or spouse. [n June 1996, President Clinton proposed expanding FMLA to allow
workers 1o take up to 24 unpaid hours off each year for school and early childhood education
activities, routine family medical care, and additional activities related to caring for an elderly
relative. [ast week, the President asked Federal agencies to implement his expanded leave
policy immediately for Federal workers.

Improved Children’s Tefevision. The President announced a breakihrough agreement with the
media and entertainment industey o develop a television ratings system to enable parents to
protect their children from violence and aduit content. In addition, the Administration has given
parents greater control over what their children waich on television by requiring the installation
of anti-violence screening chips (“V-chips™) in all new televisions.

Reducing Child Abuse and Domestic Violence. The Administration created the Safe
Streets/Safe Kids intiative to make community responses to child abuse and neglect more
comprehensive and coordinated in an effort to break the cycle of ecarly childhood victimization
and later delinquency. The Administration alse put in place 2 nurse home visitation program for
fow-incomes first-time mothers, Studies have shown that home visitation programs are successiul
-- for example, reducing cigaretie smoking during pregnancy by 25% and reducing mistreatment
of childeen from birth to age 2 by 80 percent. The Clinton Administration hag also taken
significant steps to reduce domestic violence, For example, the Rural Domestic Violence and
Child Victimization Enforcement Grant Program helps law enforcement agencies, courts
community organizations and businesses to work toward carly identification, intervention ad
prevention of domestic violence and child victimization in rural areas, Finally, the President is
commilied to finding stable and permanent homes for children who cannot reraain safely at
home. As a result, the Administration ansounced Adoption 2002, a plan to double the number of
children adopted or placed in permanent homes each year by the year 2002,



WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON
EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT AND LEARNING
: POLICY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Today, the President and First Lady are hosting The White House Conference on Early Childhood
Development and Learning: What New Research on the Brain Tells Us About Our Youngest
Children. The day-long conference highlights new scientific findings on brain development in very young
children and points to, the importance of children’s earliest experiences in helping them get off to a strong
" ang healthy start and reach their full potential.
Clinton Administration Commitment to Young Children. The Clinton Administration has invested
heavily in research to help us better understand the importance of the first few vears of life to child
development and learning, President Clinton has also strengthened efforts to support families with young
children by investing in Head Start and Early Head Start, the WIC Supplemental Nutrition Program,
immunization and other early childhood programs.

i
At the conference, the President will make a series of policy announcements that build on the Clinton,
Administration’s commitment to young children:

Improving the Quality of Child Care By Learning from the Military. Child care experts belteve that
the military child care system is now the best in the country. The President is issuing an executive
memorandum directing the Secretary of Defense to use the Depariment’s expertise to help improve child
care across the nation. The memorandum urges the Department to consider: (1) creating partnerships
with civilian child care centers in the community o help them improve quality; {2) providing training
courses for civilian child care providers; (3) sharing the materials and models for worker training,
accreditation and evaluation, facility design, financing, and other ingredients of the military’s success; and
{4) working with States and Jocal governments to enable military child care facilities to serve as training
sites for welfare recipients moving from welfare to work.

Providing Health Coverage for Children. The President’s fiscal year 1998 budget includes a children’s
health initiative that will extend coverage to up to 5 nullion uninsured children by the year 2000 by
strengthening Medicaid for poor children, building innovative State programs to provide coverage for
working famihies, and continuing heaith coverage for children of workers who are between jobs, Today,
the Association of American Medical Colleges igsued a letter of support for the Clinton Administration’s
children’s health proposal.

Importance of Early Education. The President recognizes that children must be nurtured and
stimulated in the earliest years. That i why he is announcing two initiatives geared toward early learning,

. Iifxpanding Early Head Start. The Department of Healfth and Human Services is requesting
proposals for new Early Head Start programs to expand Early Head Start enrollment by one-third
next year. Created by the Clinton Administration in 1994, the Early Head Start program brings
Head Start’s successful comprehensive services to families with children ages zero to three and fo
pregrant women. -

. Giving Parents and Caregivers Early Childhood Tools. The President’s America Reads
Challenge is releasing “Ready*Ser*Read” early childhood development activity kits. The kits



offer suggestions to families and caregivers about developmentally appropriate activities for
children ages zero to five. They will be distributed in May to early childhood programs across the
country aad to callers to the Department of Education’s 1-800-USA-LEARN hotline.

Bafe Start. The Deparzment of Justice is establishing “Safe Start” to change the way law enforcement
officers respond to children who are the victims of or witnesses to violence. The program will provide
tramning on carly childhood developrient to community police officers, prosecutors, probation and parole
officers, school persopne! and mental health providers. It will better prepare law enforcement officials to
respond to young children exposed to violence and can help prevent today’s children from turning into
tomorrow’s criminals. The initiative is buiit on the successful partnerships between communty police

officers and mental health providers funded by DOJ in New Haven, Connecticut and three other
communities.
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Pr. David A, Hambz;rg, President of the Carnegic Corporation of New York

Among the many pro;ecis completed in his tenure was the production of Srarde: Polms, the 1994 seminal
report on early chtlg:lhoc}d deveiopment. Dr, Hamburg has sorved on numcrons poliey boards, mcluding his
current pasition on the board of the President’s Coramitien of Advisors on Science and Technology. fn 1996,
President Clinton bestowed ante Dr. Hamburg the Presidential Medal of Freedont,

Dy, Donald J. Cobien, Director of the Yale University Child Study Center

The Yale Child Study Center is internationally recognized for tts multi disciplinary programs of clinical and
basic research, prolessionaf education, and clinical services and advocacy for children and fanulies. Dr.
Cohen s also the Irving Harris Professor of Chald Psychiatry, Pediatrics and Psyehology at the Yale School of
Medicine. His research has focused on urban child development and approaches 1o intervention, as well ag
studics of the impact of violonce and trauma on children and families in the United States and abroad.

Dr. Carla J. Shatz, Professer of Neurobielogy at the University of California, Berkeley

Her ongoing studies of brain development have gained her numerous honors, including the Society for
Newrascienee Young lnvestigator Award in 1985 and the Charles A, Dana Award for Proncening
Achicvement in Health and Edecation in 1995, D, Shatz is the smmediate past pressdent of the 24,006
member Soctety for Newrascience. :

Dr. Patricia K. Kobl, Chair of Speech and Hearing Sciences at the University of Washington

Dr. Kuhl's research focuses on language and speech development, and the results of her studies have
dlustrated how infams” cardy expericnee plays a role in the acquisition of fanguage. Sheis o Feliow of the
American Association for the Advancement of Science, the American Psychological Society, and the
Acoustical Sociery af America.

3. Ezra C. Davidsen, My, Professor of the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology at the Charles
R. Drew University of Medicine and Science, Los Angeles, California

Dr. Davidson also holds professorships at the E}nwcrsu} of Califormia, Loz Angcles and the Dartmouth
School of Medicine. - Hc has lod an active career in rescarch, education, and clinicad and public servics,
serving, for cxam;}ia‘: as prosudent of the American College of Gbstetricians and Gynceotopists and as ¢hiair ol
the Secrctary of Healih and Human Services” Advisory Commitice on Infant Mortadity, He currently chaus
the Advisory Commitiee for Reproductive Health Drugs for the Food and Dirug Administration.

D, ¥, Berry Brazeliss, Clinical Professor of Pediatrics Emeritus ot Harvard Medical School

Dr. Beazelton is a widely acclatmed pediatrician, author, and professor, who has served as president of the
Socicty for Research'in Child Development and of the National Center for Clinical Infant Programs, Dy,
Brazchton is alss an aclive member of the Child Development Unit ai Children’s Hospital in Boston,

&

Massachuseits.: |
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Dy, Deborah Phil!ip:s, Prector of the Baard on Childres, Youth and Families of the National Research
Councal's Commission on Soctal and Behavioral Scieaces and the Institste of Medicine
Er. Phillips is an experd in ohild care policy, She was the firgt Director of the Child Care Information Service
of the Nationat Aszociation for the Education of Young Children, and scrves on numerous advisory groups
that address chidd and fanily policy issues, including the Task Fores on Meeting the Needs of Young
Children of the Camegic Corporation of New York and the Advisory Committee on Services for Families
with Infams and Toddlers of the U.S. Administration for Children, Youth and Familics.
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Arnold Langbe, CEQ, The Kellogg Company, Battle Creek, Michigan

Last fall, KeHlogg launched “Learning Now!™ a community-wide pannership between Jocal business and
¢ducation leaders to provide practical early brain developiment information o every Batlle Creek parent and
caregiver. The campaign includes print, radio and TV ads, maifings to parents with information tailored to the
age of their children, and brown-bag lunches in hundreds of businesses. The goal is 1o cnsure that every
student arrives al school ready to learn,

Gloria Rodriguez, President and CEQ, AVANCE, Inc, Family Support and Education Programs,
Texas

The AVANCE Program, founded by Dr. Rodeiguez in 1973, is a widely acclaimed community and school-
based Gamily support program that scrves over 7,000 lowsincome chtldren and parents a year in
predominantly Hispanic communitics throughout Texas, AVANCE operates in public housing centers,
clementary schools, and through its family service conters. 1t presents classes on child development and
parenting activitics, conducts home visits by trained stafl, reaches out to fathers, and disseminates
information on community services and cducation classes and job training.

Sheils Amaning, Co-President, Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools Early Childhoed PTA, North Carolina
This Egrly Childhood PTA gives parents of pre-schoal age children tie opportunity to share ideas with cach
other and become involved in their children's learning (rom the start, Ms. Amaning has participated in this
Early Chitdlood PTA smec her son was two vears old.

Melvin Wearing, Chief of Police, New Haven, Connecticut
With support from the Department of Justice, the New Haven Police Depariment has partnered with mentat
heaith clincians at the Yale Chald Study Center (o dovelop innovative ways in which commumty police
officers can deliver better serve children and familics exposed to violonce,

i
Harriet Meyer, Executive Director, Qunce of Prevention, Chicago, jinois
The Ounce of Prevention Fund combines public resources with private funds to develop and test mnovative
carly intervention strategies for replication. The Ounce’s Center for Successfid Child Development provides
child carg, Head Start and Early Head Stant, home visits, medical care, and other services 10 familics i public
houging. The Ounec’s Beothoven Prajoct was one of the models for the federa! Eorly Hend Stant program
establishod i 1994,

Hob Reiner, Founder, “1 Am Your Child” Campaign

The 1 Am Your Child” campaign launched this wock brings togother onteriainnent leaders, corporations,
foundations, elected officials, and carly childhood experts 1o work together to promote famly and commuinily
myolvement in the carly stages of young children’s lives.

Gov. Bob Miller, Governor of Nevada, Chair of the National Governors® Association and Co-Chair of
the Nationg] Governors® Association’s Children’s Task Force

The National Governors” Association has formed the Children’s Task Foree to explore what actiong states
van take ¢ enhance carly childhood development.
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THE PRESIDENT & MRS. CLINTON
THE VICE PRESIDENT & MRS. GORE

Dr. John Lawrence Aber
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Diractor, National institute of Child Health & Muman Developmen
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Ms. Carolyn Becratt
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President, James 3. McConnell Foundation
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Studens Team Leader, Jumpstart
Mr. Parick Butler
Vice Fresident, The Washington Post Company
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Rev, {Dr.} Joan Brown Campbell
Gesnersl Segratary, National Council of Churches
Ms. Joy Carizon
Dirgctny, Children's Enviroamental Health Netwaork
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Director, PET Center, Childron’s Hospital of Michigan
D¢, Donald Cohen
Dirpctar, Yole Univarsity Child Study Conter
Dr. Jordan J. Cohen .
Pragident, Acsdemy of American Medics! Collages
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Ms. Janice Cox
Pragsident, Georgia State Parant Teacher Asscciation
Mr. Dwayne Crompton
‘Exgcutive Director, KEMC-Early Child Development Corporation
Ms, Judsen Culbreth
Editor-in-Chisf, Working Mother
M. Sharon Raring
President, National Center for Family Literacy
Dr. Ezra €. Davidson
Professor & Chairman, Dept. of OBGYN, Charles R. Drew University
of Madicine & Scienco
Pr. Karen Davis
President, The Commonwealth Fund
Hon, (Rep.} Rosa Delauro
DiConnecticut
Ms. Barbara Dellinger
Director tor Chartotte/Meckienburg, Head Start
Ms. Daborah Baton
Prazident, Nationat Association for Family Child Care
Mz, Marian Wright Bdainsan
Presigont, Children's Defense Fund
Ms, Iseia Flores
Ms. Yol Flores Aguilar
Log Angsles, CA
[z, Haney W. Foster
Acting President, Meharry Medical Collage
Mz, Lden Galinsky
Co-President, Family & Work Ingtitute
Han, (D} John W Gibbons
. Director, Office of Sclence & Technology Polioy
Ms. Ellen Gihent
international Craative Managemen
Hon. Danigl Glickman
Seuretary of Agricuiture
Mrz. Katharine Graham
Chairman of the Board, The Washington Post Company
Ms, Sarah Greene
Chief Executive Olticer, National Head Start Asgsooiation, Partnership Project
£3r, Branioy Graengpan :
Clinical Protessor of Peyohiatry & Pedgistrics, George Washington Medical S8chool
Ms. Eunor Guggenheimer
Chikd Care Action Campaign
Dr. Megan Qunnar
Univaersity of Minnegola
Ms. Margaret Male
Executive Director, West Virginta Kids Count
Ms. Martha D. Halay
Dirgctor, Public Affairg, Lifetime Television
Ur. David Alan-Hambury
President, Camegia Corporation of New York
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Dr. Hoﬁen E. Hannamann

iPresidenz', American Academy of Pediatrics
Mon, tSen.) Thomaes B, Harkin

Dilows
Wr. Irving Harris

{hairman, The Harrls Foundstion
Mr. Willismn Harris

KidsPAC, Head Start
Dr. Jane M. Healy

Author
Ms. Judith Nolte Heimar

Editor-in-Chief, American Baby Magsazine
NMrs. Tereas Hainz

Chairman, Meinz Family Foundsiion
Ms. Harriet Meyer Horwitz

Exsoutive Direcror, Ounce of Pravention Fund
Mr, Jeffrey Jacobs

Prasident, Harpo Entartginmant, Ine,
Mas. Eiolge Jenks
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Office of Domestic Policy, The White House
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WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON
'EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT AND LEARNING
PFOLICY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Foday, the President and First Lady are hosting The White House Conference on Early Childhood
Development and Leammg What New Rescarch on the Brain Tells Us About Our Youngest '
Children. The day-long conference highlights new scientific findings on brain development in very young
children and points to: the importance of children’s carliest ex;}enenccs in heiping them get offto a stmng
and healthy start and reach their full potential. .

Clinton Administration Commitment te Young Children. The Clinton Administration has invested
heavily in research to help us better understand the importance of the first few years of fife to child
development and 1ejaming‘ President Clinton bas also strengthened efforts to suppost families with young
children by investing in Head Start and Early-Head Start, the WIC Supplemental Nutrition Program,
immunization and other early childhood programs,

j .
At the conference, z}i{z President will make a series of policy announcements that build on the Clinton’
Administration’s commitment to young children:

Improving the Quality of Child Care By Learning from the Military, Child care experts beligve that
the military child care systent is now the best in the country. The President is issuing an executive
. memorandum dzrectzng the Secretary of Defense to use the Department’s expertise to hcip improve child
care across the nation, The memorandum urges the Department to consider: (1) creating partnerships
with civilian child care centers in the community to help them improve quality; (2) providing training
courses for civilian child care providers; (3) sharing the matesials and models for worker training,
accreditation and evaiuazzﬁa facility desiga, financing, and other ingredients of the military’s success; and
{4) working with States and local governments to enable military child care facilities to serve as training
sites for welfare recipients moving from welfare to work.

Providing Health Coverage for Children, The President’s fiscal year 1998 budget includes a children’s
health initiative that will extend coverage to up to 5 million urinsured children by the year 2000 by
strengthening Medicaid for poor children, building innovative State programs to provide coverage for
working families, and continuing health coverage for children of workers who are between jobs. Today, .
the Association of American Medical Colleges issued 2 letter of support for the Clinton Administration’s
children’s health proposal.

i
Impertance of Early Education. The President recognizes that childres must be nurtured and
stimulated in the earliest years. That is why he is announcing two initiatives geared toward early leaming.

E

*

. Expanding Early Head Start. The Department of Health and Human Services is requesting
proposals for new Early Head Start programs 0 expand Early Head Start enrollment by one-third
next vear. Created By the Clinton Administration in 1994, the Early Head Start program brings
Head Start’s successful comprehensive services to famifies with children ages zero to three and (o
pregoant wr}f}zen.

J

* {iving i‘arents and Caregivery Early Childhood Teols, The President’s America Reads

Challenge is ra casing “Ready*Set*Read” early childhood development activity kits. The kits

H
;
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offer suggestions to families and cat‘egive}s about developmentally appropriate activities for
children ages zero to five. They will be distributed in May to early childhood programs across the
country and to callers to the Department of Education’s 1-800-USA-LEARN hothne,

Safe Start, The Department of Justice is establishing “Safe Start” to change the way law enforcement
officers respond 10 children who are the victims of or witnesses to violence. The program will provide
training on early childhood development to community police officers, prosecutors, probation and parole
officers, school persopnel and mental health providers, Tt will better prepare law enforcement officials to
respond to young children exposed 10 violence and can help prevent today’s children from turning into
tomorrow’s criminals. The initiative is built on the successful partnerships between community police

officers and mental health providers funded by DOJ in New Haven, Connecticut and three other
communities.

L
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CONFERENCE ON EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT AND LEARNING

-

DATE: April 17, 1997

LOCATION: The East Room

TIME: ist Panel: 13:45 am - 1:00 pm
2nd Panel: 245 pm-430pm

FROM: Bruce Reed/Elena Kagan

PERP{)SE

To call attention to new scientific research on brain development in very young children
and the practical applications of these findings. This is also an opportunity to showcase
what your Administration already has done o enhazzce early childhood dcvelopmmt and
to ameuﬁc& some new inttiatives,

B&(?KEGROU&Q

You anéi the First Lady will be hosting two panel discussions, with the Vice President and
Mrs. Gore joining you for the afternoon session. During the mosmning session of the '
conference, leading researchers and child development experts will discuss the new
rescarch and what it means for parents and caregivers. The afternoon session will
highlight model community efforts to support parents and enhance early childhood
development. The First Lady will moderate the afternoon session.

The mﬁ%ning session will be broadeast to approximately 100 sateflite sites attended by,
among others, subcabinet officials, and regional admimstrators, The hosts of these
satellite conferences will put on programs of their own in the afternoon,

This conference builds on the Administration’s investment 1 children and families. The
Administration has invested heavily in research to help us better understand the
importance of the first few years of a child’s life, including increasing the funding for NTH
children’s research by 25%, from $1.2 billion to $1.6 billion, 1n addition, the
Administration raised funding for Head Start by 43% over the last four years and created
the Early Head Start program to support families with children ages zero to three. Your
FY 1988 Budget further increases participation in the Head Start program to reach
122,000 more children it FY 1998 than when you first took office. The Administration
also dramatically increased participation in the WIC Supplemental Nutrition Program.



This conference is an opportunity for you to announce the following new poligy,
announcements: |

Executive Memorandum to DOID: Based on.reports from child care experts that the
military child care system is now the best in the country, vou will be issuing an executive
memorandum directing the Secretary of Defease to use the Department’s expertise to help
improve child care across the nation. The memorandum urges the Department to
consider; (1} creating partnerships with civilian child care centers in the community to help
them improve quality; {2} providing training courses for civilian child care providers; (3)
sharing the materials and models for worker training, accreditation and evaluation, facility
design, financing, and other ingredients of the military’s success; and {4) working with .
States and local governments to enable military child care facilities to serve as traiming
sites for welfare recipients moving from welfare to work.

Children's Health Initiative: You will announce that the Asseciation of Amernican
Medical Colleges issuad a letter of support for your children’s health proposal. Your FY
1598 budget proposal includes a children’s health initiative that will extend coverage to up
to 5 nulhon uninsured children by the year 2000 by strengthening Medicaid for poor
children, building innovative State programs to provide coverage for working families, and
continuing health coverage for children of workers who are between jobs.

Expanding Early Head Start. The Department of Health and Human Services is
reguesting proposals for néw Early Head Start programs to expand Early Head Start
enroliment by one-third next vear, Created by the Ciinton Adminsstration in 1894, the
Early Head Start program brings Head Start’s successfid comprehensive services to
families with children ages zero to three and to pregnant women,

America Reads Early Childhood Kits: “Ready, Set, Read.” America Reads i3 releasing
early childhood development activity kits that offer suggestions to families and caregivers

* about developmentally appropriate activities for children’ages zero to five. They will be
distributed in May to early childhood programs across the country and to callers to the
Bepartment of Education’s 1-800-USA-LEARN hotline, {The kits are bemg handed out
to all of the participants and press at the conference.)

Safe Start. The Department of Justice is establishing “Safe Start” to change the way law
enforcement officers respond to children who are the victims of or witnesses to violence,
The program will provide training on early childhood development to commumty police
officers, prosecutors, probation and parole officers, school personnel and mental health-
providers, 1t will better prepare law enforcement officials 10 respond to young children
exposed to vidlence. The initiative is built on the successful partnerships between
community police officers and mental health providers funded by DOJ in New Haven,
Connecticut and three other communities. {(*The New Haven Police Chuef will be

. participating in the afternoon paned to discuss the success of this partoership in New
Haven.}
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PARTICIPANTS

Briefing Pariicipants:
The First Lady

Joha Podesta

Bruce Reed

Elena Kagan
Melanne Verveer
Sarah Farasworth

Qamlyni Curigd .

Mopning Pancl Pagticinants; fterpoon Panc s

The President The President

The First Lady The First {.ady

Dr. David A. Hamburg, Prosident of the Mrs. Gore - )
Carnegie Corporation of New York The Vice Presigdent

D, Donald J. Cohen, Director of the Yaie Armoid Langbo, Kettog Corporgiion
Child Study Cesster (Behavior Development) 1r. Gloria Rodniguez, Avance Program

Dr. Carla I, Shatz, Professor of Neurobiology, Sheila Amoning, Early Childhood PTA

" Univ. of California, Beskieley {Neuroscivnee . Meivis Wearing, New Heven Police Chief

Overview) . Harrist Meyer, Ounce of Prevention

Dr, Patricia K. Kubl, Specch and Hearing Rob Reiner, 1 Am Your Child” Campaign
Sciences ot the University of Washington Governor Bob Miller, Nevada

{Lunguage/Cognitive Developmant)
Dr. Bzra C. Davidson, v, Drew Untversity

of Medicine (Obstetrician) .
1. 1. Bervy Brazelion, Harvard Medicsi

School {(Pediatrician)
Dr. Beboral Phillips, Instinge of Medicine

(Child Caye expert)
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PRESS PLAN

Open.

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS FOR FIRST PANEL
- You will brieily greet panelists in the Blue Room.
- Panelists are announced o the East Room and take seats at table,
- You and the First Lady are announced into the room and proceed to the podium.
~ The First Lady makes welcoming remarks from the podiom and introduces you.
- You make remarks from the podium. :
» You and the First Lady then take seats at the table,
- You will call on the first speaker, David Hamburg to open the discussion.
- David Hamburg makes remarks and introduces the next three consecutive speakers,
- Dr. Donald 1. Cohen makes remarks. .
« D¢, Carla J. Shatz makes remarks.
- Dr. Patricia K. Kuhf makes remarks.
- You will thank the first three speakers and call on the sext three speakers to discuss the
implications of the information being discussed, beginning with Ezra Davidson.
-~ Ezra Davidson will make ramarks.
- The Presidert will ask Ezra Davidson & follow-up question.
L
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- Dr. Berry Brazelten will make remarks.

- The First Lady will ask Dr."Berry Brazelton a follow-up question.

- Dr. Deborah Phillips will make remarks.

- You will ask a follow-up question .

- At this point, you and the First Lady can pose one or two additional questions to any of
the panelists.

- You will thank participants and close event,

] - IR S PANEL (Al speakers are SEATED while spcakmg}

- sz wﬁi i}z‘xeﬂy greet pamczpants in the Blue Room.

~ The panelists are announced into the East Room and take their seats.

- You, the First Lady, the Vice President, and Mrs. Gore are introduced into room and

take seats.

- Mrs. Gore makes welcoming remarks.

~ The Vice President makes remarks and iniroduces the First Lady 1o moderatc the
discussion.

- The First Lady introduces all the panel participants and calls on them individually to
speak, beginning with Mr. Arnold Langbo.

» Mr. Arnold Langbo makes remarks.

« You could ask Mr, Langbo a follow-up question,

- Dr. Glosia Rodriquez makes remarks.

- The Vice President asks Dr, Gloria Rodriguez a follow-up question,

- Sheila Amaning makes remarks,

- Mrs. Gore asks Sheila Amaning a question.

- Police Chiet Melvin Wearing makes remarks,

~ You could ask a follow up question to Pelice Chief Wearing,

- Harriet Meyer makes remarks.

- You could ask a follow-up question to Harriet Meyer

- Rob Reiner makes remarks,

~ You could ask a follow-up question to Rob Reiner.

- Governor Miller makes remarks,

~ You will thank Governor Miller and other participants and make closing remarks.

!
REMARKS

Morning Panel. Opening and closing remarks prepared by S;ﬁeechwriting,
Afternoon Panel: Closing Remarks prepared by Speechwriting

ATTACHMENTS

~ Bios on panelists

- Script of each panel

- Administration Accomplishnients

- 0-3 Poll Executive Summary

- Letter of support from the Association of American Medical Colleges



The President opens discussion following hss remarks by introducing David Hamburg, who will
serve as moderator for the first panel.

David Hambarg, President af the Carnegic Corporation of New York
The Carnegie Corporation produced the Serminal 1994 Study “Szaﬁmg Points.” Last year David
Hamburg received the Presidential Medal of Freedom. .

David Hamburg will make very brief remarks and introduce the panelists. The following three
spealkers will make consecutive presentations:

Dr. Denald Cohen, Director of the Yale Child Study Center

Dr. Cohen will discuss emerging knowledge in the field of behavioral development.

Dr. Cag‘ila Shatz, Professor Neurobiology at the University of California, Berkeley
Dr. Shatz will explain brain development and wiring.

Dr. Patricia Kuhl {COOL), Chair, Department of Speech and Hearing Sciences,
University of Washingion.
Dr. Kuhi will discuss how infants learn language.

1t is important to move quickly to the second portion of the panel where there is a greater
opportunity for discussion. Belowisa suggesieé question if you would like to make
comments at this time.

W{&M: Can you tell us more about how the interactions

berween children and adults gffect children's language development?

The President will turn to the next three speakers on the panel and ask them to discuss the
implications of this scientific research in each of their fields.

“We’re now going to hear from three experts in obstetrics, pediatrics, and child care. They are
going to tell us how they make use of this knowledge to help parents and chilidren.”

Dr. Ezra Davidsen, Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecoiagy, {:imrlca Drew I}mversxiy of

Medicine and Science, Los Angeles
Dir. Davidseon is an expert on prenatal and perinatal services and their importance for early

childhood development.

£ ON: How can we encourage people whe work with expecting
pareuts fo tafk to thens about the importunce of early fearning?
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Dy. T, Berry Brazelton, Harvard Medical Schaol
Dr. Brazelton is America’s best-known pediatrician. He has written 26 books on subjects relating
to child development. He will discuss the pediatrician’s role in early childhood development.

FLOTUS QUESTION: As I mentioned earlier, the erganization Zero to Three today
released the results of a nutionwide survey of parents of young children, which tries to
find ont what parents know and what they don’t know about their children's
development, It is clear from the poli’s findings that parents are hungyy for
information on how to enhance their children’s development. Dr. Bragelton, what are
the bests things that every parent can do o purture their young children.
g :
DPr. Deborah ?%ii!ips, Director of the Board on Children, Youth and Families of the
National Researck Council’s Cammzsswn on Social and Behavmral Sciences and the
Inglitute of Medlcme
Dr. Phillips is an expert in child care services, she will tatk about the implications of this new
scientific research for how we care for our youngest children.

] .
SUGGESTED QUESTION: How can we equip parents to figure out what child care
settings will be good for thely children?

M&m Some people argue that what dhis research reafly tells us is that
woumten with very young children shouldn’s ;wr& outside of the howte, Can you
c::mz::w?t oun that?

The President then thanks participants and makes xciosing remarks.

S W o T S e e
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Mprs, Chinton makes welcoming remarks.
The President makes remarks,
Q&M&m ??cmdml of e Carnegic Corporation oi‘ New York, mzmduccs panclists,

Qz&amm&g Director of the Yale University Child Study Center, will d;scuss emorging
knowiledge in the ficld of behavioral developmoent,

Dr. Carla Shatz, Professcr of Neurobiology at the University of Cah fornia, Berkeley, will explain
brain development and wiring,

D, Patricia Kubl, Chair of Speech ond Hearing Scimi;cs at the University of Washmgton, will
discuss how infants learn fanguage.

The President thanks first three panelists and calls on neay three.

Dr. Ezra Dayidson, Jr., Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology at the Charles R. Drew University
of Medicine and Science, will discuss ihe imponrtance of prenatal and pcrmaiai services to carly child
development.

The President asks a question,

Dr. L. Berry Brazelton, Chinical Professor of Pedialrics Emeritus ot Harvard Medical School, will
discuss the pediatrician’s role in carly childhood development.

The First Lady asks a guestion.

Di., Deborah Phillips, Dircetor of the Hoard on Children, Youths and Farilics of the National .
Rescarch Council’s Comnigsion en Social and Behavioral Scicnees and the Instituie of Medigine,
will discuss the implications of new scientific research for child care.

The President asks a gquestion,

The First Laedy asks a yuestion.

The President will make closing remarks.

%



MORNING PANEL PARTICIPANTS

Dr. Pavid A. Hamburg, President of the Carnegie Carparation of New York

Among the many projects completed i his tenwre was thie production of Starring Points, the 1994 semimal
report on carly childhood development, Dr. Hamburg has served on numerons policy boards, incinding his
currend position on the board of the Pregident’s Committee of Advisors on Seience and Technology. I 1996,
President Clinton bestowed ontg Dr. Hamburg the Presidential Medal of Freedom.

Dr. Donald J. Cohen, Director of the Yale University Child Study Center »

The Yale Chitd Study Center is miermationally recognized for its muli disciplinary programs of clinicat and
basic researsh, professional education, and clistcal services and advocacy for children and familics. Dr.
Cohen is also the Irving Hamis Professor of Child Psychiatry, Pediatries and Psychology at the Yale School of
Medicine, His rescarch has focused on wrban child development and approachcs to intervention, as well as
studies of the impact of violence and trauma on children and families in the United States and abroad, ,

Dr, Casls L Shzu, Professor of Neurobiology at the University of California, Bcrﬁciey
Her ongoing studies of brain development have gained her aumcrous honers, including the Sodiety for
Heuroscnee Youﬁg Investigmor Award in 19853 and the Charfes A, Dann An ard for Pioseening
Achievement in Health and Education in 1995, Dr. Shatz is the immediate past president of the 24, 0{?6
member Socicty for Neurossicacs.

t
Dr. Patricia K. Kutl, Chair of Speech and Hearing Sciences at the University of Washingtoa
2r. Kuhi's rescarch focuses on language and speech development, and the results of her studies have
Hlustrated how infants” early experience plays a role in the acquisition of tanguage. She is a Fellow of the
Amcrican Association for the Advancement of Science, the American Psychological Socicty, and e
Acoustical Socioty of America.

Dr, Ezen €. Davidson, Jr., Professor of the Department of Obstetrics and Gyneeology at the Charles
R. Drew Uz::srcrszty of Medicine and Science, Las Angeles, California

Dr. Davidson also holds professorships at the University of California, Los Angcles and the Dartmouth
School of Medicine. He has fed an active carcer in research, educatian, and clinical and public service,
secving, for examiple, as president of the Amcrican Callope of Obstetrictans and Gynecologists and as chair of
the Secretary of Healih and Human Servicss” Advisory Copmitice on Infant Moriality. He currently chairs
the Advisory Conuruttes for Reproductive Health Drugs for Qie Food and Drug Admmmistrateon,

Dr. T, Berey Brazeltan, Clinical Professor of Pediatrics Emeritus st Harvard Medical Schooel

Dr. Brazelton is a widely acclaitned pediatrician, authar, and professor, who has sorved as president of the
Society for Research in Child Deovelopmend and of the Navional Center for Clinical Infant Programs. Dr,
Brazclton is also an active member of the Child Development Unit-at Children’s Hospital in Boston,
Massachusciis.

Dr., Deborah i’!zillips: Direciar of the Board on Children, Youth and Families of the National Research
Council’s Conusission on Social aad Behaviornl Sciences and the Institute of Medictae

"Dr. Phitlips is an expert m child care policy.  She was the fist Direcior of the Child Care Infonmation Serviee
of the National Association for the Education of Young Children, and serves on wamerous advisory groups
that address child and famtly policy issues, inchuding the Task Force an Mocting the Neods of Yoaung
Chaldren of the Carnegie Corporation of New York and the Advisory Commuitiec on Serviges for Faaties
with Infangs and Toddlers of ¢he U8, Admintsiration for Children, Youh and Familics.

-



SECOND PANEL
(Suggested questions are for POTUS unless otherwise indicated)
~ Mrs. Gore will make welcoming remarks and intraduce the Vice President.
~ The Vice President will make remarks and introduce the First Lady to moderate,
» The First Lady will introduce panelists and call on Mr. Langbo to make remarks.

Mr. Arnold Langbe, CEQO, The Kellogg Company, Battle Creek, Michiga;z :
Last fall, Kellogg launched a cormmunity-wide effort ro provide practical early brain development information to
every Battle Creek parent and caregiver,

: What kind of employment policies can businesses adopt to support their

employees as parmts"

Dr. Gloria Redriguez, Founder, President and CEQ, AVANCE, {(A-YON-SAY) Inc,, ’I‘exas
The AVANCE Prﬁgram is a widely acelaimed. -community and school-based family support program that serves
children and parents in low-income hispanic families throughout Texas.

*VP ASKS QUESTION: Can you tell us abouat the role of fathers in AVANCE?

Sheila Amaning (A-MON-ING}, Co-President, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Enrly Childhosd PTA, North
Carolina As a parent, as co-president of the Early Childhood PTA, and as an employee of a non-profit that
provides information to parents on early leaming, she is comuitted to enhancing childhood development.

(A o1l ASK V: What have you learned from other pzzrems and teachers in the
Ear! 'y Ck;!fifwod PTA pmgmm ﬂmi has helped you as a parent?

Melvin Wearing, New Haven Chief of Police, New Haven Connecticut
Through & DOJ-funded program, Police Chief Wearing works in partnership with the Yaie Child Study Center to
train community police officers to use child development principles in their work.

N: Do you think this effort will help to re:iace crime in the long term?

- Harriet Meyer, Executive Director, Qunce of Preveation, Chicago, Hlinois
The Ounce of Prevention Fund is a statewide program in Hiinois that develops innovative early childhood
programs and runs model Early Head Start and child care programs.

SUGGESTED QUESTION: What do you think are the advuntages of home visiting?

Rob Reiner, Castle Rock Entertainment, Founder of the I Am Your Child” Campaign

The “I Am Your Child” campaign being announced this week brings together enteriainment leaders,
corporations, early childhood experts, etc. to work together to promote family and community involvement in
the early stages of young ¢hildren’s lives.

SUGGESTED QUESTION: What do you think is the media’s responsibifity to improve children’s

lives throngh the entertainment they provide?
i

Gov. Beb Miller, Govemer of Nevada, Chair of the National Governors’ Association and Co-Chair t)f the
National Governors’ Ass&ciatwn Children’s Task Force,

The President will thank participants and make closing remarks,



Mrs. G?re will make welcoming remarks.
The Vic; President will make remarks
The First Lady will introduce panelists.

.

Armold Langho. CEG, The Keiiagg Company, will discuss the community-wide effort Kellogg
Iazmehef} last fall to provide early bream development information to parents.

The Fresident asks o guestion.

i " )
Gloria Rodrivuez, President and CEQ, AVANCE, Inc. Family Support and Education
Programs, Texas will discuss the contributions parenting programs can make.

The Vice President asks a guestion,

S}ml_a_&manmg, Co-President, Charlotte-Meckienburg Schools Early Childhood PTA, will
discuss the benefits of Early Childhood PTA.

Mrs. Gore asks a question.

Melvin Wesring, New Haven Chief of Police, will discuss & pioseering initiative that trains
community police officers to use child development principles in their work.

The President asks a guestion.

Harriet Meyer, Executive Director of Qunce of Prevention in Chicago, will discuss innovative
early childhood programs and model Early Head Start programs.

The President asks a question,

: Rob Reiner will discuss the “T Am Your Child” campaign Isunched this week and the media’s
role in making early childhood development information available, :

The President asics a guestion,

LM{M& Miller will discuss what states are doing te enhance early childhood
development.

The President will thank Governor Miller and make ¢lasing remarks,



Arnold Langbe, CEQ, The Kellogg Company, Battle Creck, Michipan

Last fall, Keliogg faonched “caming Now!l” a communily-wide partnership botwees jocal busingss and
education leaders to provide practical early bratn development information to every Baule Creed poarent and
carggiver, The campaign includes print, radio and TV ads, mailings to parents with information taifored (o the
age of their children, and browa-bag lunches in hundreds of businesses. The goal is to ensure that every
student armves at school ready to learn.

Gloria Rodriguez, President and CEQ, AVANCE. Inc. Family Support and Education Programs,
Texas

The AVANCE Prcgmm founded by D, Rodrigucz in 1973, is & widely acclaimed commzm;z} and school-
based family support program that scrves over 7,000 low-income children and parents a year in
predomingntly stpamc conununitics throughoui Texas. AVARCE operates in public housing centers,
clementary schools, and through its family service centers. 1 presests classes on child development and
parenting activities, conducts home visits by trained staff, reaches out to {athers, and disseminates
information on community services and oducation classes aad job training,

Sheilla Amaning, Co-President, Charlotie Meckleoburg Schools Early Childhood PTA, North Carolina
This Early Childhood PTA gives parents of pré-school age children the opportunity 10 share tdeas with cach
other and become involved i their children’s Icarring from the start.  Ms, Amaning has participated i this
Early Childhood PTA since her son was two years old.

Melvin Wearing, Chief of Police, New Haven, Connecticut

With support from the Department of Justice, the New Haven Police Dcpaﬂmcn{ has partnered with mental
health clinicians at the Yale Child Study Center o develop innovative ways in which eomumunity police
officers can defever better serve children and famidics exposed 10 vivlance,

Harriet Meyer, Executive Director, Qunee of Prevention, Chicago, Hlinols

The Qunce of Prevention Fuad corbines public resources with private funds to develop and test innovative
carly intervention stratcgies for replication, The Gunce’s Center for Suceesstul Child Development provides
child care, Head Start and Early Head Start, home visits, medice! care, and other serviges o families in public
bousing. The Gunce’s Becthoven Projoct was one of the models for the federal Early Hoad Stant program
established in 1994: ‘

Roh Reiner, Founder, *T Am Your Child™ Campaign

The ¥ Am Your Child” campaign Jaunched this week brings together entertainment feaders, corporations,
foundations, elected officials, and carly childhood expents to work together to promote family and commundty
involvement in the carly stages of voung children’s lives.

Gov. Beb Miller, Governor of Nevada, Chair of the National Governors’ Association and Co-Chair of
the National Governors’ Association’s Children’s Task Force

The Naticnal Governors™ Association has formed the Children’s Task Force to explore whal actions states
can take (o enhancee carly chifdhood developmo,
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PRESIDENT*CUNT;DN’S CHILDREN'S HEALTH INITIATIVE

Significant gaps remain in children’s health coverage.  In 1995, 10 million children in America
lacked health insurance. The President’s children’s health initiative will extend coverage to up (o
$ million uninsured children by 2000 by strengthening Medicaid for poor children, building
muovative State programs for working families, and continuing health coverage for children of

- workers who are between jobs. Today, the Asseciation of American Medical Colleges issued
a letter of suppori for the Clinton Administratien’s children’s health initiative,

-

Strengthening Medicaid for Poor Children

. 12-Month Continuous Efigibility. Currently, many children receive Medicaid protection
for only part of the year. The President's fiscal year 1998 budget gives States the option
to provide one vear of continuous Medicaid coverage o children, The budget invests
$3.7 billion over five years, covering an estimated million chiidren who would otherwise
be uninsured.

. Outreach. The President also proposes to work with the Nation’s Governors,
communities, advocacy groups, providers, and businesses'to develop new ways to reach
out to the 3 million children eligible but not enrolied in Medicaid.

S

Building Innovative State Pragrams for Children in Working Families

. The President’s budget provides $3.8 billion between 1998 to 2002 ($750 million 3 vear)
in grants to States. States will use these grants to pravide insuranice for children,
leveraging State and private investments in children’s coverage through a matching system
{(as in Medicatd), States have flexibility in designing eligibality rules, benefits (subject to
minimums set by the Secretary), and delivery systems, '

* The Federal grants, in combination with State and private money, will cover an estimated
one million children whose families earn too much to quahfy for Medicaid but too littie 1o
afford private coverage. The grant program will also increase Medicaid enroliment by
about 400,000 kids since some families interested in the new program will learn that their
children are in fact eligible for Medicaid.

Continuing Coverage for Children Whose Parents are Between Jobs

’ The President's budget will give States grants to temporarily cover workers between jobs,
including their children, at a cost of $9.8 billion over the budget window. The program,
which i3 structured as a four-year demonstration, will offer temporary assistance (up 10 &
months) to families who would otherwise jose their coverage. This assistance may be
used to purchase coverage from the worker's former employer (zhrough COBRA} or other
private plans, at States' discretion.

. This initiative will help an estimated 3.3 million working Americans and their families,
including 700,000 children, in any given year.

. The President’s budget also makes it easier for small businesses 1o establish voluntary
purchasing cooperatives, increasing access to insurance for workers and thetr children.
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The President :
The White House |
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

On behalf of the Association of American Medical Colleges (AAMC), 1 write 10 express our
strong support far your efforts (o extend health care coverage 1o the ten mﬂi:{m American
children who are currently without coverage. '

Recont studies hawfshown that the redyction in the availability of health insurance has
disproporiionately affected children in part due to the decline in employmeni-based dependent
coverage coupled with the general reduction of employment-based coverage. As you know, lack
of health insurance coverage has been shown to be a deterrent for individuals both in requesting
and receiving care. As a resuli, many uninsured persons seek treatment for themselves and their
family when their condition is more advanced and, as a result, mose difficult and expensive to
treat. For a child, forgoing needed medical care can have implications that last a lifetime.

The AAMC represents all of the nation’s 125 accredited medical schools, approximately 400
major teaching hospitals, including 75 Veterans Affairs medical centers, the faculty of these
institutions through 89 constituent academic socicty members and the more thas 160,000 men
and women in medical education as students and residents. The AAMC member institutions,
which have the multiple missions of education and training, research and direct patient care, are
acutely aware of the rise in the nuinber of uninsured Americans, many of whom seek treatment at
our institutions, ! -

AS you sliive 10 reaclh an agreemsent on a balanced budget, the AAMC strengly supports your
efforts as well as those on Capitol Hill to include a significant investment to expand health
insutance coverage for children, We are prepared to work with you, your stafl and members of
Congress to achicve this critical objective for our natipn’s children.
‘ §
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Today at the White House Early Childhood Development and Learming Conference, the
Prestdent announced a new Safe Start Initiative to help break the cycle of violence for our
nation’s youngest victinis, The Safe Start Initiative will provide training to law
enforcement, prosecutors, school personnel, probation officers, and other professionals 1o
better respond to the needs of children exposed to violence in their homes and :
communities.
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Throughout Amenca, 100 many children are exposed to violence at home, in their
nezghborhoads and in their schools. Children’s exposure to viclence has been assoclated
with increased ée;zressm anger, substance abuse, and lower academic achievement.
Children who experience violence either as victims or witnesses also are at increased risk
of becoming violent themselves.

In a study conducted at Boston City Hospital, 1 out of every 10 children seen in its
primary care clinic had witnessed a shooting or stabbing before the age of 6 - haif in their
homes and half in the streets. The average age of these children was only 2.7 years old.

AT IRET INIIAtIVS
The Safe Start Initiative builds on the Child Development-Community Policing Program

{CD-CP) started in 199] between the New Haven Department of Police Services and Yale
University Child Study Center, and now funded by the Departroent of Justice, It was
more recently extended to Buffalo, NY; Charlotie, NC; Nashville, TN; and Portland, OR,
with Justice Department funding.

The Safe Start Initiative will increase the number and expand the scope of these regional
demonstration sites in which community police officers partner with mental health
clinicians to provide rapid and effective treatment to children exposed to violence.

The Safe Start Initiative will also provide nationwide intensive tramning and techmcal
assistance for professionals who come into contact with childrea who have been exposed
to farmily and gang viclence, violence in their comumunity and schools, and abuse or
neglect,

Uip to 20,000 professionals who work with children in communities across the nation will
receive Safe Start training including: law enforcement, proscculors school personnel, and
;:vmbauon and parole oi'ﬁcem

!
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

SUBJECT: Using Lessons Learned from the Military Child Care System to Improve
the Quality of Child Care in the United States

We now know that children’s carliest experiences, inciﬁéiﬁg those in child care, have significant
sffects on learning and development. [ believe we all have a role to play in making sure that ail of
our children have # strong and healthy start in life.

The Military C}ziic{ Development Programs have attained a nation-wide reputation for an abiding
commitment to quality in the delivery of child care. Your dedicatian to adeguate funding, strict
oversight, improved training and wage packages, and strong family child care networks and your
comemitment to meeting national accreditation standards is laudatory, 1 believe that the military
has important lessons to share with the rest of the sation on how to improve the quality of child
care for all of our natien’s children,

I therefore direct you, in consultation with the Secretary of Health and Human Services and the
Administrator of the General Services Adminisiration, (o share the expertis¢ and lessons learned
from the Military Child Development Programs with federal, state, and local agencies, as well as
with private and non-profit entities, that are responsible for providing child care for our nation’s
children. 1 ask that you report o me, within sixth months with a preliminary repost and within
one year with a final report, on actions taken and with further recommendations. 1 urge you to
consider the following: -

I In consultation with States, encourage military installation child development facilities in
the Linited States to partner with civilian child care programs in their local communities to
- improve the quality of service offered. The military staff could provide assistance with
local accreditation efforts, offer training as avatlable, assisi with state and local child
development credentialing processes, and provide models of effective child care practices.

1L Establish military Child Care Programs of Excellence, to the greatest exient feasible, to
offer training courses to civilian child care providers. These training courses could
demonstrate model practices for ¢hild care centers, family child care homes, and school~
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age facilities.

Make \&i'i(it:Ey available to the civihan child care community information on the model
approaches and designs that the military uses for training and compensation, accreditation
and evaluation, playground and facility design, support systems linking individual family
child care providers, as well as overall financing strategies,

Establish partnerships with State or County employment and job traimng programs to

" enable Military Child Development Centers and Family Child Care Homes to serve as

training locations for welfare recipients moving from welfare to work. Military programs
could provide on-the-job training, work experience, and an understanding of best practice
for the delivery of child care, ‘

"
t



CLINTON ADMINISTRATION EFFORTS TO SUPPORT THE
DEVELOPMENT OF AMERICA’S YOUNGEST CHILDREN

“Learning begins in the first days of life. Scientists ave now discovering how young

children develop emotionally and inteflectually from their very first days, and how important it is for
parents tc begin invnediately talking, singing, even reading to their mfwztx We alreaddy know we
should stare teac!:mg children before they start schom’ ”

-- President Bill Clinton, State of the Union Address, February 4, 1997

Recent scientific rescarch has demonstrated that experiences during the earliest years of life — '
before children reach schoel age - are critical to their cognitive, emotional, and physical
development. Nurturing and stimulating children in the first years of life actually help théir
brains develop and prepare them for the challenges of school and Iater life.  President Clinton is
committed to giving America’s children the opportunity to live up to their God-given potential -
by investing in research, supporting parents and caregivers, and slrcngmcnmg programs that
prev:dc cariy intervention to disadvantaged families.

PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN’S HEALTH

Supported Over 90% of ali Children’s Research. In fiscal year 1993, the federal government
spent an estimated $2 billion on resezrch and development directly related to children and youth
- over 90% of all funding of children's research. Spending on children’s health rescarch at The
National Institutes of Health (NIH} increased 25% between 1993 and 1997, and this year NIH
will spend $904 million on research on young children alone. This research has contributed to
thie recent advances in understanding early learning and language development.

Increased participation én WIC program. WIC Supplemental Nutrition Program provides
nutrition packages, nutrition education, and health referrals to low-income pregnant women,
infants, and children. Over the past four years participation has expanded by 1.7 million from 5.7
.10 7.4 million women, infants, and children, The increase in the President’s budget proposal
fulfills his commitment to achieving full participation in WIC by the end of 1998, Research
shows that WIC prenatal services save Medicaid much more than they ¢ost by reducing health
care expenses in the first 60 days afler birth,
P -

Raised Chitdhood Immumization Rates to an All-Time High. The President’s Childhood
Immunization Initiative focuses on five areas: 1} improving the quality and quantity of
vaccination delivery services; 2} reducing vaceine costs for parents; 3) increasing community
participation, education and partnerships; 4) improving systems to monitor diseases and
vaccinations; and 5} improving vaccines and vaccine use. This initiative has achieved notable

1
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success. In 1995, 75% of two~year olds wete fully immunized -- an historic high. Funding for
childhood immunization has doubled since fiscal year 1993,

Protected the Medicaid Guarantee for 9 Million Children Under 6 Years Qld, This
Administration has pratected and, preserved - and now will improve on - the goaraniee of
Medicaid coverage for 36 mullion Americans, including 9 million children under the age of 6. In
1993, the President vetoed the Republican Medicaid block grant proposal that would have ended -
the guarsntes of coverage for up w 4 million children by 2002, At the same time, the President
worked with states by granting 15 comprehensive Medicaid waivers and approving many more
state plan amendments that improve and expand coverage for children.

Seeks to Extend Health Coverage to Up to 5 Million Children. Although this Administration

has made great strides in protecting the health of America’s neediest children, there is still much

to be done.. In 1995, more than 10 million American children, 80% of whom have working

parents, had no health insurance. ' The President’s budget takes three important steps to address

the probiem of children who lack health insurance coverage:

1) Provides annual grants to stetes to cover health insurance premiums for farmitw of
workers who are in-between jobs;

2} Uitilizes state partnership grants to help working families who are not chgxble for
Medizaid o purchase private insurance for their children; and

.3) Expands Medicaid coverage by allowing states to continue Medicaid coverage for up to

one year even if family income changes, intensifying outreach to children who are
currently eligible but not enrolled, and continuing current law expansions of coverage to .
reach poor children beiween the ages of 13 and 18.

Fighting Pedfatric AIDS. In 1994, the National Institutes of Health released new research
showing that the use of the drug AZT by HIV-infected pregnant women can reduce the risk of
transmission from mother to child by two-thirds. In response, the Food and Drug Administration
quickly approved changes in labeling mndications for AZT to include HIV-infected pregnant :
women and, in 1995, the Centers for Disease Control began recommending routing HIV
counseling and voluntary HIV testing for all pregnant women, In addition, the -President has
consistently supported investment through Title IV of the Ryan White CARE Act, which
provides grants for coordinated HIV services and access to research for children, women and
farnilies, Sinte 1994 $113 million bas been appropriated under Title IV, with 39 ergamzaizms
in 26 states, Puerto Rico and the District of Columbia receiving support.

Protecting Mothers and Children. Due to the Clinton Administration's comprehensive strategy
to increase acoess to prenatal care, the preliminary estimate for the ULS. infant mortality rate (the
rate at which babies die before their first birthday} is at an histonic low of less than § deaths per
1,000 Hive births in 1995, and the proportion of mothers petting early prenatal care is at a record
high of 81%., In addition, the President spearheaded legislation requiring insurance companies to
cover at feast 48 hour hospital stays following childbirth. In 1970, the average length of stay for
an uncomplicated delivery was four days, but by 1992 it had declined to two days. This
legislation ensures that mothers and babies do not leave the hospital before they and their doctors
decide they are ready. The Administration is ensuring that the health needs of mothers and



children are met by providing over $1 billion in FY 97 for Title V Maternal and Child Health
Programs. The Maternal and Child Health Block Grant, one of the Title V programs, serves
approximately 17 million women, infants and children, in partnership with states. In addition,
Title V programs provide comprehensive care for children with special health needs, meet
nutritional and development needs of mothers and children and help reduce infant mortality.

Preventing Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS}. The Clinton Administration launched the
Back to Sleep public education campaign to send the message to parents and health professionals
" that putting babies to sleep on their backs can reduce the risk of Sudden Infant Death Syndrome.
Largely as a result of this campaign, SIDS deaths dropped by 30% between 1992 and 1995.

PROMOTING EARLY LEARNING

!

I .
Increased parficipation in Head Start, created Early Head Start for 0-3 year olds, and
improved program quality. For more than thirty years, Head Start has been one of our nation’s
best investments. President Clinton has made improving and expanding Head Start a priority
because Head Start ensures that low-income children start school ready to learn. Qver the past *
five years, funding for the program has increased by 80%, and in fiscal year 1997 Head Start will
serve 800,000 low-income children five years old and younger. Initiated in 1994, there are now
143 Early Head Start programs across the country, expanding the proven benefits of Head
Start to low-income families with children under three. Over the last three years, the Clinton
Administration has also invested significantly in improving program quality and providing local
programs with the resources they need to attract and retain high quality teachers. The President’s-
1998 budget proposal provides a $324 million increase in Head Start’s budget 50 that it will
remain on course to serve 1 million chlldrcn by 2002.

Improved S upport Jfor Infants and Toddlers with Special Needs. Under the Individuals with .
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), the Infants and Families Program supports the continuing
efforts of states to implement high quality statewide early intervention services for infants and
toddlers with disabilities. Over the past four years, funding for the program has increased by 48%
or $102.5 million. During the same period, the number of children served mcreascd by 21.5%.
An cstunated 191,000 children will be served in fiscal year 1998.

Enhanced Family Literacy Program. Even Start Family Literacy is a family-focused grant
program to improve the educational opportunities for children and their parents in low-income
areas by integrating family literacy activities, including early childhood education, adult
education, and parenting education. Since 1993, funding for Even Start has increased by over -
40% to support programs in every state and the District of Columbia.

Providing Funding for Parent Resource Centers in 42 States. In addition to involving parents
in the development of state and local education plans, the President’s Goals2000 program
provides funding to establish parent resource centers that help parents learn how to help their
children meet high standards. The centers provide training, distribute resource materials, and
support a variety of programs that strengthen family involvement in education. In fiscal year
1997, funding is available for support centers in 42 states, 14 more than in 1996.

3



Promoting Parents as First Teachers. The Prosident’s America Reads Challenge, 8 campaign to
ensure that every child can read well by the end of the third grade, includes Parents as First
Teachers Challenge Grants to fund proven local, regional and national programs that provide
assistance to parents to help their children become successful readers. The grants can be used to
expand successful programs such as the Home Instruction Program for Preschool Youngsters

. (HIPPY) and the Parents as First Teachers (PAT) program. They will also fund national ang
regional networks to share information on how par&nw can h&ip children to read,

IM};’R(}W{; CHILZ} CARE

Increased Child Care Funding. Since 1993 federal f’mémg for child care has increased by $1
billion, providing services for over 660,000 children - 65% of whom are under 5 years of age,
The newly estabizsheé Child Care and Development Fund ({CCDF) has made available $2.9
hillion to states. The new fund, authorized and expanded by the new welfare law, will assist low-
income families wcrkmg their way off welfare to obtain child care 56 they can waork or atiend
school. !

Improved Child Care in Public Housing. The Early Childhood Development Program i,{cips to
provide quality child care for families living in public housing communitics, as well as famifies
who are homeless or at risk of becoming so. The program allows parents or guardians who live in
public housing to get and keep jobs by ensuring that their children are cared for, In 1996, §21 |
million was awarded 1o public housing sites across the cowntry -~ three times more than in 1994,

Providing High Quality Child Care for Military Families. Under the Clinton Administration, -
the Department of Defense has made important strides to improve the quality of child care for the
children of the men and women who serve our country. Since 1992, the number of military child
care facilities that are accredited by the independent National Association for the Education of
Young Children has risen from 55 to 466. Currently, 72% of military child care programs are
accredited, as compared to only 7% of other child care famlxtms nationwide.

SAFE(;UARDING THE ENVIRONMENT

Controlling Childhood Lead Poisoning. The Administration has launched a major new offort to
control childhood lead poisoning. The program requires landlords and sellers of older homes to
notify prospective tenants and buyers about lead-based paint hazards, provides grants to states to
control lead-based paint hazards in low-income privately-owned homes, and offers technical
assistance {o ensure that lead hazard control wortk is done safely and efficiently. The 1997
intarim report evahuating the HUD Lead-Based Point Hazard Control grant program shows that
median dust levels on inferior window sills were reduced by 85 %. In addition, the number of
children suffering from lead poisoning dropped from 1.7 mziiwn in the late 1980s to about
935,000 in the mid-1990s, _

Protecting Qur Children’s Environment, Because their bodies are stil developing, children are
among the most vulnerable to pellution in the air, water and soil. In 1995, the Clinton
Administration began requiring that children receive first consideration when EPA agsesses



environmental hazards and sets public heaith standards, In addition, the Clinton Administration
has strengthened environmental protections for children by: proposing to strengthen air quality
standards for soot and smog to protect children from air pollution, particularly those with asthma;
speeding the clean-up of iwo-thirds of the nation’s toxic waste sites (o protect the 10 million
children under age 12 who live within four miles of a foxic waste durap; strengthening drinking
* water protections to ensure that drinking water is free of microbial contaminants; expanding
familics’ right to know about environmental health risks that infants and children face to help
them make informed decisions about their children’s exposure to these risks; issuing advisories
" about contaminated fish so parents can protect children from cancer-causing PCBs; and
educating parents about the effects of second-hand smoke, which annually resalts in 7,500 to
15,000 hospitalizations of infants and children under 18 months of age.

-

'STRENGTHENING FAMILIES

Passed Family and Medical Leave, The President fought for the passage of the Family and
Medical Leave Act (FMLA) that allows workers to take up to 12 weeks unpaid léave to care for a
newborn or adoptcd child, to attend to their own serious health neads, or to care for a seriously‘ill
parent, child or spouse. In June 1996, President Clinton proposed expanding FMLA to allow
workers to take up to 24 unpaid hows off each year for school and early childhood education
activities, routine family medical care, and additional activities related to caring for an elderly
relative. Last week, the President asked Federal apencies to implement hzs expanded leave
policy munediately for Federal workers.

Impraved Children’s Television. The President announced a breakthrough agreement with the
media and entertainment indusiry to develop a television ratings system & ¢nable parents ©
protect their children from violénce and adult content. In addition, the Administration has given
parents greatér control over what their children watch on television by requiring the installation
of anti-violence screening chips (“V-chips™) in all new televisions.

Reducing C‘!;litdAbuse arnd Domestic Violence. The Administration created the Safe
Streets/Safe Kids initiative to make community résponses to child abuse and neglect more
comprehensive and coordinated in an effort to break the cyele of early childhood victimization
and later delinquency. The Administration also put in place a nurse home visitation program for
low-income first-ime mothers, Studies have shown that home visitation programs are successful
- for example, reducing cigarette smoking during pregnancy by 25% and reducing mistreatment
of children from birth to age 2 by R0 percent. The Clinton' Administration has also taken
significant steps to reduce domestic violence. For example, the Rural Domestic Violence and
Child Victimization Enforcement Grant Program helps law enforcement agencies, courts
community organizations and businesses to work toward early identification, intervention and
prevention of domestic violence and child victimization in rural areas. Finally, the President is
commiited to finding stable and permanent homes for children who cannot remain safely at
home. As aresult, the Administration announced Adoption 2002, a plan to double the number @f
children adopied or placed in permanent homes cach year by the year 2002,



WHRITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON EARLY CﬁZLDHGOB DEVELOPMENT AND LEARNH‘I{}:
WHAT NEW RESEARCH ON THE BRAIN TELLS US ABOUT OUR YOUNGEST CHILDREN

“Learning begins in the firs days of life. Scientists are now discovering how young children develop emotionally and -
intellectually jrom their very first days, and how important it is for parents (o begin immediately talking, singing, even
reading to their infonts.... We already know we should start teaching chi idren before they start school,”

~President Bill Clinton, State of the Union Address, February 4, 1997

Today, the President and First Lady are hosting The White House Conference on Early Childhood
Development and Learning: What New Research on the Brain Tells Us Abont OQur Youngest Children. The
day-long conference highlights new scientific findings on brain dovelopment in very young children and point to
the importance of children’s earliest experiences in helping them get off to a strong and healthy start.

Applying New Findings en Braia Development in the Earliest Years. New scientific research shows that
experiences after birth — particularly in the first three years of iife - have a dramatic impact on brain
development. That means that nurturing, talking to, singing to and reading to our youngest children will improve
their sbility to fearn and develop throughout their lives. The White House Conference will focus on the practical
applications of the latest scientific research on the brain, particutarly for parents and caregivers. The conference

. will also be a call 1o action to all members of society - including the health, business, media and faith
communities, child care providers and government — to use this information to strengthen America’s families.

Clintors Admi_nistrati;m Commitment to Young Children. This conference builds on the Clinton
Administration’s investment in children and families. The Administration has invested heavily in rescarch to help
us better understand the imporiance of the first few years of life to child development and learning. Between
1993 and 1997, funding for NIH children’s research increased 25%, from $1,3 billion to $1.6 billion.

President Clinton has also strengthened efforts to support families with young children. To take just a few
examples, the Administration raised funding for Head Start - providing low-income children and their families
with comprehensive education, health services, and nutrition +- by 43% over the last four years and created the
Early Head Start program to support families with children ages zero to three. The President’s FY 1998 Budget
further increases participation to reach 122,000 more children in FY 1998 than when he tock office. The
Administration also dramatically increased participation in the WIC Supplemental Nutrition Program, providing
7.4 million pregnant women, infants, and children with nutrition packages and information and health referrals —

- 1.7 million more than when President Clinton took office. And his FY 1998 Budget would achieve his goal of
full participation in the WIC program by the end of FY 1998,

Confercuce ?mgram‘a nd Participants. During the morning session of the conference, leading researchers and
child development experts will discuss the new research and what it means for parents and caregivers, The
panelists for this session are: Dr. David Hamburg, Camegie Corporation of New York (moderator); Dr, Carla -
Shatz, University of California, Berkeley, Dr. Donald Cohen, Yale Child Study Center; Dr. Patricia Kuhl,
University of Washingfon; Dr. Ezea Davidson, Drew University of Medicine, Dr. T. Berry Brazelton, Harvard
University; and Dr. Deborah Phillips, National Research Council. The afternoon session will highlight medel
community efforts to support parents and enhance early childhood development. The panelists include: Avance
Family Support and Education Program, San Antonio, TX; the CEO and Chairman of the Board, The Kc%iegg
Company, Battle Crcek Michigas; and Qunce of Prevention, Chicago, IL

Broad Participation Across the Country, The morning session of the conference will be broadcast by satellite
to over 80 locations across the country. The sateliite conferences will be co-hosted by regional federal agencies,
loca! officiats, and children’s and other organizations.
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WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON EARLY cmwaaab DEVELOPMENT & LEARNING
Aprl 17, 1997
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MEMORANDUM FOR:  INTERESTED PARTIES
FROM: "KRIS BALDERSTON

SUBJECT: FINAL UPDATE ON THE EARLY CHILDHOOD REGIONAL
SATELLITE SITES

Attached is o near fingl list and map of the cighty-two (82) regional satedlite sites for the .
White House Conference on Early Childhood Development snd Learning which will be held on
Thursday, April 17. 1997, (1 say “aear final” because we continue (0 get calls {rom state and
local officials including Members of Congress who are planning to hald similar sessions. By
Thursday morning, [ am sure we will reach nearly 100 sites.) In just three weeks, the Regional
Administrators from HHS, Education, USDA, EPA, and GSA set up sites in 36 states (OH, FL,

.and W do not appear oo the map) in every federal region of the country. . As vou review the

materials, please nate the following points:

. These are not just “conference-watching™ sessions. In nearly every case, the local
organizers have replicated the East Room program. They will watch the morning session
via satetlite and create their own panel sessions of focal experts to discuss early childhood
tssies in the aflerncon. Many plan to develop their own local action plans.

. Each of the satclite sites will distribute White House materials and collect the namaes of
their pariicipants so that we can send cach of the attendees a final report. Most of the
sites are planning to send the White House ¢ 1-2 page summary of their own pz‘ocwdmgs
for inclusion in the White House document.

. There is genuine excitement in the regions sbout participating in this conference. The
Regional Administrators note that the locat respondents immediately jumped on the
oppottunity 1o participate and help organize it. Anecdotally, we have learned that 600
neople are planning to attend the Phoenix conference, 300 in Kunsas City, 350 in New
Yark City, 200 in San Francisco, 150 in South Texas. and 250 1 Philadeiphia. 1n most
cuses organizers expect on average of approximatety 100-150 participants. As you look
througlh the sites, you will note that many of the satellite sesstons are being held in
hospitals, universities, high schools, and federal buildings.

!
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Finally a special thanks should go 10 Laura Schwartz for answering a mitlion technical
questions from administeators throughout the country, Pat Lewis for answering their press
inquiries, (Jay Wolf our Cabinet Affairs iniern who spent countiess hours inputting the
information), and Eric Dodds, the White House Liaisgn at GSA, who ts the main point of contact
with the Regional Administrators. Also a thanks o HHS, DoEd, (iSA, USDA, and EPA for

contributing funds to put the program up on the satellite,
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WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON EARLY LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT

©  GENERAL QUESTIONS ON THE CONFERENCE
Q. What will be discussed at the conference?

The conference: will highlight new research on brain development in very young &hildren and

. discuss what it means for parents, caregivers and policy makers. We now know that children’s
earliest experiences actually affect the development of their brains and are essential to their ability
to learn, develop, and reach their full potential. This conference will be a call to action to all
members of society -- including the business, faith and-health communities, the media, child care
providers and government -- to use this information to strengthen America’s families. --

Q. What kind of impact do you expect this conference to have?

We hope that this conference will mark the beginning of a national dialogue on how best to
support, stimulate, and nurture children in the first years of life. That means a national dialogue

. on how to provide high quality, affordable child; how to make sure children have health insurance;
and how 1o give them early educational opportunities. We also hope to send a simple message to
parents and caregivers: that they should read to, sing to, play with and talk to children in the
earliest years. .

Q. How can the President reconcile his interest in early childhood development with
the fact that-he sngned a welfare bill that will throw over a million children into

poverty?

The President signed welfare reform because he believes that we need to end the cycle of
dependency and help all Americans take responsibility for their own lives. The President believes
-- and all the evidence suggests -- that children who grow up in households and communities
where there's work will be far better off in the long run than those who don’t. The welfare bill
dramatically expanded the availability of child care for people moving from welfare to work, while
preserving health, safety and other quality standards for child care.

Q. Doesn’t this new research mean that women should stay home?

No. What the research suggests is that we should support all parents, those who work outside the
home and those who don’t. There are terrifically engaged parents who go to work, and there are
parents who stay home but don’t know or chose to spend time talking, reading and singing to
their children. A recent report indicates that children in quality child care settings do just as well
as children whose mothers stay home. What’s most important is that children are surrounded by
loving, nurturing caregivers who understand the importance of the first few years of life.

|
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Q. Doesn’t this new research mean that we can step investing in children once they
reach the age of three? _

No. It would be nonsensical to stop spending money on things like crime prevention, schools,
and job training. But we now know that early childhood is a critical time in children's
development. Investments early can reduce the need for investments later, and we ought to set
our priorities with that in mind.

Q. Given the new research, do you see an enhanced role for government in the lives of
young children?
i

There are certainly things that government can do. The President fought for Family and Medical
Leave so that workers can take leave to care for a newborn or adopted child, and he has proposed
to expend FMLA to allow people to take up to 24 hours off each year for things like finding child
care or school activities. The President has also expanded Head Start and created Early Head
Start, increased participation in WIC, and raised immunization rates, But parents are responsible,
for raising their children. The purpose of this conference is 1o share information about what we
can all de to enhance cur children’s development and learning, and to highlight model community
efforts that are working across the country to support children and families,

Q. Isn’t this conference just about government intruding inte the Dimily?

No. Parents raise children but, like it or not, children are influenced by businesses, schools, the
media, and the government, to take just a few examples. This purpose of this conference is to
share information about what we can all do to enhance our children’s development and learning,
The conference witl also highlight model community efforts that provide voluntary assistance 1o
parents and children, although most of these local initiatives do so thh financial support from the
federal government.

{NOTE: DOJ supports the New Haven Police initiative; AVANCE receives funding from Early
Head Start, Even Start, and Family Preservaiion; and The Ounce of Prevention receives Early
Head Start and Head Start funding.]

Q. Wil thi1:re be a report on the conference?

Yes. There will be a report coming out of the conference that digests the research and its
practical applications, summarizes the recommendations of the panetists, and provides a resource
guide for parents, caregivers, and policymakers, We are also putting together 2 web page
devoted to the gnnference that will be accessible through the White House home page.

Q. Is this conference part of Rob Reiner’s -3 campaign?

NG Rob Reiner is working ‘on an important effort -~ a national engagement campaign involving
- foundations, cm‘pfsz‘azzons and media to spread the word about the significance of the first few

1’ .
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years of life. The President and the First Lady support his efforts and believe they complement
the White House Conference, but the two are separate.

Q. Why aren’t any Republicans participating in the Conference?

. We invited the three Republican and three Democratic members of the NGA's Children’s Task
Force and asked both its co-chairs to participate in the afternoon roundtable discussion, None of
the Republicans were able 1o attend. We also invited key Republican and Democratic Members of
Congress, and one Republican will attend. S

+*

Q. A nuniber of Members of Congress have sent » letter to the President urging him to
devoate at least one-third of the discussion to the development of the brains of
fetuses. Will you do this?

Brain development before birth is a relevant topic. In fact, one of the panelists has done extensive
work in this area. Tt will surely be discussed at the conference.

QUESTIONS ON POLICY INITIATIVES

Department of Defense

Q. You are holding the military child care system up as a model. Why is it so good?

The military child care system is noted for its high quality standards, including a high percentage
of accredited centers; a strong oversight and enforcement system, that includes a 1-800 hot line
for parents to report concerns, mandatory training for child care providers; relatively generous
wages and benefits tied to continued training and education; a system of linking up and providing
needed support to individual home care providers; and sufficient funding to make quality child
care affordable.

Q.  Iso’t the military child care system so good because the military spends so much to
fund it?

Experts agree that the military child care system is the best in the country for a number of reasons.
It is true that the mulitary recognizes that quality child care costs more than most parents can
‘afford to pay and, therefore, the Department of Defense provides sufficient funding so that
parents can afford the fees.

[NOTE: The military pays 50% of child care costs with appropriated funds. Parents pay
according to a sliding scale based on income. Last year the average weekly fee was $65 per
week. ]
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In addition, the military child care system is noted for its high quality standards, including a high
percentage of aceredited centers; a strong oversight and enforcement system, that includes a 1~
800 hot line for parents to report concerns; mandatory training for child care providers; relatively
generous wages and benefits tied to continued training and education; and a system of linking up
and providing needed support to individual home care providers.

Q. What are you deoing to ensure that all Americans have aceess o affordable child
care?

The President has proposed a $500 per ¢hild tax credit, expanded the Earned Income Tax Credit

to help working families with children and, in the welfare reform law, increased federal funding

for child care by $1 billion, providing services for over 660,000 children -- 65% of whom are

under 5 years old,

Q. Why should the military use their resources to help civilian child care providers?

There's no doubt that the military’s first priority is protecting the national security and supporiing
its own service members. This initiative will not undermine that mission. Much of this can be
done without a significant expenditure of dollars. One piece of evidence that that is true is that
the military is already reaching out to civilian child care providers in their communities, though in
a less comprehensive, coordinated way. This initiative will also benefit the military by providing
workers for its child care centers and by increasing the number of available spaces.

Héalth Care |
Q. Many {Z‘angmsmnaf Re;mi:sixcans say they aré opposed to new entitlements, How
are you going ¢ convince them to expand health care coverage?

The President’s chldren’s health proposa] is not a new entitlement, but a capped program which
gives states the flexibility to design innovative ways to extend health coverage to uninsured
children. This carcfully targeted investment has been fully paid for in the President’s balanced
budget. Moreover, we have seen enormous interest from both Republicans and Democrats in
expanding health care for children, and we are optimistic that we will be able to pass a children’s
health bill this year.
Q. Coulda't you reach these children move effectively through an existing mechanism
such as the Medicaid program, the tax code, or an existing discretionary program?

The President wants to pass bipartisan legislation that will extend health care coverage toup to
five million uninsured children. He is willing to consider any ideas that will enable us to reach this
goal. ;

Q. Is it veally worth cutting 322 billion from Medicaid and implementing a per capitsa



cap just to expand coverage to a few more children?

First of sll, the President has proposed $7 billion in net savings in Medicaid, which represents a
reduction of gbout 1% off of the current Medicaid baseline over the next five vears. Also, the
President’s plan to expand coverage to more children is not paid for solely fromour savings in
Medicaid. Moreover, because under a per capita cap States would get more dollars when they
cover additional chikiren and because children are relatively inexpensive o cover, we believe that
this policy may well provide States with positive incentives to extend health care coverage to
more children.’ -

Q. Does the President support the Kennedy-Hatch childrew’s health care bill which ‘
finances children’s health care expansions by increasing the tobacee tax?

First of all, the President is delighted that there is 50 much bipartisan interest in expanding health -
coverage 1o children, and he will continue to work with Senators Kennedy and Hatch and others
in Congress to pass a balanced budget this year that extends health care coverage to more
uninsured cluldren

While the Hatch-Kennedy bill pays for new expansions by increasing the tobscco tax, the
President has & proposal which would expand coverage to millions of additional children and is
paid for in the context of his balanced budget plan. Regardiess of the source of financing,
assuring a significant commitment for children’s health care will continue to be 2 top priority for
the President.

That being said, studies of State excise tax increases indicate that they can have significant gmbhc
health benefits, particularly for children and adolescents, because the increased cost can
discourage them from starting and continuing to smoke,

Q.  The Hatch-Kennedy children’s health coverage bill secms to be losing support even
by some of its cosponsors because of the tobacco tax financing. Are you concerned
about these recent developments?

No piece of legislation in this town experiences smooth sailing throughout the legislative process.
The President continues to be very encouraged by the strong bipartisan support for an investment
in children’s health coverage. In eddition to the Hatch-Kennedy bill, a number of others in
Congress are coming forward with proposals to expand children’s health insurance, Just this
week, Nancy Johnson joined the list of Republicans who have put forth proposals on to expand
children’s health care coverage. And we expect there will be many more, This should be a major
priority for this Congress, and it is a top priority for the President.
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Q. What is Safe Start?
|
Safe Start is a program designed 10 change the way Jaw enforcement officers respond io children
" who are the victims of or witnesses to violence. The program will provide training on early
childhood development to community police officers, prosecutors, probation and parole officers,
school personnel and mental health providers. It prepares the péople on the fromiline to respond
better to the needs of children who have been exposed (o violence, and to intervene in time to
prevent any further evidence.

.

Q. How much will this program cost?

In fiscal year 1997, the Department of Justice will spend $700,000 of already appropriated funds
on the program, ‘ )

i .
Q. How many individuals and communities will be reached by Safe Start?

: .
Safe Start builds on a program that is already in place. In addition to providing additional
intensive training and technical assistance to the four communities already taking part in the
program, the Department of Justice will involve four additional communities and will provide
training o early childhood development to 20,000 law enforcement and other professionals in
more than 50 communities,

Q. Is President Clinton trying to turn police officers into social workers?

No. New Haven Policy Chief Wearing - part of the panel at today’s conference - is & cop’s cop,
who rose up the ranks from detective to police chief. He will tell you that his department’s
partnership with the Yale Child Study Center helps stop the cycle of viclence by providing early
intervention to children who are exposed to violence and who, if lefl untreated, would be more
ikely to become violent offenders themselves,

Early Head Start

Q. Aren’t many more children eligible for Early Head Start than are hci‘ag served?

We estimate that nearly 3 milfion children ages 0 to 3 are eligible for Early Head Start while only
23,000 are currently served. However, Early Head Start is a very new program,- The first Early
Head Start grants were awarded in October 1995, The President’s 1998 budget would nearly
double the number of children and families served, from 18,000 in fiscal year 1995 to 35,000 in
fiscal year 1998, The President is committed to continuing to support this program,

Q. Have the organizations who will receive this new funding been sclected?

6



No. Today, we are announcing a competition for this funding. The Depariment of Health and
Human Services expect to announce the new grantees in September,

f

~ Ready*Set*Read Kits
Q. How were the kits developed?

Fifty reading, literacy and early childhood groups worked with the Department of Education on
the basic design for the kits. The materials were then developed by researchers from the Early
Childhood Technical Assistance Center, and finally & working group of families, caregivers and
early childhood administrators reviewed and commented on them.

. How aild when wilt these kits be distributed?

In May, kits will be mailed to f‘amz ies served by early childhood programs across the country like
Even Start, Foster Grandparents, and Learn and Serve Early Childhood Programs. It will also be
available to the public through the Depantment of Education’s toll-free number at 1-800-USA-
LEARN and will be available on the Internet through the Department of Eéuc&tm s home pagtz
The kits are avaziabic in Spanish and English. .
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OPENING REMARKS
WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON
EARLY CHILD DEVELOPMENT AND LEARNING
APRIL 17, 1997

I want to begin by thanking our First Lady, my wife, Hillary, for bringing together the
scientists, doctors, sociologists and other experts whose work is the basis for our discussion
today. And because our subjeet will have enormous impact on the lives of all Americans, we are
also being joined by satellite by thousands of people at more than 80 sites around our country,
Today, we have brought a village to the White House.

There have been many White House conferences, but this one is different. It's about
helping America’s future by giving our youngest children the opportunity to develop their fullest
potential. And it’s about supporting, in every way we can, the efforts of parents. We’ve begun
that job, with the Family and Medical Leave Act, and with our proposed expansion to allow
parents time to'attend parent-teacher conferences, fing child care or care for an elderly relative.
We gave parents the V-chip and & TV ratings system so they could betier control what their
children watch: We took on the tobacco industry 1o stop their ads from reaching children, We're
working to bring down juvenile crime and violence. Government doesn’t raise children. Parents
do. But these actions show we can and must do more to support families and relieve some of the
stress on parents.

Now, we can help parents by sharing what we have leamed from new scientific research
about how very young children lear and develop. We are devoting this entire day to this project
-~ but this is only a start. We must look at the practical tmplications of this research for parents,
care givers, policy makers and others who can have an impact in the lives of children. And we
must conttnue © work in this area in the months and years ahead.

Make no mistake: What we are undertaking is exciting and enormous and important to
America’s future, The research that brings us here has opened a new frontier. (reat exploration
is not new ta America; we have always sought to expand our horizons, but that has usuaily meant
lnoking outward, far away from home. This great exploration takes us as close to home as we
can be, 1o examine a mystery that we hold in our very arms -~ our babies.

Thanks in large part to federally funded research, we are discovering that the earliest
years of life make the biggest difference, that they are also a critical window of opportunity for
developing peak emotional and intellectual potential. Every child needs proper nufrition and
access 1o health care and a safe home and environment. And every child needs teaching and
touching, reading and playing, singing and talking. How we care for our youngest children
affects how they will do in school and in life.

My Admimistration has been committed to supporting this research and to build on it -- to
) !
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take concrete steps to move toward optimum development for America’s children. Today, |
want to share with all of you some steps that we are taking now.

First, we want to improve the quality of child care. That 13 a great challenge, and 1t will
take years 1o accomplish. We must consider carefully a range of proposals to make sure that
child care is both high-quality and affordable. {look forward to working with the Congress on
this effort, which might include g proposal for additional tax credits 1o make child care better and
more availsble 1o everyday Americans,

H

It might surprise some peaple, but the model for child care is the military’s system, which
many experis consider to be the best in the country. But we should not be surprised, because we
know that anything the American military undertakes, it can do well. The man responsible for
administering the Navy™s child care systern, Rear Admiral Larry Marsh, is here today. The
military should be proud of its achievement: a child care system with high standards, including a
high percentage of accredited centers; a strong enforcement system with unannounced
mspections. Parents have a toll-free number 1o call 10 report concerng they may have. Training is
mandatory, Wages and benefits are good, so staff tends to stay on. | am proud that the military
places such importance on helping the families of the men and women who serve our country.

§

We want this kind of quality to extend beyond the military, Se teday, as just one step in
addressing the scarcity of good and affordable child care, | am issuing an executive
memorandum, asking the Department of Defense to share its success. | want the military to
partner with civilian child care centers and help them to improve quality and become accredited;
provide training to civilian child care providers; share information they have on how to operate
successfully; and work with State and local governments to give on-the-job training in child care
to people moving from welfare to work.

i, .
[Child care is vitally important. With so many two-worker families, parents should feel
secure in knowing that their child is the best set of hands next to their own. For that reason, this
fall, we will be holding another White House conference, devoted to child care.]

Second, we are working 1o boost our children’s development by extending health care to
as many as § million uninsured children by the year 2000, We can do that with our Children’s
Health [nitiative in my balanced budget proposal. 1t would strengthen Medicare for poor
children, provide coverage for working families through innovative State programs, and continue
health coverage for children of workers between jobs. [ am very pleased that the Association of
American Medical Colleges announced today that they are supporting our initigtive.

Third, we place a great importance on early education. So, teday, I am announcing an
expansion of Early Head Start enroliment by one-third next vear. Early Head Start is something
we created 1o 1994, and it has been a great suecess in bringing Head Start’s nutritional,
educational and other services to families with children age 3 and younger and to pregnant
women. Today, we are requesting new Early Head Start programs to accomptlish this expansion.

2
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i
And, 1o help parents and care givers to teach the very young, we have developed a tool
kit. 1t’s called the “Ready, Set, Read” Kit -~ part of our America Reads Challenge. It gives tips
on stirmulating activities for young children. 1U's going out to early childhood programs across
our country and we’ll have a hotline number to call for anyone else who wants a kit.
i
Fﬁﬁrﬁ;, we must protect the safety of children where they live, play and go to school.
And in particular, we must do more to help young children who are victims of abuse and
violence, Today the Department of Justice is establishing a new program called Safe Start,
which is based on efforts in New Haven, Connecticut, which you will hear about this afternoon.
This program'will train pelicé officers, prosecutors, probation and parele officers and mental
health professionals in child development, so that they will be better equipped to handle situation
involving young children. This will go a long way toward keeping our kids safe.

It will take a partoership across our national community to help our kids reach therr full
potential. But.the toughest job will always belong to parents. They are the firsi teacher and the
mais nurturer. Being a parent 15 4 joy, but the challenges never quit. 1t is not a job you can walk
away from, it is not one you can show up late for, and you dare not fall asleep on this job. The
world moves too fast, and that means more worry for parents. Work demands compete with
family demands. Finding a balance has never been more difficult. Parents need and deserve our
help. We need to come logether 1o help them.

There is so much science to be discussed today that I want (o come back to the bottom
line, The more we understand, think about and focus on the earliest years, the more we will
really assist children and cur whole society. These are the years that count,

|

A generation ago, a child development pioneer, Selma Fraiberg, said: “The experiences of
the first 3 years of life are almost entirely lost to us, and when we attempt to enter into a small
child's world, we come as foreigners who have forgotten the landscape and o longer speak the
native tongue.” It's true that a small child doesn’t speak our language vet. But a ¢hild, no matter
how young, understands a gentle touch, a smile, a loving voice. Babies understand so much
more than we have understood about them. Now, we can begin to close the gap.

Today America takes a bold step across the threshold to the next century. This
conference is about doing the best by our children, by giving every child the opportunity to
develop to the fullest of their God-given potential, by using teaching and nurturing to lifi up the
very young. Together we are venturing into a new field of wonder and reason. And what we
begin today may affect generations of Americans to come.

Thank you all for being a part of this great effort.
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FIRST SESSION
F&RLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT AND LEARNING CONFERENCE .
CONCLUBDING TALKING POINTS

[

1*d like to thank Dr. David Hamburg, Dr. Donald Cohen, Dr. Caria Shatz, Dr.
Patricia Kuhl, Dr. Ezra Davidson, Dr. T, Berry Brazelton, and Dr. Deborah Phillips for
participating this morning.

i '

Your research demonstrates that the carliest years of a child’s life are a eritical
window of opportunity for emotional and cognitive development. I'm committed to
continuing this research: Increased NIH funding by 23% in the past four years, balanced budget
proposal increases it further; the fedéral government has supported over 90%of all children’s
research, .

Now we must turn this latest rescarch into action by providing parents with the
tools they need to nurture their children and help them fo develop.  After lunch we will hear
from representatives from model parenting and child development programs from across the
country who are already helping parents in this way.

1*'d like to say a special thank you fe the thousands of you who are joining us today
by satellite at over 88 sites aw&md tbe coantry Yotzr pamcapaiwn has hei;}td o nmke thisa
tmiy natwaa conf&z‘enm [ challenge vou i inug this discussion with one anot
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| SECOND SESSION
EARLY CHILDHOOD AND DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE
! CONCLUDING TALKING POINTS
APRIL 17, 1997

Thank You: The First Lady, the Vice President, Mrs. Gore, Gov. Miller, Mr. Amold
Langbo, Dr. Gloria Rodriguez, Ms. Sheila Amaning, Police Chief Melvin Wearing, Ms. Harriet
Meyer, ard Mr. Rob Reiner.

It's time to leave this table and carry on the mission of enbancing the development
of our children. 1t is up to us to expand upon the work that doctors, scientists and social
workers in this field have devoted their lives to.  We must educale parents, because above all it's
parents who raise children; we must gneourage our teachers 1o implement the findings and

practices discussed here today; we must ghallenge our communities to share the responsibility

and provide the tools to support parents and enhance early childhood development,
1

This conference has laid ovt the necessary pieces for improving the well being of cur

children. .. and the picture that will emerge from our work is one that will include o

brighter future for every American child. 1 thank all of you for being a purt of this conference
-- truly g first of its kind,

H



LS “l Am Your Child”
Early Childhood Public Engagement Campaign Description

P:ominenz esstertainers, media, foundadons, corporations, and child development

Funders experes havs established an anprecedented public awareness and engagement

ATE&T Poundprinn campaign to Keus on new and compelling evidence about the Impoctance of die firse

The Califoraia Wellnes$ Foundation | theee years of life,

Carnegie Corporation of New York This effort builds on research evidence presented in Seaeting Foires, the seminal 1994

The Commomveaith Fund report by Curnegie Corporation of New York that concludes thut “how children funcrion

The Chartes A, Dana Foundatios, from the preschool years ail the way through adolescence, and even adulthood, hinges in
Inc. Jarge pust on thair experiences before the age of theee.”

The Hareis Foundation The roport points out that our nation has inadvertendy neglected those crucial yoars

The Teresn & H. John Heinz 111 and that this neglect has led to 2 variery of troubling conditions that should be improved.
Foundation I The goals of the campaign ace 1o help reverse these oubling trends by:

iBM Corporation ! * raising public awareness sbout the importanee of the first three years of life;

Johnsoa & fohinson > working with natiogal, stste and community leaders o improve programs and policies

W.K. Kellogg Foundation for young children and their farmilics.

John D, & Catherine T, MacArthur * cannecting families with young children o the information, resources and services
Foundation they needs

AL, Mailman Family Foaadation, Campuign founders represent an unusual collaboration that includes entertainment
Inc. talent—spearheaded by Rob Reiner and Michele Singer Reloer, and by Ellen Gilbert

Robert R MeCormick Tribung from Internstionsl Creative Monagement (ICH}=and « broud range of experts from the -
Foundation early childheod flelds, including professionsls in child development, sxely chiidhood sure

The Travelers Foundation and education, parent edugation and family support, and children's health, coordinated by

Ellen Galinsky and Nioa Sazer (F'Donnell of the Families and Work Instiure.

National Media

Called *t Am Your Chik;," An Hounlong ABC Prime Time Special is being produced by Rob Reiner, Michele Singer
Reiner and their produetion team. It is scheduled 1o aic during the week of Apel 21, 1997, It wil feature music, comedy and 2
documentary created by New Screen Concepis about a community that has moebilized on behalf of young ¢hildeen and their Families.
The program will be hosted by Tom Haaks, and will feature Robin Wiiliams, General Colin Powell, Arneld Schwarzenegger, Bruce
Willis, Demid Moere, Billy Crystal, Rosie O'Dannell, Carl Reiner, Fel Brooks, and sther stacs. Cood Morning America will feature
the cammpaign continuously during the week of the prime time special, as will many local ABC afiilianes,

Newsweok Special Edition. Newsweek magazine will publish 1 special edition thar will cotncide wish the show's airing.

Pubiic Service Announcements {PSAs). Tiws broadeass public service announcoments (PSAs) will be produced by Edge
Creative {ereators of Coca Colds ad campaigns) for television, radio and print media and distributed by The Advertising Council,

Toli-Free Number and Written Fulfiliment Material, The prime time television special and rhe PSA: will include o
toli~free sumber that viswers ean call to obrain written fullliment material. This material will inchude research-based informative on
how families can promore voung children’s school readiness and healthy developmunt, nlong with stute by stare ists of parenting
resources and services.

A Videa for New Parents wiil focus on how families can eacourage childrens healthy development,

A CD-ROM and On-Line Information will address the questions that parents have about their young children, An on-ling
information service, svailable to all Tnzerner users, will provide practical pasenting information wnd Hikages to resources.

A Canference on Brain Development was held in June 1928 in Chicago and 2 ecport from chis conferunce, Rechinkirg
the Brain, will be available in February 1997,

Marerials from the campaign will be bruadly distributed 10 policy makers, business leaders, national wrganizations, and smate and
tocal leaders.

Earjy Chiidhood Public Engagement Campaign Description 1
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Public Policy

The carnpnign 1s stimulaung bipartisan dialogue sbout federal, stare, and loea! policy goals. To enperg thar all young children get a
decent start, the campaign has identified four key arcas that constitute vital starting points for owr nation. These aress are: the
creation of comprehensive preventive health care for mothers, fathers and young childrer; the prometion of sespoosible, informed
parenthood by wepanding proven approaches; the wider availability of high-quality child care and early eduration; and the txpansion
of seare and community mobliization efforts w reverse current patterns of seglect.

The Rand Corporation is conducting research on the long teem economic benefis of effective policies and programs. A
series o cosr-benefit anaiyses oo the impact of such programs an the prevention of child abuse, crime, welfare dependency and other
eutcames will be relensed in Spring 1997,

National “Summit” Meeting. Campaign leaders use in discossion with the President, cabinet officials, and a bipartisan
group of members of Congress and govesnors about dhe design of a national conference on tie starus of younyg children in America.

The National Governors’ Assoclation. A bipartisan task force of governors led by Bob Miter {Nevada} and George
Voinevich {C3hio) will study federad ard smre policy aptions to stengehen programs and supports for families with young childresn,

National Education Goals Panel. A special brieting for the Natiomai Education Goals Panel, chaired by Governor James
B. Hunt {North Carolina} will aiso take place,

The National Conference of State Legislatures is developing o leadership group of state legislators who will promote
legiglative action based on new evideace on brain resesech and the healthy development of young children. Camnpaign Jeaders will
provide a briching st the organization’s national meeting in August 1957,

Outreach to National Organizations

Work with National Organizations. Navonal organizations uare vsing their newsletrers, jouraals, and other communications
vehicles to publicizs the campaigs and inform their mersbers about early childhood brain developmant. They are alss encouraging
their members o particpate in state and focal coalition activities, In addition, aver four dozea nasional organizations, such as the
American Academy of Pediatrics, American Liboary Organization, American Public Welfire Association and others, are participating
in the campan,

Linkages to Business Leaders. A business symposium will be conducted in collaboration with the Committes for
Econonie Development in April 1937, A wport un innovative business supports for new and expeerant parents will be produced for

the symposium and will be widely dissemninated.

{ther Coliabarators | - . Expert Advisory Board
The Advertising Councl, State and Community Action | ..o Coer Ma.
Tasee, : I - Former Esecutive
State and Locai Gampafggn Coalitlens of business l_s.,wars, Direcror of Family
Benton Foundanon child advocates, and parents in forty-two stages and communities Regource Tontition:
Coalition for Ameriess are forming partnerships o strengrhen programs and policies. Jerlear Dantel, Ph.D.,
Children Additions} conlitions are continving to form, Past President, National

Association fur the

Evolutionary Publishing, rer Education of Young
Ine. For further informarion about the media compaign, please {hildren;

Natioua! Governors' conrsct Ellen Gilbert, Vice President, Public Relstions/Speeial Emily Fenichei. MSW,
Association 1 Projects, Iaternational Creative Management, nc, (ICM): %?ﬁg%?gfg‘;ﬁg

New Screen Concepts | (310) 530-4203, E-maik: egitbers@icmealent.com "

The Rand Corporatian For turther infivmation sbout the outreach campaige, pleass chﬁ af:; g?;%?z‘;h- .,
tcn wontact the Famibies and Work Institure: Children and Families
i ‘ Ellen Cralinsky, Projecr Direceor: (212) 465-2044, Basry Zuckerman, MDD,
Zh%{}‘ TOT HREE} E~mail: emgabinskv@aol.com Chairman, Department
Mational Center for Nina Sszer (' Donnel, Project Managee: (913} 4777157, of Pediairics, Boston
Zafm-ﬁs’ Toddlers and E~muil: nsoathwi@aol.com University School of

Families - I — Medizine

1/31/97 : Early Childhood Public Engagement Campaiga Descriprion 2
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' ‘ _ wmm :sotrsx cowmzxcx ON
EAR{,Y CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT AND LEARNING: WHAT NEW RESEARCH ON
THE BRAIN 'I'ELLS Us ABO'(}T OUR Yt}wcxs*r cmwnm

“Lecrring bggfm in the first days of life. Scientisex are now discavering how }mmg children develop emononally and

intefh crually from their very first days. and how important it is for parents 1o begin immediately m&mg, singing, even
reading to their infanis.... We already know we should start zwdzmg children bafare rﬁzy start sehool.

szdcmﬁzﬂChnmSmcﬁthmmAdm February 4, 1997

Todav, President Clinton issued a stateraent announcing the date and themes of the White House Conference on
- Early <"aildhood Development and Learning: What New Research on the Bram Tells Us About Our Youngest
Child:* +. The day-leng Conference will tuke place on April 17, 1997 at the White House, The Couference will
highituit how mncaﬂy imoportant chﬂaimn 5 expenmccs before schiool are to their devechmem and their lalcr
success in school and in life, ) . ,

The Cs:uference wilt focus on the prmcai applications of the latest scientific research on the brain, particuiarly
for parints and care-givers. Also central to the Conference will be a discussion of the ways all secrors of society,
neludin.s the medical, business, and faith compmunrties, chﬂci care providers and government, can uge this
inform.iion 1o s:rczzgzhen America’s fanifies.

. QOver 1t last four ycam. the Administration has invested heavily in research to héip us better unde:staéd the
Jimpotiiice of the first fow years to child developmen: and learning, and in- mgthang eﬁ’cm that support
familios 1nd z:areg:vers with young chdldresy, including: :

’ Ing:l‘tased NIH Research F‘tmdmg 23%. LUnlike ﬁther research arcas, the federal governmen is almost
the sole funder of research of children and youth, supporting over 90% of research on children azd youth
Hinder the Clinton Administration, funding for NTH research has increased by 23% since 1993, 10 $12.7
~ bitlion in 1997, Between 1993 and 1997, funding for NI children’s research has increased 25%, from
> 3 billion to 1.6 billion. This sustained level of investment has helped support many of the ressarch
sgvances the April White House Conference will explore. In FY 2998 thﬁ President’s budget proposes to
merease funding for Nﬁi by an add:tzcnai $337 million. :

. tnhanced ead Start ?arﬁcipxiion and Quality and Created the Early Head Start ngram for
T h :idrcn 0-3, The Admicistration has enhanced Head Start participetion and increased its funding by
4 over thie last four years, and created the Early Head Start program in 1994 to suppont families with
o 11iﬁren ages zero to three, Head Stdrt provides low-incorne children and their famifies with
comprehensive education, health services, and auirition. The President’s FY' 1988 Budge: further
'\ inCreases pammpauen z0 reach 122 000 more ciuldren " FY 1998 than whc:z e took nﬂice

. Commitment to Full !’artic:panon in WIC The Administration dramatically mcz‘ea.sed participation in
the WIC Supplememai Nutrition Program, providing 7.4 million pragnant women, infants, and childron
with nuirition packages and information and health referrals — 1.7 million more than when President
Clinton ook office. And His FY 1998 Budget would achieve his goal of full participation in the WIC
program by the exdd of FY 1998, Research shows that every $1 irvested in WIC preanatal serves 5aves up
1 54 in Medicaid costs in the first 60 days after bink [uwa. 1990 Mmhhqﬁmm]

> Leading Natio:ml Effort to Raise Immunization Rates, In 2993, the Administration launched a
national effort to raise chikihood immunization rates by reducing vaccination costs for parents and
vaccine delivery services, and increasing community cdﬁC&hQ& zmd pam}msths Today, chidhond

urarunization rates are at record hzgia levels.


http:reQuci.ng

THE WHITE HQUSE

foice‘af the Press Secretary

Eﬁbaxgaed For Release .
Until 10:08 A. M., EDT
Saturday, April 12, 1997
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- RADIO ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT
TO THE NATION

g "

- THE PRESIDENT: Cood morning. Teoday, I want to talk
aboui the taugh@&t job any person can have. It's not a job you &an
guit, show up late for, or do just encugh to get by. In every vay,
it's a lifetime commitment -- it'’s being a parent. v :

“In . our times, parenting has become an even -greater.
challenge. Ths world moves faster, and parents rlghtly WOrry mere,
about how to protect their children's health, their safety and their
future. Jobkhs plaae more demands on methers and fathers., Finding a
balance between home and work takes more effort than ever. :

Parents can use some help. And while government doesn't
raise children, it can sometimes give parents the tools they need to
- make their jobs easier. That's why we fought for and won the V-chip
and a ratings systems for TV, so parents can hetter protect .their
young children  -from unsuitable shows., That!'s we fought to Xeep. the
tobacco industry from advertising thelr products to children. 2and
why we'lre Fighting to keep streets safer and to -reduce juvenile
crime. - All these h&lp parents to do a better jab with thelr
children.,
B&t there .is still wcrk te be done. Parents want to do
}rzg nt thing by their chlildren from the very start. And giving our |
youngest children what they need to thrive from the very first days
of life is something the First Lady.has studied for a long time. In-
her bobk, "It Takes a V;llage," Hillary called on our nation to give
- its attention te new findings about the early years of children'’s
lives that 's0 often are mverlocked in intellectual, social and
. emotional dev&lmpmant

.

our administration has worked hard e better understam&
these early vears. 8Since 1923, we increazmed funding for children’s
research at the National Institutes of Health by 28 percent ~- or
' $322 millicon ~~ and my balanced budget plan promotes further :
‘increases in funding. We expanded and improved Head Start, and we

“created an Early Head Start Program for c¢hildren age three or younger

g0 . that they could get the stzﬁulatzon they need at those critical
tines.

"From our reseaxah ‘we know that from the very first days
. of 1ife a child 1& developing emotzanally and mntellectually, and how
he or she does in those first three years of life will help to
determine how a c¢hild doues later in school and in life. That's why'
we need to begin taaching and nurturing cur ah;ldran before they go -

o schoeol. . 0N

We want to sort through our r&saaxch and get it'to
parents and to care givers who work with children. So next week
Hillary and I will bring together researchers, parents and othey
. experts for the White House Conference on garly Childhood Development
and Learning: What Haw Raseaxch on the Brain Tells Us About Our

Youngest Chil&ren.

&
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We will meet for a full day at the White Housze, with

‘satellite hook-ups to more than 60 sites around our nation.  This
conference is an exciting and an snormous andeztakzng. It is. & call
to action to parents, to businesses, to care givers, the media, the
faith compunity and the governrent, each to de their part to enhance.
the earliest years of life. It grows out of our commitment to find
new ways to support parents and to help 'their children reach their
God-glven potential. '

As part of that ccmmltm&nt, I alse want to call today on
the members of Congress to do their part o come to the aid of ocur :
families. They can do that very simply by passzng my expansion of
the Family and Medical ILeave Act.

: . This bill would allow workers up te 24 hours of unpaid
leave each vear to.fulfill certain family obligations. It could

- allow a worker to attend a parent-teacher conference, or take a child
to the pediatrician, or to £ind gquality child care, or to care for an
elderly relative.

*

Families. aaaaszanally re&d these small pleces of time to
hake care of their .own., More than 12 million American workers have
taken leave for reasons covered by the Family and M&dimal Leave ACt
since it became the very first bill T signed inte law in 1993. It
, wag needed then, it's needed now and we need to improve on it. So I
urge the ‘Congress to act soon on this legislation. Don't ask people
to choose avey between beling good workers and gooed parents. We c¢an
help them Lo do both, Paps the expanded Family and Medlcal Leave
A{:’to T R

I think this bill is so 1mpartant fhat today I am asking
all federal departments and agencies to make expanded Family and
Medical Leave available to their workers immediately. Wherever
possible, I want workers to have access rlght now to essential time
off fcr fanily obligations. ..

’ © ¥ am committed to dozxg all we can to $a§part families
as they struggle to deo right by their children. We know that the
very earliest vears will decide whether children grow up to become
healthy and happy people. , That's why we're glving parents time off

"to care for them,. why we should extend the family leave law so

© milliions more parents can have that opportunity and why ve must focus
all ocur science, educatiaﬁ and publi¢ efforts to ng& our children
the very bﬁ&t atark in life. .

-

‘ ’ &1mast a century and 3 half ago, invar Wendell Holmes -
said, "A child's education should-begin at least a hundred years

before he was born.®

What we.do now can benefit generatzena of Americans to
come. We can start with the smallest aommunxty -w the famzzy. And
from there we ¢an rebuild and renew the best in &meriaa by beginning :

with the bhest of hmexma&; sur children
Thanks for llstening.

END

.
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THE PRESIDENT ANID MRS, CLINTON
welcome you on the eccasion of

THE WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON -
EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT AND LEARNING:
WHAT NEW RESEARCH ON THE BRAIN TELLS US

ABOUT OUR YOUNGEST CHILDREN

Thursday, April 17,1997
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. PROGRAM
Openting Remarks
MRS CLINTON

THE PRESIDENT

Maruing Session

DR, DAVID HAMBURG
Carnegie Carporation of New York
MNow York, MNew York

DR, DONALD COHEN
Yale University
New Haven, Commecticut

DR CARLA SHATZ
University of California, Berkeley

DR, PATRICIA KU
Drikversity of Washington
Seattle, Washingfon

DR FZRA DAVIDEON
Chiarles R, Direw University of Medicine and Selence
Los Angeles, Califorra

DR.T. BERRY BRAZELTON
Harvard Medical School
Cambridge, Massachuseits

DR DEBORAR PHILLIS
Institute of Medicine
Washington, DC

1

-

Luncheon in the State Dining Room

.

Afternoo Session
MRS, GORE
" THE VICE PRESIDENT
MRS, CLINTON

DR. GLORIA RODRIGUEZ
Avance Family Support Program
Sam Antonio, Texas

MS, HARRIET MEYER
Cunce oof Prevention
Chicago, linois

A%, SHEILA AMANING
Early Childhood PTA
Charlette, Narth Caroling

MIE MELVIN WEARING
Chief of Police
MNew Haven, Connectiou

ME. ARNOLI LANGBO
The Kellogg Company
Battle Creek, Michigan

MR, ROB REINEE
CastieRock Entertainment
Los Angeles, (alifornia

GOVERNOR ROBERT |, MILLER
Nevada



“This conferstice is an exvifing and an enormons

undertaking, it is a call te action to parents, to bustewses,
to carr givers, the modia, the faith commnnity aud
the goversment, arch ko do their part to _ ) . o . L
" enhance the variiest yaﬁrs oﬁfe.}t gw;zge?;i} :)f our o o “ - o
coammituient to find wew ways to sapport parents ami fo
hely Mreir cldldren reach their God-given polentin” -

President Chnon

“We're excited that so any people will
be able to take part @ Hids coont. We all have o role
o play in making sare parents have the iools they need -
1o do the best fob they can, We belivve

this Conforenee can make g vafuable contrimtion.”
Mrs, dinton



