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A father comforts a crying newborn. A mother plays peekaboo with her ten­

month-old. A teacher reads to a toddler. And in a matter of secands, these children's . ".,..... .,. " . 
growing brnins respond, Brain cells are "turned on/' activated by this particular 

e.xperience. Existing connections -among brain cells are strengthened! and at the 
same time: nc'w connections are formed, adding more definition and complexity to 

the intricate circujtry that will remain in place for the rest of these children's lives. 
, 



\lVe didn't always know it worked this way. Until recently, it was not widely 
believed that the brains of newborns could be so 'Jctive :lml so complex, Nor 
Jid we realize how flexihle the oro!n is. Only 15 year.; ;lgo, neuroscienti!m. 
assumed that by the time b:lbies aft! born, the strucrure of their brains was 
genetically detefmlned, They did not recognize rnat the experiences that fill 
a Dahy's first days, months and years have such a decisive impact on the 
architecture of -;oeir bruins, or on the n:lture and extent of rneir adult 
capifities. lbday;thllnks in'part to decades of rese3rch on bnlin chemistry' C 

and $OpbistlC:lted new techr.ologies, neuroscit;::losts :Ire providing evidence 
fur assertions th:ltwoukl have been'!rreered with,polite'skepocism ren'or:· ,""... ". ,. Until ~e~enrly, it' 
twenty yeaTS ago. 

In JunG 1996, a C\\'o-a.lY conference was convened at me university of 
WQS not widely 

Chicago by the Families and \Notk Institute to discuss new knowledge about 
e<lrly hrain development <lod itS implications for chiidren in the United 
States, Etltitled Bmin Development in Ymmg Children: New Frontiers jor 

beli ....... d that the
ReJeltrch, PaHey .md Practice, the conference affirmed chat the nution as a 

,whole h<ls :I vital stake ill its youngesc c.~ildren 's le-Jrning and he:lh:hy 

developme:1t. The conference brought together professionals from the 


brains of newbornsneurosciences, developmental anu dinical psychoioh'Y, medicine, education, 
buman services; the media, busmess, and public: polk'Y to look at wh:lt we 
b.ow aoout rhe, brain :lnd how that kr.:owJedge (.";10 ami should inform our 
efforts to impmve results for children Jnd their families, The pmceedinhrs could be so active 
;lnd a range of background materials provided by parricipam:s and other 
researchers served ;.ts the hnsis for the conference report, whicn is 
summorized he:-e. and so complex. 

I. Breakthroughs in Neuroscience ­
Why-Now? 


; 

Every field of en:deayor has peak moments of discovery ;lnci oppornmi::y­

when paSt knowf:;!dge converges with llew needs, new insights, and new 

technologies to produce sru'-tning advances. For neuroscience, this is one 


, 	 such moment. Cerminly, the development of new researc:.:n tools has been ;) 
crucial facror. New brain imaging rechnologies have m;.tde it pos:>ible to 

irwestigate-and get a glimpse of-now the brain develops and how it works. 

\ ".Brain research has been stimulated~ in"part, by growing concern about th"e 
srams of children in America-not only their academic ;1chieveme:1r, but abo 
their health, safety, and O'.'erall well-being" Two decades of research [:1 

diverse fields have confirmed the importance of the first few years oflife. 
Given these findi,ngs, alore Amerk:lns are expressing rr::sgivings ohour:he 
effectiveness of investr:lents and education'll reform efforts that begin only 
when children reich the age of five, There is gro'wing consensus, a~ong . 
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decisIOn makers in many fields, that efforts to recast policy anti reconsider 
the ht:st use of public resources must begin with -clearheaded thinking about 
how brains deve:lop. 

II. ;,VVhat. Have We Learned? 
'. ~I I . 

The Iitcl1ltllre and the research presented ;a the June 1996 conference point 
to five'key lessons that have the potential co· reframeTesearch, policy8u1dJ f" 

practice in dive~ fields. 

,. Human development hinges on the inlerplay between 
nature and. nurture . 

"'iuch of our thinking about the brain has been dominated by uld 
assumptions--rh:H the genes we are born with determine how our brains 
develop, and (har: in rum how our brnins develop determines how we interact 
with the world. Recent hrain research disproves these assumptions. 
Neurosciem:istS hl1ve found that throughout the entire process of 
development, beginning even before birth, the brain is affected by 
environmental conditi()nl>, including the kind of nourishment, care, 
surroundings, JJHl stimulaion an individuai receives. Th!; impact of these 
environmental factors on ±e yO'Jng is dram:rt:c :md specific, nne merely 
influtndng the ge:1<:!ral direction of development, hut actually affecting how 
the intric:.lte circ;]irry of ,he !u.:.man brain is "wired." And because every 
intiivili"Jui is exposed to different experiencts, no' t\.... o brains are wired the 
.:;atni.: way. 

The developing brain produces many orne:,;: more neuro:1S (brain cells) and 
more synaptle.:; (connections among brain cells) than it wi;} eve:1r'Jally netd. 
l\<imit of the e:nra Ol.:llrons are shed by the time a baby :$ hon'•. But in no:-mal 
growth and dcndopmenc the number of synapses incre:lSes markedly in L,e 
first four yt!ars~ and the:; h()ld~ steady throughout the firs;: decade of :ik In 
this way, a chilJ's brain becomes s'Jper--dense, with twice as mar1ysyn~pses 
than it will wenn:::dly need. Brain developmt!nt is, then. a process of 
pruning: mos!..! synapses t~at nre formed dod reinforced by virtue of early 
experience tend to become permanent; the synapses that are not used tend to 
be eliF.llnared. In this "''nV, as babies and toddlers gain more experience, 

- positive or 'negU"o\'e: me' brain's wiring becomes more defined. Thh; process 
requires considerable energy; for most of me nrst decuae of life, children's 
brains arc more than twice us active as those of adults. 

New knowledge abl)ut brain function should end the "'n:ltl.lre or nurture" 
debure once and for ull. A great deal of new research le.ads to'.l single 
conclusion: how humun~ develop and learn depends criticaUr and continually 

For most ohhe first 

decade of lire, 

<:hjldren"s brclins 

are mQre than 

twice as active as 

those of odults . 

.. ,. ~ 
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on the interplay bct\\teen nature (un individuol:~ genetic endowmenr) :lnd 
nurture (the.: nmriuoo t surroundings, c~re. stimubuion j and reaching that are 
provided or withheld). The impact of nature and nurrure in shaping human 
developmt:nt should not be measured quantitatively; genetic: and 
environment:ll factors have a more dynamic, qualitative interplay that elnnot 
be reduced to n simple equation, Both ~ln: cruci;}L 

I, " 
r!l. :: 

,< ",2. Early.are "a. decisive and long-lasting effect. on'how'" ,­
people develop and learn, haw they cope with stress, and Neuroscientists are 
.how they~regulate their"own emotion5•.~_..-...-., '-"~ . ~ ~ " " • ' • I • 

Some people n:.lVe long known-:md psychologicnl !'itudies have shown-th:u finding that 0 

"3ahies thrive when they receive warm, responsive early care; now WG an: 
beginning to understand the biological mechanisms that underlie this 

strong, secureknowledge. Recent brain research suggests thac warm and responsive care is. 
not only comf<:>rting for an infant; it plays a virnl role in healthy 
development, 'A'arm and responsive care means meeting babies' oosic needs attachment to a 
for food :lnd s~elter a~ well :.1.$ rl:,sponding to thef:- moods :lnd efforts to 

comnnmicate. Th;; cut:: children receive directly affects the formaton of 
nurturing adu.t canneural pathways. 

In paroCtJlar, individuals' c3pacities to control their own emotional :olines have a protective
a?pear to hinge, to a significant extent, on biological systems Sh;lpcd by their 
early experi(!n~es and attachmentS. There is no single "right" w:;y to create 
this capacity; sensitive CJre can take many forms. But chi1dren wno llre biological function, 
emotionally neglected or abandoned very early in life often have difTicu!ty 
with such brain-mediated fu:1ctions as empathy, attachment, and emotional helping 0 growing
expression, 

NeuroscientistS are F.nding that a strong, secure 3tt:J.chment to :J. nurruring child wlthstand the 
adult can.have a protecrive biological function, helping a growing child 
withstand the ordinary stl'eS$es of daily litt:. Thes~ are the implications of 

ordanory stresses ofstudies that han.: gauged chHdren '$ react.ions to Stress by measuring the levels 
of a steroiJ honnone called cortisol in the:r saliva. Researchers have found 
that adverse or ttaumatic events, whether physical or p::.."ychological, can daily life. 
elevate an indi~'iduaPs corusollevel. Chronically high cortisol ievels can 
make a child vulnerahle :0 processes that lead tD the loss of some neurons 
and, JUSt as irr.por~ntly, :-educt: tht! number ofsynapses in certain parts of 
the brain. And in fact, childre:1 with chronically high cortisol levels have 
been s.hown to experience more delays in cognitive. motor, and social 
de\'elopment th:mother youngsters: But new research shows that'bobi6 who <" ' 

receive wnrm and responsive care in rhe first year of life are !ess likely to 

:espond later to minor srress by producing cortisol than o6er children. And 
when they do reucr to stress by producing cortisol, they can turn off the 
response more quickly anti efficiently. This protective effect appears to last 
throughout chi:dhood and bt!rond, 



3. The human brain ha. a remarkable cap<Jcily to change, but 

timing is crucial. 


There is: manuring evidence of the brain's neuropbsricity. This means tnllt 


the brain has the L'1lpacity to change in important .",rays in response to 

experience, \Ve now nave scientific evidence that the hrain is nor n sracie 

cntit:,'and that an individual's cap:lcitics are :1ot fixed at birth. There are few 

preS'~r limit$,to an individual's learning potenrial:-Thc brain'ltSelf can be' ". 

alrered--or helped to compensate for problem ..-with appropriately timed, 


'inrc!1sive iruervention . .In the first decade of,life, the brain's·abiliry. to change, '"While"leoming 
and compensa~ arc especinlly rem(lrkahle. 

Because the brain has the capacity to change1 parents and orher family continues 

members, friends, child care providers, teachers, doctors, and ot."Jcrs h.wC' 

ample opporrunities to promote and support children's he:llthy growth and 
 throughout the life 
Jevelopmcnr, But timing is criot:ai. \Vhile learr.ing cnncinut!s throughout 

the life Lyde, tttere are optimal periods ofopportunity-"ptime times" 

during which the hr:lin is p:.)rticuiorly efficient ~t" specific types of le:lrning, cyde, there are 

For example. t.";e brain is best ahle to acquire languilge skills during the first 

decade of iife, ~'hen synapse density and metabolic activity in the part of the 


optimal periods of
brain that processes language are very high. In the neurobiological literature, 

these times are called ucritiCill periods." 


opportunity­

4. 	The brain's plasticity also means thQt there are times 

when negative experien4;es or the O'bsence of appropriate IIprime times" 

stimulation are mOTe likely to have serious and sustained 

efkcts. 
 during whi<h the 

New know:edg:: about the vulnerability of the developing brain to 

environmental factors suggests th:lt early exposure to nicotine, alcoho!, and broin is parti<ularly 
drugs (in utero and in the postnatal environment) Tmy 3:1Ve even non; 
harmful and long-lasting effects on young children than was previously 

eff1dont at specificsU$pected. 
, 

A number of studies. indicate that maternal smoking during pregnancy can, types of learning.

in some cases, affect brai!1 development, inhibiting neuron growth. It C'.1rt 


a!so have an impact on the brain's biochemistry anci am alter DNA ':lnci R.;.~A 


sy:1thesis in :he brain. Children exposed to nicotine bt!fore birth appear ';0 be 

at higher risk of devdoprnemul delays or impairments. And in faCt, resean::h 

suggests thaNhe'children of mothers who.smoke durir:g prCb'11ancy,have j'.' ': 


somewh:lt higher rates of neurobehavioral difficulcies, including inattention, 

impulsivity", and hyperactivity. 


To an even grea~er degree than nicotine) exposure to cocaine in mero may 

affect the brain's' biochemistry. Early in gestation, it C:ln disrupt the 

migration of ne~rofl5 up the cortical wall. Later in the prenatal period; 


, 



, 


exposure to cocaine (.:~n interfere with (he pro<lucoon of S}'THlp$es. Many 
chihlren exposed ;:0 coc:.line in utero have been found to have difficulty with 
attention, and appropriate responses to stress. 

After birth, exposure to adverse en\.-1ronment:11 conditions can also h<lve 
harmful effects on brain development. Early experiences of traum<l or 
ongfling abuse; 'wbether in utero or after birth, can inrerfere with 
de\-:~opment of the subcortical and limbic. areas, of ,the brain, resulting in •• 
extreme anxiety, deprcl:ision, andlor the inability to form healthy attachments 
to Others. Adverse experiences througbout childhood can also impair 
COb'11itive <lbil;ties; resulting ~n processing and pr(}lilc"it1-so!ving"styl!!"s thai 
?redispnse <In it:'.dividual to rel:ipond with <lggression or violence to stressful 
or frustrating siatarions. 

A numb;. of researchers have focused their attention on specific 
circumstances that may interfere with warm and responsive care during 
critical periods, including maternal depression. While nor >ill babies of 
depresseJ n:others show negative effects, mllterna! dt:pression can impede 
h~a1thy brain developmcnt, pnrticubrly in the parr of rhe brain assocl:ncd 
with the expression and rC6",li:ltion of emotions, Post-parnur. depression that 
Lm5 only a few months does not appear to h<lve a lasting impact; but bahies 
who are from six to eignteen months old when their mothers suffer from 
depression appear to be at gre3ter risk. \Vhen mothers are treated for or 
recover from depression, their young children's brain activity and their 
beha:...'ior can improve signific3mly. 

N1nny of the risk fuctors descdbed llbove occur :ogethe:1 thereby jeopardizing 
the healthy de';elop!:1en;: of young children. Research iidditionally shows that 
mllny of these r:sk factors are associated with or I!xacerbl1ted by poverty. 
Today, fu:ly a qt;arrer of American children under the :lge of six are gmwing 
up in poverty. Economic deprivation affects their nutrition, 3(..'Cess to :nedicaL 
care, the safety ,;md predictilbility of their ph,'sicat emin:mment, the level of 
family sr:ess, aryd the quality and continuity of their da:'-m-dllY care. 

5. Evidence amassed by neuroscientists and child 
development "xperts over the last decade point to the 
wi.sdom and efficocy 01 prevention and early intervention. 

Study after srud:- shows that well-designed programs created to promote 
healthy cognitive, emotional, and social development can improve the 
prospects-and the 'quality of life-=-6f many 'children; a'nd in some cases c;n 
even ameliorate conditions once thought to be virtually untreatabll:. such as 
llutism Qr mental retardation. 

A number of \\'ide;y~kr,()wn, well-documenteu studies of programs dcsif:,"TIcd 
to help infants and toddlers Ilnd their families, suggeSt tha: weil~conceived. 

,>'" .While not.aU babies 

of depreued 

mothers show 

maternal 

deprenian con 

impede heaJthy 

brain development, 

particujarly in the 

part of tho brain 

associated with the 

expression and 

regulation of 

~ * emotions. 

, 
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\vell-implemented programs can brighten children's furul'es. The 1;:ffic:;.cy of 
t!3rly intervention has been demollstr.:lted and in ~om('! cnse5 replicated i:1 
diverse communities across the n:.nion. Children from families with the least 
formal education appejr to derive the :l:,rre:l.test cognitive benefits from 
interverttiUrl prngroms. ~Vloreover, the impact of early intervention appears 
to ~.Iong-lasti~g, parti<'1llarty when there is follow-up during the 
eleme'ntlrv school vejrs. 
'f'!' .', 

Intensive, developmental care also improves tne prospects of pretenn 
infants~ who c:oine.into the world with bralns that have had tess rimc\to" 

" ,. '!'" ," ­

maUlre in the protected intrauterine environment, and are th('!refore even 
more vulnerable to m('! environment. Traditionally) these haoles have spent 
their first weeks in incubators or isolettes, with bright lights, heeping 
monitors, and little human COnt:lCL Research has shown t.lUlt responsive care 
in a more soothing environment can significantly increase preterm infantS' 
chances for physicnl ami mental heaith. while substantially reducing hospital 
stuys :and costs. 

, 
New insights into the brain's early development :md functioning have 
:lllowed some researcher:; to address n~urological impairments with greater 
precision, For e'.:<amp!e, with the aid of brain :maging (':\!lRl) studies, 
researchers h:;l\'e been aole to study and detect auditory processing problem.~ 
in babies six to nine months otd before language impairment becomes 
evldenr. Once a problem hlls bt:cn pinpointed l spedfie. i!1divid'Jatl-zed 
interventions can be incrudw.:ed at j time when the bfjlns p;;lsticit}' is 
particularly marked. 

III. Where Do We Go From Here? 
In most sphereS of knowleuge, w!1at we don't bow far exceeds what we do 
know. Brain l'est.:lrch is no t:~ccpri()n. Comir.g ye:ns promlsc to yield ncw 
di:;coveries about how the brain develops and how children's capacities grow 
:tr.d mature. NeUl'{)scicntists ;tre likely to shift their attention from ger.eral 
question:; :lixmt how brain circuitry is formed to more specific investigations 
of the functions of specinc rehrlons of the brain-indudir.g how, and how 
much, they are influenced by the environment, 

There appeared :0 be coosidcfjble a!,'Teement among conferees around key 
asserri~ns sUH"!m:lriiC'd 'in this'report, inchiding the imrlOrtJl1Ce of tne ' 
imerpby oet\\'e~n namre and nurture; the extent and rapidity of eady 
development; the brain's remarkable plasticity; the imporrnnce of stror.g, 
secure early attachments; and the efficacy of prevention Jnd early 
intervention. In addition, three key principles of societal response emerged 
in the dis("'USsions: 

The 'effkocy of . 

early intervention 

has been 

• 
in some cose$ 

replicated in 

diverse 

communitie$ across 

the nonon. 
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First do no norm. New insightS into the brain suggest thut ;-he principl~ 
th:at guides m\!dicnl Pr<lctict! should he applied just as rigorou!ily to :l1l 
policies :lnd prllcrices that affect children: first do no harm. That means 
allowing pare:1t!i to fuHill thdr a!1-import:mt role in providing and arranging 
for sensitive, predictahle c:.lre for their children. Any and all poricies or 
practices that prevent parents from forming strong, secure attachments with 
their infan~ in the first months of life neerlurgent ;menrion and refo~m. At 
the same time! parents need more information about how the kind of CUTe 
the/provide affects their children:;: capacities. First do no harm also means 
m~~nting urg~nt, intensive efforts to improvt: the.quality of early cnrc-and" l' 
education. ; 

Prevention Is &est, hut when a 'hil'l'neecls help, intervene 
quickly and intensiveJy~ Knowing that early experience has such a 
strong influ"ence on brain development, parents :T<:.ty worry thllt e'fu'f 
unpleasant' sensation or upsetting- experience will become a neurological 
nightmare. Families may rest assured that in most cases, a bistory uf 
consistent, warm and responsive care cushions children :rom the occasional 
bumps and bruises that are inevitable in everyday life. In most cases, children 
can recover eJen from serious stress or tr:1U~il. And if they are given timely 
and l.ntensive help, nt:lny can Qvercome a wide range of developmental 
problems. To have the greatest impact; interventions must be timely and 
must be followi:d up with appropriate, sus rained services and suppOrt. Mnn; 
detailed knowledge ahout speCific aspects of brain development and 
functioning will allow the tiesib'Tl of interventions tiltH mote closely matcb 
childten's needs. 

Promote the healthy development ond learning of every <hUd 
of every age, every demographic description, and every risk 
categoryw If we miss early opporruniries to promote healtny development 
;md leorning, hrer remediation may be more difficult and expensive, nnd 
may be less effi:ctive given the knowledge and methods that are currently 
nvailable. However, this theme was sounded repca:edly: risk is not destiny. 
Numerous cnscs were cited of individuals who have thrived despire adverse 
C'ondiriorts, The medical, psycholugical. and educational literatures contain 
sufficient examples of people who develop or recover significan~ capacities 
after critical periods have passed to sustain hope for every individual, and co 
support ongoing effortS to enhance the cognitive, emotional, and social 
development-of youth and aoules in eVl;ry phase of the !ife cycle. 

Implications'·for<Policy 'and,' Practice'" .., . 
New insightS i:lto ear!y development confront policy makers antl 
practitioners in :nan~' fields with thorny questions and difficult choices. As 
we move into the next century, our children need and deserve policies th:lt 
reflect the importance of the early years! and t.;at embody the principles that 
emerged fro~ the brain conterence: first do no harm; use prevention, but if a 

I 

families may rest 

assured that in 

most cases, a 

histc>ty of 

consilS-tent, warm 

and responsive 

care cushions 

children from the 

occasional bumps 

cand bruiselS- that 

aTe inevitable in 

everyday life. 
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child needs help, intervene quickly and imen$ively; :md promote the healthy 
development of t::very child. 

In particular, new knowledge :lbour C:lrly development adds weight and 
urgency to the foilowing policy goals: 

, 

Improve health and protection by providing nealth cClre 

cOYel'Qge for new end expectant parents. Neuroscientists 

emph~l:si7.e that the prennraj,perioJ is an,active:pt!riod;of deveJopmenr .•And'yet;:: :\ ..~. ~ 

about one in four pregnant women receives little or no pren:ltal care. The first 

thre!!. yell1':; of life.are,aiso filled with,opportunity rmd risk, but rome three '~'" '" .. A.$ we move into.. ~ 


miUion children in this age span (Ire uninsured or underinsured. 


Promote responsible parenthood by exponding praven 

approoches. All parents can benefit from solid information ami support:as 

theY raise their children; some need more intenske assistance. There is 

research evidence that cerrain parent education/family support programs 


our children needpromote the healthy development of children, improve the well-being of 
parents, and :arb cost-effecii...e. 

. 
Safeguard children in child <are from harm and pramote their and deserve 
learning and development. Researchers have found that the natior.'s 
youngest children are the most likely to he in unsafe, substandard child C;1re. 
More than one third are in situations that can be detrimental to their policies that reflect 
development, while most of the rest arc in settings where miulmallcarning is 
taking place. \Vc can do better. Studies show that it is possible to irr:pTove 
quality, creating settings in which children (''1ln thrive ar:d :<:3rr1. the importance of 

Enable communities to have the flexibility and the resourceS 
they need to mobili:r:e on bellall 01 young children and their 

the early years.families. Efforts are now underway across the nation to mobilize . 
communities on behalf of young children and their f:u71ilies. !viany localities 
are bringing together decision makers to create a ,,1.sion of the kind of 
communiLY they want to be part of, to develop goals and sustainable str.ltegies 
for achieving that vision, to determine how to finance their efforts, and tQ 

make provisions for gauging results:. These efforts need 3nd deserve support 
from national, state, and localle:.Hier~, as well as from it!aders of business, me 
media, community organiZ:luons, and religious tns:i::ucions. 

." .... 
In Sh5JTtl new insights)nto early.brain,development sugge:;t t.~at :lS,Wt;.care for_" ~ '"" 

our youngest,children, as we institu:e policies or practices that affect their day­

ro-day experience, the stakes are very high. But we can r.:;ke comfort in the 


knowledge thar there :Ire many W3YS that we :lS parents, as c:lregivers) as 

citizens) and as policy makers: can raise healthy! happy, smart children, \,Ve can 

raKe bean in the knowledge that there 3re many things that WI! as a nation ca!). 

do, st;Jrcing ~OW, to brighten young children's future :led. OU:-5, 
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RAND 	 Prujed Summary 

I 	 . . 
An ever growing body of scientific Jiterature and plain common sense suppon the imponance 
of early childhood development A caring and supportive environment during these early 
years benefits the individual child, the child's family, irs community, and the larger, );ociety, 
Muny of these benefits accrue over a number of years, are not easily associated with particular 
aspects of developmem, and in some cases, are rather indirect. Hence, they are neither easy to 
measure nor apparent. This makes it especially difficult to measure or estimate the benefits of 
programs that are designed to compensate for deficiencies in family and community support 
for children in these early years. Moreover, in this area there" are only a few programs thar are 
well suited for rigorous empirical evaluation. There are, nonetheless, analytically sound 
methods for assessing (he effects of these programs in those cases where good data are 
avaUable and where assumptions about downstream benefits are well founded. 

RAND is undertaking an analysis designed to provide an objective assessment of concrete. 
financial and other benefits of early childhood interventions. The study will draw on the array 
of analyses that have documented the impact of early childhood intervention.s on 
developmental. economic, and social outcomes. h will synthesize these results in a form that 
is both understandable to a kiy audience and supportable by science. Examples of these 
potential benefits include: 

• 	 For lhe child, improved health, educational attainment, enhanced cognitive growth, 
beha'vloral maturity, avoidance of substance abuse and other antisocial behavior, and in 
adulthood. increased income; 

• 	 For the parent(s), enhanced employment success, greater educational attainment, better 
mentaJ. health. improved marital stability. fertility control, and avoidance of substam,"C 
dcpen.dence and child abuse; 

. 
" 	 For ttie community and socieI)" lncre~sed economic participation by parents and the 

consequent increase in tax receipts, lower welfare costs, increased public safety, 
r'cduc¢ COStS to the justice system, and reduced expenditures on a wide range of public 
programs ~uch as special education, foster care, and child prolective services. 

" 	 . ' 

As part of th~ project. the RANTI team is ·conducting the following tasks: 

• 	 Revie1wing the literature on the imponance of early chiJdhood development and the 
measurement of program effects, 'This review is focusing especially on (a) those 
attributes of development that are amenable to enhancement through policy/program 
interventions; (b) the effects of earty childhood interventions on outcomes early and 
later in life; and (c) [he methods for linking and estimating downstream benefits of 
interventions. . 

I 
• 	 Preparing a matrix of benefits in thelhree categories (child, parent, community and 

society), The matrix indicates the specific nature of the expected benefit. its magnitude 
in economic or other terms, the time stream of the benefit, and the strength of the 
scient.ific evidence supporting roth (he nature of the benefit and its magnitude. ,. 	 . 

• 	 Developing models that enable the estimation and aggregation of aU benefits for each 
candidate developmental intervention where measurement is both feasible and 
empirically supportable. 

• 	 Documenting the principal findings through an annotated briefing that also includes all 
supprn1ing analyses and model output. 

February 1997 
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,From birth, a baby's brain 
'cells proliferate wildly, 
:making'c6nriections that 
.,may shape a lifetime of 
'iexperience. The first three 
years are critical ..'
-", ."': 

J. MADELEtHE HASH' . 

.'. '. 
" 

'. 

ley, "as if they were 
But these neurons-as long, wiry cells 

that cany electrical mess~ges through the oerw 
vous system and the brain arc called-aro not 
transmitting signals in scattershot fashion. That 
'WOuld produce a fe<ttllreless static, the sort of 
noise picked up by a radkl tuned ootween sta­
tions. On the CQTl.trnry. evidence is growing that 
the staccato bursts of electricity that form those 
distinctive rnt-a~tat·ttlts arise from coordinated 
waves of neural activity. and that those pulsing 
waves, like curr-ents shifting sand on the f)C(!,Iln 
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'floor, actually change the shape of the 

brain, carving mental circuits into patterns 
that over time ....ill enable the newborn in­
fant to perceive a father"s voiee, II mother's 
toooh. a shiny mobile twirling over the cnb., 

. Of all the discoveries that have poured 
out of oouroscienctllabs In recent years; the 
finding that the clcctricn1 activity of brnin 
cells changes the physical structure of the 
brain is perhaps t.he mosl breathtaking. For 

'.. the rhythmic firing nf neurons is no longer, assumed to ~; a by~product of building the 
brain but e'>Sl!ntiU:r to the prooess, and it he­1, gins, scientists have established, well before, 
birth. A brain is not a computer. Nature doos 
not oobbleit together, then tum iton. f\'o, the 
brain begins ..."atking long before it is fin­
ished. And the same pnx.-esses that wire the 
-

ven hy a flood oJ senrot)' e"pcrienees~to 
ing, also dri..-e the explosion of learning that 
bruin before birth, neuroscientists are find· 

take this rough blueprint and progressive· 
oc<:urs immediately ufterward, ly refine it. 


At birth nbaby'sbrain contains 100 bilw 
 DUring the first years of life, the brain 
lion neurons, roughly lIS many nerve .:ells undergoes a series of extraordinary 
as there are stars in the Milky Way. Ako in changes. Starting shortly after birth, a 
plaee arc a trillion glial cells, named after baby's brain. in a display of biological exu· 
the Greek word for glue, which form a bemnce, produces tnllions more connec­
kind of horwycomb that protecls and tions between neu.rons thlUl it can possibly 
nourishes the neurons. But while the brain use. Then, through <l process that resem­
contains virtually all the nerve cells it will bies Darwinian competition, the brain 
ever have. thc pattern of wiring between elim!nates connections, Of synapses, that 
them has yet to stabl1ize. Up to this point, are seldom or never used. The excess 
says Shatz, "what the brain has done is lay synapses in a child's brain undergo a ora­
out circuits that are its oost guess about cor.ian pruning. starting around the age of 
what's required for vision, for langu.ge, to or earlier,leaving behjnd a mind whose 
for whatever. ~ And now it is up to neural patterns of emotion and thought are, fur 
activity-no longer spontaneous, hUI dri· I better or wonc, unique. 

..~-'"~-----
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""'-E-P-O-R-T~-~-----------------------

Deprived of a stimuh!:ting environw ; en<!C. They have profoond impUetloons for 
ment. a child's brain suffers. Researchers i parents and policymakers, in an age when 
at BaylorColiegeofMedicine,forexamplc, Imothers and fathers are increasingly 
have found that children woo don't play· pressed for time-and may already be feel­
much or arc rarely touched 'develop brains iog guilty about how many hours they 
20% to 30% smaller than normal for their ' spend away from their children-the re­
age. Laboratory animals provide another suits coming oul of the labs are likely to in­
provocative parallel. Not only d{l yaung crease {'oncerns about leaving very young 
rats reared in toy-strewn cages exhibit children in the care of others. For the data 
more complex behavfur than rats confined underscore the importance of hands-on 
to sterile, uninteresting boxes, researchers parnnting, of finding the time to cuddle a 
at the University of. illinois .at Urbana- baby, talk witllii toddler and provide in­
Champaign have found, but the brains of fanls with stimulating experiences. 
these rats contain as many, as 25% more Tbe new insights have begun t{) infuse 
synapses per neuron. Rich <:xperiences, in nC'h' passion into the political deoote over 
other words, really do produce rich brains. carly education and day care, There is an 

The new insight.. into brrun develop- urgent need. say child-devclopment ex­
ment IU'C more than just interesting sci- pelts, for pW.$chool programs designed to 

TIME, FeBRUARY 3.1991 

boast the brain power of youngsters hom 
into impoverished rural and inner-eity 
households, Withont such programs, they 
\varn, the current drive to curt.u1 welfare 
costs by pushing mothers 'With infants and 
toddlers into the work rofeo may W(J1l back-' 
fire. lhere is Ii time scale to brain devel· 
opment, and the most important yearis the 
first," notes Frank Newman, president of 
the Education Commission -of tJte. States. 
By the age of three, a child who t1 neglect­
ed or abused bean; marks that, if not in­
delible, arc exceedingly difficult (0 erase, 

But the new research offers hope as 
well. Scientists have found that the brain 
during the first years of life is so malleable 
that ver}'youngchildren who suffer strokes 
or ifiJuries that wipe out nn entire hemi~ 
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sphere can still mature into highly func-:. 
tional .adults. Moreover, it is bc«tming 
increasingly dear that .....-etl-designcd pre-­
school progmms can help mnny chndren 
overcome glaring deficits in their homeen~ 
vironment. With appropriate thero.py, say 
researchers, even serious, disorders like 
dyslexia may be treatable, While' 
inherited problems may place 
certain children at greater risk 
than othe~ says Dr, Harry 
Chllgani, a pedmtric neurologist 
lit Wayne State University in De· 
twit, that is no excuse for ignor~ 
ing the environmenfs power to 
remodel the brain. "We may not 

. do much to change what hap.. 
pens before hirth, but we can 
change what: happens after a 
baby is born,: he Gbserves. 

Strong eVidence that activity 
changes the brain began aCCllmuv 

lating in the 1971)5, But only reo 
eently have researchers bOO toots 
powerful enough to revC3l the 
precise mechanisms j by which 
those changes arc brought about 
Neural actiVity triggers a bio­
(!hemieai cascade that reaches aD 
the WI}' to the nucleus'of cells and 
the ooilii of OtiA that encode spe­
cilic genes. In fact, two of the 
gencs affected by nel.lrnJ activity 
in embryoni<! fruit flies, neurobi­
ologist Corey.Coodninn and bis 
colleagues at Berkeley reported 
lnte last year, are identical to 
those that other studies have 
linked to leaming arid memory, 
How thrilling, exclaims' Good· 
mom, how intellectually satisfying 
that the snippets of DNA that em­
bl)'OS uSe to build their bruins.are· 
the very same ones that will later 
allow adwt organisms m process
a'nd store new infomiation. 

r 

As researchers explore the 
once hiddetdinks between brain 
activity and brain structure, !hej' 
are beginning to construct II stur~ 
dy bridge over the chasm that 
previously separated genes from 
the environment Experts now 
agree that a baby does not come 
inm the WQrld as a genetically 
preprogrammeci automaton or a 
b!ank slate al the mercy of the 
environment. but arrives as something 
mueh rome intemsting. For this reS50U the 
debate that engaged countless generations 
of philosophers-whether nature or nur~ 
tum calls the shots-no longer interests 
most scientists, They nre much too busy 
chronicling the myriad "-"a}/$ in which 
genes and the environment interact. "I1's 

52 


. not a competition," says Dr. Stanley 
Greenspan, a psychiatrist nt George Wash­
ington University. "U's it dance. ~ 

11IE IMPOI!JAIICE OF GENES 
THA'I' DANca llt:GJNS AT MommnlBl111IlD 
weekofgestation. wheJ! It thin layer o~cells 

in the developing embryo performs ull. 
origamj·likc trick, foldiog inward to give 
rise to a Buid-fUled cylinrl<:r known as the 
neurnl tube, As cells in the neural tube 
proliferate at the astonishing rale of 
250,000 a minute, the brain and spinal 
cord assemble Ulcmsclves in a series of 
tigh!ly<:hort-"Ographed steps. Nature is the 

TtME, FF.!lRUARY 3, 1m 
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dominant partner during this phase of de­
velopment, hut nurlure plays a vital sup" 
portive role. C!utnges in the environmentof 
Ule womb-whether caused by maternal 
malnutritkm, drug abuse or a viral infec­
tion-call wreck the clockw<:lrkprecision of 
the neural ass~mhly IiIlC, Some fOnTIS of 

epilepsy, mental retardation. 
autism and schiwpbrenia appear 

. to he the results Q( developmen_ 
tal processes go~lC awry, 

. But whAt awes sdentists who 
study the brain, what sUn stuns 
them. is not that fuings occaslon­
ally go wrong in the developing 
brain but that so mlli"lh of the 
time they go right. This is all the 
mom remarkable, says Betke­
le;lsSnatz,.as the central nervous 
system of un embryo is not Ii 
miniature of the adult system but 
mOre like a tadpole that gives rise 
to It frog. Among other things,the 
cells produced in the neural tube 
must migrate to distant locations 
nnd accurately lay down the con­
nections that link one part of the 
brain 10 another. In addition, the 
embtynule brain must coostruct 
a variety oftempontry structures, 
including the neural tube, that 
will, like a tadpole's tail, eveotu~ 
ally disappear. 

What biochemical magic un­
derlies this incredible metamor· 
phoslsP The instructions pro-' 
grammed iofo the genes, Qf 
C()Uf5C, Scie;ttists have recently' 
discovered, for iru.1a.nce, that a "., 
gene nicknamed "sonic hedge~ 
hog" (after the popular video 
game Sonl<: the Hedgehog) de­
tennille! the fate of neurons in 
the spinal. cord and the bruin. 
Like Il.strong scent carried by the 
wind, the protein encoded by the 
hedgehog geoe (so called be~ 
cause in its absence, fruit-fly em~ 
bryn!> sprout a coat of prickles) 

,.diffuses outward f!"Om the cells 
that produce it, becoming fainter 
and fainter. Columbia University 
neurobiologist Thomas Jcsse!l 
has (ound that it takes middling 
-concentrations of this potent 
morphing factor 10 produce a 
motor neuron and lower concen­

trations to make an interneuron (a cell that 
relays signals toothcr neurons, instead of!o 
muscle fibers, as motor neurons do;. 

Scientists arc also beginning to iclenti· 
fy some of the genes that guide neurons in 
their long migrations. (;{)l',>ider the prob. 
tem faced by neurons: destined to become 
part of the eercbral cortex. Because the;' 

i 
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like structure over whi<:h the 

axon of one neUfon beams I\. sig~ , 

nal to the dendrites of another. 

Before thiS can happen, llXOns 

and dcndritC$ must almost 

touch. And while the short, 

bushy dendrites don't have to 

travel very far, axons-the heavy­

duty cables af the nervous sys­

tem-must traverse distances 

that are the microscopic equiva­

lent of mlles, 


What guides an axon on it!; 

incredible voyage is a ~growth 

cone." a creepy. crawly. "prom 

that looks something· like an 

amoeoo, Scientists have known 

about growth cones since the 

tum of the century. v,'hat theY 

didn't know until recently was 

that growth cones come 

equipped with the moiocular. 

equivalent of sonar and radar, 

Just as instruments in a IlllPma­

rine or'airplane scan the envi­

ronment for signal", so mo1e­

~ 	 eules arrayed on the surface of 
growth CODes $Carch thcir sur· 
roundings for the presence of 
ctlrtain proteins, Some of these 
proteins, it turns out, are aUraC­
tants that pull tl;e'growth cones 
toward them, while others are 
repellents that push them away, 

THE f1RSr SfIRH1NGS 
UP TO THIS p(jlt.'T, Ot:NES HAVE CON­
trolled the unfolding of the brain. As soon 
as lUons make their lim connections, how­
ever. the nerves begin to fire, and ,what 
they do starts to matter more and more. In 

E P 0 R T 

arise relatively late in the development of essence, say scientists, the dm'€<loping ner­ specify mate than a tiny fnlction of the 
the mammalian brain, billions of these vous system has strung the equivalent of connections required by a fully functioning 
celts must push lUlU shove their way brain.telephone trunk'lines between the right 
through dense colonies established byear­ neighborhoods in the right cities. Now it In adult mammals, for example, the 
lier migrants:. "It's as if the entire popula­
 hns to sort out which wires belong to which 
 axons that connect the brain's visual sys­

tiOn of the Bast Coast decided t;) move en house, a problem that cannot be solved by tem arrange themselves in striking layers 
masse to the West Coost," mlUVels Yale genes runne for re.aso1t$ that boil down to and columns that rel10ct the division be· 
University neuroocientist Dr. tween the left eye and the right. 
Pnsko Ralde, and marched 
 But these axons start out as 

through Cleveland, Chicago and 
 scrambled as a bowl of spaghetti, 

Denver to get there. . acoording to Michael StrYker, 

chainnan of the physiology de~Bu~ of all the problems the 
growing nervous system must partment at the University of 

California at San Fran!:lis:co.solve, the most daunting is posed 
by the wiring itself, After birth, What sorts nut the mess, scien­

tists have established, ill neuralwhen the number of connections 
explodes, each of the benin's bil­ activity. In a seri~ of e>:peri" 
lions ofneurons will forge links to 
 menU vie\\'ed as classics by sci­

thousands of others, First they 
 entists in the field. Berkeley's 

must spin out Ii web of wirelike Shatz cbemically blocked neural 
fibers known as axons (which 
 activity in embryonic cats, The 

transmit signals) and dendrites result? The axnns that connect 
(which reecivethem), The objec~ 
 neurons in the retina of the eye to 

live is to form &synapse. the gap­
 th(; brain never fanned the left: 


simple arithmetic, Eventually, Berkeley's 
Goodman estimates, a human bram must 
forge quadrillions· of conneetions, But 
there are only 100,000 genes in human 
DNA. Even though half these genes-some 
50.()00~appear ro be dedicated to roo­
slrocting and mBintaining the nervous sys~ 
tern, be observes, that's not enough to 

TIME, fEtlRUAI1.'t' 3, 1997 

eye-right eye geometry needed 
to support vision, 

But nn recent finding has in· 
trigued researchel1 more than 
the results reported in October 
by Corey Goodman and his 
Berkeley colleagues. [n lltudying: 
a ,deceptively simple problem­ ,how IIXOns from motor mrurons , I 
in the flys central nerve oord es­

. tablish connections with 12'iU$de' I
cells in its limbs-the &l;keley 
researchers made an nn~' ; , 
d""-'Y,They knewth....,...· I 
gene that keeps bundles ofa!Ifn\$ , 

,together as they race w\\rard 
their muscle<ell, targets, What 
they discovered v.'3S that the . , 

! 

neurons inhibited this gene, dra" . 
matically increasing the numbcu:: 
of connections' the axons made. 
Even more intriguing, the signals' 
amplified the activity of n second 
gene-a gene called CI\EI'I: 

The discovery of the CREB 
amplifier, mote than any other, 
links the developmental process­
esthat occur before birth to those 
that conttnue long after, For the 
twin processes: of memory· and 
learning in adult an!mtt1s,. CoM 
lumbia University neurophYSIOl­

ogist Eric Kande.! has shown, rely on the 
CREB molecule. When Kande! blocked the 
activity of CREB in giant snails, their brains 
changed in ways that suggested that they 
could stillleam but could remember what 
they learned for only a short period of time, 
Without CREB, it seems, snails-and by ex­
tension, more developed animals like hu~ 

electrical activity produced by" 
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mnns~ form no long-term memories. 
And without long-term memories, it is 
hard to imagine that infant brains could 
ever master more than rudimentary skills. 
"Nurture is important," says KAndeL "But 
nurture works through nature." . 

EXPERIENCE KICKS IN 
WUf:N A SAnY is {lOin., ITCAK SI\E 

and hear and smell and respond 
to' touch. but onty dimly. The 
brain stern, a primitive region 
thut controls vital funct:icns like 
heartbeat and '6reatbing, has 
completed its wiring. Elsewhere 
the connections between neu­
rons are wispy and weak, But 
over the first few months of Ufe, 
the brain's higher centers ex­
plode withnew synapses, And as 
dcndritesfand axons swell ....ith 
buds and-branches like trees in 
spring, metabolism soars. By the 
age of two, a (!hild's brain con­
tains twice WI many synapses and 
CQusumcs t<.>.icc as much energy 
as the brain of II. normal adulL 

University or Chicago pedi­
atric neurologist Dr. Peter Hut­
tenlocher has chronicled this 
extraordinary ePoch in brain dc<> 
velopment by 'autopsying the 
brruns of infants and young: chil­
dren who have died unexpected~ 
I" The number of synapses in 
one layer of the visual cortex, 
Hutten10cher reports. rises from 
around 2.500 per neuron at birth 
to as many as 18,000 about six 
months later. Other regions of 
the cortex score similarly spec• 
taeular ine:reru;es but on slightly. 
different schedules. And while 
these microscopic connections' 
beh\."(,len ncrve'fibers continu .. to 
furm throughout Ufe, they reach 
their highest avcrage densities 
(15,000 S}"napScs per neuron) at 
around'too age of two and re­
main at that level until the age of 
10 or U. 

This profusion of oonnec­
tions lends I:hri growing brain ex~ 
ceptional tJe-xibility and ~ 
silience. Consider the case of 
t3-ycur-old Brandi Binder, who 
devclop...~ such severe epilepsy 
that surgeons at veLA had to remove the 
entire: right side ofher cortex when she was 
six, Binder lost virtually all the control she 
had estab~ished over muscles on the left 
side of her body, the side controlled by the 
rightsidcoftbe brain. Yet today,aficryears 
of therapy ran!,'ing from leg lifts to math 
and musir: drills, Binder IS an A student at 

the Holmes Middle Sclwot in Colorado 
Springs, Colorado. She loves music, math 
and art-sh1ls usually associated with the 
right half of the bmin. And while Binder's 
rc<:upcration is nOllOO%-forexrunple,she 
has never regained the useofhcr left arm­
it <:cmes clore, Says UCL\ pediatric neurol~ 
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by, tiny bums of electricity shoot through 
the brain. knitting neurons into cirouits as 
well defined as those etched cnto sUicon 
chips. The results are those hehavioml 
mileposts that never cease to delight and 
awe parents. Around the age of two 
months. for exnmple, the motOT"COnttol 

centers of the bruin develop tc 
tful. point that infants- can sud· 
dcnly reach out and grab a neur~ 
byobject Around the age of four 
months, the cort.:!). begins to re­
fine the connections needed for 
depth perception.and binocular 
vision. And around the age of 12 
months, the speeeh centers or 
the brllin are: poiscd to produce 
what is perhaps the most magi· 
cal moment of childhood: the 
first word that marks the flowe~ 
ing of Illnguage. 

When the brain does not reo 
ceive the right information-or 
shuts it out-the result can-be 
deva5-1.ating. Some children who 
display eMly signs of autism. for 
example, retrcat from the ,,"mId 
because they are h71'letsensitive 
to sensory stimulation, others 
because their senses am under­
actiw and provide them with too 
little information. Tu be effeC"­
tive. then, says George Wash· 
ington University's Greenspan, 
treatment must target the under~ 
lying condition, protectJng some 
children from disOrienting noise;; 
and lights. pro\idfng othel'S with 
attention-grabbing stimulation. 
But when parents and therapistS· . 
collaborate in en intemivc effort 
to reach these abnormal brruns, 
writes Greenspan in a new book,· 
The Growth of the Mind (Addi­
son-Wesley, 1991), throo-year­
oIds who begin the descent into 
the autistic's limited univcl'SC 
can sometimes be snatched back. 

Indeed. parents are the 
brain's first and most important 
tCtlchers. Among ether things, 
they appear to help babies lcam 
by adopting the rh;.-'thmic, high­
pitched speaking ~e known as 
PnrenteS(l, Wben speaking to ba­
bies, Stanford University psy­
cholugist Anne Fernald bas 

~ Dr. Donald Shields: "Iithere's a way: found, mothCfSandfuthcrafrom many cul­
to compensate. the dcvclt>ping brain wHi 
find it'" 

What wires a child's bruin, say neuro­
scientists-or rewires it after phYSical trau­
rna-is repeated experience. Each time a 
baby tries to touch a tantaJizing object or 
gazcis intently at a face or listcos to a lulla-

I tures change their speeeh p:ltlems in the 
same peeuliar ways. "'They put their faces 
very dose to the child,~ she reports. 'They 
ureshorterutteranoos,and they speak in an 
unusually melodious fashion." The heart 
rate of mfants increases while listening to 

, Parentcse,. even Parentesc deliycred in a 

---~----------------. 

54 TIM!\. YY.JlllVAHY 3, 1\l97 



IEPORT 

fureign language. Moreover, Fernald sa}'X, 
Parentese appears to hasten the process of 
connecting words to the objects thq de­
note. Twelve-moolh-olds,directed tQ ulook 
at the hall'" in Parentese. direct their e}'eS 
to the correct picture more frequently than 
when the instruction is delivered in normal 
Englmh. 

In some ways the exaggernt­

ed, V(lwe!·rich sounds of tWw 


entese appear to resemble the 

choice morsels fed to hatchlings 

by adult birds. The University of 

Washington's Patricia Kuhl and 

her colleagues have conditioned 

dozens of newborns to tum their 

heads when they detect the ec 

sound emitted hy American par­

ents. \IS,. the eu favored by doting 

Swedes..Very young babies, says 

KuhI. ~nvariably ~ive slight 

variations in pronunciation us to­

tally different sounds. But by the 

age of six roonths, American ba­

bies no longer react wher. triey 

hear variants of ee, and SWGdish 

babies have become impervious 

to differences in cu. "It's .1lS 

though their brains have fanned 

little magnets," says Kuhl. "and 

all the sounds in the vicinity are 

swept in.~ 


TUNW TO DANGm 
EVEN MORE FUNDAMENTAL, SAYS 

Or. Bruce Perry of Baylor Col­
lege of Medicine in Houst-on, is 
the role parents play in 5etting'up 

< the neural circuitry that help~ 


children regulate their responSes 

to stress. Children who are phys­

ically abused early in life, he oh· 

serves, develop brains that ire 

exquisitely tuned to danger. At 

the slightest threat their hearts 

race, theirstress hormones surge 

and their braiJl$ anxiously track 
the nonverbal cues that might 
signal the next attack. Because 
the bmin develnps in sequence, 
with JnQre primitive structures 
stabilizing their connections 
first, early abuse is particularly 
damaging. Says Pen;. "Expcri~ 
enre is the ehief architect of the 
brain," And because these e4rly 
experiences of stress form a kind 
of template li1tlUnd which l{l:tef bratn de· 
veJopment is organized. Ihe changes they 
create are all the more pervasive, . 

EnwOOnaIdeprivation. early in life has a 
similar effect. For six years University Qf 
Wasmngton psychologist Geraldine Daw~ 
son and her colleagues have f)1.<tnltoroQ the 
brain-wave patterns of children hom t<t 

mothers who were diagnosed as suffering 
from depressio~ As infants, these children 
sho"",od JIlarkedly reduced activity in the 
left frontal lobe. an area of the bmin that 
serves as a center for joy and other light~ 
hearted emotions~ Even more telling, the 
patterns of bmin activity displayed by these 

children closely tracked the ups and downs 
of their mOlher's depression, At the age of 
three, children whose mothers were more 
s~ely depressed or whme depression 
lasted longer continued 10 show abnormal· 
Iy row rendings, 

Strikingly, not all the children born to 
depressed f)1.others: develop these aberrant 
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brain-Yr1lYC patternS. 03\\;;00 has found. 
'Nhat at'COOnts ror the difference appears to 
be the emohonn1 tone of the exclunges be­
lween mother and child. By scrutinizing 
hours of videotape that show depressed 
roothers interacting with their babies, 
Dt!wson his attempted to identify the links 

beh\'C£0 maternal behavior and 
children's brains. She found that 
mothers who were disengaged, 
irritaNe or impatient had babies 
with sad brains, But depressed 
mothers who mwtaged to rise 
above their melancholy, Javishing 
their babies ....ith attention and 
indulging in playful games, had 
chlldren with brain activitY of a 
considerably more cheerful cast. 

v.'hen is it too late to repair 
the damage wrought hy phy$ioal 
and emotional abuse or neglect? 
for a time, nt least, a ehild's brain 
is extremely iorgiving. Ifa mother 
Snap5 out of her depressi<m 00­
fore her child is a year old, Daw~ 
son hasfound, bmin activityin the 
left frontal lobe quickly picks up. 
However, the ability to rebound 
declines markedly as a child 
grows older. Many Scientists be­
lieve that in the first few years of 
childhood there are a number of 
'critical or sensitive periods, or 
"y,.indows," when the brain de­
mands certain types of input in 
order to create or stabilize certain 
'loIlg~lasting structures. 

For example, children who 
are born v.ith a cataract will 00­
eome permancnlly blind in that 
eye if the <:Iouded (ens is not 
promptly removed. Why? The 
brain's visual centers require 
sensory stimulus-in this ca56 the 
stimulus provided by light hit~ 
ting the retina of the eye-to 
maintain their still tentative con­
nections, More oontro'l.'eTSially. 
many linguists beliave that lan­
guage skills unfold according to 
a strict, bioIDgically defined 
timetable. Children, in their 
view, resemble certain species of 
birds that cannot master their 
song unless lhey hear it sung alan 
early age. In zebra finches the 
window fur acquiring the appro­

priate song opens 25 to 30 days after hatch­
ing and shuts some 50 days later. 

WINDOWS OF OPPORllINnY 
WITH A f"£'A' EXCEPrIONS, THE WINDOWS OF 

opportunity in the human brain do not 
close quite so nhruptly. There appears to be 
!l series of windows for developing Ian· 
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guag(), The window for ncquiring syntax 
may close as early as nve Of .lib: years ofage, 
while the window fur adding new Words 
mny never cWse. The aMity to learn Ii $(le­
cnd language is highest ootWL'Cn birth and 
the age of six, then undergoes asteady and 
inexorable decline, Many adults still man­
age to learn new languages, but usuallyonly 
after great struggle, , ' 

The brain'sgreatest growth spurt, neu­
roscicntirts have now oonnoned, draws to 
a close armtnd the ag., of 10, when the bal­
ance between synapse creation and atro­
phy nbruptly shifts"Over the next several 
years, the brain wm ruthlessly destroy its 
weakest synapse>, preserving only those 
that have boon magically tumsfonnoo by 
experience. This magic, once again, seems 
to be encoded in the gend, The ephemer­
al bursts of electricity that travel through 
the brnin, creating everything from visual 
images and pleasurable rensations to dark 
dreams and Wild thooghts, ensure the sur· 
vival of synapses by stimulating genes that 
promote the u,lease of powerful growth 
factors and suppressing genes that encode 
fOf synapse~destroying ent;ymcs. 

By the end of adolcsceo(.'C, around the 
age oilS, tile bmin hasdeclincd in plastieit), 
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hut increased in power, Talents and latent 
tendencies that have been nurtured are 
ready to blossom. The experiences that 
drive neural acti'>ity, sa)"l Yale's Rakic, are 
lilro a sculptor's chisel or Ii dressmaker's 
shears, conjuring up rorm from a lump of 
stooe ()T a length of cloth. The presence of 
extra material expands the range of possi­
bilities, but cutting away the ext:raneous is 
what makes art. "It is the overproduction of 
synaptic connectionS follov..'ed by their loss 
that leads Ii) paUems in the brain," says 
neurosdentist William Greenough of the 
University of Illinois nt V"rbana..cb.a.mpaign. 
Potential for greatness may be encoded in 

. 11m genes, but whether that potentlal15 re­
alized as a gift fur mathematics. say, or 11 
brilliant criminal mind dcpendson patterns 
etched by experience in those critical e<rrly 
",.". 

Psychitt!rists and educators have long 
recognized the value of early experience, 
But thcirobservatiuns have until now been 
largely anecdotal. What's 50 exciting. SIIYS 
Matthew Melmed, executive direetor of 
Zero to Three, a nonprofit organization de· 
\'iJtI..>rl to highlighting the importance ofthe 
firsllhrcc YCilfS ofJife, is that modern neu­
roscientx: is providing the hard, quantifi­
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able evidence ·that was missing cArlier. 

MBecause you can soc the results under a 

microscope -or in II. PET seM:' 00 observes, 

"it's be<!ome that much more convincing." 


What lesSQl)s Can ~ dmwn from the 
new findings? Among other things, it is 
clear that foreign lan,gu~ges should be 
taught in demeaWy sehOOl, ii'rwt 'belPre. ~ 
11ta! remedial education may be more ef· :;­
fective 111 the age mthree (lr four than at ~' 
nine or lO. That good, affordable daycare is, i· 
nol a IUX\1ry Qf a fringe henefit for welfare 
mothers and working purents hut essential 

; brain food for the next generation, For 
while new synapses continue to form 
thmughoutlife, and even adullscontinually 
refurbisb their minds lhrough reading and 
learning, nuver again wtll tbe bmin be able 
to master new skills sn readily or rebound 
from setbacks so easily. 

Rat-a-tIlH::at. RaHHat-lat Rat~aAat­

taL Just last week. in the U"S. alone, rome 
77,000 newborns began the miraculous 
process of wiring their hralns for a lifetime 
of learning" If pamnts and pollcymakers 
don't pay attentlrm to the conditions under 
which this deUcate proCC&~ takes p4ice, we 

: will all suffer the consequcnces-startlng 
: around the )'CiU 2010. • 
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stimuli, as tne scientists 
,?em,.m~' a bab)' receives. U depends 

baby sees, heaTS and touches 
education (the most important detenni~ 
nant of a child's intelligence) has risen. Bul 
lout of every 10 chi~dren three years old 
and younger Ih'CS in "extreme poverty"-al 
or below $0% of Ibe federal poverty lavet 
And the well.being of many others is 
threatened by such social changes as the 
rise of single-parent households, the un· 
even quality of day care, the decline of 
cot!)muniti{!~ and, ~oml.l W(luld arguc, 
the?USh :0 reform the welfare system. 

Socia! polley cannot ameliorate all 
these conditlons. A change in attitude 
toward ptlHmhng and marriage would 

do children far more good than any gov­
ernment proghtm. Over the past few 
yelll'S, howcver, tlum: !Jas been a move:­

ment in \Vushington and the state cap­

yonngest children. Hillary Clinton has 
begun to speak out on the impor~ 
lance ofa child's earltest yean, and 
several Governors have forcefully 
taken up the ISsue, The size of 
thc programs in p!ace is quite 
modest But to their advocates 
they hold out premise not only 
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By JAM£S COLLINS 

how ehe latest 
to the care 
thaI is the 

Yes, proper brain 
a matter of genet­

and whether a 
or smokes, but it also 

Ilnd on the emotiQf\$ he or she re~atedly 
experiences. l3ut if environment matters, 
we llJ'e faeed with Ii question: At a time 
when children suffer from perhaps the 
gravest social problems of any group in the 
US" how do we ensure that they grow up 
in tne best environment possible? 

In many ways, children are better off 
today than lhey were in previous decades. 
They llIe healthier, their families have a 
higher income, the level of their mother's 

ltals to address the problems of ehiIdrcn, 
from newborn to the age of three. Now 
nenmscientists. by confirming much of 
what social scientists had .alreadysurmised 
about early development. are giving that 
movement added momentum. 

The !Ci::ent concern about infants and 
toddlers has been inspired in part by Starl­
ing Points, a landmark report published by 
the Carnegie Corporation in 1994, which 
identified a "quiet crisis" if) the livcsoftbe 
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of helping children fulfi!! their .po't.n"'t 
but nlsQ of saving society 

incurroo when in!dlectually i~i::~~~J~~~ 
impaired children grow, up to be 
tuallyand wcialJy imp<lired adults. 

Government policy in any number 
llreas-health eare, taxes, the economy, 
crime-touches children, But tilt! initiative 
that wiil have the mO.~t particular and pow­
erful effect on them is welfare reform. If. liS 

some predict, the incomes of poor mothers 
are drastically reduced as a result of the 

new system, children will he hllfmed, 
Hut let's"ussumc that the reforms 

'hurk as intended and mothers ,, get jobs that pay them more 

than paupcr$' wages. VI.'hat ef­

fect mny the changes 


" , 

" 
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as to increase the likelihood of good ool~ ! toward the importance of interventions ear­
comes for children" 11lls is true regardless 
of welfare refornl, of course, Bad day-care 
can harm the development of any child. 
Research has shov.'D that children benefit 
viben caregivers are trained and the ratio 

I. 	 of staff to children is high. Several stares 
license centers a~ordingly, requiring a 
minimum arnoUilt of training and setting 
ratios fur different age groups. Welfare 
mothers themselves Are not necessarily the 
best caregivers, and it is posSIble that in 
rome instances welfare ref(!Tln will actunl~ 
ly improve the ~e of children. But high-
quality care is experu;ire. and states do not 
have adequate budgets to subsidize it 

The Federal Government and the states 
do ha..'C progrnms specificallyaimed at help­
ing the development ofinfants &nd toddlers, 
although as social policy they are nowhere 
ncar as sweeping as an overhaul ill"'"elfare, 
The mo~1 notable federal initiative is Early 
H~Start.which was created in 1994 when 
Congress reauthorized funding for Head 
Start, the 32-year-old program that brings 
three-, four- and five- year-olds into class­
room settings in~ part to prepare there for 
school. Mary 10 Bane was worldng at the 
time at the Department of Health and Hu­
man Stm,"ires (she quit overwelfare reform}, 
and she led a task fume oharged with finding: 
ways to imprcve Head Start, Chlld-clevciop­
ment exports, she says, "pointed the group 
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lier than age fout','" 
in 1996, the budget for Early HeadStart 

was$146millioll,andHHSawardedgrantsto 
l43 sites. The money is used to providea va­
riet}' of services to poor families with chi!­
men uuder the age of four and topoorpreg­
nant women. How the funds are !lpCot is 
determined to some extent by the commu­
nitiesthatrecciwthem.Somecommunities 
are experimenting: with family intetventions 
that include gntMparents; othens are trying 
to address the special health needs of new­
bomsorto provide extra help to teen pmmts~ 
with a histo!}< ofdrug abuse. -

SMARr SIJUIT, HfAlJIIY SIJUIT 
NOR'll) CAROUNA HAS INSITfUTED A FLEXI­
ble program called Smart Start Under it. 
parents, teadlets. dndors and nurses, 
child-care providers, ministers and busi­
nesspeople form partnerships at the 
county level that set goals for the educa­
tion and health care ofchildren under six. 
These partnerships then administer prl~ 
vate and public funds as they see fit. In 
one county, fur example, administrators 
chose to give subsidies to new parents so 
that mothers could stay borne from work 
during a baby's first year. More than half 
of North Carolina's 100 counties are par­
ticipating in the program, at a cost to the 

. state of $68 million. 
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Governor James Hunt hopes that by 
adding hard science ro his aiguments, he 
will st1engthen his position when battling 
for increases in Smart Start funding, ""Ibis 
is revolutionary information," he says of 
studies de!!Wnstrating the rensitivity 00}8.­
bies' bmins in ilic first years o-f life. "~ow, 
that '*'e can measure it a.nd prove it, &l1d if 
it can he made known widely so peopJe un~ 
dersland this, then iliey'll understand why 
their schools lU"en't going to workfor them, 
their technical training isn't going to WQrk, 
other things we do later on aren't going to 
work fully unless we do this part right and 
do this At the appropriate time,~ 

Some states have found that a very sim· 
We bUI powerful way to help parents is sim­
ply to coordinate the various services that 
they already offer, In West VIrginia, fur ex­
ample, single sites that provide more than a 
dozen seMc6S have been established in sev­
en communities. "ParenIJi typically get a 
runaround and may only get a kmg lli (If 
phone numbers," says Kimberly Veraas, 
chairwoman of the state's Early Childhood 
Implementation Commission. "lfthey're re­
allyrn.otivated, they can get information. But 
now we're rolling out the red carpet to par­
ents, n..ey only have to tell their story once." 

As developmental experts often point 
out, child rearing is not an innate slcill, and 
several states are trying to help educate 
parents about parenting. Home mits by 
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social workers or, nurses are among the 
most promising methods. In Oregon such 
visits occur under Ii program called 
Healthy Start. Sandm Dnus. 22, • single 
motl;er of an 18·month-old girL recalls: the 
help she received from Mellissa Magill, 
"Sneencourngoo me to read books. • lot of 
books,~ says Daus. "I thought when Sydney 
got older, maybe two or throo, we'd start 
reading, Mellissa said PD, start reading to 
hoc now. Sydney was a month old." 

in Vermont sOmeone from the state's 
Success by Six prOgram first ..isits a home 
within two weeks of It babys birth, "That 
gets us in the door at age zero instead of 
age five, so v.'C (lan assess what families 
need," (;()vetnor Howard Dean points out 
Visits may continue for up to three years, 
..It is: so inexpensive," says Dean, "'to take 
care ofchildren relative to the other things 
we do, su~h as build jails and put up ex­
pensive social·skrvice netwoM fur run~ 
away youth," £ , 

'With the new scientific evidence to 
bolster it, the logie fur spending money on 
early-childhood' devclopment programs 
may seem incontrovertible, But not every­
one is convinood,'Thequestion ofwhatap­
prooches have worked A;ld wiD work has 
not been resolved, Research suppom the 
long-term benefits of uhler programs that 
are used as models today, but those studies 
are criticized because they look at very 
Small samples of childr.en who were given 
special attention and care. 

"We have seen over and over und over 
that even if you can produce good results 
with small programs, when you expand to a 
national Ieve~ the effect often disappears,~ 
says Ronald Huskins, a top Republican staff 
member of the House Ways: and Means 
Committee, "That is the ease with Head 
Stru1. We ~ti1l 00 not have evidence that 
Head Start produces anylong-tetm effects." 

socili! science. however, is an imper­
fect discipline. Referring to programs for 
young children, Isabel Sawhill, It scholar at 
the Uruan lnstitute and former official in 
the Clinton AdministratiOn. hIlS written, 
"The evidence is always mixed. We simply 
do not know whether they work, In these 
cases, (jne must weigh the risk of doing 
something and ha\ing it not work against 
the risk or doing nothing and missing an 
opportunity to improve lives, It can be just 
IlS costly to oot fund a pot.entia1iy success­
ful program Il$lt is tafunda pott;lntially un­
successful one." 

II 

High! now, the total public expendi­
tun.: on early-childhood development isI

, I tiny, Ciyen the potential rewards. hGW 
riskyisaruggerinvestment? -~., 
Ann~IW~Wendy~, RIta /fftty/l'.lennr, Meiiua Lm:ffIuffCambrldil. 

i and I.M H. TiYfIM/lbloi;h", 

HOLLYWO 
GOES GAGA 
WhoOpi, Robin, Rob and friends 
have found a new cause 

C
ELE8RITU>S WflO l"!JJU,ICLY RMBRAC~ 
worthy causes sometimes seem to 
be auditioning less for &mse and 
Sensibility than for CiueI&s. Stars 
have dangled from. bridges to 

protest logging practiCes, hawked clothes 
made ill sweatshops while promo<ing 
moral values and stugged pesky photogra­
phers even as they were begging for kind­
ness to animals. A recent surge of show-biz: 
interest in children, however, seems to be 
as wen aimed as'it is high profile. More 
than half ado:t(jo organimtions founded or 
funded by H{}l1ywood celebrities are zero­
ing in on kids' issues. And early childhood 
development is one of their top C(Incems, 

In April, Mle-TV will air 9. prime-time 
special on brain d"",elopment, directed 
by Rob Reiner and featuring such A-list 
"tars as Tom Hanks and Robin Williams_ 
It's the opening shot of an elaborate mul­
timedia blitz that L~ coordinated by Fam­
ilies and Work Institute, based in New 
York City, and indudes public-service;m­
nouncements, magazine specials, home 
videos, online rites· and cn-nOMS, ~I 
C(Iuldn't create a big, f-ederally funde<! 
program," says Reiner. "But I certainly 
can put on a show to raise awareness 
abont how the first three years critically 

i impact the way it chlld 
Slaterdealswithsoclety." 
Ii: Reiner says he be·I came interested in baby 
~ brain activity three years 
.. agoduringhisownanruy·! sis, Now he is taking his 
l: 	case diroct1y to the top. 

He b!tS been orging 
President ClintDn to host 
a Wll,$hington summit on 
the subject, and last 
month sat beside H iilnry 
Clintonata White House 
arts·av,.1Ud dinner. The 
next day she gnve a 
speech that inclUded It 
long section on earty· 
chlldhood !earning. "Ifs 
an important issue fOf 
the President tn get on," 
says Reiner. ~You talk 
nboot trying to fix the 
welfare situation. This is 
a waytc do it." 

. Reiner is one at 
dozens of celebrities who 
have joined Hollywood's 
latest children's crusade. 
Whoop! Goldberg, Bar~ 
bra Streisand, Whitney 
Houston and Henry 
Winkler have all donated 
their names,' their time 
and even their money to 

various kids' causes. Not only did Steven 
Spielberg and his wife Kate Capshaw co­
found the Children's Action Network, 
which makes educational films and spon-, 
rors immunization eampaigns, but Spiel­
berg alro chnirsthe Starbright Foundation, 
an innovative charity group that deploys 
eotertainment technologies to help ease­
the suffering of sick children. 

Hollywood's interCiit in Il cause often 
m(!aIlS Big Money. A benefit movie pre-­
miere can mise up to S35Q,OOO in a single 
night. Still, as Starbright managing director 
Chris Garvey notes. "'Our boo.rd members 
give more than their money and Rolooex· 
C$, They relish the hanW-(ln experience of 
dealing with children in hospitals," 

But not too bands on, Otlebrity sight­
ings at clinics and youth shelters are, for 
the most part, rare, "We tryW provide ehiJ­
dnm with a calm, soothing place, not 
chaotic, star-studded event&,~ says Leslil.l 
Johnson oithe W~tside Children's Omler 
in Culyer City, C.alifornia_ "Besides, chil­
dren under three have different ideas 
about celebrity. When Barney came to our 
Christmas party, Jim Caney could have 
been standing there and no one would 
have noticed him." . -SyI_HW/ ~(I.""­TIMF-. ~'E1iRUARY 3,1991 
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, I' 	 ! VIEWPOINT 
Hillary Rodhant Clinton 

Comfort and Joy 

The First Mom suggests reading as an easy way to help a baby's brain grow 

T
HE NIGHTAFrERTH&INAUGUIIAL, lIJu"AND lGATHERED 
with our family in the solarium on the third floor of the 
White House. After dinner our toddler nephews Tyler 
and Zachary climbed upon the couch with their Uncle 

BiU to hear him read a story. ~)' accompanied ~im with 
words, sounds. pointed fingers and a lew tussles over who 
would hold the book. As I watched them. 1 thought ofall the 
times BiU and I used to take tums readingstorles to Chelsea. 
Every night one of \is (and occasionally both) would stretch 
out on het bed. Mid her in our arms, and either read or 
mw up new tUes about imaginary characters who em­
barked on improbable but breathtakingadventures, 

Bill and I did not know about brain cells 01' synapses or 
the newest discoveries in neuroscience, Reading to 
Chelsea became a daily ritual because U's what our own 
parents and grandparents had done with us, Ilnd because 
we wonted to spend-quiet time with her every day, Bill's 
grandmother thmtght that 
reading to rum would help 
him develop n strong vo-­
cabuliUjl and the language 
ruo.n, he would'n=llatcr 
O!I in school. My mother 
and father placed a similar 
premium on reading"and 
to this day 1 remember the 
feelings of security land 
comfort th(l.ll felt sitting in 
my grandfather's lap when 
he read stories to· my 
brothers and me. 

Today, thanks to ad. 
vanees in brain research. . 
we know that reading with 
a child has intellectual. 
emotional aud llhysieal 
benefits tiiat cnn enhance M~, Cflntonwtth her da~1n lho ~I Itrel threo)Wl"'l only one lesSQn from these 

aHon and tho American Library Association, a national 
(:ampai~ to put books in the hands of parents who bring 
their young children to the doctor, and to get doctors to 
prescribe- daily reading. My husband and I will be dis-
CUSSing this and other activities to follcw up on the latest 
findings about the brain at a White timtSe conference in 
the spring> 

(1'$ important that we take to heart what the neuro­
scientists are teUing us-without Josing the heart of the 
reading experience. In todaY$ high-tech world of E-mail 
and microchips, it is easy to forget the importance of hu­
man connections in our daily aeti'vities:. Technology has 
brought many welcome con'o'eniences to oUr Uves, But it 
has the potential to create feelings of distanCe, detachment 
and isolation among us. t 

Reading to n child while touChing, huUlng and hold~ 
ing him or her ean be 8 wonderful antidote tt? the im· 

personal tendencies of the 
information age-for both 
the adult and the child, 
While critieat to buililing 
brniru;, .....mng ~ equally 
important to building 

. 	trusting andclose relation~ 
ships, 'That's why many of 
us remember the warm 
embrace or the comfort­
able lap that cradled us 
when we read books as 
children. And that's why 
reading should not be 
viewed solety as M intel· 
loctual proposition, par­
tiClllll1!Y in the ere: in 
\\-'hlch we now li.ve, 
. IfAmericans take away 

the child's deV<llopment, The intimacy of sharing books 
and stories strengthefls the emotional bonds between a 
parent and child, helps a child learn words and concepts, 
and actually stimulates the growth of a baby's brain, 

As I discwsod in my book, It Tama. Village, scientists 
have discovered that children whose parents read u.nd talk 
to them during the first throoyears oOjfe create a stronger 
foundation for future'reading success. In other words, 
what our parents and grandparents knew Instinctively is 
now hacked up by har<:! scientific evidence, 

That's why doctors and nurses are starting to pre­
scribe reading lo habios ;along with regular checkups and 
vaccinations. Recently I went toCeorg-etown University's' 
Medical Center with Maurice Sendak. the renowned 
children's author and illustrator. His book Where the 
Wild' Things Are was one of Chelsca's-and BU!'s-f.ll­
voritos, Mr, Senclak read th.e story to ehildrcn, and I afi~ 
uounced, along with representatives of the Americau 
Academy of Pediatries, the Arnenean Booksellers AsSQCi~ 

exciting scientific diS<)overies,' I "hope it's that reading to 
children is easy, affordable and, feasible for parents no 
matter what their level of education or ooono'mic station in 
life: Children's beoks' are available for' free at public 
libraries in every community and C~D be found at reason~ 
able prices in many bookstores. Doctors. librarians, teach­
ers, book publishers, business leaders and the news med~ 
can help make books availahle to families and educate 
parents about thc vital role that reading plays 10 our chil­
dren's lives. 

It isn't very often that we have before us sueh a simple. 
inexpensive and pleasufl1ble way to improve our children's 
health nnd development and ralse their prospects for a 
brighter future. Whether you lie down together on the rug, 
sit together in an old rocking chair or cuddle .on your 
child's bed the way Bill .lind I wed to with Chelsea, there 
is no better way to spend time than reading to your child. 

And now 'we also know that there are few better W.llY;; 
. to help your baby's brain grow. • 
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TO: : Hillary Rodham Clinton ~ 

cc: :Melanne Verveer, Elena KagarP"" \'..\'c. ~ \ \'t\ii<-, o...u r t:; II IA kCMAt, 
FROM: ~ Nicole Rabner, Pauline Abernathy I.uI 'lk"l LO ~'+ l.<.!w ~.
RE: :Brain Conference 

el~ 
Before you leave on your excitingjoumey through Africa, we thought we would give you an 

update on the Brato Conference and ask for your thoughts and guidance on a few issues. 


Coofenmce announcement 

First; the WH' Press Office this morning put out Ii statement by the President announcing the date 

and themes of the Conference (statement is attached), Also, the President talked about the 

Conference in,his education speech today in North Carolina (see attached). 


•Conference AiCJldatPaoels 

Attached is an agenda that lays out our current thinking for the agenda of the Conference. As we 

have discussed; the broad thinking is as foHows: 


• 	 The C,onference opens with remarks by you and the President, in which you both frame 

the Conference, provide context for why the early years are significant, how the U,S. 

Goveinment's role has been particularly vital in supporting research advances. and what 

this infonnation means for all Americans. 


• 	 Dr. Han,tburg then moderates the first small group ofexperts, a leading neuroscientist (Dr. 
Schatz) and a behavioral/familial development expert (Dr, Cohen), who present a succinct 
overview (with visual aides) of"'what we know" with regard to brain development and 
how experience (positive and negative) can shape biology, 

, 
• 	 The first panel then broadens to include a discussion with experts connected to direct 

services for children/parents in the earliest years of life ~~ an obstetrician (who can 
address pre-natal care issues), a pediatrician and a child care/early education expert, 

• 	 ,[bis ~xtended panel 'then addresses specific con<:erns of parents ~~ concerns and 

questions, which, as we've discussed, are generated by the poll that Zero to Three is 

conducting v.lth parents around the country. We thought you could moderate this portion 

and pose the questions to specific people on the paneL This is also an opportunity to pose 

some of the "tough questions" that we spoke of, i.e. Hdoes this research mean that parents 

should stay at homen or "does this mean adopting or fostering an older child is not a good 

idea." 




• 	 Break for lunch, As you advised. we would have Administration (WH. Cabinet and sub~· 
Cabin~t) table hosts to spur discussion. Perhaps we could, as you suggested, have a 
«prayer~breakfast style" give-ood-take with the guests, This will also serve as an, 
important opportunity, as you have suggested, for the guests to visit with one another. 

I 	 . 

• 	 The second panel would have the Uit takes a village" theme, i.e, an exploration what a1l,
sectors of society are doing to enhance early childhood development) equip parents and 
care~givers with the most recent findings about development and strengthen families, We 
have received many recommendations for the business, faith, medical and media 
communities, and are in the process ofvetting. We Yo-,U forward recommendations to you 
in Africa early next week. It might make sense to have someone from an overall 
community intervention program (such as Chicago's Ounce of Prevention) to serve as 
moderator. This may also be the venue to have Governors participate! to address, on a 
state ~d local level, how this information lS used. Gov. Voinovich from Ohio is 
certainly highest cn our list for a speaking role, This panel may also be the best place to 
include Rob Reiner. 

• 	 The Conference concludes with a series ofannolUlcements, which perhaps you would 
mOderatef· 

We intend (0 extend fonnal invitations for participation in the Conference on your beha1fin your 
absence. so please advise us if we are on the right track. or ifany of the specific names on the 
attached draft agenda should be revisited. We have already consulted widely in fpnnulating the 
list for panel One ~- as you may expect, no one person thought the 'same, but there was consensus 
that these are leaders in the early development community. David Hamburg was particularly 
helpful in formulating this list, and he \\111 advise as we move forward, 

The attached agenda does lIQJ include two people that you have mentioned, although l'm unclear 
whelher you felt they should have speaking role on one of the panels or if they should be invited 
to attend: 

l. Ben Carson 
Johns Hopkins 
(We have not heard his name by any ofour recommenders, but win check into his background 
and expertise.) 

2. Bettye Caldwell 
University of Arkansas 
(She has been recommended to us as a possible speaker, and certainly the "mother" of early 
childhood development -- but since her expertise is behaviora1 development~ we thought that 
perhaps Dr. Donald Cohen ofYale could coverlhat part. One way to include her would be 10 
replace Dr. Brazelton on Panel One with ber, as they are both pediatricians and professors of 
pediatrics.) 



Conference LIDwJ 

I 
We have a feW-options for the layout of the East Room for:the two panels of the Conference. 

, Ann Stock advises that once we set up the East Room, we will nQl have flexibility to change it 
during lunch, because of lighting and sound considerations. Ann presents a few options for our 
review and suggests that our decision should reflect our intentIon for the tone of the Conference. 

OPTION I: : The East Room is set up audience-style, with the panelists (including you and the 
President) seated before 100+ invited guests, Stand~up ntics could allow for audience 
pruticipation, as appropriate, and a podium off to one side would allow for the opening and 
cJosing remarks and announcements. 

OPTION 2: The East Room is set up with a centered enormous hollow square (used, for 

example, when the President meets with the NGA), with approximately 60 people around tbis 

large table. Panelists, along with you and the Presiden~ would sit on one side of the square. 

This option would allow for a small (approx 25) person audience and would, of course, 

encourage significant participation from the invited guests. 


RECOMMENDATION: After consulting with Melarme and Elena Kagan, we recommend 
Option 1. We think the tone of the panels is better set and controlled with this layout and it 
would allow for more invited guests. Further, the guests are not uequal" in what they bring to the 
panel discussions or how we want them to participate (as:. for example, ali the Governors are 
"equal"), and therefore. we should focus on choosing carefully thOS<'i we ask to serve on the 
panels themselves. 

Please advise: 

___()ptio~ I (Audience style) ___O,ption 2 (Hollow square style) ___Discuss 

Conference Audierwe 

I wili forward a Jist for your review tomorrow~ broken into two sections •• those who may be 
critical to invite and others that represent a very broad group ofsuggestions. The list is far too 
long and needs to be significantly reduced, but it might help for you to have something to react 
tO j so as to ensure that that we do not omit those you feel strongly about including, , 
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porus Involyement 

While you are away, we are likely to have to negotiate with the President's staff the amount of 
time the President will dedicate to participating in the Conference. 1 believe our position is that 
we would prefer that he participate as much as possible, but it would be helpful to us to get a 
sense of what you think is most important for him to do: 

_ Opening Remarks 

Panel One' (overview of research and questions of parents) 

Lunch 

_Panel Two ("It Takes A Village") . 	 , 

I 


Annoucements. 

, 
Reiner InvolyementlReceptjon 

We plan to continue discussions about having a reception in Washington on the evening of the 
Conference, as a fitting venue for the screening of Reiner's TV show. We would also appreciate 
your views on ~ncouraging Reiner to hold off on his fonnallaunch of his Engagement Campaign 
until either du~ing or after the WH Conference. 

4 




.. 

,. 


DRAFT FOR DISCUSSION PURPOSES ONLY 

White House Conference on Early Childhood Development and Learning: 

What New Research on the Brain Tells Us About Our Youngest Children 


April 17, 1997 


Opening Remarks 
The East Room 

9:00-9:30 am 	 The President and First Lady frame the day, underscore Ihe unique 
contribution o/United Slates Government in supporting research and 
highlight the national opportunity and responsibility the new findings 
present 

SESSION ONE: Exploration of Current Scientific R.....rch 
on the Brain and It, Applications for Parents and Care-givers 
The East Room 

MllQ~ll\lor: Dr, David Hamburg, MD. President, Carnegie Corporation ofNew York 

9:30-10:15 am' 	 Inside Ihe Bahy'$ Brain: an overview ofrecent discoveries in neuroscience 
(with brief slides andlor videotape andlor model ofdeveloping hrain) 

Dr. Carla Schatz, University ofCalifomia. Berkeley (neuroscientific overview) I 	 . 

Dr, Donald Cohen, Director, Yale Child Study Center (behavioral science overview) 
I 

10:15-10:45 am 	 Discussia,n ofWhat This Research on the Brain Means/or Parenting. 
Health Care and Early Education 

• 
Dr. EZra Davidson. MD, Drew University of Medicine (obstetrician) 

Dr, T, Berry Bra7t!lron. MD. Harvard University (pediatrician) 
I 

Dr, Deborah Phillips, National Research Council (child care/early education expert) 

10:45-11 :30 am 	 Presenters from the opening session address concerns 0/parents -­
questions are generaled/rom a poll Zero To Three;s conducting with 
parents across the country 

First Lady Hillary RlJdham Clinton frames discussion and poses questions 



, I 

Working lu~cheOD 
St.te Dining Room, 

12:00-1:30pm: 	 Administration luncheon table hosts engage guests, who here have a 

chance to visit informally with one another 


{Possible Prayer Brealifasi-style luncheon] 

Panel Two: Applying tbe Knowledge 
An Exploration of What Communities and Various Sectors ofSodety 
Can Do To Support Parents and Equip Them With Current Research 
The East Ro~m 

Moderator: Possibly: 	 Harriet N1eyerj Executive Director, Ounce ofPrevention Fund; Or 

Dwayne Crompton, ED-KCMC, Kansas City, MO (runs Head 
Start, Early Head Start, and child care programs) 

1:4S-3:1Spm ' Various Sec/Drs ofsociety discuss how they are using new scientific 
findings 10 supporl families and enhance early childhood developmenl and ' 
learning 

I 

Faith Community: 	 Working "ith Fh Some possibilities include: 
I 	 Rev. Eileen Lindner, National Council of Churches of Christ, 

leader in convincing churches to provide child care; a Catholic Nun 
from 8t. Vincent's Home in Denver, which uses Partners in 
Parenting Education (PIPE), applying biologically based research 
to parenting strategies. 

Business Representative"· 	 Ralph Laroon, CEO ofJohnson & Johnson; or 
Brad Butler, retired CEO, Proctor & Gamble; or 
Doug Leatherdale, CEO, SI. Paul Companies. 

[You visited SI. Paul Companies in 1996. Among this Fortune 500 company's 
"many family friendly policies is a state-of-the-art day care center staffed by 
people \\ith degrees in child development and offer a developmental curriculum 
for children ages zero-six. They are on the DOL Women's Bureau Honor RolL] 
, 
, 

'Early Head Slarl.· 	 Dwayne Crompton if he is not moderating. Both Harriet Meyer 
and Dwayne Crompton run Early Head Start programs. 

Community Program: 	 Exploring possibilities. including: 
Harriet Meyer. if not moderating; or 
Wil Blechman, Train the Trainers, Miami, FL. Blechman is a 
retired doctor and member of the Kwanis who developed a 

, program to train community organizations to appJy neuroscience to 
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their work. 

Police Chief, if we identify one effectively using early development knowledge 

Media: Rob Reiner or 
Geraldine Layboume, President, ABC Cable 

Local Government: Gov. Voinovieh, Ohio, and a Democratic Governor 

Chi/dCare: May be covered by above categories adequately. 

HIPPY Representative: Arkansas or D.C.? Perhaps a parent who henefited from HIPPY 

Program/or Fa/hers: May be covered by above categories adequately. 

Music: May be covered by above categories adequately. 

Concluding Session: Announcements For Future Action 

The E.st Room 


MOlIeboor: First Lady Hillary Rodbam Clinton 


3:45-4:30pm i A series ofannouncements offuture action 


President Clinton 
,, 
Others'To he Determined, 

" 
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Draft LisC- As of 3/19197 

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON 

EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT, AND LEARNING, 


WHAT NEW RESEARCH ON THE BRAIN 

TELLS US ABOUT OUR YOUNGEST CHILDREN 


PART l. -INVITATIONS ,, 
Thefollowing Ianpeople. or organh.DIions whid wi/I IN invited to participal( in [he. collfe.renee 
pending yourfilial approval. 

PANEL QNE'PARDCIPANIS 

David Hamburg 

President ' 

Carnegie CorpOration ofNtw York 

437 Madison f.:..venue 

New York. NY 10022 

Phone: 212-37,1-1200 

Fax: 212-223-8831 


First panel moderator. 

I
Dr. Donald Cqben 

Direetor 

Yale Child Study Ccnw 

Irving Harris Professor of Child 

Psychiatry. Pediatrics and Psychology 

Yale University 

Post Office Box 207900 

New H.ven, CT 0652<1-7900 

Phone: 203-785-5759 

Fax: 203-785-7402 


Highly recommended by Carnegie and HHS. 

C ... la Shatz, PhD 

Professor ofNeurobiology 

Department of Molecular and Cell Biology 

Howard Hughs Medical institute and 

University ofCalifomia. Berkeley 

Berkeley, CA 94720 

Phone: 51<1-643-5621 


Universally recommended. 
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, 
T. Berry Brazelton 
Medical Director 
Boston Medical Center 
Boston, MA I 
Phone: 617·534·7424 
Pax: 617·534.7915 

Univefsally recommended. 

Dr. Ezra Davidson 
Drew University of Medicine 
Los Angeles, CA 

Recommended by David Hamburg. 
I 
I 

Deborah Phillips, PhD . 
Director of Boord on Children and Families of the National Research Council 
National Academy of Sciences 
2101 Constitution Avenue. NW 
Harris Building, Room 1,$6 
Washington. DC 20418 
Phone: 202·334·1935 
fax: 202·334·3829 

Also recommended by HHS. NIH and Carnegie. 
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PANEL Z PARTICIPANTS UNPER CONSIDERATION {SEE A'ITACHED DESCRIPTIONS) 


Harriet Meyer 
Executive Director 
Ounce of Prevention Fund 
122 South Michigan Avenue 
Suile 2050 
Chicago, IL 60603 
Phone: 312·922·3863 
Fax: 312·922·3337 

Possible moderator. Heads national prominent put>lic~private partnership that develops. runs and 
evaluates iMovative early intervention strategies for replication. 

Dr, Gloria Rodriguez 
President and CEO 
Avance FamiJy Support and Education Program 
301 Soulh Frio, Suite310 
San Antonio. pc 78207 
210·270-4630' 

Hispanic parenting organization recommended by Carnegie, 

Owayne Crompton' 
Executive DirectQf' 
KCMC~Early Child Development Corporation 
Kansas City, MO 

Early head start program. Highly recommended. 

Melvin Warring 
Chiefof Police 
New Haven, i::T 

Model for D(U~funded Yale ChUd Study Center effort to build collaborations between police 
preciilts and child developmentlmental health experts. Highly tee. By OOJ. 

Doug Leatherdale 
CEO, 
St. Paul Companies 
385 Washington Street 
Saint Paul, MN 55103 
Phone: 612·310·7819 
Fax: 612·310-7318 

Insl11'tUlCC co. HRe visited with model family-friendly programs, including model child care. 
Or 
Ralph Lnrsen 
Chairman and CEO 
johnson & Johnson 
One Johnson & Johnson 
New Brunswick, NJ 08933·000 I 
Phone: 908'524-0400; Fax; 908·8284066 
Universally recommended for their dedication to children and children' s research, Family friendly 
workplace. Working with the Engagement Campaign,, 
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Or 

Leland Brend ..1 

freddie Mac : 

Virginia ! 


Sponsors Cornerstones Project in Washington. D.C. dedicated to assisting service providers in 
developing effective, high~quality programs for families with infants and toddlers. 

Mr. Rob Reiner . 
Castlerock £nu!rtainment 
Los Angelos, CA 

Creative Leader ofNational Engagement Campaign. , 
Catholic Nun <Possibly) 
St. Vincent's Home 
Denver, CO 

Using the PIPE model 

Barry Zuckerman (possibly) 
Chairman of Pediatrics 
Boston City Hospital 
818 Harrison Avenue 
DowJing South Suite 300 
Boston. MA 02188 
Phone: 617-534-7424 
Fax: 617-534-7424 

Created and instituted child development programs that are run by (and in) the Hospital such as 
early leaming and reading programs, Also recommended by Carnegie. 

Respondents: Chairs of the NGA's Children' s Task Foree Co-Chairs 

Governor Bob Miller 

S.....fNevada 

Executive Chamber 

Capitol Complex 

Carson City. Nevada 89110 

Phone: 702/687-5670 


Governor George Voinovich 

Office of the Governor 

77 South High Street 

Columbus. Ohio 43215 

Phone: 614/644-0813 
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SCIENTISTS AND EXPERTS 

Dr. Betty. Caldwell, PhD 
Professor of Pediatrics 
Department ofPediatric Care 
Arkansas Chil~ren:'s Hospital· South Campos 
800 Marshall Street 
Little Rock, AR 72202·359 [ 
Phone: 50 [·320·6583 
Phone: 5011320·1552 

Highly Ree. by Carnegie and HHS. , 

Dr. Ben Carson 
Brain Surgeon 
Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine 
Baltimore, MD 

Spoke at Prayer Breakfast. 

Dr. Harty Chugani. MD 
Director. PET Center 
Children's HospitalofMkhigan 
390 1Beaubien Boulevard 
Detroi~ M148Z01.2196 
Phone: 313·993·2861 
Fax: 313·993·3845 

Head ofNeurology. Serves as Professor of Pediatrics, Neurology and Radiology at Wayne Slate 
University School of Medicine. Recom~ended by OPL and Carnegie. 

Dr. Megan Gunner, Ph,D. 
Institute of Child Development 
University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis. MN 55455 
Phone: 612·624·2846 

Expertise in emotional development in infants; behavioral inhibitions. Universally 
recommended. 

Dr. J. Ronald Lally, EdD 
Director, Center for Child and Family Studies 
WESTED.Far West Laboratory 
180 Harbor Drive 
#112 
Sausalito, CA 94965 
Phone: 415·331·5271 
Fax: 415·331·0301 

O~3 BOard of Directors and highly universally f'e(;ommended. 

s 




Dr. Shirley Malcom 
American Association of the Advancement of Science 

Recom'mended highly by Hamburg. Leader on Carnegie report., Starting Points. 
I ., 

Dr. David Old" PhD. 
Prevention Center for Family & Child Health 
University of Colorado 
303 cas' 17th Avenue ,
Suite 200 , 
Denver, CO 80203 
Phone: 303/861·1115 
Fax: 30)·861·2441 

Preeminent scholar in evaluating home intervention programs. such as HIPPY, and has 
demonStrated positive results, Ree. by HHS and Hamburg., ,, . 

Dr. Kyle Pruitt; M.DI 
Clinical ProfesSor of Psychiatry 
Yale Study Ce~ter 
New Haven. CT 
Phone: 203.453·3632 
fax: 203·78$·7611 

Father; s impact on early deveJopment and young children's health. Student and c10se colleague 
ofDr, Sally Provence, ' 

, 
, 

Mr. luljas Richmond 
Harvard University 
Cambridge, MA 

Strongly recommended as essentiaL Former Surgeon General. widely viewed as most credible 
health expert in the rountry. 

,I ,, 
Harold VarnlUs 
NIH I 
Building 126j 

" 

Room 1 
9000 Rockville , Pike 
Bethesda, MD 20892 
Phone: 301·496-2433 
fax: 301-402·2700 

, ' 
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Edward Zigler; 
Director 
The Yale Bush Center in Child Development and Social Poliey 
Yale UniversitY 
New Haven. CT 
Phone: 203-432-9931 
Fax: 203-432-9933 

Founder of Head Start. Also recommended by Carnegie:. 
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ADVOCATESIASSOCIAIIONS 

Nancy Beang 
Executive Director 
Society for Neuroscience 
11 Dupont Circle, NW. Suite 500 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
Phone: 202-462·6688 

Membership of26,OOO brain researchers worldwide includes leading authorities on learning and 
development, who are on the cutting edge of research in this area. 

Janice Cox 
President 
Georgia State Parent Teacher Association 
114 Baker Street, NE 
Atlanta, GA 30318 
Phone: 404/659-(1214 

Recommended by Secretary Riley. Representing the National PTA, 

Dr. Jim Dearth 

Children's Hospital of Alabama .. 

1600 Seventh Avenue, South 
Birmingham,AL 35233 
Phone: 205·939·9895 , 
Fax: 205·939·5177 

Actively developing programs to implement in the hospital. NACHRI has suggested that Dr. 
De~ represent their organization 

Marian Wright Edelman 
President 
Children's Defense Fund 
25 EStr.... NW 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
Phone: 202·662·3547 
Fax: 202·662·3560 

Deborah Eaton 
National Association for Family Child Care 

RecOmmended by HHS and Carnegie. Association for family, home·based day care centers.. 
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Yolie Florez 
1633 Hill Drive 
los Anseles, CA 90041 

A long~time advocate in child development and education in the Hispanic community. She is 
currently working with the Annie E.Casey Foundation leading their Latino Children Initiative as 
she is on sabbatical from her professional pOsition with the Children's programs office of the 
City of 1.00 Angeles . . 

Ellen Galinsky, MS 
C<rPresident ' 
Family and Work lnslitute 
330 Seventh Avenue 
14th Floor 
New York, NY 10001 
Phone: 212·465·2044 x204 
Pax: 212·465·8631 

leader in child development and balancing work/family issue. Working closely on child 
deveJopment issues with the NGA. Recommended by Carnegie and many others. 

Sarah Greene 
Executive Director 
National Head Start Association, Partnership Project 
1651 Prince Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
Phone: 703·739·0875 
Pax: 703·739·0878 

Eleanor Guggenheimer 
Child Care Action Campaign 
330 Seventh Street, 11th Floor 
New York, NY 1000I 
Phone: 212·239·0138 
Fax: 212·268·6515 

Founder of one of the foremost groups ofchild care adv~acy groups in New York City, 

Bill Harri. 
Kids PAC, Head StlIrt 

Irving Harris's son. Active child advocate, recommended by Carnegie., 
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, 
Dr. Clarissa Leister~Willis 
Executive Director 
Southern Earl~ Childhood Association 
Box 55930 , 
Linle Rock, AK 72215·5950 
Phone: 501·663·0353 
Fax: 501-663-2114 

One of the preeminent southern organizations dealing with children O~3. Their extensive network 
blankets organizations and programs in atl Southern states. Universally recommended. 

Barbara Reisman. Executive Director 
Child Care Action Campaign 
330 Seventh Street, 17th Floor 
New York, NY 10001 
Phone: 212-239·0138 
Fax: 212-2611-6515 

One of the foremost groups ofcbild care advocacy groups in New York City. 

Lucy Hackney; 
3021 0 Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20007 
Phone: 202·965·3313 
Fax: 202-965-7140 

Robert E. H~man, MD 
President 
American Academy of Pediatrics 
2600 Greenbush S ..... 
Lafeyetle, IN 47903 
Phone: 317-448-8000 
Fax: 317-448-1100 

Recommended both by OPL and fllIS,, 

David Liederman 
Executive Dire<:tor 
Child Welfare Leal!1le of Americ. 
440 First Stree~ NW, Suile 310 
Washington" D,C, 20001 
Phone: 202·6311-2952 
Fax: 202-638-4004 
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Judith E. Jones 
Founder 
National Center for Children in Poverty ­
Columbia University 
NewYork,NY 

Recommended by HHS and Carnegie. Zero ·three focus, 

Matthew Melmed 
Executive Director 
Zero to Three 'National Center for Infants. Toddlers and Families 
723 15th Street, NW 
Suite 1000 I 
Woshington, DC 20oo5-101l 
Phone: 	202-638-1144 
Fax: 	 202-342-9553 

Well known for their extensive research on child development Creator of many publications and 
visual aids (Of parents and their young children. 

Evelyn K. Moore 
Executive Director 
National Btack Child Development Institute 
1023 15th Street, NW 
Suite 600 . 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Phone: 202-381-1281 
Fax: 202-234-1738 

One of the foremost organizations working on child development issues. They are welt ftspected 
for their work with developmental issues of minority children. Recommended by OPL and 
Care~gie. 

Susan Roman 
Executive Director 
American Libraries Association Services to Children 
50 East Huron Street 
Chicago,lL 60611-2795 
Phone: 312-280-2162 
Fax: 312-280-3257 

This branch of the ALA focuses on programs in which young children learn. particularly 
academic and reading efforts., 
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Caro1 Brunsori Phillips, Ph.D. 
Exeeutive Director , 
Council for Early Childhood Professional Recognition 
Washington, DC 
Phone: 202.265·9090 

Know!n for her reseach related to the effect ofcaregiving adults' racial attitudes on the 
devleopment of young children, 

Marilyn Smith 
Executive Director 
National Association for the Education ofYoung Children 
1509 16th Stree~ NW 
Washington, DC 20036 
Phone: 202·328·2605 
Fax: 202·3281846 

Represent the leaders in early child care quality assessment Extensive national network of 
educators, child care providers, researchers. etc. Publish the magazine, Youn, Cbild. Strongly 
recom~cnded by OPL, HHS and carnegie. 

Yasmina Vinci 
~utive Director 
National Association ofChild Care Resource and Referral Agencies 
Ill9 F Street, NW 
Suite 810 
Washington, DC 22204 
Phone: 202·393·5501 
fax: 202·393·1109 

Umbrella organization working with an ex.tensive network ofgrassroots child care and parental 
referral agencies. They offer a imp. perSpeCtive programs that are and are not effective because 
of theit fist hand knowledge with children and patents. Recommended by Carengie and ID{S. 

Claudia Wayne 
Executive Director 
National Center for the Early Childhood Workforce 
733 I 5th Stree~ NW 
Suite 1037 
Washington, DC 
Phone: 202· 737·7700 
Fax: 202·7)7-0370 

Leading organization for training child care providers. Highly recommended by OPL and HHS. 
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Bernice Weissbourd 
Family Resource Coalition 
Chkago.IL 

National organization representing the emerging family support movement. Offer many of the 
social supportS that were once provided by a network of stable extended families within a 
community, 
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PROGRAMS 

Bobbie Block 
Child Devleopment ~oundl ofWasnington, D.C. 
Washington, DC 

Recommended by HHS and Carol Thompson Cole to represent the District 
I 

Shannon Bryant 
StudentfTeam Leader 
Jumpstart 
Little Rock. AR 

Jumpstart is an Americorp program which allows students to obtain work¥study benefits through 
community service. Shannon is a sophomore at Harvard. Particip.ated in bead start as a t:hild and 
credit his success to it. Began as'a Jumpstart Cops member and now returns as a team leader. 
Son Qf Leroy Bryant, Executive Director of the non~protil grouP. A New Beginning, Inc. 

Abby Cleland 
JW.:ommended strongly by Secretary Riley, awaiting details. 

Sharon Darling \ 
President 
National Center for Family Literacy 
Waterfront Plaza, Suite 200 
325 West Main Street 
Louisville, K Y 4Q202·425 I 
Phone: 	 502·584·1133 
Fax: 	 502·584-017< 

Bartl.... Dellinger 
Head Start Director for CbarloneJMecklenburg 
Bethlehem Center 
2705 Baltimore Avenue 
Charlotte, NC 28203 
Phone: 704-371-7403 
Fax: 	 704-371-7435 

Rccom~ended by Riley. Sister of Walter Dellinger, Tutored the ftrSt class of black students 
who desegregated the Charlotte-Mecklenburg SchooJ District. 
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Henry Foster! 

Chief Executive Officer 

The National Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy 

2100 M Stree~ NW Suite500 

Washington, D.C. 20037 

Phone: 202·857·8692 

Fax: 202/331·7735 


Important nexus with early intervention issues. 

Grace Lucille Hill 

Reco~mended strongly by Secretary Riley. 


Eloise Jenks 

President 

National Association ofWIC Directors 

Executive Director of the Los Angeles WIC Program 

Los Angeles, CA 


Gloria Johnson Powell, M.D. 

Judge Baker Children's Center 

295 Longwood A venue 

Boston, MA 02115 

Phone:: '617·232·8390 


First African American women in the history of the Harvard Medical School to serve as a tenured 
professor of child psychiatry. Developed a home based program for inner city children and 
families using a Mobil unit to bring primary mental health care services door-to-door. 

Doug Quiett 

Marin City Families First 

Marin City, California . 


Model education/social services intervention program for low-income, primarily African 
American community. Involves home-based care management system and community-based 
intervention services. Recommended by 0-3. 

Ashley Swift 

Attorney 


. Smart Start PropVolunteer 
c/o Womble Carlyle, Sadridge & Rice Law Finn 
Post Office Drawer 84 
Winston-Salem; NC 27102 

Highlighted by the President in 3/13 visit. 
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Inez Moore Tanenbaum 
President 
South Carolina Center for Family Policy 
911 Lady Street 
Suite D 
Columbia, SC 29201 
Phone; 803·929·0464 
Fax: 803·929·0107 

Recommended by the President and Secretary Riley, Working with the community in SC to 
address issues such as welfare. quality child care, prenatal care and parent education initiatives. 

Maria Gregory Taylor 
County &hooJ District 
Fountain Inn. SC 

Recommended by Secretary Riley. Parent education expert involved in Parents as Teachers 
Program. 

Ruth Tracy : 
Navajo Health;Clinic 
Post Office Bo,x 697 
Ganado, AZ 86505 
Phone; 520·755·3411 
Fax; 520·927·9162 

Works on the Navajo Health Clinics on the Reservation on which she lives. Her work in 
primarily with parent who have young children with disabilities. Sbe herself is a parent ofa 
child with [)()wn Syndrome,,, 

Chad Wick 
Winning Teams for Young Children: Parents and Professional Leaming Together through Tectmology 
Cincinnati, OH 

Seven7month training program designed to teach participants-includmg 9,000 parents and 3,000 
early child hood professionals~~bow to work together to create an op'imal home and cbild care 
settings for child:ren 0..5. Highly recommended by 0-3, 

Miriam Westheimer 
Executive Dife(;tor 
HlPPYUSA . 
53 W. 23rd S,-,

ISixth Floor 
New York. NY 10010 
Phone; 212·678·3500 
fax; 212.678-4136 

Home intervention program. 
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Mildred Wint~r· 
Executive Director 
Parents as Teachers 
National Center. Inc. 

tOt 76 Corporate Square Drive, .Suite 230 

St. Louis. MO 631 n 
Phone: (314)432.4)30 
Fax: (314)432-8963 

Organiiarion is one of the only national early childhood program thai is taking the frontl~Tof 
science directly from the laboratory to the living room. Working with Charles A, Dana 
Foundation. 
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FOUNDATIONS 
, 

Dr. John Bruer 
President 
McConnell Foundation 

Betty Hamburg 
W.T. Grant Foundation 

Wife of David Hamburg. Expert on early development. 

Irving B. Harris 
Chainnan 
The Harris Foundation 
2 North La Salle Street 
Chicago, IL 60602-3703 
Phone: 3 12-62 I -0650 
Fax: 312-621-0857 

Long time researchers and advocates in child development. Sponsored a similar conference on 
brain development in Chicago with the Families and Work Institute. 

, 

Michael Levirie 
Program Officer for Education and Healthy Development of Children and Youth 
Carnegie Corporation ofNew York 
437 Madison Avenue 
New York, NY 10022 
Phone: 	2121207-6314' 

David Mahoney 
Chainnan 'I 

The Charles A. Dana Foundation 
745 Fifth Avenue 
Suite 700 
New York, NY 10151 
Phone: 	 212-223-4040 
Fax: 	 212-593-7623 

Working with children's groups to research, develop programs, and educate the public on 
developmental science. 
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CORPORATESECIOR , 

I 


Robert E. Allen 
Chief Executive Officer 
AT&T I 
Phone: 908-221-5151 

Univer~ally recommended for their family friendly practices. Significantly funding Engagement 
Campaign. 

1 
I 

Louis Gerstner!' Jr. 
Chainnan & CEO 
IBM Corporation , 
Old Orchard Road 
Armonk, NY 10504 
Phone: 914-765-6717 
Fax: 914-765-7030 

Corpor~te pioneer in creating a family friendly environment. Recommended universally. Known 
for their interest/investments in children. 

l
Small Business Representative (TBD) 

,
1

Scholastic. Inc.
I 

I , 
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FAITH CQMM!IJ'!ITY 

(Flo McAffe will be reviewing and making further recommendations), 


NMRich 
National Presidenl 
National Council of Jewish Women 
6th Floor 
53 Wesl23rd Street 
New York, NY 10010 
Phone: 	 2121645-4048 
Fax: 	 2121645-7466 

NCJW is a volunteer organization with 90,000 members that works to improve the quality of life 
for women, children and families. Their research arm. "Center for the Child," focuses on issues 
related 'to early childhood development 
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ENTERTAINMtNT/MEDIA, 

Pat Butler , 
Vice President 
Washington P~st Company 
Washington, DC 

Judsen Culbreath 
Editor 
Working Mother 
230 Park Ave. 
New York. NY 10169 
Phone: 212-551-9500 

Irwin Dougan 
Executive Director 

. PBS 
703/739-5015 
or 
Children's Television Workshop 

Ellen Gilbert 
International Creative Management, Inc. 
Talent and Literacy Agency 
8942 Wilshire'Blvd. 
Beverly Hills, CA 902 I I 
ph 310-550-4000 
fax 310-550-4100 

Spearheading Coordination of Reiner's: Ertgagement Campaign,
1 

Jane M. Healy, PhD. 
Author 
4266 Columbine Drive 
Vail, CO 81657 
Phon.: 970-476-9351 
Fax: 970-476-2913 

Gernldine Leyboume 
President , 
ABClDisney Cabl. 
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, 


Henery Muller 
Time~Warner ~xecutivc 

friend ro the field of early child development. As then editQr~in--chief Qf Time Magazine. was 
responSible for Time cover SlOry., 

judith Nolte 
Editor in Chief 
American Baby 
249 W. 17th St. 
New York, NY 10011 
Phone: 212-462·3300 

Staff contact: Wendy Naugle 

Rob Reiner and Michelle Reiner 
Piton.: 31()'285·2328 

ProduCing a special series and campaign on child development in partnership with an extensive 
and diverse network ofchildren's and educational issues. 
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GOVERNORS 


NA llONAL GQVER."ORS' ASSOCIAllON'S CHILDREN'S TASK FORCE: 


Members: ; Governor Lawton Chiles 
Governor's Office 
The Capitol 

, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0001 
t: 904/488-2272 

I Governor Tom Ridge 
1 Office of the Governor 
,Room 225 
: Main Capitol Building 
I Harrisburg, Pennsylvania l7t20 
: t: 717m7-25oo 
, 
! Governor Lincoln Almond 
, State House 
, Providence, Rhode Island 02903 
I: 4011277-2080 

. Governor Howard Dean 
I09 Stale SIreeI 
Montpelier, Vermont 05609' 
I: 8021828-3333 

CONGBESSIDNAL 

10-15 spaces held for Congressional Affairs. 
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PART II. - CONSIDERATIONS 

TIle following lists art. those thai weft! considertfdfOT an invita/101t.. neu~n(mslorgan;l.ations will 
no/ be invi1ed to pat1icJptl/e in the Conference, but may he invited /0 WfJId. 'he con/erenu "ia (llive 
leed In Room 450 01 the OJd ExtclJlive Off",e Building.

I , 
Please notf! those with an Il.ftel'isk (*) as you may wish to reconsider Iheir parrkiptJtitm. HOMl~r. dill! 
10 space Iimilalif)1fS. Ihis may require 'hat SOIM(IIte on the invilation list 1M taken off. , , 

SCIENTISTS AND EXPERIS 

• Dr. J. David Hawkins 
Developmental Research Programs,. Inc. 
437 Madison Avenue 
New York, NY 10022 
Phone: 212·371·3200 
Fax: 212·754-4073 

HighJy recommended by the Dept of Justice. Risk focused prevention. Pioneered programs fot 
juvenile delinquence. violence. teen-pregnat1¢y, school drop-out and substance abuse problems. 
Top researcher., 

• Sharon Lynn Kagan 
SemJor Associate 
Yale Bush Center 
Yale University 
New Haven, CT 

Recommended by Hamburg. Recently co-authored book with Cohen, Member of the National 
Commi~iQn on Head Start and Chapler One, 

• Patricia Gold~an~Rakk al1d Pasco Raklc 
Professor ofNeuroscience 
Section of Neurobiology 
Yale University School ofMedicine: 
333 Cedar Street, SHM, C3U3 
New Haven, CT 06520 . 
Phone: 203·785·5288 
Fax: 203·785·5263 

Rec. by Carnegie and HHS, Patricia possible panelist 
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• Craig T, Ramey, PhD, 

Director and Professor of Psychology. Pediatrics, Maternal and Child Health and Sociology 

The University of Alabama at Birmingham 

SClil ' 

BinningbamiAlabama 35295-0021 

Phone: 205-934-8900 

Fax: 205-975-6330 


Rec. by HHS and Carnegie, 

,. 	Lisabeth Schorr 

Harvard University 

Cambridge, MA 


Recommended by Carnegie. Wrote a book ()(I the importance of child development programs 
several years ago. Has a new publication examining how we can step-up cu"rrent programs. 

Heidelise Als, Ph.D. 
Director ofNeurobehavlorallnfant and Child Studies 
Children's Hospital ~ Boston 
320 LongWOOd Ave.ue - Enders Building 028 
Boston, MA 02115 

,Phone: 617-355-8249 
Fax: 617-355-7203 

Pioneer, the study of premature, low birth weight babies who have intracranial hemorrhages. Led 
to new prt.:>Cedures in neonatal intensive care nurseries, Received Decade of the Brain Research 
Award front the Cbicago Institu~e of Neurosurgery and Neuroreseach. Per Naomi Karp. 

Don Baily. Ph,D, 

Director. National Cemer on Early Development and Education 

Frank Porter Graham Center 

University ofNQrtb Carolina at Cbapel Hilt 

CB # 8180,,]05 Smith Level Rand 

Chapel Hill, NC 21599-8180 

Phone: 919-966-4250 

Fax: 919-966-7532 


Extremely knowledgeable about eatly child development and disability. especially genetic 
disorders. 

, 
Elizabeth Bate,: 

University of California. So Diego 


Recommended by HHS. 
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Richard Brandon, Ph.D. 
Herman Services Poli(;y Center 
University of Washington 
Box 353060 
Se.ttle, WA 98185·3060 
Phone: 206·685·3135 
Fax: 206·616-5769 

Quality Child CMe Think Tank. Urging new types of certification and standards for child care 
workers. 

Urie Bri:mfenbrenner 
Comell University 

Re<:ommended by Carnegie. 

Joan R. ChaHinor 
Commissioner' 
U.S. National Commission on libraries and '»formation Science 
3117 Hawthorne Stree~ NW 
Washington, DC 20008 
Phone: 2021965·9447 
Fax: 2021965.6115 

Recommended by DPC., 

Geraldine Dawson 
Professor of Psychology 
University of Washington 

Highly' respected expert, superb communicator on brain research, focuses on interplay between 
biology and environment among children of depressed mothers. Recommended by Carnegie. 

, 
Marian Diamond , 
BiologistJProfessor 
University ofCalifomia. Berkeley 

Recommended by Assistant to the Attorney Geners,), Diamond a Keynote at Renaissance 
weeker~t Expert in ear1y cb~Jdbood development and development nfbaby's brams. 

Felton Earls. MD 
Professor of Human Behavior 
Deparnnent ofMaternal and Child Health 
Harvard School of Public Health 
677 Huntington Avenue 
Bost.., MA 0211 5 
Phone: (617)432·1227 
Fax: (617)432·3448 
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i , 
1, 

Dr. Gerald Edelman 
Director 
The Neurosciences Institute 
10640 John Jay Hopkins Drive 
San Diego, CA 92121 
Phone: 619-626-2000 

Recommended by former Rep. Lynn Sehenk of CA. Nobel Prize winning neuroscientist 

Dr. Martha Farrell Erikson 
Direetor ofCbildren, Youth and Family Consortium 
University of Minnesota 
Minnesota 

Recommen'ded by Nancy Hoit. Attachment theory expert, 

Aid. Giachello, Ph.D. . 
Midwest tatino Health Research Center 
University of Illinois - Chicago 
1640 West Roosevelt Road 
Ofik.,636 
Chicago, lL 60608 
Phone: 312-413-1952 
Fax: 312-996-3212 . 

Works with Latino children whose families have special needs. Consults with Spanish-speaking 
television programs to make sure that appropriate parenting activities that foster child 
development are demonstrated as 8 model for those watching. 

Corey Goodman 
University ofCalifornia. Berkeley 

Recommendnd by HHS. 

Dr. Stanley Greenspan, M.D. 
Clinical Professor ofPsyciliatry and Pediatrics 
George Washington Medical School 
Washington. DC 

Dr. Gay R. Holstein 
Box 114Q; Dept. OfNeurology 
Mt. Sinai Schoo1 of Medieine 
I Gustave Levy Place 
New York. NY W029 

Neuro-anatornist. does post-doctoral research and teaches at Mt. Sinai Medical Center."Early 
childhood leaming is part of her work. 

I . 
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Judith A. Hudson. Ph.D. 
Department of Psychology 
Busch Campus 
Rutgers, The Stale University ofNew Jersey 
New Brunswick. NJ 08903 
Phone: 908·445-3172 
Fax: 908·445·2263 

Directs the Douglass Day Care Center, which cares for and tcaehes newborns to six year~olds. 
She has been It consultant to the State of New Jersey on Early Warning Tests. She bas three 
children (aged 9 months to 13 years), Recommended by Bob Raymar. 

1erome Kagan 
Professor , 
Department ofPsychology 
Harvard University· 
Cambridge. MA 

Pat iluhl 
University of Washington 

Recommended by HHS. Quoted in Timc magazine 'article. language specialist. , 
, 

Nealllaufinan: M.D., MPH 
1401 N. Bundy Drive 
Los Angeles, CA 90049 
Phone: 31()'855·6386 
Fax: 310·967-0145 

Developed a literature project in his clinic for low income families. Has developed extensive 
evaluation forms and recommended reading lists. Recommended by the American Academy of 

Pediatrics. 

Evelyn Oruss Upper, M.D. 
Director 
Division of Child Development 
Department of Pediatrics 
New York Hospital 
AsSO(;jate P~fessor ofPediaU'ics 
ComeU Medical Center 
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Gwen Morgan, ,MD 
Professor and Executive Director 
Wheelock Center for Training and Policies 
Wheelock College 
200 The Riverway 
Boston, MA 02215 
Phone: 617-73~-5202 
Fax: 617-232-5302 

Now in:her 70's Ms, Morgan was engaged in the early childhood movement She remains very 
active and one of the foremost experts on the subject ofearly childhood development and care. 

Or, Herbert Needleman 
Pediatrician and Psychiatrist 
University ofPinsburgh Medical School 
Pittsburgh, P A 
Phon.: 412-624~0877 

Recommended by HUn and EPA. Researc~ to early development and lead exposure. 

Bruce Petry. MD, Pb,D, 
Director, Civitas Child Trauma Program 
Baylor College of Medicine 
One Baylor Plaza 
Houston. TX 77030 
Phon<: 7131770-3750 
Fax: 7131770-3747 

Specializing in brain development and the impact of early trauma on children. Also 
recommended by Carnegie, Expert spokesperson on engagement campaign, 

Suzanne Randolph, Ph.D. 
Department (If Family Studies 
University of Maryland 
1204 K Marie Mount Hall 
College Park, MD 20742-1515 
Phone: 301-405-3672 
Fax: 301-314-9161 

Research focuses on nonnative development of African American infants, toddlers, and 
preschoolers, Past natiooal president of the Association of BJack Psychologists. 

Irwin Red!ener ' 
Pediatrician 
Children', H""hh Fund 

J 
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Carolyn Rovee:Collier, Ph.D. 
Deptof Psychology 
Busch Campus 
Rutgers University , 
New Brunswick, NJ 08903 
Phone: 908-445-3364 

Expertise in perception. Recommended by OSTP. 

Jack Shonkoff 
Heller School. Brandeis University 

Also the oo--chair on the Board on Children and Families of the National Academy of Sciences. 
Recommended by HHS and Carnegie. 

Susan Stine. M.D. 
AJ. DuPont Institute 
Ilox269 
Wilmington. DE 19899-0269 
Phone: 302-651-4504 

Pediatrician ~ia)izjng in early development. Teaching and oounseling parents for 20 years. 

Dianne Stone. Ph,D. 
441 Jackson Avenue 
Glen<:oe.IL 6002 
Phone: 847-835-4922 
fax: 847-385-9262 

Recommended by D. Beaubairc. School psychologist for the Chicago Public School system. 
currently assigned to the Cook County Juvenile Detention Center. Expertise in the area of teenage 
pregn~cy and the lasting effects of a lack: of stimulation 00 the developing brain. 

Arle. Walker-Andrews. Ph.D. 
Department of Psychology 
Rutgers: University 
New Brunswick. NI 08903 
Phone: 908-445-2028 
Fax: 908-445-0036 

Expertise in infancy research; concepts emotions. 

Sheldon White 
Harvard University 

Reo. by HHS and Carnegie. 
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, 
ADYOCAJESIASSOCIAIIONS 

• Tom Van Coverden 
President 
National Association Q(CQrnmunity Health Centers 
1330 New Hampture Avenue. NW, Suite 122 
Washington, DC 20036 

Phone:202·659·8008 

Fax: 202.659'·8519 


Pr<:scription for reading campaign, Provide programs to 10 million low· income children. 

• Carol Berman 
Zero to Thr¢¢ National Center for Infants, Toddlers and Families 
123 15th Stree4 NW ' 
Suite 1000 

Washington, DC 20005·1013 

Phone: 202-638·1144 

Fax: 202·342·9553 

Home: 202·638·0851 


Mi~h8el Melmed already on, 

• Ms. Nancy Oaty 
Nancy Daly , 

256 Copa de 6ra Road 

Los Angeles, CA 90077 

Phone:310·476-3259 


Child welfare advocate. 

Daniel Johnson ' 
Executive Director 
Ameri<;an Medical Association 
1101 Vennont Avenue, NW. Suite 120a 
Washington, DC 20005 
Phone: 202·789.7413 
Fox: 202·789·4581 

Rebecca Barerra 
National Latino Children's Agenda 

Recommended by HHS. 
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Christine Benero 
Co.-Chair I 

Coalition For America's Children 
c/o Benero Ballantine 
1319 F Slree~ NW 
Suite Soo ' 
Washington, DC 20004 
Ph_: 202·347·8153 
Fax: 202·628·1258 

Joan Dykstra . 
President 
National Parent Teacher Association 
330 North Wabash Avenue 
Suite 2100 
Chicago, IL 60611 
Phone: 312·670·6782 
Fax: 312·670-6783 

Parents and Education advocates. The PTA actively participates in many programs that enhance 
parental and community involvement in education. Extensive network. Would like the Georgia 
PTA president to represent the National PTA in the East Room. 

Sue ferguson 
Executive Director 
National Coalition for Parent Involvement in Education 
I~stitute for Educational Leadership 
1001 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite 310 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
Phone: 202·822·8405 
fax: 202·872·4050 

Per the Depar1nlent of Education. 

Glean Gabbard 
Federation for Children with Special Needs 
95 Berkeley SIrcct 
Suite 104 
Boston, MA 02116 

Native Ameriun Samoan who came to Boston after bis daughter was born pre-maturely and 
needed on-going medical treatment. Speaks eloquently on his daughters/families experiences and 
that of children with disabilities, Despite his daughters sever. multiple physical disabilities., (and 
against doctors predictions) she attends a neighborhood S(;nool with non~disabled peers and does 
well in school. 
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Cbristopher T,< Gates 
President 
National Civic league 
1445 Marke' Street, Suite 300 
Denver, Co 80220-1728 
Phone; 303-571-4343 
Fax; 303-571-4404, 

Maris Segal Goodis 
The Maris Group and Child Health Day 
Phone; 202-551-2523 

Longtime cbild advocate. More Info pending women' s office 

Mattie Jackson 
National Child Day Care Association 
Washington, DC , 

Recommended by HHS. Network of more than 20 school centers providing services to more 
than 1,300 children 

I 

Sherry Levy-Reiner, Ph,D. 
Coordinator 
Decade of the: Brain Project 
Office of Scbolarly Programs 
Library ofCongress 
Washington, DC 20540-4860 

Project co-sponsored by the Nation81 Institute of Mental Health and the Librruy on Congress. 
Last spring more than 300 people attended a series of six Decade of the Brain programs at the 
library on brain disorders including that which effect young children. Forwarded by Susan Liss 
in Airs. Gore's office . 

• 

Qulentin R. Lawson 
Executive Lawson 
National Alliance ofBlack School Educators 
2816 Georgia Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20001 
Phone; 202-483-1549 
Fax; 202-483-8323 

Twenty-six year oM nonprofit organization and the largest network of African·American 
educators in the U.S, ' 


I 

I 
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Larry MacAndrew 
President 
National Association or Children's Hospitals 
40 I Wyth Street 
Alexandria, VAS 22314 
Phone: 703-684-1355 
Fax: 703-684·1589 

NACHRl will be represented in the East Room by Dr, Jim Dearth. 

Beverly Malone 
American Nurses Association 
600 Maryland Avenue, SW 
Suite IOOW . 
Washington, DC 20024 
Phooe: 202-651·7085 
Fax: 202-651-700 I 

Rochelle Mayer, 
Executive Director 
National Center for Education in Maternal and Cbild Health 
2000 J5th Street North, Suite 70 I 
Arlington. VA 22201-2617 
Phone: (703)524-7802 
Fax: (703)524-9335 

Educat:i~)O. Children's and health advocate. 

Heather McCalbe 
Association ofCare of Children's Health 
7910 Woodmont 
Suite 300 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
Phone: 301-654-6549 
Fax: 301-986-4553 

Frank Newman : 

Education Commission of the States 

107 17th Street, Suit<: 2700 
Denver. Co 80202.3427 
Phooe: 303·299·3600 
Fax: 30)·296-8332 
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Ron Pollak 
Executive Director 
Families USA 
1334 G Street NW 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Phone: 202-737-6340 
Fax: 202-347-2417 

Carol Weber Rohde 
Executive Director 
Resources for Child Caring 
450 North Syndicate 
Suite #5 
SL Paul, MN 55104 
Phone: 612~1-0305 
Fax: 612~5-0990 

Nationally recognized as a source of leaderShip and innovative work. Is ftrmly committed to the 
child ca'Te and early educational needs of Minnesota and local community. Mail in and member 
of the Coalition for America'$ Children. 

Donna Cohen Ross 
Center on Budget and Policy Priorities 
Phone: 408-1080 

Belle Sawhill 
Urban Institute 

Recommended by Carnegie. 

Patricia Seigel 
Executive Director 
California Child Care Resource and Referral Network 
111 New Montgomery Street, Suite 700 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Phone: 415-255-4021 
Fax: 415-882-6233 

First child care resource and referral organization in the United States. Has a reputation for their 
parenting and educational resources for children Ow~i. Recommended by OPt and Carnegie. 

. , 
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Deborah Stark 
4727 Bayfield Road 
Harwood. MD 20776 
Phone: 301·889·0430. 
Fax: 301·889·0429 

Wife o:f COfIgressman Pete Stark. Fonner Head Start worker. 

Barbara Weinstein. Coordinator,
Children's Consortium 
Post Office Box 21847 
Fort Lauderdale, FL33335 
Phone: 305·720-1000 
Fax: 305·724-3876 

Statewide consortium that deals with a hosl ofchildren's issues. Very active in educating the 
public on children IS issues. Runs activities in the state surrounding child development.

i . 

YMCA of the USA 
726 Broadway 
New York, NY ,10017 
Phone: 212·210-30S0 
Fax: 212·922·1676 

Service organization 
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PROGRAMS 

• Betty Bumpers 
Every Child By Two 


Immunization program 


• Dr, Carolyn Lindeman 

Music Educators National Conference 

1806 Robert Fulton Drive 

Reston. VA 20191 


Urged by Boxer as is a close friend, Largest arts education organization in the world~~70,000 
members. 

• LyndaRobb 

President 

Reading is Fundamental, Inc, 

Programs and PI....ing 

600 Maryland Ave., SW 

Suite 600 
Washington,:D.C.20024.3220 

Phone: 202·287·3220 

Fax: 202·287·3196 


• 

• Nancy Safer 

Executive Director 

The Councjl for Ex<oeptional Children 

Phone:703·2SQ..493S 

Fax: 7031250-4935 


This organization does extensive research.. They were reeommended by the Department of 
Education as the best disability group with a handle on research pradices related to infant and 
toddlers witb disabilities. 

Argenti..,. DWUa.Lnevano 
. The Family Place 

Per HHS. Active working relationship with over 60 public and private agencies in the 
Washington. DC area to do better by the more than 500 low-income families that come though its 
donrs each year. 

Christine Ben"", 

CEO 

fintBook 

1319 F Stn:et. NW 

Suite 500 

Washington, D.C. 20004 

ph: 202/393·1222 
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,Betsy Dew 
Director 
The Family Institute 
Virginia 
Phone: 70)·866·4769 
Fax: 70)·866-4197 

Developed and piloted a training program on the newest brain development research for home 
visitors, Plan to extend to home day care providers. Includes 250 programs in 36 states and DC.

• 

Hannah Achtenberg Kinn 
Executive Director 
The League Center 
30 Washington Strut 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 
Phone: 718·64)-5)00 
Fax: 718·237·2793 

National model. Oldest (43 years) day treatment program for autistic and severely impaired 
children. Work with AIDS and crack/alcohol addicted chiJdren and victims of neglect/abuse, 
Focus on Treatment of the whole child and family partnership and communications. 

Edward Pitt, M.S.W 
Fatherhood Project 
Family Work ,Institute 
330 Seventh A venue 
New York, NY 10001 
Phone: 212·465·2044 
Fax: 212·465-8637 

Social worker with expertise on father's relationships with their young children and community 
strategies for encouraging responsible fatherhood regardless of marital status. 

James Renier 
Chair 
Success by Six 
United Way ofAmerica 
70 I North Fairfax Street 
Alexandria, VA 22)06 
Phone: 703-638·7850 
Fax: 703·549-9152 

PopuJar program called. "Success by Six." Good example ofnonprotit~e partnership as 
this program was originany developed by Honeywell. 
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Pam Walker ' 
Project ECHO ( 
Fremont County. CO 

For 20 years volunteers and professionals in the area have fanned partnerships to provide a host 
of family and health services. 
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. PARENTS 

Noel Hunter; 

930 E Cloverland 

Ironwood. MI 49938 


Mail in. Son diagnosed as having brain lesions. Doctors said he should be "vegetable" ;. through 
working/teaching/singing to him, he is now in a special 'Pre~K class. 

Lisa Sullivan! 

Head Start Parent 

Connecticut 


Success story recommended by HHS. Current intem in the Conne<:ticut House of 
Representatives. Now provided training to Head Start parents, staffand programs on parent 
involvement 
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I
EDUCATORS 

I 

Dr. Gcne Carter 
I 

Executive DireCtor 
Association for Supervisory and Curriculum Development 
1250 Pitt SIr«! 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
Phone: 703-549-9110 
Fax: 	 703-549-2891 

Leads an 11,000 member organization that sets the pace for developing curriculum and other 
educational instruction materials. , 

Linda Darling.Hammond 
Executive Director 
Teachers College Columbia University 
525 West 120th Street 
New York, NY 10027 
Phone: 212-678-4142 

Known nationally for knowledge and experience in teacher refonn and certification and as the 
Executive Director of the National Commission on Teaching and America's Future. 

Jane Hoffman 
14652 Beach Avon•• 
Irvine. CA 92606 
Phone: 	 714-551-2392 
Fax: 	 714-552-5351 

Also advocate, Known as the "'Backyard Scientist", She has developed and sustained a program 
to teach science to 3 - 6 year ~-olds. by using everyday household items in safe, educational 
science experiments with parents. She has been noted in many education and science magazines. 

P.l. Meara 
Principal 
Plumsted Township Scbool District 
New E8YP' Elemenlllly School 
New Egypt, NJ 08533 
Phon.: 609-758-6844 . 
Fax: 609-758-6868 

Researching child development for the past twenty-three years. Has been a principal at a school 
which is changing from a poor rural to a moderate suburban, Has been working with experts and 
teachers to ~elop and implement prognuns that are effective in using programs based on early 
child development. The school has gone from on of the Jowest to one of the highest scoring 
schools in the district. MaiJ~in. 
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EOJJ1jI)AIIONS 

• Theresa Heinz 

Heinz Foundation 


Bruce Anderson 

President 

Danforth Fou~dation 


,, 	 ' 

Douglas Nelson 

Executive Director 

Annie E. Casey Foundation 


Susan Bales . 

Benton Foundation 

1634 Eye Street, NW 

12th Floor 

Washington, D.C. 20006 

Phone: 202·638-5770 

Fax: 202·638·5771 


Very active in programs in a range ofchildren's issues including chUd development and learning. , 
Bales is also dle Cu.chair for the Coalition for America's Children. 

Colin Greer 

President 

The New World Fou.ndation 

100 East 85th Street 

New York, NY 10028 

Phon.: 212·249·1023 

Fax: 212-472·0508 


Doris Haire 

President 

American Foundation for Maternal and Child Health 

439 E.ast 5 I st Street 

New York, NY 10022 


. 	Phone: 212-759-5510 
Fax: 212·935·0191 
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Nick Goodham 
Robert R, McCormick Tribune Foundation 

Also rerommended by Carnegie. 

I 

Dr. William C Richardson 
President and CEO 
W. K. Kellogg Foundation" 
One Michigan, Avenue East 
Battle Creek. MI 49017 
Phone: 6 I 61968-1611 
Fax: 6161986-0413 

Lead it community corporate initiative in Battle Creek aimed at providing parent information to 
all new parents of babies born in local hospital followed up with quarterly mailing of 
developmentally appropriate materials. 

Stephen Schroeder, M.D. 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 

Per Barbara, Jeanne L. 

Charles Walgren 
HighlScQpe Educational Research Foundation 
600 North River Street ' 
Ypsilani. M148198 

Per the Department ofthe Interior, 

.. 

I . 
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CORPORATE SECTOR 

Tom Tollworthy 
President ' 
Ba.mes and Noble 

Barnes and Noble have demonstrated their interest in early learning and development working in 
partnership with other nonprofit organizations and programs. They have made significant 
contributions to the FirBooks project 

Aetna Life and Casualty 
Inaugurated a "Health Beginning" prenatal program available to all employees and their 
dependents. 

44 




RELlGIQI]S : 

Michael Lemmons 
Congress of National Black Churches 

Recom~ende<l by Carnegie, 

Rev. EHeen Lindner 
National Coun<:il ofChurches 

Recommended by Cameg~, 

Rev. Kenneth Smith 
Chicago Theological Seminary 

Recommended by Carnegie. 

AnnTuey 
Director 
Episcopal Conference for Children 
Chicago,IL 
Phone: 	847·835·1410 
Fax: 	 847·835·1452' 

The Episcopal Church has been steadily increasing their activities and developing programs in 
child care and development. and parenting education and services. 
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ENTEBTAINMENTiMEDIAlAUltroas 

• Daniel Goldman 
Author. Emotionallmelligence 

• Jeff Jacobs 
President 
Harpo Entertainment, Jru;, . ' Chli:ago, IL I 

, Oprah's Company. which is active in early development issuc:s., 

Pamel. Abrams 
Editor in Chief 
CHILD 
I J() Fifth Avenue 
New York. NY, 10011 
Phone: 212-463·1311 

Possibly Susan Lapinski, articles editor , . 

AIU1 Mutphy 
Editor in Chief, 
Parents 
685 Third Avenue 
New York. NY 10017 
212,1l78·8751 

Possibly Diane Debrovner. senior editor, 

Meredith Wagner 
Senior Vice Presidelll. Public Affairs 
Lifetime Television Network 
309 West 49th 5i., 17th floor 
New York. NY 10019 
Phone: 212-424·7126 

Cathy Trost 
Director 
Casey Journalism Center for Children and Families 
8701·B Adlephi Road 
Adelphi. MD 20783·1716 
Phone: 301·445·4971 
Fax: 30 1.44S.~6S9 
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WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT AND LEARNING: 

WHAT NEW RESEARCH ON THE BRAIN TELLS US ABOUT OUR YOUNGEST CHILDREN 


"Lcarning beginr; in the firsl days oflife. Sclentists are now discovering how young children develop emotionally and 
iJ1lcllechlallyfrom their very first days. and how importanl if is Jor parents fa begin immediately loJl.ing, singing. even 
reading to their in!anls" ..We (Jlrl:(1dy know we should SUITt reaching children before they sIan school. " 

··Prosidcnt Bill Clinton, State of the Union Address, February 4, 1997 

Today, the President and First Lady are hosting The White House COIl/erenee on Early CJUldllOad' 
Df!)'eiopment and Learning: What New Research on the Brain Tells Us About Our Youngest Children. The 
day~long conference highlights new scientific findings on brain development in very young children and point to 
the imponance of children's earliest experiences in helping them get off to .; strong and healthy start. 

Applying New Findings on Brain Development in the Earliest Years, New scientific research shows that 
experiences after hirth .. particularly in the first Ihree years of life •• have a dramatic impact on brain 
development. ThaI means thai nunuring. talking to, singing 10 and reading to our youngest children will improve 
their ability 10 learn and develop throughout their lives. The White House Conference will focus on the practical 
applications of the latest scientific research on the brain, panicularly for parents and caregivers. The conference 
will also be a call to action to all members ofsociety ~~ including the health, business. media and faith 
communities, child caJ.e providers: and government -- to use this information to strengthen Arnerica~s families. 

, 
Clinton Administration Commitment to Young Children. This conference builds on the Clinton 
Administration's investment in children and families. The Administration has invested heavily in research to help 
us better understand the importance of the first few years of life to child development and learning. Between 
1993 and 1997, funding for NIH children's research increased 25%, from $1.3 billion to $1.6 billion. 

President Clinton has also strengthened effons to support families with young children. To take just a rew 
examples, the Administration raised funding for Head Start - providing low~income children and their families 
with comprehensive education. health services, and nutrition -- by 43% over the last four years and created the 
Early Head Stan program to suppon families with children ages zero to three. The President's FY 1998 Budget 
further increases participation to reach 122,000 more children in FY 1998 than when he took office. The 
Administration also dramatically increased participation in the WIC Supplemental Nutrition Program, providing 
7.4 million pregnant women. infants., and children with nutrition packages and information and health referrals­
1.7 million more than when President Clinton took office. And his FY 1998 Budget would achieve his goal of 
full panicipation in the WIC progrnm by the end ofFY 1998. 

i 
Conference Program and Participants. During the morning session of tile conference, leading researchers and 
child development experts will discuss the new research and what it means for parents and caregivers, The 
panelists for thi' ,ession are: Dr. David Hamburg, Carnegie Corporation ofNew York (moderator); Dr. Carl. 
Shatz, University of California, Berkeley; Dr. Donald Cohen, Yale Child Study Center; Dr. Patricia Kuh!, 
University ofWashington~ Dr. Ezra Davidson. Drew University ofMedicine. Dr, T. Berry Brazelton, Harvard 
University; and Dr. Deborah Phillips, National Research CounciL The afternoon session will highlight model 
community efforts to;support parents and enhance early childhood d~velopment. The panelists include: Avance 
Family Support and Education Program, San Antonio, TX: the CEO and Chairman of the Board, The Kellogg 
Company, Battle Creek Michigan; and Ounce of Prevention, Chicago, IL. 

Broad Participation Across the Country. The morning session of the conference will be broadcast by satellite 
to over 80 locations across the country, The sateUite conferences will be co-hosted by regional federal agencies, 
local officials, and ch~tdrel1's and other organizations. 



CLINTON ADMINISTRATION EFFORTS TOSUPPORTTHE 


DEVELOPMENT OF AMERICA'S YOUNGEST CHILDREN 


"Learning begins in the first days oflife. SciCfJ/islS ure now discovering how young 
chi/aren d(!1..'Clop emotionally and intellectually from their very first days. and how important it is/or 
parents to begin immediately talking, singing. even reading to their in/llnlS.,,, We a/ready know we 
should slart teaching children befare they slart school. " 

-- President Bill Clinton. State ofthc Union Address. February 4,1997 

Recent scientific research has demonstrated that experiences during the earliest years of life ­
before childre~ reach school age - are critical to their cognitive, emotional. and physical 
development. Nurturing and stimulating children in !he fIrst years of life actually help their 
brains develop and prepare them for the challenges of school and later life, President Clinton is 
committed to giving America's children the opportunity to Jive up to their God~glven potential 
by investing in research. supporting parents and caregivers, and strengthening programs that 
provide eariy intervention to disadvantaged families, 

PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN'S HEALTH 

Supported Over 90% ofall Children's R.esearch. In fiscal year 1995, the federal government 
spent an estimated $2 billion on research and development directly related to children and youth 
- over 90";' ofall funding of children's research. Spending on children's health research al The 
Nationallnstilutes of Health (NIH) increased 25% between 1993 and 1997, and Ihis year NIH 
will spend 5904 million on research on young children alone. This research has contributed to 
the recent advances in understanding early learning and language development. 

Increased participation in WICprogram. WIC Supplemental Nutrition Program provides 
nutrition packages. nutrition education. and health referrals to low-income pregnant women, 
infants, and children, Over the past four years participation has expanded by 1.1 million from 5.7, 
to 7.4 million women, infant."!, and children. 'The increase in the President's budget proposal 
fulfills his commitment to achieving full participation in W1C by the end of 1998, Research 
shows that WI<; prenatal services save Medicaid much more than they co,st by reducing health 
care expenses in the first 60 days after birth. 

Raised Childhood ImmunizatiQR Rates to an All-Time High. The President's Childhood 
Immunization Initiative focuses on five areas: 1) improving the qua}ity and quantity of 
vaccination delivery services; 2) reducing vaccine costs for parents; 3) increasing community 
participadon. education and partnerships; 4) improving systems to monitor diseases and 
vaccinations; ~d 5) improving vaccines and vaccine use, This initiative has achieved notable 



success, In 1995, 75% oftwo-year oIds were fully immunized •• an historic high, Funding for 
childhood immuniution has doubled since fiscal year 1993, ' 

Protected the Medicaid Guarani«!or 9 Million eMldren Under 6 Years Old. This 
-Administration has protected and. preserved - and now will improve on~.. the guarantee of 
Medicaid coverage for 36 million Americans, including 9 million children under the age of 6, In 
1995, the President vetoed the Republican Medicaid block grant propesal that would have ended 
the guarantee ofcoverage for up to 4 million children by 2002. At tlle same time, the President 
worked with st~tes by granting 15 comprehensive Medicaid waiVers and approving many more 
state plan amendments that improve and expand coverage for children. 

I 

Seeks to Extelld Health Coverage to Up to 5 ,Millinn Cltildren. Although this.Administration 
has made great strides in protecting the health of Americafs neediest chHdren, there is stili much 
to be done. In:I.995 t more than 10 million American children, 80% of whom have working 
parents, had no health insurance, The President's budget takes three important steps to address 
the problem of children who lack health insurance coverage: 
1) Provides annual grants to states to cover health insurance premiums for families of 

workerS who are in-between jobs; 
2) Utilizes state partnership grants to help working families who are not eligible for 

Medicaid to purcbase private insurance for their children; and 
3) Expands Medicaid coverage by allowing states to continue Medicaid coverage for up to· 

one ye~ even if family income changes, intensifYing outreach to children who are 
currently eligible but not.enroHed, and continuing current law expansions of coverage to 
reach poor children between the ages of 13 and 18, 

I 

Fighting PedloJric AIDS. In 1994, the National Institutes of Health released new reSearch 
showing that the use of the drug AZT by HlV·infected pregnant1:"omen can reduce the risk of 
transmission from mother to child by two~thirds. In response, the Food and Drug Administration 
quickly approved changes in labeling indications for AZT to include HIV-infected pregnant 
women and, in 1995, the Centers for Disease Control began reconunending routing HIV 
counseling and voluntary HIV testing for all pregnant women. In addition, the ·President has 
conSistently supperted investment through Title IV of the Ryan White CARE Act, which 
provides grants for coordinated HIV services and access to research for children, women and 
families, SinCe 1994, $113 million has been appropriated under Title IV, with 59 organizations 
in 26 states. p'uerto Rico and the District of Columbia receiving support. , 

Protecting Mothers and Children. Due to the Clinton Administration's comprehensive strategy 
to increase access to prenatal care, the preliminary estimate for the U.S. infant mortaJity rate (the 
rate at which babies die before their first birthday) is at an historic low of less than 8 deaths per 
1,000 live births in 1995, and the proportion of mothers getting early prenatal care is at a record 
high of 81 %. ,In addition, the President spearheaded legislation requiring insurance companies to 
cover at least ~48 hour hospital stays following childbirth. In 1970. the average length of stay for 
an uncompJicated delivery was four days, but by 1992 it had declined to two days. This 
Jegislation en;:;ures that mothers and babies do not leave the hospital before they and their doctors 
decide they ate ready. The Administration is ensuring that the health needs of mothers and 

I 
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children are met by providing over $1 billion in FY 97 for Title V Maternal and Child Health 
Programs. The Maternal and Child Health Block Grant, one of the Title V programs, serves 
approximateiy 17 miHion women. infants and children, in partnership with states. In addition, 
Title V programs provide comprehensive care for children with special health needs, meet 
nutritional and!development needs ofmothers and children and help reduce infant mortality. 

I 

PreventiJIg Su'dden In/ant Deatl, Syndrome (SIDS). The Clinton Administration launched the 
Back to S1eep public education campaign to send the message to parents and health professionals 
that putting babies to sleep on their backs can reduce the risk ofSudden Infant Death Syndrome, 
Largely as a result of this campaign, SIDS deaths dropped by 30% between 1992 and 1995. 

I 

PROMOTING EARLY LEARNING 

Increased participatiun in Head Star/J created Early Head Start/of 0-3 year oids, and 
improved program quality. For more than thirty years. Head Start bas been one of our nation's 
best investments. President Clinton hus made improving and expanding Head Start a priority 
because Head Start ensures that low~income children start school ready to learn, Over the past 
five years, funding for the program has increased by 80%, and in fiscal year 1997 Head Start will 
serve 800,000 low-income children five years old and younger, Initiated in 1994, there are now 
143 Early Head Start programs across the country, expanding the proven benefits of Head 
Start to low-income families with children under three, Over the last three years, the Clinton 
Administration has also invested significantly in improving program quality and providing local 
programs \ ....ith the resources they need to attract and retain high quality teachers. The President's· 
1998 budget proposal provides a$324 million increase in Head Start's budget so that it will 
remain On course to serve J million children by 2002. 

Improved Supporl/or In/ants and Toddlers with Special Needs. Under the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), the Infants and Families Program supports the continuing 
efforts ofstates to implement high quality statewide early intervention services for infants and 
toddlers with disabilities. Over the past four years, funding for the program has increased by 48% 
or $102,5 million, During the same period, the number ofchildren served increased by 21,5%, 
An estimated 191,000 children will be served in fiscal year 1998. 

Enhanced Family literacy Program. Even Start Family Literacy is a family-focused grant 
program to improve the educational opportunities for children and their parents in low-income 
areas by integrating family literacy activities, including early childhood education, adult 
education, and parenting education. Since 1993, funding for Even Start has increased by over 
40% to support-programs jn every state and the District of Columbia. 

ProvidiJIg Funding for PaNni Resource CenUirs in 42 Slates. In addition to involving parents 
in the development of state and locaJ education pJans,'the President's Goals 2000 program , 
provides funding to establish parent resource centers that help parents jearn how to help their 
children meet high standards, The centers provide training. distribute resource materials. and 
support a variety of programs that strengthen family involvement in education. In fiscal year 
1997. funding is available for support centers in 42 states, 14 more than in 1996,, 

J 




Promoting Parents as First Teachers. The Presidentls America Reads Challenge, a campaign to 
ensure that every child can read well by the end of the third grade, includes Parents as First 
Teachers Challenge Grants to fund proven local. regional and national programs that provide 
assistance to parents to help their children become successful readers. The grants can be used to 
expand successful programs such as the Horne Instruction Program for Prescnool Youngsters 
(HIPPy) and the Parents as First Teachers (PAJ) program. They will also fund national and 
regional networks to share information on how parents can help children to read. 

IMPROVING CHILD CARE 

I 
Increased CI,ild Care Funding. Since 1993 federal funding for child care has increased by $1 
bil1ion~ providing services for over 660,000 children -- 65% of whom are under 5 years of age. 
The newly established Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) has made available $2.9 
billion to states. The new fund) uuthorize<!"and expanded by the new welfare law, will assist low~ 
income families working their 'V.'ay off welfare to obtain child care so they can work or attend 
school. 

Improved Child Care in Public Housing. The Early Childhood Development Program helps to 
provide quality child care for families living in public housing communities, as well as families 
who are homeless or at risk of becoming so. The program allows. parents or guardians who live in 
public hQusing to gct and keep jobs by ensuring that their children are eared for. In 1996, $21 
miHion was awarded to public housing sites across the country - three times more than in 1994. 

Providing High QIl4lity Child Care/or .Military Families. Under tbe Clinton Administration~ 
the Department of Defense has made important strides to improve the quality of child care for the 
children oftbe men and women who serve our country, Since 1992, the number of military child 
care facilities that are accredited by the independent National Association for the Education of 
Young Children has risen from 55 to 466. Currently. 72% of military child care programs are 
accredited, as compared to only 1% of other child care facilities nationwide. 

SAFEGUARDING THE ENVIRONMENT 

Contfolling;Clzildhood Lend Poisoning. The Administration has launched a major new effort to 
< control childhood lead poisoning. The program requires landlords and seners of older homes to 

notify prospective tenants and buyers about lead~based paint hazards, provides grants to states to 
control J~d-based paint hazards in low-income privately~owned homes, and offers technical 
assistance to ensure that lead hazard control work is done safely and efficiently, The 1997 
interim report evaluating the HUD Lead-Based Point Hazard Control grant program shows that 
median dust levels on interior window 5iUs were reduced by 85 'Yo. In addition, the number of 
children suffering from lead poisoning dropped from L7 minion in the late 198051 to about 
930.000 in the mid·J990s. 

Protecting Our Children's Environment. Because their bodies are s.till developing, children are 
among the most vulnerable to pollution in the air, water and soil. In 1995, the Clinton 
Administration began requiring that children receive first consideration when EPA assesses 
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environment~1 hazards and sets public health standards. In addition, the Clinton Administration 
has strengthened environmental protections for children by: proposing to strengthen air quality 
standards for soot and smog to protect children from air pollution, particularly those with asthma; 
speeding the clean-up oftwo~thirds of the nation's toxic waste sites to protect the JO million 
children under age 12 who live within four miles of a toxic waste dump; strengthening drinking 
water protections to ensure that drinking water is free of microbial contaminants~ expanding 
families' tigh~ to know about environmental health risks that infants and children face to heJp 
them make informed decisions about their children '5 exposure to these risks; issuing advisories 
about conttuninated fish so parents can protect children from cancer~ctlUsing PCBs; and 
educating parents about the effects of second-hand smoke~ which annually results in 7,500 to 
15,000 hospitalizations of infants and children under 18 months of age. 

STRENGTHENING FAMILIES 

Passed Family and Medical Leave. The President fought for the passage of the FamiJyand 
Medical Leave Act (FMLA) that allows workers to take up to 12 weeks unpaid leave to care for a 
newborn or adopted child, to attend to their f!wn serious health needs, or to care for a seriously ill 
parent, child or spouse. In June 1996, President Clinton proposed expanding FMLA to allow 
workers to take up to 24 unpaid bours off each year for school and early childhood education 
activities, routine family medical care, and additional activities related to caring for an elderly 
relative. Last week. the President a~ked Federal agencies to impfcment his expanded leave 
policy immediately for Federal ~orkers" 

Improved Children's Television. The President announced a breakthrough agreement with the 
medja and entertainment industry to develop a television ratings system to enable parents to 
protect their chHdren from violence and adult content. In addition, the Administration has given 
parents greater control over what their children watch on television by requiring the installation 
of anti· violence screenJng chips ("V_chips") in all new televisions. 

Reducing Child Abuse and Domestic Violence. The Administration created the Safe 
Streets/Safe Kids initiative to make community responses to child abuse and neglect more 
comprehensive and coordinated in an effort to break the cycle ofcarly childhood victimization 
and later delinquency, The Administration also put in place a nurse home visitation program for 
low~incorne firsHime mothers, Studies have shown that home visitation programs are successful 
- for exampi,c, reducing cigarette smoking during pregnancy by 25% and reducing mistreatment 
of children from birth to age 2 by 80 percent. The Clinton Administration has also taken 
significant steps to reduce domestic violence. For example, the Rural Domestic Violence and 
Child Victimization Enforcement Grant Program helps law enforcement agencies, courts 
community organizations and businesses to work toward carly identification, intervention and 
prevention ofdomestic violence and child victimization in rural areas. Finally. the President is 
committed to finding stable and permanent homes for children who cannot remain safely at 
home. As a result, the Administration announced Adoption 2002, a plan to double the number of 
children adopted or placed in permanent homes each year by the year 2002. 
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WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON 

EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT AND LEARNING 


POLICY ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Today, the President and First Lady are hosting The White House Conf.,ence on Early Childhood 
Deve/opment andLearning: What New ResearcIJ on the Brain Tells Us About Our Youngest 
Children. The day-long conferenee highlights new scientific findings on brain development in very young 
children and points to~the importance of children's earliest experiences in helping them get off to a strong 

. and healthy start and reach their full potential. 

Clinton Administration Commitment to Young Children. The CJinton Administration has invested 
heavily in research to help us better understand the importance of the first few years oflife to child 
development and learning. President Clinton has also strengthened efforts to support families with young 
children by investing in Head Start .nd Early Head Start, the WIC Supplemental Nutrition Program, 
immunization and other early childhood programs. 

, 

At the conference, the President wiU make a series ofpolicy announcements that build on the Clinton. 
Administration's commitment to young children: 

Improving the Quality of Child Care By Learning from the Military, Child care experts believe that 
the mmtary child care system is now the best in the country. The President is issuing an executive 
memorandum direc~ing the Secretary ofDefense to use the Department's ~pertise to help improve child 
care across the nation. The memorandum urges the Department to consider: (1) creating partnerships 
with civilian child care centers in the community to help them improve quality; (2) providing training 
courses for civilian child care providers; (3) sharing the materials and models for worker training, 
accreditation and evaluation. facility design, financing, and other ingredients of the military's success; and 
(4) working with States and local governments to enable military child care facilities to serve. as training 
sites for welfare recipients moving from welfare to work. 

Providing Health Coverage for Children. The President's fiscal year 1998 budget includes a children's 
health initiative that will extend coverage to up to 5 million uninsured children by the year 2000 by 
strengthening Medicaid for poor children, building innovative State programs to provide coverage fur 
working families, and continuing health coverage for children ofworkers who are between jobs, Today, 
the Association of American Medical Colleges issued a letter ofsupport for the Clinton Administration's 
children's health proposal. 

lmportance of Early Education. The President recognizes that children must be nurtured and 
stimulated in the earliest years. That is why he is announcing two initiatives geared toward early learning. 

• Expanding Early Head Start. The Department of Health and Human Services is requesting 
proposals for new Early Head Start programs to expand Early Head Start enrollment by one-third 
next year. Created by the Clinton Administration in 1994, the Early Head Start program brings 
Head Start' s successful comprehensive, serv!ces to families with children ages zero to three and to 
pregnant women. 

• Giving Parents and Caregivers Early Childhood Tools. The President's America Reads 
Challenge is releasing "Ready*Set*Read" early childhood development activity kits. The kits 



offer suggestions to families and caregivers about developmentally appropriate activities for 
children ages zero to five. They will be distributed in May to early childhood programs across the 
country and to callers to the Department ofEducation', 1·800·USA·LElARN hotline. 

Safe Start. The Department ofJustice is establishing "Safe Start" to change the way law enforcement 
officers respond t~ children who are the victims of or witnesses to ~iolence. The program will provide 
tratning on earty childhood development to community police officers, prosecutors. probation and parole 
officers, school persopnel and mental health providers. It will better prepare law enforcement officials to 
respond to young children exposed to violence and can help prevent today's children from turning into 
tomoITow)s criminals. The initiative i~ built on the successful partnerships between community police 
officers and mental health providers funded by DOl in New Haven. Connecticut and three other 
communities. 

• 




MQRNING PAN ..!. PARTICIPANTS 

I)l', D~vid A. Hll.lilburg, Jl res ident of the Carnegie CoqJt)nHiQu of New York . 

Among the many p:rojccts completed in hlS tenure was the production of .<:"wl'fin;; I'aillfs, the 1~94 seminal 

report on early chi!?hood development. Dr. Hambuf£ has served on numerous polky boards. including his 

current pOSition on the board of the President's Committc:c of Advisors on Science and TCdUlOlogy. In 19%, 

President Clinton besto\\'c<! Onto Dr. Humburg the Presidential Medal of Freedom.
.. 
Dr. Donald J. Cohen. Din:Ctor of the Yale' University Child Study Center 
The Yale Child Study Center is internationally rccogni~ for lis multi disdp!inary programs ofclinical and 
basic rescarch, profcssional educa(IOn, and dini';:lll services and advocacy for children and families. Dr. 
Cohen is also the Irving Harris Professor of Child Psychiatry, Pediatrics and Psychology at the Yale School of 
Medicinc. His research hns fO¢uscd on urban cllild development and approaches 10 inlervcntlon, as well i\S 

studics of tile impact ofviolcllCC and trauma Oil children and families in the United States and abroad. 

Dr. Carla J. Shatz. Professor of Ncurobiulogy at the University of Californiil. Berkeley 
Her ongoing studic~ Qrbr..in development have gained her nUl1lerous honors, including the SOCiC1Y for 
NCUfOSCKmCe Young Im'cstigalor Award in 1985 IDld the Charles A, Dana Award rOf Pionocring 
Achievement in Health and Education in 1995. Dr. Shatz is the immediate past president of the 24,000 
member Society for Neuroscience. 

Ill". Patricia K. Knhl. Chair of Speech and Headng Sdcm:cs at the UniversilY ofWashiogtoo 
Dr. Kuhl's rcscltrch focusc~ 011 languase and speech development, and the results or her ~tHdies hn\'c 
illustrated how inf,lI;lS' early e:qx:ricncc plays a role in the acquisition of language. She is n Fellow or the 
American Association for the Advancement ofScicncc, lhe American Psychological Society, and the 
Acous! ierl! SociclY (if Amcrica. 

Hr. Ezta C. Davidson, Jr,. PrQfessor of the Department or Obstciri<:s and GYllccolog..'" at the Charles 
R. Drew University of Mediclnc and Science. Los Angeles, California 
Dr. Du\'idson also holds proressorships at the University ofCali fomi a, Los Angeles and the Dartmouth 
School of Mcdicinc. ' He has led an aclivc career in research, education, and clinical and publk service, 
serving, for cxampkl. as prcsidclli of the American College ofObstetricians and Gynccologists and as c1wir of 
the Secretary of Health and Iluman Serviccs> Advisory Committee on Infant MOr1illity, He ,currently charrs 
the Advisory Commi.Hcc for Rc;m:xluctivc Health Drugs for lhe Food and Drug. Administration, 

Dr. 'I'. Herry Brazelton, Clinkal Professor of Pediatrics Emeritus.at Harvard Medical School 

Dr. Bra/£l!on is a widely .,cdaimcd pedi8tridan. author, and professor, who has served ;is president of the 

Society [or Research· ill Child Development and of the National Center for Clinical fofM! Programs. Dr, 

Brazelton is also an activc member of Ihe Child Development Unit al Children's Hospital in Boston, 

M.,ssachusctts. ' 


Or. Deborah Phillips, Director of the Board on Children. \'outh and Families of the National Research 

Council's Commission on Social and Behavioral Sciences and the Institute of Medicine 

Dr. Phillips is an expert in child care policy. She wllS the first DlrC(;tor of the Child Curc fnfonnetion Service 

of the National Association for the Education ofYoung Children. and serves 00 numerous advisory groups 

that address child and family policy issues. including ihc Task Force on Meeting the Needs of Y<rung 

Children of the: Carnegie Corporation of New York and the Advisory Committee on Services for Families 

with Infmus. and Toddlers of the U.S. Administration for Children, Youlh and Families: 


http:Emeritus.at


AFIERNOON PAtsEL PARTICIPANTS 

Arnold Langbo. CEO. The Kellogg Company. Battle Creek, Michigan 
L-asl fall, Kellogg ~nunchcd "Learning Now!" a community~wjdc partnership between loonJ business and 
education leaders to provide practical cady brain development information to evCl)' Bmtie Creek parent and 
cnregiver. The campaign includes print, radio and TV ads, mailings to parents ,~ith infonnation tailored to the 
age of their children. and brown-bag lunches in hundreds of businesses. The goal is to ensure that every 
student arrives <It school ready to learn. 

Gloria Rodriguez. President and CEO. AVANCE, Inc. Family Support find Education Programs, 
Texas 
The A VANCE Program, founded by Dr. Rodriguez in 1973, is a widely acclaimed community and school­
based family support program that SCIYeS o\'cr 7,000 tow~incomc children and parents a year in 
predominantly Hispanic communities lhroughout Texas. AVANCE operates in public housing centers, 
elementary schools. and through its family service centers. It presents classes on child dc\'clopment and 
parenting nctivitics, conducts home visits by trained stllff, rcaehes: out 10 fathers, and disseminatcs 
inrormation on community services and education classes and job training_ 

Sbeita Amaning. Co-Pres.ident. OlRrlotte Mecklenburg Schools Early Childhood PTA, North Carolina 
This Enrl)' Childhood PTA gives parenlS of pre-school age children the opportunity to shnre ideas with each 
other and become involved in their children's learning [rom Ihe start, Ms. Amllning has participated in this 
Enrl)' Childhood PTA since her son W;IS two ycars old. 

Melvin Wearing. Chief of Police. New Haven, Connecticut 
With support from the Dcpnrtrnc:nt ofJuSlice, the New Haven Police Department has partnered with mental 
health clinicians alilie Yale Child Study Center [0 dcvclop inn{wative ways in which community pOlice 
offi(:Cfs can deliver, bettcr serve children aad families exposed to violence. , 
Harriet Meyer, Executive Director. Ounce of Prevention. Chicago, Illinois 
The Ounce of Prevention Fund combines public resources with private funds to develop and tcst innovative 
early intervention strategies for replication. The Ounce's Center for Successful Child Development provides 
child care, Head Start and Early Head Slnrt. home \'isits, medical care. and other services to famities in publi<: 
housing. The Ounce's Beethoven ProjCC1 was one of the models for the fcdcful Eody Head St.1tt ptogram 
established in 1994, 

Rob Reiner. Founder."1 Am Your Child" Campaign 
The "1 Am YQUI Child" camP<'lign Jaunched this vlcck brings together cnlCItainmcnt leaders. OOtpOrations, 
foundations, elected officials, and early childhood experts to work together to promote family and community 
Im'ol\'cmcnt in the ear1y stages ofyoung children's livcs. J 

Gov. Bob Miller. Governor of Nevada. Chair or the National Governors~ Association lind Co-Chair of 
the National Governors' Association's Children's Task Force 
The Nalio!l.11 Govcritots' Association has formed the Children '5 Tnsk Force to explore what actions states 
can takt to enhance early childhood development. 
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WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON 
I EARLY CHILDHOODDEVELOPMENT AND LEARNING 

POLlCY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Today. the Preside~t and First Lady are hosting The White House Conference on Early CI,ildJrood 
Development and Learning: Wltat New Rescarch .on the Brain Tells, Us About Our Youngest 
Cltildren. The day-:long conference highljghts new scientific findings on brain deveiopmenHn very young 
children and points tQthe importance ofchildren's earliest experiences in helping them get atTto a strong 
and healthy start and reach their full potential. 

. I 
_Clinton Administration Commitment to Young Children. The Clinton Administration has inveSted 
heavily in research to help us better understand the importance of the first few years of life to child 
development and learning" President Clinton has also strengthened efforts to support families with young 
children hy investing in Head Start and Early·Head Start, the WIC Supplemental Nutrition Program, 
immunization and other early childhood programs, 

I 

At the conference. the President will make a series of policy announcements that buiId on the Ctinton.', 
Administration's commitment to'young child,ren: 

Improving the Quality of Child Care By Learning from the Military. Child care experts believe that 
the military child care system is now the best in the country. The President is issuing an executive 

, memorandum directing the Secretary o( Defense to use the Department's expertise to help improve child 
care across the natil?n, The memorandum urges the Department to consider: (1) creating partnerships 
with civilian child care centers in the community to help them improve quality; (2) providing training 
courses for civ.ilian child care 'provtders~ (3) sharing the matenals and models fur worker training, 
accreditation and evaluation, facility design, financing. and other ingredients of the military's success; and , 
(4) working with Stfltes and local governments to enable military child care facilities to serve as training 
sites: for welfare recipients mOvlng from welfare to work. 

Providing Healtb Coverage for Children. The President's fiscal year 1998 budget includes a children's 
health initiative that will extend coverage to up to 5 million uninsured children by the year 2000 by 
strengthening MediCaid for poor children. building innovative State programs to provide coverage for 
working families, an'd continuing health coverage for children of workers who are between jobs. Today" 
the Association of American Medical CoUeges issued it letter ofsupport for the Clinton Administration's 
children's health proposal. 

, 

Importance of Early Education. The President recognizes that children must be nunured and 
stimulated in the earliest years, That is why he is. announcing two initiatives geared toward early learning. 

I, 

• Expanding Early Head Start. The Department ofHealth and Human Services is requesting 
proposals for new Early Head Start programs to expand Early Head Start enrollment by one-third 
next year. Created oy the Clinton Administration in 1994, the Early Head Start program brings 
Head Start's successful comprehensive selvices. to families with children ages zero to three and Lo ,
pregnant women 

i 
" ~jving Parepts and,Caregivers Early Childhood Tools. The President's America Reads 

Challenge is ~eleasjng "Ready*'Set*Read" early childhood developm.ent activity kits.. The kits 



offer suggestions to families and caregivers about developmentally appropriate activities for 
children ages zero to five. They will be distributed in May to early childhood programs across the 
country and to caUers to the Depanment of Education's j·800.USA·LEARN hotline. 

Sare Start. The Department of Justice is establishing "Safe Start" to change the way law enforcement 
officers respond to children who are the victims of or witnesses to violence. The program will proVide 
training on early childhood development to community police officers, prosecutors, probation and parole 
officers, school persopnel and mental health providers, It will better prepare law enforcement officials to 
respond to young c~jldren exposed to violence and can help prevent today's children flam turning into 
tomorrow's crimina,is, The initiative i? built on the successful partnerships between community police 
officers and mental health providers funded by DO] in New Haven, Connecticut and three other 
communities. 

\, 
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CONFERENCE ON EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT AND LEARNING 

DATE: April 17, 1997 
LOCATION: The East Room 
TIME: 1st Panel: 10:45 am - I :00 pm 

2nd Panel: 2:45 pm - 4:30 pm 
FROM: Bruce ReedJElena Kagan 

I. PURPOSE 

10 call attention to new scientific research on brain development in very young children 
and the. practical applications of these findings, This is also an opportunity to showcase 
what your AdminJstration already has done to enhance early childhood development and 
to announce some new initiatives. 

,, 
II. BACKGROUND, 

, 
You and the First Lady will be hosting two panel discussions, with the Vice President and 
Mrs.,Gore joining you for the afternoon session. During the morning session ofthe 
conference, leading researchers and child development experts will discuss the new 
research and what it means for parents and caregivers, The afternoon session will 
highlight model community efforts to support parents and enhance early childhood 
development. The First Lady will moderate the afternoon session. 

The morning session will be bro~dcast to approximately 100 satellite sites attended by, 
among others, subcabinet officials, and regional administrators. The hosts of these 
satellite lconferences will put on programs oftheir own in the afternoon. . 

This conference builds on the Administration's investment in children and families..The 
Administration has invested heavily in research to help us better understand the 
importance ofthe first few years of a child's life, including increasing the funding for NIH 
children's research by 25%, from $1.3 billion to $1.6 billion, In addition, the 
Administration raised funding for Head Start by 43% over the last four years and created 
the Early ~ead Start prognim to support families with children ages zero to three. Your 
FY 1988 Budget further increases participation in the Head Start program to reach 
122,ooO,Olore children in FY 1998 than when you first took office, The Administration 
also dramatically increased participation in the \VIC Supplemental Nutrition Program. . . 



This conference is an opportunity for you to annOunce the following new poli!;)! 
annQuncements: 

• 	 Executive Memorandum to DOD: Based on, reports from child care experts that the 
military child care system is now the best in the country, you wHl he issuing an executive 
memorandum directing the Secretary of Defense to use the Department's expertise to help 
improve child care across the nation. The memorandum urges the Department to 
consider: (I) creating partnerships with civilian child care centers in the community to help 
them improve quality~ (2) providing trainjng courses for civilian child care providers; (3) 
sharing the materials and models for worker training. accreditation and evaluation, facility 
design, financing. and other ingredients of the military's success~ and (4) working with, 
States and local governments to enable military child care facilities to serve as training 
sites for welfare recipients moving from welfare to work. 

• 	 Children's Health Initiative: You will announce that the Association of American 
Medical Colleges issued a letter ohupport for your children's health proposal, Your FY 
1998 budget proposal includes a children's health initiative that will extend coverage to up 
to 5 miltion uninsured children by the year 2000 by strengthening Medicaid for poor 
children. building innovative State programs to provide coverage for working families, and 
continu,ing health coverage for children of workers who are between jobs, 

• 	 Expanding Early Head Start. The Department of Health and Human Services is 
requesting proposals for new Early Head Start programs to expand Early Head Start 
enrollment by one-third next year. Created by the Clinton Administration in ) 994. the 
Early Head Start program brings Head Start's successful comprehensive services to 
families with children ages zero to three and to pregnant women, 

• 	 America Reads Early Childhood Kits: ~'Ready, Set., Read." America Reads is releasing 
early childhood development activity kits that offer suggestions to families and caregivers 
about developmentally appropdate activities for children'ages zero to five. They will be 
distributed in May to early childhood programs across the Country and to callers to the 
Department ofEducation'. l-800-USA-LEAR."I hotline, (The kits are being handed out 
to aU ofthe participa~ts and press at the conference,) 

• 	 Safe Start. The Department ofJustice is establishing "Safe Start" to change the way law 
enforcement oflicers respond to children who are the victims ofor witnesses to violence, 
The program win provide training on early childhood development to community police 
officers; prosecutors. probation and parole officers, school personnel and mental health' 
providers. It will better prepare law enforcement officials to respond to young children 
exposed', to violence, The initiative is built on the successful partnerships between 
commu~ity police officers and mental ,health providers funded by DOJ in New Haven, 
Connecticut and three other communities. (*The New Haven Police ChiefwiU be 
participating in the afiernooli panel to discuss the success of this partnership in New 
Haven,) 



111. PARTICIPANTS 


Briefing participants: 

The FirSt Lady 

John Podesta 
Bruce Reed 
Elena Kagan 
Melanne ¥ervcer 
Sarah Farnsworth 
Carolyn Curicl 

I 
Morning Pltnel Pllrtlduants; 
The President 
The First Lady 
Dr. David A. Hamburg. Presidenl oflhc 
Comegie Corport!:lionofNew York 

Dr. Donnld 1. Cohen, Difootor orthc ¥Ale 
Child Study Center (Behavior Development) 

Dr. Carla J. Shutz, Professor of Neurobiology. 
Uni'l. of Clllifomill, Berkeley (Neuroscience 
Overview) 

Dr. Patricia K. Kuhl, Spc~h and Hearing 
Sciences at the Vniversity ofWashinglon 
(Language/CQgnilive Dl..'Velopmcnl) 

Dr, El.ra 'C. Davidson, Jr., Drew UOlvcnlity 
of Medicine (Obstetrician) 

Dr. T. Beny Brazelton, Harvard Medical 
School (pediatrician) 

Dr. Debornh Phillips, Institute ofMcdkine 
(Child c;are o;pert) 

IV. 	 PRESS PLAN 

Open. 

Aft~rnoog Eline! Pnrtlclpl1Db 
The President 
The Firs! Lady 
Mrs. Gore . 
The Vicc Presidenl 
Arnold Langbo, Kellog Col'p()ralion 
DL Gloria Rodriguez., Avuncc Progrnm 
Sheila An13ning. Early Childhood PTA 
Melvin Wearing, New Haven Police Chi¢f 
H:micl Meyer, Ounce ofPrevt:ntion 
Rob Reiner. "I Am Your Child" Campilign 
Governor Bob Miller. Nevndn 

V. 	 SEQUENCE OF EVENTS FOR FIRST PANEL 
- You y.-iU briefly greet paneiists in the Blue Room, 
- Panelists are announced into the East Room and take seats at table. 
- You and the First Lady are announced into the room an~ proceed to the podium. 
- The First Lady makes welcoming remarks from the podium and introduces you. 
~ You make (~marks from the podium 
- You and the First Lady then take seats at the table. 
- You will calI on the first speaker, David Hamburg to open the discussion. 
- David Hamburg makes remarks and introduces the next three consecutive speakers. 
- Dr. Donald 1. Cohen makes remarks. 
- Dr. Carla J. Shatz makes remarks. 
- Dr. Patricia K. Kuhf makes remarks. 
- You will thank the first three speakers and call on the next three speakers to discuss the 

implications of the information being discussed, beginning with Ezra Davidson" 
~ Ezra Davidson will make remarks. 
- The ~resjdent will ask E:1!'fa Davidson a follow-up question. 



- Dr. Berry Brazelton will make remarks. 
- The First Lady will ask Dr'-Berry Brazelton a follow~up question . 
• Dc Deborah Phillips will make remarks, 
~ ¥ou will ask a follow-up question 
- At this point, you and the First Lady can poSe one or two additional questions to any of 
the pa~elist~. 


- You ~ilI.thank participants and close event. 

, 

SEQUENCE FOR SECQND PANEL (All speakers are SEATED while speaking) 
- You win briefly greet participants 1n the Blue Room. 
- The pane1ists are announced into the East Room and take their seats. 
- You, the First Lady. the Vice President, and Mrs. Gore are introduced into room and 

take seats. 
~ Mrs. Gore makes welcoming remarks. 
- The Vice Presjdent makes remarks and introduces the First Lady to moderate the 

discussion, 
~ The First Lady introduces all the panel participants and calls 011 them individually to 
speak,heginning with M" Arnold Langbo, 

~ Mr. Arnold Langbo makes remarks. 
.. You ~uId ask Mr, Langbo a follow-up question, 
~ Dr, Gloria Rodriquez makes remarks. 
- The Vice President asks Dr, Gloria Rodriguez a follow-up question. 
- Sheila Arnaoiog makes remarks. 
~ Mrs, Gore asks Sheila Amaning a question. 
~ Police Chief Melvio Wearing makes: remarks. 
~ You could ask a follow up question to Police Chief Wearing, 
- Harriet Meyer makes remarks, 
- You could ask a fonow~up question to Harriet Meyer 
- Rob Reiner makes remarks. 
- You could ask a follow-up question to Rob Reiner. 
~ Governor Miller makes remarks. 
- You ~II thank Govemor Miller and other participants alld make closing remarks. 

I 
VI. REMARKS 

Morning Panel: Opening and closing remarks prepared by Speechwriting. 

A~ernoon Pane!: Closing Remarks prepared by Speechwriting 


VTI. ATTACHMENTS 

- ~ios on panelists 

- Script ofeach panel 

- Administration Accomplishments 

- 0-3 Poll Executive Summary 

- Letter of support from the Association of American Medical CoIfeges 




FIRST PANEL OUTLINE OF EVENTS 


The President op'ens discussion following his remarks by introducing David Hamburg., who will 
serve as moderator for the first panel. ' 

David Hamburgl President of the Carnegie Corporation of New York 
The Carnegie Corporation produced the Seminal 1994 Study "Starting Points." Last year David 
Hamburg received the Presidential Medal of Freedom. 

David Hamburg will make very brief remarks and introduce the panelists. The following three 
speakers win make consecutive presentations: 

Dr. Donald Cohen, Director of the Yale Child Study Center 
Dr. Cohen will discuss emerging knowledge in the field ofbehavioral development 

Dr. Carla Shatz, Professor Neurobiology ot tbe University of California, Berkeley 
Dr. Shatz w'ill explain brain development and wiring. 

Dr. Patricia Kuhl (COOL), Chair, Department of Speech and Hearing Sciences, 

University of Washington. 

Dr. Kuhl will discuss how infants Jearn language. 


It is important to move Quickly to the second portion of the panel where'there is a greater 

opportunity for discussion. Below is a suggested question ifyou would like to make 

comments at this time. 

OP[foNAL QUEST/Ot:J. (to KlInll: Can YOlllelllls more abOUI how Ihe interacllons 
between chill/ren and adults affect cllilllren',flanguage development? 

The President will turn to the next three speakers Oil the panel and ask them to discuss the 
impUcations of this scientific reseatch in each of their fields. 
"We're now going Ii> Ilearfrom three experts in obstetrics, pediatrics. anti child care. They are 
going to tell us holV they make use ofthis knowledge to help parents ami c1tilflren. " 

Dr. Ezra Davidson, Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Charles Drew University of 
Medicine and Science, Los Angeles 
Dr. Davidson is an expert on prenatal and perinatal services and their importance for early 
childhood development. 

SUGGESTED (JU/iST1QN: How can we encourage people wlto work lvith expecting 
parents to talk to them abouttl.ll! imp0r/ttnce ofearly let/millg? 

http:abouttl.ll


Dr* T. Berry Brazelton, Harvard Medical School 
Dr. Brazeltoriis America's best~kitown pediatrician. He has written 26 books on subjects relating 
to child deve(o~ment. He will discuss the pediatrician's- role in early childhood deve1opment. . 

ELOTUS QUEST/O!:!.: As I men/jonetl earlier, ti,e orgflnit.lltion Zero to. Three Imlay 
releflScd. lite results ofa nationwide 'survey ofparents ofyoung chifdren, lvhich tries to 
find out what parent.f know and what they don't know about their chiidren ts 
development 11 is clear from lite poll'sfindings tllat parents are !tanglY for 
in/ormation on how to enilance their chi/(/ren IS development. Dr. Brazelton. what are 
the bests ~hings that e:£m.pllrent can do to nurture their young ~/tildren. 

,, 
Dr. Deborah Phillips, Director of the Board on Children, Youth and Families of the, 
National Research Council's Commission on Social and Behavioral Sciences and the 
Institute of M~dicine. 
Dc Phillips is an expert in child ~are services; she will talk abollt the implications ofthis new 
scientific re~earch for how we care for our youngest children. 

I 
SllGGESTED QUESTION: How can we equip parents to figure out what child care 
settings ....;11 be goodfor llteir cld/,tren? 

n.OTUS QUESTION Some people argue that >vltat this research really tells us is that 
women itith very yoUitg c1tildren sl,oulJn't UJOrH outside oftire /tome. Cali you 
comment on that? 

I 

The President then thanks participants and makes closing remarks. 

j, , 

l 

i 
I 



MORNING PANEL SEOUENCE OF SPEAKERS 

Mrs, Ointon makes wekoffiing remarks. 

The President makes remarks. 

Dr. Dayid A. Hambun. President of tho Carnegie Corporation ofNew York, introdu~cs panelists. 

Dr. Donald J. Cob;;:n. Director of the Yole University Child Study Ccuter, will diseuss emerging 
knowledge in the field Qfbehavioral development. 

Dr. Carta Sbatk, Professor of Neurobiology at the University of Catifomia. Berkeley. will cxptain 
brain development and wiring. . 

Dr. Patricia Kuhl. Chair of Speech ond Hearing Scienoos at the University ofWashington, will 
discuss how infants learn language. 

The Presidelfllhonks finllhree panelists and calls Oil nc.x/three. 

Dc. Ezra Dayidson, Jr•• Professor of ObSletrics nud Gynecology at tlm Charles R. Drew UniYCfsity 
of Medicine and Science> win discuss the imporlance of prenatal and perinatal services to carll' child 
development. . 

The President asks a question. 

Or. T. kerr Brazeltpn. Clinical Professor ofPcdiatrics Emeritus at Harvard Medical School, \\ill 
discuss the pediatrician's role in early childhood development. 

The First lAdy asks a question. 

Dr. DebOrah Phillips, Director of the Board on Children, Youth and Families of the National. 
Rcscareh Courn:il's Commission on Socinl and Behavioral Sciences nod the Institute of MceHcine, 
will discuss the implications'of new scientific research for child carc. 

nit! Preiident asks a question. 

11#c First Lady asks a questiOlt 

The President win make dosing remarks. 



Dr. David A. Hamburg, "resident of the Cllrnegie Corporation of New York 
Among the mAny projccts completed in his {cnurc was the l'roouc(ion ofSulrfing Polms, the 1994 seminal 
report Oil early childhood development Dr. Hnmburg has served on numerous P?licy boards, including his 
<:urrcnt position on the board of the President's Committee ofAdvisors on Seience and Tedmology, In 19%, 
President Clinton bestowed On1(1 Dr. Hamburg the Presidential Medal of Freedom. 

" 

Dr, DonaJd J. Cohen, Directot of ihe Yale Untversity Child Study Center 
The Yale Child Study Ccnter is internationally recognb·.o;j for its mull; disciplinary progmms of clinica! and 
basic research. professional education, mid clinical s'crviccs and advocacy for children and families, Dr. 
Cohen is also the Irving Harris Professor of Child Psychiatry, Pedialrics and Psychology at (he Yale School of 
Medicine, His research has focused <m w-ban child development and approaches to intervention, as we" as 
studies of the impact ofviolence and trauma on children and families in the United Slates and abroad. 

Dr. Carra J. Shatz,' Professor of Neurobiology at the University of California. Berkeley 

Her ongoing studies:ofbrain de\'c!opmenl have gained her numerous honors, including the Society for 

Neuroscience Young Investigator Award in I985 and the Charles A, Dana Award [or Pioneering 

Achievement in Health and Education in )995, Dr. Shatz is the immediate past president of tile 24,000 

member Society for Neuroscience. 


Dr. Patricia K, Kuhl. Chair nfSpeech and Jrcuring Sdences at the University of Washington 

Dr. Kuhl' s research focuses 011 laaguagc and speech development, and the rC~iUl!s of hcr studies have 

illustrated how infants' early e~perience plays a roie in the acqulsition oflanguagc. She is a Fellow Qfthe 

American Association for the Advancement o[Science, the AmeriC1Hl Ps),ehologica-I Socicly, and the 

Acousticat Society ofAmerica" 


Dr. Ezra C. I)avidson. Jr•• Professor or the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology at the Charles 
It Drew University (ir Medicine and Science. Los Angeles. California 
Dr. Davidson also holds professorships Ilt the Uni"erstty ofCnlifomia, Los Angeles and the Dartmouth 
School of Medicine. He has led an active career in research, 'education, and clinical and public service, 
serving, for example,. as president of the American College ofObstetricians llnd Gynecologists and as chnir of 
the Secrctnry of Health nnd Human Services' Advisory Committee on Infant Mortality. He currcntly chairs 
the Advisory COnUnlHce for Reproductive Heahh Drugs for the Food and Drug AdministmtiOI1. 

Dr. T. Berry 8razelton, Oin.cal Professor of Pediatrics ElUcriiu.s at Harvard Medienl Seh.06) 

Dr. Brazelton i;;; a wiqdy acclaimed pediatrician, author, and professor. who h~s scrve<f as president ofthc 

Society for Rcscarch in Child Development and of the National Center for Clinical (nfant ProgralUs. Dr. 

Brazelton is also an active member of the Chird De"elopment Unit·at Children's Hospital in Boston, 

Massachusclts. 


, 
Dr, lkborah Phillips, Director ()hhe Board Qn Childten. YQuth nnd FamJlles of the Natiomil Research 
Council's Commission 011 Social and Behavioral Sciences and the Institute of Medicine 

"Dr. Phillips is iln expert ill child care policy. She was the rlfst Dircctor of the Child Care hlforlllalioll $en'icc 
of the Natioual Association for !.he Education "fYoung Children, and serves on numerous advisol), groups 
that address child awj family policy Issues, including the Task Forcc.(ju Meeting the Needs ofYcmng 
Children of tile Carnegie Corporation orNew York and the Advisory COJllmlHce on Sefvices for families 
with Infants and Toddlers of Ihe U.S. Administration for Children, '{oulll and Fnmi lies_ ' 



SECOND PANEL 

(Sugge.<ted questions are for POTUS unless otherwise indicated) 
- Mrs. Gore will make welcoming remarks and introduce tlte Vice President. 

The Vice President .will make remarks and introduce the First Lady to moderate. 
.. The First Lady wilt introduce panelists and call on Mr. Lnngbo to make remarks. 

Mr. Arnold Langbo, CEO, The Kellogg Company, Battle Creek, Michigan 
Last fall, Kellogg launched a community~wide effort to provide practical early brain development information to 
every Battle Creek parent and caregiver,, . 

SUGGES,LED. QUES.TION: Wllnt kind ofemployment policies enn businesses adopt to suppm1their 
employees as parents? 

Dr. Gloria Rodriguez, Founder, President and CEO, AVANCE, (A-VON-SAY) Inc., T .... 

The A VANCE Program is • Widely .cciaimedcommunity and school-based family support program that serves 

children and parents in low·incorne hispanic families throughout Texas. 


'VPASKS QUESTION: Can you lell us about lite role offntllerS in A VANCE" 

Sheila Amaning (A-MON-Il'iGj, Co-President, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Early Childhood PTA, North 
C.rolina As a parent, as co· president of the Early Childhood PTA, and as an employee of a non-profit that 
provides: information to parents on early learning. she is committed to enhancing childhood development. 

MRS. GORE ASKS QUESTWN: What /Jave you iearnel/from oilier parents ami teachers in tilt! 
Early ChiltlllOotl PTA program tltat has helpedyou as a parent? 

Melvin Wearing, New Haven Chief of Police, New Haven, Connecticut 
Through, DOl-funded program, Police ChiefWe,ring works in partnership with the Y,le Child Study Center to 
train community police officers to use child development principles in their work. . 

SUGGES,l1W QUES,TION: Do you think Ihis effort will help 10 relluce crillle in Ihe long term? 

Harnet Meyer, Executive Director, Ounce of Prevention, Chicago, Illinois 
The Ounce of Prevention Fund is a statewide program in Illinois that develops innovative early childhood 
programs and runs model Early Head Start and child care programs. . ' , . 

SUGGESTED OUESTION: What tIo you think are Ihe advantages ofhome ),j"jling? 

i . ­
Rob Reiner, Castle Rock Entertainment. l<:ounder of the "'I Am Your Childt> Campaign 

The "I Am Your Child" campaign being announced this: week brings together entertainment leaders, 

corporations. early childhood experts, etc. to work together to promote family and community involvement in 

the early stages ofyoung chitdren' s lives. 


SU(,'GESTfilJ QUESTION: WIlDt ,io you think is the metlia 's respoHsihih'ty 10 improve clliMrcn's 
til'e." throllglt tlte enlertainment Illey prol'ide? ,, 

Gov. Bob Miller, Governor of Nevada, Chair of the National Governors' Assodation and Co-Chair of tbe 
NationaJ Governors' ,'Association Children's.Task Force. 

The President will thank participants and make dosing remarks, . ' 



AfiTER1'lOON PANEL SEQUENCE OF SPEAKERS 

, 


Mrs. Gore will make welcoming remark$.. , 
The Vice President win make remarks , 

The First Lady will introduce panelists. 

Arnold Laoebg. CEO. The Kellogg Company, will discuss the community~wipe effort Kellogg 
launched last raU to provide eany brain development information to parents., 
The Pre~idcnt asks (1 question. 

I 
Gloria RQdri2u~ President Ilnd CEO. A VANCE. Inc. Family Support and Education 
Programs. Texas will discuss the contributions parenting programs can make. 

I . . 
The Vice President asks a question, . 

, 
Sheila Amlmine, Co·President, Charlotte-Mecklenburg.Sthools Early Childhood PTA. will 
discuss the benefits of Early Childhood PTA. 

Mrs, Gore asks a question. 

Melyin WeHdnt:.~ New Haven Chief of Police! will discuss a pioneering initiative that trains 
community police officers to use child development prindples in their work. 

The President asks a question. 

Harrid Meyer, Executive Director or Ounce of Prevention in Chicago. will discuss innovative 
early childhood programs and model Early Head Start programs. 

The PreSident asks a questioll. 

Bob Reiner will diswss the "'I Am Your Child" clilmpaign launched this week IiInd the media's 
role in ma!Qng early chiJdhood development information available. 

The President asks a question. 

GGYcrnor 'Bob Miller will discuss what states, are doing to enhance eady childhood 
development. 

The President will thank Governor Miller and make dosing remarks. 



i 
AfTERNOON PANEL P,\RTlCIPANIS 

Arnold Langb!}. ~EO. The Kellogg Company. Battle Cr-eek. Mi(higan 
Last fall, Kellogg Iuullched 't..cumiug Now!" il commullity~widc partnership betwccn local business and 
education leaders to provide proctical early bruin .;k\·clopmcnt information to c\'cry Battle Creek pllfcnl and 
caregiver, The crunpnign meludes print, radio and TV ads, mailings to parents with infonnatioo tailored to rhe 
age of their children, and brown-bag lunches in hundreds of businesses. The goal is to ensure that every 
student arrives at s~h6ol ready to learn. 

GJoria Rodriguez,' President and CEO. A VANCE. Inc. Family Support and Education Programs. 
Texas ' 
The AVANCE Program, founded by Dr, Rodriguez in 1913. is a widely acclaimed community and school~ 
based family support program that serves over 7 ,000 low~inoome children and parents a year in 
predominantly Hispanic communities throughout Texas, A VANCE operates in publie housing centers, 
elementary schools. and through its fnmily service centers. Il presents classes on child de\'elopmen1 and 
parenting activities, conducts home visits by trained staff, reaches oul to fathers, and disseminates 
information on community services and education classes and job lruining, 

Sheila Amaning. Co-President, Charlotte Meddenburg Sch()l)l$ Early Childhuod PTA. North Carolina 
This Early Childhood PTA gives parents of prc~school age children the opportunity to share ideas with each 
other and become involved itllheir children's learning from the slart Ms. Amaning has participated in this 
Eilrly Childhood PTA since hcr son was two years old. 

Melvin Wearing, Chief of Police. New Haven, Connecticut . 
With support frorn the Department ofJustice. lhe Now Haven Police Department has partnered with mental 
hC:lllh clinicians at the Yale Child Study Ccnter to de·\tclop innovative wnys in which community police 

officers can dclh'cr bcHer serve children and families exposed to violence. 


Harriet Meyer, Eiecutive Director. Ounce of Prevention. Chicago, JUinots 

The Ounce of Prevention Fund combines public resources with private funds to dc\:elop and lest innovative 

early Intervention strategies for repUcntion. The Ounce's Center for Successful Child Development provides 

child carc, Head Start and Early Head Start, home visits, medical care, and other services to families in public 

housing. TIle Ounce's Beethoven Project was one of the models for the federal Early Head Start program 

established in 1994: 


Rob Reiner, Foun~er."I Am Your Gild" Campaign 

The "I Am Your Child" campaign launched this week brings together entertainment leaders. corporations, 

foundations, el«ted officials, and early childhood c.'Xperts to work together to promote famfty and community, 

involyemcnt in the early singes ofyoung children's lives. 


Gov. Bob MiIICl't Governor of NCYJlda. Chair of the Nati<,oal Gove.rnors' Association and Co-Chair of 

the National Governors' Association's Children's Task Force 

The National Go,'cmors' Association has formed the Children's Task Force to explore what actions States 

can take to enhance carly childhood det'elopment. 




• • 

, 
PRESIDENT· CLINTON'S CHILDREN'S HEALTH INITIATIVE 

Significant gaps remain in children's health coverage. In 1995, 10 minion children in America 
lacked health ins:uranc~. The President's children's health initiative will ex.tcnd coverage to up to 
5 million uninsured children by 2000 by strengthening Medicaid for poor children, building 
innovative State programs for working families. and co~1tinuing health coverage for children of 

. 	workers who are between jobs. Today, the Association of American Medical Colleges issued 
a letter ofsupport for the Clinton Administration~s children's health initiative. 

Strengthening Medicaid for Poor Children 

• 	 12~Montb Continuous Eligibility. Currently. many children receive Medicaid protection 
for only part ofthe year. The President's fiscal year 1998 budget gives States the option 
to provide one year ofcontinuous Medicaid coverage to children. The budget invests 
$3.7 billion over five years, covering an estimated million children who would otherwise 
be uninsured. 

• 	 Outreach. The President also proposes to work with the Nation's Governors, 
cornmu~ities, advocacy groups, providers, and businesses'to develop new ways to reach 
out 10 t~e 3 mimon children eligible but not enrolled in Medicaid. , 

Building Innovative State IJrcgrams for Children in Working Families 

• 	 The President's budget provides $3.8 billion between 1998 to 2002 ($750 million a year) 
in grants to States, States will use these grants to provide insurance for children, 
leveraging Sta~e and private investments in children's coverage through, a matching system 
(as in Medicaid), States have flexibility in designing eligibility rules, benefits (subject to 
minimums set by the Secretary), and delivery systems, . 

• 	 The Feqerat grants, 111 combination with State and private money, will cover an estimated 
one million children whose families earn too much to qualifY for Medicaid but too little to' 
afford private coverage, The grant program will also increase Medicaid enroIhnent by 
about 400,000 kids since some families interested in the new program will learn that their 
children are in fact eligible for Medicaid. 

Continuing Coverage for Children Whose Parents are Between Jobs 

• 	 The President's budget will give States grants to temporarily cover workers between jobs, 
including their children, at a cost of$9.8 billion over the budget window. The program, 
which i~ structured as a four-year demonstration, will offer temporary assistance (up to 6' 
months) to famtfies who would otherwise lose their coverage. This assistance may be 
used to,purcnase coverage from the worker'slorrner employer (through COBRA) or other' 
private plans. at States' discretion. 

• 	 This Initiative will help an estimated 3,3 million working Americans and their families, 

including 700,000 children, in any given year 


~ 	 The PrcsLdent's budget also makes,it easier for small businesses to establish voluntary 

purchasing cooperatives. increasing access (0 insural1ce for workers and their children, 




April 17. 1997 

The f)resident 
The White House ! 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

On behalfof the Association of American Medical Colleges (AAMC). I write to express our 
strong support for your efforts lo extend health care coverage to the ten million Americ..1.n 
children who are 'currently without coverage. 

Recent studies. have~shown that the reduc(ion in the av~jJ<lbiljty ofhca!th in:;uf41nCC has 
disproportionately affected children in part due to the decline in employmenl-hased dependent 
coverage coupled with the general reduction of employment-based coverage. As you know, lack 
of health insurance coverage has been shown to be a deterrent for individuals hOlh in requesting 
and receiving care. As a result, many uninsured persons seek treatment for themselves and their 
family when [heir condition is more advanced and, ~s a result, more difficuh and expensive to 
[real. For a child, forgoing needed medical care can have implications that last a lifetime. 

The AAh4C represents aU of the nation~s 125 accredited medical schoQls, approximately 400 
major teaching hospitals, including 75 Veterans Aff.'tirs medical centers, the faculty of these 
institutions through 89 oonstitucni aCad~!:lic society members and Ihe more than 160,000 men 
and women in medical education as students and residents. The AAMC member institutions, 
which have the multiple missions of cducalion and training, research and direct patient care, are 
acutely aware of the rise in the number or uninsured Americans, many of wh()~ll seek treatment at 
our institutions. 

I 
As you strive to reach tin agreement on a balanced budget, the AAMC strongly supports your 
efforts as well as Ihose on Capitol Hill to include a significl).ot investmenl 10 expand health 
insurance coverage for children, We are prepared to work with you, your stafr and members of 
Congress to achicve this c"tical nbjcc'ivc ill[ our "(ors childre" 

I Si,~ccrcly, 

(;J~r- (/ tf~~

U:ru:m J, COil, ~.!). 

President 

http:significl).ot


CLINTON ADMINISTRATION'S SAFE START INITIATIYE 

Announcement 
• 	 Today at the White Hause Early Childhood Development and LeamingConference, the 

President announced a new Safe Start Initiative to help break the cycle ofviolence for our 
nation'$: youngest victims. rhe Safe Start Initiative will provide training to law 
enforcement, prosecutors, school personnel. probation officers, and other· professionals to 
better ~espond to the needs ofchildren exposed to violence in their homes and ' 
communities. 

Tbe Problem' 
• 	 Throughout America. too many children are exposed to violence at home, tn their 

neighborhoods. and in their schools. Children's exposure to violence has been associated 
with in~reased depression, anger, substance abuse, and lower academic achievement. • 
Children who experience violence ehher as victims or witnesses also are at increased risk 
ofhecoming violent themselves. 

• 	 In a study conducted at Boston City Hospital. lout of every 10 children seen in its 
primary care clinic had witnessed a shooting or stabbing before the age of6 - half in their 
homes and halfin the streets. The average age of those children was only 2.7 years old. 

The Safe Start Initiative 
• 	 The Safe Start Initiative bullds on the Child Development-Community Policing Program 

(CD-CP) staned in 1991 between the New Haven Depanment afPolice Services and Yale 
University Child Study Center, and now funded by the Department ofJustice. It was 
more recently extended to Buffalo, NY; Charlotte, NC; Nashville, TN; and Portland, OR, 
with Justice Department funding.­, 

• 	 The Safe Start Initiative will increase the number and expand t,he scope of these regional 
demonstration sites in which community police officers partner with mental health 
clinicians to provide rapid and effective treatment to children exposed to violence. 

, 
• 	 The Safe Start Initiative will also provide nationwide int~nsive training and technical 

assistan,ce for professionals who come into contact with children who have beer:t exposed 
to family and gang violence, violence in their community and schools, and abuse or 
neglect. 

• 	 Up to 2;0,000 professionals who work with children in communities across the nation will 
receive :Safe Start training including: law enforcement, prosecutors, school personnel, and 
probation and parole officers, 



DRAFT 


DATE 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

SUBJECT: 	 Using Lessons Learned from the Military Child Care System to Improve 
the Quality ofChild Care in the United S.a.es 

We now know that children's earliest experiences, including those in child care, have significant 
effects on learning and development I believe we all have a role to play in, making sure that all of 
our children have a strong and healthy slart in life,, 


. I 

The Military Child Development Programs have attained a nation-wide reputation for an abiding 
commitment to, quality in the delivery ofchild care. Your dedication to adequate funding, strict 
oversight. improved training and wage packages. and strong family child care networks and your 
commitment to meeting national accreditation standards is laudatory, I believe that the miUtary 
has important lessons to share with the rest of the nation on how to improve the quality ofchild 
care for all of our nation's children, 

I therefore direct you, in consultation with tbe SecretaI)' ofHcaltb and Human Services and the 
Administrator of the General Services Administration, to share the expertise and lessons learned 
from the Military Child Development Programs with federal, state. and local agencies, as wen as 
wJth private and non~profit entities, that are responsible for providing child care for our nation's 
children. I ask that you report to me, within sixth months with a preliminary report and within 
one year with a final report. on actions taken and with further recommendations. I urge you to 
consider the follo,wing: 

In consultation with States. encourage military installation child development facilities in 
the United States to partner with civllian child care programs in their local communities to 
improve the quality of service offered, The military staffcould provide assistance with 
local accreditation efforts, offer training as available. assist with state and loeal child 
development crcdentialing processes. and provide models ofeflective child care practices. 

H. 	 Establish military Child Care Programs of Excellence, to Ihe greatesl extent feasible, to 
otTer training courses to civilian child care providers. These training courses could 
demonstrate mode! practices for child care centers, family child care homes. and schooI~ 

L 



age facilities. 
, 

HI. 	 Make widely available to the civilian child care community information on the model 
approaches and designs that the military uses for training alld compensation, accreditation ~ 
and evaluation, playground and facility design, support systems Hnking individual family 
child care providers. as well as overall financing strategies. 

IV. 	 Establish partnerships with State or County employment and job training programs to 
enable Military Child Development Centers and Family Child Care Homes to serve as 
training locations: 'for welfare recipients moving from welfare to work. Military programs 
could provide on-the-job training. work experience, and an understanding of best practices 
for the delivery ofchild care, ' , ' 



CLINTON ADMINISTRAnON EFFORTS TO SUPPORT THE 


DEVELOPMENT OF AMERICA'S YOUNGEST CHILDREN 


"Learning begins in theftrst days oflife. Scientists are now discovering howyoung 
chi/aren develop emotionally and intellectually from their veryfirst days, and how important it is fer 
part'!nls to begin immediately lalking. singing, even reading to their infants .... We already know we 
sJwuldstart teaching children before they start school. " 

- President Bill Clinton, State ofthe Union Address, Febmat}' 4. 1997 

Recent scientific research has demonstrated that experiences during the earliest year.; of life ­
before children reach school age .. are critical to their cognitive, emotional, and physical . 
development. Nurturing and stimulating children in the first years of life actUally help their 
brains develop and prepare them for the challenges ofschool and later life. President Clinton is 
committed to giving America's children the opportunity to live up to their God-given potential . 
by investing in research, supportlog parents and caregivers, and strengthening programs that 
provide early intervention to disadvantaged families. 

PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN'S HEALTH 

Supported Over 90% of0[[ Children's Rese4rch. In fiscal year 1995, the federal government 
spent an estimated $2 billion On research nod development directly related to children and youth 
- over 90% ofall funding ofchildren's research. Spending on children's health research at The 
Nationallnstitntes ofHealth (NIH) increased 25% between 1993 and '1997. and this year NIH 
will spend $904 million on research on young children alone. This research has contributed to 
the recent advances in Wlderstanding early learning nod language development. . 

Incu4Sed porticiplltion In WIC program. WIC Supplemental Nutrition Program pt"9vides 
nutrition packages, nutrition education, nod health referrals to low-income pregnant women, 
infants, and children. Over the past four years participation has expanded.by 1.7 ntillion from 5.7 
,to 7,4 million women, infants, and children. The increase in the President's budget proposal 
fulfills his cortunitment to achieving fuIl participation in WIC by the end of 1998. Research 
shows that WIC prenatal services save Medicaid much more than they cost by reducing bealth 
care expenses: in the fIrst 60 days after birth, 

I . . 

Raised Child/lOod Immunization Rates to an All·Time High. The Presideni~s Chlldhood 
Immunization Initiative focuses on five areas: I} improving the quality and quantity of 
vaccination delivery services; 2) reducing vaccine costs for parentS~ 3) increasing community 
participation. education and partnerships; 4) improving systems to monitor diseases and 
vaccinations; and 5) improving vaccines and vaccine U5e_ This initiative has achieved notable . . 

http:expanded.by
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success. In 1995,75% oftWo-year olds were fully innnunized -- an historic high. Funding for 
childhood innnunization has doubled since fiscal year 1993. 

Protected Ihe Medicaid Guarantee for 9 Million Children Under 6 Years Old. '!his 
Administrntion has protected and, preserved - and now will improve on - the guarantee of 
Medicaid coverage for '36 million Americans. including 9 million children under the age of6. In 
1995, the President vetoed the Republican Medicaid block grant proposal that would have ended . 
the guarantee ofrovemge for up to 4 million children by 2002. At the same time, the President 
worked with states by granting 15 comprehensive Medicaid waivers and approving many more 
state plan amendments that improve and expand ~verage for children. • 

Seeks to Extend Fiealth Coverage to Up to 5 Million Children. Although this Administrntion 
has made grant strides in protecting the health of America's neediest children, there is still much 
to be done .. In 1995, more than to million American children, 80% ofwhoin bave working 
parents, hod no health insurance .. The President's bodge! takes three important steps to address 
the problem ofchildren who lack health insurance coverage: 
I) Provides annual grants to states to cover health insurance premiums for families of 

2) 
workers who are in-between jobs; •
Utilizes state partnership grants to help working families who are not eligible for 
Medicaid to purchase private insurance for their children; and 

.3) Expands Medicaid coverage by allowing states to continue Medicaid coveruge for up to 
one year even if family i~come changes. intensifYing outreach to children who are 
curren~ly eligible but not enrolledt and continuing current law expansions of coverage to 
reach poor children between the ages of 13 and 18. 

Fighting Pediatric AIDS. In 1994. the Nationai Institutes of Health rel~ new research 
showing that the use of the drug AZf by HIV-infeeted pregnant women can reduce the risk of 
transmission from mother to child by two-thirds. In response, the Food and Drug Administration 
quickly approved changes in labeling indications for AZT to include HIV-infected pregnant 
women and, in 1995, the Centers for Disease Control began recommending routing HIV 
counseling and voluntarY HIV testing for all pregnant women. In eddition, the·President has 
conSistently supported investment through Title IV ofthe Ryan White CARE Ac~ which 
provides grants for coordinated HIV services and access to research for children, women and 
families. SinCe 1994, $113 million has been appropriated under Titl.IV, with 59 organizations 
in 26 states, Puerto Rico and the District ofColumbia receiving support. 

Protecting Mothers and Children.. Due to the Clinton Administration~s comprehensive strategy 
to increase access to prenatal care, the preliminary estimate for the U.S. infant mortality rate (the 
rate at which babies die before their first birthdsy) is at an historic low oflcss than 8 deaths por 
1.000 live births in 1995, and the proportion of mothers getting early prenatal care is at a record 
high of 81 0/0. In addition, the President spearheaded legislation requiring insurance companies to 

cover at least. 48 hour hospital stays following childbirth. In 1970, the avemge length of stay for 
an uncomplicated delivery was four days, but by 1992 it had declined to two days. This 
legislation en~ures that mothers and babies do not lea~e the hospital before t!tey and their d~ctqrs 
decide they are ready. The Administration is ensuring that the health needs of mothers and 
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children are met by providing over $1 billion in FY 97 for Title V Maternal and Child Health 
Programs. lbe Maternal and Child Health Block Grant, one of the Title V programs, serves 
approximately 17 million women, infants and children, in partnership with states. In addition, 
Title V prog~s provide comprehensive care for children With special health needs, meet 
nutritional and development needs of mothers and children and help reduce infant mortality. . , . 

Preventing Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS). The Clinton Administration launched the 
Back to Sleep public education campaign to send the message to parents and health professionals 
that putting babies to sleep on their backs can reduce the risk of Sudden Infant Death Syndrome. 
Largely as a result of this campaign, SIDS deaths dropped by 30% between 1992 and 1995. 

PROMOTING EARLY LEARNING 

. Increased participation in Head Start, created Early Head Start/or 0-3 year aIds, and 
improved program quality. For more than thirty years, Head Start has been one ofour nation's 
best investments. President Clinton has made improving and expanding Head Start a priority 
because Head Start ensures that low-income children start school ready to learn. Over the past . 
five years, funding for the program has increased by 80%. and in fiscal year 1997 Head Start will . . 
serve 800,000 low-income children five years old and younger. Initiated in 1994, there are now 
143 Early Head Start programs across the country, expanding the proven benefits of Head 
Start to low-income families with children under three. Over the last three years, the Clinton 
Administration has also invested significantly "in improving program quality and providing local 
programs with the resources they need to attract and retain high quality teachers. The President's· 
1998 budget proposal provides a $324 million increase in Head Start's budget so that it will 
remain on course to serve I million children by 2002. 

I",proved Support/or In/ants and Toddlers with Special Needs, Under the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), the Infants and Families Program suppOrts the continuing 
efforts of states to implement high quality statewide early intervention services for infants and 
toddlers with disabilities. Over the past four years, funding for the program has increased by 48% 
or S I 02.5 ffiillion. During the same period, the number of children served increased by 21.5%. 
An estimated 191,000 children will be served in fiscal year 1998. 

Enhanced Family Literacy Program. Even Start Family Literacy is: a family-focused grant 
program to improve the educational opportunities for children and their parents in low-income 
areas by integrating family literacy activities, including early childhood education, adult 
education, and parenting education. Since 1993, funding for Even Start has increased by over 
40% to support programs in every state and the District of Columbia. 

Providing Funding for Parent Resource Centers in 42 States. In addition to involving parents 
in the development of state and local education plans," the President's Goals "2000 program 
provides funding to establish parent resource cente·rs that help parents learn how to help their 
children meet high standards. The centers provide training, distribute resource materials, and 
support a variety of programs that strengthen family involvement in education. In fiscal year 
1997, funding is available for support centers in 42 states, 14 more than in 1996. 
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Promoting Parents as First Teachers~ 'The President's America Reads Challenge, a campaign to 
ensure that every child can read well by ilie end ofilie third grade, includes Parents as First 
Teachers Challenge Grants to fund proven local, regional and national programs iliat provide 
assistance to parents to help thair children become successful readers, The grants can be used to 
expand successful programs such as the Home Instruction Program for Preschool Youngsters 

, (IUPPY) and the Parents as Firsl Teachers (PAT) program, They will also fund national and 
regional networks to share information on how parents can help children to read. 

IMPROVING CHILD CARE 

Increased Child Care Funding. Siace 1993 federal funding for child care has increased by $1 

billion, providiag services for over 660,000 children - 65% ofwhom are under 5 years ofage, 

The newly established Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) has made available $2.9 
, 
billion to states. The new fund, authorized and expanded by ilie new welfure law, will assist low­
income families working their way offwelffire to obtain child care so iliey can work or attend 
school. 

Improved ChikJ Care in Public Housing. The Early Childhood Development Program helps to 
provide quality child care for families living in public housing communities, as wen as families 
who are homeless or at risk ofbecomiag so, The program allows. parents or guardi""" who live in 
public housing to get and keep jobs by ensuring that their cllildren are cared for, In 1996, $21 
million was awarded to public h?using sites across the COlUltry ~~ three times mQre tlUtn in 1994. 

Providing Hig/r Quality Child Carefor Military Fami/ies .. Under the Clinton Administration, 
ilie Department of Defense has made importanl strides 10 improve ilie qualily ofehild care for tha 
children ofthe men and women who serve our country. Since 1992, ilie numher of military child 
care facilities 'that are acCredited by.the independent National Association for the Education of 
Young Children has risen from 55 to 466. Currently, 72% ofmilitary child care programs are 
accredited~ as compared to only 7% of other child care facilities nationwide. ' 

SAF~X;UARDING THE ENVIRONMENT 

Controlling C!rildhood uad Poisoning. The Administration has launched. major new effort to 
control childhood lead poisoning, The program requires landlords and sellers ofolder homes to 
notify prospective tenants and buyers about lead-based paint hazards. provides grants to states to 
control lead-based paint hazards in low-income privately--owned homes j and offers: technical 
assistance to ensure iliat lead hazard control work is done safely and efficiently, The 1997 
interim report evaluating the HUD Lead-Based Point Hazard Control grant program shows iliat 
median dust levels on interior window sills were reduced by 85 %. In addition, the number of 
children suffering from lead poisoning dropped from 1.1 million in the late 1980s 10 about 
930,000 in the mid-1990s, 

Protecting Our Chlldren's Environment. Because their bodies are stiU developing, children are 
among the most vulnerable to poUution in the air, W'dter and soii. In t 995, Uie Clinton 
Administration began requiring that children receive first consideration when EPA assesses 
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environmentai hazards and sets public health standards, In addition, the Clinton Administration 
has strengthened en~ironmental protections for children by: proposing to strengthen air quality 
standards ror soot and smog to protect children from aiI pollution, particularly those with asthma~ 
speeding the clean~up oftwo·thirds of the nation's toxic waste sites to protect the 10 milHoD 
children under age J2 who live within four miles ofa toxic waste dump; strengthening drinking 

. water protections to ensure that drinking water is free of microbial contaminants; expanding 
families' right to know about environmental health risks that infants and children face to hetp 
them make informed decisions about their childrenls exposure to these risks; issuing advisories 

" about contaminated fish so parents can protect children from cancer-causing PCBs; and 
educating 'parents about the effects of second-hand smoke, which annualJy results in 7,500 to 
15,000 hospitalizations of infants and children under 18 months of age. 

STRENGTHENING FAMILIES 

Passed Family and Medical Leave. The President fought for the passage of the Family and 
Medical Lea~e Act (FMLA) that allows workers to take up to 12 weeks unpaid leave to care for a 
newborn or a~opted child, to attend to their own s.erious health needs, or to care for a seriously'iIl 
parent, child or spouse. In June 1996, President Clinton proposed expanding FMLA to allow 
workers to take up to 24 unpaid hoW1l off each year for school and early childhood .education 
activhies. routine family medical care, and additional activities related to caring for an elderly' 
relative. Last week. the President asked Federal agencies to implement his expanded leave 
policy immediately fur Federal workers. 

Improved Children's Television. The President aJUlo\U1ced a breakthrough agreement with the 
media and entertainment industry 'to develop a te~evision ratings system to enable parents to 
protect their children from violence and adult content. In addition. the Administration has given 
parents great~r control over what their children watch on television by requiring the installation 
,of anti-violence screening chips ("V-chips") in aU new televisions. . , 

J 
Reducing Child Abuse and Domestic Violellce. The Administration created the Safe 
Streets/Safe Kids initiative to make community responses to child abuse and neglect more 
comprehensive and cooroinated in an effort to break the cycle of early childhood victimization 
and later delinquency. The Administration also p~t in place a nurse home visitation program for 
low-income ftrSt~time mothers. Studies have shown that home visitation programs are successful 

"..... for exampl~ reducing cigarette smoking during pregnancy by 25% and reducing mistreatment 
ofchildren from birth to age 2 by SO percent. The Clinton'Administratjon bas also taken 
significant steps to reduce domestic violence. For example, the Rural Domestic Violence and 
Child Victimization Enforcement Grant Program helps la~ enforcement"agencies, courts 
community organizations and businesses to work toward early identification, intervention and 
prevention ofdomestic violence and' child victimization in rural' areas. Finally. the President is 
committed to fi~ding stable and permanent homes for children who cannot remain safely at 
home. As a result. the Administration announced Adoption 2002, a plan to double the number of 
children adopted or placed in permanent homes eacb year by the year 2002, " 
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WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT AND LEARNING: 

WHAT NEW RESEARCII ON THE BRAIN TELLS US ABOUT OUR YOUNGEST CHILDREN 


"Learning begins in the first days a/life. Scientists arc now discown"ng how young children develop emolionaJiyand . 
Intellectuallyfrom {heir very first days. and how imfWrtant It is for parents (0 begin imllU!dJotcly talking. singing, even 
reading to Iheir infants" .. We alNtady know we shOUld start teaching children be/arc Ihey slart school . .. 

••P .... ident Bill Clinton, Sial< of the Union Address. February 4. 1997 

Today. the President andFust Lady are hosting The White House Conference on Early CItildllood 
Development and Learning; What New Research on the Brain Tells Us About Our Youngest Chiltiren. The 
day-long conference highlights new scientific findings on brain development in very youilg children and point to 
the importance ofcWldren's earliest experiences in helping them get off to a strong and healthy start. 

Applying New Findings on Brain Development in the Earliest yea.... New scientific research shows that 
experiences after birth - particularly in the first three yean of life - have • dramatic impact on brain 
development. That means that nurturing, tallcing to, singing to and reading to our youngest children will improve 
their ability to learn and develop throughout their lives. The White House Conference will focus on the practieal 
applications of the latest scientific research on the brain, particularly for parents and caregi...... The conference 

. will also be a call to action to all members of sociery - including the health, business, media and' faith 
communities, child care providers and government - to use this infonnatlon to strengthen Americats families, 

Clinton Administration Commitment to Young Children. This conference builds on the Clinton 
Administration"'s investment in children and families. The Administration has invested heavily in research to help 
us better understand the importance ofthe first few years of life 10 cWld development and,learning. Between 
1993 and 1997, funding for Nlli children's research increased 25%, from $1.3 billion 10$1.6 billion. 

President Clinton has also strengthened efforts 10 support families with young children. To take just a few 
examples, the Administration raised funding for Head Start -- providing low-income children and Iheir families 
with comprehensive e~ucation, health services. and nutrition - by 43% over the last four years and created the 
Early Head Start program to support families with children ages zero to Ihree. The President', FY 1998 Budget 
further increases participation 10 reach 122.000 more children in FY 1998 than when he look office. The 
Administration also dramatieally increased participation in the WIC Supplemental Nutrition Program. proViding 
7.4 raillion pregnant women, in6mts, and cWldren with nutrition pa<:kages and infurmation and health,refemols­

, 1.7 million more than when President Clinton took office. And his FY 1998 Budget would achieve his goal of 
full participation in the'WIC program by the end ofFY 1998. 

Conferente Program 'and Participants, During the morning session of the conference. leading researchers and 
child development experts will discuss the new research and what it means for parents nod caregivers. The 
panelists for this session are: Dr. David Hamburg. Carnegie Corporation ofNew York (moderator); Dr. Carla . 
Shatz, University ofCaUfomia. Be,i<eley; Dr. 'Donald Cohen, Yale Child Study Center; Dr. Patricia Kuhl. 
University ofWashingion; Dr. Ezra Davidson, Drew University ofMedicine, Dr. T. Berry Brazelton. Harvard 
University; and Dr. Deborah Phillips. National Research Council. The afternoon session will highlight model 
Community efforts to support parents and enhance early ehlldhood development. The panelists include: Avancc 
Family Support and Education Program. San Antonio, TX; the CEO and Chairman orlh. Board, The Kellogg 
Company, Battle Creek Michigan; and Ounce ofPrcventiQn. Chicago, IL . 

•, 
Broad PArticipation Across tbe Country. The morning session of the conference will be broadcast by satellite 
to over 80 locations across the country, The satellite conferences will be co-hosted by regional federal agencies, 
local oillc'iais, and children's and other organizations. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 16, [997 

MEMORANDUM FOR: INTERESTED PARTIES 

FROM: KRIS BALDERSTON 

SUBJECT: '~'INAL UPDATE ON THE EARLY CHILDHOOD REGIONAL 
SATELLITE SITES 

Aunche:d is n near iinallist and map urtile cight)HWO (&2) regional satellite sites for the. 
White House Conference on Early ChIldhood Development and Learning which will be held on 
Thursduy, April 17. 1997" ([ say "'Ilear tinal" because we continue 10 get calls from state and 
local oHicials including Members of Congress who are planning to hold similar sessions. By 
Thursday morning, I am sure we will reach nearly 100 sites.) In just three weeks, the Regional 
Administrators from HHS, Education, USDA. EPA. and GSA set up sites in 36 states (OK, FL, 

, and WI do. not appear on the map) in every federal region of the country .. As you review the 
materials, please note the following points: 

.. These are not just "conference-watcning" sessions. In neurly every case, the local 
organizers brive replicated the East Room program, They will watch the morning session 
via satellite and create their own ranel sessions of local experts to discuss early childhood 
issues in the afternoon. Many plan to deVelop their own local action plans, 

.. Each of the satellite sites will distribute While House matcrials and collect the names of 
their participants so that we can send each of the attendees a tinal report Most ofthc 
sites are plnfln~ng to send the White Housc a 1-2 page summary or their own proce'cdings 
for inclusion in the White House document. 

• There is genuine excitement in the regions uDaut participating in this conference. The 
RegionarAdministmtors note that the local-respondents immediately jumped on the 
opportunity to participate mid help organize it. Ane<:dotaJly. we have learned that 600 
people ary! planning to attend the Phoenix conference, 300 in Kansas City, 350 in l\C\V 
York City, 200 in San Francisco. 150 in South Texas. and 250 in P-hiladelphia. In most 
cuscs organizers expect un avcruge of ':Ipproximateiy J00-150 participants. As you look 
throogh the sitef', you will note that many of the satellite sessions are being held in 
hospitals,: universities. high schools. and federal buildings. 



Finally a spcdallhanks should go to Laura Schwartz for answering a miHion technical 
questions from administmtors throughout the country; Pal Lewis for answering tneir press 
inquiries, (Jay Wolf our Cabinet AtTain; intern who spent countless hours inputting the ' 
infommtion), and Eric Dodds, the White House Liaisqn at GSA, who is the main point of contact 
with the Regional Administrators. Also a thanks to HitS, DoEd, GSA. USDA, and EPA for 
contributing funds to put the program up on the satetllt9. .. , 



, wltro: UOllSE C6NFERtNCE 0;"1 EARLl' CfIIU)IIoon IH:V~:UH':m:NT AN!) LEAR~ING "PIUt 11, 19\17 

, , 

I BoolHf! Uqh,,~ity ·(loS!on, MA (2 sites} lIIilW's InSlilute ofTlXtllwlugy . Chkngo, It , , ,, , 
lIuSIOO f,.">klal t;xccl,llive Board -BostOn ..\1A I U!:ivcrsily 0fMiml(Sota·:'L P;u.I, Mr-' 

, 
u.~!cy CoJicIlC' Cambridge, MA Minn~50:n E«;ltl1s:on S(rlic~· 'it Paa! WoN , 

Uni\,(nilyofMA _WQ(<<Ster, MA Cirn;innJ.!i Public Seboo!s. Cincinnati. OH , 

, Springfidd Tedmical CtlITl!tlunity College· Sptlngllf:lu, MA Indiana SUllt Dcpartm<;m ofllcalLh • Jodta!l.'lpolis, 1" , 
, 

Or!'llVn Univ<:rsilj' 1':[lVIdencc. RI Ulli~::sily or Missouri. Kansas City, MO - , 
,, , ,

Uni"mity oflthodc Island· Kingslo.t'l, ru Epworlh Family uMning Center· Cas! Prairie, MO , 
, 
, Uni"c'iiiy 01' Rhode Island -l'rQvide!1~e. RI Coop¢rllling School Di>:tri<;u of St. Lollis COllnty - SL Louis, ~10 , 

, 
Si~1\(Jfi:l Public ~~hoo1s· Slamf{)fd, cr St touh Communily College' St Louis, MO , 

Groton rublic Scllooli ~ Grmon, cr South~ LMIISS!OJl C-oumy R-4 School Oistricl-lmUow. :'10 
, 

I 
, 

N""" !IJ~en l'tlbllc Schooh ~ N~w Hayen, CT F~r!(ral Avuuon A..!!l1inislruliol1 - Kansas City, MO , 
, 

, L'nivt:l'tity ofConne~Jiem· Stom, CT , NeoshQ R-V School DiMr!';;! • Neosho. MO 
, ,, 

tJ"i\'t:rnltyo(V~rmoill' Bmjioil()Il, VT Missouri Dc:partmC1l1 ofHeatth· In():pertdcn<<', 11.10, , 

, ;-';11 Divis:on o(Chilurell, Youth &: Families· Concord. ~II lleart,;),:1d Edw;:<IIQn AgcJlC} • Jo\!r;;H.)f!, 1/\ i 
i Uoh.:rsiiy of M:>irle $ f.!n K~nt • Fmt Kent, ME ,Chihi Cme Rtwurce and !teferrol - HI'S Moines. '" 

UI1i\l:rsily of Maine at Omno ,OfOltQ, ME fOWl! ram Parents PT<Jyum. 1'(. Dodg~, IA 
, 

I 
" Mj1llbttan UOffiUg..'l C<l1l\1l\uoiIY Colltge· New York, NV C>jwk~ Elem~nt\ll)' Scheo! -1A:~ Meints, IA 
, 

Cornell Univertity· ,Vo{)fheesvi!l~ NY Kirkwood Community College - Cedar Rilpids, [A I, 
Cornell Univertity .I!haca, NY . MnsIlS Dqlanmen! af E';\lcation· Topeka, K.S 

, C6ineil Un;versity -:AI~iM, NY KWilS txpl. Of$ociul &. Rehab. Scrvic<.'S· Topeka. KS
I 

, 
, 

CQl'neli University· 'M!ddlf[O\~n, NY
, 

NW K;;nsas tducmioo S(rvke Unit ·Ortkley, KS 
,, pns TV Aft1lll'lle· R<xh<:slrr, NY Kansas Stale University - Manl'ilUlll1l,}(S 

: Arrn:ric;m O<)(I>:$'elltf> Anoci<llion " Turrytown, NY Creighton Univeroily. Omllnll, Nfl 

; RUigilfS Uni,'ersi[)t - tiv!ngsliH;, NJ Nelmska lJt'panmem ol'Cllucalion· Lin~oln, ~E . 
: 51. Christophcr's Hospital for Children -Philadelphia, PA Alliance Public Schon!!. • Aljiantt. Nil. 

, Cglc&:on Childt<:o'$ H(lsp!~I· Allann. GA ArkanSlIS Chi1ufl!iI"s !Iospiml- Unit RVtk, AR ,, 
TenfICsS«( Univ!)'rsity· Nashville. TN Arkansas Rher EU~alior< Co-Op. P,ne Blult Ail 

i l,llS: l'enuc$$CC Slate Vniver'it)". Ju~.a;an Ci[)'. 'rN jClI:asA&.'YI- Wc.s!ato, rx 
,,, 

,, 
; ii, ivu':;;l), "fTerllle;.s::e • to: n(.xvil1e, TN Uni\'crsil~ tlrT~\as Arli'lg:Utl- Ar!i!~g[oU, TX , 

, 
, Uni\'",sity ofTenndS« ,,\lanin, -rN Uni\'ersily ofTe\ll\ Arlingu:m • Ell'aro. TX , 

ChatillOOu!?a ,,(at~ T.xlmic::.! (\mullunity CoHege - (;11.u\anoo:;~, TN Our LuJy ut lhe 1.al.e Cui~crsily - ~1lIl Antonia IX , 

[t,'rI<!f Mou,(:ail( SC,iullcc C;:'lltr, Greenville.:'C _\mlhwet.1 Te~as Ul1ivcf$il} ~ San Mnrcus, TX 
,, 

In~tr\Jt!i()"Jl TdevisKJU Sludiu· Bhmingham, AI, Clllldren's HUSp-'[aj ofOktDhumJ - OklaM!na eily, UK , 

N;'l1h CilHljill;1 ~!J!c Univer>il)' - Raleigh, NC Tulsa Cllll1mUn;l:: <:<lll~&~ - T~!su, UK 
, , 



, , WHITE HOUSf:CO .... FERESO: O;.i EARL" CUII.OHO(1) ! 1)£\'t:I.Ol·~lf:;"T ,\,\'() I.E,HtSI;';C M'I~I L 11, 1<)<)1 , 
1A.:Pl'nmcn[ ,,(I hn;lml Scrvicc$ • Jhili". OK 


Aib.!ljllctqllc Technical Vocmionalln;;!i!utc· ,\1bu(juc!q!lC, NM 


Onate Iligb Sclmol,' Las: C(\)C\':i., NM 


, S"!jth.·ll~t~rn L,;"is;NlJ Unjvcr.,ily • Homlr.ooo, LA 
, 

ColorJoo Dcpattm([l\ orlltal!h ' ()cnver, CO (1 ,ltes}
I 

I 

, 

:: AUlaria Mcoin Cenle! Ubrary • Den1l!:!, CO 

I'!wenix C,ll!cgc' ['hle:!!)(, AZ , 
i Ccnlnd AZ C!JII!!B~ • Cnol"lg.:, Ai. , I,

San Fraru:rsoo Sl:¥e University" San j:rnncis.:o, CA 


':';wrllmemo Stme Ilnivcr;.ity· "un~mCI110. CA 
 i 
Fr.:sllc,SHU": Ur,iYcf!'ity • FIt's»\), CA 


UCLA· Los An&..:lt!;, CA 


Mahlc -"myth A",!itl,rill11l -1{,JIW'lIlu, I H , 
 , 

Hi.:!; [kkd Cunf,mn,~ &: Training ('.:nll:r· Las V':';;1%>. NV 
I 

GSA Regional lie:u.lquli1crs, Auburn, WA I 



WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON EARLY LEARNING AND PEVELOPMENT 

OUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


GENERAL QUESTIONS ON THE CONFERENCE 


Q. 	 What wiU be discussed at the conferenc~? 
, 

The conference:will highlight new research on brain development in very young children and 
discuss what it means for parents, caregivers and policy makers. We now know that children's 
earliest experiences actually affect the development of their brains and are essential to their ability' 
to learn, develop, and reach their full potential. This conference will be a call to action to all 
members of society -- including the business, -faith and· health communities, the media, child care 
providers and government -- to use this information to strengthen America's families..

• 

Q. 	 What kind of impact do you expect this conference to have? 

We hope that this conference will mark the beginning of a national dialogue on how best to 
support, stimulate, and nurture children in the first years of life. That means a national dialogue 
on how io provide high quality, affordable child; how to make sure children have health insurance; 
and how to give them early educational opportunities. We 'also hope to send a simple message to 
parents and caregivers: that they should read to, sing to, play with and talk to children in the 
earliest years. 

Q. 	 How can the President reconcile his interest in early' childhood development with 
the fact that· be signed a welfare bill that will throw over a million children into 
poverty? 

. 
The President signed welfare refonn because he believes that we need to end the cycle of 
dependency and help all Americans take responsibility for their own lives. The'President believes 
•• and all the evidence suggests - that children who grow up in households and communities 
where there's work will be far better off in the long run than those who don't. The welfare bill 
dramatically expanded the availability of child care for people moving from welfare to work, while 
preserving health, safety and other quality standards for child care. 

Q. 	 Doesn't this new research mean that women should stay home? 

No. What the research suggests is that we should support all parents, those who work outside the 
home and those who don't. There are terrifically engaged parents who go to work, and there are 
parents who stay home but don't know or chose to spend time talking, reading and singing to 
their children. A recent report indicates that children in quality child care settings do just as well 
as children whose mothers stay home. What's most important is that children are surrounded by 
loving, nurturing caregivers who under~tand the importance of the first few years of life. 



Q. 	 Doesn't this new research mean that we can stop investing in children once they 

reac~ the age of three? 


No. It would be nonsensical to stop spending money on things like crime prevention, schools, 
and job trainiflg, But we now know that early childhood is a critical ti1l1C in children's 
development. Investments early can reduce the need for investments later, and we ought to set 
our priorities wit~ that in mind, 

Q. 	 G;Vt~ the new research, do you see an enhanced Tole for governmen1 in the lives or 
young children? 

I 

There are certainly things that government can do. The President fought for Family and Medical 
Leave so that workers can take leave to care for a newborn or adopted child, and he has proposed 
to expand FMLA to allow people to lake up to 24 hours off each year for things like finding child 
care or school activities. The President has also expacded Head Start and created Early Head 
Start, increased participation in WIC, and raised immunization rates: But parents are responsible. 
for raising their children. The purpose of this conference is to share information about what we 
can aU do to enhance our children's development Bnd learning. and to highlight mode! community 
efforts that are working across the countl}' to support children and families" 

Q. 	 Iso't t~is conference just about government intruding into the f;unity? 

No. Parents raise children but, like it or not. children are influenced by businesses. school~ the 
media, and the government, to take just. few .xamples" This purpose of this conference is to 
share information about what we can all do to enhance our children's development and Jearn1ng. 
The conference wiU also highlight model community efforts that provide voluntary assist"""" to 
parents and children, although most of these local initiatives do so with financial support from th. 
federal government. 
[NOTE: DO) supports the New Haven Police initiative; AVANCE 'receives funding from Early 
Head Start, Even Start, and Family Preservation; and The Ounce of Prevention receives Early 
Head Start and Head Start funding.) 

Q. 	 Will there be a report on the conference! 
I 

Yes. There will be a report coming out of the conference that digests the research and its 
practical applications. summarizes the recommendations of the panelists, and provides a resource 
guide for parents, caregivers, and policymakers. We are also puning !ogether a web page 
devoted to the conference that will be accessible through the White House hOlne page", 

Q. 	 Is this conference part of Rob Reiner's 0-3 campaign? 

No. Rob Reiner is \ovorking 'on an important effort ~~ a national engagement campaign involving 
. foundations, corporations and media to spread the word about the significance of the first few 

1 . 
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, 
years oflife. The President and the First Lady support his efforts and believe they complement 

the White Hou~ Conference. but the two are separate, 


Q. 	 ,Why a~en't any Republicans participating in IIle CQuference? 
• 

"We invited the three Republican and three Democratic members of the NONs Children', Task 
Force and asked both its co-chairs to participate in the afternoon roundtable discussion. None of 
the Republicans were able to attend. We also invited key Republican and Democratic Members of 
Congress, and one Republican will attend. 

Q. 	 A number of Members oCCo.gress have sento letter to the President urging him to 
devote at least one-tbird or the discussion to the development of the brains of 
fetuses. WiU you do this? 

Brain development before birth is a relevant topic. In fact, one ofthe panelists has done extensive 
work in this area. It will surely be discussed at the conference. . 

QUESTIONS ON POLICY INITIATIVES 

Department of Defense 

Q4 	 You are holding tbe military child care system up as a model. Why is it so good? 

The military child care system is noted for its high quality standards, including a high percentage 

ofaccredited centers; a strong oversight and enforcement system, that includes a 1-800 hot line 

for parents to report concerns; mandatory training for child care providers; relatively generous 

wages and benefits tied to continued training and education; a system of linking up and providing 

needed support to individual home care providers; and sufficient funding to make quality child 

care affordable., 


Q. 	 Isn't t~e military child care system so good because tbe military spends so much to 

fund it? 


Experts agree that the military chi!d care system is the best in the country for a number of reasons.. 
It is true that the military recognizes that quality child care costs more tban most parents can 
.afford to pay arid, therefore, the Department of Defense provides sufficient funding so that 
parents can afford the fees. 
(NOTE: The l1lilitary pays 50% of child care costs with appropriated funds. Parents pay 
according to a sliding scale based on income. Last year the average weekly fee was $65 per 
week.] . 

J 



In addition, the military child care system is noted for its high quality standards, including a high 
percentage of accredited centers; a strong oversight and enforcement system, that includes a 1­
800 hot line for parents to report concerns~ mandatory training for chil~ care providers~ relatively 
generous wages and benefits tied to continued training and educalion; and a system of Hnking up 
and providing needed support to Individual home care providers, 

Q. 	 What a~ you doing to ensure that aU America_Hs have ~ccess to affordable child 
care? 

The President bas proposed a $500 per cllild tax credit, expanded the Earned Income Tax Credit 
to help working families with children and, in the welfare reform law, increased federal funding 
for child care by $1 billion, providing services for over 660,000 children·- 65% of whom are 
under 5 years old, 

Q* 	 Why should the military use their resources to help civilian child care providers? 

There's no doubt that the militOIy's first priority is protecting the national security and supponing 
its own service members. This initiative will not undermine that mission. Much of this can be 
done without a significant exp('..nditure ofdollars, One' piece of evidence that that is true is that 
the military is already reaching out to civilian child care providers in their communities. though in 
a le~s comprehensive, coordinated way. This initiative will also benefit the military by providing 
workers for its child care centers and by increasing the number ofavailable spaces. 

, 

Health Cso: : ,, 

Q. 	 Many Congressional Republicans say they are opposed to lIew entitlements. How 
are you going to convince them to expand health care covcnlge'! , 

The President's children's health proposal is not a new entitlement, bUl a capped program which 
gives states lhe flexibility to design innovative ways to extend health coverage to uninsured 
children, This carefully targeted investment bas been fully paid for ill, the President's balanced 
budget. Moreover, we have seen enormous interest from both Republicans and Democrats in 
expanding health care for children, and we are optimistic that we will be able to pass a cllildren's 
health bill this year, 

Q. 	 Couldn't you reach these children more effectively through an existing mechanism 
such as the Med;caid program, the tu code, or an existing discretionary program? 

The President wants to pass bipartisan legislation that win extend health care coverage to up to 
five million uninsured children. He is wining to consider any ideas that will enable us to reach this' 
goal. 
Q. 	 Is it really worth cutting $22 billion from Medicaid and illlJ>lementing a per capita: 
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, 
cap ju~t to exp~nd coverage to a few more clltldreD? 

First ofaU, the'President has proposed $7 billion in net savings in Medicaid, which represents a 
reduction ofabout 1% offofthe current Medicaid baseline over the next five years. Also. the 
President's pian to expand coverage to more children is not paid for solely from' our savings in 
Medicaid. Moreover, because under a per capita cap States would get more doll.rs when they 
cover additional <;hiJdren and because children are relatively inexpensive to cover, we believe that 
this po1icy may well provide S".:ates with positive incentives t<? extend health care coverage to 
more children. ' 

Q. 	 Does the President support the Kennedy-Hatch childreu's health care bill wbith 
finances children's h~aUh care expansions by increasing the tobacco tax? 

First of all, the,President is del,ighted that there is so much bipartisan interest in expanding health 
coverage to children. and he will continue to work with Senators Kennedy and Hatch an~ others 
in Congress to:pass a balanced budget this year that extends health care coverage to more 
uninsured children .. 

I 

While the Hatch-Kennedy bill pays for new expansions by increasing'the tobacco tax, the 
President has • proposal which would expand coverage to millions of additional children and is 
paid for in the conteXl ofhis balanced budget plan, Regardless of the source offlnancing. 
assuring a significant commitment for children's health care will continue to be,a top priority for 
the President. 

That being said, studies of State excise tax Increases indicate that they can have significant public 
hesith benefits, particularly for children and adolescents, because ihe increased cost can 
discourage them from starting and continuing to smoke, 

Q. 	 The Hatch ..Kennedy thiJdrents health coverage bill seems to be losing support even 
by some of its cosponsors because or the tobacco tax fhtaudng. Are you concerned 
about these recent developments? . 

No piece of1egislation in this town experiences smooth sailing throughout the legisla.tive process, 
The President yontinues to be very encouraged by the strong bipartisan support for an investment, 
in children's health coverage. In addition to the Hatch-Kennedy bill, a number ofothers in 
Congress are coming forward with proposals to expand children's health insurance, Just this 
week. Nancy lohnsonjoined the Ii't of Republicans who have put forth proposals on to expand 
children's health care coverage. And we expect there will be many more. This should be a major 
priority for this Congress, and it is a top priority for the President. , 

Silre Start 

s 



Q. What is Safe Start? 

Safe Start is Ii program designed to change the way Jaw enforcement oflicers respond to children 
who are the victims of or witnesses to violence. The program will provIde I raining on early 
childhood development to community police officers, prosecutors, probation and parole officers, 
school personnel and mental health providers. It prepares the people on the frontline to respond 
better to the neegs of children who have been exposed to violence, and to intervene in time to 
prevent any further evidence. 

Q. How much will this program cost? 

In fiscal year 1997, the Department ofJustiee will spend $700,000 of already appropriated funds 
on the program. 

, 	 . 
Q. 	 How ~any individuals and communities will be reached by Safe Slart? 


.1 

Safe Start bui~ds on a prograrp. that is already in p1ace. In addition to providing additional, 

intensive training and technical assistance to the four communities already taking part in the 

program, the Department ofIustice wilJ involve four additional communities and will provide 

training on early childhood development to 20,000 law enforeement and o,her professionals in 

more than 50 communities, 


Q. Is Pre~ideDt ClintoD trying to lOrD police officer'S into social w'arkers? 

, 
No. New Haven Policy ChiefWeanng W~ part of the panel at today's conference ~- is a cop's cop, 
who rose up the. ranks from deteelive to police chief. He will tell you that his department's 
partnership with the Yale Child Study Center helps stop the cycle ofViolence by providing ea,ly 
intervention to children who are exposed to violence and who, iflet1 untreated, would be more 
.likely to become violent offenders themselves, 

Early Head Start 

, Q. Aren't many more ehildren eligible for Early Head Stat"t than aloe being ~erved? 

We estimate that nearly 3 million children ages 0 to 3 are eligible for Early Head Start while only 
23,000 are currently served. However, Early Head Start is a very new program, The first Early 
Head Start grants were awarded in October 1995. The President's 1998 budget would nearly 
doubJe the nu~ber ofchildren and families served, from 18,000 in fiscal year 1995 to 35,000 in 
fiscal year 1998, The Preside~t is eommitted to continuing to support this program, 

Q. Have Cbe organizations who will receive this new funding been selected? 
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No. Today, we are announcing a competition for this funding. The Department of Health and 
Human Services expect to annOunCe the new grantees in September. 

Re.ady·Set""Read Kits 

Q. How we~e the kits developed? 

Fifty reading, literacy and early childhood groups worked with the Department of Education on 
the basic design for the kits. The matenals were then developed by researchers from the Early 
Childhood Technical Assistance Center, and finally a working group offamilie" caregivers and 
early childho~ administrators reviewed and commented on them. ' 

Q. How and when will these kits be distributed? 

In May, kits ~1! be mailed to families served by early childhood programs .cross the country U~e 
Even Start, Foster Grandparents, and Leam and Serve Earty Childl)ood Programs. II will also be 
available to the public through the Deparunent of Educalion' s toll·free number at l·goo·USA· 
LEARN ami will be available on the Inlernet through the Department ofEducation's home page. 
The kits are available in Spanish and English.. 

·7 




. r 

Document Noo _____ 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

r -_____DATE: _---'::1+(->.;[\.,"--__ ACTlONICONCURRENCEICOMMENT DUE BY: CZ!/i7t-::C)O ;;::.,~; ..', 
. 

SUBJECT: _~':::..~_/_I:'l+---,C,,-\A_I\_J--,7ft.=-->G(....:.;.J~fL~----='.:I-'J-_C.:;...._vJL-,--vt.-.:....0.-.:;..(A_--.:f?e.~~~<:~J__ 

VICE PRESIDENT 

BOWLES 

McLARTY 

PODESTA 

MATffEWS 

RAINES 

BAER 

ECHlIVESTE 

EMANUEL. 

GIBBONS 

HALE· 

HERMAN 

HIGGINS 

HIl.l.EY . 

KLAIN 

BERGER 

LlNOSEY 

AC~ FYI 

0 
Iil' 0 
0 0 
~ 0 
g" 0 
ri/ 0 
Gil' 0 
(;;(. 0­
~ 0 
D 0 
D 0 
[] [J 

0 D 
r;i D 

D D 
r5/ 0 
0 0 

McCURRY 

McGINTY 

NASH 

RUFF 

SMITH 

REED • 

SOSNIK 

LEWIS 

YELLEN 

STREETI 

SPE~LTNG 

HAWl.EY 

VERVEER 

MOO 

w ~ IJ """'" 

h"" 

ACTION FYI 

0 ~. 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
if 0 

~Ij(' 0 
~ 0 
~ 0 
0 0 
0 D 

~ 0 
0 0 
Ii1'" 0 
0 0 
!sf 0 
~ 0 
0 0 

REMARKS: 

Co~i- .Iv 0 ..1'(" Lv."c/ 
RESPONSE: 

Staff Secretary ......... .......".. 


http:Co~i-.Iv


'97 APR 16 PMa:17PRESIDENT, WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

OPENING REMARKS 


WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON 

EARLY CHILD DEVELOPMENT AND LEARNING 


APRIL 17, 1997 


I want to begin by thanking our First Lady, my wife, Hillary, for bringing together the 
scientists) doctors1 sociologists and other experts whose work is the basis for our discussion 
today_ And be~nuse our subject will have enormous impact on the lives ofall Americans. we are 
also being joined by satellite by thousands of people at more than 80 sites around our country. 
Today, we have brought a village to the White House. 

There have been many White House conferences, but this one is different. It~s about 
helping America's future by giving our youngest children the opportunity to develop their fullest 
potential. And it's about supportingl in every way we can, the efforts of parents. We've begun 
that job, with the Family and Medical Leave Act. and with our proposed expansion to allow 
parents time to:attend parent~tC',acher conferences, find child care or care for an elderly relative. 
We gave parents the V -chip and n TV ratingssyslem so they could better control what their 
children watch: We took on the tobacco industry to stop their ads from reaching children. We're 
working to bring down juvenil~ crime and violence. Government doesn't raise children. Parents 
do, But these actions show we can and must do more to support famiHes and relieve some of the 
stress on parents, 

Now, we can help parents by sharing what we have learned from new scientific research 
about how very young children leam and develop. We are devoting this entire day to this project 
-- but this is only a start We must look at the practical impUcatious of this research for parents, 
care givers, policy makers and others who can have an impact in the lives of children. And we 
must continue to work in this area in the months and years ahead. 

Make no mistake: What we are undertaking is exciting and enonnous and important to 
America's future. The research that brings us here has opened a new frontier. Great exploration 
is not new to America; we have always sought to expand Qur horizons, but that has usually meant 
looking outward, far away from home. This great exploration takes us as close to home as we 
can be, to examine a mystery t~at we hold in our very nons ~~ our babies. 

Thanks in large part to federally funded research, we are discovering lh.1 the earliest 
years of life make the biggest d_iffcrence. that they arc also a cri1ical window of opportunity for 
developing peak emotional and intellectual potential. Every child needs proper nutrition and 
access to health care and a safe home and environment. And every child needs teaching and 
touching, reading and playing, singing and talking, How we care for our youngest children 
affects how Ihey will do in school and in lire, 

My Adn~ifii$tration has been committed to s~pporting this research and to build on it -~ to 



• 


take concrete steps to move toward optimum deveJopmcnt for America's children. Today, I 
want to share with all OfYOll some steps that we arc taking now, 

First. we want to improve the quality of child care. That is a great challenge, and it will 
tiute years to accomplish. We must consider carcfuHy a range of proposals to make sure that 
child care is both high-quality and affordable. [look forward to working with the Congress on 
this effort, which might includt: a proposal for additional tax credits to make child care better and 
more available to everyday Americans, 

, 
It might surprise some people, but the model for child care is the military's system, which 

many experts consider to be the best in the country. But we should not be surprised, because we 
know that anything the American military undertakes, it can do welL The man responsible for 
administering the Navy's child care system, Rear Admiral Larry Marsh, is here today. The 
military should be proud ofits achievement: a child care system with high standards, including a 
high percentage of accredited centers; a strong enforcement system with unannounced 
inspections. Parents have a toll-free nwnber to call to report cOncerns they may have. Training is 
mandatory. Wages and benefits are good, so staff tends to stay on. I am proud that the military 
places such importance on helping the families of the men and wOmen who serve our country. , 

i 
We want this kind of quality to extend beyond the military. So today, as just one step in 

addressing the s'carcity of good and affordable child care, I am issuing an executive 
memorandum, a;sking the Depru1mcnt of Defense to share its success, I want the military to 
partner with civilian child care centers and help them to improve quality and become accredited; 
provide training to civilian child care providers; share infonnation they have on how to operate 
successfully; and work with State and local governments to give on-the-job training in child care 
to people moving from welfare to work 

, . . 
[Child c~re is vitally important. With so many two-worker families, parents should feel 

secure in knowing that their child is the best set of hands next to their own~ For that reason, this 
fall, we will be holding another .White House conference. devoted to child care.] 

Second. ~e are working to boost our children's development by extending heaJth care to 
as many as 5 million uninsured children by the year 2000. We can do that with our Children's 
Health Initiative in my balanced budget proposal. It would strengthen Medicare for poor 
chitdren. provide coverage for working families through innovative State programs. and continue 
health coverage for children of wnrkers between jobs. I am very pleased that the Association of 
American Medical Colleges announced today that they are supporting our initiative. 

Third, we place a great importance on ea.rly education. So. today, J am announcing an 
expansion of Early Head Start enrollment by one-third next year. Early Head Start is something 
we created in 1994, and it has been a great success in bringing Head Start's nutritional. 
educational and other services to families with children age 3 and younger and to pregnant 
women. Today, we are requesting new Early Head S.tart programs to accomplis.h this expansIon. 
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And, to help parents and care givers to teach the very young, we have developed a too) 
kit. les called the "Ready. S~t, Read" Kit ~~ part of our America Reads Challenge. It gives tips 
on stimulating activities for young children. Il's going out to early childhood programs across 
our country and we'll have a hotline number to call for anyone else who wants 11 kit. , 

Fourth, 
! 

we must protect the safety ofchildren where they live, play and go to school. 
And In partic~lar. we must do more to help young children who are victims ofabuse and 
violence, Today the Departll1ent ofJustice is establishing a new program called Safe Start, 
which is based on efforts in New Haven. Connecticut, which you wiU hear about this afternoon. 
This program'wiH train police officers. prosecutors, probation and parole officers and mental 
health professionals in child development, so that they will be better equipped to handle situation 
involving young children. This will go along way toward keeping our kids safe, 

It will take a partnership across our national community to help our kids reach their fun 
potential. But the toughest job will always belong to parents. They are the first teacher and the 
main nurturer. Being a parent is a joy. but the challenges never quit. it is not a job you can walk 
away from1 it is not one you can show up late for, and you dare not fall asleep on this job. The 
world moves too fast, and that means more worry for parents. Work demands compete with 
family demands. Finding a balance has never been more difficult. Parents need and deserve our 
help. We need to come together to help them. 

There is so much science to be discussed today that I want to come back to the bottom 
line. The more we understand, think aoout and focus on the earliest years. the more we will 
really assist children and our whole society, These are the years that count 

A generation ago, a child development pioneer, Selma Fraiberg. said; "The experiences of 
the first 3 yc~s of life are almost entirely lost to us, and when we attempt to enter into a small 
child's world, we come as foreigners who have forgotten the landscape and no longer speak the 
native tongue." It's true that a smat! child doesn't speak our language yet. But a child, no matter 
how young, understands a gentle touch, a smile, a loving voice. Babies understand so much 
more than we have understood about them. Now, we can begin to close the gap. 

Today America takes a bold step across the threshold to the next century. This 
conference is about doing the best by our children, by giving every child the opportunity to 
develop to the fullest of their God~gjven potential. by using teaching and nurturing to lift up the 
very young. Together we are venturing into a new field of wonder and reason. And what we 
begin today may atTect generations ofAmericans to come. 

Thank you all for being a part Oflhis great effort. 

3 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 


FIRST SESSION 

EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT AND LEARNING CONFERENCE 


CONCLlJI)ING TALKING POINTS 


I'd like to thank Dr. I>avid Hamburg, Dr. Donald Cohen, Dr. Carla Shatz, Dr. 
Patricia KY.hl) Dr. Ezra Davidson, Dr. T. Berry Bnl'l&ltoo, and Dr. Deborah Phillips for 
participating ~bis morning. 

I 
Your research demonstrates that the earliest years of a child's life are a critical 

window of opportunity for emotional and cognitive development. I'm committed to 
continuing this,research: Increased NIH funding by 23% in the past four years, balanced budget 
proposal increases it further; the federal government has supported over 90%of aU children's 
research. 

Now we must tUfn this latest research into attion by providing parents with the 
tools they need to nurture their children and belp them to develop. After lunch \Ve ",in hear 
from representatives from model parenting and child development programs from across the 
COWltry who are already helping parents in this way. 

Pd like to say a spceiaJ thank you to the thousands ofyou who are joining us today 
by satellite at over 80 sites around the country. Your participation has helped to make this a 
truly national conference. I s;hallenge you to continue this discussion with one anQtbeumd 
explQre the ways in which your community can build 00 these remarkable discm!eries. 



"R t' 1'\\9;0tI'RESII>ENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON '91 fir " 
SECONI) SESSION 


,EARLY CHllI)HOOD A"'D IlEVElOl'ME"'T CONFEHENCE 

CONCLUlHNG TALKING POINTS 


APRIL 17, 1997 


Thank You: TIle Firs. lady, .he Vice Presiden., Mrs. Gore, Gov.l\1illJ:r, Mr. Arnold 
Lang,OO, Dr. Gloria Rodriguez, Ms. Sheila Amaning, Police Chief Melvin Wearing, Ms. Hanoiet 
Meyer. and Mr. Rob Reiner. 

It's time to leave this-table and carry on tbe mission of enhancing"the development 
of our cbildren. [t 1S up to us to expand upon the work that doctors, scientists and social 
workers in this field have devoted their lives to. We must educate parents, because above all it's 
parents who raise children; we must encourage our teachers to implement the findings and 
practices discu~ssed here today; we must challenge our communities to share the responsibility 
and provide the tools to support parents and enhance early childhood development. 

1 

Tbis conference has laid oot the necessary pieces for improving tlte well being of our 
cbildren ... and the picture that wiH emerge from our work is one that will include a 
brighter future for every American child. 1 thank all of you for being a part of this conference 
-- truly a firs. ofits kind, 



"I Am Your Child" 

Early Childhood Public Engagement Campaign Description 


Funders 

AT&T Fo,Ulo;utIJn 
The C:llifnmla Wcllnc$s Foundation 

Carnegie Corporation of New York 
The: CommoD"m.:31th Fund 

The Charles A. Dana Found:Hion, 
Inc. ' 

The Harris Foundat\IJn 

The Teresa & I'LJohn Hcinz III 
Foundation I 

IBM Corporntion 

i Johnson &}ohosoo 

: W.K, Keilogg Foundation 

; John D, & Catherine T. MacArthur 
F'oundatlon 

A.L. :i¥Iailman Family Fouruhtion, 
Inc. 

Rober:: R. McCormick T~ibunc 


Foundation 


The Travelers Fm:ndarion 

National Media , 

Prominent entcrtaine!"ll, media, foundations, corporations. and -child development 

experts hafte e~tablished an unprecedented public awareness and engagement 

camfY<llgn to f(}CW; un new and compelling L"Vicicllce about the importance of (he first 

~hrec years 1)f1ife. 

This effort builds on rese:m::h evidence ?n.-sentc-d in ~ Fbi."1tS, the $eminal \994 

report by Curu:gie Corporation or New Ybrk that condudcs that "hov,.. children n.ncrivn 

from &.t: ?rI..'schooi years all the way through ;;.uoicscence, and even adulthood, hinges in 

brgc part' (m their (txperiences ~fon: the age of three." 

Ti:e report points out that our nadon has inadvertencly neglected tb.:se crucial rears 

and that chis neglect has led to a. variety of tHlubling conditions that shuuld be improved. 

The goals of the campaign are to help reverse these troubling trends by: 

tnising public awareness about the impottance of the first three years of life; 
\':'Otking with national, :;,,,re and community leaders to improve programs and p<Jlicic5 

for young child:en ilnd thei!" fruniiies. 
connec:ing fami1ie~ with young children to the information. resoorces and servi>::es 

they need: 

Camp-oligo founders represenr an unusual collilboration that includes entertainment 

!:llent-spcarhearled by Rob Reiner and Michele Singer Reiner, i.md by Ellen Gilbert 

frum Intel'rl;ttlonal Creative !vbnagement ([CyIj-and a broud range vfexperts from the· 

early childhood fields, induding professionals in. child development, carly chiidhood <,Ire 
llild eduC3tion, parent education and family support, and children's health, coordinated by 

Ellen Galinsky and Nina Sazer O'Donnell of the Families and Work fnstirute. 

Called "{ Am ¥i,ur Child," An Hou,..Long ABC Prime Time Speelal is being produced by Rob Reiner, Michele Singer 
Reiner and their prodnC!:Ofl team. It is scheduled to air during the week of Apri121. 1997. It will feature music. comedy and a 

documentary created by New Screen Concepts lbout a community th:n has mobilized on behnlf of young childten lmd their fumilies. 

The progr:ltTI witi be hosted byTum Hanks, and will feature Robin Williams, Gltner:ll Colin Powell, Arnnld Schwarzeflcggcr, Bruce 
W\llis, D<.:mi Moorc. Billy Crystal, Rvsie O'Dnnneil, Cilrl Reiner, Md Brooks, lind other scan. Good Mornir.g AITerica \VlU rt:Htun: 

the campaIgn continuousl;' durir.g the week of the prime time spedal, as will :nmy well ABC lla.:ilres. 

Newsweek Special Editlon~ Newsweek: magazine will publish j, 5pedal edition tha.t will coincide with the show's airing. 

Public Service Announcements {PSAs}. Two broadcast public sen'icl' ;moouncemenu (PSAs) will be produced by Edge 

Creative (aeamrs ofCoca Ccla's ad ca:npaigns) for te1evi~ion, tacii{! and print media :md dlst;ibuted by The Advertising CounciL 

Toll-Free NumbeT and Written Fulfillment Materlal~ The prime ~i:ne :elev!slon special and ~he PSAs will il~cludc a 

toJ:~rree number that v!::wen Ciln call to obt!Un written fulfillment material. This mAterial will include research~based in!Ormiltion un 

how families can promote young children's s.chool readiness ttnd healthy de\'elopmenr, along with state by stare lists of pare:uing 
resources and services. 

A Video for New Parents -.viti focus on how families ca.n em:ollr.J.ge children's healthy de~·eiopmet1t. 

A CO·ROM and On~Llne Information will add:css the quenioos that pilren:-s have about their young <:hildren. An on-line 

information service, itvJibble to :llllmemet users, will ;m.wide pr.lctica! parenting inrorm;;t:on :lltd linkages (tl resm.:rces. 

A Conference on Brain Deve'opment wtts held :n June 1996 in Chk:!gt) :md a report from this conference, Re'-.Jrlnk.:i.rg 

tiE Brail, tvlU be a\.ulable in February 1997. 

Materials from the c.ampaign will be broadly diStributed 10 policy makers. business le~ders. national organizations, :md st:lte and 
lo(·alle:tden. 

Early Childhood Publk Engagement C"mpalgn Description t 

http:Re'-.Jrlnk.:i.rg
http:em:ollr.J.ge


Public Policy 
The camfmign is stimulating bipartis:tn di:tlog'.Ic ;!bc)ut fcdcml, state, ~nd local policy goals. Tn ensure that all young children get a 

d..-ccnt srart, the campaign has identified f(mI'" key areas Ihat constitute vital starting points tor our nMinn. These are:1S d,re: the 

<:fC:ltlon of cumprehcus:ve preventive health care for mothers. :o.thcn :lild young children; the prumot:on of responsible, ioforml'<1 

paremhood by e:Ypanding pmvcn ;tppnuc~es; the wider uvnjiabiliry of high-'1uality child (;ire and l!ariy cdm:atioo; and the -l!Xpansion 

of state lOci community mobilization efforts to reverse current patterns of neglect, 

The Rand Corporation is eonducting research on the long term economic benefIts of effective polici~ and progrnms, A 
series of coH~bcnctit analyses 00 the impact of such programs on the pn;venriun of child abuse, crime. ;\'Cltlrc dependency lmd utht:r 

outcomes will be released in Spring 1997" 
National !'Summjtll Meeting. Campaign leaders arc in discussion with the Presidem, cabinet officials, :md a bipartisail 


group of members of Congress and guvernorll about ,he design of rI national conference on lite status of )'oung children in J\r.J.ericL 


The National Governors' Association. A bipartisan task torce of governors led by B\)b l\'iiiler (Nevada) dnd George 


Voinovich (Ohio) will study federal ;tnd stare fX1lil'Y options tu strengthen progmms and supports for fJmHies with young children, 

National EducatIon Goals Panel. A special brietlng for the Nationai Education Goal. P:!net chaired by Govemor James 

B. Hunt (North Carolina) \v;U also take p.l:tCt':. 
The Matlonal Conference of State Legislatures is de\'dnping aleadcrship group ofstate legislators whu will prQmmc 

legislative action bas;."d on ncwevidence on brail1 rese:uch nf.d the healthy d<..'Velopmen! of ;"Oung children. Campaign lC:ldcrs will 
provide a briefing ilt the org;<nizadon's national meeting in August 1997. 

Outreach to National Organizations 
Work with National Organizations. Narilmai o!fr,mizar:ons a.re using their newsletters. journals, :md other communicarions 
vchick'S to publicize the campalg:t and inform their members about early childhood brain development. They an: ;Usn encouraging 
their members to participate in state :md !ocal (oalition activities, In additio:l, O\'cr four dozen national Qrganizations, such as the 
American Academy of Fecii;lttics, Areedcan libmry Organiz:h'ion, Ametican Public Welfare Association and others, are pMticipating 
ill tho camp:ugn. 

Linkages to Business Leaders. A business symposium will be conducted in collaboration v.irh the Commi.ttee t'ilr 
Economic Developmem in April 1997. A report on innovath"e busincss SlJppottS fOr new and expccrn.nr parents will be produced tOt 

the symposium and will be widely disseminated. 
;-------------, 
: Other Collaborators 

State and Community Action ; The Advertising Cound!, 
I Inc. ' State and Loeal CampaIgn Coalitions of ous;ness leaders,, 
, Benton Fonnd<lti{)n child adVOClltCS. and parents in torty4t\vo SllteS and communities 

are forming partnerships to strengthen programs and policies.Cfmlitinn for i\rnedClls 

Children 
 Additional coalitions :ire continuing to furm. ...Evolutionary Pubiishiog, 

Inc. 
 F'lr further information about the media campaign. pk.:.m: 

i Nar:onru Governors' COllt;;'Ct Ellen Gilbert, Vice President. Public RchnwnslSpe·cial 
Association Projec~s, [nrernational Cre:ulve M:m::tgement, Inc. (Ie?vI;: 

Expert Advisory Board 

Judy Langford Carter, ~"lA. 
F'urmer Executi.ve 
Director of Famllv 
Resu'Jrte Coa:itio'n: 

Jerlellr. Daniel, Ph.D .. 
Past P:esiciem, National 
Assoc;ation for the 
Education of Young 
Children; 

Emilv Fenichei. tvISW, 
Associate Diree-ror of 
ZERO TO THREE , 


i Deborah A. Phillips. Ph.D., 

New Screen COllcepts (310) 550-4203, E-m:til: egilbert@icmtalent.rom 

For further in{otm<ltion about the ourre<lch c<lmpaign. pleaseI, The Rand C{)tp<mtion Director, Board on 
\:onttlCt the Families <lnd Work Institute: Children and Families: ten 

EUen Gallnsky. P:ojcct Director: (212) '::65·20.:·t Batty Zuckerman, MD, 
, ZERO TO THREE, E~mn.i.l: emgmimkY@:J.;)Lrom Chairman, Depar~ment 
! National Center £or Nina Sllzer O'Donnell. Project Manager; (919) 477~iU;, of Pediatrics, Boston 

Infal1tS, Toddlers lUtd University Schoui of£-maii: nsn:ltfivi@uoLcomFamIlies :-"Iedidnc 

1131197 E~\r!y Childho:,d Public Eng.1.gcmcnt Campaign Description 2 
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. . . 
WHITE BOUSE COJII'FERENCEON 


EARLYCBTI.DBOOD DEVELOPMENT AND LEARNING, WHAT NEw RESEARCH ON 

THE BRAIN TELL.S US ABOUT OUR YOUNGEST om ,DUN 


"Lem mng IHltns in thtfim days albft. SciOltiS'/S (0'1 ~ dir1:O'Wring hawyoung Chfldrm dew!lbp emononalJy and 
mtel!. ~'tuQJly from. thei,.veryfirst. tmd haw important it iS.forpann.ts to "gin t~diateJ;Y talking. 5inging. fYt'n 
t'(uldilr'l.to Inei,1nfanlS .... W, 'already know we should stan traching cJtildl'm b8j(m! thq 5t017 school . .. 

Tod.,:.'. Pr.&id;"'. Cliaton issued a statement annaunclJJg the 'dateand th~ afthe Whit~ House CODfereru:. 00 
Early,-:,;Idhood Developmtn. and LemDing:Wbat New Researel1 on the Brain Tells Us About Our Youngest 
Chil",.'·, The day-!ong Coaferencewill udre place on April)7, 1991 at the WhiteHouse, The Conference will . 
highE":,, now critically important clrildren'sexpcricn... befOre ,.liool are.o thefr development and their laler 
SUCC\!5.'; in school and in life. ' ' 

Th~ C',afere"". will focus on the practical applications ofthe latest scientific reseateb on the brain, pArticul..-ly 
for pc", 'ow and·care-givers. ALIa centnl to the Conference will be a discussion ofthe ways ell ~rs ofsociety, 
in<:IUd, " , the medical, business, and faith communities, child care providers and government, eon use tlli. . 
infonn,ldon to strengthen Americals fitmilies. . 

0.", ,',., lost four y= the Admi!listration has invested heavily in research t~'heip us better understand the 
.imPOI '.'''<0 ofthe first few ysars to ohiId development and learning, and instrellgthelling efi"oru that SUppOIt 
fami)i", ,nd CMe~ with young ohiIdr<:n, including: 

• 	 [n~"'""ed NlB Rfsearch F ...uDng 23%. Unlike oth ... rescoreh area., the federal 8overnme:nt is almost 
Ih. sol. funde, ofresearch ofchildren and yooth. supporting over 90'/' of l'CSearcil on children and youth 
.',ender the Cliaton Administration. funding for NIH research has incre.... by 23%.since 1m. to $12.7 
i>iltion in 1997. Between 1993 and 1997, funding for' NIH children'sresearch has incr...ed 25%, from 
, ) billion 10 1.6 billion. This sustaixied level of investment has helped Support many'ofthe re.earch . 
:·ojvanccs the April Wbite House Coofereru:. will explore. In FY 1998 the President'. l5udget prop";,"" to 
;""rease funding ror NIH by an edditional'$337 million. . 

• 	 EnhaDced Head Start Particlpatlon ani! QUlUity and Created the Early n ... d Start Program for 
,;hild..n 0-3; The Admicistration has enhanced !lead Stan participation and increased it, funding by 
."% over the """ four yo..... and cr ..ied the Earlj Head Start program in 1994 to 'UPPOIt families with 
""ild,en ages ...o to thr••. Head suirt providC3low-incoll1!:'children and their fanlilios with 
':<'mp",hensive education, health servic ... and nutrition. The President', FY 1998 Budget further 

'\ increases participation to reach'I22.00D more children in'FY.199& than wh~he took office. 

• 	 Commitment to Fuil Partl.,;patioD in WIC. The AdmWstnttioodr..-naticelly increased participation in 
,he MC Supplemental NutritionPfog!1l.tll, providing 7.4 million pregnant women, infants, and children 
wnh nutrition packages and information and health referrals - 1.7 million more than when President 
<;Unton tool< office. And his F:Y 1998 Budget would achieve his goal offun participation in the WIe . 
prugram by the cod of IT 1998. Research shows that (,very $1 illveSled in WIC prenalal serves .aves up 
'" $4 in Medicaid costs in the fim 60 days after birth; [usnA. "" -"p"Ilq-J. . 

• . 	 Le.ding Nati.nal Effort to Raise Immunization Rates. l:n 1993, the Adrilinistratiori launched a 
llrrriona.1 elfort to raise childhood im.muili:urion rate! by reQuci.ng vaccir.atiOD costS for parents and 
vaccine delrvery services, and-incres.sirts conU:nunity eduation and pannerships. Today. ci:tildhood 
irnmun.i.2';arioo rates are at record high 1evels. . ," 
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RADIO ADDRESS 'OF THE PRESIDENT 

TO THE NATION 


, ' 

. THE PRESIDENT: Good morning. T9day, I want to talk 
about the toughest job ·any person can have~ It's not a job you can 
quit, show up late for, or do just'enough to· get by. In eve~ way,
it's.a lif~time.oomrnitment -- it's being a parent. . . 

':In our times, 'parenting has become an even 'greater, 
challenge~ The world,moves' faster, and parents rightly worry more, 
about how to protect their children's health/ their safety and their 
future. Jobs place more demands on mothers, and fathers. Finding a 
balance between home and.. work" takes more effort 'l;han ever • . 

Parents can use some help. And while government doesn't 
raise chilt;iren, it can sometimes ,give parents the,- tools they need to 
make.their jobs easier. That'~ why we fought for and won the V-chip 
and a ratings systems for Ty, so parents can better protect ,their 
young children-from unsuitable shows~ That's we fought to keep. the 
tobacco industry from advertising their products to children., And 
why we're fighting to keep streets' safer and to ,reduce juvenile 
crime .. · Ali these help parents 'to d? a better "job .with their 
children,. ' 

. , But there ,is still work to be done. Parents want to do 
right thing by their children from the very start. And giving our 

'youngest children what they need 'to thrive from the very.first days 
of life is ,something the First Lady~~as studied for a long time. In' 
her book, I~:rt Takes a Village,-II Hillary called on our nation to give 
its attent~on to new findings about the early years of children's 
lives that 'so often are overlooked in intellectual, social and 

. EUnotlonal devEJ!lopment. 
. . 

Our administration has worked hard to better understand 
these early years, Since 1993 1 we incr~ased funding for children's 
research at the National ,Institutes of Health by 25 percent -- or 
$322 million,-- and my balanced budget plan promotes further 
'increases in funding~ We expanded and ~mproved Head Start, and we 

-created an E~rlY,Head start Program for ohildren age three or younger 
so that they could get the stimulat~on they need at those critical 
~ . ...~mes. 

, "From our 
. 

research, 'we know that from the very first days 
of 'life a child is developing emotionally and int~llectually, am? how 
he or she does in'those first "three years of life will help to 
determine how a child does later in school and in life. That's why' 
we need to begin teaching and nurturing our children before they go 
toschooJ.. l' ," , ' . 

. We want to sort through our research and get it'to 
parents and to care givers who wor~ with children~ So next-week 
Hillary and t will bring together researche~s, parents and other 
experts fo~ the White House Conference on Early Childhood Dev~lopnant 
and Learning: What New Research- on the Brain TalIs Us About Our 
youngest childre~. 

MORE 

" 



We' will meet for a full day at the White Housa, with 
·satel-lite hook-ups to more than 60 sites around ou'r nation. ' This 
conference is an exciting and an enormous undertaking. It is.a call 
to action>to parents, to businesses, to care givers, the media, the 
faith comltunity and the government, each to·do their p'art to enhance ,. 
the ·earlies't years, of life. It grows out of our con:mitment to find 
new ways to suppor.t parents ?nd to help 'thei;- children reach their 
God-given potential. 

As part of that commitment, ,I also want to call today on 
the members of·congress tO'do their part to come to the aid of our 
families~ They can do that very s~mply by passing my expansion of 
the Family and Medical Leave Ac~. 

This bill would allow workers up to 24 hours of ~npaid 
leave each year to.fulfil1 certain family obligations. It could 
allow a worker to attend a parent-teacher conference, or take a child 
to the pediatrician~ or to find quality child care, or to car~ for an 
elderly relative., ' 

Famil'ies· occasionally need these small pieces of time to 
take care of their 'own. More than 12 million American workers have 
taken leave for reasons covered by the Family and Medical Leave Act 
since it becam'e the very first bill ! signed intQ law in 1993. It 
was needed then, it's needed now and we 'need to improve on it. So I 
urge the Congress to act soon on this legislation. Don't ask people 
to choose ever between being good workers and go.od parents. We can 
help them to do both. Pa,ss· the expanded Family and Medical· Leave 
Act. 

< 

~ think this bill is so important that today I 'am asking' 
all federal departments and agencies to make expanded Family and 

; 	 Medical Leave available to their workers ,immediately. Wherever 
possible I I want workers to have access right now to essential time 
off for family ?bligations • 

. I am committed to doing all we can to support families 
as they struggle to do right by their children. We know that the 
very earliest years ~ill decide whether children grow up to become 
healthy and happy people. ,That's why we're giving parents time off 
to care for them/.why we should extend.the family leave law so 
m'illions more parents· can have that opportunity and why we must focus 
all our science, education and.public efforts to give our children 
the very best start in life. 

Almost a century and a half ago, Oliver Wendell Holmes 
said, "A child's educatipn should'begin at l~ast a hundred years 
before he was born. If 

What we,do now can benefit generations of Ameriqans to 
come. We can start with the smallest community ~- the ~amily~ And 
from there we can rebuild and renew the best in America by beginning 
with the best of America', our children 

Thanks for listening. 

END 
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ufldcrtaking.1f is fI mill... adiOIl io PI1T2111;;, t... blJ~mi:iSC$, 

to cm1' Sii:IfTS, the medin, fhe fnith (ommunity fiud 

!11r! got'l.'mrnent, Mch to d~tl!l!ir}lf1!f. to. 

f'ni/(tIlCf the earii£'b:t yettTS oj life. It grow'S ollf of OIiT 

(ommifmcui ttl find Hew way" 10 SilP/~}fl parents lind Iv 

hc1;J their c11ildrclI read! their God~giL'cn polentini." 

Pre5klen! Clmton 

"We're errited tllaJ Sill/umy people wilt 

/h'uhft; to take p.-.r{ ill this ..Wilt. We flU }unw 1/ role 

10 play ill making sure {.Il1rents }unit! tilE tools they need 

j{) do tile Mf job tl!~ ((lit. We be!il'vc 

tllis Cunfcrencc C<71I 11Iakt' a t'alwll;/t' COlllrillUtioH." 

Mrs. Clinton 
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