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To: Bruce Reed 

From: Eli J Segal 

Date: January 26, 1996 

Re: National Service 1996 

Purpose of the Meeting 

Somewhere along the line, Bill Clinton's commitment to national service went 
from a m.y6r cumpaign rallying cry to a relatively invisible legislative victory and modesl 
government program to a political football. What was onee a graphic metaphor for , 
"opportunity, rcsponsibiHty and community" now has all the potcntial earmarks of a 
poIiticallia~ility in 1996 and/or a long term hostage to a Republican Congress, 

! 

This' is a discussion about moving national service back onto the high ground. 
rhis is vital:ror two purposes: first. as a campaign theme; second, as a method to save it 
during the 1996 legislative session when it comes up for reauthorl:r,.ation. If we're 
successful, by the cnd of his second tcnll, President Climon should begin to see a key 
element of his legacy in formation, If we"rc unsuccessfuL national service could be dead. 

I 
At the ht:art of this task is n repositioning of national service from an aftertbought 

clcme-nt of our education packagt: (0 thc cutting edge ofour emergJilg dtizcnship r(rctl~, 
AmeriCorp~ Mcmbers arc the living embodiment of the movement from Big Government 
to Big Citi7..cns: ordinary people doing ordinury things, but in the process Changing their 
country. their communities and themselves, 

Subjects to be Covered 

1, 	 Thoughl!i on how v.'C got into this box: "pet project"; "getting things done~'~ 1995 

State of ~he Union, 


2, 	 Legislative updtttc, including appropriations, reauthorization issues and rationale for 
repositioning. 

3. 	 Nature of opposition: political and philosophical: 

4. 	 Assets: the President; other stakeholders. 

5. 	 Course ofaction, 
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, 
l.:l-):l HJr.JlY, Ai" ~pf'!t;ltll "C~nrtn! Hll! SP.r.:!IlIOO~ of Yl'iA'~ Workmg (it(lIll'l on N~!IOM! ;IMn COmmUnll), ~P,n.'IC.R POlity, ;J 

pdnel of Congre~s!onal Republican $I.aH m¢mber~ agreed tTl"l fed6r.a! lunditllil oi AmeriCorp~ is in serious jeopardy, 
They even went .li: far.:if; '6xpfe~irJ9 gr3.Vs double u 10 whiJlner reauthorization WOuld occur on the N~tional anc 
Communlry Service Trust Act This special evem, emltled The Conqre,$$iona! Agfnda on National Service; A 
RepublicOll Persp*,ctive Wd~ <;o'$poli~ored by Y(luth Service America ani! th~ Nativl10tf .Gntl Cvmml.lnity $O'lviee 
Conlition. qepublican staff mornb,ers Or'! tht) pan!?1 included: Mary Elizabern Larson, Sena;e Commillee on Labor 
ana Human Resources; Derrick Max, House Commmee 011 Economic aM Educational Opportunities: S:lerry Kaiman, 
Office of Senator J.lm:;o Jefforcs; Dct1n Zerbe, Otjicc Q1 Senator ChnrJc3 Gro'loslcy .lnd K.lty .A,ndcq~n, Office 01 
Congrl3r;:srnan Chrislophl1'r Sha.ys. 

Thc pone) Clgiccd {hot it i:s Hi<cly tnere scrvic; olnd the Department oj Commerce), 
wIll n(;i OJ!) A hl!t1Q~t f1~~1 !hl$: ye;;;r Ihe r.:lnp.iI~" from lhp. SenAtp. ;:1r1P.' 1I·i(Ot!l!)hf 

wlrk:l! IIIt!dIIS Ihal {lIe Cuq;VJ('!ltvfl tOl ...... Ih~ S!;;'tldlt' wai::l mure likely 1\1 UIUCt!!:!U It',' 
NJ,tiOnal StHvice will likely con1inue 10 CR. Although neither thG Admini(;trllion 
(·.fll'm~tl; with (jf!r,rRil);:p,ct Illflrtmn IlnrtfH t'H",r (;()flor!,!ll;.O:: w~nt#; !~ ht=! hb;m?!'ti tor n 
dO e-xptlcted st'riU 01 Continuing thIrd government shutdown, the f1al~el 
R9£:olution~ i.C~j ..,('jaded 10 K&tlP the indtc:lted that th(ty m.1y 31eo f.1i1 to .'i9fSe 
government open, Inl -:he currem CR on a permanent CR, thereoy foreboding a 
the C",rportltiol1 is funcl~d ai 7£;% of tvmvl1UOus year of temporary spe-ndlr:g 
I he appropri3,led level, While r,cent bills thaI will kenp government lunclioning, 
rp.t)ortS have indicated lh81ll1e iilough subject to debate aM uncen:aimy 
nepublic~n COfl9(eU may proceed every lhree 0: lour 'ti¢eke, It ilppeare thaI 
with targeted appropriations (i.e.. 1h. budget will become an election ;ssue 
sendinQ the president bifls funding and that nalional service will be caugm uo 
Veterans. NA$A and other cor in the bIgger debate concer1"ling the 
favO''i''d programs and Ir:-aving OlJt s.tnJt.:w(~ and rollF of Ih/? ti?d~r.:tl 
programs lhey dislike lI;'eIUd~n9 natIonal governmem in (he lire 01 eac."i citizen. 

When ask~d about tneJutufe survival of tflclI!raf fundina for national sal'Vk., both Zerbq and Max said fh:!ll it was 
co:npef;PC for lirnlfed dollars againsl 100 many OIMr popUlar programs Inat impact large consliluenclss witt! vital 
services (i,e. public nOl,lsing. ¢duealion, veterdM and :lci'!'nc:e progmms). Moreover, LlI.f~Ofl 3'4id it WM 1J11jortun')!e 
that reauthorization: o-! Iht;> NeSTA mus! occur during 3 dHli:::uii t4ection year ot coolinual budget warlare. Kalman 
noleo that \'\111M !he Se~ate in sessIon only about !5 weeks ttlis year, it looks like there WII! be not be enough rime (0: 
perhaps interesl1 10 lake up reauthorization of loe Trust Act. The panel also e)(pressec Ihal i! there Wilt> 

r~:i\tjlhori:aJ.liol1 of the- Trusl Act, 'm~16(, structural r.hafl9€s· would have- to ~ mad•. 

On tht; iMue; 0,' AmeriC¢rp~ ilsell, Zerbe ,lOd Max 4rgut:d thai life progrdm und:;rminos 
traditional v¢lunleerj$~ at a cost which is detrimental to a balanced budge~. They added other 
critiCIsm ranging lIom Dall1ital aCI'Jocaey among members, 10 the manner In Whlch me 
Corporation awards its grants, to the issve 01 n!l1ional identify being u$ed to create a 'lederill 
army I Qf Democratic id.o!ogues, Larson and others: a.rgUitd fOf rr'll"lI:h l~$'i> 01 a top dO....'(j 
approach to national service with more devolution 10 the stale level. ZeT);)e antJ Max argued 
IhAt. while very lilUe support exists tor A tulHime stipended program they were open 10 the 
possibility of M .gdur:alion~) .:1watOs only program that would op<?ra1~ 'in partnNship with rnor~ 
ifad:l:onal volunreer prcQrams or occur In conjunction wi!)", collegiate wQrk study or financiai aid 

prc-gru.mc>, Zerbe <lnd M/lX didn'! buy the "volunteer gcncr;:<tQr~ model of AmerlCorp::; An u pllttic:ulllrJy eficctive 
prog(.:1m. staling thai whill1 Am'i'fiColpS m.;;mbe-rs m::ly geMrat~ saml? Iradilional volunI9r:Hs.lh'?y .... otlld,lhink,of m ..ny 
IIHJIt: l,;l,.l:,("tllftlc.:livt: WaVb' Iv uo ,so. Ojl:i(';Ul:i~iOlf 011 flitliutla! uiwt:l~ I.Hu\.Jw..:eu dt.jlt!t:'fHtl'1I1 Ih<:t! (umliJ,\J 10 It:tlelrt-! 
ogcncicG will be 1orminntcd, There wer? mixed fcelings abo:.!! thc efficacy of notion~1 direct grant3 to nen ·profj(~. 

ccmtinu"d.» 

http:I.Hu\.Jw
http:prc-gru.mc
http:r.:lnp.iI
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GOP PANE~ - ol>fllinued fr"tTl page 1 

All In ;;11, thA' ~M'I~lt; did nr,l rAlnl ;; tmght f)!r.tIJrA. It wa~ r.1P.M thilt th~ IrAJ(! mu!;;1 mnvp. "'PolY qIW':kl'y' tn f!~tAh!l~h 
UIUtuJ, l!ivaJlI:sau lSu~~Oll, Kail/f4Jt :suj.l!.lt'iiltn.l IhaL 411111t:llltrefl> uf COII~!t:SI') 00 iuvil~u IQ Vibll IJIO!-l!ilJU~ ill !1It:i! 
districl6 and etates. Zorbe noted that Ull~ Corporation for National SONicQ t::hould not wail for r63ulhorizJ.licn, but 
~MIl!rt ~pro.llldlvt'!ly~ rMkp, ImpnrtRnl r.rnnges IinrHH ltR r,urrent rAUlilatmy 1Illthntlty, klllm;U", ~rtv'''l'''tl'l ;h1vn<:;Up.~ In Th1l! 
!ield to form a ~brail' !ru~t"10 devi$c effectiVe struc.tur(ll chdnge6 al,d con; principle! for nation.\1 service th~t will attrAct 
bip3rtj&an 6:UPPOt1, il"lc!udiog the con&orv.alrve Democrat!:: tnat navG expr&&£&d re69r'V.11iant:: aboul funding natIOl'la;, 
service In this tight budget year. It IS nottco iate-·lhough without action. If may be 100 late lor federa.! investment 
$001'1, Now j$ 11'1* time to iel Cong-fe$S dod tho Ameri(;dO people ,.;now about th* Slft'Ogth and yi:s.ion of national <1noj 
community service. , 

YSA and th~ CQalition will hO$Hhe ueond nuicn In thia CQ~gr~uional $~rin of tn. Working Group..The 
o.moeratie PorcpaettvCf. on N.tI4ne) S.ruico in I='.btuary on Capitol Hilt. 

Detaile<:i minule$ of this dlsCiltsion are available on ccnVCnet--the online adion network for national community 
s>?rvi"ze, For mor~ information about this m"f-e;ling, thl1 Working Group. or SERVEnel, canta..;:! Michael Evans or JOf' 
111<""roo al 202-296-2992, 

unsing. MI - "Youth: Mak/ng !I Olff.r.ne9~ National youth PhilanthrOpy Conft'.ne& Will M hp.lri .lilly :;~.~ t. 1HHn, 
dnd focus on involving young people in philanthropy and the growing community foundation concept. r(l.rgel 
;ludiencGs includs youth .advisory commiUes\;:, r;ommunity foundation trustes!> 3nd stalf member£<, private fouf)d~lion 
otticers and siaff, ~[outt1 serving organlzarions and olners who are interested in Involving YOiJno people- In phllamtlropy 
dod service. The <.onlerel1c6 will bt' hc-Id at the ArnwiJ.,/ Grand Plaia Holelin Gr~nd Rapids., Michigan, For more
into~mattOfl conlad T.rfjl Langsion, Youth Project Manager, Council 01 Michigan Foundations, at 616·842·7080. 

Washington. DC· Th,,;Caring !n$titut0, wnich was establiShed In 1~eS to promote selflessness and leach the value 
01 ('4ring, i~ !6elo.;"g youth I'lOmin"lion~ for tho 1990. Nationdl Caring AWc!.rds. Tht purpose of these .award$ i$ to 
idenlijy twenty adults land youths from acrOiS the nation who have demonstrate<:! extraordinary compas'Sion and 
carJng. to celebrate and reinforce their aClil:llles, and to creale role mO'Jels tor our socIety. To submit a nom!natlon fo~ 
students jnd\)d~ ~r03d¢: 4ddres3, schoof name, and a summary 01 his or her ar;tivities by the end of Mard, 10: Yowth 
Nominationi. Carmg. Institufe, 320 A Street, NE. WaShington, DC 20002, 

Nationwide - YOUTH VOTE '96 
In Jonu,Qry 1004, the National Stud.nt Cltmpolgn fot Vot.r R.oSiGtrQtion, the PIRG'o, Compu3 Gre-en Vottl l:Ind 
Rl)ek th~ Vot'!' r.ame- together to forge a partMfship of' youth baso\!'d organizations r.ommittl?"d to thlJ involv-emlf-nt 04 
VUUI~ V~vlJltj III tlll1 IJlOl'l110c.;ldlic IJI\,X;~~:;. nfa.( cUdlitiulI WilS SUL:t:~~iul iJlI~).li~lt:iili!4"\I~1 250,000 vqtel::i l1111J !Jul!.Jijl~ 
1I brol:ld olnd divcr:;:¢ pilftnct~hip committed to realizing the power o-f the youth vote, Thi .. yc~r. Campu3 Groen Votc, 
Hor:k th~ VOIR ,lII'KllhR r'IH{i'" ;}rp.;,1 II '1Q.il!O wlfh youth Vote '96, ,lI nonp;ir1I~;;n r;;mr"./fin i1f'!drr.Jl100 10 fP.{l!l':tennn, 
t1JUL.'atill:.l ami lIIouiJ~ill!-l YWII!.j Jl!;!:wh:: 10 vult! illlllt: UJ.JI...'lJlllill\.f t!/ttt;:!iujt, Tin:! kick·"" IVI tlli~ vt:ar IIJII\.I ~rrol! Will UI;; 
held at H3rvard'c lnslltut,t ot PoliticE: on February H;~18, The liret field 3.clivj~y, aimed 31 turning oot young v.o!~rc for 
th~ Ptp.!';!nenllAl Pflm?\ry~!n NtI!w H..mfU'hln'l, will til'! nn l-1lhntary 'k·~\l. ~nr mor", In1r;rmAtion ~hntll fhfl\ Ynulh VOIP. !-in 
campaign, contaCI S.H!~ll Willidm~ dt 202~234·.:i99:; or via e~mail at yvSG@.'JCCt'tss.digex,net 

Los Ang&l@s,CA. Th. ~6yte H&i~ht$ Eh;rnentory Institute (SHE!) 1~ seAKlno "n r),p'(:IJio/t'Ullfp.r:1nr f() t;;:kM (wp.r Ill': 
feddership. The SHE1 is a community ba!w non-profit ~rvin9 elementolry lIchoo! "'ids just >!"aM of down1own L,A, 
SHEl ceeklO: a dyn~mjc le.lder/maMger to ovete6& the atter-school, parent ..and mentor programs for 3rd·5!h gr.1den::. 
SlIlngua! :SpaniSh, bicultural preferred, Salary: approximately :5:35.000. Imeres(eQ lij<:lMduali should senel a resume 
and ~OVer I!!:ttt!:r to: ?jl~J O'Ca,jiz, the ooyle Heighl& Elementary Inslilutt, Room ~Oi Graduate 3t:-hool Qf Educ~ljon 
and lnfoun~tion Studie$, UCLA, 405 Hilg,11d Avenue, Los Angelas, CA 90024·'521, or fax to 3~O·206·8dSS, 

! Tne Nbh.!il'1~ Se:v(C4 Crelll'lg l' 4 weekly field upda.:e lor YSA·s Nal101t..1:3¢tihC~ Atflll.ate.!.. For more Int..,rl'l'lbllOtl ¢r If y.;.u we;.!.. !Ike; 
, In indlJ(j~.IIn il",m in ,It jll'lIr~ iq!w~, rlp.~ It¥K it I.") ~IA(lh:l!'ip, PAIn.,';" :II ?!17"~'''O::lO I 
i ::;pl~";dl rl'l,Mks r;:.) J", p,it:<!«I'Iio. K~Mr Ft...,;;.tfS. T~rty UnQ5t"n and J~ff I (O'ugi: f:Jt cClllJ)·bvril"ll) t.) th;$ iuve. 

mailto:yvSG@.'JCCt'tss.digex,net
http:Conft'.ne
http:Brie�in~g.e2


By AlUANNA HUYl'INCTON 

Welcome aboard, Mr. Pr('Sldenl, 
That was my tiNt reaetten to the $late 

of the Union address. Alter all, to have 811J 
Clinton announce before the nation that 
"the era of big government Is aver~ and 
"applaud the work of chureh and eommU" 
nJty groups that care for the poor," while 
urging that -every one of us should join 
WIth them" Is a good thlng, yes? 

Atlually, no. These arc Ideas rnrttra! to 
Amniea's renewal. and using' them lI.$ 

rhetorical noortshP.$ diminishes them. 
Further. using them IllS rhetorical c(lVcrfor 
a different &g1!'ruta etnTtJp:ts their meaning 
and subverts their aim. 
Words and Actions 

We find ourselves at a unique moment 
.In American hIstory when thooghUut pro
pIe all across. the political spectrum are 
coming togelMr to rerognnc the primacy 
of eMl socIety to ocr ll3.tiunal health. But 
Ideas have consequences, and the presi
denrs wards appeared to be little more 
than Instruments to manipulate polls, How 
elSe can one explain the fact that the one 
specific initiative mentioned WillS yet an' 
other government.program: a $1000 merit 
scholarship for Ule lop 5% at graduates in 
every hlgh school? When the president ad· 
dressed Congress In 1m. he Spoke of 
~what government can do because 1 00
Heve gmtE-rnment 

I 
, must do mote." Three 


yeat'$ later. It Is dear 

!rom the substance of 
Tuesday's speech

i that this remains !he 

president's position. 


h'very time the 
prestdent spoke of 
teamwork, he dearly. 
meant g-overnment 
work; every time he 
talked of our "com- . 
moo effort... there· Bill 
W3.$ govenunent involved: and evff)' 
time ru: SaM ~we." it was we the govern
ment. ~We must also provide childcare so 
mothers can go to work without worryIng 
about their children," he Uid. in justify' 
ing hls tecent vetl) of a welfare rerum 
blU. Elevating desIrable (lbjeclives like• 
childcare into political imperatiw~s has 
always provided the moral justification 
lor big governmttlt. And there was every 
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Should We Take Clinton Seriously? 
imlicatlon in the State (If the Union ad· 
dress that the presldent continues to be
lieve that nothing !'tally important eM 
happen in tbls country unll'sS govern· 
ment eilller makes it happen or is the 
star of the ~tetlm:' 

The most pernickms expression cf thls 
belief was the president's statement that 

. our ~challenge Is to help every Amelic:U1 
achieve eeonomlc seCUrity. H With govern
menl 3galn 'asSuming the role of Provi
dence in ensuring "education and training 
for a lifetime. more support for families 
raising eh:lldn;n. retirement security. and 
access In health eare," As Hayek taught us 
In "The Road to serfdom / there has been 
one Ctlnsistent theme running through the 

earophoOOUS chOrus Of pest-war leaders: 
The intUviduaJ must $utTender more and 
mtlH of his rights to the state. whleh In re
turn will guarantee more and mote Dr what 
sOCial scientiSts and politltlans have dE!' 
cided aN: his neEds. aut every time we ate 
offered more securtty we gi'lt up more 
freedom. 

The presldt>llt should go back and read 
the preamble to the Constitutfon about 
provtding for the tommlJn defense and 
pnmwting the general welfare. The trou
ble began when the gnvernment assumed 
responslhflity for prot:idfng for the general
welfare. And no matter hew numy eu
pbemisms of partnership and togethel" 
ness the president used (In Tuesday night. 
he remaIns an unapologetic heir to that 
tradition. 

The president can dearly talk the talk 
of community and civil s.oelety. EM here 15 
a litmus test he must pass uhls challenges 
to American cltltl!ns are tD be taken serlo 
ously. 

. • If our flr$t diallenge 15 indeed ~to 
cherish our children. ~ does t~ preshlent 
have the rourage to put dJildren's Inter
ests ahead of the interests of the teaclters' 
unions and to support-at a minlmum
vouchers (or poor c:hiklten. so they ellll 
hue the same opportunity that Chelsea 
Clinton has to attend a schoot of her par

eilts' choosing. To talk ahoot adopting 
~national standards of excellence, ~ as he 
did laSt night, and teaclring "character 
edueatlon, good values and good titian· 
sh1p~ when children remain trapped in 
failed schools where they ean't learn and 
[rom which they cannot escape. is tD put 
potitlcs and special lnterests above the 
liVes of ehlldren. 

• rs the preSident willing to work to re
move government regulations that aN: 
wasteful, cumbersome and invasive. and 
that str:ang!e the growth of a healthy civil 
soctety? For ex.ample, there are licensing 
and credentia!lng requirements that have 
threatened the me of Teen Challenge, one 
of the most sucresst~ faith·based drug-re

habilitation programs tn the country. Gov· 
ernment regulations of food preparatiOn 
nearly dosM down Kld-Care in Houston 
beeause Carole Pmter's oome kitche'n, 
from whkh she prtpares aver 2(1.00) 

meals 8 month. did oot meet government 
spedfieatlons. 

Wouki 00 be prepared to take on the la
bOr unions and the Davls·Saoon provisions 
that make k illegal fot t:taftsmen to volun' 
teer theft labor on governmenHUnded 
houslnf and inner-dt)' Infrastructure pro
Jects? ArId wooki lie wort to repeal the 
Fair Labor Standards Act proVlsions that ' 
lnhibit workers from donating their tabor 
for projects helping the poor? The list or 
government barrlers to civil· society Is 
long. and a sertous attempt to deal ...i:h 
them would pit the president agalnst same 
of his most ardent supporters, lndudtng 
First Amendment absolutists and his own 
wife. .. 
~ -13 the president wilting to accept that 
volunteerlsm fundamentally depends on a 
moral decision maue by an individual to 
help others In need? If SQ, how can he jus·
tHy an Americorps ~v9tuntper" costing 
the Amencan taxpayer an average of 
$25,00il a year? The idea that the U"S. gov
ernment ought tG pay penple to volun
teer-part of the total Cost being a benew 
fils package and part Of It overhead 

A22 

costs-makes nonsen$e of the presldenfs 
challenge to all American citizens to be-
Ctlmc tngaged in the!r C:Ommunities and 
undennlMs a central precepl of civil soci· 
ety: Helping those in need 1S a moraJ im
perative, not another taxpayer·subsidlw:l 
e1ItitiemenL 

- Is: lhe president ready to endorse the 
Istook:Mcintosh·EhI'!leh Amendment (MI, 
among ather things, would end the prac-' 
lice of USing taxpayer funds to lobby the" 
government tor more taxpayer funds to 
help those in nee1j? Endorsing this amend
ment wouM demonstrare the president's
seriousness when he acknowledged in his 
speech Tuesday night that ~there is not a 
progrem for every problem." Un la.'~t 
year's State of the Unlan address, fw said:
"Not ev~tY problem has a government so
lutiun.") . 

• The president called tor a renewal of' 
our "relIgiIlU$, charitable and civic associ-: 
allons. ~ To put these wm'ds into action, he" 
slwukf endorse leg1slatloo put forward by, 
Sen. Dan Coats {R.• Ind.1 that would give· 
tax credits to those gMng money to orga
nllatJons servtng the poor. We know that 
he has talked to Sen. Coats about It. Will 
M nOW do mote Ulan Wk.? 
Be·s No Kennedy 

The president used tM word "'chal-
!e1Ige~ H times in his speecl1 Tuesday 
night. EchOing; President Kennedy's fa
mnU$ plea ("Ask not what your eauntry· 
can do fQr ~; Uk wbat you am do fot. 
ynur country"), he said that M America was. 
built on challenges, not promises. M But he 
turned it on Its head. At a time- when cllal
lengtng the American pegple to be the best 
they can be Is mon! crudal than ever, Mr. 
Clinton bas taJ\en an Idea fuI10f promise 
and made a mockery of tt. 

Y we are guing to replace 30 ytars of 
bankntpt Great Society thinking and sue
cessfuUy redefine !he problem-solv'ers as· 
the poople and the loc.'ll eommunlties-not 
the rederal government-we need polltkal 
leaders Who will not onlY talk a different 
langUatt but who Will mean what they say 
and have lhe courage to act on what they· 
preach. 

Ms. lIuf/ington is t.I senior fellow -at the 
Progress and Freedom Fburuiut4m. where' 
she c1uUrs the amter far Effective Ccm]lflS
.non. ' 

The president cootin';e, to believe that ""thing reaUy 
impqrtant can happen in this country unless government 
either makes it happen or is the star of the "team.» 
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February II, 1996 

Bruce: 

, 
For your information, enclosed is a copy of the first~ever annual report of the USDA 

AmcriCorps program. You might be particularly interested in the section, starting on page 
33, about how the program is reinventing government and reducing costs. 

Some general report highlights: 

, 
>Ie USDA AmcriCorps Members in environmental projects performed flood recovery work on 
75,300 acres, c~mstructed or maintained 715 miles of trail, improved 6,176 acres of wildlife 
habitat, provided 885 landowners with water quality assista~ce. built or repaired 76 campground 
sites, planted 110,400 trees, made 42 recreation sites accessible for the disabled, restored 760 
acres of fisheries habitat, and protected 67,483 acres of coastal land. , , 

'" USDA AmeriCorps Members in nutrition and anti-hunger projects cooked and served 40,155 
meals at soup kitchens, implemented 51 new sites for the Summer Food Service Program that fed 
40,912 children, provided 391,542 people with donated food, gave food safety and nutrition 
presentations to 25,257 students and senior citizens, and helped 152 community gardens. 

'" USDA AmeriCorps Members serving in rural development projects helped 390 low-income 
families secure new homes, 3,484 families obtain running water or modem bathrooms for the first 
time, 867 families repair health and safety hazards in their homes, and over 100 counties Improve 
their emergency preparedness and response. 

'" The 1,200 USDA AmeriCorps Members recruited 14,176 non-compensated volunteers to serve 
in community service projects. Thus, each AmeriCorps Member, on average, recruited more than 
11 non-compensated volunteers. The AmeriCorps Members directly provided services to over 
828,000 citizens and perfonned environmental work on over 234,000 acres of land. 

~\ \ s 
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• EARTHWATCH, 	 tJ~' ,
I 
i 
I 

Earthwatch is: a nonprofit institution that sponsors scholarly field research by 
finding volunteers to h~Jp scientists on scientific re~earch expeditions around the 
world. ,I 
EARTHWATCH'S MISSION,

W' 	 'J 

111e mission 6f Earthwalch is to improve human understanding of the phinet, the 
diversity of its inhabitants, and the processes which affect ,the quality of life on earth. 
It is a coalition of citizens and scientists .working to sustain the world's 
environment} monitor global change, conserve endangered habitats and species, 
explore the vast heritage 01 our peoples, and foster world health and international 
cooperation, [ 	 .. 

.'
KEY FACTS 

• 	 Earthwatch is one of the largest environmental volunteer programs in the 

world, I 


I 	 , 

• 	 Since its.founding in 1971, Earthwatch has mobilized 35,OOO'EarthCorps 
volunteers, ages 15 to 80, to 1500 sites in 40 states ~d 115 countries, 

• 	 L'l 1993 Earthwatch will sponsor 157 projects around the world involving 4,300 
volunteers on 780 research teams. A 

• 	 Earthwatch has over 73,000 members worldwide, 

• 	 Over 50% of the projects receive multi-year support. The longest running 

expedition has had 807 volunteers during 19 years of Earthwatch support. 


• 	 Earthwatch is a leader in experiential education: 

- To date, over 3,000 students and 2,400'teachers have received career training 
on Earthwatch expeditions, (See attached comments tram Earthwatch Student 
Program) 

- Earthwatch was selected by the New American School Development 

Corporation (NASDC) as a member of one of the eleven, teams for the 

"America 2000" school program, 




I 
I 

COMMENTS FROM EARTHW ATCH STUDENT PROGRAM , 

FROM STUDENTS: 
I 

Christina B~ardsley; Cascades Volcano Observatory 
. I . 

, ~It was a once~in·a~Hfetimc opportunity.... It has ;::hanged my perspectives of the everyday 
world arou:nct me, and deepenoo my appreciation ~f science; in two wiNks. it has taught me 
!!lQ.U'!.JL~ut genlogy than I'd teatt'oo in a full year of sitting in"a classroQm, and 5park~ a desire 
in me to ~!nu<!.IQamin&. 

"If it \\~tcn~t for this opportunity~ no one would hiwe ever ~n able to cor.vincc me'that 
surveying geology could be engaging.... Thanks to Earthwatch, in just two short weeks an 
amazing c~nge took plaa.> in me, and J have developed a deeper appreciation of ~dence and its 
role in e"ery day life, and a new perspective of the beauty. of the vast world around me," " . . 

I 
Btian Kramer, Toolik StatiOn. , 

"The total.tiands-on Ie~.rning..'1xperi~.tiCl? was definitelL!h-e.JX1QSliIm!Qrt~.i,\rt of this triU 
learned so much in su\,'bJ) shQrt period of time, This l<:arning was diffcrent from what much of 
!!!Y..ErevioH;'> education !1?d be\!n. In school I simp1X memori~ a concef.!t •.wrote the. 
jnW:rmation on a t:st, and then probably fQrgQt abQut it. Howl?'.'eI', through this experience all . 
that I had l~amed was incorporated and used in the lab and field. Yet, squirrels were not where 
the education stopped. I learned valuable lessons in organization, adaptation, and 
improvisation.... , 

I 
. Michael McOoriald,. Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute 

. I . . 
"I feel that providing students wIth an uncensored version of liie in a scientific communlty 
such as WOOds Hole is an example of field exposure w~ich should be more common, I can't 
~yen ifl¥l:gin'e how many people are never givrn a true glim~ of the career that fits them and· 
!t;r!9rantly pas,."> it by, My trip to \'Voods Hole chan~ my life." 

IHisham Ktightley, !.,amonf..Doherty Geological Laboratory , , 

~J was prepared for long lectures and tedious work involving staring at rocks. In actuality,! 
~cived personal insight 11110 the fields of sarth science and was able to discuss my new 
knQwledge with profession~I~-,- This expedition showed me that a field like earth science, which 
1 had ruled out as being too boring. deserves more of my attention as it career of possibility." 

I 
.AHcyn Cambell,tJet Propulsion Laboratory 

I 
..~ learned a great deal and have bc<:ome extremely interested in trees and totany as a result of 
this trip. Qvcrell .. l ha~e received a great feeling of seJf:<:Qnfident\' and self· worth I lacked 
Qgicre mY$.Qition." 

, 

Adam Lorio, Unh'crsity of Hawaii at Manoa " 


,, 
"The expedH!on completely covered all of my expc-ctations and even more, twas not only able 
19 learn what a real research sitJation is like, but was also given ample opportunity b;> oiSCOV~T 
the University and a smatU.uste of what college \'~iU be like; it.really excites me. 1 was even able 

" to talk with a few marine biology professors <::bout,what the Universities' program is ahem, 
, I , .' -' 

"j always ra~ an experience by weather or not 1 would like to do it again. Earthwatch is ' ' 
something that J wuuld definitely like to repeat and maybe even eventually have a project 
worthy. of being (an Earthwatch program} station.".. ; 

. . I . .' • 
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Comments 'from Earthw.tch Student Program !continued) , 
I 

Nat,:tsh.1. S(hI\~iderman, University of Hawaii in Manoa 

"My idcas~about the rclationsh;:) between poetry and science were not only confirmed on this 
trip but I also had nc\v realiza" ms. I discovered that our ever changing earth is like poelry in 
motion ....11 felt the strength and rhythm d OU[ earth as [ watched the .Iava and.it instilled in 
me a sense of awe bc<;ause I realized that man Q:nly inhabits our W!J:t'!ct. it is T@lly nature that 
CQutrolsJl,." , 

FROM SCIENTISTS: 
I 

Dr. Alexander:Mnlahoff, U".iversity Of Hawaii, Geological Oceanography 

"I am sure that all 8 students were awed by the mighty poV.'CT of the volcano. They were able' 
10 take specimens of the active flow and then watch lhe hlVil tum into rock, We will probably 
m two of lhe sntdents orignt themselves to earth gnd Hie sciences, Your protram e'Crtainly 
prnyjdes it unique edUcational opportunjtj;, ''I It giycs thfm a reglistic picture of what science, 
and scientists are really like.~ 

Dr. Anan Raymond. Malheur Field SIation, Ar(h~f:ology 

"We documented virtually every artifact along seven miles of sand dune fronting a desert 
lake. ThousandS of artifacts were observed and categOrized. We recorded about a dozen 
archaeological sites. The quality of work is a§ good as any produced by professionals,H 

Dr. JoBea wai,. Jet Propulsion Laboratory. Earth Systems Monitoring 
I 

'Wbil1 surprim me WiS the students' af!cct on me n thejr passion for the1r interests. the 
ynricty ofths..'1r interests, and their CDthusiasm. They opened up a world of opportunities to 
me the ~hancc to pursue a goal no mutter how of(~the:.ma~nstream it mig7t be. 

"Some students confirmed Il:teir desire to become sc;itmtists. some confirmed their passion to 
stUdy the earth, and some probably found out that they want to reconsider their goals. I will 
re<:ommend this opportunity to othc!' coneagues ., because it provides an putstanding 
QPpcrtuni;y for students and staff:' 

Or, David Inouye, Rocky Mountain Biological Station~ notany 

:The students develpped their own rescan:b prQjccts ana ~ye ora] p(e~ntatiQns ... stressing 
experimental techniques with proper controls, and with an emphasis on asking how the 
research pTOblem could be better approached with unlimited time and funds. I believe they 
galned valuable ex?Crience from these projects," 

, ' 

Dr. Brian Bames, Toolik Fidd Station, Arctic E(ology 

~The Sl1!dents now have an appreciation .. , of physlQIQgical ecOlogy as a dlsdpline and of 
what's new in hibernation blolOgy, We covered a lot of ground and a lOt of sdent:fic material 
during our timi.' in the field and particularly during our nightly,., talks," 



NATIONAL SERVICE TRUST PROGRAM (NSTP) 


1. 	 NSTP will mobilize a "Citizens Corps" that, "in return for one or two years' 
lull-time work at low wages in some form of community service, [willI earn 
national service vouchers for college, job training, or ~ousing," < , 

, 
2, 	 NSTP will mobilize "200,000 Y9uth servers within a year of enactment of the 

requisite legislation." 

3, 	 NSTP will "rely h"avily on nation's 100,000 private, nonprolit community' 
groups to serve as potential sponsors and sup<>rvisors of Citizens Corps," 

4. 	 NSTI' must be "cast in terms of meeting a real need: .... ·[ItI should be seen as a" 
long-term' investment in the education, skills, and ingenu.ity of our people," 
Among the l'iation's 'reaJ needs are: . 

! . 
• Scientific education 
• EnyironmentaJ preservation 
• Ec(;momic competitiveness 	 . 
• Values of discipline, responsibility and civic obligation, 

, 	 ' 

S, 	 NST? mu~t not eompet~ with existing jobs. With labor unions expressing 
a~iety ab~ut a Citizens Corpst~l\;rsTP must focus on ':tasks that remain undone 
because there is no profit [in them] for the private sector," ' , ,, 

6. 	 NST? haS been described by Al From as "the philosophical cornerstone of the . 
upcoming domestic agenda." There is pressure for, the Clinton Adrnlnistration 
to create "change" in the fiist 100 days, and national service has been a 
signature issue for the campaign. 

I 
(Quotations and ot,hcr information from MaI1date.for Chiln..&!1) 



EARTHWATCH AS AN NSTP SPONSOR 


Earthwaich is a tested model for mobilizingpar,t of a Citizens Corps: 34,000 of 
its EarthCorps volunteers have completed 1,500 projects in 115 countries and 40 " 
'. '-' 

states, 'I· r 
2. 	 ·Earthw.:ch has immedia~ de~.nd for ad;litiO~al volunteers, Earthwatch' I,0 t::r'" 

receives?QO proposals a year and can currently flU and fund only 160, '\ V , 
F..arthwatch could immediately mobilize youths to serve at aD..>lres.m-theJJ.S. 

3, 	 Earthwatch is a private, nonprofit group uniquely positioned to sponsor and 
supervise a pari of the'Citizens Corps, , 

4. 	 The Earthwatch program would help fulfil! the,need'to reinvigorate our 
science .~ucation, skills and ingenuity in order:to rebuild our national 
competitiveness in the scientific and engineering fields. Earthwatch: 

'. 	 p:rovides students with hands ..on scientific education. 
• 	 motivates them to pursue science and environmental research in 

college and in their careers. : . . .. 
• 	 unproves American competitiveness 'by. encouraging youth to pursue 

sCientific careers, 
• 	 ~ves youth a sense of disciplinef responsibility and civic obligation,

I 	 , 
I 	 ' , . 

5. 	 Earthwatch's EarthCorps would ~ot upset labor leaders because it would not 
threaten existing jobs. Earthwatch would address unmet needs of scientific and 
environmental research, education and preservation. . 	 , 

6, 	 Earthwat<:h can address the new Administration's needs in its first 100 days, 
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I 
January ,25, 1.993 

Ms~ Katie McGinty 
Special Assistant to the President . 
Environmental Affairs 
OECa 

Dear Katie: 

On behalf of Reginald Cedar Face and the oglala Sioux Tribe, 
thank you 50 ve~y much for the very encouraging meeting last 
Friday eyening. 

, 
Bec~use Viee President Gore was so impressed with the 

proposed!Tree Project when ha met vith Req ~n Rio, we are 
especially eager' to bring this to his attention for his 
endorsement. As you so astutely suggested l this could serve as a 
model enviro~~t/employment program for the attention of the 
Domestic ,·Economic' Council. 

, 

An overview of the basic components of the oglala Sioux Tree 
project are as fo1.1ows: 

I 
1. LAND: One ~illion acres of land allocated from the 


Sioux Pin'e Ridge Indian ~eservationt south Oakota, for 
. I 
reforestation~ 

2. CORPORATE CONTRIBUTION, The Weyerhaeuser Company has 
aqreed to contribute sapling trees and to provide technical 
training and equipment necessary for the Sioux to continue 
independent reforestation with environmental monitoring and 
forrest management capabilities. (Please note that Weyerhaeuser 
doca not require any favored status for future harvests# and will 
be sUbmitting competitive bids) . 

. 
3. lItXMt RESOmtCES: With the support 9f U.S. Federal 

funding~ the Sioux will be trained and e~ployed in forestry, thus 
distributing jobs among the 85t who are unemployed and on 
welfare. IThis aspect of t.be pr-ogram will be modeled on the ccc
·w~A programs which were successful in the U.S, during the Great 
Depression of ~~e 1930 ' s, and can serve as a model for president 
Clin~onlslplans to convert the existing welfare programs to 
earn~nq programs. 

I
4. GOVERNMENT PARTNERSHIP: The program represents a 

partnGrship between the Oglala Sioux Tribal Council and 
Traditional Sioux, which assures the enduring commitment of the 
future generations of the Sioux people and a stable relationShip
between ttie two governmental components~ with inter-agency u.s. 

i 



¢j ...., ... ...... 

government funding, it can also serve as a model for developing 
government/private sector partnerships~ 

5. ,CULTURAL PRE8ER~TION AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, Half 
of the trees planted will be dedicated to the people of the 
world, and will be managed as ceremonial tribute to Sioux 
ancestors and traditiQns. The other half will bo harvestable, 
with the'weyerhaeuser company participating in open market 
biddin"!. : ' 

6. SCIENCE AND TE~OLOGY - Usinq specially de~elQped 
computer:software, this project will be developed, projeoted and 
tracked with a system which assures 95% accuracy in providinq 
accountability, forecastinq, and tbe capability for corrective 
intervention when needed. In addition to forrest management I 

computer ,evaluation capabilities will include environmental 
impact measurements as well as economic, cultural and social 
considera:tions. , 

<
We s'ee this proqraT;". as exetuplary of the "Local to Global" 

Qrienta'ti'on which is so critical to successful policy making in 
todayl's w,orld. While it is primarily a domestic program. it. has 
the poter,tial to serve as a modal for indigenous/corporatel 
government partnerships on the domestic front as well as 
\r{orldwid-a. 

We are in,tha process of developing a formal proposal which 
will incl~de budget, and 100k forward to the opportunity to work 
in partnership with you and this very exciting and promising 
C1inton-Gore teamt It may be that this can qualify-for inte~
aqancy funding, possibly to include some combination of BlA 
Welfare funds, Department of Agriculture, the u.s. Forrest 
Service. and others* We 3ppreciate your guidance and look 
forward to workinq closely with you and this administration 
throughout, the planning and development' process. 

i 
A9ain~ thank you so very m~ch! 

i 

And ~y personal cOfl9ratulations on,your appointment J Katie. 
Please know I'~ here to support you in any ways that I can. 

cord!1uy ' 

~~1<1nney
'--" 



Clinton National Service Proposal 

Discussion OutUM 

, 
TIte President's call to service extends from the youngest elementary students to our~ 

oldest citizens, and includes everything from pan-time volunteer activities to fuU-time public. 
service jobs: Toward this end, the President suppons funding for service prognuns involving 
school-age youth and senior citizens, as well as professional corps prognuns such as the,,
Police Corps and Teacher Corps designed to a.ttrru:t top candidates to public service jobs. 

The centerpiece of the President's p!tlJlOS'll is a national service prognun that wiil ~ 
make it possible for college graduates and others to perform needed services in their 
communities by making it easier to pay baoktheir student loans. All students will have'the,. 
option of repaying their loans with a small percentage of their income over time, removing,. 
significant obstacle to low-paying careers'in public service. Some win have the opportUnity 
to serve in ~tional service positions in the areas of education" human services. environment;
and public safety. This progrnm is outlined below. 

, 
, 

A. 	 National Servit:e Positions 
I 

T)'lleS of P1acemems: States and the federal government may approve placements',in 
youth corps,; specialim! service corp. dedicated to priority needs, individnal p!aa:ments'in~ 
non-profit organizations (through VISTA or nonfedernl progrnms). and college service 
programs, with an emphasis on placements· addressing national priority needs. A limited,'. 
number of public service entrepreneurs'would also be'selected for'participation, National', 
Service positions'may not'displace paid workers. I .' 

Selection of I.'a!:ticipants: A diverse group of recent college graduates. as well as 
college students-and out-<>f·scbool youth, will be selected for participation by applying to and 
being accept!'d into a prognun offering approved nationhl service positions. A national 
system to help matcl! individnals with prognuns will be established. 

Benefits: All participants wiil receive a minimum-wage stipend and,bealth and child . 
care benefitS (if needed). lndividnals serving after college would receive student loan 
forgiveness Worth S 10,000 for each of two years of serVice, or the amount of their 
outstanding loans. whichever is less. Other participants would receive a post-service benefit 
of $5,ooowhicb can be used for bigher education or employment tmining. 

Building an Infmstructure: Funding will be available for three types of grants: 
single-year venture capital grants may be made to individnals. states, and public or private_. 
non-profit organizations (including education institutions) for program start-up; states and 
public or private non-profit organizations operating prognuns may receive multi-year grants 
for program 'costs; and states and public or private non-profit organizations may receive 
grants to replicate proven existing programs. 



I Leyemejno: Nonfederal Funding: All program suppon and stipends will be made on a 
challenge basis and must be matched. 

Fede!ll! role: The federal government will establish criteria for approved n.nonal 
service positions, allocate program resources, ensure against fmud and abuse, arrange for ,a 
national training program, coordinate service programs within the federal government, and 
provide training and tecl1nical assistao<:e to states and programs. . I 

State roj;: As required under the existing National and Community Service Act. the 
governor of each state may designate a lead agency and appoint a State National Service I 
Commission responsible for overseeing national service programs in the state. The State 
Commission should include representatives of local service program directors and other 
citizens and will develop a plan for service, including proposed national service placements 
in the state. The plan must ensure equitable treatment of urban and rural areas within th.t 
state and be approved by the governor and the national service agency. I 

Phase-in: Participation i. expected to be approximately 30,000 in 1994. ,Dcreasing to 
at least 100,000 in 1997. 

S. Inc"",. Contingent Loan Repayment 

All borrowers will be able to repay their loans through income contingent repayments. 
This means that borrowers with higher incomes would repay more quickly. while lower-I 
income borrowers would repay over a longer period of time, Student debt will not prevent 
borrowers from choosing lower-paying jobs for fear that they will not be able to repay ~ 
debt. In addition, a reformed student aid structure will provide assistance to students in .: 
simpler and less costly way. Eliminating excess bank profits from the. student loan progtluns 
will reduce costs to taxpayer, while improving the delivery of services ta students and the;,. 
families_ 



I, 


NATIONAL I'RIORI11ES 


P,&lucation 

School readjness: furthering early childhood development 

Examples: 

• 	 Improve the quality and availability of child development programs by working 
in'day care and Head Start centers and preschool programs 

• 	 Teach literacy and other basic skills to parents of young children so they can help 
their ehildren learn 

• 	 Help leen parents stay in school by providing ehild care and other needed services 

School success: improving the educational acbievement of school·age cbildren 

Examples: 

• 	 "'"ork in schools with high concentrations of low-income students 
• 	 M,entof, tutor, and provide after-school and summer learning-opportunities 
• 	 Coordinate service-learning activitIes for K-12 students 

Human Needs I 

Health: prodding Independ.nl living assistance and home- and cornmunily-hased Ileallb 
care 

Examples: 

• 	 Provide independent living assistance and health care to homebound elder! y, 
people with disabilities, and people living with AIDS 

• 	 lmprove the health of low~income communities by offering preventive health 
services through community health clinics . 

• 	 Offer prenatal care, parenting education, and health care to families of young 
children through home visits 

i 

Home: rebuilding neighborhoods and helping people who are homeless 
t 

Examples: 

• 	 Help people who are homeless by providing shelter support, help in transitioning 
into permanent housing. and related services 

• 	 Renovate and rehabilitate low-income housing 
• 	 Help individuals move off of public assistance and into self-s.ufficiency by 

providing job training, literacy tutoring, and other services 

http:Independ.nl


" .
Ii 

Environment 

Neighborhood ellvironment: reducing community environmental hazards 

Examples: 

• 	 Revitalize neighborhoods by creating and maintaloing recreation areas, green 
spaces, and community gardens 

• 	 Eliminate environmental risks through education, testing, and cleanup 
• 	 Reduce waste through energy efficiency efforts, recycling, and other conservation 

measures 

Natural environment: Conserving, restoring, and sustaining natural habitats, 

Examples: 

• 	 Conserve and restore public lands, forests, rivers, streams, and wetlands 
• 	 Make parks more accessible through trait maintenance and infrastructure 

improvements 
• 	 Sample, mapt monitor and record the status and trends of air, water, 

groundwater, land. plants; and animals 

Public S.fej~ 


Crime Prevention: Reducing the incidents of violence~ 


Examples: 

, , 

• 	 Reduce crimes against children by making schools safe, creating safe havens, and 
providing training in conflict resolution and.managemeot., 

• 	 Address the root causes of crime, such as hy providing substance abuse 
counseling, education, and services. 

• 	 pevelop specific crime prevention strategies targeted at key locations such as 
playgrounds, public transportation points, and other public gathering pl.ces. 

Crime COIttrol: lmproving criminal justice service.'i, law enforcement, aud victim services: 

Examples: 

• 	 Enhance community policing efforts by worklng' with local law enforcement 
• 	 Reduce specific community crime problems such as drug dealing, domestic 

violence, crimes against seniors, and child abuse. 
• 	 Strengthen innovative criminal justice programs such as neighborhood CQUrts and 

community restitution. 



MEMORANDUM 


To: Domestic Policy Staff 

From: Shirley Sagawa 

Re: Priorities for National Service 

Date: JWIe 22, 1993 

Based 00 the information I received at this morning's staff meeting, as well as last 
Friday's discussion, I bave put together the folluwing priority list of issues which could he 
addressed by national service volunleerS. The list will be used by the Office of National 
Service to organize outreach and technieal assistance. If you have any additions to this tist, 
please send them to me by close of business Wednesday (contributions to the environment 
category are most welcome - we will also contact the Office of the Vice President), We 
will be in toucb later for suggestions of organizations woo should be contacted and program 
examples. To stimulate your thinking, I am attaching examples of possible programs: a list 
prepared by ONS for the President when the bill was introduced and a memo by Paul 
Weinstein. 

Educa\iQo 

Head StattlChlld Care quality 
School-based m""toring/lUtoring 
Service-learning programs , 
Public Safety , 

Community-service officers 
Scbool-based drug prevention 

Human Needs 

Preventive health care, including immunization 
Home-based health services 
Family support/parenting programs 
Community development banks 

Eoyjronmi:Dt 



Appendix I 


EXAMPLES OF NATIONAL SERVICE PLACEMENTS 


Education 

• Head Start nrograms. 

TIie success of the Head Start expansion will depend on the ability of centers to employ 
quality teaching personnel. National service participants could provide invaluable assistance in Head 
Start and ~ther child care programs. They would receive training in the summer after college, with 
early cbildhood development education sponsored by a higher education institution in pannership with 
a child care resource agency. 

In the faU. participants would be assigned in groups as assistant teachers in Head Start centers 
and other child tare facilities for low"income families. where experienced teachers would act as their 
mentors. Assistant teacbers would work with small groups of children. developing their cognjtive and 
social skills througb sustained attention and education. in addition. the participants would provide 
services (0 parents -- literacy training. pareming education. etc. The assistant teachers would 
periodically meet to receive additional training. and move on to more challenging tasks when suitable. 

• Urban/rural schoQI~. 

In Chapter I schoots that most need help, an "army" of nationai service participants in a 
variety of roles could significandy further the goals of your school refunn plan. Working together, an 
institution ~f higher education. a nonprofit organi:lation. and an education agency could use the 
summer before service to train young peopJe at different education levels to serve in the fall in 
selected schools where interest was great. 

Throughout the year. participants would receive memoring from the most e}l;perienced and 
talented teachers, Some could work with parents to ensure their involvement in their children's 
ooucation. Others would serve as math or reading rutors. A third group would act as service-learning 
coordinators, arranging experiential community service activities to instill the servke ethic in youths 
and invoiye schools in their communities. Panicipants who became interested in teaching careers 
would be able to receive addittonaJ training while serving. As part of the "armv" of servers, a few 
certified t~hers might enter the schools in fields lik.e special and bilingual education. 

Environment 

• CQosemtiQn Corps, 

'J'ho4sand! of young people are already engaged in conservation work through youth corps. 
These conservation programs often combine education and service components, teaching young people 
not only the basic skills of ~nvironmenta1 protection. but the principles !olf environmental problem~ 
solving as well. Some programs are run by federal agencies like the Forest Service. but state 
departments and oon~profit organizations often fund them also. The Vice President bas developed 
several new conservation~related proposals. and Secretary Babbitt believes there will be significant 
opportunities in the Pacific Northwest after the Fore&t Summit. 



Conservation corps plant trees. build soil banks to prevent erosion. develop trails. revegetate 
heavily vis.ited areas. Md survey tlora and fauna. Such programs primarily involve pre~ and non~ 
~onege participants. but college graduates with special training often serve as team leaders. 

• Recycling initiatives. 

There is often a gap between the political demand for recycling, sometimes retlected jn 
legislation. and the locai capacity to suppon it. CoUege graduates couid work: with businesses and 
consumers to devise strategies to reduce waste. After a summer of training. they would be assigned. to 
cover a limited area where they would meet with employers. retailers. and building managers to 
develop plans for source reduction and recycling. Panicipants would continue working with these 
people. belping them meet their recycling goals. In areas where there are legal requirements for 
recycling, panicipanls could work with local law enforcement agencies to ensure compliance. The 
overall goai of the program. however. would be to help poopie fulfill requirements before legal action 
becomes ncicessary. 

Human services 

• Community health centers. 

Nationai service panicipants without advanced degrees could become an integral pan of the 
effon to improve health care in medically underserved area!. Working with a school of nursing or 
pUblic health agencies to provide the training necessary. nonprofit community health centers could 
invo~ve young people in a variety of bealth~related activities. 

Som;e young people could provide daily services to the home-bound elderly. enabling to Stay 
at bome instead of being forced to enter a nursing borne. These services might include the 
adminjstration of medications, meal delivery. light housekeeping, and companionship. Other youths 
could provide outreach services as part of prenatal and ;mmunization programs. making home visitS, 
arranging for transportation. serving as translators. referring parents to substance abuse programs if 
needed. and ~so on. StiU other youths could proVide administrative assistance after hours in clinics. 
<!nabling them to stay open Jate to serve working parents. 

• Hgusing for the homeless, 

Programs like Habitat for Humanity and YoutbBuiJd are already weli-established. The ianet. 
in panicular, provides at~ri5k youth with remedial education, job training, and practical experience 
while building mucb-needed shelter for homeless. and low~irn:ome individuais. By leveraging non~ 
profit and private dollars. and by convening the "served 8 iow "servers" in low-income communities. 
programs like youtbBuild accomplish greater good at less cost than traditional programs. 

Other housing-related initiatives could include renovation of abandoned buildings for use as 
community centers and child care facilities. Some programs could not only bujld housing, but provide. 
essentiai supPortive services like counseling as. well., 



Public Surety 

• Community servjce officers. 

College graduates who do not want the responsibilities and dangers of regular pol ice work can 
still contribute significantly to public safety. Working closely with police departmentS and pu.blic 
housing aut40rities - and freeing up regular officers to walk beats - •community service officers ~ 
(C50s) can provide valuable assistance in nQn~hazardous public safety services. 

College graduates can be trained to handle minor investigations, analyze crime data. and 
t:ngage in alternative dispute resolution. CSOs can taumet crime victims. And they can act as 
community I,iaisons. working with community groups and school children to organize prevention 
effortS. such as artti..<Jrug initiatives and crime patrols. 

• Drug abuse ijrevention. 

No one is better at conveying to young people the tempratlon and danger of drug abuse than 
other young people. 1n close pannersbip with local schools and anti.4rug professionals (from 
l.:ounselors to cops). national service participants could form drug abuse prevention teams to engage in 
a panoply of activities. The teams couJd include a range of students. from college graduates trained in 
psychology to high school dropoutS and recovering crack: addicts. Each would offer a unique 
perspective. 

Teams migbt spend some time developing a curriculum for drug education during and after 
school and then implementing it. At other times. team members might work one-on-one with at-risk 
youths. Part of the time. programs could run midnight basketball leagues to keep kids off the streets. 
And at still o:ther times. teams might solicit private sector funding to develop billboard advertising, 
videos on drug abuse. and other educational materials. 
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. THE WHITE HOVSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 20, 1993 

MEMORANDUM FOR SHIRLEY SAGAWA 

FROM: Paul Weinstein 

SUBJECT, Community Development Banks and National Senlce 

Per our discussion last Friday, this memo outlines how we might match the Prcsidentlg 
Community Development Financial Institutions (CDFI) and National Service legislation. 

Under this proposal. an undergraduate business major could meet hislher community 
service require~cnt under the National Service proposal by serving a two-year apprenticeship 
at an accredited CDFl -- Community Development Banks (COB). Community Development 
Credit Unions (CDCU). Micro Loan Funds (MLF). Revolving Loan Funds (RLF). and 
Community Development Corporations (CDC). The service could be as an .ccountant. junior 
loan officer. teller, customer and technical service staffer. assistant investment banker, junior 
commercial developer officer. etc. The s.udent would gain hands-on financial skills while 
.ne CDFls would have access to a much larger pool of personnel trained in finance and 
accounting. As tong as we stipulated that the community service commitment could only be 
met by two years of work: at a COF1 accredited by our national network, monitoring the 
service requirement would be relatively easy. 

Under this scenario. some students might even continue to work in CDFIs, or even 
start one. Even better however. would be for these individuals to lake positions at traditional 
hanks and other financial institutions. If loan officers trained at COFls took jobs at 
mainstream banks, we could see an unprecedented amount of lendjng activity in lower- to 
moderatc-incotpe communities. With the Knowledge. unique expertise, and energy of these 
individuals. b~ would meet their Community Reinvestment Act requirements in a 
meaningful maimer. 

During the campaign. President Clinton spoke at the Wharton School of Business. and 
criticized business students for creating an investment banking club called the "Unindictcd" 
and for "pursuing high incomes in high finance rather than in the apparently less glamorous 
work of creating jobs~ goods and services to make America richer." In four years, the 
President could return to Wharton, and talk about how a Whole new breed of business student, 
trained a' CDFls through the National Service program, was changing .he way traditional 
banks lend and reinvigorating the community spirit at financial inslilutions. 

cc: 	 Bruce Reed 
Gene Sperling 
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The White House 


O~fice of National Service 


FOR IMlIEOIATE RELEASE CONTACT: ETHAN ZINDLER 
APR:L 30, 1993 202/456-6444 

••• News Advisory *.* 
Clinton to Unvei~ National Service 

Plan On 100th Full Oay of His Administration 

President Clinton will visit the University of New Orleans 
on Friday, April 30, marking the lOOth day of his administration 
with the announcement of his National Service legislation. The 
legislati'on will offer educational opportunities to Americans who 
make a commitment to public service and an overhaul of the 
current st~dent loan system. 

The President will speak at the University of New Orleans 
Health and Physical Education center at 1 PM COT to an audience 
of s~udentsl teachers and community members. Prior to the 
speech, the President will discuss his National service 
legislation with a group of students at the Sen Franklin High 
School in·new Orleans. 

Attached are fact sheets Qutlining the legislation. 

### 

-




April 30, 1993 

NATIONAL SERVICE INITIATIVE 

The national service initiatiVe is innovative public policy 
founded on traditional Aneriean valUes. The initiative will build 
the American community through a domestic Peace corps that brings 
Americans together to tackle pressing problems. It will offer 
e~ucational opportunitL by providing educational awards to 
h~ndreds of thollsands of Anericans who serve our country; and by 
overhauling the student loan system, to offer EXCEL Accounts and 
l~.~;·.·'2!r ii,~9'!:'~~t: rates. The initiative will demand Q§rsonal 
.res12on$ibilit~ by requiring Americans who borrow to t"epar their 
loans in :one of two ways -- either through service or through 
repayment plans that make it tougher to default. In all this, the 
Act will reinvent governreent -- to unleash the initiative of the 
American people. 

The President's initiative has three basic co~ponents: 

• 	 The Nationa1 service Trust, which will establish an 
innovative, entrepreneurial Corporation for National Service 
to offer Americans educational awards in return for vital 
service to our country. The corporation is designed to cut 
waste and promote excellence in government, encourage 
locally driven initiatives, create flexibility for students, 
and foster competition among programs. 

• 	 EXCEL Accounts, which will offer all borrowers income 
contingent repayment plans. The new income contingent 
repayment plan will allow borrowers to spread their loan 
payments over a long period of time, reduce defaults, and 
encourage students to take lower-paying community se~vice 
jobs. ~ , 

• 	 One-Stop Direct student Loans, which will save taxpayers 
billions of dollars in bank subsidies and defaults by 
replacing private capital with Federal borrowing. Students 
will receive some of the savings in reduced interest rates 
and a streamlined 1I0ne stoplf loan delivery system~ 



THE NA~IONAL SERVICE ~RUST 

The;National Service initiative will offer an educational 
award to. Americans who do vital work in one of four priority 
areas: education, human services, environment and public safety.
In addition to the trust, the initiative will support a variety 
of other programs to develop citizenship among all Americans, 
ranging from elementary school "service-learning" projects to 
older American volunteer programs. 

1. DIVERSE AND WIDE PARTICIPA~ION. The National Service 
initiative will offer Americans 17 or older opportunities to 
serve our country before or after college. While 
contributing millions of hours of service, National Service 
Trust par~icipants will learn an ethic of civic 
responsibility. And while communities will recruit, select 
and place volunteers, a nationwide public awareness campaign 
will build a common identity for programs, disseminate 
information widely through college and high school placement 
offices, and help place a leader oorps of participants 
across the country.

I
2. EDUCATIONAL AWARD WITS DIFFERERT USES. The program will 
provide those who conplete a year of service with a $5,000 
award for college, graduate school or job training~ In 
addltion, participan~s in general will receive a roughly 
minimum wage stipend, and health and child care, if 
neces'sary. 

3. PRESSING COMHUNITX NEEDS~ National service means 
educating children, helping immunize infants, fighting 
crime, and stopping pollution. Within the broad priority 
areas, communities will be able to deSign programs that meet 
their own unmet needs. Programs will be designed in ways 
best suited to local needs, and range from specialized 
service programs with in-college training and individualized 
placements; to youth corps offering disadvantaged young 
people a second chance while they perform invaluable 
service; to community corps that bring together the young 
and the old of all economic and racial backgrounds. 

4. REINVENTING GOVERNMENT. The Commission on National and 
Community service and ACTION will be combined in a single 
government Corporation for National Service. To promote 
excellence, the corporation will be governed by a bipartisan 
Board. ,offer pay-for-performance to its employees, and raise 
privat~ funds for the Trust. In addition, the Corporation 
will establish quality guidelines for all programs. Programs 
the~selves must also set measurable goals and demonstrate 
success in order to receive continued funding. Within these 
bounds} local programs will have flexibility to design the 
best ways to meet their goals. In all instances, no program 
will be guaranteed funding; all will have to compete for 
fundin9._ 



I 

5. PARTNERSHIPS. Programs will match federal assistance with 
private or other support. State commissions composed of 
local representatives appointed by governors will work hand 
in hand with the national Corporation to support service. 

EXCEL ACCOUNTS 

The Clinton Administration will make repayment easier and 
encourage national and community service through EXCEL Accounts. 
All students will have the opportunity to repay as a percentage 
of their ,income over time. The EXCEL Account will make such 
"income-contingent" loans available for the first time. The 
EXCEL Account offers students offers Americans the chance to 
inves~ in their education and training and to pay back their 
loans as they start to reap the benefits., 

, 
1. FLEXIBLE AND UNIVERSAL LOANS: The EXCEL Account makes 
college and training accessible to all students, and to 
allow students the maximum flexibility in paying back their 
loans. 

I 
2. ENDING CRUSHING DEBT FOR YOUNG PEOPLE STARTING THEIR 
CAREERS: Currently our education system often makes young 
people pay large amounts of debt just at the moment when 
young people have their lowest earning potential and the 
hardest time finding jobs. The EXCEL Account allows a young 
person the ability to pay a set percentage of income, so 
that repayment is proportionate to income * 

3. ENCOURAGE NATIONAL SERV7CE: Too many of our young people 
are discouraged from taking lower paying jobs as teachers or 
police officers because they face large fixed monthly 
payments. The EXCEL Accounts will encourage national and 
conmuryity service by ensuring that young people will not 
have to pay an exceptionally high percentage of their income 
simply because they have chosen jobs where their service to 
their communities exceeds the size of their paychecks. The 
EXCEL Account will, for example, make it far easier for a 
recent medical school graduate -- who normally would have 
high fixed monthly loans -- to spend a few years serving 
lower-income communities without facing a crushi~g debt 
burden~ 

4. ENCOURAGE ENTREPRENEURSHIP; Our current loan system can 
discourage entrepreneurial behavior. Where a young person 
out of school faces fixed student loan costs, that creates a 
disincentive to take high risKs -- like entrepreneurial 
activity -- where a person may make little money in the 
short-term in pursuit of larger rewards in the future. 
Allowing repayments based on income eliminates these 
disincentives to take risk. 

(, 
5~ LOWER OEFAULT RATES: Because EXCEL Accounts will 
determine loan payments on the basis of IRS verified 
incomes, they will dramatically reduce default rates by 
ensuring that anyone who works pays, and by not forcing 

I 



borrowers into default simply because they experience a 
period of unemployment. 

ONE-STOP DIRECT STUDENT LOANS 

This initiative -- the Student Loan Reform Act of 1993 --proposes 
important reforms in the student loan system, which will provide 
one-stop shoppinq for student loans, reduce borrowing costs for 
students, and save taxpayers billions of dollars~ 

, 

1. pSING FEDERAL CAPITAL: Because the federal government 
can bar'cow money at a lc~;ar interest rate than can the 
private sector, using federal capital saves taxpayers 
billIons of dollars in high SUbsidies to banks and other 
private lenders. 

2~ SAVINGS: The Congressional Budget Office, the General 
Accounting Office, and the Department of Education have all 
found that direct lending will save billions of dollars over 
the next four years. even after transition costs. Students 
will benefit from these savings in the farm of reduced 
interest rates. 

3. FLEXIBLE R£PAYMeNT OPTIONS: students will have a 
variety of flexible repayment options designed to· ease 
repayment I avoid defaults and encourage community service, 
including the new EXCEL Accounts, which will provide the 
opportunity for students to repay loans as a percentage of 
income over time. 

4. STREAMLINED DELIVERY: Direct lending simplifies the 
current complicated maze of financial aid for students and 
parents by cutting down on the number of middlemen and 
procedures in the current system. Most students will 
receive all of their financial assistance through one stop 
at existing college financial aid offices. 

5. INSTITUTIONS AS ORIGINATORS, Willing and able 
institutions will make (or "originate") loans directly to 
students on campus I and will receive a fee for providing 
this service. No school f however r will be forced to 
origir.ate loans. Institutions that do not orlginate loans 
will be provided the services of alternative originators,
selected and paid for by the Department of Education. No 
institutions will service or collect these student loans. 

6. THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION'S ROLE: The Department of 
Education will oversee an orderly transition to the new 
system and monitor the new program. The Department is 
already 

t 

working on several initiatives, including the 
development of a National Student Loan Data System, to 
improve its oversight capabilities and ensure a smooth 
transition to direct lending. The Department will contract 
with public or private entities, on a fee-for-service basis. 
to prov.ide alternative. origination and to service and 
collect loans. 



House last fan calling for a $2:500 c!!i!in~ Oll NlIcUtlUll ~\'ing~ 
aooourus. 

But as lhe week wort on, a $tlC<:.Cssion of tight:' crupleu <11\ tli .. 
Senate floor when Dtmocrats IInemrtl!d 10 tr;;~ li1e kgl:,llltlllil iU ;\ 
billboard for their own education iniliati\'e,~ and RCl'llhlicml"4 
oountered with their favorite idea:;:, 

By the time the bill neared ~ge Thunodar night PU1Rllml>creJ 
Democrats had lost every major fight and tht' fmal YL'I':,IPIl 

inootpotated almost every GOP provision Clinton opp!J~e~ 
Senate Minoril)' Leadet 1nomas Daschle. D-S.O., acknowloo~!jd the 

bill had encouraged election-year posturinP' on boIl: sidl!:!', 
And he lamented the bipartisanship that \l.;;ed to be II Senate 

hallmark on eaooation issues liAd broken down. "Scnl1rocnl bll~ 
clearly changed, It he said" This is a vastly dinCT<!11l hil1lhlln Whul 
RepubUcans said they waniCd when Coverdcll's btl! call1e 10 the floor. 
Now thty want to abolish !he Department ofEducation's role in 
elementary and seoondary education and abolish {natictlltll} 1~'4int<." 

The changes were significant enough thai four of sewn rh.'ffioCraIS 
who initiaUy supported the COV«dclt ~ax bill indicated Thursday they 
would op~ it And the chiefDemocratic -co-sptm.<:or. New Jer~y'~ 
Robert ioni<;elli. said he would OPPO:>(" the bill if Hou:-IC and S~lIal~ 
conferees retained a GOP runendment thaI eliminates a nw\!Pcr ..f 
federal programs for public schools. 

In addition to the underlying tux break. which 11K" pr>!siool1 chru g\!d 
would skew ta,.; relief toward affiuenl famili<ols with childr\!11 ill pri\'uh: 
schools. the hill includes an outright ban on loocrai ~~ndillg I(>! 
uniform national math nnd reading teSI$, And}1 would ~uJlplam :>t'llH,~ 
20 federal aid programs for puhlic schools with block gr.HlI" II' :I!al>!~ 
or local school districts. . ,

Repubbcans also sank the D.enlocra!s' efforts tn, 
Hire 100,000 new teachers to eUSle crowding tn Cln..~li, Clinton 

hoped to use $7,3 biHion from n proposed new cigarette tn:.: tn br:lp 
Iooal schools pay fOf this. ! 

Expand aftet~scbool programs to help latch-key kids. Thio; .....nuld 
have cost 1250 million over fi~e vears. 

Provide subsidies to cash-pOOr-school dislricts 10 pay tOr new 
construc(ion or rehabilitation Ofdilapidated building~, Tlri~ w!lulJ 
hove oos:t $10 billion o ...er 10 years 1i) cover the m!\.'re$1 "1\ m~l!u::y 
bOtrOWed to po~' for the construction and repairs, 

About the only DemOCrnlic ~endnren1 that Slln'!VOO WU~.'l pnlj'lOs:l: 
by Sen, JcffBingnma.'1. D.N,~., to expand :\Coonl drQ{\<'rll! 1)JC\'cutilm 
prognuns, . 

Sen. stade Gorton, R~Wash., spoo..~ of the hkx;.gralll al1H!mlment, 
insisted local authorities and parents" know more alxm! whol their 
4hildren's educational needs ~ Ullm any p~rsoo in Wilshinglllll," His 
proposal would lump some $52 billion over five ;reGr:; (nIP n single 
grant to local schools, 

Democrats argued there woJJd be ., no accoumnbilitv f0r the: Il\l>n~V" 
and the federal goverrunent w~uld end up being IJ "lA' colk'Clor" ,;,.r 
local school boards which !$cl:ed the courage to mise Ul<:ir llwn la~~ 
to pay for schools, " 

Sen. Edward Kennedy. D-Mass., complained the supplan!ed 
programs including drug~free' schools, bilingual education and 
training for math and $Cience teachers reflected national priorities 
local schools could ignore. The scrapped progroms a!S!.l {lft': desiFJled 
to enrich educational opportruljtics for low-income and disadvantaged 
childn:n and to encourage local !!clwols to set higher academic p:ools, 

The ban on national testing standerds, sponsored by l'icn John 
Ashcroft, R~Mo .• wonk! undo 'a bipartis.m compromi$C reached last 
year that flUthorized on ()ut."i~ panel of education expert!! t<" develop n 
uniform tcsL The aim was (o@iveparents. cducatQ!S and children.o 
common yiU'dstick with wb!ch'to measure scholastic achicvem~m lind 
proVide 8 basis ofcomparison with other schools:. 

BlII Ashcroft caUed unifonn testing "a federal power prah" to mnve 
(;;()lltrol away from parents and local schools to the riational 
1J,Qw:rnment. "It doesn't take.an expert,.II) know that when youdicltlte 
a t.c:sl, you dictAte the curriculum.," he said 

Kennedy retorted 'a standard ~evement LeSt would'; give parents 
and schools tit effective way to improve education and \(1 chsrtlhe 
progress they arc making, Every student, parent Bnd schuo] ~lUld 
_6t" 

Ayear "ler, PaweD .IY. AlIiaItee- for Youth bas: prombln= future 
By Steve GoIdrtelo Knight Ridder Newsp.n (KRT) 

WASHINGTON One year after the preside.llia! l'iUnunil that 
iauncba1 the aw*(o--youth fOlUldation he nov.' heads, reli~ t l.S. Antly 
Gen, Colin L Powell said that the organization mily COllt\!lJ.W 
opeffltions well beyond its plalmed termination date of21'(111 

He left -open !be qne!'tion of whethci he ""'Quid continue 
<I(the group. called America':i Promise: The Allia.'1Ce for Youth, 

"If we have successfullr inserted America's Promise and the red 
wagon (die organizution's'loiO) in(o the oonsciousness of the country 
111 M\lrte way, it's nO! dear YOlljust want 10 walk away from that," 
Powell said in an inter\'iew, 

The former cbainnan ofthe Joint Chiefs ofStaff mSiSled that a 
.. dl:adly serious etlbrt~ to improve the lives of millions of 
disad\'anlaged young people was progressing and gaining momentum, 

Ballyhooed and blessed by die \l.'hite House. the Presidents' Summil 
l~lT America's Future in Philadelphia last April fcatured President 
C!in:"n and three ex·presidents octing as cheerleaders for a 
nationwide effi,rt ID spur v()iuntcerism and progrums for youth, 

Tho;: slated nUssion was to connea at least 2 million disadvantaged 
young people with five basic resources by 2000: an ongoing 
relatIonship with a mentnring adult; safe places and structured 
acth'ities where they can leam and grow during non-school hours; a 
healthy start~ a marketable skill, and an opportwUly to give back 
through public service. 

To accomplish trus ~;oal. corporations pledging fmaneUli 
commitments are matched wilb not~for·profil orgtltUUtions or 
{l(lvemment entities to provide assistance in one of the resourre areas 

, We thin1.: the results have been outstanding, @iven the level of 
l:oet"KV released luto communities ru-otmrl. these goals," said Robert K 
(1l.lOuwin, head of the Points ofLlgtit Foundation and a charter 
member oflhe board of directors ofAmerica's Promise, 

A" P{lwell prepares 10 -deliver A one-year status: report Monday fit the 
\) S. Conference of Mayors meeting In Chicago; he can poim to nearly 
350 eorpornte and nonprofit commitments including a recent pledge 
or'S2 million by liniled Parcel Service to be shared by five nonprofi\ 
orf!anizations and scores of state, city and community summits staged 
to mobilize local efforts. 

On Saturday. Kansas City will host the- 90th community swrunit held 
fhus tar. in addition to the 16 state SWMlits already staged. 

But some oorpor:ate donations have been criticized as mere 
realloetllions of charitable OOlllributions from other recipients. TIn: 
organization is also under in<:reasing pressure to confinn that the 
donated resources are reaching the intended young beneficiaries. 

Moreover. urban studies speclfllist 10n VanTil said there is: some 
,iealousy in the nonprofit community 0 feeling that summits come and 
p.o, while they ate. in it for the long hAUL 

'"Maybe the best dung is to have this energizing social movemenl as 
a temporary activity, one thn! brought this issues to peoples' attention," 
,J(.ijid Van Til. woo directs the Citizenship and Service Education 
Program tit Rntgers University in Camden, N,J .. , It hAsn't shown that 
it :!hould be turned into a permanent, burenucratic organization to lead 
I,l~ mlo!he 21st cennu:y." 

Paul Clolery, editor <>fThe NonProfil Times, which covers the 
nonprofit sector, is more blunt 

"ifthey don't sunset mlwo years," he said, "the gloves are going to 
come off and irs going to get ualy," 

Pet\!! A. GaUngher. president and CEO of America':! Promise, saw 
·tha! if the organization is achieving its goals, "I don't mink the lights 
will he turned off." 

Sipping a lemonade plucked from a red wogon laden with soft 
drinks, po,,"'Cll said he believed they have proved the summit was 
more than a media event. 

., 'This is a Wy serious effort wilh a deadly serious purpose and 
people are hard at work at iI," he said. "fro pleased at how the 
nonprofit world hes responded. rm pleased that our corporate 
sponsors have perfonned and are still ooming on board. ... 

Powell admitted to a rocky start. with three chief executive officers 
in the first three months, but said they now have a "functioning" 
organizatiQll America's Promise bud a $6 million operating budget 
last year. and c:~ to spend slightly more this year. 

Powell was dismissive of the charge that some corporations were 
men::ly shufflm.8 funds:from one do-good l'IC(;()unl to another, 

, , Ifa oorporntion says they get moTe bang from their buck by 
moving RlSOUrCCS to America's Promise and they are giving less to 
:rome art museum, my heart is not broken," said Powell. 

Yet Goodwin conceded thlit ~ were only a "few" ~ thaI 
have $Uhstantiully increased the Ic:vel offmancial support' 'for issues 
related to the empowerment ofyoung people," 

What's 'n;ort. officials at se~ nonprofits say that America's 
Promise must have some way of tracking the deliver)' ofcomnlltments. 

'·Instead offoousing on the outcomc, Ameriea'$ Prormse should 
({lCU." on what steps oommitment makers have taken to follow through 
on !heir commitments," said Nick BoUman, otK:hainnan ofthe 
Grantmaken Forum on National Community Service. 
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.. Nol only does he hove no support among the political tOrces, he 

V~~"~;~;:I=K1~ri~YeDkO 10 B«o~e Prime Minider ur Runi~ B~- ho~ none: among either the fuumcial clans or the regional ~lites,~ TeJen 
Cb:ielilo Tribuhe! Knj~ht Ridd~rn'rih\lnc SlJid.. "He is too dependent on the president, which make~ him 

Rudeen New. \1.1naubJ.; _. to coWlleratulcks b\' the influential foo;-,es in'Russia -- the· 
MOSCOW--Apr. 24..A month AgO. after Ptesiu;!U! Bnri~ Ydl.~hl r.:gional elites, reprcstniativcs ai-natura! monopolies, Ibc'otigarchies 

nominated him to be Russin's oc:.."( pome mini:;tcr. S<!fpd Kirin.'1ll;p <lito. tllhers." I 
walked around bUS.eyed and tridd:Y. OC<.Xmlpanyiog Y dlsin in 1)11: halt" Kiriyenko appears lmpcrtUtbed. He knows regional POlitics bener 
ofpower like !l; nephClA' on his fust day at the family tim,. than man\' polillciart<; \\-'ho bave never lived outside ofMkw. His 

Some ~ussians snickt:red at his bookish face. "The ScLt:oti ..t" the\' time: as: ~ergy minister exposed rum to the dealings and futrigues of 
called him. just as Americans might say •.. The Nl!rd," 'the leading fmnncial powers. He also understands that if I person hils.. 

TIle wisecracks, though: have dried up, and Kiriyenko ha~ 10111 Ihot only one polilical backer in Russia, he could do no better than Boris 
wide-.eyed look. On friday, apparently whelher the lower hou'll.: ,It' Yellsin.· I 
patltamcntlikes it or oot. the 35-year-old Kiriyenkn wi:! hci.:<!fl11.! Si.l taL Kinvenko has shovm a thick skin, \\'hen reports surfaced that 
prime minister of the Russian F¢deratimL he was c()nn~led 10 the Church ()fScientology, which mJnv in Russia 

That caps not only a meteoric rise for Kiriyenko, hUI also ct>uld mark ,~ as a aUt Clf1he devil. Kiriyenko shrugged them off as ~ April 
9 ~ point in the relentlCS$ war of wills OelWl;!eI1 Yell5in mld Inc Fool'$ joke, The reports Wefe later dismissed. most notnbly 00 
eot:n.mUnist-dommatea. lower house, the last vesiiBe oflhe oJJ order in Wednesday by two Duma committees asked In investigatc the 
the former Soviet Union. At issue ill the relative powers. (If the llCCU.'>lltions. I 
president and lawmakers m the struggling new fit-and·stmt uenwcrocy , Such poise. und rull oommand of policy, have impressed the same 
in Russin. federal deputies \\110 voted IlSUlnst him, At ooe session ~fOTe Ore 

Beyond their own roles, the Sll"Uggle over Kiriyenko alSll hi~hlighlcd Duma, dwlng which Kiriycnko spoke- more autlloritatively and clearly 
strong disagreement between Yeltsin and communi~t legislators over than predecessor Vil.:tor Chemomyrdin c\'er had, a deputY told the 
the future direction of free·marl::et retonns in the m:w Russitt young. man, "The impression is that you have an answer fm every 

Cool, srrntrt and tougher than anyone except \hose wb,! know h!!tt tlues!ion,~ i 
expected, Kiriyenko has WOO over JXllitical and busine....." l!:wjt.'TS <1$ IIonly tha;: 'were the CB5e. KiriyenkQ kIlo'~'s: that he is inheriting an 
weU 4.<1. sizable- chunk rutile RUSSian peopk, ,Whether he lUll! ~\\ll camomy in a mess, pMdy because Russin fails to rein in its spending, 
over ¢DOUgh votes to be coo.firmc.d by the Duma, a..; the Il'w(f btlll:'>l! i1< pmtly because it falls to collect taxes. p~ly because the ~ldwide 
called, is another issU<! drop in (>it prices and fallout from the Asinn financial criSis are 

The 4SO-seat Duma has twice reJecfed Kiriyenkn's ct\lldiJ(4:~ 4) leru.: . ' hleeding red onto !.hit nallon's balance sheets. How 10 payl off back 
a goverrunent to replace lhe one: tired by Yeltsin on Man:;h 2;1, 11' the wages lllId pens:io~ has no eaS)' answers, . f 
deputies reject him again Friday, the Duma will h.: di~!}lvcd aud !it:W In discussing economic policy. Kmyenko has implicitly criticized 
parliamentary elections will be scheduled_ some of the privuttuUlon efforts of the lasl few years in RUssia, during 

Yeltsin has: vowed to then name Kiriymo premier anyv.'ay, /l!\ In\! which ml}te properties were sold off for mere pittances, the proceeds 

t993 constitution allows. were used to fund curren! goverrunent expenditur~ and ~ few . 


Given iliAt scenario. analysts think Kiriy!enko may well squeak r.y, hankers and industnabsts built up empires of wea11h and'political 
e:specially ifFriday's vote is in 5e(;ret and the deputies can hide their power I 
ehoice from fac!ion l~ The Duma as a. wholi doe... nn! wall! tIl ., ~\' extremes aredangetous." he said, "The main thesis here is , . 
hand over what little power it bas to Ydtsin. evc!n temporarily. a strung state and a ;>treng government. The sate has Jots of 
Individual members also do not want to risk losiJl,l! \heir :«i)J.jO aoo Ih~ possihilitie-<; and levers, and we should nor disumee ou.rselves from the 
perquisites that (!O with them, ~momy I 

Ycltsin on Thw-sduy mel with the Duma spcak.:r und hh cOtUlh:rpm1 "At (.I ~in SUlSC we got carried away with the thesis that in 4 

in the parliament's upper house, whioh plays no role in the vote t"lm market economy there is nothing the state s.hould do, that the market 
bas Officially urged the Duma fO a-ppmve Kiriyenko. The pn:~idel';1 will regulate everything itself.'· . I 
also telephoned Communist leAder Gemady ZyugoolOv Ii' lohby til[ hiS Still, Kiriyenko bas shO\\ll no desire to return to the state-dominated 
young nominee, hut leftists continued to predict that Kiriy~tikfl 'Will be policies demanded by the Left. And in meetings this week with U.S. 
defeated. officials, he reiterated Ihe Kremlin's pledge that Russia Jouid remain 
Ifthat happens,. even mOS1 critics ofthe Kinyenko clwlC< till It<; CWTel11 free..marktt path. I 

acknowledge, it win not be any1hing personal. The Dum.. j~ usin~ the Kiriyenko's frankness in acknowledging the ~t's failures 
Kiriyenko nomination to stm'ld up to Yellstn and dt':ffillfld chrmgcs ill ha'> won over many Russians. even those who say that what the Duma 
bis economic policies and the comprultion of his it0venUllel\! _. t\\l~ \)f Kiriyenko or Yeltsin does has no impacl on their hveI Though 
demands that both Yeltsin and Kiriyenko say the;' re~ to he~ Kiriyenko still scores poorly in polls asking who would make a good 

"I will not accept these: terms," Kiriyenko said after )Ilsinl\t his pnllli': minister, the lotest surveys show that fully half of all Russians 
second confumation v~c last week. "I will not ask anyone for think the Duma should approve him lIS premier. I 
anything. I will not guarantee anybody any jobs in govenunent Beyond the eo:.onomic und politicol battles, Kiriyenko elso pledges to 
"It is possible that I will not be elected." he addl!d, "But it i~ address the public'sdisillusionmeut wilh government I 

impossible to break: tM~ ., You can describe this as amoral <:tisis wben people bave no 
It is that kind ofpetfonnance by KiriycnkQ ~~ rersely Sf'<tlking: hi!\ confidence, when people do not understand what \he go~ernment is 

mind and standing IDS ground •• that hIlS impressed many RU"~aJH, doing and why," he said, "There is tmly one way of $t)1~ tiUs•He also has shown II command ofee.ononuc prillciples COUplLoJ with il problem: Everythmg the government does should be transparent. 
human touch, living up 10 his repul8tion as II leader quick nil thlil: explainahle and done with & sense ofresponsibility," I 
uptake and able to work well with people. He has treated the DWlia That mission will COlltinue: fOf Kiriyenko after Frida.\'. the only 
with reSpect but not obsequiousness. He has been open with t.bl: question now appears. to be whether he will move on ~iih the Duma's 

media. .•ap.p••ro••V_a.l.,_or••W_i.th._O.U.'_'"••Y_D.un". al aiL ' I."11e bas displayed himself as erudite. as an,expert in IXlOnomics, n:;: 
a person who knows bow to reach compromises with differenl 
political forces." said Ludmilla T etcu •.a politic!UoollJyst and deputy Educatiou bill product of partW!lJ bickering, promptiag prombe 
editor oftbe Moseow News, "But it's still a question whether ~ of a veto By D.~Hen Knight Ridder New.papen'(KIlT) 
qualities are sufllcient for someone to become prime mini~er, 1 don't .. WASHINGTON 'What began as. mi.ld debate over a'new 
think they are. ~ educattoo tax break became • raging dispute over federAl aid to 

For Telen IQld many others.. Kiriyenko's flaw is: what Yt:ll~n schools as the Senate prepared to pass edueauoo legislation Thursday 
trumpets as IDS strength: He lS liO politicaJ animal. evening that featured controversial Republican initiatim. 

Kiriyenko is a manager, one whO' showed administrlltive tnlent while Even before the vOte, the bill drew a promise of a vero from 
running a bank and then un oil company in Nizhny Novgtlmd, mit: President Clinton. J . 
who joined !he federal government only a year ago hut quickly \Hln The underlying bill was a modest proposal by Sen. Paul Coverdell, 
praise as a deputy nuni$ter II'Uld then miniSier of fud and alcrgy: ' R-Ga .. to permit families to set up special education saJings accounlS 

He is not supported by any factIon in the Duma. nnd whl,.'1\ a,,\>t:d lUI' children to help fmlU'lce education from kmderg~ through high 
whose man be is. he replies simply: Boris Yeltsin',\. ~hool in public and private ~Is, Panmts could savJ up to $2,000 

Deputies and lDany political observers. say this CQnde1t~II" Kiriycnl.:o ~ year per child and the interest earned would be taX·frie. 
to failure. Coverdell's bill is virtuaily identical to a measure ~ by the 

,, , 
, 



~eligious gr~ups play \ 	 ' 

bIgger AmerlCorps role After veto Clinton vows to try 

Agency begins fifth year ofhelping students, towns •• 19'99 t t' UN ,fun'...I;...,
-'---=:---~=~---,-_ alSQ helped immigrants leam)~tlgtl~h.· agam ~ 0 ge ,.. u:s 
~~'Nilham The Nalional CoundlofChurches (NCC) - -.. - . - '- __ _ . 

TOtITU<f Ecumenical Program for Urban Service ASSQClATEJ)PRESS' " tion~ 'knowing full well J would do 00," Mr, . ~"l!'"" 

AmeriCorps opens: its fifth year of na- has beeoo primary outlet to reJigklUs aBen· President Cllntoitisoffering towurk with Clinton said.', 	 I 
tional volunteer service today, markiml the cies. 'l'bis year, it will coordinnte about the next Cort8l'f$$ on -drafting an "achle- Even so. the United States managed to• involvement or 100,000 college students S,600AmeriC()rpswlunteern atS,OOOsites. vable pac;;1rnge" to pay about $J billion in narrowly avoid the loss of its General,As- i 


~ who increasingly do their eommunity wwk The locations are churches, sy~ogues back US. dues to the United Nations. He sembly voting rights by making a last- ' 

via religious agencies. . am! mosques. said Cbarles Rawlmgs. the said he had no choiee but to veto- a biJIlhat minute payment stitched together with 


The religion-related segment under the NCC's diredor of \Irban programs. "We linked the payments with abortion restf'il,.'" money mOiled from other accounts. 


i 
~ 
 Ccrpnrntion for National Service, a Peace started as a small program with a grant?f tiorut The United States-madea payment or$50 


Cm;Pslike agency ~gun in President Clin- 5400.000," he said,. "!'l0lt! we have grants 111 But c:ong~onal ~ervatives pled~ million, Congress included an additional
• 
 (1)11 s firstte~, has reached 8 pen,::ent of all the area uf $3.2 mlilton, _ t? continue their campalgn tor the restrlC~ $191 minion ioseparnte legislallon fhr 1998 
volunteers smce 1994, All such programs mllst lI'sy their own lions. U.N accounts Tbat along with IInother 
.. Af:teriCorvs ~mc~1s said thl'll secmr ~ bills, ~d then ri1e,f~ reimbursement from "This member deeply. regrets ~at the already-aPPfQpriated $100 million. should 
raPidlyexpandlOg. AmenCorps, pat1!Ctpants said. president or the United SUites fntsjeopard- the US \lOre io- the J8S,memoor'as-

The AmeriCorps budget also hIlS grown. The Nee projec:tawards on1y the rollege b:edAmeriea'sfo:reig:lI-policy leadership by ::blY; 11 N~fficia1s said.. ' 
.t;! 	 Congress gave it 5438_'> million foe next voucher. Thc'Jiving expense of an ~oing this legislatIon." said Rep. Doug , :.' 


year, on 118 millioo increase wer 1998. 'AmeriCQtPs wlunteeris coveted by the re- Bereuter, Nebrnska Republican. II} addit~ to the 199~ bills, the United 
 Ii' 

"We got into AmeriCurp$ as soon as we ligioosgroup~" He mUd Mr. Clintnn vetoed the bill be. N.at.lOn~ estunates Washmgttm owe.'; $1,3 
could" said Jehn Stoesz of the Greater Dal- "While .some ool1ege students, are rrnm c.ause "he appaTel'ltly believes tbat US, tID{ blllrnn In arrent'S, Ii r las cOmmunity of ChUtth, "\bIunteers we midttle-class families and go to cxperuaye dollars mould be used by foreign Mflgov- The patchwork rmancll'll(: arrangement 
get from churches arc very dedicate? but !lfli'IICl'Sitics..others lU"C minorities attend· e.r~enta1 organizatiuns to lObby fur abor- was worked out la,st week In negotiations:
they nre not there every day and every mg cl;lmmumty col1ege$ - and they benefit twn. between congresswnal Republk4tns and 
W\le.k.". • Greatly fl"M.'lthe\lOu~he,! pa:rti;ipants said. Meanwhile, Mr. Clinton Y,Csterdny signed 'Iteasury Deparlment offiCials. largely In 

Smce the rnrtiollal agency opened In The chureh touncil tnes to target need- the CharterScltooI ExpanSion Act to speed an etrort to blunt the impact I)f !lIe long' 
1994, the Dallas ccalition of 300 churches ful populalions." As a result, 30 percent.of tM development of high-quality ehmer anticipated Vett!. 
has had about SO of AmeriCof1)S' full-time the AmeriCorps awards go to wo~k Wt~ s<:hools. The law authorizes up 10 $100 mil- . . , , 
eollege s:udents assisting its community blacks and 30 percent to assist fhspamc lion a year over the next five years fot the Mr, CbnWns veto - of a btU authorlZlOg 
work annually. ccuccrns. 'I"lw rest goes to genernl wnrk by plann!ngandexpansiun ufcharter schools, State ,DetXlrtme!':t p~s :- was 1~ 

AtneriCorps giws the students fa 1h-ing volunteer ~ligious agencies, Mr, Rawlings Also yesterday. the father of a New J(tr'< 13tesl m,"lnllmen~ It! his ba~e WJth congresw 

stipend, of which groups like the C6mmu· said, . , sey woman !tilled in fa. terrorist bombing Sional co,uservatlves, and It caught no one 
nity ofChureh must provide 15 pereent. None of the parllcipants reported diS- says the war on teITQrl3m suffered a set- by surprise. 

Students also get a $4,725 voucher to pay putes over the church· state msue uf fedt1:ral. back wben Mr, Clinton "u}lified legislation At the heart of the dispute is an nmend- -I- 
college costs. A ~tudent may serve in money beiOfj: d!Spensed thrvugh a raitb- inte.llded tQ help his family collect damages ment by Rep, Christopher H. Smith. New I T
AmeriC{II'pS a maximum of two years. based urgamzatJoll" . agmnst Iran, Steph~ F1~tow, whoscd8~- Jersey Republican. that would. har using 

A strength of such programs, Mr. Stoesl Sister Schnebe.r.said thatwhile th~ ~er A1isa. 20, w~ kllled to a 1995 bombing any U.S, money to SUpport interrmtionai 
said, is that a funded core of volunteers· (lpernte out of a rehglOus college. there IS In the Gaza Stnp, critici:.ed Mr. Clinton'S family planning organizations that seck 
inSplres mure temporaty volunt~eriSm and nothing sectarian to the work. "I pray a lot w.aiver Wt1:dnesday of a provision in the changes in their countries' abortion poli. ~ 
increases community donations, "We can for the 'ViJIunteers," she said,. budget taw that would allow o.S. victims of cies.' .. I ~' 
raise money locally when we h:M'l a good In Dallas. Mr. StoeSl said a picture -of terrorism to make claims against the guilty I hls WtQ ·'message to f'.ongl""'SS Mr 
program," he said. Jesus may hang on a ehurch wall where country's embassies ;and other property; . . n. '" ' ... 

The Sisters of Notre Dame were en volunteers rornluct II program, but nt'I ~ne In the.U.N. dues dispUte, Mr, Clinton ve. C1mtoll SAId current law already prohl~lts 
AmeriOJrps site fr-om the beginnlng.as IS teaching Sunday school. "We're not gtrIng . toed legislation to provide S926 ullmon in the use of federal fund~ to pay for tI~rtl:m 
well amiintheDistrictthesistersfor(hree 10 take the plcturetWwo," he said, delinquent payments, insisting tlte un~ {lb~ {lnd fo~ lobbymg on abortum IS-year;. have operated a semce project out of Simil{lrly, the Nee work ib!lows a well· related abortion restriction left· him no sues. 
lrinity College in Northeast established I)<lttern in which cltvreh agen- choice. "This bill would go beyond those limits:' 

"'We've nevel"ma1ieany appeal for people (:j~s receiving government lOOney neutral- "J've made it clear many times that I will he said. by denying U.S. support to nOI)
in the parishes to help us," SlIul Sister ire the religious setting of the work. veto such pl"OVisions- Congress sent me the governmental otQanizattons that use their 
Joanne Schneberger. "The Arnerieurps "We police it very carefully." Mr. Rawl~ bill to fund OUI" arrears to (he United Haw own funds wperform .abortions, he said. 
vohmteers are jmt great young people." lugs said. Stili, he said, religious groups In " 

iIer J2 volunteers each year have helped parmersh1rl with Government (undinG "is 11 

Dis1riel residents cumplele GED tests, and good adjustment in American culture:' 


~ 

http:beginnlng.as
http:critici:.ed
http:percent.of
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;;	Mudders not ~d to take low road 
to Willner's crrcle lI!_high-stakes race 
Bv Ul Tror.a \ can:paign:Cor Mr, Sch:uner, raking
ffli~ONnwu A inSl.2mi1lionatnoofu.'1d.ratsers 

- in 1I rutgJe day. 
~ NEW YORK gepublican Sen, 'DIe Clintons and Vice President 

Alfonse M. D'Amato and Demo- AI Gore are expected to appear 
, O <ratic challenger Rep, Charles E. again before !.he Nov, 3 etection. 
~ Schumer are in a dead heat, wag- Moreover, the Democratic Sen~ 
O ingferocjous~rooream. atorilli Campaign Ccmimittee has 

cerned with playing "BOtChll" than pledged almost 52 rnilliOI'l to Mr. a advancing a persO!Jal vision on the Schumer, w.oo is still being out. 
issues. spent on the air and on the ground

Minin!l 	 each other's lengthy by Mr. D'Amato. The latest earn. 
congressional voting ~ords, fOl' palgn financ.e fep(lt't$ show Mr. 

~ . ammunition, eacll candidate is Schwr.et with $13 million in the 
."... using ttaditiQlUf issuf.l$ SUCh as bank and the three-term Repuh, ( R eduCatioll, the environment, abor-- lican set:tliltor with a hefty $6.6 mil•

• tio>n, breast cancer and fQ1'(!:.ign aid !.loti, 	 ' 

iU so many weapons in .a fusillade Mr. D'Am.atu's~ has been 
,..,...,. (1)ttacks to discredit the other. to a."t.aCk his Brooklyn OPJXmetlt 

""-A The year's most expenaiw: Serl.. upsata fur being II dl)'h1'lState city,<1.) ate race now finds tangential :is-" , 
sues - SPeaking fees. Holocaust boy and ~ him downstate 

~ victims;' rlibtS. And itneriibirice -foi his \ICting record. The f?U¢'fWO 
records in Congress _ emerging pWlcb appean to ~ \Wt'ki.ng! flC
as possible not burtoos that oould cording to Lee Miringhof(, dim:.~ sway tlitabla i»ocs ofvuten in this t?r ot~Marist Institute fur l>ub

~ VOlatile state. lie Op~on. 
~ A classic example Df the ca:rn~ He Vle,,!,s the contest~ 5G.cl¢se 

'. " palgn's naSty thatanysrngle~ormJ.ghttiptheo _ tone sulfaced ~.' The Scbumer camp re· 
..L....:I. ~.... la.u.Sunday eefved It setbae); '\II.'hen.8 CO\Irt 
-::; -" wh e 1'1 M t' ruled that a Democnmc-spon· 
'-'" D'Amato. a ~ snred reret~dum On tlH!' future of 

.~
 
: ItJlIn Catholic Md a staUMh sup_ \'3:nkee Stadium -~ to at· 


poner of Je\\'ish cau!eS wbo was tract roote city DemocratiC voters 

itls~rumelltal in fGTCing Swiss ,to the poUs - would !lot be GI'l the 

banks to eo Jewish~. hellot f1~ month. . 
Wm Of the ~peared wilt! Mr. D~ato's ~ early In 

Hoi 	 '. t the eampaIgnropau'lthisllpponent"'0 some, 	 ocaust s;'rvlVors ,. <I as "bopelessly liberal" didn't pay
ralIyut~ofthet:nitedN~~. off, but he has gotten traction to

HeassaUedMt. &hilmer, who u_ 

§ 
~~$h. ~votingagair.::t u.s. P&fI:' cusins on' the r.1any missed wtts 

t', ~ ticipation In ,the Gtitf ~ar 111 1991 Mr. SChumer has accumulated, 
JIIIIIIIIII. ~fnrmissmg.votemC(lngress, "The mess.alft:: is; 'Schumer 
CL) j to make the C4pitt)i Rotunda avail. wanu a promotion. Let's loo~ .at 

able for a Holocaust memorial what he's done so far. I'm doing. 
I; ceremony. he's not. and you wc.uldn't want 

Mr. Schumer find right back, him w,'" said Mr, MiMn&hoff. 
noting Wednesday that both he and Vutually ell the polls eonduclOO 
hilwife 1000~members in the in thelastmontbshowthe tw<Imen~ .. "'". 	 " , • tic.aI dead beat Although 

..... 	Holoeaust ani:! trerating Mr, ma~tbe .... indiCate a one 
,.. D'Amato for reportedly calling "~ . 
...., him a "putzhead" in II private p:nnt difference betwe.m the can·rl'\ ' 1'1 .. ,. '~'.: J--~ ,~_"_ ' didates,.areeenuurveyeonducted

"';J. rnee ....... Wi!",' ..n,""" ~rs m by the Daily News Md WABe.TV 
New York C1tr earlier this week. of likely wters tn:t Mr. D'AmatG 

.... ~. D Amatil "nd for M,r. aln:ad by eight points, with a mar: ..= Seli:umer, a fline..1erm ~ngness· gin of error (If six percentage, 
, '\: man from Brooklyn, Jewish VOters points, 

. ,...., in New \Urk Ci:y aN! crucial to As fCdlOW voters 'View tlUHwty 
....... ~lectirm, In particul~, Mr. SdlU., tone oJ the race, it appean to blL A ~ mer's voting .rtOOrd in Congress _____. 
..., he miSsed rn<Ire than 100 \"Otes on' draJ~g~ both contestants down. A c.;;.. the House tmnlting committee in QumniPlac College survey last 

........ 1998 - has been Mr. D'Ama0's week found that 30 j)UCllnt now
tI) warcry tOr the past week in a new have a faV<lrahle VleW of Mr-. 

. round or searing lelevlslon com.. D'Amaro, down from 37 ~nt 
mercia1s last month, an:i 22 percent \'lew 

Mr. P;Amato is "throwing ev~ ~, Schumerpll8i:ively, compamd 
erything but the kit(:ben sink at W1t.'13() percent last mo-'!tb. 

O 
~ us," said Schumer campaign What effect t'Je WMe Hol,llie 

spokesman Howard Wolfson, add- ~andaJ will have on the c.amp:ugn 
ing that "it's not !UO\~ voter'S. H <5!1Ot~. Mr_ Schumer, one of


O I were an IS-year incumbent at the seruOl: Demoerat~ on the 

. ~gnificantly Ie&$ than SO peroent House .hIdiclary ~ttee, tw 

and two weeks on:: J'd stan lookine said he !a~rs ~ iund of een

-, 	 < -.'  sureofPresl(icntChnton,uutdoes 
fOr a new job after November:' . not favor impeachment. Mr. 

The Democratic camp, s.ensing D'Amato. Milling Mr Clinton still 
that Mr, D'Arnaw'S voting record en;oYSC-OOSiderab1esupponintl1.e 
on abortion i:i Dot widely known stale, hasearefuUy refrained from 
andeouldh1.lt1himintb~srm.has contment ' 

been highlighting the senator's 

pro-life stance. 


, "D' Amato opposes abortion 

rights, even .in ca$fS of rape and 

incest. (Mn if the mother would 

die," maintains Me Schumer TV 

ad. A D'Amaro aJde denied the 

charge, saying the senator had 

voted fur the exemptions lndi
""""-	 . 

The impona.nce of this election 

to Democrats is drnmatieaUy un

derlined by the pant(1e of visiting 

pany stars. President and MrS. 

Clinton have- been here twice to 
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Tllday's d8llatll: Public service 

.- AmeriCorps comes up short 


.. 	 Moc\eled after G,I,"OUR VIEW• 	 Bill, costly pro·
•' gram's scholarships underused. ., 
... When Americorps was created in 1993, its 
- supporters predicted it would do for conumull
: ty volunteerism what a volunteer force does 
_, for:the mililllly ~populari:re national service, 
• What~ more, AmeriCorps' educational
"benefus """ too1ed as • 01 Bill for !he pub
I< lie sector-grants that would tum college into 
: • .<alily for a people wbo otheJwise wouldn't 
-; h:M! a<:c<>s '" higher education" 

..	: Five -" ~_ AmeriCorps ~ making 
: much of the fa<:! that the federal service 00tpS 
: has JUS! .wom in member number 100,1)(}(). 
:' Even better. some ofAmeriCorps.' mostvo
: cal congressional critics have shifted their at· 
: !ention e~owhere, Aller a half-hearted .ttempt 
: to kill off !he program, Congress increased 
: AmeriCorps' annual budget to $436 million. 
': But AmeriGorps still is falling short of its 
: architects' vision. 
: The idea ofcitiun soldi", bas yet to catch 
: fu< with !he public, AmeriCorps memben; du
: tifully perfonn pu!ilic-mvice activities tang
: ing from patt cleanups to tutoring in 1.200 
• communities, :ret the T-shirted brigade is most 
: well known nationally' as !he yoothful back

,,: dnip for White House photo ops, 
: MOl1' importantly, the progrnm bas yet '" 
-: serve as an effective magnet for attracting a 
: n~ breed ofcollege srudent On avernge, omy 
: slightly more !hen half of!he progmm l; gmdu· 

ares use their $4.725 education gmnts. And 
two-thirds of its members already were attend
ing coUege or holding degrees. 

AmeriCorps officials predict the number of 
coUege~bound participanls will increase, since 
the education awards are good for seven yeal-s. 
Even so, when it comes to expanding educa
tional opportunities, AmeriCorps doesn't com· 
pare to the G,L bill model. About SO% of 
World WIJJ n veteraos used the educational 
benefits. though the current use is lower. 

UnfQftllllately, even AmeriC<lll'S' limited 
mission involves substantial costs. Under an 
agreement with Sen. Cbarles Ol>ssiey, R
1-. AmeriCOIP' bas prrunised to cut per
participant costs from a much-critidzed 
$IS,1)(}() in 199610 S15,1)(}() in 1999, 

Plenty of explanations are offered for 
AmeriCorps' problems. Supporters contend 
!he pared-down progrnm approved by Con
gress denied AmerlCorps the chance to be as 
successful as President Clinton envisioned, 

Meanwhile, critics claim that the adminis· 
1Jation has needlessly po1iticized AmeriCorps 
by using its members as clteerleaders for pet 
education and emi:ronmenlal progrnms, 

Both <barges h:M! merit And taken togeth
er, they help explain why AmeriCorps doesn't 
measure up to the military-sernce model it 
was designed to emmate. 

Until it can muster bipanisan suppott and 
national enthuslllsm, AmeriCmps won' fulfill 
its original mission, And the nation will be left 
with an expensive way of combining public 
works and cotlege scholarships, 

, , 
Expand, ANOTHER VIEW •, Ameri· 


'Corps so more can usa funds, 


By Harris Wofford 

SinCe 199<1, more !hen lOO,()()() Ameri-
Cmps members h:M! pledged "to get things 
don. for America" 

They h:M! IllUgllt, tutored and mentored 
more than 2.2 million clilldren; recruited and 
tIained nearly 2 million vollUlteers; helped 
make thousands: of schools and neighborhoods 
safer. and done much more to strengthen our 
nation's hard-pressed comrmmities, 

Together, these AmeriCorps members ~'C 
earned $250 million in education a\Wlrds 
($4,725 for. year ofservice). They h:M! """" 
)'ell!i to use !he~ vouchers '" pll)' for ",Uege,
and almost 7l)% ofAmeriCmps' first graduaI
ing class oIready h:M! used !heir awards. Un
der the current 0.1. Bill. by contrnSt. roughly 

. half of those eligi~e use their lfwards, 
,Like the anned forces, the purpose of 

AmeriCorps is service. not scholarships. Like 
· the OJ. Bill, the AmeriCorps education award 

is an investment in those who have served their 

Program's purpose is service 

country. Should AmeclC01l's oPen the doors to 

, college even wider? Yes. The \vay to do this is 
to expand AmeriCorps, 

President Clinton and many others ofus en
visioned AmeriCorps as a way to help hun~ 
dreds ofthousands of_people serve the~ 
country and pay for coUege. 

Congress decided to _ small ~ with 
20.1)(}() AmeriGorps positions in the first year, 
Thanks '" increased congressional funding, 
this year more than 40.000 will serve 'With 
AmeriCorps, I hope Congress will continue to 
increase the nwnber. so far more yOWlg people 
have this opportunity. 

AmeriCorps is built on the principle of reci
procity and mutual obligation. II asks yowg 
people'" give something back to the conunu
wly in exchange for help with college. ' 

As an Army Air Corps World War II veter- I 
an wbo went 10 ""liege on the Gl. Bm, I'm ' 

. glad to see that kind ofopportunily offered ~ 
on a growing scale - to the new patriots on 
the home front who answer the AmeriCorps 
calf to service. 

, ' 
Ranis H-Offord is the CEO ofthe Corpora- ; 

liol1 for National Sen·ice. : 
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Career, family get tangled in feminist failings 

By David Ma.<;Uo 

Hnary has some relatively modeSt 
dreams. She wants 1.0 work asa Pft&" 
ecuklr when she grnduates from laW 
school No .kihMIe Coctmm, no Per
ry Ma'IOn. Just It quiet career ch:astng 
crtmina!s. 

But la'll summer, us the leaves in 
her Washington suburb turned yellow 
and thcn brown, It lOOked mDre and 
more as U those dremns were going 
(0 crumble like fallen Jea~ under
root She got pregnant, you 5«, and 
(here are stili some dlnlmUt'S roam
Ing ~Uons "f p<r.ver in this COIlOtry 
woo can't quite ad<tpt to the presence 
of wm1cing, pregnant wumeo. 

HlIary fotlnd ber p:l"Chistoric pred
ators at one of the nalion's best law 
schoolS: FOr some InexpUcable rea
son. the George Wnshlflgfon Universi
ty Law SchOOl tried to smother her 
career before It even got stru1ed. 

The school's reasoning was simple.. 
Hlmrys dt1e date fell just before the 
two weeltS of Ilnals In the spring, and 
wrmtcver her problems, the schOOl 
could not bend il.~ rules ,In Inch to 
lake Inlo 3COXlnt her growing reality. 

She acted responsibly 
Hilary behaved responsibly 

~nough. A" soon as She knew her -due 
dute. she Inf(»"I!ted the dean of stu
dents. Alfreda Roblnsoo, uf the sltua.
lion and asked her help ammglng 
some accommodntkm. 

TIle kindly dean reduced her to 
tears with the lnformatioo that there 
was nothing 10 be dooo. Hilary would 

JUSt tmve to attend schOOl thrOugh 
her due date and take her flnaJs 00 
matter when the baby arrived. 

or C(J1II'Se, Should she have tu miss 
one or all Of her flnals due to, S!ijr, la
bor err somethtng, she Q)Uld take· 
them later 00, pt.\S:s1 fail only, or IIShe 
really warned a grade loT tflese re
quired CClUrses., She could double \It) 
00 her finals !he next semtSter and 
take the mISsed ftnals Ihen. 

She appealed the dedslon 10 the 
schoon> "Academic SchOlarshlp
COmmittee,"" arguing that the two up. 
ti~ wwld mar her transcript for 
the rest of her law scbool (8teCr, 
leaving her hatlditapped in the pur
SUit 01 academic bQn(m;, lntemstlf~ 
and her first Job, 1be august group 
met In secret (acddentally, they say) 
and again informed her, this time In 
wrtlinii, there was aothlng 10 be done. 
Oh. and theY dropped that bomb just
days before tltst..semester ftnals were 
supposed to start (k1ru:1 of II last· 
minute mnrnle bouster)" 

Hilary'S problem was Simple. She 
was 8 small ftsh in a vel}' big law 
school pond. Nobody there :really 
much ce.red what happened to her. 
TheY'd already grabbed their 
$1.5,000. so whO cared U she got any
thing for It. 

Hilary did have Me thlng in her 
corner. a lestusterone-laden.· en
raged trusband wbo faxed a letter 10 
the president or ('~rue WRsh!ngtan 
University promising a multimillion
dollar !ega! Armageddon and a pub
Iic-relaUQns blood bath. 

Hilary bud Mother advantage in 
her comer. too: A IitlIe help from a 

lawyer familiar with dlStrtmlnatlOn 
laws revealed that 1he SiChOol was In 
viotatIon or the very thlngs It taught 
One ot tbt)Se laws IS TIIJe IX. u feder
al statute thai, among other things. 
says that school rules can't dtserimI· 
nate against a student just because 
She's pn:gn.ant and wants to lake e. 
lee.1Ie 01 e.bsen~ 

And the untvenUy's ru!:es: did ex· 
actIy that If Hilary bad arxepted tire 
schOOl's rules. She would have had to 
reapply to the university and face 
pmstbf4! tejedion by the very Aca
demic ScbcIarship Committee that 
dIsJnme'd her Cl)n(etftS Itt a secret-. 
SUddenly Issue .....lved 

Once these facU were pointed out 
to them. along with a few angry 
threats, suddenly ~ eoold flet 
WOf1I:ed out SUddenly, Hilary coold 
have 8 )UI1ong leave ot 8bsent'e that 
had previOllS\Y been torbidden to 
~ law studenIs. . 

MitaculollS, that 
II leMS YOO wondering Il'by to

d$Y'$ feminists. Whether they are tire 
gruyill81ad1es In Wastt1ngton (U" tbeit 
dones In stale legls1atures arotlIld 
the country, sptJId their tlme and (In· 
ergy pawing aRer symboliSm rather 
than tocusIng their energy on making 
sure llle legal equality they've RI· 
JUdy won. like ·nue lX, IS vigorously 
enforced. 

Bill that rarely seems the case_ U 
doesn't matter where battles over 
femlnism pop up; tor the most part. 
they're O'IIersyrnbollsm. In the court· 

room. we baUle over the legal SIgniI
kMCt of genital jokes 01'1 Scinfdd. In . 
our ongoing Washington soop opera. 
ptck a lemlnlsi IeMer and she11 de
fend Presidertt Olnton because hi!' 
appointed a bunch or women to high
office. Or If you lOOked on too ballot 
itt lOtm last week. )IOU would haVe 
I'ound all effort to ad4 "and women~ 
to the state conslitutkm. someUllng its 
QWll proponents admitted would 
lmWl had no effect Ofl any poUt;)' or 
law In lhl!' state. A similarlY (l'SI!tes5 
measure wason the ballot In ~ 

And .In Illoor rare InStanCes when 
Uoe squabble is aboUt subStance, 
the femlnlsl positiOn de1tIands 8 
double standard. W<lmen. In the 
militarY? Girls sltouldn'{ have to 
pass the same physiCal ~. 
dards as males do_ SeJrusl hlU'll5S
ment? Men., $lIl:XUs! histories Ult' 
f81r game, but women's skeletons 
have 10 stay In the closet.. 

Once there were real fel1lini.¢'!. in 
nus coontry; They dldn'1 want sym
bOlS. They rouglll for taws thai treal
ed women as ad\IltS and detended 
their indiVidual rights whlfe recogniz
Ing wtlat makes wcmen different 
from men. My Wife. Hilary, awes ber 
legal edUcation to the laws they 
won. At 6 moothS, nut daughter 
L'Itft Ok!. enough yet to under
stand that she Wld I are in 
their debt. 

David Mastio is a Wash
ington eorn~pondmt for 
The Detroit News and a 
member of USA TODAr's 
board of conIributor$:. 

Once Ihere were 
real feminists In 
thls country. They 
didn't want 
symbols. They 
lougbl for laws thaI 
lreated women as 
adults and 
defended their 
individual rights. 
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THE PRESIDENT: Ladies and gentlemen, whe~ I was 
listening to Stephen and Leslie and Justin and Pepe talk, I was 
reminded of why I wanted to be President -- $0 that I could give 
young people like them the chance to make America a better place. 
(Applause, ) : 

Ilwant to tharik all those who are here today who have 
supported our efforts. I thank Harris Wofford for his 
outstanding'leadership of the Corporation of National Service. 
(Applause.): Deb Jospin and John Gomperts of AmeriCorps. I thank 
Governor Glendening and Lt. Governor Kathleen Kennedy Townsend 
for making Mary:a~d America's leading state for ci~izen service, 
They have really done -- (applause.) I thank my good friend, 
Prince George's County Executive Wayne Curry; Senator Mike 
Miller, my longtime friena; and Mayor Jacobs, thank you for 
making us welcome, Carson Dailey, thank you for the work MTV did 
on those wonde:-ful spots, the PSAs. 

I would like to thank also the mother of the Lt. 
Governor I my good friend t Ethel Kennedy. for being here today. 
(Applause.) And I thank Mark Gearan l our Peace Corps Director I 

a~d !'ll say a little more about the Peace Corps in a minute and 
its relatio~ship to AmeriCorps. 

lid like to thank one person who is not here today, but 
who was on the front lines of creating AmeriCorps, Senator 
Barbara Mikulski, your United States senator from Maryland. I 
thank her. ; (Applause. } I want to thank the President of the 
Un!versity of Maryland I on my right; and the President of the 
Student Government of the University of Maryland, on my left - 
(applause) -- for making me welcome. Avery and Dr. Mote, thank 
you. (Applause. ) 

You have already heard from Dr. Mote and others that 
six years ago I came here to celeb~ate the end of the Sumreer of 
Service, which was our drY run for this national service program. 
We wanted to work out the ~ kinks and see whether we could make 
this idea go. There were three people who are here who were 
ir.strumentaJ.i on that day; I would like to thank them: Georgia 
Sorensen, Marilyn Smith and my former White House staffer, whom 1 
miss very much, Bill Galstone. Thank you all very much for what 
you have done. (Applause. ) 

And I thank~the university of Maryland for the College 
Park Scholars, the Team Maryland Athletes -- (applause) the 
work-study students that are tutoring, and the others from the 
students and faculty who demonstrate the power of citizen 
service. 

MORE 
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Let me say to all of you, when I ran for President in 
1992 I wanted to get America working again and moving again, but' 
I also wanted to bring America together again. It seemed to me 
that we had two great problems. One is that our economy was not 
functioning very well and we seemed to be getting weaker, but 
also that we seemed to be letting our divisions overcome what we 
have in COmmon. 

Marc"in Luther King once said that the old law of a:::. eye 
for an eye soor.er or later leaves everyone blind. I always 
believed that America's differences could be the sO'J.rce of our 
strength if we respected and we celebrated our differences, but 
we understood that, underneath it all, there was something that 
bound us together that was more important. 

so, as I look back on the last six years, I think we 
can all take a great deal of pride in what our country has 
achieved together -- economically, the :ongest peacetime 
expansion in history; the lowest peacetime unemployment rate 
since 1957, 42 years ago -- {applause} -- welfare rolls cut 
nearly in half; the lowest crime rate in~-over a quarter-century. 
I think those are great things. 

But I think we can also celebrate the evidence that we 
are coming together - - over 90 percent of our chi Idren across all 
racial and ethnic lines immunized against serious childhood 
diseases for the first tiree in history; the doors of college 
literally open to all with the HOPE scholarship. the lifetime 
learning tax credit, the more generous Pell grant, more 
affo~dable student loans, more work-study slots. Those things 
matter. 

But maybe.most of all, those of you here in Americorps, 
and those in citizen service -- whether in the Peace CorpS I 
serving our country in the militarYT or serving in some other way 

embody the determination of America to draw closer together as 
we grow more diverse. And that, I think, is terribly important. 

When you saw the four Americorps volunteers up here 
speaking, and each of you identifying with them in turn ~- if 
they worked in your project or you knew them "-- you know they 
were a picture of America, of the changing face of America, and 
the best of America that neve~ changes. 

1f you look around the world today, at many of the 
challenges that I face as your President and that the United 
States faces -- the sad trip that the First Lady and I recently 
took to Jordan for the funeral of our friend the King of Jordan,t 

who survived decades of assassination attempts -- literally 
decades.of assassination attempts, probably SO in all -- to stand 
as a symbol of peace among people in a very tough neighborhood, 
who use religion as a reason to find their differences more 
important than their common humanity. Allover the world today 
you see that. If the United States waLts to lead the world 
toward peace a~d freedom and prosperity in a new century in a new 
millennium, it is actually quite an advantage for us to have 
within our borders people,from all races I all religions, all 
ethnic groupsf all cultural backgrounds doing all kinds of 
diff~rent things. 

But we cannot do good around·the world unless we are 
good at home. And, therefore f we have to fi~d this magical
balance, beir.g honest about our differences of opinion on matters 
from the serious to the mundane -- and I'll leave it to yoa ~o I 
decide whether it was serious or mundane when the President asked 
me take sides in the basketball game. (Laughter.) You've got a 
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great team here, though, I'll tell you that, I've watched it. 
{Applause. } We have to find a way to do that, to say. this is 
what I believe, this is where I stand, this is what I'm for - 
a!ld also to' say how lucky we are to stand on the verge of a new 
millennium in a to::.ally global society, where people are bei!lg 
brought closer together than ever befo~e, and we a~e finding ways 
to relish, to celebrate, to honor our differences in a way to 
bring us closer together, instead of driving us apart. 

AmeriCorps is the living, breathing symbol of the 
answer to that. Where we do not ask people to check the~r 
differences' at the door, but we do ask them· to reaffirm our 
common humanity. We do not ask for a handout, but we do ask for 
a hand up for everyone who needs it, and we say we are going 
forward t:ogether. That is what you represent. That is my 
fondest hope for Ame.rica. And I thank you for your service. 
(Applause. ) . 

, 
You know, all during the 20th century, the tradition of 

citizen service grew stronger in America. In the great 
Depression I remember my parents telling me about t.he chance 
President, Roosevelt gave able-bodied, unemployed people to work 
in the Civilian Conservation Corps - - :.he CCC. They cleared 
trails, they fought fires, they planted trees, They built who:e 
stat,e parks' -- the Appalachian Trail. Skyline Drive in Virginia; 
parks in my:home state that Hillary and I have stayed in, with 
rather interesting names like Petit Jean, and Devil's Den. I 
have in the' back office of the White House an old CCC cap ~ - a 
cap that. one of the volunteers wore in the ' 3 Os, that I found 
wedged in between a chimney and a wall, in a cabin in a state 
park in the:mountains of north Arkansas. And I have kept it with 
me all these long years/ to remember the unifying power of 
citizen service in one of the most difficult moments of the 20th 
century for.the United States. 

I 
President Kennedy in the 19605 asked young people to 

serve in the Peace Corps -- to teach English, to provide health 
care, to bring running water and electricity to some of the most 
remote villages in Africa, Asia and South America. My brother
in-law served in the Peace Corps in colombia. And the other 
n:'ght, he was getting together with some of the people who served 
there with him. When we were 'getting ready to COOle out here 
today, and Senator Wofford came in with Mark Gearan, the present 
Peace Corps Director, we were celebrating the fact that, if our 
new budget passes, we will have more people serving in the Peace 
Corps in the next two years than have ever served in any given 
year. we'll, be back at an all-time high, 

A.nd we were lamenting the fact that we just had to' 
withdraw our Peace Corps volunteers from Eritrea and Ethiopia, 
two countries that I have felt particularly close to in the last 
co"..tple of years, because of the trouble the two countries are 
having - - the threat to go to war. And the Peace Corps 
volunteers, going all the way back for decades, have volunteered 
to try to come in and solve the conflict and deal with the 
disputed area of land. ! don't know if they will accept it, but 
think of that. All these years later, people that were there 
years and ye:ars and years ago remember what it was like - - not to 
give a handout I but to give a hand uP. 'and to ask people t.o. 
understand that their differences are not as important as what 
they have in common. 

I 

So I thank our Peace corps volunteers. I thank: Mark 
Gearan, and 'I thank all of you in AmeriCorps. because you are in 
the rich tradition of A~erica's citizen service, from the CCC to 
the Peace Corps to. AmeriCorps. 

MORE 



- '4 

Now, six summers after I first came here, AmeriCorps is 
thriving. 7here now have been over 100,000 people serve in 
AmeriCorps in just four years of the full-time program. 
Everywhere I go around the country 1 see you - - I see you in all 
kinds of different contexts. I was in San Jose right before ~he 
election and there were a :ot of -- the Peace Coros volunteers 
had just come to start their ~ission, and so I sa~ them standing 
on the street as I pulled into the hotel. And I asked them all 
to come see me and we took do little picture - - and they were irorl'. 
everywhere. 

And ~hen when I went home to Arkansas after the 
terrible tor~adoes a couple of weeks ago, in both the communities 
I visited there were AmeriCorps volunteers there and there were 
people there who, believe me, would never p~ve come to Arkansas 
i:l their lives if '.:hey hadn't been in A.rr,eriCorps. (Laughter.) I 
know it was good for the people they were helping and I think it 
was pretty good for them. 

This has been an astonishing encounter for tens of 
thousands of people. Now, all of you know what it's like -- I 
love talking to people who have been in AmeriCorps because I 
always hear two things -- number one, they're proud of what they 
did to help people -- teaching a child to read. or immunizing a 
child, or having a playground that's safe in an area that used to 
be dominated by gangs, or cleaning up some polluted site~ or 
doing something to preserve the environment, I love that. 

The second thing I always here iS t "I lii<e t:he people 
with whom I servej 11 flI met people I never would have met; 11 gotIII 

to know people I never would have gotten to know; I! "we were all 
so different and, yet, when we worked together, we grew together, 
and it made my life different and better. It That is what 
AmeriCorps needs to do -- and that is what America needs to dc. 

America needs ·to think of itself as sort of a giant 
AmeriCorps, ~he Peace Corps at home, getting things done 
together. Ge::ing things done together, {Applause.) If cur 
budget passes this fall, we can boost the number of AmeriCorps 
volu~teers by one quarter. to 50,000 me~ers. In our new budget 
we want to keep expanding AmeriCorps every year so that by tr.e 
year 2003, and there forward. every year 100,000 young people 
will be serving in AmeriCorps. (Applause.) 

But I want to challenge the young people of this 
country -- and the not so young who are willing to do it -- to 
sign ~p for AmeriCorps~ to,see for yourselves what you can do to 
solve America's problems and reap America's promise, I want to 
challenge high school students, as well. Maryland has done a 
wonderful job as the GOvernor and the Lt. Gover:1.or said, being 
the only state in the country to actually require co~munity 
service as a part of a public education, In our balanced budget 
we propose to allow high schoolers fer the very first time to 
join AmeriCorps by serving part-time during the school year and 
full-time in the summers. 

And r want to challenge, again, the young people beyond 
t.his room. to dedicate a year or two of your Iivee to a cause I 
larger. t.han yourselves. It may be your best chance to change the 
lives of others for the better, and to enrich your own life in 
the process. 

" Today, so many young people have the time and freedom 
and energy they will never have in the future, to tackle che ki::1Q 
of challenge Americorps represents -- to pack a bag at a moment'~ 
notice. to fight a forest fire, or move into our most remote 
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PublicSe~vice's Profile Is Rising in Many College 

By JODI WllGOREN 

MEDFORD. Mass., Apn! 21 
Pierre Dmidyardid oot do any \folun
(eef work while an undergraduate

\ berea: Tufu !.;mverslt)', Tm:!mical,y 
speaking. he doi;s not do any now, A 
J2·y<:ar-otd multlbillmmtn'e, he has 
never hetd a public-secter job, run 
for elecrlve office, prt,(Csle<1 tor ro
da! change. SG wh;\t, ('utll)', was 
Mr. OmIdyar doing here tOday, 
leaching one of 11K! inaugural dams: 
at Tufts's new UmV'Jfsity College 01 
Citl~lp and Pubjic Scmc!!? 

Well, for sratU:ts, ~k OmidYllf, a 
l!1SB Tufts graduate ar.d the founder 
of 1he wildly sucftssrul nohne fr3d· 
lng post eBa)'_ paid for (he thmg, with 
a $10 milHor. stan-up grant to {i· 
nance scholarships, faculty develop
men! and a venll.lre fund for commu· 
nity projects over the' ncxc five 
years. And besides, too whole idea !s 
10 transform public S4lrvke from a 
lew hours of Wtoring poor chitdren 
or working in 1I homei1':SS shelter 10 (\ 
:i!eiol1g commitment to cMc eng4gc
mer,! - whether gradll.'ltes go on to 
lod In 11 nonprofit arganization or an 
InveSlment ba'-lk. 

"Bemg an ncuve parr of yo'Jt cnn-.· 
momty, an active tltizc:1, umil¥ed in 
public servicC', is not IWU one of the 
bubbles thllt are pan of your liIe," 
Mr, Omidynr mid about :31} under
graduates rulsembted fur this weelCS 
sessIOn of Leaderstup 11\'rwgb AC
nve Citizenship, a political sdenee 
semmar. "jt·s not somcmmg you pUt 
on your te$ume. It's oot something 
you do each morning before yoogo to 
work. It's scmettung you should 
lhmk about Ihrcugbotlt every day," 

Tee Tut\s mitiative is tne most 
comprehensive {;ltnmllle of lite el
(orrs being made by hl.mdreds of 
universlties acrOss the nation 10 re' 
emphasize public service as fI core 
tenel of the curriculum: Though 
more college students th:w ever do 
volunteer w\}rk Whlle-on campus, vot, 
er participation among 18· to :14

A t Tufts, as on other 
campuses, a focus on 
civic responsibility. 

year-olds is at an all·time k/w" The 
new movement tries tl) C1lmMI. the 
commoditl.catkln or hlilhet edUca
lion, to re.assett its goa! JlS ",rentmg 
responsible dtlrens rather thart 
rrammg students fl)r jobs, 

"Historically, this has been'A ten
Iral purpOSt'! of hlgher ed~caWm," 
said Terry W, Hartle, senior vice 
president of the Arneth:an Council on 
Education, whIch represents some 
3,500 institutions. "Su.t In'the current 
so~iopoli!lcal envIronment: It's a 
very difficult undertaking," 

At the 670 mstllUtlons connected to 
Campus Cnmpact, u national group 
devoted to. commun![y service, 
3H,00Q students rac:.ted up 32 m:llior. 
volunt~r bours last year, Course 
catatogs on those campuses InCluded 
11,576 "service le-amlng" oPpnnUrti. 
ties. in whidl :mu1ems combined tl'\e>
nT)' and pracllce. appl}'in& academk 
prmc!ples to reru-wl)rtd problems. 
There are chemistry <lasses ¢m
dueling Jead-paint analyses tn kleal 
SdlOOls, English seminars writing 
newsletters for community, IfWPS, 
drama students helping displaced 
rcs,lde!l!s prod~ a play About the 
kiss of their neighoorhood. 

Separately, scores 01 unwersllltlS, 
trying to ~l 01\ example 01 good 
oorpornte cltlU1lshlp. have formed 

paftnersblps will: theIr sur~oundi."lg 
communities :0 work 00 issuetl hke 
affordable housing and flY!'!'f cLea,,
up. Willi }lear, 300 uruvcn;tly prEsi
¢ePlS Signed :a dec!;;rat;on urgmg 
higher edue,ulon to "re-examme its 
public purposes and I~S commit, 
ments to {he democratic !deat.. In 
June, ;)bout 100 Q! wm plan a 
I'OOf!tL"lg al tile UniversilY or Peln
sylvanIa on stra.tegies for imple
menll11& thaI V1SIUI'\, 

"It IS no! enough 10 provide a great 
educauQn," Judith Rodin.. the Un!· 
versify of Pennsylva..,ia's president. 
s;ud III a g\l1:S\ letture al Yale Uru· 
wrsity las! fall "II Is not. enough for 
us 10 prool.K:~ brilliant, Im;lgmatlVe 
doctors, lawyers, scholars -11M SClen
{tsts who will prt:H tM envelopes of 
lhelr dil.clplmes or professions, if we 
do not also engagc Ihem in Ihe larger 
issues of our day, in the ferment of 
our limes and our sociely." 

Here at Tufts, a campus or 8,5{lO 
students In II grilly lown nellT Bos
lan, John 1l!6!agaio, who is both the 
presl-dent of tM uniV1!rsily and che 
chairman of Campus Compllel, has 
focused 00 !he- theme smce he ar
rrved in 1m Dr. Dl!UagglO provides 
frt'e r.nr)les of The New Yetg Times 
10 unlier3fllovateS. aod he rewrote 
the uOlVers1ty's vlSiQR sp.lement to 
1n<lude as A goal fostering "Iln atti
lude of giving b-Ilck" and "ll desire to 
mru.e Ihe WfJrld a better place/' 

The new coll~ of ctt1zoosolp v.ill 
not haw 11 campus bmkimg.. Mr will 
it conter deg~. Rather, Its goal is 
10 m!us:e every aspect of universny 
life wHh it puhlic_servict! c{;mpone:l!, 
Administrators are evaluating the 
current alUtSe offerings t<i$ee WhlCb 
might be cross-referenced under 
public urvlce, while faculty mem
bers are dev~laplng new programs, 
like "Reudlng Pubhc Policy," which 
would employ literary techniques to 
deconstruct current events, and "De
CIsion Pomts III History." a clossics 
profC$$OT'S effort to !ink ancrenl 
Crlfflce and modern Amenca. In ad
dillOn, 24 jpcrunmg students devored 
[0 public st:rvice w~!l be designated 
Omidyar scholars. und the college 
wIH COI'Iler grants to Studlffits, start 
members or professors willi. ideas 
for commanlty service projects, 

Mt" Omidyat, who met his wife. 
Pam, whUe at Tufts, returned to the 
campus for the first time today, and 
spent the afternoon talking aboul the. 
ImponanCe'(!f J;(m)munity - wheth· 
er Ie an online torom bke ecBay or in 
bflck-:md-m(lrt<u uelghborhoOOs, 
Tha CO'Jpje's no million gUI is (he 
latgest yel from tht:ir fw.mdation, 
throtlgh -.'hich they say IheywUl give 
erway aU but 1 percent of Iheir 
W1.!a:lh, es.llmated now at about $6 
billion, tn the next QIIlHter-«:n1Ury. 

PmeOmidya 
tht: IOUnder of 
eBay and a 
graduate of Tu 
UnivC'r"Sity, g.a" 
his alnm l1'.ater 
$:.0 milbon grill 
to establi5:"1 the 
University 
u.llege of 
Citizenship IIn1; 

PubliC Service, 

At <liIl open sessian, tbe qucsltons $ors "'ere scaled ilt thc front ot 1 
from students focused mure- on ht>w room, each WIth a boute cJ wat 
Mr. Orniuyar had nmassed h.is mon loting the pack of parcl'tt.'d studer. 
eytha.., on how M rnishl dismoote iI. TItus {he waler lmnmlU<"e w~s hb 
as the auu«:nce w;),s filled lurge;y and 1)(l'A' stacks of raspl>erry, III 
with n)mput(!:r SClene-c rnllJofS h.llr~ and lemon seltzer await the am' 
boring starH1ll Ideas oi thelf own, al the clllS$ each Friday aHer1V'lOl 
Sut in ~ W!adershm semmar, Stu· "When I raised the liStie. ltlSte 
dMts seem"'" mtrigue<J by hIS pro· of JUf>! saying. 'Oh, we'll gf't y 
\'~t!ve proposals about power wl1-ter,' they turned it back on m! 

sharing: JUSt as cuStomcr feedback soid Jesse l.evey, a sophonlllte h'( 
helps conlrol the marke( (if) cBl1-Y. he StU) frenelsCQ, who, as <:halrm;jn 
suggeSted, so $hI)Il1d students ;u;u IDe CClmmll1ee. arranged free 
lucul:y memben share responsibil, iresnmenl$ throog.'l fllJ/wti;!tk 
Ity for shapmg the new college. WIth the: appropnate Oluthoritl' 

They bave alr~ady begun, '"It's atxmr empowerment. lead, 
When a guesl speaker In tnc (turd Ship' and dOIng things on your OW! 

week 01 t:l:tSS t:llkl!o atKlut breakhl,8 Stl where arc lhe SIH1CitS? StUdel 
down hierarchies, OtiC ynung m:1O s;w;l ttle food commi!le~ fou.nder 
questioned why she and the profes- tor I~ck (If le<tdership. 

€bt'~t'\lI york €hnt'!i 
MONDA v, APRIL :U, 2001) 
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By CUSTAV NIEBUHR 

.N'EW ORLEANS, April 20 
TweMy·five years ago this month, 
when Sulg.ou tell 10 Communist aT' 
mh!s, ~he tr<lt;l of land of! Dwyer 
Road was a jus: aJlMher soggy 
stretch of w!.l!iands thai ran from 
N~ Orleans's eastl!rtl fringe to the 
waul'l'S of Inc Gulf of MexiCO, many 
miles away, 

"This was swamp," sl\ld MsgL 
Dominic Luong, a Roman Cathohc 
priest and Fordham Univenilty 
gradutltcwho arrived-here iii the lflte 
191il's, 

But these days Monsignor Luong 
can look from hi$ modest Of{ICC and 
see a $pacrous: beige chUrch 00(' 
dt!rerl by a (rim lawn whern three 
Hugs _ the Stllrs and Stripes, a !lan
ner representin.g the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus and the yellow and red flag of 
the (ormer South Vietnam - snap in 
the spring breeze. 

The church thut row (rom tim· 
dralnild swamp is'Mary Queen of 
Vietnam, spiritual home to 5,000 pa. 

Asian enclaves 
reshape a religion 
in America. 

T~tI:men and a landmark bolh for 
the growing inlluence (If VietflameSt: 
Catholics In the United Stales lIJ'Id for 
the larger church, too, whose demo
graphic contours are being reshaped 
by immtgt3t100, 

Major cha."Iges in immigration 
Jaw, togethu with political and een
Mmic upheavals abroatl. hmre 
brought an influll of Latln Ameri. 
cans. Mians, eastern EUroptMS Me 
Africans, many et them Ca!harks 
whose impact on the church may 
P.(ove as gre!'l~ as that of tile Ger
mans, Irish and Italians whn preced. 
cd them a century ago. 

Among this new grOl.lp, the Viet
/tamese are 3 small mmarity, but 
iMlr prescnce Is hard to miss, 'They 
have furmed parishes amI minjoos 
across this very Cathlllic clly, as Mil 
as to Texa!S and CaUlerma. estab
lished an annual pilgrimage of tens 
ot thousands of people to oouchwesc. 
ern Missourt and, most S!g1lIIlCMltly, 
produced a dlSP1oportio.n:uely bigi', 
number of young men and W1)!l".en 
swaymg!o hewmt' prieMs nrn:.I rums 

_ when sud! reUglous: VDcatlons 
as he remembered It, tllway$ s~medhave been in snon supply among 
to clear before Ma~5. I·Americruj.\)Orn CatholicS. 

1'h1: parish at which hl~ presidesA few mlles 10 the wC-St, for exam
WM founded in 1983, the Deguming, ofple, in' New Orleans's stately ~'i>' 


I(w<n, Vurtnamese ~mlnllnans make a decade-long boom in tll! area's 


up a fifth of those studymg for the Vietnamese populat!i}f'!, a, immi· 

gr:ul!E whO' had been settlNl;m Ofherpriesthooi:1llt NOtre Dume Seminary. 
P;H'!S of the nation began ~o moveOn suelal issues, they tend to be 
here, A spol<eswomatl lor Int; Ar~hdl·({lnservative, opposOO til ahorlion 
<lcese of Nev.' Orleans said aboutand tbe idea 01 women as priests, 
20.000 C.atholiCs were of Asj~n b~ck"Religion Is theIr center - they 
ground, primarily Victname~e brought that with them." said Kyle 

Dllye, 29, a 5eminana.1 who Is a about 4 percent 0: the half-mllt\an 
pnnstuon.ers here. ,na!l>'e of New Orleans and grew up 

on a rie:ghborhood thlli ll':>sorbed Other big. centers tor Vte!namese 
C;lIhlllic.s are Houstcn; San Jose,many Vietnamese Immigrants" 
Calif., and Or:mge ConalY, Calif.American CathnJic officials say 

maS! VleU'l.:itn«C immigrants art There are smaller commul'li!ie~ as 
BuddluS1s. but about 300,000 - per we~L MOllslgMr Loor..g SiI!d he re
haps a Ihird or them _ are Catholics ceruly traveled H) Sloull CI1Y, Iowa, 

That amounts to less than 1 per· for the installation of a Vietnamese· 
cent of theestimllted 61 million Coth· born priest there"' I 
oLics m tM United Slates, Sut Viet- " Behind his offiCe Is It CWo-story 
names..: seminaria.'ls make up neurly Sl(ucrure ["••:It MUSe:! a pttlSchoot 
l percent of tlx1apprtlximately 3.500 1".1n by Vietnamese-born n~n5 who 
men studying for the priesthood, al:' were busy superVISing dGteos of chll· 
cording to the Center for Appllfti dren in an EaSler t'U ti'unt this 
Research in the Apo5'lolare-, an or, wee)c I 
grullzation lit Grorgetl)Wn C'mV(>tsny SIster Mary raus~uw Nguyen 
that studies sueh trends. BaCh Yen, 28, said So"e was S years 

Michael W, Foley. an associate old When her family fled Vielf!l'lm in 
professor of pollticnl5cience at Coth 1979. Aher more thun n year m a 
oLic University, in WashingtOfl, D.C., refugee (amp, tile lamily J1wved HI 
whg conducted a study of several New Orlcar.£. I 
r.ew immlgram groups for che Arr.er· TIle Hurd child amMS dgm, she 
ican bIshOps, satd. "Seminary enroll· engmally hel~ her pa~ts m a 
ments bnve oo.!l'1 »(I a dawn slide small builoMS. But, she saID, '" was 
since the 1000's, and we see so!t\l; SC;)t(\lmg for timer pe:ac~" AS It 
modest recoveries as a result (It 1h~ ,eena""r she telt a caUIO become a 
new blood," -, I 

"The sumt' tbil'lg Is true of the nun and eventually Jomed Ihe Daugh
church as a whole," Mr. Foley said. lers oJ Our Lady of (he Holy Ros-nry. 
"The Catholic Church Is tbe only :he order that SUpf!'rvlsesJthe pre
mamLine clrurch tbat lUIS not 1000t sehoot 1t has 40 nWlS. and {{JUt o~v
members o~r the p,m Zil years. and ttes preparing to take \'(jws: But, she 
1 Ihmk a case could be made for the salll, "Thls is lust II small branch in 
Immigrants as the primary reason." we United SUI.te5." The Grder has 

In May, the Arcltdioce:re of New hundreds of nIL"IS in \%tn.in, 
Orlearts wiU ordain seven seminar-' Another Vietnamese rir visible 
lans as tkacons, a transitional s!ep in dIC United States is (he Congrcca
toward their becommg ~)fjest!; tl0n of the Mother CooR('demptri.>;,
Amol'lg them IS Hoang M, Tuong, 31. which has a monastery 111 Carti1agl!,
;\ parishjnner at M .. ry Ql<een o! VIet· Mo. Each summer, the slte~becomes 
nllm, who arrived here III 1!J84, after II JHlgrimage destin>1t((ln'tor Vie:· 
be Md his famUy fled Vietnam by namese lamUles. "iM), draw 3I)J)OO 
sea in $' tida! exodus of "boat pet;. to 40.000," Moosijtm>r tUl>fl8: said" 
pIe." Not long after the family ar· But as Vtetnamese lml'tl:&rants be
nved here, he entered a high school 'tOme rooted in the Ul'Ilted{S(ares, a 
seminary, a fin! step along the rua!! . question anses. How long .wm such
he is now following. deV<ltion endure i1'I .a culwre that

"Vietnamese families are v~ry' esteems material wealth an(! individ· 
big," Mr. juong said, adding tlillt ullt chtuce? I 
parents otten hope to tlav~ "at least Already, scmi!' 01 thi!' nuns at che
one·' chtld become a priest Of nun, "[ preschool say, It IS less easilo Illtk toluive only three $lstef$," he said a )'OIJllger generation aboUt a reli"My family Is very ,malt" gious vocation than It was!te speak 

wlthl1leir Qlder brothers and sistersMOl'ISiaoor Luong said he was one 
a deeade ago, 'The presehoOrs diret". {It 11 chlidren - S boys ar.d J .cHis, 
tor, Si'ter Rose Tu: Vu, ~id manyOne brothel" also bec1.1me a prlf~S! 
utJole5~nts' interests tended (oword and serves antong lhe Montagnard 
American culture. ·'Money -Md fash- , people in c.entral Vit'tnam. 
ion" (lften preoceupy them.'slte sahi

MonSlgrmr t.wog was O'rdamcd in StSCC'f Mary Faustina, whO teache5
1965 If) New York. Over the last two religious educalion classeS to teen-
decades, he has become welt known alers, agreed" "Most (If !he leen, 
in CatholIC (If<:les for his wor), .(5. they've got prulr pre$sure:· 
among Vielnamese immigrants she sa:.1. "it's vi!'ry hard .6 listen (0 

the mrter volft', Ui JIs.ei1 10 theHe reCalkd the early days 111 ~ew 
heart:'Orleans East as dlfficuh tor Vlct. 

flumese Catholics. "We had noth. 
109," he said, "We wQr,hipt!d 001
doors for two ~ars.'! It sometimes 
rained on Sunday" but the wealher, 
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Dear Servkc Frlen,j, 
, 

On , 1993, Prc.';.identClintonsigned nationafservkc legislation into law, creating 
the for National and Community Service, Through the new Corporation, 
Americans of all ages anJ backgrounds will work to meet urgent challenges in their 

,{I communities ,in the areas of education, public safety, human needs and the: environment. 
'.1 .. , 

Of these, public safety may be the most critical challenge facing the nation today: President 
Clinton discussed it at length in his State of the Union address just a couple of weeks ago, It 

, is at the top of the agenda of the administration, the uS Conference of Mayors, the National " 
Governors Association, and rountless other regional, state and local organizations nationwide. 
I hope you will join us in moving it to the, top of the national service agenda this summer. 

The cost of cr\me:, in economic terms, is staggering: $14/000 to treat a child struck by guruire, 
$50 billion annual loss by urban economies due to lost businesses and fleeing residents, 
$425 billion spent on crime every year. But in human terms, the cost 15 inestimable, Victims, .. ',",'. and those who commit crimesJ are getting younger and younger; crimes are becoming more 

4- , and more vip lent Few communities remain unscathed by drugs; few homes remain,.< I' ..""" , unassailed by fear. 
.\",
,I:. I 

The American people can take back their communities - and national service can help. 
I 

This summer~ the Corporation will focus its efforts in public safety by sponsoring a national 
Summer of Safety. Like the year-round AmeriCorps program we'll launch this fall. the 
Summer ofSq[ety will cng,')geAmericansof .. ;1 ages and backgrounds in direct. !ocaUy~bascd 
service to strengthen tbe ~lbility of ;:ommunlties to mspond to problems of ;;riml.', violen<:e 
a:1d f<.:ac I 
OUf 6,000 Su~nmer of 5..1fety participants wii! come together ilCroSS generations, ethnicities, 
ilnd inconle levels, They'll help police monitor victim ao;sis~ance hot lines, dean up dangerQus 
parks and HllL'yo, provide crime prevention workshops to families, and help orgrmize 
!wighb{)rho{'.~ wdtch programs. They'll do the work that you determine is most n(."Ccssary in 
your community to meet the nUHl.ber onE' priority {)f national servlcc: Getting Things Dmle, 

The SU,mmertlfSafety can't sucp.:cd without your herp. In the coming weeks, you can J(.'Stgn 
an innov<)tive service program tuilured to the spl...;ifk needs of YI1·ur corr.munlty, and that 
will cnntinuc:to get things donI;! long ~,fter the summer is over. W~ Ci\n help with phone find 

.. 
video h!¢hnicdl uss.istan..::e conferences, ,:;nu with funJing, But, ultimately, the work cd 
designing qU,ality service programs !~ ttp to the people who kn0w the most nbout serving 
your communities_ Ws up to you. 

!'!" . [n his inaugu:ra! address, President Ctlnton dmHenged aU Americans to engage in "seasons 
, ;.'.' 

(If scrvh:e." [look forwmd to working with you h' fwlp meet this chaIl<.:nge, through the 
Summer of Safety, and through the ever-changing seasons ahead of lts . 

..,'". 
Sincerely, 


ft, 

',';' ". 
,"f.':, " 

Ell J. ~gal 
Chi<:f Exen:tiVl' Officer 

'.' ' 
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NOTEBOOK 


SUCCESS $TORY 

Clinton's Pet Program 
Makes Many Friends 
AT t..ElsST ON! OROUP IN WASHlNGTON HAS . 

escapedthelongarmofthel..EWlNSKYscan
cW: AmeriCotpS. Th. natlonal service pro
gram Is. favorite ofPRESIDENT CUKl'ON'S, 
and its suppotterswere worried thet it 
might be.target fur his oongressional crit
ics. But the four-Year-<lld programhas won 
overskeplics by emphasizing its grass-rocts 
strocturo andits alliance with respcctcd 

nonprolit~
lions around the 
oountxy: Members 
"'" selectedby IIDd 
wod< for suoh 
groups .. Boys and 
Girls <lubsof 
Ameri...and Habi
tat for Humanity_ 

- AmeriCorpspre
valled on • key Senate funding vole inJuly 
by 58 !o37,winnlngoversuchfonner R.,. 
publican eritics as RICK SANroRUMof 
Pennsylvanlaand Daniel Coats ofIndiana. 
On FrIday,!linton willpreside ataWhite 
House svrearlng-ln oeremonymaddngthe 
progranisl00,OIlOthmember....bench
mark the p..". Corps took more than 2.0. 
years!o ~ -IIy IIdam CoIIea/N... rod< 
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R1Evmw & OUTLOOK 

Preserve the Citizen Service Tradition 

By STEPHEN E. MwROSe 

It is the nature ~f youth to want to ex· 
plote. Youngsters yearn for challenge and 
new experienCes and the sense of belong, 
Ing to somethlng larger than themselves. 
They are Idealistlc and want to advanee 
thelt ideals through seMee, 

Ills one: of the princlple ml.stortwle$ of 
our tlnle that we do not provide our1S- and 
19-ye11l'<lIds with enough opportunity to do 
these things, aoo it Is one of the clUet di!. 
[erenct$ betWeen Amerlea todill1 and 
America l:l ha!!-«:ntury ago. Then, sen1ce 
of &OIne sort to the natiOn by the youn.rwas . 
taken for granted. along with the notion 
that $OClety would provide !heI1\ with • 
plate to serve. j • 

In the Depresston. it was the CivUIan· 
ConsI~rvaUon Corps.. unI.'V~a1ly praIsed 
for the projOClS It undertook and completed 
and ror the way It pt"OVided impoverished
youngstarswith achan'ceto serve, to travel. 
to get toli.nOw other young Americans rrom 
different baCkgrounds and parts. of the 
country. In the second World Warand dur
Ing much of the COld Wa.rlt was the armed 
forces. where mtltlons of )'(lung Americans 
served. Presldem John F. Kennedy tapped 
the same vein to create the Peace Corps. 
Today Am,rlCorps Is ""eru!!ng that tradI
Uon of clUten setysee. g1v1ng young people 
opportunity ttl serve theIr country here at 
home. , 

The generation of Americans now in re
tirement laced and overeame great chal· 
lenges, startJngwl!htheDepresston and In
ciudlng!lteNazls, U1eJ_mllltariJ.., 
and the COnunw:t1sts In Korea. Vietnam, 
and the SoViet Union, 'I'be chaI.Ienges of to
day are not so clear.. or terrt.rytng, m' dr&
tMtIe. Nor are !hey," ~: Durtng
Wortd Warn. & po]lU!arsay1ng,usedto... 
I5pondtoac:omplalnta~tth1sorthatsbort
age, was "We are au In thls together." To· 
day's yooth have never had that CeeUng. 
They have missed Uie experience of work· 

lng together for a cOlt\IIt(In (Ml as much as tion. fighting poverty. and protecting the 
theyhavemissedthechancetosemotbers. environment ~ 

It seemS 16 Illf that one of the great' In Europe, several natJons require tbat, 
things that cruneooto(Wortd WarII.and, to at 18. yoong people give a year of semoo to 
a lesser extent out Of KOrea and even VIet· their eQUntry,In the U.S. it is not requIred. 
nam.. was the way In whkh mllllons of but AmerlCorps provides a w!untary op
young men learned to wwk together. to portuntt)' to make a simllar comml.t.me:nt. 
take responslbillty. to beeome part of a Instead of fighting enemies .abroad these 
team. They teamed, too, to savor deterred young Americans battle aplnst the every

"'~:'"'f day enemies of illiteracy. poverty, and \Ito
'fill ,~ len\):) that plague ournaUon. In fOUfyears. 

, ArrieriCorps members have taught, tutored 
!J; and mentored more than 2.2 mllUon chil

dren, provtded after-sehOOl programs to 
more than amillion aHtSk YOUth. removed 
close to 10,000 tons'of trash from nclghbor
hOOds. and recruited more than U mlllion 
volunteers: to assIst In these and other er
eorts_ _" 

AtrlerlCorps members. moot j)f whom 
are between the ages of 18 and21. rtcewe a 
loon Uving nllowance, and after a year of 
$&'Viet a stipend of almost ${.800 to help 
pay for tcllete. This is s1mllar to the 1§t4 

. GI Bin of RIghts, whIch was the best pIece 
of leglslatIon Congress ever enacted. The 
GI bill sent bundreds otthousands of GIs lo 
college_guys wbl) neverdteamM it would 
be possible tor them to get a hither educa
,lion-and atter earning their degrees they , 
went out and built modem America. They 

gratification. and to take pride in am" were part of the best educated. best dlsci
tributingto their feHow man. plined. hardest working. most Innovative 

Today. too oIten. our youngsters reneratlon of Americans ever. Today'a 
.hardly know·one anoUler. MlddIe class young people. through AmeriCorps and 
kids have little or no contact With (Mef'w other volunteer groups. can emwate: them. 
clty ~. As we become a more dlverse Our YOWlg: people are our Illttn:. OUr 

. sodety. It is a1.Ueal that we provide our ver; soul as a nation Is at stake. I cannot 
youth with experiimces that bring His· Imagine a. better investment than inyouth 
panic-Americans and European-Amm Who want to work furothers and then go on 
eans. Jewish-Americans 1M MusUm wlth U1e~ education, taIdng • band up 
Amtrtcans. As1an·Arnerlca~ and rather than a hand out. Since 1994, more 
Afriean·Ame11cans tOgether. working, H'I' than 100.000 young men and women have 
ing. serving side-by-s1de. Lord knows pledged to -grt U1lngs _- for AmerIl:a. 
Ulere are plenty or clls.Uenges out there Tll!s month...AmeriCorps eelebrates UI!s 
and mucb to be !heI1\, Imprl)'ling educa- milestone. let us congratula.te them (or 

thclrservice to our country-andhope that 
future generations have the opportunity to 
follow in their footsteps. 

Mr. AlrWrQ$\t l$ author, IIIC$l recently, oj 
"Citilen Soldiers" (S,)notl'£ Schuster. 1997), 
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BY DAVID GERGENJ EDITOR AT LARGE 

The nations new patriots 
A generation ofidealists shuns politiCS and turns instead to volunteering 

T
he newa these days suggests that America is now 
raising a generation of hellions: 'l\vo young men 
stand accused of brutally murdering a college kid in 
Wyoming because be was gay; a 20--year-old girl 

was found guilty of inducing her boyfriend, a cadet at the 
Air Force Academy, to kill another young woman whom 
shedetcsted~ Eric Rudolph, hiding out in theAppalachian 
Mountains, is accused ofplanting that bomb at the Atlan~ 
ta Olympics when he was 30; young punks show up on 
morning television shows with the damnedest personal 
stories. And on and on. 

But as is so often the ca.st; the real 
news is contained in the stories that 
aren't snatching headlines. Last 
week, for exmnple. the four-year-old 
AmeriCnrps program inducted its 
IOO,OOOth volunteer. Nearly all the 
young men and women are giving nt 
least a year of service to their coun
try. It's a remarkable fcat: The Peace 
c"rps took 20 yearS to reach the 
same milestone. 

More to the poi.t, almost every 
one of these AmeriCorps volunteers 

AmcriCorps is not the only orContrary to myths ganization experiencing a suq;e in 
interest. Teach for America. the volthat they are 
unteer program. started nearly 10 
yesrs agu by Wendy KQpp after sheslackers, gen X-ers 
graduated from Princeton} receives 
3.000 applications !l year fur 500are actually brimming 
slots. Some 10,000 apply to the 

with idealism. Peace Corps for 3,500 places, Ilnd 

has been weaving an important thread into the fabric of 
<:OIIUllllIlity Uf.. In Clearwater. FIa., a yeung woman 
namedSherryThom";whowaslivinginthestreetsatthe 
age of 14. helps to build community pJa,j>grounds and 
assists in neighborhoOd cleanups .. she prepares for a 
career in law enforcement. Serving with Habitat for Hu
manity, Army vetenon Phillip Wu and 22 other members 
on his team recruited 1,500 collnge students to come to 
Miami over a spring b~k to complete 60 new homes for 
worldng families. Monisha l'oudysl. a Yale grsduate from 
an immigrant family, Worked lor a year in CaliCornia on 
HIV and .uhstan.:e-abUse issues with .t-risk Idds. She is 
now pursuing .careerin nonprofit~t.A&n.d· 
nate of Notre Dame, Robert Peters. joined the Sisters of 
Notre Dame AmerlCnrps program and tutored migrant 
rarm children and iOlt'erateaduits. 

Doing something good. "Wearelappiuglnto anewpstrlo
tism among young pcep1e.to says Harris Woff'o~ the for
mer U.S. SCt\ator who now heads the Corporation for 
Nationlll Service. whlcl, runs AmeriCnrps. -n..y have a 

tremendous cynicism about politics but not for doing 
something for their neighborhood or for children," 

Wofford'sopinions are borne outby recent survcydata. 
UCLA"S mammoth survey of college freshmen found that 
last year'slnooming class demo_ted the lowest lewis 
of political interest in the 32-year history of the poll, even 
as volunteer work was at record revels. A recent surveyfof 
Public Allies, a multicultural group supporting civic serv~ 
ice, found that today's young people are ""Cry public spirit~ 
cd, but they are "actively looking for new and distinctive 

ways to connect to the people and 
issues surrounding them." 

young poople often wait up to two 
years to gain a coveted spot. 

Each of these programs has its 
erltics but is building wider support. Republicans onoo 
bashed AmerlCnrps as President ClintDn's pot project. 
but Senate conservatives Uke Rick Santo rum and 
Charles Grnssley now back it Millard Fuller, the inspi
rational figure bebind Hahilllt fur Humanity, was once a 
skeptic, too, butt after seeing volunteers in action on 
Habitat sites, bas written enthusia<tieally about notion
al-service programs tD House Speaker Newt Gingrich. 
With I in 7 AmerlCnrps members now serving In thlth
based proj ..... support for the program among rcl!gious 
leaders has risen. too. 

None: of thls, however, should obscure the central 
point: Contrary to myths that they are slackers. gcnem
tion X ..rs are aetually brimming with idealism. far out
m;pplng what we saw only a decade &gu_ Instead of 
Imocldng young men and women, .... ought to be pro
viding more opportunities fur then, tD give back. The 
day is. not far off when 8 year or more of service to the 
countJ:y will onee again be enshrined .. an essential 
pa~ ofbeooming an. American citizen. • 

http:pcep1e.to


'..' ·.L. 


OP-ED * MONDAY. AUGUST 31. 1998f.PAGE AI7 

Community service that works 

By Marc Ra<:Ic:ot 

G
overnors' meet together and 
routinely :stake out areas of 
broad bipartisan agreement 

that t:ransct:nd the partisan strug
gtes that have b«ome synonymous
with election-year politics. One 
issue tbat enjoys strong SUPPQrt 
(rom governot'S of both parties is 
national and communiry service. 
The support (orsemce is based on 
aSimpieconviction that Ishare with 
many other governors: that every 
generation ofyounl' people needs to 
accept responsibility tor-its OQunl:ry 
and its community. 

As a firsHetm Republican gov
ernorinJanu.aiy, 1993, I asked, and 
our legislature 'approved, a propos-
III to create a Governor's Office of 
Community Service intended to 
enhan(:e the ethic ot service and 
elevate the imPortance ot..commu
nit}'," particularly amongour young 
people, Meaningful service, we 
btueved, would nurture productive 
young citiUruI (:ommitted to the 
future ofountate because the)'had 
invested their sweat and labor in 
that future. Here tn Montana, we 
sought to encourage service as it 
Ille..{ong "babitofthe beart." 

When the National Community 
Service Act of 199.3 was passed, 
Montana was Ii1 an ideal po.sition to 
move forward with the opportuni. 
ties offered througb AmeriCorps. 
The Office of Cwnmunity Service's 
mission and the mission of Ameri-
Corps was one and the same: to 
develop opportunities for y<lung 
pe1lpleto-Provldemeaningfui,direct 
and demonstrable. service t() their 
communitie$. It was our hope that 
AmeriCorps would help us to build 
unique. partnerthips with public 

meaningful service to their eom
munities. These partnership wuuld 
liet'Ve ali !';lear exan"ples of how we 
eould work together in Montana tQ 
improve how we, as: reuow citizens, 
respond to pressing needs. 

Now in its fourth year, Amen
Corps offers a creative, effective, 
and non-bureaucratic means of 
addressin, the Ullmer education, 
human, pubUe safetY and environ
mental needs ofourstate-andOUi 
country. Indeed, AmeriCorps has 
be'cllme a model of devolution, 
where real AUthority and ownership
fur a federal inhiative is delegated 
to the states, Through g9VerMr~ 
appointed bipartisan statecommis· 
sions. priorities are ~tablished and 

. projects are selected to receive 
AmeriCort')s funding, 

The results are impressive. Last 
year alone, ourtocally-ruo Ameri· 
Corps programs generated nearly 

·51.000 hours ofservice to Montana 
cQmmuniti~. Thetrservice direct· 
(r benefits 50,000 children and 
Camilies inMomana, and indir«t
ly almost one-third of OUT state 
population, Nationally. simUat' 
results abound. ibm year, some 
40.000 AmeriCorp! members will 
get things done fot' more than 
1,200 communities across t!\e 
country. 

When AmeriCorps was created. 
some fe .. red h might replay ~ 
worst of the welfare state - an 
entrenched. expensive. Washington
run program. Many teared. even 
more, that it would undermine tr:a. 
ditional volunteers with yet anQthcr 
federal program. I ean say (rom 
experience that the fears were mis
placed. As a governor who tries 
Vftry ha.cd to be eart'fu! with tax dol· 
!af'$. I have witnesscd time and 

and private agencies by eng~ again the fruits: of this prudent 
young people in productive .nli inveStl'tffi1tinMontana, 

No~ after more than five yean, 

we have seen a tremf!:ndous rekin


Marc Racicot. a ~pubIjcart, is dling oC a sense of public service 

gOVttnor ofMontana. and civic duty, in many ways. 


through the programs and opportu. 
r.ities generated through the N~tion~ 
al Community Service Act. l am 
convinced national and community 
service promotes core values 
hard work, sf!:l£-discipline. civic 
duty, personal responsibility, the 
clterish.ing alhuman life- that we 
too often sadly find 1aelting. It the 
era of biggomnment is finally over, 
certainly the era of big citizenship 
mu.st begin. 

I have joined twelve of my fellow 
governors in urging not only con
tinued federal funding of Ameri
Corps, but also ~authorfzatiqn of 
the Act. increasing the partnership 
with states and the authority of 
dir~tin8 these programs at the 
state level. We join with our peers 
(rom the New England Governors' 
Conf~~ce in urging Congress to 
support reauthorizing the National 
Coinmunity Service Amendments 
Act. in order to improve the law's 
current language. As their resolu
tion notes, we SUPP()l·t the bill's 
"devolution provisions that add 
authority nod flexibility to ,states .. 
• (tol provide Governor-appointed 
state commissions more control 
over programseiection:' 

Communityservice ts a vital ele
ment in the chemistry of Gur exis
tence as a society. renewing our 
sense of community and civic ini· 
tiative. Itis the glue that bonds free 
peoples together. We 11'1 Montana 
have seen how vitally important this 
is, recently having completed Ou!" 
state Governon;' Summit on Youth. 
and witnessing the real nccessityuf 
promoting opportunities Cor young 
people to gtve back to other.s, 
Th.rough community service they 
leato what it', like to belong' to 
something good and solid and 
decent. runeriCOtps helps provide 
that opportunity and truly put$ the 
.state.os ut the driver's .sear, which 
translates into meaningful owner· 
ship) and tmpact, at the. state and 
local levet 

Also appeared prominently in the September t" edition of Tile Hill, 
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Rtrligious groups play 

bigger AmeriCorps role 

Agency begins fifth year ofhelping students, t01Nl1S 

AmeriCOrps opens its fifth year of na
tional volunteer service today, marking the 
involvement of 100,000 college students 
who increasingly do their community W()rk
via religious agencies. 

the religion-related segment under the 
Corporation for National Service, a Peace 
Corpslike agency begun in President CHn
ton's. first term, has reached 8 percent of all 
volunteers since 1994. 

AmeriCorps officials Said that sector is. 
"rapidly'expanding." 

The AmeriCorps budget also has grown. 
Congress gave it $438.$ million for next 
year, an $18 million increase over 199K 

"We got into AmeriCorps as soon as we 
could," said John Stoesz of the Greater Dal· 
las Cominunity of Church, "Volunteers we 
get from: churches are very dedicated, but 
they are not there every day and every
week," 

Since I the national agency opened in 
1994, the Dallas coalition of 300 churches 
has had about 50 of AmeriCorps' full-time 
college s::udents assisting its community 
work annually. 

AmeriCorps gives the students .a living 
stipend, of which groups like the Commu
nity of Church must provide lS perCent 

Students also get a $4l2S:voucher to pay 
college 'costs, A student may serve in 
AmeriCorps a maxhnum of two years. 

A strength of stich programs, Mr. St-oesz 
said, is that a funded core of volunteers 
inspires more temporary volunteerlsm snd 
increases eonununity donations. "We can 
raise money locally when 'we have a good 
program," he said, 

The Sisters of Notre Dame were an 
AmeriCorps site from the beginning as 
well, and in the Oistrict the sisters fur three 
years have operated a service project out of 
'Irinity CoUege in Northeast. . 

"We've never made any appeal for people 
in the parishes to help us." said Sister 
Joanne :Schneberger. "The AmeriCorps 
volunteers are just great young people." 

Her 12 volunteers each year have helped 
District residents eompJere GED tests, and 

also helped immigrants learn English. ..
The Nationat Council of Churches (Nee)

Ecumenical Program (or Urban Service 
has been a primary outlet to religious agen
cies. This year, it "ill coordinate about 
5,600 AmeriCorps volunteers atS,OOO sites. 

The locations are churches, synagogues 
and mOsques, said Charles Ra ....~lings, the 
Nee's director of urban programs. "We 
started as a small program with a grant uf 
S40(},OOO," he said. "Now we have grants in 
the area of $3.2 million." 

All such programs must pay their own 
bills, and then file for reimbursement from 
AmeriCorps, participants said. 

The NeC project awards only the college 
voucher, The Jiving expense of an 
AmeriCorps volunteer is covered by the re
ligious groups. 

While some college students are from 
middle-class families and go to expensive 
universities, others are minorities attend· 
ing community colleges -and they benefit 
greatly from the voucher, participants said. 

The church council tries to "target need
ful populations." As a result, 30 percent of 
the AmeriCorps awards go to' work with 

. blacks and 30 percent to assist Hispanic 
concerns. The rest goes to general work by 
volunteer religious agencies. Mr. Rawlings 
said. 

None of the participants reported dis
putes over the church-state issue of federal 
money being dispensed through a faith
based organization. 

Sister Schneberger said that while they 
operate out of a religious college, there is 
nothing sectarian to the work. "1 pray a lot 
for the volunteers;' she said. 

]n Dallas, Mr. Stoesz said a picrure of 
Jesus may hang on a church wall where . 
volunteers conduct a program, but no one 
is teaching Sunday school. "We're not going 
to take the picture down," he said. 

Similarly, the NCC work follow.; a well
established pattern in which church agen
cies receiving government money neutral
ize the religious setting of the work. 

"We police it very carefully," Mr. Rawl· 
ings said. Still, he said, religious tU'oups in 
partnership with government funding "is lJ 
good adjustment in American (:Ulture." 
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Volunteers'.' 

bringshi#e .' 

toRaifibow 

By DO'ioCUrtln:., .
Dcttwer Post statt _ 

1tW.de the ~bawno~, a free 03Y

care ~ter fur ehUdren with AIDS or 

special ....... h&ljlo ~ young clilld" self 

poruait' :that reads; "I Have AIDS: 

Please aug Me. ICM'tMake You Sick." 


· On Saturday. lO volunteers d<Jnned 
'W(lrl; gloves and sweat shirt! to spruce 
up the RAInbow House,: in northeast 
Denver! scheduled to open next montb. 

, after a fivtHIrolltb biatus. " 
'the effort was part of naUonil Make 


a DiUerenee Day. et'IOtdinatOO by the 

Vohmtee.rs of America. II. national. non

Pn'lt1t orgaruuUon with a -chapter In 


" ColotllOO'; 1.1:tiS mara the mth year for 
Make a mft~ Day. . . 
-, Several',Qf· Saturday's volunteen 

· 'were from AmerlCGrps. a dotnestic 
Pe.aceCorps deVoted to commwdty.ser

· vICOp""_·;;:,;···.I· . . 
-The Rainbow House, 3400 Bruce Ran. 

dolph Ave.,' bas bc61 closed since May 
· for~UcCns!ng by the ~te. ' . - .,' 

, Volunteers of America took. over the 
facility inJuly and hopeS to reopen it in . 
two to t.hire wooks;'sald Catherine Pisa· 
no Rainbow House direCtor nnd a Vol
uniem, of America Pl'Ojecl coordinator. gifts fOr ~~ boUday parlles At!d on-site 'nle once Jtlll-down property;previOUsly used 

'. 
o 

'11'8 the only ehild-cm facility. in counseUng by the: Mental HeatthAssoclation of 0010-~ wU1 be renovated and used as a support 

· this area that·servtlf tliI! populaUon,'" rado and the Mental nealth CorpofaUon of Denver, clllty tor Rambow Hoose, though Us eJact use fuI 


Ill...Id.·· " .' Including « program ealled "LIving and lA!arnIJIg .... d.-, Pisano Mid. The'bockyard 

· The lieewre I.s es.pecled tQ arrive as 1!ith HIV.". . probably ~ used to eJpa.ml the current playgro' 

soona.sthesUrfblnp1ace.Pisaoosa~ Wlille the ehUd<tfe center ii miny clean·and .~"'. . . 
Tbeeenter J.s to be licensed for 2S eml- ready to reopen. voluntetrB WiI1"i:ed Sa.turday on an "A lot of contract. work ~ to be done but II 

_'dren and 11 infanta. 3efViDg dUl~ 11 . anclllary house nut door whatting waist-hlgb ~.' Pisano said, ." . . . 
· ~ to 12 years 01<; [iye ~ a ~ weed; trlmmlng tms. $tl11bblng floors .and walls ChUdren with. AIDS Qf ~sure to the vlru: 
year·rllUlld.. and hauUng ....... . from immediate lamilies willi mvIAIDS ore ell! 

I· It.iiI offer. ~t -melds. macks,-ll. "I think it's. very impOrtant to give-b';,d to the Cor day care at the· Rainbow House. Qtlldren 
clothing bank. hlillday and birthday: oommunity and to people that an! 10 need, s:ald vol· other special aeeds also .re CODddered. 

unteer Louisa Coons, lIS abe took a break fnlm the 303.3$5-9581 (or ellglbUlty lntonnaUon. 
smell of ammonia emimating from .. tbe house, . . 
~'Ttiere's a lot of peoplf! In need who bave less than 1 
have.," said Coons, a former geological teclmiclan fnr 
Amoot)who resigned three years ago and DOW gives 
more of her Ume to volUnteer work. .• 

http:Vohmtee.rs


INew C~DD of volunteers 

~aWorker'Autumn Dial plants e $IDa apruce'on Ebey Island FtIday ettOf a aweartng-In. ceremony at Naval,Statton,E~. .' . . , 

·Corps to therescue 
Volunteers help themselves by helping communities 

, .' .', 

"Iget to go 
outevery day 
andmokea 
difference.l 
gettohelp 
!ddswho 
wendna 
predicament 
likelwasin 
..." 

See CORPS. Page4B 
'" . ~. = 



mPtENO!.IUNfTHE~COOl\I 

fftOM THE STEPS OF CITY HAll in Hartford Tue1day. Mayor Michael p, Peters watches as this year's Hartfe 
AmetlCorp1 memben do Qlisthertia to warm up rOt their duties asmil'l9 in city ~QOts. In foreground. 
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AmeriCorps 
:Is Prepared 
For Start Of 
A New Year 

8y STEVtN GOODE 
(ourilrrt Suff Writ-ef 

:It was early and oold, bUt Tim 
G:reen was right where he wanted fo 
be. swuilng on the steps or i:tty hall 

iii.Hartford. ,' 
, '"ThIs Is the day I've been Waiting 

(or," said Gl:"ren, who endUred the 
rt)orning chill Tuesday with about 
ill other Hartford AmeriCorpa 
nttmbers to kkk off thIs year's com
munity service ~ , 
:Now in Its third 7e3J' In the city, 

the group tradlUonally be&lt1$ Its 
p~ with encouraging wordS 
ft:om Mayor Michael P. Peters and 
Hartfurd Amerioorps Program DI
rector Jeffrey E. Parks arid calls
tbenlcs to get peopie wwed up. 
Then it is off to city classrooms, 
w)rore they will 00 assisting [or tM 
~year. .., : 

·The local program's objectives in" 
~lude Improving educational 
3Chle~nt. offering English end 
ntathematics tutoring. ImlI1emel1t. 
Il}g or support.iJl8 (f;(!sUng OOmrnu
nlty leamlng tenters and home. 
~ clubs,. recruiting paTents to 
~te in their chUdnm"s ed\;, 

c4tlon. mentorlng and BpOnsorlng 
w.eekend community .ervlte 
ProJects. Memben> wID work In IJe. 
CWoes. Park\1.ll¢ SAND, Sancllez 
~Wish &Choots. 
::~ Green., ~ the journey to 
S(JID Sdwo, where he will be 
~ 00gan during the sWM'ler. 
Green. who was unemptoytd 4fter 
wrklng as a oook., looked Into the 
~tlonal program on the ndvice of 
1115 sister Mary, who had gone 
~ 11 t"\\'O years ago. ,
::After passing a" written test that 
included an essay and Eng!1sh and 
~thcmaties questions., Green went 

HARTfORO 

HeatherOeOominicis of East lyme.left and Geysey Andinoof Hartford, ~ M arduous serles,or tnter
View$ bclbre finally getting the call 
Il;tat he was accepted lntQl!he pro Green's ravorite. ;;:h!ld~ develop. award (or college or vocational community," farks said 
"!"'" . moot $¢hOOllng if they romP/cte the pro. Oct::c$wnal storks ITparting T ..In mid·September. the grouP'$ gram. He said they ~jWl little lan. OrCl!n's experiences In the Rarf/oniembers. whoaro 17 ro25and must Parks said the members. woo a.re 

gible reward for their etfort$,. but AmtriCorps program will apPElitve at least a lUgh school diploma, expected II) pul in a mi.nimum ':or 
thai Ulat is not why they enrolled. on this page. More in/ormatfOn ~thered fur training $E:$Sl(lM in 1,700 hours. roeelve a stipend of 

the progrom is (Jooilable 0/ (8stress managem®l, sexual harass about $160 a w~k, trn.nsportalion ''They are interested (n maklng a 
~enl, expectations.. goals and. allowances and II $4,5C() OOUCllti(lnru dilfe",ofX" In a thUd. a school and a 29&3521, 

http:Park\1.ll
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MIAMI HERALD 


ur'hegift of reading" 

Collegians get first-graders off to a good start 
. . '-.1 Is)r". .. . 

IfAHAUIANAZARE;N0 l:. ~(nr1 r THE NEED TO ·"1 know tb&t our children need this. It hu' 

.~Alt. FL 
SUNDAY 523,735 

SEP 6 199B 

IIiliD IJIIIOmIlm1lII11I11111iI111I1 mil! 
Bvl!l1€.<U'$ •• 

"•••• ;11",He "'" 

HOrafdStaftWmllr,
Accepting the help offered to students 

and staff at Kinloch Park Elementary School 
was easy for Princip:d Leticia Millan. 

"Our students did not do weU in reading. 
Out readins: scom; were not very high," Mit~ 
ian said. 

The principal readily ~ when di<trict 
administrators' offered the-F1uan.ti neifl· 
borbood school help tbrougtl the Amenca 
&ads tutoriQ program.

Teachers were st.mggting to givc,stUdents 
_ most ofwhom live at or near the po-v'erty ; 
lev~ _ individual attention in their cn:)wded clasS
rooms, much less all the help they needed to master 
readin$. '. . . . 

been a wt.ak area for our children .. M-iJian 
said. . . • 
. President Clinton introduced the Amer~ 
ica Reads Challenge two yean ago, eallins; 
on college students. churcbgoers and other 
yoluntecrs to tutor elementary scbool stu.
dents who need~ help 'ltarni~ to read, 
especially those ~tiU behind by third grade.. 
. Nationwide, more than.1000 colleges 

. have taken up ~clnillenge.luC')' dedicated 
some of their federal work--studr dollars for 
students willing to serve as readmg tutors at 
area schools. . . ". .u...._ 

. . H~· Miami~Dade ~inmunitY Coll~_ . ". CANDA~~, 
orpnized II coalition of local colleges and univmi~ . INDMDUALATTENTJONrSCRUCIAL:TutorCtistobaffm 

. PLEASESEE WoINQ, 48 wor1<. with Blanca Dlaz: 7. ot Kinloch Pari< Semontary. 

http:F1uan.ti


dentl the oppoiwnilY to let the 
one,..,noOnC aUemiOlllhey need. 

"Ttac.ben: need IUP,llQrt. _The,. 
wtrtl to Jive the studenu the indl. 
Yid1.1a.i attention tbey n«d, but 
~hc)' au'I," Sclwmm uid. "W.e 
lave to tlUlik crea.ti~ly {)J'J hDWto 
prov1de .tudents ..nd l~ 
with .addili<mal IWppOO . 

..tt would be ideal to haw _ 
ttK»'!t: with 111 troined proU:UKUW,
but thlatt lW are desi~ AI'¢ 

nOI: feasible with the limited 
rtlQlltus fhat many schools 
ban:.'" 

The ittdiyidual attention stu· 
dtnu ~ ttotu tutor$, So::humm 
$aid, it trilical fot them. 

At stbool. like Kinklcll Park,. 
where 38 percent of awdcntt Ii'l¢ 
at Of tlUt tht: poveny I-evcl. iltdi
vidWIJ auention is crucial. Chil· 
dtel'! who live in poverty an: I'tI()I't: 
liktl'l to bave paWlta who are not 
(otntllly educated. and thus leu 
likely 1(1 read w their ehildn:n at 
MIIlt. SClluinm said. 
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o ~ agree reading well 
by third grade Is crucia! 

MENTORS WAN::-::T~E=D___" , 


S~pO,~",,~,~~~ Carole Quan (flghl) lpeaka at the:"ldckofl wednesclay.of a,"'" 1"",1" 
and Mills College .Presldent Janet Holmgr~n (loft) look on. 

. ,.. , .,:: 
graders should read 
well. ~t goal, seen asVolunteers 

crucIal by exper~ on 

OAKWIO readIng; also is central
lliteiacy Is an epi to the Clinton adminismount campaign
demic in Oakland. tration's America , One adult In Reads initiative. : 
four cannot readI 	 against iII~eracy
beyond the thlrd	 By that standard, 

grade level. Two out of . Oakland's students 
three publiC school students cannot read at the have a'longway to go: In a test last spring, only 
level expected for theIr grade. 23 percent of thlrd-graders 'turned In satisfactory 

There is opportunity, however, to help change reading scores. 
the dismal numbers. i\ 

The Oakland schools have set a goal: All thlrd- Please see Reading. NEWS·9 

~eading: Just 115 of 500 mentors enlisted so far 
~ from NEWS-I 	 day's news conference al City-Center Plaza. end not Call behind: said Darlene Hardin. 

-our. Is 0 knowled.i!e·1!.ased economy, the scltoo!'l UtcrlCY COIeh. -U's essenUa! 
lin Ihe service or that goal. bolh the city People who cannot read would not be able that they gel that help lIS soon lIS there's Ihe 

and federal f.n1erICO~ VISTA worke,.. 10 rompde,- flr5t stgn ofthcm beginning 10 fall behind," 
hsve been tryiO{ to-niiirVolunleer reading Experts agree that If studenls.do IIOt John Ba»c:1. a reUred biophysics ~. 
lutors. They can t nnd enough. read wdl by the third "grade. they rarely searcher who lutors at Allendale. said the 

'"The .hort(lIlts stgnfficant,- said Bn:nda catch up _ \11th disastrous consequences. IndlvldualltlenUon he glvtS seems to have 
L)'lIch, selllor program dlredor WIth the Studies show chUdrrn who annot IUd well I s~t Impact. 
Marcus /I.. Foster EducaUonallnsUlule, The In the early grades are more likely to drop -You can fed IIke..,you're really doing 
Mogtncy, whk:h Ovtrsec5 Oaklend's school 0111 and 10 gel pregnant lIS teell·~I"$. . . some good." he aaId. "The possibility of 
vol,W!.tcefS, hope$ to recrull 500 mentors, "The child who's lUll struggling In thlrd m~ I dllIerence In these children's lives 
bU110 fir has found and tralned only 115. 	 .....,,_ .... r...""h ......,,_ '4 .~ ....41 ....",kI_" .. .--, . 

http:studenls.do
http:wednesclay.of
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TREAsURE VAllEY 

AmeriCorps volunteers will start at Bogus 


. state," KtUy Hou$CC1J. eucu: in thls ~~~ Ie$- er as I tetm. Tbey'!l &l$o 1eftL.. 

After orientation, * •• a • & A ,;...·21::..\-.:::· I J' ';'''_'. 
they'll help others 
around the area 

1-"i11fl;l; 
I'l.~~ 

"It's not so much 
about growingeoo
nomlcally. but help-
IDgIhe people o! 
Idaho reaIly:beoonie 
ilmlstedin their 
oommunl1;y." 

That'1~.~w lIlLY........ 
"" ",.,.,. jW< """.. on .. 
vo!W'ItI:« I year ofilidr tiInIl:\o 
tht catiOIW equIva.lent of the: 

""""""'" 
......dIrwIortrftfll 
IlbiltC ' ... "" .....
_0. ...... 

~iJamtial:la!.set-
_pmgamthltw:csat:!uJt,.d. 
an ag¢f IlId backgroumb. to 
work with nat1onD.I; stem and 
Ioed~ orpnb;tttims. 

In ~ fur 1,'100 ho\IfI 
of Kl"Iice, Am~ vc!un
t:eenI ROOve. modct SIiptDd 
\l:) pay for Uvi:Ig ~ At 
the md of the ~ /XII;)< 

tract, ead:'I abo Will ~ In 
educarioo. aWlUd wotth S4,'nS 
i1 any ~1Id~ unI· 
Yerdy flI tmdt&d:!Qcl 

"S'::lIuofthemservebecaUAe 
!Myslalply wan! to ~.yeu 
af sttViee to thclr (tIWlttY or 

~dt~ in rnm-""'III fdIho, Ih«R prog:n!llIf In
""'" < ~ ,.. The Idaho me> AuJerI·"""'--

, 
Edtlcation ~ Invclved 
In ~ eduCliVln 

.and~=:~t!i~~i 
VQ!\Ill.teel1l w1IIlurn what 1lk4yoo'repartofthatgrurer 
~~~theyfitiDto ~=-11l.1daho,"Hcustaa 

.theCn:::l'o'bWr~W:' -~~~~~ 
ttve rllrc<:tm' of rhe Idaho Com tutoring and fIl4(Ir.orlng prt; J.!an, ent.itled .~~ mat1! about Jdaho':s QIl. Sevual attivities. wch .. 
~ for National and Ca:J. 1- Gmw.w '" tuntl mIb;gp. aI'Id how to de- h!DI. a.o4 • ta!ct ll!.ow. &rI! 
munity Suvlc.!. Hid. for alb ~ The YOW'Ig Com¢'''mty '1t'. oat I1Of!IIJCh~~ vUlp an.1f9I~ ford!ver- ~ at ~h'lImspfrit. 
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$hot Ill; a~~)O'Ition ~~$UCh ..Habi the people ofldlhu m.llybe- te:m ~ina:D ldalu:t._ are ranp;;S limn 18-year.-old:l to. 

Now in itt fourth yur. the tat lot HutaIDiI1. oome ~ III. their ~ not. 7J.yeat~M!DWI. M!:at idtbo 
prngrnm has 4O.UOC VI.'lIunteer.I ,.. The Idaho 'State Parks In ntly,"HO\.lStoAwd.' "It's Iurnl If.lmerlmes to teel voIimItom1lteffttheir1ato~ 
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Q&AIAnthony deGuzman ! 

,?~~~~9~e on One With the Ve~;':~~;m~ 

.. houslnI for tM reUege snutenu. We 
.'1'T aU began In New Haven in l~ make the best use of Ute communl. 
. Vrltb two students. tit Yale Unl- ty's ~ Because ot the pn:;. 
". verslty. Aaron UebermM and gram America Reads, President 

Rebeeca Weintraub. It's called Clinton', initiatIve to na~ all Chtl· 
Jumpstart, a ontxm.o(lne men\.ortng dren read lndependently by the end 

);:yl'ltem for preschoolers that Is 1lO\! a of third grade. the Federal Govern· 
-':pmnber of the A~lonal _ mem will pitk up 100 pereent of the 
"Siirv1ce NetW(lrkWIih programs in Federal work/study money used to 
.'Mmmattan; WoshlngtQn. D.C., aOO support college students working In 
..~n. the head OfUce. I Americll Reads projects, Jumpstat't 

. Jumpstart New Haven is !lGW nm Is an Ameri<:a Reads pruJett. 
'.by 2&-year-Q1d Anthony deGUlm~ • 
'·~ts txeeutlVe director. The program, Q. What 1$ your msociatfott with 
: meant to bolSter educational efforts ttw Bush Center '1\ Child Develop
"like Head Start. CQnttnlle5 to recruit ment and Socia! Polley in New Ra-, 
'~ege student mentorn tor 3· to 50 ven. Md Yale thtfvertity? 
.,year-olds. A. We bave II: strong oonnectloo 11) 

:'. MT, deGuwman, a graduate of boUt The Bush Center evalUaWs dle 
~~etown Unlvers!ty. cWs! (If etfectivenes;$ Of the program. Yale Is 
~19S2, became a member of TenCh fOT wnrldng har<i In Improving Its rela· 
·'Atnerlca. part of the Presidential dons with the oornmunity. 
'~eweatlona1 and servIce initiative ' • 
'Catlect..hnmriAAlJl.!.Jj,tld in 1m and Q. Give,. #orne" $kepttcrsm @Out 
~199S taugbtelementary school In the the effiCWlcY Of brood publle pro
'Bn:m.x.' grams.cunYOIHrtrns£klJumpstart', 
;:- At luropstart.1te is continuing an managerial ex«tlence7 
Anlerkan t.rad!tkut of combining A. The Corporatkm for National 
:~n and service til community SeI"ViCe _ thtey make sure that we 
·'that reaches far back. Under Presl- admllIi$ter the Amertc.orps gTant ap. 
'~t Franklin Roo$evett, there Was proprlawty. We haw internal ac
.&be G,l. mu. CtlUcgc eduatlon, {/,IT rounting. We have an audit evcry 
',pillltary _service. PJ'¢Sident !<eM&- year. 
,~II Peace- Corp$ took needed belp to •

Q.ls a community' ft'rviM pm

..~ intGlilw in 1991l,and President 

Other cotUttriu., President Bush 

,rom tnatU! mou tt(tccUve. r( run tu 

:.£lInton in 1m the National ,and 
 cbustnus1 

COmmunity Service T:ntn Acts that 
 A. Yes. when serv1c:e organh:tlUcms i 
~~ Amerioorp5. , thtnk more ent~reneurnlly. they I 
::-: In jumpstart" new oW($ at t.be .cNlate morn oppo:t1UnItleS, not only ! 
cOmer of Gn:we and onu-ch Sttetts far the people 'WIthin their orgntIi1.a. 
~ New llaml. Mr. DeGuzmatt n! tlon. but people within the communi

"mtly 4iscussed Jumpstart's :con ty. to get tnvolved - important to 
temporary ntcbe. Exccrpts from that create II EUStablabIe funding base. 

'~rsatio1'l folklw. . 

\ '. -, , " • 



r."· ., ". . 
. 'Q. What does JUmp$l4rt do? 

A. We m::ndt ~llege students and,Jraln !.hem to work with preschool 
Children, one on one, children In 

} Read Start and other early chUd care 
''Programs from law·lncome neigh.

borhoods. 
.f'" We work with parents and schools 
"'to pr~pate Children to enter klnder
i'garten. SChool re:adil'\eJ$ is one ot the 
liriost important taetot'$in the child's 
;>success in educatlon. We build skills, 
'410 that the lirst day they enter kin· 
-4ergarten they're prepatW te> pat· 
~Uclpate in activities and. (.1eV2lop lit
eracy and mathem.atical skills. 
>~,.'.' .' 

.j ,.Q. Lltenicy and motitemattcaJ 

oiFill.$ at that cgt'i? 

~,..A. What a Jot ot people don't recog~ 

~ Is that Children a.rt't constantly .. 

learning ftom ap xero' on. and 

::they"re learnIng pn:Uteracy skills, 
rsuch 83 how to bold a bock. colors. If 
they can write their name. read 
signs.. Cooking. for example: - there 
are measuremMts. We: work with 
the famUy to understand that read· 
fng to their child is sneb an 1mpor

i tant component to tbelt edl.leat.k'ltl.. .
I • 
! Q. An theTe CliU'rla tor Choosll12 
!i;hlldren for Jumpstart? 
: ~ J\.'rhere are. We ask teachers to 
:Wentlty ehlldrm who are somehow 
~'troggling in their presd:w:»cl class
:tooms. By struggling, I mean devel
''(Pmentally behind. In addition to the 
;academ1c realm. there'. the socla1:lmd mental. Academfe and sodal 
:qeOO.s 01 the clilld play mto our selee> 
I tlon process.. 
!t ..: • ' _
I.Q. Why target 3- to So-year-olds? 
,~ I\. Generally, prcgtams wurk with' 
~ tn 1M late elementary Il&~II~ up. U's incredibly important ta 

work with children who are yoopger 
- to prevent a lot of problems, to 
really mentor children. 

• 
Q. Wh(!t tJ/ childr4l<n whO coutd bill'!

il/ft from JumpsUlrt but dan'! get to 
pnschool for the challC* of being 
$tlt:Cf4!d'? 

A. TIlut's a real chaUertge, There 
are YN18 children,. pa.rtlcularly in 
inner dUes, also in rurnl areas, that 
never have a preschool experience. 
We would like to provide services to 
all young children from l(Iw·Lnoome 
neighborboods.

The parent is. a child's first teach
cr. Jf the parent Is doing a great job, 
their eh!ld Will be prepared to leam 
when entering kindergarten. Reali$
t1ealiy. that doesn't alway! happen.. 
S1ngl~rent homes and mothers 
needing to work. they need betp. 

So 1 thl.nk programs like Head 
Start and working with 3- to 5-year~ 
0111$ 1.$ Important. Children nt!ed 
StlmUlat1ng experl~ees. 

• 
Q. How do ytnI ge: the word out to 

families with chtl.iren a: risk? 
It.. In CoMeeticut. there was legis-

Jatlon thi$ year to broaden the reach 
of pusc..hooJ progrMl$.

• 
Q, What dittingu:Wtes day caTe 

from preschool? 
. A. Day care 13 less academic.. Pre

school has an ac.ademlc tinge to 1t. 
bas trained profess!onals In the: field 
of early chjldhood development. 

• 
Q. How does Jumpsrort differ 

from Head Start? 
A. tt's a servlee program designed 

to enbance presebool services. Ev
ery school needs help trom the com

munity to work with certain dUldren 
in famUles that need extra help. A tot 
of Children get lost in Head Start 
classrooms, aU classrooms.. because 
there ate tew adults. 

A tot of children unfortunately are 
put on 11 special ed traek We're 
strong proponents for working With 
eVery chUd to make sure that if they 
are not special ed, they don't go to 
speclal ed" which fUd$ up saving 
every taxpa~r money, beeauu spe

. dat ed is expensive. WarkIng one on 
one can Identify what a clilld's spe
dUe: needs are and then bWld the 
curriculum around them. 

• 
Q. What makes Jumpstart unique? 
A..Otberthantbe faetthalwework 

with young children, what truly sepa
rates Jumpstart from other service 

•
Q. 00 you $uPpor1lhe idea 411 cam

pensa.tiJtg Juntp$tru't', coUega stu
dents for their community ,ervle:~? 

A. Q)lIege students need to earn 
money. J don't see any reason why 
they shouldn't be paid. particularly 
when that money Is gaing into thelt 
education. When you complete the 
Jumpstart Pro&ram. you receiw an 
Am~ Educatloo Awvd _ 
used to pay stut1eru IOaJU. tultlon or 
tor future loans, graduau: s.chool. 
Junerleotp$ creaw servtee opportu· 
nltles. . 

_ 
Q. Wha:t frlUe.red }'<lUT fnUrut 1,11 

contnWni6t UIVloe: ? .' 
A.. If I ('.OOld point at ORe' thln& it 

hu to be my e.xpuIenca with the 
Teadl tor Amerlca program In New 
York.ctty. where I taught 6th grade 
ret two years. I was tntetested In 
helping. commWll.ty UIce the OM I 

Qrgan.lzatioruI is the -quality and· actuaJlY came from. I was born In 
amount of tratnJng we provide. We 
hire professionaJs to panlclpate In 
the training. We've designed a pro
gram where college students can 
have a direct impact. One parent 
l!kes to say...Ju.mp;start saved my 
c:hUd from going Into the edueatimal 
ju.nkdrawer. Now. he's an honor rQli 
student in second~" 

_ 
Q. What is the program's mQiOT 

dlt.illen.ge? . 
A.. Language. Chlldren we work 

with have a lImited vocabulary. We 
try to strengthen the child's primary 
language. whatever they're- MQSt 
comfortAhle speaking. '1llat leads ro 
$UCooss when you leam to read. 

_ 
Q. How is, Jumpstart funded? 
A. Our budget in New Haven is 

rn:un a oomblnation of ~ _ 
from Amerlcorps.local private foun

lnneroCity Wash~ nc. Bkl1ogi· 
Citlly, my father was Afrlca&Amert
can. my mother WIIS ll"ish.- I was 
adopted when I ~85 1 year aid. 

• 
Q. HOJ the dillenity in)'OUT ~ 

ground tnhttneed your wr«r $klU$1 
A. V1U'yvery muclt so. Myfu.tbef ls 

F1!ipmo. my mother 1$ cau~ 
They have tViQ blclogleal d:l1ldml. 
My yatlIl,&et brother Is hall Afrkan. ' 
balfBUftlpe.an.alsoadopted..DtversJ.. 
ty bas never been an issue. We 
proved It can work. 

• 
Q.ls Jump$t:crt expandIng 1UI!ion. 

<illy? 
A. We're ~ two new sttet. 

one in San FrandscO. and one in LD:s 
Ange1e$.. our goa! is to have a 1,000 
colle,e students: working by the year 
lOOO, which ttanstaw Into over 
10,000 chlJdren per year. • 

\ 

http:dlt.illen.ge
http:commWll.ty
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.New era sees newforms of vocations 

wUy ret eynlQ.! orj.aded. ever tM next !IO years. volunteerthe ~~tM chUd.1rtrt 1hone04s 

SMsaldthev~(:(JrIII!tQ Inc ttl Mlv In ....rkrus COmtnlmltyoflhclrpanmtl.M 'Mcll.~ 
One d Ure more rewarding them "fre5I\ .tId fUll of enem" ".....w!illewand the ather sl$tca Ire Kendr(ck w1shea ewl7 nun ofparts othec'N<.:otk wu!t.achlna a15-

llite *t~ ~ WlJrkMraes (who} her order oouId have: J«n tMvol,
~manhewwread. 

IWI have a lot to Q(Tcr because ~' orientation ses.tton • 
wlfvc been dollll lhit. f<rr • long . wbetetheyG{)( tIpS on$Ohtl.i\t:~'This is the wave of tllM lIld wt dol. goodJoh... ttlcts, hrtorlnc: ll'\l1livtnc; 1D com· 

the future' SM: desl:rlbes.tM new recrul.t$ Imlldty - j1J.$1; to tel:! lhe ~ 
.... people who "aet It,~ manlnJ these )"0\11\1 ~ br1nJ. 
ttwJy1ltldcrmn4 t.M bottom line of "This l.t the 'Ir"aYll of the &tul1l 

rnl»ion wort. "1t'a not Just • job. for!.lut Sisters ofNt:I1.re ~.. she"YOU !tel Ad. You wl.$h you 
ll'U\ott~~td1Th!)'lIetlt In £atd. A(Sd\n; that It oortalnly beatso:rn1d fUr with !.hem )'OUr wbok meeitlnes where the sisteR only lite ami !tWIt • tllm!l'tnOI: in their the big oontut." 

dlsclw bow to prtparf: rer m~And thO', confident thfy11 ear·U*~ she said. 
That's the klrut « optimbm ry that ~rstandlnll With them 


Kendrlck tallsa$l'ul( in tM&rm (Or /' """ 

Ute ~ who'vo been wwl<:ms 

"'"!th tIw poor Cor ye:mand mu1d 


r 

http:Nt:I1.re
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scandal, BiU Clinton envisioned a new wave ofyoung 
volunteers inspired to public..meejust as President 
Kennedy had inspired him. By the time the RepubllcaJlS 

in Congress got through with i~ what Clinton hoped would he the 
eenlerpieee of his domestic agenda was rIldneed to liM more than 
a token effort. Now, wblie Clinton fights to save his presidency, 
AmeriCorps may he kiUed entirely. 

Even in its rIldured state, Ameri~has made. dill'mmre. 
An analysis in the Sept. 25 Chronicle ofHighe:r Education con· 
cludes that last year, AmeriCorps participants tutorllil half. mil· 
linu children, helped immunize 45,000 people and restorlld or pre
&eIVed 28,000 acres of public land. AmeriCorps members have 
planted trees, helped renovate buildings. and assisted with litera· 
cy Progr1UllI!·

In retum fur their ..rvioo work, AmeriCorps members cam 
scholarships, and more than 30,000 young people have ",nverted 
AmeriCorps scholarships into college tuition. Pnrticipants have 
also devoloped a taste for community ..mea. After AmeriCorps" 
more than • third went on to work for nonprofit group., and about 
halfdo volunteer work for at least six hours a month, according to 
the Chronicle, 

But while even some ofClinton's critics ....red. AmeriCorps 
has prodneed results, if. still one .fClinton'. few signahim initia· 
tives, which makes it a taIget fur his opponents. The House has 
eliminated AmeriCorps entirely from the budget for the federeJ 
fistal year that hegins today. . 

Inhis scond.l·weskened atote, Clinton is in no position to vig. 
orously defend even programs close to his heart Fortunately, 
AmeriCorps has frienda in the Senate, which has voted to contia· 
ue the $4.25 million program at cw:rent levels. As H.... and 
Senate leadexs hannner out a compromise budget, we hope the 
Senate will prevail on this one. AmeriCorps is toe good • program, 
fur its volllllloers and the communities they serve, to f8ll victim to I 
scondaI polities. .

1::> .._._ .'_ ... • .. ..._ .__ 
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Public service at a savings

c (p~9lfrT c:nITORIAI

WhO Aid the contract cost about one-

Aj
mericorps wor'kers «vo . 
unteets only in the sense 
that they haven't been draft~ 

\ ed to perfonn public service 
. obs. The $1.69 per hour 

I they are earning in Sarasota County is 
, meager compensation for the Jabor 

they penonn. Braving mosquitoes, 
snakes, fire ants, poison ivy. pressure~ 
cooker heat and humidity'. and the 

, sticky sap of Brazilian pepper bushes, 
they are saving public agencies major 
e~se while· removing exotic vege

. tati<ln from park lands. . 
, Recently. workers in the federal 
1 program have stripped Brazilian pep
. pers and other exotic plants on public 
.lands throu,ghoutsouthSarasotaCowi
tty. Theirlal>oBhavetakenlhemtoOs' 
C1f Scherer State Parle, properties ad~ 
joining the Intracoastal Waterway and 
otherareas.They were hired byCbuck 
Listowski. executive director of the 
West Coast InIandN~onDi.trlof.; 

fourth the expense of hiring indepen« 
. 

earn a living 
an education 
lor apI"""!-

Therr sti~ 
to' payoff a student 

loan or education. They 
contract to serve one year and can 
serve a maximum of two. Publk: ser
vice areas availabte include education. 
public safety, human needs and theen~ 
virorunenL 

AmeriCorps is one oftheClintonad
ministration's singular successes. We 
conuneru!!he WClND and parks offi
'cia!s for taking advantageo!the oppor
!unity represented by AmeriCorps to 
complete some much-needed, hard 
work. Most of aU. we applaud the 
AmeriCorps warke.rs. whose ambi~ 
'tions led them to this commendable 
and difikult public service. ' __ j 

http:warke.rs
http:SA-ItA.on


Corporation for National Sen'ice: Update on Press and Marketing Efforts 

Public SCn'ice Announcement: 

• 	 AmcriCorps television and radio PSA's have received more than $23 million in free 
airtime over past 18 months. 

OpEds: 

• 	 David Gergen "The nation's new patriots" u.s. News & World Report, November 2, 

1998 


• 	 Stephen Ambrose "Preserve the Citizen Service Tradition", Wall Street Journal 
October 23, 1998 

• 	 Marc Racicot, governor of Montana "Community scrvice that works" published in 
The Washington Times on August 31, 1998 and The Hill on September 2, 1998 

Editorials: 

Top 50 Newspapers: 

• 	 Wall Street Journal "Who should teach?" July 15, 1998 
• 	 The New York Times "Punishing AmeriCorps" September 19,1998 
• 	 Houston Chronicle "Serving Houston: Youth Corps here demonstrated its value" May 

10,1998 
• 	 The Dallas Morning News "Building Blocks: Well-regarded program shows the value 

of AmdriCorps" May 26, 1998 
• 	 The Philadelphia Inquirer "Return of the dollar: Congress should keep investing in 

AmeriCorps" June 1998 
• 	 The Columbus Dispatch "AmeriCorps: National Service program seeks renewal" July 


28, 1998 

• 	 Columbus Dispatch "Bright spots: Program gets youths thinking, helping" June 3, 


1998 

• 	 The Salt Lake Tribune "Support National Servicc" April 26, 1998 

Olirer Newspapers: 

• 	 Concord Monitor ""No more games: Public service programs like AmeriCorps deserve 
support" July 22, 1998 . 

• 	 South Bend Tribune "Slashing AmeriCorps 6udget would have local consequences" 
July 23, 1998 

• 	 Philadelphia Daily News "Jettison AmeriCorps? No, expand it" July 29, 1998 



• 	 Pittsburgh Post-Gazette "Savaging Service: Why is Congress stalling on extending 
AmeriCorps?" August 27,1998 

• 	 The Providence Journal "Let AmeriCorps Serve" September 27, 1998 
• 	 The Oregonian "The few, the proud: AmeriCorps proves a useful alternative to 

military" January 14, 1998 
• 	 Johnson City Press (TN) "Why not national service?" April 19, 1998 
• 	 The Tribune (Mesa, AZ) "Continue national service effort" April20, 1998 
• 	 Bradent,on Herald (FL) "Your Tax $ at work" May 2, 1998 
• 	 Fort Worth Star-Telegram "National Service" May 4,1998 
• 	 Courier~Journal "Corps' constituency" October 3,1998 

Press Highlights: 

• 	 Catholic Register "New era sees new fonns of vocations" October 21, 1998 

• 	 Chicago Sun Times "Harnessing American Ideals" July 3, 1998 

• 	 The Chronicle ofHigher Education "AmeriCorps at 5 Years" September 25, 1998 

• 	 Clarion Ledger "New AmeriCorps volunteers ready to take on world" October 24, 
1998 

• 	 The Cle~eland Plain Dealer "President salutes U.S. youth volunteers" June 4, 1998 

• 	 Consumer Reports "The College Challenge": AmeriCorps used as an example of 
how to payoff college debt August, 1998 

• 	 The Dallas Morning News "Cool Crew: N. Texas heat prompts group to install 
donated air conditioners" July 28, 1998 

• 	 The Denver Post "Volunteers bring shine to Rainbow" October 25,1998 

• 	 The Denver Post "Workers give second life to ghost town" August 15, 1998 

• 	 The Hartford Courant "AmeriCorps Is Prepared For Start Of A New Year" October 
7, 1998 

• 	 Idaho Sratesman "AmeriCorps volunteers will start at Bogus" October 8, 1998 

• 	 Miami f!erald "The gift of reading" September 6, 1998 
The New York Times "Going One on One With the Very Young" September 27, 1998 • , 

• 	 The Oakland Tribune "Volunteers mount campaign against illiteracy" October 8, 
1998 , 

• 	 Time "Clinton's Pet Program Makes Many Friends" October 26, 1998 

• 	 The Wa~hington Times "Religious groups play bigger AmeriCorps role" October 23, 
1998. 

Web: 

• 	 AmeriCorps site receives nearly 140,000 hits per month. 
I 



AmeriCorps in FLORIDA 


Getting Things Done in Florida. AmeriCorps, the domestic Peace Corps, 
gives people of all ages the opportunity to serve their country here at home 
and receive money for college. Working through local nonprofits and 
schools, AmeriCorps members tutor children, coordinate after-school 
programs, build homes, organize neighborhood watch groups, clean rivers, 
recruii voiunieers, and accompiish other things that improve and strengthen 
Florida communities. This year, AmeriCorps will provide more than 1,500 
individuals with the opportunity to solve problems and build stronger 
communities in 72 projects across Florida. 

A Track Record of Accomplishment. In just four years, more than 100,000 
people have joined AmeriCorps, a milestone it took the Peace Corps more 
than two decades to achieve. AmeriCorps members have served more than 
32 million people, recruited nearly 2 million volunteers, taught, tutored, or 
mentored more than 2 million children, operated after-school programs for a 
half million at-risk youth, provided 200,000 seniors with independent living 
assistance, and built or rehabilitated 25,000 homes. This year, more than 
40,000 people will serve in AmeriCorps. 

Expanding Educational Opportunity. AmeriCorps uses the GI Bill model , 
- after completing ~ year of seryice, AmeriCorps members receive up to 
$4,725 to help fina~ce college or pay back student loans. To date, 1,835 
Florida residents hayc completed their AmeriCorps service and have 
qualified for education awards of more than $6,975,000. 

Helping Communities Meet Local Needs. AmeriCorps sponsors include 
national, state, and local nonprofit and faith-based organizations. To ensure 
that members meet 'critical local needs, two-thirds of AmeriCorps grants are 
made by the Florid~ Commission on Community Service, whose members 
are appointed by the governor. Other members serve with national 
nonprofits, AmeriCorps· VISTA (Volunteers in Service to America) and the 
AmeriCorps'NCCC (National Civilian Community Corps). 

AmeriCorps is operated by the Corporation for National Service, which also 
manages the programs of the National Senior Service Corps and Learn and 
Serve America. This year the Corporation will provide more than 
$13,000,000 for Florida communities through its support of AmeriCorps. 

"Helping our neighbors build strong 
families and communities is 
essential for a healthy Florida. 
Service-oriented organizations fifre 
AmeriCarps and its volunteers are 
helping to strengthen the fabric of 
our society. I applaud AmeriCorps' 
tremendous efforts and its 
dedication to serving the needs of 
our citizens in the Sunshine State. H 

Governor Lawton Chiles 

What's Inside ... 
~ Accomplishment Highlights ~ Contacts 
~ Member Pr~mes ~ List or Programs 
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Accomplishment Highlights 

"AmtriCorps,",worc 
lncause it provides a 
comfrocHw:, 
dwracr.:r·bu(fdiflg 
Gullet/ar /deo/(stic 
cilizen.r tl) make a real 
difTltt'i!nce in othe,. 
pttlple's lives thro«gh 
vo/unleef sltrvice, Tlurl:t 
a greot way tq lifreich 
lax dollarS' ami build an 
Imgaged, committed 
t:ftiUffl'j'.'" 
Btudenltm IImnd 
editorial, May z.. 1m 

''AmeriCurps hrads by 
f!:{ampfe, TIM memhers 
OI!f!Ufflstrate the epitome 
ofwMI myfamily and f 
call "civic Nln'''~, 
giving bock to 1M 
community tltal has 
rervcd each IJ!us so 
.... elL It is my hope thai 

. 	AmeriCorps will 
COmiIWlt to inspire all 0/ 

us to offer UUI' 6el"lli~s 

10 thosr who need il 
most-" 
Slate Stn.lot TOlll 
J~."in&S, Prttidtnt of tilt 
Florid. &calt 

American Red Cross Rapid Response Corps 
Miami 
;The ArneriCorps members based in Miami responded to six national disaster 
assignments, trained more than 10,000 children and youth in fire safety and hurricane
IIpreparedness, and responded to 100 local fire incidents. Most importantly, the 
addition of the AmeriCorps program enahled the chapter to reduce its local disaster 
response time from four hours to uIJder two hours. A speedy response ensures that ' 
'victims oflocal disasters will have a place to spend the night and food to eat. 

Notre Dame AmeriCorps Farrnworkcr Youth Empowerment 
Apopka 
Twelve Notre Dame AmeriCorps members directly assisted 1,022 farm worker and 
immigrant children in five area schools. Members tutored students in small groups 
and one-on-one settings. Results from tracking 120 students indicated an 
'improvement in 100 percent of those responding in completion of in.-class assigned 
tasks and homework, reading comprehension, and attitude about schoo). In addition, 
the members taught 120 students in a Boys and Girls Club summer program and 183 
!GED and ESL .dult learners through the GROWS Family Learning Center. 

,Habitat for Humanity 
•
Statewide 
'AmeriCorps"'VISTA members assigned to Habitat for Humanity affiliates were 
instrumental in the construction of30 houses throughout the state ofFlorida. More 
than 110 family members moved into these new homes. To achieve this goal, 
,AmeriCorps*VlSTA coordinated projects. garnered monetary and supply resources, 
coordinated services to the Habitat families, and recruited and trained volunteers, 

AmeriCorps ElderServe 
Lee and Brevard Counties 
AmeriCorps ElderServe members assisted 400 elders at risk of institutionalization and 
their caregivers. Members provided assistance to caregivers to delay the 
institutionalization of elders through respite, education, and support services. The 
members started a new project called Shared Housing which matches frail elderly 
with students or other qualified people in need of housing. In return for freo housing, 
the new roommates provided care for the elderly so that they can remain at home. 



AmeriCorps in FLORIDA 


Accomplishment Highlights 

~Our nalion's 
problems are best 
lolvedwhen 
Americans come. 
logtcfher in their local 
communities. 
Programs like 
AmeriCorps are 
klping to strengthen 
our communities, in 
F1()Yida and across tk 
naJitm, by 
i!Yu:ouraging our )'oulh 
tocngagc in 
commulliry service 10 
makt:foro 
brighter lamarro\\,." 
Congressmlln Allen 
JJoyd 

"'lJcqr Vis/a V(1/unfur, 
We appreciate YOW' 
help all year. Reading 
It impcrt0nJ 10 me 

becou,se ifI couldn't 
nad, I cQuldn't spdJ 
~.lnd whtn 1gel olck,. if 
I c(l11ldn'/ uad the 
sigru on lhe road. like 
cans/ruclion signs. 
srop signs, lifo would 
be hwd. I 'Wouldn't be 
very smarl either. I 
probably wouldn't 
pass S«qfl(1 grade. 
Thank: for helping us! 
Sincerely. EJiza~ 
5«on(l gnde student 

,AmeriCorps*NCCC with FEMA and the American Red Cross 
Tallahassee and Daytona 
A total of 67 AmeriCorps·NCCC members from four regional campuses helped fight 
the devastating fires during the summer of 1998, The members served on the fire 
'lines, helped with mop~up operations. provided logistical support at base camps, and 
'assisted the American Red Cross in mass care efforts, 

, 

Florida State Rural Development Council 
Statewide 
AmeriCorps*VISTA members secured statewide corporate donations valued at more 
than $118,00 including food and clothing, which were disseminated to nonprofit 
organizations in 24 rural counties. Members organized the construction of six homes 
through the State Housing Initiative Program> targeted for IQw~income families. 
Members organized a partnership workshop between owners, contractors and 
designers/engineers to provide affordable main line system water and sewers to local 
residents. Members also obtained approval ofan 18~unit development providing 
low-income housing for 36 families. 

~iterncy*AmeriCorps .. Palm Beach County 
pelray Beach 
Last year five AmeriCorps members served a cumulative total of 8,774 hours, with 
foUt of the five members serving well over the required ],700 hours. The members 
served as adult and family literacy facilitators at many sites, including Faith Farms, 
the Boynton Beaeh and West Palm Beach Libraries, the County Jail, the Children'S 
!;lome Society, the Glades Tri-City Family Education Program, and New Hope 
Charities, 

University of Central Florida 
Orlando 
An AmeriCorps'VISTA member was instrumental in securing a $30,000 grant from 
the Able Trust Foundation to the Ebony Beauty Academy of Central Florida, Inc" a 
vocational rehabiHtation and training program for tow income, minority individuals. 
Members provided tedmical assistance and resource development to a group of 30 
nonprofit organizations. For this group. members have developed a computerized list 
of 400 funding sources, 



Member Profiles 


AmeriCorps is going Alison Marie Higgins 
into nelghbMltoods Student Conservation Association, Nalianal Key Deer Refoge, Big Pine Key
arui improving the 

Alison is an AmeriCorps member with the Student Conservation Association's liver ofttW!l)' m-dsi 
children aruifamiltu, AmeriCorps Education Awards Program, She serves as the lead environmental 
If's teaching people If) educator for the four National Wildlife Refuges found in the Florida Keys. She has 
be empcwcred - jlal initiated outreach to over 1,000 school children. Summarizing her experience.like Ihe Peoce Corps 
has been doing abroad 	 Alison said, "This AmeriCorps experience has confirmed my desire to pursue a 
sim:e lhe early 1960:r. lifelong career in enviroMlentaJ education and volunteer coordination, as wcll as 
In lhe long run, 

provided the means to obtain it through education awards provided by theAmeriCorp:r will be 

helpirTg AmericatU Corporation for National Service." 

/rom all different 
1£W!ls ofsociety 10' 

Juanita Devineochiewr 0' beller way 
of/if,"- .. AmeriCarps Hillsborough Reads, Tampa 
!When L Crowdtr, Juanita has served tWQ years at ArneriCorps Hillsborough Reads; where she teaches
ShrriffofMulin County 

reading skills to at~risk children in Tampa, Juanita made a profound impact on most 
ofthe kids she helped tutor, but one child in particular stands out. A troubled fifth 
grader who didn't like to talk much was put in her group. Noticing the young boy 
enjoyed writing, Juanita. asked him to keep a journal. He soon learned 1:0 

"Tire AmulCorps 	 communicate his thoughts and feelings better, Others children learned to understand 
Child VicTim Rapid < him as well. Soon the hoy hogan to open up and read along with the rest of the
Rupome. panMrshfp 
is bellltWd to be. the group. "He went from failing spelling tests to making all A's, When you see these 
naliQl'l'sjirSf 	 kids improve; it makes you want to do more," Juanita said. 
schocl·ba.red program 
oJitl kind, The 
AmeriCcrps members Gordon Leopold 
play (It! fmpcnafll r~c HabitatJor Humanity, Fort Walton Beach 
in early idefltification 

I AmeriCorps.VISTA member Gordon Leopold developed a construction manual andami fnterwmtlQII 
progratwt whft:.h are 	 increased house production by 50 percent. Although Gordon finished his 
critical to .(mye/fO¥t to 	 AmetiCocps*VISTA service, he continues to volunteer with the local Habitat for 
breaK. this vicimu Humanity affiliate as well as the Red Cross and other organizations. 
o/Cle andreduce 
dOfMSIit: w(J/£1/Ct! and 
juvenfle crime . .. Andrea Hafley 
80b BuUthHltll'l, Palm Beach County Literacy Coalition, Inc.. Delray BeachAt10mty Gtntnl or 
florid. 	 As a parent trainer for the Book Buddies Program at the Children's Home Society, 

Andrea created new reading readiness materials and spent many extra hours 
searching for resources: and referrals to assist her parent clients with their problems 
and needs. Andrea was responsible fordeveloping a parent-child group.s well as 
for establishing resource materials for future planning ofthe group, in order to 
ensure that the program continued after her term of service ends. 

" 
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Member Profiles 


"This is a nwdl!i 
ptvtIrershfp. The 
mission. and lIision af 
'he Chiltlrc.l't't lIome 
Saciery and the 
Corporation far 
Natlorlal Sen-iet 
V1Sf As are vel)' 

rompalible, olUi /t is 
exciting l/wlthen 
ageffCiujciflfcrc~s. 
This parl.lU!nitip 
rkm(ltlJlroles 
collabarali<>tt at Us 
but." 
Go~terntlr L.awton 
Chilu 

"'We Mt. proud 1(1 
partrw-r with the 
Plor/rUt etmlmiss/on 
on CammUllity 
Service. Community 
untlce is alum! 
meting a difference 
DIU! life 01 a lime

beca/J$t. lifling one 
pt!rsi.m up iifl! us aU ~ 
Steve Meoahan, 
Regiorud Vi« 
President, AltstJite 
huur.lnce Comp'w), 

Connie Epperson 
Literacy Volunteers ofLeon Count, Brislol 

: Seeing that the 13ristollibrary was fined each afternoon with students who had nQ 
place to go because their parents were working, AmeriCorps·VISTA member 
Connie Epperson organized a LATCH - KEY program which provides tutoring and 
,mentoring services to 72 students. Members of a Future Homemakers of America 
I class from the local high school serve as tutors and mentors for the children. Prior to 
registering their children, parents must agree to attend one parenting workshop each 
quarter, Topics Include parenting" nutrition. and domestic violence. 

Elizabeth Leventhal 
Shalom Zone Youth Group Ecumenical Program/or Urban and Rural Service 
Coconut Grave 
Elizabeth started a reading program that involved at-risk youth reading books for 
one hour a night, three nights weekly, The youth took turns reading aloud! reviewed 
vocabulary words and answered questions after each chapter. The students 
expressed an interest in learning about the Holocaust. Elizabeth organized a visit for 
the entire Shalom Zone Youth Group to the Holocaust Memorial in Miami. The 
youth were amazed and awestruck as they looked at the wall with engmved names 
,of those who lost their lives in the Holocaust. The outing was a powerful learning 
experience for the youth and left a long lasting impression. 

Jill OIcn 
'Habitat/Dr Humanity, Fort Pierce 
AmeriCorps·V[STA member Jill Olen served with the Martin and St Lucie county 
affiliates. While involved with Project Coordination, 1m played a key rote in 
bringing Sf. Lucie county into affiliate status. She was able to recruit, train and 
develop a 20 member board ofdirectors and establish an affiliate office, During her 
time there, the affiliate completed 8 houses and relocated more than 20 peoplc into 
decent shelters, 



Contacts 


AmeriCorps was designed to help meet critical local needs ofcommunities. 1ts 
sponsorS include national, state, and local nonprofit and faith-based organizations. 
Programs represented in Florida include: 

ArneriCorps'State: Two·thirds of AmeriCorp. grants are made by state 

commissions on service appointed by the governor. For more information on 

AmeriCorps'State programs in Florida, contact Fred Sanguiliano at (904) 

921·5172. 


AmeriCorps*NationaJ: Other assignments in Florida are made by national 
non-profit organizations such as Habitat for Humanity. the American Red Cross, 
Big BrothersIBig Sisters, Boys and Girls Clubs, some of which may operate in 
Florida. For more infonnation on AmeriCorps·National programs in Florida, 
contact Marlene Zakai at (202) 606·5000. 

AmeriCorps*VISTA: For more than 30 years, AmeriCorps'VISTA members 
have been serving disadvantaged communities. The program increases the 
capability ofpeople to improve their lives. Members of AmeriCorps*VISTA 
work and live in the communities they serve. creating and strengthening programs 

, that continue after they complete their service. For more infonnation about 
AmeriCorps'VISTA in Florida, contact Michael Murphy at (407) 648·6117. 

AmcriCorps*NCCC: A full-time residential service program, AmeriCorps" 
NCCC combines the best practices of civilian service with the best aspects of 
military service. Members of AmeriCorps"'NCCC work in teams on service 
projects that help children and youth, protect the environment, promote public 
safety, and respond to natural disasters. Florida is served by the 
AmeriCorps*NCCC campus based at Charleston, South Comlina. [n the past 
year, AmeriCorps*NCCC tearns have served on projects in Belle Glade, Daytona, 
Deerfield Beach, Kissimmee, New Smyrna Beach, North Tampa, Oeala, Palatka, 
Panama City, City ofParker, Port Orange, Tallabassee, West Palm Beach, and 
many other cities. For more infonnation about ArneriCorps"'NCCC efforts in 
Florida, contact JeffBiel at (803) 743·8600. 

AmeriCorps*Education Awards: [n these programs~ members serve and receive 
education awards, while nonprofit sponsors provide most ofthe support for the 
membersf year of service. For more infonnation about AmedCorps*Education 
Awards, contact Kerry Galea at (202) 606·5000. 

AmeriCorps Promise Fellows: AmeriCorps Promise Fellows will serve with 
I community organizations working to meet the goals set at the 1997 Presidents' 

Summit for America's Future to help at-risk youth get the resources they need to 
succeed. For more information on AmeriCorps Promise Fellows, contact Henry 
Hicks at (202) 606·5000. 



AmeriCorps 
in Florida 

Program Nnme Number of Members Program Type 
Program Sponsor (if different)! 

Farmworker Youth Empowerment Project 15 AmeriCorp!!· National 

Office f.or Fannworker Ministry 

Primary City 

Apopka 

air.lo~u~n"~"tow~nC-----rC~'~lli~o~un~Co~u~n~~~Pu~b"l~ic~L'ib"nuy~C-----------------------'IKO-----------CA~m.'~rlCorps.VTIf1A 
Brooksville M;~-Floridn Community Services ,5 AmeriCorps· VISTA 

BrOOKsville School Soard QfHemando County 5 AmerlCorps+ VISTA m 

'cqlca=rw::::;nt~c~'----'A;;I~D~S~C"OiI:::;lT.i,;:jo=n~o~f~P"jn=e:;l;:las:::--2--------------jr-------.AmerlCorps·VISTA 
IkJray Beach 	 Literacy· AmeriCorps Palm Beach County 25 ArneriCofps" Nationa! 

Palm Beach Count)' Literacy Coalition 
AmeriCorps Farm Sbare .-------- ---1~6,--------A~m='~rlrC~o~,p~s~·~S~,,:,~,Florida City 
Farm Share 

florlda"t"1iT.'y,------,AiCm ;;rp;;,;-y""ou"'iJjhPP,;1jA.de -------------------------'2"2---------'A·medCorps~ Stille;;;;;";r.jC"1o
Centro Campesino 

FOrtLaud·:e~ro~.~le:----A~m~~"j~CO~~~I~O~O~S~o~"~lh""F~lo~r"ida~------------------------~2~O~---------.A~m~'~'~iC~o~,~p~'~·~N~'~t~lo~"~'1 
Fort Lauderoaic 	 Am,eriCQrp!i Fort Lauderdale Reads 48 AmeriCorps· State 

Communities in S<:bools in Broward County 

Ft. l.audetdale Naeh-BlOward Community Deve\<:Jpment I AmcdCorps*VlSTA 

Highland City United Way of Central Florida 5 AmeriC-orps·VIST A 

Homestead Farm Share AmeriCorps·VISTA 
JackSonville ArncriCorps Jacksonville Urban SchOGls Initiative , 

Flo~ida Community College at Jacksonville 

·~2~1--------'A~m=e~,~ic,,;.~,p~,~.~S~ta~l~e 

jacksonville A.meriCorps NE PlA: Working To Make A DIfference 20 AmeriCorps· State 

DePartment of Children & Families ~~District 4 
Jacksonville - Fl~da Office of the Attorney General 24 

Office of the Attorney Genetal 
jacksonville Children's Home Society of Florida 1 AmeileoJps'V{STA 

JackSOnville lia~itat for Humanity International 17 AmeriCorps·VISTA 

lake Mary Sen:inole CommunilY Volunteer Programs II AmetiC;up$'VISIT 

Land 6'like!> School Board of Pasco County "'''-16 AmeriCorps'VrwrA 
·L~an=."'KTis~s~im=m=ee:--~O~s~coocc;la,..,CO""u=nt~y~CO="~n~<..il~o~n-A~g~i~n-g------------~5..------~A~m~e~'7iCorps*VfSfA 

Mlaml Summerbridge Miami 13 AmeriCorps'-National 

Miami Miami Habitat'AmeriCorps 10 AmeriCorps' National 

Habitat fnr Humanity of Grea!er Miami ---------	 ~==~-----------------------

; If there are two program names listed within a single entry, tM second is the sponsoring organization. 
If there an: two identical progrnms with separate entries, they are different grants to the same organization, 

This is an AmeriCorps'Edueation Awards Program, I 

http:florlda"t"1iT.'y,------,AiCm;;rp;;,;-y""ou"'iJjhPP,;1jA.de


AmeriCorps 
in Florida 

Number or Members Program Type 

15 AmeriCorps· Nuional 

Primary City NRmc 
Program Sponsor (if different)' 

, 
Apopka 	 Farmworker Youth EmpowCInlcnt Project 

Office for Fannworker Ministry 
filountstown 
Brooksville 

Calhoun County Public Library 10 

5 

Amtrl~orpsiVISTA 

AmerlCorps' V IS'fA 

Brooksville 
Mid·Florida Community Services 

School Board of Hernando County 5 AmedEorps' 'lIST A 

Clearwater AIDS Coalition of Pinellas ~ AmeriC::orps. \nSTA 

Delroy Beach Literacy· AmeriCorps Palm Beach County 2S AmeriCorps· Na"tionlll 

Palm Bench CQunty Literacy Coalition 
Florida city AmenCorps. Farm Share 16 AmcriCorps.' SttHe 

'Fann Share 
Florida·"City AmeriCorps Youtn Pride 

Centro Campes!no 

22 Amcr-iCorps· Stale 

fort Lauderdale An:teriCorp$ 100 South Florida 20 Ametitorps' National 

Fortlauderda!e Amerl6irps Fort Lauderdale Reads 48 AmeriCorps' State 

Fort PIerce 
Commuuities in Schools in Sroward County 
Cbildren's Home s<>ciety of Florida AmeriCorp-SlVISTA 

Ft, lauderdale Legal Aid Service ofBroward County 2 AmO:fICorps*V[STA 

Ft Lauderdale 

Highland City 
Homestea3 

Naeh~Broward CommunilY Development 

United Way of Central Florida 
rann Share 

1 

5 

1 

AmO:flCorps'VISTA 

AmcdEurps'V[STA 

AmeriCorps'vTSTA 

JackSonville 
Jacksonville 
Jacksonville 

Jacksonville 

JackSOnville 

Lake Maty 

Children's Home Society of Florida 
Hablta\ for Humanity International 
AmeriCorps Jacksonville Urban Schools: Initiative 
Florida Community College at Jacksonville 
AmeriCQTPs NE FLA: Working To Make A Differtnce 
Depamnent ofChildren & Families -District 4 
Florida Office of the Attorney General 
Office of the Attorney Gent1'31 

Seminole Community Volunteer Programs 

17 
21 

2\l 

2' 

II 

AmeriC!)rps··WSTA 
Amerlr:orp!> iii V 1STA 

AmcriCorps*SI&te 

AmeriCorps'" Slate 

AmeriCorps. Slate 

Amerl<;orps-VIST'A 

Land O'lakes Sehool Board ofPasoo County 16 AmeriCotps·vi§TA 

Lane R:isslmmec Osceola Count)' Council on Aging l Amerlcorps'V1STA 

Miami SUf!'rnerbridge Miami Il AmeriCorps' NII-tional 

MIami Best Buddies International 6 AmeriC;orps*VISTA 

Miami Dade County Public Schools 7 AtnerlC:orps' VISTA 


MIami MDCC Center for Community Involvement 7 AmcrlCorps' V IsfA 


I If there are two program names listed within a single entry, tbe second is the sponsoring organization. 
If there are two Identical programs with separate cnlfies, they are different gronts to the same organization, 

1 This is an AmeriCorps'EduCllttOfl Awards Program. 



eriCorps 

in Florida 


Program Name Number of Members Program Type 
Program Sponror- (if differeui)l 

Miami 	 Naeh..cammus House AmeriCorps·VISl'A 
Miami'-----------MMCjam~riHU;ab~j"'w.'·.A~m~e~ri7C~o~~~,C----------------------------lnO,.----------~A~m~'",;7C~o~,p~,~·cN~."ti~o~"~" 

Habitat for Humanity ofGreate-;'~M::::inm=i_____________________r.,_--------_,====,_r=== 
Mtami Nati<ma! Rapid Response CorPs 10 AmenCorps. National 

American National Red CrosS ~ Miami 

Miami 	 Ready! setl Grow! 30 AmedCotps· Slate 

MiamiwDade Community College 
M·'i";;;m"I--------~S"h;;a"lo;;m;;T,ln.te;;Crtaiili Outreach Network J 	 AmedCorps· 'National 

EPRUSfAmeriCorps Outreach Network 

Urintn Education Service Corps: -i"M~i~'m=irD=a7ae;:----------------..2K()-----------A=m~'~'''''iCii·:i:p$· Nationa!
MIami 
Florida International University 

'M7!;;;·am:::Ti.,S~b~o=re='------A~m=iiC;..;o~~~s,:"ll~arry='UT.'~i;;ve=,,~i='Y::-"=------------------------~i~8,-------------'A~m=,,"'iCor·pi'~siiiiC 
Academy for Better Communities -Barry University School 

;A~m=e='ZiCRmp===,7H~o=m~e~I..m==~e='~s~Re~,o~u~~=cnPro~j=~=-----------------'1'2--------------·A~m~e~'~ic~O~'~p~s~·;s~'n~'. 

Milton Santa Rosa County School Board 3 Aml:-riCorps~ vrS"fA 

Nkeville Americorps OWCC 50 AmcriCorps·State 

Okatoosa·Walton Community College 
North St. Petersburg 51. Petersburg Police Department i AmeriCorps"VISTA 
~a~ 

V~!unteer Service 8un;a.u of Mation Cnunty 
Orlando····· ------"U~nT.i'~·et=s:;i='y=o~f;;C~e=n='m::;-1"F"IO=,"id~,.:..:..:..:..:..:..:..:.='-----------------,~-----------,A~m=e=,;ric""'o='p~s·.,V~I·S"T"'A 
O1rafld",---------A'"m~et~irCo~~~TU~C~Fc--------------------------------;20n-------------Arom=e,;r'rc~o,~p~,··s~,~.~!' 

U~iversity of Central Florida 
Orlando ·--------~A~'''h''lete=,~i~n-,Si=''':!i=ee~to;::--A·m=e:;'i=cao---- 18 

U~iversity ofCentrnl Florida 
Jiirm BeaCh Palm Beach LiSe AmeriCorps 10 AmerlCorps· NatiolHll 

Panama City EaN)' Childhood Services 4 AmeriCorps" National 

QUincy A!1'eriCorps Gadsd;;..;;-uR"'.::adSr.--------------------------.,j'"j-------------,-A"m='";":,,C"o=,p~,cr."s"""',, 
Tf.1e School Board of GWen County 

Sanron,rm... -------;c"e::";:rn::iI.:,F;tlo=''=id~a''1<:ga-::::''l..,Sc:.:::'''''ic::e.:=s;:.:=2-----------------------.1------------A=m"'''ri''C-=,=,p''s··\1JlYA 
Sarasota Volunteer Center of Sarasota 6 AmeriCorps'VIS'f'A 

StPetersburg Sc. Petersburg.luniQf College 40 AmeriCorps. Stllte 
St. Petersbllrg AmeriCorps Hl~Five.---=----------------------------'i2~4--------------..,A~m='='~icr;:,,::p~,"'''S",,'',=, 

ECkerd Family Youth Alternatives 
Career Options of PincHes, Jnc 25 AmeriCorps~ National 
YouthBuild S1. Petersburg 

Ifthere are two program names listed within a single entry, the second is the sponsoring organization. 

If there are two identical programs with sepn11lte entries, they are different grants to the same organization. 


1 This is an AmeriCorps'Education Awards Program. 

I 



• 


AmeriCorps 
in Florida 

Primary City 	 Program Name Number of Members Program Type: 
Prognlm SpuDsor (if difft!Tllnt)' 

51. Petersburg 	 People Achieving Self Sufficiency 20 AmcriCorps·St!lte 

Department ofChildren and F'nmilies~O 5 PASS 
Statewide Ecumenical Program for Urban Servlee (EPRUS) 90 AmcfiCorps· National 

Statewide· -----AmeriCorps Promise Fellowships Demonstration Program 11 AmeriCotps Promise Fellow:;. 

Statewide 	 Florida Reads Statewide Initialive 210 AmcriCorps·Statc 

Tallahassee United Way afthe Big Bend 40 AmeriCorps·Statt 

'T".ifllah=.... ..=e;;----A~m"e:;ri=can;:-;Ri:e::dC;C"r::o:;ss!:ic~a::p7.i'''al;-A''re=-arC.na::p:-;=r:---------2.------'A"m""::-;rH:;orps·VlSTA 
Tallahassee Elder Care Services ---'-----------·I7.,..-----:-A~m;;;;;et~i7c~.~.p~,~.~vnl~s"T".A 
Tallnhassee 	 Florida Deptartment ofChildren & Families 7 AmeriCorps·VIS1' A 

Tallahassee 	 Florida Department of Correetions 13 AmedCorps+VISTA 

Tal1ah.ssee·----;f"lon~·da:-:-;De,-':pa.,.rtm=e.,.n-;t-:o"f"E"ld"e-:.A7"r''''.i'"''--------- 2 AmeriCorps'VISTA 

Tallahassee Florida Department of Juvenile Justice 10 AmeriCorps'VISTA 

Tallahassee Flo~ida Rural Development Council 22 AmeriCorps' VISTA 

filHiihassee Lit~racy Volunteer of Leon CounlY 9 AmedCorps'VlSTA 

Tallahassee Am,criCorps Elderserve 48 AmeriCorps'State 

Florida Department ofElder Affairs· Camp 

Tallahassee 	 AmeriCorps. Elderserve 36 AmeriCorps*S!ute 

Flohda Department of Elder Affairs 
AmeriCorps Florida State Parks 70 AmeriCorps' Stale 

DE,P, Division of Parks and Recreation 

Tampa Mayor's B, Program· Nationa;':lR.::CC=y::,c1ccin"g-;C"o","li"tio"n:------ ·cl------;A"m""","ic"o",=p,"·"V"I"S"T7A 
AmeriCorps ArtsUSF 24 AmeriCorps'Scate 

College of Fine Am, University ofSouth Florida 

Tampa AmeriCofpS Hillsborough Reads 168 AmeriCorps' State 
Hillsborough Education Foundation 

Tampa. Na,(ional FarmwQ!'kef Environmental Education Prog, . AmeriCorps' National 
Flo.tida Dept. of Ed, Aduit Migrant Program and Services 

Taveres Pal1ners For Success IS AmeriCQrps·~tate, 
Lake County Board of Commissioners 

Veto Beach Youth Volunteer Corps ·--------------lnl.------,Anm="";"C~.7,p=5' NatioMI 

Volunteer Action Center 
West Palm Beach Am-eriCorps Weed &. Seed 20 AmeriCorps'Slate 

Palm Beach Board ofCounty Commissioners 

I ,[f there are two prog.ram names listed within a singie entry, the seeood is the sponsoring orgaoization. 
If there are two identical programs with separate entries. they are different grants to the same organization. , 

l This is an AmeriCorps~Education Awards Program, 
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, 
ANTICIPATING OPPOSITION 

I 
As more people have been in AmeriCorps and more organizations have come to 
find AmeriCorps a valuable resource, our adversaries have looked to other 
potential weaknesses. This is a catalog ofthe issues on which AmeriCorps' 
detractors liave focused. 

~anagementissues 

=> auditability ofbooks 
weak management practices- procurement, record-keeping, Y2K 

=> insufficient monitoring ofgrants 
=> staff size.. the Corporation is too large for what we do 

Old controversies 

=> Investigation of Partoership 
=> Acorn Housing grant 
=> ~ichael Woo question- keeping political appointees on staff 

Cost issues 

=> cost per member 

=> cost (size) ofCorporation 

=> spending on public relations 

=> attrition 


Policy Questions 

=> paid volunteering 
=> not a good way to pay for college- Pell Grants 'are better 
=> utilization rate for education awards 
=> interfere with military recruiting 
=> specific policy controversies- "abortion clinics," condom distrihution, 

need Ie-exchange programs 
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24A' MONDAY. NOIIEMIlER 9, 1998· USA TODAY 

"USA TODAY",,", om.......... 
10 $I:':l'\'C ., a forum Ediw 

fot I'lcIb:r tlI'Idcn;tanding Km:n ~IKU 
and wity to help make . .L. 

Ihe USA INIy one MUon." ~!h; 
-ADen 11. NeUharth Thomas Cu~ 

Founder. Sept. IS, 1m President and Publisher 

Today'S debate: Public service 

AmeriCorps comes up short Program's. purpose is service 

atcs use thclr. $4,725 education grants. And Expand cou.n:try. Should AmeriCorps open the doors to .

Modeled'after G.I.OUR VIEW twtKl:l.itdsofits members alreadywere atteruf.. 'ANOTHER VIEW· Amerl roJ1ege even widei'? Yes.. The Wit'j to. do this is 
BI!~ COSUy pro inS college or holding ~ . COrps so more can use funds. to. expand AmeriCorps. •

gram1s scholarships underused~ AmeriCotp$ officials predict the number of P:n!sidWt Clinton and many olheIs ofus: en
college-bound participants will increase, since By Harris Wotford visioned AmeriCorps 3$ a W1rj 10 help b:uo

When AmerlCotpS was created in J993. its the education awards are good for seven years. dteds ofth_ofyoung-"'serve thcir 
supporttt'SpredJctedit would.dofOroornmuniw Even so. when it comes to expanding educa· Since 1994, more !han 100.000 Arne:fi.. country and pay for college. 
ty volunleeris:m what a vohmtecr force does tionalopportunities,AmerlCorpsdoesn'teomw Co!», membe!$ have pledged "to gel things Con_ decided 10 "",.,.".n - with 
forthemiliwy-popclarizenalion>!S«Vice, p"" to the OJ. bllll11Odel, Aboul 80% of done foc America." 20,000 ArneriCo:tpo positions in the first :,..at. 
Wbat~ m.... AmeriCo:tpo' _on>! v.brld War· n _ used the edunalion:U They have tlUgh~ lutorui' and _lore<! Thanks 10 increased congressional. fUnding. 


_ ""'" touted as • OJ. Bill for the pub- benefits, tl!ougil the """"" use is lower, more than 2.2 million clilldren; recruiIed and thi, _ more than 40,000 will serve with 

lie""""-_"that woold turn college into Unfortunatelll ""'" AmeriCorps' limiled tmined nearly 2 million volunteers; helped AmeriCotps.I hope Con_ will continue to 

a reality for a people who othe:twise wouldn't mission involves substantial costs. Under an make thousands ofscbools and neighborhoods increase themn:nber. so far:moreyoungpeople 

have """" 10 lUsher _on. agreement with Sen. Charles Gr.>ssIe)\ R· safer; and done much more to stren.i;then (IUf have th~ opportunity, 


Five Y"'fS inror, AmeriCo:tpo is making Iowa, AmeriCorp, bas promised to cut per. nations hard-pressed communities. AmeriCorps is built on the prl.ociple ofred~ 


much of the fact that the fedml ""..;'" corps participont costs from • much-crlticiv:d Together, u- AmeriCo:tpo members have procity and mutual obligation.. It asks young 

bas just """'" inmtmber number 100.000 $18,000 in 199610 $15,000 in 1999. eamed $25() million in education awards people to give something ba<;k to the iX.lllll'W< 


Even better, some ofAmeriCorps' most VI)- Plenly of explanations are offered for ($4,725 fora yearofserviee). Thcyhaveseven city in ",cbaoge fur belp with college. 

cal congressional atties haw: shifted their atM AmeriCcups' problems. Supporters contend. yeats (0 use their vouchers JQ pay for collegt; N> an Army Air Co:tpo vrorld War!l_ 

tention ~Me,.. halI'hearted _ the pared-down prognm approved by Con- and almost 70%ofAmeriCo:tpo' fusigeniua! ao who went to college on me G~ Bill. ['m 

10 kill off the .program, Congt.ss in<reased gl'" denied AmeriCo:tpo the chance to be as ing class already have used thcir _ Un glad to see thal_ of opjX<1U!li1)! 0_

AmeriCo:tpo' rumual budge< to $436 million. ~ " lmidenl ClinJOll envisioned. d.,- the """"" OJ. Bill, by -. rougbly on a growing seale - to the new patriots on 


But AmeriCo:tpo still is fhlIing sbOl1 of its M~e, en.", claim thel the _ halfof those eligible usc their_, the !lmle !li>nt _ answ<:r the Ame/iCo:tpo 
mthiteets' vision. tmtiOIl has needlessly politicized AmeriCorps LUre the armed fo""," the _ of can to service. 

The idea of citizm soldier has yet to catch by using its tmmbers as cheerleaders for pet AmeriCorps Is service. not scholarships. Like 
tire with the public. A.tneriaJrps membeis w. education and environmental progmrtl$. the OJ, Bill, the AmeriCmpS Cduca!ion award &rris flbjJord is the CEO ofrIur .::;"po... 
tilUlIy perform pubfu:..""";ce activities mng- , Both cha!ges have merit And tIIren tog<th is an investment in those who have serw.d their (ion for Naticnal Service. 
ing from pot!c el",,- to Iu!¢ring in 1,2p!l or. they belp "'Plain -.I!y ArneriCorps doesn'l 
communitlt$. 'Vi::t the 1=-shirted brigade is. most measure up to the military..se.rviee model it 
_ known n>tlonally as the youthful bae!<· was OOoisned to <:mUlat" 
drop for Wltite!louse photo cps. UIllil il can muster biparnsan _ and 

More ~ the p:rogtam bas yet to national entinL..tasm. AmeriCorps won't fulfill 
ser'o-e as an effectIve magnet for attm:ting a' its original mission. And the nation will be left 
new' breed of¢OUege $tUdent. On average. Q!Ily with an ~ WWj of combining public 
slightly more than halfof the progmm~ 1ll'IiJu. wotl:s and college scholmhips. 

http:military..se
http:Congt.ss
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Cf,TIZENS AGAINST GOVERNMENT WASTE , 	 ' 

Citi>:enS Ag:U- Governmen: Waste (CAGW)is ~ priva"', nonprofit, no~partisan 

organization dediCated to educating the American pubUc about waste, DrismanagemcDi, 

imd inefficiency in the federal gaveniment. ' ' , ' ' 


, 	 . . '..' . , 
. . ". . 

CAGW WlIS.foimded in 1984 by 1. Peter Grace and narionaJly,syodicatcd columnist laCk 
, Ander.;onto .build pUblic suPpOrt ti:>r impiem";tatlon of!be Grace Commission ',' 

recclllinendimons and other wastc-<:uttiug ProPosaI"; Sinocitlrinceptlon, CAGW has ' 
been at tho forefront of,the fight for efficiency, economy, and iIl;cowit.biJity iD.' ' 
go~ent..',' .'. ' , -'., . ". .:.... 

CAGW has .: ruitional m"';bi:rsbip ~rman; thmi 6O!l,OOO. Since 1986, CAGW .mn its 
, memberS have helped .avelil...payers'mmc than SS96,biUina ' . 

.	CAGW publish...quancrlynewsletier. aovei'nmenI' Wasf,Watch, and produces special 
reportSy,mono,gtaphs. and telcvfsion doeurnentMies. examirling government waste and 
what citi= can do to stop i~ 

CAGW is classified as a Section SOl (e)(3) organization under the lilt.maI Revenue Code 
of 1954 and is recclinizi:d as a publicly;.uppor!ed organb:ation described in Section ' 
509(a)(l) and 170(b)(AXvl)'ofth...Cide. IndividualS. corporations., companies, 
'associationS, and founilmions are eligible to support the work ofCAOW through tax-' 

deductible gifts, 

Thomas A Schatz,President 

Leslie i.Paige, Senior Vice President 


for Policy and CommuiiicatiOljs 


, Citizens Against Government Waste 
1301 Connectient Avenue; NW " 

SuitC400 
Washingtqn, DC 20036 

.' Phone: (202) 467-5300' 
,'IIilanc;tAddress: www.cagw.org

" ' 

, , ' 

, 	 ' 

, ' 
,,' . 

, , ' 

http:www.cagw.org
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AMERICORPS THE PITIFUL 
All InTJestigatiTJe Report from CitirtmS AgairtSt GOfJemmettt W .... te 

Introduction 

In 1992, pxesidential candidate Bill Clinton pledged he would "",ew!he spirit of 
co""",unity service by creating a program to promote vol\lll!l:erlsm on!he pari of 
high school end college SI1ldeIIts. What he dido't say is when edllcational awanls, 
living stipends, and adminIsttativc CO$'lS wcxe iiu::Ixned. in, his AmeriCorps 
pl'Ogwn would COst lUlaverage ofS27,OOO annually per "volunteer." 

Allhougll!he pxesiclcnt claims tba1.AmeriCorps.volunteers "'" "doing WOIk that 
won't get done lUly other _y,w volunteer end charitable activity is,ln tlu:t. 
fioWisbing among college students aeross!he counay. In reality, Instead ofan 
army ofselfless do-good"", envisioned by !he pxesident, AmeriCorps =ruits 
haJe bcx:omc just another layer oftaxpayer.subsidized bllml1,lCl:OU, working in 
government agencies or mimicking Ibe work oflobb)'ists end political orgaoizers 
for lagcnda..Qrlven community organizations. 

AttieriCorps' lnlCK tcCord ofimbuing srudentS with II scase of"opporrunity and 
resPonsibilityw is dismal. Nearly 40 percent orAmeriCorps employees drop out 
.f!he program.' Meanwhile. the progwn's budget has doubled. !i:om S217 
million in 1994 to $438.5 miI1ion for fiscal y.... 1999. 

I 

The Genesis of AmeriCorps 
, 

AmeriCorps, which was heralded as II domestic vemon of the Peace Corps, is the 
largest national and community "servicew progwn since !he Civilian 
Coitservation Corp. orth. 1930•• Its parent orgsnizarloll, the Corporation far 
National Sorviec: (CNS), was ctCIlled. in 1993 10 administer ==l federal service 
~ prograws. including Amc:riCorps. The program has three SIlItUIOry goals: 10 

ad~ youth volWlteCTistn; tD use volunteerS 10 address pIOSsing community 
problems; end to levelOge private sedOr finan<:iaI SIlppott IISing CNS grams as 
seed money. These goals Il1lI supposedly achieved by giving ....1l1li= an 
"eduestional.WIIrd~ to help pay for college or pay offStUdcn1loans. Thus. 
AmeriCorps helps those srudents who _uld nomuill), not be able 10 alIord 
coUego lIIition. 

Am.nCorps is apen 10 young adults who on: at least 17 years ofage, and who 
have earned" high school diplnma(or the equivalent) or wm earn it during their , 

, Kenne1h We!nsteln. 'TIme to End tile TmUD1ed Ame1iCofp. Program.' ("Weins..';'): 
Go""mm""t IntegritY Project Report No. f 3. The Ii_go FoundalJon. Washlng!t:ln. O.c.. May 22. 
1997. p. 3.: 
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AmcriCoIjJs tenlU'C. AmcriCoIjJ' recruits who fulfill their end of the bargain can 
earn an award of $4,725 for their eollege education. They earn the full amount in 
exchange for full-time service and halfofthat amount for part-time service. A 
minimum of 1.700 hours of service within a year, or 10 months of work. is 
required to earn the full $4,725 award. In addition to the educational award. full
time Partieipants reeeive a living allowance stipend that ranges between $7,640 
and $15,280 annually, as well as other benefits, including health insurance and 
child care.' 

Withered Volunteerism , 

The most obvious and striking anomaly about AmeriCoIjJs is thai, despite all the 
grand rhetoric, it is not a volunteer program at all. Rather, it recruits college-age 
students for paid positions and then uses taxpayers dollars to subsidize the 
organizations and agencies that hire these recruits. Organizations that would like 
to be certified as AmeriCoIjJs siteS must subntit proposals and compete to be 
selected by state comntissions. In 1995, according to the General Accounting 
Office (GAO). there were more than 400 certified AmeriCoIjJs sites.' Until 1996, 
other taxpayer-funded federal agencies, such as the National Endowment for the 
Arts and the Department of Energy could qualify as AmcriCoIjJs sites.' In this 
scenario, federally funded agencies and departments hire unskilled. entry-level 
workers from another federally funded agency and call it "voluntecrism:' . 

l
The recruits hired by AmcriCoIjJs cost taxpayers a bundle. An August 1995 GAO 
audit of93 AmeriCorps grantees found that "programs operated by nonprofit, 
state. and local agencies received about S2S,800 in cash and in~kind contributions 
pcr 'participant ... in contrast to $31,000 for federal agency grantees.'" 

Current AmeriCoIjJs Director Harris Wofford argucs that AmeriCoIjJs is 
necessory because people are volunteering less and that most oftheir volunteer 
work consists ofbaby-sitting or singing in a ehurch choir. Thus, reasons 
Wofford, if the nation wants 10 give local groups morc control over important 
community functions and activities, taxpayers should pay volunteers to strengthen 

I •• •

those orgaDl73tlons. 

There arc several problems with this argumcnL First, Wofford argucs that civic 
eoterpriscs arc flagging, and second, he asserts that the reason for this 

• u.s. Gene"'i Accounting Office (GAO). NaUana' Service ProgtBms: AmeriCarps USA - Early 
Program Resoutaland Benefit (nfonnalion ,AmeriCa,!>s USA Repon1. (GAOIHEHS-95-222). 
Aug. 28.1995. p. 4. 
• GAO. National Setvfce ProgtBms: Role of5ta(G Commissions in (mplemen6ng /he AmeriCorps 
Program ('Slate Commissions Report"). (GAOIHEHS-97-49). Feb. 20. 1997. p. 7. 
• GAO. U.S. National Service Programs: Status ofAmeriCorps Reform Efforts (COrrespondence). 
(HEHS-97-198R), Sept 3. 1997. pp. 2-3. 
• GAO. AmeriCo'!>s USA Report. p. 9. 
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, . 

pi1<:nomenon is the paucity ofvolunteelS. However,lIle W:1s contnldict him on 
bolll pOints. 

The volunteer se<:tor in the United Stntcs is limdamentally robust. According to a 
biennial survey by Independelll SecIOr, a WAsbington-based nonpmfit group that 
monitors vollln!e<rism. almost 93 million Americans put in a combined 2Q.3 
billion hours ofcommonity service in 1995, This is up limn 89.2 million 
voluntle.:rs who offered 19.7 billion hours ofscm.., in 1993! Campus-based. 
student vol=groups tu'C expanding, and JDOn: schools lUC cm:ouraging 
students to volunteer by broadening !heir regular curricula to inoJude service 
jobs.' Amerieo:ns spend an avorage ofrnore than 4 hOU11l a weekwotl:ingin soup 
kitchens, tutoring, and building low-incomc housing, for =plc. . . 

By comparison. 20,000 AmeriCorps volunteers arc: "",laIively insignificant 
portion of the ovetall voluotcer picwre. Critics say that effoltS such as baby
sitting and bake sal.. should not be counted as vobm"'ering, but who is to decide 
what consUtul<:S volunl<erism? The b_oftrnditionally understood 
volunteerism is that it flourishes olllSide the purview ofany reporting and 
",guJli.tory apparatus and is not r<quired to meet any govemment's definition of 
community service. 

, , 
In addition to itS inlu:rcnt contradictions, AmeriCorps is not" 1r.In$paI<:nt 
progx3m. Progwn recruitS do not receive money direetiy. 1-.1. fimds flow 
through multiple layetS. first to the groups selected by stale commissions, and 
then. in many eases, further downstteam to MgmnleeS, and lastly to the recruits. 
Although itcan be argued that many ofth. AmeriCorps sites are eogoged in 
tnlditional clwitsble worlc, many of the groups and organizations who take On 

AmeriCorps recroits are political in ruuure, governmental in origin. and. national 
in scOpe. Indeed, thousands of taxpayer-fmaneed AmeriCorps teeruits "''etC 

nssigned to worl<: for political advoeaey organizations that either were heavily 
dcpendenI upon fcderallimding or bsd missions to agila!e for in"",a.sed federal . 	 ' spendlIlg; 

, 

• 	 The l.JJs ""11"1.. T/J1IU reponed IhIII, in 1994, AmeriCorps 1\mded a project 
that used the program's teeruits to protest IogisIaIioQ designed to put violent 
criminals in prison for life after a third violent crime.' 

• Cami HOICYIitz. 'Paylng Americans 10 Volunteer.' InVfJst<n Bul:ln...DIIIry, May 6. 1997, p. Al, 
, Moly Jonlan, 'Hot Couroes on Campus: Volunteerism 101: The w"sh/ng!on Post, Mar. 2. ,992. 
p.A1, 
• Oan Feeder. 'Ki1IAmeriCc'l'5 Before It. Too Late: The Boston Henlld. Sept. 18, 1995, Q. 25. 
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• In 1995, AmeriCorps gave .. large grant to an advocacy group called ACORN 
(Association for Cotml!unily Organizations for Refo"" Now). AmeriCorps 
recruits were assigned to lobby (or legislation.. collect dues, register voters. 
oed participate In political demonstrations. A.fta its ""tiviti.. came under 
scrutiny by AmeriCoIpS' own inspoctor General, the ACORN Housing 
COIpOtation was fotecd to return a Sl.I million grant.' 

• 	 Although fcdcral ogencies can no longer receive AmeriCOIpS grams, local 
subgrantees of fcdacd ogeneies can still qualify as AmeriCorps sites. In the 
past, AmeriCoIps recruiu have been tasked to the Department ofJustice, the 
Environm¢ntal Protection Agency, the Legal Services CoIporation, oed the 
Natiocal Endowment for the Arts. AmeriCoIp' placed nearly 3,000 of its flfSt 
20,000 recruits in such fedeno! agencies," 

AmeriCorps funding was touted as ail enabling me<:hanism to increase private 
volunteer activity. According to President Clinton: 

While the f¢deral govcmtnentwiU provide seed money far national service, 
we arc determined that the partie:ip:mts - the individuals who serve the 
~s that sponsor their service: - win guid~ th~ process, Spending tens of 
millions of taX dollars t() build 11 UW$jve bureaucracy would be self 
d~ting.u 

I 
Yct S3 percent ofAmctiCoIps funding continues to come from the taxpayer. A 
GAO report found !hat in 1994-95. total roso"",,", available pet AmeriCOIpS 
partic1ipaat averaged $26,654, ofwhic.h about $17,000 came from AmeriCorps. 
$3,200 from oIha1 redeno! sources. and $4,000 from state oed local governments. 
The remaining amount -roughly S 1 ,800, a meager one percent - came from the 
priv~te sector~U Funher, AmcriCorps recruits cannot claim to attract volun.teerS 
fur the orgao;"'lions tMy work for. A study ofthe prognuu for the Independent 
Sector round that the prescnee of AmeriCoIpS ..eNiu =ted only a "3,5 pe!Cent 
incn:ase in hoUIl! voluntemd by genuine VlOlunteers."", 	 . 

• Jason lewis, "Forti\<> Good of 11\0 Taxpayer. Unload Pricey AmeriCorps'Volun"""",- star
Tribune N_8pf)roffha Twill CIIiG. Mpls.-st,PaUf. Aug. 7. 1996. p.llA. 
,. Welnslllln. p. 4
"PresldcntIlt1ICUnton. "NaIionaISeMce-Now: The New Yorl<T...... Feb. 28.1993• 
.. GAO. Nalional SeM::e ProgIllmS: AmfIriC<lrps USA - Early Program Re<ioutoo and _etit 
Information, T<!$Ilmony by Unda Mom!. Director. education and Employment Issu... _11\0 
OVersight and Investigatlons Subtommittee. House ~ 011 Economic and Educational 
Opportllnlties, washington, D,C.. Oct. 17.1995. .. 
" John Messer. "~ Between National SetvIce OuteeIM Measure and Goals: Core 
Susquehanna A.mer1Corp$: A case Sludy." 1997 Independent Sector$piing Rssean:h Forum. 
Alexandria. VA, 1997. cited in Welntteln. p. 6. 

, ...,.....;...:...-.. 
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That figuro: should COIDC ..no SUtpri.., siDee nearly balfof the AmeriCorps 
NCrUits either quit or !lIe fired Uom their paid pollino"" bef""" their year 1= 
term is up. The GAO disccmed. troublingpattemof=uits being fired as" 
result ofchronic t:nIJinCy &ad crimlnal activities, including felonies. Some quit 
midstteazn for other jobs, wilieh is ironic because AmeriCorps is s-apposed to 
awaken a..."., ofduty &ad c:cnnnunity IeSpQIlSll>i1ity in its volunteers. " 

And 1hc president's vision ofhelping recruits attend coUege has also not 
matotiali%ed. Though AmcrlCorps was supposed to help )'OllIIg people P"l' for 
eoIlcsc in exchange for community service. only S4l""""1lt of1hose eligible for 
educational aWilIds have actWilly used them." In Des Moines, loWl!. "nearly one 
in five AmeriCotps worl<=.. .aheady bas "coUege dcs= &ad more than half in 
the program arc 26 or older.·.. Conlnuy to the aims of the program. it seems 
II1lII1Y AmeriCorps tnembm eilhcr are not planning to ancnd conege or are not 
collCS" graduares saddled with srudcot loans. Io form and substoncc. AmeriCorps 
bas heeome a public jobs prognutl. 

Rotten to the AmeriCorps: Persistent Waste and Abuse 

Not only is AmeriCorps ineffective, it also wastes a lot ofmoney in the process of 
fBilini! to achieve its mi""ion. Examples from twO receot studies of local 
AmeriCorps programs demo_ how mismanngcmeot &ad waste have run , 
rampant: 

• 	 The Casa Verde Builders Program. a Tcxas-based site where NCrUits help 
bUild energy efficient homes, was awarded a 52.5 n:tillion AmeriCorps gzant. 
Ollly 23 of the 64 AmcrlCorp. recruits assigned 10 Casa Vade completed 
tbcir lour. yet Casa Verde was able 10 keep itsentin: grant. The ultima1e 
~ cOst 10 raxpayers pc: panieipant was more !han SIOO.OOO." 

• 	 The Educational Conscmllion Corps (Ece). in which panicipants work to 
bclp improve water quality and thereby increase the :salmon population. get a 
$1.7 n:tillion grant. Ofthe 97 AmeriCorps NCrUits tasked to the Ecc. only 20 
US<:d their edu<:ation ..wards. The cost 10 wcpaycxs was $86,000 per NCrUiI Io 
edministrative COStS. plus the S4,725 per NCrUit Io individual educational 
awards." ne ~CC pocketed the dlffcrencc. 

W GAO, NatIoIIat Service ProgramJi; En_ntand Educatia/l Award Oafa 011 _ 

AmoriCorp/l Pto}aet$. Supplo_.taI ~ ProJoc! Data (Q.216474). Mar. 19.1997. 

" GAO. Stak! C<lmmisolons Report. p. 12.. . 

" Mary "d!. 'Too Many Inskl ... Getting I\l!IeriCo!p3 Jells?" Des Mo/••• Ragtstar. Feb. 2. 1996. 

p.1. : 

"Annya Sll!t\. "T/U>VaJuecfSefllico: NatIonIllJottmai. June 1.1997. P. 4. 

" GAO. SIaIi> Commissions Report, p. 22. 
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Despitesevcral audits ofAmcriCorps' books by the GAO and. the CNS's own 
Inspe<;tor General, its financial records """" pronoun<>:d. "unauditablc.n " And the 
CNS itself has been riddled with mismanagement and. flllJllldal abuses. The 
accounting fum Arthur Andel's... found that the CNS· ...intemai controls were not 
adequate for an iodependent auditor to perform an effective and. effidem financial 
staten1011t audit in aceordance with generally accepted auditing standards for fiscal 
y""", 1994 and. 1995."'" Auditoll",.mc to the same conclusion in 1996. 

Reading for Funding and Profit 

Despite the litany ofihllures and. abuses. AmeriCorp. not only survives, it thrives. 
The Clinton White House appllmluy regaxds the progtmnss part ofits legacy and 
bas fought long and. hard to protect it from budget bawl<s. For .. cl!aoce to live to 
see another fiscal ye.., AmeriCorps officials have not only teptatedJy promised to 
improve the management of the progtmn. but have also tried to morpb themselves 
into a litemcy progtmn. 

At the President's Summit for America's Futun:. held in Philadelphia'in. April 
1997. President Clinton llIIllounccd his goal ofputting one million volunteer 
lile!l'CY MoTS in public schools aroarui the nation. The pteSidem. who teCOgnized 
an oppommity to capitalize upon a popular politieal issue and give the 
AmeriCorps progtmn a new tllison d' Ctre at the same time, asked college 
presidents to convett federal work-study (fWS) slots iolO AmeriCorps positions 
for his new initiative, America Reads. 

This sort ofbUfC/lUCratie mission creep is a hacl<ncyed but reliable toOl for 
bUte.uerats and politicians seeking to sustain funding ror govc:rnment progtams 
that have failed or outlived their usefulness. It wiU help blur the distinction 
betWeen AmeriCorps and !he widely used and. highly popular FWS program on 
college campuses. 

In !he FWS progmm, students arc allowed '" perlimn 0 .... and off-campus jobs at 
an hourly rate that is higher than minimum W!l&e. Federal funds are fWmeled 
dtrough the univcrsity to subsidize employeTS. The FWS ptOgIam ...... ives 7S 
poteOllt ofits funding from the fedcral governrn<nl and. universities kick in the 
tenlllining 25 perc:ent. Under the presidem's new America Reeds initintive, all 
FWS slolS devoted to America Reeds would be fully funded by the federal 
government. 

Ideally, AInerica Reeds WO$ supposed to mobmm a citi= enny ofreading 
volunteerS '" help ensure that all tbildn:n could read at their gnIde level by eight 

" John Walters. 'Truly. Madly, AmeriCorps•••and BPI ClinI!ln'. Money Pit.' The Washington 
11m••• Mar. 22. 1996. P. .1121 . 
.. CotporaUon for NaUonaI SeNice, Offiee afthe InspectOr Gen.ral Report 91-09. De<:. 9. 1996. 
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years ofage. President ClinlOn asked for a 52.5 billion i=ase inAmetiCOl1's 
spending over three years 10 fund this pt'OgtllIll. Though Congress cut this request 
sharply (to SlOO million over three years). the White House is mn moving ahead 
with plans to merge FWS and AmerlCoI1'S into America Re.1!ds. in this way. 
AmeriCol1's money would begin to flow into an even wider pool ofrecipietltS 
(collages and univmities), thus broadening the prognmrs constituency and 
politioal support. making its eradication more difficult. 

In 1997, the CNS sent a memornndum to eolleges with tips on how to fal:iIi!8tc 
the ~n of «FWS participantS into II!Iliomd service progzams supported by 
the C?IJlOmtion fOr NaIi.on8l Servi...rt It noted !hal colleges can use up to 10 
percent ofFWS moneY to support AmeriCoIJlS and olbm: naIional service 
progzams and thai, in tum, AmeriCoi:ps money _ be spent to «support campus. 
based community service;nogrems !hal ineludc FWS stUdents as particlpams.'...1 . 

However. flooding elementar)' schools with reading volunteers, most ofwhom 
have not yet graduated ti:om collego and are \IIltUU:Ired in the intrieacl .. ofr.odinS 
~ogy,may "dllally be coumcrproduttive. Recent t<Stimc>ny and aniel.. by 
G. Reid Lyon, PhJ)~ ditector ofthe National Institute ofChild Health and 
Development, make it olear Ibm: totors unsehooled in ,..dioS techniques will not 
stem the tide ofchildren's illitetaey; 

The need for informod instruction for the millions ofcbildn:n with 
insufficient reading ,kills is an increasingly urgeot problem. Unfortunately, 
sevend """'" stUdi", and SIU'!IC)'S ofteach ... knowledge about reeding 
development and c!ifficuldes indicaro tb&t many __are I10dcrprcpared 
t.!elIdI reading.. .At p.....~ motivalod teach"" are o!l.en left on their own 
to obtain specific .kills in t=hing pbonernio awaroness, pbenics, spelling. 
reading fluency, and c:omprelteo.sion by seeking out wotbbeps Qr 
speoialw.d imuuedon 1JIIIIIltels. Many __n:port that they ItO tied to 
"paokagedrt reading p~ "'l!8'dleso oflb. quality ofthe Jm?&l""lS or 
their uscli>ln... fot all cbi~ b=uso W:y do ItDllmlimtllzrd the nat/ing
Pnx:us ....1/ ./WUf,h'"GUg<:I<IU the _ 01'10 ukctdiffD'Clfl 
iN/nlt:t1Dna! nrtlttgiesfor dif/t:rcN cJrildrm. 1hm the ffllJlirtI- litol a'''.rmay 0. ..,.",«Il0.oWf.t/.,a «>IkgIr tk,.... may _ tI"l. 
,Wnl<>ruhIp ",4M rcqu/rem<ntfor" teat:hlnsl...mj/cDU.U 

,. "America FieadS: tl81lonal Se.w:e and FedemllM>I1< Study Wct1dng Together." _randum. 
CorporalionforN__• F .... 1997. 
" Statement of Q. ReId Lyon. Ph.D.. adlng cI1lcf, Child Development and ee .... vior Branch. 
Na\ionallnsllMe ofChild Health and Humon _ DevelOpment NalionailostitUtes of HelIIth. 
aefore llIe Committee on EdIlClllian and "'" Workforee. U.S. _ of R~•• 
Washlflgton. OC. July 10. 1997 (emphasls_~ 

. . 

7 




11~~9/98 YO~ 17:16 fAX 000000000000000 ~.ll 

, 

Conclusion 

AroeriCorps was hailed by President Clinton as a catalyst for strengthening 
community service and youth volunleerism. Instead, i. stands .. the antithesis to 
this ide~ by inviting nonprofit organizations to hold their bands out to 1he federal 
goverruitenl: fur help and edvancing 1he notion that volunteers should be paid wi1h 
taXpaye, doll..... It has mietined volunteering as a compensated activity. 

Amc:riq"ps has become a showcase for tha waste. abuse and cynical politieal 
manipulation inherent in maoy federally subsidized civic enterprises. Paying a 
stipend to the.e high school and eoUegc-oge volunteers demeans the efforts of 
thousands ofother young adults who volunteer simply because they care. Indeed, 
Amc:riCorps recruits. nearly 40 percent ofwhom deep out ofthe program. bave 
failed to cateh the volunteer "spiri!," despite getting paid for their wolk. Nor is 
there the slightest evid..,.e that the program has infected others with the volunteer 
"bug." Amc:riCorps is the no·show job of the new millennium. 

In the private voluntary orgOJJizalions ofAmerica, such bloated overhead, 
inappropriate diversion offunds, and persistently inauditahle books would be 
grounds fo. the dismissal ofexecutives, the overhaul of1he governing board, 
managemOll' shakeups. and possibly en IRS .udiL Yet, under 1he not-so·w.!cl!M 
eye ofthe Clinton Administtation, oot only bave mistnanallcment and abuse sone 
uncured. but these practice. have been mvarded wi1h budget increases. 
underwritten with 1he involuntary contributions of taxpayers. 

Beeause AroeriCorps bas failed to fulfill its mission or manage its books 
successfullr, it continues to ""ist now only beonuse of the Clinton Administration 
end itS proponents in Congress. Amc:riCorp., which was supposed to cncoUIago 
volunieeri.m in 1he privan: sector, is now being reeonstilUted into a literacy 
pro~ Thi. will do nothing to Il!ise literacy scores. but is ""'" to fUrnish the 
president with a pJethota ofrousing souad bites end touching photo opportuniti .... 

In the final analysis, Amc:riCorps is one of1he most expensivr. and longest 
nmniIlg politieal commercials in history. Taxpaye:s, end especially the 90 millioo 
Amerleen valuateets who give ofth=lves to impo\tllllt causes without ,
government help, deserve better. 
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Comments by General Colin Powell at the 

South Carolina Promise Summit 


October 28, 1998 


" ...1 kept seeing all these things and I kept trying to figure out how I could 
do something about it, how I could serve my country in a new way. And 
that's when President Clinton and President Bush asked me to chair the 
Presidents' Summit on America's Future in Philadelphia in April of 1997, 
and to work with great leaders who were going to be partners in that summit 
such as Harris Wofford, a man who has given so many years of service to 
his nation. And earlier this week in a program a lot of people thought was 
not going to work, the Co:roration for National Service, and especially 
AmeriCorps; the 100,000' AmeriCorps volunteer was sworn in this week 
and nOw everybody knows that program works. That program is terrific as 
are the other programs that are under Harris Wofford's supervision, and he 
was going to be my partner ..." 



CORPORATION FOR NATIONAL SERVICE FACT SHEET ", , 

RECENT EDITORIALS ON AMERICORPS 


"CORPS' CONSISTENCY" 
"AmeriCorps is like the Gr Bi!!: It rewards public service with educational opportunity. 
Some 40,000 volunteers, including more than 400 in Kentucky, are giving a year's 
service to non-profit groups such as the Boys and Girls Clubs, the American Red Cross 
and faith-based 'groups. They're tutoring, mentoring and building homes for the poor. 
AmeriCorps isn't one of those top-down federal initiatives ... it's a real collaboration 
with the states .... That explains why it is so popular among governors ofbath parties .... 
Ifit can survive, AmeriCorps may well become another Head Start, which eventually 
won over its enemies - so much so that it's hard to recall that it ever had enemies." 

THE COURIER.JOURNAL. Louisville, Kentucky, October 3, /99/1. 

"LET AMERICORPS SERVE" . . 

"Critics ofAmeriCorps are once again trying to dismantle iL..But AmeriCorps, which 
enters its fifth year this month, has delivered impressive results .... Its success in 
awakening a new generation to community-oriented values is sufficient to justify its 
continuation. Many participants say the experience has had a tremendous impact on 
them, and affected their choice of career.. .. The Senate has voted to continue the $425 
million program; its wisdom should prevai!." 

PROVIDENCE JOURNAL, Providence, Rhode Islalld, September 27, /998 

"PUNISHING AMERICORPS" 
"AmeriCorps members perform a host ofneeded tasks to heip strengthen communities, 
providing tutoring and mentoring for thousands ofat-risk children, for example, and 
working with local non-profit groups to restore blighted neighborhoods and clean up 
the environment.. .. AmeriCorps can show tangible accomplishments in all 50 states and 
has earned renewal without a messy and demoralizing fight." 

THE NEW YORK TIMES, New York, New York, September 21,1998 



"SAVAGING SERVICE: WHY IS CONGRESS STALLING , 

, ON EXTENDING AMERICORPS?" 
"As this nation 'faces social and economic change, the value of maintaining a strong 
ethic toward voluntarism in our communities is great. Congress should develop its own 
ethic ofproviding quick and hearty support every year for AmeriCorps and the 
Corporation for, 

, 

National Service," 
PITTSBURGH POST-GAZETTE, Pillsburgil, Pennsylvania, August 27,1998 

"AMERICORPS: USE NATIONAL SERVICE PROGRAM TO 
REVITALIZE PENINSULA" 

"Rather than let~houses and buildings in old, established cities decay, a worthy effort is 
having youth and adults do renovations, then reward them with funds to finance their 
college or vocational education .... Let AmeriCorps spread to spaces in need of 
revitalization arid to people seeking education and training." 

DAILY PRESS, Newport News, Virginia, August 21, 1998 

"SAVE AMERICORPS" 
"Critics ofAmeriCorps claim that it is another effort by Big Brother to control local 
communities. That argument is specious. States and localities choose who serves in 
the corps, and most projects are home-grown ....!t would be tragic if the program fell 
victim to politickl squabbles when there is money to pay for it and the need remains," 

THE HARTFORD COURANT, Hartford, Connecticut, Allgust14, 1998 

"JETTISON AMERICORPS? NO, EXPAND IT" 
"Many older Americans grouse about the supposed lack of work ethic and commitment 
to the broader society by today's younger generation. Conservatives, especially, detect 
a deterioration in family values. How could anyone who takes those as givens in good 
conscience oppo.se AmeriCorps? Don't just save this treasure: Expand it." 

PHILADELPHIA DAILYNEWS, Pililadelpilia, Pennsylvania, July 29,1998 



"AMERICORPS: NATIONAL SERVICE 
PROGRAM SEEKS RENEWAL" 

"...as Congress considers reauthorizing and funding [AmeriCorps] for the next year, the 
debate should stick to the questions of whether the program fills a need and [does] so 
cost-effectively .... Against this, a program such as AmeriCorps that can marshal 
impressive statistics in support of lofty goals has a natural advantage." 

THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH, Columbus, Ollio, July 28,1998 

"SLASHING AMERICORPS BUDGET 

, WOULD HAVE LOCAL CONSEQUENCES" 
"It is hard to understand the opposition to this program. If it is to spite President 
Clinton, who conceived the idea ofAmeriCorps, that is petty. Ifit is because of the 
cost, $425.5 million, that is short-sighted, considering all the good that is done. Ifit is 
to hold it hostage to facilitate the passage of some other bill, that is irresponsible 
politics. AmeriCorps is a good program that benefits all who are involved.".It should 
be fully funded in the next fiscal year." 

SOUTH BEND TRIBUNE, Soulll Belld,IIIdialla, July 23,1998 

"NO MORE GAMES" 
"Ifyou seek evidence that Washington has changed for the better - and who doesn't?-
you might consider the Corporation for National Service. It is a success story that , 
shows the effectiveness of setting a goal at the national level - encouraging 
volunteerism - but implementing it 10cally"..Though AmeriCorps began as a 
Democratic initiative, its structure is all Republican: decentralized and competitive." 

CONCORD MONITOR. Concord, New Hampshire, July 22,1998 

"WHO SHOULD TEACH?" 
"".one of the brightest lights in New York City's".school culture [is] the young 
teachers who've:come via the AmeriCorps program Teach for' America. These recent 
college graduates, with bachelor's degrees from some of the top colleges in the nation, 
have helped to ease the city's desperate teacher shortage." 

WALL STREET JOURNAL, July 15,1998 

" 
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"RETURN ON THE DOLLAR" 
"Imagine a program that puts thousands ofyoung Americans in service projects every 
year. They tutor kids, rehab homes, clean up neighborhoods and recruit other 
volunteers. Hardly a government deal, it sounds like something Ronald Reagan might 
have dreamed up. Actually, the germ of the idea was George Bush's, and Bill Clinton , 
embellished it: AmeriCorps .... Like the Peace Corps, AmeriCorps is one orthe best 
investments around, Congress ought to ensure its future by passing a five-year 
authorization bill, and by giving it the money for 1999 to expand." 

PIlILADELPIlIA INOUIRER, Pililodelpllio, Pennsylvania, JUlie 19, 1998 

"BUILDING BLOCKS" 
"There are only 47 full-time AmeriCorps workers in the Dallas 'Building Blocks' 
program, but they get around .... Building Blocks workers probably could have found 
work that pays better. They couldn't have found work that matters more." 

DAU..AS MORNING NEWS, Dallas, Texas, May 15, 1998 

"YOUR TAX $ AT WORK" 
"AmeriCorps ... works because it provides a constructive, character-building outlet for 
idealistic citizens to make a real difference in other people's lives through volunteer 
service. That's a great way to stretch tax dollars and build an engaged, committed 
citizenry." 

BRADENTQNBERt!lJ), Bradenton,Florida, May 1, 1998 

"SUPPORT NATIONAL SERVICE" 
"[AmeriCorps] has blurred partisan battle lines and now enjoys significant conservative 
support. And why not? It always has featured the conservative virtue of fiscal 
efficiency: With a little government stimulation and direction, thousands of volunteers 
are effectively mobilized to perform good and necessary work." 

SALT LAKE TRIBUNE, Salt Lake City, Utah, April26, 1998 

"CONTINUE NATIONAL SERVICE EFFORT" 
"The Corporation for National Service is up for reauthorization in Congress .... Despite 
the criticism, it's a valuable program with a noble mission. It should be continued." 

TilE TRIBUNE, Mesa, Arjzona, April 20, 1998 



"WHY NOT NATIONAL SERVICE?" 
"Legislation has been introduced in Congress to extend national service into the 21" 
Century .... Certainly, service to our own people, to our own communities is a top 
priority. We encourage our Members of Congress to approve the extension of the 
Corporation for the next five years." 

JOHNSON CITY PRESS, Joitnson City, Tennessee, April 19, 1998 

"THE FEW, THE PROUD" 
"Our national security depends as well on the assurance ofopportunity to compete 
fairly for American ideals and dreams. That must include access to education, health 
care, freedom from fear of random violence. AmeriCorps helps secure those ideals and 
bridge the gaps to those dreams for the economically and socially 
disadvantaged..:.Congress should recognize the value of those needs and affirm the 

•
President's reauthorization bill." 

THE OREGONIAN, Porlland, Oregon, Jalll/ary 14,1998 



I . 
NATlONALSERVICE CALENDAR -- K!!:y'.PATES 

MLK Day (January 18, 1999) 


National Youth Service Day- 11th Anniversary (April 16-17, 1999) 
, 
National Volunteer Week and Big Help Week (April 18-24, 1999) 

, 
President's Service Awards (AprillMay) , 

Anniversary of the Presidents' Summit for America's FUlure(April27-29, 1999) 


AmeriCorps graduation ceremonies (Spring and Summer) 


National and Community Service Conference (June 6-10, in Las Vegas) 


City Year Convention- CYZYGY (June, in DC) 


Anniversary of Bill Signing (September, 1993) 


Anni versary of Launch (September, 1994) 


AmeriCorps Swearing-In Ceremonies (October) 


Make A Difference Day (October 23, 1999) 


... 
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The AmeriCorps ServiCe H8Iwork: 
Hundreds.ol.Programs.HalionWide 
AmeriCorps sponsors include national. state, and 

local nonprofit organizations all across tile nation. 

In order to meet the specific needs of their commu

nities, programs recruit and train individuals who 

are willing to devote at least a yearto selVing as 

AmeriCorps members. 

AmeriCorps also includes two national programs 

operated by the Corporation for National Service, 

AmeriCorps*VISTA and AmeriCorps"NCCC. 

AmBriCorps'VISTA. Am,nCorps"VISTA memb,cs 

have served in disadvantaged communities for 

more than thirty years. The program is dedicated to 

increasing the capability of people to improve the 

condftions of their own lives. Members of 

AmeriCorps"VISTA work full·time and live in the 

commllnf~es they serve, creating progHll11s that 

can continue after they r:{lmplete their service. 

Members must be at leasl18 years old there is 

no upper age limit 

Amerl91'PS*111CD. ArneriCorps"NCCC (National 
Civilian Community Corps) IS a ten~month, full time 

residential sefVicc program for men and women 

age 18 to 24. While members address education, 

safety, and other issues, their first priority IS 

improving the environment AmeriCorps"NCCC 

combines the hest practices of cl\Jdmn service with 

tho best aspects of military service, IOcluding lead-

and team building. AmeriCorps"NCCr: cam

puses are !ocated in Perry Point, Mtt, Charleston, 

KC.; Denver, Colo.; and San Diego, Calif 

'.. 


AmeriCorps is much more than a What do AmeriCorps members receive ~ 


service.program.,lt,i.~amovement,that

unites diverse Amelicans in improving our 


heaith coverage while participating in the program. After 

completing a year of service {at least 1,700 hours}, 

neighiJorhoods. In communities large and you'!! receive an education award at $4,725. This 

award can be used to hefp pay off student loanssmall throughout Amorica, AmeriCorps 

tion ofservice, and it represents 
America at its iJost - making a 
lasting difference while promoting 
the values of community, responsi· 
bility, and opportunity. 

"-,, ,/ 
~" 

f ' 

Cqr~s. memlJ,ers do~ 

\ \ ~ ~ 
\(#J 

as diverse as Ih;'£'-" 

" • restore national 

• develop community-based health care programs 

• develop plans to revitalize ~ejghbo(hoods and the 
environment 

• establish credit unions in low-income ccmmunities 

IIW dliapPIIP 
If you're interested ill joining AmeriCorps, call: 

1-800-942-2677 
TOO 1-800-833-3722

•www.amencorps.org 

members are taking respOllsrbility, learn· 
ing valuable skills, and fulfilling their 
pledge to "get things done. " 

AmeriCorps is part ofatradi· 

or to finance college. graduate schooi, Of 

vocational training. Beyond these benefits, 

you will learn new skills. take on new 
responsibilities, and know the satisfac

tion of building a coml11unity and helping 

OUT nation be evervthing it ought to be. 
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A 'meriCorps, the domestic Peace Carps, engages more than 40,000 Ameri~ns in intensive, res~lts., 

driven service each year, trrough mare than 500 programs, Most AmeriCorps members are saiected by and , 
serve with local and national organizations like Habitat for Humanity. the American Red Cross, BIg 

Blamers/Big Sisters, and Boys and Girls Clubs. Others serve in AmeriCOIps·VISTA IVolunteers in Service to 

America) and AmeriCorps~~C:;; (:he I'\a~ional C:vilian Community Corps). After their term of service, 

AmeriCorps members receive education awards to help finance college Or pay back st'.;dent loans. 

What AmeriCorps Members Do 

AmeriCorps rr.embers (min volunteers; tutor 

and o;encQf at-risk youth; build affordable 

housi~g; dean up river:; and streams; help 

seniors live independently; provide emergency 

and long·term assistance to victims of natuf3l:J 

disasters; and meet other COrt.nlUn;~y needs. 

AmeriCorps*VISTA members have served 

ecoDomially challenged cOr.1munities for 

more than thitty yeats, The ?wgram is dedi~ 

'tned to increasing the capability of people 

to improve the conditions of their own lives. 

Members of AmeriCorps~VISTA serve full-

time and live in the conununitics they serve, 

cre:l.ring programs that can continue after 

they complere their service" 

AmeriCorps"NCCC is a ten-momh, full~ 

time residential service program fOr men 

and women age eighteen (0 twenry.four, 

Members help meet the nation's cricical 

needs in the areas of education. public safe')'. 

the environmem. and other human needs. 

AmeriCorps~NCCC combines the best ptac· 

tices of c:vilian service with (he best aspeCts 

of military service, induding leadership and 

te:lm building. 

NalionaJ Service 

The Corporation for Narion:!1 Seniice

whi~h oversees AmeriCorps, Learn a~d Serve 

Ametica. and the National Senior Servic'e 

Corps-works with governot·appoim<::d stare 

commiSSIOns, nonprofits. faith-hosed groups, 

schools, and other org:mi1~tjons to provide 

opponunilies for Americ:!ns ofall ag<::s to 

serve their communities, 

For mo~e inform:!rioll, call i -800-942-2677 

or visit ..vww.americorps.org, 

1201 New York A1I81111t, N.W. WashiflQtUfI, OJ:. 2:0525 Phone; 202·S{I6·5000 www.americorps.org 

http:www.americorps.org
http:vww.americorps.org


AMERICORPS ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
More than 100,000 Americans have served, 

or are currently serving, as AmeriCorps mem

bers-tackling critical problems like illiteracy, 

erime, and poverty. Following are just a few of 

their accomplishments over the past four years. 

In all,ArneYiCorps members have served nearly 

33 million people in more than 4,000 communities. AmeriCorps members have 


improved the lives of people 
through health care,houslng,and 

oth~t' service. 

--- ---......--
25.119 Homes buil. or 

rehabllitated 

2AZ9.100 Homeless individuals ArneylCorps members have 
siven food, clothing. orAmeriCorps members have w()rked with police and 

helped children succeed in community organizations to other necessities 
schQQI and out of school. make neighborhoods safer. 

2.640.196 Children taught. tutored, 
or mentored 

40.500 Safety patrolS eStablished, 
operared. or expanded 

ZOB.500 Senior citIzens given 
independent living 
assistance 

564.000 At-risk youth served' 
through afterschool 
programs 

331.500 Persons provided with 
job or career counsetins: 

AmeriCorps members 
have met important 

environmental needs. 

5U19,152 Trees plruued 

89.740 Tons of trash removed 
from neishhorhooos 

AmeriCorps members have 
strengthened t\onprofits by 

increaiing volunteer support. 

1691.220 Volunteers recruited, 
trained, or supervised 

AmeriCorps members 
have served In clinics, 

VA hospitals, and other 
health-related fadlities. 

419,000 People immunized 



I will get things done for America

to make our people safer, 

smarter, and healthier. 


I will bring Americans together 

to strengthen our communities. 


Faced with apathy, 

I will take action. 


Faced with conflict, 

I will seek common gtound. 


Faced with adversity, 

I· will persevere. 


r will carry this commitment 

with me this year and beyond. 


I am an AmeriCorps member, 

and I will get things done. 


-AmeriCorps Pledge 
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