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The Honorable William J, Clinton S Lo -
Prosident of the United States
The White House

1360 Pennsylvainia Avenue, NW
V?*ashingtan, D.C. 20500

i
Dear Mr, Presfdant'

Asaresultofa massive global program, azmngly supported by American funds
araz:i medical experts, and using vaccine developed by Americans, the world is on
tl{m brink of eradicating the virug that causes poliomyelitls, one of the world's
greatost cripplers of chidren.

The target dateis the year 2000. Through a combined sffort of donor natlons, the
‘m)rid Health Organization, UNICEF, and the 1.2 million members of Rotary
inzamational wg are winning the war on polio. This public/privats cooporative
pragmm is unprecedented in madical history.

At your urging, Canygress approprinted $72 million in fiscal year 1997 to help

paiimendemic nations conduct maasive national immunization days against

paliu We strongly recommond the same lovel of tunding for fiscal year 1898,
b&caase the unmet neads of the eradication strategy are peaking.

Theae vitally naaded tunds are being effactively deployed through tha Agency for
i:‘item atlonal Development and the Centers for Digease Controf and Prevention.
'rmy are now helping scores of natlons in Asia and Africa fight the tinat batties
agai nst this dreaded disease. Worldwlde, reported cases already have declined
more than 80 percent

May | mspemtuliy suggest, Mr. President, that in your ingugural address you
aspaclalty comment on the program to eradicate polio.  The expected victory
over polio will occur as you complete your next term of office. This historic
acmevamem will be cause for rejoicing amonyg mililons of Americans who feared
and fought this disease. Furthermore, when we cross that bridge into the next
century, milliens of children in less-deveioped nations will be able to walk rather
than crawl. What a wonderful gift to the children of the 218t Century.

Phuone: 84 7-866-3801 FAX; R47-32R.8004
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The benefits of eradication go beyond the immaense haalth benefits, When
eradication is achilever and we can stop immunizing against polig, the United
States will start sm.ring $230 million a year. Worldwide savings will be at least
$1.5 billion.

|

Rotary International has committed nearly $400 mitlion to this etfort, plus the
servlces of hundreds of thousands of volunteers who are heiping the health
mlnisters and heaith workers in countrise around the world. Without doubt, the
ptziia eradication program is one of the world's finest exampies of a public/private
venture. :

On behal! of R&tarians anhd all the global partners, | especially command this
pmgtam as worthy of incluaion in your goals for the next four years. As for
iatzlusfan in your Inaugural sddress, this program is an axcellent exampie of how
nvemeas developmant assistance can produce effective rasults which also
heneflt the Amerlcan peopla.

|

S?ncamly,

H&rbert A. Pigman, Chalrma
Ad Hoc Tagk Force on International Advocacy
Poiie?ius Program of The Rotary Fovndatmn of Rotary Internetional
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Here's the?fact sheet -~ overall, spending has doubled, but I*1l get
somebody to tease ocut discreticnary spending only (i.e., non VY¥FQ)
in case you need.

Just to reiterate -- I feel strongly that at the very least we
should go to ™"low cost® or affordable Instead of “free." That one
word change gives us the cover t¢ talk aboutb/take credit for the
thinge that really are working -- like keeping clinics open longer,
developing state-specific action plans, cresating partnerships with
the private sector, educating parents, etc.

Welfare details are on the fact sheset too.

Helissa

“fﬁﬁ-ﬁwaw'nib&wfn‘. vm§§$$w
2, = 2 or 4 &?D%)M‘r
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INITIATIVE

\
!
Childhood immunization was one of the earliest
pricrities of the Clinton Administration. In response
to disturbing gaps in the immunization rates for young
children in America, the Administration has designed a
comprehensive Childhood Immunizetion Initiative. This
national initiative addresses five areas:
Y
1) Improving dmmunization seryices for needy
families, especially in public health ¢linics
2} ‘Reducing vacgine goste for lower-income and
. uningured families, especially for vacciness
provided in private physician offices
3) Building community networks vo reach out o
‘Ffamiliea and ensure that young children are
vaccinated as nesded
4} Improving systems for monitoring diseases and
vaccinations

5} Improving vaccines and vaccoine use.

At the pame time, the Administration and (ongress
have &ammxzt&d substantial new resources for
immunization, including significant budgst increases
for service delivery improvements and for purchase of
vacciga te be made available to needy children.

!

PROCELEM:

While childhood immunization rates are at an all-time nigh of 75
percent, abkout 1 million children under age 2 still have not

received the full sevies of vacelinations. Soma of the reasons:

L There .are not enough public ¢linies: clinic hours and
locationg are often inconvenient for parents; <¢linics are
shorv-staffed.

* Vaceoines ars expensive. The cost of the full series has

increased more than ten-fold from $27 in 1983 to §313 today.

. Many garants are unaware of the need to immunize by age 2.
' In addition, vaccine schedules can be confusing ~~ and
there’'s no standardized gystem for monitoring vaccinations
or notifying pavrents when vaccinations are due.

§
‘
§

!
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The Childhood Immunization Initiative is working to build a
comprehensive vaccination delivery system, It integrates efforts
vf the public and private sectors, health care professionals and
voeluntesr organizaticna. The goals:

L By 1936 to increase vaccination levels for 2- year-olds to
at l&asz 90 percent for the initial and most c¢rivical doses,
and o reduce most diseases preventable by childhood
vaccxnaﬁxou Lo 7ere.

. By 2008, te have in place a system that will ensure at lesastc
$0 percent of all 2-year- -olds receive the full series of
vaccines.

1

BUDGET: '

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention manages the
Naticnal Childhood Immunization Initiative. ‘The President’s FY
1397 bhudget proposal inciudes a teotal of § 1 billion for child
immanizati@n and purchase of vaccine,

® In ali, funding for child immunization has more than doubled
since]?r&sié@nt Clinton’s inauguration.

1
£

!
THE INITIATIVE:
i

The Chilﬁhqmd ITmmunization Inigiative focusses on five areas:

vaccinatian

1) &mpﬁ £y
w;3;$§xﬁ?3arviaes -

™~ . ene ig providing funds and assistance to open new public

health ciinics, extend ¢linic¢ hours and hire pew staff.
¥

~J » oRe pr%videe‘ita primary support through state and local
mmur i ion Plans, wn¢ch comrdAnate local effores
anﬁ talza: aCZiVl*ie$ to gppeific ve and logal needs.
o jed 3 rewar& those IAPs which meet
or exceed lmmunlzatzan naraeﬁs.

~ ® The President’s FY 1297 budget request includes $177 mi;;gé&?}
to continue service delivery improvements thyough new

Immunization Performance Partnership grants. This

repregents a four-fold increage for stave Immunization
Action, Plans compared with $45 million in FY 1583,
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/ : X ; y was designed to provide
freagvaccxﬁe to about 6& percent of the nation’s childr@n,
starting in October, 19%4. Eligible c¢hildren include those
withoutr insurance coverage, those who are gligible for
Medicaid, and American zndians and Alaska Natives.
Tatal federal vaccine purchases in FY 1997 are estimated at
$638 million, which is $218 million (52 percent) higher than
the awount expended for CDC and Medicaid vaccine in FY 18%3
(5420 million), and includes funds for vaccines not
garc@aa&ﬁ in FY 1983.

®  States have the abilit .
gontract pricesg. &boat half the ataheﬁ are supplyzng
va"eine for all their children at the lower federal price.

» CDC is contipu 0 i ' ! i
help states mbtaln vaccine for children wha are nat &1191b1e
for the new VFC program, but who still need access to fres
vacai?e.

» ~The initiative is working to increase awarenssa of propey
immunizacvion, coordinate local resources, and enlisgt
national organizations. A pationsl outreach program has
been launched, with gutreach goordinators placed in each HHE

region., Regiopal meetings are also being convenad to draw
organizations togsther.

e New publip seyvice announcements are balng produced for TV,

rad;a and print madia.

. Toll-free information services refer callers to local

immunization providers and provide prerecorded information
in English and Spanish. Tolli-free number: 1-800-232-2522.

» < : a.bh care pr : 8 will ensure they don’'t
miss opg&rtunlnies to vaccinate lnfa%ts and pre-schoolers.
igystens to monitor di&aaqc& aﬁd%vgggﬁgggﬁ?&&ﬁwﬁ
L An improved system for monitoring vaccine-preventahle

diseases will help spot preblems early and enable action to
~ prevent a few cases from escalating into epidemica.

L (¢ D108 wxll SUpPOrt of vaccine-

targew& for elimination
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L The initiative supports xe : 3¢
vaceine combinations to reduce the number mf shota children
must get, and to ensure safe and effective vaccines.

OTHER CKILDKBOQ IMMUNIZATION EFFORTS:

. Unde* welfare reform walvers granted by the Clinton
Administration, 13 states are now reguiring parents to
adeguately Jmmunize their children as a ¢ondition of

>' receiving asslistance: Colorade, Delaware, Plorida, Indiana,
Louigiana, Massachusetis, Mississippl, Montana, North
Carolina, North Dakota, South Carolina, Texas, Virginia.

““;%3 . Through the WIC program (Special Supplemental Food Program
for Women, Infants, and Children}, states aye linking
childhood immunization to nutrition assistance for low-
income women and childzen. For example, stavte WIC programs
are providing on-site immunization services, checking the
immunization records of WIC participants, and including
immunization information in WIC food packages,

i
CHILDEOOD IMMUNIZATION BACKGROUND:

L Childhood vaccines prevent ten infectious diseases: polio,
measles, diphtheria, mumps, pertussis {(whooping coughl,
rubella (Serman measles), tetanus, spinal meningitis,
varicella {(chicken pox), and hepatitis-B.

. Between 12-16 vaccine doses are due by age 2, requiring
abour five visits vto health care providers. This is about
80 percent of all vaccine doseg recommended for children.

L Children are required to be immunized in order Yo entey
school, and more than 96 percent of American children are
adequately vaccinated by kindergarten. Yet more than one
million pre-school children are not adeguately protected
against possibly fatal illnesses.

. With increasing numbers of children more readily exposed to
infectious digease in day.care setiings, complete
immuni%ation by age 2 is critical.

3 Failure to immunize can lead to new cutbresks of disease.
in 198%-91., 2 measles epidemic resulted in more than 55,400
reported cases, 11,000 hospitalizations, and more 130
deaths, Half{ ¢f the deachs were infants.

L Vaccines are cost-effective. More than $21 are saved for
every 31 spent on measles/mumps/rubella vaccine; mors than
530 are saved for every S1 spent on diphtheria/tetanus/
pertussis vaccine; and more than $& are saved for every $i
spent on polio vaccine.
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HATIOHNAL INFART IMNUNIZATION WEEK
April 21-27, 1995

*Weo're working with communities acrogs America
to create coalitions and build a national
outreach effort the likes of which this
country has never seen -~ & pational outreach
eftort that is allowing parents to see our
impunization message almost everywhere they
Iook: on baby food labels, on fast food tray
liners, and on supermarket receipts.®

-~ RHB Becretary Ponna E. Bbalala

!
1

Background

The infant immunization rate is now at an historic high of 75
percent, and childhood infactious diseases are at an all-time low,
However, mere than one million American preschoolers are still not
adequately immunized against vaccine-preventable disease. National
Infant Immunization Week (April 21-27} is a c¢ritical part of the
Clinton Adnministration's effort to ensure that all children get the
shots they, nead, when they need then.

|
Hational Infant Immunigation Week

In 1%%4, President Clinton declared the last week in April as
"National Infant Immunization Week® -~ to focus mttention on the
importance of proper immunization for infants and toddlers. In
poth 1994 and 199%, communities across the country used this week
to increase awareness of and access to immunization services -- by
expanding clinic hours; distributing information at supermarkets,
movie theaters, and other public places; canvassing neighborhoods;
holding immunization fairs; and creating new partnerships with
businesses and community groups.

This year's. National Ynfant Immunization Week will bhuild on the
achievements of the past two years. Events are planned across the
country, including an April 22 kick~off event in Atlanta with Dr.
Pavid Satcher, Director &f the Centerz for Disease Control and
Prevention and Izzy, the Olympic HMascot. on April 23, HHS
Secretary Donna Shalala will wvisit the East Valley c¢linic in San
Jose, california. On April 2%, Secretary Shalala will participate
in immunization outreach activities at the Maria de los Santos
clinic in Philadelphia‘s Empowerment Zone. Logal officials and
community groups are planning a variety of events in all 50 states.
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Over the past two years, CDC's National Immunization Outreach
progran has worked to increase community participation, education
and partnerships through the following activities, in addition to
RIIW:

5 5 have been formed throughout the country.
chonald’s, Proctor and Ganble, K«Mart, and the Kiwanis and
Rotary clubs are just a few of the organizations that have
joined the outreach affort. In 1995, for example, K~Mart
provided diaper coupons to WIC clients who were up-to-date on
all their children's shots; McDeonald's printed immunization
Information on tray linars; and Rotary Club members in New
Jersey distributed 60,000 immunization flyers and t~shirts.
Bonnie Reitt also prematadlprapax infant immunization during
her national concert tour.

ReC - % . " rps {(the Corporation for
&at;anal servxae} ie providing valunt&e:s for a wide range of
immunization outreach activities. Across the country,
AmeriCorps volunteers are reviewing vaceination receords in
public health departments; traveling door-~to-door in
rieighborhoods te identify under-immunized children; placing
calls to remind parents when their children's shots are due;
and working in WIC and Head Start centers to ensure that
children being served there are properly immunized,

o zx;gnbgg_glin;gmﬁggzg during NIIW and throughout the year are

enabling health departments and providers to reach under-
immunized children. In 1995, <linic hours were expanded or
spacial NIIW clinics were opened in all 58 states. For
example, Oregon expanded clinic hours at 87 sites -~ helping
3,600 children, including %35 preschooclers, get shots.

{

inczu&ing a tozz frae infarmatxon service that raters caliers
to lecal immunization providers and provides prerecorded
infarmatian in both English and Spanish. The toll-free nunber
in English is: 1-B00-232-2522, and the number in Spanish is:
I~800~232~0233. Immunization information and vaccine
schedules are also now available on CDC's home page at:
http: //www.cdc.gov/.
|

Lic + ; 5, in both English and Spanigh,
w;zi be diatributad iater this yoear to TV, radio, and print
media, The first round of public services anncuncements
genarated the eguivalent of $40 million in free media in 1994,
and the Spanish language PSAs received top honors at the
¥orldfest Internatiocnal Film and Video Festival.

In cntohar 1995, the

”ﬁommunztyuoutraaah aad'ylannnng“ branﬁhdwzil ensnre that the

national commitment to immunization outreach . is sustained.
Qutreach coordinators are continuing to work in state and
logal compunities throughout the country.

ons
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National ,Infant Inmunization week and these other year-long
outreach efforts are all part of the Clinton Administration’s
coeaprehensive Childhood Immunization Initiative {CII). .The
Initiative aims to increase childhood immunization rates now, and
put in plagce & system to sustain high rates inte the future. The
CII focupses on four araas in addition te outreach:

IyImproving immunization services for needy families,
especially in public health clinics; 2) Reducing vaccine costs
for lower~income and uninsured families, especially for
vaccines provided in private physiclan offices; 3) Improving
systens for popitoring diseases and vaccinations; 4) Improving

vacgines and vaccine use,

The Clinton Administration has also increased the resources devobted
to childhood jmmunization. In all, funding for child immunization
g has doubled since 1992, The President’s FY 1297 budget proposal
includes a total of $1 billion for child immunization and purchase
of vaccine,

Today, the number ¢f preschool children properly immunized in the
United States is at an all-time high. 1In 1884, 75 percent of the
nation's two-year~olds received the recommended series of four
doses of diphtheria/tetanus/pertussis vaccine, three doses of polio
vaccine, and one dose of nmeasles/mumps/rubella vaccine -~ the
highest levels ever recorded.

In addition, childhood vaccine~preventable diseases are now at
record lows. In 1995, fewer children than ever before suffered
from neasles, mumps, rubella, diphtheria, tetanus, polio, and a
form of bacterial meningitis. These life-threatening diseases have
declined 95 percent or more fyrom their rates during the pre-vaccine
fera. In 1995, reported cases of measles were the lowest since
reporting began in 1912, About 300 cases were reported in 19%5,
down €5 percent from the 2483 cases reported in 1994.
i

§
I
{
|
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NQTE T BRUCE REED:

1

Here is what we can safely say on childhood immunization: overall
funding for c¢hildheod immunization has doubled since the
Administration took office, In addition, the President’s 19957
budget regquest includes $177 million in funding for state
infrastructure improvements (including Immunization Action Plans},
a four-fold increase from the $435 million spent in FY 1983,

Looking at’ diﬁczretlonary spending on immunization {(not 1n¢lud1ng
Medicaid or VFC}, we'’ve increased funding fram $341 milliion in FY
1883 to 8468 million in FY 1696,

Let me know if you nesd anything else.
Thanks, ;
1
Meligsa |
!
;

i
'
I

gool
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