To: Bruce Reed ﬁi\sb\/(ﬁ’/\lw

From: El ], Segal
Date: January 26, 1996
Re: - National Service 1996

Purpose of l'hc Moeting

Samcwhcrc along the line, Bill Clinton’s cemmzimenz to national service went
from a ma;oir campaign rallying cry to a relatively invisible legislative victory and modest
government program to a political football. What was once a graphic metaphor for
“opportunily, responsibility and community” now has all the potential carmarks of a
political liability in 1996 and/or a lony term hostage to a Republican Congress.

i

This'is a discussion about moving national service back onto the high ground,
This is vitatil‘or twa purposes: first, as a campaign theme; second. as a method o save it
during the 1996 legislative session when it comes up for reauthorization, H we're
guceessful, by the end of his second term, President Clinton should begin to see a key
element of hlis legacy in formation, H we're ensuccessful, national service could be dead.

At t}ic heart of this sk is a repositioning of national service from an afterthought
clement of om‘ cducalion package to the cutting edpe of our emerging vitizenship foous.
Am::ni‘orps Members are the Hiving embodiment of the movement from Big Goveriment
to Big Citizens: ordinary people doing ordinury things, but in the process changing their
country, their communities and themselves,

Subiceis to be Covered

1. Thoughts on how we got into thig box: “pet project”™; “getting things done”; 1943
State of the Union.

2. Legislative update, including appropriations, reauthorization issues and rationale for
repositioning,.

Nature of opposition: political and philosophical.

Assets: the President; other stakeholders.

O

Course of action,
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Past buday, &l a spﬁéml “Captot Hilt sexsun” of YRA's Working Gieoim on Nationa! ann Communty Senace Policy, 5
panal of Cangressional Republican stafl mambers agreed that federal tunding of AmeriCorps is in serious jsopardy.
They even went a¢ far 36 gxpresting urave doubls e 10 whather reauthorization would oceur on the National and
Communily Sarvice Trust ACl.  This special event, entiled The Congrassional Agenda on National Servize A
Republicen Perspeclive was co-sponsared by Youth Service Amesica and the National and Cumngnity Service
Confition. Republican staff members on the panel included: Mary Elizabeth Larson, Senate Commilise on Labor
and Human Resources: Derrick Max, Houge Commilles oft Eesnomic and Educatlonat Dppornunities: Sherry Kaiman.
Dttice of Scnator James Jefferds; Dean Jerbe, Oflice of Sonator Charles Grassley and Katy Anderson, Oifice of

Congressinan Chagtopher Shays,

The panc) agreed that it is fikply there ﬁ gorvies and the Depantment of Commares),
witi nat a8 A hudge! deal this vasr tha panpiisia fram the Senate fule thaught

i the Setale was wmure blkely o proceed by
: CR. Although neither the Administration
noe Conress wanta 10 ha hiamead tar o
thard government shutdown, the pangl
indicated that they may  2lee fail 1o sgres
on a permanent OR, thetepy toreboding a
tumulfuous year of temperary spending
bills that will keep govermment funclioning,
though subject 10 debale and uncenainiy
every three or fowr woeks, it appears that
ihe budget will become an election issue
and that rationar service will be caugni up
in the bigger debate Toncerningthe
structure and roie of the federml
government in the lile o each citizen,

wingt mgany lhal Big Cutporalivn fos
Natienal Bervice will liksly continue to
apmralas with dacreased fusting under
an sxpacted series of Continuing
Rasolutions {CR} enacted io keep the
government apen, In the current CR
the Corporation is fumdsd at 70% of
the sppropriated lavel. While recent
reports have indicaigd thatwe
Nepublican Congress may oroceed
with targeted apprapriaticns (.e.
ganding the president bills tunding
Veterans, NAGA and other SO B B 4 :
javered programs and leaving out ¥ ' ”
programs they distike insiuding natonat '

When asked about the luture survival of fedaral funding for national service, both Zerbe and Max said that it was
competing tor Hmited doliars againgt 100 many Giher popuiar programs hat impact large consiftuancies with vital
services {i.e. public hoysing, educalion, veterans and sci=nce programs), Morsover, Larson said it was unfortunate
that reavthorization of the NUSTA mus! oocur during 8 dillicult slection vear of continual budget wartare, Kaiman
notad that with the Senate in session only ahoul 18 weeks this year, IDoks ke there will De not be enough time (&
perhaps interest] te iake up rsauthorization of the Trust Act. The panel also expressed that i there was
reasthorization of the Trust Act, *major, strustural changes® would have 1o be made.

On the issue of ameriCorps itsell, Zerbe and Max argued that e program unsisrmines
tragitional volumieerism al @ ¢ost which is detrimerial to a balanced budge!. They added ather
criticlsm ranging trom pofitical advecaty amang members. 10 the manner in which the
Corporation awards its grants, 1o the issue ol national identily being used 10 create 2 “lederal
army’ of Bemocratic ideclogues. Larsen and otherg argued for much less of a top down
approach to natenal service with more devolution 10 the siate ievel, Zerbe and Max argued
“that, while very litle support exists for & tull-time stipended program they were open to the
possibility of an eduzational awards only program thiat would operate in partnershis with more
traditional volunteer programs of ooy in conjunction with collegiate work study or financiai aid
programs.  Zerbe and Max diin't buy the ‘voluntcor gonerator® model of AmeriCorps as a particularly cffcctive
program, stating that while AmedCamps members may generalr some traditional wolunigers, they could think of many
oty vusl-elfeclive wavy 1y do so. Disvussion on nativngd diieciz sruduced agreereenl sl fundiig 1o fedeial
agencics will be formirated, There wers mixed fealings abeout the efficacy of national dircst grants to non prefits.
ganfinuad.aos
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GOP PANEL - centinued from page 1

Al i ait, the paneliste gt not paint 4 hright micture, 1 was alear that the imld must move very fliekiy 1o agtakhish

broad, bipartisan suppeil, Kaital sugussied thal gl members of Congress be iviled 1o visil podrams in el
digtricte and ctates. Zerbe noled that the Corperation for National Sewvice ehouid not wail for resuthonization, but
shaiird “proactively” make smpontant changes under iR aigrent remiatory anthanly, Kaiman afvisen advacates in the
tighd to form a "hrain trust® 10 devise effsctive siructural changes and cors principles for national sarvice that will atfract
bipartisan support, including the coneorvative Democrate that have expreseed resarvatione about funding natisnat
service In this 1ight budget year. Tt is not too late--though without action, It may be 100 1ate {or federal investment
soon. Now is the time to let Congress and the American geople know about the strangth and vision of national and

communify service. ‘

YS4 and the Cealition will host the second session In this Qaf;gressiwnal series of the Working Group--The
Damoeratic Parspactive an Natisnal Service in February on Capital Hill.

Detaited minutes of this discussion are available on SCNVEnet-the anfine action network for national community
serddee, For more informatian about this mesting, the Working Group, or SERVEnst, contast Mickas! Evans or Joe

fliccardo a1 202-386-29%2,

Eromithe il e

Langing, Ml . “Youts Making » Oifforonce™ National Youth Philanthropy Confarense wall be held July “h4 7, 18998,
and fecus on imnivm% young people in ghilanthropy and the growing community foundation coneept, Targst
audisnces inctuda youlh advisory committass, community foundation trustese and staff membare, private foundation
officers andg stafl, youth serving organizarions and athers who are interesied in invoiving young people in phllanthrogy
arsi service. The conlgrence will be held at the Amway Grand Plaza Hotelin Grand Rapids, Michigen. For mors
informatian contact Terey Langston, Youth Project Managet, Council of Mighigan Foundations, at 616-842-7030.

waghington, 0C « The Caring Institute, which was estabiished In 1985 1o promote seiflessness and 1each the value
of caring, is seeking youth nominations for the 1996 National Caring Awards. The purposs of these awards is to
identily twenty adults 'and youths frem across the nation who have demonsirated extraordinary compassion and
caring, o celabrate and reinforce their acivities, and 10 creats rote models for aur society. To submit a pomination for
students include grade) address, school name, and a summary of his or ber agtivities by the end of March o Youth

Neainations, Caring, Institute, 320 A Street, NE, Washington, DC 26002.

Nationwide - YOUTH VOTE ‘86
In January 1904, the Netiona! Sludent Gampalign for Voter Reglstration, the PIRG's, Campuas Green Vote and

Rook the Vota came together 1o forge a parinarchin of youth based organizations commitied io the involvement of
v peupde o e deinociatic wrovess, Thal coelition was successiul i reyisteiing ovenr 250,000 voters and building
# broad and diverse parinership commitied to realizing the power of the youth vote, This year, Campug Green Volg,
Hock the Vole ankd e PINGS ara a4 agam with Youth Yote '96, a nonpadiman campagn dedimaled io ragisterng,
educating wisd imebilizing vosny veeple 10 vole e upcuting elgction. The kivkeoll for tis vear ooy effon will be
held at Marvard’s inslitule of Politice on February 16-18, The firet {ield activity, aimed at turning out young vetere for
the Wrasidential Frmary in New Hampanira, will be na behriary 15-50. Fae mare imormahion ahou! the Yoih Vote 45
campaign, comact Sarah Williams al 202-234-0893 or via e-mail al yw3b @ awess.digex.net.

' w27 LookihgiforaiChange:.. <« <

Los Angsles, CA « The Bayla Meighls Blamentory institute {BHEID} 18 sesiung an byscuhive, Hireoinr 16 {aka over s
teadershig. The BHED is a community based nan-profit serving slementary school Kids just zast of downtown L.A,
BHE! coeke & dynamic lsader/manager to overses the atler-echool, parent and mentor programe for 3rd-Stk gradeee.
Bilingual Spanish, bicultural preferred, Salary: approximately $35.000, Intgrestec individuals shouid send 3 resums
and cover letter to: Pilar O'Cadiz, the Boyle Heights Elementary instituts, Room 101 Graduate Brhoeol of Education
and Information Studies, UCLA, 405 Hilgard Avenue, Los Angelas, C& 90024.1521, or fax 16 310.206-8458,

The Natonal Sarvics Unehng 13 & weekly neld ugpdate for Y3A'S Nanonal Servics Athiates, For more NOMaton of I yau weuld ke
tninshwte A0 Hem i & Bbare jakos, plasee fax it 1o Stapharis Aaraaria a1 207.20/.4000
Szl thanks to Jow Riccands, Kaony Rosers. Terry Langston and Joff Hough for contnbuting 10 s issue.
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1 miust do more.” Three

By Anranna Huprinoron

Walcome ghoard, Mr. Pregident.

That was my Birst reaciion to the State
of the ifnion address, After alt, to have Bit
Ciinton announce before the nation that
*the era of big governmen: is over™ and
“applang the work of chureh and comme
nity qroups that care for the poor,” white
wrging that “every one of us shosig join
with them™ 1§ & good thing, yes?

avtually, w0, These are ldeas eantral to
Ameriea's renewsl, and using them a$
thetorieal fourishes diminishes them,
Farther, using them gy rhetorical cover for
2 differen? agends corrapts their mes&nlng
and subverts their zim.

Words and Actions

We Lindd gurselves 4t 2 snfque moment
«3n Ameritan history wher thonghifid peo-
pie all aeross the pefitieal spectram are
coming L0geiher to recogalze the primacy
of eivil society 20 dur natinmal health, But
ideas have consequences, and {hw presi-
dent's words appeared o be {ittle more
than Instruments 1o manipuiste polis, How
else can one explain the fact that the tne
specifle iniative menitoned was vet an
other government progras: a §1080 merit
seholarship for the ton 5% of graduatss in
every high sehool? When the president ad
dressed Congress {n 1883, he spoke of
*what governménl can do begauge 1 bee
feve govérnment

years iater, It Is clear
Irom the substance of
Tuesday's speech 3
that this remaing the
president’s position.
Every tme the
president  spoke of
tennwork, he clearly.
megnst  govermment
work; every time he s &
talked of onr “come o o
man effort,” there’  Bili Clinton
wag gzmmmezzz invoivesd; and every
iime he sabd “we,” it was we the govern-

ment, “Wa must alse provide childeare so |

mothers can go 1o work without worrying
abiul their ¢hiidren,™ he said, In justify
iny hls recent veto of o weifars reform
bl Plevating desirable ebjectives Hke
chlidesre into political impuratives has
atways provided the moral justification
for big government. And there wis every

* he remalns go unapologetin heir o that
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Should We Take Clinton Seriously?

indication in the Siate of the Union ad-
dress hnt the president continues to he-
iteve that nothing really important ¢an
happen in this country uniess govern.
ment eilher makes it hapgen or i the
star of the “{sam.”
The most permicious expression of this
betief was the president’s statement that
-our “challenge is to help every Ameriean
achieve economic security,” with govern-
ment ggain asseming the rolo of Provi-
dence in ensuring “education and training
for g lifetime, more support for families
ratsing children, retiremsent socurity, and
access 1o healtheare.” As Havek laught us
In “The Bbad to Serfdem,” hers hag been
one consistent theme ranning through the

snts’ choosing. Tw talk about adopting
=national standards of sxceilente,” as he
did izgt night, and teaching "charicler
sducation, good valpes and good cilizen-
suip” when children remain trapped in
faiied schools whare they ean't idam and
trom whith they cannot escape, is ta put
politles and special interests above ihe
Hives of children,

» Is the president willing to work to re-
move governmen? regulations that are
wastedul, cimbersome and invasive, and
that strangle the prowth of 3 heailhy ivil
sociesy? For example, there are liceusing
and credentialing requirementy that have
threatened the tite of Teen Challenge, one
of the imost sucresshy faith-hased drug-re-

The president continties to believe that nothing really
important can happen i this country unless government
exther makes 1t happen or is the star of the “team.”

vazophonous Lhorus of post-war teaders;
The individual wrust surrender mors and
more of Bis rights {0 the state, which i re
turn will guarantes more and more of what
social sclentisls and poilticians have der
cided are his nesds. But every time we are
offered more security wr give up mors
freedom. -

‘The president showld go back and réad
the preamble to the Constiiution abow
providing for the comawn defense and
promating the general welfare. The tow
bie began when {he government assumd
responsibiiity for providing for the general
welfars, And no Wnatter how meny eu-
phemisms of partnership and {ogether
ness the presidont used an Tuesday night,

hahiiitation programs in the coumyy. Gov-
sroment regulations of food praparation
nearly closed down Kig-Care i Houston
because Carle Porter’s home Kitehen,
from which she prepares over 20,000
meals & month, did oot meet government
specifications,

Would ha be prepared s take on the fa-
Bor unions xd the Davis-Bacon provislons
that make it fisgal lor sraftsmen to volun-
teer thelr laboy on guversmment-fanded
heusing amd bmer<lly Infrastruciire pro-
Jecis? And would he work o repeal the

inhibi workers from donating iheir labor
for projecty helping e poor? The list of
governmant barrlers to-vivil ‘soclsty 1§
iome, and 8 serious altemnpt {6 deal with
them wouid pit the president sgainst same
of his most ardent supporters, incinding
f;iést Amendment absodutists and his own
¢,

o~ 13 the president willing (o sccept that
woluntesrism itndarpentally depends on 2.
maral decision made by an individual to
hietp others In need? IF 5o, how can he jus.
tiflv an Amerioo feer” cogding
the Atnerican taxpayer ap average of
$25, 800 a year? The idea that the U5 gov-
ermrpent ought {o pay pesple to velen.
teet—part of the iotsl cost being a bene-
L{iis package and paet of it overhead

tradition.

‘The president can clearly taik the talk
of community and ofvit socisty. But here ig
a litrmag test he ssust pass iFhis chalienges
to Atnerican eltizens are to be taken send-
iy,

w3 our first challenge is tndoed “to
eherish ot children,” does the president
have the courage to pul rhildren’s Inter-
ests ahead of the interests of the teachery’
unions And to suppori—al 3 mindmusg -
vogchers for poor children, so they can
hase the same spportunity that C?i%%ﬁeai
Clinton bas {0 attend a schoot of her par-

Fair Laber Standards Act orovisfons that -

A2

costs--makes noasense of the presidemt’s
challenge 10 3t American citizens 10 be-
¢eme engaged in thelr commaunities and
urlerines a eentral precepl of ¢ivil soci-
ety: Helping those in need 18 3 moral im-
porative, aot ancther laxpayer-subsidized
entitlernent.

« s the president ready to endorse the
Istook-Melotosh-ERrlich Amendment that,
gmeng other things, would #nd the prac”
tize of wsing faxpayer fonds to lobby the
government {or more taxpayer funds o
ety those in need? Endorsing this amend-
ment would demonstrate the president’z
seriousaess when he acknpwledged in bis
speech Toesday night that “there is not 2
progeam for pvery problem.™ In last
year's Hate of the Unjon address, he sald:-
Mot evary probiemn; Ras a gevernmoent so-
fution."}

o The president called for a renewal of:
our *refigious, charifable and civic agsoc--
ations.” To put these wordy into setion, he
shoutd endorse legislation pat fopward by
Sen, Dan Coaly {R., Ind.} that would give.
{ax ¢redits & those giving mney 1o orga-
nizations serving the poar. We know that
he has talked {o fen, Coats zhout #t. Will
he now do mote than falk?

He's No Kennedy

The prestdent esed the word “chab
fepge” 47 Hmes in his speech Tuesday
night. Echeing President Kennedy's [a-
mous piea (“Ask no? whal your Country.
van do for yor; ask whal you <an do for.
your eountry ™y, he sald that "America was,
built o challenges, not promises.” Bot he
nurmed it on its head. At a time when chalk
ienging the American people 10 be the best
they can he is more crucial than ever, My,
Clinton has taken an idea il of promise
and made 8 mackery of it

If we are going to repisce 30 years of
Bankrupt Great Soclely thinking and sue-
cessfully redefine the problemesolvers ag
the people and the lpe! commumitieynot
the federal povernment-wa nesd politizat
teaders who will not anly talk 3 different
tanguage but who will mean whal they say:
and hisve the courage to act vn what they
preach.

Ms. Huffington is & senisr follow ot the
Progress oyl Freedom Fourdotipn, where
xfafrcaairs the Center for Effective {mzm’
s¥an.
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Conservatives
pin hopes on a
new kind of
citizenship
Civie nvelvement
must be redefined,
they say, i we are

{o move heyond

the tired solulions
of liberalism
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Conservalives hoping
for new ‘citizenship’
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February 11, 1996
Bruce: !

For youi information, enclosed is a copy of the first-ever annual report of the USDA
AmeriCorps program. You might be particularly interested in the section, starting on page
33, about how the program is reinventing government and reducing costs.

Some general report highlights:

*USDA AmCl‘iICOI‘pS Members in environmental projects performed flood recovery work on
75,300 acres, constructed or maintained 715 miles of trail, improved 6,176 acres of wildlife
habitat, provided 885 landowners with water quality assistance, built or repaired 76 campground
sites, planted 110,400 trees, made 42 recreation sites accessible for the disabled, restored 760
acres of ﬁsht:ri?s habitat, and protected 67,483 acres of coastal land.

* USDA AmeriCorps Members in nutrition and anti-hunger projects cooked and served 40,155
meals at soup kitchens, implemented 51 new sites for the Summer Food Service Program that fed
40,912 children, provided 391,542 people with donated food, gave food safety and nutrition
presentations to 25,257 students and senior citizens, and helped 152 community gardens.

* USDA AmeriCorps Members serving in rural development projects helped 390 low-income
families secure new homes, 3,484 families obtain running water or modern bathrooms for the first
time, 867 families repair health and safety hazards in their homes, and over 100 counties improve
their emergency preparedness and response.

* The 1,200 USDA AmeriCorps Members recruited 14,176 non-compensated volunteers to serve
in community service projects. Thus, each AmeriCorps Member, on average, recruited more than
11 non-compensated volunteers. The AmeriCorps Members directly provided services to over
828,000 citizens and performed environmental work on over 234,000 acres of land.

HofPe all 15 well
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; EARTHWATCH - , Mot Sev
% ,
Earthwatch is a nonprofit institution that sponsors scholarly field research by
finding volunteers to help scientists on scientific research expeditions around the |
world, '

Emmwaﬁcws MISSION .

The mission s:t)f Earthwalch js to improve human xmderstancimg of the planet, the
diversity of zts inhabitants, and the processes which affect the quality of life on earth,
Itisa cc}ahhon of citizens and scientists working to sustain the world’s
environment, mdnitor global change, conserve endangered habitats and species,
explore the vast heritage of our peoples, and foster world health and mtemamnal
cooperation,

N

KEY FACTS |

. Earthwatch is one of the largesz environmental volunteer programs in the

world. 3
H

*  Since its{fau}xciing in 1971, Earthwatch has mobilized 35,000 EarthCorps
volunteers, ages 15 to 80, to 1500 sites in 40 states and 115 countries.

s In 1993 Earthwatch will sponsor 157 pm]ects around the world mvolvzng 4,300
volunteers on 780 research teams. ‘ *

»  Earthwatch has over 73,000 members worldwide,

+ Over 50% of the projects receive muizi;}*ear support. The longest running
expedition has had 807 volunteers during 19 years of Earthwatch support.

¢ Earthwatch is a leader in experiential education:

- To date, over 3,000 students and 2,48{3'teacher§ have received career training
on Earthwatch expeditions. {See attached comments from Earthwatch Student

Program.)

- Earthwatch was selected by the New American School I}Qveiapmerit
Corporation (NASLX) as a member of one of the eleven teams for the
“America 2000" school program.
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C(}MME\ITS FROM EAI{T HWATCH STi}{}‘Q&‘T PROGRAM

FROM SW{}ENTS:

|
Christina Beardsley, Cascades Velcano Observatory

"It was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. ... It has changed my perspef:tzves of the everyday
world arpund me, and deepenod my appmzat:on of science; in voeks aught e
more about geology than 1'd learned in a full year of sifting in'a cias JS&QHL and sparked a desire

Wmm&&,w 1N

"IF i wer{m:t for this opportunity, no one would have evér been abie to convince me that
surveying geology could be engaging. ... Thanks to Barthwatch, in just two short weeks an
amazing change took place in me, and I have developed a deeper appreciation of science and its
rele in every day life, and a new perspecfzve of the beauty of the vast world around me.”

Briam Kramer, Taciik Station <

tizaz i Izad leameti was mcorpomzed aﬁd usedm zhe Za and field, Yet, 5£§txzrrels were ot where
the education stopped. 1 learned valmbiﬁ lessons in z;rgzmzzat:on, adaptation, and
1mpmvxsai’ian

" Michael Mc’ﬁ'ur?a}d, Wesds Hoie Oceanographic Institate
I feel that provt{iiﬁg students with an uncensored version of life in a scientific community
such as Woods Hole is an example of field exposure which should be more common.  cant

gven imagine how many people are never g;ven a true elimpse of the career that fits them and -
ignorantiy, pass | itby, My trip to Woods Hole changed my lite” .

" Hisham Ke'ightlx;a:y, L.amont-Doherty Geological Laboratory

"] wag pmpared for fong lectures and tedious work involving staring at rocks. In actuality, 1

received personal insight info the flelds of earth science and was able to discuss my new .

km,w ledge with mofess:r:mais This expedition shawed me that 2 field like carth science, which
! had ruled out as being too boring, deserves more of my attention: as a career of possibility.”

"Alicyn Cmbﬁil,t]et Propulsion Laboratory

T learned a great deal and ba&e become ex:mme?y interested in trees and botany as a result of
this trip. Qu g*&ﬁzi ave received a t feeling of self-confidence and self-worth | lacked
before my exmd itipn." .

Adam Lezio, Un:zvers:ty of Hawail at Manoa

% ,
"The expedition completely covered all of my expectations and even more. | was not only able
1 learn what a ygal research situstion is like, but was also given ample gpportunity to discover
the University and a small taste of what college will be like: it reallv excites me. | was even able

- to talk with a fow marine ?Jzo ogy professors ebout what zhe Unlversmf:s program is iib{}‘iﬁ:

« |

"I always rate an expcr:eme by weather or not ] would like to do it again. Earthwatch i€’ .-
something that I would definitely like to repeat and maybe even eventually have o ;sm;cct
- worthy o be'lna {an Earthwatch pr&gruz"'] station.”

i ' R .
! . .
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Comments :fmm Earthwatch Student Program {continued)

Natagha Schneiderman, University of Hawait in Manoa

"My 1deas sbout the relationshiz between poctry and science were not only confirmed on this
trip but [ also had new realiza ins. T discovered that our ever changing earth is like peezry in
maotion ...l L felt the strength and rhythun of our earth as | watched the lava and it instilied In
me a sense of awp bocause | realized that man gnig inhabils our planet it s tegz 1y na{ur{: that
sanirols it

? i
H

!
FROM SCI’E;NTIST&:

Dr. Alexander,Malaheff, University of Hawail, Geological Oceanography

"} am sure that all 8 students were awed by tho mighly power of the volcano, They were able”
to take spmmns &f the active ﬂew and then walch ihe iava turn into vock, We will probably
0 5f the students orient themaelye arth and zi ciences. Your program certain]

nd ientists are really like.”
{ir. Anan Kaymnmi, Malheur Field Station, Archaeology

“We documented virtually every artifact along, seven miles of sand dune fronting a desert
lake. Thousands of artifacts were observed and categorized. We recorded about a dozen

archaecological sites. The quality of work is as pood as any preduged by professionals.”™
Dr. JoBea Wayl, Jet Propulsion Laboratory, Earth Systems Monitoring
E

ian for thel
% singt hey cpened up a worid of opportumrlcs to
_ me — the ciza’u:c i::; pwszze a goal no matwr haw ofi-the-mainstream it rmgl;t be.

“Some studgn[;;; confirmed their desire to become scientists, some confirmed thew passion to
study the earth, and some probably found out that they want to reconsider their goals. [will

recommend this opportunity to other colleagues ., because it provides an putstanding

ppertunity for students and staff.”

. Dravid Immye, Rocky Mountain Biological Station, Botany

e s devels ; reszarch projocts and ga ' . stressing
expenmen{ai zechmq;zes with pmper tommls, and Wiih an empha»is on askmg how the
research problem could be better approached with unlimited time and funds. | believe they
gained valuable experience from these projects.”

Dr, Brian Barnes, Toolik Field Station, Arctic Ecology
icsl mi&ﬁ? as a discipline and of :

wha zgng in hzggmaagn bzc}ieg We covem'{i 2 ot of ground and a lot of scientific material
during our Ume in the field and particularly during our nightly o talks”

¥



NATIONAL SERVICE TRUST PROGRAM {(NSTP) .

H

1. NSTP will mobilize a "Citizens Corps” that, "In return for one or two vears'
fuli-time work at low wages in some form of community service, [will ] earn
nahonai service vouchers for college, job training, or housing.”

2. NS‘I‘}’ wzil mo‘mhze "200,000 }t}zzth servers within a year of enactment of the
requisite legislation.”

3. NSTP will "rely heavily on nation’s 100,000 private, nonprofit community -
groups tz} serve as potential sponsors and supervisors of Citizens Corps.”

4. ’\ESTI" must be “cast in terms of meeting a real need:.. .11t} should be seen as av +
long-ternt investment in the education, skills, and mgenulty of cur pe@pie
ﬁ;mong the ?uanons real needs are:

e Sz.zentxfzz: education

« Environmental preservation

» Ecenomic competitiveness

¢ Values af discipline, respansxbzhty and cwxc abizgatwn
}

5. NSTP nmsi m}z compete with exlstmg jobs. With labor unions @xpressmg
anxiety about a Citizens Cozps, NSTP must focus on ‘asks that remain undone
bec:ause S:}‘Lere is no profit [in them] for the private sector.” ‘

{

6. INSTP has been described by Al From as “the ph.alesaph;ca! cornerstone of the
uproming domestic agenda.” There is pressure for the Clinton Administration
to create "change” in the first 100 days, and national service has been a
signature issue for the campaign.

p F

{Quotations and {}t‘her information from Mandate for Change}

H




EARTHWATCH AS AN NSTF SPONSOR

-

'
[

Earthwalch is & tested model for mobilizing part of a Citizens Corps: 34, 000 of i
its Earthi’l’ez‘ps volunteers have completed 1,500 pra;ects in 115 countries and 40 K

states. . ; {}
2. Earthwatch has immediate démami for additional v%lunteer%:- Earthwatch o0 kY
receives 500 proposals a year and can currently fill and fund only 160. ‘ W

by

 Barthwatch ccu}i:l immedjataiy mobilize youths to serve at 30 sites.in-the 1JS.

3.  Earthwatch is a private, nonprofit group uniguely pcssmcmeci 0 sponsor and
supervlse a part of the'Citizens Corps.

4. The Earthwatch program would help fulfxii the need to reinvigorate our
science education, skills and ingenuity in order to rebuild our national
campetztweness in the scientific and engineering fields. Earthwatch:

‘s provides students with hands-on scientific education.

* motivates them ic pursue science and envxmnmmzal research in

callege and in their careers.

s improves American c:«r;znpentwaness by encouraging youth 10 pursue

scientific careers.

» nges youth a sense of discipline, responsibility and civic czbhg;ztzcn

5 Earﬁzwat::%s 5 Earzh(‘.‘c}rps would nct zzpset labor leaders because it wou}:i not
threaten existing jobs. Earthwatch would address unmet needs of scientific and
environmental research, education and preservation.

6. Earthwatch can address the new Administration’s needs in its first 100 days.

i
1
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@i’ GLOBAL COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION SERVICES

\,}zmc 1BTM STREST. NW. SUITE 540, WASHINGTON, DO 20038 1 (202] 8309508 o FAX [ROQ] 758842
!

January ?S, 1993 ;

Ms. Katie MeGinty

special Assistant to the President -
Environmental Affairs

CEOB

FAX: 456~6232
Deay Katia:

on behalf of Reginald Cedar Face and the Oglala Sioux Tribe,
thank you so very much for the very encouraging meeting last
Friday evening.

1
Becanse Vice President Gore was so impra&ae& with the
proposed (Tree Prodect when he met with Reg in Rio, we are
especially eager to bring this to hie attention for his
andorsamant. As you so astutely suggested, this c¢ould serve as a
medel anv;ranmantgempluynanz prograp far the attention of the
Domestlc Ecanomic {ouncil.

®
1

An uvarvlew of the basic cemponents of the Oglala Sioux Tree
Prodect %re as follows:

1. LAND: One million acres of land allocated from the
Sicux Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, South Dakota, for
reforestation. ‘ '

2. CORPORATE CONTRIBUTION: The Weyerhaeuselr Coppany has
agreed to contribute sapling trees and to provide techrnical
training and eguipment necessary for the Biosux %o continue
independent reforestation with envirenmental meniteoring and
forrest management capabilities. (Please note that Weyerhaeuser
does not reguire any favored status for future harvests, and wiil
be gubmitting competitive bids),

3. BLMAN REBOURCEBE: Hith the suppoert of U.5. Federal
funding, the Sioux will be trained and employed in forestry, thus
distributing -jobs among the 85% whe are unemployed and on
welfare. |[This aspect of the progran will be modelad on the <CC-~
‘WPA programs which were successful in the U.$, during the Great
ﬁayress*on cf the 19307z, and can serve as a nodel for President
Clinton’s plans to convert the existing welfare programe to
earning progx&&s

4. é&?ﬁkﬁﬂﬂﬂ? PARTNERBEIP: The progran represents a
partnershmp betwaeen the Oglala Sicux Tribkal Council and
Tradztzanal Sioux, which assures the enduring commitment of the
future ganexatmana of the Sicux people and a stadle relationship
hetwaan the twe governmental aamyan&nts. With inter-agency U.S.

1 H
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government funding, it can also serve as a model for developing
government/private sector partnerships.

S, CULTURAL PRESERVATION AND ECONOHIC DEVELOPMENT: Half
of the trees planted will be dedicated to the people of the
worlid, and will be managed as ceremonial tribute to Sicux
ancestors and traditions. ‘The other half wmll be harvestable,
with the Weyerhaeuser Company participating in cpen market
bidding.,

6. 8C1EN¢K AND TRCEROLOSY - Using specially developed
copputer 'software, this project will be developed, projected and
tracked with a system which assures $5% accuracy in providing
accountability, forecasting, and the capability for corrective
intervention when needed., In addition to forrest management,
computer evaluation capabilities will include environmental
impace measurepents as well as economid, cultural and social
considerations.

i :

We see this progran as exemplary of the "Local to Global®
orientation which is so critical to successful policy making in
today’s world. Wwhile it is primarily a demestic program, it has
the potertial to serve as a model [oy indigenous/corporate/
gevernment partnerships on the domestic front ag wall as
worldwide.

We are in. the process of developing 2 formal proposal which
will include budget, and look forward to the opportunity fto work
in partnership with you and this very exciting and promising
Clinton-Gore team! It may be that this can qualify for inter-
agency funding, possibly to include sope combination of BIA
Welfare funds, Department of Agriculture, the U.S. Forrest
Sservice, and others. We appreciate your guidance and look
forward to working closely with you and this adninistration

' thxﬁaahnut the planning and development process.

&ga&n, thank you so very much!
H

and ﬁy personal cengratulations on your appointment, Katie,
Pleass kn?w I’m here to support you in any ways that I can.

%
i Cord{qlly,

|
! ; arw L. McKinney
| o



Clinton National Service Proposal

Discussion Qutline

The President’s call to service extends from the youngest elementary students to our.
oldest citizens, and incjudes everything from part-time volunteer activities 1o full-time public.
service jobs.” Toward this end, the President supports funding for service programs involving
schooi-age youth and senior citizens, as well as professional corps programs such as thex
Police Corps and Teacher Corps designed to attract top candidates to public service jobs.

The centerpiece of the President’s proposal is @ national service program that will~
make it possible for wiiéga graduates and others to perform needed services in their :
communities by making it easier to pay back their student joans. All students will have thex
option of repaying their loans with a small percentage of their income over time, removing.a
significant obstacie to low-paying careers-in public service. Some will have the opportunity-
16 serve in natmnal service posmons in the areas of education, hunan services, environment;
ard public safety This program is cutlined below,

A. ?iathzzi Servive Positions
H

Im_qf_ﬂa@mm States and the federal government may approve placementg in
youth corps, Spec;alued service corps dedicated to prionty needs, individual placemems-in~
non-profit orgamzatmns (through VISTA or nonfederal programs}, and college service -
programs, with an e.mphams on placements addressing national priority needs. A limited?.
number of public service entrepreneurs would also be-selected for participation, Natioﬁai
Service posiions may not-displace paid workers. t *

_ n.of Pas ants: A diverse group of recent college graduates, as well as.
caiicge smdeats anti wmf«scimei youth, will be selected for participation by applying to and .
being accepted into a program offering approved national service positions. A national
system to help match individuals with programs will be establighed,

Bepefits:  All participants will receive a minimum-wage stipmd and.health and child .
care benefits (if needed). Individuals serving afier college would receive student loan
forgiveness worth $10,000 for each of two years of service, or the amount of their
outstanding loans, whichever is less. Other participants would receive a post-setvice benefit
of 35,000 which can be used for higher education or employment training.

Building an Infrastructure: Funding will be available for three types of grants:
single-year venture capital grants may be made to individuals, states, and public or private.
non-profit organizations (including education institutions) for program start-up; states and
public or private non-profit organizations operating programs may receive multi-year grants -
for program ‘costs; and states and public or private non-profit organizations may receive
grants to replicate proven existing programs,



evernging Nonfede ding: All program support and stipends will be made on a
challenge basis and must be matchexi

Federal role

: The federal government will establish critenia for ap{}mved naae;zai’
service positions, aiim Program resources, ensure against fraud and abuse, arrange for'a
national training program, coordinate service programs within the federal govcrnrncnt, and
provide trzining and lechnical assistance to states and programs,

Siate role: As required under the existing National and Community Service Act, the
govemor of each state may designate a lead agency and appoint a State National Service
Commission responsible for overseeing national service programs in the state, The Staie
Commission should include representatives of local service program directors and other
citizens and will develop a plan for service, including proposed national service placements
in the state. The plan must ensure equitable treztment of urban and rural areas within the
state and be approved by the governor and the national service agency.

Phase-in: Participation is expecied to be approximately 30,000 in 1994, increasing to
at least 100,000 in 1997,

B. Income Contingent Loan Repayment

All borrowers will be able 10 repay their loans through income contingent repayments.
This means that borrowers with higher incomes would repay more guickly, while lower-
income borrowers would repay over 2 longer period of time, Student debt will not prevent
borrowers from choosing lower-paying jobs for fear that they will not be able 10 repay mcn'
debt. In addition, a reformed student aid siructure wiil provide assistance 1o students n z
simpler and less costly way. Eliminating excess bank profits from the student loan pmgrams

will reduce costs to taxpayers while improving the delivery of services to students and their
families.
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NATIONAL PRIORITIES

Education
School readiness: furthering early childhood development
Examples: :
» Zzz;prove the quality and availahility of child development programs by working

in' day care and Head Start centers and preschool programs
» Teach hiteracy and other basic skills to parents of young children so they can help
their children leam
. Help teen parents stay in school by providing child care and other needed services
School suceess: improving the edacational achievement of schoel-age children
Examples; ,

. Work in schools with high concentrations of low-income students

. Mentor, wtor, and provide after-school and summer leaming-opportunities
» Coordinate service-learning activities for K-12 students
Needs

Health: providing independent living assistance and home- and community-based health
care

Examples:

. Provide independent living assistance and health care to homebound glderly,
people with disabilities, and people living with AIDS
. Improve the health of low-income commuonities by offering preventive health
services through community health clinics
* Offer prenatal care, parenting education, and health care to families of young
children threugh home visits
!

Home: rehuilding neighborhoods and helping people who are homeless
;

H

Examples: ;
* Help people who are homeless by providing shelter support, help in transitioning
into permanent housing, and related serviges
. Renovate and rehabilitate low-income houging
* Help individuals move off of public assistance and into self-sufficiency by

providing job training, literacy tutoring, and other services

V\)k't Sece
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Environment

I +
Neighberhood envirenment: reducing community environmental hazards

Examples:

. Revitalize neighborhoods by creating and maintaining recreation areas, preen
spaces, and community gardens

. Eliminate environmental risks through education, lesting, and cleanup
. Reduce waste through energy efficiency efforts, recycling, and other conservation

measures

Natural environment: Conserving, restoring, and sustaining natural habitats

Examiples: :
* Conserve and restore public lands, forests, rivers, streams, and wetlands
. Make parks more accessible through trail maintenance and infrastructure
iprovements
s Sample, map, moniler and record the status and trends of air, water,
groundwater, land, plants, and animals
Publi fe

Crime Prevention: Reducing the incidents of violence.

Examples:
. :
. Reduce crimes against children by making schools safe, creating safe havens, and
prevzdzzzg training i conflict resolution and management.
o Address the rool causes of crime, such as by providing substance abuse
counseling, education, and services,
L4 Develop specific crime prevention strategies targeted at key locations such as

playgrounds, public transportation  points, and other public gathering places.

Crime Control: Impreving criminal justice services, law enforcement, and victin services:

1

Examples:
L4 Enhance community policing efforts by working with local faw enforcement.
* Reduce specific community crime problems sueh as drug déamg, domestic
violence, crimes against seniors, and child abuse.
* Strengthen inoovative criminal justice programs such as neighborhood courts and

- community restitution,



MEMORANDUM

To: Domestic Policy Staff

From: Shirley Sagawa

Re: Priorities for National Service
Date; June 22, 1993

Based on the information I received at this moming’s staff meeting, as well as last
Friday’s discussion, I have put together the following priority list of issues which couid be
addressed by national service volunieers. The Iist will be used by the Office of National
Service 1o organize outreach and technical assistance. If you have any additions to this list,
please send them to me by ¢lose of businass Wednesday (contributions to the environment
caegory are most welcome -- we will also contact the Office of the Vice President), We
will be in touch later for suggestions of organizations who should be contacted and program
examples. To stimulate your thinking, [ am attaching examples of possible programs: a list
prepared by ONS for the President when the bill was introduced and 2 memo by Paul
Weinsigin,

Education
Head Star/Child Care quality

School-based mentoring/tutoring
Service-learning programs

Pyblic Safety

Community-service officers
School-based drug prevention

Human Needs

Preventive health care, including immunization
Home-based health services

Family support/parenting programs
Community development banks

Environment



Appendix i
EXAMPLES OF NATIONAL SERVICE PLACEMENTS

Education

. Hsad Stant proerams.

The success of the Head Start expansion will depend on the ability of centers w0 empioy
quality teaching personnei. National service participants could provide invaluable assistance in Head
Start and other child care programs. They would receive training in the summer after college, with
early ch:ldhmd development education sponsored by a higher education institution in pantnership with
a child care resourge agency.

In the fall, participants waould be assigned in groups as assistant teachers in Head Start centers
and other child care facilities for oweincome farnilies, where experiencad teachers would act as their
mentors. Assistant teachers would work with small groups of children, developing their cognitive and
social skills through sustained attention and education. In addition, the participants would provids
services 10 parents - literacy training, parenting education, efc. The assistant teachers would
perodically meet to receive additional training, and move on to more challenging tasks when suitable.

. Urhan/oural schools.

In Chapter { schools that most need help, an "army” of national service participants in a
variety of roles could significantly further the goais of your school reform plan. Working wgether, an
instiution cf higher education, 1 nonprofit organization, and an education agency could usa the
summer beipm service to train young people at different education levels to serve in the fall in
selected schools where interest was great.

Taroughout the year, participants would receive mentoring from the most experienced and
talented teachers, Some could work with parents 1 ensure thelr ivolvement in their children’s
aducation. Others would serve 2s math Or reading rutors. A third group would 94t as service-learning
voordinators, arranging experiential conumunity service activities to instill the service ethtic in youths
and invoive schools in their communities. Participants who became interested in teaching careers
would be abie to receive additional training while serving. As part of the "army” of servers, a fow
certified teachers might enter the schools in fields like special and bilingual education.

Environment
. Conseryation Corps.

Thousands of young people are already engaged in conservation work through youth corps.
These consecvation progeams often combine education and service componems, teaching young people
not only the basie skills of environmental protection, but the principles of environmental probiem-
mivmg as well, Soms programs are run by federal agencies like the Forest Service, but state
departrments and non-profit organizations often fund them also. The Vice President bas developed
several new conservation-related proposals, and Secretary Babbitt believes there will be significant
opportunities in the Pacific Northwest after the Forest Summit,

i



Conservation corps plant trees, build soif banks to prevent erosion. develop trails, revegetate
heavily visited areas, and survey flora and fauna. Such programs primarily involve pre- and non-
college participants, but college graduates with special training often serve a5 team leaders.

, L3 i i i tiv

There is often a gap between the political demand for recycling, sometimes retlected in
tegislation, and the locai capacity to support it. College graduates could work with businesses and
consumers w0 devise strategies 10 reduce waste. Afier 2 summer of training, they would be assigned to
cover a limited area where they would meet with employers. retailers, and building managers to
develop plans for source reduction and recycling. Participants would comtinue working with these
peopte, helping them meet their recycling goals, In areas where there are iegal requirements for
recycling, partictpants could work with local law enforcement zgencies {0 easure campliance, The
averall goal of the program, however, would be to help people fulfill requirements before legal action
becomes necessary.

Human services

. Communicy health centers.

Nationai service participants without advanced degrees couid become an integral part of the
effort 1o improve health care in medicaily underserved areas. Working with a school of nursing or
public health agencics o provide the (raining necessary, nonprofit community health centers could
involve young psople in 4 variety of health-related activities,

Some young people could provide :iaiiy services to the home-bound elderiy, enabiing 10 stay
at home msteaci of being forced t enter a nursing home. These services might inciude the
atimmzs:rawn of medications, meal delivery, light housekeeping, and companionship. Other youths
could pwmge outreach Services as part of prématal and Smmunization programs, making home visits,
arranging for transporntation, serving as transiators, referring parents to substance sbuse programs if
nesded, and 30 on. Stil} other youths could provide administrative assistance after hours in clinics,
enabling them 1o stay open jate 10 serve working parents,

*»  Housing for the homeless.

Programs like Habitat for Humanity and YouthBuild are already weii-established. The {atter,
in particular, provides atwrisk youth with remedial education, job training, and practical experience
while building much-needed shelter for homeless and low-income individuals. By leveraging non-
peofit and private dollars, and by converting the "served” into "servers” in low-income communitics,
programs like YouthBuild accomplish greater good at less cost than traditional programs.

Other housing-refated tmitiatives could include renovation of abandoned buildings for use a8
community centers and child care facilities. Soms programs could not only build housing, but provide
essential supportive services like counseling as well.



Public Safety
. Community servige officers,

College graduates who do not want the responsibilities and dangers of regular police work can
still conribyte significantly to public safety. Working ciosely with polic:c departments and public
housing suthorities - and fresing up reguia: officers 10 waik beats ~ “community servics officers”
{CSQ0s) can pmvzﬁa valuable assistance in non-hazardous public safety services.

Caiiega graduates ¢an be trained © ?zaﬁdle minor investigations, analyze crime data, and
engage in alternative dispute resolution. C30s can counsel crime victims, And they can act a3
community haisons, working with community groups and school children 10 organize prevention
offorts, such as anti-drug initatives and crime patrols.

* Rrug abyse prevention.

No one is better at conveying 10 young peopie the tempation and danger of drug abuse than
other young people. In close partnership with local schools and anti~drug protessionals {from
counselors (0 cops), pational service participants could form drug abuse prevention teams to engage in
a panopiy of activities. The teams could inciude a range of students, from coliege graduates wrained in
psychology to high school dropouts and recovering crack addicts. Each would offer & unique

perspective.

Teams might spend somwe time developing 3 curriculum for drug education during and after
schaot and then implementing it, At other times, (eam members might work one-on-one with at-risk
youths, Pant of the time, programs could run midnight basketball leagues to keep Xids off the streets.
And at still athar times. teams might solicit private sector funding o develop biliboard advertising,
videos on s:irzzg abuse, and other educational materials.



SEMORANDUM

"THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINCTON

June 20, 1993

MEMORANDUM FOR SHIRLEY SAGAWA
FROM: Paul Weinstein
SUBJECT: Community Development Banks aad National Service

Per our discussion last Friday, this memo outlines how we might match the President's
Community Development Financial Institutions (CDFI) and National Service legisiation.

Under this proposal, an undergraduate business major covld meet his/her community
service requirement under the National Service proposal by serving a two-year apprenticeship
at an accredited CDFI -- Community Development Banks (CDB), Community Development
Credit Unions (CDCU), Micro Loan Funds (MLF), Revolving Loan Funds (RLF), and
Community Development Corporations (CDC).  The service could be as an accountant, junior
loan officer, teller, customer and technical service staffer, assistant investment banker, junjor
commercial developer officer, etc, The swudent would gain hands-on financial skills while
the CDFIs would have access to a much larger pool of personnel trained in finance and
accounting. As long as we stipulated that the community service commitment could onty be
met by two years of work at a CDF] aceredited by our national network, monitoring the
service requirement would be relatively easy,

Under this scenario, some students might even continue to work in CDFIs, or even
start one. Even better however, would be for these individuals to take positions at fraditional
banks and other financial institutions. If loan officers trained at CDFIs ook jobs al
mainstream bunks, we could see an unprecedented amount of leading activity in lower~ to
moderate~income communities.  With the knowledge, unique expertise, and energy of these
individuais. banks wouli meet their Community Reinvestment Act requirements in a
meaningful matiner.

During the campaign, President Clinton spoke at the Wharton School of Business, and
criticized ssiness students for creating an investment banking club called the "Unindicted”
and for "pursuing high incomes in high finance rather than in the apparently less glamorous
work of creating jobs, goods and services to make America richer.” In four years, the
President could return to Wharton, and talk about how a whole new breed of business student,
trained at CDFls through the National Service program, was changing the way traditional
banks lend and reinvigorating the community spirit at financial institutions.

co: Bruce Reed
(ene Sperling
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The White Housae

!

i Qffice of National Servics
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: ETHAN ZINDLER
APRIL 30, 1993 202/456~6444

i saw News AdAvisory #we
! Ciinten to Unveil National Bervice
! Plan On 100th Full Day of His Administration

President Clinton will wvisit the University of New Orleans
on Friday, April 30, marking the 100th day of his administraticn
with the anncuncement of his National Service legislavion. The
iegiglation will offer educational opportunities to Americans who
make a commitment to puklic service and an overhaul of the
current student loan system.

The President will zpeak at the University of New Orleans
Health and Physical Education Center at 1 PM CDT to an audience
of students, teachers and community members. Prior to the
speech, the President will disgcuss his National Service
legislaticn with a group of students at the Ben Franklin High
School in NMew Orleans.

Attached are fact sheets osutlining the legislation.

i i
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April 30, 1993

NATYONAL SERVICE INITIATIVE

The national service initiative is innovative public policy
founded on traditicnal American values. The initiative will build
the American community through & domestic Peace Corps that brings
Americans together to tackle pressing problems. It will offer
educational opportuni by providing educational awards to
hundreds of thousands of Americans who serve ocur country; angd by
everhauling the student loan system, to offer EXCEL Accounts and
luwer irterest rates, The initiative will demand personal
;gsgoggigigg y by requiring Americans who borrew to repay their
loans in ione of two ways -- either through service or through
repayment plans that make it tougher to default. In all this, the

Act will reinvent government -- to unlsash the initiative of the
American pecple.

The President’s initiative has three basic conponents:

. The National 8ervice Trust, which will establish an
innovative, entrepreneurial Corporation for National Service
o offer Americans sducational awards in return for vital
service to ocur country. The Corporation is designed to cut
waste and promote exesllence in government, encourage
locally driven initlatives, create flexibility for students,

and foster competition among programs.

. EXCEL Acecounts, which will offer all borrowers inconme
contingent repayment plang. The new income contingent
repayment plan will allow borrowers to spread their loan
payments over a long periocd of time, reduce defauits, and
encourage students to take lower-paying community service

jobs, |
{

* One~Stop pirect Student Loans, which will save taxpayers
bllllons of dollars in bank subsgidies and defaults by
replacing private capital with Federal borrowing. Students
will receive some of the savings in reduced interest rates

and a streamlined Yone stop® lcan delivery systenm,



THE NATIONAL BERVIQE PRUSBT

H

The, National Service initiative will offer an educational
award to. Americans who do vital work in one of four pricrity
areas: education, human services, environment and public safety.
In addition to the trust, the initiative will support a varjety
of other programs to develop citizenship arong all Americans,
ranging from elenentary school Pservice-learning® projects to
older American volunteer programs,.

}. DIVERSE AND FIDE PARTICIPATION. The National Service
initiative will offer Americans 17 or older oppoertunities to
serve our country before or after college. While
contributing millions of hours of service, National Service
Trust parvicipants will learn an ethic of civic
reasponsibility. and while comnunities will recruit, select
and place volunteers, a nationwide public awareness campaign
will build a common identity for programsg, disseminate
information widely through collsge and high school placement
offices, and help place a leader corps of participants

across the country.

2. EDUCATIONAL AWARD WITH DIFFERENT UBES. The program will
provide those whae conplete a year of service with a $5,000
award for college, graduate school or job training. In
addition, participants in general will receive a roughly
minimum wage stipend, and health and child care, if

necessary.

I
3, PRESBING CUMMUNITY NEEDRS. National service means
educating children, helping immunize infanteg, fighting
crime, and stopping pollution. Within the broad priority
areas, communities will be able to design programs that meet
their own unmet nesds. Programs will be designed in ways
best suited to local needs, and range from specialized
service programs with in-cellege training and individualized
placements; to youth corps offering disadvantaged young
people & second chance while they perform invaluable
service; to communiiy corps that bring together the young
and the old of all economic and racial backgrounds,

4. REINVENTING GOVERNMENT. The Commission on National and
Community Service and ACTION will be combined in a single
government Corporation for National Service. To promote
excellence, the Corporation will be governed by & bipartisan
Board, . offer pay-for-performance to its employees, and raise
private funds for the Trust. In addition, the Corporation
will establish guality guideiines for all programs. Prograns
themselves must algo set measurable goals and dexonstrate
succass in order to receive gontinued funding., Within these
bounds,/ local programs will have flexibility to design the
beat wayg to meet their geoals. In all instances, no program
will be guarantead funding; all will have to compete for

fundlng
:
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8§, PARTNERSHIPS. Programs will match federal assistance with
private or other support. State commissions composed of
local rapresentatives appointed by governors will work hand
in hand with the national Corporation to support service,

EXCEL ACCQUNTS

The Clinton Administration will make repayment easier and
encourage national and community service through EXCEL Accounts.
All students will have the opportunity fo repay as a percentage
uf thelr income over time. The EXCEL Account will make such
"income~contingent® loans available for the first time. The
EXCEL Account offers students offers Americans the chance to
invest in their education and training and to pay back their
loans ag they start to reap the benefits.

%

1. FLEXIBLE AND UNIVERSAL LOANS: The EXCEL Account makes
college and training accessible to all students, and to
allow students the maximum flexibility in paying back their

loans.

1
2. ENDING CRUSHING DEHT FOR YOUNG PEOPLE STARTIKG THEIR

CAREERS? currently cur education system coften makes young
pecple pay large amounts of debt just at the moment when
voung pecple have thair lowest earning potential and the
hardest time finding jebs. The EXCEL Account allows a young
rerson the ability to pay a set percentage cf income, so
that repayment is proportionate to inconme.

3. ERCOURAGE NATIONAL BERVICE: Too many of our young pecople
are déscauraq&d from taking lower paving jobs as teachers or
police officers beacause they face large fixed monthly
payments. The EXCEL Accounts will encourage national and
community service by ensuring that young people will not
have to pay an exceptionally high percentage of their income
simply because they have chosen jobs where their service te
their communities exceeds the gize of their paychecks. The
EXCEL Acgount will, for example, make it far easier for a
recent medical school graduate -- who normally would have
high fixed menthly loans -~ to spend a few years serving
lower~income communities without facing a crushing debt

burden.

4, ENCOURAGE ENTREPRENEURSHIP: Our current lvan system <an
digcourage entrepreneurial behavior. Where a young person
out of school faces fixed student loan costs, that creates a
disincentive to take high risks -~ like entrepreneurial
activity =-- where a person may make little money in the
short~term in pursuit of larger rewards in the future.
Allowing repayments based on income eliminates these
digincentives to take risk.

i

5. LOWER DEFAULT RATES: Because EXCEL Accounts will
determine loan payments on the basis of IRS verified
inceomes, they will dramatically reduce default rates by
ensuriﬂg that anyone who works pays, and by not forcing

H
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borrowers into default simply because they experience a
pericd of unemployment.

ONE~ZTOP DIRECT STUDENT LOANS

This initiative -- the Student Loan Reform Act of 1993 --proposes
important reforms in the student leoan system, which will provide
one-stop shopping for student loans, reduce borrowing cests for
students, and save taxpayers billions of dollars.

1. USING FEDERAL CAPITAL: Because the federal gevernment
can borgrow money at a lcver interest rate than ¢an the
private sector, uszng federal capital saves taxpayers
pillicns of dollars in high subsidies to banks and other

private lenders.

1
2. BSAVINGS: The Congressiocnal Budget Office, the General
Accounting Office, and the Department of BEducation have all
found that divect lending will save billions of dollars over
the next four years, even after transition costs. Students
will benefit from these savings in the form of reduced

interest rates.

3. FLEXIBLE REPAYMENT OPTIONB: Students will have a
variety of flexible repayment options designed to. ease
repayment, aveid defaults and encourage community service,
inciuding the new EXCEL Accounts, which will provide the
oppartunlty far students o repay loans as a percentage of

incone over time,

4. swnsaanzxae DELIVERY: Direct lending simplifies the
current complicated maze of financial aid for gtudents and
parants by cutiting down on the number of middlemen and
procedures in the current system. Most students will
receive all of their financial assistance through one stop
at existing college financial aid offices.

5. INSBTITUTIONS A8 ORIGINATORS: Willing and able
institutions will make (or "originate®) locans directly to
students on campus, and will receive a fee for providing
this gervice. HNo school, however, will be forced Lo
origirate leans, Institutions that do not orlginate loans
will he provided the services of alternative originators,
selected and paid for by the Department of Education. No
institutions will service or collect these student loans.

6, THE DEPARTMENT OF ERUCATION’S8 ROLE: The Bepartment of
fducation will oversee an orderly transgition to the new
system, and monitor the new program. The Department is
already working on several initiatives, including the
devalopmant of a Naticnal Student Loan Data Systenm, to
inprove 1ts oversight capabilities and ensure a smooth
transition to direct lending. The Department will contract
with public or private entities, on a fee~for-service basis,
to provide alternative origination and to service and

collect loans.
|



House last falf calling for a $2.500 ceiling on education savings
ACCOUIRS.

But as the week wore o, & sucessmon of Bghtx erupled on the
Senste floor when Demnngraws sttempted to e the legistntion as 5
billbaard for \heir own education Enitiatives ard Repablicas
countered with their faveriie ideas.

By the tine the bl neared passage Thursday night. eatsaimbersd
Democests bad Jost every major fight and the fisal version
mourparsied almaost every GOP provision Clinton opposes,

Senate Minority Lesder Thomas Dascide, 13-8:10., acknowiedged the
bill bad enconraged election-year posturing on botk sidex.

Angd he Jamented the bipartisinship that used to be & Nenate
hallmark on education issues hed broken down. ™ Nentbnent has
clearly changed,” he seid. ~ This 1 & vastly different 511 from what
Republicans said they wasted when Coverdell's bili game 0 the Boer,
Now they want to sholish e Department of Education's roke in
ciementary and secondary education and abolish (national) testing.”

The changes were significant encugh that four of seven Democrats
who initially supported the Coverdell tax bill indiested Thursday they
would oppose it. And the chief Democratic ca-gpemsor, New Jersen's
Robert Torricell, suid be would oppose the bl if House and Senate
conferes retained 8 GOP emendment that elitinates o ouniss of
foders] programs for public schools.

In sddition fo the undertying tex break, which the president charged
would skew tax relief toward affinen families with chaldren in privale
schools, the bill inchudes an cutright ban on federal spending tuor
uniform national math and reading tess. And it would supplant seme
2 federsl aid programs for public schoois with block grants 1 sates
or local sehool disirieis, '

Republicans also sank the Democrats’ efforts to;

Hire 13 (50 aew teachers 16 zasie crowding i classrooms. Clinten
hoped to use $7.3 bilhon from s proposed new cigarsite tax to help
locs! schools pay for tus. |

Expand after-school programs to help Jatch-key kids. Thm would
have cost $250 puliion over ﬁvc vears.

Provide subsidies to cash-poor school districts o pay for new
construction or rehabilitation of dilapidated buildings, This would
hove cost $10 hillion over 10 yeurs 1o cover e iterest aip ey
horrowed to pay for the construction and repairs,

Aboul the only Democratic amendmient that survived was & proposal
by Sen. Joff Bmgmm AN N M to expand sehool dropout praveastion
PrORrams,

Sen. Slade Gawton, RwWa&h spissor of the blou-grant amendrent,
insisted Jocal suthorities and parents ' Know more abouwt what their
children's educational needs are than any person i Washingins,” His
propasat would hunp sorse $52 billion over Bve veors inte 2 single
grant W focal schools.

Democrats argued there would be “ao ac;coumnb;lm for thae meney”
and the federal government wezzié end up being o 718X collector” for
Jucat sehool boards which Zsckcxi tlze: COUrags 1o tamse Uil own Taxss
* ¥ pay for schools.

Sen. Edwurd Kennedy, DB-Mass,, complaineg the supplanted
programs inclading dmg»free‘ schoals, bilingual educstion and
trianing for math and science teaci-;m reflected national privriics
tocal schools could ignore, "I’be scrapped programs aisa are desipgned
10 enrich ediscational opportunities for low-incone and disedvanisged
children and to encourage focal schools to set kigher scademic goals,

The ban on nationa! testing standards, sponsored by Sen. John
Asheref, R-Mo., would undo a bipertisan compromise reached last
year that authorized an outside panel of eduvation experts i develop a
uniform test. The any was 10 give parents, educators and children g -
commeon yardstick with which to measure scholastie schievenent and
provide s basis of comparisor with other schoals.

But Asheroft called umiform testing ' s federal power grab® o move
woatyel away from parents and local schoods fo the naticas!
governmient, i doesn't take an expert o Know that whea sou. dictate
a test, you dictate the currieulum,” he said,

Kennedy retonisd a standard schicvement test would *. give pam:ts
and schools wn effective way 1 improve education and to chart e
progress they are making. Every student, parent and school would
benehit.”

Pa

A year Inter, Powell says Alliance for Youth hus promising future
By Steve Goldstein Knight Ridder Newspapers (KRT)
WASHINGTON Dne year after the presidential sununit that
isunched the aid-so-youth foundation he pow heads, retived 1.8, Army
Gen. Colin L. Powel! said that the organization may continu
opevations well beyond its plannied termination date of 2000,

@

‘that if the organization is achieving its goals,

He left open the question of whether e would continue as cha
of the group, called America's Promise: The Alliance for Youth,

I we have suscessfully inserted America’s Promise and the red
wagon {¢ie organization’s foge) intw the consciousaess of the conntry
i1t soune way, 1U's oot clear vou Just want to walk away from that,”
Powed] said in an nlerview,

The former cheirman of the Joist Chiefs of Stfl insisted that ¢
" deadly serings efiont” to improve the Hves of millieng of
disadvantaged young people was progressing and gaining momeniurs,

Ballyhooed and blessed by the White House, the Presidents’ Sumwmil
for Asnerice’s Future in Philadelphia lost Apri featured President
Clintem and three ax-presidents acling s cheericaders for a
sativnwide effort e spur voluntesnse and programs for youth,

The stated mission was 1o connest et feast 2 million disadvantaged
voung people with five basic resowrces by 2000: an angoing
relanonship with a menoring adult; safe places end structured
activities where they ¢an lewrn and grow during non-schoo] hois, a
Besdthy start, a marketabie skill, and an opportunity to give bask
thrnugh public service.

To accomphish iis goal, corporations pledging finsoaast
commitments are matched with not-for-profit orgamzations or
governrent entities 10 provide assistanes i one of the resouree sreas

" We think the resulis have been outstanding, given the leved of
eoergy released intoe communitics around these goals,” said Robart K
{iuodwin, hesd of the Points of Light Foundation and a charter
wember of the board of divetors of Amenca's Promies,

Az Powel] prepares o deliver & onewyear status report Monday at the
118, Conference of Mayars meeting in Chizago; he can point to nearly
3530 corporate and nonprofit commitments inchuding a recent pledge
of §2 miffion by United Parcel Service 1o be shared by five nonprofit
organizations and scores of state, city and community summits staged
to mobilize locst efforts.

Oin Sawrday, Kansas City wil] host the 90th commaunity summit held
thus far, in addition to the 16 state sumits alresdy gaged.

Bat some corporate donations have been eriticized as mere
reaiiocations of chariiabie contributions fren other recipients. The
orgasization 35 aiso ander increasing pressuse 1o confinn that the
donated resources are reaching the itended young beseficianes,

Moreover, urban studies speciaiist Jon Van Til suid there is some

Jenlausy in the nonprofit community o feeling that sieamis come and

o, while tey are in it for the long houl, .
 Muybu the best thing is 1o have this energizing social movement as

g femparary sctivity, one that brought this issues o peoples’ attention,”

zaid Van Til, whe directs the Citizenship and Service Education

Program st Rutgers University in Camden, NJ. 7 It haent shown that

it should be wurned into & permanent, bureaucratic argamization to lead

ux i the 2lst centary.”

Paul Clolery, editor of The NonProfit Tisnes, which covers the
nonprofit sector, 15 mars blunt.

“Hthey don't sunset ur two years,” be said, the gloves are going to
come off and s going to get uply.”

Peier A. Gallagher, president snd CEO of Americs’s Promise, said
"1 don't think the lights
will be wrped off.”

Sipping a lemonede plucked from & red wegon iaden with soft
drinks, Poweli said he believed they have praved the sommit was
more than 8 medie event,

"This is a dendly serious effort with a deadly serious purpose and

. people are hard at work at {7 he said. T I'm pleased st how the

sonprofis world has responded. I'm pleased that our comporsts
sponsors have performed and are stifl coming on board ™

Powell admitted 1o & rocky stars, with three chief executive officers
ut the first tiree months, but said they now have 5 ** functioning”
organization, America's Promizse had a $6 mitlion aperating budget
last year, and expects 1 spend slightly more this vear.

Powell was disinissive of the charge that seme corporstions were
merely shuffing finds from one do-goad scoount 1o another,

" If a corporstion says they get more bang from their buck by
moving rescurces fo Amenics’s Promise and they are giving less to
some art sasseuen, my heant is sof broken," said Powell

Yt Goodwin conceded that there were only 3 7 fow” oompm that
have snbstantially increased the leve] of financial support ' for issues

related to the empowerment of young peaple.”

What's wore, officials at several nonprofits soy that America's
Promise must have some way of irecking the detivery of commitments.

astead of focusing on the euicome, Americs's Prowise should
frens op what steps commitmens rakers have taken w follow through
an thelr commitments,” ssid Nick Bollman, co-chairman of the
Urantmakers Forum on National Compmunity Service.

Somin Sl



ide-Eyed' Kirivenko to Become Prime Minister of Russia By
Colin MeMahon, Chicago Tribune Knight Ridder/Tribune
Business News

MOSCOW--Apr. 24--A month ago. afler President RBorls Yehedn
nownated him 10 be Russia's pest prime minister, Nergel Kithveako
walked around bug-cyed and giddy, accompanyiog Yeltsin in the halls
of power like a nephew an his first day at the family ting.

Some Russians snickered at hig bookish face. T The Scientist.” they
calied him, just as Americans might say, ~ The Nerd”

The wisecracks, though, have dried up, and Kirivenko has Jost that
widsweved look. On Friday, apparestly whether the Tower house of
parliamont likes it or not, the 38-year-old Kinyenko wiil heconn
prime minister of the Russian Federation.

That caps not only a meteoric rise for Kiriyenko, but also could mark
# mirming point in the relemtiess war of wills between Yelinm and e
sompmnist-dominated Jower house, the last vestige of the old order in
the former Soviet Union, Al issue is the rifative powvers of the
president and lawmakers in the stuggiing new fit-and.stan demosroey
. in Russia,

Beyond their own roles, the struggle over Kirivenko alxo highlighted
- strong disagreement between Yehsin and communist legislators vver
the future direction of free-snarket reforms in the new Russio,

Coed, smars and tougher than anvone except thoese wha know him
expeeted, Kirivenko has won over pohiticsl and business Jeaders os
well a8 g sizable chunk of the Russan peopls. Whether he bax won

over mcugh voies o be confirmed by the Duma, ax the bswer howse s 7

called, is another issue,

. The 450-seat Duma has twice rejecied i(mvmm canidisioey s ot -

& governrment o n:plac:c the one {ired by Yeltsin on Moreh 23, I'the
deputies reject him again Friday, the Duma will be dissolved aml nEw
parhiamentary elections will be scheduled.

Yeitsin has vowed to then name Kirlvenko premier anyway, os the
1993 constitution atiows.

Given that scenario, angiysts think Kirtvenko mey well eqzwa& by,
especially f Friday's vote is in secret and the deputies can hide their
ghoice from faction leaders. The Dhana a5 2 whole does nnt want tn
hand over what Jittle power it has 1o Yelisin, even temyrrarnly,
Individual members also do mot want to risk losing their ssis oted the
porquisites that go with them,

Yelisin on Thursday mes witii e Dwma speaker snd his cownerpor
in the parliament's upper house, which plays no role in the vote but
has officially urged the Duma o approve Kirivenko. The president
also telephoned Communist jeader Gennady Zyuganov to Jobby for his
young nosinee, but Jeftists continued to predict that Kirjvenko wall be
defeated.

if that heppens, even most aritiss of the Kinyenko chuige
scknowledge, 1 will not be snything personal. The Dhuans is using the
Kiriyenko nomination to stand up to Yelisin and demand chonges
bis economic policies and the composition of his governarent - twa
demands ihat both Yeltsin and Kirlyenko say they refuse to heed:

**1 will not accept these terms,” Kirivenko said after Josing his
second confirmation vote last week. ™' 1 will not ask anvone for
gnvthing. I will not guarantee anybody any jobs in govmmmt

"1t is possible that § will not be slecled.” ke add@é Baz s
impossible to bresk me.”

1t 15 that kind of perfornmnos by Kirtyenko - zzsmeiy s;makmg hig
mind and standing los ground - that has impressed msay Russians,
He siso has shown & consmand of sconomic ponciples coupled with s
Inuman tonch, living op to s repuiation as a leader quiek o the .
uptake and able 1o work well with people. He has treated the Duna
with respect but not absequiousness. He has been open with the
medis.

**He has displayed himself as erudite, &s an expert in economics, as
& person who knows how 6 reach compromises with different
palitical forces,” said Ludmills Telen, o political analyst snd deputy
editor of the Moscow News. *"But it's still a question whether these
qualities msuﬁ'wsmi for sorseone © becomse ;mzm minister, § don't
think they are.”

For Telen and many others, meﬁws flaw is what Yelisin

trumpets as his strength: He is ne political anieal, ’

Kinyenko is a manager, one who showed administrative tolent while
running & bank and then an ail company in Nizhny Novgorod, one
who joined the federal goversungnt only a year ago b quiuki\ won
praise &5 2 deputy minister and then minisier of fuel and eovrgy.

He is not supported by any faction in the Dumne, and when asked
whose man be 18, he replies simply: Bons Yeltsins,

Dieputies and many pt;zhzzcﬁi observers say iz mz{iczzm» Kiriyenko
1o failure.

¥ -
¥ a s

" Not anly does he have nio support amang the ;m&mcak forces, he
has none smong either the finuncial clans or the regional ehtcs Telen
soud. " He is wo dependent on the president, which makes fim
vilgersble . 10 counerstineks by the influential forces mIRussm --the”
vegional elites, represeniatives of natural monopolies, the’ oiigarchies
gud others”

Kinvenke appeers unpeorturbed, He knows regionsd poizzzcs benter
thai many pehzsczara: whix have never lived cutside of ?«ém\& Has
tishe 25 energy aunisier exposed him w the dealings and mmgzxzs of
the leading financial powsrs. He also understands that i sz person has
only one political backer in Russis, he could do no better than Boris
Yeltsin,

So tar, mem has shown a thick skin. When repoﬂ&.smfaccd that
he was connected t the Chusch of Scientology, which many in Russia
see as 8 eult of the devil, Kirivenko shrugged them off as an April
Fool's joke, The reporss were later dismissed, most umhiy on
Wednesday by two Dums committees asked 1o investigats the
acausations.

Such poise, and his command of policy, have unpmssed the same
federsal deputies who voled gguinst himm. At one session bcfm i£s
Duma, during which Kiriyenko spoke more authorzt.aizw:}) and clearly
than predecessor Vikor Chernomyrdin ever had, 8 deputy wid the
young mag,  The impression is that you have an answer for every
guestion.”

Wonly thet were the case, Kirlyenko kanows that heig irzherizing an
eoegomy in 8 mess, pandy becanse Russis fails toveins in zt& spending,
partly because it fails 10 callect taxes, partly beause the %&‘Zémde
Jdrop i ol prices and fgllout from the Aslan financial m&s &g

* bleeding red onie e nation's balance sheets, How o ;::zty ! off back

wages and pensions has no sesy answers.

In discussing economic policy, Kiriveake hag mtpl:cliiy eriticized
some of the privatization efforts of the last fow years v R!JSSI&. dunng
which state properties were sald off for mere pittances, the proceeds
were nsed 1o fund current government expenditures, and a few
bankers and industriatists built up empires of wealth and political
power.

“Any extremes are dangerous.” he said. UThe mm&m&h&e i
a strong stete snd & srong goverament. The slate hag im of
peasibilities sad levers, and we should not distance aurselves from the
eLonony.

“Ala curtein stage we got carried away with the thesis thst tn s
market esonomy there is nothing the state should do, fhat the market
will regulate everything itself.”

Stili, Kirtyenko has shown no desire to return to the state-dominated
policies demanded by the Lefl. And in memings this ka with U5,
officiais, he reiterated the Kremlin's pledge that Russia wouid remain
o it owrend frew-market path,

Kirivenko's frankness in acknowledging the government's failores
has won over many Russians, even those who say that wim the Dumas
vr Kirivenko or Yeltsin does has o impac on ther i:m Though
Kinvenko st scores poorly in polls asking who weuld n‘zakc & good
prime minister, the tatest sirveys show that fully half of it Russians
think the Puma should approve him as premier.

Bevond the economic and political battles, Kiriyenko also pledges to
addn:ss it public's disiliusiomment with government.

" You can describe Uis as & mora ¢rigis when pmple have no
confidence, when people do not understand what the goveﬁmt 8
dotng and why,” he smd. " There is only one way of solving this
problem: Everything the government does should be mgpzrmz
expiginable and done with s sense of responsibality.”

That mission will continue for Kirivenko afier Friday. The only
question now appears o be whether he will move on with the Durna's

-appraval, or without any Duma at all.

Education bill product of pariban bickering, prompting promise
of a veto By David Heas Knight Ridder ?iwcpapan (KRT)

. WARHINTITON What began as » mild debate over a DEW
educsxm 1x break became 8 raging dispule over fedzta% ad
schools ss the Senale prepared to pass egfucation ix:gzsiaizon Thursdsy
evening that featured controversial chnbl:em zmzzsbm

Even befare the vote, the bilt drew a promise of 2 velo &em
President Clinton.

The: underiying bill was a madest proposal by Sen, Paul Coverdell,

- R-Cia.. to permit furmslies 1o set up special education sa\:mgs accounts

for children 1o help finance education from kmd&rgmim through high
scho! in public and private schools. Farents could save > Lp L0 $2.000
a veay per child aud the interest carned would be tax»ﬁm

Coverdel¥'s bill i virtually identical to & measure passed by the
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Religious groups play

bigger AmenCorps role s frer veto,

Agency begms ﬁﬁh year of helping students, towns

' gg Witham

TON TS

"~ AmeriCorps opensg its fifth year of na-

 tignal volenteer survice today, marking the
i involversent of 100800 coliege students
. whao increasingly do their community wark

vis religious pgencies.
The religion-solated segment under the

i Corporation for Natinnal Service, a Peace

C:;rpshkae agency bogun in Pmszdmz Ciin-

* ton's first teymn, has reached 8 mmﬁ of all
. volunteers since 1994,

AmeriCorps offlicials said that sector m
“rapidly expanding”

The AmeriCorps budges also has grown,
Conpress gave it 34385 million for next

! year, an $18 million increase over 1998,

"We got inte AmeriCorps a5 500 as we
could,” said Juhin Stoesz of the Grester Pal-
tas (.nnmmmty of Church. “Velunteery we
g8t from churchey are very dadicated, but
iheyk are ot there gvery day and every
W (1] -

Since the npationsl agency opened in
1994, the Dailas coalition of 300 cimmhes
hes had shany 50 of AmeriCorps” lull-ime
cullege students assising i3 Comununity
wark anmuliy.

AmeriCorps gives the students a living
stipend, of which groups like the Comymr
pity of Church must provide 15 percent.

Students ajse get a $4,728 voucher o pay
college cosis. A student may serve in
AmeriCorps & maximum of two years.

A strength of such programs, Mr. Stoesz

satd is that a funded core of volunteers-

i:zgpmes more nporary volunteerise and
increnses community donations. “We can
raise money lecsily when we have a gwd
progrant” he said.

The Sisters of Notre i}ame were gn
AmeriCyrps gite from the beginning as
well, and in the Disirict the sisters for three
years have operated 2 servine project sut of
Trinity College in Northeast,

“We've never made any appt:ai for people
in the parishes o help us” said Sister
Joanne Schmeborger, “'Z’he AmeriCorps
voltnieers are just great young paople”

Hep 12 volunteers gach year have helpad
District residents complete GED tests, and

- atsp helped immigrams learn Boghish, *

The National Couneil of Chorohes (NCC)
Eeumenical Program for Urban Service
hes been 8 primary outier to religious am
cies. Thin year, it will toondinate &
3,600 AmeriCorps voluntesrs a1 5,000 sites.

The locations are churches, synagogues
and mesgues, said Charles Rawlings, the
NCC's director of urban programs, "We
started as a simall program with 4 grant of
SA008057 he said, “Now we have grants in
the grea of $3.2 million” .

All sech progranss must pay their own
bifls, and then file for refmbursement from
AmeriCorps, participants sald.

The NCC project awards only the college
voucher., The living expenge of an
“ArmeriCorps volunteer is covered by the re-
Ypious groops.

- While some colteps students are from
migdle-class familles and go to expensive
urjversities, others are minorites atend-
ng community colleges - and they benefit
greatly fraen the voucher, pam’cipants suid.

The chyrols douncil fries (o “1arget need-
fiel poputations” As b resgif, 30 percent of
the Amerilorps awsrds go to work with
blacks and 30 percent 1o assigt Migpasic
concerng. The rest goes to genern) wirk by
w}znte«:r religinus agencies, Mr Rawlings
B,

None of the parlicipants reported dis-
putes ovey the church- s;damhmue I::f fa}iergi
money being dispensed through a fait
'base? erga::g&um

Sister Schneberger said that while they
pperate out of & yelipious college, there is
nothing sectarisn 0 the work. ¥ pray a ot
for the volunteers” she smid.

In fratins, Mr Stoesz said a picture of
Jesus mmy hang on a ghurch wall where
volunteers copdoet 8 program, bul uo one
15 teathing Sunday schoud. “We're not going
tp take the pictire down,” be said.

Similarty, the NCC work fjows a well-
established pattern in which church agen-
cies receiving gavernment mopey neutral-
ize the religious setitng of the work.

“We police it very cavefutly” Mr. Rmﬁ-
ings said. Still, he said, veliginus groups in
partnership with government funding "is e
good adiusiment in Amerwan pulurel

Clinton vows to try

again in 1999 to get UN. funds

ASHOCIATED PRESS

President Clinton is offering to work with
the next Congress on drafing an “achie-
vable package™ t© nay about $1 bifton in
back 115. dues 10 the Unitedt Nations, He
said he had no choice ing 1o veto s bif) that
linked the payments with abortion restrio-
tionn, .

Buy congressione conservatives pledged
to continue their campaign fur the resiric.
tions,

“This member deeply. regrats that the
&fsiéent of the United Stetes has jzopard-

4 America's foreign peizcy eadership by
vetoing this legisdation” said Rep. Doug
Bernoter, Nebrasks Repuhlican.

e goid Mo Choton vetoed the bill be-
catse *he spparently believes thet 8.5, tux
dollars shonid be wsed hy forsign nongov
ernmental organizations to lobly for &
(¥1v! il

Meanwhils, Mr, Clinton yesterday signed
the Charter School Expansion At fo speed
the developmernt of high-quality charter
sehools. The law authorizes up 1o 8106 mil-
lions & year over the next five years for the
planning and expansion of charter schools.

Also yesterday, the father of 2 New Jer
sey woman killed in & terrorist bombing
says the war on terrgrism soffered & sete
Back when My Clinton nullified legisiation
fitended 1o help his family collect damages
apainst Iran. Stephen Flatow, whose daugh-
ter Alism, 20, was killed in a 1995 bombing
in the {iaza Strip, criticlzed Mre Climon's
waivey Wednesday of a provision in the
budget law that would atiow U.S. victirag of

terrorism to muke clafms a&mnst the guifty

country's embassies and other property.
In the 1IN, dues dispute, Mr. Clinton ve-

-toed tegisiation t provide $226 mithon in

delinguent payments, insisting the unt
prelated abortion restristion left” hiny no
cholve,

*Pve made it clear many thnes that ¥ will
vetn such provisions, Congress sent me the
bill to fund vur arrears to the Yaited Na-

. tions knm’mg full well 1 would do se“ Mp
Clinten said.

Even so, the United States managed to
nareowly avoid the toss of its General. As-
perbdy voting rights by making a4 last-
winute payment stitched tog er with
money moved from other accounts.

The United States made a payment of $50
million. Congress included an additional
$197 miltion i separate legistation for 1998
UM asccounts. That, along with anather
a?waéy-apmnpmtm £100 million, should
suve the US. vole in the 18%-member as-
sembly, VLN, officials said.-

In addition to the 1998 bills, the United
Nations estimates Woshingion owes $1.3
billion i1 grresrs.

‘The palchwork financing arrangement
was worked out last week 1 negotiations
between congressional Republicans and

TrERGury ﬂegarimnt officials, jsrgely In
an effort to blunt the impact of the ong-
anticipated vein,

My, Clinton’s veto — of 4 bill authorizing
State Dopariment programs — was thae
Iatest installment in his Bbattle with congres-
stonel conservatives, and it canght no one
by surprise,

At the heart of the Jdispote is an amend-
ment by Rep, Christopher H. Swith, New
Jergey Republican, thar would bar usin
any US. money te support mtema:tzwz%
family planning ergmzzanons that seek
mangea in their counmtries’ abortion poli-

In his vetn’ message to Congress, Mr.
Clinton said corrent Iaw “already prohibits
the use of federal funds to pay for abortion
z:i}md and for lobbying on abortion is-
pues!

*This biH would go beyond those Hisits,"
he said, by deayving UN. support fo nob-
povernmental arganizations that use fheiy
own funds to perform abortions, he said.
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Mudders rot afraid to take Jow road

8y Liz Ton campaign for Mr. Schumer, raking
mgwém@&aw _,ﬁg ‘\ 1 812 miflion at wo fund-raisers
in ¥ sizgie day.

. NEW YORK — Rapublican Sen, The Clintans aad Vice President
Alfonse M. I¥Amsata and Demo-  A# Gore are expesied 10 apgesr
gratc challenger Rep, Charles . again before the Nov. 3 elsction.
acéug?&r; g;-: in & dead hieat, wag-  Moreaver, the Democratic Sem.
DS COMPEENS INOTECON-  atorial Campaign Committee has
%fi_mm playing “govcha” than gigdgad aimost $2 million s My
23;8 uescmg}a personat szisan an the umern, whe is still being out.
Mining sach ather's length m&;:%% w‘%}?ﬁm ﬁ
; ¥ by 19, atest cam
Cengressional voting recards for  paien finange ceparts show Mr
3%%% @e;zch eanmsiféie is  Schumer with §1.3 million in the
Fiaghliicg as ¢ -
education, the environment, abpr. mk sﬁtﬁi’gﬁrﬁeﬁy sf?‘iﬁg
LT bt e A
] Iy L&)
ar%aacks to disoredit the othey, 0 aitsek his Breokimm z}m}:
¢ YEAT'S most expensive Sen-  upstste for bei downstate i
ate race now finds tangential ig. e ma‘ ; i
£2es - speaking fees, Holocaust boy and siemming him downstate
victims' rights, snd amendancs - for his voting reeord. The one-two
records in Congress - emerging punch appears to be working, ac.
25 pocsible hot butons that cowld g 1 Lee Micinghoff, diec.
FwWay sizab ocs of voters in thig & >y
volatils state. lic Opiziion.
;i . He views the contest ag so ciose
A lassic mngl:i g"i‘ﬁgg hat azry single factor might Gp the
lone surfaceqd DRIENCE The Schumer camp re-
e « 128t Sunday, 26ived B setbuek when a court
AR by My tuled hal s Demcerstic-spon.
: Damaty, a Ry Sored referendum on the Aqure of
mogs Catholic and & staunch sup. ke Stadivm — expected to at-
wer of Jewish cauges who was  TACT More ¢ity Demncratic vorery
ingtrumental in forcing Swiss < 10 e palls — ”‘;?:"}d 1% e an the

banks o ¢o Jewish vie. iz&ﬁatne;zm X )
mxm%m,apwm Mr. D’Amare’s efforts early in
some Holocaust survivors at o W CEMPpaiRn 1o paint hisopponent
rally in frontof the United Nations, %, "Hopelossly fiberal” dian't pay

He assailed Mr, Schumer, who i — o, DUt 1 has gotten traction fo-

photo finish

w

ot
et

’Amato headed for

Jewish, for voting sgainst US. par- cusing on the many missed votes

€. Scipation in the Gulf War is 1501
. : ¥, Schumer has acoumulated.
St and for ruissing 8 volo in Cangress “iryy "o ssage is: Schumer
!t make the Capit! Rotunda avail.  wants a prometing. Lets laok at
. able for a Holocaust mewmorial what he's done 5o Par P dot
| ceremuony. ) “be's nat, and you wouldn't want
Mr. Schumer fired right back, bio 1o, * said Mz, Miringhoff, -
m%%dnm Batholbbeand  Virmally off the polls conductss
s wife lost family members in the mm&@mnm%%ﬁ
Holocaust and borating My, 08 stetistical dead hest,
D'Amato for tedly &ning mom of the polls indicate a one
hime a “purrhead” in & privag PO difference betwsen the zan.
‘ meeting with Jewish leaders gy diFERs, 8 recent survey conducted
New York City earlier this week. 97 the Daily News and WABCTV
For Mr. D'Amato snd for Mr. gﬁgzﬁéﬁfﬁmﬁgm
Schumer, 2 nine-terms congress. e ix :
?mgg Yﬁk C]]. Tews Rgﬁ}&m g:gin;f:mr of 3ix pereentage.
B sew Yory City are crucial to iew
Sloction. I patuiular, Mr. Seho._yong of he Face, N appenr b b
mers v mt:m;g;agga._—-mw—-y-
he sissed more than 100 votes o 9r9REINE bOth contestants down, A
the House bamidng committes §  QUnniplac College survey fast
1998 . hias beon Mr D'Amato’s  %egk found ar 30 percent now
Warcry forthe past wesk in & pew  B8VE 8 f&vorable view of Me
“remnd of searing trelevision coms., L Amale, down frem 37 peroant
me ) : ;z? Szzgntb, and fizm z;:meat view
Mr. DrAmate is “throwing ev . Schamer posi ;, compared
ing but the kichen sink gt With 30 percent fast month.
us,” said Schumer camgpaign  What effect the White House
spokesman Howard Wolfson, add.  scandal will have en the campaign
ing that “it's not moving veters, It i 1ot clear, Mr. Schumer, ome of
I were an 18.esr incumbent 5t the sepjor Democrats on the
‘sigé;iﬁmziy less han S0 pergent I‘“?g’g J;;d‘mf? Cezzzgmdt::g. has
&nd two weeis oug, I's ; sal he favors gome xin DEA-
- : cm. startlooking suze of Fresident Clinton, but does
for 8 new job after Novembar” +  not faver impesChment. Mr,
The Democratic camp, sensing  D'Amato, sensing Mr: {linton still
Gue Mr. D'Amaio’s voting recard  enfoys considerable support in the
on abortion is not widely known  Stai, has carefully refrained from
and comld hurttiminthe state, has  comment.
Been highlighting the senator’s
pro-life stance,
. “DYAmawe oppuses ahartion
rights, even in cases of repe and
incest, sven if the mather would
die” maintains e Sclamear TV
ad. A D'Amatc aide dented the
sharge, sayiag the senator had
voted for the exemptions indi-
cated.

The importance of this election
to Dewmocrats is drvmaticaliy un-
derlined by the parade of vigiting
party stars. President and Mrs
Clinton hisve been here twics o

, Schume

Down stretch

o winner’ circle in high-stakes race

asif;iugtxaiz Times
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Maodeoled after G.L
il Bill, costly pro-
gram's schatarship& underused.

% OTT vy 8-

When AmeriCorps was created in 1993, its
supponcrs predicted # would do for communi-
=ty volunteerism what & volunteer force does
- forthe military - popularize national service.
T Whats more, AmeriComs’ educational

« benefits were touted a5 & G.L Bill for the pub-
~ Hic sector — grants that would turn college into
" s reality for a peopie who otherwise wouldn't
*. have access 1o higher education..

.o Five years later. AmeriCorps s making

“mruch of the fact that the federal service comps
< has just sworn in meraber nurabey 106,000
* Ewen better, some of AmeniCorps’ most vo-
. cal congressional critics have shifted their at-
: tention elsewhere. Afler a hali*hearted attempt
~to kill off the program, Congress increased
> AmeniCorps’ annual budget to $436 million.
* But AmeriCorps still is falling short of its
- architects’ vision.

+ The idea of cifizen soldier has yet o catch
- fire with the public. AmenCorps members du.
zﬁﬁiy perform public-service activities mmnp-

«mgﬁm;wks:ieanups%a&ﬁmm 1,200
- comnunities. Yol the T-shirted brigade is most
- well known nationally’as the vouthful back-
-~ drop for White House phote ops.

N More mportantly, the program has yet to
" serve as an effective magnet for attmeting a
. new breed of college srudent. On average, only
shghtly more than half of the program’s gradu-

Today's ‘éaﬁsta: Public service

AmeriCorps comes up short

ates use their 34.725 oducation grants. And
two-thirds of #ts members already were attend-
ing college ar holding degrees.

AmeriCorps officials pmémt the number of
college-bound participants will increase, since
the education awards are good for seven years.
Even so, when it comes to expanding educa-
tional opp(;rnmities. AmeriCorps doesn’t com-
pare 1o the G bill model. About 80% of
World War {1 veterans used the educational
benefits, though the current use is lower.

Unfortonately, even AmeriCorps’ limited
mission tvolves substantial costs. Under an
agreement with Sen. Charles Gressley, R-
Iowa, AmeriCorps hos promised © cut pen
partivipant ¢osts from 2 muchecriticized
218,000 in 1996 to $15000 i 1999,

Pienty of explanations are offered for
AmeriCorps’ probiems. Supporters contend
the pared-down program appeoved by Coun.
gress denied AmeriCorps the chance to be ag
successful as President Clinton envisioned.

Meanwhile, critios claim that the adminis-
tration has needlessly politicized AmeriCorps
by using its members as cheerleaders for pet
education and envirommental programs.

Both charges have merit. And taken togeth-
er, they help expiain why AmenCorps doesn™t
measure up fo the military-service model it
was designed 10 emuiae,

Until it can muster bipartisan support and
national enthusiasm, AmeriCorps won't flfill
its original mission. And the nation will be left
with an expensive way of combining public
works and college scholarshlps

*, Program’s purpose is service

P .
- ANOTHER VIEW - [Jrumiy

Corps 30 more can use funds.

By Harrls Woltord

Since 1994, more than 100000 Amen-
Coms members have pledged “t1o ger things
done for America.”

They have taught, tutored and mentored
more than 2.2 million children, recruited and
trained nearly 2 million velunteers; helped
make thousands of schools and neighborhoods
safer; and done much more 1o strengthen our
nations hard-pressed communities,

Together, these AmeriCorps members have
eamed $230 million in education awards
{84,723 for & year of service). They have seven
years {0 use their vouchers %o pay for college,
and aknost 70% of AmeriCorps” first graduat-
ing class already have used their awards. Up-
der the current (i1 Bill, by contrast, roughly

- half of those eligible use theilr awards.

Like the amed forces, the pupose of
AmeriCorps is service, not scholarships. Like

" the G Bill, the AmeriCorps education award

isan irrv'&stmem in those who have served their

country, Should AmeriCorps open the doors to

. coliege even wider? Yes. The way to do this i3

o expand AmeniConps.

Precident Clinton and many others of us e
vistoned AmeriCorps 28 8 way o help hune
dreds of thousands of young people serve their
country and pay for coliege.

Congresy decided to start small — with
20000 AmenCorps positions in the first year
Thanks to increased songressional funding,
this year more than 46000 will serve with
AmeriCorps. | hope Congress will continue to
increase the mumber, so far more young people
have this opportunity.

AmeriCorps is built on the principle of reci-
provity and mutual obdigation. 1t asks young
peaple 10 give something back to the commue
nity in exchange or help with college.

As an Army Alr Corps Warld W 1T veter- |
an who went 1o oollepe on the GI Bill, I'm

- glad to see that kind of opportunity offered —

on & growing scale - © the new patriofs on
the home front who answer the AmeniCorps
call to service,

Harris Wofford is the CEQ of the Corporn- |
tion for National Service. |

(SA TODAY - MONDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 1998




Career, family get tangled in feminist faﬂmgs

By David Mastio

Hitary has somse relgtively modest
dregms, She wands (0 work a5 2 pros-
ecutor wien she gradusates from faw
school, Mo Johnnte Cochrun, o Per-
ry Masun, just a quiet career chasing
friminals,

But Iast summer, us the feaves {n
wer Washington seburt turmed yetlow
A then brown, i fooked more and
more gs iF those dreams wore golng
to cromble ke faflen legves under
foot. She goi pregnant, you see, and
there are sl some dinosaurs roam-
Inp pesitiong of power in this couatry
whe can't fulte adapt to the presence
of working, preganst women.

Hitary founyg ber prehistoric pred-
ators at one of ihe aatlon's best law
shools: For some nexplicabls rex
son, the George Washinglon Unlverst
ty Law Schoot tried fo smoiher ber
career before (L even gof staried.

‘The sohool's reasaning wiss shitiple.
Hiary's due dale 2 just before (he
pwo weeky of finals In the spring, and
whatever her problems, the school
could not bend ¢ vules on inch fo
fake Into sceoum her growing reality

Ste acted responsibly

Hilury behaved respongibly
eacugh. As soon as slte kaaw her due
date, she informed the dean of sty
denty, Alireda Robinson, ol the situa-
ton and asked her help arenging
soyne necommodation.

The kindly dean reducedt her to
tesrs with the information st here
was pothing (o be dene. Hitary would

Just have to attend schood through
hey due date pnd fake her finalk oo
mailer when the baby arrived.

Of course, shouid she have te miss
orie or gl of her Anals due to, say, ia-

bor or something, she <ould iake

them Ity on, puss/fail onty, or i she
reglly wanied a grade for thoese rev
tutred courses, she could double up
o BEr fnaly e next semester ang
fake (he misod fnais Hhen,

She appealed tie decislon 1o the
school's “Acadamic Schoiership
Commitize.” frguing that the twi op
tions would mar her tramscript for
the rest of her law school career,
icaving her handicapped in the pur-
suit of acaderpic Bonors, Internships
st her first job, The aupust group
med in secret {gocidentally, they sa}}
and again inforsmed her, this thme in
writing, there was :mth!n.g %0 be done.
Oh, and {hey dropped thist bomh fos
days beforn fivstaemesier Snaals were
supposed tp start ind of g Iast
minule morale bovster,

Hilary's problem was simple. She
was 8 small fish in a very big law
sehool pond. Nobidy there really
much cared what happened le her
They'd siresdy grabbesd their
$25,068, o wher cared {f she got any-
thing for it

Hiary did have one thing in her
comer A lestosterpnedaden,” on-
roged hushand why faxed a letter io
the president of Geurge
Univershy promising & multimitlion-
dollar lepat Armageddon st a pud-
lic-refations hiond bath.

Hitary had another advanisge in
her corner, ton: A liflte hslp from a
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tmwyer familiar wily giscriniation
faws revealed that the sehdol was In
vintttion of the very things U tavght
One of those laws Is Tide IX, 6 feder-
al statute that among other tdngs,
says that school rifes can't diserimi.
nate against o student just because
she's pregnand and wants io fake o
jegve of absence.

And the universify'’s rules did ex.
actly that. If Hitayy bad sccepled the
school's rules, she would have had io
reapply o e gniversily and face
possilite selection by the very Acae-
demic Scholarship Commnilier that
dismaissed her conoems in & seoret
meeting.

Suddenly issue resolved

Once {hese facls were potnted out
to them, aiong with & few angry
threats, sudidenly things could pet
worked ouf Suddenty, Hilary oould
have 8 yeariong leave of absenre hat
nad previously been fm‘bidzleﬂ th

Iaw students, '

Miraculous, that.

H leaves you wondering why o
day’s ferninists, whether they are the
graying indies In Washington or their
clones i stale legisiatures mrpund
the countyy, spend thelr time ard o
ergy pawing after symbelism rathed
han focusing thely enorgy on maRing
sgre ihe legal equaity they've zl-
ready won, ke Thie X, 18 vigorousty
eaforcest,

Bzt that rasely seems the case. H
dossn’t malter where batlies gver
feminisis pop op; for (he most pard,
they're over syrbollsm, I the court.

mmw&baﬂlﬂmr&zeiwatsﬁgmf
icwsce of genital joXes on Seinfeld, In
pur omgoing Washington soap opera,
pick a feminist leader ang shell de-
fend Fresident Clinton bectuse ae
appointed a bunch of women o high
office. Or ¥ you looked on the badint
in iowa last week, ynt would have
fopnd a0 effort to pdd "and women”
£ the state constilution, sormething its
own proponenis adrmitied  would
hnve had no effect on any policy or
faw in the siate. A similarly gseless

measure meﬁmeballotmmm :

tonhle standand. Bomen in the
military? Girts shouldn't have {o
pass ihe same physical stane
dards as medes do. Sexual Nigs
ment? Met's sexust histories sre
falr game, huat women's skeisiong
have i siay in the closet.

Unoe {kere were real feminiels (o
Mis country. They didn't want ym-
fwols. They foupht for fows that treal- 7

wi women as pdulls and defended
thedr individest rights while recogniz-
Ing what makes women different
from men. My wife, Hilary, owes her
legal sducation o the lgws they
won. At 6 months, our davghter
Ise't old encugh yet {0 under-
stand hat she and § are i |
thelr dabl

Pavid Muostio iz a Wash-
ingion oorempondmt for
The Defroit Mews and o
member of USA TODAY's
board of contributory, :

Quce there were
rieal feminists in
this country. They
didn’t want
symbols, They
fought for laws that
treated women a8
aduits and
defended their

individuai rights.
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THE PRESIDENT: Ladies and gentlemen, when I was
listening to Stephen and Leslie and Justin and Pepe talk, I was
reminded of why I wanted to be President -~ s0 that I could give
young pecople like them the chance to make America a bettexr place.
(applause. ),

I'want to thank all those who are hers today who have
supported our efforus. I thank Harris Wofford for his
sutstanding leadership of the Corporation of Naticnal Service.
{(Applause.) ! Deb Jospin and John Gomperts of AmeriCerps. I thank
Sovernox Glen&enzng and Lt. Governor Kathleen Kennedy Townsand
for making Maryland Americva’'s leading state for citizen service.
They have really done -- (applause.) I thank my good friend,
Prince George’'s County Executive Wayne Curry; Senator Mike
Miller, my longtime friend; and Mayor Jacobs, thank you for
making us welcome., darson Dailey, thank you for the work MTV did
onr those wonderful spots, the PSAs,

1+
?

I would like ro thank also the mother of the L.
Governoy, oy good friend, Ethel Kennedy, for being here today.
{Applauss.} 2And I thank Mark Gearan, oury Peace Corps Director,
and I'11 say a little more about the Psace Corps in a minute and
ite rei&t*aqshlp to Amerilorps.

I‘d like to thank cne person who is not here today, but
who was on the front lines of creating Amerilorps, Senatox
Barbara Mikulski, your United States Senator from Maryland. T
thank her. ({Applause.} I want to thank the President of the
University of Marvland, on my right; and the President of the
Student Government of the University of Marvland, on my leff -~
{applause] -- for making me welcoms. Avery and Dr. Mote, thank
you. {Applause.)

You have already heard from Dr. Mote and othexrs that
six years ago I cams here to celebrate the end of the Summer of
Service, which was our dry run for this national service program.
We wanted to work out the kinks and see whether we could make
this idea go. There were three pecople who are here who were
instrumental on that day; I would like to thank them: Georgia
Sorensen, Marilyn Smith and my former White House staffer, whom I
miss very much, Bill Galstone. Thank you all very much for what
vou have done. {(Applause.}

And I thank the University of Maryland for the College
rark Schelars, the Team Marvliand Athletes -- {applause}] -~ tha
work-study studentg that are tutoring, and the others from the
students and faculty whe demonstrate the power of citizen
service.

MORE
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Let me say toe all of you, when I ran for President in
19922 I wanted to get America working again and moving again, but’
I also wanted to bring America together again. It ssemed to me
that we had two great problems. One is that our economy was not
functioning very well and we seemed to be getting weakey, but -
aiso that we seemed L0 be letting our divisions overcome what we
have in common.

Martin Luther Ring once said that the old law of an eye
for an eye sooner or later leaves sveryeone blind. 1 always
pelieved that America’s differences could be the source of our
strength if we respected and we celebrated our differences, but
we understood that, underneath it all, there was something that
bound us together that was more important.

S0, ag I look back on the last gix years, I think we
can all take a great deal of pride in what our country has

achieved together «- economically, the longest peacetime
expansion in history; the lowest peacetime unamployment rate
since 1857, 42 years ago -- (applausel -~ welfare rolls cut

nearly in half; the lowsst crime xate in-over a quarter-century.
T think those ars great things.

But I think we can also celgbrate the evidence that we
are coming together -~ over %0 percent of our children across all
racial and ethnic lines immunized against sericus childheood
diseases for the £irst time in history; the doors of colleage
literally open to all with the HGPE scholarship, the lifetime
learning tax credit, the more generous Pell grant, more
affordable student loans, more work-study slots. Those things
matter.

But maybe most of all, those of you here in Americorps,
and those in citizen service -- whether in the Peace Corps,
serving our country in the wmilitary, or serving in some other way
-~ embody the determination of America to draw ¢loser together as
we grow more diverse. And that, I think, iz texribly important.

When you saw the four Americorps volunteers up hexe
speaking, and each ¢f vou identifying with them in turn - if
they worked in your project or you knsw them - you know they
were a picture of America, ©f the changing face of Amerxica, and
the best of America that never changes.

If yvou look around the world today, at many of the
challenges that I face as your President and that the United
States faces -- the sad trip that the First Lady and I recently
took to Jordan for the funeral of ocur friend, the King of Jordan,
who survived decades of assassination attempts -~ literally
decades .of assassinatvion attempts, probably S0 in all -- to stand
as a symbol of peace among pecple in a very tough neighborhood,
who use religion as a yreason to find their differences more
important than their common humanity. All over the world today
you see that. If the United States wants to lead the world
toward peace and freedom and prosperity in a new gentury in & new
millennium, it is actually quite an advantage f£or us o have
within our borders pecple from all races, all religions, all
atnnic groups, all cultural backgroanés doing all kindsg of
different things.

But we cannot do goed around-the world unless we are
good at home. And, therefore, we have to find this magical
balarnce, bemrg haneﬁt abvout our differences of opinion on matters

from the sericus to the mundane -- and I'1l leave it to you to
decide whether it was sericus or mundane when the President asked
me take sides in the basketball game. (Laughter.) You've got a

MORE
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graat team hexe, though, ‘11 tell you that, I've watched it.
"éppi&zma }  We have to find a way to do that, to say, this is
wnatt I believe, this is where I stand, this is what I'm for --
and also to say how lucky we are to sLand onn the verge of a new
milisnnium in a totally global society, where psople are being
brought closer together than ever before, and we are finding ways
to relish, to celebrate, to honor our differences in a way to
pring us closer together, instead of driving us apart.

Ameriforps is the living, breathing symbol of the
answer to that. wWhere we do not ask people to check their
differsnces’ at the dooy, bub we do ask them to reaffirm our
common humanity. We do not ask for a handout, but we do ask for
a hand up for everyone who needs it, and we say we are going
forward together. That ig what you represent. That is my
fendest hope for America. And I thank you for your service.
(Applause.} .

You know, all during the 20th century, the tradition of
citizen service grew stronger in America. In the great
Depresgion I remember my parents telling me about the chance
President Roosevelt gave able-bodied, unemployed people to work

in the Civilian Conservation Corps -- the CCC. They cleared
crails, they fought fires, they planted trees. They built wholie
state parks -- the Appalachian Trail, Skyline Drive in Virginia;

parks in my home state that Hillary and 1 have stayed in, with
rather intevesting names like Petit Jegan, and Devil’s Den, I .
have in the back office of the White House an 0ld CCC cap ~- a
cap that one of the volunteers wore in the '230s, thart I found
wedged in between a chimney and a wall, in a cabin in a state
park in the mountains of ncrth Arkansas And I have kept it with
me all these long years, to remember the unifying power of
citizen service in one of the most difficult moments of the 20th
century for the United States.

|

President Kennedy in the 13880s asked young people to
serve in the Peace Corpsg ~- o teach Brnglish, to provide health
care, Lo bring runnlirngy water and electirigity bo some of the most
remote villages in Afyica, Asia and South America. My brothey-
in-law served in the Pesace Corps in Colombia. And the other
night, he was getting together with some of the people who served
there with him. When we were 'getting ready to come out here
today, and Senator Wofford came in with Mark Gearan, the prasent
Peace Corps Director, we were celebrating the fact that, if our
new budget passes, we will have more people &zervmg in tha Peace
Corps in the next two years than have ever served in any given
year. We'’ ll be back at an all-time high,

And we were lamenting the fact that we dust had to
withdraw our Peace Corps voluntesrs from Eritrea and Ethzcgza,
two countries that I have felt particularly c¢lose to in the last
couple of years, because of the trouble the twy countries ars
having -- the threat o g0 to war. And the Peace (orps
volunteers, gomg all the way back for decades, have volunteered
to txy to come in and solve the conflict and deal with the
disputed area of land., I don’t know if they will accept it, but
think of that All these years later, paople that were there
years and years and years ago remember what it was like -- not to
give & handout, but to give a hand up, ‘and to ask people ro.
understand thai: their differences are not as important as what
vhey have 1n§ COWMOTL .

So I thank our Peace Corps velunteers, I thank Mark
Gearan, and ‘I thank all of you in AmeriCorps, betause you are in
the rich tradition of America’s citizen service, from the COC o
the Paace Corps to AmeriCorps.

MORE
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Now, six summers after I first came here, AmeyiCorps is
thriving. There now have beean over 100,000 people serve in
ameriCorps in just four years of the full-time progran.

Everywhere I go around the country I see you -- I see you in all
kinds of different contexts. I was in San Jose right before the
election and there were a lcoct of -- the Peace Corps volunteers

had just come o atart their mission, and so I saw them gtanding
on the street as I pulled into the hotel. And I asked them all
to come see me and we took & little picture -- and they were from
everywhere .

And then when I went home to Arkansas after the
terrible tornadoes a couple of weeks age, in both the communities
I visited there were Amerilorps volunteers there and there were
people there who, believe me, would never have come to Arkansas
in their lives if they hadn’'t been in AmeriCorps. (Laughter.) I
know it was good £or the people t?ey were helplng and I think it
was pretty good for them.

Thig has bsen an astonishing encounter for tens of
thousands of peopls. Now, all of you know what it’s 1ike -- I
iove taliking to people who have been in AmeriCorps becauge I
always hear two things -~ number one, they’re proud of what theay
did to help people -- teaching a child te read, or immunizing a
cnild, o©or having 8 playground that’s safe in an area that usged to
be dominated by gangs., ©r cleaning up some polluted site, or
doing something to preserve the environament. I love that,

The second thing I always here is, %I like the peopls
with whom I serve;" *I met people I never would have met;® "I got
to know people I never would have gotten to know;* "we were all
so different and, yet, when we worked together, we grew together,
and it made my life different and better.®" That is what
AmeriCorps needs to do -- and that is what America needs to do.

America needa to think of itself as sort of a giant
AmeriCorps,. the Peace Corps at home, getfing things done
together. Getiing things done together. {Applause.) If our
budget passges this £all, we can boost the numbey of Amerilorps
voluntzers by one quarter, to 50,000 members. In cur new budget
we want bo keep expanding AmeriCorps every year so that by the
yvear 2003, and there forward, every vyear 100,000 young people
will be serving in AmeriCorps. (Applause.)}

BRut I want to challenge the young people of this
countyy -- and the not 50 young whe are willing to do it -~ o
sign up for AmeriCorps, to.see for yourselves what you can do to
solve America’s problems and reap America’s promiss. I want Lo
challenge nigh school students, as well., Maryland hag done a
wonderful job as the Governor and the Lt. Governor saild, bkeing
the only gtate in the ¢ountry to actually require community
service as a part of a public aducaticn. In oux balanced budget
we propeose to allow high schovlers for the very first time to
join AmeriCorps by serving part-time during the school year and
full-time in the summers.

And I want to c¢hallenge, again, the young people beyond
this room, to dedicate a year or two of yvour lives to a cause
larger than yourselves. It may be your best chance to change the
lives of others for the better, and to enrich your own life in
the process.

Today, 50 many young people have the time and freedonm
and energy they will never have in the future, to tackle the kind
of challenge Americorps represents -- o pack a bag abt & moment’s
natice, to fight a forest fire, or move into our mOst rempie

MORE
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Public Servzce s Profile Is Rtsmg in Many College Curri

By 100H WILGOREN

MEDFORD. Mass, Aprii 21 e
Pierre Dmidyar did nat do any volus-
teer work while an urglergradueate
here at Tufis Ureverany. Technicadly
speaking, he does not 8 any naw, A
3Z-year-oid multibilionaire, be has
never beld 3 publicsector job, man
for elecrive office, privested for 56
cial change. So what, oxactly, was
hr. Omidyar doing here oday,

tepching one of the inangural classes |

at Tehs's new University Coliege of
Livzenship and Pubiic Service?

Well, lor stariers, Mr. Omidyar, o
1485 Tufis gradenste and the {ousder
of the wilily successivl anhne [rad-
ing post eBay, paid for ¢he Urng, with
a §16 miliien startup gram to G
nance scholarships, facuity develop
mient and a venture fund for commue
nity projects over the next five
yvears. And besides, the whole idea iy
o transform public sarvice fram a
tew hours ot futoring poor children
or working in a hometess shelter to o
iteiang commiitment ta civic engages
ment — whithsy gragustes go onto
toil 1 = acaprofit organization or an
iaveEstment bank.

“Bemg an actve Bart of your some
maty, an sitive ctizen, involved in
public servite, is not jus: one of the
mrbhies that are part of your Hie
Mr. Omidyar 0id about (3 under
graduzates assembled for this weeRk's
session of Leadership Thicugh Ac
tive Citizenship, 2 political sclence
sammar. TICs not soosriheng You pat
on your résume. N's nol something
veu de each morning belore you g to
work, s semethasp you should
think abaut throughoint every day.”

The Tulis wmitiative iz the mox
comprehensive example of e ol
forts being made by hundreds of
universities acrdss the nation to re.
emphasize public service as a core
tenet of the curriculiarn, Though
more college suidents than sver do
volunteer wark whle on campus, vik«
ofF parucipaticn among 1§ o 24

i

At Tufts, as on other
campuses, a focus on
civic responsibility,

yearoids is 8t ap alldime low. The
new MOVement frigs io combat the
commodification of hmher eduds-
tion, to reassert Hs goal bs creating
respansible  citizens rather than
training students for jobs,

‘'Historically, this has been a Cen-
tral purpase of higher cducaum,"
said Terry W. Hartle, sedsr vice
president of the Amerizan Council on
Educaiion, which represents some
3,500 institutions. " But tr the current
sacwpolisical environmént, it's a
very difficult undertaking.'

A1 the 570 institutions connented to
Campus Campact, 3 national group
devpted 1o community  service,
374,000 swuddents racked ap 32 milian
volunteer haurs Jast year, {ourse
catatogs on those campuses inchdod
11.878 “service learning” apparias.
ties, in which students combined the.
ary ang praciice, oppiying acadermiv
principies 16 reabworld problems.
There are chemisiry Ciasses oon
ducting lead-paint anaiyses iy keal
schools, English seminars writing
newsieters for community, Srouns.
drama stadents heiping displsced
residents produce & piay abog the
joss of their neighborhoed,

Separately. scores of universiiies,
f1ying o set an exatple of good
corporate citizenship, have formed

parinerships with thesr surrounding
‘communities (o work on issues like
aflordable housing and river clean-
up. Last year, 300 enyversily presi-
dents sipned o declsranon wrgng
higher eduzation o "resxaming s
publie purposes and s commit.
ety in the democratic desl” In
June, about 180 of them plan 3
meeting 41 the Univarsity of Penn-
sylvama on strategiss for zmp{e-
menting tal qwon,

IS 0t encugh o provide a great
education,” Judith Rodin the Uzl
versity of Penngylvania’s president,
s#id m % guest ledture at Yale Uni-
wersisy last 21l it s nof enough Jor
us 0 produce brithant, )magisative
doctors, lawyers, scholars and scien-
tists who will press the envelopes of
therr diserplines or professions, if we
do nvs alse engage them in the larger
issues of our day, in the ferment of
our times and our sociery.”

Here ot Tulis, 2 campus of 8,500
students ib & grivly town near Bos-
tad, John DiBlaggio, whe is both the
president of the aniversity and the
chnirman of Carapos Compsct, has
focused on the thome mace he ar-
rrveed in 1881 Dr. DiBliaggio provides
free oopes of The Mew York Times
fo amdergradunies, and he rewrcte
the BEVErSItY'S Vision stalement to
michude 8% 8 poal fostering “an atd-
wade of giving back™ ond "a desie o
make the world 3 betrer place”

The new coliege of Citizenship will
not have a campus boddmg, por wiil
it confer degrees, Rather, its goal is
to infuse every aspect of nniversy
lefe with & public.service cemponent.
Adsbsistrators are svaleating the
SUrrent courss offeriags ta see which
might be crosg-referenced wunder
pullic service, while faculty mem-
bers are developing new programs,
fike “Reading Public Policy,” which
would employ litevary techniques to
deconstryct currant evenis, and ' De-
cision Paints 1 History,” a clnssics
professor's effort to link ancient
Greece and modern Amernca. {n ad-
dition, 24 incoming students devoted
1 pubdic sorvice will be designated
Crsidyar scholurs, ungd the coilege
will corder grants o students, stalf
membars or protessors with ideas
for community service projects.

Mr. Gmidysr, whoe met his wife,
Parn, while a1 Yoits, returned 1 the
cumpus for the Hrst tine today, and

spurt the alternooy talking about the

Enparisate 'sf vemnunity — wheth-
& i an onlipe forum Bke eBayor in
brickpalenertas peighberhoods.
The soupie’s $10 millilen gift is the
fargest vyt from their Joundatios,
throtigh which they say they wili give
sway all bt 1 pervent of their
weaalll, estimated sow at zbeat $6
bithion, i the next guarier-century.

Fierre Omidya
the {fvunder of
eBayanda
graduate of Tu
University. gav
hiis alrna mater
$idmiliongra
1o establish the
Einiversity
Coliepe of
Citizenship and
Public Service.

Exvars Riehiman inr The b York Times

Al an opEn sassian, the guestions
from students focused more on how
M. Cramlvar bad amassed his mon-
ey than an How he miighs distribue i,
a5 the audience was Hlisd hogely
with computer stignce mames hore
bering stari-up ideus of thowr own
But 1 e leadershin ssovnay, e
dents seorned imrigued by B mroe
vocstive propasais  abaul  power-
sharing: lust as customer feedhack
telps control the market o ¢Bay, he
suggested, 86 should stiudents and
fncaity mombers share rasponsibil
ky for shaping the new colisge.

They have zlready brgun.

Wher a guest spoaker in the third
week of ciisy talked aboyt hreaking
dewn hierarchies, one voung man
questioned why she and the profes.

sors were sented at the front of 1
room, each with 2 battte of wat
igging e pagk of parchid studer
THUE the WAttt ComITuilee wis b
and 0w stacks of raspberry,
and tormen seitzey awsit the arrp
of the ciass each Friday alternom

“When | raised the issue, inste
of just saving, "Ob, we'll gat y
water,” they wrned ¥ back on ny
sald jesse Levey, 2 sophomure I
Ban Francsce, whe, as chatman
the commitiee, arranged frec .
froshments  through  negstiatic
with the appropriate  authoris
“I's abpul empeaermend, fead
ship and doing thifps SR your ¢wr

Su where are the saacks? Snidm
said the {od commitiee founder
for lack of leadership.

Ehe New Pork Eimes
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By GUSTAV NIEBUHHR

NEW ORLEANS, Aprii 3
Twenty-five years ago this monih,
when Snigon fell o Commmunist are
mies, the tract of land off Dwyer
Hondt was & just andther SOREY
sireteh of wedands that cas from
Mew Crinans's eastern fringe to tha
waters of 1he Guifl of Mexigo, many
miles away.

“This was swamp,™ said Msgr,
Domdrie Luong, a Roman Catholic
priest and Fordham University
graduate who arrived here i the late
ETY s,

B these davs Monsignor Luoog
san ook from bis modest offie and
see o sputwus beige churdh o
dered by 4 mim izwn where fhree
fings - the Stars and Sieipes, 4 ban
ner representing the Sacred Heart of
Jesus and the yellow and red fiag of
the former South Vietnam - Stap in
the spring hreeze.

The charen thoy rose {rom this
draiged swamp is- Mary Quess o
Vieigam, spirfiuyd home 1o 588 pa-

Asian enclaves
reshape a religion

- in America.

rishinaery and a landmark both for
the growing infiuence of Vielsamese
Cathalics in the United States and for
the larger church, too, whaose detmo-
graphic contours are being reshaped
by immigrotion.

Majar changes In immigration
Taw, together with political ol 2¢o-
sarnie wpbeavals  abroad,  have
broapht an nfhix of Latin Amerh
cans, ASians, eastern Eurepedns wl
Africans, yaany of them Catholics
whose impact on the chuech may
prove ag great as that of the Ger-
mans, Jrish and ftalians who preced.
ed them 4 century ago.

Amang i Bow group, e Vist
samese are 5 smal mmority, bl
thelr presence is hard to miss. They
nave formed pariches and messions
acress this very Catholic city, 83 well
as iy Texas and Californis, estab-
lished an annual pilgrimage of tens
of thousands of people to suythwest
ern Missousi and, most significantly,
produced 3 dispropostionasly high
cumther of ypoung men and women
studying 10 become priests arsd nung

-~ when such religious vocations
have been in short supply amaong
Afnerican-born Catholics.

A few miles to the west, for exarn-
ple, in” Kew Orieans's stately Upe
town, Vielnamess seminarians make
up & fifth of those studying for the
priesthand af Notre Dame Seminary,

On sogind issues, they tend o be
conservalive, opphsed to aboriien
and the iiea of womeyn os priests,

“Religion is their conter - they
brought that with them,” said Kyle
Dave, 29, » seminarian who §5 &
pative of New Orlsans and prew ups
in z neighbortwad tha: obsorbed
many Yielnumess immigrams.

American Datholic sificials say
mest Vigmimese imnigrams arg
Buddhists, but aboui 306,006 — per.
haps a third of them «- are Cathalics.

That amounts o less than 1 per-
cent of the estimated 6] million Cath-

olics m the United States, But Vies

namese sensinarians make up neazly
3 parcent of the sppeaximately 1500
wen studving for the priesthood, as
carding 1o the (enter for Applied
Research in the Apostolate, ap o
ganszation st Georgetown University
that studies such trends,

Michael W, #oley. an associate
professor of poliical science at Cath-
alic University, in Washiagton. .G,
wha conducted @ study of seversd
nEw imnigrant graps Jor the Amar.
ican bishops, ssid, VSeminary enroll-
ments have heen 9o & down sEde
since the 1980%s, and we see somw
madest receveries s o resuit of this
few loed,

“The same thing is true of the
church as a4 whole," Mr. Foley said.
“The Cathali¢ Church is the oaly
miainline cherch that has not Jost
membetrs aver the tast 20 years, and
i thinl 2 case could be made for the
Immigrants a3 the primary reason”

in Mgy, the Archdiotese of New

{rieans wiil orsfain seven seminar

inns 25 deacons, & transitional step
toward their becoming  priesis.
Among thent is Hoang M, Tuong, 31,
a parishianer at Moy Queen of Vim-
n&m. whe arrived bere in 1834, after

he and his family fled Vietnam by .

sea in 2 tidal seothus of “boat o
pie” Not long afier ihe family ar
rved bere, e sntered a high schogl

seminary, & firs? step along the road |

he is now Tollowing.

“Yietnamese familles are very’

big.” Mr. Tuong said, adding thac
parents sleen hope 10 have “at leasr
ane” cheld bevome 2 priesr oy aue, [
have only three Sisters.” he said
hy family i very sl

Monsignor Lueng said he was one
&f 11 chikiren - § bovs and 3 givls,
One brotiiey #lso became a priest
and serves among the Montagnard
people in central Vietnam.

Mensigror Lusag was ordamed in
1855 in New York. {ver the last twy
decades, he has booome well known

in Cathole 2wgles for his work
ameng Vicinamese mmigrans,

He recailed fhe early days 18 New
Orleans East as difficuit for viet
namese Cathalics, “We had noth.
wg."” he sad, "We worshiped ous-
doars for twe years.” 1{ Sametimes
ramed on Sundavs, bt the weathor,

*

as be remembered it, alwiys seemed
to vlear before Mass.

The parish at which he premdes
was foutded jn 1982, the beginning of
3 dacade-tong boom: in ﬁxe area’s
Vistpamese popuiation, s trnyd-
grants who had been settled in other
parts of the natich began fo move
bere, A spokeswoman By mc Archdi-
gtese of New {rieans said ahout
20,008 Catholics were of Mian back-
around, prlmarlly Vigtnamose =
abowt 4 percent of the half-milkon
parishioners heré.

{nher big cuomers far Vieinamese
Caibnlics are Houston] Saﬁ Joze,
£alif., and Oramge Cpunty, Calif.
‘i‘?’za‘m are smalier cenmupiies as
wall, Muonsignor Lacnp sad Re re-
cently traveied to Stoux Cliy, lown,
for the installation of a Vienamase-
horn priest there.

Behind his office i¢ a owosiory ~

structure that houses a gt&schm'
rat by Vietnomese-born funs who

wers busy supervising é&zm& of chil- |
dran i an Easter ¢gg bunt this -

Woek. _

Sister Mary Faustina [Nguyen
Bach Yen, 28, said she was § years
old when her family fled Vletnam in
1978, Alter more than a year in a
rafugee camp, the Faraily moved ta
Mew Orleans,

Tue thwg child ameng eight, she
originatly helped her pammﬁ o
small business. Sui, she 38, *1 was
searching Jor Homr p@ac&" At B
wenager, she feil 8 cull tecame a

r and eventually jowned the Daugh-
ters of Our Lady of the Holy Rosary,
the grder that superviseafthe pre.
sehool. 1t has 40 auns, and fane nov-
wex prepaying to Take vows, But, she

©osaid, “This is just a small branch in

the Unfted Siates.” The erder has
hundreds of nuns in Vietaats,

Anmother Vietnaonese order visible
in the Tinited States is the Congropa-
tion of the Mother Co-Redempirix,
which has a monastery in Carthuge,
M. Eath summer, the sit€ becomes
8 pilgrimage desiinaten {ar Viet-
namese families. “They draw 3{} 850
19 40860, Monsignor Luong said

But as Vietnpmiese imtigranis bev
wane rooted @ the UnhediSates, a
funstion arises. How long will such
devotion endure i & cuiture that
esteems material wealth and individ-
nat choiee?

Already, somse of the nups at the
preschool say, 18 legs ﬁasy iptatkn
& younger generation wwf & yel-
ginus voration than § wasito speok
with their older Drothers ami sisters
& decade ago. The ;zfescm:?s direg-
tor, Sister Rose Tin Ve, shid many
wdoiescents’ interests tended toward

American culture. “Money snd fagh- |

iory" aften preoccupy them!she said.

Sister Mary Faesting, wt;a teazhes
relipists education zlmsm 03 1960
agers, agreed. “Maost of ihe reen
agers, they've got peer maﬁm i
she sais. “jt's very hard (6 Hsten o
the inner voire, 16 listed o the
hesrt,™
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Dlear Service :ffrz"emi, ' FER

On September 21, 1993, President Clinton signed national servive legislation into law, creating
the Corporation for National and Commundty Service. Through the new Corporation,
Americans of all ages and backgrounds will work to meet urgent challenges in their
communities in the areas of education, public safety, huunan needs and the environunent.

Of these, public safety may be the most critical challenge facing the nation today. President
Clinton discussed it at length in his State of the Union address just a couple of weeks ago. It
is at the top of the agenda of the adminisiration, the U.S. Conferenice of Mayors, the National
Governors Association, and cduntless other regional, state and local organizations nationwide.
[ hope you will join as in moving it to the top of the national service agenda this summer.

The cost of crime, in economic terms, is staggering: $14,000 to treat a child struck by gunfire,
$50 billion annual loss by urban economies due to lost businesses and fleeing residents,
$425 hillion spent on crime every year. But in human terms, the cost is inestimable, Victims,
and those who commit crimes, are getting younger and younger; crimes are becoming more
and more viplent. Few communities remain unscathed by drugs; few homes remain
unassailed by fear,

z

The Amsrim? pecple can take back thelr communities — and national service can help,

This summer, the Corporation will focus its efforts in public salety by sponsoring a national
Summaer of Safety. Like the year-round AmeriCorps program we'll launch this fall, the
Surmmer of Safety will engage Americans of all ages and backgrounds indirect, locally-based
servive o strengthen the ability of communities to respond to problems of crime, viclenge
amxd fear.

Qur 6,000 %mmer of Safety pamczgzamq will come together across generations, ethnicities,
and income levels. They’li hel p police monitor victim assistance hotlines, clean up dangerous
parks and alleys, provide orime prevention workshops to families, and help (zrg,amm
zwz&hborho&d watch programs. They'll do the work that you determine s most necessary in
your comununity to meet the number one priority of national service: Getting Things Done.

The Summer of Safety cant succeed without your helfp. Inthe cuming weeks, you can design
an innovative service program tailored to the spevific needs of your community, and that
will mtz‘izzlue‘ to get things done long after the sumimer is over. We can help with phone and
video tuchpical assistance conferences, and with funding. But, ultimately, the work of
designing quality service programs I8 tp to the people who know the most about serving
your communities. s ap o you,

I his naugural address, President Clinton challenged all Americans to engage in “seasons
of service.” [ look forward te working with you to help mest this ¢hallenge, through the
Summer of Safety, and through the ever-changing seasons ahead of us.
' F
Sincerely,

{
i )
i E ! .
g .
? Eli J. Segal .

Chief Exerutive Officer
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NOTEBOOK

\THE SCO0P

SUGCCESS STORY
Clinton’s Pet Program
Makes Many Fiiends

AT LEAST ONE GROUF IN WASHINCTON HAS "
escaped the long arm of the LEWINSKY scan-
dal: AmeriCorps. The national service pro-
gram is a favorite of PRESIDENT CLINTON'S,
and its supporters were worred that it
might be & target for his songressional crit-
fcs, Buit the four-vear-old program has won
over skeptics by emphasizing its grass-roots
structure and its alliance with respected
\ ¢ nonprofit organiza-

B tons avound the
country: Mernbers

8 ere selected by and
B work for such
s groupe as Boys and
Girls Clubs of
America and Habi.
tat for Humanity.
AmetiCarps pro-
vafled on akey Senate funding vote in Juoly
by 58 to 37, winning over such former Re-
publican critics as RICK SANTORUM of
Pennsylvania and Daniel Coats of Indiana.
On Friday, Clinton will preside at & Whits
House swesring-in oeremony marking the
program’s 100,000th member—a bench-
mark the Peace Corps tock more than 20 94
yearstoreach.  ~By Adam ColeafNew Yok
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REVIEW & OUTLOOK

- Preserwve the Citizen Service Tradition

By STEPHER K. AMEROSE

1t Is the nature of youth to want to ex-
plore. Youngsters yearn for challenge and
new experiences and the sense of beleag-
ing to somethtng lavger than themselves,
They are dealistle and want t6 advance
thelr idoals through service,

I 15 one of the principle mistortunes of
our time that we do not provide our 18- and
1-yenr-oids with encugh apportunity todo
these things, and it is one of the chiel dif-
farences hetwoen Americs foday and
America & hslf<entury age. Then, service

of some sorf {o the nation by the young was .

taken for granied, slong with the notion
that society would provide them with a
place to serve, '

i
In the Depression, i was the Civillan

Conservailon Corps, universsily pralsed
for tha projeats it undertosk and compicied
and for the way it provided tmpoverished
yvoungsterswith s chancetoserve, totravel,
{n get toknow other young Americans foom
different backgrounds and paris of the
country. In the Seeond World War and dor-
ing much of the Cold War It was the armed
farces, where millions of young Americans
served. President Joha . Kennedy tapped
the same veln {9 create the Peace Corps.
Today AmeriCorps s exlending that tradi-
tion of clitizen seryiee, piving young people
appotiunity to serve thelr counlry here a1
home. .

The generation of Americans new inve-
tirement faced and overcame grest ¢hil
fenges, starting wilth the Depreasionand Ine
cluding the Nazls, the Japanese militarists,
and e Communists in Kores, Vietnun,
and the Soviet Unlon. The challenges of o
day sre not 5o clear, or Wypifying, or dra-
matie, Nor are they, as unlfylng: During
World War 11, & populsr saying, used tore-
spondtoa compiaintaboutthisor thatshort-
age, was "We are afl in this together.” Yo
day's youth have never had that {eeling,
They have missed the experience of work-

ing together for a common goal 8% ymuch 88
they havemissed thechanca toserveothers.

It seems 1o me thal ane of the greal’

thingsthat cameautof Warld Worli and i
& lesser extent aid of Kores and oven Vint-
nam, was the way in which milions of
young men learned {o work logether, b
take responsibllity, {o hecome part of &
ieam. They learned, 100, to savor deferred

: {ence that plague our nation. In four years,

e AmieriCorps members have taught, tutored
. and mentored more than 2.2 miition ehil
¢ dren, provided after-school programs o

it

near Camp Au Sable, Mich,

gratification, and to take pride in con-
tributing to their felfow man,
Today, oo olten, our youngsters

O0C workers

-hgrdly know one another. Middie class

kids have little or no contact with inier-
elty Lids, As we becomie a more diverse

.socdely, 1t is oritical that we provide our

youth with experiences that bring His-
panic-Americans and Buropean-Amerk
cans, Jewish-Amerfcans and  Mushn
Awmerlcans,  Aslan-Americang  and
African-Americans together, worklng, Hiv-
ing, serving side-by-side. Lord knows
there are pienly of challenges o thers
and much o be dape, buproving ¢ducs-

ton, fghting poverty, and protecting the
environment. *

in Burgpe, several nations require that,
at 18, young people glve & yeur of serviceio
thelr sountry. In the U3 M i not required,
b AmeriCorps provides & voluntary op
porturnity to make a simliar commitment.
instead of fighting enemies abroad these
young Americans batile against the every-
day enemies of illiteracy, paverty, and vio-

more than a million at-risk youth, removed

> ¢loge to 70,080 tens of trash frem neighbor

hoods, ard reeruited more than 1.3 mdition
}'alun!mx o assist In these and offer of
orta. .

AmsriCarps members, most of whom
are hetween the agesof I8 and 24, recelves
toay teing aflowance, and alter & yesr of
sarvice & siipend of slmost 3.E00 6 help
pa¥ for college, This is simitar {o the 1944

"I Bl of Rights, which was the best plecs

of iegisiation Congress ever engcied, The
GI bl sent hundreds of thousands ol Gls 1o
coliege -guys who never dreamed it would
be possilde for them o get a higher educs-
Honwgnd aller earning thelr degrees they |
went oot and bulit modern America. They
were part of the best educated, best disel-
plined, hardest working, most innovative
generation of Americans ever. Today's
young people, threugh AmeriCorps and
other voluntesr groups, can emuinls iwm,

Our young people are otr hthwe, {ur
very soul as a natlon Is at stake. I cannct
imagine a betler Investmen? than tn youth
whowiant towork ferothersand then poon
with thelr educativn, teking 8 hand p
rather than & hand oul. Since 1094, more
than 100,50 young men and women have
pledged 15 "got things done” for America,
This monih, a8 AmeriCorps celebrates this
milestone, et os congratulste them for
ihelr service 1o our countey —snd hope that
fiture penerations have the oiportusiity to
follow iy thelr Iootsteps.

Mr. Ambrose it autkor, most recently, of
*Citiren Soldiers™ {Simon &£ Schuster, 1997),
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"..-EDITORIAL

BY DAVID GERGEN/ EDITOR AT LARGE

The nation’s new patriots

A generation of idealists shuns politics and turns instead to volunteering

he news these days suggests that America is now
raising a generation of hellions: Twa young men
stand seeused of brutally murdering a college kid in
Wyoming because he was gay; a 20-vear-old girl
was found guilty of inducing her boyfriend, a cadet at the
Ajr Force Acadeny, to kill another young woman whom
she detested; Eric Rudolph, hiding outin the Appalachian
Mountains, is accused of planting that homb at the Atlan~
ta Olympics when he was 30; young punks show up on
morming television shows with the damnedest personal
stories. And on end an.
But as iz so often thecase, thereal .
news is contained in the stories that

tremendous cynicism about politics but not for doing
something for their neighborhood or for children,”
Woftord's opinions are borne out by recent survey data,
UCLA's mammoth survay of college freshmen found that
last year’s incoming class demonstrated the lowest levels
of political interest in the 82-year history of the poll, even
as volunteer work wag at record levels. A recent survey for
Public Allies, a multicaltural geoup supporting civie sere-
ice, found that teday’s young people are very public spirit-
ed, but they are “actively looking for new and distinetive
ways to connect to the people and
issues surrounding them.”

AmeriCorps is not the only or-
aren’t snatching headlines. Last Ci}zzizrary to myths ganization experiencing a 3née in
week, for example, the four-year-old interest, Teach for Ameriea, the vol-
AmeriCorps program inducied its that Khﬁy are unteer program. started nearly 10
100,000th volunteer, Neaﬂy gll the slack&rs gen X-ers years aga by Wendy Kopp after she
young men and women are givingat ' graduated from Princeton, receives
least a year of service to their coun- are acmaﬂy brimming 3,000 applications 2 year for 500
try. It's a remarkable feat: The Peace slots. Some 10,000 apply to the
Cotps took 20 years to reach the with idealism. Peace Corps for 3,500 places, and
same roilestone.

More to the point, almost every
ane of these AmeriCorps voluntesrs
has been weaving an knportant thread into the fabric of
community life. In Clearwater, Fla, a young woman
named Sherry Thomas, who was Hving in the stroets st the
age of 14, helps to build community playgrounds and
assists in neighborhood cleanups as she prepares for a
career in law enforcerment. Serving with Habitat for Ha-
manity, Army veteran Phillip Wa and 22 other members
on his team recruited 1,500 college students to come to
Miami over a spring break to complete 50 new homes for
working families. Ia&emsha Poudyal, & Yale graduate from
an immigrant family, mrked for a year in California on
Hivand sahstame-abasc issues with at-risk kids, She is
now pursuing & career in nonprofit managenent. A grad-
uate of Notre Dame, Robert Peters, joined the Sisters of
Notre Dame AmeriCorps program and futored migrant
farm children and ifliterate adults,

Doiny something gno:t. “We are tapying inte a new patrio-
tism among young people. says Harris Wofford, the for-
mer 1S, senator who now heads the Gorpnmnon for
National Service, which runs AmeriCorps. "They have a

young people often wait up to two
years to gain a coveted spot.

¥ach of these programs has its

eritics but is building wider support. Republicans once

bashed AmeriCorps as President Clinton’s pet project,

but Senate conservatives like Rick Santorum and

Charles Grassley now back it. Millard Fuller, the inspi-

rational figure behind Habitat for Humanity, was once a

skeptic, 100, but, after seeing vohunteers in action on

Habitat sites, has writien enthusiastically about nation-

al-service programs to House Speaker Newt Gingrich.

With 1 in 7 AmeriCorps menibers now serving in faith-

based projects, support for the program among religious
leaders has risen, too.

None of this, however, should obscure the central
point: Contrary to myths that they are slackers, genera-
tion X-ers are actually brimming with idealism, far out-
stripping what we saw only a decade ago. Instead of
knocldng young men and women, we ought to be pro-
viding more opportunities for them to give back. The
day is not far off when a year or more of service to the
country will once again be enshrined as an essential
part of becoming an Ametican citizen. "
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Community service that works

By Marc Racicot

overnots meet together and
Gmuﬁncly stake ot arcas of

broad bipartisan agreement
that transcend the partisae strug-
gles that have bagome synanymous
with slection-year pelitics. One
issue that enjoys streng suppost
from governoss of buth parues {s
mational and comumunity service,
‘The support for service is based on
a simple conviction that I share with
miany other governers: that every
géneration of young people needs to
accept responsibility forits couniry
and its commupity.

As & Srsttermn Republican goy.
ernorinJanuary, 1393, L asked, and
aur legistature appraved, a propos-
sl to create a Governor's Office of
Community Service intesdsd to
enhance the athic of service sad
elevate the importance of “enrynu-
nity)” particularly amang our young
gﬁapie. Meaninglul service, we

Beved, would nurturg productive
young citizens comumitted te the
Future of pur state because they had
invested their swes! and labor in
that future. Here in Montana, we
sought to encourags sorvice as a
Hfe-long “habit of the heart”

When the Natonal Commursity

T Service Act of 1993 was passed,

Montana was b an ideal positon to
erove forward with the opporiuni-
tiey offered through AmeriCorps.
The Office of Community Service’s
mission and the mission sf Ameri-
Corps was one and the same to
sevelop opportusities for younyg
people to provide meaningful, ditect
and demonstrable service to their
communities, Jt was our hope that
AmeriCorps would help us to build
unigoe partnerships with public
and private ageaciss by eng

young people in productive and

]

Marc Racicot, ¢ Republican, is
governer of Montana.

i

meaningful service o their ¢om-
munitics. These partnership would
gerve ay Jdear examples of how we
eould work tegether in Montana to
improve how we, a5 fellow citizens,
respond to pressing needs,

Now in its fourth year, Ameri-
Corps offers a creative, effective,
and nonsbureauerstic means of
addressing the usmet education,
human, pubdic safesy and eaviron-.
mental needs of our state »- aad our
country. Indeed, AmetiCorps has
besome 8 model of devolution,
where real authority and ownershin
far a federal initlative is delegated
to the states, Through governop-
appointed dipartisan state commis-
gtons, pricrities are established and

* grojects are selecizd (o receive

AmeriCorps funding.

The results are impressive, Last
year slone, our locally-run Ameri-
Corps programs gengrated nearly

- 51,008 hours of sarvive ta Montana

communities. Thair service dirsers
iy benefits 50,000 children and
families in Montana, and indirect.
ly almost ane-third of cur state
population, Nationally, similar
resuits abound, This year, some
40,000 AmeriCorps members will
get things done for fuore than
1,200 communities asross the
countcy. :

When AmeriCorps was creafed,
gome feared iz might replay the
worst of the welfare states - an
entrenched, expensive, Washington-
run program. Many feared, aven
muore, that it would undermine yp.
ditdenal volimicers with yet anathysr
federal program. { ¢an say frem
experiends thut the fears were mis-
placed. As & governor who tries
very hacd 10 be carefd with tax dol-
farg, 1 have wilnessed time and
again the fruirs of this praden:
investroent in Mortana,

Now, after more than five years,
we have seen a tremendous rekin.
dling of n sense of public service
and civic duty, in many ways,

through the progranms and epportu-
iries generated theough the Nation-
al Community Service Act. I am
comnnced national and community
service promotes core valugs —
hard work, seif-discipiing, givic
duty, personyl responsibility, the
cherishing of human life — that we
toc olten sadly 8nd lacking, If the
ara of big government is finally over,
certainly the era of big citizenship
mist begin,

I bave joined twelve of my fellow
governors in urging not only con-
tinved federal funding of Ameri-
Corps. hut aise reauthorfzation of
the Act, increasing the partmership
with states and the authority of
directing these programs at the
state leve), -We join with our peers
{rom the New England Governars’
{onference in urging Congress (o
suppert reauthorizing the National
Cotrununity Service Ammendments
Act, in order to imprpve the law's
current languags. As their resoly-
tion nodes, we support the billy
“devolution provisions that add
authorizy and Aexibility tv states .
. [l provide Governopappoiniad
state commissions more coniral
gver program selection”

- Community service i5 a vial ele-
ment in the chemistry of our exis-
tence g5 # sociery, renswing our
sense of community and civie ind-
tiative. Itig the giue that bonds free
peoplas tegether, We in Montana
have szen how vitally important this
is, recently having cotopieted our
state Governory’ Summit on Youth,
aad withessing the real necessity of
promoting epportunities for young
peaple to give back o others,
Through cormmunity service they
lears what its like to belong to
something good and solid and
decent. AmeriCorps helps pravide
that epporiunity snd truly puts the
states in the drivers ssaf, which
transiates into meaningful owner.
ship, and impacs, at the siate and
tocal levet.

Also appeared prominently in the September 2% edition of The Hill
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Réligious groups play
bigger AmeriCorps role

Agency begins fifth year of helping students, towns

By Larry Witham
WASHIGTON THiES

ArneriCorps opens its fifth year of na-
tional volunteer service today, marking the
involvernent of 140,000 college students
who increasingly do their community work
vig religious agencies.

The religion-related segrment undesr the
Corporation for National Service, 4 Pesce
Corpslike sgency begun in President Clin-
wu's first term, hag reachied 8 percent ef all
volunteers since 1394,

AmeriCorps officials said that sector is
“rapidly expanding.”

The AmeriCorps budpet also has grown.
Congress gave it $438.5 million for next
year, an $18 million increase over 1998,

“We got into AmeriCorps as soon as we
could,” said John Stoesz of the Greater Dal-
las Community of Church. “Volunteers we
5;% from churches are very dedicated, but

ey are not there every day and every
week "

Since 1 the national agency opened in
1994, the Dallas coalition of 300 churches
has had about 50 of AmeriCorps’ full-time
college students assisting its commiunity
work annually,

AmeriCorps gives the students a living
stipend, of which groups like the Commu-
nity of Church must provide 15 percent.

Students also get a $4,725 voucher to pay
college ‘costs. A student may serve in
AmeriCorps a maximum of two years.

A strength of suich programs, Mr. Stoesz
said, is that a funded core of volunteers
inspires more termporary volunteerism snd
increases community donations, “We can
fdise money locally when we have 3 good
program,” he sald.

The Sisters of Noire Dame were an
AmeriCorps site from the bepianing as
weil, and in the District the sisters for three
vesrs heve operated 4 service projesiout of
Trinity College i Northeast,

“We've riever made any appesal for people
in the parishes to help us” said Sister
Joanne ‘Schneberger. "The AmeriCorps
vijunteers are just great young people”

Her 12 volunieers each year have helped
District residents complete GED tests, and

i

alsy helped immigrants learn English. ~

The National Caumeil of Churches (NCC)
Ecumenical Program for Urban Service
has been d primary outlet to religious agen-
cies. This year, it will coordinate about
5,600 AmeriCorps volumteers at 5,000 sites.

The Jocations are churches, synagogues
and masques, said Charles Rawlings, the
NCCs director of urban programs. “We
staried as a small program with a grant of
$400,080," he said. “Now we have grants in
the area of $3.2 miltion.”

All such programs must pay their own
bills, and then file for reimbursement from
AmeriCorps, participants said.

The NCC project awards only the college
voucher, The living expense of an
AmeriCorps volunteer is covered by the re-
ligious groups. .

While some college students are from
middle-class families and go to expensive
universities, others are minorities attend-
ing community colleges — and they benefit
greatly from the voucher, participants said.

The church couneil tries to “target need-
ful populations.” As a result, 30 percent of
the AmeriCorps awards go to work with

"blacks and 30 percent to assist Hispanic

concerns. The rest goes to general work by
vo'lgnteer religious agencies, Mr. Rawlings
said, :

None of the participants reported dis.
putes over the church-state issue of federal
money being dispensed through a faith-
based organization.

Sister Schneberger said that while they
operate out of & religious college, there is
nothing sectarian to the work, “Fpravalst
for the volunteers” she said,

In Dallas, Mr, Swesz said & picture of
Jesus may hang on a church wall where
volunteers conduct 2 program, but no ong
is teaching Sunday school. "We're not going
{2 take the pictore dowsn,” he said.

Similarly, the NOC work foliows a well-
established paitern in which chareh agen-
cies receiving government moasy neutral-
ize the religious setting of the work.

“We police it very carefully” Mr Rawl
ings said. 5till, he said, religious groups in
partnership with government funding “is«
zoed adjusiment in American culture”
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Volunteers
bring shine
to Rambow

By na\m Curtin.

lmmmﬂm .

fnside the Ralnbow Hmzse, g fres day-
care center for ohildren with AIDS or
specisl needs, hangs & young child's self
orfraft ;that reads; “T Have AIDS
ease Hug Me. | Ca’t Make You Slck™
On Suturday, 20 voluntesrs donned
wark gloves end sweal shiris o
ap ihe Rainbow House ‘o no 1
sabeézzie«é 16 open pewt month

‘ afiez & ﬁmﬁz hiastus,

- Tha effort was part of satlonal Make
s Difference Day, coordinnled by {he
Volurdeers of Ameries, a natienad non-
profit organizalion with 2 chapler in

. Colozrade. This marks the sixth year for
-Iiste & Bifference Day.

- Seversl-of Saturday’s volunteers

“were from AmeriCorps, & domestic

Peace Corps dwoted to c?mnnnym

> vice profects. v

“The Rafbow House, $408 Bruce Rab-

. dolph Ave., has been closed since May
for rellce:ns!ng by the state. =

< Volunteers of hmerica took over the
facility in July and hopes to recpen it in

. two to three weeks, said Catherlne Pisa-

o, Ralobow }{ouse director and & Vol-

-unteers of America project coamhzatar

-

“It's the only childcare facilit

' this area that seives tlzis popul
| she pald, -

Tha hm Iy mm to avrlve &
soon &3 the slafT Is In place, Plsanc sald.

Tha venter 13 1o be loensed for 25 ohil-
dres apd & Infants, children § .
“weeks io 12 years oid, Live 3 & week,
yoar-round.

B wiil offer hot theals, snacks N

| clething benk, holidey and birthday

7 SECTION B 8@ ‘!'ae er

Y

m;n!:o:na otpa roluntanr Asget Podmzs Wms » winitiow
aateday 0 i hoens next o tha Reinkow Houss chitd.
@mhmwm !MWW

grﬁsfcrtbeymmgxm,heﬁda aod onsite  The ence ren-down property, previously used
ccanseli” by&eﬁm&ﬁeﬁi&fﬁaﬁm sturage, wiif be renovaled and iggasas{lppoﬁ
rado and the Menis! Health Wmﬁm eiiity for Ralebow House, though ils exact use ha
imiuéwg”apmgrmcaiied“magaaéi&mﬁsmé Pisano said. The backyard
with HIV. probably be wsed to xpand t.tze curtent playgrol
While the ciziii-;:im zegs;:ter is &égggw and the said,. 0
: 55 worked Y on an ¢ needs
rmary house pexi door whaeking waish-Righ mé}empﬁmﬁ“ﬁ? work o be done but H

weeds, trimming trees, mmﬁbi}}g floors and walls * cqnisron with. AIDS or exposure fo the virt

and hauling frash.

” 5 from immediate families with HIV/AIDS are el

i fbiﬂ% ?izd‘r‘g? immm;ﬁf ta give back 1 ibe for day care at the Ralobow Hmfse ':.:hlldm:E

?Qmm ¥ ngisem ?t;;‘f ?:f::k ;f,’ﬁ ‘?&1; gg!;e;s gpecial needs also sre considered.
smell of ammonia emanatieg from. the house, 59531 for #ligiblity tnf Hoa.
“There's o lot of people In need wha have less than |
bave,” sajd Coons, 2 former geclogical technieian for
Amnro ' who resigned three years ago and now gives
more of her time to volunteer work. -
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;New crop of \mluntears

Azzmicoma worker m:tuwu Dial plm:a o ShHia :pmm on Ehey lsland Frlﬁay mra weazksg—in voereony of Rawat Staﬂon Evm

AmerlCorpS to the rescue

Volunteers help themselves by helpmg commumtle':

ﬁ'_ HALEY : tmnesmbhsbeéﬁvcyemngobym afdhighschwiasw&meﬁ vob
«I et 1o ¢0 M dent Clinton snd & blpartisan celi unteer giving ons-on-one attention s
& & tios of congressional leaders with the  students with reading disabilities.
oureveryday mmmenxmm nim of providing demestic community *It's not just for the hecause
started high school, he was & il sepvies, - , we're being paid & stipend ol 4700 a
andmakeq  oversheimed, Work can vary from stenciing pol-  month, which is actually Jess than
» e He had troudde with grades and Iution warnings on storm desins to mindmum wags,” he satd, *It takes
dxﬁ'eme. I facked self-estreem. tiving with 24 caring for the diszd- mmethingmizside.lgetmgcm
he ’!’hatdm:gedwhen he found some.  vantaged, ] dﬁ& ake o difference. I get
getio !p thing e could grab botd of in fhe cone With the volutiteers sworn I toiwl wh were i & predics-
ktdYWh(} mctcfu?magsmdmz‘siifﬁ. . Fridey in Everett and 16 oiher jocs. Zwasiuwhenimﬁmin
his love fo n&ummmw& %m ﬂ% o m%um ¢ satisfaction, Kirwin and
] t Ve up forone or &4
wem*ma bt get Bis grades up in order 10 tom- yesrs of gervics, g the other volunteers ar¢ edu-
pmdzcamem piate, He did, Volunteers get » sanali cronthly extion credits, He wants to use
g . S0 Kirwin, now 23, has himself Payment and eam evedits to pay for debating skitly by going (0 Iaw school,
like I was in become s life ring o freshmen stu. education, Most are under 24 years Kirwin is starting his second year in
) deg:;s;&mhamish. old,ammmﬁams&fa%m ‘zmwm.mmm?ezm
“re *s one of 500 young eers approaching Paniin AmeriCorps speakers st Friday's cere
progpie wha wore fwvorn i Priday as Begt, spokeswomny for the Wash. mgy
we B0coh Khrwin,  AmeriCorps volunteers during aceres  lngion Commission for National and e told the other recrus that some
ArreriComps wokir  mony at Naval Station Everett, Cotaroumity Service, S A S
mmmmmmm uﬁyw,mwdupskis K %m Proe 4B
P gmus*mmmﬁ:&dmm
Trem ?aga 1B Yot will » You witi your conums-

i much than you thought it was,
gmmmmammmﬁm
your lives torever.”

_ Followicg the mseeafﬂn
P e s we face & were bused b0 Ebey

feor and lack of educaticn, iw ‘said, comm- !ickﬁ Jackson, widow of t!agim Sen. %memwphxusmmty&ﬁm
mending his owmmsmbm I{emy Jackznon and chalrman of the Henry ster Management restomation oifo
eata ..:m_..f?,.u bt wratin Skt zeld La@fi * fardronn Tosadntion  eald by huchand T wnfuntesry planted 1200 Sltka spruce

ywng he sees in school are bullied
they sre 2 bit slow or m*zquitz?y
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AmeriCorps
1Is Prepared
For Start Of
A New Year

£y STEVEN GOODRE -
Lourant Statf Writer

wd e

‘It was early and oold, but Tim
Green was right whens he wantod 1o
b& standing on thesw;scfcity hali
in Hartford

~“This is the day I've teen w&izing

for™ sald Green, who endured the
morning chill Fuesday whh abut
0 other Hartford AmeriCorps
members to kick off this yeur's com-
mazzity service program.

Kow In lts third year in the city,
the group traditlonsliy beging s
progras with encouraging wonds
from Mayor Michael P, Beters ard
Hartford Americorps Program Db
rector Jefirey E. Parks and ealis
thanics lo get people wartmsd up.
Then Ut is off {6 ¢lty classrooms,
where they will te misﬁns for the
schoo] year. -

“T'he local program’s eb;ecﬁves in
clude Improving educational
athlevement, offering English and
Aathematics taioring, implement-
ing or supporting sxisting vommu.
fity learning centasrs and home-
fork clubs, recruifing parenis to
participate in thelr chdidren’s adu
cation, mentoring and sponsoring
weekend community servige
grojects. Members will work i Be-
fances, Parkviils SANL, Banchez
shd Wish schools,

CBor Green, 20, the humey o
SﬁNB Schoal, where he-will be
working, began during the susmer.
Greer, whs was unempioved afier
working as & cook, looked Inte the
patlonal poogram on the advice of
uis sister Mary, whe had gone

I two years agn.

P-Afer passing » written test that
included a0 essay and English and
mathematics questions, Groen went
tirough an srduous series of fater
views before fnally getting the call
that he was accepted intorthe pre-

gran. .

~In midSeptember, the group's
nismbers, who are 17 £ 25 ant must
Ebve st least a high schow! diploma,
gathered for training sessions in
stress managemond, sexual harsss.
fment, expectations, goals and,

FROR THE STEPS OF CIYY HALL in Nartford Tuenday, Mayor Michael P, Peters watches ag this years Hartf
AmetiCorps members do calisthenics to warm up for their duties asisting in Gty schoels, In foreground
Heather Delominicis of £ast Lyme, loft, and Geysey Andino of Hartford.

{reon's favorite, childcare develop
g,

Parks said the members, who are
expectad 19 put In a minkmuw of
1700 homes, recelve g stipensd of
about $160 & week, transportation
allowances ard & $4500 educational

award for coliege or vocational
sehoaling i they complete the pro
gram. He said they recaive Hitle fan.
gible reward for their efforts it
that that is not why they earotied,
“They are fnterested In making a
difference i & child, 2 school and a

community,” Farks said,

Oxevnsional stories reparting T
Qroen’s experiences in the Haryfe
AmeriCorps program wilt app
on this page. More informaiisn
the program is asailable at {8
2563521
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pht
_zmwam swam in Fn  hpd” tmg
‘doubls about whaz they conld:
“amom {igh; thay sho uldn't heve: & ;

i ‘Allthey had to &awaslookattha thefea&backmzpzm . It
&mt‘sgumf&peakar . “ine feel food, " e
" On the sta,g-ebeﬁaret&em, Toay .. 'The volunteers. will c&n‘y timt 5
_M&Zmdﬁz layed guitar, beﬁmg ation into difficult and varied
- ,eid-Maraha Meeks Keally; 04
Twist and Shaut, He Tinisked Wi fE’ mﬁﬁmm for the Missia® s
[ ' : i ﬁun for Voluntee

Mom than 25 000 arous
__cm:zztry mlunteeraé {or A

Mém&e,hasbem playing &
tar with his toes foir 20 years >
Ke‘sp]ayedatpﬂgmm&befam
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“The gift of reading’

Collegians get fxrst graders off to a good start

o ~d 15,-, A

g”m““‘“@é@mm N Lot T

A ing the help offered (o students
and at Kinloch Park Elementary School
was casy for Principal Leticia Milian,

“Qur students did not o well in reading.
Cur mgdmg seores were not very high,” Milk
mn a1

ringipal readily :gmed when dmnct
admiﬁzstmwrs afferec “
borkood schobl help through Amcnca
Reads qutoring program,

Teachers were struggling to give students

' — most of whom live at or near the poverty

THE NEED TUO

A know maz our citifdren need this, it has

bccn a weak arex for our ch;ldmz " Milian

. ?:mdenz linton mtmdtzwd the Amer.
ica Reads Challenge two years ago, cailing
on college stodents, churchgorrs and other
¥olusicers to tutor clemenftary school stu-
dents who needed help -learning to read,
especially those stifl bchmd by third grade.

Nationwide, more than 1,000 colleges

~ have taken up the challenge. Tﬁcy dedicated

some of their faderal work-study dotlars for
students willing 10 serve as rcadmg tutors al
grea schools,

Here, Miami-Dade Community Coi.‘icgc

level — individual atrention iz their crowded i:!ass— Wﬂm & coatition of local cofleges and universi-

vooms, ruch less all the help they needed to muaster,

reading.

" PLEASE SEE READING, 4B

CANDAGE um

 INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION IS GRUCIAL: Tistor Cristobadis
works with Bianca Diaz; 7, et Kinfoch Park Elementary. -

b
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first-graders build foundation for a lifetime of

Forty schools with maes critical
teading necds wers alrendy pastic.
|$lin¢ in a district program called

for All. .

Last year, 34 schools pantici.

pated in Midmi Reads. Schoao! and

disirict officlels are dinging itz

praises.

¥ids love it
“The zesuiia &1 cxgiwgg,“ gaid
Margacite Barrets, the ot s
rexding specialist, “The kids Jove
it beesuse the tutors make thom
A Soamcnzd wis th
wis thal we
wite o fuceensful, wo heve istes
that- are buying our corviddum

guide,” said Alicis Morcyra, reads
ing supervisor For distrist’s divie
ion arts,

' Morgyma said the Wtoring pro
gram Gis perfectly with the dis
trict’s emphasis on reading.

Last fail, first-gracors at the 34
tchools took a reading exam, Sive
dente whe could pot identify at
least 20 letiers in the xlphabet,
uaderstang whal 7 word wes, o
read more than 30 parvent of the
words on a list were plated s the
fotot w‘m
Ati?;sa Pask 83 of 1508
graders were tuicsed. In M{?
when ook the test sgaia, §3
percent ratesd the Bices

akils,

i3 year, finst-graders ot the 38
pardicipaling schooly poak (he
exars right afier schoo! bogan.
Teachers will begin placiag stue
dents who need tutoring this
week.

Since (e progracm ix new and
lacks funding for formad gtudy, the
local college coatition has vot am.
lyzed whether it has improved
reading disirigtwide, ssid feanne
Schumee, chairwoman for the
Univeraity of Mismi Departoent
of Teaching snd Learning in the
Schoot of Edutation.

Bullt on sound principiey’

Tt program s built on sound
priatipics and s managdde for
she coliege students,” she taid.

Though the 1 & ool var,
Schumm zaid, oiher emeasures
including reducing clas size, may
be more effective in giving siv.

deate ke oppontunily to got the
Uneori-ing stemion they need.
“Teachert noed support. They
wani to give the students the indi.
viduel attention they need, but
they <can’l,” Schumm faid. “Wg
Lisve: 2o think creatively on how to
provide stodents and {eazhens

‘ with addizisnal support.

“1t wonid be idesl to hive ones
trecré with A trained professianad,
ot things that are dosireable are
pot; feasible with the Hmiked
espuites thet many schools

baye,

The iodividual aMeontion st
dems ga¢ from tetors, Schomm
i, i cxrifend for them,

Al schooh like Kinloch Park,
whase 38 percent of students live
*2 or mear the poverty kevel, indis
vidial attention iz crucial, Thit-
dren who live in poverty are more
likely ko have parents who see nol
foemally educated, and thus less
likely to eead to their children ot
home, Schuimm said,

Parsnits’ randing & factor

Another fxctor complicating
reading »t Kinloch Park Elamen-
tary is thal 45 pereont of the sty
deuts primarily spesk 3 anpuags
other thap English. _

Ebe kidsare learning o rexd in
English, but they don't spesk Eng.
tish and their pareats don't read
English, sud thac's tough for the
chiidren,” reading gpecralist Bar
rett said,” “The individusl stien-
tiva_belps give those students the
confidence to jearn and not feel
shy or intimidated.”

{lam:zt said many parcnts who
don't speak English don't read 1o
their cgg?m%;; xhc;itrh rative lan-
guage cither ase they wony #
wili conflict with them icarrgas
Englizh, :

“So what they get 81 achood ia adf
they 3ot said peading fwier
Nalividad Treminmie, 19, an
MOCC peychology student who
tetors ol Kinloch Park with huy
sister Crislobaling, 18, & geiminad
justior major,

: :

Read In any language
Barrett said schoo! offivials ae
£NcouTRging parerds o read W

. eheir chitdron, no matter what lan-

they speak )
Nﬁg&monﬂming reading, show-
ing them how to read — reading 13
the same xgll, whatevet language
i Es,” Barrett said. o
Coordinglors Ter the Miamt
Reaifs program said—ghey ate

joping & porssitsl involves
‘::::t component with faderal

VISTA volunteers,
g )

Torgresaid that t;m bave to
gotucthing 1o ¢ parcnls
Sz?ominvolmdu wo know (hat's
ing o be hard,’ said Joshua
Ut diﬁm‘am of the MDCC

M T e TR

learning

Center for Compunity Tav
meatl. its having &
tions, geiting them into adult
acy programiy or msking |
visits, we: recognize it's not ¢

“But we're going to 4o ¢
thing to promois parenial it
mznt.”

-
PSP
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' 0 One-fourth of Oakdand aduits

| cannot read-ebove thind-grade level su.:denisdonotraadéilhergradelevel by third

ﬂTmﬁurdsoanl-d@pubﬁcsdwod

| E% N o

)
2

E:g:erésmageree reading well

MIENTO WANTED

mhusrm..u‘

Oakland Schoois SUparlntendent Carole Quan (right) speaks at the Kickaft Wednesday o{ a drive for voluntear reading
tulors. Mayor Elihu I-Iardc and Miiis Col!ega Presidant Janet Holmgran {lett} look on. )

By Jonathan Schor gmd  should read
WEREL. Lag VOlunteers: :3&1“ o v
P OAKLAND : ;
Puessmst MOUNt caMpaign S se
. One adult In g:;ig:;ifu?&ica_

L owramrms  ggalNSt |I|rteracy N
i grade level. Two out of QOakland's students

three public school students cannot read at the

level expected for their grade.

There {s opportunity, however, to help change

" the dismal numbers,

havea long way to go: In a test last spring. only

23 percent of third-graders turned in satisfactory

reading scores.

A

The Oakland schools have set a goal: All third-

3

Please see Roading, NEWS-9

Fleadmg Just 115 of 500 mentors enlisted so far

Coru[&dfmnNEWSJ

|Tn the eervice of that goal, both the clty
\meriCorps_ VISTA workers
have been to find Valunteer reading
lutors. They can't nd enough.

" ' “The shorlfall is signiflcant.” said Brenda
Lyach, senlor director with the
Marcus A. Fosier Educallonal Institute, The
agency, which oversees Oakland's school
volunteers, b to recrult 500 mentors,
but 8o far has found and trained onty 115,

day's news conference al City Cenler Plaza.
“Qurs i5 2 knowledge-based ' economy.
People whe cannot read would not be able
lo compele.”

Experis agree that ([ students do not
read well by the third grade, they rarely
catch up ~— with disastrous consequences.
Studies show chlldren who cannot read well
In the early grades are more likely to drop
oud and {o gel pregnant as {oen-agers.

“The child who's stll siruggling In'third

orada ar fourth oends fe In raal treahle ®

and not (all behind.” satd Darlene Hardin,
the school's lleracy coach. It's essentlal
that they get that help as soon as there's the
first sign of them beginning to fall behind.”

John Bassel, a retired biophysics re-
searcher who tutors at Allendale, satd the
individual attenilon he gives seems o have
a significant impact, .

“You can feel like you're reanﬂ doelng
some good.” he asald, “The possibility of
mnktn@ [} dtl!!erence tn these children's lives

e real
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AmenCorps voluners w1ll 't at Bogus

After orientafion,
they'll help others
amuqd the area

want to ghve a year
mly% Mgﬁ:ﬂyor
state,” Kally Housten, exatu-
thve director of the Idaho Com-
tpdssion for National and Com-

ers, Amerilaizps is their one

shot al 8 oollege edovation.
Kow in it fourth year, the

program has 40000 volunteers

» The ldaho Sraxemks In

TREAS{}REZ VALLEY

Ao

Wmmmn&mwmammmm.mw a1t Arnerionys
. woluntaes (o Karnials, ard Dendel, 14, Fom e Namps Boys Horm, 1ackde (radfitl in ses alley be-
wmmmmmwm

mmmiﬁw vazm«uﬂummm
in emelronmentai r::m :y&inm
aod celntad gervice \ wmmm

~ - ASGWED are WWW“O‘
inzh.swm 7 «uam

mwzmm

kg, eptitied “Waking
Carcror,” turnd mnkeop, snd how to de-

AR}

“I's 00t g0 much gheut virlop A sporetistion for diver
bﬁm sity. Whils most of the vohun-
the prople ﬁMnma.ﬂy - taery ate from ol scone are

“Bt's bimed snenetimes to foei

g,

‘i of thir greater
m%*m

wist “gaid, WaTlethem know
meppuﬁngmgw

Seversl activities, such »s
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QWAnthony deGuzman

Gomg

, ;MA'
7 By MIMIG. SOMMER

I-r all began in New Haven in 1993

with two studenis gt Yale Uil
versity, Asron Lishermnn atd
Rebetca Welntraub, 1t's zalled
dumpsiart, a snson-one mentoring
“gysiem for preschovlers thatisnow s

gcmbet st the Americorns Nienal

rvice Netwotk with progeams 1o
’Manhattan; Washington, D.C., and
" Boston, the hiead office, ;
Jumpstart Mew Haven {3 sow run
by S2year-oid Anthony deGumman,
“§ts exacutive directer, The program,
;Joeant to bolster educationsd efforts
“like ¥Head Seart, continues 1o recrulf
“galiege student menzors for 2- (0 &
Jearolds,

. Mr. deQuzaman, a gmduam of
Gez;rgam'n University, class [ of
4582, became a member of Teach tor
“America, part of the Presidential
éducatlong! and service Initiative
‘called_Americorps, god n 193¢ snd
L1995 taaght elementary schoal in tlm
Bronx,

.. At Jumspstart, he is eonthziaa an
ameriun tradifian of combining
“Eucution and service to conununity
“that reaches far back, Under Presi-
“dent Franklin Roasevell, there wag
the 1. B, colicge eduation, for
JSuffltary service. President Kenne-

.dy‘s Peace Corps took needed Aelp to
couniried.. President Bush
gigmd ints law In 1998, and President
&nnwa i 1953, the MNatlgnal and
Cnmmzmity Service Trusgt Acts tim
W COrps.

o Jumpstart's sew oflives al the
“orner of Goove and Church Streets
Jn New Haven, Mr. TeGuzman re-
Seently discussed Jumpstert’s con-
temparary niche, Bxcerpts from Ltzat
mrsadm foliow.

*
!
e "
!
*

Mmmmm
Asthony deGuzman recnuits college studants to wark with preschoolers,

One on One With the Very Young

dations and inklnd donations —

classroom space, supplies, mymmer-

housing for the college students. We
make the best use of S commmunk
t¥'s resources. Because of the pro-
gram America Reads, President

Clinton's indtistive 0 have afl chils

dren resd independently by the end
of third grade, the Federal Govern-
ment will pick up 100 percent of the
Federal work/study money ssed
suppert tollege students working ko
America Reads projects. Jumpstan
is a1 Ametica Reads project.

&

{3, Whot i your assaciation with
the Bush Center in Child Develop-
ment and Social Policy In New Hav
ven, tndd Yale University?

A. We have a strong connetion to

Both. The Bosh Center evaluates the

effectiveness of the progratn, Yalels
working hard In impraving iy reta-
sions with the community.

! ]

4. Given some skepliclsm about

the efficiency of broad public pro-
prams, gan you attest o Jumpstart’s
memagerinl excellence? :
A.The Lorporation for Natioanl
Setvies — they mske sure that we
administer the Americarps grant ap-
propriately. We have internal te-

counting, We have an wedit every

year.
-

Q.Iz & commumity servive pro-
gram made wore effective, If run a8
« Bisiness?

A, Yes, when mmamwmm ;

think more entreprensyraily, they

crente mars opportunities, not only |

for the people within their organiza.
tian, bt people within the communi.
ty, to get lovolved — hmportant o
crente o susialnable funding base,

- *

T . .

wete
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Q. What does Jnnmmd do?

A. We recyuit college studenty and

;ﬁrak: them to work with preschoo)
children, one on one, children in

YHead Start and other early child care

‘programs from low-income neigh«
borhonds,

£ We work with parents and schoglz
*w prepare to enter Kinders
‘garten. School readiness ks one of the
iraost impartant factors in the child's

rsuccess in education, We bulld skills

swo that the frst day they enter kin.

wdergarten they're prepared 1o par.
rticipate in activities and develop lit-
eracy and mamematic,a.l gkills.

gy
G Q Literagcy and mathematical
HRills a that ape?

oA What 8 100 of people G0t recog-

wize is that ehiidren nre constantly |

iearping from sge rerooOn, and
«they're learning preliteracy skilis
rsach as how 1o hald o hook, colors, if
they ean write their name, read
signs. Cooking, for example — there
are measurements. We work with
the family to understand that read-
ing to their child I3 such an impor-
Jtant component to thelr eduzation. .
. &
! Q. Are there criterin for chogsing
Children for Jumpslart?
% A.there are. We ask reachers o
emify children who are somehaw
m,gg‘ling in their preschool class-
goom.s By struggling, 1 mean devel.
?pmenmuy behind. In addition to the
-academic realm, there's the soclal
thnd mental. Academic asd mclal
a of the chitd pisy z:zmwselcw
15
i

«xms

{z. Why target 3~ s &mr%&s?

wwvsw

Childran in the iate elementary ages
and up, It's increditly lmportant to

&

A Generally, programs work whthy -

work with children who are younger
-« t prevent a lot of prohiems, to
realiy mentor chlldren,

» .
Q. Whot of children wito cowld ben-
efit from Fumpstart but don't get to
praschoot for the chance of heing
sefected?

A.That's a real chalienge, m:e‘

are wung chitdren, particuburly n
inner cities, also in ruraf areas, that
pever have a preschool experience.
We would Hie to provide services to
all young children from lawingome
nelghborhoods,

The parent i3 a child's tirst teach-
ey, i the parent is doing & great Job,
thetr ¢hild will be prepared to lvarn
when entering kindergarten, Realis-
tieally, that doesn’t always happen.
Single-psrent homes and mothers
seeding to work, they need help,

$o 1 think programs ilke Head
Start and working with 3- to S-year-
oids I3 important, Children need
stisnulsting experiences,

! »
€. How do you get the word out to
families with children a? risk?
A In Connection, there was legis.
fation thls year 1o broaden the reach

of preschond programs,

»
0. What distinguishes day care
from preschoot?
> A, Day care ls less academic, Pre-
schoal has an acedemic tinge te {3,
has irained professionals in the field
of early childhood develnpreent.
. »
Q How dogs Jumpstart  differ
from Head Suan?
A 18 0 service program designed
to enhance preschoot services. Ev-
ery school needs help from the com-

LS

ity W work with certiin children
in families that need extra help. Aot
of children get tost in Head Start
clasgrooms, all classrooms, because
there are fow adults,

A ot of children unfortunately are
put on & special ed track We're
strong proponents for working with
every child 1o make sure that ¥ they
are nob special ¢, they don't go to
special ed, which ends up saving
every taxpayer money, Decause Spe.

+ il ed is expensive. Warking one on

cne can identify what a child’s spe-
pific needs are and then build the
eurriculum arcund them,
»

Q. What makes Jumpstart unique?

A. QOther than the fact that we work
with young children, what truly sepa-
rates Jumpstart from other service

prgantrations i the gquailty and -

amount of training we provide. We
hire professionals to participate In
the training. We've designed a pro-
gram where college stodents can
have & direct impact, One paren
Ykes 1o say, “humnpstary saved my
child from going imo the educational
junk drawer. Now, he's an hoatr rolt
stixdent in second grade.”

.

. What is the program’s mofor
challenge? -

A, Language, Children we work
with have a Limited vocabulary. We
try to strengthen the child’s primsary
language, whatever they're most
comnfortable speaking. That leads (o
suecess when you learn to read.

-
€. How Is Jumpsrart funded?
A.Cur budgel in New Haven is
frorn 8 combinatien of sources -
from Americorps, local private foun-

Q. L you support the {deg of com-
pensating Jumpstart’s college stu-
dents for thelr community service?

A, College students need t earn
money. | don't see any reason why
they shouida’t be pald, partleutarly
when thet money is gaing into thelr
education. When you somplate the
Jumpstort prograt, you receive &5
Americorps Education Awsrd -
usest e pay stadent loang, twitlen or
for future loans, graduae school
m:mm creates servlca apports

Q. Whast :riggered your {nterest in
cormmurndty service ?

A 1 gould point af one thing, it
has to be my experfence with the
Teach tor Amaerica program In New
Yaork £ity, where I taught 6th grade
for two years. 1 was ioterested In
helping & community like the one 1
actually ¢came from. ! was bon in
Inmer<ity Washingtan, DG, Blolegl-
cally, my father was African-Ameri
can, my mother was Irish. | owias
adopted when I was 1 year oid.

-
Q. Koy the diversity in your batk-
ground enhonced your career skills?
A, Veryvery much so. My father Is
Filipinn, my mother is Caveastan,
They have twe biclogleal children,
My yousger brother s half African,
half Enropean, also adopted. Diversh
ty has never been an izspe, We

proved It can work.

&

Q. Is Jumpstart expanding aotion.
aliy?

A We're opening two pew sHes,
mmmr«*mmmm@smm
Angeles, Our pont is o hove a 1,000
college students working by the year
2000, which traastates into over
10,006 children per year. |

&
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New era se

Sisters become
partners in
program to aid
the poor

WASHINGTOR

- oo wseds to Bl Se.
Ommicmsmr

of Kotre Dame de Na-

e, ahot the vocations shorisge.

“e hwst dcet have wornen jain
:zmwm%wmmawm

But decpite the docting [n nim-
Devs, she stlil said she feels ke s
“gereiordstress 00 a hew dra” gven
mign'mwm of mdssitmas.

Sha's Toardly taik ing about emp-
ty cotrvents, bl ol working side by
sidewills young aduits ot across
the United States — members of
hee Botye Same Amer Y28
v var by het arder inparteer
ship with the Gfara? Armer]Carpsy

program .

e valuntoers work in some of
e sistary” Rongostablished pro-
grams iz fowdncom® heightar
hoods across ihe country, tutering
childpes and adults, setling up al
terachool programs, iraleing peor
gmwmmmwmm bot.

In exchangs fov thelr strvice,

e wndesntbanry reenive B tarrtu

AN W e AT R W £
sipend of shost 18200 and gt &
s educationsl grant Afltar &
year ta pay off shudent ioans o7 i
wse for fatuire education,

Yhis partoershlp with Ameri-
Corps, which staried in 1994, has
frown from b volisaisers (0 129,

"% Jike 2 Gremm” the pio-
gran’s dlrector, S, Katberine
Cotr, x Sistar of Notre Dama ée N
par, 1054 Cathnlie News Sereloe
during a revent fiveday orientz
ion progeamn for the velunioers in
Washington.

She eakd Ber order was one of
the first Zetthebaced groups & be-
ool partoers with AmeriCops,
1.8, President i Clinton's do-
mwsiic peogram fshioeed after the
Poge Corps,

N

e proundwerk for Rch A
pevtnership was estad
jishat by tha sisters, who have
been working for years In glthes
and sl areas ncrass the ouniey.
Four years age, Cerr, working in
ber provinee's adminisiration of-
ficn, sltended & meeting wheve she
Taund ouf shoul the sewiy estal
1ished AmeriCorps. Then and thnee
she knew she had a perfect match
for ber order’s servive work., She
sppiied for fumds fnd received 3
gran: o got sisrted.

She views the partsership as
pot only & fHoancial ooe, buias s
wayof weaking togriher todo what
{he govertnent and the religious
snpunities Sanast 4o alone o

*e voluntoers areprmarie o
their 208, Inn somme are ohler and
may intiude aingle parenis who
want tofinish thetr own schoollng.

Kendrick, whe ks workod with
Florida's farm workers for nearly
35 ytars. s lolned fhie yesr by 12

Netre Tame AmeriCorps volus
spurs. Typicaliy, she sa¥d, hail the
yolunteers aie fram fha Jocal oo
wnity, eager to learn mcn skills
and “get § I0g Up” on & CRreer OF
their edusstion. The rest tend o
o frama move privileged batk:
ground with & cotiegs dogree.

£ *u*muwzzmgmmemm
thgether,” and see the dynamics
and Eriendships form, shesaid

Silvie Dooaire, 8 Zhyearold
whe [s retsrning for her sead
year &3 &k wolunteer i Apopla, s
slagte wmot of throe foys who
hoped (0 g back e chool next

year.
*§ fulf in love with my comamy-
pity,~ she 5234~ Vou don't just we

fasa Ty

the neds of the child, but fepeads
of thelr parents as wall”

One of the nore rowardlng
parts of her work wasieachlig 2 75-
year-old man how io raad.

“This is the wave of
the future

~yos feel sad, You wish you
i gay with them your whale
1itn and make 3 diffarence in their
$ves," she sald,

That's the king of optimlsm
Heudrick calls & sheg bn the v for
the sitiery who've besn working
with the poor for years sand coulid

e

e - a T

while ghe andl the other sistorg 572
live =tired ot workhorses {who}
sl have o ot fo offer biguuse
we've been dolng this for a long
t5me and we doagood Jok.”

She deseribes the new recrulls
a5 peapls whe “get it meaning
they urderstand the bottom 1w of
malssion work, *1's not just 4 Job.
e not tuitosleg kids They so¢ it In
the big coniext”

And she's oomfident Pyl car
¥ that understanding with them

-~

es new forms of vocations

over fhe pit 50 yeurs, volasteer
Ing in help in various oompmanity
CAVSES,

HRendrick wishes svery nun of
her order could have soen fha vol
stesrs'  orlentatiod Sessfan «

. whete they gof tiph on galving tn-

flicts, lutoring and living In<om-
tunkty - fust t5 eeo the ONeTEY
these young peopis briag :

ks iy the wavs of the felu
for the Sisters of Netre Uame.” ghet
$a¥4, adding that it certainty bests
meetings where the sisters ondy
diseass how i prepare lor retire
et

o
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Seek and ye

f shall find funds
By Morgan Petersen %mm loan program, fed-.

LoegT

. Special to The Star-Ledger
.
aying for co‘ﬁfege basg be
zome just as big a part of
the college ex;:enence a3
atlending clasges, -

Nowadays, most sludents rely
ot some type of finaneial aid to
help fout the ‘everdncreasing bill
of their higher equcation. -

Goverpment and private Isang,
grants, seholarships and work-
‘study programs are the usual
formyg of 3¢, Bai within each cat-
egory, {here are Etfle-known prod-
‘wsayamkwneigsmmsand
their [amilies.

U “If a student i3 willing to 42::
gome resgarch, they will find a lot

::- 3 &xere,"mid(:ameﬁae Bog- |

cher-Murphy, director -of financial
- aid at Bloomfeld &mege.
© Boscher-Murphy’s - comments
echo those of many financial aid
experts ttuwgheai the state. Thay

erally sponsored work-study pro-
grams, collége- and . community-
basedt scholarships and  schol-
arshipdinding. Weh siies on the In- .
ferpet. .

“The New Jers&y CLASS (Cob-
loge Loans to Assist State Stne
denlsy-Loan iy an atiractive way -
to finance an education” said
Claire Alasio, director of ﬂnma!

“aid af: Monmouth University, in

West Long Branch “It is one of .
ihe betfer losn ;zrcgmms In the -
country.” =

Under the snpplmntaz “toan
program, students or their. fami-
iz&scs.nbomwu;zieﬁmwsiof.
attendance—{at includes’ tuilion,’

-roorn ahd board, books and fees.-

mwmmmmﬁwa ‘
receivmg,mm -
‘rheloanistsméeﬂbytba szaze :

—aud offers 2. ﬁeﬁble*m;&ayment \

c:omianQ\ next page
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Continued from previous page

schedule. A borrower can make
monthiy. payvoents pit;s -intersst
while the gludent is in schoel, or

defer the pnmﬁg!e and pay jﬁst_

quazterly interest.
“¥0y can prepay the loan wkzle

‘the sludent i in sehool, so lhdy

Two foderal programs, the
America Beads program and the
AmErigery progeam, help foster
communily © involvement  while
Tesrping, said Benlamin Siliman,
acting director of Financial Ald o

New Jersey City University. X

“These -programs . develop

simnger se;f-gswem, work skills.

and time’ managmeat,” Sﬁizmaa

igible; outofstate residemts st -
lending New Jersey schools also

are figible. It can be used for
twn- and four-year undergraduate
snd graduate programs,

© Loan applications mye avaiable
&t the colleges or through the New
Jersgy Office of Sludent Assist-

dow'l come out with & huge deh’t," sakd. :
she md, . Last year. ninie students at Naw
\ The Iaan, she saéd, is ideal for. Jersey City University took partin
families wilh.a good cre&xt his- t.he ﬁmema Reads program,
tory—a credit which'+ brings

- check . 5 o - caliage sta-
wved ’ ' - deaty intz} kin-

Alaslo  said 'f!_?ﬁ ﬁmtﬁmm dergarten -

she encaurages program brings clamsrooms 10

. Tamilies o take studants out iaw‘. - Teadls the chil-
advanlage of . dren’and et

"this | progfam, - the comnmnity 0 - - ihéminterested
to the point that mfnrbish housting - & beoks. Silli:.
lasi year, Mon- man sald the
mouth Ugiver- - and plnygmumis, school  initially
sity tripled the - ~ largeted educs- | . -
number of ‘ . . tiow - madors -
QLASSI&&SR&SMG&L&MML mwameawmm . L
That number represents onedhind Each .sludent - réceives mig
of the CLASS loang {sken opt from  Imum wage and a differential for-
throughout the stale. trapsportation. I{ is & form 02 fed-

New Jersey studenis attending era%?ﬁh;iﬁy ’

college In other states would be e} STy

&!-’Y
popular st Now Jmey (:ity Uni-
versity, brings Hudents ut ittn
the c&mumt}' to refurbish’ bous-
ing and playgrounds, Sllimar said.

Stodents roveive a slipend and
credils tloward a-reduction of sty-
deni loans, of they receive o tui-

L™

taen voucher worth ap to 35,000

o
Cantinued on next pag'é.f,_.“




o VR
BE3YL uY €] 015Ny YIRS M0 H4DNE
g LU 1, Pitaeg gHoy Wl
syenprad afaguo & RpeH 1RaR(
ples Ry 88 qnneaq gL,
prayny 8ueny
wgiiny woLIAAlG y o¥uwming
Py wped o5 AU, UmLIdAG datE
SEEYIN0LE Y} U Sau HOUOPUSGE
SROSANI PRanny sary EW)
-Lioysry Hugune 3 eady Sy Y
WAy yARay ) RBuppiawes SeY oM
URIRANG WEOE wosad mal g SR
dnosd w3 wlpt gongl Mekues W
usmap egsdared v ¢ Sniag ase Loy
. szunuy 1w Bupaos MM
‘syonford uo Jupiios 3 ¥ wn0y
gy pusds Waw sagiie AL
“uapey BO0N W
BpH0Jd 15 Ansadaier 94T e Jufid

MO} JSOUS 0) AJI| PUOIIS IAIS SISO

B [HAN£3 SA%(T PiRE D 0F {RREal
PUT 34 O BRRD Gen) Juru 8 Moy
jnoge Fuzwied] 1eald & siyE.,
SIIDRKE 1Y
youfnsd Butpngres # 60 payits
Arus¥ad Says Wi pov)} Jof £
ATOY MR TG £351 Sponis TIYRQ
JLION Wi SRV CeNTRIqap W IRE
-2 Jaeeiap paptacad AMLY VURIA
v pmgas Aep Cuedony
LR
w1 peogdnony Mosfod oy Sunud
4103 BRoe §) weads saey £),
sheid siny 20 y3efead e A o
Sya0g sRunuY 18 sdupung s Bu
SRS RINIAR IANANY B1 HASG

jatoie Wit .

Foas DU VABION X9 3T Ji AN
oy GOpRs%
Uy UBEEALD BAR-R0iE adagy #g
JHYIR parRpds S} et ¢ Licorxay
0w g% sy £y wnwewen
Ugpayy RSOREN g 3¢ ued e

£R04 SRUIUY 1B SINEE an AL
"SQE1 WY UT payaey ; Apauuay]
AN (R SEI00y £ 20 Wiy
e papapeat % sdiedd Y o)
-H[L) JURpIEIL] AQ P ) Suwo
wapnE pgo Lud o3 1o Lo e wopng
a0y 0 Adde urd 61 0 g1 t 53¢ s
~pesd 15 Ruapms 8200 ey wed

b 2ewgunon v By sl wrmoy
“UOESY] [ERGHEH b ue 513

wgata sthaouisaey Ay Sopoed; &

Lyapaes 21ANIS1Y Dyy Y Buldsosal
w3 nopypp oy ko o &)
o) dahp ury 3o paed erpoduy
us ¥ S0 SREuY PiRE P
KR O 3005 4N 1118
Uy 3Ie PNy SARLETY. I e
apisuy witeg Ruwy 1% fadedipen
M DU HFUY j0 RpRagg s B
s F0 KHPUIIAS AIGISTE 2443 B33
[RIBATS DIWF B2 RIgt0 s wdegs
Hpg up e sfoguing iog
ey g LCiRsse (e ey
$ir %) 9 vded Lugo nok saomd
J8 10 8 L PR pOlayEam Lpeiasm 5
potew @iy aRpesog el ov K1,
"y o
HOLIRIIGNIS YT 1] s o) adiys
yhaoud povd ¥) pide fiEimnL O
DHY PR uory Aoy eD1s0NRN)
wEAp BEG ST ©F SERY PR UN} TPOGA
oy) pnyeuop pur Lpadoud iR
UG PG BIC GF PRUSLIKID YO0 BT
-URE} puk pOY SIIBPEM ORI
i
-joe 3oty gy daoy oy ssatiesy By
Sy dit paydel ange szagiog Al
GHYE pOOM B BT} Jash Gilm (jagqal
A3 28I V1 PRARD Bady 1A £J00Y)
Tmats Fupiesr sy IR 19
1 0) Buzdsy sBetpiNg D Jo Sipee
sptyee agy duor seygduar; dap
Badry sapiom sdiodjiduay WL

o “pyrg
yagy . Fupmdce ey sdopiing

By 0 USTIELGIN A IO FIou
Of jiHl RRIU]IAE 0 08 1R

$usdouy puz 00 Joos ¢ $updeny,

RPUR] ¥4 e
SaugaRrewa so) Sidde o i1 .3
-HOW]Y ayp paydisosd pur sEuIping

Uy p3paxEhm RIMIFEHP W[
PRUITILNE [RY M JO [ 109
padie FpeRFAR ue ‘Q§l B ERo]
ok ¥ ayul ponnnjiieay Ljeon
tawisy 24 PUE APapriom (a3 saoLd
e SOREE OWy A wmdy A
30 1RoRE PISOINIE 19 W 4 Y
RN
AL BAOT B, WY 0] YRRy
00 I3 BN SST{UY 1T SXNEM
baiis oy GeERG ) wogm ao} D4y
pisgh EHAUIN "gh b PegaRas U0}
iy RARMOY SRy “pocinenE Ny U
W o prof pus faue swp
sup Sujyne) 3w Loy wae £10]
UF a0 Y §ing R0RNdinld
439] 6] SYI0 4 BEn
BV {3 £RVSHE 1Y Jelm padavihid
o; pajuea doodd ay) ples Sapane
fanos Ny ¢ ‘g S
~adtt OO Sem pocu pus Fupdag
- . SAUIDIE W43 1O IO
gyI03
sewjuy e sdugiing Bowjex
s EE auy SZGEIS O puNj PR

saInons Sururewa r SMZIiqels symoA sdiooreury

L

~STRRE DTS UL WDSS 2643 U1
SOU'ALS ® pusbnal wdnosd
g uauzedzuey paey o
bty
e W iz

Off AW Raipi0am SEIALIINYE
%

esour §f 1ER) I¥ A0} EIRDE K
ad apap adoy sespeEn
SIONIOM IEIYY RANA I O
¢ FID] REBEVIL BBY0 S
30 1803 W poold aang i iz
eyl RaouE PEIERIAd VEUps
T MYOA BAJI-diphe

Speyy utel) KIO|NEA SRBLERS
sHupang Suljgunag agL 5
Zephag vi) Bupang s 1 8¢ 51
g dsig v Haeas 8y iy
woy-Bepmps oy ‘Aep sy
ole $ap

Péif FPEHGEGUL S¥gM My
By Stiys Ko o B
by wpeens Kajuddaed jio S
auzma_u»cﬂﬂ.@%ﬂ. e
CRE LISY I WY -

ey £ay), drenas g¥eg o) ¢
S A U] WO waaREiaR pos
UIITE SREIBIRS [P0
FERRENENS (IR yER

ReipRip e PIIda0D apisuie}
» s SEPHAY YALLR-12Y ¥ Y
K502 pUE POOR pPoEBgitemn
siagtom Bupetos-gr ¥ 0
11y Jo Ljnnstsias ppae Al
404 KR - YOS SV
NS Eg KN

solsany £

LY,

£t e Tong Tn®
- S FTEISAI

W D RS
LEEL 51 HNY

FTT R 1 Avasmss
S EPYE 2

130d BIANIG



MIDDLESEX MNEWS

FAANINGRAN, WA
THURSBDAY 38,518

0CT 1 1998

rm— T T

Save AmenCo

2639 AT ‘ gwé;fg

azh:mdnanias;zzﬁndency\Has

scandal, Bill Clinton envisioned a new wave of ymzzg

volunteers inspired to public servics just as President

Kennedy had ingpired him. By the time the Republicans
in Congresy got through with it, what Clinton hopad would be the
centerpiece of his domestic agenda was reduced to little more than
a token effort. Now, while Clinton fights to gave his presidency,
AmeriCorps may be killed entirely.

Bven in its reduced state, AmeriCorps has made a difference.
An analysis in the Sept. 25 Chronicle of Higher Education con-
tludes that iast year, AmeriCorps participants tutered half s mil-
Yion children, helped immunize 45,000 people and restored or pre-
served 28,000 acres of public land. AmeriCorps members have
planted trees, helped renovate buildings, and assisted with litera-
cy programs. -

In return for their service work, AmeriCorps members earn
schelarships, and more than 30,000 young people have converted
AmenCcz‘ps mhelami};ps into college tuition, Participants have
also developed a taste for coramunity servics, After AmeriCorps, -
maore than a third went on to work for ponprofit groups, and about
half do volunteer work for at least six hours & month, according to
the Chronicle.

But while even some of Clintons critics concede AmeniCorps
has produced results, it's still one of Clinton's fow signature initia.
tives, which makes it & target for his epponents. The House hes
ehnznaﬂxtAnxuﬁ&xysennuﬂyfhxathehudget&wtheﬁaknai
fiscal year that begins today.

In his scazidal-weakanezi stabe Clinton is iz no position to vig-
arcushrdeﬁaﬁievan;ntna%unsekryatnlus?uﬂui*Fintnxuuz&y
AmeriCorps has fiends in the Senate, which has voted to contin-
1u=ﬁxa%&ﬁﬁnnﬂhou§aegran1atcu:azﬁﬁemda.Ainau&eand
Senate leaders hammer out a compromise budget, we hope the
_ Senate will prevall on this one. AmeriCorps is toe good a program,

for its volunteers and the communities they secve, ﬁafh&lvmuznata!
" peandal polities,

s I s i - — P T T L
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Public service at a savings

E 31

menCarps wor,
unteers only in the sense
that they haven't been draft-
ed {¢ perform public service
o‘bs ’?he $7.69 per hmzr
| they are eaming in Sarasota Coun
" meager compensation forthe Ia or
i they perform. Braving mosquitoes,
snakes, fire ants, poison wy,pressuz‘e-

cooker heat and humidity, and the

. sticky sap of Braziiian pepper bushes,
zhc? are saving pzzbhc agencies major
se while-removing exotic vege-
. tatzon from park Jands.

. Recently, workers in the tederal -

ipmgmm have stripped Brazilian pep-
 pers and other exotic plants on public
Jands t south Sarasots Coun-
\ty. Their Izhors have taken them to Os-
car Scherer State Park, properties ad-
jolning the Intracoastal W and
other areas. They weare hired hy Chitsck
Listowski, executive director of the
West Coast Intand ngat:m DHstrict,

‘tions jed

e}'; @%‘Toﬁ‘eﬁa the contract cost about one-

fourth the expense of hiting mdepcn-
dent contractors.

AmeriCorps workers eam a living
aliowance 3; %51340 and an edtzmtmn

stipend of 34,725 peryear for ap

mately 1,700 hours’ labor. Their su-
pend can be used to pay off a student
oan or for further education. They
contract to serve one year and can
serve & maxiosum of two. Public ser-
vite areas available include education,
public safety, human needs and the en-
vironment, ,

ﬁmeraCesps is one of the Clinton ad-

ministration’s singular successes, We
commend the WCIND and parks offi-

cials for taking advantage of the oppor-

tunity represented by AmeriCorps to
complete some much-needed, hard
work. Most of 3ll, we gpplaud the
AmeriCeo workers, whaose ambi-
m fo this commendable
and difficuit public service. J
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Corporation for National Service: Update on Press and Marketing Efforts

Public Service Announcement:

* AmeriCorps television and radio PSA’s have received more than $23 million in free
airtime over past 18 months.

OpEds:

e David Gergen “The nation’s new patriots” U.S. News & World Report, November 2,
1998

» Stephen Ambrose “Preserve the Citizen Service Tradition”, Wall Street Journal
October 23, 1998

¢ Marc Racicot, governor of Montana “Community scervice that works” published in
The Washington Times on August 31, 1998 and The Hill on September 2, 1998

Editorials:

Top 50 Newspapers:

Wall Street Journal “Who should teach?” July 15, 1998
The New York Times “Punishing AmeriCorps” September 19, 1998
Houston Chronicle “Serving Houston: Youth Corps here demonstrated its value” May
10, 1998

o The Da?llas Morning News “Building Blocks: Well-regarded program shows the value
of AmeriCorps” May 26, 1998

e The Philadelphia Inquirer “Return of the dollar: Congress should keep investing in
AmeriCorps” June 1998

o  The Columbus Dispatch “ AmeriCorps: National Service program seeks renewal” July
28, 1998

o Columbus Dispatch “Bright spots: Program gets youths thinking, helping” June 3,
1998

o The Salr Lake Tribune “Support National Service” April 26, 1998

Other Newspapers:

o Concord Monitor “No more games: Public service programs like AmeriCorps deserve
support” July 22, 1998 °

e South Bend Tribune “Slashing AmeriCorps budget would have local consequences”
July 23, 1998

e Philadelphia Daily News “Jettison AmeriCorps? No, expand it” July 29, 1998



Pifrsbur:gh Post-Gazette “Savaging Service: Why is Congress stalling on extending
AmeriCorps?” August 27, 1998

The Providence Journal “Let AmeriCorps Serve” September 27, 1998

The Oregonian “The few, the proud: AmeriCorps proves a useful alternative to
military” January 14, 1998

o Johnson City Press (TN) “Why not national service?” April 19, 1998

o The Tribune (Mesa, AZ) “Continue national service effort” April 20, 1998

* Bradenton Herald (FL) “Your Tax $ at work” May 2, 1998

o Fort Worth Star-Telegram “National Service” May 4, 1998

o Courier-Journal “Corps’ constituency” October 3, 1998

|

Press Highiights:

e Catholic Register “New era sees new forms of vocations” October 21, 1998

o Chicago Sun Times “Harnessing American Ideals” July 3, 1998

o The Chronicle of Higher Education “AmeriCorps at 5 Years” September 25, 1998

e Clarion Ledger “New AmeriCorps volunteers ready to take on world” October 24,
1998

e The Cleveland Plain Dealer “President salutes U.S. youth volunteers” June 4, 1998

e Consumer Reports “The College Challenge™ AmeriCorps used as an example of
how to pay off college debt August, 1998

e The Dallas Morning News “Cool Crew: N. Texas heat prompts group to install
donated air conditioners” July 28, 1998

e The Denver Post “Volunteers bring shine to Rainbow” October 25, 1998

o The Denver Post “Workers give second life to ghost town” August 15, 1998

o The Hartford Courant “AmeriCorps Is Prepared For Start Of A New Year” October
7, 1998

o Idaho Statesman *AmeriCorps volunteers will start at Bogus™ October 8, 1998

» Miami Herald “The gift of reading” September 6, 1998

» The New York Times “Going One on One With the Very Young™ September 27, 1998

e The Oakland Tribune *Vohinteers mount campaign against illiteracy” October 8,
1998

e Time “Clinton’s Pet Program Makes Many Friends” October 26, 1998
The Washington Times “Religious groups play bigger AmeriCorps role” October 23,
1998.

Web:

Americlorps site receives nearly 140,000 hits per month.



AmeriCorps in FLORIDA

Getting Things Donc in Florida. AmeriCorps, the domestic Peace Corps,
gives people of all ages the opportunity to serve their country here at home
and receive money for college. Working through local nonprofits and '
schools, AmeriCorps members tutor children, coordinate after-school
programs, build homes, organize neighborhood watch groups, clean rivers,
recruii voiunieers, and accompiish other things that improve and strengthen
Florida communities. This year, AmeriCorps will provide more than 1,500
individuals with the opportunity to solve problems and build stronger
communities in 72 projects across Florida.

A Track Record of Accomplishment. In just four years, more than 160,000
people have joined AmeriCorps, a milestone it took the Peace Corps more
than two decades to achieve. AmeriCorps members have served more than
32 million people, recruited nearly 2 million volunteers, taught, tutored, or
mentored more than 2 million children, operated after-school programs for a
half million at-risk youth, provided 200,000 seniors with independent living
assistance, and built or rehabilitated 25,000 homes. This year, more than
40,000 people will serve in AmeriCorps.

Expanding Educatlonal Opportunity. AmeriCorps uses the GI Bill model
— after completing a year of service, AmeriCorps members receive up to
$4,725 to help ﬁnance college or pay back student loans, To date, 1,835
Florida residents ha_vc completed their AmeriCorps service and have
qualified for education awards of more than $6,975,000.

Helping Communities Meet Local Needs. AmeriCorps sponsors include
national, state, and local nonprofit and faith-based organizations, To ensure
that members meet critical local needs, two-thirds of AmeriCorps grants are
made by the Florida Commission on Community Service, whose members
are appointed by the governor. Other members serve with national
nonprofits, AmeriCorps* VISTA (Volunteers in Service to America) and the
AmeriCorps*NCCC (National Civilian Community Corps).

AmeriCorps is operated by the Corporation for National Service, which also
manages the programs of the National Senior Service Corps and Learn and
Serve America. This year the Corporation will provide more than
$13,000,000 for Florida communities through its support of AmeriCorps.
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"Helping our neighbors build strong
Jamilies and communities is
essential for a healthy Florida.
Service-oriented organizations like
AmeriCorps and its volunieers are
helping to strengthen the fabric of
our society. I applaud AmeriCorps’
tremendous efforts and its
dedication to serving the needs of
our citizens in the Sunshine State.*
Governor Lawton Chiles



AmeriCorps in FLORIDA
Accomplishment Highlights

“Amerilorps..oworks American Red Cross Rapid Response Corps
becuuse it provides a

eonsiruciive, Miami . . .. . . .
characer-building i The AmeriCorps members based in Miami responded to six national disaster

ousle: for Wﬁ;f“@‘ ; assignments, trained more than 10,000 children and youth in fire safety and hurricanc
CLILIGIT 1Y MOKY O red s .

difference in ofher |preparedness, and responded to 100 local fire incidents. Most importantly, the

people’s tives through ~addition of the AmeriCorps program enabled the chapter to reduce its local disaster
voluniger service. ?f*}f"‘ -response time from four hours to under two hours. A speedy response ensures that
2’;2;:3;:; g:g; o | victims of local disasters will have a place (o spend the night and food 1o eat.

engaged, commitied

citizersy.” Notre Dame AmeriCorps Farmworker Youth Empowerment
Bradenton Hersld

cditorial, May 2, 1998 APOPRa , ‘ )

- Twelve Notre Dame AmeriCorps members directly assisted 1,022 farm worker and
immigrant children in five area schools. Members tutored students in small groups
and one-on-one settings, Results from tracking 120 students indicated an
‘improvement in 100 percent of those responding in completion of in-class assigned

""”‘“’”ﬁ‘?f’;!; "‘mi; 3’; tasks and homework, reading comprehension, and attitude about school. In addition,
Z;i,mj;;;m ,;,’;f‘;p jf;m ithe members taught 124 students in a Boys and Girls Ci‘ub summer program and 183
of whes my family and 1 GED and ESL adult learners through the GROWS Family Learning Center.

cafl “civic rent™

giving buck o the . :

community that has Habitat for Humanity

served each of us 5o Statewide

well It is my hope that A meriCorps* VISTA members assigned to Habitat for Humanity affiliates were
- AmeriCorps wil

comtinue to inspive all of  iNStrUMental in the construction of 30 houses throughout the state of Florida. More
us to offer our services  than 110 family members moved into these new homes. To achigve this goal,

to those who need it AmeriCorps*VISTA coordinated projects, garnered monetary and supply resources,
Mmast. i . v . egr N .
State Senator Ton! coordinated services to the Habifat families, and recruited and trained voluntsers,
Jennings, Peesideet of the
Floride Sen .
oride Seanle AmeriCorps ElderServe
Lee and Brevard Counties

AmeriCorps ElderServe members assisted 400 elders at risk of institutionalization and
their caregivers. Members provided assistance to caregivers to delay the
institutionalization of elders through respite, education, and support services. The
members staried a new project called Shared Housing which matches frail ¢lderly
with students or other qualified people in need of housing. In retum for free housing,
the new roommates provided care for the elderly so that they can remain af home.




AmeriCorps in FLORIDA
g Accomplishment Highlights

"Cur nation’s
problems are best
solved when
Americans come
fogether in their focal
communifies,
Programs like
AwmieriCorps are
helping to strengthen
our commuynifies, in
Flovide ond across the
uation, by
encouraging our youth
i engape in
eommunily service lo
moke for o

brighter famarrow.”
Congressman Allen
Royd

*Dear Vista Valunteer,
We appreciate your
hielp alt yeor. Reading
it imporiont 1o me
becouse if | couldnt
read, | couldat spell
und whan { get older §f
Foouldn't read the
sigmy on the voad, like
eanyiruction signs,
stop signs, fife would
be hard, Iwouldn't be
very smari either. |
probably wouldn't
pusy Second grode,
Fhepsks for helping us!
Sincerely, Bliza™
Spcond grade siudent

AmeriCorps*NCCC with FEMA and the Amgerican Red Cross

Tallahassee and Daytona

A total of 67 AmeriCorps*NCCC members from four regional campuses helped fight
the devastating fires during the summer of 1998, The members served on the fire
Tines, helped with mop-up operations, provided logistical support at base camps, and

:

‘assisted the American Red Cross in mass care cfforts,

Florida Siate Rural Development Council

Starewide

AmeriCorps* VISTA members secured statewide corporate donations valued st more
than $118,00 including food and clothing, which were disseminated to nonprofit
organizations in 24 rural counties. Members organized the construction of six homes
through the State Housing Initiative Program, targeted for low-tncome families.
Members organized a parinership workshop between owners, contractors and
designers/engineers to provide affordable main line system water and sewers 10 Jocal
residents. Members also obtained approval of an 18-unit development providing
law-income housing for 36 families.

Literacy* AmeriCorps - Palm Beach County

Delray Beach

Last year five Ameri{orps members served a cumulative total of 8,774 hours, with
four of the five members serving well over the required 1,700 hours. The members
served as adult and family literacy facilitators at many sites, including Faith Farms,
the Boynton Beach and West Palm Beach Libraries, the County Jail, the Children's
Home Society, the Glades Tri-City Family Education Program, and New Hope
Charities.

University of Central Florida

Orlando

An AmeriCorps* VISTA member was instrumental in securing a $30,000 grant from
the Able Trust Foundation to the Ebony Beauty Acadery of Central Florida, Inc., 4

vocational rehabilitation and training program for low income, minority individuals.
Members provided technical assistance and resource development to a group of 30

nonprofit organizations. For this group, members have developed a computerized list
of 400 funding sources.



AmeriCorps Iy poing
inta nefghbarhoods
and impraving the
fives of mony abrisk
chitdren and families,
s teaching praple to
be empowered - fust
tike the Pecoe Corps
has been doing abroad
since ihe early §960x.
in the long run,
AmeriCorps will be
helping Americans
from ail differens
fevels af sogiely in
achieve g betier way
of fife.” ’

Rabert L Crowder,
Sherlff of Martia County

“Tire AmeriCorps
Child Figtim Rapld
Responye parinership
is betieved 1o be the
nation’s first
schoet-based progrom
of its kind, The
AmeriCorps members
ploy an importamt rofe
inearly identification
and intervention
programs which are
critical to any effort 18
Break this vicious
cycle and reduce
domestic vislenee and
Juventie erime.”

Bob Bulisrwarth,

Atteraey Geaernl of
Florids

AmeriCorps in FLORIDA
Member Profiles

Alison Maric Higgins

Student Conservation Association, National Key Deer Refuge, Big Pinc Key
Alison is an AmeriCorps member with the Student Conservation Association's
AmeriCorps Education Awards Program. She serves as the Jead environmental

" edueator for the four National Wildlife Refuges found in the Florida Keys, She has

initiated cutreach to over 1,000 school children. Summarizing her experience,

- Alison said, "This AmeriCorps experience has confirmed my desire to pursuc a

lifelong career in environmental education and volunteer coordination, as well as
provided the means to obtain it through education awards provided by the
Carporation for National Service.”

Juanita Devine
AmeriCorps Hillsborough Reads, Tampa
Juanita has served two years at AmeriCorps Hillsborough Reads, where she teaches

reading skills to at-risk children in Tampa. Juanita made a profound impact on most

of the kids she helped tutor, but one child in particular stands out. A troubled fifth
grader who didn't fike to talk much was put in her group. Noticing the young boy
enjoyed writing, Juanita, asked him to keep 2 journal. He soon learned 10
communicate his thoughts and feelings better, Others children lsarned 10 understand
him as well. Soon the boy began to open up and read along with the rest of the
group. "He went from failing spelling tests to making all A's. When you see these
kids improve, it makes you want to do more,” Juanita said.

Gordon Leopold
Habitat for Humanity, Fort Walten Beach
AmerniCorps* VISTA member Gordon Leopold developed a construction manual and

_ increased house production by 50 percent. Although Gordon finished his
;. AmenCorps*VISTA service, he continues to volunteer with the local Habitat for

Humanity affiliate as well as the Red Cross and other organizations,

Andrea Hafley
Palm Beach County Literacy Coalition, Inc., Delray Beach

" As a parent trainer for the Book Buddies Program at the Children's Home Society,
- Andrea created new reading readiness materials and spent many exira hours

H

searching for resources and referrals to assist her parent clients with their problems

- and needs. Andrea was responsible for'developing a parent-child group as well as

for establishing resource materials for future planning of the group, in order to

. ensure that the program continued after her term of service ends.




“Thig is o mpdet

partnership, The
niisston and vision af
the Chitdrens Home
Saciety and the
Corporation for
Nationat Service
ViNTAs are wory
compatible, and it is
exciting that theze
agencies join forces,
This parinership
demongirates
gollabaration of its
best”

Covernny Lawten
Chiles

e are prowd to
partner with the
Florida Commission
on Cammunity
Servige, Conmmunily
gervice i abput
making a differente
ong ifz of a time --
breaurse [ifiing one
person up Lifls us oll.”
Steve Manshae,
Regional Viee
FPresident, Atlstate
Insursnce Campany

AmeriCorps in FLORIDA
Member Profiles

Connie Epperson

Literacy Volunteers of Leon Count, Bristol

‘Seeing that the Bristo! library was filled each afternoon with students who had no
‘place to po because their parents were working, AmeriCorps*VISTA member
Connie Epperson organized a LATCH - KEY program which provides tutoring and
.mentoring services fo 72 students. Members of a Future Homemakers of America
'class from the local high school serve as tutors and mentors for the ¢hildren, Prior to
registering their children, parents must agree to attend one parenting workshop each
quarter, Topics include parenting, nutrition, and domestic violence.

Elizabeth Loventhal

Shalom Zone Youth Group Ecumenical Program for Urban and Rural Service
Coconut Grave

Elizabeth started a reading program that involved at-risk youth reading books for
one hour a night, three nights weekly. The youth took turns reading aloud, reviewed
vocabulary words and answered questions after each chapter. The students
expressed an interest in learning about the Holocaust. Elizabeth organized a visit for
the entire Shalom Zone Youth Group to the Holocaust Memonial in Miami. The
youth were amazed and awestruck as they looked at the wall with engraved nameg
of those who lost their lives in the Holocaust, The outing was a powerfut learning
experience for the youth and left a long lasting tmpression.

Jill Olen

Habiat for Humanity, Fort Pierce

AmeriCorps*VISTA member Jill Olen served with the Martin and St. Lucie county
affiliates. While involved with Project Coordination, Jill played a key role in
bringing 8t Lucie county into affiliate status. She was able to recruit, train and
develop a 20 member board of directors and establish an affiliate office. During her

time there, the affiliate completed 8 houses and relocated more than 20 people into
decent shelters.




AmeriCorps in FLORIDA

Contacts

po——

AmeriCorps was designed to help meet ¢ritical local needs of communities. Its
sponsors include national, state, and local nonprofit and faith-based organizations.
Programs represented in Florida include:

 AmeriCorps*State: Two-thirds of AmeriCorps grants are made by state
commissions on service appointed by the governor, For more information on
AmenCormps* State programs in Florida, contact Fred Sanguiliano at {904)
921-5172.

- AmeriCorps*National: Other assignments in Florida are made by national
non-profit prpanizations such as Habitat for Humanity, the American Red Cross,
Big Brothers/Big Sisters, Boys and Girls Clubs, some of which may operate in
Florida. For more information on AmeriCorps*Nationa!l programs in Florida,
contact Marlene Zakai at (202) 606-5000.

AmeriCorps*VISTA: For more than 30 years, AmeriCorps* VISTA members
have been serving disadvantaged commumities. The program increases the
capability of people o improve their lives. Members of AmenCorps*VISTA
work and live in the communities they serve, creating and strengtheaing programs
+ that continug afler they complete their service, For more information about

- AmeriCorps*VISTA in Florida, contact Michael Murphy at (407) 648-6117.

AmeriCorps*NCCC: A fildl-time residential service program, AmenCorps*
NCCC combines the best practices of civilian service with the best aspects of
military service. Members of AmeriCorps*NCCC work in teams on service
- projects that help children and youth, protect the environment, promote public
safety, and respond to natural disasters. Florida is served by the
AmeriCorps*NCCC campus based at Charleston, South Carolina. [n the past
year, AmeriCorps*NCCC teams have served on projects in Belle Glade, Daytona,
Deerfield Beach, Kissimmee, New Smyrna Beach, North Tampa, Ocala, Palatka,
Panama City, City of Parker, Port Orange, Tallahassee, West Palm Beach, and
many other cities. For more information about AmeriCorps*NCCC efforts in
Florida, contact Jeft Biel at (803) 743-8600.

AmeriCorps*Education Awards: In these programs, members serve and receive
education awards, while nonprofit sponsors provide most of the support for the
members’ vear of service. For more information about AmeriCorps*Education
Awards, contact Kerry Galea at (202) 606-5000.

AmeriCorps Promise Fellows: AmenCorps Promise Fellows will serve with
communily erganizations working to meet the goals set at the 1997 Presidents'
Summit for America’s Future 1o help at-risk youth get the resources they need to

succeed. For more information on AmeriCorps Promise Fellows, contact Henry
Hicks at (202) 606-5000.



AmeriCorps
in Florida

A —— —— —" -

Primary City Pragram Name Kumber of Members Program Type
Program Sponsor (if differenty

Apopka Farmiworksr Youth Empowerment Project i3 Ameriarpe® Natlons!
Office for Farmworker Minkstry 3

Bloanistown Calhoun County Public Library i Anmerilorps*VISTA

Brooksviile Mid-Floridas Community Services 5 AmeriCorps® VIS A

Brooksvilie Schoo! Board of Hemando County 5 Amerilorpst VISTA

Clearwater AIDS Coalition of Pineilas 3 Ameri{otpst VISTA

Delray Beach Literacy* AmeriCorps Palm Beach County 25 A eriCorps® Nalional
Falm Beach County Literacy Coalition

Florida City AmeriCorps Farm Share 16 AmeniCorps® Siaic
Farm Share ‘

Florida City AmeniGorps Youlh Prid 32 AmeriCorpss Siate
Centro Campesing

Fort Lauderdale AmeriCorps 100 South Florida 20 AmenCorps® Nations]

Fort Lauderdais AmeriCorps Fort Lauderdzale Reads 48 AmeriCorps® Sinle
Communities it Schiools in Braward County

Fort Pierce Children’s Home Seciety of Florida 1 AmeeeCarps VISTA

Bt Lauderdale Lega! Aid Servics of Broward County b1 AmeriLorps* VISTA

Ft, Lauderdale MNagh-Broward Community Development ] AmeriCorps* VISTA

Highland City United Way of Central Florida 3 ATerCorpss VISTR

Homestend Farm Share ] AmeriCorps* VISTA

Izcksonviiie AmeriCorps Jacksonville Urban Schools Infiative 21 Ameritorps* Siate
FZm‘:ida Community Collepe at jacksonville

Jpcksonville AmeriCorps NE Fi.A: Working To Make A Difterencs 20 AmeriCorps® state
Department of Children & Famities ~Iistrict 4

Jacksonviile Florida Otfice of the Attorney General 24 AmeriCorps*Slate
Office of the Attorney General

Jacksonviile Children's Home Scciety of Florida t AmertCorps* VISTA

Jacksonville Hahitat for Homanity International 7 Ameetorps* VISTA

Lake Mary Seminole Community Yolunteer Programs H AmeniCorps VISTA

Land (Jiakes Scheot Board of Pasce County i AmeriCorps* VISTA

Lane Kissunmee  Osceela County Council on Aging 3 AmeriCorps*VISTA

Miami Sun&mezbzidge Miami 13 AmcriCorps® Nafional

Miami Miami Habitat* AmenComps il AmeriCorps® National

Habitat for Humanity of Greater Miami

¥ 1f there are two program names listed within 2 single entry, the second is the spoasoring organization.
if there arr two identical progrmms with separate satries, they are different grants 1o the same organization.

I'This is an AmeriCorps*Edusation Awards Program.


http:florlda"t"1iT.'y,------,AiCm;;rp;;,;-y""ou"'iJjhPP,;1jA.de

AmeriCorps
in Florida

Primary City

Program Name
ngmm Sponsor (if different)

Number of Members

Program Type

Apopksa Farmwarker Youth Empowerment ?m}ect 15 AmeriCarps* National
Gffice for Farmsworker Ministry '

Bilounistown Calheun County Public Library 1G AmcriLorps VISTA

Brooksvilie Mid-Florida Community Services 5 AmeriCorps* VISTA

Brooksvitie School Board of Hernandp County 5 AmcriCorps® VISTA

Clearwaler ADS Cozlition of Pinellas 3 AmeriCorps® VISTA

{3eirey Reach Luteracy* AmeriCorps Palm Beack County 33 Amerilorps® National
Palm Beach County Literacy Coalition

Flortda City Amerilorps Farm Share H AmeriCorpsd Riaie
‘Fartn Share B

Fiorida City AmeriCorps Youth Pride py) AmeriLorps® Siaic
Centro Campesine

Fort Lauderdale AmeriCorps 100 South Florida 20 Amendarps® National

Fort Lauderdate AmesiCorps Fort Lauderdale Reads 43 AmeriCorps®* Siate
Cuinmmzizies in Sichoois in Broward County

Fart Plerce Children's Home Society of Florids i AmeriCorps* VISTA

Ft. Lauderdale Legat Aid Service of Broward County 2 AmeriCorps? VISTA

Ft. Lauderdale Noth-Broward Community Development ! Amen{arps* VISTA

Highland City United Way of Central Florida 5 AmeriLorps VISTA

Homestead "f:‘ar:m Share i AmeriCorps*VisTA

Jacksonville Children's Home Society of Florida i AmeriCorpstVISTA

Jacksonville Habitat for Humanity Interaational 7 Ameriorps VISTA

Jacksonvills Amerioorns Jacksonviile Lirban Schools initiative 21 AMEriCorpst Stdie
Florida Commuaity College at Jacksonville

Jacksonwville AmenCorps NE FLA: Working To Make A Difference 20 AmeriCorpss Sinig
Department of Children & Families —E3strict 4

Jacksoavilie Florida Office of the Attorney General 24 AmzriCotpst GIate
Office of the Attorney General

Lake Mary Seminofe Community Volunieer Programs i ATeriCorpss VISTA

Land O'lakes Scheol Board of Pasco County i6 AmeriCorps* VISTA

Lane Kfssimmee Oscesla County Council on Aging % AmeriCorps* VISTA

Mizmi Summerbridge Mizmi 13 AmeriCorps® Mational

Miami Best Baddies fnternational 6 Ameni{orps*VISTA

Miami Dade County Pablic Schools i AmenCorps* VISTA

Miamu MBDCC Center for Community [nvelvenient 7 AmeriCorps* VISTA

"1f there are two program pames listed within a single entry, the secend is the sponsoring organization,
If there are two identical programs with separate entries, they are different prants to the same organization,

! Thig is an AmeriCorps* Education Awards Program.



AmeriCorps
‘ in Florida

Primary City Frogram Name Number of Members Progyam Type
Program Sponsor {(if different)

Miami Nazh-Comillus House i AmeriCaerps*VISTA

Mian Miami Habilat® AmeriCorps 10, AmeriCorps® Naiional
Habiim for Humanity of Greater Mismi

Miam National Rapid Response Corps 10 AmeriCorps® Nations]
American National Red Cross « Miami

Miami Ready! Set! Grow! 58 AmeriCorps® STate
Miami-Dade Community College

Miami Shalom Interfaith Outreach Network 7 28 AmoriCarps® National
E?Rﬁgmmeri{:wps Cutreach Network

Mimmi Urban Education Service Corps- Miami Dade 20 AmeriCorps* National
Florida International University

Miam Shores Amerl.orps Barry University 18 AmeriCorps¥Siale

Academy for Better Communities -Barry University Schoel

Milton Santa Rosa County Scheol Board 3 Amenlorps VISTA

Niceville Americorps QWL ki) AmeriLarps® Siale
Okataosa Waiton Community College

North 8t Patersburg  S¢. Petersburg Police Deportmment 8 AmenCorps* ViSTA

Qcala Ameriorps Homelessness Resource Project ¥ AmertCorps*Sinte
Volunteer Service Bureau of Manion County

Urlando University of Central Florida 1 Amerilorps* VISTA

Orlando AmeriCorps UCF 20 AmeniCorps*seate
Uﬁiw:rsity of Central Florida

Orlando Athletes i Seeviee 1o America 3] AmeriCorps® National
University of Central Florida

Palm Brach Patmn Beach LISC AmeriComs 18 AmeriCotps® Nallong]

Panama City Early Childhond Services ] Amerilorps”® National

Quincy Aézzeri(‘:e:ps {xadsden Reads 33 AmeriCorps*Siate

1 The School Board of Gadsen County

Sanford Centrat Florida Legal Services 3 AmenCorps® VISTA

Sarasota Volunteer Center of Sarasota & AmeriCorpss VISTA

i, Petersburg St. Petersburg Junior College 44 AmeriCorps®taie

St Petessburg Ameniomps Hi-Five 24 Amerilorps® Siais
Eckerd Family Youth Aliernatives

St, Petershurg Career Options of Pinelies, Inc 25 AmertCorps® Natinnal

YouthBuild 8¢ Petershurg

*1f there are two program names listed within a single entry, the second is the sponsoring organization.
3 there are two identical programs with separate entries, they are different grants to the same srganization.

*This s an AmeriCorps*Education Awards Prograns.
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Primary City Program Name Number of Members Progeam Tyse
Program Spoasor {if dilferent)!

St. Petershurg People Achieving Self Sufficiency 20 AmeriCorps*Siate
Department of Children and Families 12 § PASS E

Statewide Foumenical Program for Urban Bervics {EPRUS) 50 AmenCerps* National

Statewide AmetiCarps Promise Fellowships Demonsiration Program i Amenilorps Promise Fellows

Statewide Flerida Reads Statewide Initiative 280 AmeniCorps*diate

Tallahassee United Way of the Big Bend 40 AmeriCarps®State

Taliahassee American Red Cross/Capital Area Chapter P4 AmeniCorps?VISTA

Tallahassee Elder Care Services 7 AmMcriCorpat VISTA

Tallahassee Florida Deptartment of Children & Families 7 AmeniCorps® VISTA

Tallahassea Florids Department of Corrections 13 AmeriCorps* VISTA

Taflahsssee Fiorida Department of Elder Affairs 2 AmeriCorps* VISTA

Tallahossee Florida Depantment of Juvenile Justice 14 AmeriCorps* VISTA

Yallahasses Florida Rural Development Councll 22 AmeriCorps*VIR1A

Taliahassee Literacy Volunteer of Leon County 8 AmeniCorps*VISTA

Tatlahassee AmeriCorps Elderserve 48 AmeriCorps®Stule
Flotida Department of Elder Affairs - Comp

Tallahassee AmeriCorps Elderserve 30 AmeriCorps*Sinte

" Florida Department of Elder A{fairs
Tallahassee AmenCorps Florida State Parks 74 AmeriCorps® Siate
. DEP, Division of Parks and Recreation

Tanga Mayor's B, Program - Netional Recycling Coalition ! AmeriCerps® VISTA

Tampa AmeniCorps ArstISEF 24 AmecriCorps® State
College of Fine Ans, Usiversity of South Florida

Tampa AmeriCorps Hilisborough Reads 168 AmeriCorps® Staie
Hillsborough Education Foundstion

Tampa Natsonal Farmworker Environmental Education Prog. & TAMEriCorps’ Wationsl
Fiorida Dept. of Ed. Aduit Migrant Program and Services

Taveres Partners For Success i3 AmeriCorps*State
Lake County Board of Conmissioners

Verg Beach Youth Volunteer Comps i AmeriCorps® National

. Volunteer Action Center
West Palm Beach AmeniCorps Weed & Seed 20 AmEriLorps? SIRLe

Paim Beach Board of County Commissioners

H

*{f there are two program names listed within a gingle entry, the second is the speasoring crganization.
If there are two identicat programs with separate entries, they are different grants 1o the same crganiustion.

*This is an Amcriﬂomsfﬁduaatien Awards Program,
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ANTICIPATING OPPOSITION

As more peo}zifz have been in AmeriCorps and more organizations have come to
find AmeriCorps 2 valuable resource, our adversaries have looked to other
potential weaknesses. This is a catalog of the issues on which AmeriCorps’
detractors have focused.

Management issues

= auditability of books

=> weak management practices- procurement, record-keeping, Y2K
=> insufficient monitoring of grants

=> staff size- the Corporation 1s too large for what we do

Old controversies

=> Investigation of Partnership
=> Acorn Housing grant
=+ Michael Woo question- keeping political appointees on staff

Cost issues

= ¢O8t per member

=% cost (size) of Corporation
=> spending on public relations
= attrition

Policy Questions

=» paid volunteering

= not a good way to pay for college- Pell Grants are better

=> utilization rate for education awards

=¥ interfere with military recruiting

=> specific policy controversies~ “abortion clinics,” condom distribution,
needle-exchange programs
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Yaday's debate: ?uhi:c samae

Program 5 purpose is service

AmenC(nps COMeES up short

m Modeled after G.L
Bill, costly pro-

gram's scholarships underused,

When AmetiCorps was created iy 1993, s
supporters predivted it would do for communi.
ty volumteerisen what 2 voluntesy foree does
for the military — popularize national service.

Whats more, AmeriCorps’  edusationa]
benefits were touted as 2 (L1 Bill for the pub-
lie sevtor —— grants that woudd wm college into
a reality for a people whe otherwise wouldn®
have access 1o higher education,

Five later, AmeriCorps is making

- ouch of the fact that the federal service comps
hus Just swarn in mensher number 106,000,
mm,mcfﬁmeﬁmrps’mw
val eongressional critics have shifted their st
tention elsewhers, Afler a hatf-hearted attexypt
to Kill off the Congress increased
AmeriCorps” annual budget 1o $436 million.

But AmeriCorps still i3 falling short of its
grchitests” vigion,

The idea of citizens soldier has vet 10 catch
fire with the public. AmeriCorps membeis du-

tifully perform public-service activities rang- |

ing from park eleamups to tutoring in 1,200
communities, Vit the Tshinted brigade is most
well known nationally as the youthfil back-
crop for White House phote aps.

- More importantly, the progiam has yet o

serve zs an effective magoet for attrseting &'

new breed of ¢ollege student. On average, only
slightly more than half of the program’s gradv-

ates nse their $4,725 education grants, And
two-fhirde of its mershwers already were attend-
ing college or holding degrees.

AmerComps officials predict the number of
college-bound participants will incresse, since
the education awzrds are good for seven years.
Even so, when it comes tor expanding educa-
tional gpportunities, Ammﬂfimps doesn't come
pare 0 the GL hill model. About 80% <f
World War I veterans used the educational
benefits, though the current use is Jower,

Unfortumately, even AmeriCorps” limited
mission imvoives substantial costs. LUnder an
agreement with Sen Charles CGresgdey Ro
Ivws, AmeriCorps has promised to cut per
participart costs from & muchcriticized
$18,000 in 1996 to $15,000 in 1999,

Plenty of explanations are offered for

AmeriCorps’ problems. Supporiers contend

the pared-down program approved by Con-
gress denied AmeriCorps the chance to be ag
successful as Prestdent Clinton envisioned,

Meanwhile, critfcs claim that the acdminis.
tration has needlessly politicized AmenCorps
by using ifx zzmbcm as cheerleaders for pet
education and environmenial programs.

Both charges have merit And token togeth-
er, thay help sxplain why AmeriComs doesnt
measure up to the miitry-service moded it
was designed to emulate.

Untd 8 can muster bipartisan support and
nationa! epthusisem, AmeriCorps won't fulfill
its original mission. And the nation wil) be left
with an expensive way of cumbining public
works and college scholarships.

ANOTHER VIEW - [fveg

Corps s0 more can use funds.

By Harrls Wotford

Since 1994, more an 100,000 Ameris
Corps members have pledged “t0 get things
done for Ameriea”

They have taught, tutored and mentored
more than 2.7 million ehildren; recruited and
trained neardy 2 million volunteers; helped
make thousands of schools and neighborhoods
safer; mﬁdmwmzdzmmwmgmmw
nation’s hard-pressed communitiss,

Together, thuse AmenCmps members huve
eamed $250 million in education awards
{34,725 for a year of service). They have seven
yeats {0 use their vouchers to pay for college,
and almost 0% of AmeriCorps' first graduat
ing class already have used thedr awards, Une
der the current (.1 Bill, by contrast, roughly

- half of those eligible use thedr awards,

Like the armed forces, the purpose of
AmenCorps is service, not scholarships. Like
the £3.1. Bill, the AmeniCorps éducation sward
wmmnmtwﬁzmmhmseweéﬁmw

country. Should AmerCorps open the doorsto

college even wider? Yes. The way fo do this is
to expand AmeriCorps.

ﬁmdmmuonandmzyom&usm
visioned AmedCorps 88 2 way © help ke
dmdsof‘thmnd&ofyoungmwtha&
sountry ard pay for college,

Congress decided to start srall — with
Zaﬁi}ﬂﬁmm{:o{ps fons in the frst yeat
Thanks to mmjmm tonal funding,
this yeer more than 40,000 will serve with
AmeriCorps. § hope Congress will contine &
increase the gumber, 5o far more young people
have this opportunity.

AmeriCorps is built on the principle of recic

procity and mutual obligation, It asks young

peopls 1 give something Back to the commu.
uity in exchange for help with college.

As an Asmy Adr Corps World War I vetse-
an who went {0 college on the GL Bill, I'm
gladmswzﬁazkm&ofoppmmzy oifered —
on a growing scale — 1o the new patriots on
&zﬁmﬁummm ﬂacﬁm(:orps
cndl to swrvice.

Harris Bofford is the CEO of the Corpara-
tion for Natignal Service.
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CITIZENS AGAIN ST GOVERNMENT WASTE

Emzcns Agamst Govmmmt Wastc (C&GW} isa przvazc mnpmﬁz. zmgzarnsan

organization dedicated to cdtzcatmg the Amem:azx publzc a'om.z: waste, mzmzamgemcm,
a:xi mcﬂiczaﬁcy in tht: federal | gcvcmmcnt,

- CAGW was founé::zi in 1984 by 1 “sz Gm and manallrsyndzcatcd columnist Jack
Anderson 1o build public support for ixzxp%:menmuou of the Grace Commission :

recommendations and other waste-cutting pmgmsals Since ity inception, CAGW has -

bean at the f&mfrtfm of the fight for. cﬁ':cnmcy economy, and accnmmhﬁzty in’
g{}vcm:ment ' .

CAGW hasa nauanai mambcrs}:up Qf more ﬂ:lan 600 {x}%} Smcc 1986, CAGW and its
" members have helped save Gxpayers more than $596 billion. -

CAGW. publishes a quarw:iy rwmietter. Gz;wmmem WasteWatch, and pmézzces special |

reports, monogzaphs and television documentaries examining government waste and
wimz citizens can do ta stop it. '

CAGW is ciass;ficd asa Sm&n 501 (cX3) crgmuon under the Internal Revenue Code |

of 1954 and is recognized as a publicly-supported organization described in Section
509(2)1) and 1 70(b}(AXvi)of the csde. Individuals, corporations, companies,
‘associntions, and foundations are eligible to support the work of CAGW through tax-
deductible gtﬁs x

, Thomas A. Sahatz, President
’Le:she K. Paige, Senior Vice President
for Polggzy a:zd Commzzmcaz:ar_zs

szas Agaz:zst Government Waste’
1301 Connecticut Avenue; NW .-
Suite 400 |
Washington, DC 20036
. Phone: (202) 467-5300
.. Intemct Address: www.cagw.org
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AMERICORPS THE PITIFUL
An Investigative Report from Citizens Against Government Waste

Ihtraductiazz

In 1992, presidential candidate Bill Clinton pledged he would renew the spinit of
community service by creating a program to promote voluntestism on the part of
high school and college students. What he didn't say is when educational awards,
Hving stipends, and administrative costs were factored in, his AmeriCorps
program would cost an average of $27,000 annually per “voluntzer.”

Althought the president claims that ArneriCorps voluntesrs are “dawg work that
w:m't get done any other way,” volunteer and charitabie activity is, in fact,
flourishing among college students across the country. In reality, instead of an
army of seifiess do-gooders envisioned by the president, AmeriCorps recruits
have become just another layer of taxpayer-subsidized bureaucrats, working in
povernment agencies or mimicking the work of lobbvists and political organizers
for agenda-driven community organizations.,

Amchorps teaek record of imbuing students with & sense of “opportunity and
responsibility” zs dismal, Nearly 40 pew:nt of AmeriCorps employees drop out
of the program.' Meanwhile, the program’s budget has doubled, from $217
million in 1994 o $438.5 million for fiscal year 1999,

i

The Genesis of AmeriCorps

AmenCorps, which was heralded as 2 domestic version of the Peace Corps, is the
largest national and community “sarvice” program. since the Civilian
Conservation Corps of the 1930s. Its parent organization, the Corporation for
Na:zaaa.l Sorvice (CNS), was created in 1993 to adoxinister several federal service
grent programs, including AmeriCorps. The program has three statutory goals: to
sdvance youth volunteerisa to use volunteers to address pressing community
problems; and {0 leverage private sector financial support using CNS grants as
seed money. These goals are supposcdly achieved by giving volunteers an
“educational sward™ to help pay for college or pay off student loans. Thus,

AmeriCorps helps those students who would normally not be sble 10 afford
college wition.

ArmeriCorps is open to young adults who are at lsast 17 years of ape, and who
have earned & high school diploma {or the equivalent) or will eam it during their

* Kenneth Welasteln, “Time o End the Troubled AmeriCorps Program.” (“Weinstein®),

Govarnment Integrity Project Report No.13, The Heritage Foundation. Washington, D.C.. May 22,
1987.p. 3.
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AmeriCorps tenure. AmeriCorps recruits who fulfill their end of the bargain can
earn an award of $4,725 for their college cducation. They eam the full amount in
exchange for full-time service and half of that amount for part-time service. A
minimum of 1,700 hours of service within a year, or 10 months of work, is
required to carn the full $4,725 award. In addition to the educational award, full-
time participants receive a living allowance stipend that ranges between $7,640

and $15,280 annually, as well as other benefits, including health insurance and
child care.!

Withered IVolunteerism

The most obvious and striking anomaly about AmeriCorps is that, despite all the
grand rhetoric, it is not a volunteer program at all. Rather, it recruits college-age
students for paid positions and then uses taxpayers dollars to subsidize the
organizations and agencies that hire these recruits. Organizations that would like
to be certified as AmeriCorps sites must submit proposals and compete to be
selected by state commissions. In 1998, according to the General Accounting
Office (GAO), there were more than 400 centified AmeriCorps sites.’ Until 1996,
other taxpayer-funded federal agencies, such as the National Endowment for the
Arts and the Department of Energy could qualify as AmeriCorps sites. In this
scenario, federally funded agencies and departments hire unskilled., entry-level
workers from another federally funded agency and call it “volunteerism.”

The% recruits hired by AmeriCorps cost taxpayers a bundle. An August 1995 GAO
audit of 93 AmeriCorps grantees found that “programs operated by nonprofit,
state, and local agencies received about $25,800 in cash and in-kind contributions
per participant. . . in contrast to $31,000 for federal agency prantees.™

Current AmeriCorps Director Harris Wofford argues that AmeriCorps is
necessery because people are volunteering less and that most of their volunteer
work consists of baby-sitting or singing in a church choir. Thus, reasons
Woffard, if the nation wants to give local groups more control over important

community functions and activitics, taxpayers should pay volunteers to strengthen
those organizations.

There arc several problems with this argument. First, Wofford argues that civic
enterprises are flagging, and sccond, he asserts that the reason for this

2 |1.S. General Accounting Office (GAQ), National Service Programs: AmeniCorps USA - Early
Program Resource and Benefit information CAmerniCorps USA Report’), (GAO/MEHS-85-222),
Aug. 28, 1995, p. 4.

3 GAO, National Service Programs: Role of State Commissions in Implementing the AmeriCorps
Program (*State Commissions Report”). (SGAO/HEHS-97-49), Feb. 20, 1997, p. 7.

¢ GAO, U.S. National Service Programs: Status of AmerCorps Reform Efforts (Correspondence),
(HEHS-87-188R), Sept. 3, 1897, pp. 2-3.

¥ GAO, AmenCorps USA Repert, p. 8.
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phenomenon is the pausity of volunteers, However, the facts coptradict him on
both points.

The volunteer sector in the United States is fundamentally robust. According to a
biennial survey by Independent Sector, 2 Washington-based nonprofit group that
monitors voluntecrism, almost 93 million Americans put in 8 combined 203
billion hours of community servico in 1995, This is up from 89.2 million
voluntsers who offercd 19.7 billion hours of servies in 1993.% Campus-based
student volunteer groups are expanding, and more schools are encouraging
studaars to volunteer by broadening their regular curricula to include service
jobs.” Americans spend an average of more than 4 hours o week working in soup
kitchens, tutoting, and building low-income housing, for sxample.

By camparison, 20,000 AraeriCorps volunteers are & relatively insignificant
porton of the overall volunteer picture. Critics say that efforts such as baby-
sitting and bake sales should not be counted as voluntsering, but who ts o decide
what constitutes volumeenism? The beaury of traditionally understood
voluntzerism is that it flourishes outside the purview of any reporting and

regulatory apparatus and is not required to meet any government’s definition of
comrunity service.

In addition to its inherent contradictions, AmeniCorps is not 2 transparent
program. Program recruits do not receive money directly. Instead, funds flow
through multiple layers, first to the groups setected by state commissions, and
then, in many cases, further downstrearn to subgrantees, and lastly to the recruits.
Although it can be argued that many of the AmeriCorps sites are engaged in
raditional charitable work, many of the groups and organizations who take on
AmeriCorps recruits are political in nature, governmental in origin, and national
in scope. Indeed, thousands of taxpayer-financed AmeriCorps recruits were
assigned o work for political advocacy nrganizations that either were heavily
dependent upon federal funding or had missions to agitate for incrensed federal
spending: '

s The Los Angeles Times reponted thnt, in 1994, AmeriCorps funded a project

that gsed the program’s recruits to protest legislation designed to put violent
criminals in prison for life after a third violent crime.

* Caro! Horowitz, “Paylng Amercans to Volunteer," Invostors Susinass Dally, May 8, 1887, p. AL

¥ Mary Jordan, “Het Courses on Carnpus: Volunteerism 101, The Washingfon Fost, Mar. 2, 1992,
p& ﬂ’ 4

* Don Feeder, *Kill AmeriCormps Before (U's Too Late,” The Boston Hersld, Sept. 18. 1995, p. 25.
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In 1995, AmeriCorps gave a large grant to &n advocacy group called ACORN
{Association for Community Organizations for Reform Now). AmeriCorps
recruits were assigaed to lobby for legisiation, collect dues, register voters,
and participate in political demonstrations. After its activities came under
serutiny by AmeriCorps’ own Inspector General, the ACORN Housing
Corporation was forced to return a 1.1 million grant?

Although federal agencies can no longer receive AmeriCorps grants, local
subgrantees of federal agencies can still qualify as AmeriCorps sites, Inthe
past, Ameri€orps recruits have boen tasked to the Department of Justice, the
Environmental Protection Agency, the Legal Services Corporation, and the

National Endowment for the Arts. AmeriCorps placed nearly 3,000 of its first
20,000 recruits i such federa! sgencies.'

AmenCorps funding was touted as an ensbling mechanism to increase private
volunteer activity. According to President Clinton:

While the federal govermnment will provide seed money for nations] serviee,
we are determined that the 'paxmipzms - the individuais who serve the
groups that sponsor their service — will guide the process, Spending tens of

millions of tax dollars to build 2 massive burcaucracy would be seif
defeating,

Yet SIS percent of AmeriCorps funding continues to come from the taxpayer. A
GAQ report found that in 1994-95, wtal resources available per AmeriCorps
participant averaged $26,654, of which ahout $17,000 came from AmeriCorps.
$3,200 from other federal sources, and $4,000 from stte and local governments.
The remaining amount ~—roughly $1,800, a mesger one percent ~—— came from the
private sector.'? Furtber, AmeriCorps recrmits cannot cloim to atract volunteers
for the organizations they work for, A study of the program for the Independent

Sector found that the prosence of AmeriCorps recruirs cresied only a “3.5 percent
hwzgase in hours volunisered by genuine volunteers.™”

* Jason Lewis, “For the 8ood of the Taxpayer, Unload Pricey AmeriCarps Volunteers,” Star
Tribune Newspaper of the Twin Ciigs Mpis-SLPaul, Aixg. 7, 1895, p, T1A,

> Weinsteln, p. 4.

Y President Ei?l Clinton, *National Setvice « Now,* The New York Times, Feb, 28,1893,

2 BAD, National Service Programs: AmeniCarps USA - Early Program Resource and Benefit
{nformstion, Testimony by Linda Morra, Director, Education and Empioyment Issues, Before the
Oversight ang investigations Subsommittes, House Camm on Economic and Educational
Opportunities, Washimgion, D.C,, Oct 17, 1835,

Y John Messar, “Dispatitics Between Nations! Seqvice Ouﬁwm& Measure and Goals. Core

Susquehanna AmerCorps: A Case Study,” 1997 fadependent Sacfor Spring Research Forum,
Alexandriz, VA, 1897, cited in Weinstein, p. 8.

ooy
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That fipure should come as no surprise since nearly half of the AmeriCorps
recruits either quit or are fired from their paid positions before theic year long
term is up. The GAQ discerned a roubling pattern of recruits being fired asa
result of chronic tnuancy and criminal activides, including felonies. Some quit
midstream for other jobs, which is ironic because AmeriCorps is supposed 16
awaken a sense of duty and commupity responsibility in its volunteers. ™

And the president’s vision of helping recruits attend college has also not
materialized. Though AmeriCorps was supposed to help young people pay for
coliege in exchange for community service, only 54 percent of those cligible for
educational awards have actoally used them.” In Deag Moiges, lows, *neatly one
in five AmeriCorps workers. . .already has a college degree and more than halfin
the program are 26 or older,”* Confrary to the siins of the program it seems
many AmeriCorps members cither ere not planning to antend college or are not
college graduares saddicd with student ipans. In form and substance, AmeriCorps
hag became 2 public jobs program.

Qoos

Rotten to the AmeriCorps: Persistent Waste and Abuse

Not only is AmeriCorps ineffective, it also westes a lot of moncy in the process of
failing to achieve its mission. Examples from two recent studies of locat
&me:}@arps programs demonstrate how mismanagement and waste have run
rampam:

* ’Z'hc Casa Verde Builders Program, a Tcmnbascd site where recruits help
build energy efficient homes, was awarded a §2.§ miliion AmeriCorps grant.
Only 23 of the 64 AmeriCorps recruits assigned to Casa Verde completed
their tour, yet Casa Verds was able to kesp its entire grant. The nitimate
estimated cOst to taxpayers per participant was more than $100,000. ¥

. Thc Educational Conservation Corps (ECC), in which participants work to
help improve water quality and thereby increase the salmon population, got a
$1.7 million grant. Of the 97 AmenCorps recnits tasked to the ECC, only 20
used their education awsrds, The cost to taxpayers was $86,000 per recruit in
edministrative costs, plos the £4,725 pee recruit in individual educational
awards." The ECC pocketed the difference.

* GAD, Nationiat Service Programs: Enraliment and Educaiion Award Data on Salected
AmeriComs Wc)‘m Suppiemantal AmeddCorps Project Data (8-278474}, Mar, 18.1997.
¥ GAD. State Commissions Report, p. 12

* Mary Hill, “Too Many Insiders Getting AmeriCorps Jobs?™ Des Moiney Reygister, Feb. 2, 1996,
p. 1.

¥ Annys m “The Value of Servics,” National Journal, June 1, 1997, p. 4,
B 340, Stats Comrissions Report, p. 22.
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Despite several aundits of AmeriCorps” books by the GAQ and the CNS’s owm
Inspector General, its financial records were pronounced “unsuditable ™ And the
CONS itself has been riddled with mismanagement and financial abuses. The
accounting firm Arthur Andersen. found that the CNS s “internal controls were not
axiequme for an independent auditor o perform an effective and efficient financial

smtmwt audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards for fiscal
years 1954 and 1995."% &ud:mrs came 1o the same conclusion in 1996,

Reading for Funding and Profit

Despite the litany of failures and abuses, AmeriCorps not only survives, it thrives.
The Clinton White House apparently regards the program as part of its legacy and
has fought long and hard to protect it from budget hawks, Forachance 1o livero

see another fiscal year, AmeriCorps officials have not only repeatedly promised 1o

improve the management of the program, but have also tried to morph themselves.
into a literacy program.

At the President’s Summit for America’s Future, held in Philadelphia in April
1997, President Clinton announced his goal of putting one million volunteer
literacy tutors in public schools around the nation. The president, who recognized
an oppommx:y to capitalize upon a popular political issue and give the
AmeriCorps program z new raison d'&tre at the same time, agked college

presidents to convert federal work-study (FWV5) slots imo AmenCorps positions
for his new initiative, America Reads.

This sort of bureaucratic mission creep is a hackneyed but refiable wool for
bureaucrats and politicians seeking to sustain funding for government programs
that have failed or outlived their usefulness. It will help blur the distinetion

between AmeriCorps and the widely used and highly popular FWS program on
cotlcge campuses.

In the FWS program, students are atlowed to perform on- and off-campus jobs at
an hourly rate that is higher than minimum wage. Federal funds are funneled
through the university to subsidize employers. The FWS program receives 75
pereent of its funding from the federal government and universitics kick in the
remaining 25 percent. Under the president’s new America Reads initiative, all
FWS slots devoted 10 America Reads would be fully funded by the federal

govemment.

{deally, Amcrica Reads was supposed to mobilize 2 citizen snmy of reading
volunteers 1o help ensure that ali children could read at their grade level by eight

W John Walters. “Truly, Madly, AmenCarps, . .and Bill Clinton's Money PIL® The %shksgfm
Tirngs, Mar, 22. 1896, p. A21,

® Corporation for National Service, Office of the inspactor General, Report 87-08, Bec. 8, 1896,

1 1
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years of age. President Clinton asked for a $2.5 billion increase in AmeriCorps
spending over three years 1o fimd this prograra. Though Congress cut this request
sharply (1o $200 million over thres years), the White House is still moving ahead
with plans to merge FWE and AmeriCorps into America Reads. In this way,
AmeriCorps money would begin 1o flow into an evea wider pool of recipients
{colleges and unjversities), thus broadening the program’s constituency and
political support, making its cradication more difficult.

In 1997, the ONS sent a memaozandum to colleges with tips on bow to facilitets

the integration of “FWS participants into pations| service programs supported by

the Corporation for Natiooal Szrvice.” [tnoted that colleges can use up to 10

percent of FWS monesy to support AmeriCorps and other national sayvice
programs and that, in s, AmeriCorps money can be spent 16 “support campus

based community service programs that include FWS smd::n:smpamcim“"

However, flooding elementary schools with reading volunteers, most of whom
have not yet gradusied from college and are untutored in the intricacies of reading
pedagogy, may acually be counterproductive.  Recent testimony and articles by
G. Reid Lyon, Ph)., director of the Nationa! Tnstitne of Child Health and

Development, make it clear that tutors unschooled in reading techniques will not
stern the tide of children's illiterasy:

The need for informed instruction for the millions of children with
insufficient reading skills is an increasingly urgent problem. Unfortunately,
several recont studies and surveys of teacher knowladge about reading
development and ifficelties indicste that many seachers are
to teach reading. . (At present, motivated teachers are ofien left on their own
to obtain specific skills in teaching phonemic awareness, phonics, spelling,
reading fluency, and compretension by secking out workshops or
specialized instruction manuals, Many teachers report that they are tied to
“packaged” resding programs, regardless of the quality of the programs or
their usefulness for all children, because they do rot understand the reading
mmflcwwmdmmwmmdw
mxmimaf strategies Jor different children. Thus the reguirements that a

studemt may be expected 10 satisfy for a college degree may bear Hitle
relationship tothe requirement for a teaching certificate 32

3 “america Reads: Notional Servies and Federal Work Study Working Together,” Memorandum,
Corporation for Mational Service, Feb. 1897,

% Statement of G. Reld Lyon, Ph.D., acging chief. Chils Development and Behaviar Branch,
National institute of Child Health and Human Servive Development, National institutes of Haalth,
Before e Committee on Edusation and the Workforce, 1LS. House of Representatives,
washington, 0C. July 10, 1997 {emphasis added),
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Conclusion

AmeriCorps was hatled by President Clinton as a catalyst for steengthening
community service aad youth volunteerism. Instead, it stands es the antithesis to
this idea by inviting nonprofit organizations to hold their hands out to the federal
govemment for help and advancing the notion that voluntweers should be paid with
taxpayer doflars. It has redefined volunteering as a compensated activity.

AmeriCorps has become a showease for the waste, abuse and cynical political
manipulation inherent in many federally subsidized civic enterprises. Paying a
stipand to these high school and college-age volunteers demeans the efforts of
thousands of other young adults who voluntesr simply becanse they care, Indeed,
ArneriCorps recruits, nsarly 40 percent of whom drop out of the program, have
failed to catch the volunteer “spirit,” despite getting paid for their work, Noris
there the slightest evidence that the program has infected others with the volunteer
“bug.” AmeriCorps is the no-show job of the sew millennium.

In the private voluntary organizations of America, such bloated overhead,
inappropriate diversion of fimds, and persistently inauditable books would be
grounds for the dismissal of executives, the overhaul of the goveming board,
management shakeups, and possibly an IRS audit. Yet, under the not-so-watchfit
eye of the Clinton Adminisitation, not only have mismanagement and abuse gone
uncured, but these practices have been rewarded with budget increases,
underwritten with the inveluntary contributions of taxpayers.

Becanse AmenCorps has failed to fulfill its mission or manage its books
successfully, it continues to exist now only because of the Clinton Administration
and its proponents in Congress. AmeriCorps, which was supposed to encourage
voluntesrism in the private secior, is now being reconstituted into a literscy
program. This will do nothing o raisc literacy scores, but is sure 1o furnish the
president with & plethora of rotsing sound bites and touching pheto opportumities.

In the final anelysis, AmeriCorps is onc of the most expensive and jongest
running political commercials in history. Taxpayers, and especially the 90 millien
American volunteets who give of themselves to important causes without
government help, deserve better.

!



i Comments by Géneral Colin Powell at the
South Carolina Promise Summit
October 28, 1998

“...1 kept seeing all these things and [ kept trying to figure out how I couid
do something about it, how I could serve my country in a new way. And
that's when President Clinton and President Bush asked me to chair the
Presidents’ Summit on America’s Future in Philadelphia in April of 1997,
and to work with great leaders who were going to be partners in that summit
such as Harris Wofford, a man who has given so many years of service to
his pation. And earlier this week in a program a lot of people thought was
not going to work, the CorE(sratien for National Service, and especially
AmeriCorps; the 100,000" AmeriCorps volunteer was sworn in this week
and now everybody knows that program works. That program is terrific as
are the other programs that are under Harris Wofford's supervision, and he
was going to be my partner...”



CORPORATION FOR NATIONAL SERVICE

RECENT EDITORIALS ON AMERICORPS

| “CORPS’ CONSISTENCY”

*AmeriCorps is like the GI Bill: It rewards public service with educational opportunity.
Some 40,000 volunteers, including more than 400 in Kentucky, are giving a year's
service to non-profit groups such as the Boys and Girls Clubs, the American Red Cross
and faith-based groups. They’re tutoring, mentoring and building homes for the poor.
AmeriCorps 1sn’t one of those top-down federal inttiatives... it’s a real collaboration
with the states.... That explains why it is so popular among governors of both parties....
If it can survive, AmeriCorps may well become another Head Start, which eventually

wOon over its enemies — 80 much o that it's hard to recall that it ever had enemies.”
THE COURIER-JOURNAL, Louisville, Kentucky, October 3, 1998

“LET AMERICORPS SERVE”

“Critics of AmeriCorps are once again trying to dismantle it... But AmeriCorps, which
enters its fifth year this month, has delivered impressive results....Its success in
awakening a new generation to community-oriented values is sufficient to justify its
continuation, Many participants say the experience has had a tremendous impact on
them, and affected their choice of career.... The Senate has voted to continue the $428
million program; its wisdom should prevail.”

PROVIDENCE JOQOURNAL, Providence, Rhode Island, September 27, 1998

“PUNISHING AMERICORPS”
“AmeriCorps members perform a host of needed tasks to help strengthen communities,
providing tutoring and mentoring for thousands of at-risk children, for example, and
working with local non-profit groups to restore blighted neighborhoods and clean up
the environment....AmeriCorps can show tangible accomplishments in all 50 states and

has earned renewal without a messy and demoralizing fight.”
THE NEW. YORK TIMES, New York, New York, September 21, 1998




“SAVAGING SERVICE: WHY IS CONGRESS STALLING
l‘ ON EXTENDING AMERICORPS?”

“As this nation faces social and economic change, the value of maintaining a strong
ethic toward voluntarism in our communities is great. Congress should develop its own
ethic of providi:ng quick and hearty support every year for AmeriCorps and the

Corporation for National Service.”
PITTSBURGH POST-GAZETTE, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, August 27, 1998

“AMERICORPS: USE NATIONAL SERVICE PROGRAM TO
REVITALIZE PENINSULA”

“Rather than let' houses and buildings in old, established cities decay, a worthy effort is
having youth and adults do renovations, then reward them with funds to finance their
college or vocational education....Let AmeriCorps spread to spaces in need of

.xe s | . . e
revitalization and to people seeking education and training.
DAILY PRESS, Newport News, Virginia, August 21, 1998

i

“SAVE AMERICORPS”

“Critics of AmeriCorps claim that it is another effort by Big Brother to control local
communities. That argument is specious. States and localities choose who serves in
the corps, and most projects are home-grown....It would be tragic if the program feil

victim to political squabbles when there is money to pay for it and the need remains.”
THE HARTFORD COURANT, Hartford, Connecticut, August 14, 1998

|

“JETTISON AMERICORPS? NO, EXPAND IT”

“Many older Americans grouse about the supposed lack of work ethic and commitment
to the broader society by today’s younger generation. Conservatives, especially, detect
a deterioration in family values. How could anyone who takes those as givens in good

conscience oppose AmeriCorps? Don’t just save this treasure: Expand it.”
PHILADELPHIA DAILY NEWS, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, July 29, 1998




“AMERICORPS: NATIONAL SERVICE
PROGRAM SEEKS RENEWAL”

“...as Congress considers reauthorizing and funding [AmeriCorps] for the next year, the
debate should stick to the questions of whether the program fills a need and [does] so
cost-effectively....Against this, a program such as AmeriCorps that can marshal

impressive statistics in support of lofty goals has a natural advantage.”
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH, Columbus, Ohio, July 28, 1998

“SLASHING AMERICORPS BUDGET
WOULD HAVE LOCAL CONSEQUENCES”

“It is hard to understand the opposition to this program. If it is to spite President
Clinton, who conceived the idea of AmeriCorps, that is petty. If it is because of the
cost, $425.5 million, that is short-sighted, considering all the good that is done. Ifitis
to hold it hostage to facilitate the passage of some other bill, that is irresponsible
politics. AmeriCorps is a good program that benefits all who are involved....It should

be fully funded in the next fiscal year.”
SOUTH BEND TRIBUNE, South Bend, Indiana, July 23, 1998

| “NO MORE GAMES”

“If you seek evidence that Washington has changed for the better — and who doesn’t? --
you might consifder the Corporation for National Service. It is a success story that
shows the effectiveness of setting a goal at the national level — encouraging
volunteerism -- but implementing it locally....Though AmeriCorps began as a

Democratic initiative, its structure is all Republican: decentralized and competitive.”
CONCORD MONITOR, Concord, New Hampshire, July 22, 1998

E
“WHO SHOULD TEACH?”
“...one of the brightest lights in New York City’s...school culture [is] the young
teachers who’ve!come via the AmeriCorps program Teach for America. These recent
college graduates, with bachelor’s degrees from some of the top colleges in the nation,

have helped to ease the city’s desperate teacher shortage.”
WALL STREET JOURNAL, July 15, 1998
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“RETURN ON THE DOLLAR”

“Imagine a program that puts thousands of young Americans in service projects every
year. They tutor kids, rehab homes, clean up neighborhoods and recruit other '
volunteers. Hardly a government deal, it sounds like something Ronald Reagan might
have dreamed up. Actually, the germ of the idea was George Bush’s, and Bill Clinton
embellished it: AmeriCorps... Like the Peace Corps, AmeriCorps is one of the best
investments around, Congress ought to ensure its future by passing a five-year

authorization bill, and by giving it the money for 1999 to expand.”
PHILADEL PHIA INOUIRER, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, June 19, 1998

“BUILDING BLOCKS”

“There are only 47 full-time AmeriCorps workers in the Dallas ‘Building Blocks’
program, but they get around....Building Blocks workers probably could have found
work that pays better. They couldn’t have found work that matters more,”

DALLAS MORNING NEWS, Dalias, Texas, May 23, 1998

*YOUR TAX § AT WORK”

“AmeriCorps...works because it provides a constructive, character-building outlet for
idealistic citizens to make a real difference in other people’s lives through volunteer
service. That’s a great way to stretch tax dollars and build an engaged, committed
citizenry.”

41D, Bradenton, Flovida, May 2, 1998

“SUPPORT NATIONAL SERVICE”
“IAmeriCorps] has blurred partisan battle lines and now enjoys significant conservative
support. And why not? It always has featured the conservative virtue of fiscal
efficiency: With a little government stimulation and direction, thousands of volunteers
are effectively mobilized to perform good and necessary work.”
SALTY LAKE TRIBUNE, Salf Loke City, Utah, Aprif 26, 1998

i

' “CONTINUE NATIONAL SERVICE EFFORT”

“The Corporation for National Service is up for reauthorization in Congress....Despite

the criticism, it's a valuable program with a noble mission. It should be continued.”
THE TRIBUNE, Mesa, Arizona, April 20, 1998




_ “WHY NOT NATIONAL SERVICE?”
“Legislation has been introduced in Congress to extend national service into the 21¥
Century....Certainly, service to our own people, to our own communities is a top
priority. We encourage our Members of Congress to approve the extension of the

Corporation for the next five years.” ‘
JOHNSOGN CITY PRESS, Johuson City, Tennessee, April 19, 1998

“THE FEW, THE PROUD”

“Our national security depends as well on the assurance of opportunity to compete
fairly for American ideals and dreams. That must include access to education, health
care, freedom from fear of random violence. AmeriCorps helps secure those ideals and
bridge the gaps to those dreams for the economically and socially
disadvantaged....Congress should recognize the value of those needs and affirm the

President’s reauthorization bill.”
THE OREGONIAN, Portland, Oregon, January 14, 1998




i .
NATIONAL SERVICE CALENDAR -~ KEY DATES

§

MLK Day (January (8, 1999)

National Ymizth Service Day- 11th Anniversary {April 16-17, 1999)
National Volunteer Week and Big Help Week (April 18-24, 1999}
President’s Sjez’vic& Awards {April/May)

Anniversary ‘fof the Presidents’ Summit for America’s Future (April 27-29, 1999)
AmeriCorps ?g,raduatian ceremonies {Spring and Summer)

National andfCammunity Service Conference (June 6-10, in Las Vegas)
City Year Convention- CYZYGY (June, in DC)

Anniversary of Bill Signing (September, 1993)

Anniversary of Launch (S8eptember, 1994)

AmeriCorps Swearing-In Ceremonies (October)

Make A Difference Day (October 23, 1999)
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The AmeriCorps Service Network.
Hundreds of Programs Nationwide

AmeriCorps sponsors include national, state, and

laeal nonprofit arganizations all across the natios.
In arder to meet the specific neads of their commuy-
nities, programs reciuit and train individuals who
are willing to devote at feast a year to serving as

AmeriCorps members.

AmeriCorps also includes two naticnal programs
operated by the Corporation for National Service,
AmetiCormps*VISTA and AmeriCarps*NCCC.

RmeriGorpsVISTR. AmeriCorps*VISTA members
have served in disadvantaged communites for
more than thirty years. The program is dedicated to
increasing the capability of people to improve the
conditions of tha own lves, Members of
Amenifoms™VISTA work full-time and live in the
communities they serve, creating programs that
can ¢ontinue pftar they complate thelr service.
Members must be at least 18 yaars old — there is
no upper age imit.

AmeriBoms*NBEE. ameriCorps NCOC (Naional

Civilian Eormmunity Corps’ s 8 ten-month, Rll-tiae
residential service program for men and vomen
age 18in 24, While members address education,
public safety, and other issues, thelr frst priority i
improving the environment. AmenCorps™NECT
ceambines the best practives of cnilian service with
the best aspects of military service, including lead-
srship and toem hailding. Amprilarps*NOET came
wuses #re soated in Perry Poing, Mde Dhadeston,
8.0, Denver, Colo; and Saa Diego, Lalf

AmeriCorps is much more than a
SEnice.prograimsitis a movement thitw

; ma! 5 ﬁmaﬁw /] What do AmeriCorns members receive?

ﬁmmﬁams is the national service prageain that ;imwfias’/i o+ Amerilorps members réceive 3 madest Bving allowance and

WW
eusands ﬁf*&memaf}s of aif ages and’ ba ckgrmzmis ;w;th heaith coverage while participating in the program. After
// éacatzaa awards in ixcbari%e fora year Br tw? of j(:e}mma campisting & vear of service {at least 1,708 hours),
rtm; mmse &mmﬁmzzs mombers., heig et t?zi, fation's you'll receive an educatipn award of 83,725 This

B s T o~
r;tzcai naatjs intha areds of public sefely, eduation, human award can be used to help pay off student loans
3 S A T W € /’?
aeeds aad t?aa emmamant{i‘hmugn mare thar, 400" §pon-y of o finance coflege, graduste school o
NN ¥ Iasl NNS
sars, ﬁmanﬁoms invaives 25008 peopie in resu[it,skdfwen
commun:tv semca / \ [71

vocational wraining. Beyond these banaiits,
Wllal do Ameri Bﬂl‘lis memhers o?

vou will Jearn new skills, take on new
responsibilities, and know the satisfac-
il tion of hutlding a community and helping
Tha work that Amenl:arps mamhers da ES as diverse as the our nation he averything it qught to be.
f snanwrs and the lﬂ(,!l{:ldl.{af!i m?;:k make up Ameriforps. You
- b fcan apply to any one of the hundreds af grganizations in
¢ AmeriCorps’ service network — m rural and urban areas
across the nation. in.any.of the. programs, voh will make a
reql difference!

/
‘As an AmeriGorps memher you mmm

[} tutor,laens ar jsad elementary school chiléren in commu—
mt\r sefvice activities

unites diverse Americans iy improving our
neighborhoods. I communities large and
small throughout America, AmeriCorps
members are taking responsibifity, leam-
ing valuable skifls, and fulflling their
pledge fo "get things done.”

AmeriCorps is part of a trady-
tion of service, and it represents
America at 1ts best — making 8
lasting difference wihile promoting
the values Of community, rasponsi-
bf!:ry and aﬂmﬁumfy

o
l assast cnme mcnms or walk the beat wsth cmm*riun:t\lr
pﬁime affmefs

[ re;:ruit ﬁﬁd tram VO!BHIEBFS

TN I
lrrsnw’gﬁm}t}w mcsme hcusmg
B help hamehwnﬁ SEF‘IEG{S or pesp!e with disabilities
W/ HI
B . inmnunize chﬁirerz sgainst prevenisble disgases

[ pmwde ;maggﬁaie and long-term reliefin_greas’ aftadted
by namzaﬁi/dzsastafs

mmama

ANAY :
& restore national parks and coastiings If you're interested in joining Ameriorps, coll

B develop community-based health cars programs 1,800“942,,2677
| zz;ii epifns o revitalize neighborhoeds and the TDD 1"800“833'3722
B sstabiish credit unions in low-inceme communities W’W’W.ameﬂmlp&()rg
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AmeriCorps

A :zzzeriﬁnrpsf the domestin Peace Corps, engages more then 40,000 Amenicans i intensive, results-

-

driven sarvice gach year, through more than 500 programs. Most AmeriCorps members are selected by and
; .

serve with local and national prganizations like Habitat for Humanity, the American Red Cross, Big

Brothers/Big Sisters, and Boys and Girls Clubs. Others serve in AmeriCorps"VISTA {Valunteers in Service ta

froees

Amarical and AmenCorps*NECT (he Nationa] Civilian Commurity Corps). After their term of service,

AmeniCorps members receive educstion awards 1o help finance caliege or pay back stutant logns.

What AmeriCorgs Memhbers Do
AmeriCorps members crain volunteers; tutor
and mentor at-risk youth; build affordable
housing: clean up rivers and strears; help
seniors tive independently; provide emergeney
and long-term assistance to victims of natural

disasters; and meet other comniunity needs,

AmeriCorps"VISTA members have served
economically challenged communities for
more than thirty yeoars, The program s deds

cated to increasing the capability of peophke

1o improve the conditions of their own lives.

Members of AmeriCorps*VISTA serve full-
time and live in the communities they serve,
creating programs that can continue after
they complere their service.

i
AmeriCorps"NCCC is o wo-month, full-
time residential service program for men
and wamen age ¢ightesn 1o twenty-four.

Members help meet the nation’s critical

needs i the areas of education, public safery,
the environmens, and athet human needs.
AmeriCorps™NCCC combines the best prac-
tices of civilian service with the best USpPeCts
of milicary service, including leadership and

ream building.

MNational Service

The Corporation for Matisnal Scrvice—
which oversees AmeriCorps, Learn and Serve
America, and the National Senior Service
Corps—works with governor-appointed state
commissions, nonprofits, faith-based groups,
schoals, and other organizations w provide
opportunites for Americans of all ages w

serve their communities,

For:mors information, call 1-860-942-2677

Of VISIL WWW.AMeriCorps. o1,

1201 New York Avesse, NW.  Washingten, B.L. 20525

Phene: 263-606-5000  www. americarps.org


http:www.americorps.org
http:vww.americorps.org

More than 100,000 Americans have served,

or are currently serving, as AmeriCorps mem-
bers—tackling critical problems like illiteracy, oﬁ
crime, and poverty. Following are just a few of
their accomplishments over the past four years. 99
In all, AmeriCorps members have served nearly

33 million people in more than 4,000 communities.

AmeriCorps mambers have
improved the lives of people
through health care, housing, and
other service,

B

— am— 25119 Homes built or
— S
—— rehabilitated
M #’

omm—

AmeriCorps members have 24297300 Homeless individuals

AmeriCorps members have
helped childreen succeed in
sthool and out of schaol,

worked with police and
cormmunity arganizations to
make neighborhoods safer,

1830896 children taughe, tutored,
or mentored

AmeriCorps members

have met important
environmental needs.

S15I8752 Trees planted

89340  Tons of trash removed
from neighborhaods

40,508 Safety patrols established,

aperated, or expanded

864,000 Avrik vauth served’
through afterschosol
programs

glven food, cothing, o
other necessities

208588 senior citizens given

independent lving
assistance

33153? Persons providsd with

iak or career counseling

AmeriCorps membars have
strengthened acaprofits by
increasing volunteer support.

1691228 volunteers recruited,
trained, or supaervised

AmeriCarps members
have served in clinics,
YA hogpitals, and ather
health-related facilities.

419,000 Peopie mmunized

Source; Prefiminary estmates by the Carporation for National Service’s Office of Gvaluation, From dist provided by Wess, tng.. and Aguirrs leternational, Dowber (558,



I will get things done for America—
to make our people safer,
smarter, and healthier.

[ will bring Americans together

to strengthen our communities.

Faced with apathy,
[ will take action.

Faced with contflict,
I will seek common ground.

Faced with adversity,
I'will persevere.

['will carry this commitment
with me this year and beyond.

I am an AmeriCorps member,
and I will get things done.

—AmeriCorps Pledge
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