APR- 20~ 1208 7

- 13

‘Yideo Games

Voluntary system: YES ‘ .
Entertainment Software Rating Board (ESRB} established in 1994 by Interactive Digital ?;__,"{}VM
Sofbware Association Games, Syster operates like MPAA — each product reviewed by 3 ’
independent raters who make recommendations based upon their experiences with the

games/programs.,
Age-based ratings: YES

Games rated per year: average of 900-1,000
Mora than 500 publishers participate

Content Dascriptors: YES
20 (attached)

14 L
Voluntary System: YES
programs rated by producers With oversight by industry/community leaders and
advocates
Age-based ratings: YES
Programsming rated éer year: 2,000 hours per year
Content Descriptors:  YES
4~ § {(Sex), V (Viclence), L (Language), D (Dialogue)
Special Descriptor for Children’s Programming -- FV (Fantasy Violence)
Age-based ratings: YES

Talevisions with v-chip technology in American homaes: 10 million*
*conservative estimate hased on the latest available industry information

Recording Industry

Voluntary System -- YES
Uniform Parental Advisory logo, part of the Parental Advisory Program which allows

record companies and their artists to exercise their rights of free expression, while
tulfilling thelr social responsibilities 1o consumers and te the public at large.

Content Descriptors; NO
agmbasefé ratings: NG
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Rating Categories

Look for these ratings on the front of the package and, for more
information, look for content descriptors on the back of the package.

ey Early Childkood

Titles rated "Barly Childhood (ECY" have content suitable for

¢hildren ages threa and older and do not contain any matenial
that parents would find inappropriate,

Kids to Adults

Titles rated "Kids to Adult (K-A)" have content suitable for

i persons ages six and older. These titles will appeal 1o people of

™1 many ages and tastes. They may contain minimal violence,

RN some comic mischief (for example, slapstick comedy), or some
crude language,

#5314 KL FS

As of January 1, 1998, the new "Everyone” designation will
replace the "Kids to Adulis" rating. Titles roted “Everyone (E)"
have content suitable for persons ages gix and older, These

slapstick comedy), or some crude language.

Teen

Titles rated "Teen {T)" have content suitable for persons ages
13 2nd older. Titles in this category may contain viclent

| content, mild or strong language, and/or suggestive themes.

Mature

Titles rated "Mature {M})" have content suitable for porsons
apes 17 and older. These products may include more intense
viclence or languags than produets in the Teen category. In
PR addition, these titles may also include mature sexual themes.

Aduits Only

Titles rated " Adulis Only {AQ)Y" have content suitable only for
adults. These products may include graphic depictions of sex
and/or vialence. Adults Only products are not intended 1o be
TR soid or rented 1o persons under the age of 18,

PR Rating Pending
Product has been submitted to the ESRB and is awsiting final
rating.

henyfarww esth.orgfrating him]
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Content Descriptors

When consumers iook on the back of a package, they mnay see any of the
following phrases that further deseribe the produet’s content.

VIOLENCE

MILD ANIMATED VIOLENCE
Containg scencs involving characters/animated/pixelated churacters in
the depiction of unsafe or hazardous acts or vialent situations.

MILD REALISTIC YIOLENCE
Contains scenes involving charscters in the depiction of unsafe or
hazardous acts or viclent situations in realistic or photographic detail,

COMIC MISCHIEF
Scenes depicting activities that have been characterized as slapstick or
gross vulgar humaor,

ANIMATED YIOLENCE
Contains depictions of appressive conflict involving
sartoon/animated/pixiinted characters.

REALISTIC VIQOLENCE
Contains realistic or photographic-iike depictions of body parts.

ANIMATED BLOOD AND GORE
Animated/pixilated or cartoon-like depictions of mutilation or
dismemberment of body parts.

REALISTIC BLOOD AND GORYE
geprcsmuaziam of blood and/or gore in realistic or photographic-like
stail.

ANIMATED BLOOD
Animated/pixilated or cartoon-like depictions of blood.

REALISTIC BLOOD
Representations of bleod in 2 realistic ar photographic-like detail,

. - o o oo b i e = e PR sammn e g

LANGUAGE

MILD LANGUAGE
Product contains {he use of the word ke "danm”.

STRONG LANGUAGE
Commenly referenced four-letter words to include anatomical
references.

Mt T ATy L B i maia My,

SEXUAL CONTENT

hitp/Avww, cxth. org/rating htmi 0472072000
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LDECLS - KO0 CRICRONICS &0 LA HUR LACSCTHPRULES PEVTRVARE N
-
SUGGESTIVE THEMES
Mild provocative references or matgrial.
H
MATURE SEXUAL THEMES

Contains provocative material including depiction of the human body
either animated or photographic-like formats,

'STRONG SEXUAL CONTENT

. Graphic depiction of sexual behavior and/or the hurnan form (ie. frontal
_oudity) in either animated or photographic-like detail,

¢
EARLY CHILDHOOD

H

SOME ADULT ASSISTANCE MAY BE NEEDED
jazmma SKILLS
_FINE MOTOR SKILLS
HIGHER LEVFL THINKING SKILLS

'OTHER DESCRIPTORS
:
GAMING
The depiction of belting-ltke behavior.

USE OF TOBACCO AND ALCOHOL,
Product contains images of the use of tobacco and/or alcohol in & manner
which condanes or glonfies their use.

'USE OF DRUGS
Produet contains images of the use of drugs in 3 manner which condenes

or glorifies their use.

 INFORMATIONAL )
Overall content provides data, facts, resource information, reference
_materials or instructional tex!.

"EDUTAINMENT
" Content provides user with specific skills development or reinforcement

learning within an entcrtainment sotting, Skill development is an integral
part of product.

News & Info | Rating Categories | Submisting Compuuies | Parent’s Guide

 Home| About ESRE | New Ratings | Hat Links | Rrowse/Search | Privacy
Statement

http./forww esrb.orgfrating. bl 0472642000
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MOTION PICTURE
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

What is Right and What is Plainly Wrong

The following 18 a concept for a new cowrse in preschodd, kindargarten, continuing through
grades one through five, offered by Jack Valenti, President & CEO, Motion Ficture Association
of America. This idea was conveyed to the Senate Commerce Commities on May 4, 18868,

There are some in the country who are aching to find a quick fix to resolve what they have deter-
mined i a society plagued by he irregular heartbeat of deficient values.

But, there are contradictions which intrude oy this denuncialory atmosphere. i there gre morgl
omissions in the society, and many beligve there arg, they cannct be caulked by instant, stenderly
premised atlacks on entsrtainmant.

The stetistics tell us that crime Is steadily decraasing in America.  The cities are safer. The school-
yard, aocording to the Ceanters for Disease Control and the national Safety Council, is the safest
place for children. Only 1% of children's deaths arg school related, Almost 50% of ¢hildrer's death
oocur in automobile accidenits and another 33% in other accidents. Serious crirme by teen-agers
has been dropping since 1984, Only 41/100th of one percent of the some 70 million teer-agers in
the U.S. have been arrested {not necessarily corvdcted) for serious crime. Which means that
09.58% of all teer-agers are NOT Involved in serious crime. *

Nonetheiess, I most Americans belisve otherwise, there is a place to begin whatever repair s need-
g 1o make sure oUr values are braced and knit in (he next generation. That piace is i the very
gacly years of the child's education. Most child behavioral experts will assert it is in those aarly ysars
that the child's meral shield is formed and shaped, and made impenetrable to the later years' bian-
dishrmants of peers and the enticements of the surly streets.

We gre 1oday misplacing our energies and our funding as wel as arranging our priorities wrongly by
diracting all sorts of incentives to high schools and cofleges. Too late. The moral scaffoiding has

T
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beert built byy then, for better or worse. How than 1o begin this revision of life conduct?  Begin sarly,
very early, by introducing a new school course in preschoeol, kindergarten and continuing grades

one through five,

Private foundations would be asked to fund the course syllabus which would be constructed by an
assembly of educators and child behavior experts. The completed syllabus would then be sent 1o
schoot superntendents a¢ross the country. The course could be entitied "What iz Right, and What
is Flainly Wrong.®  For thirty minutes each day, the teacher wouid lluminate for these very young
children what Wiliam Faulkner lebeled 'the ol verities,' the oid werds that construct and implament
the daily maral grind in wihich every durable soclaty must engage if it 18 10 be judged a 'just’ sogk-
ety. These are words like'duty, honor, service, integrity, pity, pride, compassion, sacrifice,’ and the
clear admaonition that violence is wrong. To the teaching of the meaning of those words must be
added the cleansing ;3{53{:%;32 of treating other people as you would want them 10 treat you.  And
mast of all 10 make surg that thess kids understand with Qrow%ng clarity that Home, School and
Church are the sanctuaries wherein they are fitted for a decent and worthy life.

There is a grand simplicity to this kind of schodl course. It enters & child's mind early, burrewing
dear into those recesses of the hurnan brain which even today a:z’varice;i medical science has not
been abis 1o penetrate. 7 you query encugh people, one will find that most of us remeamber our first
grade or sacond grade teacher. | personally remember Miss Corbet! and Miss Walker, They read
10 us before we really uncﬁersz@ezé, bit the waords had weight and aliure. We listened and without
reglly knowing it we learned and saved what we leamed. Perhaps 1 was because what we heard
in those early schoo! years was the first entry into our lsaring vessel. First-learned wisdom, insert-
ed very early. usually survives the onslaught of an avalanche of information which invades, and tor-

5

ments, Us in the later years.

-

.,

Mareover the words that fumish us with a moral armor plate are the same, more or less, in all cul-
tures and refigions, Therefore, without breaching the walls of church and stata, the child izarns and
retaing the majesty of old homilies and maxims which form the platform from which vaulls the great

religions which guides most of the known world today.

Aosent this kind of early-years instruction, absent the buiding of this morel shield, absent the lov-
ing ernbrece of Home, Church ang Schiool, no congressional faw, no presidential executive order,
rio figry rheroric will salvage a child’s conduct nor locate a missing moral core.
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The following categories apply to programs designed solelv for children:

TV-Y All Children. This pragram is designed to be appropriate for all children.
Whether amimated or hive-action, the themes and elements in this program are specifically
designed for a very young audhence, mcluding chiidren from ages 2 - 6. This program is not
expected to frighten younger children.

TV-Y7 Directed to Older Children. This pragram is designed for children age 7 and
above. 1t may be more appropnate for children who have acquired the developmental skills
needed to distinguish berween make-believe and reality. Themes and elements in this program
may include mild fantasy violence or comedic violence, or may frighten children under the age
of 7. Therefore, parents may wish to consider the suitability of tlus program for their very
voung children. Note: For those programs where famasy violence may be more intense or
more  combative than other programs in this category, such programs will be
designated TV-Y7-FV.

The following categories apply to programs designed for the entire audience:

V-G General Audience. Most parents would find this program suitable for all ages.
Although this rating does not signidy a program designed specifically for children, most parents
may let younger children watch this program unattended. It contains little or no viclence, no strong
language and little or no sexual dialogue or situations.

TV-PG Parental Guidance Suggested. 7his program comtains material that parents may
Jind unsuitable for younger children. Many parents may want to watch it with their younger
children. The theme itself may call for parental guidance and/or the program comains one or more
of the following: moderate violence (V), some sexual situations (3), infrequent coarse language
(L}, or some suggestive dialogue (D},

TV-14 Parents Strongly Cautioned. This program contains some material that many
parents would find unsuitable for children under |4 years of age. Parents are strongly urged to
exercise greater care in monitoring this program and are cautioned against letting children under
the age of 14 watch unattended. This program contains one or more of the following: intense
viclence (V), intense sexual situations (S), strong coarse language (L), or intensely suggestive
dialogue (D). ‘

TV-MA Mature Audience Only. This program is specifically designed w be viewed by
adlts and therefore may be unsutable jor children under {7, This program containg one or more
of the following: graphic violence (V), explicit sexual activity {8}, or crude indecent language (1).
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are trying to spot the
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By JHGHE MORSE LOS ANCELES

HE OGRADE-SCHOOL DBAWING
locked typically inasccent, at
least in its style. The subjects
were twao stick figures, one of
“them wenring a loopy smile,
But the tescher in  San
Bernardino, Galif, who found it
stowed in a student’s desk was
alarmed by the story Hne. One grisning
stick Bgure wielded 2 gus. The other,
Feowning, had just been shot,
The sketch, from the band of an
sight-yeor-cld with a penchant for
nasty temper tanfrums, was drawn
only days after a six-year-old in Michi-
gan fataily shat o clagsenate, so sehool
olficials dectded to be on the safe side.
" They brought the drawing to the atten-
tian of Cary Underwond, chief of police for
the city's public schools, wh ran the
child's caze through the depariment’s
now  computer  “threst-assessment”
program, called Mowic-2000. With
4 battery of 42 questions—is the
student harassed by peers? Has
the student revently experis
enced rejection®—Mosaic pure
| ports to calculate rongh odds
¢ op whether & ohild wiil turn
violent,

Loty used by laweenforpe-
ment and government agencios to
E"  exarine threats made against their

perscnnel, Mosale softwears iy now being
fedd-tested in st 20 public schood distrion
from Jonestoro, Ark., (0 Los Angsles to
Salem, Ore. In s assessment of the stick-
fguze artist, the program supgested thot the
bay shared seversl trajts with past vislan?
offenders and guided the schod! to pat him
ins counseling and nnder close waich, “When
those kids walked ints Columbine with
bumbs, no one was expecting it,” says Under-
wood. “We'renow on dert H s child comes
into sehoo] with a bulge in his packet.”

This is the level of vigilunce in the
American public school a year after
Columbine. On average, it muay be a safer

z place than ever—the number of schools
% associated viclent deaths dropped 40%
£ from 1987 through 1999 ~but it feels scari-
% er with each new well-publicized shooting
{ and tareat, In the vear since the Colum-
f bine massacre, woderstandably servous
4 school oHizigls have cyuled through a series
= of responses, from lock-down dnlls to see-
. ¥ theongh knapsacks, with the impulsiveness
Z 3 of seventh-graders buying the boy-baod
= CD of the moment,
Now, though, administrators
quietdy shifting their
sights from metal detec
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ONE YEAR LATER: CAN WE PREVENT ANOTHER COLUMBINE?
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PHYLLIS HGDGES The assistant principal
runs the program at a Chicage bigh school

tors.” Commouly known s profilers,
these programs aim fo detack viclengs-
prone kids before they set by compar-
ing them to those wheo have already
snapped. Investigators from Columbhine
anid Jonesboro have tutored administeators
acriss the ULS, on the teiltale signs that in
their cases went tragically undatected or
unheeded. The a1, which last fali cireuiat-
ed 2 20-point "offender profile” eulled from
eomman characteristies of school shooters,
will releass a report on the topic nent
month. And the Secrat Servive, at wark on
its gwa study, 5 interviewing sehool shoot-
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ers to see what makes them tick—and
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then explode. .

Along with its findings, the Seqret Ser-
vite plans to give schools an instructional
video and » set of probative questiong, In
additdon, numernus questionnaires and
cheeldists ave being sold by private firms or
drawm up by school officials themselves.
Ong screening test foy students is titled
simply "Questions for Killers.”

Sapport for the troublespotling ap-
proach is growing. Froponents contend 2
has systematically helped nail would-be

" TIME, APRIL 24, 2000
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pssassins and masa killers in other seitings.
{n g oow poll by Tivg and the Discovery
Chanmel, 33% of parents Surveysd suid
they spprove of such moasires, But their
kids are leery: 60% said they disapprove,
fearing such programs could be used un-
falrly agains? stedems nol prone i vio-
lange. A frowdng number of esities aygres,
contending that there is simply no reliable
way o weed o the worlds Dyvlans and
Eries from their mevely eranky classmates
without teampling on privacy asd congtitu-
vopnut righis in the process. “These pro-
grarms tenab children ug suspects, not stu-
dents,” says Barvy Steinhardt, sssociue
divvetor of the Americas Civil Liberties
Union,

Front and caater in (he debate s the
controversial Mosaic-2000 program, Hs
creater, Gavin de Becker, 45, a Holly-
waatd security consultaat and author of the
bust-selling self-help book The Cift of
Fear, works out of o windowless Los Ane
geles office festnoned with gushing thanks
from the likes of Coldie Hawn, Robernt
Redford—and the <a, This Tast stent
speaks 3o de Beeker's lesser-Rnown line
of wark. For the past decade he has dis-
peased “antifigial-tmton™ sofbware
police deguriments, Covernors asd even
the 1.3, Supreme Cowrt. The programs
rank aumerically the duager posed by
celchrity stalkers, angey employees or po-
tential assassios by comparing their astions
to those of known offendere.

A simijar logic drives the new school
hoase version of Masaie. First, o child ants
in o manner considered threatening—he

E = * 5
oo ,Vw;th thmr k:lds abcﬁt th1s sub- .
S|t only 8% ol tagns wani &,
Rt ngtes LSl riere such talks. One reasons L
. Ym AFTER wwmsmg teens say ﬂzey have mtnesmd 4‘ be that thost parents en-%
parents ‘and teenugers j a vialent Situation at schodl, | cemga kids to'stand ap for «
hold Srikingly different | while ofily 8% of parsnts ®* - - | \themselves, whilo most kids 2 -
viewsor; the problon of - | think that's the case. About "_‘; are wortied about the ptmble .
youth violence, murémg tan, | halfof teens inthe poll say | " violent consequem Twi- ]
-_new poll by Tivg and the Dis- | they have ben insulted or thirds of parents bulieve itis
covery Cbannel i conjuncty ' | threateried in the past yeas, - [ neaddy imgassible for toms to
tion with the National Cam-,7> |- butonby' 22% of parents hee < | walk awdy from anangey con-’
paign égamst Youth ’é’wﬁenae - | ligve their kids have experi- |} frontation without being
» Fewer teens foel very dafe o .3 z::seed that type of situation. | -teased, but only 37% of leens
fram viclermse in schools today . While 8in 10 parentssay .|, agree. Both parents and tesns ;
(334%) than shartly after the'~i Qhey have taiked with their  * | believe that youth violenes has :
Cohunbine killings 2 year aga kics sbout ways toprotest > | increased in recent years, even
{42% in a Simildr peﬁ} Butie ™ | thetnselves from violence, - - #f. thomgh sehont-related violent
more parents belisve that &, | only 6 in 10 kids remember |- deaths havs been in declie,
. teens feel safe in School today iaavmg fuch conversations. . | “Extensive news coverage of -
" {45%) than felt that way Iast ‘And whilé sbout half of pare 1 1. sehool shodtings may account
- ymr (27%). \seﬁxiyatb.fd of ezz%‘s wza‘h they cmzld talk more” for thls misperception. - W
!{‘ "‘ { . "'.. PN - ‘"i 'l.\
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drawg ¢ worrisome sketeh
o1 strikes anoiher student,
Then, out of the child's
presence and wilkout his
or her knowludge, sehool
psychologists,  peincipals
or police answar o list of
multigle-cheice yoestions
draftod by de Beckeranda
committee including lw-
enforcement and educstion
officials. {Sample nueries:
What i5 the stadent’s di-
meaney toward aathority
fimures? Hus there recently
beea moedin ablention te
sehool shootingg or other
acts of visdenee? What iy the
student’s home-life situsa-
ton®} If the responses seem
parzicularly  wroubling, a
“triggew text” immediately
pops up, prompting offi-
¢igls 1o contact laween-
forcement o mentab-health
professionalz. At the end of
the syercize, the program
sumputes wheiher the stu-

“shot dead”
. byayoung
_ neightor.

Widie HOLTI ¥iigh ¥isdy

L

H
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ottt e

dent has “few,” “several” or

“some” factors in common with violent
perpatrators and o detatled report is print-
&4 out,

Behosis are doing all this same stuff
anyway, bt they're deing it willy-nilly,”
suvs de Becker, "Mosale will give them the

tain that school shootings arg simply o
rare fur sound comparisons to be drawn,
others who have studied the case historias
have found that the shosters share tany
key tmits, “There’s 5o one set of charscter-
istics that can be ssenibed to these shouters,™

participation of experts in those high-stakes
decisions.” Those axperts, hegwever, remain
a fiereely divided bunch. While some main-

THEE, APLIL 24, 2668
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t violence has

cautions Bryan
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8 Overall
do you think
that in the
past few
YERET vouth

) zzzcmased decrensed or
. sia}ed about the same?
YEENS PARENTS
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MOMS F!DR GUN CONTROL

1 there wers & rocipe for

ereating a iste-hiooming

acthist—taks adevoted

parent, sid a worst
nightmare, mix with offlcini

< lrtransigencoe-Qarole
Piice, 37, would be the final
product. The Maryband
mcther of throe says she
“hadn't ergpanire aryibing
more complitated than &
pooi” undil gun vielenve
fsto her family, On

Aug. 20, 1958, Price’s son
lohn, 13, was scoidendatly
filled by a D-yoar-old
neighbar hoy wishling a 9.
mm Luger piatol that he had
found in his hame., Since that
day, Price and her hmshand
John have put tiemiselves on
the lront Hnes of the war
over g asfoly,”

< AHer her son was idlled, ~

Carcle Price way shumed to
fearn that ip Maryiand Hwas
enly a misdemeance 10 loave

THE ACTIVISY Price, vight,
with Clinton kst wook

o lcaded gun accexsibin to
child. She started attonding
gurecantrol railies and was
host at mestings in her
home. Atter she showod up
with a TV news crew at s
local Republican fund
talser that was ratiling
of & Q-mm Fasdyun, Price
galned the attention of
ofher local medis and
legisiators.

Her testimony betfare

*w the Maryiand legisinture

helpad push through a new
faw that requires triggar
tacks and a firgarms-satoty
course for all new handgun
owners. When the measure
was signed into faw last
week, President Clinton
traveled to Annapolls Lo
proise the Prices’ stforis,
Since November, Carel
Price has hoern oo orgardoer
of the Mittion Mo Mirch on
behalt of “comuneraensa”
gun controf, acheduted for
Mother's Day on the Mall in
Washington, Doana Dees
Thomases, tha New Jursey
publicist and mother of twe
who launched plans for the
march, says that Price's
public anguish speakcs for
vorsacads of famities

Sceret Service’s ongoing study. Perhaps the
ageney's most interesting finding so far is
that the shooters rarely made public threats.

instead, thay tended to confide their inten~

tons to a few salect peers.
There are move specific challenges
Muosgic’s pedigres, The US. Marshals Ser-

vice and the L.A. police department may
swear by the earlier varsions of Mosaie, but
many psychologists ingist it has not been
through 2 preper scholurly review, Mike
Furlong, a psychelogist at the University of
Californis at Santn Barbarn, recently test-
drove the Mosaie-2000 program and con-
claded, “This is just g privats Brm ztsicmg

waltiout bnstage children ke i ALty Peon, Seivan

America’s schools 1o crests an open sxperi
ment” De Bechar says his method is sched-
uled ' undarge two soadermic ovaluations,
Many oivil libertarians have 3 more
pressiag concern. They fear the program
wifl single out or profile students whe are
simply maladiusted but aet mencing. And
because schools use Muosaie to study kids
without their knowledge, they may never
know they arz under suspicion. De Becker
says Mosaic is not used for what he calls
“the p word"—profiling—but rather for
“threat assessment.” Students, he says, are
not examined pnless they singde them-
selves oul by making o threat. Bul in to-
day's aumvious classrooms, threats are often
defined broadly, Phyllls Hodges, an sgsis-
tant principal ot Chicdgo’s Vou Steuhen
High Schaol, used the program to examing
a student whe was constantly picked on by
peers for being efferuinate. He had made
disturbing cornments in the past—for ex-
ample, he vowed be would hurt olass-
mates—-ye his offense this time was less
clear-out. He refused te hand in a test after
his teacher called time. & run of his partou-
iags thyough the Mol program indicated
thers was no frsmediate cause for concern,
Better that result, de Becker contends,
than the more haphazard eporoach of a
school district like Granite City, [l§, which
has hand-trafted its own profiling policy.
Students who exhibit certain risky behave
iors—cursing, mood swings, writing about
“the durk side of e "—can face expulsion
or warse. In December, teachers in Gran-
ite City found 5 note by & student promis-
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ONE YEAR LATER: CANWE PRE?ENTRN 0

Miranda warning, srrested by the
city police and susperided for 10 days.
[n the meantime, teachers investigat-
ing the matter found that the note
was only the concoction, as supsrin-
tendent Steve Balen puts it, “of a
goofy freshmun having fun.”

Tales Hka that have begun to
sway some policymakers, Last woek
the offiee of (alifprnda Governor
Gray Davis Bsued 8 report wrging
schools to procsesd with caution an
Mosals, and other such programs.
The 8.3, Edusation Department s
backing away from the checklist of
wammg SIgNS it sent ta every school
in the nation in 1898, In a mass mail-
ing this week, the department de-
clares that relying on such lists ean “harm
children and waste resourees.” Instead, it
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need help.

counsels teachers ond parents to use the

RAUL BANHBREY in Sa&nm, Dra,, ttw si!enff runs mm

ears alert a2 all times, ot oaly for overt
threats but also for troubled students who

CW!MBINE"

paront’s call helped school officials
hend off an alleged plot by three fisst.
grade ik to kil o classmate. “The
answir s not going tocome from just
throwing something up oo the tve-
puter,” savs Bill Modzelesks, bewd of
the governmant's school-safety gro-
gramy, “I¥'s got 0 come from the
teachers in classrooms who really
know the preblem kids.”

Or there’s the all-of-the-above
approach embraced by schools in a
digtrict like Carroll County, Md. In
the past vear, they have adopted 25
safety initiatives, including a “red
flags” profile of their own design,
*The threats sre way down, and the
kids gre learaing,” reports the direes
tor of pupil serviems, Cynthia Litde
“tThey've avon stopped saving m golag
to kil vou.”” Bat have they stopped think-

much lower-tech and more labor-inten-
sive approach of keeping their eves and

POLICE],

PREPARATLONS |

READY AND WAITING

OLICE URTBCITVE SRIAN | have 8,800 patro] officers

Briswell of Petersburg, | trained in wpid-deployment
Ya., thinks he's “three- | technigues by lune. The Nov
quarters” prepared for | tional Tacteal Gifisers Asso-

" the next Columbine; Last

maonth, the local high school

ciation, 2 $WaT training orga-
nization, has put mare than

was the stage for 2 hostage 1,000 officers through “R.U.
deill eomplets with blaring Ready High School™ in Moy-
fire slasmny, 60 kids from ack, NG, 8 §45,000 fucility |
Juniorgoroplayingthe . | specifically built to simulate
wounded and seared, and an” | Columbinesstyle carnage. A
officer porraving e revenge- | school-hostage drill in Pinsl-

ssekdng kifler, Bring blanks -

froma siw{g;m Braswells * | featared 600 middle school-
team of officers bad to push ers hiding inside keked-down”
through waves of fleeing, . | classrooms, i was enoughto -
panicked students and step rzke baby-boamer parents
over wounded children tug- | long for the good old daysof
ging at their pant legs crying | duck-and-cover,

“Help me!” Says Braswelk:
“From Columbine, we've
fearned that you have no
cholos but t0 go in and stop

Ins Gounty, Fla,, last month ¢ |-

The old rles on bow ta

respond to schoot and office

shookings-set up 4 perime-
ter and wait for swaT—are

the carnage.” | gone. Now cops are trained
Ayenr sfer a teapedy that when they hear shoot-

that left 15 dend—and scores | ing, they should go in imme-

of guestinns shout why the diately, puns drawn, and stop

pohioe reoved se slowly—eri- | the violence. *Wekad 1o

sie training that wasoncare- | make o chongs,” says SWAT

sevvad for big-clty swar trainer Randy Watl, "Fifteen

teams has entered the cur-
riewlum for strect cops. The
Los Angeles police hope tu

}ﬁmage;}wézdniseﬁgw-

ple going in just for the suke
of cresting mayhem and

That method seemed to do the trick
last week in Lake Station, Ind., where a

ing it?
Liaine Shansoni Warhington

—With regoriing by

ONLY A mn. mm mm ;w&:« pm;m-e for Co!umhlne 1I

BHreih AR AR ¢ AR IWOLTA Do d

phanning thefrowndemise” | helpedat Coiﬁmi;.ng, where
During the Patershurg patrolmen waited aulgids
drill, several cops blinked [ | the schoo! for Inter-arriving
back teprs when they had to | swar tearns rather than barge
step over injured kids, “All- ing inside o confrant the
your instinets teli you to belp | gunmen? Colorads Governor
them,” says Detective Bi# Crwens told TIME that he
Braswell, a father of two, thinks those slow and delib
“Baut | understand what erate tactics were probably
needs 1o be done.” Some inappropriate and will be as-
agencies have armed their sessed by his Columbing Ra-
patml offeers with rifley and | view Commission. But most
equipped patrod cass with departments aren’t waiting
computers that can quickly for more studies—rapid
call up school Bloeprintz, deployment i the order of

Would any of this have

theday, —By Andrew Goldsteln
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RAMPAGE KILLERS:
A Summary of The New York Times Examination

Intreduction
Puring the week of April 8, The New York Times published a series of four articles

examining the phenomenen of rampage kitlings. The study looked at 102 killers in 100
rampage attacks over the past 50-plus years. The database from which the conclusions
are drawn is believed to be the largest ever compiled on this topic.

Key Findings

This exhaustive examination returned thice principal findings. They are:

¢« “While the killings have caused many people to point to the violont aspects of the
culture, a closer ook shows little evidance that video games, movies or ielevision
encouraged many of the attacks, Inonly 6 of the 100 cases did the killers have a
known inferest in violent video games.”

+  While the past decade has seen a sharp decrease in almost all kinds of homicides,
rampage killings have incrcased. 5till, these killings remain rare, accqunting for
much less than | percent of all homicides.

»  While much of the recent Tecus has been on increased security in the schools and the
workplace, g closer took shows that most ramnage cases may be more related to
society’s lack of knowledsge of mental health issues, rather than a luck of security,
The Times points out that in case after case, family members, teachers and mental

_health professionals have missed or dismissed critical signs of deterioration,

Mental Hiness: The Overlooked Kev

The Times found much evidence of mental tlnexs 1n the subjects studhed.  More than
half of the rampage killers had histories of serious mental health problems. Of the 24
who had been described psychiatric drugs, 14 had stopped taking them when they
committed their crimes. According to the Tirnes VIndications of mental illness were far
more common among the (00 cases than wag evidence supporting popular explanations
that emerged in the days after some of these spectacular events.” The following is a
breakdown of factors: Three killers showed an interest in the occult; racist ideas were
apparent in the backgrounds of 156; only ¢ handfu] of cases Involved the mention of
violent video gamies or television. By contrast, 48 killers had some kind of formal

diagnosis, often schizaphrenia.

Holes in ¢ un Laws
The Times examination also notes how difficuli it is to enforce a key provision of the

nation’s gun control law, That provision prohibits anyone involuntarily committed to a
mental institution from buying a handgun. Laws in most states guard the privacy of the
mentally Ul and these statutes generally bar law enforcement agencies from access 1o



mental health records. As a result, gun background checks typically fail to turn up the
mental health histories of people with psychiatric problems, {Utah and Connecticut now
give law-enforcement agencies mental health information for background checks on gun
buvers in the wake of rampage shootings in thoss states).

Semiautomatic Weapons & Rampage Killings

The Times noted that the number of rampage killings increased in the 19903, coinciding
with a trend of 1ecreasing availability of more lethal weapons. In the late 19805, the
production of semiautomatic pistols surpassed production of revolvers, adding perbaps to
the ability of mflict mayhem.

Copyeat Killings

The Times report notes fourteen of the studied kitlers expressed knowledge of their
predecessors in rampage murdess.

onclusions

The Times piece should be considered required reading for anyone with un interest in this
topic. The ¢conclusions of the Times study might best be summed up by stating that there
are o clear conclusions. What is shown is the strong role acourate and diligent mental
health evaluation and treatment plays in the prevention of such tragedies.

Additionally, it is apparent that access 10 weapons of mass mayhem plays some role in
the increase in these rampage kitliogs.

Finally, the conventional finger pointing at so-called “popular culture” influences i3

misdirected. The preponderance of real examination shows thal videe games, movies and
music registered as barely a blip when this vast databiase was put under careful, aon-

partisan examnination.

The work of The New York Tinies on this matter is revelatory and a much-needed factual
examination of the sad reality of rampage killings.



ii Excerpted from “A Guide to Safe Schools,” Developed by the
i Department of Education and the Department of Justice

Early Warning Signs

Mone of the following signs glone is a sufficient indicator of potential violence. Raiher,
the following signs, cspecially when they are presented in combination, may be used as
an aid in identifving and referring children who may need help.

Social Withdrawal: Gradual and eventually complete withdrawal from usual social
contacts ¢an be an indicator of a troubled child. Withdrawal often stems from feclings of
depressicn, rejection, persecution and lack of confidence.

Strong Feclings of Isolation and Being Along: While most children who are
isolated und appear friendless are not violent, research has shown that in some ¢ases these
traits are associated with children who behave aggressively and violently.

Excessive Feelings of Rejection: While growing up, many chillren expericnce
emotionally painful rejection. Thelr reaction 1o rejection depends on many background
factors. Without support, some may be at risk of expressing their emotional distress in
negative ways, including violence,

Victim of Vielence: Children who are victims of violence - including physical or
sexual ahuse — are sometimes at risk themsclves of becoming violent toward themselves
or others,

Feelings of Being Picked an and Persecuted: Kids who feel constantly picked
om, 1eascd, bullied and humibiated at bome or at school may initially withdraw socially.
Without adequate support, sorse children may vent these feclings in Inappropriate ways,
including aggression or violence.

; Low Scliool Interest and Poor Academic Performance: In some situations,

| such as when a low-achiever feels frustrated or unworthy, acting out and agpressive

! behaviers may occur. When a noticeable downturn occars in academic performance, it is
1 critical te detennine the varous rcasons for that change.

Violent Writings and Drawing: Many children produce work about violent themes
: that for the most parl is harmless when taken in context. However, a lot of violence in
writings and drawings that is directed at specific individuals (family, classmates, other
adults) over a long period of Ume, can be a sign of emotional problems and the potental
for real viclence, Because of the danger of misdiagnosing such & sign, it i3 important 1o
seek the guidance of 2 quatified professional to determine (15 meaning,



T

R

Page 2
Hncontrolled Anger: Anger is a natural emotion. However, when it is expressed
frequently and intensely in response to minor matiers, it may be a sign of potential violent
behavior,

Impulsive and Chronic Hitting, Intimidating and Bullping: Although children
often engage in acts of shoving, some mildly aggressive behaviors such as constant
hitting and bullying of others that occur early in children’s lives, if sgwrz:(i could later
escatate tnto more sericus behaviors.,

History of Discipline Problems: Persistent disciplinary problems both in schoo! and
at home may indicate that some emotional needs are not being met. Such problems may
set the stage for the child to break rules, defy authority, disengage from school and
gngage in aggressive behavior,

History of Violent and Aggressive Behavior: Without support and counseling, a
child with » story of aggressive or violent behavior s likely 1o repeat those behaviors.
Such sctions could inglude violence towards ather individuals, cruclty 1w amimals or Hre -
setting.

Intolerance for Differences and Prejudicial Astitudes: While all children have
likes and dislikes, an intense prejudice towards others based on racial, ethnic, religious,
language, gender, sexual orientation, ability and physical appearance, coupled with other
factors, may lead to viclent assaulis against those considered o be different,
Memboership in hate groups or the willingness fo vicuimize those with disabilities or
health problems should also be treated as warning signs.

Drug Use and Alcoliol Use; Use of drugs and/or aleohal reduces self-control and
mcreases youth exposure 1o vielence, either as perpetrators, as victinys or both.

Invotvement with Gangy: Gangs involved in anti-social values and behaviors cause -
fear and siress among other studemts. Kids who are influenced by these groups, ¢ither by
copying their actiens or becoming directly invelved with them, may adopt these values or
act out in a vicleat manner. -

Inapprapriate Access to and Use gf Firearms: Kids who inappropriately possess
or have access to firearms can have a greater risk for violence. Rescarch shows that such
children also have a higher probability of becoming victins. Children with a history of
aggression, impulsiveness or other emotional problems should not have noeessto
fircarms or weapens of any type.

Serious Threats of Vielence: While idle theeats are o common response to
frustration, one of the most relisble signs that a vouth ig likely to commit a dangerous act
15 a detailed and specific threat (o use violence, Such threats must be taken seriously and
steps should be taken 1o understand the nature of these threats and fo prevent them from
being acted out.



http:In.,o'veltlf.mt

[ nnan e twm— e

“It takes no stretch of the inmellect 10 know there are Uiree
pillars which support the rostrum from which springs the
conduct of youngsters as they grow o adulthood: Home,
Church and School, Muothers und fathers, ministers, rabbis,
priests, principals and teachers must construct within the minds
and hearts of children un impenetrable moral shield, against
which the Mandishments of peers, the enticements of the mean

<§ streets, clannish cligues, and visual and aural images, will

shaner and break, But absent that moral shield, absent the
loving embrace of Purents, Church and School, absent the early
vears' learning of right and wrong, no abolition of
constitutional rights, no execitive order, no congressional law,
no flery rhietoric will ever salvage a child's conduct or locate a
missing moral core. 1f we, as a nation, don't wnderstand thag,
we are lost"”

|

A statement of principles and
beliefs of the member companies of the
Motion Picture Association of America
which contribute to the goal of
making our schools safer and our children safe

presented by

. Jack Valenti,
President and Chief Executive Officer, MPAA

before the
Senate Commerce Committee

in Washington D. C.
on May 4, 1999
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What happened at Columbine High School in Colorado was a senseless act of mindless
malice. Every sane American recoils in horror. There is rage in the land. There are ouicries to
ban, abolish, and quarantine by legislative fiat what many believe to be source beds of fatal
mischief., But we have to be clear- headed in our response to the query: How does this nation
make our schools proof against such grotesque intrusions?

What ghoulish molecules infected two teen-agers, Nathan Leopold and Richard Loeb in
1924, seventy-five years ago, to callously kidnap, torture and murder fourteen-year old Bobby
Franks?

What bred the inhumanity in teen-ager Charles Starkweather who in 1951, forty-eight
years ago, with his fourteen year old girlfriend, roamed across Nebraska and Wyoming shooting,
stabbing and strangling eleven pcople. Caril Fugate, his gitlfriend, confessed she shotgunned her
own mother. Caitlin Lovinger reported in the New York TIMES (April 23, 1999) that hours
before Starkweather was strapped in an electric chair, he was asked if he would like his eyes
donated for medical research. "Hell no," he said, "no one ever did anything for me. Why should
J do anything for anyone else?”

What was the dark {orce that invaded teen-ager Kenneth Skinner and caused him in 1952,
forty-seven years ago, 1o burn down an apartment building that was on his paper route. He
casually admitted Jater then he knew none of the eight people who died in the blaze?

What commpasionless. evil prompted Charles Whitman to climb the Tower at the
University of Texas in 1966, thirty-three years ago, and without mercy gaze down the sight of his
rifle to shoot fifteen innocent people to death?

Wherein lie the roots of the madness of Starkweather, Skinner, Fugate, Whitman,
Leopold and Loeb? Do they have any connection to the unfathomable urgings which infected
the brains of the kid killers at Columbine?

Kid killers are inhabited by dismal rhvthms and mental disconnects.

One doesn't have to be a medical seer to understand that youngsters who kill, wantonly,
casually, are inhabited by dismal rhythms which dance in an emoticnal bubble perilously off-
center. There is within them a mental disconnect swarming with dark and primitive transactions.
Unhappily, no one knew that behind the fresh faces of Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold lurked the
picture of Dcrian Gray. Why did not anyone sense that these two seemingly non-violent youths
were seething with hatred, on the edge of detonation, even though it was writ clear and large they
were in terrible emotional disarray?

But when something incomprehensible like Columbine occurs, fear is infectious. In a
NEWSWEEK poll last week, 64% of adults believed a shooting incident at their local schools to
be "very likely" to "somewhat likely.” But factually in 1996 only ten percent of schools reported
even one serious violent crime.
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The statiglics are revelatory. Fewer than one percent of homicides invelving school-age
children aceuy in and around schools, according to the Centers for Disease Control, Since 1592
the annual death toll from school shootings has ranged from twenty to fifty-five, says the
National School Safety Center, There were forty-nine dembs in the last school year. Forty-three
percent of ail schools had no crime at all in the 1996-1997 school year, said the Departmenst of
Education. In 1997, eight pereent of high school students said they had carned a weapon 1o
school in the preceding month. This was a decrease from the twelve peroent in 1993,

In 1997, the murder rale jn the USA was the Jowest in thirty vears. The juvenile viclent
arrest rate rose between 1988 and 1994, but peaked i 1994, and since then has decreased
steadily.  The FB) reports that the number of persens under cighteen in the US. is some 70
million. The rate of arrests for violent crimes in this calegory has declined from s high water
mark in 1994 at 51% to 4% or forty-one hundredth of one pereent (287,000).  This alse means
that 99.50% of voung peeple under eighteen (69,7 miliion) were not into violent crime.

The children of this country do not deserve being all herded 1nte a category that jabels
them as something they are not. They are not all killers, They are not all brooding, menacing
figures, filled with hateds, emotional sbnormalities which house a defective mytholagy.
Though all children more or less inhabit the same entertaimment and community enclaves,
ninety-nise percent of them are decently formed good citizens.

Yes, I know that statistics are frail reeds on which to lean, bul they ought not be ignored.
Yes, # is absolutely true that one death is too many. Columbine happened. The natien weeps.
Now we have an ovespowering responsibility, as a nation, (o make our schools safer.

How can we as parents and citizens contribute to making our schools safer and our
children zafe?

It takes no stretch of the intellect to know beyond doubt there are three pillars which
support the rastrum from which springs the conduct of youngsters as they grow to adulthood,
They are Home, Church and School. These are the central nervous systems of a child’s future
behavior, Neither Presidents nor Congress nor regulatory agencies can substitute for the three
essential imperatives through which children are molded, Home, Church and School.

Maothers, Tathers, ministers, rabbis, priests, principals and teachers must construct within
the minds and hearts of children an impenetrable moral shield, against which the blandishments
of peers, the enticements of the mean streets, clannigh cliques, and visual and aural images, will
shatter and break, That moral armor plate has to be woven from o clear understanding of what is
right and what is wrong, founded on God's inviolate commandments (which are pretty much the
same in every religion). H that moral armor is swurdily assembled, and fitied in the carly years,
no mamentary lapse will dissolve its bindings.

But absent that moral shield, absent the loving embrace of parents, chureh and school,
absent the sarly years’ learning of right and wrong, no aboelition of constitutional nghts, no
executive crder, no congressional Jaw, no fiery rhetoric will ever salvage a child’s conduct or
lacate a missing moral core. If we as a nation don't understand that, we are lost. “
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What is rizht and what is plainlv wrong:

Fducation experts assert that the most sensitive time span in the life of a child is m the
first seven or eight years. That is the period when the chnld's characier is shaped and formed,
perhaps forover. Yet it is in those sensitive carly years where most of us lag in inseriing an
ethical code within our children, barren of which youngsters grow up with a threadbare morality,
Why not, then, beginning in pre-school, maving through kinderganen and grades one through
five, for at least one half hour each day, teach children how to live a life both decent and worthy?
Why not summon the best minds in education and child behavior (o construct a course which
could be called WHAT IS RIGHT AND WHAT 18 PLAINLY WRONG? (In high school or
college 1his course would doubtiess be labeled "Ethics” or "Moral Judgments.™)

All religions are anchored 1o the same sporal platforrn. What is wrong in one religion is
usually wrong in another. Thereforg there cught be no barriers to the teaching of a course that is
not religions, in the constitutional sense, byt is the seedbed from which flows a firm and fluent
embrace of life-giving essentials: honor, duly, compassien, sacrifice, decency, integrity, seli-
worth, civic values and, above ali, the cleansing precept that ose should treat others as one wants
others o treat him or her, If we squander this once-in-a-1ifetime opportanity to insert in the child
that indispensable moral code which will guide him through an uncertain future, we will have
blundered, badly. As someone wrate: “When error is irretrievable, there can be no repentance.”
If such o course were to be put in place, 1 wounld ask the member companics of MPAA, and
others in the creative community, to help produce briel videos which would personalize the
examples offered in the course.

Early warning signals:

Early warning alerts given off by disturhed children must be heard and countered
immediately. They cannot be dismissed. The schools have experts, or ought o have, whose
alarm bells clang when troubled students come into view,

Parents have to be watchful for problematical behavior in their children. When those
kids are inadvertentiy crying out for help before they walk off the edge of the precipice, parents
capnot be dizmissive, cannot remain mute snd blind.  They must contact diagnostic experts
before it is 100 late.

The Department of Edvcation in August, 1998 has published s most important document
titked Guide to Safe Schools. This Guide is signed and sponsored by Richard Riley, Secretary of
Education and lanet Reno, Attorney General, and its substance was supplied by experts in
education, law enforcement, juv‘cnilejusiice, mental health and other social service. This Guide
demands to be examined for it verifies Early Warning Signals, which every parent ought to read
and absorb.  These early warning signs are:

"Social withdrawal; excessive feelings of isolation and being alone; affiliation with
gangs; inappropriate access 1o, possession of, and use of firearms; excessive feelings of rejection;



being a victim of viclence, feelings of being picked on and persecuted; low school imerest and
poor achdemic performance; expression 0{ vialence in writings and drawings; uncosirolled
anger; patterns of impaisive and chromc hitting; Intimidating, and bullying behavior; history of
disciplinary problems; past history of viclemt and aggressive behaviar; intolerance for differences

-and prejudicial attitudes; drug use.”

1t is a must-read for parents, school teachers, principals, and clerics. It is also a recipe for
saving a child's life, as well as saving the lives of thuse with whom disturbed young children
associate,

The movie/TV industry can be of assistapce by helping o disteibute the Early Warning
Signals, 1 is a venture that we would be willing to discuss with the Departiment of Education,

Asvcusalary fingers puinl loward movies

Lets discuss movies. Accusatory fingers point toward films as a prime villain,  Last
year the entire movie industry produced over 550 fibms. When that many movies are made,
some of them are bound (o be slovenly conceived. In a free society, no one ¢an command ‘only -~
good movies be produced. Which is why I will not defend all movies. Some few ip my
judgment cross & studged, il-tHuminated line where the acceptable becomes unsuitable, and Tl
have no part of them. But the greal mujority of films, some of them rising to the highest point to
which the creative spirit can soar, don't wammant being Jumped with 2 number of movies whose
waorth is questionable.  Edmund Burke was right when he said, "You cannot indict an entire
society,” Neither should anyone condemn the many because of the porous guality of the very
few. Moreover, American parents have the supreme right not to patronize what they judge to be
soiling to their childrens' futare. The parental bill of rights declares the power of parents o turn
away from that which they don't want thetr family 1o listen to or watch. Banish them from your
home, refuse to patronize them outside the home.

The movie/TV industry has an obligation to be responsible

I do garnestly believe that the movie/TV industry has z solemn obligation. Each creative
iearn must examine their work from 2 personal perspective.  Is there gratuilous viclence,
languags or sensuality? I there is, then the creative team, on its own, without any nagging or
commands from anyone clse, ought to exile whatever is gratuitous without dismaying the
dramatic narrative that is the core of the story. 1 wholeheariedly endorse that kind of creative
serutiny.

Years ago many of us in the movie world came to the conclusion that we had 2 duty to
inform parents about film content. This is the prime reason why for over thirty vears a voluntary
movie rating system, created and implemented by film producers snd theater owners, has been n
place. These ratings give advance cautionary warnings (o parenis 50 they can decide what
movies they want their children 1o see or not 19 see,  Only parents are capable of making such
decisions. Some 75% of parents with children under thirteen find this rating system Very Useful
to Fairly Useful in helping them guide their children’s movie viewing.



A comparable rating system is operative in television, offering information 10 paremts
about TV shows. Soon, there will be available in large supply the so-called V-Chip whose aim it
is 1o give parents more power over the TV viewing of their children. Parents have 10 1end 1o
their children's TV viewing, seriously, tenaciously, else they cannot indict others for their lack of
monitoring TV waiching 1n the home. For example, too many parents are agreeing 10 give their
young children their own TV set, in their own room, thereby losing control over what their
children are watching. But that is a parental decision they alone can make.

The movie indusiry bas played, and is playing, an imponant role in our society, and will
continue te do so. American movies travel the world, where they are hospitably received and
enthusiastically patronized. Our movies, from Mr. SMITH GOES 7O WASHINGTON w
SAVING PRIVATE RYAN, from BEN HUR 1w STAR WARS, captivate sudiences everywhere,
Enteriqinment created in America is one of this nation’s proudest artistic and commercial assets,
We produce for this country huge amounts of surplus balance of trade at 2 tme when the country
bleeds from wede deficis,  {}t 38 wronic that Japan, which devours American fims and TV
programs, has one of the lowest crime rates in the world!)

§ixten lo the children

We (meaning parents and citizens, Congress, White House, professionals in the fiekd of
education, science and business) should lisien to the children, the youngsters in grammar school,
middle school and high school.  They are best equipped to tell us if the media is the complete
villain, if what they hear and see infects them, and soils their best intentions.  They know better
than thetr elders about peer pressure and rejection and cliques and the mean alternatives that
tantalize and entice them.  Are we truly listening to them?

On Thursday, April 29, 1999, Jeff Greenfield (CNN) had a ‘conversation’ with students.
Two of those students were from Columbine High School. One of them, a lovely sentor named
Alisha Basare, was quened about the impact of the media on un-natural behavior.  She
responded that the media was 2 minor force in distorting students’ valves,  If the media was at
fault, she said, everyone of the some 1,850 students at Columbine would all be killers because, as
she pointed vut, the students all watch the same movies and TV programs, listen to the same
music, play the sume video games. By her side was the other Columbine student, Josh Nizlsen,
who confirmed Alisha's remarks and said it wasn't the media, but rather that the two killers were
crazy. ’

Let's listen to the children,

Why kids po wrong is full of complexities and contradictions. There is no ‘one thing,’

As we debate and discuss the phenomenon of killer kids” we have to understand there are
areas iy the human brain which even the maost advanced medical skills have not yet been able 10
penetrate.  We just don't know the ‘why.' There is no ong element in the society, no one thing
that if revised, would be ‘the solution' to societal violence. It is all so very complicated, so
complex, because we are dealing with the human condition which is unknowable in so many
ways.  Just as it is true that computers can do everything except one thing: they cannot


http:patroni,.ed
http:impon.mt

accurately predict human behavior.  Though we ache for it there is no Euclidian geometry with
its simple clarity availabie to us in our search for guick answers when youngsterg expiode and
others dig.

But we ought not leap to conclusions without verifiable evidence and professionsl
guidance, The Depanment of Education/Atorney General's GUIDE 70 SAFE SCHOOLS has
peered deeply into the problem and concluded that Early Wanings must be observed and ucted
on with urgency. Additionally, the Surgeon General can build on this Guide by enlisting the
finest prafessionals in the land who know best how to navigate and map the dimly lit carridors of
the hurmnan mind, From that assembly of the most knowledgeable must come evidence, not
theory, nof fenuong links, not opinion, not personal view, not surmise, but confirmable evidence,

It is these men and women of medical science and education onn whom we should rely 1o
provide us with real facts. And thes the great majority of citizens can act wisely and prudently,
pot wildly axing that which ought not be dismantled.

We should heed the words of Oliver Goldsmith who, in discussing what he called ‘the
good natured man’, wrote: “"We must touch his weaknesses with a delicate hand. There are some
faults ¢o nearty allied to excellence that we can scarce weed oul the fault without eradicating the
virtue." . .

There is a leng road ahead, but the goal is reachable. It will require all factions and
elements in the society to be involved. The movie/TV indusiry is ready 10 be part of a national
crusade to make our schools safer and our children safe.



A SAMPLING OF VOLUNTARY INITIATIVES UNDERTAKEN BY
THE MEMBER COMPANIES OF THE MOTION PICUTRE

ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA




THE WALT DISNEY COMPANY:
REACHING PARENTS AND CHILDREN WITH MESSAGES OF
SAFETY AND NON-VIOLENCE

The Walt Disney Company has produced and aired numerous public service
announcements (PSAs), news programs and programming with anti-viclence themes in
an effort to reach a wide audience with messages concerning this critical issue. The
following is a purtial represeniation of Disney's voluniwry efforts to aid America’s youth.

A Series of Dffice of National Drug Control Policy (ODCP) Spots Developed i
Cooperation with the Departnient of Justice Crime Prevention Coalition:

o Less Crime Is No Accident - Aimed at an adult audience, this spot focuses on
community efforts 1o reduce crime and violence.

o Scruff’s Adventures 1 — These spots, aimed al a young audience, show what a child
should do if they find a gun in the home and what (o do when confronted by gang
members.

s Misperceptions - For a teen audience, this spot deals with kids who may look and fec!
different from “conventional” children who bangd together to fight crime in their
neighborhoods,

ONDCP Spot Developed in Cooperation with Children First

o Memuoring Program — NYPD Blue’s Dennis Franz tells adult viewer that if they want
to keep kids away from guns, they should mentor a child.

Sclected Public Service Anpouncements

e School Vielence/Tulk to Kids - NYPD Blue’s Rick Schroeder tells kids to talk 1o
adulis if they hear other kids talking about having guns, shooting people or making a
bomb.

s School Violence - Demonstrates the importance of teachers listening to kids,

»  War — Shows kids safe ways to get angry and to work out their differences.

o Cease Fire Effort ~ Warns against the dangers of kids discovering guns in the home
or at the home of a friend. The spot also encourages parents 1o find out if parents of
your children’s friends have a gunt in the home.

o Dept. of Justice Crime Prevention Coalition — Created as a cesult of several (pre-
Colunbine} school shootings, this spot shows graphic ¢rime scene footage while the
song usks “Where have all the children gone?”

e High Incident - Instructs on getting kids 10 school safely.

o Lawhkey Kids - Teaching latchkey kids rules of safety.
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Children First Program
»  School News Yowu Can Use! - This half-hour program ran in September and included
a segment on school viclence and an BOO number for the Center for the Prevention of

Schoo! Violence.

ABC News Has Produced and Ared a Number of Relevant Segments to she Current
Discassion Including:

e Good Morning America - American Family Serdes “Children and Steess,” and
“Spotting and Stopping Bulliies, Saving Your Kid." Also, “Building Self-Estcem and
Keeping Ii.” ’

s World News Tonight - Lessons Learned: Town Meeting (4/22/99%; A Closer Look:
Warning Signs of Violence: A Closer Look: School Responsibility; Solutions: Last
Charce Ranch Helps Teens, and Solutions: Knowledge is Power program.

ESPN's Award-Winning “Oulside the Lines” Program Alred the Following Segments

Addressiag the Issue of Violence in Our Soclety:

Qur Violent Games

Sporss Under Arrest
Sportsmanship in the 90s

Twrf Wars: Gangs and Sports
Pro Wrestling's Hold on America

o, % & & @

- A Number of Disney’s Evening Television Programs Have Utilized Anti-Violence

Themes During One or More Episodes. These Programs Include:

& Fantusy Island, NYPD Blue, Sports Night, Boy Meets World, The Practice,
Dangerous Minds, Wonderful World of Disney’s "Selma, Lord Selma” and " Ruby

Bridges.” :

Disney’s Saturday Children’s Programming Has Alse Addressed tie Importance of

Resolving Conllicts Without Violence, These Include,

s Recess, Doug, Hercules, Pepper Ann, The New Advemures of Winnie the Pooh,
Squigglevision and Peter ard the Wolf {special}.

Disney Educational Productions has also developed a videotape titled “Under the Gun.”
This 28-minute video, which can be ordered divectly from Disney, explores the danger of
guns and teaches that tragedy can result when guns fall milo the wrong hand. The tape is
designed for grades 4-8 and comes with a discussion guide and classroom posier,



FOX KIDS NETWORK PUBLIC SERVICE CAMPAIGN

Fox Kids Network rolied out a groundbreaking on-air public service campaign targeting
the social and emotional needs of adolescents. This 10-part series of messages, entitled

Check Yourself, is designed to give kids tools Tor coping with anxiety, anger, stress and

peer pressure.

The ten PSAs feature an ensemble of six diverse kids, who depict real Jife problems
relevant to pre-teens, in combination with an inventive, original music score (0 enhance
commmuricaling coping tools to young viewers.

© The campaign, Jaunched on June 27, 1958 will also be featured across all Fox Kids media
including: Check Yoursell (00l% in Totally Fox Kids magazine, the most widely read
children’s publication in the country; the music in the campaign will be spotlighted on the
natonay syndicated Fax Kids Countdown radio show, broadcast on over 200 stations
natienwide; and integrated wmessages will be featured on the Fox Kids Cyberstation
wehsite,

The following deseribes the lcarning objectives of the media spots. Two PSA’s are
created 1o address each goal.

» Stap, Breathe, Count to Three —~ The goal is to teach the technigue of slow, deep
breathing to accomplish self-regulation in the face of strong emotions such as anger
and anxiety. "

¢«  What’s Really Going On? - Identifies and names different emotions occurring in
sequence and find the triggering emotiong, helping kids identify what emotion they |
are really feeling in order 1o take responsible action.

*+  Draw If, Write It, Let It Gut - Encournges the use of expressive processes (o
express and defuse strong emotions.

s Find Out What Werks For You — The goal bere i 1o train kids to turn into their
inner voice in the face of peer pressure in order 1o exercise personal cholce,

»  Check Yourself Overview Spots — Strives to teach kids to check through their
emotions and think them through before acting on them.



SONY PICTURES ENTERTAINMENT’S PROJECTS AIMED AT
REDUCING YOUTH VIOLENCE

Sony Pictures Entertainment has a strong history of supporting grassronts commumnity-
based organizations addressing reducing violence in the lives of young people. The
following are selected highlighis of those efforts,

o Living Literature/Calors United
Living Literature/Colors United 15 a non-profit, grassroots, multi-ethnic, education-
based performing and visual arts organization for inner-city youth, It offers
community services and youth support through gang intervention, couaseling,
performance instruction and employment skills counseling. Its mission is to maotivate
“at-risk™ vouth by awakening an interest in learming through Hterature, drama, music
and dance, and developing Life-long academic, professional and coping skills.

One of the programs provided by the organization is the Student Evaluation and
Support Program. This program provides referrals for psychological counseling,
family therapy, financial aid housing, one-on-one tutoring and inclusion in the
Mentoring Program.

¢« Teen Line
Teen Line is a nop-profit organization, which strives to alleviate or minnmize
adolescent {rauma, stress, turmoil and confusion by providing 4 een-to-teen hatline
and community outreach services, The agency provides feens wilh a safe, non-
judgmental and positive peer listening service with sanonymity guaranteed. Teen Line
13 in its seventeenth year of aperation and i Jocated at Cedurs-Sinat Medical Center
in Los Angeles. Because it has a toll-free statewide number, the hotline has achieved

wide accessibility for teenagers.

Teen Line offers an opportunity for teenagers ta be heard, to explore feslings, to
clarify options and 1o receive refervals to appropriate resources if needed. Funding
provided by SPE has been used to implement the Teen Line Culver City Unified
Schael District Outreach Program. The program suppeoris the delivery of outreach
services to the Calver City schools congisting of presentations and Teen Ling’s
materials. '

e Palins Middie School “Council Project”
The Palms Middle School “*Council Project” is a place for students to mect and
discuss the persanal, racial and commaunity ivsues facing young people today,
Council provides a forum for young people to leamn, to listen and to speak to one
another from the heart,

Over 1100 students participate each year in the “Council Project.” The program s
integrated into the daily curriculum schedule and it is a requirement for every sixth
and eighth grade student at the schoeol. Class ix held weekly for one hour with trained

professionals.



-

Wilipower 1o Youth

Willpower tc Youth is an innovative, comprehensive program that creates aon-
permanent, full-time educational eraployment opportunities for inner-city youth, ages
14-21. Created by Shakespeare Festival/LLA, the program employs young peopie
during six-week, off-school periods and guides them through intensive human
relations training as they study and perforin adaptations of Shakespeare's plays
throughout o diverse varfety of local cominunities,

The program provides (rainipg {or youths to imprave their interparsena) relations with
people from diverse backgrounds, opinions and beliel systems — tools which they
carry into their homes, classrooms and places of employment,



TIME WARNER INC.: COMMUNITY RESPONSIBILITY-
CORPORATE ACTION

Time Warner Incorporated has witiated and implemented numerous groundbreaking
campaigns to berter our nation’s communities, Next week Time Warner will release a -
“Community Responsibility Report™ that demonstrates, in a myriad of acis of
volunteerism and community action, the commnitment of the entire corporation io
uplifting our children in the world in which they live. The following is a partial
representation of Time Warner's outreach efforts.

© As one of the world’s leading media companies, Time Warner is acutely aware of the
necessity for a literate and educated public. Following are several highlights of the
corporation’s efforts 1o uplift the quality of education for America’s youth.

s Time to Read ~ The company’s most acclasmed and long-standing volunieer program,
it is also the nation’s largest corporate-sponsored volunicer literacy initiative,
graduating more than 150,000 learners since ¥s inception in 1985, Today more than.
22,250 tutors and learners participate in the program at 32 locations across the nation.
For children, the program provides tramned mentors to help develop and improve
reading skiils that lead o critical improvement and school success. For adults, the
program prepares learners for work and/or for their high school equivalency diploma,

s Virtual Y — Time Warner has purtnered with the Upper Manhatian Empowerment
Zone to fund nine Virteal Y sites in Harlem, providing a safe location for kids 1o
work on their reading skills and to participate in team sports. Time Warner also
donates “Time for Kids™ and “"Sporis [ustrated for Kids™ as reading texts along with
a young~-teaders carriculum to each Time Warner-sponsored Virtual Y.

s America’s Promise: The Alliance for Youth - Led by General Colin Powell this
program has dedicated itself 10 mobilizing national resources to benelit children,
Time Warner pledged to provide | million hours of volunteer tutoring and mentoring
annually through the Time (¢ Read program. That goal was achieved in September
1998 and Time Warner continues to build upon it

o SIFK Reading Team - Recogmzing children’s love of sports, this program uses Time
Warner’'s highly successful magazine “Sponts Hiustrated for Kids™ as a tool in
promoting fteracy. This {G-year-old program, aimed at agés 8 and up, donates copies
of the magazine to more than 6,000 teachers in clussrooms at elementary schools in
low-income neighborhoods nationwide, More than 150,000 issues are donated to
Boys & Girls Clubs of America in the sunmuner months.

Time Warner also recognizes that urban public schools need technology as a tool for
student learning as well as for developing networks among teachers, schools and
communities. The following programs demaonstrate Time Warner's commitment {o
upgrading technology in our nation’s schools.
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Time Warner Media Centers - Time Wamer has pledged 35 mitlion to the Annenberg
Foundation’s Challenge to revitalize public education, A portion of that contribution
enabled 25 New York schools to build Time Warner Media Centers. Time Warner's
support enables them to expand their technological capacity to integrate computer and
other technelogy into classroom instruction and curriculum development. The
schools also receive support for staff development, wiring facilitics, hardware and
software.

Computer Training ~ In September 1998, Time Wamer partnered with Cisco Systems
to estaldish computer-training programs at 10 New York City public high schools.
Each year 400 students will learn to design, build and maintain computer networks in
order to gain the certification needed to fill an estimated 350,000 high-tech jobs
currently available in the ULS. Bach school receives a coraputer lab equipped with
networked computers and customized software. Participating teachers receive
ongoing state-of-the-art at a custom-designed computer training eenter at Time
Warmner headquarters.

Acme Virtual Training Network {VIN} - This distance-learning program links
apimators from Warner Bros, Feature Animation with educational institutions viaa -
video-teleconferencing network. The program helps frain animation students who
fve far from entertainment and art centers. Since the program launched in 1986,
more than LU0 students have participated.

Time Warner is also working actively to provide teachers with additional toels to aid in -
the instruction of our nation’s children. Highlights include:

*

CNN Newsroom — This Is a free instructional program for teachers. Airing weekdays
withaut commercials on CNN, the progran: presents news coverage that is tailored to
the inierests and cogaitive levels of high school students. The program also provides
teachers with free daily currtculum guides they can download from the Internet.
Currently 63,000 teachers at 34,000 gchools acress the country are enrolled in this
effort. .

Cable in the Clussroom - Founded in 1989, this initiative seeks to provide free cable
connechions, equipment, teacher workshops and commercial-free programming to all
public and private K-12 schools in the nation. Time Warner Cable now provides
these services (o 20% of the schools in areas it serves, reaching well over 7 mithon |
students.



UNIVERSAL STUDIOS: KNOWLEDGE IS POWER

Universal, both independently and through its parent company Scagram, supports a wide-
range of programs designed to uplift our children and the communities in which they live.
These inttiatives include;

« FEducation is Universal — Thisx program provides comprehensive kindergarten
through high school tutoring, mentoring, ants education, internship and college
swholarships 1o aid disadvantaged students. The overriding goal s to build and
nuriure a diverse, highly skilled work{orce.

+ The Schoal Parinership Program - Seagram employees in cities across the country
and throughout the world are encouraged (o voluanteer for a variety of established
prajects in local public schools on company time. For example, at P.S. 198 ia
Manhattan, the company has sponsored a choral director and provided mini-graats to
teachers for curriculum earichment. Seagram recorvenes the school’s graduates
during their junior year of high school and provides college scholarships for the most
deserving students.

» The Yolunteer Resource Center — Through this entity, Scagrum cmployees can
match skills with the volunteer needs of non-profit organizations.

» The Seagrany'United Way Scttlement House Initiative - Four years ago, when the
New York City Departiment of Youth Services cut its funding 10 oot-for-profit
agencies, il forced seitlement houses to close. Settlement houses are welcoming
places in urbuan neighiborhoods that provide free or fow cost afterschool and summer
programas as well ns sule, high guality child care and education sctivitics, Thig
inittative invites existing scttlcment houses 1o apply for grants to operate or
streagthen youth programming ondangered by the funding reduction.

» 'The Matching Gifis Program — Scagram employees can use company funds to
muatch their contributions to non-profit organizations,



VIACOM’S ANTI-VIOLENCE CAMPAIGN

MTV’s 1999 pro-social campaign Fight for Your Rights: Take a@nd Against Violence
gives younyg peopie a voice in the national debate on viclence and provides them with
tacties for reducing violence in their communities, A year-long camg&al gn, Fight for Your
Rights involves special programming, Poblic Service Announcements, grassroots events,
and news special reports,

Both on air and off, MTV's campaign focuses on the three types of violence that most
affect s audience: Violence in the Schools, Viclance in the Streeis ¢thate violence and
gang violence), and Sexual Vielence. Through high profile programming events,
coverage on MTV News, thought-provoking on-air promas, a 20-college campus tour,
and jocal events involving cable affilistes across the country, the campaign provides
ideas heyond curfews and school unmiforms, Focusing on solutions, such as peer
mentoring, conflict resoluilon programs, anistic respenses to violenwe and youth
advocacy groups, Fight for Your Rights gives young people the tools they need to take a
stand against violence,

Elements of the campaign include:

s Action {Juide - Through partnerships with the US Departments of Justice and
Education, as well as the National Endowment for the Arts, MTV developed a 24-
page booklet that outlines {ive specific ways young people can reduce violence i
their communities: mentoring, conflict resolution, youlls crime watches, arts programs
and advocacy.

¢« D Recording on Yiclence - Paukagecf with the Aciion Guide is a CD containing
music and comments on the subject of violence from top recording artists. The CD
atso Teatures educational CD-ROM content created by the National Center for
Conflict Resolution Education in conjunction with the US Department of Justice.
One million copies of the CD/Action Guide package will be given away to MTV
viewers via a special 800 number promoted on MTV during PSA’s, programming and
on-pir promotions devoted specificaliy to the topic of youth violence.

s . True Life: Warning Signs - Investigates the psychological factors that can cause a
young person to turn vickent,

« A National Debate on Guns

s Scared Straight! 1999 - The special, hosted by Danny Glover, was a follow.up 1 the
original 1978 Scared Straight, which represented g bold approach attempt to scare
youth offenders into changing their lives by bringing them face-to-face with real
convicts i a real prison.



s Rising Hate Crimes Among Youth - Examines the recent alarming increase in hate-
retuted incidents, :

» Unfiltered: Violenee from the Eyes of Youth - Puts cameras in the hands of 10-15
young people to document violence in their lives.

s True Lifer Maithew’s Murder - Takes viewers imto the heart of young America's
shock and confusion about the death of 2 1-year-old college student Matthew Shepaed,

»  MTV/YSA Local Heroes Awards ~ In partnership with Youth Service America, MTV
launched the Awards in Febraary 1999 to highlight young people, who through year-
round youth-led communtiy service and volunleer programs, promoie violence
provention and conflict resointion. Numerous winners will be selected throughout the
country. The Award was given in April in Boston 1o 24-year-old Eric Dawson for his
work with Peace Games, an organization developed to serve 7000 students,
volunteers, teachers and parents.

Other programs and projecis produced by Viacom include:

Nickelodeon ,
Nick News — Haosted by Linda Ellerbee, Nick News has tackled many 1ssues related to

soctetal violence, Nick News Special Edition airs periodicaily to help kids work through
violence-rehated issues in the news. In the wake of Columbine tragedy, Nick News aired
a special on Kids and guns o help them cope with the issues of schoo! violence and
access to guns, The special was accompanied by a lesson plan to help teachers work with
parents and students,

Secrei World of Alex Mack and Journey of Allen Strange address violence, including
school bullying and racial prejudice. \

‘The Big Help —~ On-going, vear-round campaign 1¢ encourage young kids to volunteer in
their communities, The campaign is targeted to children ages 6-15 and 1s the cornerstone
of Nickelodeon’s anti-violence initiative. The Big Help’s goal is t appeal to the innately
altruistic nature of Nickelodeon's audience by fstroducing them to positive behaviors and
role models st a iime when they are developing matters that will continue inmte

sdolescence and adulthood.

VHI
Save the Music ~ This non-profit organization ts dedicated to improving the quality of

education ip America’s public schools by restoring and supporting music programs in
cities across the country and by raising public awareness about the importance of music
participation for our nation’s youth, The philosophy of Save the Music is that it is not
enough 10 say “No” to violence and drugs. Rather, kids must have something fo say
“Yes™ to.

r



Paramount Television

The Teen Files — One-hour spemals aéi:iz‘msmg lopics of hate crimes, smeoking and
drinking. The one-hour "The Truth About Hate” special, which aired this past March,
shows teenagers the consequences of hatred and intolerance in today’s sociely through a
series of powerful, unscripted confroniations, Upcoming episedes will address violence,

sex, drugs and body image.

The Montel Williamy Show/Leeza -~ Over the years, the shows have dedicated countless
hours to the issves of teen hate and violence. The shows’ hosts have visited Washington,

DC to address teen issues.

Simon & Schuster
Simon & Schuster has just published Dr. Jasnes Garbarine’s Lost Boys: Why our Sons

Furn Viokent and How We Can Save Them.

Pro-Social Programs

Kids Are Paramount - This 18-month pro-social campaign was developed to address
issues of importance to children ages 10-14: violence and crime prevention, morals,
responsibifity and respect, substance abuse and health and putrition. The centerpiece of
the campaign was a series of six 30-minule specials, including the program Kids Are
Paramount: Praject 5.0.8. That program examined the viclence that surrounds our
children and ways of preventing it. 1t was produced with the assistance of the National

Crime Prevention Council,

Challenge Discovery « A program designed to help at-risk urban children and adolescents
deal with substance abuse and related problems through counseling and mentoring.
Paramount Parks provide access to park propernty for team-building exercises, hundreds
of admission tickets a¢ incentives and park employess 1o serve a5 mentors,



Senate Repost Slams Media Violence

~

1 of2

wnshingtﬂnpos!

PRINT ELMTION

I http://search.washingtonpost.com/w...0/19990805/V000743-080599-1dx. htm]

Talk with experts in
Live Online Discussions.

[linEws STYLE

g Binders

77%% here
myngere.m.

Partnar Sitaa:
= Nowswoenlkt.com

*Biitannica Internat Suids

on!t

heﬁmum

4 SPORTS % CLASSIFIEDS || MARKETPLAGCE k,\
TOP HEWS  WORLD  HATION POLITICS METRO BUSINESS & TECH HEALTH OPINIONH WEATHER (//I\‘ LI

Senate Report Slams Media Violence < WM

By Darlene Supcrville
Associated Press Writer -
Thursday, August 5, 1999; 6:42 p.m. EDT

WASHINGTON (AP) -- Parents need to do more to shield children
from violence in movies, TV shows, music and other media,
according to a Senate report issued Thursday.

*The effect of media violence on our children is no longer open to
debate," said the report prepared by the Republican staff of the
Senate Judiciary Committee. "' We must now devote ourselves to
reducing the amount and degree of violence in our media and to
shielding our children from such harmful depictions.”,

Committee Chairman Orrin Hatch, R-Utah asked for the report after
the April shooting at Colorado’s Columbine High School, which left
15 people dead.

T hope that this report ... will further the discussion about the flood

of media violence in this country and what should be done about it,"
Hatch said in dlscussmg the 30-page document on the floor of the
Senate.

It reached three conclusions: that the media dominate children's lives,
that they are ““exceedingly violent" and that the images lead to real
world violence, he said.

Hatch added that more than 1,000 studies in the past 40 years have
examined the issue without changing the predominant finding.

' As one expert put it, arguing against the link between media
violence and the violent actions of our youth is 'like arguing against
gravity," Hatch said.

The report highlights provisions in a Senate-passed juventle justice
bill that addresses the issue, and it makes additional
recommendations to Congress. It also offers suggestions for parents
and the entertainment industry.

The report recommends that:

--Congress begin a national media campaign to educate parents and
establish a national clearinghouse on children and entertainment
violence.

--The television, motion picture, music and video game industries be

encouraged to rate their, products using the same system. They now
use separate systems.
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--The Federal Trade Commission report iwice a year on violence in
the mediz and the entertainment industry's efforts to reduce it

--Federal property used in programs for children be offered at
reduced rates.

-Congress ban advertising for adult programming at times when
children are most likely o be watching television or listening to the
radio. The ban would also apply to publications designed for
children.

The Senate juventle fustice hill would toughen pensaities for juvenile
offenders while providing staies with $1 billion & year to fight
juvenile erime and prevent delinquency, A House-Senate committee
must work out differences between that bill and a version pussed by
the House before the White House can get a bill,

The Senate bill also has provisions aimed at reducing children's
exposure to violence, including a proposal for a lumited anfitrust
exernption {o allow the entertaimment industries to develop voluntary
guidelines and ensure retail compliance with existing rating and
tabeling systems.

It also calls for a national media campaign against youth viclence,
would ban the use of federal property in movies or TV shows that
glorify violence and require Internet service providers to offer
filtering technology to help parents tirnts their children's access to
explicit material. The bill also authortzes several federal studies.

© Copyright 1999 The Associated Press
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increasingly toxic popular culture, Evenis in Littleton, Colorado, are only the

tost recent reminder that something is deeply amiss in our media age. Violence
and explicit sexual content in television, films, music, and video games have escalated
sharply in recent years. Children of ali ages are now bmng exposed to a barrage of images
and words that threaten not only to rob them of normal childhood innocence, but also to
distort their view of reality and even undermine their character growth.

! merican parents today are deeply worried about their children’s exposure to an

These concerns know no political or partisan boundaries. According to a recent
CNN-USA Today-Gallup poll, 76 percent of adults agree that TV, movies, and popular
music are negative influences on children. Seventy-five percent report that they make
efforts to protect children from such harmful influences. Nearly the same number--73
percent--say shieldimg children from the negative influences of today’s media culture is
"nearly impossible.”

Morecover, there is a growing public appreciation of the link between our excessively
violent and degrading entertainment culture and the horrifying new crimes we see
emerging among our young: schoolchildren gunning down thewr teachers and fellow
students en masse, killing sprees inspired by seif-indulgently violent films, teenagers
mutdering their babies only to retum to dance at the prom.

Clearly, there is no simple causation at work here. Many factors are contributing to the
crisis engulfing many of our children--negligent parenting, ineffective’ schools, divoree
and family disintegration, and the ready availability of firearms. All are important, and ail
should be a part of our national conversation onthis problem. But surely no one can argue
that our enterfainment culture should be exempt from the discussion.

influences attitudes and behavior s no longer controversialy there s

overwhelming evidence of its harmful effects. Numerous studies show that
degrading images of violence and sex have a desensitizing effect, Nowhere is the threat
greater than to our at-risk youth--youngsters whose broken homes or disadvantaged
environments make them acutely susceptible to acting upon impulses shaped by violent
and dehumanizing media imagery.

! mong  researchers, the proposition that entertainment violence adversely

Many factors, including the dnve for profit in an increasingly competitive media
marketplace, are contributing the downward spiral in entertainment and the disappearance
of even mmmmum standards.

In the past, the entertainment industry was more conscious of its unique responsibility
for the health of our culture. For thirty years, television broadcasters lived by the National
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Association of Broadcasters (NAB) Television Code, which detailed broadcasters’
responsibilities to the community, to children, and to society and prescribed specific.
standards. For many vears this voluntary code set boundaries that enabied television to
thrive as a creative medium without causing undue damage to the bedrock values of our
society, .

In recent years, several top entertainment executives have spoken out, laudably, on the
need for minimum standards and, more recently, on the desirability of more
family-friendly programming. But to effect real change, these individual expressions must
be translated into a new, coliective affirmation of social responsibility on the part of the
media industry as a whole.

As parents ail of us, too, have a major responsibility to supervise our children’s access
to the entertainment media--be 1t television, films, music, videos, video games, or the
Internet. Allowing children unsupervised access to today’s media is the moral equivalent
of letting them go play on the freeway. Parents should limit TV viewing hours. They
should know what programs their child is watching, what music he or she is listening to,
what films he or she is attending, what videos he or she is renting, what video games he
or she is playing, and what web sites he or she is surfing on the Internet.

While most parents are concerned about the media's influence, some, unfortunately,
neglect these critical obligations. But today even the most conscientious parent cries out
for help from an mdustry that too often abdicates its responsibility for its powerful impact
on the young,.

as CEOs of companies that advertise in the electronic media--to join with us, and

with America’s parents, in a new social compact aimed at renewing our culture

and making our media environment more healthy for our society and safer for
our children.

T herefore we, the undersigned, call upon executives of the media industry--as well

We call upon industry leaders in all media-~television, film, music, video, and
clectronic games--to band together to develop a new voluntary code of conduct, broadly
modeled on the NAB code.

The code we envision would (1) affirm in clear terms the industry’s vital
responsibilities for the health of our culture; (2) establish certain minimum standards for
violent, sexual, and degrading material for each medium, below which producers can be
expected not to go; (3) commit the industry to an overall reduction in the level of
entertainment violence; (4) ban the practice of targeting of adult-oriented entertainment to
youth markets; {5} provide for more accurate information to parents on media content
while committing to the creation of "windows" or "safe havens® for family programming
(including a revival of TV's "Family Hour"); and, finally, (6) pledge the industry to
significantly greater creative efforts to develop good family-oriented entertainment.

We strongly urge parents to ¢xpress their support for a new voluntary code of conduct
directly to media executives and advertisers, whether through calls, letters, faxes, or
e-mails, or by becoming signers of this Appeal by filling out and submitting the form
below. And we call upon all parents to fulfill their part of the compact by responsibly
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supervising their children’s media exposure.

We are not advocating censorship or wholesale sirictures on artistic creativity, We are
not demanding that all entertainment be geared to young children. Finally, we are not
asking government to police the media. Rather, we are asking the entertainment industry
to assume a decent minimum of responsibility for its own actions and to take some
modest steps of self-restraint. And we are asking parents to help in this task, not just by
taking responsibility for shielding their own children, but also by making their concerns
known to media executives and advertisers.

Hollywood has an enormous influence on America, particularly the young. By making
a concerted effort to turn its energies to promoting decent, shared values and
strengthening American families, the entertainment industry has 1t within its power to
help make an America worthy of the Third Millennium. We, leaders from government,
the religious community, the nonprofit world, and the private sector, challenge the
entertainment industry to this great task. We appeal to those who are reaping great profits

‘to give something back. We believe that by choosing to do good, the entertainment

industry can also make good--and both the industry and our society will be richer and
better as a result.

Signers as of July 21, 1999
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On Sunday, Missouri’s Republican State Central Commities voted o make the state’s ) '
Republican primary winner take all, just one day after Bush visited the state and raised $800,000
ai a fundraiser. The primary will be held on March 7. :

On Saturday, the Virginia Republican Party voted o hold a presidential primary rather than the
traditional caucus. The primary will be held on February 29. Opponents of the decision
expressed concern over Virginia's open registration system, which would allow Democrats to
vote in the new primary. The state Democratic Party still plans to hold the traditicaal caucuses,
The Party plans to hold the caucuses over two days, on April 15 and April 17, ia an effort fo
increase participation,

{n Friday, the DNC’s Rules Commitice met to consider state delegate selection plans during the
summer meeting of the ASDC in Seattle. The committee considered requests for waivers from
Michigan, South Carolina, Delaware, and Washington © hold their caucuses before the DNC's
window on March 7. Oregon also is seeking a walver to use mail-in ballots to be mailed before
the March 7 window for the state’s March 14 primary. The state parties hope to reach &
compromise with the DNC on the tssue that would permit them to hold their caucases before the
window, but would not announce the results vntil March 7.

On Thursday, the New Hampshire state Senate approved the *First in the Nation” bill to give
Secretary of State Bill Gardner authority to schedule the state’s primary at least seven days
before any other state, The measure would permit Gardner to set the primary as carly as
December, although he does not anticipate doing so. The House passed the bill earlier this
month, and Governor Jeanne Shaheen (D) is expeacied to sign it

WHITE HOUSE 2000

On Tuesday, Senator Orrin Hateh (R) announced the formation of a presidental exploratory
committee. He vowed to run on a platform that will simplify taxes, reform social security, and
heal the racial divide in the nation. On Wednesday, Haich hired his first two aides from the New
Hampshire State Republican Party, The campaign of Pat Buchanan has accused Hatch of being
a tool of Governor George W, Bush (R) stating that Hatch will take the Mormon sonservative
vote that wouid go 1o Pat Buchanan or Gary Bauer, thus allowing Bush 1o win the states.

Reactions to the Vice President’s announcement tour and Governor Bush’s initial campaign trip
were generally favorable to each candidate, Most reports heralded the Vice President’s
substantive speeches and detailed proposals, while also commenting on Bush’s sugcessful
campaign style.

Warner Brothers” Executive Terry Semel and his wife Jane, who have been longtime Democrat ’
supporters, will host a small fundraising reception for Bush next week. The Semels are /
supporting Bush because of their anger over the FTC study into the entertainment industry and

its effects on youth violence,

On Tuesday, Bush met privately with 36 Senate and 100 House Republicans to discuss his views
on Social Security, Justice reform, and rebuilding the military. All of the Members have already
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From the Desk of Dan Gerstain

Press Secretory
Office of Senator Joe Lisberman (D-CT)

708 Hart Senate Office Bullding
Washington, DT 20810

{202 2240414
dor_gerstein@iebearman sencle.gew

TO: Bruce Reed, Jim Koblenberger
RE: White House summit on youth violence
DT: May7, 1999

Irs advance of Monday’s meeting with the leaders of the entertairunent industry, we have
worked with Senator McCain and Congressoan Markey 1o develop 2 posifive agenda for
reducing the threat of media violence — a sexies of tangible and reasonable steps the various
secrors of the industry could quickly take to limit the access of children to harmful images and
messages, What follows is 3 list of our ideas, which we hope you will consider a5 you prepare
for Monday’s discussion.

1) In light of what hagpened in Littleton, we think it would be appropriste to call now for
an immediae cease.fire in the media arms race. By that we mean a commitment on the part of
the leading makers of movics, music, television shows, and vidoo games to suspend the
praduction of ultraviolent materials that glorify and romanticize killing. This would be a
meaningful gesture 1o the nation’s parents that the entertainmient media are sensigve to the role
that uitraviojent games such as “Doom” and movies such as "Natural Born Killers" may have
played in the Litticton shooting and the school massacres that preceded it

2) Next, the different sectors of the entertainraent industry should come rogether 1o ban
the marketing of violent products to children. Evidence presented this week at a Senate
Commerce Committee heariiig indicates that 2 growing number of leading companies are
targeting adult-rated movies and video pames with high dosages of murder and mavhem to
young teenagers, This trend is making a mockery of the movie und video garae rating systems,
telling parents that these products are inappropriate for children but we’re going 10 market them
to your kids anyway. It is wrong to push hasmful products to children for profit, and it should
stOp now.

Fre’

3) Yor the rating systems to tuly be offactive tools for parents, they have to be
consistently enforeed. Despite the long-standing movie industry pelicy prohibiting children
under 17 from going to "Rrated flims without an adult, young teens are now having lale
problem getting into theaters soe vialent "R"-rated films - in part because the studjos are often
actively luring them there. In the video game marketplace, there is no such uaiform policy.
While a few national retail and rental chaing prevent children from getting access to heavily
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violent adult-rated games, most do not, meaning any ¢hild who walks in with the right amount of
money can walk out with the most perverse and grotesquely vialent games on the market, We
ueed better cooperation on the part of both industries. A good place to start would be for all
parties involved — the distributors, the theater owners, ad the retal] and rental outlets - to abide
by a uniform policy preventing children from buying or.renting adultrated products.

4) Another ratings reform thet would help pareats would be to recalibrate the ratings for
ultraviplet products. In the movie industry, films with very sexually-explicit content are raled
“N{-17,” meaning no children allowed at all. But fow if any films with comparable levels of
graphic violence have ever 10 our knowledge received an NC-17, The Motion Picture
Associztion should rectify this imbalance, which would go a long way toward limiting the access .
of children to potentially harmful movies, particularly in rental outlets, where a lot of young
teens can get access to "R-rated titles. Similarly, the Entertainment Software Ratings Board
should reclassify ultraviolet video and PC pames, which axe almost all rated “"Mature” for players
1 7-and-up, © "Adults Only,” which would engure that harmfiil gore-filled games don't fail into
the wrong hands.

5) If the music industry i3 going 10 continue to mass market ultraviolet, obscenity-laced
records, it should at least provide better warnings to parents. The Recording Industry
Association of America currently employs & one-size-fits all labeling system that puts 2 “Explicit
Lyrics” sticker on any album with questionable content, This in effect renders dhe labeling
system useless, for it does little 1o allow the parent to distinguish between PGorated lyrics with a
few mild expletives and X-rated Iyrics filled with hateful, sociopathic messages. Ata minimum,
the music industry should develop some kind of vating ar label that is comparable 1o an "R
movie rating and similarly enforced at the retail Jevel, There is no reason to allow young
children to buy records from the likes of Manilyr Manson,

7) If the entertaingent media are serious about pursuing meaningfal gun control, they
should practice some of their own. Not only are many movies and video games Joaded with
fircarms, but so are their advertisements, which often sre aired on elevision when millions of
children are watching, and are published in magarines widely.read by young people. Scwme of
the maost offensive video game ads, in fact, go so far as o fetichize puns and reinforce the potion
that killing is a form of recreation. The entite entertainzuent community should set strict
standards for the depiction of guns in their mass marketing - for instance, many families would
be thritled 1f the TV networks stopped airing builet-riddled movie promos during family viewing
hours and during sporting events. .

8) QOptimally, all of these stendards and policies cowld and should be encompassed in
comprehensive codes of condust sdopted by each segment of the extertainment industry, Many
of the different media already have their own codes for content and marketing, but they tend to
be vague or ignored or too often both. If they really want to help parents protect their kids, and
regain control over the influences shaping their world, then they should commit to a code that
reflects the principles we have outlined above and sets finm and specific standards for responsible
media conduct. A good model to start with would be the old NAB TV code, which the nation’s
broadeasters more or less faithfully abided by for three decades undi they unwisely threw it out,


http:J7-lWd.up

lhoos
[t

95A0%/88 17152 FAX

: oy
| vy @7 99 15356 FR SENATOR L IEBERMRAN-BC 22 2aTTSE TO 945ebil

o

and which explicitly acknowiedged that television’s powerful reach and influence could do real
harm to children, A good industry 1o start with would be telavision fself, 2 wonderfisl mediom
that often does not do wanderful things, ke siring the degrading and Hght-filled *Jerry Springer
Show" right after kids get put of school in the aftemoon. ,

9} If we are going to demand greater responsibility from the eptertainment industoy we
should do the same for parents, It is exwemely difficult to monitor our children’s medis diet in
this digita] world, and the glut of sex and violence served up by cur cultural praducers docs not
wizke it any easier. But too many poarents don’t even seem o try. They don’t pay attention to
what thelr kids are watching or [istening or playing, let alone 10 the ratings or wamings on those
products. Many also seem unaware of the harm that can come from their inaitention. That is

. why we have called for the compnisstoning of & new Surgeon's Ceneral report 1o better educate
the Amcrican people about the enorroous influsnce that the madia can have on children, for good
?gff’  and forill. And that is why we belisve it would be constructive 10 mount g natiopal public
WPW " service campaign to encourage parerts 30 monitor their children’s media consumptign, and to
ke’ draw some nes to puide their children's condiet, just as we're asking of the media ,

t{;&;&d" il 10} As part of any public infonmation/awareness raising carapaion, we should call on
the television industry to work with us to fully promote the V.chip and the television ratings
gysteme. By July 1%, millions of new television sets will be equipped with the V.chip’s bleck
techrology. Yet few parents kiow this is coming. Not do many parents know much if anything
about the meaning of the content mtings, which are published in relatively few newspapers and
which the major networks do litle wo promote. 1f the V-chip is going to be an effective tool for
parents, the television industry nust make a real commitment 1 edocating the public about how
the technology and dhe enabling ratings work.
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May 7, 1968

The Honorable William Jefferson Chinton
The $hite House

Dear Mr, President:

We want 10 formally thank you for agrezing to convent & summit meeting at the White
House with leaders of the entertainment media, a5 well as representatives of the gun industry,
parents, and educators, 10 address the nation's growing copcerns about youth violence. As we
said in our original letter, this is a conversation we desperately need 1o have, particularly with the
entertainment industry, and we appreciate your willingness to elevate it 1o summit status,

In the days since we first suggested holding 2 summit, we have been asked repeatedly
about what we hope t6 accomplish with this conversation - what specifically would we like the
entertamunent industry 10 do 1o better protact children from the threat of media vivlence, and
what can in fact be done given market realities, Afier consulting with a wide array of interested
parties, we have come to the conclusion that there are several tangible and reasonable steps that
the nation’s cultural producers could guickly take to help us limit the exposure of ¢hildren to
potentially harmful images and messages, and thereby help us prevent more tragedics liks
Lindeton, without hurting their business interests, What follows are a sampling of our ideas,
which we would like to share with you as you prepare for the meeting on Monday, and which we
would encourage you to raise directly with the media executives who attend.

First, in light of what happened in Littleton, we think it would be appropriate 15 call now
for an imumediate cease-fire in the virtual arms race. By that we mean a commitment on the part
of the Jeading makers of movies, rmusic, televizion shows, and video games 10 guspend the
production of ultraviolet materials that glorify and romanticize killing. This wouldbe a
meaningful gesture to the nation's parents that the entertainment media are sensitive to the role
that altraviolet games such as "Doom” and movies such as "Natural Bom Kiliers® may have
played in the Littleton shooting and several of the school massacres that preceded it,

Second, leoking more long term, we should call on the various entertainment industries 1o
ban the marketing of violent products to children, Evidence presentsd this week at a Senate
Commerce Committee hearing indicates that a growing number of leading companies are
targeting adult-rated movies and video games with high dosages of murder and mayhem to
young teenagers. This trend is making a mockery of the movie and video game rating systems,
telling parents that these products are inappropriate for children but we're going to market thern
to your kids anyway. More simply, it is wrong 1o push harmful products to children for profit,
and it should stop now.,
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Third, for the rating systems to truly be effective tools for parents, they have o be
consistently enforced. The movie studios have long worked with the theater owners to uphold
their policy of prohibiting ¢hildren under 17 from seeing "R-rated movies without a parent
accompanying them. But this policy has gradually been eroding in recent years, and it is readily
apparent that many young teens ars now having no problem getting into violent “R--rated films
-- in part becanse the studios are often actively trying to lure them. In the video game
rarketplace, there is no such uniform policy. ‘While a few national retail and rental chains
prevent children from getting access to heavily violent aduit-rated games, most do not, meaning
any child who walks in with the right amount of money can walk out with the most perverse and
grotesquely violent games on the market.  We need betier ccoperation on the part of both
industries. A good place to start would be for all parties involved - the distributors, the theater
owners, and the retail and rental outlets - 1o abide by a uniform policy preventing children from
buying or renting adult-rated products.

Fourth, another reform that would help parents would B¢ to recalibrate the ratings for
ultravioiet products, In the movie industry, films with significant amounts of sexually-explicit
content are rated "NC-17," meaning no children allowed at all. But few if any films with
comparable levels of graphic violence have ever 1o our knowledge received an NC-17. We
should call on the Motion Picture Association Academy to rectify this imbalance, which would
g0 a long way oward limiting the aceess of ¢hildren to potentially harmful movies, particularly
in rental outiets, where a jot of young teens get access to ultraviciet "R"-rated titles. Similarly,

. we shovld call on the Entertainment Software Ratings Board to reclassify vltraviciet video
games, which are almost ali rated “Mature™ for players {7-and-up, as "Aduits Only," which
would ensure that harmful gore-filled games don’t fail into the wrong hands.

Fifth, if the music industry is going to continue to mass market ultraviolet, obscenity-
laced records, it should at least provide better warnings to parents. The Recording Industry
Association of America currently employs a one.size-fits all labeling system that puts a "Explicit
Lyries" sticker on any album with questionable content. This in effect renders the fabeling
systero useless, for it does little o allow the parent to distinguish between PG-rated lyrics with 2
few mild expletives and X-rated Iyrics filled with hateful, sociopathic messages. Ata minimum,
we should call on the music industry 1o develop some kind of rating or label that is comparable
to an "R" mavie rating and similarly enforced at the rewail level, There simply is no justifiable
reason to allow young children 1o buy records from the likes of Marilyn Manson.

Sixth, if the entertainment media are serjous about pursuing meaningful gun confrol, it
should practice some itself. Not only are many movies and video games loaded with firearms,
but 50 are their advertisements, which often; are aired on television when millions of ¢children are
watching, and are published in magazines widely-read by young people. Some of the most
offensive video game ads, in fact, go so far as 1o fetishize guns and reinforce the potion that
killing is a form of recreation. We should call on the entire entertainment community to set strict
standards for the depiction of guns in their mass marketing - for instance, many families would
be thrilled if the TV networks stopped airing gunfire- ﬁiied movie promos during pro feotball and
basketball games.
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Optimally, all of these standards and policies could and should be encompassed in

comprehensive codes of conduct for each segment of the entenainment industry. Many of the
- different media already have their own codes for content and marketing, but they tend to be

vague or ignored or oo oflen both. If we really want to help parents protect their kids, and n
regain control over the influences shaping thetr world, then we should call on each industry to
adopt a code that reflects the principles we have outitned above and sets finm and specific
standards for responsible media conduct. A good model to start with would be the old NAB TV
code, which the nation’s broadcasters more or less faithfully abided by for three decades until
they unwisely threw it out, and which explicitly acknowledged that televigion’s powerful reach
and influence eonld do real harm to children. A good industry 1 start with would be television
itself, 2 wonderful mediom that often does not do wonderful things, like airing the degrading and
fight-filled "Jerry Springer Show" right after kids get out of school in the afternoon.

Lastly, if we are going to demand greater responsibility o the entertainment industry
we should do the same for parents. It is extremely difficult 1o monitor our children’s media digt
in this digital world, and the glut of sex and violence served up by our cultural producers does
not make it any easier. But too many parents in our judgment don't even try. They doa't pay
attention to what their kids are watching or listening or play, let alone to the ratings or wamings
on those products,  And many are unaware of the harm that can come from their inattention,
That is why we have called for the conuntssioning of 8 new Surgeon’s General report 1o better
educate the American people about the enormous influence that the media can have on children,
for good and for ill. And that is why we believe it would be constructive to mount 2 national
public service campaign to encourage parents 10 monitor their children’s media congumption,
and to draw some lines 1o guide their children’s conduct, just ag we're asking of the media.

This list 15 not meant to be exhaustive by any means, but simply 2 starting point for your
discussion. Whether you want to pursue these specific suggestions or not, though, we do hope
you will push the entertainment industry leaders who attend the summit at [east to commii to
some concrete reforms o help us limit the acoess of children to harmifu) entertainment products.
In the wake of the horror of Lintleton, we have a wemendous opportunity to change the culture of
violence in this country, and we urge you 1o seize it now. Thank you for your consideration, and
we eagerly await the results of this historic conversation.

Sincerely,

John MeCain Joe Lieberman

Ed Markey Dan Burton

sk TOTAL PRGE. B e
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TITLE: AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED =~ VIOLENT ANB REPR&% JV?KNILS Q??Bﬁnka.ga v e
ACCOUNTABILITY AND RﬁﬁhﬁILlTRTIOH ACT OF 1999 - &RQ“XE&QR {AND OTHERS) kﬁ&&ﬁ%&ﬁ?

NO, 323
SPEAKER: Mr. HATCH
TEXT: [*85171]

My, BROWNBACK {for himself, Hr. Hatch, Mr. Lieberman, Mr. Abraham,
Mr., McCaln, Hr. Kohl, and Xr. DeWine) proposed an amondment to the bill
{8. 254} to reduce violent juvenile crime, promote accountabllity by
rehabilitation of juvenile criminale, punish and deter viclent gang
crime, and for other purpoven; as follows:

On page 151, betwewn linss 13 and 14, insort the £ollowing:
"EREC, 48, STUDY OF VIOLENT BNTERTAINMENT,

*{a} Regquirement.~-The Natienal Inetitutes of Health shall
gcomdnet a study of the effects of viclent video games, and

mugle on chlild dovelopment and vouth violence.

*{n) Elements.~~Tho study under subsection (a} shall
addrasps——

*{1} whethar, and to what axtent, violence in video gaéax,
and muaic adversely affects the emotional and peychological
development of Jjuveniles;: and

(2881721
*{2} whether violence in video games, and muslc
contributes to juvenile delinguency and youth violence,
On page 176, beginning on line 8, atrike "this titie,**
and all that follows through line 11 and inpert *this
titlaw-

“InY of which 324,000,000 shall be for evaluation research
of primary, secondary, and tertiary juvenile dellinguency

»
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programs; and

*(B) 52,000,000 shall be for the study required by section
248;
TITLE V==VOLUNTARY MEDIA AGREEMENTS FOR CHILDRER'S PROTECTION

SEC. 501. SHORT TITLE.

‘This title may be cited as the "Children's Protection Act
of 19%9°¢*,

SBC. 502. PINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findinga:

(1) Television is seen and heard in nearly every United
States home and ie a uniquely pervasive presence in the daily
lives of Amerlicans. The average American home has 2.5
televisicns, and a television is turned on in the average
American home 7 hours every day.

(2) Television plays a particularly significant role in the
lives of children. Figures provided by Nielsen Ressarch show
that children between the ages of 2 years and 11 years spend
an average of 21 hours in front of a television each week.

{(3) Television has an enormous capability to influence
perceptions, especially those of children, of the values and
behavicrea that are common and acceptable in soclety.

{(4) The influence of television is 80 great that its images
and messagen often can be harmful to the development of
children. Social science research amply documents a strong
correlation between the exposure of children to televised
violence and a number of behavioral and psychcloglcal
problems,

{5) Hundreds of studies have proven conclusively that
children who are conslatently exposed to violence on
television have a higher tendency to exhibit violent and
agyreseive beshavior, both as children and later in life.

{6) Such studies alsoc show that repeated exposure to
violent programming caueses children to become desensitized to
and more accepting of real-life viclence and to grow more
fearful and less trusting of their surroundinge.

(7) A growing body of social science research indicates
that sexual content on telavision can also have a eignificant
influence on the attitudes and baehaviors of young viewers.
This research suggeste that heavy exposure to programming
with strong sexual content contributes to the early
commencement of sexual activity among teenagers.
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{8) Hembers of tha National Association of Broadcasters
{R&8) adhered for many ysare to s conprehensive code uf
eonduct that was based on an understanding of the influence
axorted by television and on & widely held senge of
raaponiaibility for using that inflicence carefully.

{3} This code of conduct, the Televigion Coda of thae
Rationsl Association of Arcadcastors, articuiated this sanse
of responsibility as followe: .

(k] "in selecting program subjsctz and themew, great cars
must be exercisad to be suge that the treatment and
presantation are made in good faith and not for the purpose
of sensaticrnalivm or to shock or exploit the audience or
appoal to prurient intéreste or sorbld curiosity."'.

{8} "Brosdcustere have a speclial rasponsibllicy toward
children. Programe designed prisarily for children should
take inte account the range of intevests and needs of
childron, from instructional and cultural mazerial to a wide
varioty of enteartalnment material. Ia thelr totality,
programs should contribute to the acund, balanced developmeant
of children to heip them achiove a sense of the world at
large and ilnformed sdjustments to thelr socisty.''.

{C) *Viclence, physical, or peychologleal, way only be
projected in responsibly handled contexts, not uasd
expiolitatively. Programs inveiving viclence present the b///
conseguencas of it to lte victims and perpetraters.
Prasentation of the detaila of viclenca should svoid the
sxcessive, the gratuitous and the instructional.'’.

{D} *rhe prosentation of marriage, family, and eimilariy
important human relationships, and material with sexual
tannotations, ehall not be treated exploltatively ovr
irreaponsibliy, but with senmitivity.'*.

{E} "dbove and bayond the reguirements of the law,
broadcasters mupt conaider the family atmosphare in which
many of their programs are viewed, There mhail be no graphic
portrayal of sexunl acts by sight or sound. The portraval of
implied ocexual acts nust be sesantial to tha plot and
prosented in a responsible and tasteful mannar.*’.

$£10) The National Assoclation of Hrosdoasters abandoned the
code of conduct in 1983 after three provieions of the ¢ode
restricting the sals of sdvertising were thallenged by the
Dopariment of Justice on antitrust grounds snd a Pederal
diestrict court issued a summary judgnent against the National
Aasociatlion of Brosdoastess rogarding one of the provisiona
on those grounds. However, none of the programming standarde
of the code wars challenged.

{11} While the code of conduct was in effect, fia
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progeammlng standards were never found to have violated any
saptitrust law.

{123 $ince the Naticnal Asmsocliatlon of Broadoasters
abandonnd the code of conduct, prograpming standarde on
broadoast asd cable taievision have deteriorsted
dramatioaliy.

{137 In the abesnce of sffective programming standards,
public concern about the lmpact of television on children,
and on soviety as a whole, has risen substantially. Pollis
routinely show that more than 80 percent of Amoricans are
worried by the increasingly graphic naturs of sex, viclence,
and vulgarity on television and hy the amount of programming
that openly sanctiona or glorifies criminal), antisocial, and
dograding behavior.

{14} At the urging of Congreas, the televielon industry hase
taken some otops to respond to public concerng sbout
programsing standards and content. The broadcast televipion
industry agreed in 1992 to adopt & get of wolustary
guidaiines designed to "promeribe gratultous or excessive
portraysla of viclence*’, Shortiy thernafter; hoth the
broadcast and cable television industriaes agreed to conduct
independent atudies of the vicient content in their
programming and make thogg reports public.

{15) In 319%8, the television industry as a whole made 2
commitmant to develep a comprehensive rating eyotem to labsl
programming that may be harmful or inappropridte for
children. That aystem wap implemented at the beginning of
19499,

{16} Despite these efforts Lo respond to public concern
sbhout the impact of televislor on ¢hildren, miliions of
Asmericans, sspacially parents with young ehildren, remaln
angry &nd frustrated at the einking standards of television
programming, the reluctance of the industry to police itaglf,
and tho harmful influence of telsvision on the well-beiny of
the children and the values of the United Stated.

{175 The Department of Justice jssued a rulling in 1983
indicating that additfional efforts by the television industey
te develop and implement voluntary programming guidslines
would not vielate the antitruet laws, The ruling statse that
"such activities may ba likenad to traditional standard
setting efforts that do not necesegarily restrain compastition
and mey have aignificant procompetitive benefite... Such
guldelines couvld serve to disseminate valuable information on
progeam content to both advertisers and television viewers.
Agcurate Anfopmation can enhance the demand for, and increapse
the output of, an industry's products or services.''.

{183} The Children'sa Television Act of 19%0 (Public Law 101~
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437) states that televiasloen broadcasters ln the United States
have a tlaxr obligation to most the sducational and
informational needs of children.

(19% Several independent anklyses have demonstrated that
the television broadossters in the United 3tates have not
fulfillead their obligstions under the Children’s Television
Act of 1990 and have not noticeably axpanded the amcunt of
aducational and informational progyamuing directed at young
viewsre since the enactmant of that Act,

{20) The popularity of video and personal computer {PC)
games is growlng steadily smong children. Although most
popular video and personal computsr ganes aras sducatlonal or
harmiess in nature, many of the most popular &re extremely
violant. One recent study by Strategic Record Ressarch found
that 64 parcent of teenagars played video or personal
computar gamas on & regular basis. Other surveys of children
aB young Ao elementary uchool age found that almoer half of
them llet violent computer gamey among thelir favorites.

{21} violent viden games often present violence in s
glamorized light, Gama playere ara often oaat in the role of
shootar, with points ascored for sach "kill*'. Similarly,
advartining for such games often touls violen: content Aa &
seliling point--the more graphic and extrems, the hetter.

(22} As the populasrity and graphic nature of such video
games gzrows, 80 de thelr potential to negatively influence
impreaslongble children.

{23} Husic 1o another extremsly pervasive and popular form
of entertalnment. American children and teenagers listesn to
masic more than any other demographic group. The Journal of
Amerjican Hedicine reported that between the 7th and 12th
graden the average teanager listens to 18,500 hours of rock
or rap ausin, just slightly less than the entire number of
hours apent in the classroom from kindergarten through high
achool. ’

{241 Teonc Are asong the hesvisat purchasere of music, and
are most likely to favopr music genres that depict, and often
appesr to glumorize violence.

{25y Mumic has a powerful ability te (nfluence parceptionsa,
attituden, and emotional stsate. The use of muslc as tharapy
indicates its potential to increaee emotional, paychological.
and phyaical health. That influence can be uvsed for Lli as
well,

SEC. 303. PURPOSES; CONSTRUCTION.

{a) Purposeg.-~The purposes of this title are to permit the
entertainment industryww

= Page 7
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{1) to work collaboratively to respond to growing public
coacern about telavieion programming, movias, videoo games,
Internat content, and muele lyrics, and the harmful influence
of such programming, movies, gamees, content, and lyrics on
children)

{2} to davelop a st of voluntary programming guldelines
aimilar to chose contained in the Television Code OF the
¥atlonal Asnociation of Broadcagtere; and

£33 to Lmplement the guldelinesa in s manner that alleviates
the asgative impact of television programming, movies, video
games, Isternet content, and musie lyrica on the development
of children in the TUnitad States and stimulates the
development and

[*85173]

brosdcast of sducstional and informaticnal programming for |
such children. .

{b} Construction.-~This title may noi be consbrued ag--

{1} providing the Federal Government with any authority to
rustriot television progremming, movias, vidao games,
Internet content, oy muels Iyrics that is in addition to the
suthority to restrict such programming, movies, games,
content, or lyrievs under low as of the date of the enscimant
wf thig Acty or

{2) approving any action of the Federal Covernment to
restrict such programming, movies, games, content, or lyrice
that le in addition to any actions undertaken for that
purposs by the Federal GOvorament under law as of such date.

5EC. 504. EXEMPTION OF VOLUNTARY AGREEMENTS ON QUIDELiHES
FOR CERTAIN ENTERTAINMENT MATERIAL FROM
APPLICABILITY OF ANTITRUST LAWS.

{a} Exemptisn.«<Subject to subsection (bj, the antitruet
laws phall not apply to any joisnt diecuasion, consideration,
raview, action, cr asgresment by or among persons in the
entertalinmant indusiry for the purpose of developing and
-diepaminating voluntacy guidelines designed—- '

{ij to alleviata the nogative impact of telecast material,
movien, video gamss, Internst content, and music lyrion
containing viclencve, goxual content, criminal bshavior, or
other subjects that are not sapprepriste for children; or

() to promote telecast material that e sducational,
informational, or otherwise beneficial te the development of
children.
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{b} Limitaticon.~~The exemption provided in subsection (a)
shall not apply to any joint discussion, consideration,
ceviee, actinn, or agroemant which--

{1} results in a boycott of any perssn; or .

{2} concerns the purchase or sale of advertising, inciuding
{without limitation} reptrictions on the number of products
that may be advertised in & commercial, the number of times a
program may be interrupted for commercials, and the number of
consecutive commercinsla permitied within each intarruption.

S8C, S05. BAEMPTION OF ACTIVITIES TO ENSURE COMPLIANCE WITH
RATINGS ANED LABELING SYSTEMS FROM APPLICABILITY
OF ARTITHRUST LAWS,

(n} Bxemption From Antitruet Laws.»w

$1) In goneral.~~The antibrust laws shall not spply te any
jeint discuseion, considerstion, review, action, or agresment
etween wr among perscnd in the motion picture, recording, or
vides game Lndumtry for the purpose of and limitad to the
development or enforcement of voluntary guidelinee,
procadures, and mechanlame designed te eneure gompliance hy
persons and entitises described in paragraph {2) with ratings
and labeling syotems to ldentify and limit diesemination of
gexval, vielent, or other indecent materisl toe childran.

{2} Personm and entities dearribed,~«A person or entity
described in thie paragraph is a person or entity that ig--

{A} engagad in the retalil sales of motion plotures,
rocordings, or video games; or

(B) a theater owner or operatoyr, video game arcade owner or
operator, or other perseon or entity that makes available the
viewing, llistening, or uee of a motion picture, racording, or
vided game to a member of the goneral public for
compansstion.

{b} Report,--Not later than 12 months after the date of the
enasctment of this Act, the Antitrust Divislon of the
Department of Justice, in cenjunction with the Pedersl Trade
Commianion, shall eobmil o Congress a report one=

{1} the extent %0 which the motion picture, recording, and
video game industry have developed or enforved guldelines,
procedures, or mechanisms to ensure compliance by perecns and
sntities desoribed in subsection tb){Z) with ratings or
lanaling syetems which identify and limit diesemination of
pexual, violant, ¢r other indecent material te childrun: and

{2) the extent to which Pederal or State antitrust lawe
preclude those industries frow developing and enforcing the
guidelines described in subsestion (R}{i}.
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Fox to Wade Deeper Into Sex and leence L

By PILL CARTER

Making more changes thun any
sthar network and reaching for pro-
rrams defiberately simed 8t brenk-
g new grousd [ werass of sox, tan
guape and vinleace, Fox announci+d a
full television gscheduiy yesterday
with eight new series, including a
reshaped, half-hour version of “Ally
McBeal” that will play the night af-
ier the hour yersion,

The show (Tuesdays at B) will con-
51 essentlally of oid episodes of the
series edited down io g halbhour, B
is part of & prowing trend in which
aetworks votee programs s the
spone week as b way of cutting cosis,

Fox will alzp add a new ercdy,
vAction” {Thurstsy & 9038, that
will gvertly use mgny of he words
that have sot provicnsly been used
€ network television but will bleep
(ke porual sound, The show iy abaut o
nreducer of sotiay movies whae ts an
vgarnardas. 1 stery fay Mohs,

The niiat of Harsh Realm™ {Fri-
day at §), a new druma from Chris
Carwer, the creater of “The X-Files,”
includes as heavy a guotient of vio-
leaee #s any show ever made, though

' ywed
Chnis Carter of “The X.«Filgs” has
created the new “Harsh Realm.”

Fox execulives huve promised the
series will (ane the vidlence down,
The show i3 about an elaborage pov.
ernment virtual-readioy game and o
tormer American mrfitary officer's

efforts 1o solve 1t and stay alive

The perwork also hgs its Own ver.
sitm of the klgh school shows that are
n dominapt irend for the cwemisg
season, but with “Manchester Prep
{Thursday at B}, & spinoff of the fim
“Gruel Intontions,”” which was itself
2 {sen-age take on the film “Danger
pus Ligisons,” Fax is emphazizing 2
much darker, sexually promistuous
side of teen-age reiationships.

At the ather end of (he spectran,
Fox kas 2 family shew, "' Maicoim in
ke Middle™ (Sunday at ¥}, which will
asim more for sweetness thin spice
a8 a family deals with the disebvery
that their 9-vear-old sof — thair mid-
dle ehild «— is a2 geniusg.

The network has a spinoff of it
suecessiul dramn “Party of Five" it
the ghew " Time of Your Life,” (Mon.
doy at 8} In which the character
pityed by Jennier Love Hewhi rang
away t New York City i seareh {or
hey birth parents.

Another family shuw, "Gt Heal”
{Wednesday at 8, ity the sow rend
towsrd houriong shows mure based
incomedy than drams, The Temily in
thr show oxperiences an unsnding
serves of crises, Hke ouy aookdents, &
seen-nger's rofusal 1o go 1o college, 2
chilid being benten up by bullies, but

UPN Adds Wrestling to Fall Lineup

#y LAWRIE MiFrFLIN

The msdean mavhers of pro
wrastling hay breaded broadoast
televisign. VPN amouneed yes
rerday that 1 weuld give 28 {wo
hours of Thursday, night prime
time to “W.W.F. Smnckdown” a
production of the Waorlis Wrestling
Federation,

Wrestling shows already domi-
nmiz coble television, routinely
taking % or 7 of the 1op 10 places on
the Nielsen list of most-watched
cable shows cack week. The (adder-
asion has shows an U5A on Sundny
pag Mondoy nights, Two Turner
nefworks, 788 and TRY, lentcre
shows of 8 rived group, Worid
Championshin Wrestiing,

Y look ot U the way another
rework looks at toothGall or has-
keibadl,” a8id Deat Valentipe,
UPN's prasideny, “H you want to

reach an audience of young guys,

iy is whot they're watching”
He described # a5 “comedic

soap opera lor men,” adding that

Vince McMahon, federation ohief -

executive, had npresd W o
down the violenos and veipacity
“sarewhat’ for UPN,

UPN i alvo bringing bagk the
comic aetar Jaloe! White (MFam-
iy Matiers™) in “The Grown-
Ups,” a aew siicom ahoat voung
adults thai the autwork says is
differemt from those of oiher ael-
works because its ¢ast is interras
cial.

The show will be broadasst on
Menday nighis, aber e net-
werk's popular family comiedy
*Meesh” starring Brandy, and
2 spinof, Mo Nigus,” festaring
Moesha's best friand, Rim, played
by Bourdess Vaoghan, and her
mother, pdayed by the siandap
cenedinn Mo'Nigue,

The animoted “Difbert” will

move to Taesdays o 8 P.M,; the
rest of Tuesday and Wednesday
ate intended fn eRIRCL yEIng
male viewers. Wednesday's
“Shasta McNasiy,” about thires
hip-hop singers Bviag the oo
Hfe in Venice Reach, Calil, and
“Secret Agent Man,” o upduted
spy series, aiso both have lmer-
racial easis. On  Thursdovs
“Seven Days” and “Siar Trek:
Voyager” zoirs,
Here is the UPN schadule:

MONDAY: § P.M., “Mooshs™; $:30,
ko Nique” : 8, "The Srowniipg;
9:30, “Malcolm and BEddie”

TUESRAY: § PM., “INibept™, A:30,

“Shasta  McMasty™; 8, "Secret
Agent Man”
WEBHESDAY: 8 PM,  “Seven

Dys™; 9, “5tar Trek: Yoyoeger
CTHURBDAY: kM., “WWLE, Smeck-
derarn””

FRIDAY: § P.M, VSlockbuser Vid-
ea's Shockwave Cinama™

. 7:38,“King of the HIII¥

Featuring bleeped- "
out words never
used before on
zzf:twork television,

ait are handied in comic fashinn. It
siars Debrah Foreating as a decided.
ty yeung mother of this brosd,

The tinal Fox droma is asothor
shiew (hat hucks the current wrend
away from: violence. “Ryan Caul
tietd*” {Fridays at &} 13 about a young
man who stuns his {riends by becorn
ing o police officer instead of going 0
college, He experiences the hard
world of police work, including a tirst
case involving a gruesome murder
scane.

Fox is rebuilding every nighi of the
wesk Wt Saturdzy, Among  the
shows B {8 dropplag ere “Millennd
um,” “World's Funpiest” and *‘The
P though Fox promised the ol
ey would be back later this seasan.

‘The netwark reseived is dilemma
ahout which animated show 19 paly

- with *The Simpsans® by giving the

§:38 Sonday siot o “Fulitrana® and
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Hollywood Surprised by Clinton's Violence Inquiry
Entertainment: Some in industry are miffed at president, saying he has

onc-upped Congress at their expense,
By AMY WALLACE, FAYE FIORE, Times Stuff Writers
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hortly after President Clinton loosed federal
E investigators on the entertainment industry last week,

Hollywood began cooking up conspiracy theories, What,
blindsided executives in Los Angeles wanted to know, had
made this Democrat--a fan of pop culture, defender of the 1st
Amendment and major beneficiary of the industry's
largess--launch a $1-million inquiry into how they market
violence to children?

Was the lame duck president searching for a legacy that
wasn't scandal? Was he mad that not a single Hollywood
honcho had attended his May 10 youth violence summit? Was
he trying to give Hillary Clinton a springboard to run for the
Senate?

"Clinton did this in a surprising way," said Donna Bojarsky,
a Democratic activist with long-standing Hollywood ties.
"People are trying to understand it."

What had happened in the six weeks between the high
school massacre in Littleton, Colo., and Clinton's
unprecedented probe of entertainment violence only
underscored how the insular worlds of Washington and
Hollywood play by different rules. If on the surface they both
altract big egos, value showmanship and survive by figuring
out what America wants, they are different in one key respect:
Washington lives by votes, and Hollywood by profits.

"We're driven by market forces," said one movie industry
insider, rejecting the notion that Hollywood's production of
violence 1s out of sync with the nation. "We are in sync with
America. People love violence. They will rebuke it all day -
long, but "The Matrix' just made $155 million.”

However accurate, that bottom-line viewpoint--bolstered by
the fact that moviegoers often say they want one thing then
plunk down $8 at the multiplex to see another--may have left
Hollywood unaware that this time Clinton meant business. Few
in the entertainment world expected the boom would be
lowered so quickly, or that Clinton would be the one to lower
it.

But if the industry was in tunc with the desires of millions
of consumers, it was hopelessly out of touch with the depth of
the national sentiment demanding action after Littleton and the
political realities of Washington.

"Clinton was well-armed with polling that told him what
this would mean, and he doesn't move without that," said one
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this would mean, and he dossn't move without that," sald one
East Coast film industry lobbyist, "There are few forces of
nature more powerful than a political opportunity waiting to be
seized.”

Political insiders agree that the events of last week were
vitage Clinton--co-opting a popular issue with expert timing,.
The Senate-passed legislation ordering the Fedoral Trade
Commission and Department of Justice to investigate the
marketing of musie, movies and video games to children was
awaiting approval by the House. When Congress went out of
town for the Memorial Day recess, Clinton leaped owt front and
ordered the probe himself.

His action was consistent with his history on simifar
issues--pushing a balking television mdustry to accept sex and
violence ratings, lambasting violent rap lyrics and publicly
condemning the industry's excesses.

Inguiry Follows Party Fund-Raiser

What recent events lustrate 1s the sometimes profound
disconnect between the Democratic president and the indusiry
that thinks it hag a relationship with him. In the weeks after
Littleton, the tinks between the two power centers were frayed.

~ Some East Coast political analysts satd Hollywood's strong
financial support of Clintor's agenda probably
boomeranged--targeting the indusiry rather than shiclding it

The inquiry came two weeks after DreamWorks principals
Steven Spielberg, David Geffen and Jeffrey Katzenberg hosted
a Beverly Hills event that raised $2 million for the Democratic
Party. Some saw the ingquiry a5 a move to ward off charges that
the Democrats use Hollywood as a cash machine but are loathe
to take it fo task on tough issues,

"After that fund-raiser in Los Angeles what could [Clinton)
do?” said one political observer. "People were going to say
Hollywood bought him [and the Democrats] off”

Those contradictory perspectives were voiced time and
again last week: Washingion accused Hollywood of huding
behind the Ist Amendment (o defend the production of
disturbingly violent product, and Hollywood decried
Washington for scapegoating. Many in the industry said it was
their carnest desire to help curtail youth violence, but that the
White House slamimed them before they had the chance.

"[Clinton's] announcement certatnly felt like
finger-pointing,” said Andy Spahn, corporate spokesman for
DreamWorks SKG, adding that the timing and scope of the
ity seemed inconsistent with the president’s earlier
invitation to work together without blame,

Industry leaders were discussing possible steps to reduce
youth viclence when Clinton charged ahead. "Why none of us
were consulted and why that process wasn't permitted to unfold
isn't clear to me," Spahn said.

Nevertheless, one entertainment industry publicist noted
that though Hollywood players may feel miffed, they don't
have 2 lot of alternatives,

"It's not just about the money. They share their aurs, their
glitter, their fairy dust. They let [politicians] come (o their
homes. That's what flips them out more than anything slsc,
They thought the seducticn had worked. They thought they
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owned this guy,” the publicist said. "But they're stuck. Therc's
nowhere to go."

Clinton Earlier Expressed Concerns

Clinton's concerns about media violence are not new--he has
been consistent about the issue since he first campaigned for
president in 1992, After TV's "Murphy Brown" featured
Candice Bergen as an unwed mother--drawing fire from the
likes of then-Vice President Dan Quayle--Clinton said he was
"troubled by the gratuitous violence and sex and mixed moral
signals on television.”

Visiting Hollywood in late 1993 after his election, Clinton
urged agents at the Creative Artists Agency to take personal
responsibility for what they helped produce.

Then at last month's White House summit, Clinton spokc of
a direct link between violent images and violent acts. The
combined eagerness of Congress and the White House to find a
solution--or at least to appear to be actively searching for
one--made it clear in Washington that some federal action had
to be taken to assure the nation that ils government wasn't just
sitting around waiting for the next campus tragedy.

"The president was determined from the beginning to focus
our efforts on ending marketing of violence to young people,
and since the summit he has made that point tn a variety of
ways," said a senior White House official. "Many in the
entertainment industry haven't grasped the distinction between
marketing and creative license, and they had a reaction to any
action by the government, even one that's designed to reinforce
the spirit of the industry's own [movie] rating system.”

Hilary Rosen, president of Recording Industry Assn. of
America, responded: "It's not that the industry didn't
understand that Washington was serious. But there is a
broad-based cynicism about the president’s motives--that
something has to be done because we have to look like we're
doing something.”

The federal inquiry may only be the beginning. On Friday,
Sen. Joseph Lieberman (D-Conn.) joined Sen. John McCain
(R-Ariz.) in a bid to expand the law that requires warning
labels on cigarettes to apply to violent entertainment products.
They plan to introduce a Senate bill to that effect next week.
Industry analysts saw the action as the latest volley in 2 game
of one-upmanship, with Clinton and Congress now compcting
1o see which could slap Hollywood hardest. '

As politicians such as Lieberman vowed to deliver a
"wake-up call," by week’s end Hollywood was already wide
awake.

"Bill Clinton loves black people. He rebukes Sister
Souljah," mused one Hollywood insider, recalling Clinton's
1992 condemnation of the militant black rap singer’s comments
after the Los Angeles riots.

"Bilt Clinton loves poor people. He signed the Republican
verston of welfare reform. He's a friend of Hollywood and he
bashes Hollywood. It's not inconsistent with the middle of the
street he likes to walk. We are Sister Souljah right now.”

What inflamed Tinseltown most was Clinton's deciston to
limit the federal inquiry to the entertainment industry, leaving
the impression that the guns were not part of the problem,
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TV producer Norman Lear, a longtime supporter of
Democratic causes, said, “Singling us out--looking at the entire
culture, the whole fabric, and picking out one thread and
pointing the finger because that's the way the wind is blowing?
My visceral reaction is the president . . . had nothing to say, so
he grabbed af a straw. [ find that totally objectionable.”

‘That people feel not just ambushed, but spumed, could have
lasting eflects for the Democratic Party, part of the reason
Clinton’s decision to launch the inquiry did not have the
unaninous support of his advisors, according to one senior
White House official, Bat Clinton "fell comfortable” with the
timing, the official said, and remarked heading back from the
Rose Garden Tuesday that it was “the right thing to do."

Part of Clinton's comfort could stem from the fragmented
nature of contemporary Hollywood. The movie studios now are
part of multinational corporations with myriad products and
compeling interests, Actors and directors often are dissatisficd
with the ways studios market their films.

"There is no meonolith Hollywood,” said one Washington
lobbyist. "One guy can't stand up, snap his fingers and say, "We
will no longer support the White House, Hillary or [California
Demecratic Sen.] Dianne Feinstein,' Not like other industries
where they all support thewr friends all the time.”

Meanwhile, there are signs that Hollvwood is responding in
1ts own way. Agents report a "chilling effect” on violent
projects, even the most innocuous, Disney's plan to create a
feature film franchise called "Fear Street” (based on a series of
humeorous children’s books by R.L. Stine) reportedly was
shelved in the wake of Littleton,

And not evervone is chafing at the inquiry.

" understand being singled out 1looks bad, but to think that
the gun lobby hasn't been singled out since Columbine is
inane,” said Jeff Ayeroff, co-chief of Sony Music’s Work
Group label, who in the early *90s helped create "Rock the
Yote,” o voter registration etfort aimed at young people.
"Self-examination isn't a bad thing.”

L 3

Times staff writers Ronald Brownstein and Elizabeth Jensen
contributed to this report, Wallace reporied from Los Angeles,
Fiore from Washington,
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3 Candidates in Race

~for Hoﬂywood Donms

. m Fund-Ra:s-ng Through delicaic mancuvering, Gore:

outpaces Bradley and Bush in w oomg,mdustr} leaders.

By MARC LACEY

H\Hb%h\!! AI{H] R

\VASH]NGTON—A[ Gore ‘was
“quick to join the chorus of politi-
cians who, .after the Colorado’

schoo! shootings, decried Holly-

©, wood's role’in desensitizing young
people to violence. But when he.

huddied with industry exccutives

last month at the Century Plaza |

Hotel in:Los Angeles, the vice
president was gushmg with film
friendliness.

At the private meeting with po-
tential  donors, Gore distanced
himself from the federal inquiry
into  Hollywood's marketing of

« violent'movics launched recently

by President Clinton, Participants
said Gore made clear that the
study—disparaged
by some in Hollywood as a witch
hunt—waz the president’s idea,
not his, and was initiated without
his inpul. :

Gore is by no means the flrst
politico to wag his finger with one
hand while extending his palm
with the other. In this case, the

vice president’s delicate maneu- .

vering was prompted by the early

..in which he is engaged in a three-

way scrainble for Hollywood-re-
lated cash with his Democratic
challenger,
Sen. Bill Bradley, and the leading

Republican candidate; Tcms Gov )
. George W. Bush.

In their quests, “all three. afe
finding a political climate within

_ the entertainment industry that is

generous-—yct wary. :

Gore, benefiting from Holly-
wood's tried-and-true link to the
Democratic Party,; raised $318.050

during the first six months of the.

" fessional
- mined Hollywood regularly in his

former New Jersey:

year from donors ‘dircctly linked

-to the t(_lumou movie und music

industries, according to thé non-

¢« partisun Campaign Study Group.

The analysis includes contribu-
tions from industry employees as
well as their spouses and college-

"age children who-do not have

. other jobs.
© Gore's, sum -cxceeded the
amount Clinton raiséd over a

similar period the years before his
1992 and 1096  campaigns. But

Clinton had much of Hol ywood to
- himself.

““\When, Clinton first. came on

“the séene, he came to Hollywood
_out " of nowhere’ and just blew

everyone away,” “said” Brian
Swardstrom, an agent with the”
Endeavor Agency in Beverly Hills

A_who gave $1,000 to Bradley.

“People aren’t cxdiled about

. these guys [Gore and Brad-

1(‘V] the way thcy were- about
Clinton.”

Br fzdley, who has enjoyed celeb-
rity status since his days as a pro-
‘basketball player and

days as a senator, raised $225,174 in.

“industry-related money through’
June 30. His supporters, many of -

whom have known and supported

him for years, include Walt Disney

Co. Chairman Michael Eisner,
Warner DBros. «chicf Terry Semcl
(who recently announced his resig-

"+ nation), producer Quincy Jones and.

actors Tom Selleck, Paul Reiser arnxl
Steve Gutlenberg.

Bush, meanwhile, tapped the cn-
tertainment - industry for $247,730,
an unusually high sum for a Repub-
liean. His contributor list includes
Sisner, actress and diplomat Shirley
Tample Black and a variety of en-
tertainment  exceutives  scattered

" throughout the country,

Donors Make Their

‘ Presence Felt

Rle Albain, uho heads ANA

' ‘wcmle Lffccts gave the maxi--

mum $1,000 contribution to Bush,
and his wife did the same because
they believe he will be a_good
leader for™ the country—HoI v
wood included. “The mone
business is my- livelihood,” he
said, adding that he's tired of see-
ing film production’ shifting " to
Canada or elsewhere because of
labor costs.

Albain, for one, does not see the

“Holiywood-violence tink so many

Jpoliticians are playing up.. « |

“I don't believe watching tele-
vision or movies is going to create
weird people,” he said. "I believe

iIo Angclcs (mmcs
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”1 -

- spokesman  said
does not comment on such con- - |

M &‘““' Wsr

that you are born that way or
grow up that way.”

Other givers, as well, say they
are. sifting through the candidates
to determine their stance in—as’
one’insider put-it—this "absurd
movement against violence . and

_sex in the media.”

Although total donations from
the financial and legal communi-
lies far outstrip the amount the
candidates raise from Hollywood,
the. industry

and relatively sclf-contained—a
little bit of effort can result in a
good return. There's also the
glamour factor;. every campaign
likes to have its contribution list
studded with celebrity names.

.Comfort Factor

Being Real ized -

" Perhaps not ‘:urpnsmffly, none
of the three leading recipients of |
Hollywood moncy has publicly’

-embraced the federal inquiry . of

the industry’s marketing prac-'

tices, which Clinton has ordered.
‘the Justice Department and the

Federal Trade Commxss;on to em-
bark upon.

Gore’s camp, whon asked about

his comments in his prlvato meet-

- ings with Hollywood insiders, ac-’

knowledged only that he has had
‘numerous discussions -with thtm
on issues facing the country.

the campmgn

versations, -

But those privute conversations -
appear to be rt.h(r\mq some in
Ilollywood. -

“At first there were doubts”
about Gore's stance on Hollywood
and violence, said Andy Span, a
spokesman for DrcamWox‘ks
SKG. “As the vice p;eszdent has °
begun to address this issue, |
think many in the industry who

“Had concerns have been made

more comfortable, . B

Bradiey's qpohesman, Eric
Hauser, said the former scéhator
does not have sufficient details on
the Clinton-ordered inquiry to
stake out a position.

As for Bush, a spokeswoman
said he supports the inquiry. But
the Texas governor does not
bring the issuc up in his speeches.

‘Gore Receéives .
Broad Backmﬂ

In the three-way  struggle for

is an attractive -
_source because it is well-heeled

Hollywood’s adoration, Gore has

succeeded in
Jbacking within the industry. A re-

. view of his Federal-Election Com-

‘mission report by the Campaign
Study Group, a-Virginia-based re-
search fund, shows contributions
from whole blocs of executives
from  DreamWorks, Parumount,

obtaining broad

Time Warner and other entertain-

ment'concerns, .

Gore givers also include actors
Chevy Chase and Kevin Costner,
Quincy Jones and singer Barbra
Streisand. Another backer, Haim

"



Suban, chairman of Fox Family
Worldwide, took isstie with Gore
on the question of whether Holly-
wood violence contributes to inci-
dents such as the Columbine High
School shootings. :

-, "I happen to disagree with the -

vice president on his opinion on
this matter,” said Saban, who was
not’ privy to closed-door com-
ments “on the federal inguiry.
“You're going to agree with a can-

‘didate on most of the issues and -

you're going {o disagree on some
of them.” -
With the election still 15

.. months away, numerous industry.

- players are hedging their bets.

“It's a long way to Election -
Day,” said one studio insider:

“We aren’t engaged in the proc-
ess like the people in Washington,
‘D.C. A friend asks you to give
$1,000 to Gore. A friend asks you

to give $1,000 to Bradley. You-

'write the checks.”

Semel wrote' & $1,000 check to’

_Bradley, but contributed the sarie
amount at -a_fund-raising dinner

he hosted for Bush. Named by

" . Clinton as vice chairman of the

President’s Committee on the-

Arts and the Humanities, Semcl
ulso kicked in.$1,000 for Gore. |~
" Other donors who have sent off

- multiplé checks include Eisner -
(who donated to Bradley and
Bush), DreamWorks SKG mogul

David Geffen (Gore and-Republi-

can Sen, Jotn McCain of Ari-
zona), Warner Bros. President Ed
Bleier (Gore and Bradley), former

20th Century Fox executive .

Marvin Davis (Gore and Bradley)
~ and record executive Danny Gold-
berg (Gore and Bradley).

“Multiple giving is a sign of
one's desire to cover one's bets,” -

said Dwight Morris, president of =

the Campaign Study Group. “No
matter who wins; you have ac-
cess to the White House in case’
you need to talk to someone,” -
.Gore’s recent efforts to dis-
tance himself from the federal
inquiry of Hollywood and youth
violence was not the first time
- he headed West to mend fences.
During his failed presidential
run in 1988, Gore held a private
meeting in Los Angeles with re-
cording industry executives in
which he backpedaled from his
role in a high-profile Senate
. hearing that focused on unsa-
vory music lyrics. Also present
was Gore's wife, Tipper, who, as
a witness at the hearing, deeried
song lyrics laden with violent’
and sexual images,
That hearing, held at the be-
hest of the Parents Music Re-
source Center, a group created
by Tipper Gore, led the music
industry to adopt a voluntary la-
“beling system for albums with
, explicit lyrics.
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“I did not ask for the heur-
ing,” Gore told the record ex-
ecutives, according to a tran-
-script of the session published

by Variety. “I was not in favor

of the hearing.”

.Gore’s current list of coritribu-
tors shows that he hag managed
to put many in the recording in-
dustry at ease.

But some, such as Reprise Re-
cords cxecutive Howie Klein,
continue to” hold a grudge-

against the Gores moré than'a -

decade later.
“Everyone I know who is politi-

cally active has forgotten or for- .

given what happened over rock

lyrics,” Kiein said. “I can’t fofget.’

..« But'if it comes down to
George W. Bush and Gore, I'll
vote for Gore. Meanwhile, I'm do-

ing all T can for Bradiey.”

Times staff writer. Stephen Fuzesi contrib-
uted to this report,




-Pohtlclans Speak Out but Are Wary of Restnctmg Fﬂm V1ole‘nce‘

By DAVID E. ROSENBAUM

WASHINGTON, Oct. 12 — Some . recent
skirmishes in the political culture wars:
The Senate is making plans to create a

special panel on American culture, a forum.

for a handful of senators from both parties

to examine, among other matters, violence

in popular entertainment.

.The Federal Trade Commission, under
orders from President Clinton; has begun an
exhaustive study of whether the movie, re-

cording and video industries market violent
products to children.

In a sizzling daylong debate {h June in-the
House of Representatives, one lawmaker

Ehe New Nork Times
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after another denounced the entenainment
industry. - Then the House unanimously
adopted a- hortatory measure caliing the

industry *“irresponsible” and instructing it

do *‘everything in its power to stop these

- portrayals of pointless acts of brutality by

Immediately eliminating gratuitous vio-
lence in movles, television, musnc and video
games.”

In the last two weeks the Senate and
House have passed nonbinding resolutions
expressing their view (but setting no policy)
that the Brookiyn Museum of Art should be

denled Federal funds unless it cancels the

“Sensation’’ exhibition.

. Desplte all'this activity as well as a belief
" among politicians from both parties and

much of the public that violence in the

medxa contnbutes to some degree to vio-
lence in society, it is a safe bet that no law
will be passed or regulatory action taken
that puts meaningful restraints on movies,

. television and other forms of entertainment.

In part, that is a result of intense lobbying

and generous campaign contributions from

broadcasters, filmmakers and others in the
entertainmént field. After all, nothing in
Washington politics nowadays is immune

* from arm-twisting and money.

Entertainment industry interests gave
over $20 mlllion to parties and candidates in
the 1996 presidential and congressional elec-

. tions, and donations-in the first six months

of this year fat exceed that pace, according

- to the Campaign Study Group, a nonpartisan

research firm.

But the main reason no concrete action is

likely to be taken is neither the money nor _
the lobbying but the fact that most politi-.
cians of all stripes have come to realize that

as serious as they feel the situation is, there
is little the Government can do about it.-
Gallup polls last spring found that 81

percent of American adults say they believe -

that violent entertainment Is a cause of
increased violence in society and that 73
percent say the Government should restrict
the access of minors to such material.
Politicians follow such polls as diligently

as they follow campaign contributions, and.

would certainly respond to this sentiment if
they could. But they say they cannot — not

in a way that would be effecuve and consti-

tutional.

“This is a problem that isn’ t going to be

solved in Washington,” said Senator Sam
Brownback, Republican of Kansas, the chief
sponsor of the measure that would create
the special Senate panel on culture,

~Senator Charles E. Schumer, the New
York Democrat, said he worried deeply
about the content -of ‘the entertainment
available to his 15-year-old daughter, Jessi-

" ca. He has some influence in thisregard as 2
. father, he said, but essentially none as a -

lawmaker. -

“If I could wave a magic wand and stop

violente in the media, I would wave it,”’ he
said. ““But it is impossible without the heavy
hand of Government starting to censor, and

Continued on Page 4
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. Continued From First Arts Page

when the Government starts censor-

- ingor giving a seal of approval, it has

the potential to. do more bad than
good.”
Political focus on vxolence in popu-

*far ¢ulture has waxed and waned -
over the years. Some senators and-

representatives said they remem-
bered watching as children the tele-
vised hearings conducted in 1954 by
Senator Estes Kefauver on whether
violence in comic books contributed
to juveniie delinquency.

(At a memorable moment, Sena-
tor Kefauver held-up the cover of a
comic book and said to its publisher,
“This seems to be a man with a
bloody ax holding a woman's head
up, which has been severed from her
body. Do you think that is in good
taste?” Yes, the publisher replied,
explaining that it would be “in bad
taste if, for example, the severed
" head was held higher and blood was

shown dripping from it."”")

The political fervor reached a new
‘pitch this year after the massacre at

Columbine High School in Littleton,

Colo., and other. acts of viclence

around the country. In June, the
. House debated whether the availabil-
. ity of guns or the prevalence of vio-
lence in the media was the primary
cause. In the end, the House voted to
do nothing about either. .

A pivotal vote came on a proposal

offered by Representative Henry J..

Hyde of lllinois, the Republican who
is chairman of the Judiciary Com-
mittee. His measure would have
made it a crime punishable by up to
five years in prison to sell, distribute
or lend violent movies, television
programs, videos, books and Inter-
net material to children.

Applying standards that the Su-

preme Court set for defining obscen- .

ity, the Hyde proposal applied to
‘material that “'the average person’

would find was “‘patently offensive.’

with respect to what is suitable to
minors.” The material would have to

.. fail the so-called ‘‘slaps’” test, mean-

ing that it had no **serious literary,

- artistic, political or scientific value

for minors.” .

The proposal even defmed exam-
ples of viclence, including “'sadistic
or masochistic flagellation” and
“torture”™ (though, curiously, no
mention . was made of terrorist
bombing or mass murder with auto-
matic weapons).

“Anybody that thinks rotcen mov-

ies, rotten television, rotten video
games are not poisoning, toxically

poisoning our kids’ minds and mak--

ing some kids think that conduct is
acceptable just is not paying atten-

tion,” Mr. Hyde declared in the de-.

bate. )

It was clear from the debate that
most members of the House agreed
~ that children’s minds were indeed
being poisoned. Nonetheless, the
Hyde proposal was overwhelmingly

rejected, 282 to 146, a margin of .

nearly 2 to 1. It is rare for a commit-
tee chalrman in the House to be
defeated so soundly.

The dominant view was expressed

by Representative Kenny Hulshof, a

conservative Republican from Mis-
_ souri. “If 1 believed that passing one
additional law would prevent inci-
dences of school violence in America,
‘I would lead the charge,” he said.

. But Mr. Hulshof and a legion of-

~ others from both parties said that
even {f Congress could figure out a
practical way to restrict violence in
entertainment, the lawmakers were
prevented by the First Amendment
from doing so.
‘Even if the politicians take no de-

‘initive action to control cultural vio- -

‘nce, some small steps are possible.
. Under pressure from President

Clinton, representatives of movie
theater owners across the country
announced in June that they would
begin requiring teen-agersto present
photo identification cards when they .
showed up without an adult to see R-
rated films. )

Congress seems likely to approve
legislation that would waive anti-
trust restrictions so competing me-
dia companies could work together
in developing codes that would limit
violence in their products.

By Jan. 1, a 1996 law will require
all new television sets to have a V-
chip, a device that allows parents to

- program their sets to filter out pro-

grams that have been rated by net-
works as unsuitable for children.
Senator Brownback said the pur-

pose of the special culture panel,

which he said he hoped to lead, would |
be “informing the public” and *ca-
joling. the industry.”” The panel will
probably be called the Senate Task
Force on the State of American Soci-
ety. Democrats insisted that it be a

- task force and not a special commit-

tee so that it would not hold subpoena
power.

Senator Joseph I. Lieberman of
Connecticut, a Democrat who will
probably be on the task force, agreed
that the best politicians could do was
to keep drumming on the subject in
the hope the entertainment industry
would rein itself in. "“We have to keep
pleading with the people who

-produce this stuff to take a look at

the consequences,” he said.

It was in that vein that the Senate
and House passed resolutions ex-
pressing the opinion that funds

‘should be withheld from the Brook-

Defining what is
offensive and

harmfulisa '
problem in itself.

Iyn Museum. The resolutions’ were
approved by voice votes with only
perfunctory debates, indicating that
no one really expected the money to ’
be cut off.

In fact, Senator Arlen Specter, Re-

publican of Pennsylvania, said he

was not challenging the Senate reso-
lution, an amendment to a giant
spending bill, *‘in the interest of mov-
ing this bill." But he was giving the
Senate 'no assurance as to how hard
we will pursue it,” Senator Specter
emphasized, “to put it mildly.”

. In the past, such political pressure
has led to some voluntary restraints.
After the Kefauver hearings, for ex-
ample, the comic book publishers
formed a trade association and de-
veloped a code of standards that is
still in effect. The decision of the
theater owners to be stricter abouf
admitting under-age customers to R-
rated movies resulted at least in

part, no doubt, from having been

leaned on by the White House. |
Just this week, the association that
represents video stores nationwide
said its members were posting new
signs and emphasizing the policy

that videotapes and video games des....” '

ignated as restricted will not be sold

or rented to children under 17 uniess

they could prove parental consent.
Andrew Jay Schwartzman, a law-

-yer here who often represents con- -

sumer interests before the Federal
Communications Commission, said
there was little the peliticians could
do directly to keep violence off televi-
sion. But speaking of broadcasters,
Mr. Schwartzman said, “It might do
some good if they feel footsteps.”
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Public appeal

- targets c]hanges
by Hollywood

By Ann Oldenburg
USA TODAY .

ers announced a campaign Tues-
day to pressure. Hollywcod to
cleanupitsact - :
“We are asking the entertain-
‘ment industry ... to develop an
industrywide code of conduct,”
$aid Sen. John McCain, R-Arz
McCain, Empower America
head Bill Bennett, and Sens, Joe
ieberman, D-Cona., Sam

’ Norman Schwarzkopf, former
New York governor Maric Cio-
ino and Nobel Peace Prize win-
ner Elie Wiesel

The campaign calls for citizens” .

{0 enail, phone or write Holly-
wood executives to pressure

them into reducing violence and .

‘sextual content by adopting a s%
point code,

The code would: -

P Affirm the industry’s “vital
mponszbmngs"formeneanhor
our culhure, )

" b Establich certain standards

' for violert, sexual and degrading
. ) . maleﬁaﬂ . “ N
WASHINGTON: ~ Lawmak-

» Commit the industry to an
overall reduction of entertain- |
ment violence, .

>Bmthepracnceofmrget-

formation on media content
while committing to the creation . -
of “windows” of family TV pro-

gramming. -

- P Pledge greater creative ef-
forts to develop good family-
oriented entertainment. ,

“I wish we could come up with -
a sixpoint anything that would -
solve all this,” said Carole Shields,
president of People For the
American Way. “If you're a pro-
ducer and you read all that stuff,
there’s no easy way of meeting
those kinds of suggestions.”

But, she adds, “T don't think it's

: abad'thing,...‘memarenever

any easy answers.”

“It's a really antiquaied way of
dealing with really challenging
questions,” said Michelle Coffey,
program director of the National
Campaign for Freedom of Exn ‘
pression.

in addition to the volunfary rat-

music; TV shows and video .
games, the legislators said.

“Let us not confuse a label with -
a solution,” Brownback said - .
“There is a difference between.
mldngmtmeMaudngmgxia

‘ings system in place for movies, b

\)wuw

uAv\mw
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t 'Clgar debate smoldermg

Congress urged to adopt mandatory health warmngs ban ads

_The Assomated Press
Federal regulators on Wedn&sﬁay

urged Congrem to impose mandatory

wrarnings on cigar labels and ban TV
gnd radio ads for the product
‘Under the recommendations is-
sued by the Federal Trade Cominis-
sion, cigars would be subject to simi-
lar statutory regulations as cigareties
&nd smokeless tobacco. The commis-
sion pointed {0 the documented
_health risks that cxgars pose-in com-
piling their findings. -
; “Regular mgarsmokers are'at risk
-¢f mouth and throat cancer, similar
© O that of cigarette smokers,” said
FTC Chairman Robert Pitofsky. “Yet
. cigars are not regulated as cigareties
- gnd smokeless tobacco are.”

Top officials at the Department of

Health and Human Services reached
& similar conclusion in a February
report, pointing out- that while cigars
gre as deadly as cigarettes and wide-

Iy used by teemagers, they face virtu-
ally no federsl regulation,

The FTC has the power to require
the labels without congressional ac-
tion, but opted instead to pass its rec-

- ommendations onto Congress. Most

boxes already include a label re-
quired under a settlement of a Cali-
{fornia court case, but critics believe

‘the labels are not strong enough or

consistently nsed
" The commission recommended

that Congress order-cigar companies

to use-several different warning la-

bels in rotation and display them

prominently on the packages or box-
es that cigars come in. It offered

- three specific warnings for Congress

to consider:

. P Warning: Regular cigar smoking

can cause cancers of the mouth and
throat, even if you do not inhale,

¥ Warning: Inhaling the smoke of
cigars can cause lung cancer. The
more deeply you inhale, the greater

“your risk becom&&

» Warning: ngarsarenotasafe )
alternative to cigarettes. '
The majority of cigars are sold in

packages. For those that are sold in--
dividually, the FTC suggested that re- -
tailers could post signs in their shops.
The commission also reported a
dramatic increase in cigar sales and
revenue from 1996 to 1997, the peri-
od during which the study was con- -

“ducted. Five leading domestic cigar

manufacturers provided informa-
tion, which showed a 15% increase in
unit sales and a 43% increase in dol-
lar sales,

Cigar evenis at restaurants and
clubs have become more common,

- the report noted. Total advertising

and promotional expenditures for ci-
gars increased 32%, to reach $41 mil-
lion in 1997. Most of this money was
spent on discounts for retailers to en-
courage cigar sales, followed by

spending on magazine advertising.
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.Patrlarch is
- again tested
by tragedy

By Mimi Hall
USA TODAY

“To Teddy — I could have
- gone on forever, but no in-
troduction could match the ol-
ogquence of your example.
You're always there for all of
us, and I'm proud to let the
world know. Love, John Ken-
_nedy”

— Inscription on a photo In
Sen. Edward Kennedy's office’

taken at the 1988 Democratic

National Convention, where

John F. Kennedy Jr. introduced
. his uncle as a speaker.

. Uncle Teddy was there for
his brother John's only surviv-
ing son once again We'jnesday.
acting as he has for 3% decades
as a surrogate father to the
go;?ﬁn boy of the Kennedy
fa

dy Jr's body from the calm seas
" off Martha's Vineyard was an-
other In & long line, fo use Sen,
Edward Kennedy's word, of
“unthinkable” {ragedies that

have scarred the llves of this.

most storied political family. -

As the once-unlikely patri-
arch of that family, Kennedy
was there to witness the event
and honor the man. In the dec-
ades since .his three older
brothers were killed — Joe Jr.
in a World War I plane crash,
Robert and John by assassins'
bultets — he has risen above a
river of horrors to a level of

Where to send -
condolences

People wishing to send
condolences to the Kennedy
family may mall them to
Sen. Edward M. Kennedy's
office at 315 Russell Senate
Oftfice Building, Washington,
DL 20510, . - .

People can also sign con-
dolence books at the John F.
Kennedy Library and Muse-
um In Boston, and at the
John E Kennedy Natlonal
Historic Site In Brookline,
Mass,

The cnndoteace books
will be glven to Caroline
Kennedy to share with the
famlty of Carolyn Bessetle
Kennedy and Lauren Be-
ssette, then returned fo the
library’s archives, Kennedy
Library spokesman Tom
McNaught said.

The Assoclated Press

Y. -
The ralsing of John F Kenne-

achlevement that dldn't appear

posstble when he was the party- .

ing baby brother.

Wall Street Joumal colum-
nist Al Hunt wrote last year that
“in this Republicanled Con-
gress, the liberal Senator Ken-
nedy is arguably the most influ-
entlal member on elther side of
elther alsle” -

* He also has maintained the,

devotion of his famlly,
“He is an absolutely central

. figure to the children’s genera-

tion,” says Harrison Rainle, au-
thor of Growing Up Kennedy.
“For many of them, he i3 a fa-

ther figure, For others of them, -
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in Menemsha, Mass.. Sen. Edward Kemedy D-Mass; right, keads his sons, Rep. Patrick Kennedy D- .
R.l., cenler, and Edward Jr, to a boat that iook them to the wreckage of John F. Kennedy Jr's plane,

helsa tavcrite uncle and sort
of admirable figure In the fam.
liy because of the things he's

gone through and the burdens

he’s been asked to bear”

" Now, Kennedy once again
has been called on to cope pub-
{icly with the most painful of
personal tragedles.

“I’s like the boxer, the guy
who just keeps standing,” says
Caryl Rivers, a Boston Unl

versity journallsm professor

who covered the Kennedy ad-.
minisiratlion as a newspaper re-
porter. "He Just keeps getting
hit and hit and Just keeps get-
ting up.”

But how?

How does someone keep get-
ting up after two brothers are
slaln, a son gels cancer, a long

marriage ends, one nephew -

dies of a drug overdose and an-
other dies in a skiing accldent?

How does someone become
one of the Senale's most re-
spected leaders -~ admlred
even by those who oppose ev-
erything he stands for — after
the scandal of Chappaquidick,
when he drove a car off a
bridge after a night of drinking
I 1969 and his passenger, Ma-
ry Jo Kopechne, was drowned?
Or after he took his nephew,
William Kennedy Smith, on a
post-midnight bar cruise In

Palm Beach, Fla, In 1991 —a
night of carousing that ended In
Smith's trfal and acquittal on
rape charges?

After Chappaquidick, Ken-
nedy, now 67, mused publicly
about whether there was a
“curse” on his family. But those
who know him say he rarely
lapses into seti-pity.

“They are not a very inward-
tooking family Rainle says
“They're people of actlon.
They've been schooled never (o

sit around and think, ‘Poor me. -

Why did the world do this to
me?""”

Boston Globe columnist Da-
vid Nyhan, who covered Chap-

msmms. AP

Aboard a Coast Guard vessel: Sen. Edward Kennedy ard his sons
anive at the site of the wreckage, off Gay Head, Mass.

paquidick for The Assoclated
Press and has foltowed the
family since, says religlon plays
a big role In Kennedy's abliity
to handle one crisls after anoth-
er. Although he doesn't wear his
falth on his sleeve, “Teddy is a
person of deep religlous falth,”

Nyhan says, “a devout Roman
Catholic.”

When Sen, Orrin Hatch, R-

" Utzh, a political opposite but

one of Kénnedy's closest

_friends In the Senate, ap-

proached Kennedy about his
drinking after the Palm Beach
incldent, Hatch made a spiritu-
al rather than political- argu-
ment for cleaning up his act.
Kennedy's wife of seven
years, Victorla Reggie Kenne-
dy, also Is a source of strength,
Friends say the couple are
deeply In love and virlually In-
separable. They say the mar-
riage also put an end to the sen-
ator's unhealthy days of heavy’
drinking and womanlzing. -«
“In the years since his mar-,;
rlage, a lot of that has-
changed,” Rivers says. “The’

reputation for being a party an--
. ¥ More on tragedy, 1A, 2D

imal ts gone. You just don't hear

e e

those storles any more.”
Perhaps most imporiantly,

those who know him say Ken-

nedy is motivated by his work
as the third most senlor sena-
tor. He I5 the leader of the pofit-
Ical Teft, but at ithe same time

respected by the politlcal right -

as 8 consensus bullder who can
get things done. .

Kennedy doesnt relish the . -

TV time that his colleagues do.
But. when he’s pushing for
something he - belleves will
right a wrong, such as the Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights, he takes
center stage.

“On the Senate floor, he roars
fike a raging bull,” Nyhan says.
“Very impressive to watch.”

Today, Kennedy Is helping
JFK Ir's sister, Caroline Kenne-
dy Schiossherg, plan Friday's
memorial Mass. -

But after some time has

passed, Nyhan predicts, Kenne-.

dy will cope with the loss by
gelting back to business, “In
September,” he says, “Teddy'll
be banging away on health care
and the minimum wage.”

’




i it, let's take it out.' And it cost too much apyway."
Eight months after two teen-agers gtmned down 12
ates and a teacher before killing themselves in Littleton,
10., no bills concerning entertainment violence have been passed
Py Congress. A Federal Trade Commission inquiry into the
marketing of violent entertainment, launched by President Clinton
in June, is moving slowly, with no report expected until late next
year. But in.the behind-the-scenes world of Hollywood, at pitch
meetings and script confereénces and green-lighting decisions,
violence is still on the industry's mind. °
Quietly, in small ways that are sometimes hard to
measure, Hollywood is pondering its impact on and responsibility
‘to the culture. The soul-searching is less altruistic than economic,
for in a business that thrives when it is in sync with popular tastes,
many say it is perilous to ignore the public's concerns. '
But the public sends Hollywood mixed messages. **The
Matrix," the shoot-'em-up cyber-thriller that pitted sleek, trench- -
coat-wearing Keanu Reeves against corhputers that ruled the world,
opened just before the Columbine massacre and wentontodoa .
“whopping $171 million at the domestic box office. By contrast,.
even mega-star Brad Pitt couldn't lure people t6 “"Fight Club,” in
which men beat one another to a bloody pulp to combat the

deadening effects of materialistic society. Since opening Oct. 16,it "
. over the line this year, where it wasn't a matter of expression but of

has brought in'a paltry $36 rnillion.

Still, it is- becoming harder, some in Hollywood say, to -
produce markedly violent entertainment in the name of giving the
people what they want, Especially after Time magazine revealed
earlier this month that the two Columbine killers had fantasized
about the kind of movie their story would make predicting that
directors would "be fighting over this story" and debating whether
Quentin Tarantino or Steven Spielberg would do a better job
industry insiders are finding it tougherto pooh-pooh Hollywood‘
impact on the culture,

““Events in society, political pressures and an increasing

. thoughtfulness have combined, I believe; to make this issue what it

-should be: a permanent thing for Hollywood to grapple with,..
(And. that) will play a big factor in what movies get made over the ,
next year," said producer Sean Daniel ("~ The Mummy"), who noted
that especially in the upcoming election year, ignoring the issue will
be all but impossible. *"You cannot have a presidential election in .
America without Hollywood being kicked a few times along the’
way."

Grappling with the issue, of course, will never mean -~
doing away with cinematic violence altogether, Among those who
make and sell mainstream studio movies, the consensus is that |
violence is acceptable and often highly marketable when it 1s
employed in the service of storytelling. '

_ And with the rise of cable, which pipes uncut motion
pictures and uncensored programming into millions of American
homes, network television exécutives continue to feel pressure to
make their content more edgy and explicit to compete. B

Nevertheless, in the words of one studio executive,
Hollywood's
Columbine and its aftermath. Films under the Disney banner, for
example, won't have guns displayed in future movie ads. Warner
Bros. sliced all gunplay out of *"The Matrix" trailer for its
international release. And the title of New Line Cinema's **Sugar '
and Spice and Semi-Automatic s,” a black comedy (scheduled for -
release next year) about high school cheerléaders who rob a bank,
has been changed to simply *"Sugarand Spice."

Industry insiders still balk-at the suggestion, made by
some lawmakers, that Hollywood is a primary culprit in the recent
spate of teen-age shooting sprees. And there is continued

resentment, even now, about the way President Clinton ordered an - -

FTC investigation that focused only on entertainment marketing
and did not address access to guns.

‘Jack Valenti, president of the Motion Picture Association

of America, acknowledged, " Last year we made over 700 films,
and we don't have enough talent to put out 700 first-class films. So
you're always going to have movies that stumble ... and become
unreasonable.” '

Nevertheless, he said, a current proposal by Sens. Joseph
Lieberman, D-Conn., and John McCain, R-Ariz., to create a ‘
comymission on youth violence that would take a hard look at i
Hollywood is too limited in its scope. ‘

"I don't see how you can have a commission to study the B

culture without studying guns," said Valenti, who is particularly

_ rhore than ever’lggﬁoxe

““consciousness has been raised, no doubt about it" by .

-New Zealand Is the World's Y2K Guinea Pig

- of the New Zealand Media Resource Unit, ™'

. concerned about a proposal to give the commission subpoena

power.

To the extent that some of 1999's legislative proposals
appeared to encroach on the First Amendmient, Hollywood remains
alarmed. In June, for example, the House rejected a measure that

- would have made it a crime to expose children to certain graphic

images, raising the question: Who would decide what is graphic?

""How do you define what's appropriate?" asked Rep.
Howard L. Berman, D-Calif., who opposed the measure.
“Everybody thinks that *Saving Private Ryan' was a useful
contribution and that parts of *Schindler's List,' as horrible and
disgusting as they were, helped to portray the true impact of the
Holocaust. So how do you protect the "good' violence that servesa -
useful purpose while getting rid of the "bad'? How do you )
distinguish between "Saving Private Ryan and nghtmare on Elm
Street'?"

The answer, according to people who work in the film
industry, is simple: Individuals at all levels in Hollywood must
consult their own consciences. And yes, they insist, they have them.

**We know the impact we have on society and take it -
quite responsibly as an industry,” said Paul Junger Witt, who
produced this yedr's *~Three Kings" and has a string.of TV and ,
movie credits to his name. *"We can all single out films that stepped

pyrotechnics. But ] think the community has become more sensitive
in terms of looking at their work and making judgments about the
violence therein.”

"The fact that expliciiness sells goes a long way to

‘explaining why this year, like every year, Hollywood made vastly

more R-rated movies than any other kind. Of the 575 feature films

‘rated by the MPAA this year (through Oct. 31), 396 were rated R,

92 were PG-13, 51 were PG, 34 were G and two wére NC-17,
But those were films, noted Thom Mount, president of
the Producers Guild of America, that were conceived and created
long before the mayhem in Columbine. Mount, whose own
producing credits include films ranging from *"Bull Durham" to
**Natural Born Killers,” said that today studio executives and
development people are raising the issue of gratuitous violence

iolence is a public health issue in our country, and
like-afiy responsible citizen of a nation that has a problem, the

itizens of Hollywood want to try to do something,” said Mount,
who is organizing an industrywide summit on entertainment -

violence to be held early next year. ""People bring it up these day
and they never used to brmg itup atall. And I think that'sa
end."

“thattremd-will €an for moviegoers won't be

) ovndent until next year at the earliest, glven lengthy development -

schedules. But if the excised gunfire in " Big Momma's House" is
any mdlcatlon there may be a bit less extraneous killing on the big
screen. And particularly since Columbine prompted theater owners
to begin requiring identification for admittance to R-rated movies,
some filmmakers say PG 13-rated pro;ects are looking.more
attractive.

..................... . o0

By Virginia Ellis

 Los Angeles Times

AUCKLAND, Néw Zealand Isolated in a remote corner

. of the globe, tiny New Zealand is hoping to impress the world

Saturday as the arrival of 2000 and its accompanying Y2K
uncertainties propels it to center stage.

_For more than a year, New Zealand has readied for its
few.moments of fame when proximity to the international dateline
makes it the first industrialized nation to greet the New Year and
cope with the vagaries of the computer age.

For the rest of the computerized world, New Zealand's

“early warning system" amounts to a moment of truth: Will all the

_ efforts to reconfigure computers to recognize the New Year as 2000
. and not 1900 have been for naught? This island country where

- midnight struck Friday at 6 p.m. EST is the first place able to

supply an answer.

“*We are the guinea pig for the world," said Jan Haynes
If anything goes wrong
here, everyone else has time to do something."

Meanwhile, New Zealand has seized the moment.

~ W‘l:



Millions of dollars have been poured into sprucing up
infrastructure, promoting tourism and preparing a world-class New
Year celebration all intended to erase the image of New Zealand as
merely "an efficient offshore farm for the United Kingdom." .
, ~ So much for the jokes about New Zealand resetting its’
sheep. . .
: “"While the attention of the world is focused on us we
want to convey that this is a great place to visit and do business,"
said Sharon van Gulik, manager of the New Zealand Millennium
office. "We want to plant an indelible collection of images in
people’s minds so they will think about us in the future."

Not since French intelligence agents slipped into
‘Auckland harbor in 1985 and blew up the Greenpeace vessel .
Rainbow Warrior has so much attention been riveted on this
English-speaking island nation in the South Pacific: roughly the
size of California but with one-tenth its population.

" Governments and corporations from around the world
have established Y2K links in New Zealand aiming to glean vital
information about the behavmr of computers in the first moments

.of 2000.

John Good, special adviser to New Zealand's Y2K
Readiness Commission, said most of the links are industry-to-
industry the telecommunications industry in the U.S. with a similar
group in New Zealand, electrical utilities with the uuhty moniforing
unit here. :

Good said suppliers of critical computer components,
especially from Japan, sent technicians to New Zealand to "*literally
sit by their equipment and report back to their home office if there
are any problems.” '

Mindful of its role as a global computer watchdog, the
Y2K Readiness Commission in New Zealand took steps to protect
its monitoring systems from hackers. If cyber terrorists infiltrated

- the system and altered the information being distributed around the -

wotld, government officials said, it could create international panic,
especially because several financial markets were open as New
Zealand celebrated the New Year,

* Days before the arrival of 2000, officials in New
Zealand's critical industries said they spent millions to correct Y2K
problems and didn't expect trouble at midnight. Even so, electric.
utilities, the telephone system and the Reserve Bank planned to
have extra staff on duty. '

Although banks will not be open until Jan. 5 because of
public holidays, bankers wanted to monitor money machine and -
credit card transactions, to assure the world that the monetary
system did not appear to have any computer glitches. They said
they were fearful that any bad news from New Zealand's banking

- system could cause a run on banks elsewhere, pamcu]arly the
United States. ' \

' Other, less critical operations were taking minor
precautions. At the Auckland Zoo, dangerous animals were locked
in spec131 enclosures in case power outages disabled electric fences.

The ports of Auckland required incoming ships to prove
their Y2K compliance and warned that if there were any doubts
about the readiness of vessels due to arrive in the New Year, the
ships wouid be ‘tequired to wait in the harbor until on-board
inspections were complete.

-Still, for many New Zealanders, Y2K took a back seat to. -

celebration plans.

In Auckiand, the nafion's largest city, thousands of
vacationers were expected to join local residents at the waterfront at
midnight to witness a spectacular fireworks-display.

And a free, three-hour theatrical extravaganza was
planned to lead up to the event.

A television hookup was expected to reach a billion
people around the world. Tourist officials hope the exposure will’
help promote other local events. . ‘

*"We're not necessarily trying to bring hordes of tourists
to New Zealand for the new year," Van Gulik said. *"We are trymg
to create a legacy."

But hordes of tourists have come, attracted by the balmy
summer weather.

“If the world's going to end, thls isa much nicer place to
be this time of year than Minnesota," said Jesse Mills, a 20-year-old
backpacker from Duluth.

Talks Stall After India Offers to Free Some Militants

. release jailed Kashmiri militants to gain the freedom of more than

* India, including Maulana Masood Azhar, a leader of a guerrilla

. predominantly Muslim state of Jammu and Kashmir. The hijackers
 are sticking to their demand that the Indians release 36 of their -

_Afghanistan’s Islamic fundamentalist Taliban regime.

apprehensions of no further negotiations,” Singh said. ~" Additional
security measures by the Taliban were then taken.”

plane afterward.
Indian Airlines Flight 814 as it left the airport in the Nepalese c1ty
. couniries India, Pakistan and the United Arab Emirates before

- have freed 28 passengers, but they have threatened to kill the others '

"hljackers and the Kashmiri militants who-are to be released.”

"miscalculated this bit and took it for granted that the Tahban would

‘hijackers to stay in the country as part of a deal to release the
. hostages.

By Dexter Filkins -
Los Angeles Times =
NEW DELHI, India Indian negotiators have offered t

150 hostages on a hijacked jet in Afghanistan, but talks are
deadlocked concerning the issue of sanctuaries for the hijackers and
the militants, Afghan officials and other sources said Thursday.

Taliban officials in Kandahar, where the hostages are
entering their eighth day of captivity Friday, said the militant
Islamic hijackers and Indian negotiators also are haggling about the
number of guerrillas to be released.

Sources in the southern Afghan city of Kandahar said the
Indians have offered to free as many as eight guerrillas held in

group fighting to oust the Indian government from the

comrades.
“"They are still negotiating on the numbers of prisoners,” -
said Wakil Ahmad Mutawakel, the foreign minister of ‘

Indian officials in New Delhi declined to speak publicly
for much of the day about the hostage crisis. They denied reports
that there was an ~"agreement” to release militants but refused to
speak more about their talks with the hijackers. -

'The negotiations are now extremely delicately poised,”
Indian Foreign Minister Jaswant Smgh said after an emergency j
meeting of the Cabinet.

The reports of progress in the talks capped a topsy-turvy
day of high-stakes bargaining that nearly turned violent. In the
morning, Taliban troops with rocket launchers, missiles and
machine guns surrounded the Indian Airlines jet.

. Taliban leaders called the deployment routine, but Indian
officials in New Delhi said the soldiers were brought out when the
talks seemed to be breaking down for good.

**It came to a situation of impasse, and there were some

No shots were fired, and negotiations between the
hijackers and Indian negotiators began again over the aircraft's.
radio. The hijackers temporarily freed an Indian cancer patient for
90 minutes to receive medical treatment, but he retumed to the

The hijacking began Dec. 24 when five hl_]aCkch smzed
of Katmandu. The terrorists forced the plane to land in three
finally touching down in southemn Afghanistan. So far, the hijackers

if their demands are not met. )

One of the biggest obstacles to breaking the eight-day
impasse is finding countries that will take the released militants and
the hijackers, who stabbed to death an Indian passenger on the first
day of the ordeal. Officials in Afghanistan and in Pakistan ‘which
many believe to be the home of the hijackers have refused to
accept them, accordmg to Afghan officials.

*It is a stalemate situation,” a diplomat told Agence
France-Presse in Kandahar. ""No country is ready to accept the

*“The hijackers are fresh and strong but they

accept them," the diplomat said.

Taliban officials are adamant about expelling the ‘
hijackers. They have threatened several times to force the plane to
take off again, and Thursday they said they wouldn't allow the

** Afghanistan will not give the hijackers asylum,”
Mutawakel said in a telephone interview. '

Muslim militants have been waging a violent campaign .
in Jammu and Kashmir, India's only Muslim-majority state, since
1989, seeking either independence or union with Pakistan. More
than 25,000 people have died. ‘

The hijacking appears to be the work of Harkat Ansar, a
notorious guerrilla group that is blamed for the kidnapping of six
Western hikers in Kashmir in 1995 and is now known as Harkat
Moujahedeen. One of the captive hikers escaped, one was found




way in doing for charitable giving, Egan says. e

Others don't ses it that way. G

- Some members of the philanthropic community won'y
that, far from tapping new sources of charitable money, financial-
services firms are merely sucking existing money away from
- conventional charities
groups with far more experience in delwermg good works

“*Some of those people may have been giving money to

charity -all along and are just doing it through Fidelity now,” says
John Edie, general counsel for the Councxl on Foundatxons
Washmgton trade association.

.~ Others note that the big, commerc1ally launched -
charities, high-minded and law-abiding though they may be, have
given new ideas to pitchmen for dubious tax shelters and shaky
personal-finance plans. This is particularly worrisome at a time-
when the IRS is operating in a defensive posture and performmg far
fewer audits.

: **There have always been scam artists out there,
wherever there's a tax deduction involved," says Bjorklund, who
approves of Fidelity's program but has been compiling a list of
questionable new "charities” that claim to have modeled
themselves after it. o

One outfit on her list, the National Heritage Foundation
of Falls Church, Va,, Callsitself “"an eXperiment in charitable -
entrepreneurship.” It offers contributors two ways to use the money

i

fl

entrusted to it: not only to give it to traditional tax-exempt charmes ‘

but also to operate their own good works.
J.T. Dock Houk, founder and CEO of the foundanon
* said his clients had repaired a Buddhist temple in Tibet, fed the
hungxy in Cairo and operated a soup kitchen in Philadelphia.
' The foundation has also advised donors that they can
legally use their tax-exempt money to pay salaries to themselves
and family members who manage their charitable giving. Among

the kinds of giving that have been sanctioned by the foundation is . -

the construction of an Olympic-size swunmmg pool to train
potential Olympic athletes,
The IRS closed National Heritage in 1983 for tax

violations, but the foundation bounced back after successfully suing '

the IRS in the U.S. Court of Claims. It now ranks 63rd on the
Philanthropy 400, a ranking of nonprofit groups compiled by *"The

Chronicle of Philanthropy" according to the amount of funds raised. -

Far from imitating the Fidelity model National Heritage claims to-

be the inventor. ’
Houk says he is not surprised that hlS foundanon has

- become a target of criticism.

A lot of the so-called outrage comes from charities that ~
are feeling the pressure of competition, which is long overdue in the

charitable sector,” he said.
Tax lawyer Bjorklund, referring to Houk's foundation,
said: “"The good news is, outfits like that are few and far between:
“The bad news is, they ruin things for everybody else."
Timies Mirror Co., parent of the Los Angeles Times, has
channeled charitable contributions through Fidelity's Charitable. '
‘Gift Fund since 1996. As of Sépt.-30, Times Mirror reported that it
had assets of $2.2 million in the fund, down from $3.1 million on .
July 1.
Stephen C. Meier, Times Mirror's vice president for
.public and government affairs, said the company uses the fund
largely to reduce its paperwork connected with charitable giving.

"He said Times Mirror also uses the fund to ensure that it receives

tax deductions for its charitable contributions during the same year
that it decides to give the money, instead of waltmg untll a recxplent
is identified.

Appeals Court Slows Dismantling of N C. Desegregation Plan P
By Sam Fulwood X1 ' o '
Los Angeles Times - C

WASHINGTON Arguing that it would require.
**Herculean" efforts to meet a judge’s order, a federal appeals court
ruled Thursday that the public school system in Charlotte- -
Mecklenburg, N.C., will not have to dismantle its landmark, race-
based school desegregation plan immediately..

The decision by the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in

Richmond, Va,, is a victory albéit temporary and limited for civic

leaders, black parents and school administrators who appealed U.S.:

District Court Judge Robert Potter's Sept. 10 order to end the use of

- injunction.

race in making student school assignments. But it is a setback®
opponents of school desegregation plans that rely on skin colo:
decide where students.should go to school. .

However, the decision does nothing to clear the
confusion about which schools Charlotte-Mecklenburg's 101,000
students will attend when classes begin next fall. In trying to’
comply with Potter's decision, even as they filed an appeal against
it, school officials agreed last week on a new pupil assignment plan
that did not consider the race of students.

' Under that plan, some 32,000 to 35,000 students would
be reassigned to new schools. Most of the reassigned students
would attend one of the system'’s 138 schools closest to their homes.
Since most people in Charlotte and surroundmg Mecklenburg

. County live in racially segregated communities, the city-county

school system essentially would have been resegregated by race if
that plan took effect.

**Everything is on hold now, sald Nora Carr, assistant
superintendent for public information at the Charlotte-Mecklenburg
schools. ""Nothing is certain and won't be until after a special
meeting next Tuesday to review the (appeal court) ruling.”

In his Sept. 10 order, Potter said that the school system

" “had done all it could to desegregate and was no longer bound by a

1969 court order that made the North Carolina school district the

‘nation's first to use busing to end school segregatlon Since then

Charlotte-Mecklenburg officials have embraced one form or .
another of race-based plans to maintain a roughly 60-40 ratio of
white-to-black students in each of its schools.

". Legal experts and educators from across the nation have
monitored the Charlotte case, largely because it was the first upheld

by the U.S. Supreme Court to force reluctant school systems to
~ desegregate.

Black parents and civic leaders in Charlotte were upset
by Potter's decision, which stemmed from a lawsuit brought by
seven white parents who wanted an end to the use of race in student
assignment plans. Potter, who was appointed to the bench by
President Reagan and opposed the original court order to
desegregate Charlotte's schools, ruled in favor of the seven
plaintiffs. He allowed the existing school term to proceed without
changes but demanded that the school board meet his ruling in tlme
for the 2000-01 school year.

By overruling Potter's order for an immediate end to
race-based pupil assignments, a three-member panel of the federal
appeals court said that forcing the schools to make the abrupt
changes would be harmful to students and too stressful to the
commumty

' “"With the start of the 2000-01 school year just a few
months away, the task of reassigning approximately 50,000
students would be nothing less than Herculean," the judges wrote,
adding that the disruptions ""would lxkely mean a neglect of
individual student needs."

The appeal coun ruling does not negate Potter's decision
but blocks it pending the court's review of the merits of the white
parents’ case. The order does not set a date for the end of its stay
against Potter's decision. School officials asked for a two-year
delay, until a reassignment plan could be drawn up for the 2001-02
school term. Black parents and others, who filed a separate appeal
against Potter's ruling, asked the appeal courts for a permanent

Is Hollywood Pulling Punches?
By Amy Wallace '
Los Angeles Times -
"HOLLYWOOD In-early drafts, the script of “"Big
Momma's House," an action-comedy starring Martin Lawrence that
starts shooting next month, began with a violent motorcycle chase
that left the streets of San Francisco strewn with bullet-riddled
bodies. But thanks in part to the public outcry about violence in
Hollywood after spring's massacre at Colorado's Columbine High
School, that scene now excised from the script will never be

- filmed.

"I'd be lying if I said it didn't inﬂuence us,’ " said
producer David Friendly, who is making the film about an FBI
agent who poses as a Southern grandmother to catch an escaped
killer for 20th Century Fox. **We talked about it, post-Columbine,
and decided the scene was inappropriate to the movie and

inappropriate for the time. We said, “This movie doesn't need it, we -



ly and 1,000 feet vertically. The mcreased separanon has

F:cago or Washington  the FAA wouldn't just be bringing in
*chnicians,” Warren said. “They'd bring in new equipment. .
overnight."

‘ The FAA could remedy the problem by spending $8
million to $10 million on a new radar system, he said. -

~The aixport handles about 100,000 takeoffs and 1andings
* each year, transporting about 1.3 million passengers.

Oversight of Donations Falls Into a Gray Area
By Mary Williams Walsh :
Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON Before Frdellty Investment's
Charitable Gifts Fund, so-called community foundations already
acted as pipelines between donors and their favorite causes. But
they maintained staffs of grant officers charged with evaluating
nonprofit community groups and sharing their findings with
. wealthy donors.

I can think of 10 or 12 times in the last 12 months
when we rejected a donor's recommendation,” usually because the
project didn't meet legal requirements or was known to be
mismanaged, says Allan Parachini, spokesman for the California
Community Foundation, a large fund in Los Angeles. }

Fidelity and its commercial cousins, by contrast, have no

grant officers of their own: no one to second-guess an account
holder for buying parquet floors for the art museum instead of -
building a Little League field: They typically allow nearly all
requested contributions by their account holders, as long as the
recipient is based within the United Statés and is one of the -
approximately 600,000 charities registered with'the. IRS.

Tax policymakers in Washington have been trying to
determine whether new laws are needed to codify the operations of
" the commercial hybrids. Observers say issues on the table include
the allowable size of tax deductions, the rate at which the hybrids

pay out their assets and the lack of full drsclosure of who is giving .

~ what to whom.

Facing such a threat, Fidelity retamed former IRS
Commissioner Fred Goldberg last year to draw up a set of
voluntary guidelines. Gifts to charities in foreign countries are no
longer allowéd in addition.to being too hard to monitor, they raise
questions about sending U.S. tax-exempt money overseas.

Neither can Fidelity's account-holders use tax-exempt
funds to buy objects at silent auctions any more. '

‘ And to avoid the appearance of amassing tax-exempt
money, Fidelity has promised to pay out at least 5 percent of its
assets each year. In practice, it has been paying out much more than
that. - B o
) And Cynthia Egan, president of the Gift Fund, says that
_.even without a staff of full-time grant officers, Fidelity is now :
- rejecting some donor advice on deserving projects. .
Though tax lawyers say this still leaves an oversized
legal gray zone, other household-name financial-services firms
have written similar voluntary codes, and their chantable funds,
like F 1de1xty s, are wmnmg IRS approval

Mlxmg Mutual Funds and Phllanthropy Ralses Questloras
- By Mary Williams Walsh -
Los Angeles Times .

WASHINGTON In an age when prlvate enterprase is
venturing into such traditionally public arenas as education and
prison management, ph:lanthropy has become the latest’ act1v1ty to
lure profit-makers.

Fidelity Investment's Charitable Gifts Fund a hybrld that
is part mutual fund, part foundation is suddenly the hottest player
in the good-works business. Last year it was America's largest
grant-making charity. It raised more money during the 12 months
ending in June than the American Cancer Society, the American = -

Red Cross'and Harvard University more than anyone except the - -

Salvation Army and the YMCA.

""And we are very rapidly gaining ground on those .
orgamzatrons as well," Charitable Gift Fund presrdent Cynthla Egan
says. . .

some delays, said Jeri Riddle, the city's director of aviation. f
If this were a major metropolrtan area Los Angelesor -

e»hantable Gift Fund works simply enough:

. Indrvrduols make tax-deductlble contributions to the fund and

earnings accumulate tax-free. Donors can bestow the money at any
time on any of the 600 000 tax-exempt orgamzatlons recognized by
the IRS.

Donors benefit by getting a tax exemption before they
have figured out what causes they want to support. Fidelity benefits

- by charging a fee for the money it manages in the Charitable Gift

Fund. And thousands of charities beneﬁt by gettmg grants through
Fidelity.

But critics say these practrces push the margins of the tax
laws and potentially-open new avenues of abuse. Will donors find
ways to make their tax-deductible contributions help themselves, as
well as the charities to which they give, thus deprlvmg the
government of tax revenue?

.What's to stop holders of charitable accounts, ¢ritics ask,
from using their tax-exempt funds to buy luxury goods at a fund-

¢

- raising auction run by a tax-exempt orgamzatron such as a private

school? Or to pay their grandchildren's college tuition? Fidelity
officials say they have in-house safeguards against such abuse;
outsrde critics question whether they are enough.

' The existing laws on tax-exempt gifts were enacted in
1969 to clamp down on wealthy " philanthropists” whose self-
enriching gimmicks included setting up tax-exempt " charities,"
which they headed and from which they drew magnificent salaries.
Traditional nonprofit charities say they have been laboring
diligently ever smce to make sure their donors complied with the
law. ;

“With a {(traditional) fund, staff volunteers review all
significant donations," says Earl Taylor of the Omaha Commumty
Foundation, a noncommercial grant-making body. > There is no
evidence that Fidelity is providing ‘that oversight. Everybody s
interested in loosening up the 1969 law, but Fidelity's just gone -
ahead and ignored it."

-Fidelity's breathtaking success has prompted other
financial-services companies to create their own philanthropic

~ mutual-fund hybrids. The Vanguard Group, Merrill Lynch, PNC

Bank and-American Guaranty & Trust have started charitable
funds, and others have them in the planning stages.

"I don't think there’s going to be a major financial- -
services company or bank that isn't trying to develop a
philanthropic-services division for its clients,” says Leslie
Lenkowsky, professor of philanthropic studies and public policy at

Indiana University. *'For high-dollar clients, being able to give

them philanthropic advice may be a good marketing tool."

Fidelity isn't waiting for the rest of the industry to catch
up. It recently expanded its Web site to make performing
philanthropy as easy as clicking a mouse. It also is throwing its
considerable weight behind a revision of the tax laws in
Massachusetts, its home state, where charitable giving is not now
deductible for purposes of state income taxes.” \

 Admirers of what Fidelity is doing predict that by
combining philanthropic virtue with mass-market prowess, it will’
tap deep new wells of giving by people who might never otherwise -
have med to sponsor social change or patronize the arts.
*The success of the Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund may
be the biggest charitable-giving story of the 1990s," says Victoria
Bjorklund a New York tax attorney and authorrty on phrlanthroprc "

- law. S et

The Charitable Glft F und has received donatmns of more
than $2 billion over the last eight years from more than 20,000
account holders. That's still small potatoes compared with
conventional mutual funds, of which the largest is Fidelity's own
$92.2-billion Magellan Fund. But it's big enough to make Fidelity a
player in the foundation world, where the treasuries of the Ford and
Rockefeller foundations measured $9.8 billion and $3 3 bllhon at
the end of the last fiscal year. '

Egan, the Gift Fund's pres1dent says she feels honored"
to be leading her organization into the realm of good works. She
speaks excitedly about the countless worthy projects, large and

"small, that her organization has funded: the Sunday school

classroom that got a new coat of paint; the remote néonatal clinic

that got its first ultrasound equipment; the grandmother who is

usmg Frdellty to train her 10 grandchildren as philanthropists.
**"What mutual funds did for the stock market, opening it

- to thonsands or millions of individuals who could not have .
- participated before, we think the Charitable Gift Fund is leading the -




do too little to ensure that schools in poor dlsmcts receive adequate

.. resources and attention.

““We've got to do more 1o lower class size in the early grades
-especially for our poorest children, especially for our.minority
children, especially for all these children whose first language is not
even English,” Clinton said. - ‘

The GOP measure would add the $1.2 billion appropnated last
year for the first phase of Clinton’s teacher initiative to other funds -
for teacher training and development. States and school districts
would have greater latitude in deciding how much of the money to
use to hire additional teachers and how much to allocate for -
improving teacher qua]xﬁcatlons and woomg top educators w1th
merit pay and bonuses.

““This is the beauty of this bill we can have our cake and eat it,

t00,” said Howard P. “Buck” McKeon R-Calif,, architect of the-
" measure.

McKeon said that his goal is to ensure that the federal money
actually helps children learn. He and other lawmakers used
California’s experience in reducing class size as an example of how
merely shrinking the student-teacher ratio does not guarantee better
education for students.

*‘Reducing the class size won't make one bit of difference if you
dont have quality téachers,” said Rep. Bill Goodling, R-Pa.,
chairman of the House Coramittee on Education and the Workforce.

To receive the funds under the GOP proposal which would have
to pass the Senate before it could go to the White House states .
would have to demonstrate that all teachers are fully quahﬁed by -
the end of 2003 and that they are reducing the learning gaps
between low-income and middle-class students and ethnic minority
-and white students.

- Rep. Matthew G. Martinez, D- Cahf offered an alternative that
would have targeted more money toward schools in poor.
communities and preserved the Clinton initiative but that measure-

“ failed, 217-207.

-Reminding his Republican colleagues that they voted w1th
Democrats to approve Clinton’s plan to hire 100,000 teachers last
fall, Mamnez said that the current measure “reneges on that
promise.” . :

Coalition Urges Hollywood to Make Kid- Frlendly
Entertainment ..

By Richard Slmon and Amy Wallace

Los Angeles Times -

WASHINGTON A broad coalmon of promment Americans
from former Presidents Ford and Carter to celebrities such as
entertainer Steve'Allen will launch a new initiative Wednesday
urging parents to step up the pressure on Hollywood to adopt a
voluntary code of conduct for entertainment aimed at children.

The *“‘Appeal to Hollywood™ which urges parents to call, write
~ and send e mail messages to industry executives is the latest effort
in the wake of a spate of school shootings to reduce what the
initiative describes as the *‘increasingly toxic popular culture” in
television, movies, music.and video games and on the Internet.

*“This is not an attack on Hollywood,” Sen. Joseph I. Lieberman,
D-Conn., an organizer of the campaign, said Tuesday. “‘This is an
appeal to Hollywood to join us in a broad national effort to reduce
the avalanche of messages that our kids receive about violence and
sex.’

Congress already is moving toward approving an ant-i-trust .
exemption to permitindustry executives to collaborate on a
voluntary “‘code of conduct,”and President Clintor has launched a
federal inquiry into the industry’s marketing to children. But this

new effort urges parents to take their concerns directly to :
Hollywood. o

The strongly worded appeal, which alleges a direct link between
violent entertainment and récent *‘killing sprees” by teen-agers, -
urges “‘those who are reaping great profits to give something back.”

It asks entertainment industry executives to set minimum °
standards for explicit material in each medium, to pledge to an-
overall reduction in the level of entertainment violence and to ban -
all marketing of adult-oriented entertainment to.youngsters.

The appeal also calls for more family-oriented entertainment and
the revival of “‘safe havens” for family programming on television.

Carole Shields, president of the liberal group, People for the

American Way, co-founded by producer Norman Lear, said that the ‘

proposal for a code of conduct is too simplistic.

““It clearly assumes that the mdustry is the problem and they can .’

fix it,” Shields said. *‘It’s sort of they're gmlty until proven
innocent.”

. "Censorshlp, said: **This is an old-fashioned moraig
" like the frothing at the mouth about comic books in¥

" Joan Bemn executive director of the Natlonax | ‘

- But supporters of the code said that they are not adve
censorship.

Lieberman said that mdustry executives have told him,
we don' really want to put this stuff on the air, but once our
competitors start doing it and they begin to cut into our market v
share, we have no choice.’ We started to talk about codes of conduct
as a way for all the competitors to draw some lines around the
industry in which they will compete.”
Joining Lieberman in the campaign are William J. Bennett, co- .
founder of the Washington-based conservative think tank, Empower
America, and Sens. Sam Brcwnback R-Kan., and John McCain, R-
Ariz. :
All four signed a letter sem out to industry executives Tuesday
asking that they ‘‘step up (to) the plate and shoulder (their)

’ respon31b111t1es for the safety ‘of our ch1 dren and the moral health of

our culture.”

The.appeal has been endorsed by more than 50 po iticians,
academics and business and religious leaders. Retired Generals
Colin L. Powell and Norman Schwarzkopf and former New York’
Gov. Mario Cuomo are among its signers. -

The appeal is written in the form of a petition that w1ll be posted
on the Internet (at www.media-appeal.org) for anyone to sign.

Notably absent are any of the entertainment industry’s top brass.
In fact, only six of those listed have any link to Hollywood at all

- and only four of those are recognizable names: Allen and fellow

entertainers Naomi Judd; Carol Lawrence and Joan Van Ark.

"‘Dollar Bill’ Bradley Now Rakes in $1000 Bills

By Marc Lacey and Mark Z. Barabak .
Los Angeles Times'

WASHINGTON Carl Schweser has joined a growing nurnber of
Democrats voting with their checkbooks in the 2000 presidential
campaign and theye sending an unsettling message to Vice
President Al Gore. ’ _

““I guess Bill Bradley has caught my eye as a guy who gets things
done,” said Schweser, a University of Iowa business professor who
made his first-ever campaign contribution, $1,000, after hearing the
former senator from New Jersey speak at a neighbor’s house. '

‘‘He’s certainly not flashy,” Schweser added approvingly. “‘I'm 6-
foot-5 myself, and his shirttails hang out just like mine.”

Millions of dollars from first-time donors such as Schweser and
bushels of bucks from Wall Street have combined to build an
impressive bankroll for Bradley’s upstart campaign, positioning him
for a stronger-than-expected challenge to the vice president.

Anti-Clinton sentiments have certainly helped. Susan Barton, a

‘Palo Alto, Calif., lawyer, and her husband each gave Bradley

$1,000. *I think he bears some taint of the present administration,”
Barton said of Gore, ‘‘and he’s a total yawn for me.”

~But a closer look at how Bradley raised his $11.7 million in the
first half of the year compared with Gore’s $19.5 million shows the
challenger has also been surprisingly successful at forging a
financial constituency beyond just the disillusioned and disaffected.

Interviews and analyses suggest many Bradley backers are not

necessarily anti-Gore. Rather, they are attracted to Bradley’s low-
key, cerebral nature or his celebrity as a former basketball star for
Princeton University and the New York Knicks. A check of

' Bradley s 15,469 largest donors found that fewer than 200 gave

money to the Clinton-Gore ticket ini 1996. °

" At thé same time, despite his upstart image, Bradley’s fund -raising
base is hardly dominated by everyday Joes scraping together a few
dollars to help. In fact, the 3605 average contribution to Bradley

“wag more than five times the average for Gore (§114) and even

more than the average for well-funded Texas Gov. George W. Bush
($467). ) '

An analysis conducted for the Los Angeles Times and CNN by =
the nonpartisan Campaign Study Group found that lawyers and
financiers are the most common job categories among Bradley’s
19,000 contributors. Many, donors come from powerhouse Wall
Street firms.

His biggest backers, accordmg to filings from January through
June, were employees and their nonworking relatives at Lehman
Bros. ($79,750); Goldman, Sachs & Co. ($71,500); Salomon Smith
Barney ($64,150); Merrill Lynch & Co ($63 ,000); and Morgan

- Stanley Group ($57,750).

A good deal of Bradley’s success grows out of his senatorial days,
* when he put together a fund-raising base that regularly took him to
"New York, Los Angeles, Chicago and other major financial centers.
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" and Pakistan, to sign and ratify.

‘J FK’s Memory Invoked in Push for Global Nuclear Test Ban
" By Tyler Marshall

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON: President C intdn and several key senators on
Tuesday launched a concerted campaign to ratify a global treaty | * .
banning nuclear tests, invoking the legacy of John E. Kennedy, one
of the initial supporters of such an international pact.

" “*Nuclear experts affirm that we can maintain a safe and reliable

deterrent without nuclear tests,” Clinton told a small gathering in_
the White House Rose Garden. *‘The question now is whether we
will adopt, or whether we will lose a verlﬁable treaty that will bar

other nations from testing nuclear weapons.”

At a news conference in the Capitol later in the day, Sen Joseph

.. R.Biden Jr. of Delaware, the.ranking Democrat on the Senate

Foreign Relations Committee, condemned efforts by a small group

* of Senate Republican leaders to block a full floor debate on the
.treaty. He called the action ‘‘counterintuitive, irresponsible and
-against the wishes of the American people and the willing of a

majority of U.S. senators.
~ ““It is stupid,” Biden concluded.
In his brief White House remarks, Clinton made three direct

 references to the former president, including Kennedy's ‘
- commitment to arms control. Senate Minority Leader Tom Daschie,

D-8.D,, also quoted Kennedy’s 1961 plea for a test ban treaty.

Both White House officials and senators participating in the news
conference denied any attempt to capitalize on the wave of public
sympathy in wake of the Kennedy family’s latest tragedy, the fatal

- crash last weekend of a small plane piloted by John F. Kennedy Jr.

But arms control specialists who have worked for months to secure

.a high-profile commitment for early ratification admitted that'the

Kennedy connection likely would help them. Kennedy negotiated a
treaty banning atmospheric nuclear testing with Soviet Premler
Nikita Khrushchev in 1963. '
Although listed a$ a major White House priority at the start of the '
year, efforts to win ratification of the test ban treaty have been
persistently sidelined by other developments, including the war
against’ Yuooslavm ‘Some arms control specialists believed Clinton
had dec1ded against giving his personal backing to the ratification

" push a development that likely would have doomed -any: chance of

Senate approval.
The United States was one of the original sponsors of the 1996

- Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty, and Clinton was the first world

leader to sign the ban. However, resistance from conservative
Senate Republicans, including powerful Foreign Relations
Committee Chairman Jesse Helms, R-N.C., has blocked ratification.
Helms has refused to open commiittee hearings on the accord until
the White House submits two other treaties to the Senate first the

" Kyoto Protocol that limits greenhouse gas emissions, and

modifications to another treaty linked to deployment ofa natlonal
missile defense system. +

Senate Majority leader Trent Lott R-Miss., could maneuver tbe
treaty around Helms’ committee and take it directly to the Senate
floor for debate, but.so far has refused to do so.”

Senate action is considered extremely important, even though
only 18 of the 44 nations designated as nuclear-capable states have
so far ratified: Arms control specialists are convinced ratification by

. the United States would quickly bring many of the remaining

countries on board, including nuclear giants Russia and China. It
also might convince the newest members of the nuclear club, India
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House Clashes With Clinton Over Educatlon Spendmg

By Elizabéth Shogren

Los Angeles Times
WASHINGTON The House on Tuesday approved a measure that °
would allow school districts to choose how to spend their part of $2
billion in federal education funds on reducing class size or -
improving teacher quality. ‘ E
Despite heavy lobbying by the White House, 24 Democrats broke
ranks to join Republicans in backing the measure, after a major
debate over whether it is more important to decrease the student-

* “teacher ratio or boost the quality of teachers in the classroom. Four

Republican lawmakers voted against it.

- The 239-185 vote was a blow to President Clinton’s proposal to

add 100,000 teachers to the nation’s classrooms within seven years

_to reduce class size.

The president vowed Tuesday to veto the measure 1f it reaches his

- desk, arguing that it would ‘‘kill” his initiative by not guaranteeing

“‘one red cent” specifically for reducing class size and that it would
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p-tollowing year, the Truman administration
retly tried to persuade the young Dalai Lama to' -
wve Tibet for exile, hoping that he could serve as a
“catalyst for political opposition to China's new
Communist regime. The CIA offered to provide him
financial support as part of the deal. ‘

At the time, the Tibetan leader decidéd instead to stay
in his homeland and try to work out an accommodation -
with Beijing.. But eight years later, he hutriedly left for
India amid an unsuccessful leetan revolt agamst
Chma

"*The Tibetans came up with figures (in 1951) for
how much money was needed to sustain himand a .
government” in exile, Knaus explained in an interview.

“In 1959, his flight into exile wasn't voluntary, but we -

(the CIA) lived up to that commitment.” Knaus found

that the CIA's subsidies to the Dalai Lama lasted, at an

unspecified level, until 1974. ~

For years, it has been assumed that the CIA pul.led
the plug on the Tibetan operation as-a result of
President Nixon's opening to China. Many Tibetan .
exiles still believe that Nixon and Henry A. Kissinger
worked out a deal with the Chinese on Tibet.

However, after several years of research, Knaus says .
he could find no evidence of such a deal. And he writes
that by 1969, *“the decision had already been made to
abandon Mustang (the headquarters in Nepal for the
Tibetan guerrillas) for operational and not geopolitical
reasons.” CIA officials decided the Txbetan guemllas
couldn't do what they had hoped. -+~

In other words, after underestimating China's resolve ;

the CIA gave up. But along the way, CIA officials
seem to have misled the Tibetans into thinking they
had American support for the estabhshment of an
‘ mdependent Tibet.
“The Americins who negotmted (Wlth the Dalai

Lama's brother) in 1956 probably did make promises to :

back Tibetan independence promises that were never
honored,"” Knaus concluded. *"The negotiators were for
the most part operations officers who may well have

~ been swept up in the optimism of their own plans; not -

" legal experts schooled in the differences among
independence, dutonomy and self-determination.”

By Knaus' account, the American officials who
supported the Tibetans were motivated by idealism in
the spirit of Woodrow Wilson

much as is the American support for Kosovo today., -
And yet Knaus confesses in the end to his sense of
“guilt ... over our participation in these efforts, which
cost others their lives, but which were the prime
adventure of our own." -

The Tibetan sagaisa caunonary tale, worth
remembering now as Americans watch the Kosovars
returning to their homes. When the United States
ambitiously intervenes overseas to help stop repression,
its best intentions sometimes go awry. And when that -
happens, America leaves behind orphans like those
from Tibet.

Why Does Hollywood Submlt to Washmgton s
Rebukes?

By Brian Lowry

Los Angeles Times

HOLLYWOOD Hollywood has an unagc of bemg
tough as nails, populated by calculating executives and
driven performers who would happily sell out their -
mothers to be associated with that next ratings winner
or box-office hit. - :

" Yet when it comes to their counterparts in =~ -
Washington, D.C., these same industry heavyweights
are frequently exposed as a bunch of mazshrﬁaﬂows, an
overpaid collection of wimps.

Never has this been more glaring than in the
entertainment industry’s fascination with President
Clinton, who has an uncanny ability to render jaded
show-business types positively star-struck:-No matter -

- how much ridicule and criticism he deigns to heap
upon them something he has done, at well-timed
intervals, throughout his presidency Hollywood

luminaries line up to beg for more, usually paying. for

- the privilege with bloated checks.

Television has frequently found itself at the center of
this maelstrom. Paul Simon, then a Democratic senator

. from Illinois, brought the issue of TV violence to the -

fore in 1993, and Clinton famously summoned industry
leaders to Washington three years later to adopta
“*voluntary" system'to rate programming for content

an event viewed by many executives, then and now, as

- an election-year photo opportunity for the president,

undercutting Republican challenger Bob Dole's
accusation that Hollywood spewed forth *"nightmares
of depravity."

* Then only a month ago, entertainment moguls and
stars turned out for a Clinton fund-raiser in Beverly

"Hills, Calif., only to be chastised for the media's role in

our violent society, a charge renewed on both sides of
the political aisle since the school shootings in

B Littleton, Colo. Shortly afier that gathering, Clinton

urged the Federal Trade Commission and Justice

-, Department to launch an investigation into the

marketing practices of the film, recording and video

- game industries, a move that left mdusu'y ofﬁcxals
- feeling blindsided.

Of course, this is nothing new. San Franmsco Mayor

" - Willie Brown was once asked by Politically ‘
Incorrect” host Bill Maher how he could take money - -
" from lobbyists and promiptly vote against them. Brown

drew hig laughs by replying that the best part of

. politics was being able to take people s money and do

precisely that.

What remains fascinating is that entemnnment
figures appear so willing to silently endure this derision
from Washington's political class, one of the few . -
groups with a worse image than their own in terms of

. values and morality. Indeed, there's far more sex than
. violence in the new crop of TV series planned for next
. - ‘season, though Clinton seems less likely to weigh in on -
- that specific point, no doubt aware of the guffaws that

would follow.

This is not to say. that some of those who run the film

and television business don't legitimately see wisdom
in cleaning up their houses, as the president has asked

~them to do, not just for their own benefit but for the -

possible good of the country: :
In their heart of hearts, however, most of these
people many of whom grew up watching violent TV

+ shows and movies without shooting up their s¢hools

truly believe that televised violence rates low on the list

.of factors contributing to societal violence, far behind |

such issues as access to guns, poverty, out-of-wedlock
births, drug abuse, dissolution of nuclear families and

" more participatory forms of violent entertainment,
- especially video games.

Motion Picture Association of America chief Jack
Valenti articulated this view at the president's first TV
summit, talking about the need for a moral renaissance
in reaching out to at-risk and alienated kids.

~ "Absent that kind of moral regeneration, in the home '
and in the family and in the school and in the church,” = ~

Valenti said in his trademark drawl, ' frankly, no

' ratings system, however purposeful, no V-chip or

electronic device and no-governmental:law is going to

. salvage that child's conduct or locate his lost moral

core." <
Moreover, television executives have for years fallen

" back on the concept that Americans get, and consume,

the television they want. Programmers conduct their -

‘own opinion polls daily based on how many people
. tune in, and a lot of somebodies out there are casting |
“their ballots for wrestling and **Jerry Springer.” As for
those viewers who strongly object to a program for any .

reason, they have never before had more channels to
which they can escape:

Despite their past chants of this free-market mantra,
entertainment officials continue to take actions and
make announcements on their face designed to curry
favor with the White House. The most brazen may
have been CBS' contention that *'Falcone," its

" prototype for a dramatic series based on the movie . -

“"Donnie Brasco," didn't land a spot on the network’s
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pnme -time fall lmeup because of concems about 4 "-g-": .

violence related to its Maﬁa—related theme .
This was widely accepted as an epiphany, whrch

- would truly be remarkable considering that CBS .-
' apparently feels no such compunctions’ about arrmg the

,‘ : .'actron-packed martial arts shows Walker Texas

" .. Ranger" and “Martial Law" every week - or, for that
- matter, about scoring big ratings with the 1997 Mafia
1"m1msenes *The Last Don" and last year's sequel.

A cynical observer might chalk this up to posturing
or the sh1ﬁ1ng political winds, but what can't be

" overlooked is what might be called the *’currency of

fame": the fascination celebrities in one sphere-harbor

. for those in another. This cross-pollination of the
_ famous ranges from the stars who fill court-side seats

at Los Angeles Lakers games to athletes who put out '
rap albums to show-business types who yearn to rub
elbows with the president. '

© Clinton's undeniable charisma can't help but 1mpress )
- those in a business in which such mtangtble qualities

make or break careers. So though they like h1m, they

really like him, they also seem to'have forgotten that he -
_is by nature a politician, one willing to break ranks
- "with his most ardent backers when the need arises, no
_ matter how much they cozy up to him. -

Perhaps this needs to be framed in terms TV people

" can easrly understand The highly entertaining Home .
" Box Office movie " The Rat Pack" deprcted Frank
- Sinatra as being desperate to gain approval from then- ",

presidential candidate John F. Kennedy. Sinatra raises

money for Kennedy, pals around with him and calls on .
. his *“connections" to help bring out the vote for him.

Kennedy, of course, drops Sinatra as soon-as he gets

N into office. It's an old story, and from the way things

. look, Hollywood is unwrttmgly producmg yet another

sequel
e o, . vl ) . V',
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A Strategy on Land Mmes Is Needed Now

By Robert Oakley, Lori Helene Gromch and Ted ' ‘;
"Sahlin - oL
" Special to the Los Angeles Tlmes !

hl

‘Tens of thousands of land mmes w1]1 be left behmd

as Serb, forces withdraw from Kosovo,. and nobody has -
" a long-term plan for removing them. The international -

community must begin working together now to-,

today Not only do they compete for fundmg, they '
.~ ‘influence priorities aswell. Thisismota "© . = .. Y.
: -comprehensxve master plan.

"and victim assistance should be an mtegral part of any

All five components of mine action awareness;
surveymg, mapping and marking; removal; destructron

comprehensive international operation. First, all.

+ minefield information must-be given umnedlately to
_ allied leaders. Should any of the combatants have only
. incomplete or inaccurate mine records, their soldiers
' should show the entering forces just where the mines.
‘ have been placed. This will save lives. It was niot done-
"in Bosma and it exacted. a high price. Human suffenng
» remains, and economic output is st111 less than half of

what itwasin 1990. . = .. 7 :
In the initial phase.of the Kosovo peace mtemanonal

" military forces will clear mines to protect themselves -
N "and allow for the necessary freedoim of movement to
. accomphsh their mission: This mme-cleanng effort
- should also support the raptd return of refugees and the

swift resumptron of local commerce -Military'mine-

. "clearing and rmne-awareness training should be
* . supplemented by mine-awareness education for

refugees and internally displaced persons. Assuring

S adequate medical. supplies and attention for mine
casualties should be a high priority.

Once the initial phase of a Kosovo dep.loyment is .

* completed, the international protection force is likely to

*limit and then stop its mine-clearance work. Civilian .
groups must then take over. International experts often
. are'brought in to help train Jocal residents in mine
- safety and removal. Local- security forces can also be
' trained and equipped to participate. Despite the
- widespread belief that mine clearance is an integral "
 part of post-conflict peace-building, economic
. Tevitalization and sustainable development, there is no
- "agreed model for addressing or even coordmatmg these
w _ different needs and roles.

If the work in Kosovo is to be effectlve mternatronal

- planners must develop a comprehensive strategy now.
. Otherwise, the ﬁghtmg may cease, but the casualties .~

"°_~w111goon

develop an integrated approach or prospects for peace aE

» and economic recovery in Kosovo will be thwarted.
Knowledge about the relatlonshrp between land mine *. ¢

. -effective treatments. Imagine that this treatable disease-
+ . “costs society $110 billion a year. Can you imagine not -
. “"using the treatments? It seems unfathomable, but that

problems, peace séttlements and rebuilding shattered .

, commuinities is scarce. Operation Provide Comfort in

" Iraq and the stabilization of affairs in Bosnia are -

experiences that can help shape effective planning for
Kosovo. In northern Irag, there were récognizable
phases to-the refugee: operation: First, the military
entered and secured the area. Mines were removed *
from refugee reception zones and core transportation

‘Toutes. Then, international relief orgamzatlons came’.’ '

forward and restarted their local operations. ... .
' But the next step ‘taking these mines out of the

"' ground did not take place: Despite the valuable mine .
" -location information provided by area residents and -
..Some international relief workers,’ land mines were

treated as an acceptable, if pernicious, danger to the-

local residents and mternatlonal aid workers in

". Kosovo.

_ Treating Drug Addicts Is Too Valuable to Socrety to ‘

Ignore ) _ ; .
By Alan I Leshner e o

* Special to the Los Angelés Times -

Imagine a debilitating disease for which there are |

- . often is ‘the case with the treatment of drug addiction..

Addicts are frequently denied treatment that would

not only improve their lives, but also would improve
.our own lives by cutting crime, reducing disease and
unprovmg the product1v1ty of employees and the . -

" economy.

" People are polanzed on the i issue of treatment They
_ are either strong advocates for treating-addiction or
* they hate the idea. People debate with passion whether,
.. treatment works or not, which approaches are best and :

whether treatments such-as methadone sunply

;- "substitute one addiction for another

oy

populatlon Wise planners will include the accounts of .

* Large-scale mine removal normally occurs when the .

threat of violence has receded, armed forces have -
departed, and local governance has been restored.

" . National and international organizations then work .-

with local leaders to develop long- term ard plans and-

. mine-removal programs. _
In Bosnia, soldiers and c1v1hans ahke were aware of

thé land. mine threat. Allied military forces, after

-several fatalities and traumatic injuries, made land .

mine awareness among the troops a high priority.
These troops, however, primarily removed mines when
it was necessary for-force protection. International -

-, companies, local contractors:and local forces tackled -

the larger miné problem, and they are st111 at work

. From my observation post, the core of the issue
cannot be simply whether drug treatments.are effective

~_or not, since there already is abundant scientific data -~ .-
- showing that they are. In fact, research shows that drug ..

" treatments are as, or more, effective than treatments for
“_ other chronic disorders, such as formis of hean drsease

. "; diabetes and some mental illness.

The.central issue for many people is whether addrcts o
“should be treated at all. I frequently hear people ask: -
Do they really deserve to be treated? Didn't they just do S

it to themselves? Why should we coddle people who -

- cause so much societal disruption? Shouldn't they be

punished, rather than treated? Even many people who
recognize add1ct10n as a disease still get hung up on

' ? whether it is a *‘no-fault" iilness.

Science has brought us to a point where we should no

: “longer focus the drug treatment question simply on = .
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Clinton Orders Study on Sellmg of Violence

By JOHN M. BRODER

. WASHINGTON, June 1l ~ In an-
other actioh'inspired by the killings
at a Colorade high school in April,
two Federal agencies will undertake
an investigation of the marketing of
mayhem in movies, music and video
games aimed at children.
President Clinton announced to-
day that he had asked the Justice

Department and the Federal Trade. -

Commission .to study whether the
entertainment industry is violating
its own voluntary codes by luring

children to watch violent films listen -
to explicit musi¢, and play murder- i
+ ble link between stylized violence in

ous wdeo gaines.

At a Rose Garden ceremony this
morning, Mr. Clinton cited advertis-
ing in magazines for video game

-~ players that invited the readers to

““kill'your friends guilt free,” “‘get in
touch -with your gun-toting, cold-
blooded murdering side" or buy a
game that is “more fun than shoot-
ing your neighbor's cat.”

*1 know this stuff sells,” he said.
“But that doesn’t make it right.””

Today's announcement was the )

second trumpeting of a study of vio-

lence in popular culture by the Clin-
ton Administration in'a month. In

mid-May, the President directed the
Surgeon General to study the possi-

popular culture and real violence by
young people. The Surgeon General

has done two previous studies on the .

subject over the last 25 years, con-

cluding there was a correlation be- -
tween viewing violent images and

aggressive behavior.

.Federal officials said they did not
expect the current inquiries to result
in litigation or enforcement action
because violent movies and games
were not illegal products. Advertis-
ing for them is protected speech un-
der the First Amendment unless it
can be proved to be false or decep-
tive. |

The study is expected to take 12 to.
18 months and cost about $1 million,

‘White House officials said, The long
lead time will allow Vice President

Al.Gore to answer Republican accu-

sations that the Administration is

soft on Hollywood by saying that two

studies are under way and he .is

awaiting the results.

As Mr. Clinton chastised entertain-
ment leaders for offering gruesome
fare to minors, he asked their volun-
tary support in reducing the violent

. language and imagery on movie

screens, television sets and comput-
er displays.

“Don’t make young people want
what your own rating systems say

‘they shouldn’t have,” Mr. Clinton

said to a small audience of support-
ers and.a bank of television cameras.
“The time has come to show some
restraint, even if it has a short-term

impact on the bottom line.”
" The President borrowed the idea |

of asking the trade commission to
study advertising and violence from

. Senator Sam’ Brownback, Republi-

can of Kansas, who proposed the
investigation in an amendment to a
juvenile justice bill that the Senate

~approved two weeks ago. The vote on
. Mr. Brownback’s amendment was 98
‘o0,

" Mr. Clinton’s latest assault on Hol-

lywood comes just three weeks after
. he attended a $2 million political
" fund-raiser in Beverly Hills, Calif., at

which he gently chided his hosts for
mcludmg too much vxolence in their
products:

Entertainment executxves reacted
angrily to Mr. Clinton’s latest rhetor-
ical attack, accusing him of using
them as scapegoats for a deeper
societal problem.

““The music mdustry doesn’ t mar-
ket violence to children, but of course’
we’ll cooperate with the F.T.C.,”" said
Hilary Rosen, president of the Re-
cording Industry Association of
America. .“Our c¢ompanies don't
have anything to hide. And apart
from that, the President was clearly
looking for headlines-today and he
wanted to get credit for an amend-
ment that Senator Brownback had
developed, I think it's cynical, and 1

* think it'will be viewed as such.”

Another entertainment industry

"jexecutive, who asked not to be identi-

fied because he often works with the
White House, was harsher. i
“People are furious,” the execu- ;
tive 'said. “Three weeks$ ago, in a|
White House meeting we all attend- |
ed, they were talking about holding
hands and working with us. Now all
of a sudden they've taken the gloves
off and are beating us up with this

- investigation.”’

This industry off;c;al said Mr. Clin-
ton had handed Republicans in Con-
gress an easy victory by failing to

. include gun manufacturers in the

study of advertising practices.
Republicans tend to support gun-

" ownership rights — and are gener-
- ously supported by the gun lobby for

doing so.

Hollywood is largely Democratic
turf, and Mr. Clinton has generally
pulled his punches when dealing with
his reliable donor base in the enter-

tainment community.

A spokesman for the video game
manufacturers was more measured
in his remarks, saying his industry
was looking at ways 1o tone down the
advertising for its more lurid games.
The spokesman, Douglas Lowen-
stein, president of the Interactive
Digital Software Association in
Washington, said parents had the pri-

" ‘mary responsibility for policing the

_games their children buy and piay.
But Mr. Lowenstein added that

,videc game manufacturers were -

inow reviewing the rating system

. they adopted five years ago with an
- eye toward tightening the standards
and limiting advertising for the most .

violent games.

“This is no time to put our heads in
the sand,” he said.
responsibilities and it's time we
stepped up to them.”

‘“We do have -

e M
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. WAR OPTIONS

Clinton and the Jomt Chlefs

| To Dlscuss Cround Invaszon

By JANE PERLEZ
WASHINGTON June | — For the

Lo first time: sinice NATO’s air war be-.
gan 70 days ago, President Clmton is -

o, is to meet-with his, Joint Chiefs of
" Staff on Thursday, when they are to,
sdlscuss options for using ground
troops if NATO decides to invade
Kosovo, NATO and Admmlstrat:on

- officials said today. ’
Mr. Clinton is holding the session
. as the Administration and NATO are
facing: increasing time pressure to

deal with the issue of an invasion

force. To have troops numbering
~ about 150,000 in place in ‘the region by

mid-August,

them would have to be made by mxd~
" June, the officials said.’ :
; A senior Pentagon offxcial said’

. that even mid-June might be too late
. for a decision.

And the time for decxdmg is nar-

rowing as leaders focus on the diplo-
matic summit meeting on June 18 of
* the Group of Seven leadmg industrial

nations and Russia in Cologne, Ger-

many, where the Kosovo conflict is

expected to dominate the agenda be-
" tween Mrf. Clinton, and -President
. _ Boris N. Yeltsin of Russia.
The ‘White House has repeatedly.
" tried to avoid. publi¢ "discussion of
~ combat forces, fearful of public opin-
ion polls that show there is little
* _appetite for such a venture and of a
likely backlash’ .against American
casualties that wau!d mev;tably oc-
cur. ~ v
The Amencan commander of

~ Time fora deczsxon
. about Kosovo is .
growing ; short

off' czals say.

[

NATO, Gen. Wesley K. Clark, has

made little secret of his belief in the -
need for an invasion force. The Pen- -
‘tagon told him last week not to come -

- . for the- White House meeting on

Thursday, a NATO official said,
“They don’t want a vigorous pre-

sentation of what they know he will .

present and what he thinks is neces-
-sary to win,” the official said of the
Administration’s reluctance about

" an invasion force.. \
. Léaving open,the ‘threat of deploy-
" ing ‘ground troops could - increase

pressure on- President Slobodan Mi- |

. ~losevic of Yugoslavia to agree to'a
" diplomatic settiement.
- In-another effort to increase pres-
‘sure on Mr. M:losevnc the Adminis-
“tration and NATO agreed last week

. . to move more troops to Macedonia in

" preparation for a role as part of an
expanded 48,000 peacekeepmg force
_in Kosovo if a settlement is achieved.

The Washmgton meeting-is set for
the day after President Martti Ahti-
saari of Finland is to meet with Mr.

Milosevic to discuss a peace settle- .

‘ment: : ,
But with a suceessful dlplcmatlc
outcome still far from certain, NATO

! officials said the Administration has

to look at the options for an invasion
force to defeat the Yugoslav military
and clear Kosovo for the return of
more than 800, 000 -ethnic Albanian
refugees.

The meeting on. Thursday between

decisions” 'to  deploy -

Joint ¢ Cmefs of Staff Gen Henry H

Shelton; the Vice Chairman, Gen..
Joseph W, Ralston, and the heads of
the four branches of mlhtary service
would cover the gamut of rmlnary
options for Kosovo, with the invasion

- force being the newest element on

the agenda, officials said.
Since the conflict began, Mr. Clin-

- ton has often met with General Shel-

ton and General Ralston, but not with
the full complemem -of military ad-
visers. |

“The Joint Chxefs are said 10 have:
deep reservations about mounting an
invasion of Kosovo, but are not nec-
essarily opposed to the exercise of ’
planning such an operation.

Defense Secretary William S. Co-
hen and General Sheltori reflect the
Pentagon’s wariness over the ques-
tion of a ground campaign. .

-Members of the Joint Chiefs have
generally been reticent in -public
about ground troops. But Gen. Den-- |

'nis J.'Reimer, the Army’s Chief of

Staff, said last week that it was un--
certain whethér the air campaign’
would, prevail and, without specifi-
cally mentioning ground troops, said,
“my view, in general terms, is that if
you'ré going to use military force,
using the total military force avail-
able to you is the right way to go.”
The, Adm:mstratmn continues to
concentrate its efforts on the air
strikes coupled with diplomacy and
wotild like to have a diplomatic solu-

tion in place by the time of the meet-
ings in Cologne betwéen Mr. Clmton ’

and Mr. Yeltsin.
. But if Mr. Milosevic proves to be

. intractable during the meeting with

Mr. Ahtisaari and the Russian envoy,
Viktor S. Chernomyrdin, the Admin- .

" istration will, at the very least, have
“ to.consider an invasion force, . ”

And if the Cologne conference fails -
to produce a diplomatic solution, the :

_ Administration should be ready with
~ a decision on an invasion force, a
. NATO diplomat said. A decision on -
an invasion force cannot “drop from :

the sky," but has to be prepared now,
the diplomat said,

" *“In the next few days, a week
there will: bé serious discussion of
ground troops for the first time,” an -

At the Bonn meetmg ’attended by )
Mr. Cohen. and in other talks, NATO -

officials said Britain had offered
50,000 troops for an invasion force.
NATO officials said General Clark

had briefed the defense ministers of *
‘Britain, France, Germany and Italy
early last week on’how an invasion'

force would operate.

.The timetable for getting troops to .
Albania and Macedonia, the most -
-likely staging areas for an invasion
‘of Kosovo, would be dictated largely

by the onset of winter weather there- * "~

“in October. The Serbian troops would
have to be out of Kosovo by October
for there to' be any reasonable
chance for the refugees now squat-

-ting in tent cities in Macedonia and

Albania to return home.
The mounting of an invasion force

presents.a huge logistical operation -

involving decisions on. what forces

are to be used and how much is to be -’

spent on transportation by sea or air
in getting them to the theater. Deci-
sions have to be made on- which

~reserves to mobilize and what armor

and ammunition to ship.

Plans at NATO for combat: troops R
call for the soldiers to énter Kdsovo
from Macedonia and Albania, a.

NATO official said.

. "If you want to use shlps you've K

got to start moving things to ports,”

the official said, ““‘and you have to do .
it. very soon. The Administration .
knows very well the window is not

open much longer.”

troops from Kosovo.

the ethnic - Albanian refugees in
Macedonia,” the official said.

them next sprmg. too.”

Administration official said. “People -
are coming to the point of very sober- -
ing talks about ground troops. It's all -

coming to a point of convergence.”

.. in . that .context, ground troops
means a contingent of more than ..

150,000 troops, which would come
mostly from the United States, Brit-
ain and possibly France, NATO offi- -
cials said. ‘

- NATO.can mount such a force wuh

only some partners if the other mem- ,

bers do not veto the idea.

In Bonn last week, Mr. Coher dis- v

cussed the option of an invasion force”
with his colleagues from four NA'I’O
countries.

He did not advocaté an invasion.

force and did not mention the num--

ber of troops that the United States
would be willing to commit, a NATO
official said. But he laid the ground
work for a possible invasion force by
asking GeFmany to refrain from say-

- ing that it would block NATO from’

sending one, a NATO diplomat said.
Twoweeks ago, the German Chan-
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cellor, .Gerhard Schréder, declared

an’invasion by combat troops “‘un-
thinkable”’ and said his Government
would block such a-move. In the last
week, German officials have beén
less outspoken against

lomatlc solutxon

combat

Mr." Clinton, the Chairman. of the ' troops and have been pushmg a dlp'

But the official said he was not :
_confident that the White House would
agree to an invasion force. Nordidhe - .
predict that.the air campaign would -
achieve the stated objective of get- - .
ting Mr. Milosevic to withdraw hns :

“Hillary Clinton recently v:sxted -

At
this stage she will be able to visit -
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Mﬁov.ie—Rating Croup‘hls_vxF r

By BRUCE ORWALL 4
And JorN LippMan
Staff Reporters of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

fire.’

Amida gromng debate ovér a possmle
link between movies and youth vm!ence

the movxevlndustry trade group is tellmg
Hollywood to lay down its arms. As the in-
dustry tries to fend off government regula-
tion of how it markets entertainment to
kids, the Motion Picture Association of
Amierica has quietly told studios in recent

weeks that, it plans to get tougher on the
use of gun and other violent imagery in
movie advertising, including TV spots and -
previews'in theaters.

“If you're brandishing a gun in a poster
‘or a trailer or anything, it’s going -to be
looked at more intensely than it was,” says -
MPAA Chairman Jack Valenti.. “And some
“of those are going to be toned down.”

The policy shiftisn’t a legal matter, but

part of what it calls the movie industry’s
program of “voluntary self-regulation,”
which includes the assignment of ratings

the group is informing studios about the.
néew policy as they submit advernsmg ma-
tenals for review. o

The MPAA, which lobbies on behalf of
_seven major studios that fund it, approves
all advertising materials for films that are

. suibmitted to be rated.

In an interview, Mr. Valenti character-:
ized the new pohcy as one of “heightened
sérutiny.” It doesn’t add new specific pro-
hibitions to MPAA policy, which already

But some movie marketing executives
in Hollywood say they have been told by

disallow many images that show weapons
being fired, especially straight at the cam-

era. Some studio executives say that guns
heldina pomtmg position may also be off

limits. . o
The MPAA recently told Seagram Co s

Universal Pictures to delete an imageof &
. firing machine gun from a trailer for “Mys- .
. tery Men,” a comedy about ragtag super- .

héroes. Universal declined to comment.
Independent studio Trimark Pictures,

a unit of Trimark Holdings Inc, two weeks
ago submitted advertising materials fora .
home-video release of “Mr. Murder.” The ~
original ad, featuring a pointed gun, was
rejected. When Trimark resubmitted it -
substituting a knife for the gun, it was a}_r
proved.

Artisan Entertainment Inc. Presxdem

" Amir Malin says it isn't just gun violence :

Please Turn to Page B4, Column 8

5

to films. While it hasn't issued a directive,

bans ads from showmg scenes with -
- weapons held toa person s head.

the MPAA that the group will specifically

i Continued From Page Bl
getting fresh attention. In a trailer toutmg
_ Artisan’s coining Steven Soderbergh film

I

Memo to movie advertisers: Hold your ! “The Limey,” the MPAA recently vetoed

an image of someone being thrown off a
1 balcony. “That hasn’t happened before,”
: he says, adding that much worse violence
~appears on TV cop shows.
! Mr. Malin adds ‘that the studio had

.: been warned that intensified scrutiny

' was coming. “After Columbine, we did
get a call from the MPAA saying they
“would be tougher on the 1ssue of vio-
lence,” he says. ) :

The MPAA’s edict is Hollywood (3
strongest response yet to the political pres-
sure in the wake of the recent Columbine
High School massacre in Littleton, Cole. In
recent weeks, President Clinton has or-
- dered a government investigation on the
' marketing of violent entertainment to chil-

, dren, which may result in studio market-
" ing records being subpoenaed.

Also, House Judiciary Committee
Chairman Henry Hyde has introduced leg-

_ islation that would ocutlaw the sale of ob-

scenely violent movies, video games and-

books to children. Movie-theater gwners

have agreed to begin checking IDs of
teenagers Irying to buy tickets to R-rated
movies.

Mr. Valenti says the industry isn't
¢ flinching under pressure. Rather, he says,
+ the group is trying to be a responsive par-

. ticipant in the national debate on youth vi-

olence. “Trying to lessen the reliance on
. guns in advertising if we possibly canis a

{ small way of trying to be part of this move-
ment,” he says

, Mr. Valenti adds: “Suppose I told you
that yesterday the speed limit on .95 was
75 and tomorrow it says 55. We changed the
speed limit, that's all. ~

Guns and gunfire have been staples of
movie advertising for years. Perhaps the
most vivid recent examples were the
ammo-heavy previews for “The Matrix,”
the science-fiction thriller starring Keanu
Reeves that was released in April by Time

_Warner Inc.’s Warner Bros. unit. One “Ma-
trix"” preview climaxed with Mr. Reeves, a
gun in each fist, firing rounds straight into
the camera. Another showed slow-motion
shoot-outs and mc!uded theline “Guns. We

" need lots of guns.”

Both previews were “preceded by a

. stamp of approval that reads: “The follow-

ing preview has been approved for all audi-

" ences by the Motion Plcture Association of

-America.”

 “The Matrix" isn't alone in featurmg
gunplay. The poster for “Payback,”
leased last winter by Viacom Inc.'s Para-

re-.

" for ratmg, the organization insists oh 33
proving all the film’s ad materials. { o stu-
. dio were to air a rejected TV spot ¢v¢s the
. MPAA’s objection, Mr. Valenti says the
group would revoke the movie's ratinyg.
He concedes the new policy will requir

i some adjustments. “If I were a marketmg

guy I'd be screaming my head off,” he
says. But the rating system is designed for -

. parents, not directors, film marketers or

studio executives, he says. And with cur-
rent concerns about movie violence, he
says, Hollywood can’t be unresponsive.

o e

But the new crackdown is causing

‘'some confusion for movie marketers.

Some studios have been told to edit v
spots that contain imagery in preview

- traiters that the MPAA cleared before the

Columbine tragedy. DreamWerks SKG, -
for instance, was ordered to cut a se-

quence, which been appmved for the
i trailer of “The Haunting,” from a TV
commercial for the thriller, The studio de-

! clined to comment, but the scene at issue
" showed spikes dropping from a ceiling
- onto actress Lili Taylor.

o

ok
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mount Pictures, featured star Mel Gibson -

pointing a gun into the camera. The

movie's preview also shows Mr. Gibson fir- -

ing straight at the viewer. Even advertise-
ments for more serious fare, such as
Steven Spielberg’s "Saving Private Ryan,”
showed men pointing guns.

" The MPAA’s rating system is volun-
tary, and nonmember studios can take
their films to the marketplace without be-
ing rated. But studics feel bound to sub-

mit their films for rating because theater -

.operators usua]ly wont accept unrated

movies.
Once a film is submmed to the MPAA
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" nation, the 35-year-
" .old litigator worked

© government's eco-

" knew the industry.
‘Then he steered Mr, Fisher mto state: ¢

A Strategy Shlft
Helps Mlcrosoft
Score m Court -

By J OHN R WILKE"
_..Staff Reporter oj THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

WASHINGTON—As Microsoft - Corp.’s

’.v

antltmst trial enters its final weeks, it looks-

like. the software company is aiming at a

more modest goal than outright victory: Get .,
in position for a possible settlement, or limit:-
penalties if—as seems increasingly hkely» :

the judge rules against Microsoft. e

.Microsoft's lawyers are also ‘proving ’

".more effective in the courtroom. In the
- first phase of the trial, which ended in
" February, they looked like the gang that

.couldn’t shoot straight. They endured a-

series of courtroom setbacks as David
Boies, the government’s lead trial coun-
sel, grabbed the spotiight and  pressed jil-
prepared Microsoft w1tnesses mto re
peated concessions.

But Microsoft’s lawyers returned fromﬂ

the break with guns blazing, thanks
" largely to Michael
Lacovara, a young
-partner in the Wall
Street firm of Sulli-
.. van & Cromwell. In
three days of pol-
ished ‘and relent-
“ less  cross-exami-

to raise ‘doubts
about how well the

nomic
. Franklin -

witness,
Fisher,

. Continued From Page B!
» dowith Microsoft’s illegal acts up to now,
" he said, or its continuing dominance of
.desktop software.

The future, however, will be very much
on-the. mind of Judge Thomas Penfield
-Jackson if he rules that Microsoft is a mo-
- nopoly and begins to weigh how it might be
restrained. Indeed after Mr. Lacovars in-

troduced the docuinents, the judge said .
that “the existence of these.documents -
- does call into question the accuracy of [Mr,

Fisher’s] forecast for the future.”
Microsoft’s choice of witnesses for the
tebuttal phaseof the trial also signals a new
focus. Today, it will call as a hostile witness
David Colburn, a flamboyant AOL execu-
tive who testified earlier in the trial, to talk
about the scope of AQL’s competition with
Microsoft and its Internet plans. Mr. Col-

. burn will be followed by Gordon Eubanks, a

" Symantec Inc., testifying on “the raprd pace .
'of change In the software business.”

Silicon Valley veteran and former chief of

- These witnesses know almost nommg
about specific claims of predatory practices

made by the government during the.trial. *
- 8o they won’t help much against the gov-

- ernment’s charge that Microsoft. misused
*- its monopoly power.

Michael Lacovara . °

ments. about the future of teéchnology

that appeared .designed .to make' the
Judge reluctant to interfere in such a. dy~
namic industry, -

* Microsoft’s emerging strategy is bmit
upon the argumem that the traditional

software industry is rapidly being over- .; o

shadowed by the Internet, where powerful

" rivals, especially America Online Inc., of- -
_ {er a counterweight to Microsoft's alleged :
. monopoly on the desktop.

-

Mr. Lacovara was armed with new evx- o

. dence gleaned from confidential .merger T .

files of AOL, Goldman, Sachs & -Co.,

Netscape Communications Corp.—bought - .

by AOL for $18 billion in the midst of the '
trial—and AOL partner Sun Microsystems *

Inc., a fierce Microsoft rival. He used'it-to * *

raise questions about earlier testimony-by -
Netscape’s chief executive and portray the .

alliance ds a potent new force planmng to -,
" take on Microsoft. :

Confronted with thése documents Mr.

- Fisher, a professor at the Massachusetts .

Institute of Technology, conceded Mi-

crosoft’s monopoly power may be. re-

strained in the future by the Internet and’
the AOL alliance. But that has nothmg to.

Piease Tum to Page Bf; Column 5 o
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Microsoft also plans to make 1ts case on

- Capitol Hill this week. The company’has
" become a major contributor to the Republi-

can Party, and its billionaire chairman,

- Bill Gates, will testify before the Joint Eco-

nomic Committee. He is expected to face

+ only friendly questioning~schooichildren
.. 'will be able to ask gquestions via satellite
. hookup—and, later, to meet privately with
¢ congressional leaders to argue against fed-
.- eral meddling in fast-moving, high-tech
. marKets, such as Microsoft's.
- - . Despite its strong start with Mr. Laco-
" vara, Microsoft may have lost ground with
damaging disclosures by an IBM executive -

about allegedly heavyhanded Microsoft

;- tactics. Microsoft’s cross-examination of
"+ the IBM executive failed to shake him,
though the legal team fared better against

. a tmrd govemment w1tness

S . . &

Mr. Lacovara rejects the notion that

‘Microsofthas changed its strategy or-is

gunning for anything less than a victory in
the case. “If we 'gver'have to deal with -
remedies, we will do that,” he says. “But

our rebuttal case shows that the govern- .

need to show that Microsoft violated r,he
antitrust Jaws.”

" . The point of emphas1zmg AOL's rising
-power, Mr. Lacovara says, “isto show that

Microsoft does not have and couid not exer- -

and in new directions. “The government
has been bending over backward to ignore
the meaning of the AQOL deal from theday it
was announced; and it won’t wash.” :

The sofi of a prominent’ Washmgton -

lawyer, and a graduate of Cambridge and

at 33. His father, former Justice Depan-

'ment‘prosecutor Philip Lacovara, was in_

the courtroom last week .and saw his son
argue a case for the first time, crossing
swords with the veteran Mr. Boies. “I'mre-
ally proud,” he said. “He’s a better lmga-
tor thaniam.”

That's saying something, because the el
- der Mr. Lacovara argued the Nixon Water-
‘gate tapes at the age of 30, and prevailed.-

Now, some of his son’s tactics recall the the-

of using earlier in the case. After one docu-
ment he used against the witness was ex-
posed by Mr. Boies as'misleading, Dr.
Fisher, -the silver-haired economist on the

* stand, threw Mr. Lacovara an icy reproach.

“You're very fond of games,” he said.

“ment hasn't éven come close to what they
"' cise monopoly power in dny plausible mar-- -

- ket” because theindustry is evolving sofast

_Harvard Law, Mr. Lacovara'made pariner -

" atrics Microsoft angrily accused Mr. Bofes =

“I have children, too, Dr. Fxsher he

“-lawyer responded.

“That s not quite what I meant Mr. La—'
covara,” Mr. Fisher shot back.

i
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