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mbcr 16, 1998 

MEMORANDUM ,FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF 

FROM: 	 Bruce Reed 

Elena Kagan 


SUBJECT: 	 DPe October Event Ideas 

Health Care 

Long¥Term Care:' If Democrats decide to introduce an alternative tax bill. we could do an even 
(either before or concurrent with the Democratic unveiling) that highlights the President'S: long~ 
term care initiative, The President's proposal would provide for a $500~$LOOO tax credit to 
people with long-term care needs or their caregivers. It would cost about $5 billion over 5 year 
and help about 2.2 million people. At the same time. the President could call for the Federal 
Employees Health Benefit plan to offer iongAerm care insurance to federal employees. OPM~ 
estimates that 300,000 people WO~ld buy these policies. ~~ 

I'-". Work Incentives and He.lth Care for People with Disabilities: Within a week. we will know ~ ~hether the Senate will vote on the Jeffords*Kennerly Work Incentives Improvement Act -- the ~ 
disability community's (OP health priority -- this year, If the bill does come to a vote, we could "\ 
do a strong event with the disability and AIDS communities emphasizing our involvement in V 
developing the bill and calling on the Senate to pass it. We ruse could announce th,e approval o~ 
four states for the new "date certain" grant program. This initiative (long sought by the disability CL 
community) gives states the ability to use Medicaid funds to offer a time-limited opportunity for \C( 
institutionalized disabled persons to return to their communities to receive the long-term care " 
services they need, The disabilities community views the program as an important step in 

. moving Medicald away from its historic bias toward institutionalizing the chronically ill. 

~ .'~hildren's Healt~: October is the first anniversary of the effective date of the Children'g 

~
6 'tealth Insurance Program (CHIP). and October 5 is Child Health Day. We could retease the first 


annual report on states' progress in implementing CHIP, which is expected to coincide with a 

sufficient number of state approvals to cover 2.5 million kids. At this event. we would launch 

phase one ofOUf c~ildren '$ health outreach campaign with NGA, which includes new radio ads 
in 10 states (set to ,begin October I) targeted to parents ofuninsured children eligible for CH[P or 
Medicaid. We also are trying to get a commitment from AmericoTps to participate in signing 
families up for Medicaid and CHIP on the local leveL 

Patients' .I;lill of Rights: We would like to do at least one more patients' bill of rights event, 
preferably on the road. prior to the election. We might want to do a kind ofwrap-up event, now 
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that we have just about finished applying the bin of.rig~ts to federal health plans. toting up ~'),. 
everything we hav~ done by executivc action U&., how many people covered} and comparing ~"tOK. 
t6 what Congress has accomplished (~. ~~g). The AFL-CiO (per Jerry Shea) strongly 
favors this event , ......t1J:;~~~ . ' 

. ~~ ~0 
Cancer Eveot(s): In addition to the September 26 Cancer March (and the President's possible 
involvement through a radio address), October is- National Breast Cancer Awarenes:..o;: month. It is 
also the fifth anniversary of the President's launching of the t':ational Action Ptan on Breast ~ 
Cancer. We have tentatively scheduled October 21 for an event with the First Lndy to (1) release 
a new report on the progress the Administration has made in the fight against breast cancer. and ~ ;; 
(2) highlight a new information outreach and screening campaign focused on underserved ((J~ 
minorities. Because of the President's strong cancer record. as well as his desire to underscore ~ 
Ot:r commitment to ending health disparities among races, the PreSident might want to partlclpate tb, 
in this event. . ' ~~ 
Elder Abuse: See Crime section of this memo, ~ 
EJ!ucation· C'vJ... ~(M~""I . f "tl:l1J.G~~~~eptember Grunts: The Education Department ill announce prior to September 30: (I) 
techn~logy grants ($30 million to l7 stat,,:,);. (2) c arter sch~':.~!; ($60million to.20 states); 

. (3) safe and drug free school grants t$5 million for model school partnerships and umversItIeS);~ and (4),§ShoQI~to~work grants ,($40 million to urban and rural communities. which must be given &J 
~ on September 30)\ We can try to combine as many of these grants as possible it;lto u single event .. 
dn;~ perhaps in Chicago! . 

~otential Silt Signing!: (1) The Higher Education Act is virtually certain to pass this session, 

though the timing is uncertain. It is likely to contain provisions to reduce student loan interest 


/' rates, as wen as programs b~d on our Ijish Hen's and Teacher Recruitment and Preparation 

~c.. proposals. (2) Prospects for passing the charter schools legislation are decent, though hardly 
'* I guaranteed. (3) D!tto the prospects for passing an early literacy bill. 

~fe Schools Conference: On October 15. the President will host a White House Conference on 
School Safety and take the fonowing actions: (l) release the first annual repon on school safety, 
including school crime ~ tnfonnation on model safe schools. an~ recommended action steps 
for parents and teachers~ (2) unveil a proposal to refoon the Safe and Drug Free Schools program 
and call for additional funds in the FY 2000 budget; (3) announce a new FEMA-like program of 
assistance for communities that have experienced school-related violence; (4) launch new 
comprehensive school safety grants that will bring together disparate streams of funding from the 
Departments of Justice, Education t and Health and Human Services; and (5) start a partnership 
with MTV on school safety; which includes a year ofPSAs, 
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September COPS Grants: The President could announce in late September $31Q million in 
grants to hire or re~eploy 11,500 morc polite officers. This announcement would include $100 
million for Los Angeles to bire 700 nev,' police officers, $70 minion for the rest of California to # 

bire 800 new officers, and $200 million for COPS MORE grants to aHow police departments in 
mmunities across the nation to redeploy more than 10,000 officers. 

Jder Abuse Ilnd I'~raud: The President could take several actions to combat elder abuse and 
,fraud. including: (I) releasing the preliminary findings of an HHS study on elder abuse: (2) 
creating a new national center on elder abuse: (3) calling on Congress to reauthorize the OIlier 
Americans' Act, ",,<hich includes services to help older Americans at risk for abuse; (4) launching 
a new partnership between the Juslice Department and AARP to create Elder Fraud Prevention 
'~Teams (EFPTs) in fnur cities (Miami, Phoenix, San Diego, and Seattle); (5) relea<ing roughly $3 
million in Justice Department grants to combat fraud against the elderly (by September 30); and 
(6) posting new information 00 telemarketing fraud on the Department of Justice Web site. 

TOP COPS Legislation: The President could sign legislation to expand educational benefits for 

the children of slain local law enforcement officers at the NAPO TOP COPS event on October 9, ~ 


assuming the legislation is passed in time. The President endorsed this proposal at last year·s .......,) ~ 

TOP COPS event. The bill has passed the Senate and is waiting for a floor vote in the House. ~ ~ 


"v997 FBI Crime Stalistics: Coinciding with the October 18 release of the final 1997 FBI :;._~ 
~O Unifonn Report - which will continue to show large decreases in crime -- the President could ~'J_P{~ 
~ give a major policy speech on how this Administration's efforts have helped to fuel the j'ongest ~ f'Jr 

sustained drop in violent crime in nearly 40 years, The sJ?Ccch would commemorate the fourth ~; 
armiversary of the landmark 1994 Crime Act; highlight the crime policies. including signature . 
initiatives such as,COPS, that havc helped to change the nation's approach to crime; and begin to 
make the case for new crime proposals that will be Included in the State of the Union and FY 
2000 budget 

Youth Crime (;ulllnterdictioo Initiativ-e~ Anytime after October 23. the President could: (1) 
release the second' annual report on the Youth Crime Gun Interdiction Initiative (YeGH), which 
will provide new A 1F data on guns used in crimes in 27 chies; (2) announce the availability of 
new funds to hire new A TF agents to investigate gun trafficking in these 27 cities; and (3) 
propose a dramatic expansion of this initiative in the FY 2000 budget to all major cities (i&... the 
65-70 cities with populations of 250,000 or more), which would cost aoout $30 million (pending 
OMB's approval). Additionally. because w t lhe yeOH report to make a strong ca<;e for 
cracking down on "straw purchasers" an 0 , we are considering ......nether the President 
should announce his support for legislation requ[ background checks for all secondary 
market gun purchases, I 

.' i;) ~~, 

--~ 
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Children and Families 

Hcad Start Reau;horization 8m: The President should have the opportunity to sign a Head'Cti 

Start Reauthorization bill this year. A bill signing could highlight the how the AdministratiOJ'n,~~ r 

has (1) significantly increased Head Start participation; (2) dramatically improved program '\. .. 

quality; and (3) created Early Head Start for infants nnd toddlers. 


, 
Quality Child Care for Federal Employees Act: The President may get an opportunity to sign 
the Quality Child Care ror Federal Employees Act, whieh makes important improvements to 
federally-sponsored child care by building on an executive memorandum that the Presidl;!nt 
issued in March 1998, (Congress. however. might add this measure to an appropriations bill) 
We could announce new CCDBG data (see just below) at this signing. 

New Child Care Data. The President could announce new data of tbe number ofchildren 
served with child care assistance through the Child Care and Development Block Grant 
(CeDBO). This data will point to the need for increased investment in the block grant; we 
expect the data to indicate that we are serving approximately 1.8 million children of the 10 
mimon eHgible fo~ assistance. This 'is theJlrst data to examine the CCDBG created by welfare 
refonn in 19% (w~en four chUd care assistance programs were consolidated), 

CEO Roundtable Discussion on WorkIFamily Issues: The President could host a meeting of 
CEOs to discuss "family~friendly" workplace practices that meet the needs of the nation's ~ 
changing workforce. The President could release a new CEA report, ifit is ready. on Families 
and the Changing ~..aoor Market. Additionally, the President could signal support for [he design 
ofa paid parenta1leave program (policy development process required). This meeting would 
build on the work ?f!he Treasury Child Care Working Group, run by Seeretury Rubin. 

I 
Welfare 

National Child Support Case Registry: HHS i$ atmost ready to put in place a new national 
database of child support cases, called a Federal Case Registry. This database will make it easier 
to locate deadbeat parents, especially if they have moved to a different state; HHS will check the 
Registry daily against an existing database of new employees; when it finds a match. it will 
report the infonnation to the state, which then wiJI arrange to garnish the wages of the delinquent 
parent. The regisUy was proposed by the President in 1994 and enacted as part of the 1996 
welfare refonn law. States will begin to submit their case data to HHS on October 1; HHS 
expects to have 30 states in its system hy the end ofOctober and 40 states by the end of the year. 
We could unveil tJle new registry any1ime in October. /. 

Work Participation Rates and Other Statistics:- fn late October. the President c~uld visit aJ C; ~ 
welfare-to-work program and announce (I) new state work participation rates, showing that .Jr, 
almost all states are meeting the welfare law's single-parent requirements. but some are failing \$ ~ 
meet the law's separate two-pat\:[U requirement; (2) new caseload data showing continuing ~ 



5 

" 

THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN 
'f-:u -qy . 

declines; and (3) new data on the number of people who were on welfare in 1997 and working in 
March 1998, 

,, , 
OSHA Rule; The;President ~ouJd sign an Executive Order directing OSHA to issue wilhin -one 
year a standard establishing a smoke-free workplace for all private sector employees. OSHA has 
been working since (991 on a standard regulating ru.I indoor air pollutants (including but not 
limited to environmental tobacco smoke), but is years away from completing the standard, 
principally because there is scanty scientific evidence to justify the regulation of certain non~ETS 
pollutants. If the President ordered a separate standard only on ETS, OSHA believes it could 
complete the work within a year. The resulting standard would be similar to the August 1997 
Executive Order banning smoking in tederal buildings. 

Counteradvertising: )n an event focusing on counteradvertising, the President could direct HHS 
to: (1) designate the CDC's Media Campaign Resource Center as a National Clearinghouse on 
Tobacco Counteradvertising; (2) collect and disseminate a package of the top~ to advertisements 
for preventing youth smoking, and make these available to states and organizations for television 
placement free ofcharge: and (3) make effective anti-tobacco curriculum available to every 
school. SupermodCl Christy Turlington and the musical group "Boyz 11 Men" have made PSAs 
that would be arnotlg the top-l 0 package, and we could invite them to participate in the event 

Department of Defense Anti·Tobact'o Plan: The President could help unveil the DOD's new 
comprehensive antl-tobac(;o plan. 1bis plan includes: health plan coverage of over-the-counter 
nicotine replacement therapies; an extensive counteradvertislng campaign; and the incorporation 
ofanti~tobacco messages into military education and training programs, The total cost is about 
$60 million. The Secretary of Defense andlor Chainnan of the Joint Chiefs of Staff could join 
the President. 

Food Safetl( 

a~~ Salmonella and Re.earch: The President could announce a preliminary liSDA study showing 
that salmonella risks have declined by almost 50 percent in chicken and almost 40 percent in

lJ swine, .argely because of the HACCP program, At [he same time. he could participate in a kind 
of "show and tell" event demonstrating the importance of research to food safety, showing for 
example how feder!ll research has led to technologies dramatically reducing salmonella in 
chicken and e-coli in cows, 

ScO'ice 

Americorps lOO.OOOth Member Event: eNS is planning national service events in Washington 
and aroWld the COWltry on October 23 to celebrate the swearing~in ofthe IOO,OOOtb Americorp 
member. At this event (or at some other lime). tht:: President also could announce: (1) new grants 



6 

to support 500~ I 000 Americorps Promise Fellowships to support the goals set at the Presidents' 
Summit: (2) the recipients of the President's Service Awards, the nation's highest volunteer 
service award; and (3) the recipients of the President's Student Service Awards. 

Community Empowerment 

Indh"idual Development Accounts: The President may have an opportunity to sign a bill to 
provide funds for IDAs, which the President has supported since 1992. At the bill signing, the 
President could announce that he is sending a letter to the bank regulators asking that IDA 
accounts count towards a financial institution's eRA requirements. 



December 7, 1998 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF 


FROM: 	 Bruce Reed 
Elena Kagan 

SUBJECT: 	 DPC State of the Union Rollout 

Following ~s a list of possible announcements that the President CQuid make prior or to the State 
of the Union, 

HEALTlICARE; 

Anti~Astbm:t Initiative 
The President could unveil a new budget initiative that win enable EPA to conduct a national astluna 
awareness carnpaign~ inItiate activities to reduce asthma triggers in homes, and establish school· 
based asthma programs in every community. The initiative also will assist states in developing 
asthma management programs through Medicaid, The initiative responds to the fact that the number 
ofchildren afflicted'v.rith asthma has doubled to about 6 million over the past i5 years. 

Bioterriorism Initiative 
The Presid~nt could announce a new budget initiative to protect the country from disease outbreaks 
due to bioterrorist attacks or bacterial strains that are resistant [0 treatment. The new program 
provides t'dnding to establish a new dlsease surveinance system, "tmin epidemic intclllgence officers 
to identifY kd respond to attacks, develop a mass casualty emergency response system, maintaining 
a stockpile, of pharmaceuticals, and develop new vaccines and antibiotics. 

t 
New Viorl.t Incentives Initiative for People with Disabilities 
The Presidbnt could announce a set of actions to enahle people with disabilities to go to work. This 

package includes the Jeffords-Kennedy Work Incentives [mprovement Act, which gives people 
with disabilities the option to buy into Medicaid and Medicare when they return to work; a tax 
credit for work-related expenses for people with disabilities; a new program to integrate local 
employment-related and support services for adults with disabilities; and new efforts to provide 
assiSting technologies to people with disabilities. These announcements respond to 
recommendations included jn the President's Task Force on Employment of Adults with 
Disabilities, and the disability conummity strongly supports the overall initiative. We may be able 
to coordinate the event with the bipartisan inrroduction of the Jeffords-Kennedy legislation. 

Nursing Home Initiative 



To preempt the rete<lse of :l critical GAO report, the President could announce a new investment 
of over S90 million dollars to implement effective nursing home enforcement tools and improved 
nursing home quality and safety standards. The package includes new federal legislation imposing 
civil and criminal penalties on nursing homes committing repeated and egregious violations of 
Medieare or Medicaid regulations, increased monitoring of facilities that are repeatedly in violation 
of quality standards, and a new national commission to study the quality of care providing in 
nursing homes and assisted living facilities. 

Long Term Care lnitiative 
The President could announce new budget initiatives designed to address the growing national ~eed 
for high quality long tenn care services, The package includes a multibillion dollar long term care 
tax credit dud a program [0 provide support services for Americans who care for chronically ill, 

. or disabled family members 01' friends. This multi~faceted initiative addresses a growing problem 
of great iniportance to the aging community, 

New Labeling Requirements for Over-The-Counter Drugs 
The President could announce the release of a new regulation requiring pharmaceutical companies 
to label oveNhe~count.er drugs in a way that is easy to read and understand, ensuring that rnlllions,
of consumers understand how to take medications safely and effectively. Labels for over-the
coumer drugs are now often impossible to read or understand, leading to real health hazards. 
The regulation will be ready for release in January, but because it is not budget related, we can 
release it anytime. 

Genetic Discrimination/Medical Records Privacy Initiatives 
The Presidem can challenge Congress to pass bipartisan legislntion thar ensures thar insurers and 
employers do not use ,genetic information to discriminate against enrollees and employees. The 
President also can challenge Congress to pas legislation protecting the confidentiality of medical 
records ~~ and make clear that he wHt act administratively to do so if Congress fails to pass 
a bill in a timely manner, 

Children's Health Insurance Outreach Initiative 
The President could announce several new activities to identify and enroll eligihle children in 
Medkaid or CHIP. including a national advert~sing campaign and 1-800 number and various 
private sector inilt;.ltives. 

CRIME; i 

Crime Statisties and COPS II Launch 
The President could announce his budget proposal for COPS If in a large ceremony with the law 
enforcement community. The President could hold this event on the same day as the release ofthe 
Justice Department's 1997 "National Crime Victimization Survey (NCVS), which wi!! shovl a 
continued decrease ill crime rates to the lowest point since the survcv first beL;an. Thl."' new COPS

I " 
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program ~'Jil1 include continued funding for polIce officers and new funding for modern 1m\' 
enforcement technologies, crime prevention efforts, and a community~based prosecutors program. 
It also will include several gun proposals, which could be announced at the same time or split off 
for a separate event (see below). 

"'Zero l'o)eranceH for Drugs in PrisOtt5 
Following up on his directiw calling for "zero tolerance" of drugs in prisons. the President could 
make a series of announcements reinforcing the Administration's strong commitment to using the 
coercive pdwer of the criminal justice system to reduce drug use and crime. Specifically, he could 
announce: (1) The availability of up to $50 million in FY 99 for prison drug testing/treatment. as a 
result ofa provision in the recent budget deal tbat allows states to use their federal prison grants to 
drug test and treat prisoners/parolees; (2) S200 million in additional funding for FY 2000 to support 
drug testing, treatment and sanctions throughout the criminal justice Sj"stem; (3) $4 million in grants 
to help keep drugs from being smuggled into prisons; and (4) a ncw report on drug testing 
and treatment that shows.that more than 3/4 of prisoners have abused drugs in the past and that 
approximately 1/3 of state prisoners committed their crimes while under the influence of drugs. 

! 
Gun Show,Recommendations and Other Gun Proposals 
The Pres.ide'nt can announce his support for Administrative acrions and legislation to crack dO'WTI on 
the sale ofguns at gun shows. The Attorney General and Treasury Secretary will submit their repOI1 
of recommendations for cracking dOlhl1 on gun shows to the President by January' 7. The President 
could hold an event where he announces new Administrative actions that fol!ovv< the 
recommendations in the report and his support for legislation to combat the sale of guns at gun 
shows, At tpe same time, the President could announce other gun prposats in his new' crime bill (st:e 
above). 

) , 
WOMEN. CHILDREN. AND FAMILIES 

ChHd Care Initiative 
The President and First Lady could host a ceremony with child care advocates where the President 
previews the child care initiative in the State of the Union. This initiative is essentially identical to 
last year's proposal . 

• 

[qual Pay I 

The President could announce his budget proposals for the Administration to take action to 
strengthen and better enforce equal pay bws. The administrntive package includes an education 
program for employees; nCw outreach and technical assistance to businesses; and new training for 
EEOC employees. Much of the program focuses on assisting women in' non-traditional occupations 
sucb as constru<:tion, technology, and manufacturing. 

,
Car Seat Announcement 
The President could announce the fir-al D~partment of Transportation mle for universul-child satdy 
seats, Under the neW rule, every sem would be required to fit in every car the same way -~ 



eliminating the current confhsion caused by the existence of 100 kinds of child seats and 300 kinds 
of passenger vehicles. The National Highway Transportation Safety Administration estimates that 
80 perc,;:H of the children strapped into sat~ty seats arc at risk because ~cats are improperly 
connected, Approximately 600 children under 5 years old are killed and more than 70,000 are 
injured in vehicle crashes every year, The neW rule would make it easier for parents to use child 
safety seats properly and encourage greater use of child safety seats. 

I 

EDUCATl!l!l!;, 

Ending SO~dal Promotions 

The Presid~nt could visit a school system that is ending sodal promotion and roll out his FY2000 

budget initiative to assist such schools by providsing funds for afterschool programs, At this event, 

the President also could release a Departmenl of Education Guide to Ending Social Promotions. 


School Accountability 
The President could roll out a proposal in the FY 2000 budget that will assist states and school 
districts to tum around failing schools. The new program v.rill fhnd aggressive efforts to identrt)' and 
lnrervene in (including by shutting dowll, if necessary) the worst schools across the country. 

Class Size Reduction 
The Preside-nt could announce Department of Education guidance for states and school districts for 
reducing class size. The President could visit u'school with large classes to dramatize how much 
we can help or a school with small classes to hear parents and teachers talk about how wonderful 
small classes are, If the President can travel, visiting a TeMessee school would underscore that this 
really works, , 

WELFARE; 

\Vork Participation Rates and Welfare to Work Initiatives 
The President could visit a welfare~to-work progranl or make an announcement from the \\Illite 
House on: (l) new state work participation rales, showing that almost all sUites are meeting the 
welfare law's single-parent requirements, although some are failing to meet the law's separate two
parent requi,rement (these rates, for July - September 1997, are the first available under the ne,>-\' 
welfare reform law) ;. (2) new case[oad data sho'Ning continuing declines; and (3) ne\v data on the 
nwnber of people who were on welfare in 1997 and v\:orking in March 1998. This event could also 
be used to: (f) preview Welfare~to--Work reauthoriZi;ltion. including Responsib!e fatherho~d Grants. 

, 
Child Support Law Enforcement Initiative and PSA 
Unveil a new child support law enforcement initiative to double the number of prosecutions of 
egregious c?ild support violators by providing resources to identify, investigate, and prosecute 
these cases. ,This effort will be part ot' a challenge to law enforcement in every state to join our 
fl.1.tlonal effort to en.o;ure America's children receive the support that they need and deserve. At 
this evem, rhe President could also unveil .a new national public service announcement 
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underscoring fathers' responsibility to pay chUd support. 

rooo SAFETY: 

Nationwide Crackdown on Food Safety 
The President could announce his proposed budget initiative that would highlight safety standards 
and enforcement. Included in this initiative are (I) a repackaged and somewhat moditit:d legislative 
proposal giving the fDA and USDA additional enforcement powers (~, mandatory recalls and 
civil penalties); (2) additional food~specific regulations and/or guidelines (~, for certain fruits and 
vegetables); and (3) more extensive adoption of our model codes for restaurants and food service 
workers. In addition, we will focus on improving coordination with stllte and local agencies that 
regulate food safety in order to develop a wholly integrated national inspection system . 

• I 
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Record Type: Record 

To: Bruce N. Reed/OPD/EOP 

cc: Mary L. Smith/OPD/EOP 
Subject: SOTU roll outs 

My best roll outs/leaks would be the obvious: 

1. Equal pay initiative 

2. Food Safety Iniative 

3. Native American Teachers Initiative 

4. (Child safety Seats mid Jan is best) 

5. The Consumer Research Center: Kathleen Begala is sending me a desciption of what we could 
say it will do.) 

FYI. 
*Mendelson's staff'still doesn't want to do our homeless bump up, they have their own idea on 
selling the extra property that I mentioned to you and they seem worried a different package will 
jepordize that effort. 

* The muckety mucks seem into having Matt Shepard's parents at the SOTU. 

* I gave Jose the gun detector material tha~ the guy at DOJ was working on it sent me. Jose 
hates it. I 

I'm still tracking down some of the other consumer ideas to see if they have survived the budget 
fights. 



POSSIBLE HEALTH CARE EVENTS 


EARLY JANUARY 


Unveil new FY 2000 budget anti-nsthma initiative. We could unveil a new budget initiative 
that includes new funding for States to develop disease management programs through Medicaid 
and for EPA to conduct a national asthma awareness campaign, initiate community based 
activities to reduce asthma triggers in homes, and establish school based asthma programs in 
every community. This initiative is especially critical as the number of children afflicted with 
asthma has doubled to total about 6 million over the past 15 years. 

Announcing new efforts to detect and manage biotcrrorist attacks and rcsishmt bacterial 
strnins (superbug). The President could announce a new budget initiative to protect the country 
from the devastation of disease outbreaks due to bioterrorist uttacks or bacterial strains that arc 
resistant to treatment. The new program provides funding for a new disease surveillance system 
to collect and analyze epidemiological information on disease outbreaks, training epidemic 
intelligence officers to identify and respond to attacks, developing a mass casualty emergency 
response system, maintaining a stockpile o( pharmaceuticals, and developing new vaccines and 
antibiotics that could be used in the event of an attack. 

Announcing a new work incentives initiative for people with disabilities. The FY 2000 
budget includes a historic workers incentive program that provides for continued and enhanced 
access to programs that empower people with disabilities to work. This package includes the 
Jeffords-Kcnnedy Work Incentives Improvement Aet, which enables people with disabilities to 
go back to work by providing them with the option to buy into Medicaid and Medicare. a tax 
credit for work-related expenses for people with disabilities, a new program to integrate local 
employment-related'and support services for adults with disabilities, and new efforts to provide 
assistive technologies to people with disabilities. The unemployment rate among the 30 million 
working-age adults with disabilities continues to be much higher than that of the general 
population -- close to 75 percent for people with significant disabilities, who cite their inability to 
retain their health c~verage as their main impediment to returning to work. These announcements 
will reflect many of the recommendations included in the President's Task Force on Employment 
of Adults with Disabilities, and the overall initiative is strongly supported by the disability 
community. We may be able to coordinate the event with the bipartisan introduction orthe 
Je!Tords-Kennedy legislation. 

MID ,JANUARY 

Un\'eiling new sanctions nnd investments in quality oversight for nursing homes. To 

preempt the release of a GAO report in early January by Senator GrassIey that criticizes our 
nursing home quality enforcement record, this event could highlight OUf aggressive efforts and 
a new. investment of over $90 million dollars to implement effective nursing home enforcement 
tools and improved nursing home quality and safety standards. These include proposing new 
Pedcrallegislation imposing civil and criminal penalties on nursing homes committing repeated 



,
Hod egregious violations of Medicare or Medicaid regulations, increasing monitoring of facilities 
that arc repeatedly in violation of quality standards, and esrabJishing a new national commission 

to study the quality of care providing in nursing homes aoo assisted Hving facilities. 

Announce the President's multi-faceted lung term care initiative. The President could 
release new budget initiatives designed to address the growing national need for high quality 
long tcrm care services. including a new multibillion dollar long term care lax ,credit, proposals 
that provide Federal employees the option of purchasing private long term care insumncc, 
educate Medicare bbneficiaries about aV<tllable long term care optiOtlS, and invest $125 million 
dollars (if included 'in budget) in a new national program to suppOrt Americans who care for 
chronically ill or disabled family members or friends, About 2 million Amencans Jive in 
nursing homes and another.5 million Americans live in the community, but have health problems 
that nmke them dependent on others for hasic activLlies ofdaily living, such as bathing or 
dressing, This multi-faceted initiative addresses a growing problem and represents our first 
significant effort to'introduce new long term care policy that is extremely important to the 
aging community. : 

, 
LATE.JANlJAHY: , 

Announcing ncw labeling requirements for over the counter drugs. The President could 
announce th~ release of a new rcgulution requiring phunnaceutical companies to label over the 
cuuntcr drugs in easily read and understandable language, ensuring that millions of consumers 
understand how to take medication safely and effectively, Presently, labels for over the counter 
drugs arc often printed too small to read and in language that is often difficult to understand. This 
rcgulution will be ready for rele~\se in somt.l1ime in January; however, since the above mentioned 
initiatives arc aU budget related and may need to be released prior to the State of the Union 
address, we may wan1to consider holding this announcement for another time, since'it will be 
timely regardless of when it is released, 

I'rcycnting genetic discrimination. The President can challenge the Congress to pass bipurtisan 
legislation that ensures that insurers and employers do not inappropriately utilize genetic 
infi:,rmation to discriminate against enrollees and employees. Presently, Americans arc not 
adcquately prok"Cted against companies who usc this information as an eXCUSe [0 deny them 
employment However, we may want to consider holding this annount:cmcnt for another time, 
since it will be timely regardless of when it is released. 

EAHLY FEBRUARY 

New ehildrcn~s health insurance outreach efforts. At this event, the President would 
announce several new activities to identify and enroll eligible children in },t1edicaid or CHIP, 
including launching a national ad campaign that includes a J-800 number sponsored by the NOA 
and announce other private sector initiatives, Last year, we created a $24 billion Children's 
Health Insurance Program ~~ the largest health expansion for chHdrcn in 30 years. Hm'Vcver, over 
J0 million children are eligible for either Medicaid or CHIP but unenrolled. 
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December 16, 1998 

MEMORANDUM FOR BRUCE REED 
ELENA KAGAN 

FROM: DPC STAFF 

SUBJECT: DPC ANNOUNCEMENTS bILV(J;~ 

, 'fo5\> 'S,~l'\ -le.~\l. 
Following is a list of possible OPC announcements which you requested. 

Health Care -- Unveiling new sanctions and investments in quality oversight for nursing 
homes: To preempt the release of a GAO report in early January by Senator Grassley that 
criticizes our nursing home quality enforcement record, this event could highlight our 
aggressive efforts and a new investment of over $90 million dollars to implement effective 
nursing home enforcement tools and improved nursing home quality and safety standards. 
These include proposing new Federal legislation imposing civil and criminal penalties on nursing 
homes committing repeated and egregious violations of Medicare or Medicaid regulations, 
increasing monitoring of facilities that are repeatedly in violation of quality standards, and 
establishing a new national commission to study the quality of care providing in nursing homes 
and assisted Iiving~facilities. 

Health Care .- Arinouncing a new work incentives initiative for people with disabilities: 
The FY 2000 budglet includes a historic workers incentive program that provides for continued 
and enhanced access to programs that empower people with disabilities to work. This package 
includes the Jeffords-Kennedy Work Incentives Improvement Act, which enables people with 
disabilities to go back to work by providing them with the option to buy into Medicaid and 
Medicare, a tax credit for work-related expenses for people with disabilities, a new program to 

/ 	 integrate local employment-related and support services for adults with disabilities, and new 
efforts to provide assistive technologies to people with disabilities. The unemployment rate 
among the 30 million working-age adults with disabilities continues to be much higher than that of 
the general population -- close to 75 percent for people with significant disabilities, who cite their 
inability to retain their health coverage as their main imp~diment to returning to work. These 
announcements will reflect many of the recommendations included in the President's Task Force 
on Employment of Adults with Disabilities, and the overal1 initiative is strongly supported by the 
disability community. We may be able to coordinate the event with the bipartisan introduction of 
the Jeffords-Kennedy legislation. ' 



Health Care -- Announce the President's multi-faceted long term care initiative:' The 
President could release new budget initiatives designed to address the growing national need for 
high quality long term care services, including a new multibillion dollar long term care tax credit, 
proposals that provide Federal employees the option of purchasing private long term care 
insurance, educate Medicare beneficiaries about available long tenn care options, and invest $125 
million dollars (if included in budget) in a new national program to support Americans who 
care for chronically ill or disabled family members or friends. About 2 million Americans live 
in nursing homes arid another 5 million Americans live in 'the community, but have health 
problems that make them dependent on others for basic activities of daily living, such as bathing 
or dressing. This multi-faceted initiative addresses a gr6wing problem and represents our first 
significant effort to introduce new long term care pohcy that is extremely important to the 
aging community, 

Health Care -- An,nouncing new efforts to detect and manage bioterrorist attacks and 
resistant bacterial;strains (superbug): The President could announce a new budget initiative to 
protect the counl ry; from the devastation of disease outbreaks due to bioterrorist attacks or 
bacterial strains that are resistant to treatment. The new program provides funding for a new 

/ 	 disease surveillance system to collect and analyze epidemiological information on disease 
outbreaks, training epidemic intelligence officers to identify and respond to attacks, developing a 
mass casualty emergency response system, maintaining a stockpile of pharmaceuticals, and 
developing new vaccines and antibiotics that could be ,used in the event of an attack. 

Health Care -- Unveil new FY 2000 budget anti-asthma initiative: We could unveil a new 
budget initiative that includes new funding for States to develop disease management programs 
through Medicaid and for EPA to conduct a national asthma awareness campaign, initiate / 	 community based activities to reduce asthma triggers in homes, and establish school based asthma 
programs in every community, This initiative is especially critical as the number of children 
affiicted with asthma has doubled to total about 6 million over the past 15 years. 

Health Care -- Announcing new labeling requirements for over the counter drugs: The 
President could announce the release of a new regulation requiring pharmaceutical companies to 
label over the counter drugs in easily read and understandable language, ensuring that millions of 
consumers understand how to take medication safely and effectively. Presently, labels for over 
the counter drugs are often printed too small to read and in language that is often difficult to 
understand. This regulation will be ready for release in sometime in January; however, since the 
above mentioned initiatives are all budget related and may need to be released prior to the State of 
the Union address, we may want to consider holding this announcement for another time, since it 
will be timely regardless of when it is released, 

Education -- Ending Social Promotions: We can release a guidebook from Education on 
ending social promotions, and announce our FY 2000 budget proposal to help schools do this 
with after-school money. 
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, 
The guide is near completion, but not yet there, and Mike Smith and I have substantive 
differences in the tone and approach. Given the other things we are wrestling over, I'm not sure if 
we will get this don~ by the week between Christmas and: New Years, but early-mid January is a 
good bet. 

, 
Education -- Impl~mentation of New Education Initiatives: The grants announcements for 
GEAR UP and Te~cher Quality (HEA Title II) are in OMB for review. The Guidance for Class 
Size impiementatiori is in its second draft. These should be ready for announcement early-mid 
January. 

, 
Crime and Drugs 1- Children Exposed to Violence Initiative: Each year millions of children 
are the victims of violent crime and child abuse, or are exposed to domestic violence -- and many 
of these kids grow up and victimize others themselves. T.o help break this cycle of violence, the 
President could annhunce the availability of$10 million for 15 cities to help launch a new ,/ 	 Administration initiative to improve the criminal justice system's response to child victims and 
witnesses. Led by the Deputy Attorney General, Eric Holder, this year-long effort would focus 
on the following areas: , 

(1) Improved Law Enforcement, including specialized training to improve police and 
prosecutors" handling of child witnesses and victims; new "Court Schools" to facilitate 
children's in~eraction with the courts and reduce secondary victimization by the criminal 
justice system; more detailed reviews of child deaths; and the establishment of Crimes 
Against Children Units in prosecutors' offices, I 

(2) New Legislatiye Reforms, including changes to federal and state laws dealing with 
felony murder/pattern of abuse statutes, child neglect and endangerment, penalties for 
committing crimes in the presence of children, sex' offender notification, and other issues 
related to child victims and witnesses. . ,, 

(3) ~ted Violence Prevention/Intervention, including Child Development/Community 
Policing programs that link law enforcement with mental health professionals to focus on 
troubled kids; Child Advocacy Centers to promote a community-wide response to child 
victims and witnesses; and nurse home visitation programs designed to educate parents 
and reduce child abuse, , 


, 

(4) Increased Awareness of Child Victimization as a National problem, including a OOJ
sponsored National Summit on Children Exposed :to Violence; four regional forums to 
promote the recommendations from the Summit; ~nd the involvement of prominent child •
advocates.ili.e,.., Oprah Winfrey, Rob Reiner and others). , 

Crime and Drugs L Drug Offender Accountability: Following up on his directive calling for 
"zero tolerance" of drugs in prisons, the President could make a series of announcements 
reinforcing the Administration's strong commitment to using the coercive power of the criminal , 
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justice system to reduce drug use and crime. Specifically~ he could make the following 
announcements: 

(I) The availability orYIl to $50 million in FY 99 for prison drug testingltreatment. As 
part of the recent budget deat, the Administration fought for and won the flexibility for 
states to lise their federal prison grants to drug test and treat prisoners/parolees" A state~ 
by~slate breakMout of this funding could be released, as well as the official solicitation for 
funds. Also, MD Governor Glendening or Lt, Gov. Kennedy-Townsend -- who already 
plan to use these funds to test parolees - could attend and speak: in support of this 
initiative. 

(2) $200 Million in additional funding for FY 2000, The FY 2000 budget will include 
$200 million to support drug testing, treatment and sanctions throughout the criminal 

. justice system, and this information could be leaked as part of -- or just prior to -- the 
event 

(3) $4 Million for Dru~ Detection in POsons, ONDCP is prepared to release S4 million in 
grants for 8 states (MD, CA, A:Z, AL, FL, NJ, NY and KS) to implement drug detection 
technologies to help keep drugs from being smuggIed into prisons. 

(4) Report 00 Drug Tesli!ij!lTreatment Allhough'not yel final, the Justice Department is 
working on several related reports that might be r~ady for release at this event 

Crime and Drugs ~~ Crime Statistics: The President could announce the release of the Justice 
Department's 1997 National Crime VictimIzation Survey (NCVS), which we expect to show a 
continued decrease in cOme victimization rates, The NC\,S measures overall victimizations / 	 reported by househOlds, including violent crimes and property crimes. Last year's victimization 
rates were the lowest recorded since the Inception of the survey 23 years ago; if the rates continue 
to decline ~~ as we expect *- they should hit record lows again. Also, we J.llaj: be able to combine 
this with the release of$16 million in COPS grants to hire over 200 officers. (NB: The timing for 
these announcements requires further coordination with Justicc_) 

Tobacco - During Budget Rollout or State of the Union: 
, 

(1) Announce that we will seek to recover federal costs caused by tobacco, through our 
budget and through a federal lawsuit 

I 
(2) Issue a directive to the Office of Personnel Management requiring enhanced coverage 
fOf federal ethployees ofsmoking cessation services, either by raising coverage limits (now, 
only $100 for most fce for service plans) or waiving deductible and copaymeal', At the 
same time, he could unveil his plans to provide improved smoking cessation services to 
veterans and members of the armed forces. New ~ssation coverage will be part of a 
comprehensive anri~tobacco plan to increase military readiness. 
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Welfare to Work -- Before Budget Rollout , 
L 

(1) Release new state work participation rate data showing that almost all states are 
meeting the welfare law's overall work requirement (requiring 25 percent of all welfare 
families with an adult to work), although some are failing to meet the law's separate two

/ 	 parent requirement (requiring 75 percent of recipients in two parent households to work). 
These rates, for July - September 1997, are the first available under the new welfare 
reform law. 

(2) Highlight new data showing more recipients are working now than before welfare 
reform (using data from the March 1998 CPS Census survey andlor state data comparing 
1997 to past, years). 

During Budget Rollout or State of the Union 

(3) Unveil new caseload data showing the welfare rolls have fallen below 8 million (down 
from 14 million when the President took office and 12.2 million when he signed the bill 
into law). 

(4) Announce that the Welfare to Work Partnership has met the President's challenge to 
sign up 10,obo businesses, and (possibly) that federal agencies have met the challenge to 
hire 10,000 welfare recipients -- ahead of the target date of2000 (we'll know by the first 
week of January). 

(5) Announce our proposal for $1 billion more in Welfare-to-Work funds to help those 
welfare recipients still on the rolls and face the greatest challenges get jobs and succeed in 
the work force. This revised program will contain a new emphasis on increasing the 
employment of low income fathers so they can better meet their responsibilities to their 
children, with a minimum of $150 million for Responsible Fatherhood Grants. 

(6) Unveil a new child support law enforcement initiative to double the number of 
prosecutions of egregious child support violators by providing resources to identify, 
investigate, and prosecute these cases. This effort will be part of a challenge to law 
enforcement in every state to join our national effort to ensure America's children receive 
the support that they need and deserve. 

(7) Unveil new national public service announcements underscoring fathers' responsibility 
to pay child support. 

(8) Possibly release new 1998 figures showing additional increases in child support 
collections. (We do not have these data yet but are working on getting them by early 
January. These data will update our current statistics showing a 68 percent increase in 
child support collections since the President took office, which are based on 1997 data). , 
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Post-State oflhe U~OJl Am~iflcatiQn 
, 

(9) Announce the availability of funds for the third round of Welfare· to· Work Competitive 
grants, possibly including targeted funds for long tem recipients with disabilities, low 
literacy skins or English as a Second Language, and/or substance abuse problems, using 
the opportunity to highlight the importance of the President's proposal for $1 billion more 
for this program, 

(10) Announce the competition for 50,000 new wclfare-to-work housing vouchers, while 
highlighting the President's proposal for XX more. In October, the President signed into 
law funding for the 50.000 housing vouchers he'd' pushed for in last year's. budget and in 
late January HUD will be ready to release the request for local communities that want to 
compete for'these vouchers. 

(II) Announce the competition for $10 million in funds for Individual Development 
Accounts while highlighting the President's proposal for more funds in his new budget. 
The Human Services Reauthorization bill signed by the President in late October 
authorized a five-year, $125 million demonstration program to establish Individual 
Development Accounts to help low income families save for a first home, education and 
training, or to start a new business ~~ an efl"'ort the President called for in his 1992 
campaign. However, the FY 1999 appropriations:bill only funded $ I 0 million for this 
effort. HHS, is required to announce the first grant competition by January 27th. 

Children and Families -- Title IX: Same description as before. Can be ready at any time, 

Children and Fam.ilies - After..Sc.hooIlSocial Promotion: We could preview this budget 
announcement in January. i 

Children and Families .- Child Care/Families: We could preview the entire initiative in 
January 

Children and Families - Kids Aging Out of Foster Care: We had hoped the First Lady would 
do an event announbng the new budget initiatives: on independent living/transitional 
!iving/Medicaid for ~hildren aging out of the fuster care system. We could do the event with the 
President in January. 

Children and Families ~* Mentoring Eveut: The First Lady is planning to do a mentoring event 
in which she would announce $16 million in mentoring grants, release a report on the 
effectiveness ofme~toring. as well as promote a new PSA campaign on mentoring. We are also 
exploring additional mentoring announcements: from the Department of Education. This 
announcement will be ready around mid~January. and could be made by the President and Firs.t 
Lady in January. 
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Announcement O~ Empowerment Zones Round II. 

Food Safety Initiative. Our joint initiative Vtith HHS and USDA to improve federal, state, and 
.I local enforcement offood safety laws. 

Equal Pay. Our 53'0 million project to provide women with better information about their right to 

equal pay and comp'anies with the technical assistance to pelp companies better comply with the 
law" " 
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November 30 
December I 
December 2 

December 3 
December 4 

December 7 

December 8 

December 9 


December 10 
December, II 

December 12 •, 
December 15 

December 16 
December 17 
December IS 

December 19 

December 21 

December 22 

December 23 
January 4 

• 

MESSAGE SCHEDULE 

Ele<::tronic Commerce Event 
World AIDS Day Event{T) 
Democratic Leadership Meeting , 
DLC Leadership Dinner 

Bipartisan Patients Bill of Rights Event 

Statement (Job #,) OR Possible Press Conference (T) 

Tape Radio Address (Drunk Driving Prevention) 


Minimum Wage Event 

WH Conference on Social Security 

WH Conference on Social SC\;urity 

Pageant of Peace 

Campaign Finance Even~ (T) 

Central American LeruJers Meeting! Donors Conference OR 

Possible Press Conferen~e (T) 

Tape Radio Address (Middle East Trip) 


Middle East Trip 

No Message Opportunity 
Child Safety Event (T) , 
US-EU Summit at the While House 
H1V!AIDS Council Meeting 
Live Radio Address (Y2K) 

Pan Am 103 Amliversary Event, Arlington Cemetery 
Possible Service Event {Shelter Visit) (T) 
Children's Christmas Reading Event 

VACATION 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

, 
November 23, 1998 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF 

CC: 	 ANN LEWIS 
STEPHANIE STREETT 

FROM: 	 BRUCE REED 

SUBJECT: 	 POSSIBLE POLlCY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Following is a list of possible DPe announcements that ~eflects our discussions last week. 

NOVEMBER; 

November 24 	 Adoption Registry 
The President could join the First Lady in calling for an Internet·based national 
registry of children in foster cafe waiting to be adopted. Prospective adoptive 
parents will be able to VISit the site and meet these waiting chi'dren. The registry 
will cost between $1·2 million and will be funded through the Adoption 
Opportunities Grants. which are a part of the President's Adoption 2002 Initiative
- an effon to double the number ofchildren adopted from the public child welfare 
system by the 2002, November is National Adoption Month, and it is exactly one
year since the President signed the landmark Adoption and Safe Families Act 
(The First Lady is planning to make this announcement 011 November 24.) 

DECEMBER: 	 , 
December 1 	 School Modernization and Class Size Meeting with Members of Congress 

The President could meet with Democratic Members of Congress to discuss the 
importance ofworking together on enacting school moderniuttion and expanding 
the effort to reduce class size. At this meeting. the President could highlight all of 
the funding going out to states in the coming months on class Size and other 
initiatives passed in the last budget. 

, 
December 3 	 Bipartisan Meeting on Patients Bill ofRights 

After the Republican leadership completes its meetings on committee assignments 
in December, the President could host a bipartisan meeting with members of 
Congress committed to passing a strong, enforceabJe patients' bill of rights. At 
this meeting, all sides would affinn that they could pass a bill this year and that all 



issues, including those associated with enforcement, could be resolved, This 
meeting would be held to show the momentum this legislation now has across 
party lines, (Decemher 3 or date when most Republican Members could 
attend.) 

December 10 Campaign Finance Reform Event 
The President could host a White House meeting ofbipartisan sponsors of 
campaign finance reform legIslation, which would include Senators McCain and 
Feingold and Representatives Shays and Meehan. The purpose of the event would 
be to underscore the President IS commitment to enact bipartisan campaign finance 
refonn by next' year, The President could highlight examples ofexcessive 
campaign spending throughout the country in this past election, (Depends on 
Members ,chedule,.) 

December 11 Car Seat Announcement 
or 17 The President could announce the final Department ofTransportation rule for 

universal child safety seats, Under the new rule, every seat would be required to 
fit in every car the same way ~~ eliminating the current confusion caused by the 
exislence of 100 kinds of child sealS and 300 kind. of passenger vehicles. The 
NationaJ Highway Transportation Safety Administration estimates that 80 percent 
of the children strapped into safety seats are at risk because seats are improperly 
calmected. Approximalely 600 children under 5 years old are killed and more than 
70,000 are injured in vehicle crashes every year. The new rule would make it 
easier for parents to use child safety seats properly and encourage greater use of 
child safety seats. (Ready mid-December.) 

December 17 Dangerous Toys Initiative 
The President could announce the list of 15 toys and child items that have been 
officially recalled because of safety hazards. The President would call on parents 
to remove the toys from their homes before the holidays as part of the Consumer 
Product Safety Commis.sion's ''Toy Recall Round~up," 
(If the President is unable to do this eyent before Christmas, it could be a 
good option for the First Lady or Vice President.) 

December 21 FDA Regulation on Over-the-Counter Drug Labeling 
Th,e President could announce the release of a final regulation requiring all OYer

the-counter drugs to bear easily readable and comprehensible labels. We would 
have to push HHS and OMB hard to announce this regulation in December, but 
w~ might be able to get it done by the end of the month, Such an announcement 
would have the support of both the pharmaceutical community and consumer 
groups) which would portray it as an important accomplishmenL (Late 
December.) 

2 



31 
December 22- Drunk Driving Announcement 

The President could meet \\11h leaders of the highway safely community (MADD, 
SADD, etc.) to sign a Presidential Proclamation declaring December to be Drunk: 
and Drugged Driving Prevention Month. announce the availability of Departmem 
of Justice grants of$12 million to states to combat underage drinking, and reJease 
public service announcements warning against drunk driving during the holidays 
an~ reminding drivers of the importance of seat belts. (Anytime in December: 
The Department of Transportation is holding a press conference on Drunk 
and Drugged Driving Prevention on December 18.) 

There are several relatively small budget initiatives that we may want to roll out prior to the State 
of the Union. These options include: 

• 	 Superbug Initiative 
Resistance to antibiotics is becoming a public health crisis, causing prolonged 
illnesses and even death" A new initiative, costing about $25 million each year, 
could address this problem through: (I) a major outreach and education campaign 
inyolving hospitals, health professionals, and managed care organizations; and (2) 
ne~ research and surveillance efforts to understand where and why antibiotic 
resistance occurs and to develop effective reponses. (Pending budget decision.) 

• 	 Asthma Initiative 
The President could announce a concerted fight against asthma, which has 
become a national epidemic affecting the lives of 15 million Americans. The 
principal goal of Ibis program would be 10 reduce by half the number of 
children whO' die or suffer activity limitations because of this disease. The new 
FYZOOO budget proposal would expand existing pilol programs Ihat have had 
demonstrated success in preventing, managing, and understanding asthma, The 
President could also release an interagency report on best practices and 
strategies to address astluna. (Requires budget decision.) 

• 	 Bioterrorism Initiati\'e 
The President could announce a new proposal to detect and manage bioterrorisffi. 
Bioterrorism is becoming an increasing threat that has the potential to injure or 
kill millions of Americans through deadly diseases, such as smallpox. The 
P~ident's initiative would ~quip the nation's pubJic health system to detect and 
reSpond (0 this potential problem. This initiative would: train epidemic 
intelligence officers who can coordinate with state health departments to identify 
and respond to attacks; develop a mass casualty emergency response system that 
in?ludes primary care, emergency transportation, and decontamination abiJities~ 
create and maintain a stockpile of pharmaceuticals; and improve research to 
d~velop new vaccines and antibiotics to be used in the event of an attack. 
(pending budget d«ision.J 
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• 	 Nationwide Crackdown on Food Safety 
The President could announce a proposed budget initiative that would highlight 
safety standards and enforcement. Included in this initiative are (I) a repackaged 
and. somewhat modified legislative proposal giving the FDA and USDA additional 
emorcont powers (\Wl.. mandatory recalls and civil penalties); (2) additional food
specific regulations andfor guidelines (.e.g., for certain fruits and vegtables); and~' 
(3) more extensive adoption ofour model codes for restaurants and food service 
wo~kers. In addition. we will focus on improving coordination with state and local 
agencies that regulate food safety in order to develop a whol1y integrated national 
inspection system. (Ready, depending on budget decisions.) 

I 

• 	 Expansion of Values-Based Crime Prevention Initiative 
Re~ognizing the important role that civic, community. and faith-based 
organizations can play in reducing crime. the President announced last July grams 
for community-based collaboratives, including religiously-affiliated organizations, 
to target youth violence, gangs, truancy, and other juvenile problems by promoting 
common-sense values and responsibility, To build on this effort, the President 
could commit to a series of new grants to support values-based crime prevention 
efforts, and urge Congress to endorse and increase federal funding for such 
program•. The President could also highlight the effotts of Rev. Eugene Rivers of 
Boston, who inspired the President to develop this initiative and has organized a 
National lO-Poin! Leadership foundation to mobilize 1,000 black churches in 40 
cities to help at-risk kids in the SO worst neighborhoods. (Pending budget 
deetsions.) 

Following is a list ofpolicy announcements that are under development, We are preparing to 
have these announcements ready for message openings that arise in December. 

• 	 "Zero Tolerance" for Drugs in Prisons 
The recently passed omnibus appropriations bill includes an important provision 

f that would allow states to use up to to percent of their prison funds to test and. jf 
necessary. treat prisoners and parolees for drug use. To highlight this 
accomplishment, the President could join the Attorney General, General 
McCaffrey, and a group of Governors in issuing new guidelines to ensure that 
states use their funds effectively to promote this new "zero tolerance" policy, 
(Ready mid December) 

• 	 Fighting Homelessness 
A number of homeless organizations hold events throughout the country (inciuding 
in D.C.) on December 20 to highlight the problem of homelessness. The President 
could announce $700 million in HUD Homeless Assistance Grants that will be 
granted to 300 communities and states to help homeless individuals find jobs and 
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achieve self~sufficiericy, Individuals who have benefited from this initiative and 
grao.uated to self-sufficiency could participate in this event. (D«ember 20th) 

• 	 Title IX Executive Order 
The President could sign an executive order as early as next week prohibiting 
discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, or sex: in education 
programs conducted by the federal government, This includes schools operated'by 
the: Defense Department for military dependents, schools operated by the 
Department orthe Interior for Native Americans, and numerous traming and 
educational programs run by federal departments, This is a follow up to an 
Executive Memorandum the President issued last year asking the Department of 
JuStice to lead an effort to identifY aU federally-conducted education programs and 
to recommend appropriate action to end discrimination. (Ready) 

• 	 Family Report 
The President could announce the findings ofa new report by the CEA detailing 
changes in the last thirty years in family life. The report win show the increased 
number ofwomen in the workplace. and detail the diminished amount of time 
families have to spend with their children. (Ready mid December) 

• 	 Work Participation Rates 
The President could visit a welfarewto-work program and announce: (I) new state 
work participation rates, showing that almost aU states are meeting the welfare 
law's single-parent requirements, although some are failing to meet the law's 
separate two-parent requirement; (2) new caseload data showing continuing 
declines; and (3) new data on the number of people who were on welfare in 1997 
and working in March 1998. (Ready in mid December.) 

• 	 Welfare to Work Housing Vouchers 
The Congress approved in the V AlHUD appropriations bill full funding for the 
Presidenes request for 50,000 welfare~to~work housing vouchers. The President 
could hold an event announcing the opening of the first competition for these 
vouchers. These are the first housing vouchers ever to be linked to welfare 
reform; they will improve the way welfare, employment, and housing agencies 
work together, (Ready mid December.) 
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Page 1) 

Summary: 

I. Tentatively Scheduled: 

November 22 FBI Crime Statistics 

November 24 Adoption Registry 

December 1 School Modernization and Class Size Meeting with Members of 

Congress. 

December 3 Bipartisan Meeting on Patients Bill of Rights. 

December 10 Campaign Finance Reform Event 
December 11 Car Seat Announcement 
December 17 Dangerous Toys Initiative 
December 21 FDA Regulation 0':' Over The Counter Drugs Labeling. 
December 22 Drunk Driving Announcement 

II. Pre-State of the Union Budget Items: 
- Superbug Initiative 
- Asthma Initiative 
- Bioterrorism Initiative 
- Nationwide Crackdown on Food Safety 
- Expansion of Values-Based Crime Prevention Initiative 

, 
III. Other" Options for December: 
- Labor Department Amicus Brief to Supreme Court Regarding Health Insurance 
Remedies 
- "Zero Tolerance" for Drugs in Prisons 
- Homelessness Assistance Grants 
- World AIDS Day 
- Title IX Executive Order 
- Family Report 
- Work Participation Rates 
- Welfare to Work Housing Vouchers 
- Food Stamp Fraud Directives . , 



November 16, 1998 

MEMORANDUM FOR DOUG SOSNIK AND PAUL BEGALA 


CC: ANN LEWIS 
STEPHANIE STREETT 

FROM: BRUCE REED 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE POLICY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Following is a list of possible DPe announcements that reflects our discussions at the end of last 
week. 

NOVEMBER: 
November 22 	 FBI Crime Statistics 

The final 1997 FBI Unilied Crime Report data will be released on Sunday, 
November 22, demonstrating further that crime has decreased dramatica1ly under 
the President's watch. The President should issue a written statement on that 
Sunday. (Ready) 

November 24 Adoption Registry 
The President could join the First Lady in calling for an Internet-based national 
registry ofchildren in foster care waiting to be adopted, Prospective adoptive 
parents will he able to visit the site and meet these wajting children. The registry 
will cnst belween $1·2 million and will be funded through the Adoption 
Opportunities Grants, which are a part of the President's Adoption 2002 Initiative 

an effort to double the number ofchildren adopted from the public child welfare 
system by .he 2002, November is National Adoption Month, and it is exactly 
om::~yeilf since the President signed the landmnrk Adoption and Safe Families Act. 
(The First Lady is planning to make this announcement on November 24.) 

DECEMBER: . 
December 1 	 Sehool Modernization and Class Size Meeting with Members of Congress. 

Thc President COtlld meet with democratic Members of Congress to discuss the 
importance of working together on enacting school modernization and expanding 
the effort to reduce class size. This wou1d be an opportunity to highlight the 
united commitment among Members of Congress and the President on school 
Modernization and Class Size. In addition, this is an opportunity to highlight all 



December 3 

December 10 

December 11 
or 17 

December 17 

of the funding going out to states in the coming months on class size and other 
initiatives that passed in the last budget. 

Bipartisan Meeting on Patients Bill of Rights. 
After the Republican leadership completes its meetings on committee assignments 
in December, the President could host a bipartisan meeting with members of 
Congress committed to passing a strong, enforceable patients' bill of rights. At 
this meeting, all sides would affirm they are confident that they could pass this 
bill next year and that all issues, including those associated with enforcement, 
could be resolved. This meeting would be held to specifically illustrate the 
momentum this legislation now has and the inevitability of its passage. 
(December 3 or date when most Republican Members could attend.) 

Cllmpaign Finance Reform Event 
The .president could host a White House meeting ofbipartisan sponsors of 
Campaign Finance Reform Legislation, which would include Senators McCain 
and Feingold and Representatives Shays and Meehan. The purpose of the event 
would be to underscore the President's commitment to enact bipartisan campaign 
finance reform by next year. The President could highlight examples of excessive 
campaign spending throughout the country in this past election. (Depends on 
Members schedules.) 

C'lr Seat Announcement 
The President would announce the final Department ofTransportation rule for 
universal child safety scats. Undcr the new rule, every scat would be required to 
fit in every car the same way -- eliminating the current confusion caused by the 
existence of 100 varieties of child scats and 300 different types of passenger 
vehicles. The National Highway Transportation Safety Administration estimates 
that 80 percent of the children strapped into safety seats are at risk because those 
seats are improperly connected. Approximately 600 children younger than 5 
years old are killed and more than 70,000 are injured in vehicle crashes every 
year. The new rule would make it easier for parents to use child safety seats 
properly and encourage greater use of child sarety seats. (Ready mid· 
December.) 

Dangerous Toys Initiative 
The President could announce the list of 15 toys and child items that have been 
officially recalled due to sufety hazards they present. The President would call on 
parents to remove the toys from their homes before the holidays as part of 
Consumer Product Safety Commission's "Toy Recall Round-up." 
(If the President is unable to do this event before Christmas, it could be a 
good option for the first Lady or Vice President.) 

December 21 FDA·Regulation on Over the Counter Drugs Labeling. 

In concert with or soon after Jane Henney is sworn in as the next FDA 




Commissioner, we could hold an event around the release of a final regulation 
requiring all over the counter drugs to be labeled in a user friendly manner. HHS 
and OMB would have to be pushed aggressively to finalize work on this 
regulation, but it could be ready late in December. Such an announcement wquld 
have the support ofthc phannaccutical community as well as consumers, and 
would represent an important breakthrough for those in need to readable, easy to 
understand usage and compliance infomlation for import",nt medications. (Late 
December.) 

December 22- Drunk Driving AIJnouncement 
31 	 The President could meet with leaders ofthe highway safety community (MADD. 

SADD, elc.) and sign lhe Presidential Proclamation declaring December, 1988 
Drunk and Drugged Driving Prevention Month. The President may also be able 
to announce the availahility of Department of Justice grants of$12 million to 
states to combat underage drinking, The President could tape a Public Service 
Announcement warning against drunk driving during the holidays that can be 
released at this event in addition to new PSAs the Department ofTransportation 
about the importance ofseat belts. (Anytime in December. The Department of 
Transpol'tation is holdin~ 11 press conference on Drunk and Drugged Driving 
Prevention on December J8.) 

There are severa) smaller initiatives that we may want to consider roUing out prior to the State of 
the Union that would depend on budget decisions. These options include: 

• 	 Superbug Initiative 
Reeent reports have indieated that resistance to anti-biotics is becoming a major 
publIC health crisis, causing prolonged illnesses and even death. For example, 
pneumonia, which impact over 500,000 Americans each year, is becoming 
resistance to most antibiotics and staph. the most common hospital-based 
infection, is now only responding to the strongest drug available and some 'people 
arc even starting to sbow resistance to this drug. Experts believe that this critical 
public health problem is on track to affect more and more viruses. To reduce this 
problem, the President could: (1) launch a new budget initiative to enable experts 
to obtain critical infonllation about which viruses are likely to become resistant 
and why; (2) launch a major education campaign to inform health providers and 
profe~sionals about how to prescribe dnlgs more appropriately and increase the 
use of vaccines to reduce the likelihood that diseases will become resistant; and 
(3) fund community-based demonstrations to examine how best to implement 
prevention efforts. (Pending budget decision.) 

• 	 Asthma Initiative 
The President could announce a concerted fight against asthma. which bas 
become a national epidemic impacting the lives of 15 million Americans. The 
iniliaJ goals of this program will be to halt the increase in asthma, reduce by 
half the number of children who die or suffer activity limitations because of this 
disease. and limit the dispfOportionate impact of asthma on minority 



communities. The President could announce new FY2000 budget proposals to 
expand programs that have had demonstrated success on a pilot basis in 
preventing, managing, and understanding asthma. The President could also 
release an interagency report on best practices and strategies to address asthma. 
(Requires budget decision.) 

• 	 Bioterrorism Initiative. 
The President could announce a new proposal to detect and manage bioterrorism. 
Bioterrorism is becoming an increasing threat that has the potential to injure or 
kill millions of Americans through deadly diseases, such as smallpox. While 
law enforcement and intelligence agencies seek to thwart these kinds of attacks, 
when prevention fails, we need a system in place that is prepared to manage and 
minimize the public health consequences. The President's initiative would 
equip the nation's public health system to both detect and respond to this 
potential problem. This initiative would: train epidemic intelligence officers 
who can coordinate with state health departments and other intelligence officers 
to identify and respond to attacks; develop a Metropolitan Medical Response 
System, a mass casualty emergency response system, that includes primary 
care, emergency transportation, and decontamination abilities that will be 
critical to save lives in the event of an attack; create and maintain a stockpile of 
pharmaceuticals, that would be critical in the event of a hioterrorist attack that , 
could expose hundreds of thousands of Americans to a disease. Current 
stockpiles contain many inactive antibiotics and are inadequate to address a 
major outbreak. The President's initiative would improve research to develop 
new vaccines and antibiotics that will can be used in the event of an attack. 
(Pending budget decision.) 

• 	 Nationwide Crackdown on Food Safety 
The President could announce a new $87 million budget proposal to crackdown 
on food safety nationally and a proposed legislative package to give authority to 
USDA to issue recalls of unsafe food and impose civil fines. In addition, the 
President would urgc states to adopt his model food code for retailers, providing 
incentives and disinccntiyes for states to adopt to the codc. (Ready, depending 
on budget decisions.) 

• 	 Exp3;nsion of Values-Based Crime Prevention Initiative 
Recognizing the important role that civic, community, and faith-based 
organizations can play in reducing crimc, this past July the President announced a 
$2.2 million in grants available for 16 community-based collaboratives, including 
religiously-affiliated organizations, to target youth violence, gangs, truancy, and 
other juvcnile problcms by promoting common-sense values and responsibility. 
To build on this effort, the President could commit to a series of new grants to 
support values-based crime prevention efforts, and urge Congrcss to endorse and 
increase fedcral funding for such programs. The President could also highlight 
the efforts of Rev. Eugene Rivers of Boston, who inspired the President to 



dev~lop this initiative and has organized a National 1 O-Point Leadership 
foundation to mobilize 1,000 black churches in 40 cities to help at-risk kids in the 
SO worst neighborhoods. (Pending budget decisions.) 

Fonowing is a list ofpolicy announcements that are under development. We are preparing to 
have these announcements ready for message openings that arise in December, 

• 	 Labor Department Amicus Brief to Supreme Court Regarding Health 
Insurance Remedies. Within the next two weeks, the Department of Labor will 
be filing an amicus brief to the Supreme Court that argues that the Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act (ERISA) does not preempt State insurance laws 
providing remedies to consumers who wish to sue insurers who have taken 
actions that have caused them haml. This briehvould effectively overturn a 
previous Reagan Administration Labor Department provision that argued that 
ERISA did preempt State insurance law in this area, The President could 
announce that this brief is being filed and usc it to reinforce our position in the 
HilI debate surrounding enforcement provisions of the Patients Bill ofRigh!s. 

• 	 "Zero Tolerance" fo .. Drugs in Prisons . 
The recently passed omnibus appropriations bill includes an important provision 
that would allow states 10 usc up to 10% of their prison funds to drug test and, if 
neceSsary, treat prisoners and parolees. This policy change, which the President 
called for in a directive to the Attorney General last Januaryj was strongly 
opposed by Republicans and represents another victory for the President in the 
recent budget battle. To highlight this accomplishment, the President could join 
the AHorney General, General McCaffrey and pedlaps group of Governors in 
issuing new guidelines to ensure that the states use therr funds to promote ibis 
new "zero tolerance" policy. (Ready mid'December) 

• 	 Fighting Homclessness. On December 20, a number of homeless organizations 
hold eyents throughout the country (including in D.C.) to highlight the problem of 
homelcssncss. The Preside'nt could announce $700 million in HUD Hornelcss 
Assistance Grants that will be granted to 300 communities and states to help 
homeless individuals find jobs and achieve self-sufficiency. Individua1s who have 
benefited from this initiative and graduated to self-sufficiency could partiCipate in 
this event. (December 20th) 

• 	 World AIDS Day 
The President would commemorate the 10th anniversary of World AIDS Day by 
meeting with youth peer educators from HEV prevention programs, HIV positive 
youth. and involved parents. and then signing the World AIDS Day Proclamation. 
The President may also be able to announce new policy initiatives at this lime. 
World AIDS Day is sponsored by the World Health Organization and this: yearls 
theme is, "Force for Change; World AIDS Campaign with Young People." In 
recent years, there has been a significant shift in the demographics of the AIDS 

1 	 • 



epidemic, with new infections in youth rising dramatically. Today, one out of 
every four new infections in the United States is an adolescent. Every hour 
another two teenagers are infected. To commemorate World AIDS Day, the 
President has a unique opportunity to call on parents, teachers, governments, 
churches. businesses, and young people themselves to build a healthy future for 
our youth. (World AI[JS Day is December I, 1998) 

• 	 Title IX Executive Order 
The President could sign an executive order as early as next week prohibiting 
discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, or sex in education 
programs conducted by the federal government. This includes schools operated 
by the Defense Dcpartfnent for military dependents; schools operated by the 
Department of the Interior for Native Americans, and numerous training and 
educational prognmls run by federal departments. This is a follow up to an 
Executive Memorandum the President issued last year asking the Department of 
Justice to lead an effort to identify al! federally~conductcd education programs 
and to recommend appropriate action to end discrimination. (Ready) 

• 	 Family Report 
The President could announce the findings of a new report by the CEA detailing 
changes in the last thirty years in family life. The report will show the increased 
numbers of women in the workplace. and dctaH the diminished amount of time 
families have to spcnd with their children, (Ready mid Deeember) 

• 	 \Vor~ Participation Rates 
The President could visit a wc1fare~towwork Probrnun and announce: (1) new state 
work partiCipation rates. showing that almost all states are meeting Ihe welfare 
law's singlc¥parent requirements, but some are failing to meet the 1aw's separate 
lwo~parent requirement~ (2) new cascload data showing continuing declines; and 
(3) new data on the number ofpeople whQ were on welfare in 1997 and working 
in March 1998. (Ready in mid December.). 

• 	 Welfare to Work Housing Vouchers 
The Congress approved in the V A/HUD appropriations bill fun funding for the 
President's request for 50,000 welfare-to-work housing vouchers. The President 
could hold an event announcing the opening of the first competition for these 
vouchers. This is the lirst time ever that housing vouchers win be linked to 
welfare reronn, and represents an improvement in the way welfare, employment, 
and housing agencies cnn work: together, (Ready mid December.) 

• 	 Food Stamp Fraud Oirectivcs 
The Presldent could sign three directives to crack down on food stamp fraud: (I) 
The President would direct the Social Security Administration 10 share its death 
records with the Food Stamp ngency to ensure that Food Stamp recipients who die 
are immediately rcmov~d from the rolls; (2) The President would direct CSDA to 



develop a plan to crentc an intersttltc matching system to ensure Food Stamp 
recipients are not receiving benefits in multiple states; and (3) The President 
would direct Treasury to collect (through offset of federal payments and other 
means) unpaid fines owed by retailers that have violated Food Stamp rutes. such 
as exchanging Food Stamps for cash. The first two directives will build on the 
Lugar Iegislation that passed at the end of the session. (Ready) 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF 


s..> ~"""''''

CC: 	 MARIA ECHA VESTE "'fS.ID~Q.t.""'" 

ANN LEWIS "'........ ,,1>.

STEPHANIE STREETT r-.'l> SI>. ""'"'" 

FROM: BRUCE REED 

'61Nt.." ~\(..vH.I.ot 111 
SUBJECT: POSSIBLE POLICY ANNOUNCEMENTS ry 'Q'...dTa ~ G""f.,\u;; 

Following is a list of possible DPe announcements the President could make during the months of 
November and December. 

CRIME: 
November 22 	 FBI Crime Statistics 

The final 1997 FBI Unified Crime Report data will be released on Sunday. 
November 22> demonstrating further that crime has decreased dramatically under 
the President's watch. The President.should issue a written statement on that 
Sunday. (Ready) ., 

December 	 "Zero Tolerance" for Drugs in Prisons 
The recently passed. omnibus appropriations bill includes an important provision 
that would allow ,tales to usc up to 10"10 of their prison funds lo drug test and, if 
necessary, treat prisoners and parolees. This policy change. which the President 
called for in a directive to the Attorney General last January. \\ras strongly opposed 
by Republicans and represents another victory for the President in the recent 
budget battle. To highlight this accomplishment, the President could join the 
Attorney General, General McCaffrey and perhap.s group of Governors in issuing 
new guidelines to ensure that the states use their funds to promote this new IIzero 
lolerance" policy. (Ready inMid December) 

January 	 Expansion of Value8·8ased Crime Prevention Initiative 
Recognizing the important role that civic, community, and faith-based 
organizations can play in reducing crime, this past July the President announced a 
512.2 million in grants available for 16 community-based collaboratives, induding 
religiously~affiliated organizations, to target youth violence, gangs. truancy, and 
other Juvenile problems by promoting common-sense values and responsibility. To 



build on this effort, the President could commit to a series of new grants to 
support values-based crime prevention efforts, and urge Congress to endorse and 
increase federal funding for such programs. The President could also highlight the 
efforts afRev. Eugene Rivers of805ton, who inspired the President to develop 
this initiative and has organized a National IO-Point Leadership Foundation to 
mobilize 1,000 black churches in 40 cities to help at-risk kids in the 50 worst 
neighborhoods. (Pending budget decisions.) 

February 	 Youth Crime Gun Interdiction Initiative 
The President could highlight the success of his innovative Youth Crime Gun 
Interdiction Initiative (YCGlI), which has been ongoing for two years in 27 cities, 
by announcing: (1) the release of the second annual report on the YCGIJ, which 
will provide new data on guns used in crimes and demonstrate the success of the 
YCGIl; (2) the availability of funds to hire new ATF agents to investigate gun 
trafiicking in these 27 cities; and (3) a proposal to dramatically expand the YCGII 
to 20 new cities which was just provided for in the recent omnibus appropriations 
bilL (Ready February 9, 1999) 

WOMEN, CHILDREN, AND FAMILIES: 
November 	 Title IX Executive Order 

The President could sign an executive order as early as next week prohibiting 
discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, or sex in education 
programs conducted by. the federal government. This includes schools operated ,by 
the Defense Department for military dependents, schools operated by the 
Department of the Interior for Native Americans, and numerous training and 
educational programs run by federal departments. This is a follow up to an 
Executive Memorandum the President issued last year asking the Department of 
Justice to lead an effort to identifY alii federally-conducted education programs and 
to recommend appropriate action to end discrimination. (Ready) 

November 24 	 Adoption Registry 
The President could join the First Lady in calling for an internet-based national 
registry of children in foster care waiting to be adopted. Prospective adoptive 
parents will be able to visit the site and meet these waiting children. The registry, 
to cost between $1-2 million, will be funded through the Adoption Opportunities 
Grants, which are a part of the President's Adoption 2002 Initiative -- an effort to 
double the number of children adopted from the public child welfare system by the 
2002. November is National Adoption Month, and is exactly one-year since the 
President signed the landmark Adoption and Safe Families Act. (The First Lady 
is planning to make this announcement on November 24.) 

December 	 Family Report 
The President could announce the findings of a new report by the CEA detailing 
changes in the last thirty years in family life. The report will show the increased 
numbers of women in the workplace, and detail the diminished amount of time 



families have to spend with their children. (Ready Mid~December) 

December Foster Care Emancipation Initiative 
The President could announce an executive memorandum and preview his FY 
2000 budget request to support young people who "age out" of the foster care 
system. When young people in foster care turn 18, their federal maintenance 
payments end and they begin an often difficult transition to independence. The 
President would sign an executive memorandum that would target existing 
programs to support this vulnerable population (e.g. AmeriCorps, Pell Grant 
outreach, the Gear-Up Initiative, Work Opportunities), and announce his proposed 
budget request to increase by 50 percent (to $135 million) the main federal support 
program administered by HHS and extend Medicaid coverage for this population. 
(Requires budget decision, not ready until after 12115) 

December 20 	 Fighting Homelessness. On December 20, a number of homeless organizations 
hold events throughout the country (including in D.C.) to highlight the problem of 
homelessness. At this event, the President could announce $700 million in 
McKinney grants and the results of a V A survey that will show a significant 
portion of the veterans treated could be considered homeless. In addition, the 
President could announce any combination of the following budget proposals: (1) 
assist the approximately 250,000 homeless veterans with a $50 million package 
that would provide the single largest investment to break the cycle of homelessness 
among veterans; (2) allow V A to sell surplus property with 10 percent of proceeds 
going to homeless veterans; and (3) a demonstration project targeted to the 
chronically homeless that would test the most promising models for moving 
chronically homeless to self-sufficiency using a combination of permanent housing 
and links to mainstream services. Finally, the President could also announce the 
toll-free number that HUD operates every year to assist the homeless. (Ready in 
mid-December; proposal requires budget decision) 

January 	 Ensuring Equal Pay. The President could announce a $30 million program to 
advance outreach to businesses and employees to educate them about the 
requirement to pay equal wages. The program will provide technical assistance, 
improve training for EEOC employees and resources for increases in enforcement 
capabilities. The program also funds a Women in Non-Traditional Occupations 
Initiative, which will identify best practices, emphasize anti-discrimination and anti
harassment activities, and explore incentives to improve access to and acceptance 
of women into glass ceiling and nontraditional opportunities such as construction. 
"high tech," and manufacturing. (Pending budget decision). 

December 	 Family/Child Care Package 
The President could announce a "families agenda" that will include proposals to: 
help working families pay for child care through subsidies and tax credits; give a 
tax credit to help parents who wish to stay at home to care for their children; 
provide paid parental leave for families with newborn or newly adopted children; 



provide funding for home visiting and other parenting skills programs for parents 
with very young children; and increase support for after-school programs. Also, 
the President would propose expanding farnily mcdicallcave so that it would cover 
employers with 25 employees or fewer. (P~nding budget decisions.) 

HEALTlI: 

December Asthma Initiative 


The President could announce a concerted fight against asthma, which has 
oc."Come a national epidemic impacting thci lives of is' million Americ~ms, The 
initial goals of this program will be to hait the increase in asthma. reduce by 
half the number of children who die or stiffer activity limitations because of this 
dlscase, and limit the disproportionate impact of asthma on minority 
communities. 	 The President could annou'nee new FY2000 budget proposals to 

expand programs that have bad demonstdted success on a pilot basis in 
preventing, managing. and understanding:asthma. The President could also 
release an interagency report on best prac'tices and strategies to address asthma. 
(Requires budget decision.) 

December 	 Meeting with Presidential Task Force on People whh Disabilities 
As required by the Executive Order the President signed in March, the Task Force has 
prepared a six month report which includes' recommendations on administrative and 
legislative policies to improve employment 6PPorlunities for people with disabilities. 
The President could meet with the Task F6rce (Secretary Hennan, chair, and Tony,
Cochlo, vice chair) and formally announce his endorsement of the Kennedy·lefforos 
Work Incentives Improvement Act -- the di~ability community's top health priority. 
The President could also possibly annoJnce at this time new budget proposals 
affecting people with disabilities, includind a tax credit for people with disabilities 
to help them pay work-related expenses andlor a BRIDGE program to foster more 
iJ1lCgraled state and local services help people with disabilities go to work, (Ready, 
~~certain components pending budget decisions). 

December 	 Long~Term Care Tax Credit Package 
The President would announce a proposal to provide a $ i,000 tax credit to people 
with long~term care needs or their care givers -- which we expect will he1p about 2.3 
million people, At the same time, the President could call for the Federal Employees 
Health Benefit plan to offer long-tennl care insurance to federal employees, 
underscoring that a model employer should,promote high·quality private long-tcrm 
care insurance policies to its employees. OPM estimates that 300.000 peoplc would 
buy these policies, This long~term care t!x credit does not currently have offsets. 
However, pending budget decisions, this p.olicy could be ready to go in December. 
(I'ending budget decisions.) 

December 	 Superbug Initiative 
Recent reports have indicated that resistance to anti-biotics is becoming a major 
public health crisis. causing prolonged illnesses and even death, For example, 



December 

December 

WELFARE: 
November 

pneumonia, which impact over 500,000 Americans each year, is becoming resistance 
to most antibiotics and staph, the most comn'lon hospital-based infection, is now only 
responding to the strongest drug available ana some people are even starting to show 
resistance to this drug. Experts believe th~t this critical public health problem is on 
track to affect more and more viruses. To ~educe this problem, the President could: 
(I) launch a new budget initiative to enable experts to obtain critical infonnation 
about which viruses are likely to becom~ resistant and why; (2) launch a major 
education campaign to inform health prorviders and professionals about how to 
prescribe drugs more appropriately and inhease the use of vaccines to reduce the 
likelihood that diseases will become resistant; and (3) fund community-based 
demonstrations to examine how best to i'mplement prevention efforts. (Pending 
budget decision.) 

FDA Ree~lhon on Oyer The Counter prugs Labeling. 
In concert Wiih or soon after Jane Henney is sworn in as the next FDA commissioner, 
we could hold an event around the release df a final regulation requiring all over the 
counter drugs to be labeled in a user friendly manner. HHS and OMB would have to 
be pushed aggressively to finalize work on this regulation, but it could be ready late 
in December. Such an announcement would have the support of the pharmaceutical 
community as well as consumers, and would Irepresent an important breakthrough for 
those in need to readable, easy to understarid usage and compliance information for 
important medications. (Late December.) 

Patients Bill of Rights. 
After the Republican leadership completes its meetings on committee assignments in, 
December, the President could host a bipartisan meeting with members of Congress 
committed to passing a strong, enforceable p~tients' bill of rights. At this meeting, all 
sides would affirm they are confident that tHey could pass this bill next year and that 
all issues, including those associated with enforcement, could be resolved. This 
meeting would be held to specifically illustrath the momentum this legislation now has , 
and the inevitability of its passage. (December) 

Food Stamp Frnud Directives 
The President could sign three directives to crack down on food stamp fraud: (1) The 
President would direct the Social Security Administration to share its death records 
with the Food Stamp agency to ensure t~at Food Stamp recipients who die are 
immediately removed from the rolls; (2) The President would direct USDA to develop 
a plan to create an interstate matching systerri to ensure Food Stamp recipients are not , 
receiving benefits in multiple states; and (3) The President would direct Treasury to 
collect (through offset of federal payments: and other means) unpaid fines owed by 
retailers that have violated Food Stamp rules, such as exchanging Food Stamps for 
cash. The first two directives will build on th~ Lugar legislation that passed at the end 
of the session. (Ready) 



December 	 Work Participation Rates 
The President could visit a welfare-to-work program and announce: (1) new state 
work participation rates, showing that almoJt all states are meeting the welfare law's 
single-parent requirements, but some are failihg to meet the law's separate two-parent 
requirement; (2) new caseload data showing bontinuing declines; and (3) new data on 
the number of people who were on welfa~e in 1997 and working in March 1998 , 
(Expected to be ready in mid December~) 

December 	 Welfare to Work Housing Vouchers 
The Congress approved in the V AlHUD appropriations bill full funding for the 
President's request for 50,000 welfare-to-1work housing vouchers. The President 
could hold an event announcing the opening of the first competition for these 
vouchers. This is the first time ever that hbusing vouchers will be linked to welfare 
refonn, and represents an improvement in thb way welfare, employment, and housing 
agencies can work together. (Ready in De~ember.) 

I 
EDUCATION: 

December Social Promotions Report 


The President could announce a new Education Department report on best practices 
for ending social promotion. This would be ~n opportunity for the President to renew 
his call made this year to end social promotiori. (Ready late December or January.) 

January 	 No-Social-Promotions Initiative 
The President could announce a new $300 million dollar budget initiative to help local 
school systems around the country fOU6w Chicago's example and end social 
promotions. This would be a competitive gtants program through which the federal 

I
goverrunent would pay for the cost of mand~tory summer school and after-school to 
help students meet promotion standards, if the school district agrees to end social 
promotion. This may be appropriate to arinounce at the National School Boards 
Association meeting on January 29-31. (Pe1nding budget decisions.) 

January 	 Teacher Quality Report 
The National Center on Educational Statistics at the Department of Education has 
conducted a rapid response survey of teachers as well as an analysis of state efforts , 
to improve the quality of the teaching force ~hat will be included in the Department's 
first biennial teacher quality report. The Pres,ident would announce the release of this 
report and possibly announce new budget and legislative proposals to improve teacher 
quality. (January) 

EMPOWERMENT ZONES: 
December Empowerment Zone Awards 

The President could announce the winners of the nationwide competition for the 
I second round Empowerment Zones. Twerity communities will win designations as 

new EZs -- 15 urban and 5 rural. Like the fi~st round, each EZ will receive a mixture 
of tax incentives and flexible grants to leverage private, non-profit, and state and local 



· , 

government resources to promote business ~evelopment and job creation in some of 
our country's most distressed communiti9s. The EZ statute requires that these 
designations be made by January 1, 1999. The EZ program is one of the cornerstones 
of the Presidentls and Vice President's Con\munity Empowerment Agenda. (Ready 

, in DC(:cmber.) 
I 

roOD SAI!ETY: 

December Nationwide Crackdown on Food Safety 


The President could announce a new $87 million budget proposal to crackdown on 
food safety nationally and a proposed legislJtive package to give autbority to USDA 
to issue recalls ofunsafe fuod and impose ci~il fines. In addition, the President would 
urge states to adopt his modei food codb for retailers, providing incentives and 
disincentives for states to adopt to the code.(Ready, depending on budget 
decisions.) 

TOBACCO 
December 	 Counter advertising 

The state tobacco settlement is expected to include significant funds for state tobacco 
Counter advertising and education. To lassist states in using these funds most 
etfectively, the President could direct HHS "l: (1) designate a National Clearinghouse 
on Tobacco Counter advertising at the C~ters for Disease Control (the President 
could release at th~ event a package of"tlop~IO" Lv, ads); and (2) make effective 
anti-tobacco curriculum available to every khool. Two of the "top-10" ads feature 
supermodel Christy Turlington and musibal group "Boyz H Men" who could be 
invited to participate in the event. (Ready). 

December 	 Second Hand Smoke 
The President could sign an Executive Order1directing OSHA to issue \\~thin one year 
a standard establishing a smokC?free workplace for all private sector employees, ETS 
exposure in the workpJace poses significant risks to employees who are non-smokers, 
including lung cancer, heart disease, and relspiratory problems. This standard would 
be similar to the August 1997 Executive Or~er banning smoking in Federal building. 
(Ready in e.rly December) : 
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CPSC Annonnces Holiday "Toy Recan ROllud"up" to Gel Hazardous Toys 
Out of Consumers' Homes 

WASHINGTON, D,C, - The U,S, Co=er Product Safety Commission (CPSC) is 

eon&~cing a holiday "toy <OCalI round-up" to get _du. toys ont of people's homes bef""e , 

the holidays, Despite re<all ""tices and public warnings,lcpsc has found !hat many prOOUlOts 

with the potential to seriously injure or !<ill are still being used by consumers, 
, I 

CPSC has the moot stringent lOy safety slmldards In the world, aed toys on store 

,holv,," ... SIlfu be""""" of the daY-l\}-day eomplillllce wJrk by CPSC, 'W~ do a good job 

getting recalled· toys off store shelves," said CPSC ~ Ann Brown. "The real 

¢hallenge is to gt'!t re~ed to)'s out of people's homes." i 
Today, CPSC will launch the "toy <OCalI wuruI-up" by broadcasting a video to 

television stations ..,ross the country, This video will Jluda examples of -rooolled toys that 

might be in co~~rs' homes. S'Uc~ u the following: I ' 
_·"Soft Walkln' WheebM toy vehicle (1,000,000 toys) J;y Tonka with • smal! wheel hub that 

ct\!l be a choking -. I ' 
-"Big ~t.r.ge Ch..t~ toy chest (350,000 ch""") by Step 2 Company with a lid that """ 

ful~ causing straoguiat!on or suffO<ation. I 
-"Flyiug Dolls" 'Pinning toy (610,000 dolls) by Tara Toy with plastic wings lh.t can fly off 

and ;;ause eye :injury • 

-"Power Wheds", b-.-y1"'wered ride-on vehicles (10,000,000 oars) by Fisher-I'rioe with 

I 


e1ectri.;:111 wirin& connectors,. and fuses than can ¢.aUSo8 a fire. 


"We urge people t<> get CPSC's list of toy recallsl...d check for "",.lIed toy. that 


might be in your hoose," said Brown, "And. get lb. reealled toys Q1lt of}'O\lr home bef"'" the 

n"" ones orrlve fur the holidaYs," 

._--  -~-~-,--------



11-12-1998 as:81~M FROM CPSC TO 
, (toy recall round-up) 

CPSC's toll·free telephone holline and web site provide infonnation aOOU! recalled 

products and,1uformatiQo on what to look for when buJg prOducts, Consumer'S can rench 
I ' ' 


the lwtJine .t 800.638·2772 or visit the Web S;te at http://www.cpsc.gov. 

I 


To get a list oftoy recall>. eonsumen should oend. jlO!Itcald to "Toy Re<.all List," 

CPSC. WasbiJ>gton, D.C. 20207.. 

. A video news release will be fed T. De<;ember 71, from 2:30 to 3 p.m. (Bas""" TUne) 
I 

on satellite coordinates Te) , TnIIllIpOnder n. downlink frequency 4'17? megahertz. The video 
, I 

Will be ..... fed on ??,' 1? fuJm 10:30 to 11 a.m. on G??, Tmnsponder ?? downlink il;equellCY 

???O megahertz. 

'!he u.s, CWsumI:r hIduet ~ CommlDtoo pt'OlttlS the p~blio &oro ~Io I'4b oflnjury O¥ d~ &001 J5,000 ~ 
of I1M:HIlIWr ~ tJude:t Ibt ~ juritdj.;Uqn, To repon adanlllMlU pt(Iduet'i<t t ~Ia>ed~ lIHd fo( ~ qn 
CPSC', ~ m'Vicc.. cd.I CPSC'J: bcJ1lor:, a:t(SOO) 6JS-2m(ll (,l>St,."s t=I~w III' (tOO) 6')1-4l10, To ore a ptC51l ~ 
th.rou!!h '/bx~and, cal (*1) ~(l4.(J()'l:1 from !he htmdut of)'U\ll' fa:<: mattlrto lIDcI ~!he rdnf;l:; ~,Co~ CIU\ obUlm WI 
~ IIl\d reclI.l ~ at epsCII \lid;). at hUp;lJwww.~p Of m ~~~ c ifIYP!Jeu:jlf¢.gQV, ~ ¢3in 

'I"tplnt ~=-.b 10 iR...~o.jtO¥. To ostI!bUsh I Jln);: Ot:m roo-- web Sill: 'D Ibb pn=IS tD!QfC en C?SC', ~ s:l1e. CR:#II: II. JitIk 10 the 
!(I!!oWIni~. ~.~p/cp~~~mml,-

coo If) ------ 
« IT, 

http:http://www.cpsc.gov
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TO ~4567431 P.85 

U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMl\11SSION 
TOY RECALL ROUND-tJp: 	 Deeember 1998 

Selected R.<6us 
. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 


October 27, 1998 

MEMORA.'IDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF 


CC: 	 MARIA ECHAVESTE 
ANN LEWIS 
STEPHAl'IlE STREETT 

FRO~: 	 BRUCE REED 

SUBJECT: ; 	 POSSIBLE POLICY ANNOUNCEMEI\TS 

Following is a list ofpossible DPC announcements the President couid make during the months of 
November and December. 

CRIME; 
Kovember 22 	 FBI Crime Statistics 

The final 1997 FBI Unified Crime Report data will be released on Sunday, 
November 22. demonstrating further that crime has decreased dramatically under 
the President's watch. The President should issue a 'Written statement on that 
Sunday. (Ready) 

December 	 Youth Crime Gun lnterdiction Initiative 
The President could highlight the success ofrus innovative Youth Crime Gun 
Interdiction Initiative (YCGIl), which has peen ongoing for two years in 27 cities, 
by announcing: (I) the release "fthe second annual report on the YCGIl, which 
will provide new data on guns used in crimes and demonstrate the success of the 
YCGII; (2) tbe availability of funds to hire new ATF agents to investigate gun 
trafficking in these 27 cities; and (3) a proposal to dramatically expand the YCGIl 
to 20 new cities v.-bien was just provided for in the recent omnibus appropriations 
bill. (Ready in early December) 

November or BradylNlCS Launch 
Decembe/At the end of this week, tbe Attorney Gerieral will publish the final regulation 

, implementing the Brady National Instant Criminal Backgroued Check System 
, ,(NICS). Under the NICS, whicb will go into effect on November 30th, the FBI 

, 	and/or state points ofcontact will conduct computerized background checks ofaU 
prospective guns purchasers (not JUSl handguns). The President could announce 
'on November 30 ~~ or sometime that week, ~~ the official implementation oftlte 



N1CS, wlrich is a huge victory for the President. The President not only fought 
hard for the Brady Bill's passage in 1993, .but he has continued to fight against 
efforts to undermine Brady's implementation and for funds to improve state 
criminallristory records. (November 30th or later) 

ltZero Toleranceu ror Drugs in Prisons 
The recently passed omnibus appropriations bill includes an important provision 

I that would allow states to use up to 10010 of their prison funds to drug test and, if 
necessary, treat prisoners and parolees, This policy change, which the President 
called for in a directive to the Attorney General last January, was strongly opposed 
bv Republicans and represents another victory for the President in the recent 
b~dget battle, To highliSht this accomplishment, the President could join the 
Attorney General, General McCaffrey and perhaps group ofGovernors in issuing 
new guidelines to ensure that the states use their funds to promote this new "zero 
tolerance" policy. (Ready) 

WOMEN, CHILDREN, A!'lD FAMILIES.: 
November 	 Title IX Executive Order 

The President could sign an executive order as early as next week prohibiting 
discrimination on the basis of race. color, national origin, or sex in education 
programs conducted by the federal government. Tlris includes schools operated by 
the Defense Department for military dependents, schools operated by the 
Department of the Interior for Native Americans, and numerous training and 
educational programs run by federal departments. This is • follow up to an 
Executive Memorandum the President issued last year asking the Department of 
Justice to lead an effort to identify all federally-conducted education programs and 
to recommend appropriate action to end discrimination. (Ready) 

. November or New Child Ca .. nata 

. December 	 The President could announce new data on the number ofclilldren served with 
child care assistance through the Child Care and Development Block Grant 
(CCDBG). The d.t. is expected to indicat. that approximately 1.8 million 
children of the 10 million eligible for assistance have been served through the block 
grant. This is the first data to examine the block grant, which was cr~ted in the 
1996 welfare refonn bill, and it will highlight the need for increased investment in 
the block grant. (Ready) 

November or Adoption Registry 
December 	 The President could call for an internet-based national registry ofchildren in foster 

care waiting to be adopted" Prospective adoptive parents will be able to visit the 
site and meet these waiting children. The,registry, to cost between SI·2 million,

\~ will be funded through the Adoption Opportunities Grants, which are • part of the 
President's Adoption 2002 Initiative -- an effort to double the number of children 
adopted from the public child welfare system by the 2002. In addition, the 
President can announce new adoption data which will show that adoptions have 



increased in FY 1998. Also, the President could announce the HHS Adoption 
2002 Awards, which he called for by executive memorandum in 199(" November 
is National Adoption Month, and is exactiy one-year since the President signed the 
landmark Adoption and Safe Families Act. The First Lady is very interested in 
holding an event on adoption during November, preferably at the end of the momh 
before Thanksgiving. 

December Family Report 
The President could announce the findings of. new report by the CEA detailing 
changes in the last thirty years in family life. The report win show the increased 
numbers of women in the workplace, and detail the diminished amount of time 
families have to spend with their children. (mid-December) 

HEALTH; 
December Asthma Initiative 

The President could announce a concerted fight against asthma. which has 
become a national epidemic impacting the lives of 15 million Americans. The 
initial goals of this program will be to halt the increase in asthma, reduce by 
half the number of children who die or suffer activity limitations because of this 
disease. and limit the disproportionate impact of asthma on minorIty 
communities.. The President could announce new FY2000 budget proposals to 
expand programs that have had demonstrated success on a pilot basis in 
preventing. managing, and understanding asthma. The President could also 
release an interagency report on best practices and strategies to address asthma. 
(Requires budget decision.) 

December Meeting with Presidential Task Force o~ People with Disabilities 
The President could meet with the Presidential Task Force on People with 
Disabilities and formally armounce his endorsement afthe Kennedy-Jeffords Work 
Incentives Improvement Act --the dis.bility community'S top health priority. The 
President could .lso possibly announce at this time new budget proposals effecting 
people with disabilities, including possibly a tax credit for people with disabilities 
returning to work or a bridge program to help people with disabilities go to work. 
(Ready - certain components pending budget decisions). 

WELFAR~ 
November Food Stamp Fraud Directives 

The President could sign three directives to crack down on food stamp fraud: (l) 
The President would direct the Social Security AdministratIon to share its death 
records with the Food Stamp agency to ensure that Food Stamp recipients who die 
are immediately removed from the rolls; (2) The President would direct USDA to 
develop a plan to create an interstate matching system to ensure Food Stamp 

I recipients are not receiving benefits in multiple states; and (3) The President would 
: direct Treasury to collect (through offset offederal payments and other means) 

unpaid fines owed by retailers that have viola~ed Food Stamp rules, such as 



exchanging Food Stamps for cash. The first two directives will build on the Lugar 
legislation that passed at the end of the ,ession. (Ready) 

December 	 Work Participation Rates 
\ The President could visit a welfare-to-work program and announce: (1) new state 

work participation rates. showing that aimost all states are meeting the welfare 
law' s single~parem requirements, but some are fatitng to meet the law's separate 
two--parent requirement; (2) new caseload data showing continuing declines; and. 
(3) new data on the number of people who were on welfare in 1997 and working 
in March 1998. (Expected to b. ready in early December.) 

December 	 \Velfare to Work Housing Vouchers 
The Congress approved in the V AIHUD appropriations bill fuil funding for the 

I President's request for 50,000 welfare-to-work housing vouchers. The President 
could hold an event armouncing the opening of the first competition for these 
vouchers" This is the first time ever that housing vouchers will be linked to welfare 
reform"and represents an improvement in the way welfare, employment, and 
housing agencies can work together. (Ready in December.) 

EDUCATION; 
December or: Afterscbool Grants 
Ianuary The Congress fully funded the President's request for $200 million for aHerschool 

programs. Anytime after November 4, the President could announce the release of1lwp the firSt $40 million in 21st Century Learning Center Grants for over 100 sehool 
districts throughout the country. (Ready) 

December Teacher Quality Report 
The National Center on Educational Statistics at the Department ofEducation has 
conducted a rapid response survey ofteachers as well as an analysis ofstate efforts 
to improve the quality of the teaching force that 'will be included in the 
Department's first biennial teacher quality repon. The President would announce 
the release of this report and possibly announce new budget and legislative 
proposals to improve teacher quality. (Ready late December or January.) 

December . Social Promotions Report 
The President could announce a new Education Department report on best 
practices for ending social promotion. This would be an opportunity for the 
President to renew his caU made this year to end social promotion. (Ready late 
December or January.) 

November AmeriCorps 
I The President could reschedule the ceremony for him to swear-in the lOO,OOOth 
• Amencorps member. At this event the President would also announce: (1) new 

grants to support 500- I 000 Americorps Promise FeUowships to support the goals 



set at the Presidents1 Summit; (2) the recipients of the President's Service Awards, 
the nation's highest volunteer service award; and (3) the recipients of the 
President's Student Service Awards. (Ready) 

EMPOWERMENT ZONES; 
December 	 Empowennent Zone Awards 

The President could announce the 'Winners of the nation\vide competition for the 
second round Empowerment Zones. Twenty communities will win designations as 
new EZs - 15 urban and 5 rural. Like the first round, each EZ will receive a mixture 
oftax incentive, and fle<ible grants to leverage private, non-profit, and state and local 
government resources to promote business development and job creation in some of 
our country's most distressed communities" The EZ statute requires that these 
designations be made by Januruy 1, 1999. The EZ program is one ofth. cornerstones 
of the President's and Vice President's Community Empowerment Agenda. (Ready 
in December.) 



Other likely initiatives as part of State of the UnjQu Rollout. December' .. JanUaO'i 

December 	 Nationwide Crackdown on Food Safety 
The President could announce a new $87 million budget proposal to crackdown on 
fuod safety nationally and a proposed legislative package to give authority to USDA 
to issue recalls ofunsafe food and impose oi,;l fines, In addition, the President would 
urge st'ates to adopt his model food code for retailers. providing incentives and 
disincentives for states to adopt to the code.(Ready; depending on budget 
decisions.) 

December 	 Long-Term Care Tax Credit Package 
The President would announce a proposal to provide a $1,000 tax credit to people 
with long~tenn care needs or their care givers ~- which we expect will help about 23 
million people, At the same time, the Presider! could call for the Federal Employees 
Health Benefit plan to offer long-term care insurance to federal employees, 
underscoring that a mndel employer snould promote high-quality private long-term 
care insurance policies to its employees, OPM estimates that 300,000 people would 
buy these pojicies. This long~tenn care tax credit does not currently have offsets. 
However. pending budget decisions, this policy could be ready to go in December. 
(Pending budget ded.ions.) 

December ! 	 Superbug Initiative 
Recent reports have indicated that resistance to anti~biotics is becoming a major 
public health crisis. causing prolonged illnesses and even death. ~or example, 
pneumonia., which impact over 500,000 Americans each year, is becoming resistance 
to most antibiotics and staph., the most common hospita!~based infection, is now only 
responding to the strongest drug available and some people are even starting to show 
resistance to this drug_ Experts believe that this CritICal public health problem is on 
track to affect more and more viruses. To reduce this problem, the President could: 
(I) launch a new budget initiative to ena~le experts to obtain critical information 
about which viruses are likely to become resistant and why; (2) launch a major 
education campaign to jnform health providers and professionals about how to 
prescribe drugs more appropriately and increase the use of vaccines to reduce the 
likelihood that diseases will become resistant; and (3) fund community-based 

t\ demonstrations' to examine how best to implement prevention efforts. (Pending 
budget decision.) 

December 	 Expansion of Values.,Based Crime Prevention Initiative 
Recognizing the important role that civic. community, and faith~based organizations 
can play in reducing crime, this past July the President announced a $2.2 million in 
grants available for 16 community-based coUaboratives, including religiously-affiliated 

, organizations, to target youth violence, gangs, truancy, and other juvenile problems 
by promoting common-sense values and responsibility, To build on this effort, the 
jPresident could commit to a series of new grants to support values~based crime 
'prevention efforts, and urge Congress to endorse and increase federal funding for such 



programs. The President could also highlight the efforts of Rev. Eugene Rivers of 
Boston, who inspired the President to develop this initiative and has organized a 
National IO-Point Leadership Foundation to mobilize 1,000 black churches in 40 
cities to help at-risk kids in the 50 worst oeighborhoods. (Pending budget 
de~isions.) , 

December 	 Family/Child Care Package1(,..)'/k.-\;,1-..SJ".~.;\ 
The President could announce a "families agenda" that will include proposals to: help 
working families pay for child care through subsidies and tax credits; give a tax credit 
to help parents who wish to stay at home to care for their children; pro\.;de paid 
parentall..ve for families with newborn or newly adopted children; provide funding 
fo(home visiting and other parenting skills programs for parents with very young 
chilrlren~ and increase support for after-school programs. Also. the President would 
~ \ 'I' ....' '\(" "t_" ..... -~~ 

'propoSli"expanding family medicall..ve so that it would cover employers with 25 
employees or'fewer. (pending ~udget decisions.) 


,-'J~ ..".1,' 'i L 

~. t ' ")." ," 	 . { " ... ' 

, I' ,
January 	 No~Social..promotions' Initiative 

The President could announce a new $300 million dollar budget initiative to help local 
school systems around the country follow Chicago's example and end social 
promotions. This wDuld be a competitive grants program through which the federal 
government would pay for the cost of mandatory summer school and after~school to 
help students meet promotion standards, if the school district agrees to end social 
promotion. (Pending budget decisions.) 
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Iannounc.wpd 	 Page 11 

POSSIBLE WELFARE REFORM ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(As of 11/10/981 

Possible·SqTU announcements: 
• 	 Partnership has met President's challenge to sign up 10,000 companies 

• 	 Federal agencies have already met nearly all of their Year 2000 hiring goals 

• 	 Welfare caseload reductions 

• 	 Announce IDA grant competition (HHS must publish announcement by 1/271 

Possible announcements for 2/26 Partnership event in Miami: 
• 	 Announce FY 99 competition for Welfare~to·Work competitive grants, 

targeted at priority issues/populations .. could highlight literacy/ESL. Also 
consider having Hispanic welfare to work success story introduce the 
President. 

• 	 Adv~nce EITC initiative w/ ABO (Partnership is exploring details) 

• 	 Possibly announce Job Access transportation grants (DOT to complete 
preliminary selection in February, but those selected must document 
compliance with standard DOT labor, environmental, and other requirements 
before they receive final award) 

• 	 Announce Partnership has met President's challenge to double number of 
hires •• 270,000 [Partnership staff do not think this can be done by January, 
and will be difficult to meet by February. Alternatively, save this 
announcement for May 1999 •• 2nd anniversary of the Partnership launch, 
and one year after President issued challengel 

,I 




October 27, 1998 

MEMOR,\NDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF 


CC: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

MARIA ECHAVESTE 
ANN LEWIS 
STEPHANIE STREETT 

BRUCE REED 

POSSIBLE POLICY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Following is a list of possible DPe announcements the President could make during the months 
of November and December. 

CRIME: 
November 22 

December 

November or 
December 

FBI Crime Statistics 
The rmal 1997 FB! Unified Crime Report data will be re!eased 00 Sunday, 
November 22. demonstrating furtber that crime has decreased dramatically under 
the President's watch, The President should issue a written statement on that 
Sunday. (Ready) 

Youth Crime Gun Interdiction Initiative 
The Presid"'11t could highlight the success of his innovative Youth Crime Gun 
Interdiction Initiative (yeGH), which has been ongoing for two years in 27 cities, 
by announcing: (1) the release of the second annual repOr1 on the YeGIJ, which 
will provide new data on guns used in crimes and demonstrate the success of the 
YCGlI; (2) the availability of funds to hire new ATF agents to investigate gun 
trafficking in these 27 cities; and (3) a proposal to dramatically expand the yeGH 
to 20 new cities which was just provided for in the recent omnibus appropriations 
bill. (Ready in early December) 

Brady/NICS Launch 
At the end of this week, the Attorney General wil! publish the final regulation 
implementing the Brady National Instant Criminal Background Check System 
(NICS). Under the NICS, which will go into effect on November 30th, the FBI 
and/or state points ofcontact will conduct computerized hackground checks of all 
prospective guns purchasers (not juSt handguns), The President could announce 
on November 30 -- or sometime that week -- the offici;)J implementation of the 



NICS, which is a huge victory for the President. The President not only fought 
hard for the Brady Bill's passage in 1993, but he has continued to fight against 
efforts to undermine Bf".1dy's implementation and for funds lo improve state 
criminal h1510ry records. (November 30th or later) 

November j TtZero Tolerance" for Drugs iu Prisons 
I The recently passed omnibus appropriations bill includes an important provision 

that would allow slates to use up to 10% of their prison funds to dmg test and, if 
necessary, treat prisoners and parolees. This policy change, which the President 
called for in a dlrective to 1he Attorney Gencrallast January. was strongly 
opposed by Republicans and represents another victory for the President in the 
recent budget battle. To highlight this accomplishmentl the President could join 
the Attorney Geneml, General McCaffrey and perhaps group of Governors in 
issuing new guidelines to ensure that the slates use their funds to promote this 
new "zero tolerance" policy, (Ready) 

WOMEN, CHILDREN, AND FAMILIES; 
November 	 Title IX Executive Order 

The President could sign an executive order as early as next week prohibiting 
discrimination on the basis of race. color, national origin, or sex in education 
programs conducted by the federal government. This incilldes schools operated 
by the Defense Department for military dependents, schools operated by the 
Department of the Interior for Native Americans, and numerous training and 
educntional programs run by federal departments. This is a follow up to an 
Executive Memorandum the President Issued last year asking the Department of 
Justice to Jead an effort to identify all federally-conducted education programs 
and 10 recommend appropriate action to end discrimination, (Ready) 

November or 	New Child Care Data 
December 	 The President cou1d announce new data on the number of children served with 

child care assistance through the Child Care alld Development Block Grant 
(CCDBO). The data is expected to indicate that approximately 1.8 million 
children of the J0 million eligible for assistance have been served through the 
block grant. This is the first data to examine the block grant, which was created in 
the 1996 welfare reform bill, and it will highlight the need for increased 
investment in the block grant. (Ready) . 

November or 	 Adoption Registry 
December 	 The President could call for an internet-based national registry ofchildren in 

foster care waiting to be adopted. Prospective adoptive parents will be able to 
visit the site and meet these waiting children. The registry, to cost between $1-2 
million, will be funded through the Adoption Opportunities Grants, which Me a 
part of the President's Adoption 2002 Initiative -~ an effort to double the number 
ofchildren adopted from the public child welf"re system by the 2002. In 
addition, the President can annOunCe new adoption data which will show that 



December 

HEALTH; 
December 

December 

WEI,EARE; 
November ' 

adoptions have increased in FY 1998, Also. the President could announce the 
HHS Adoption 2002 Awards, which he called for by executive memorandum in 
1996, 'November is National Adoption Month. and is exactly one-year since the 
President signed the landmark Adoption and Sufe Families Act The First Lady is 
very interested in holding an event on adoption during November, prefer'Jhly at 
the end of the month before Thanksgiving. 

Family Report 
The President could announce the findings of a new report by lhe CE~ detailing 
changes in the last thirty years in family life. The report will show the increased 
numbers of women in the workplace, and detail the diminished (llnount of time 
families have to spend with their children. (mid.December) 

Asthma Initiative 
The President could announCe a concerted fight against asthma, which has 
become a national epidemic impacting the lives of 15 million Americans. The 
initial goals of this program will be to halt the increase in asthma, reduce by 
half the number of children ~ho die or suffer activity limitations because of this 
disease. and limit the disproportionate impact of asthma on minority 
communities. The President could announce new F'Y2000 budget proposals to 
expand programs that have had demonstrated success on a pUot basis in 
preventing. managing, and understanding asthma. The President could also 
release an interagency report on best practices and,strategies to address asthma. 
(Requires budget decision.) 

Meeting with Presidential Task Force on People with Disabilities 
The President could me~t with the Presidential Task Force on People witb 
Disabilities and fonnally announce hts endorsement of the Kcnncdy-Jeftords 
"York Incentives Improvement Act --the disability community!s top health 
priority. The President could also possibly announce at this time new budget 
proposals effecting people with disabilities, including possibly a tax credit for 
people with disabilities returning to work or a bridge program to help people with 
disabilities go to work. (Ready -- certain compontnts pending budget 
decisions). 

Food Stamp Fraud Directives 
The President could sign three directives to crack down on food stamp fraud: (1) 
The President would direct the Social Security Administration to share its death 
records with the Food Stamp agency to ensure that Food Stamp recipients who die 
arc immediately removed from the rolls; (2) The President would direot USDA to 
develop a plan to create an interstate matching system to ensure Food Stamp 
recipients are not receiving benefits in multiple states; and (3) The President 
would direct Treasl:lry to coHect (through offset of feder,al payments and other 



means) unpaid fines owed by relailers lhat have violated Food Stamp rules, such 
as ,exchanging Food Stamps for cash, The first t\\'O directives wit! build on the 
Lugar legislation that passed at the end of the session. (Ready) 

December 	 Work Participation Rates 
The President could vIsit a welfare-ta-work program and announce: (1) new state 
work participation rates, showing that almost all states are meeting the welfare 
law's single-parent requirements, but some urc failing to meet the law's separate 
fwo-par/"'11t requirement; (2) new caselQad data showing continuing declines; and 
(3) new data on the number ofpeople who were on welfare in t997 and working 
in March 1998. (Expected to be ready in early December.) 

December 	 Welfare to 'Vork Housing Vouchers 
The Congress approved in the V NHUD appropriations bill full funding for the 
President's request for 50,000 welfare~to~work housing v()uchers. The President 
could hold an event announcing the opening of the first competition for these 
vQuchers. This is the first time ever that housing vouchers will be linked to 
welfare refonn. and represents an improvement in the way welfare, employment. 
and housing agencies can work together. (Ready in December.) 

EDUCATION: 
December or 	 Arterschoo1 Grants 
January 	 The Congress ti,lIy funded the President's request for $200 million for afterschool 

programs. Anytime after November 4, the President could announce the release 
of tho first $40 million in 21st Century Leaming Center Grants for over 100 
school districts throughout lhe country. (Ready) 

December ' Teacher Quality Report 
The National Center on Educational Statistics at the Department of Education has 
conducted a rapid response survey of teachers as wen as an analysis of state 

"efforts to improve the quality of the teaching force that will be included in the 
Department's first biennia! teacher quality report The President would announce 
the release ofthis report and possibly announce new budget and legislative 
proposals to improve teacher quality. (Ready late December or January.) 

December 	 Socia1 Promotions Report 
The President couid announce a new Education Department report on best 
practices for ending social promotion. This would be an opp<:>rtunity for the 
President to renew his call made this year to end social promotion, (Ready late 
December or January.) 

November 	 AmeriCorps 
The President couid reschedule the ceremony for him to swear-in the lOO,OOOth 
Amerieorps member. At this event the President would also announce; (1) new 



granls lo suppol1 500·1000 Americorps Promise Pellowships to suppol1 'he goals 
set at the Presidents' Summit; (2) the recipients of the President's Service 
Awards. the nation's highest volunteer service award; and (3) the recipients of the 
President's Student Service Awards. (Ready) 

EMI!OW~;RMENT ZONES: 
December 	 Empowerment Zone Awards 

The President could announce the winners of the nationwide competition for the 
second round Empowerment Zones, Twenty communities will win designations as 
new EZs -- 15 urban and 5 rural, Like the first round, each EZ will receive a mixture 
of tax incentives and flexible grants to leverage private. non.profit. and state and 
local government resources to promote business development and job creation in 
some of our countryts most distressed communities. The EZ statute requires that 
these designations be made by January I, 1999. The EZ program is one of the 
comerstones of the President's and Vice President's Community Empowerment 
Agenda. (Ready in December.) 

,. 



Other likely initiatives as part DC State of t11e Union RollQut. December .. January; 

December 	 Nationwide Crackdown on Food Safety 
The President could announce a new $87 million budget proposal to crackdown on 
food safety nationally and a proposed legislative package to give authority to USDA 
to issue recalls ofunsafe food and impose civil fines, In addition. the President would 
urge states to adopt his model food c.ode for retailers, providing incentives and 
disincentives for states to adopt ·to the code,(Ready, depending on budget 
decisions.) 

December 	 Long-Term Care Tax Credit Package 
The President would announce a proposal to provide a $1,000 tax credit to people 
with long-tenn care needs or their care givers·~ wbich we expect will help about 2.3 
million people. At the same time, the President could call for the Federal Employees 
Health Benefit plan to offer long-term care insurance to federal employees, 
underscoring that a model employer should promote high-quality private long-term 
care insurance policies to its employees. OPM estimates that 300,000 people would 
buy these policies. This long·term care tax credit does not currently have offsets. 
However, pending budget decisions, this policy could be ready to go in December. 
(Pending budget decisions.) 

December 	 Supcrbug Initiative 
Recent reports have indicated that resistance to <lntj·biotics is becoming a major 
public health crisis. causing prolonged iHnesses and even death. For example. 
pneumonia, which impact over 500,000 Americans each year, is becoming resistance •
to most antibiotics and stap~ the mOst common hospitnl~based infection, is now only 
responding to the strongest dntg available and some people are even starting to show 
resistance to this drug. Experts believe that this critical public health problem is on 
track to affect more and more viruses. To reduce this problem, the President could: 
(l) launch a new budget initiative to enable experts to obtain critical infom1ation 
about which viruses are likely to become resistant and why; (2) launch n major 
education campaign to mfonn health providers and professionals about how to 
prescribe drugs more appropriately and increase the use of vaccines to reduce the 
likelihood that diseases wiH become resistant; and (3) fund community-based 
demonstratlons to examine how best to implement prevention efforts. (Pending 
budget decision,) 

December' 	 Expansion of Values-Based Crime Prevention Initiative 
Recognizing the important role that civic, community, and faith-based organizations 
can play in reducing crime, this past July the President announced a $2,2 million in 
grants avaiiabJe for 16 community·based collaboratives, including religiously
affiliated organizations. to target youth violence, gangs, tmancy, and other juvenile 
problems by promoting common·scnse values and responsibility. To build on this 
effort, the President could commit to a series of new grants to support values-based 



December 

January 

. 	crime prevention efforts, and urge Congress to endorse and increase federal funding 
for such programs. The President could also highlight the efforts of Rev. Eugene 
Rivers of Boston, who inspired the President to develop this initiative and has 
organized a National lO-Point Leadership FQundation to mobilize 1,000 black 
churches in 40 cilies 10 help at-risk kids in the 50 worst neighborhoods. (Pending 
budget decisions.) 

Family/Child Care Package 
The President could announce a "families agenda" thut will include proposals to: 
help working families pay for child care through subsidies and tax credils; give a tax 
credit to help parents who wIsh to stay at home to care for their chjldren; provide 
paid parental leave for families whh newborn or newly adopted children; provide 
funding for home visiting and other parenting skills programs for parents with very 
young children; and increase support for after-school programs. Also, the President 
would propose expanding family medical leave so that it would cover employers 
with 25 employees or fewer. (Pending budget decisions.) 

f\;<r-Social-Prornotions Initiative 
The President could announce a new $300 million dollar budget initiative to help 
local school systems around the country follow Chicago's examp1e and end social 
promotions: This would be a competitive grants program through which the federal 
government would pay for the cost of mandatory summer school and after-school to 
help students meet promotion standards, if the school district agrees to end social 
promotion. (Pending budget decisions.) 
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Scheduling Req= for WeIhr. to 

Worl< PartnerShip Eventli 


" 
D URGENT 0 FOR lUWIE\))' 0 PLEASE COMM ~T [J PLEASE Uj>ty CJ PL£ASE REcyo..E: 

..-Nl,$IT,Sfc(..1M~~ 

These sh",!Id be """",rditmy event< for the ,'resident and Vi"" President. Please give me a 
call if you need anything more. Thank you. 
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, 
Miami-Dade County Wekare to Work Conference 

Scheduling request f( Ir President Clinton 

The Partnership, together with 11ayor Alex Penela.< and the local Work and 
Gain Economic Se1f.Suffideog 0WAGES) board will organize and sponsor 
a welfare to work conference 10« Miami·Dade county< 11", conference wal 
highlight the Aviation Alliance,; iotellMotel Association, and the Banking 
and Finanu industries. Because ,)f Mayor Alex Penelas' efforts) these 
industries have committed to hi ing and retaining welfare recipientS in the 
Miami area. 

This event will be the last of Tb , Partnership's City Link conferences before 
a national conference en"Visionet i for the fall. Three members of The 
Pa.rt.nership·s Board of Director· are confiimed to attend; Dennis 
Milimatinas, CEO, Burger Kin< <, Corporation; Jon.,han Tis<h, President and 
CEO, Loews Horels; and GeraI; Greenwald, Ch.irm;w and CEO, United 
Airline,< 

The conference will provide Prt ~ident eJinron {he-oppo~ to promote 
(he Administr.ttion's welfare ref mn accomplishments as well as address 
issues outlined in his Sme of tb Union Address. The Partnership will work< 

with White House staff to idem !y key issues su<:h as work·based English 
laJ\guag~ literacy and substance .buse, 

The objective of the conferenet is to rt!Cl"Uit large, mediwu and small 
business to participate in hiring iormerwelfare recipients. More than 500 
businesses will be dohored in u';s effolt. A service provider guide will he 
released to employers at the cor ference to ensutt they are able to 
immediately hi... and retain welt"" recipients. 

The Missni WAGES board, • S] onror of the conference, is comprised of 
United Airlines, Burger King, L leWS, BankArlantic, First Union, American 
Airlines, Bell Soutb and other k 0/ leading businesses in tbe Miami area. 

When, Feb:u.uy 26, 1999 

Where: Miami Beach Convection Centt r. 

http:Feb:u.uy
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What: 

When: 

San Francisco Welfare '0 Wark Conference 

Scheduling Reque" tOI Vice PresidentCor. 


A&y Area Welfare to Work Busio<" Conference whose goal is three-fold: To 
engage employers about welfare to" fork by showcasing existing effons> to encourage 
businesses to ur.i1i?..e seMce provide! organizations to hire and retain we!fare 
recipients; and to encourag~ welfare recipients to join existing welfare to work 
p,oyatns by highlighting the succe, ; of grnduates from Bay Area progruns . 

. The day begins with a breakfast for )ll$iness leaders hosted by Mayor Willie Brown. 
I The Vice President would also be it.ned by area Mayors - invited byMayor Brown 
and elected offici.us as well as leadel ~ from his Coalition to Sustain Success j 

including Fred Grandy of Goodwill and United Way of tbe Bay Area. The breakfast 
will provide a platform fenM Vice President to encourage business leaders in the 
Bay Area - including Silicon Valley ·to join welfare to work .ffom and partner with 
the lOOtl service provider communi1 f. K.y business targlltS inciud", Olevron (. 
Boord Member of The Welfare to V' ork PartnOrShip), The Gap, Charles Schwab, 
McKinsey, Wdls Fargo, Pacific Ben Kom/Ferry, Hellman & Friedman, SAFEWAY, 
doroK and the Shorenstein Compa ues. 

. The Vice President would thon kic1 "ff a how-", confer_e for more ,hac 800 8ay 
Area. businesses and service providt rs. The Vice President will have an opporrunity 

, 	(0 sh~'case the success of con~nU! Ilt)' based organiooons working together with 
businesses to move former recipien s to liW$ of independenc~. Mote than 1CO past 
and current graduatesl from local tr tining programs such as Sa.'1 Fr.u'lcisco 
Works/United Way andJob New, rk will help kick-off ,he conferencewi,b the Vice 
President. Each of the graduates~ Ui w employers: will also join other conference 
artendec.s. 

The oonferen<.:e will provide how-u informacion by industry and business size and 
fink businesse, with Bay Area resor (""" that ,,-ill provide them with for joi>-ready 
workers, The Partnership) with Utl ted Way, will also release a comprehensive 

, service provider directory at the COl ,ference. 

The Vice President could also capit ilize on this event by convenin& ,he Coalition to 
Sustain Success' lrrst meeting of tho year hosted by United Way of the Bay Area. 
This will inregrate local business inl ,rest in hiring welf= recipients with lOOtl and 
national CBO supporr and commit oem to help. 

The breakfast and conference woul.! be held at the San Fr.mcis<o Civic Center. 

March 15l or 2""'. The schedule of tle: day can remain flexible according EO the Vicc 
President', schedule. 

http:offici.us
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B.ckgl"ound: The Welfare to Work Partnorship h" been working doselywith SF Works and Job 
Network ,ince OctOber 1997. The ]'annership has held a meeting with key Bay Area 
stakeholders to build support for an. I begin design of, this conference. . 

i San Francisco Works is a collabor. rive effort of,he Committee on Jobs, the San 
. Fmnci",o Ch=ber of Comm=c aJ ,d the Unit«! Way. 'This business c<llll1llUflity 

effon was created in June 1997 to h.!p 2,000 former welfare recipiems secure and 
retain private sectOr jobs by the y.., 2,000. SF Works provides employrnem 
<raining, internship ond placement p ·ograms. They celebrated the first gl"aduation of 
70+ men and women on July 23,19 '8. 

Job Network is • collaborative effo , of Small Business Network. Juma Venrur., 
and Jewish Vocational Services. It j ; an innovative small business we1fate to work 
strategy that links job seekers with e nplO)'lll1'ru: oppommitics and p<ovides the 
training and pOst placement suppon. 'Job Network has commiunent from Small 
Business Network to pia"" 200 of it ; gl"aduares. The six-week. training P'Ogl"atn has 
graduated two classes of l1pproxima ely 25 men and women each, 
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!~ Christa Robinson 
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Record Type: Record 

To: Soe the distribution list at the bottom 0: this message 

cc; Laura EmmeuIWHO/EOP 
Subject: ope Scheduling Proposals 

Here is -a list of OPC proposed announcements by date, which I thought would help us uack them. 

Please let me know if there are any events or timing issues I missed. Thanks. 


ope Proposals by date: 

9/24 COPS Grants Event. 

9/25 Chicago Education Event -- Announce new education grants for technology, Charter 

Schools, and Safe and Drug Free Schools. 

9/24·26 ,Food Safety Event - Study 00 Salmonella Reduction and USDA grants. 

9/28·30 VA Conference in Baltimore •• aroouoce homeless veterans grants. 

9/30 School to Work Grants {only avaHab!e this day}. 

10/1·6 CHIP outreach event (Ads begin the1st.) 

1011 Child Support National Case Regis1ry (states begin inputting info. the 1st) 

10/9 NAPO Top Cops Event 

1011 S FBI Crime Stats 

10/21 Breast Cancer Event (HRC scheduled this day) - 5 years since first action plan. 

10/23 Youth Crime Gun Interdiction Initiative Report and expansion. 

10/23 Amerkorps 100,OOOth Member Event (graduations across the country this day) 

10/23 New Child Care Fiscal Data (10/23 is the one year anniversary of the child care conL) 


October Proposals without specific dates: 

~ CEO Roundtable Discussion on Work/Family Issues and CEA Report. 

- Tobacco Couoteradvertising Event 

~ 000'5 Anti~Toba(:co Plan. 

~ Executivo Order directmg OSHA to establish smoke-free worKpla<:e standard.- Kaiser 

Foundation S·tudy on T.V. Viol/mee 

• Binge Drinking Event 
~ E~Aat6 Events 
~ HHS Defibrillator Study 
~ Rural Event 
~ Naturalization event (teams sent to NY. LA, Chicaco. San Fran, Miami) 
- INS Proposed Rule on Medicaid 

Bill Slgnlngs/UnpradTctablo Timioa:. 
Kennedy·Jefford Bill Signing {and other disability announcements) 
Higher Education Act Signing 
Charter Schools Bill Signing 
Early lheracy Bill Signing 
H~1 B Bill Signing 
IDA Bill Signing 
Welfare to Work Housing Vouchers/Appropriations bill signing 
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; i' "i' Christa Robinson ffit 10/02/9804:13:14 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: Cathy R. MaysJOPD/EOP 

cc: Elena Kagan/OPD/EOP 
Subject: for Bruce's scheduling/message meeting 

Some outstanding issues for your scheduling meeting: 
1. Rescheduling the Elder Crime Event. 

2. Deciding when and how to sign the Higher Education Act. 

JW{f:: &~'-JI 
AVI~ 

l-l C f1+ 

3. Deciding whether POlUS wants to do the Breast Cancer Awareness event blc HRC is scheduled 
to do it on 10/21 and POTUS is unavailable that day. Other days are booking up quickly, so I think 
we should raise this so that people have it on their radar screens. Jen Klein feels the event has to 
take place in D.C., not on the road, and that we should not do a signing ceremony for the 
Mammogram Quality Control reauthorization at this event (or anytime else) b/c it would have to 
include Sen. D'amato. 

4. Maria asked for a scheduling request from us on a POTUS meeting with minority communities 
on AIDS. She thought he should possibly do this when he was in l.A. on the 20th. (Todd and I 
are working on a scheduling request for you to review. Please advise.) 

5. Top Cops is still only pending as the message event for Oct. 9th. Ann Lewis was interested in 
Jose's idea to hit the Congress on their last day in session for not passing the Degan expansion for 
education benefits for child survivors of cops (even though it has biparitisan support and has 
already passed the Senate) and also talk about all the other work Congress hasn't completed this 
session "" with a sea of blue standing behind him. It's possible for POTUS to go to the TOP COPS 
dinner the night before, but that doesn't gat us any news" or even a photo"op. 

Other events that are ready to scheduled if there is support: 
CHIP , 
Patient's Bill of Rights Event 
Youth Crime Gun Tracing Initiative Report and expansion (after Oct 23) 
New Child Care Data "" late in Oct. or Nov. 
Counteradvertising Event 
DOD Tobacco Plan 
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Draft 9/23 

EDUCATION BILL OF RIGHTS 

Every Ameri?an family has the right to send their children to public schools with: 

1. Small classes 
Congress must: 
• 	 Pass the Class Size Reducation and Teacher Quality Act 
• 	 Provide funding for reducing class size through Title 1 appropriations 

2. Talented teachers 
Congress must: . 
• 	 Pass the Teacher Preparation and Recruitment initiative in Higher Education Act 
• 	 Pass the Class Size Reducation and Teacher Quality Act 
• 	 Provide funding requested by the President for the Eisenhower Professional Development 

program 
• 	 Provide funding requested by the President for LEP Teacher Professional Development 
• 	 Provide funding requested by the President for Technology Teacher Training 
• 	 Continue to support the work of the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards 

3. Modern school facilities 
Congress must: 
• 	 Pass the School Modernization Act 

4. High standards and accountability 
Congress must: 
• 	 Provide funding requested by the President for Goals 2000 
• 	 Pass and provide funding for Education Opportunity Zones 
• 	 Support continued development of voluntary national standards and tests 

5. Safe, disciplined, and drug-free learning environments 
Congress must: 
• 	 Provide funding as requested by President for middle-school drug coordinators , 
• 	 Support President's proposal to strengthen accountability for the Safe and Drug Free 

Schools Program 
• 	 .Extend Brady law to violent juveniles 
• 	 Enact Child Access Prevention bill to keep guns away from kids 

, 
'6. Quality after-school and summer school programs 
Congress must: 
• 	 Provide funding requested by the President for 21st Century Community Learning 

Centers program 



7. Public sehool choice 
Congress must: 
• 	 Pass. the charter schools blll and provide funding requested by the President for the 

charter schools program 

8. Extra efforts to give students a solid foundation in the basic skills and prepare them for 
college I 
Congress must: 
• 	 Pass and fund the Early Literacy bill 
• 	 Provide funding requested by the President for Title I 
• 	 Pass and fund the High Hopes program

1 

9. Programs to ensure young children arrive at school ready to learn 
Congress must: 
• 	 Pass 'and fund President's Early Learning Fund 
• 	 Pass and fund Head Start improvements and expansion 
• Provide funding requested by the Presidem ror the Child Care Development Block Grant 
" Pass ,and fund the President's child care standards enforcement fund 

10. 21 ,I century tecbnology 
Congress must: 
• 	 Provide funding requested by the President for the Technology Literacy Challenge Fund 
• 	 Provide funding requested by the President for Technology Teacher Training 
• 	 Sup~ort implementation of the e~rate 
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Cynthia A. Rice 09/02/9812:54:26 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: Bruce N. Reed/OPD/EOP 

cc: Christa Robinson/OPO/EOP 
Subject: Food Stamp Directives 

The directives would do three things: 

1) Ensure that Food Stamp reciepinets who die are immediately removed from the rolls, by requiring 
the Social Security Administration to share its death records with Food Stamp agencies. 

2) Require UDSA, in consultation with SSA and HHS, to develop a plan to create an interstate 
matching system to ensure Food Stamp recipients are not receiving benefits in multiple states. 
(Note this is developing a plan -- requiring such matches would take legislation.) 

3) Require Treasury to act to collect (through offset of federal payments and other means) debts 
owed by retailers -- these are usually fines imposed on retailers who have committed fraud such a 
cashed in Food Stamps. 

A few key facts: 

19.5 million Americans receive Food Stamps: 

One-third are elderly or disabled 

60 percent are children 



09102/9801 ;02:47 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: Bruce N. Reed/OPO/EOr' 

cc: Christa Robinson/OPO/EO?, Cathy A. Mays/OPO/EO? 
Subject: Announcements 

Here's m01:lt up-to..uate on elder abuse. lose asked that I resubmit everything, so you 
everything together, 

Announcement on Elder Abuse and Frand. HHS has been working on reports that 
document emotional. physical, psychological, and financlal abuses of older Americans, often 
by family me.mbers, For example, one-half million Americans in domestic settings 
were abused and neglected in 1996. The oldest, most vulnerable Americans 180 + 
years} are abused and neglected at 2 to 3 times the rate of the overall elderly 
population., Ninety percent of the inddents are with a known perpetrator. In 
addition, fraudulent telemarke~ers continue to target frail and vulnerable older 
Americans ~s their primary victims. In response to these findings, the President 
could take several actions in Florida to combat elder abuse and crime, Jncluding: 

I , 
Elder Abuse: (1 i creating a new national center on elder abuse; and (2t calling on 
Congress to reauthorize the Older Americans' Act, which includes services. such as 
provider training, public education, ombudsman programs, and legal hotlines, to 
help older Americans at risk for abuse. 

Elder Crime and fraud: (1) launChing new partnership between the Justice 
Department and AARP to create Elder Fraud Prevention Teams (EFPTs) in four cities 
•• Miami, Phoenix, San Diego, and Seattle. Under the EFPT pilot project, Justice 
and AARP would work with other federal. state and local law enforcement 
authorities to identify senior communities and conduct o~treach and educatiqn 
efforts to prevent various forms of fraud and financial exploitation targeted at the 
elderly, 12) announce Justice Department grants to combat telemarketing fraud for 
the elderly, totaling $260,000 INB: Justice is not sure these will be ready for next 
week- still checking]; and (3) announcing posting of new information on 
telemarketing fraud on the Web, Information on the Justice web site will include 
audio tapes of conversations between fraudulent telemarketers and their 
prospective victims, as well tips on how to respond and report possibly fraudulent 
contacts by telemarketers. , 
School Safety: 

The President, could announce the release ufover $16 million in COPS school-bsaed
. 
partnership ~ranls 10 155 law enforcement agencies. The grants will be used by policing 



August :> 
August 4 

August 5 

Augusto 

August 7 

August 8 

August 10 
August 11 
August 12 
August 13 
August 14 

August 15 

MESSAGE MEETING 
Wednesday, .July 29, 1998 

Economic Speech (T) 

;\lessagc Opportunit}-, 

Mi:ssagc Op[mrtunity 

Message Opportunity 

Employment Numbersllntervicws 0') 

Live Rodio Address 


!lill of Rights Event (Medicaid), Louisville. KY (T) 

Brady Bill Extension, San Francisco, CA (T) 

Ruml Policy, Location TBD {T) 

Message Opportunity 

Message Opportunity 

Tape Radio Address 

Travel to New Hampshire (D 
Depart for Vacation 



• Economic Speech (8/3 or later that \vcck) 

• FMLA Anniversary (Ri5) 

• Tobacco (Introduction of House Bill/Cost Analysis of Teen Smoking) 

• Welfare-to-Work !Hundred Hours Mc<iic;';dRule) ~ 
• Pri vacy Announcement . l:':f::'~~ ~)'--~ tI\..J"(s 
• Childrens" HeaHh (Annoul1ccmcm of New Numbers) ,--V '151\""", ~% \"-Jes. , ~;;,.. J ,,,M9w -1ft¥{' ~"--i ?",I\ 
• Elder Crimes/Fraud /_"....11 ~tr (""I'" f" oM/l.,<» 

_"~":l .(f,",.;. - .IJ,..-.Iw", \ co \."" vv"'-. 10dt 
• Long-T crm Care 

~L.,~,\ 
• School Safety \l~\---
• DOL Announcement or Revised Appeals Procedures under ERISA 

• Medic.aid!f3itl of Rights Announcement (Kentucky 8/10) 

~ 
• Brady Extension (San Francisco 8/11) ~~ H~~ (TA'j. 

1 ctl,""4n f'\bo-( 'f'"
• Rural i Policy (South Dakota (1) SII 2) 

I 

• Milit4ry Base Visit 

fl,o~ ~ f\'~)~!U '>M or 

~¥"'\,'hu ~ 



October 23 

October 24 
October 25 

October 26 
Oc.lober 27 
OclObcr'28 

Octnber29 
October 30 

October 31 
November 1 

November 2 

No~'cmber 3 
November 4 

November 5 
November 6 

November 9 
Nl.wcmber lO 
November II 

I 

November 12 
November 13 

November 14 • 
November 22 

MESSAGt~ SCHEJ)ULE 

Middle East Peace Signing 
Tape R.'ldiu /\ddn;~s (Sociul Se0urity) 
Fundraising Travel to CaUfornia 
Fundraisitlg Travel io California jlvJ..-k k/-.tl-

Day Off ~ ./1........ ~- ....1.;..1 

Social Security Event (Women & Pensions/Surplus) (arWhite !-louse) tfII:r 

Columbian State Visit/pret} ~ G"'~ limo•.:,.?? 
CBC Heallh /\nnoum:emcr:t .. ; 
Shuttle Launch. Cape Canaveral. FL . 
Soei~1 Security Event (T) (at White House) tit>v :~~ \,$, 

Tape Radio Address - 'i'So~ ''t.A-

Day Off _,' 

Remarks to New Psalmist Baptist Church Servjc~. B<.lltimore. r....1D (T) 


Specialty 11ress Interviews (T) 
Conference Calls el) 

Patients Bill (JfRighl.\' Event? 
Election Day 

Message Oppurlunit}, 

Working Visit with pr\!1 Drnovsek of Slovenia (30 l!linutes) 

Medals of Arts & I-lumanities Ceremony 

Airport Dedication Ceremony! Fayetteville, AI{ 

Tape Radio Address 


Message OPlmrtunity 
Press Conference ('I') 
Veterans Day Event at AriingtDll CC:lletcry 
Other Options Include: 

-Treasures EVen' at Anderson Cot/age? 
-Renwrks to /Jusiness Round lable (NOTE: nils is the only day 
they are in 101l'n) 

Message Opportunity 
Depart for Foreign Travel 
Tape Radio Address (before 10:30am departure) 

Poreign Trav..:! 



Novcmber 23 
Novcmber 24 
Novcmber 25 

November 26 
November 27 

No\'ember 30 

,

Day Off 
Mcss .. gc OflJlHrtunity 
Mcssllgc OPllurtunit)' 
Turkey Pn;scnlaLiol1 Ceremony 
Thanksgiving 
Day Ofr 

Message 0lllwrtunity 

.~.. ~ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH1NGTQN 

September 16,1998 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAff 

FROM: 	 Bruce Reed 
Elena Kagan 

SUBJECT: 	 DPe October EventldellS 

Heolth Cue 

Long-Term Care: If Democrats decide to introduce an alternative tax bUt, ~-e could do an event 
(either before or concurrent with the Democratic unveiling) that highlights the President's long-' 
term care initiative. The President's proposal would provide for a $500·$1 ,000 tax credit to 
people with long-term care needs or their caregivers. It would cost about $5 billion over 5 years 
and help about 2.2 million people. At the same time, the President could cali for the Federal 
Employees Health Benefit plan to offer long-tenn care insurance to federal employees. ,OPM 
estimates that 300,,000 people would buy these policies. 

Work Jnccntives and Health Care for People with Disabilities: Within a week. we will know 
whether the Senate will vote on the Jeffords~Kennedy Work Incentives Improvement Act ¥" the 
disability community's top health priority ~~ this year. If the bill does come to a vote, we could 
do a strong event with the disabilily and AIDS communities emphasizing our involvement in 
developing die bill and calling on the Senate to pas~ it. We also could announce the approval of 
four states for the new "date certain" grant program. This initiative (long sought by the disability 
community) gives states the ability to use Medicaid funds to offer a lime-limited opportunity for 
Institut;onalized disabled persons to return to their communities to receive the long~term care 
services they need. The disabilities community views the program as an important step in , 
moving Medicaid away from its histonc bias toward institutionalizing the chroPlcaHy iH. 

Children;s Health: October is the first anniversary of the effective date of the Children's 
Health Insurance Program (CHIP), and October 5 is Child Health Day. We could release 'he first 
annual report on states' progress in implementing CHIP, which is expected to coincide with a 
sufficient uwnber of state approvals to cover 2.5· million kids. At this event, we would launch 
phase one ofour children's health outreach campaign with NGA, which includes new radio ads 
in 10 states (set to·begin.October I) targeted to parents of uninsured children eligible for CHIP or 
Medicaid. We also are trying to get a commitment from Americorps to participate in signing 
families lip for Medicaid and CHIP on the local level. 

Patients' Bill of Rights: We would like to do at least one more patients' bill of rights event, 
preferably on the road, prior to the election. We might want to do a kind of wrap~up eventJ now 
., \~'" .::.¥'k ,J-tov<;. ~\'J' 
.-# =><"' .. ~'- ~'-~ 
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that we have just about finished applying the bill of rights to rederal health plans, toting up 
everything we have done by executive action (i&.., how many people covered) and comparing it 
to what Congress has accomplished (i&., nothing). The AFL·CIO (per Jerry Shea) strongly 
favors this event 

Cancer E,ent(s): In addition to the September 26 Cancer March (and the President's possible 
involvement through a radio address), October is National Breast Cancer Awareness month. (t is 
also the fifth anniversary of the President's launching of the National Action Plan on Breast 
Cancer. We have tentatively scheduled October 21 for an event with the First Lady to (I) release 
a new report 6n the progress the Adrninistrntion has made in the fight against breast cancer, and 
(2) highlight a new information outreach and screening campaign focused on underserved 
minorities. Because of the President's strong cancer record~ as well as his desire to underscore 
Ol~r commitment to ending health disparities among races, tne President might want to participate 
in this event. i 

Elder Abuse: See Crime section of this memo. 

EdUcation 

September Granrs: The Education Department will announce prior to September 30: (I) 
technology grants ($30 million to 17 states); (2) charter school grants ($60 million to 20 states); 
(3) safe and drug free school grants ($5 million for model school partnerships and universities); 
and (4) schoo~-to~work grants ($40 million to urban and rural communities. which must be given 
on September 30). We can try to combine as many of these grants as possible into a single event, 
perhaps in Chicago., 

Potential Bm Signings: (1) The Higher Education Act is virtually certain to pass this session, 
though the timing is uncertain. It is likeiy to contain provisions to reduce student loan interest 
rates, as well as programs based on our High Hopes and Teacher Recruitment and Preparation 
proposals. (2) Prospects for passing the charter schools legislation are decent, though hardly 
guaranteed. (3) Ditto the prospects for passing an early literacy bill. 

Safe Schools Conference: On October IS. the President will host a White House Conference on 
School Safety and take the following actions: (I) release the first annual report on school safety, 
including sch601 crime data, information on model safe schools, and recommended action steps 
for parents and teachers; (2) unveil a proposal to reform the Safe and Drug Free Schools program 
and call for additional funds in the FY 2000 budget; (3) announce a new FEMA·like program of 
assistance for communities that have experienced school~related violence; (4) launch new 
comprehensive school safety grants that will bring together disparate streams of funding from the 
Departments of Justice, Education, and Health and Human Services; and (5) start a partnership 
with MTV on 'school safety, which includes a year ofPSAs. 
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Crime 

September COPS Grants: The President could announce in late September $370 million in 
grants to hire 'or redeploy 1 J,500 more police officers. This announcement would include $100 
million for Los Angeles to hire 700 new police officers, $70 million for the rest of California to 
hire 800 new officers, and $200 million for COPS MORE grants to allow police departments in 
communities ,across the nation to redeploy more than 10,000 officers. 

Elder Abuse' and Fraud: The President could take several actions to combat elder abuse and , 
fraud, including: (1) releasing the preliminary findings of an HHS study on elder abuse; (2) 
creating a new national center on elder abuse; (3) calling on Congress to reauthorize the Older 
Americans' Act, which i~cludes services to help older Americans at risk for abuse; (4) launching 
a new partnership between the Justice Department and AARP to create Elder Fraud Prevention 
Teams (ErPIs) in four cities (Miami, Phoenix, San Diego, and Se.tlle); (5) releasing roughly $3 
million in Justice Department grants to combat fraud against the elderly (by September 30); and 
(6) posting new information on telemarketing fraud on the Department ofJustice Web site_ 

, 

TOP COPS Legislation: The President could sign legislation to expand educational benefits for 
the children of slain loca1law enforcement officers at the NAPO TOP COPS event on October 9, 
asswning the legislation is passed in time. The President endorsed this proposal at last year's 
TOP COPS event. The bin has passed the Senate and is waiting for a floor vote in the House, 

1997 FBI Crime Statistics: Coinciding with tne October 18 release of the final 1997 FBI 
Uniform Report -- which will continue to show large decreases in crime ~- the President could 
give a major policy speech on how this Administration's efforts have helped to fuel the jongest 
sustained drop in violent crime in nearly 40 years, The speech would commemorate the fourth 
anniversary of the landmark 1994 Crime Act; highlight the crime policies. including signature 
initiatives such as COPS; that have helped to change the nation's approach to crime; and l?egin to 
make the case for new crime proposals that will be included in the State of the enton and FY 
2000 budget. 

Youth Crime Gun Interdiction Initiative: Anytime after October 23, the President could: (1) 
release the second annual report on the Youth Crime Gun Interdiction Initiative (YeGII), which 
will provide new ATF data on guns used in crimes in 27 cities~ (2) announce the availability of 
new funds to hire new ATP agents to investigate gun trafficking in these 21 cities; and (3) 
propose a dramatic expansion of this initiative in the FY 2000 budget to all major cities (i&... the 
65-70 cities with populations of 250,000 or more), which would cost aboll' $30 million (pending 
OMS's approval). Additionally. because we expect the YCGJT report to make a strong case for 
cracking down on "straw purchasers" and gun shows, we are considering whether the President 
should announce his support for legislation requiring background checks for aU secondary 
market gun purchases. 
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Children and Famili!fS 

Head Start Reauthorization Bin: The President should have the opportunity to sign a Head 
Start Reauthorization bill this year. A bill signing could highlight the how the Administration 
has (I) significantly increased Head Start participation; (2) dramatically improved program 
quality; and (3) created Early Head Start for infants and toddlers. . . 
Quality Child Care for Federal Employees Act: The President may get an opportunity to sign 
the Quality Child Care for Federal Employees Act, which makes important improvements to 
federally-sponsored child care by building on an executive mernorandwn that the President 
issued in March 1998. (Congress. however. might add this measure to an appropriations bill.) 
We could announce new CCDBG data (see just below) at this signing. 

New Child Care Data. The President could announce new data of the number ofchildren 
served with child care assistance through the Child Care and Development Block Grant 
(CCDBG), This data will point to the need for increased investment in the block grant; we 
expect the data to indicate that we are serving approximately 1.8 million children of the 10 
million'eligible for assistance. This is the first data to examine the CeDBO created by welfare 
reform in 1996 (when four child care assistance programs were consolidated), 

. , 

CEO Roundtable Dise:ussion on \VorkIFamily Issues; lne President could host a meeting of 
CEOs to diScuss "farnny~friendly" workplace practices that meet the needs of the nation's 
changing workforce. '!be President could release a. new eEA report, if it is ready. on Families 
and the Changing Labor Market. Additionally~ the President could signa1 support for the design 
ofa paid parentai leave program (policy development process required). This meeting would 
build on th~ work of the Treasury Child Care Working Group, run by Secretary Rubin. 

National Child Support Case Registry: HHS is almost ready to put in place a new national 
database ofchild support cases, called it Federal Case Registry. This database will make it easier 
to locate d~dbeat parents) especially if they have moved to a different state; HHS will check the 
Registry daily against an existing database of new employees; when it finds a match, it ~iU 1(\~ot 
report the information to the state, which then will arrange to garnish the wages of the delinquent ~l 
parent. The registry was proposed by the President in 1994 and cnacted as part of the 1996 
welfare refonn law. States will begin to submit their case data to HHS on October I; HHS 
expects to have 30 states in its system by the end of October and 40 states by the end of the year. 
We could unveil the new registry anytime in October. 

Work Participation Rates and Other Statistics: In late October, the President could visit a 
welfare~to~work program and announce (1) new state work participation rates, showing that 
almost ail states are meeting the welfare law's single-parent requirements, but some are failing to 
meet the law's separate two·paren1 requirement; (2) new caseload data showing continuing 

: 
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declines; and (3) new data on the number ofpeople who were on welfare in 1997 and working in 
March 1998. 

Tobacco 

OSHA Rule: The President could sign an Executive Order directing OSHA to issue within one 
year a standard establishing a smoke~free workplace for all private sector employees. OSHA has 
been working ~ince 1991 on a standard regulating.all indoor air pollutants (including but not 
limited to environmental tobacco smoke), but is years away from completing tbe standard, 
principally because there is scanty scientific evidence to justify the regulation ofcertain non-ETS 
pollutants. If the President ordered a separate stnndard only on ETS, OSHA believes it could 
complete the work \'vithin n year. The resulting standard v.'Ould be similar to the August 1997 
Executive Order banning smoking in federal buildings, 

Counteradvt:t1ising: In an event focusing on counteradvertising, the President could direct HHS 
to: (1) designate the CDCls Media Campaign Resouree Center as a National Clearinghouse on 
Tobacco Counteradvertising:~ (2) collect and disseminate a package of the top~1 0 advertisements 
for preventing youth smoking. and make these available to states and organi7.ations for television . . 
placement free ofcharge;,and (3) make effective anti-tobacco curriculum available to every 
school. Supennodc1 Christy Turlington and the musical group "Boyz II Meo" have made PSAs 
that would be among the top-10 package) and we could invite them to participate in the evcnt. 

Department of Defense Anti-Tobacco Plan: The President could help unveil the DOD's new 
c;::omprehensive' anti~tobacco plan, This plan includes: health plan coverage ofover~the-counter 
nicotine replacement thcrapies; an extensive counteradvel1ising campaign; and the incorporation 
of anti· tobacco messages into military education and training programs, The total cost is about 
$60 million. Thc Secrctary of Defense andlor Chainnan of the Joint Chiefs of Slllff could join 
the President. ' 

Food s.rely 

Salmonella and Research: The President could 'annqunce a preliminary USDA study showing 
that salmonella risks have declined by almost 50 percent in chicken and almost 40 percent in 
swine, largely qecause of the HACCP program. At the same time, he could participate in a kind 
ofushQW and teU" event demonstrating the importance ofresearch to food safety, showing for 
example how federal research has Jed to technologies dramatically reducing salmonella in 
chicken and e--coli in cov."S. 

Amcricorps lOO,OOOth Member Event: eNS is planning national service events in Washington 
and around the country on October 23 to celebrate the swearing~in of the JOO,OOOth Americorp 
member. At thik event (or at some other time). the President also could announce: (1) new grants 

c. ,,. , 
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to support 50.0-1000 Americorps Promise Fello\\'Ships to support the goals set at the Presidents' 

Summit; (2) the recipients of the President's Service Awards, the nation's highest vOlunteer 

service award; and (3) the recipients of the President's Student Service Awards, 


,Commynity Empowerment 
I . 

Individual Development Accounts: The President may have an opportunity to sign a bill to 
provide funds for IDAs, which the President has supported since 1992. At the bill signing, the 
President could announce that he is sending a letter to the bank regulators asking that IDA 
accounts count towards a financial institution's eRA requirements. 

I 




EXECUTNE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MAj\jAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASH:NOTON D.C. 20503 

FcbruJlfY 20, 1997 

NOTE FOR RAHM EMANUEL 

. FROM: Nancy-Ann Min ~~ 

SUBJECT: Florida "Ilcallhy Kids" Program 

I've attached more information about Florida's "Healthy Kids" initiative. through which lov.:. 

income kids in grades K-12 arc allowed to purchase subsidized health coverage insurance. Th!: 
article indicates that this program is funded partly through slate gcneraLrcvcnue funds (25%). 
partly through locuJ lind county budgets (400A.), and partly through 1lll11ilics' premium payments 
(35%). Florid.:t Vlc'''S the program as a hridge between Medicaid and employer-sponsored 
cavern!;\!. 

Interestingly, this pkce quotes a survey of participants in the "Healthy Kids" initiative as 
saying that they preferred sub:dized health coverage (0 a tax credit ror families who purchf.5C 
health coverag\." 

I believe HI-IS i~; working lei put together murc information about FJorida)s program as well lJS 

some of the others we discussed, bUll thought this might be useful to gel us sturtcd in thinkir.g 
about whether this program might be it good one for the President to highlight as a ~;tate~ 
spons0fed eiTort to cover more children that would be pushed forward by our FY 1998 ,.state 
partnership" grants. 

Br;.i&,R§idJ 
Chris Jennings , 

http:purchf.5C
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To: OFe /1.i1ff I 8!JOOfl: 1873117 froa: ED I'i.ckeo 

H11 P.DU08 Job-lOS 

.,. Wlt'dntsdny, February J9, 1997 

On behalf of the nation's attorneys general. Indiaoa prmecutlng attorney Michael Bames te:ltified Feb, 18 
Ij\at if pdney NW' W~ to place limit.; .:m "timely a.cce,!" to medical inf<mnlltion bylaw c::n(orcemenr bodies. "it 
would tliO$t certainly work to !he severe detriment of those who suffer the most from crime - the vtctlms." 

Looking ahead to technological advan~~. subcommittee Chainmm Robert Gellman. n privacy and 
jnfutmtuion policy COUSUlta.nl. inquired whether law enforcers would directly scan electronically throuj.h 
emergency room recoros, Dames said it wasn't a "realistic probability" in the near (uture, but objected to the idea 
Gellman raised ofbelng prohibitM from direct ER record access. 

-- Oellman nl~o asked the law enforcers whether access to codedlammymous medical records would be 
sufficient in their fraud investigatjon~. Gallagher responded lhat such limited records would only be heipful in 
certain situations, .~uch as " physician billing for servlces whEe out of rhe country, 

The Taw enrorcement community's staoce on cbe ;ssue is: at dear o<.Ids with filet of health CtR providers. 
The Americen Medical Association testified Feb. 18 tltat it believes exceptions 10 requiring patient consent to 
disclosure of medi\!al records must be "mir.imal and narrowly drawn." law enforcement entities. accot.Ung to 
AJviA. "shouM be (rlt\uirnd to J;now 'probable Ctll1ie' in establishing why mooicsJ reoord1l should be divulged 
without the plltient', con~en\.., and the pacticular information required !o meet the immediate law enforcement 
purpMl! sh¢\'~cl be 'pecJf1~!' 

The Am.riett,1\ Psychlttt...ie AS:JucitttlOJt tutified thllt poiice ttgencics ~ho!l1d be barrtd from nc.:ess: !o 
record<; withont p3(iert consent ~unle~!\ a court - foilowing a full arlversari.al hearing - w concluded that thr: law 
e:;forcement ;ntcresu outweigh the interests of the patient" APA also ~tated that medical records obtllin::d to 
investlgllte physicians must not be used "in any way" against patients, At the same lime," APA stated :hat pU';:icnts' 
~access to their record$: AAoubl not be absolute," 

SUBSIDIZliP PREMIUM ASSISTANCE fAVORED OVER TAX CREOIT BY FLORIDA'. WORKING POOl\, ac<ardlng 10 a 
survey of 115 low-income worldng famities condue!ed by the Florida HealthY Kids Corp" Iltl ('Ire:onhu~tion created 
in 1m with 3: mandat¢ from ,he srate legislature to ex.pand e"verag~ among non·Medicaid eligible unirt91.1red 
chlldren. 

Participants were randomly selected from a group of f;"ll)ijlie~ applying to the FIl)ridt "Healthy Kid," 
initiative • .l'I <;true-Adminlstered I\od funded program implement~d in 1992 that useS the purcbasing doUl of connt)' 
school districts to purchase managed C2f'e benditi for tow-income childr\\n erad'!!; K-12. 

Ack4d to choate between. ·'n progr.am (thAt) could provide helllth in:lI1rllncc at a gre4t1y fcdueed price liO 
that comprehensive coyerngo is affordable to familic::s·' (illd "a lax credit Or rc::duced income lax for families who 
pl1tci1ase heal!h insurance for their 1.':hildren," 90% said they prefer.ed subsidind premium a!l~i!ltance. 

,
The Plorh.la prognun hilS altrat.'ted interest among ~orne federal lawmak.ers, moSt notably Honse We':l~ & 

Means Democrats. Adminlmur!on official:> SHY that Presicen: Clinton's $750 mil. per year !<fate grant proposal fliT I./exp,mdlng coverasc among unln;;ured children could ailnw programs like Florida's to cover many more so-called .
"gap" kids, children whose working parcnrs m..u.:e too much money to qualify for Medicaid and whn also l;,lI.:k 
priville coverage. 

ACcotdil1g to Rose Naff. executive director of tht: Plorida Healthy Kids Ci):-p,. the program now has l1botH 
26,000 children enrolled in nine counties, Another 8.000 appiicarions are bein: processed nnw as tt n::sul: of last 
yeru"s expansion of Ihe program by the state legislature to another seven counties. Beyond those 16. an m::!ditioni'll 
12 collntle~ have e:4.pressed intere,o;t in particiPating, 

Whether more can be I\Ccommooaced depends: in part on funding level~ apptoved by th-tl logf,:latua, which 
wili t:Qn'letle (or 1m: 1997 session next m(Wh, The s!ate'~ budget proposal, Sllbmitted in J<:ItJuaty by Gov. lawton 

C f·D~C Reports. Inc" 1991. PhotOt!Opylng withQut permission is strictly prohjblted. See Page Ono. 

MutllpSo copy tate: $625 when maHed In the same flllv.tope with S1.395 'lUbscrfption. 
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WcdneJ;day. F('"bru~ry 19, 1997 , Health N~ws Dally ·3 . 
I 

Chiles (0), features a feqqesl for an addit:otlal $15,5 mil, in j:lcnera} revenues, acccrding to Naff. up from the $13 
mil. appro'~ted )lIst year. , 

III addition to general re;venue ,upp0rt (~bout 25% of premium com), CUndlng comel from local and 
community budgets (40%), amI participating familios' premiums. (35%). Premium subsidies ate availabJe for 
enrolie«l with inoromel'l up'to HIS%: or povertj', Naff stlld, with most [amilio!> paying ~at lea~t something'" - eVlln 
~nQminal amounts" from those With the mnst modest incomes of i4 fow dollars pr:r momh. The monthly payments 
help give low-income \\'Qrking families a concrete sen$t of ~the value u!tadl~d" to ihe- Coven1ge, IIhe said. 

Exper~ce of several :yem suggests that the Florida program sen'C$ l\!j "a bridge" to other coverage, Nafr 
sl<id, generally lIS ;l u-ano;i!jon from Medicaid to cmp;oyer,sj)ons<:lred coverallc-. In <xner cases, the. pmgTII.m covur; 
tllOse famifies who have lost private-seCTor coverage, and who may eventually qualIfy for Medicaid, As 2. re.~ul( of 
the program, the state's estimated penermtion rate amone: uninsured children !s: now about 50'%, 

\• 
~ the benefits p1<ckage i~ not Uli rich a~ that offered by Mtcli.caid, but represen.t~ a "very high,,,benefit5 

floo,n cl)vmng "welln~1l'tl rul (he wily th:{:ugh lnmsplanrs," Neff e.~plalncd. Costs perchUd to dare have been low, 
at aoout $50 per .month, Cj!racts - with a single plan - are for two years, with two one·year.oprl{)ns to renew, 

Further expan~jon of t!:e Florida mode! will be reKlized in 1998, when $3 mil. ill grant funding ft{"lm the 

Robert Wood Johnson PourniaUon will be awMded 10 anothef" seven states. Nmf, who also chairs the RWl 

~Healthy Kids Replicadol1 Project/ !'Jtld that 31 S':lltes have called to exptess imeresl in anendln.e a {oun

<latlon-;:ponsored meering in Dallas t1:;e week of Feb. 24 . 


. NIH GflANTS TO MANAGEO CAnE ORGJlNIZATlONS I~ lIEU.OF ACADEMIC MgDICA~ CENTERS rna, be a mQ<C 
effiCIent wa)' to suppor' clinical researt:h. Jeffrey Harris, Massachm:eU$ Generat Hospital, stlggts~etl at a recent 
conference to Bethesda, Maryl::nrl. "Health plans having tet:eived an NIH subsidy would then 5Ubcontra::t as 
tll!1:essary with an academic' mooic:>! center for certain ~el:el'ln;:h lI:~fVicel;," hll .x.p!Dlrterl. 

Using the e~amplc of re~earch 00 c:mgery v0re"" iuodl"lion for lowlted prost.ue cancer, HruTls srated: "It 
is a legitimate question ro ask whether 11.0 'NIH gram 10 an HM'O - !et'!; say one with 11 Medicare waivcr that ha~ 
"Ilpproprlately el~ly ImbjN:tl"; - or pos!lhly tI consortium of Mediatre HMOs, mlgln be capab-Ie of higher patient 
accrual than has been ubserVed in such Inals s.o far. I don't think it's far-fetched to ask wherher it corpo«l.te 

I , 

Man_gin" Edit!)t: Jnhr, Zalatnik 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGeT 

wASH!NGrON, D.C. 20503 

February 10, 1997 

NOTE FOR RAHM EMANUEL 

FROM: NANCY-ANN MIN ~ 

SUBJECT: IDEA FOR ANNOUNCEMENT OF IMMUNIZATION RATES 

This note will explain the message J left for you last week about my idea tor a possible 
PresjdcntiaE event concerning the success of the Childhood Immunization Initiative, which '.vas: 

" launched in 1993. I have just learned that the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
plans to announce new childhood immunization rales which show that the Nation has met the 
Prcsidenfs immunization goals in 1995~· ahead ofthc scheduled date of 1996. 

CDC Plans 10 Publish Good News 

CDC pIans to publish updated children's immunization rates in the February 28 issue of the 
Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (~MWR), a weekly CDC publication containing articles 
on public health information and disease surveillance. The updated figures \v111 contain 
estimated immunization rates for the full 1995 calendar year. and will show continued 
improvement in immunization rates. 

At this point, you are undoubtedly wondering (1) why would CDC announce news like this in 
something called the Morbidity and Mortality WeekJy Report'? (Good question, and the answer 
is, they always do it that way); and (2) why are we just nuw getting information about what 
happened in J9951 (Another good question; the answer is a long, mmoying story that has to do 
with unavoidable lags in data gathering). 

The good news is that estimates for the fourth quaner of 1995 will show !.mmuniz3tiQo rates met 
the Admjnistralion'. goals (Qr J996, (The goals ClIme from a report called Healthy People 2000 
that) believe was developed during the Bush Administration; specifically, they call for achieving 
a 90% immunization rate among two year-olds for most vaccinations against diseases like 
diphtheria, tetanus~ pertussis, measles, polio. and others, and 70% for Hepatitis B). 

Some Caveats ~pply 

Let me note tlh'O points in the «bad news" category just so you're aware of them. FirSt, these data 
reflect immunization rates among children born frorn fehruary 1992 to March 1994 -- all before 
implementation of the Vaccines For ChHdren program began in October, 1994. Therefore, some 
might say that the new rates show the program was never necessary in the first place; however, 



we can respond that the high immunization rates reflect the President's focus on immunizing 
children since he took office. No one can disagree that this has been a particular focus of the 
Administration; indeed, we have been critici7.ed for it. Second; the annual rate for immunization 
with the full series ofaU recommended immunizations (i,e., the percentage of two year-olds who 
have had all the immunizations. as opposed to the percentage who have had each individual 
immunization), remains steady at 75%. rather than rising. My response to that would be that 
immunization with the ful! series was not one of the 1996 goals; rather, HHS' goal is to raise this 
"series" immunization rate to 90% among two·year olds in 2000) and we are on track to do just 
that .. 

We Sho·uld Consider a White House Annouucement 

J think we should consider an event that "viU underscore the leadership of the President and the 
First Lady in th,)g area. 

, 

cc: Bruce Reed 
Don Baer I 
Ann Lewis, 

http:critici7.ed


THE WHITE: HOUSE 


WA$HINGiON 


MEMORANDUM 


February 7, 1997 


TO: Raom Emanuel 
Ann Lewis 

FROM: Chris Jel1ning~ 
SUBJECT: Health Care Events 

CC: Bruce Reed 
Gene Sperling 
Melannc V crvcer 
Elena Kagan 
Kathy Wallman 
Pauline Abernathy 

A$ you requested, following is a description of potential J)rcsidential t..'Vcnts on health care. 
Except for the event on home health quality, the scheduling ofthesc event;; have time constraints 
ovc(which we have little control. As a result, Yr"C should probably schedule these events quickly 
to maximize the President's ability to be involved, 

o Improving Home Care Quality 

Purpose: To highlight the Administration's commitment to assuring high quality 
Medicare home health services. Validation for the need for these new home health 
regulations will come from aging advocates. (e.g., AARP), non-profit health care 
providers (c.g" National Association of Home Care), and the Department of Health and 
Human Services, 

Statu~: The regulations described have been cleared and may be released at any time. 
One week>s notice win be needed to get appropriate validation from outside groups. 

8 Medicaid Anti~Gag Clarification 

Purpose: To underscore the PrcsidcnCs support of bipartisan legislation 10 ensure that 
all health plans do not restrict communication between health car providers and their 
patienl'). The PN$:idenl recently took action to clarify that uti Medicare beneficiaries have 
this protection, 

Status: lllC clarification is ready to go; its release shQuld not be delayed much beyond 
!ate February or the news value may be lost. (Already some Slates may be sending oul 
similar directives to their managed care contractors based on their ~cnse that this 
clarilication is coming), 



@) Fighting l'raud and Abuse 

PU[I'QSS: The Inspector General and the Department ofJustice has scheduled a major 
announcement on fraud and abuse enforcement activities in clinical labs. In particular, 
this even! could highlight Federal efforts to collect S500 million in overpayments. 
Combined with a series oflegislativc and regulatory initiatives. a strong even1 may be 
developed. (As you know, the public attributes rising health care costs to health care 
fraud and abuse). 

Status: Scheduled for release around February 25. 

o Charging the Quality Commission to Ucvclop a "Consumer Bill of Rights" 

Purpose: To make a formal announcement of the members of the Advisory Commission 
on Quality and Consumer Protection in the Health Care Industry and charge the Advisory 
Commission to develop a «health care consumer biB of rights," This Advisory 
Commission will have broad representation by: consumers, health care professionals, 
health care insurers, state and local government and experts on health care quality. This 
event will be well received by most health advocates and provider groups who arc 
concerned about managed care practices, but arc aIso starting to become concerned about 
"ri fle~sllOC' approaches to federal oversight of managed care. 

Status: Ready in early March. 

e Assuring care for women after a mastectomy (tentatively scheduled for the First Lady) 

Purpose: To demonstrate the President's support [or legislation to guarantee that lJ 

woman etln stay in the hospital for 48 hours after a mastectomy. Representative DeLauro, 
the bill's primary sponsor, will hold an event this week to collect petitions in support of 
her legislation. Thls event could be combined with an announcement by the Department 
of Health and Human Services, presented by Si.."Crctary Shalala at her Ways & Means 
hearing on Wednesday morning, to clarify that Medicare already provides this coverage to 
the over 50,000 elderly women who need it every year. (DHHS is ready to go with this), 

" Status: Tentatively scheduled for this Wcdn~sday in the East Room. 
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THE WHiTE HOUSE 

1-",·"11 
WASHINGTON 

January 5, 1997 . 
~-\<" 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRE !DENT ci:r~v<-",,·h..;? 

FROM: PHILCAPLA~ 
£)1' \,...., ........ 

HELEN HOWELL cO' I:t..-

SUBJECT: Recent Information Items 
i;>;"-'~  ,

pi"i_I< ,,\,,\\.4 

We are forwarding the following recent information items: 

Rob Fersh memo on after-school care initiative. Via Leon who says it is a great idea 
and possible proposal for your State of the Unio~.. Fersh suggests that the issue could ~ take offwith some strategic small investments, "an appropriate 'bully pulpit' sharing of-, 
model programs," rather than a large new federal program. He stresses the increased 
need for extended day care for children, especially given the strict work requirements of 
welfare reform. This care could be part of your "welfare to work" initiatives and would 
dovetail well With your literacy initiative. Fersh cites as an example, LA's BEST, a year-
round, after-school progranl for 4500 inner city elementary school children. The program 
has resulted in reduced crime and enhanced school performance. We have sent Fersh's 

~) 

memo to Bruce Reed 


Ickes Inaugural memos. 1) The planning and budget basically are on track: estimated 
revenues of$25.6 million for Gala, parade and 14 balls; total estimated revenues of$30.4 
million and total estimated expenses $35.7 million. As of January 2: 6,620 of the ~0,839 
Gala tickets sold; 9,700 of the 36,600 Parade tickets sold; approximately 30,000 of.the 
67,000 ball tickets sold. McAuliffe is confident ticket sales will meet projections. :-Oary 
Smith reports Gala is in better shape now at this point than four years ago. Debbie 
Willhite reports the parade and the mall events are in good shape with the exception of 
the "talkers" tent. 2) The Inaugural and Martin Luther King's birthday are on January 
20 this year. The Inaugural will pay tribute to Dr. King by staging a musical on Sunday, 
January 19 in one of the two tents ·on the Mall about Dr. King. The musical is by Maya 
Angelou, et aI., and opened in London several years ago. According to Ann Jortian, Mrs. 
King is delighted. 3) The PIC web site is WWW.lNAUGURAL97.COM. 

McCaffrey memo on· response to Administration's position on Arizona and 
California drug initiatives. There has been wide print and TV coverage, mostly focused 
on the impact on doctors who recommend or prescribe marijuana or other Schedule I 
drugs. Both the AMA and the California Medical Association support your call for 
research on marijuana's medical effectiveness. The General thinks that "it['s] essential 
that we remain prepared to reschedule marijuana as a Schedule II drug if the medical 
evidence supports a conclusion that the drug does have effective therapeutic uses." 

i 
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FILE No. 555 12/18 '96 13:12 ID;FRAC 

~ooo US~,~!!!! 
&. ACTION CENTER 

DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

lUl: 

For. whole varid.y of tt:asons. it makes senlC to elevate after school core., or the somewhat brooder 
ccntc:pt of ":K:hoo1 aged clUld care." r sense this issue tould take off with somo strategic: sOUIJI 
investments. rather than some large new federal program. With un appropriate "bully pulpit". 
sharing of model progl'lUll$, and enrollment of key puotic and private p"""""', there could be 
tremendous ruovrmebt on thi$lssue. 

Hcrc:'s why it makes sense IUId frts with the President's priontios; 

L 	 Thctc is incree.sc:d nec:d for extended day can:: for children, espcciaUy given welfare reform 
Md strict work requiremms. 

2. 	 Pfo\'iding this (;Me also should be integral 10 the President'S effort,: Q(l l'weJfan= to worku 

initiativeS', It is not only a matter ofhaving the private sector fmd jobs, These programs: 
"" pRparc youngste:rJ foc the world of work, Many ofthcm ore not job reody. 

3. 	 Afttr schOol care-would dovetail wonderfully with the Presidentls initiarivc on Uter'a£'y. it 
is on ideal time for mentors and volunteers to work with children. 

A&r S<hoo! prngramming""",,. Carla Sanger', progrom. LA', BEST, hn' been c:vnI""u:d 
o\'er nnd over again with Cmdings rnnging from reduced crime to eahanoed school 
pcrfonnl'WCC. Rcst:arcb on 0lhCr pJOgnttnS had stmilnr findings. 

, 
5. 	 After school pro~g can be k~ to reducing teen~llge pregnnncy, in 1lddition to 

providing a sllfe haven tor children and deterring crime and g~g involvement 

6. 	 Thite an; it variety ofpublic and privn.te partners and models: that ClW be encouraged. The 
Urban Lcngue, the Boy, and Girl, Clubs, th. yo" 4-H Club,..., "",U.s ,chool systems, 
recreation depanmenlS, housing authorities. nnd a varicfy of c.ommunity based 
orgMiUltions view this IlS n priority, 

The bonom line is thal this makes scn&c~-whether irs rOT safety. mc:ntoring. literacy, work 
prc:para1ion. child we, or compensating for whAt some families cannot provide on their own. The 
likely result i. much deeper eooununity involvement with these duldren., at the same time thot 

W~~hi))r.wlI. uJ.:' ZUllO') 
TI!-L' (.:!o::t) ')I-;r,·;;:tOO 
FAA: t202J Y}U,.Z:;:i.$ 
¢'Il;~iI: 11 >l()l)5U{fb 11!~j)'1~I'CLQ(~ 
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parents can be: given some help or (:Ven ineJud.ed in parenting progrl'UnC il$ well. I can 'c=e a wide 
variety ofpcopJe e;ndoBing OU'-fUlgins: from police. to ed.w::M.ion,lO community ~enr. to 

child tanl:, to busi.ncu. to literacy. to mentoring, to nutrition, CO pro-pnvato charity groups. 

I <OIlIIOt !clll"'" alilho pubbo polley el_proposals that should Ii< indudod. Wo ha.. go",," 
involved bc:callSC there is widespread agreement that fceding dUldteo is uiticalto 1hc .uccess of 
these P"'gt1III1lI" Food no< only dra", them in. but It contributes !O better pe<fonnanc.e and 
attentlveness. 

In !he food ..... there aro ..... ",IAlivcly low_ proposal, worth doing" The primuy PfOllJ'm 
utilized to IlloiI cIJildrm ouuido IIObooI boun i. the Child and Adul. Carc Food PmsrlllD (CACFP). 
Hero /ITO ..... ~ 011l1li,",: 

• 	 Tho RAgan co.. ofl9811imi!ed CACFP 10 children 12 and under. The age IlmiI should 
Ii< roitcd. pl<r",ably to 18. 

• 	 For sclwol, thllt _I to operaIc IlA<t ..bool or .ummer programming, they must apply 
~ W.and keep dllf_, book. from thole kepI r... School Lunch and Btoakf••t 
should allow than 10 cootdin.te the paperwork. 

• 	 Thete arc some: UMCc:easorily stricllic:ensing ~ that progttuns must mtet to 
qualify lIS 114 clUld care centall in cmfer to G¢l food mmhW'5emCnts. 

In addition to these 'hanges. I would 'UWsI on federal inler·agency ...k force Ii< crea.ed to 
~ the work of all r<dc<alas-l.. wiIh an in_••p........bly USDA. MRS. Education. \L 
Labor. 000. J ... tico, und perhap' others. A "",low should Ii< made ofoxisliing education. child 7 
..... cotnmllllity _lop_ and oIhp- funding..,..... to ... If promotion of IlA<t ochoal 
__can -.-~ Ih=. AdditioMI ......"kcd (possibly pilo. projcel or modo! program) 
I1IOIlCY should Ii< """"idcted. 

In addition. All the publie Md private playen; on this issue should be convened so that .successful 
moods eOD be identifted and cfi'a;:tivc grusrootJ &ll'8.tCgics can be promoted. This clearly is an 
initintive tbaI...b ""","unity should tailor '" its. 0'WIl needs. On... !hough. poople wli< sboold Ii< 
~with each othcrdo00' koow of their mutual int=slS" Hcightoncd Prcsidentiol ......... and 
at 1"""14 aprinJding ofmOllt)'. has a wuy ofgal.,mizing <OIIlJllUI1iti... 

I hopo you find !lUI of int:...l I thini< an initial. smaU gnthcring of some kex backm of !IUs 
<oncepI •• ,uth as Hugh Price. Mati.. Edalmllll, the CEO of Boys and Girls Clubs, ooc or mere 
,dn"atioo lcodo:B, mysolf and • few othcro (including a 81'''_ operator) .ouId r<:ally movothis 
initisIivc forwatd quickly. Also included might Ii< a corporation that altudy supports !IU' """""1" 
phiJonthmpically - pcrbopo lI!M,. Jcod« in .......on, or MOIlSlIDto, already deeply involved in !he 
Pmidcnt's ""'If.... to work initiati"" and • pomlll)' fundcr of tho lIrb... t...guc ,Iler sclwol 
initiative. 

http:cootdin.te
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TlHE NATliONAJL CAl'WAIGN TO PIRI~V;E:NT 
TEEN PlImGl\'ANCl( ,..\cd: .Ie.} ~~I 

2100 M STREET, N.W.. SUITE 500. WASHINGTON, I),C, 20(),n l':'Cl.:.,...--....,..- ~--
Isahel V, Sawillil Direct Dial: 202/857-0531 

President Fax: 202172X-0232 


January 29.1997 

.\11', Bmce R~~t:d 


As'Sistant to the President for 

Di1fne~li-: Poli\!y 


The While HOllse 

Tbe Old Execllfive Ofnl.:C Hllilding 
Room213 
Wnshing!(lll, UC :";050:, 

Dear BnK'c: 

The !'>!ulionul Cumpllign 10 Prevent Teen Prcgl:.ancy wiii cdenrate its fit:;! b,ilthday in lilt: Spring of 

1997, In thc~ c;!rly !))t>Oth;;, <Ill of U~ ha\'c worked hard to get the Camp:lign off the ground :md i1 is lime (0 


cdebralc oUfcffol1s and to make a clear statement 10 !he puhlic armu1 tht: impOIiancc PI' p~vcntjng teen 


pregnancy. 


Toward that end, we are planning a [oonal "l;tuncn" of the Campaign in cariy May and ask that )'(IU 

M1Vi; .Mny I and 1 fnr the C,amp,llij!n launch. Bttau:-,c May is '"Teen Pregnancy Prcvcnllrlll MOlllh," we h;~vl,; a 

spcd;t! oppommi!y to hi}:;! II vancty of events tbat will foclls the public's ~l11entjon on thls issue. Attached to Ihis 

letter is l! { .. 'ntatin' ~hl.:d!1lc flf ImlOch c,\,:;llis d:;signt:d to iT1\"olvc al! membC0> of the Carnp,~ign Bo;mi.md fOllr 

Tnsk Fort'es. In esscfl(':~, we plan a Board mct!ting the afternoon ill' rvJuy I fullowt,'d b} u cdchrutory dinner 

for nil members of the' Board and four Task Fornos. our Con~rL"Ssiolll.ll advisory pnncl, foundntinu 

supporlt'Y<\ nnd fricndt We pJan (0 invitl..; II high.pmfilc speaker and will honor several groups and indi\'id~ttLis 

whose work emh()die~ 1.',anOlls Campaign themes. The next dllY we will huld a puhlic rorum spnnsnn:d hy our 

Omgre3}iional ;,dvimry pallet This fomm will he followed by a press conference. 


_?wwz/A1'l',y{ IU: maylknow, fml n ,Lyn n·Hogan. :weye ry, much. want, to in vo Ivt! .tne;\Vhite, Hou:.c, in, lhe. bu nch ,.,One 
~ -~.-~--- -.~
option'Wollld:bc.\ n~ception lor:oUr:B6anl:md;rask'Forces:the'aftemoon uf:May;l'. Another optiun would be for 

(h>.: Presid:;m, First t~t(JyorViCi?Pi:C;;iileni't() speaK-at our uinner.t.il1':May:I7"1:lhink t!lj!- j~ il g.rcill uppol1tmily 10 

}iho....,casc the Pn:sidcnt's commitment to prc\'cllIing teen pregnancy and his role in ~timulatiltg this private ~eCI(}r 


c!rort. 
 1 

I'k:ase let nw know what we can 1.10 to wurk wilh you on thL... dfml. If you: .".;.:h,:dule l'h.:lll1lis. r d like 10 

brief you further on OUl' ptan and gel your thoughts and advice. 


With best wbhes, 
I, 

, ....
." . :. > Sincerely, '; 


., " 


.. - t 

,.<: ': •.'.··1·1~., 

isabel V. Sawhill 

http:Con~rL"Ssiolll.ll
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THE NATIONAL CAMPAIGN TO PREVENT 

TEEN PREGNANCY 


2100 M STREET, N.W.. SUITE 500, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20037 


National Campaign Launch 

Tentative Agenda 


May, J997: Teen Pregnancy Prevention Monlll 

THURSDAY, MAY 1 

• Board of Directors Meeting 12:00·4:00 p.m, 

• Celebratory Dinner 6:00~9:00 p.m. 
A promi/lent speaker will be invited to (lddrcss the Campaign's Board of Directors, Task Force 
members, sJlPport~rs. and honorees. The Campaign will recognize outstanding work and 
innovation. in WlT/'pUS areas that embody ke,v Ca.mpaign themes. 

fRIDAY. MAY 2 , 

• Possible Forum on Teen Pregnancy Prevention, Capitol Hill 10:00 a.m.-12 p.m. 
This/arum will explore W/fa! works and why. Speakers nUl,V include Members a/Congress: 
prac[{rioners/rom lhefield,' and focal (eens, Forum is open to the press. 

• Possible Press Conference, Capitol Hill t2:00~1!OO p.m. 
CUIII[JlIigll leadership lrill be joined hy Members ofCongress (rt'I1UIli\'e) and community le!ulers 
to talk about feen preglUt1Ic." prevention to (he press. 

SATURDAY. Mil,Y 3 !tentative] 

• "Town Me.eling" at Black Entereainment Television Time TBA 
Localteells, (J celebrity host. and issue e.tperts will discuss feen pregnancy prevelllion during a 
live. lwtiOfwt(v~If!levised TOlm IHeeting hosted by Black Elllertainmem Television (BET). This 
kick.. olfBET'J ,reek o/feel! pre~nancy preremiol! programming (In "Teen Summit," BET's daily 
slwwjor UJens, [Board and Task Force members are welcome at this town meeting, but attendance 
is optional. J 

1/2W97 



Memo~ 	 Jan. '1.7, llJWT 

1 

, To: flnlCP. RP.ed 
Fr: WIl! Mar8hall 
Re; CommuniLy EJHIJUWtU'llHHJL 

" :l, 
1 thinit it'o cruci(.l;l that the PrcGidcnt-lt\Clud{dn~hia"SOTU~nddross·ajpoinwd 

chnllonSG to Congress to join him ina"mil,jor push to raduceinn;rcity powny. H\t 
should presont this Qll the logical ('Ontinu~Uon of 11 stQP~by~stcp strategy for 
radically rqtnshioning U.S. IiOcial policy. As we replace woifarf.1 with H wot'k~hJiflerl 
system, we a)AA nef'!d A OflW Rpproscn t,o the citiefl. that empha~izesJob creation. 
entrepre~eurshlp and clvic inltia.tive. 

Herc's the case for making oommu~ity empowarmtmi. -- u :tLrat.ci(Y fur 
uLlackiuj( iUlle!' city po-verLy with new weaponB a contral theme not only of then 

speech but of the second term. 

Fliat, tho Prcaidcnt will only build ~ legacy of historic proportions by 
tnckllng big challenges and taking risks. Amorica's biggast nnd most intractable 
social dilemmas -- the isolation and concentration of the minority poor and racial 

I 	 inequality converge in the innqr citios. What's n~d~d is a ret\l plan fbr moving
1 	

u 

the underclass toward the middle class. ;I 
I l'ieeond, a new commUnity empowerment Initiative would build on the 

Adminlatratlon's flrst-term efforts to replace top-down urbuu vro~rwn:i wiLh 
bottom-~p ~rfur~~ Lu reviLulit.tl clUe:; "rron~ the insIde out." Third, it would ~how 
that New Th;tmOCl'ats want to replace hanqout~ with 1'Oo.i opportunitiea to work, 
et1ve,'buiJd '(l.3"e~ and achieve econcmic mobility, (That draws the crudulI 
distinction between 1,.13 and Republicons who arc muinly interested in cutting coata I, 	 and oostigo.tlng the undesorving poor. ) F~ut"th. it would ahift tho rilcial debQt<i 
from' intracta.blo diVisions over preferenceS to nctione that bNak down th~ bllrriQra 
betwe$n isolaf..)d urban minoritios and the mainstronm. -- actions that can win 
broad support because they focus on buitd,ing capacitie!l '\ltd reinforcing the right 
values -rather thl<ln subsidi'1lng dyst"IIt1(;tion $inti dependence. Fifth, it would 
preempt Slntl poru-ihty coopt the "ampoworment conaervaUv6s" who are busy 
f••hinning their own lIl!enda for nghtlng poverty, 

Giv~n the inLuru~L of CoaL:;:, KelllP~ Watts. Talent and even Gingri(;h Ul 
applyiul{ l:apttaliiSL and volunteeriet l'omedies to the innel' city's iUs, there is ronl 
lN~nLial here fur building- a center-out coalition. Al:ao imagine tho Presidont (God 
Veep) hosting a summit inter this year with the Now Wavo meyors: Norquist, 
White, Guiliani, Schundler. etc., morket·oriontod thinkers Ukl) Micheal Port"r and 
community activlSW and CDC lOlldtou. It would offal' a chance to highlight the 
good neW6 coming out of urban Arnone!! ~hi1e ~nding a powerful ~igT'lRI that. 
Washington's approach to the dtiea is. drpnatiea.lly changing, 

I 

() r.... rr" 
vW"" \ 

ZAd t,Jdl~:G0 	tlG,Gr 1112" '::l-ci 
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Hero tir .. soma thoughts about possible eloments In a comprehensive 
community empowerment strategy; 

, 
+ Target the new charter schools money at railing urban school systems, a 

move that might blunt the conservative drive toward vouchers. Also, preea for 
more rigorous testing of public school teachers as well as alternative oortlll""Uon 
to 'allow talented people in . 

• Link full funding ror the 100,000 lor 125,000) cops to agreement by 
localitiea to adopt community policing strategies. 

) 

• 
• Include the President's $2' biUlon i'brownfield." initiative to speed 

commercial development of vacant urban 'buildings and spaces. 

In "Building the Bridge," we outlln~d a three-part strategy for helping citi"" 
help themselves, 

I 
! 1) Connect the inner cities to markets. The President should say it i. time 

to stop expanding social programs that m1.:rely reshuffie wealth and Instead 
pursue a market-h"wd strategy for creating wealth in ~he inner city. The key is 
to use federal resourCel! to kworage pl'lvata investment in housing and businessesI in low-income communities. Obviously empowerment zoneS and community bank$ 
fit as well. 

2) Replace welfare with new empowerment policies that buttress ,tho new ! , 	 emphaSis on economic development: a co'1ipetitive job placement and support., 
,; 	 system, lDAs to encourage personal saving and Wiset~buHdlng, microenterpriae to 

promote self,employment and entrepreneurial values, I 
3) Shift control over decisions and resourcCll from central bureaucracies and:1 

professlonaiservice providers to community groups and individual citizens. The 
President should tout the emergence of the community dovelopment corporations 
and their support network$ as an alternate means for channeling federal aid to 

, 	 needy oommunities. He should nnM\lnce~ now efforts to promoLe tenant 
· 	 management of public housing. And he should also give at lesst a rhetorical boost · 

to tbe vital role that charitable and religious institutions (especially tbe black 
churches) must play in doveloping their cOmmuniti". assets and changing poopl"'" :j , lives, 	 .n 

i· ~ 
• 	 There'. more detail in the book. The main point is, there's a real 

opportunity to reinforce promising trends, in the cities with a now federal urban 
strategy ~hat centers on markots and community empowerment, This will answer 
critics on the left who assumo that compaSSion can only take the form of top
down welfare paternalism, while challenging conservative critics of welfare and' 
affirmative action to put something behind their rhetorical invocations of equal 
opportunity. ' 

·ON 3I'-(IHej 
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U.S. Depa~lm\,nt 01 Labor AssislSr.t Secretary fOf 
Smploymam: and Tralnlng: 

WashingtOn, D,C, 20210 


January :n. 1997 

NOTE FOR: 	 GENE SPERLING 

BRUCE REED 

MIKE SMITH 

KEN APFEL 

JOSH GOTBAUM 

ALICIA MUNNELL 


FROM: 	 TIM BARNICLE7i1 
"

SUBJECT: 	 Employment Councils 

In his January 28 press conference, the President mentioned that if every community 
In !he country set up an employment council like that in Kansas City, it would help very 
significantly in meeting the requirements of the welfare reform bill. (See .t"'chmen!.) 

The Kansas City Council mentioned by the President is a Private Industry Couneil 
established under the Job Training Partnership Act. W. have 640 of these busi!l(!$s-Ied 
councils in place that encompass every cornmunity in the countt~. Under this Adminisuation 
they have played a critical role in the key reforms we have initiated .... e.g., One~Stop. 
School-to-Work. etc. - and could do so again under welfare reform. 

Council membership includes 9,000 plus business volunteers as well as representatives 
of labor unions. schools and colleges. community-based organiutio", and other agencies. 
These couneils oversee the training and placement into jobs of welfare recipients. other low 
income adults and youth. and dislocated workers. They also playa significant oversight role 
for localities engaged in building One-Stop ear""r Center and School-to-Work systems. 

These employment councils have evolved since 1979. and many are outstanding. As 
with any nationwide infrastructure. the performance of councils is in some places at some 
times les. than great. but by and large. they do a very good job. A strong, organi:=!, and 
experienced priv.tf; sector role is eritical to the success of the Welfare-to-Work challenge. 
and I was particularly pl=ed to hear the President recognize these councils for the key role 
in moving people from welfare to work. 

AtOlobment 

ce: 	 Cynthia Metzler 

KillY Higg;", 
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~anuary 28, 1991 

PRESS CONFERENCE OF tHE P~EStD&NT 

~t30 P.M. EST 

THE WRITE flOUS!; 

Office of the ~rass Secretary 


for l::mediat.a 	Release January 28 1 In'i 
PRESS CONPER£NCE or T8£ pRtSIOENT 

Ea5~ Room 

2::30 P.t!. EST 

THE PRESIDENT: Cood af~crnoon. pleasQ be &eated. 
Before I ~.ke your quest.ions, I vould like to make a brief statement 
about tho balenced budget that r will send to Congress 'ne~t week. 

~his budget show. that ~~ can me~t tvo of our ~8t 
erucial na~ional priorities at the same ti~. It proves ~e can 
protect our children trom a future burden by reckless debt evaA as we 
give them the educational opportunitiea they ne@d to make the most o~ 
th$ 21.t century. 

The budget finally moves us beyond tho false choices 
that havQ held us baek for too 10n9 and shows that we can cut our 
d~bt a~d invest in our children. Tho budgQt will h~lp to renew our 
public schools. tt will eXpand Hea4 Start, help rebuild crumblinq 
cla&;ro~;. It will do~blo fundinq tor public charter schoole, 
giving paronts ~ore ~hoicc in how they edueate th.ir ehildron. It. 
will ineroo.e fundin~ for Goals 2000 by 26 parcent. And it will help 
our students to reach high standard, and mAster the basics of 
reading. writing. math and scieneo. 

It. will also enable us to connect our schools and our 
libraries to tho Information Suparhiqhvay. The budqet mo._ than 
doubl•• our irweat.tr,ent in tachnology 'to hOQk our chil(l:r:en up to 
comput$rs And the Inteznet ~nd it inereaSe3 by on.-third our 
lnvoatmont in partner$hips with teachers and inau&tries to devclo~ 
quality educational programming and technology. In short. the hudget
will connect our ~hildren ~o the beAt edueationa~ teehnolQgy in the 
world.. ' 

tt 'will also open the doors of col1ege education wider 
than ev.r before. 1'd li~Q to teke a Ddnute now simply to outline 

1 
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about ~h. entire process1 

THE pRESIDENT: WBll, bo onGve~ your first quoGtion. I'm 
going to take Bob 001e"8 advioe CCQ6ua. that's a decision fox the 
Attorhay General to ~.ke. And to an~r your Gccond question, yes # 

healthy skepticism is ",ar~.anted_ eut keep in mind l I would oay to 
the axoptic8 i the vast majority -- indeed, a hu~e percentAge, WAYt 
way over gO percent -- I don't know whet it would be -- the vast, 
majority of, the =oncy that va••aieed by both the Dezocrate and the 
Republicans waa raised by -- in a perfectly lawtul fashioft~ 
completely consistent v~th ~he requirement~ ot tho law. The VAst 
majority of the people vho 9DVO money to both the De~ocrat8 and the 
Republicans were people who believed passionately in th$ course that 
those two parties were pursuing .nd the candidat~s and ~hat they vere 
trying to do, and tc their HOUGe eo~~itte•• and thoir Senate 
c01llW.ittees. 

The p~Qblem i8 that the ~&rgins creat& 9reat problems
beC4USQ of the ehear volume of mo~ey·that is beinq raised tOday. As 
I 8aid betore~ it's too much money. tokes too much time to raise, 
raises tOO many que3tions. And the cynioism is vell -- and the 
skepticism is ~ell-founded. If it becomDs cynicism then it removes 
the incbntive on the part of the Congress to pass campaign finom::e 
refe~ ~ocau$e cynics ~ill say it ~on·t make any ditferenee anyway~ 

If you look at the pzest'H\t: ce,rr.pe.iqn laws, I think you 
can mak~ a compelling ease. I have net heard this point made, but I 
believe' it to be teu!? r believe ...hen thetis +"etQ+"truJ arose out of the 
~aterqate thing back in the mid '70G, I think thQy worked pretty wal1 
for 4evetal years. I boliQVO they elevated ~he reputation of 
pOlities and I think the retQrnw worked pretty well. 

What hcppened is, no systam i~ A world chanqinq like 
QU.S ean bb maintained indetinitelYt because the o¢onomy change. and 
particularly __ look At how your WQ+"k has chafiged. When you travel 
with mer you carry these little computers arouno and you run these 
pie~uroa up on computers and you aend them from the plane aomewhere 
else. 1 mean, just ~h~nk of all the thing_ ~h.t have chsnqed. ~hia 
sy't~m h•• not beon fixed in over 20 yoars. During that 20 years,
there ho, been an explosion in ways of cawruJni~otin9 with people, anQ 
an exponontial increase in the C01>t of cOlMLunicatinq, ArId it system
which I would ergue to you really worked pretty vell, after it was 
passed ih '7. and go1ng forward hns o$en overtaken by events. 

So, cynical, no; healthy akepticis~, you bet. We should 
alwaye Po ekeptiCal. But we n••d to changb the sy&tem. It'hi ''lot to 
be -- it'. just, outdated. 

o Mr. President, what specific meehenisms do you plan 
on vorking with the private sector in terms of creating mo~e welfare 
jObS for people who are on welfare? 

THE PRESIDENT: p~1~rlly two. One, I ~il1 ofter a 
~pee1.1 tax incentive -- there vaG a atory about it today, I think in 
The New York Time$ -- a $p~cial tax inc.ntiv~. It ~ill be a 
50-percent er&dit for up to $10,000 a year in pay for people who are 
clearly. provably hired from welfare end put into new job~.· 

Secondly. we have given the states ~- and there was B 
.'t:ary • .t t.hink, in the Post today talkinq about. how 4. lot of the 
atatea are tryinq to push this down to the community level -- that#$ 
qood, that'& not bad, that's good~ as lon9 aw they qive t.he 
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e~niti~s tho mean9 they need. 

~he second thing La th.~ every community should know 
that the OlIIployoro 'in that. eomm',mity f" if they hire. people froD\ 
we~farft to vork, con got what UGad to bo the velt4~4 ohecK for At 
least e year to use as An employment and training oubnidy. Why? The 
welfare rolls have gone down $2.1 million in the last four ysar5;
it'. the bi9teot ~op Ln history. !'think 4 tair reading of it would 
say About half of this ~ccline eamo from an 1mproved economy; end 
about halt of it ~ame from intenoifi.d Gffo~ta to move people from 
welfare to work. N~, I don't havo any ceientifio division l but 
anyway; thero's soma divlQ~on there. 

The rest of the' people that are on wltUue nO'lo/' t by and 
l6r~et are ~eople who will be mo~e difficult to move from welfare to 
work and stay ~h~re. So I think we're going to have to give some 
incontiv8s~ But if i~ WOrKS and it every community in the country
would Bet up an ernplo~nt eouneil nn6 turn thi$ into a family and ~n 
employment pro~raru tiko Kan$as City. And all ernployero have those two 
incentives, t thi~k we'll be able to meet the requirements of this 
welfare reform bill in a way that will ba good fQr the people on 
welfare and qoo6 for their kids* 

Kethy. 
Q M~. President. ~he Chairman of the House W6yD and 

Means C.onunitte~ ov¥:r the •·..ekend la:i.d down lfame 1l'I4rkor& for ....hat he 
thinks would create chanee$ for your budqet to he alive on Arrival on 
tho Hill. On v.lta~e one of the tnings h~ mention~ was increAsed 
apend!n~ for logal irnmigre~ts, and he c~id he hop.d you wouldn't 
i~si8t on it. How do you deal wi~h that in your budget, and wlll you
continue to insist on it? 

THE PRES!DENT~ Let me $~Yt 1 like Mr. Arehcr very much 
and wm've had. good relationship, and I app.eci8te what he aaid 
~bout me meeting him halfw~y on Medicare. aut tnere hav~ been 
report. in the la~t couple of days about "Rop..blican gov,u:;nors with 
htqb immigrant populations coming back to th~ir Rep~bliean 
congre••ional le~ders and saying. please recon.ider this. 

MY budget will co~t&in fur.d~ and propose changes 
coasiotent with the promises I made when I sig~ed the we1far~ reform 
bill and when I carnp~igned to the American people on this iGs~o. I 
bellev9 that the hill is counterproductive in the way it tre~tQ 109a1 
~irantG, who through no fault of their o~n wind up in desperato
circumstAnces and in other way. that t think are not 900d for 
familiil. and ehild=eIt. .,' 

So I will propose some changes. And I hopo that when we 
get all through here -- again~ I hope this vill be treated ju~t like 
the budget issue -- I would ask our frienda on the Republioan side 
and the Demoorats who care as passionately about th1~ 4S I do to keep 
our powder dry# Let us make our CAse On the merit~~ Let them hear 
from the ~opugliean governQrs of ~lacQS like Tex~s And New York that 
h~ve tho&e hUi_ ~~9rant populatlonG of 900d people that are ffi4king 
great contributions ~o this country, that are W9rkih9 like crazy and 
~kin9 this a better place, and listen to the practical impact of the 
law that'. nov there on the imrniqrant population. And I'~ not sure 
we can't ~et aome ahong6s. I'm very hopeful that we can, and I'm 
goinq to give it ~y very best effort. 

Mr. President 

THE PRESIDENTt Walt a minute. I'll take 6 couplQ of 
~re. Just a mtnuto. 

" 
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January 13. 1997 

Rahm (456·6703) -

Attached is OW' proposed outline of FMLA activities. Please call either of us with commenls: 

Jennifer O'Connor (219-6197. ext. '174) 
Sally Sachar (219-6197. ext. 142) 
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FAMILY & MEDICAL LEAVE ACT ACTIVITIES 

January 13, 1997 


The fallowing is a series of "products" related to the Family and Medical Leave Act that we can 
launch in the next yeat. 

There are three obvious dateS off which to pivot: 

February 5, 1997: 4 year anniversary of the date the Pre,ident signed FMLA into law. 
April 30, 1997: I year anniversary of the date of the Commission on Leave's Report to 

Congress on Family and Medical Leave Policies, "AWorkable Balance." 
August 5, 1997: 4 year anniversary of the effective date of FMLA. 

For the most part, the dales assigned each "product" are flexible; they can be rolled oul in various 
orders in various roonthli. Each potential event could include Pre.<;idential participation or 
Secretarial pmticipalion or both. 

UEUVERABLES . 

Janu3Q' 21, 1m (already sclJeduled); A Child's Wish 
-CBS will air "A Child's Wish" on stations across the country. "A Child's Wish" i. a made-for 
television movie starring John Riner. Tess Hatper and Anna K1omsky. and includes a cameo 
appearance by the President. The fUm is based on the IIUe storie. of Dixie Yendell and Melissa 
Weaver (merged for the movie into one child). Dixie and Melissa were two young children whn 
died ofcancer, bul whose families were able to spend 'more time with their critically ill daughters 
beCausc of the FMLA. The President met both of the families. When Kenny Weaver (Melissa'. 
fath.r) met the President at the White House, he sDid, "Ifyou ever wonder that your being 
P~sjdent means something. please know how much you have.affected my life." , . 

, 

JunuOQ' 21.1297 •• Ioll Free Phone Numb!:[ (tentatively scheduled): DOL Toll Free 
Nwnber for Information on FMLA. Following" A Child's Wish," CBS will air a 15 second public 
service announcement of an 800 number (1-1lOO-959-FMLA) which the public can call to access 

, 	 information about the FMLA. The toll free number will be available January 2 L The hotline will 
assist members of the publ.1c in determining what their rights are under the Act and how to 
proceed if their rights are being violated. 

El:lmniQ' 5, 1297: 

state of tbe Union. Currently, the State of the Union address is scheduIed to coincide 
with the four year anniversary of the date the President signed the Family and Medical 
Leave Act into law. Assuming the Administration decides to go forward with legislation 
to expand FMLA' the President could annouce his plan at the State of the Union. The 
President could note this anniversary in the speech and announce his plan to expand the 
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Act with a message along the lines of "Four years ago today, I signed in., law the Family 
and Medical Leave Act which bas enabled many Americans ., care for a newborn or 
adopted child or sick relative without fear of losing their jOb. I think we can and should 
do more to protect the jobs ofAmericans who are taking responsibility for their 
families. That is why roday I am submitting to you the next generation of this Act - the 
Family Family Worlql1ace Act of 1997 - which will make it possible fur even more 
working men and wonten to avail themselves of family leave," 

'.. 
£Pulle Servi£l' WWDC!l!!!eOt. To amplify the Stare of the Union Announcement, we 
could kick off a PSA effort on February 5 around the toll-free phone number. Like the 
Labor Department's orchestrated with minimum wage, pensions, and the "No Sweat" 
sweatshop eradication initiative. we could release a print and/or radio PSA on the FMLA 
.,11 free number. See a!1lu:bed examples of PSAs developed by the Department. Our 
exporienee is that these are picked op heavily by local outlets and millions of individuals 
can be reached at virtually no cost. For exampl~ in only a few month period, our f'No 
Sweat" print and radio PSA appeared in 688 print outlets in 29 "ates with a combined 
circulation of 43.5 milJion. and the radio PSA was aired by oVer 600 stations in 48 states 
with. combined listenership of 14 million, totaling more than 50 million "bits." 

April &. June 1997: Reports on mI.A Usage and Impact on Businesses! Quarterly W81l!' Ilk 
Hour R".POrts, The Department could produce and release two different. reports analyzing data 
on FMLA. In addition, we could futther promote the Wage and Hour Quarterly reports. 

R".POrt 00 EmpIQl'er Uial:< presenting new BIIal~~ gf data (rom tbe April. 1926 
CommisgOD teIlQrt. The Dept. of Labor's Office of the Chief Economist could release a 
new empirical analysis of the data that were releated last April by the Commission on 
Family and Medical Leave. This analysis would examine tbe impact and cost of 
implementing the FMLA by business size, with particular attention to the policy debate on 

• exteiuling FMLA to smaller businesses. The paper would also look at the combination of 
! family characteristics and employment cirnumsrances that result in higher usage of FMLA.I 

\, 	 Finally, it would identify the f""tors that pnediet which firms are most likely to offer family 
leave benefits thet are more generous than tbose requited under FMLA.I. 
Composite Repprt Inoorpornlina Studies frum Qthee QrglIDizalilma. Tbe Office of 
the Chief Economist could fetease a ''white paper' (similar to our Fashion Industry, Health 

. Care Costs, Minunl!m Wage and Productivity Studies) that reviews and synthesizes new, 
research from organizations such as the Conference Board. the Work and Families 
Institute. Catalyst, and Work/Family Directions regarding FMLA and other aspects of 
family friendly policies. As p .... of this report, we would include updated indicators of the 
·usage of FMlA since 1996. as well as recent surveys on employee and employer attitudes 
on the impcrtance of family leave to their families and businesses. 

Au1lJlll13. 1m: }'amlly DJly; I.'Jrsl Surulay In AuIlJlllI, Coincident with the anniversary of the 
FMLA effective date, the President could establish the first Sunday in August as "Family Day." 
As ''Mother's Day" and "Father·s Day" - designated by prior Presidents -- celebrate mothers and 
fathers, "Family Day" would celebrate families and the importance of policies and strategies
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such as FMLA - that enable individuals to bettef balance worlc and family. The notion of naming 
the first Sunday in August "Family Day" could be llIll1ouru:e<i in • radio address that weekend. or 
at the Vice President's annual family coruerence in late July. 

September 1m; Announcement of Internet Sit~ ProyIdinl Asslalllncc on Pt<Wsions of tb. 
EMLA. The Department of Labor is beginning to duvelop an on-line service called, 
"Employment Law Assistance for Worlccrs and Small Business" where individuals can go to the 
DOL Internet site, plug in certain personal <lI' company information, and determine whether they 
are covered by a specific laber law. They could also obtain wOI'ffiation on what their rigbts or 
responsibiUties ore undur thallaw. We intend to establish such a site for FMLA. When the 
,",ction on FMLA is operational, the Prc.iden~ Vice President, or Laber Secretory could 
announce its availability, and this could be included in :mother print PSA campaign. 

lkl!>bcr 1m; The President HOlIll<S WlNkintMlllher Magazine', TOJ! 100 Co!ru>auleslilr 
Working Motbe .... Every October, Working Mother magazine honors the top 100 companies 
for working mothers. The list known as the -Working Mother tOO" includes firms t~ according 
to the magazine... are role models for American busjness. creat:ing WOrkplaces thai offer 
employees beth the opportunity to advance in their careers and to have a good family life." 
Utilizing a COl'l$umer Reports style rating system. the fU1llS are evaluated according to several 
criteria including famity leave - FMLA and beyond. See attached sample from the October, 1995 
release. The President could invite to the White House CEOs from the companies honored by the 
magazine and also announoe at the same time the fuU list of 100. 

Cm:porale P!edp. As part of the abcv. event, or in addition to it, the Presideal could 
best • roundtable discussion with CEO, of model family friendly comporties 10 challenge 
other companies to adopt strategies to support employees as they balance work and 
famity. 

\ 
\ 

Or&anizing Kil. As pact of the abcve event, or in addition to it, the Department could 
prepare, and distribute a kil for employers. for workers. for human resources professionals 
and for union organizers to help members ofthe public in localities around the country 
continue the drumbeat. ' 

LEGISLATJYE QfTIONS 
Along with utilizing the above ideas to sustain an FMLA drumbeat, a strategy to expand coverage 
under tbe law present' anotber opportunity for the President to announce and promote famity
fiieodly policies. 

The threshold queStion is whether the President witt repropose his ''Family Friendly Workplace 
Aclof 1996." This proposal was senl to the Hill in Septembechu! was not introduced. II could 
be re-proposed in its cUfJ'"Cnt fonn, in which it adds to the enacted FMLA an additional 24 hours: 
per year for school activities and routine famity medical visits (including children and older 
parents) and also proposes Employee Choice Flex Time. Or it could he further ""panded 10 
include a reduction in the threshold size of a besiness that qaalifies for FMLA (from 50 employees 
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to 25 employees). This latter idea Willi discussed within the AdministratiOn last year but put on 
hold; as noted below. however, there is interest in it on the Hill, 

This week Representative Bill Clay, the ranking member on the House Corrunittee on Education 
and the Workfore<: introduced a bill thet includes the Administration'. !'MLA "24 hours ofleave" 
proposal from lllllt fall, with an additional amendment to denp the FMLA coverage threshold from 
50 to 25 employees. We estimate that the lowered threshold would make approximately 13 
million more workers eligible for FMLA~ increasing the number to around 80 million. 

Additionally, Representative Carolyn Maloney (D·NY) introduced a bill with the threshold 
reduction to 25 and with provisions allowing leave for routine medical appointments, for activities 
such as interviewing nursing homes for one's parent(s). and for additional school- related 
activities. And Senator Dodd has expressed his intentions to introduce a bill on January 21. 
1997, to lower the tbresbuld to 25 employees. It will not, however. be one of the bills in the 
Senate leadership's ten·bill priority package. 

As mentioned above, the President could make the PMLA wnendments a key priority within the 
State of the Union address - the timing of which coincides nearly perfectly with the anniversary 
of the bill signing for FMLA. The Administration would uced to decide whether to expand Jast 
year's FMLA proposal, and whether to continue to link it with Employee Choice·Flex Time. 
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anniversary of this list prompts 

oolcino back over the past decade, we find working mothers. The 

of companies responding to the family needs is truly remarkable. 

.could have imagined that IBM would set up a $50 

Or that Johnson & Johnson would have four a network of 

family child care homes to care for the. children of its erriolcM 

~rp;"ri,';;·tnAt NationsBank would set aside $25 million to help child care? 

;lJieSE'. b.'ciaIKthrolrghs are certainly cause for rejoicing. 

'" is'me ~-ilicreasing com~ to . alty expaneedthe li!;t,untiJ it roached 100 

on ths list \Nhen vve set out in 1986 in 1992 Now knOW!') as the W'OfOONG. 
to find fa:n,ily-friendly companies. we MOTH£R IOO:the fIrms'that make this fist 


: , arne up INith iust 30 rwms we be,!ieved are role models tor American bv$lnes~, 

" . '.' 
- wortny of recotrMt;on.1\f!d the ~ creating ..voriq:IIaces tNt offer emplcr,ecs 


and bcnt:lits offered by the o'nginal 30 beth the opportunity to advance in their 


pale 'Whefl COfttp<lre<i to these pr;:;Nided caree.s and to have a good f<lmll), He, 


.","' byths yea....., ~ Sorne beneks nO'VV On our 10th aMNersary, we make just 

~<;idered ",titer standard on this list- one change in the WORKING MO!HCR h". ",r"", m" eva!· 

.' ad~~f?~ aid, paJd patemity leave, sick- '. 100: We have decKtcd not to' ! for SpeC'lfl/;' C:'1t"y.h!vd 

child carc-. cNI~ care StJbsidies, sd'Iool·hcJ· work.family Coosuiting firms. Th(: ••,,,,,,1 bendvnal"ks. and 

way Programs and bat;kup (hild care that made the list il'l the ~m",,'" w:l~ devessed pay 

programs-Y/C(t! yet to he irM:oted. Worklfamily Directions,The 

Hundreds of employers nOlN actively Group and Bright 110'''''''''-: be)t salarie) In their industries, 

campaign for a CO\'eted spot on this tOS they. ac. g\!flcraffy krovvn ;)$ the best 

tee, deluging us with atgumcnts about ;ml»O)'." in town. wheH\~ it be SC 

...", they ~ be 00uded We gradu- . jornson Wax in Racine, WilKon$in, or 
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Hevvfett~rd in Silicon Valley. last yent' 

B! of ~ companies o.n cur list raised 

wages by all average of·tt pen::enL 

OPf'ORTUNmES TO ADVANCe, The 

gams here have, been. impressive. aj~ 

though :t IS the O'1e area where we had 

!loped to. see ev¢n more ptogrcss. In 

1986. IBM's senior management was a 
percent fc[1~e; today it i~ 18 percent. 

Proa.cr & Gamble had no woman offi

cers; today it has. !4 fe:Tlaie vice presi

cents. We had only one woman CEO; 

today we have tlrce-at Bayfront Med· 

ieal Hosptta!, Hanna Andersson and 

Riverside Methodist Hospit.a.ls. Two 

forms-Mattel. and Patagonia-have fe

male president~ 

CH!LD CARE: The companies en our 

Qriginal list were ahead of the curve-

four of the 30 provided on·sitc child 

care. On Qur ;99S h'st. 76 oife.- child care 

on-site or at a nearby 5ite. Beven have 

two o.r more oo-s}te cemers. Conccm~ 

never aooressed by ;:ompar.i~ I 0 yca~ 

ago--before- and after-school care. hoI;, , 
day cari. backup <arc, summer programs. 
, i 
sid.--c~ ou-e---art: c_ommonpwcc today 

among ~~GMOrHER IOO.And 

nearly a"fifth of the firms o.n. this roster 

have set vp special
, 

ocpeOOent care funds, 
earnarked !Or child and elder care pro

~ for their ~oyees, , 
OTHER FAMILY· fRIENDLY B€NEflT!;, 

In our first survey. in 195(', !'\One of the 

)0 companies had a lUI-time worWfami

Iy manager: ft:v,r had formal policies CJ:N

ering itemative work arrangements.The 

idea of abNing a new mother to ph.1se

back to war", Wi.1S foreign 10 1-tc rorpo~ 

rate culture of the mld-! ?80s. Programs 

s-u<h as job sharing and tcle(ornmuting 

are still ab~nt from most of the romp;;' 

nies ;1'1 thC Us. But they.are lPJWing 
more commonplace among !.he 

INGMOlHCR !00, "fhese- days. mustrial 

ants such as General Motors and 

ing behemoths such as Procter & 

allow employees to opt for a mel""o· 

hour :i£hcdule ta take cafe of a """"f-.Id 
This year's WQP.¥JNGM01H£R 100 

the product of a decade's VJ(.)!"th ofeffort 

in klentifying the best companies for 

'NOridng parents, TIie dynamics of tf-.e 

corTfdltioo continue to. bring reN (om

paflies onto the list Qyr seartll led us this 

year to I 7 new compar;teS. among them 

Amr,en. Fvst Ten~ Balk. ford Motor 

COOlpa."Iy. The Gallop Organization and 

5.¥a lee.We are ..'.so happy to 1M!kome 

back to. the nst Eastman Kodak, Hewlett

Packard and TRW Space & E!e:t.runics 

tt.'s ~ intetest to us that our list has be

times :n corporate kneri<a..ln the wake 

of reen£fnecring and w~despread layoffs, 

morale is at .a low ebb it" rn3ny campa" 

nies.. Scme that dedned to enter this yeN" 

told us as much. But WORK1NGH()THER 

100 companies sl,md as beacons of 

promise in a c:h.mging .....ood.Tl>ere is pal-

they are doing right by tilei, emolo;",,,, 

while boosting the bottorr: line at the 

same time.That is. pemaps, the mon re

markable change of all in the workJf3mi~ 

~!ution 0( the past 10 years.. ' 

Millon Moskowitz ~nd Carol Tmvnscrld. 

have c;ornpded our list (or !he past /0 

years. MosfwNiu is coauthor a{ the 

best-seT/in,; book Tne 100 Best 

Compa.')ies to Work, for in America. 

(Doubleday), 

http:Hospit.a.ls
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She Just 
Made You 

The Shirt 
OHNer 
Back 
Fashions change with the seasons but, lIl"Iforfut'lately, $OfIlG 

things seem to nevot go out of fashion. 

as yoe1'8 ago, tho country was shocked whon 146 ga/'1l1eOt 
workers diad needlessly in the Triangle: Shirtwaist Factocy fire 
in New York And just 6 months ago, 12 garment WOfkm's In a 
Monto. crutfomla, were found woridng under the same typo of 
rondHlons _. in unsafe, stavery1ke SW(IaI.Shops eaming tess 
than 70 cents an hOur. 

Consumers, lika you, can make a difference. You can ask questions about whore and how garmema aro 
made when you shop. You can ask if your retailer monitors garment manufacturers in order to avoid buying 
from r.weatshopa. And. you can choo$e not to buy sweatshop products. 

For a: list of "No Sweat" reiaUers and manufacturers who have 'agreed to 'help make sweatshops go out 
of fashion. wriio to Ha SWeet.. U.S. Department at l..abar.Washington. D.C. 20210, fax us.at (202) 
219--8140, Of visit otir web pag& at www.doI.govldollnoaweaUltm. ~AP$) 

Help End 

Swflatsh'1P CondlUons 

for American WorkerstNO 
Robert B. Reich. Secrolruyr SWEll'. u.s. Dopertmem Of Labor 

,/ 

/ 
, 

, 
,, 

•
!

" 

www.doI.govldollnoaweaUltm
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1\s of '3ef't<.'f\'\ber llqql $S.IS qn hour 

$4.2S C1(I hour 


• 
On OctQber 1st, 1995. over 4 million workers, many of whom 
are mommies and daddies, got a YleU-deserved raise - when 
!he federal minimum wage went up 50 cents an hour. On 
September 1, 1997, nearly 10 million workers wltl get another 
raise - when the federal minimum wage goes up an 
addillon$140 cents an how, 

IfY<lU eam the federal minimum wage, watch your paycheck 
f,o( this Increase. See your employer immediately if you have 
any quesllOO$. 

Or, contact the U.S. Department of labor's Wage and Hour 
Division - the number for your focal Wage and Hour offICe is 
in the Blue Pages of the telephone book. 
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Standardizing Child Safety Seats 

Saying Current {l)'!liJsion Can Be/JeaJJ1y, us. to Unveil New System 
ByWAIlIll':N-SIIO'fffl b..\ 
IV~hingl,"'fbtISlGfJlVm.., r" 

After nearly eight ~I'$ of de
bate, the OinlM ndminlstl'1tion 
pbns to W'IYeil a· uni~rul system 
next mrurth for installing dlild 
safety seats. • step designed to 
eliminate a frustming ~ 
for parents and _'\lUte that more 
cl!ildmt are ptriperly secured, 

Under -the plan, every seat 
would,be r~ed to fit in t'mY 
tar the same way-as early as next 
year in some models-thus elimi· 
nating the current misilma'lh of 
100 varietie:<l of child seats and 
myriad ins-lallation s)flil(>fns In 300 
difitrent ~ "chicles now 
on the market. Older thild seats 
would be able to ore the new 
authors. thOUJlb it isn'l dear 
whether older models of cars could 
be retrofitted with the new system> 

The- plan, which government 
and industry sources ~ld will be 
announced Dec. 14 by the National 
Highway Traffic Safrty Adminis
tration, would have broad lmplica
tions for the safety minIanb ~d 

.s:nan children, who. ofte~ ,are ~t 
nsk of death or &enoos It\lUfY In ~a~ at the 
pas..'>e~ger whides ~ui\e .they Ibottom<lMOf'tt'atthetop----tobold 
are efliwr tmrcsll1llned-ilcnher child safety seat:! firmly in 
in a child safety sn! nor seeured by 'Officials hope lhm would ~ 
a seat b«ll-{lr truprcperly 51:'
cured. 

NHTSA and other Dt'p;lttment 
of Transportation officials de
dined to comment. llrbc mll!il)ington post

Aboul80 percent of thechildrl1'n 
strapped into saidy seat.'1 arl' at 
Ii'*- beaUS(' ttmse ~at& at e im- FnlUAY, NO'VE·MBER.6,1998 

SuSEATS, "W.l.el I 

SFAThi.frnmA! 

properly conneded. atCI'Inii.ng to 
•NHTSA officiaJ.1. 

.officials hope attnivem.I symem 
wrmld not only ensure that aeats 
are properly seeured but abo en-
o:KInge greater tm of child seats.
:siooe 00 ~t of the clliIdrm 
who die in vehiclP. accidents e'ffTY 
yearAfen't ~ !nat an. About 
601Jr.hildren ~ than 5 yeatS 
old are ki1lP.d and moretban ro.OOO 
aieinjuIed In vtWcle~ every,..,. 

US. auto safety (lffk;i:W have 
tong despaired (Wet thtw. grim 
statistics. but they have been de
bating sin<:e 1990 ....hlth SJ*m. 
would provide the right combma
lion of safety, ease of use and low 
oos( In the meantime, both the
-CanadiaMMd the Eu:ropesnshave
mcmJ 'abe:a~ with their own ani- . 
~~ The.ttmiwnmPeirt 
ne;rt 1ll(Iflih would eud a croeral . 
rute.inaJdflg process that stirtedin 
June 1996. . 

Under a plan that eombines as
Peets (If the Canadian and Europe
an sysh.'1n9. the rear pas!IIE.'nger 
seatsofflI!WQnwouldhavethree

the beit-routingnigbtmart that h3$ 
foUcd so many parents in the 
past-trying to gu~ which seat 
bt-It goes through whkh loop in '" 
child safety seat tNt tmy not. after 

"The difficulty of 
installing these 
seats certainly has 

been a deterrent to 

using them," 

~o1N:6:~ 

all. be usable in a piIrtldlJat elf' or 

'1n the' past. ~'l'e tr'bde the 
~ tnstaIb:tion tX ti1i}f safety 

.... way too """"'''''''''' sUd 
Clrud< 1Iurley, """"""'" 1m the
Natiooal St!ety CoutriI. a ooaswooradroca<oy _ in W_ 
"PewIe neOO$ doctorate in beItdogy 
in order In g\!t tho8e seats in prqICI'" 

Iy." He """" that mmy """"" '"_""",_""'tok

while roshing' olf to work or fQ'ne 

«her~tn~ 
Putting the same anch:ln in the 

same place the same W3'f shoold 
""'" !he tooIuslon. ~ "' 
BOUl'OOS Wm1iar with the ~ 
new design. known as the L~H__ 

The l.m. Ilybnd """" wlII 

""""" • ~ 0/ dlild "''''' seatsm tim they can be ~ into 
or snapped ooto the new ~ 
Older seats would requirean ~ 
belt to attach the sorts to at \east tbe 
two lower a'IlI.'bors. While that wottJd 
~ be as 9CCUrc as u.<mg.an ~ 
ancl'Kns, ofJiciaJs bclie'IIe it wooId he 
frnteStC:nl.rethanmJSt seats ~ 
under the eumnt systm1. 

The 'IlttW anchoring system 5 e:J:. 

petted to appeiIIf orxt Y!2l' in can 
manttfactuted by GenualIis VoIks
_AGandby:rolma_oI
other ~. vehicles, ac
00t'ding to ~ and indusUy 
soo.rteS who dedined to speakon the 
~ 

Jnitia!ly it h ~ that rmny 
tmillies ~ dIlldren wiD buy an 
ad;Ipter bat to be used with dUld 
S<Ifety seats row in their posse!l!ioo 
or nll1'elltly available in stores.. Even
tuatty, the newer safety seats would 
replac:e thooe dd rrodels in the 

n.. ___ muld"".c 
add aboot $00 to the owran retail 
rost «a dtik1 te'IIt!'aint system. roost 
of it in the ('31'. acootding to ~ 

\N 
\ (!dirt


.:> rf'l 

""","""",' and _ """''''-

EvelltuaIJy. officials expect, this j 


hybrid """ • ""'" '" """"" !hewtW.idwide standard 
Clattnce OiUow, executive direc

tilf 0( the Ce:Itr.r [or AiM f1a!ely in I 

washiu,gtoo. aid the ;;:...,q....ia'lC 

plan isn't perkrt. "But we can't gct , 

~ up in the pmlysi.i of ~ j 


tiro... hi: said "We need to make I 

child sarety seats nne ~ ! 

with rom tba:n they 2re and Ililii is a I 

ste;lin~rigtlt~" 

. 

Joan ~ who SCfVCd as I 


NHTSA administrator under Presi
.dcnt.Cart.t;r- and now ~ !"..t~~llt of , 
Pu,Wc ~ a PUb?c m~, Io~ . 
bying stt:ouP m W~~ I 
"The ~ 0/ ~ "
seats um.mty ks& ~ a deterrml 

to usin,g them,- !he said. The H!J!' tJf 

the ~ IlfIclxK $}'Stem "is ill: 

_ pJd idea "'" roukI b.Ip P'" 

cnts" inst3.tI the !!eats m::Jf'e easily, 

Claybrook s:Ud. 


But sbe said the government aOO I ,
the auto industry need to do more. 
and to nab b.rill..m child safP.ly seats 
standanI. equipment in new vehicles. 
Bclh-in seats ~meam you wookln't I 
have to worry about miring aM 
~_""""_wlth""~ I 
or anchors." Claybrook saki. &lCh 

ge3t! are ~ in SOOle em soki 

by AS V_and~a"". 


http:inst3.tI
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Williams 
Says Board 
Will Give 
Him Power 

.DISfRJCf. FromA I 



, 
R.. '. : ,'. By'GtltALn ~, SEm' with an advertising and lobbying cam- Boosting Conftd~ 

~ sraJ, lhport<!'. oj THe WALL Snuun lOUR....u. .palgn and breakfasts tor thief executives. For those reasons, NOrth C"rolinai,n, 


""" CHARLOTtE, N.C. - North CarolIna For Its part. the weltare offlce provides clals acknowledge that the weltare-t{Ywi)rk 

~. . GOv.-Jim Hunt has a Simple goal for his big businesses in this booming cOUnty with a process eooId get t~ugher as time gOes on. 

~, welfare-reform experiment. "By the yeat pool 01 ready workers.' One Friday. a Perhaps the most important thing :he stale 


200i)1" he say~, "1 want every able-bOdied mvnth. the local' minority tham~r of has done to be ready is wshilt the focus of 

Q.) person to be b a jQb ()r in training" rommerce brings employers ami welfare its job counseling program away from 


That Is al~ 'an auda"cious gOO! for a I recipients together at II "joo:findlng long-term job training to brief and InteMI! 
~ stata thilt sUlH1as some 93,00\) (amHies on, day." " , wo~kplace-readilles.$ training. "We used to 
~ welfare, '1M Gov. Hunt's dream is that the The best guess Is that as many as 100 have people injOl;! training for five years," 
.... ' state's bUSiness community wUl'heJp him local companies have hired welfare rec!pi- 'says the state's Ms, BeaL Now, she says, 
~ " 'get'close: Ann to wdge from tbe scene here ' ents as a resuit One who foulld a Job ' "we are not job trainers; We llre gate' 
~ one reeen! morning, it Is at least going w through the, 'new netwo~ is Dtbra k~rs to the job-training system." 
~ try, '. Sanders, 34, a single mother of two, One rormer welfare reciPIent whO Is 
j... ! In a meetlr.g room al Charlotte's air· who had been on the welfare reUs tor 12 (Qllowil'tg that track is cathey' Pitts, a' 

, r--.-' port, some SO Charfotte-area employers of 'years. When North Caronna's new Work single mother of three in Ashe\111e who not 
'W aU ,~apt$ and Sife5 have gathered at a' First welfare reform went into effect, she iong ago was 'an public assistance and r "'t Wb~ fa.;r designed solely to mateh Ulem up went to a training session on job skills and living in a shelter with'hef children. Then 
~ wHll:weltare rt~ipients who want to get off , ?Ile on resume preparaUun, then Went to a" the Work ~t progtl:lm paid for her to go 

tbe~elfare rolls and Into jobs, - ' JOb day. __ through a fIVe-week tralo!ug course to 
'" :aboUt 100 welfare reejpients mill Sh~ was promptlj' hired as a sal~ clerk' beeomea certified nursingUsISl.anL Since" 
a~nd a senes or long', thin tables wllere at a. Tle ~store at the C~artlXte 2U1Xn't. October. she has been wtrting ata nursing
the !"employers pass out information .lind ~fter: starting as a part-tImer. she, went 1'Im!'!e, Now she planS to gel more ~rajnlng 
sign: people up for interviews, "Hopefully, .ull·tlme last November. Htr welfare and ' over time to be<Xmle.8 licensed nurse. 
I'm':golng to find a' job," says Wanda food·stamp benefits are beint sealed "Beint a Inursing assistant] itself has 
McQowell, a 3&·year-old mother 'whO has d~ll,. and her re!'t In government hOusing taught me a lot about llfe, ,. silt says. ' 
bee~ on welfare for 11 years. "Thts Is the Will nse a:s her m~me ~s up, but Ms. ' Emplo'yets here have found tbal the two 
first timeTve gotten serious about it." ~nde~ flgu,res she stli[ IS coming oot most vexIng problems in putting welfare 
SOOn she heads off for a private interview snead finanCIally., ' "recipients io. wOrk are day care and 
with Ii restaurant 0P.E!rator. All toki, ~me 30,000 weHare recipients i tr8.OSpQftat!on to the job site. "Child tare 

, Experiment in COOperation have '!loved off cash assistaru:e and Into Is usuallY the bIg problem," says Chery! 
. work, m ~ first 18 montllS of tne new Hosseini. a recruiter for Host Marrl\ltt 

"As this SCene suggests, North Carolina' North Carolina program. says Pheon Beal. 'Services which operates some 30 shops at 
·is in uv;' midst Of a great experiment in a state orflcial woo OVel'flHS Work First. the airpOrt. , ", 
pUblic-private' cooperadon, one' that is That has pushed North CaroIlna's welfare Host Marriott has lilred about' 20 Work 
about to be replicated across the land as roll d b than 159.
national welfare reform takes hold. In (act. s, own y more o. Firstparticlpants since lastsummer, outo! 
the Nmh Caroltna eJ:perience is being Role'of Robust Economy a total aIrport work force of about 500; 
watched dosely by PrC$ldent Clinton and Ms. BeaI.llke business leadets:readUy ,Mrs. HosselD~ says, It tries to cope withI 

his awes. Movlngoutabead of the Repuhli- acltnoWledges ttlat Nortb Carolina's gener' such.workers transportation probl.ems by
can-controUed Congress. the Democratic aUy rotiust economy lueled by both a offenng a" regular sl'ltlttle sernee tor . 
Gov: Hunt a year 'and a hali ago Instituted manufacturing and' finandaJ-servtces itseillPloyees to~ them from the,heart 
a tough welfare program called Work First boom. is. as resp.m.sible as any poliey . of Charlotte to the, ajrport . To handle 
that essentially,tells many welfare reapl- ' moves for the reduction "We needed new chUd·care problems, It tries to place young 
ents that they must get AjOb of some kind employees." declares EtlzabeUt Ehlers, mothel!'in jobs with fiexlble shUts, so Uley " 
in 12 weeks or start lruung benefits" ' j hUman resout'etS director at Vihiteville can adj~~ their working hours to be at 

To mue Ule transition wwork start to Apparel, a small manufacturer 13! men's, borne ~th their children. ,
" . suits and sjXirts coats that has hired 28 Philomena McEntee, a 36-year-old sin· 

tI) happen, tile state revamped its welfare Work PiNt welfare recipients. gie mot!ter of one,' haS made p~eise1y 
f'\ counseling program to stress quICk train' What's mOTe, the welfare recipients those -~nds of adjus~ments, She workS 

,.." lng in basic job skills - punctuality, neat- who are successfully moving into jobs in full"Ume at a Cheers restaurant at the ' 
'-'" . ~, , ness, resume pre-pa"rntion - rather Ulan some way, represent the cream ", lbe "aJrport. a job '~e acquired through the I 

. ~', drawn-out' ~V'ernment job training. But 	 'or. W k F! SIl ~ oilierwise. the state did relatively little to welfare population. those who are tht or .m j}rogTarn. e normally works 
• 	~" '0 ____-[_.. - from 8;3(1 a.m" to 5:00 p,m. Monday 
~ dlre<:tlycreatejobs., ' eas est to· move off the rolls and in,!, U'.:n:mgh Wednesday, "and then a lZ.hour" 

-~ " Instead, like the Southern evangeUst be work, Only, about ,R third of the state S shift on Sunday, so that sh'e 'will have 
~ resembles, the liilver-halred Gov. Hunt hit welfare ret1pien~s.hav~ so far been placed.' nights and other days with her child, Ttl 
"""" \ \ theiroad, proseljth:lng North CarOlina's undC; th~ .state s .stricter WOrj<; require- keep to" that kind 01 schedule. sbe has 
~ _ bu~tpess leaders on'the virtues and bus!· me~lts~ "':flich also lI~pose an overall two-- • chosen to W<lrk as a restaurant hostess r ~ oeusmartsofhlringpeopleoffchewelfare'~ lImIt on benefIts for welfare faml- 'ratberthanASlimoiehlghlypa!dWaltress: 

........., rol~ - ", ,lIeS" '"My tX!nfidenee level has skYrOeketed" 
- Reidy to Work _' beeauseofthejob, Miss McEntee says, "It 

.... " '"~'d, 10 and be~d, some ".,1--0$ 	 just makes you feel there is a chance," 
........ ... ......... 	 Armed With that new eonfidence/she now 

~ , see' to have ~ the gospel to heart. iSlaytng plans to go b.ack to schOoL 

..... !tere In Charlotte. the oounty welfare 

,-.., offiB'e has $1Jned a contract with the local
-.. Chambtr of Commerce to push the Idea of 

moving welfare recipients into jobs. Tbe 
chamber promotes f,he,ldea to its members2:

, 
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:energy~Department Proposes, Oper"ing' , 

Oi~Shale Reserves to Private Concerns 


, of federally owned' natural-gas weJlsonwould recommend a fire sale for these 

tary. 	 "private companies•• according to -his 

By JOHN J. FIJILKA 
SidJfReporl~rofTH£WAt..LSTREET10URN.", 

WASHINGTON - Ttle Energy Depart
ment is proposing to, open lhe govern-'
menl'soil-shale reserves to private explo

" ration under a plan that would putdozens, 

the block for a fraction alwhat the depart-, 
ment has estimated Ibey're worth, , 

, The proposal, now circulating among' 
:; other federal agencies. concerns largely 

undeveloped properties on 145.000 acres 
near Rifle. Colo, Based on a private con-' 

;'sultant's recommendation. the proposal is 
intended to help reduce the federal budget 

'; 	 deficit and get the government Qut of the 
oil and gaS business. accorning to Patricia 
Fry Godley, an -assistant, energy secre' 

But critics. led by Ken Meeks, a retired 
Navy captain who pre,iously headed the 
Energy' Department's oil-shale reserve.s 
program, charge that the government 

': 	 would raise 1 only a few million dollars 
while giving up the chance to make billions'

i by deveioping the properties itself. The 
, department's prnposal places the "lowest 
, values ever calculated" on the properties,

he claims. ' , 
The properties nave been held by the 

federal, government lor., the U.8, Navy, 
since the early 1920s as a hedge against .' 
the country running out of oil and the Navy 
out of luel. But the oil is trapped in shale 
formations. and neither the government 
nor the energy industry has ever found a 

, cost-effective way to extract it. ' 
, In ttle 19805, Denver-based il8.rrett Re
sources Corp.jound natural gas o_n private 

" , 	 land adjacent to Ibe government'property 
and began lobbying Ibe government for 
access to'the naval reserves. 
, Then, to prevent Barrett's wells from 
draining the gas out from under what' is 
Irnown as Naval Oil Shale Reserve No_ 3, ' 
the Energy Department got, into the:drill, 
iog business'. completing 56 wells, some of 
which are owned jointly with private com·" 
panies_ ' ' 

,The department's proposaUnciudes a 
': reoomme!l~aJ!on that it se!l. its stake in· 
:' these wells 'for $4.2 million - one-tenth of 
"th~ $42 million'the department calculated 

they were worth in 1994. ' 
"By putting out low numbers like ttlese, 

.. 	 the government will depress the bidding 
price when lliey are sold, and limit the 
value the public "ill receive." said Edwin 
Rothschild. an energy expert for Citizen 
ACtion, a Washington-based consumer 
group, ' ' 

Ms. Godley. who signed olf, on the 

, ' 

properties," she ;;aid, , 

The Energy Department eame up with 
its plan in accordance with a 1995 law that 
requires,the gov~rnment to study how to 
dispose of the oil-shale reserves, Congress' ' 
must, approve any lease or sale. ' 

. ,.' Sen. Ben Nighthorse Campbell (R.. 
Colo.). the primary force 'behind the, re
,quirement. iO dispose of, the reserves. 
wanted ttle government to lease Ibe land to 

Eilergy' Department'splan for disposai 01 
the shale reserves. said she cannot dtS~ 

, cuss specilic cost estimates while ttle pro
posal is being studied by the White House 

'and other agencies, "You can be assured 
that neither DOE nor Ibe U;S; government 

spokesman, James Doyle. The Eriergy De-, 
partment propOsal calls for selling the land ' 
under the existing natural-gas wells and 
turning thexemaining 14,000 acres of gas· , 
rich Reserve No. 3 over to the Interior 

,Deparlmentforleasing.
' , 

\ 

. 	, 


