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[t 1s critical that we strengtben our families and help parents pass on their values to their 
children. Television can be a positive force or a destructive force in the Jives of our children. 
Every one of us knows that exposure to TV violence sends the wrong message to our kids. And 
parents whose children grew up watching good educational programming know that television 
can teach. as well as entertain. 

The National Television Violence Study released today by The Center for Communication 
and Social Policy un,del'lines that, while we have taken important measures. there is still more to 
do, We cannot transform the system overnight, but each of us --parents. the entertainment 
industry, government --has a responsibility to help hring ahout change fOf the better. Step by 
step. Vice President Gore and I are committed to making television better for our families. We 
have challenged the entertainment industry to provide more family programming, and challenged 
parents to do their part as well. . 

We have made some real progress: 

Our n(!w Telecommunications Act requires new TV sets to include a violenc~ chip, a V
chip, that will give parents the ability to screen out violent or inappropriate programming 
for their young children, 

The broadcasters have answered my challenge to develop a voluntary rating system that 
will enable the V~chip to work. That ratings system has recently been put into effect; 
parent!, now have a new tool to help decide what shows thelf children can watch. Now, in 
order for this system to work, parents must let the entertainment industry know how it is 
working, and the industry must respond to that input. 

Last summer, we reached agreement with the broadcasters under which they will air three 
bours a week of educational children's programming. The FCC has adopted the proposal, 
and the market for educational television for children is now booming. It will soon bring a 
new wealth ofpositive programming to America' s children. 

Today's study shows there is still too much violence on the television, and that we must all 
continue the important work we have begun. 
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SERIOUS TV VIOLENCE DOWN IN PRIME TIME 

SYNDICATED SERIES MORE VIOLENT THAN THE NETWORK SERIES 

Washington, D.C. - Serious TV violence Is down this season, according to a new study 
by the Center for Media and Public Affairs (CMPA). The study also found that syndicated 
series are far more violent than network shows. 

For the past two seasons (1992-93 and 1993-94), CMPA researchers studied the amount 
of violence on tha premiere episode of all prime time fictional series on ABC, NBC, CBS, 
FOX, and the most widely seen first-run syndicated broadcast series. The latter appear 
mostly on independent stations, and are seen in at least 60 percent of the country. 

The 1992 sample consisted of 74 network and nine syndicated shows; the 1993 sample 
included 73 network and eight syndicated epiSodes. CMPA tabulated all scenes 
involving the use .of physical force, but our focus was on "serious" violence involving 
physical assaults that went beyond a single punch, slap, or push. 

, 
On the network prime time series, the number of. scenes Involving serious violence 
dropped 28 percent (from 119 to 93). The amount of gunplay dropped even more 
sharply, by sa percent (from 57 to 24 scenes). However, the total amount of violence 
actually rose s:ightiy, from 338 to 361 scenes. There was also a drop off of 50 percent 
in serious violence shown in 'promos' for lulure series and movies. 

The eight syndicated series contained 33 percent more serious violence than all 74 
network series In 1993 (124 scenes VB. 93). Six of the ten most violent shows were 
syndicated. When measured for serious violence alone, seven of the top ten were 
syndicated. Results for the 1992 season were similar to these. 
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COMBINED TOTALS 

TEN MOST VIOLENT SERIES 


VIOLEJI,'T SCENES 
1993 SERIOUS· TOTAL 

SYN I) "Highlander" 3] 52 
SYN 2) "Acapulco H.E.A.To" 25 31 
SYN 3) "Renegade" 24 42 
FOX 4) "Advenrures of Brisco County, Jr." 21 64 
SYN 5) "Star Trek: Next Generation" 17 29 
SYN 6) "Untouchables" 13 25 
NBC 7) "Seaquest DSV" 10 12 
SYN 8) "Star Trek: Deep Space Nine" 9 11 
CBS 9) "Walker, Texas Ranger" 8 43 
CBS 10) "South of Sunset" 7 17 

Note: Other series lU11QUD.g the top ten in toea! violence include: "'Cobra'" (SYN). 5 serious, 20 total 
scenes; "Moon Over Miami" (ABC). 2 serious. 17 total scenes. 

1992 SERIOUS· TOTAL 

SYN 1) "Kung Fu: The Legend Continues" 33 49 
SYN 2) "Renegade" 31 52 
SYN 3) "Untouchables" 28 33 
SYN 4) "Time Trax" 17 24 
ABC 5) "Hat Squad" 14 41 
SYN 6) "Star Trek: Deep Space Nine" 13 17 
SYN 7) "Street Justice'" 10 24 
ABC 7) Ny<lung lndiana Jones" 10 16 
FOX 9) "In Living Color" 9 '9 
NBC 10) "Quantum Leap" 8 29 
NBC 10) "Reasonable Doubts" S 18 

Note: Other series atnoung the top teD in total violence include: "LA Law" (NBC), 7 serious, 26 total 
scenes~ "Commish" (ABC) • .5 serious, 18 total scenes. 

'*SERIOUS VS. MINOR VIOlENCE. We distinguished between acts thaI were likely to cause serious bum 
to the victim and thnge that were likely to cause ooly minor harm. Serious violence includes armed and 
unarmed <lSSUIlhs. gunptay. sexual assaults and suicides. Minor or 1esset acts of violenre include 
pushes., sialX'> single punches. property destruction and making a threat with a weapon. 

This division refle(:ts the role of violence in stQrytelling. since it avoids equaling a pushing 
match between two children with a barroom brawl or a shoot-out. 



March 4, 1994 

TO: Bruce Reed 

FROM: Jady Greenstone 

RE: TV Guide Transcript 

I have attached the President's TV Guide transcript. Two points of interest: 

1) The President mentioned several times that maybe the White House should be 
doing more on TV violence. I have called a meeting next week with Peter Edelrman and 
Eldie Achesan to discuss a strategy -- please come if you want. (I will caU your office with 
time and place.) After that meeting. I think we should send a note to tne President with a 
recommendation of what we should do. Please let me know if you agrett 

2) "Squash it" is clearly on his room screen (although poor Jay Winston gets credit 
for the "seat-belt thing" not drunk driving), We may want to revisit the possibility of an 
event. 
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MEMORAl'DUM 
DRAFT 

To: Dick Monis and Tom Freedman 

from: Mary L, Smith 

Date: August J3, 1996 

Re' Violence on Children's TV Programs 

I. INTRODUCTION 

This memorandwn ...vill discuss violence in children's television programs in two 
rcspc<:ts. Initially, this memorandum will provide a summary of the research and legislation that 
has addressed violence 011 television. In addition, this memorandum will describe some of my 
observations regarding the current programming schedule for children's television shows, both 
during the week and on Saturday mornings. 

II. SUMMARY OF RESEARCli REGARDING VIOLENCE IN TELEVISION 

For more than forty years, Congress has expressed concern about viOlence on television. 
However, a CRS Report for Congress notes that "[h]istoricalty, after interest in the issue has 
been broughl tn the forefront, the television broadcast industry has: typically responded by 
re9ucing the amount oftelcvision violence, usually for a short period of time" and that "ft]his 
practice is continuing.") 

The National Commission Oil the Causes and Prt\'cntion of Viole nee 

Many studies, condUcted throughout the 1960's through the present~ have concluded that 
television violelice could contribute to aggression in children and in adults.2 For instam;e, in 

Edith Fuinnan Cooper, "Television Violence: A Survey .ofSelected Social 
Science Research Linking Violent Program Viewing With Aggression in Children and Socicty/' 
CRS Report for Congrs;ss at 1 (May 17, 1995) ("The May 1995 CRS Report"), 

:2 Id, See also Th~J)CLA Television Violence tvionitoring Repon ("The UCLA 
Report")(Scptember 1995), 
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June 1968, President Lyndon B. Johnson created the National Commission on the Causes and 
Prevention of Violence, The Commission)s Mass Media Task Force contacted Dr. George 
Gerbner Qfthe, Annenberg School For Communications at the University of Pennsylvania to 
perform a content analysis of violence depicted in television programs. Professor Gerbner and 
his staff ftllulyzed both. the quantity and quality of vio1ence, They analyzed 64 hours of dramatic 
programming that had occurred in 1967 and 58 Vz hours in 1968.3 

Profeswr Gerbner's research indicated that individuals exposed to violent programming 
could learn to perform aggressive acts under three possible conditions: (1) "when a situation is 
encountered similar to the portrayal situation in which aggressive acts were learned"; (2) "when 
there is an expectatiDn of being rewarded for performing the learned aggression or escaping 
detection"; and (3) <twhen no disapproval of the portrayed behavior is shown by another person 
who is exposed to the same portrayals."'; The analysts felt that more research was required in 
order to determine whether children who viewed violent programs would actually show mo~e 
aggression in their day-to~day Jives. 

, 

Dr. Ger'bncr's research has continued for nearly 30 years through the "Cultural 

Indicators1

' project which "consists of periodic study of television programming and ofthc 

conceptions of social reality ihat viewing cultivates in child and adult audiences,"~ 


in the tate 1960's, the task torce concluded that television violence was "one major 
contributory faclor which must he considered 1n attempts to explain the many fonns of violent 
behavior that mark American society today. '''; 

Government Landmark Studies 

While the general perception was that the report of the President's Commission on the 
Causes and Prevention ofViolcnc~ was a good start in establishing a link between media 
violence and violence in the reul world, many believed a more detailed analysis should be 
performed. In 1969 j Senator John O. Pastore (D,-R.I.). Chairman oftlle Senate Subcommittee on 
Communications of the Committee on Commerce~ requested that the Surgeon General conduct a 

, See The May 1995 CRS Report at 3 (eiling Robert K, Baker and Sandra J. Bail, 
The Television \Vorld of Violence) A Report to the National Commission on the Causes and 
Prevention of Violence. Washington. U.S. Govt Print Off., 1969. p. 318) . 

• 
Id, al 337. 

; 
~ee The May 1995 CRS Report, 

S~ UCLA Report at 5, 
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scientific study on the effect oftelcvision violence On children and adolescents. 

The resulting "Surgoon General's Report" Jaid a foundation for the conclusion that 0" 

causal link exists between the viewing of television violence and real-life aggression.7 The 
Surgeon General's Report consisted of six volumes, five of which were social science research 
called Television and Social Behavior. These volumes included technical reports that comprised 
23 independent projects and several commissioned papers assessing television's effects on 
children and youth.!> 

One study in the Surgeon General's Report examined the short-term effects on children. 
This study by Robert M. Liebert and Robert A. Baron, entitled Short-Term Ejfccts ofTelevised 
Aggression on Children's Aggressive Behavior, concluded that viewing u violent scene increased 
the willingness of some children to be aggressors in a laboratory situation," 

'Another study contained in the Surgeon General's Report conducted by :vtonroe 
Lefkowitz ef ai. entitled Tcderision Violence and Child Aggression: A Follow-up Study found 
that the television viewing habits that an 8~year-old had established would influence his 
aggressive behavior well into his adolescent years. The ten-year longitudinal study found a 
direct effect between the violence an 8-year-old boy watched and the boy's aggressive behavior 
at ages 8 and 18. In fact, the link between viewing violence at age K and aggression at age 18 
was even stronger ,than the link between viewing and committing violence at age 8. 

While these are but two of the studies contained in. the Surgeon General's report, as a 
whole, the advisory committee concluded: "Thus the two sets of findings (laboratory and survey) 
converge in three respects: a preliminary and tentative indication of a causal relation between 
viewing violence on television and aggressive behavior; an indication that any such eausal 
operation operates only on some children (who are predisposed to be aggressive); and an 
indication that it operates only in some environmental contexts. Such tentative and limited 
conclusions: lue not very satisrying [yetl they represent substantially more knowledge than we 
had two years ago, "1\1 

; 
?CC The May 1995 CRS Report at 4 and The UCLA Report at 5. 

g See The May 1995 CRS Report a14 (citing The Surgeon General's Scientific 
Advisory Committee on Television and Social Behavior, Television and Growing l/p." The 
Impact ofTelevised V;oJence~ Report 10 the Surgeon General (1972». 

, 
Sec The UCLA Report at 6 and The May 1995 CRS Report at 5'6. 

Sec The UCLA Report at 6. 

3 




DRAFT 

The Surgeon General himself, Jessie Steinfeld, in commenting on the Surgeon General's 
Report before the Senate j stated: 

While the Committee report is carefully phrased and qualified in language acceptable to 
social scientists, it is clear to me that the causal relation between televised violence and 
antisocial behavior is sufficient to warrant appropriate and immediate remedial action. 
Th~, data on social phenomena such as television and social violence will never be clear 
enough for all social scientists to agree on the fonnulation of a succinct statement of 
causality. But there comes a time when lhe data arc sufficient to justify action. The time 
has corne, I I 

The Nutionallnstitute of Mental Health Television and Behavior Report 

In 1982, ten years after the Surgeon General's report. the National Institute of Mental 
Health ("KIMH") published a review of the extensive. existing literature on the subject entitled 
Television and Behavior: Ten Years ofScientific Progress and implications" 

The 1982 repon provided a more precise statement about the cause and effect of televised 
violence and aggressive behavior: 

After 10 more years of research, the consensus among most of the research community is 
that violence on television does lead to aggressive behavior by children and teenagers 
who watch the programs. This conclusion is based on laboratory experiments and on 
field studies, Not all children become aggressive. of coursc, but the correlations between 
violc::1c0 and aggression are positive, In magnitude, television violence is as strongly 
correlated with aggressive behavior as any other bebavioral variable that has been 
measun:d, The research question has moved from asking whether or not there is an effect 
to seeking explanations for the effecl. l2 

Cultural Indicators Study 

Dr. George Gerbner has been conducting the Cultural Indicators research effort for nearly 
30 years. ThiS ongoing research has analyzed program <.:Ontcnt and assessed the impact of 
television violence on both children and adults. 

in analyzing the content of television programs since 1967~68, Dr. Gerbner and his 

11 .see The UCLA Report at 7. 

" The May 1995 CRS Report at 9-10. 
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associates found that the level ofviolence in prime~time has remained relatively constant at about 
five acts· per hour. In contrast, they fhund that in Saturday morning <:artoons, violence grew 
much higher to about 20 to 25 acts per hour. Violence 1n children's television has increased 
dramatically. peaking at 30 to 32 acts per hour in 1981 and 1982, Other researchers have 
detemlined that the average preschooler and school.aged child watches television approximately 
two to four hours per day. They further estimated that the average child will have seen 8.000 
murders, and over 100,000 additional acts ofvio!ence on television by the time of completing 
elementary schooL By a child!s teenage years, more than 200,000 violent acts would have been 
viewed.13 

In the 1992-93 season j the research showed that the frequency ofvioJen1 acts per hour 
had decreased to 2.9, about half of whut it had been in 1990. Also, in the 1992-93 season, 
Saturday morning cartoons showed a dramatic decline in violence 10 1 g aCts per hour, down from 
the 32 a-cts per hour during the 1990~9 r season. IJ In the ensuing seasons. violence again 
increased to 2.6.6 acts per hour in the fall of !993~ then decreased to 22.2 acts per huur in the 
spring of 1994, and is at 20 acts per hour for the fall of 1995." 

Dr. Gerbner' basically has found three effects from viewing violence on television: 

(1) A few persons imitate the violence that they have viewed; 

(2) Many more become desensitized to violence; and 

(3)'ln nearly everyone, but in especially heavy television viewers, persons exposed to 
image of violence experience "mean world syndrome~!I whereby they overestimute the amQunt of 
violence in the world. Ie 

IJ Edith Fairman Cooper, "Television Violence: An Overview," eRS Report for 
Congress at 3 (January 13, 1995)("The January 1995 CRS Report"). . 

See The May 1995 CRS Report at 13. 

13 Dr. Gerbncr notes that the violence indicators are down in 1995 but that it is too 
early to tell if this is a trend or a seasonal variatjon, Dr. Gcrbocr would be willing to prepare a 
more complete find comprehensive TV violence report for the Vice-President's use. 

", See The May 1995 CRS Report at 14; The January 1995 CRS Report at 4; and 
The UCLA Report at II. 
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Congressional Action and Television Industry Response 

For over 40 years, Congress has been interested in the i.ssue of television violence and its 
effects on children. One commentator has noted that "[s]incc 1952. when the fin.1: hearing was 
held, a cyclical and recurring interest about the issue has been evident"P 

After a scries of hearings in 1952. Congress concluded that it was the final responsibility 
of the television stations, not the government, to corrcct some of the programs that contain 
excessive violence. 

As a the result of these hearings, the National Association of Broadcasters ("NAB") 
created a television code that became effective in March 1952. This first code listed standards 
for network broadcasters to apply 10 programming and advertising. The emphasis of the code 
was to cncouragc broadcasters 10 air educational and cultural progwmming.!~ 

The l\AB Code of 1952 contained explicit prohibitions regarding violence. For illstance1 

provision (l) read: 

Violence and illicit sex shaH not be presented in an attractive manner nor 10 an extent 
such as will lead a child to believe dun they playa greater part in life than they do. They 
should not be presented without indications of the resultant retribution and punishment. l 

!) 

While these codes had'positive appeal for the public, there was also the danger that they 
would be perceived as censorship, 

In the 1960's and 1970's, there was ~1. continued tension between governmental regulation 
and industry self~regulution. In J974, for instance, 1he Federal Communications Commission 
(,",FCC', considered adopting a rule Jimiting the amount of advertising on children's 
programming, In the cnd; the FCC did not adopt lhc. rule, concluding that the NAB's voluntary 
code limit of nine and one~halfminutes per hour was sufficienL20 

" The May 1995 CRS Report at 15, 

The May 1995 CRS Report at 15, See also Mark MacCarthy, Broadcast Self· 
Regulation: The NAB Codes, Familv Viewing Hour and Television Violence. Prepared for 
Columbia Institute for Tele·lnformation (February 16, 1995) at 5 ("Broadcast Self· Regulation''). 

., Sec Broadcast Self·Regulation at 6, 

See Broadcast Self~Regulation at 7. 
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In 1974, the FCC inItiated an industry-imposed. "Family Viewing Time" which would 
encourage a policy that entertainment programming inappropriate for viewing by a general 
family audience would nol be aired between 7 p.m and 9 p.m. Eastern Standard Time. However, 
after litigation. the KAB abandoned all parts of the Code. 

Recent Legislation Regarding Television Violence 

There were five bills introduced during the 104th Congress with respect to television 
violence.21 The substance of these bills was incorporated into the Teiecomrnunications Act of 
1996, P.L. 104-104, which was signed into law on Febflllllj' 8, 1996. The Telecommunications 
Act gives the ti;:levision industry one year to voluntarily develop a ratings system for TV 
programs, In addition, the Act requires TV manufacturers to equip aU 13 inch or greater TV scts 
with circuitry to block rated shows.l1 

The UCLA Report 

:,,1any other studies, both public and private. COliductcd throughout the 1970's and 1980's 
concluded that there is a correlation between viewing violence on television and aggression in 
children,ll Dcspite the conclusions of these numerous studies, it was not imtil 1993 that the 
television networks publicly acknowledged that 'Iviewing gratuitous violence could cause 
adversc effects on viewers."z.! ThercfD£c, it appears that the policy debate has shifted from urging 
that violence on television eauses aggression to the advocating of effective means of assisting 
parents in monitoring the viewing habits of their children. 

in December 1990, the Television Progmm Improvement Act was signed into law as Tille 
V of the Judicial Improvements Act of 1990 (P.L 1 01 ~650), and is the only legislative measure 
that ever has been cnacted directly relating to tclL':vision violence. This legislation ullowed the 
television industry, without violating antitrust laws, to meet and jointly agree upon implementing 
voluntary standards that would lead to reducing violence: depicted in television programs. In 
November 1993, the Justice Department extended the period ofantitrust exemptions. pennltting 

1I ~;ee the May 1995 CRS Report. 

22 On July 29, 1996, there wa,s u White HOllse Conference on children':; 
programming wh~rein the four net\vorks agreed to a proposed rule. to be sent to the FCC, to air 
three hours of children's educational programmllig a w\;ek. 

~££ generally The May 1995 eRS Report and The UCLA Report. 

14 The January 1995 eRS Report at 2. 
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network executives to continue discussing ways to reduce television violcnce?~ 

Senator Paul Simon, as sponsor of this legislation, hoped that the networks' cooperation 
would eliminate the need for future legislution. However, despite !he issuance by the networks 
of a unifmlIl set of 15 gujdelines in December 1992. including one guideline stating that "[a]l! 
depictions of violence should be relevant to the development of character, or the advancement of 
theme Of plot," violence in television continued to escalate,2(' 

With national attention focused on television violence. particularly that aimed at children, 
two other developments occurred, In June] 993, the networks agreed to implement parental 
advisories both before and during broadcasts that might ,ontain excessive violence. This 
advisory would state: "Due to some violent content, parental discretion is advised. ,,27 

The second development was the agreement by the networks to hire an independent 
monitor. The broadcast television networks chose the UCLA Center for Communication Pot icy 
to conduct t11e monitoring of television violence over three years. The cable networks chose 
McdiaScope to conduct a parallel study or cable over the same three years.2S 

With TCspect to children's programming, the UCLA Report concluded that while there 
have been improvements, there arc still many children's shows tbat contain "sinister combat 
violence" or shows where "[ flighting is the main attraction or purpose of the program and the 
plot only providesjustifieation fonhe combat."::? Some of the shows that the UCLA Report 
found the most problematic were Balman and Robin, The Teenage ;\tful(Jn/ Ninja Tunles, and The 
Mighty Morphin Power Rangers, 

The UCLA Report concluded thnt more monitoring needs to be done, that parental 
advisories should continue to be used. that television violence should be kept in the forefront by 
the Government. and tnat V~chips might be usefuL:.;o 

:,co both the January 1995 and the May 1995 CRS Reports. 

Sec The UCLA Report at 12, 

." ;;ee The May 1995 CRS Report lit 17, thcJanuary 1995 CRS Report at 5, and the 
UCLA Report at 13, 

See The UCLA Report at 13. 

The UCLA Report at 102 . 

. The UCLA Report at 151-158, 
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III. OBSERVATIONS FROM JULY 1·10, 1996: 

I wiltched several children's television programs. I was watching these programs for 
instances of violence. f defined violence as physical harm done intentionally 10 persons or 
cartoon characters who possessed human traits. Because I defined violence as intentional acts, I 
did not note instances where persons were bumped or shoved where the intent appeared 
ambiguous. Finally, I did not note instances where property was damaged, but no characters on 
the ,shows were injured. 

Of the morning children's programming, between 6:30 a,m. and 9:00 a.m., many of the 
shows werc not violent such us Blinky Bill, Goo/Troop (which is Goofy), and Lillie Pel Shop, 
One show that I watched only on 7/02/96. Mutant League, was only mildly violent. I noted only 
tour instances of violence on this program" 

Ofthe afternoon children's programming. there were many programs such as Rimba 's 
Island, Eck!~ Stravaganza (which appeared to have an Elvis-like character on the show), Bonkers 
(a cat who is a police officer), and Taz-Afania (the Tasmanian devil) that did not appear violent 
in the least. For instance~ on 7/02/96, the slOry line on Bonkers was Bonkers, the police cat~ 
looking for a ghost in a haunted house. On Taz-Mania, the Tasmanian devil and his father went 
shopping for orange juice. 

One other show, Mighty Max, was mildly violent. The main character on this show wus a 
boy named Max who wears a shirt with a big t"M·' on it In this show on 7/02/96. I only noted 
two ins.tanee of violence during one~halfof the show. one instance where a pole fcll on one oCthe 
characters and one instance where one oftne characters was tossed in a lava pit 

Of the afternoon children· s shows, the two most violent programs appear to be BUlman 
Clnd RoMn and the Mighty Morphin Pvwer Ranger:;, On these two shows, there were between 
approximately 8-20 instances ofviolence on each show, However, Batman and Robin seemed to 
be almost twice as violent as Power Rangers, Althougb only speculation, this observation may 
be related to the fact that Batman and Robin is purely a cartoon and the Power Rangers is live 
action. 

Of the Saturday morning shows, the most violent were The Mjghty A10rphin Power 
Rangers and The Teenage Ninja MUlan! Turtles. Both ofthese show gave lip service 10 finding 
inner peace and using cunning rather than violence, 'Nonetheless. despite these so-called positive 
messagcs~ the shows were almost 30 minutes filled with fight scenes. In fact, inclusion of the 
positive messages might actually be detrimemal because of the continued focus 011 the violence. 
My observations from one Saturday viewing are sImilar to the observations and conclusions 
contained in The UCLA Television Violence Monitoring Report (September (995), This report 
categori:r.ed both ofthesc shows under the category of "Sinister Combat Violence/' which was 
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caned "'violence for the sake ofviolence:' The UCLA Report concluded that the "Mighty 
Morphin Power Rangers has seriQus problems and certainly sits high on the list of shows 
featuring sinlster combat violence," As noted above. the UCLA Rep0l1 noted that the Power 
Rangers is a live~action show involving real people, and these real people "arc much more likely 
to become rok models for the young audience than are animated heroes." 

OBSERVATION OF SPECIFIC INSTANCES OF VIOLENCE:, 

A. Batman :lind Robin at 4 p.m. on FOX 

L 7102196 

StOry lme: robots are impersonating real people and taking over the world 

i) 7 instances of being zapped with a gun 

2) robot grubs Batman 

3) wrestling between 2 characters 

4) wOIT.an falls 

5) Butman is thrown off building 

6) another man is thrown off a building 

7) head is cut ofT a robot 

8) Butman cuts an elevator cable tlnd a man falls 

9) a man is kicked 


10) a man is thrmVIl 

11) a grenade goes. off 

12) Batrr:an fights with tI womnn 

13) a women is cmshed 

14} a bomb blast 


2. 7/03/96 

Title: loker's Wild" 
StorY line: A man opens a casino to bait the loker to destroy it. After the Joker destroys 

the casino, the man hopes to collect the insurance money and commit fraud, 

1) joker shoved a man 
2) Joker shoves 2 men and they slip on water that the Joker has sprayed on the floor 
3) Joker throws a man off a moving truck 
4) BUlman breaks and enters a buHding ·"(doesn't fit my definition) 
5) list fight between Batman and a man 
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6) smoking grenade 

7) Joker ejected from moving car 

8) car explodes 

9) laserlSlun gun 

10) loker hiL' Barman wilh a 2x4" 

11) Joker putting Batman on roulette wheel with a grenade 

12) Batman blows up Ihe loker 

J3) Joker shooting at Batman from a helicopter 

14) Batman falls from sky 

15) fist fight between Joker and Batman 

3. 7/10196 

Title: Harlequinade 
Storr line: The Joker has made a bomb that will destroy the City, Batman and Robin 
enlist the aid ofthe loker's girlfriend, Harley, to help them stop the Joker. 

1) loker has a bomb 
2) Batman hils attack dogs 
3) Joker's girlfriend throws Batman to the grouod 
4) Batman hits a person 
5) Robin hits a person 
6) Men open fire with guns at Batman and Robin 
.7) Robin throws big roulette wheel at viltains 
8) Batman throws other part of building at villains 
9) Joker has mayor of city tied up 
10) Joker tries to drown mayor 
11) Batman kicks Joker 
12) Joker hits Batman with umbrella 
13) Batman hits Joker 
14) Harley ties up Batman and Robin 
15) Harley htts Joker (because he was not going to save her and their dogs) 
16) Joker drops bombs on Batman 
17) Joker aims guns at own henchmen 
18) Joker drops bombs from airplane 
19) loker fires guns 
20) Harley aims at Joker and knocks him unconscious 
21) loker's plane crashes 

B. Mighty Morpbin Power Rangers at 4:30 p.m. on FOX 

II 
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1. 7i02i96 

Story line: Rita the villain has trapped persons in a dimensional vortex. 

1) per"on falls 
2) • person is zapped 
3) a sword fight 
4) a fight between 2 rooots 
5) • robot is zapped 
6) the Rangers fall from he sky 
7) sword fight 
8) lightening strikes persons 

NOTE: After the show, the Rangers gave a message to encourage kids to save the environment, 
to prevent discrimination, and to prevent war, 

2, 7/03/96 

Title: "A Bad Reflection on You" 

StorY line: Rita, the villain, has created imposters of the Power Rangers, These imposter 

wreck havoc on the city, 


1) imposter Power Ranger shoves guy 
2) fist fight 
3) imposter Power Ranger zaps someone with a ray gun 
4) fist ftght with 2 sets afRangers 
5) imposter Ranger hits real Ranger 
6) shot with arrow 
7) hits with a knife (that looks like 0 missile), 
8) hit with a spear 
9) imposter Ranger kicks Ranger 

10) sword figh. 
11) lighwning comes from sword aimed at Rangers 
12) shocks 
13) Power Rangers blasts a knight 

NOTE: There is scene with lots of weapons shown, such as a Power bow, Power ax, and Power 
dagger, 

3, 7/10/96 

12 
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Title: "Something Fishy" 

Story line: llita, the villain, has created these goo fish who are wrecking havoc on the 

city. 


1) someone hits man 

2) 2 rangers hit persons 

3) On<: Ranger t Billy. puts ice chest over Rita's henchmen, the putties 

4) hits again 

5) 2 Rangers hit putties (This is an extended scene) 

6) Rangers zap goo fish 

7) Rangers fight with swords 

8) Ranger hits goo fish with sword 

9) Goo fish put goo on Rangers 

10) Goo fish zap Rangers 

11) Goo fish try to put goo on Billy 

12) Rangers go after goo fish with spears 

13) Super Zord (robet) and goo monster fight 

14) Big goo monsier uses sword against Super Zord 

J5) Goo monster zaps Super lord 

J6)'Powcr Rangers uses Power sword 


SATURDAY SHOWS 

I. Mighty Murphin Power Rangers 

A. Saturday 7106/96 at 8:00 a.m. on FOX 

"jnncr Spirit" 

Story Ijne: Despite lhe rille ofthj$ particular episode, this show was merely about the fight 
scenes. One of the power rangers named Tommy is Native American~ and the premise of this 
episode was for Tommy to resolve his inner conflicts in order to operate u fighting robot called a 
Zord. The power rangers' mentor tells Tommy that he must see the Battle Zord or robot as an 
extension of himself in order to operate it properly. Before Tommy resolves his "inner 
conflicts:,~' he operates the Zord so that it destroys the city because he has no control over it. In 
the end, Tommy finds inner peace so that he uses the Zord as extensions of his own limbs in 
order to fight the evil elements. 

I) zaps someQne 
2) 2 robots fight (Power Sword is used) 
3) puts noose around the l"leek of someone 

13 
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4) zaps Rang{:rs' power supply "used in the context of a big fight scene 
5) Big Zord (Robot) driven by one ofehe Rangers named Tommy is destroying the city 
6) Zaps Zord (big robot driven by Tommy) 
7) Extended f;ght "vith RangerS involving zap guns 
8) Rangers zap villain (Main Drain ~~who is draining the power supply of the city) 
9) Main Drain zaps lord 
10) fist fight 'between Main Drain and Zord 
]1) Laser fight between Main Drain a.nd Zord 

II. Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles 

A. Saturday 7106196 

Stoo' Hne: This episode, while giving Itp service to using the turtles' wits rather than 
force, was merely one half hour of glorified fighting, In this episode, the turtles mutated inlo 
even more violent adult monster turtles. These "second stage" mutations used violence much 
more than the teenage versiolis. When the adult monster turtles used force against the villains, 
the villains merely multiplied, and, therefore. this violence was not elTective. In the end, while 
the teenage turtles resolve the conflict '.vith 1<:ss nnnd-to~hand violence. the hand-to-hand 
violence definitely comprised a larger portion of the episode. 

1) fight with swords and sticks 
2) fist fight berween man and big robot 
3) man turns into robot (Carter is a friend of the tunles) 
4) Military pollce shoot at turtles 
5) Zap guns against turtles 
6) turtles shoot guns 
7) Much time to zap gun scene 
8) Zap at udult turtle monsters 
9) rooot zaps ut regular teenage turtles 
10) slug monst{:r trics to attack Carter, a human friend of the turtles 
11) zap at adult monster turtles 
12) adult turtle monsters "annihilate" robot; but it multiplies when force is used against it 
13) zap turtle monsters 
14) Carter zaps slug monsters three times 
15) slug monster fights Carter 
16) slug monster throws Carter against wall 
17) fight with robot insects 
18) Robot zaps regular teenage turtles at least 3 times 
19) turtles fight insect monsters and make them fali 

14 
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20) explosion at villain's castle, but Dregg, the villain. gets away 

III. The Mask 

A. Saturday 7/06196 at 9:00 a.m. 

"Shadow of a Skillet" 

Story line: This show is based on the Jim Carrey movie, In this episode, u villain, Skillet, is 
stealing the shadows of people in the city, Because the shndows embody the youth of the person, 
when the shadow is taken away. the person ages rapidly_ The Mask saves the shadows. 

1) monster stellis shadow 
2) monster steals Jim Carrey's shadow 
3) shadow monster attacks the Mask 
4) stenls Peggy's shadow (Peggy is Jim Carrey's girlfriend) 
5) fist fight between the Mask and Skillet 
6) Skillet zaps the .Mask', shadow 
7) The .Mask wrestles Skillet 

IV. Ace VCI1(ur(J Pel Dcleclive o 

A. Saturday 7106/96 at 9:30 a.m. 

StOry line: Thi~: show is also based on a Jim Carrey movie. This show does not contain much 
violence. This episode was about kiHcr koala hears attacking ahorigines) but Jim. Carrey saves 
the day by leading the koalas away with eucalyptus cough drops. 

15 
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February l~ 1994 

Bruce Reed 
Deputy Assistant to the President 

for Domestic Policy 
Domestic Policy Council 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
~ashington, D,C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Reed: 

I enclose for your review the NBC statement 
concerning television violence which outlines our 
efforts regarding NBC programming, the use of the 
television medium to address the issue of violence 
in our society and the broadcast networks~ 
announcement today that they have agreed to an 
independent outside assess:nent. 

Sincerely, 



.·J~t'l"m:" E,cgecu~h~9 ::::: Rodeie"fI' fl',,!c R,(hurd Cotto", 
Compt\tI)'. 'I'{. ~,,!,, ';;f~. t1f 10;12 iO.eclJ\,,,e Y,(~ ?~.,dem 

:~: 6b4 702..: eild v.one,or COJ",(d 

fkNBC 


February 1, 1994 

'I'he Honorable Paul Simon 
United States Senate 
462 Dirksen Office Building 
washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator Simon: 

On behalf of NBC, I write today to applaud the role you 
have played in broadening the discussion of television 
violence to include all elements of the media 
landscape. In view of this broadening of the debate, 
NBC has today released the attached statement on its 
decision to participate with the other broadcast 
networks in an annual qualitative assessment of 
violence in our network programming in the context of 
o~her video programming entering ~erican homes~ 

NBC continues to believe that self-regulation is the 
proper way to deal with this issue and that legislation 
is not in keeping with this country's constitution and 
cuI tural traditions. The steps the industry has taken 
both now and previously eliminate any justification for 
logislation. However, in order to avoid conflicting 
rE!quirements and inconsistent obligations, NBC reserves 
the right to suspend the joint assessment program in 
the event legislation is enacted or new regulations are 
promulgated. 

We look forward to working with you to address the 
serious issue of violence in American society. 

Sincerely, 

R~C~ 
Richard Cotton 



NBC STATEMENT 

NBC welcomes the decision by the major U. S. cable 
networks to adopt the type of voluntary self-regulatory 
practices with regard to television violence that the 
broadcast networks have utilized for years, including 
most importantly program standards and more careful 
scheduling of programs. The cable networks' decision 
for the first time places the debate about television 
violence in a larger more appropriate context, focused 
not only on broadcast televisioh, but on all video 
media that enter the horne: basic and premium cabler 
independent stations, syndicated programs, horne video, 
video games, etc. 

Since the focus of the debate on television violence 
has now broadened to include the entire media 
landscape, NBC and the other three broadcast networks 
(ABC, CBS and FOX) have determined it is appropriate to 
take an additional step beyond those they have already 
taken to address this issue ~ Together we are 
commissioning an outside expert to conduct an annual 
qualitative assessment of violence in our network 
programming in the context of other video programming 
entering American homes. 

Throughout the debate about television violence, we 
have steadfastly maintained that voluntary 
self-regulation was the proper way to proceed with this 
issue and that legislation ,was not in keeping with this 
country's constitutional and cultural traditions. The 
st€!PS the industry has taken both now and previously 
have eliminated any justification for legislation" 

Attached are some additional facts about NBC's efforts 
to self-regulate violent content in its programming and 
to address the issue of violence in our society. 



, 


NBC'S eFFORTS REGARDING VIOLENCE 

ijhat's On The Screen? 

The steps the broadcast network·s have taken to eliminate 
gratuitous violence from network programs have produced very 
significant results that can be seen on the screen: 

- Every year the broadcast networks air more than 16 t 000 hours 
of programming -- about 4,000 of it in prime time. The vast 
majority of these programs is devoid of violence -- situation 
comedies, daytime soap operas, talk shows, evening news 
broadcasts, sports events, etc. 

- In the 1992-93 broadcast season, the TOp 20 network series 
programs included only two dramas (Murder, She Wrote and 
Northern Exposure) I neither of which depicts violence .. The 18 
other Top 20 shows were non-violent situation comedies or 
news/reality programs. 

- More important, the Top 10 network prime time series 
programs among children last season were all non-violent 
situation comedies. 

Observers of television such as Ed Siegel of The Boston Globe 
have noted, "This is probably the least violent era in the history 
of broadcast television, certainly since the early days, II and Tom 
Shales of The Washington Post stated about his own recent viewing 
experience: ItABC, CBS, NBC and even Fox were showing what was, by 
comparison (to what was on other media), wholesome and innocuous 
fare .. " 

How D~d We Get There? 

The bottom line is that NBC and the other broadcast networks 
have made significant strides in reducing violence in their 
programminq. This did not happen by accident. It happened because 
of their 20-year tradition of a well thought out self-regulatory 
structure containing all of the elements recommended by tbe cable 
industry last week, inClUding the following: 

- Each broadcast network has a long-standing set of written 
program standards that prohibit excessive or gratuitous 
violenoe and that are enforoed by well trained broadcast 
standards professionals~ These standards are particularly 
stringent when it COtnes to programs designed for children~ 
Programs that fail to meet these standards are edited or 
rejected. 

- Each broadcast network also adheres to strict standards 
regarding scheduling decisions. The networks have always 
taken special care to schedule programs that may contain 
material not suitable for children at times of the day when 



they are unlikely to be viewing~ 

- Last year, the three networks adopted an AdVance Parental 
Advisory Plan which is designed to provide viewers with 
information about the content of programs that may be 
unsuitable for viewing by some family members because of 
violent content. 

Hhat Else Is NBC Doing? 

NBC is using the power of television to address the issue of 
violence in society: 

- NBC's public service campaign, "The More You Know r n has 
given increased emphasis to violence prevention. This 
ca.mpaiqn is in its fourth year and recently received the 
prestigious Peabody Award and a Presidential citation for 
private sector initiatives.. For the 1993-94 season, NBC 
produced an additional 20 "The More You Know About Violence 
Prevention" public service announcements featuring NBC talent. 
These spots highlight the dangers of violence and. encourage 
non-violent conflict resolution. 

- NBC has historically been committed to airing programs that 
deal with difficult societal issues. Past efforts have 
included ItThe Burning Bed" (spouse abuse) and "I Know My First 
Name Is Adam'J (child abduction). Most recently f NBC has 
devoted an episode of "Blossom" to the issue of handgun use 
by young people and has broadcast "Good Cop, Bad Kid, 11 a fact
based drama about police officers who, on their own time, work 
to provide role models to young people~ In March, NBC will 
telecast "Living In Hazard." a unique documentary by the Emmy 
Award-winning actor-director Edward James Olmos, devoted to 
gang violence. 

- IJ'his week (.January 23-29) NBC News is devoting unprecedented 
coverage to the issue of violence in America, involving every 
ne.,s program we broadcast. The programs have featured in
depth exploration of such issues as legalization of drugs, gun 
control, sentencing guidelines, youth and crime, and media 
violence~ This project will be one of the most thorough 
explorations of the subject undertaken by a network to date~ 

- During this week of special news coverage NBC has also 
scheduled a wide variety of prime time programming -- both 
dramas and situation comedies -- with anti-violence themes: 
"Law And Order t "Empty Nest" and movies for television.If 

~ NBC's Saturday morning children's programming consists 
entirely of live action programs designed for teenaqers~ NBC 
is the only network serving this segment of the young 
audience. One of our teen programs, UName Your Adventure," 
won the Silver Apple Award in 1993 from the National 
Educational Film and Video Festival. 



The outside Assessment 

Today" s viewer watches programming not just from broadcast 
networks but a myriad of sources including·independent television 
stations I syndicators providing programs to independent television 
stations and to affiliates for non-network time periods, basic 
cable, premium cable, home video cassettes, laser discs and video 
games. The cable networks' action of last week recognizes that the 
breadth of the violence issue goes way beyond the broadcast 
networks and encompasses a universe that is far more complex than 
the recent debate about television violence has indicated. 

NBC and the other broadcast networks think it is now 
appropriate to commission an outside expert to conduct an annual 
qualitative assessment of violence in television programming and to 
place network programming in the context of all other' video 
programming entering the home. The purpose of seeking this outside 
assessment is two-fold: First, to provide an independent assessment 
of the trends in television programming over time. Second, to 
provide a consistent, qualitative standard by which to conduct this 
assessment. The search for an outside expert will commence 
immediately. 

The networks' well-established self-regulatory policies -
many of which are being considered by the cable industry -- have 
proved to be useful and responsible tools in addressing concerns 
about video violence. However f we want to affirm that we will 
continue to oppose all attempts by government to regulate in this 
area. We continue fervently to believe that legislation is fraught 
with constitutional peril and threatens the ability of free and 
unive.rsal network television to bring to 100% of the. American 
people the best in news, sports and entertainment. 
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Bruce Reed 
Deputy Assistant to the President 

for Domestic Policy 

Domestic policy Council 

Tne White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20500 


Dear Hr ~ Reed! 

± transmit for your review a summary of additional 
voluntary steps NBC has undertaken on both television 
violence and the use of the television medium in 
raising awareness about societal violence. These 
steps have either been taken in late 1993 or will be 
taken in 1994. 

You will note that the programming goes across both 
our entertainment and our news divisions. 
Specifically I we will dedicate an entire week of news 
pr1)gramming January 23 to 29 to examine violence in 
A~arica. During that same week, we will also dedicate 
anti-violence storylines into more of our series 
programs t which we started to do last year. 
AdditionallYI we will be the first network to air an 
anti-violence docu~entary entitled Lives in Ha~d - 
a one-hour special about gang violence -- 0 liarcrt> 
~ Also, we have increased the number of 
anti-violence PSAs in NBC's The More You Know campaign 
and expanded affiliates local efforts. 

And finally, on Sunday December 19th , NBC broadcast a 
pri~eti~e dra~a entitled Good cop .~. Bad Kid?, which, 
is about two juvenile offenders who were adopted by 
the Los Angeles county sheriff's Department. By 
experiencing daily patrols of a police officer and 

. accompanying a narcotics officer, the teen criminals 
see firsthand the true consequences of societal crime. 
As one comrcentator not('!:d~ this show 11 inspires rather 
than exploits lt • 

Best Regards, 
,--~ 

~\j~ 
Enclosures 
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'lbe eII!eI'tIIlDmeAt ProllflDlll that deal Wltb the CODIeqUellCel of vloIeDCe Include tbe fo1IowbIa: 
On SUDday Ian. 21 (9-11 ~ET) Dean Sltldcwell.("Quamum Leap'), MIchael Orou ("Pamily

'Del') aDd i.1";;Key PW:e ~ Big Cblll') il8l ill "IIi !he LIJIe of Il!itY: 'lbe Prkc of VellSeanM • 
tbe aeventb"iilt1.e seriOi of bueiI maViDl about law iOIIforccrilllJn while I!~tbdr i~b. 
The World Premiere drama la abour hcirrifle effeCt of the deatb of a Los ~ Police Depanaw: 
detective who Isltallced and killed by a IlDIleader out for roveDle fOUoWiDl a roudno arrelL 
lCaImetb Kaufman aDd Tom Patchett are the execullve prodUcen of the IIIDvIe frOm Palcbell Kauf\1l,EntenaInmenI. . . 

On Wedaaday,laD. 26, NBC will rebroadcast the 'Law &; Order" episode 'Vo1111Ueen' (1()'11 
p.m. BT). After repeated haral&melll aod end.'ial'11~;rt, frumated nelahMn plot to rid tholr bloc. 
of a cleni.Dpd home1eu maD (SUell-ltar Marion or) wIIo baa "ildec! In fiont of their bulldlnJ 
for more thaD a year. '1be maD hal made a ritual of Icr~8mhlS obleenidea, thmnenlng bodily ham 
and ~en attacldrig rcsIdeDII 01 tbey enter the building. Pollee""" aocial-&ervlcc ageDcieI put th, 
DIaD In jail "umerQUI timu, but end! time he wu releued, he returned to the IIImII spot to liegin h: 
relsn ofterror apID. 

In final frustration, two of !be ieDlnll decide to take malterl into !beir DWD haDdl aDd plot to I' 
rid of hlm permaaeDtIy. 'lbelr murde:oUl a~t II UDIIIccelsfu!, aod !be hnmele .. maD Ident!"". 
hII auacl<ers. The prosecutor StaDe (Michaal MorIarty), fillda bimsclf fadDg a sympatbedc Jury of 
Nelli Yorker. all weary of the city" homelell problem. Jerry Orhadl,l:hrll Noth, S. Spellla
Merkenou, JW He~ and SteveD HW aUo ltar. KeDt Broadhurst, Stephen Melllllllo, Denis 
O'Hare aDd Nicholu Coile: aUo suest.ltar. (repeal of 9/29193) 

Dick Wolf and Ed Sherin aro !he cxeculive producen for Wolf FIlmI ill _clarion with Unlvenai 
Tc1evI&ion. Walon GreeD II !be c:o-accutlve producer. 

On Saturday,lau. 29, Dr. Harry WestoD lEmmv wimIer Richerd MuWnD) teachea a ~ patiOD1 
a lellon about flroarms the hard way On "Empiy Nelt.' In the el1lloGe 'UDder the Gun, Harry
tnall a 13.year-old boy fm aD ulcer lie hu dovel()lled because he Is belDl t_ed aDdtct:ed on ,
school Whet1 Harry and MaxiDe (Maraha Warfield) collfront !be boy~ih tholr l11IP that h. 
may be carryIiIg a sun, thc weapon dlachargeam bIIlmC """ oecideDteUy abOOtl~. Now 
mill dxth BeasOIl, ~ty Nest' wu crcatCd by SUiaD .• fm W1tt·1bomu-HarrlJ ProdUctlom. 
Paul J11II/Ief WIlt, Tony Thomas, SUSaD HarrIS, Pred Preeman aDd LLwrenee 1. Cohen are the 
executive producclL 

NBC'I pubUc-lervlee campalgn, 'The Marc You Know,' aIao adclreaaea aoc:Iotal viDleneo through 
a ICrieI of ~ IIDDO\IlIcem..,1I (PSAa) telacut nalioz:W!y and locaI1y. The current miDI 0 
&pOu, 'The More You Know About Violence PreYOllllon,, includes 20 PSAa UlinII NBC ItarI Katie 
Couric ("Today"), Paul Reise: ~ad About You'), A MartIDoz ("L.A.LLw'), Joey LLwrcnce 
('BlolIom'~ahne Maxwell Reid ('The Presb Princo of Bel.W), and CIiria Noth ("LLw ok 
Order") to thc daDgon of violence and encourage non-vioient rOioludona to conflict. A 
Iclect numbcr OUpOI! carry the toll·frec number of the Natloual Crime Prevendon· Council 
1-800,lWE-PRBVENT. . 

.... 
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A Peabody·Award.wlmdug proartm, "I'he More You XzIow" baa iDcluded :ZOO PSA& lUIeG itl 
_pdOD five_yClll ago; tho lpota have beGn viewed by _ thaD 190 miIlJ01I. poopIt: IA the PUI 
year &lODe. "I'Iw> More You Kli.:>w About Viol....... ' wu devel~ widl die II&IIitaDCe of varlOua 
~oDdOI. ~ the National. CrIme PrevendOD CouDdl. IhC CDC/NadoDBl CoIIIor for IDJwy
l'i'eveDIIcn and OIiItraI. the Harvard School of PublIc Healdl, tho VloIWo Prevemton PrQjott·_
D.A.R.B. BoilDolDg IA IIDIW'Y 1994, "The More You KIlDW AbODt Vlolellce PreveD1ioD" wI1I be 
:;aDdod to fiIclu.de addlllODal alrtIII1e for PSAs and incfelllod local community action by NBC 

11&101. . . I; 
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-- NBC 
'THE MORE yoU KNOW' 

NBC', public ICtYlec campaign 'T!ta More You Xnow' enl8red ill fIMI "'..,0 
lIIu y••r. The camp,i," was crUled 10 ril•• 'WHen ot III. i..... attcellA, , 
educal1on, Indudlng sucll obsw:les 10 succes,fuI cducad.on as -subJlanoe ahuu, vIoIecco , 

and teell pregoancy. Hundred. of 'Tho Mote You Know' pllbUc service 
announeemen... have be.n praduced and liirOd nationally and locally aillce lIIe 
prognun'. incopd.on, RIdling mon: lIlan 190 mlllion vieweta of NBC and III &!I'IIIaIcd , 
atadOlllWt _ alone. 

In 1992 NBC unvolled 'The More You Know Aboul VIolence ProventICIII,' • 
aeamCIII of the campaign addrelsln, violence. Thl. fall NBC pracluced an ~ 
ledos of 20 'The Mote You Know Aboul VIolence 1'rIMIII!cm' PSAI feaIIllInc NBC 
IIIXI ICa!lAI Cowie, Paw ReIser, A ManiJIez, 10ey La_ce. Daplme Maltwdl ReId 
and Cbds Nodi, alcns wkb Pat lUley of tho New York Knicb. 10 Id&bII&ht Iho danpn 
of'llialclall and enCOUrap IIOII-vloleilt Conlliet relOlullon. A IIIlect lIumber of tI!eIe 
IpOII carry the IOU-free infonnat1on. Une of t~ Nalional Crima ProventICIII ONn.cIJ, 
l..aco.WSP1UM!Nr. 

In praclucing "The More You Know' apotI and tcIated ma/IIriaIl lot 111 atml..., 
NBC COI'IIu1II with a variety of "'lU'"d~naI and aod&1 aerviee c:xpeIU. 'The More You 
Know About Violence Provendon' SPOil w .... dcYeIoped. ~ Ibe auII1:aru:e of IIIe 
Nalional Crtme l'I:ovend.on Couru:il. tho c.w lot DIsc:uG ConIroIINalicnal CCIIIa' lor 
lIIJury PIIIVend.on and Control, the U.S. Dcpanmenl of Health and Human savlcu, 
D.A.R.E. and Iho Ham:d School of Mile Keallh. 

In addllion to aitlne 'The More YOII XIIow' apolS, NBC affll!alel provide 
C\'W'lOOlll1lpport -for tile program. II POlter ctudy Julde 1& boinl developed In 
conJundII:ln with 'The More You Know About VIoIenco 'teYaltion& campalp. to be 
dislribulod to jullior blah scboolJ &CrOU the U.S. by NBC and III atflliaw. 

'The More You Know' campalan has received nwnen>ul awarda iIIcludi", tho 
Peabody Award (1993) and the President'l Cltallon for .riVI.lO Sector In\daUv.. 
(1990). The campaian hal WO been honored by the Nalh:maIl!dueelion Mcoc::Iad.on, 
the National Conf.....nce of Chriltlllli 11\(\ 10wI, the Nadonal Commi.alon A,alnll 1 

ONnk Dri~ and various ste.IO Ud local educad.on and aocIal ~Ice gmupI. 

MEDIA CONTACTSI 
Mary Neaaoy, Corpollite Communlcetlons. 2121664-6455 
Ell.. HamUIO., l!n~mentp~ II. Publicity, 8l8JJl4O.3637 ...-

J.an\W")l I994 I 
Por editDtlll j,j,H relAUve to Nee bmadtu" lInly. All 011'10' tlgtrca r.t.r4d. C Na1IoMl ~~,r '~ 

I 

http:educad.on
http:Mcoc::Iad.on
http:PIIIVend.on
http:l'I:ovend.on
http:incopd.on
http:cducad.on


IIIICl lflii. lI!XlIMl'NZS v:t0LEllc:E IN »IUl:CA, WU!I: OJ' ~. 23~U, 
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1q'l'H • AllBUCA 'l'HlI V%O=I FID UP AlII) HCll!'J:tIIO lACK' 

NBC Newe' oomp~ah.ft.lve, 41v1.ion-v148 ....ift.~~n ot violenoe fn 
Alllerl0ll, "MlIllt'1oa QO Violent.1 Fa4 Up an4 '141'IIt1n; aeCl!.. ft vUl bo 
broeoo.at sUh4ay tbrDUQh Saturday, Jan. 2~-a9. D~1n; that par104.
IIIIC N.W. ¥ill 4eyote • __iv. t1u aM r..o""c•• to' an in-4epQ loCl!. 
at Ofte ot the most ~oublin~ aM pervasive laauea.tacin;/Mar1cana
t04ay. TItle oonei4ar&ble pro1ect vill be one of the ooot. th~o.;h
_inati.."" ot tha se,eot ull4e"aken by a netwod: to oate. 

Tb. focua of NBC Newe' O0Y8r~e will ~ on solut1ona, vb&t paople 
can 40 aM are doln; 1:0 ti;ht baa!< aM reqain control ot thatz. 11 v ••• 
Topic. wl11 inolUd. Qe .'tects of urban violence on Chi14renl how 
the peop18 wh.. ahoul4n't. oan .t111 •••ily bUy ;un., violenoo on 
te18vialon new., .n4 how f.oili.. are coping with violenoe. Dthe~ 
topi08 w1l1 inolude lIow ~olloe offioers 4eal with the a~ee. ot 
lnoraa.ln; viol.no., arime .;ainat bo.inD•••• ' preventing crlme on 
oampuaea and h1pwaysl aM how victims arc &8sertln; t!tair ri;bta. ' 

NBC affl1lat.. vill play a ma10r rola in thi. e~~o~t. At~114ata. 
vill boo ottared tapad paakaq .... an4 local tie-in opport\l,l\iti_ eo tha;,
IISC a1:&t1ons a=o.. Qa OOUfttry vill be able to ba a part of thla j
unlquG pro~act. The network wl11 alao work olo.ely with Nev.· 
Channel, IIC'a aftiliate neva 88~ic•• to aft8Ura that .at..r1ali 
4aal11'1g with violen.... can be use4 by every IIIIC Gtatlon. ' 

I!&ch ot NBC 1I1lY8' prOqrUIII - 1rlolUdinq "Today," Millie 111\llll:ly lie",
I 

with Tom Brokaw,••IIOW with '1'00 Brokaw, Katie Caurl0,· "nat,11"
IIBC,' "IIBC HaVII at aunrle.,· "Hae;, the Pr....• 'AI'I4 tha w""kend. 
edition" of "Today· - will loa 1nvo1"" .l.n this 1mportant ~.rl:. 

IIC Nawe bas al~a.dY b••n p~ovld1n; solution-d.r!"an programming,
15P",,;l.1'1cally with ..rba on "WCl 1I1qbt.ly lIew,,- such a. ·Soo!aty UDdar 
S1ege" and ",aml11ee in crisia." Each Of tho.e,8a~1e. axam1nad 
41ftareftt problaaa now tac1nq )a.~1"an. on a 4a11y baa1s, but alao 
0::ere4 aOlutiona by looking .t innovativA waya avera;o 011:1&ana are 
try1ng to 4eal wlth thoee 1'1:0101.... 

IIBDIA COlITAC'l'SI 
8ath Comet.ook, lIewe lfttcraation. 212/"'-3720
Kathar1ne KOQuay, Navs ll'ltcr.atlon, 212/"'-2265 

lie-lillY York, 13/1.", 
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HIT SERIES 'BLOSSOM' TACKLES TOPIC OF SCHOOL VIOLENCE 

IN SPECIAL EPISOOE TO BE TELECJ\ST ON NBC OCTOBER 25 

NBC, 'Blossom' Producers. USA Weekend Maqazine 

Join Forces to Address Critical Issue 

NBC-TV and th" prOducers of the hit co",edy series "Blossom" have 
joined forces with the nation's third-larqest maqazine, USA Weekend, 
to create a speCial "Blosso"," episode that addresses the tragic 
presence of violence in taday's schools. The episade, titled ",38 
Special," will be telecast Monday. OCt, 25 (8: 30-9 p.m. ET). 1In the episodo, Blossom (Mayim Bialik) becomes alarmed when she 
seGS a gun in a classmate's (guest-star Oevon Gummarshall) locker, I 
and she strugqlus with the decision of whether to report the student 
to school authorities. The episode will feature two ot the 65,000 
teens that responded to USA Weekend's school-safety survey earlier 
this year. Series star Ted Wass directs. 

Said UBlossom" creator and executive producer Don Reo: It I am 
horrified by tho statistics on violence in schoole, and this is an 
issue we canlt ignore. We hope this episode makes mora people aware 
at the probl..... which hopefully is the first step toward a solution." 

NBC's liThe More You Know l , public-service campa.iqn continues with 
its commitment to increase public awareness or the important· social 
issues that affect today's young ohildren and teens. Same of the 
stars who have participated in this campaiqn include Joey Lawrence of 
"8lossom" and Karyn Parsons of NBC's uThe Fresh prince of Bel-Air~ n i 

,.. J
Tho NBC Television Stations and NBC affiliatee nationwide will run ispots looally, tying-in to looal news programs and engaging in viewer 

support by implementinq community outreach efforts. The stations are 
provided with PSA copy, news-story suggestions and footage. how-to 
activity ideas, and resource and referral information to implement
the campaiqn locally, 

, 
Said Dr. Rosalyn weinman. Vice President, Broadcast standards & I 

Practices, NBC: ItLast year t the. c:ampa.iqn focused on the critica~ ,rise in teenaqe violence. This new set of public-service
announcelI1ents wi,ll also toCU& on teen violence plus tarqat a broader 
audience, includinq adults. We feel it is important to include . 
parental responsibility and oommunity involvement in this p~ase otl 
the campaiqn. We hope to maKe a stronq impact on this problem an~ J Jpromote positive values. tl 

In a recent .urvey prepared for the Harvard Sehool of Public 
Health, S9 percent of surveyed school children in sixth through
twelfth grade said they "cQuld get a handgun if they wanted one." 
The poll also revealed that 22 percent of those surveyed said they
carried a weapon (gun, knife, and so forth) to schOOl during this 
school year~ Furthermore, aCQOrdinq to USA Weekend's survey, 37 
pereene of its taen readers faal unsafe at school* 

said Dr, Jay Winsten, Associate Dean ot the Harvard School of 
Public Health and Director of the Harvard project on GUns, Violence 
and public Health' ".38 Special' per~orms an important public 
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CBS 


Listed orqanizations 

Praston Paddan, &xecutiva vice Pre.ident, 
Aftiliate Relations, Fox Broadcasting

Jay L. lCr:i.eqel, Senior viee Presidant, CBS Inc. 

National Coalition Against Violence 

oaeember 21, 1993 

----------------------------~.-------------------------for several months, WQ have ~eQn working with various 
rel i9'10u. # educat.ional. 9overn.ll)Qnt and soeial 
organizationa to d••iqn a coordinated national campaign
against violence. 

Based on these discussions, Wct have developed II structure 
for launching such an eftort in early 199. and hops that 
you and your organization viII ~oin us in this campaign. 

On bellalt of Ue CBS and Fox television not-Work., we 
would like to invito you to attend an organizational 
mut1n'1 in lIashington on Monday, .1anulfl&-y 3. At this 
maat1n9, we will screen the one-hour n.twork television 
pro9ram uxids Kl11inq Kid." Wh1ch WQ plan to broadcast 
jointly in ....rly March. W. hopo tll1a program, whieh 
include. four casa h.iatories of teenagers usin9' qunsl 
wilt b. broado"at Iimul~An.ou'l~ on many bro"d~a.t 
statione and cable ohaMdu (without """"",,,:'eio,1,, I trom 8
g p.m. on " achoo1 night in Karch. 

Many of youx:' organizations have expressed enthus.iasm 
about p"rticipating in a broad national eoaliti"n ..",ain.. t 
violCince. We therefore hope that this proqraro can serve, 
not JUBt as an important hour of t.levivion, but also as 
a catalyat for t~miliest schools and churches, .a well 8S 
other aocial and communal organizations, to &n98ge in a 
national dis:cussion of the iSBu•• of youth violence, quns
and parsona1 rCGpons1bl1ity. 

we hope you will join vith us tor this me..Unq to ,HecuBs 
ways. in which we can work together on this important
prcblem. 

While WA apolo~i.e for c.llin~ • meetinq on sueh short 
netice immediately atter a holiday weekend, m~ny or you
havn indicated how important it would be for your 
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partidipa~ion to be able to view this proqram and learn 

about other planna" a.ctivities al soon as pc••1ble &0 you. 

can start to eo~unicate and plan with your own 

orvani.zations. 


to ai4 in your consideration, we hope to .end you in the 

next tav days a brief summary of the talevision pro9ram

and an outline ot BonG proposals of how various 

orqaniz&tions and conat1tuancles could participate in the 

launoh Of this National Coalition ~ain.t Violence. 


Pl•••e toal tree to recommend other or9cnilctions thst 

"hou.14 b. invited to attend as we ".ek to have this 

oampai9n ." lnelusionary aA possible. For that, and any 

other questions, oal1 Jay Krieqal at CBS, 212/975-1515 or 

Fax: 212/975-6488. 


Happy Holidays. 

Mon4ay, 3anuary 3 
2:00 .... :00 p.m. 

ANA W••tin Hotel 

2401 H Street, N.W. 

Waohil'lqton, D.C . 


. Room: "The Thaa.t!'a,r 

R.S .. V.P" 
behel Fr1,,481 
30a/457-4508 
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Broadcaat Networka, 
CBS Martin rranks 202/45'-4501 202/62.~0801 

NBC Jil!! !l"". 202/637-4531 202/637-4348
ABC Mark McCarthy ~02/S81-7744 202/881-7854 
FOY. Preston Padden 202/895-3190 202/895-3193 
PBS Jennifer La"aon 703/739-5163 703/73i-0775 

B, cqJ. ut!!O;Jc11. 
, -. - HBO Micbael Fuchs ~U/S12-U64 2l~/S12-408B , , '.

1'urn.r Tad Turn.r 404/827-1717 404/82'-1575 
Viaeom Frank !lioneli 212/l58-6314 212/258-U58 

Tom 'toeaeon U2/258-8310 212/258-8303 
USA Kay Koplovit:z a12/408'~700 212/408-8863 
BET Bob Johnson 2021331-5260 202/338-31182 

c. Q%goAlI&tignll 
MPAA Jack valenti 202/293-1966 202/452-9823 
NC'rA D.oker Anstrom 202/775-3651 202/175-3695 
NAB Z4die Frit:z 202/429-5445 202/429-5410 
l~ Jim Hedlund 202/887-1970 202/887-0959 
NfA cathy BlaCk 703/648-l000 ?03/~20-0046 
RlAA Jay B.rrnan 202/775-0101 202/775-7253 
MPA Don ~umme~feld 212/752-0055 212/223-6375 
Am.~ican ASloc1atlon of Advert1elng AgenCies 

~ohn O'Toole, President 
212/682-2500 2.2/682-8391

Association of Na~ional Advert1.ers 
DeWitt F. Holm, Jr" Preai4ent 
212/69'-5950 212/661-80!7 
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GOVBRDlD 

National Gov.~or'a Association 
Raymond c. Scheppach, Executive Director 

~o~/e2.-5300 202/624-5313 
National A.aociation at Countias 

J;.arry iii, Naake, Executive D1roctor 
202/3'3-6226 202/737-0480 

National Con~.r.nca of stat. L.~islA~urAB 
carl TUbb••inq, oirector o~ $Aloa and Fed. Rels. 

202/624-5400 202/737-1069 
National League ot oities 

Frank H. Shafroth, DJ.reC1:0r of Policy and Fad. R..la. 
202/626-3000 202/62~-3043 

U.S. Conference of Mayore 
J. 	Thomas cochran, EX6cutiv. Director 


202/293-7330 202/293-2352 


loU Illll7OBC!lIIIIm 
Federal Or«or of Polloe (roP)

Don Cahill 703/914-093. 103/914-0916

Internatlonal Brotherhood at police Officers (lBPO) 


Chris Sulllvan 703/979-02'0 703/979-0294 

Major Clties.Chiefs (Meel

Mark Spurrier 410/887-2201 410/B87-4"8

National Association of Po11=e Organizations (NAPO) 


Robart scully 202/842-4420 202/B42-4396

National Sherttts' Assoeletlon (NIA) 

Malinda ~nd 703/836-7827 70J/838-~3~O 

Intarnatienal AI.oeiation of Chiefs ot Police (IACPl


Kevin Patrick 703/836-6167 703/836-4543 


lI:aith Q"iqer 202/822-7020 202/822-7914 
Lyle lIoHton 202/822-7215 202/822-7292

AFT Al Shanker 202/879-4440 202/879-4545 
Claude Dunoan 2021879-4596 202/819-4556

National PTA 
Arnold fGiG 202/331-1390 202/331-1406

N4tianal school Beard. Association 
~.rry Floyd 703/838-6722 703/683-7$90

National A880C. of Secondary school Principals 
T~ lI:oerner 70l/860-0200 703/,76-5432 

The American A.80=, ot school Administrators 
Gary Marx 703/875-0737 703/528-.146

National Assoc. of El.~.ntary SChool Principals 
June Million 703/684-3345 703/S49-S568

Nat10nal Catholic ~ducatlon Assoc. 
Sister Catnerine MeNa~Ae 

202/337-6232 202/333-6706 
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IILltZOVg AIl%Lt&TXgwS
WIse - Waahin9ton IntarrGllg10n stafr Council 

& Baptist Joint Commis&lon 
Or. JaaQa DUnn 202/544-4226 .02/544-2094 

Na~ional Council ot Church. 
The Rev. Dr. Joan Brown Campball 212/870-2511

catholio Biahope conf.re~a 
x.qr. Robert Lynch 202/541-3100 202/541-3166 

Synaqo;ue council of Amerioa (Reliqlous Action Center) 
Rabbi David Saperstein 202/387-2800 202/667-9070 

Evanqelical. for Social Action 
Ron S~der 215/843-9269 or 645-9354 215/645-9395 
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I!Illir;.aL l\II1) U!lLD 
A=nrlcan Medical Aasoclation 

Xal:"!laret Danaher Garilc.. 202/189-7409 202/789-7485 
Amnr1can Nurse. Association 

Vi..~inla Trotter-Bett& 202/554-4444 202/554-2262 
National Assoc, ot social Workers 

, "Sheldon Goldstein 202/33.-8200 202/336-8310 . 
American Aoaa.my of podiatrics 

J"niB OUerney 202/347-8600 202/39l-6137 
Am~rioan Coll.qe of Emerqanoy Physioians 

. '~Se.pyani. A. Xennen 202/728-Q~lO 202/728-0617
American PsychiAtric Association 

~thy BUllivan 202/682-6322 202/6B2-6287 
Amerioan PSycholo9ical A••oeiation 

B....bara J. Calkin. 202/955-7673 202/955-76B9 
American Public Health A.soclatlon 

Richard Gilbert 202/789-5661 202/789-5661 

LUI 
AB~ Bruce ~icholBcn 202/))1-2685 302/331-2320 

http:I!Illir;.aL
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8ZBQVBCI OBGAlIIA:IONS 
National RAinbow coalition 

8ev. Jesse JaCkson 202/728-1180 202/728-1192 
Handgun Control 

8iQhArd Acorn 202/898-0792 202/371-9615 
Pacific Canter for violencQ Prevention 

Andrew MoGuire 415/:85-1793 415/282-2563 
Children'. Defense Fund 

Karion Wri9ht Edelman 202/628-8787 202/662-3580 
Hattie Ruttenberg 202/662-3596 202/662-3540 

NAACP 
Benjamin Chavis 410/358-8900 410/488-9257 

League ot WOllen voter. 
Lloyd L<lonard 202/4U-1965 202/429-0854

American A ••ociation of Retired Persons 
John Bothar 

TIM CBEr 
Matlna Horner 

ZOIDiPNlIOJIlI 
conrad Hilton • BEST foundation 

Brad Sales 
Aaron Diall>Ond foundation. 

Vin .... nt McGee 
Chariae RaYSOn FOUndation 

Lisa Goldberg 
Joyce Foundation 

Del>l>y IAff 
William c••par GrauGtain memorial fund 

202/434-3704 202/434-3714 

212/91~-6240 212/918-6230 

818/382-3860 818/382-2882 

212/757-7680 212/262-0646 

212/935-3340 212/688-0633 

312/782-246. 312/782-4160 

Day!4 N.... 
A.L. 	Hailman Foundation 

LIIl:la Lynch 
New York Communlty Trust 

Joyce lIev. 
Tides Found~tlon 

.:rim Brown" 
Public 	Wslfa~e Foundation 

lArry Kra.lley 

203/498-6036 a03/49e-6078 

914/681-4448 914/681-5182 

212/686-0010 ><S52 U2/'3~-8528 

202/833-4663 202/833-U70 

202/965-1800 202/625-1148 

.' 

. " 

. '. 
. . 

. " 
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Ll\1IQl!
AlL-era 

Robart K. McGlotton 202/637-5000 202/631-5058 
Byron Cbadton 202/637-5000 202/637-5058 

A.F,S.C.)I.E.
Caryl Vont: 202/429-1175 202/429/U93 

': 	 .. . 
i\;'~/lma!!'. 	 -} 

' 

.' , -,;,National 8aak&tball AS50ciat1on 
Davi4 stern 212/826-7000 212/888-7931 , , ~ 

National Football Laaqua
Paul TaqUabu. 212/7SS-1SOO 212/826-3454 

Kajor !Qaqu. Baseball 
Bud $Oli9 414/933-4114 414/933-4655

National COll.~iate Athletic Association 
cadric Dempsey 913/339-1908 913/339-0038 

IU1S;n!UI 
National Association of Manutaoturers 

Jerry J. Ja.1nowski, pr••1dent 
202/'37-3000 202/637-3182 

~.1ne8B Roundtable 
Samuel L. M4ury, Exeoutive Oi~&eto~ 

202/872-1260 202/466-3509.
Che.mber of CoWllaroa 

Dr. Richard L. r.alh.r, President 
202/659-6000 202/463-5836

National Federation of Independent a~s1nesses 
s. 	JaCkson Faris, Pre.,dent .n~ CEO 


202/554-9000 202/55.-2470

Business tor Socia1 RQspon.~b11ty 

Kichael Levett, Executiye Di~aetor 
202/842-5400 202/842-3135 

KIBCBLLJHIOUR apsItiiSi
Scho1a8tic Ma9azine 

Dick Robinson 212/343-6740 212/343--6701
American Airlines 

Ed Faberman 202/857-4221 202/8S7-424~ 
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.fl& NBC 
N__23,I993 

Tho 'IfoIIorable I IIIltIlteI>o 
AItorIIey 0eneraI 
U.s. Dtplllloall otl'" 

CoutiIutIaII A_a 10th SlrIIl, N.W. 

w~ D.C. 20530 


DUt GeAmI bno: 

1111& fIIIPO!IIe hu been propued qulddy to fellow up 1ho wry II'ank and producIIw
lMI!ItIna you l'Iq1I08Ied laIt WI:dc. wIIh I'IIpf'eMIIIaIlvos ottbo ctuIIw Induatry. 0Ivcn the 
&bon IIIIOIIIIt ot_ tInce!he meedJI& thiJ rlljlOlUli NIlICII tIlo YIawI otNBC, &0lIl 
~ ud cso ll;)bon Wris/ll on down; but n011ll)' otthe other particip8llt.ln I6at 
weok'a 1II/IIIUIs. 

We applaud PmldIIIt Clinton's aQII..vIolellCe lnitiativo and your bIaIorio and 0I!I0ini 
ocmmllfnOftllC ad4teu !he root caulOl ofilia vloI_ epidemic np.a I/IrousbOut our 
eoeicty. No cthet problem today hu grIIIICIr eoneequencel or po... a more complOl< 
ehallllllJlalbr every "amant or1OCHIy. You have cball...ged ilia entire entemh!monl 
IndWl!ly to rcduee !he!oYOl oEvIoJ_lCtOIIlhe ttlevII!on lancllc8pe and to UIC !lie 
poWl!( ot!he medium 10 IhIno a apotll8ht on !he epldemlo otvlollftCe In our tcelOIy. 
NBC aocoplt your chalJtmse. 

/U We ""ve indicated I\U!NII'OU' dm." volllDtuy ectlo.... apIer toy on poaItivo \1181 
oftllo media and ooIlabat1r1vo oftbrIa hetv;-. SOvemmolll and tIIo OIIIlII:\IIomAaI.lndullly,
will. In !he end, !!lib a &r 8ft'&Ier COIIlribulkm til and·vlol....e oIfol1. than the intnII.M; 
_ 	 now pendlna in tho ColIIIfCII- and, do 10 without 811)' unintended 
oo~ellhat could reIUIlltoml.pladOll. 

. " .' ...	WIth thia in mind. we boIItve lhe eft'oI1I NBC hu uncIetIaJceft !!aYe ad1!ev«I ruI resulu ... " ..... ..~. 
and provide nlhmowork fbr 0Iher1 to !bllow. At lIIe lime dme, we plan, ., outlined III 
till. letter. to IIndenako ibtther ectlon. Indudins oddlti.1IIl pro-aoclal proarammlng and 
..,lIAboralive ef!bltI witb govemmoIII. Our prop.sall.cluda stopa thaI we heHeve win: 

http:particip8llt.ln


You imptUHd upon all OrUI tha need 10 demon_a _1'OIUlII, Hero they 11'0: 
Toclay iIIe 'lop 2J protp'lll'll 01\ tha bl'Oldcut 1ICtWOrk4 QOIII/It of_\IIoIcat IIIooms. 
__ m.,.P!na IhowI and • h,l!lH\oW)letII dtImu. AI thaMfl-.mll St4r t11fII 
7'H~ reoem.\y _III l1li comparison of_de pt08IIIIIIIIIq ovt:tlllc Jut 2!l ~: 
'T"""Y.1IImam n...,. _de TV II. walk In Iho pad:.' 'l'hII1mprovomeIll1l molt 
~ lIII011& and bell demoaItrf.te4 bJ. tb6!1e1W011c btIladcut ~ 
waIChCd bJ ohIlclrell: l1li ~ 680 the lOP ten obtIwa !hey WItdIed IndudIId IbIIr actI_ 
AdWlllllll'Ol; today, tbort 11'0 l1OlIO, ' 

Por docadell, tho btIl,dcut IItIWOtb l1li"" III&IIItalI1eIt a I}'JtcnI of.. l1li4 ballacee. 
wIo!rllby d!Ill&lIIf, IIMtIiserl ud our IIIdionce proWIo eoM!IIIt tI=ccIbad< 00 tho 
aullabililyofour prosrammil\l!' Moroover, chI _Ilea IIave maintained an inI\UIructuto 
wIwnIn IIII!111!re &iliffof&tw!arcIa cdIIor& mDIIItor polldel that ellmIne.Io .,.wiloul 
YloI_1IIII determine the appropriate time oobedullng !'or Ihcwalhalllave any \IIolent00_ wba~. MOIII_tly. tho IItIWOtb have colltlnued 10 talco tha hlduscry. 
!oed bJ empIoyif\I! parental edYIIori.. 011 prosrami (and In thclr promo.) that _aln 
YloIIIIIt lllAtarill. All ruull orlhao actIo.s, many ideu IUbmlttcd Ibrptoduodon.....,. 
maIce it 01lIO '" network lChedUle. Movi...... edited IXlIruily tor _de te1OY111on. 
AIId, all notworIe prosrammJl\I! i, 'limHkIIIed' 10 _ tIw aduJ!..orICIIIed fiIre tuIII 
0QIy III 1111 0V\IIIlng hcuI1 when ehlJdten comprise a _U... Iharo otl1lo vIowina w1i1lllCt,

"·"·"-:'h·'·""'~'·>_''''';·'·' .~ ..". '~~"'. , "'" " ._" .,' _:, .... _\,. .....'"... ""' .... ',•.. J",>,,,_••• 

~, 1111 Importanllo ""'" !IIat allofthaae steps made bJ th' networkJ will blYO & 
_mal cfI't:tt ofteducll\l! Ibe ovmUlIIlOIIIII oflliol..o, IhOWII on Ielevlsion UIItlItho 
otIIer media cntItloI and In.IIIIencal on chUdr&l\ match til..eIfbIU. n.llU\loriIy of 
vloIenoe an llIe air II du.1o Ill. proIi!bralion of_dechamell, both Cable and 
bro&dcut, who otten Ibow uncut, unedl* ~. or actIon-dnlmu. wb!ch air when 
~ are much more IlkeIy 10 b. WItdIlna. Therllfln. Itll!ll! AAU!d comiDoo I\Il!Q' 
comllfllllor bUbe v1doo marIcatIlIW Ie match tho broadwt network IIOIicIIII. !he gyerall 
!mll efylo!onq QD tc!RYjaiQQ _lsi b. _cod enotmOlll!y. 

NBC il rIDW Itt. poIillon to build upon our progma III dMioping IIId m.lliloril\l! 
guldellllu ror vIolem _lfIIt, Th. ","uch Mark ltoHnbers and lho Centerllbr 01__ 
ConIrol and PnMlntion .... dohlS eould be Invaluable, Clearly, 100 llttI.........eh hat 
eOl\lel'Od 011 dotcrmJnlnS tho mOlllocially COllIIrIIOtl\<e manner Ibr dop!CIlns violence, 
ThonIIbre, _lIItend 10 work cIoae!y with MarIe and oflllf whaIover IU.IiIt&nce we 0111 hi 
order 10 make hIa roauron &I ro!evant and IUOIIII II POulblo. 

. lIIm111l "",.m... Abol\1 'oCi.,,1 Vlolm", 

NBC alia ilaftd. toady to hama. tha powot oflbe IUIIWOfIc, in lhe ...... wlli.eeI bolow. 
In order 10 8glit th. srcwlns epldemlc otlliol..,.,.1n Amarica. 

http:ellmIne.Io


'. 	
P,S 

In the 1m fIlnew. todAy, our network and !he 'I'Ut majorlly atour ,filII,..adI d.yo~ 
IhoUWlda othouI1 everyyear 10 IIOWIIIIpOIU ihat Worm die ~_ about vIol_ Por 
IIIfIDlIllo, 0\11' owned IIadon In the clty atNew YOIt, WNBC. hu hom ruMina A IIIOIIIb 
Iona wi.. 00 ilia ptoIit'IraIlOll ofjIIllI'. jIIllI relalod ~cI_~11heNN Yotk 
-. A f'ew """*" oao. 111 ooqjuncdort wilh NBC'I noMom Yqy Know "'II'ftPIl8n. 
NIIC N_1oouHd OIlltori.. lllat p!CtllOtod tIIo valuo ot. SOOd oducali.... and proWled 
mod... ofllOlloYfol<lln conl!lct .....,ludon. Mcro attbIJ typo of~ Ii beIIIs 
pIaMod. 

For ....mpkl. NBC News will d_ an ~'8JIIweak In 1111l\WY atlll IlII'IYOrk 
NlIhIlY N.... ond _ atlll lime 1ItIW.1hoWI (t." 104&10 DatoI!!t.. MtiGlIhI!rf!A! 
Haw. NBC Newt! at 5uodM) to probln,a the root _ ofsocia vIolenco, what \l1li he 
done. and whalll nol beIn.i.do.. tIbmII iI. 

011 the enlortailll'l'lOlllllde, we b_1I1eorpol'lltod anumb., oflmportant ~R_ into 
ahtIws with larse audi_ atcll!l4Nft and will oontinua to do..,. SImil&IIy, our moviel 
atthe wool: have Indw!ecI pnl-eoc!Allhemollhal not ollly enIeI'Iain. but en!lgIum our 
adult IIl6IIee. Wol'llC<llllly aired 'Sballered TnlIII: TIle SbarlltatMy SIoIy: litdie end 
atwll!ch '\VII fill apub6c leMca announcement tbr ~ oeeldna lIIOtolnlbrmlllloo 
lIbaut cblIci abult. Thl. RIIIltaclln aver 4,000 Qlli comins into a CHILl:lHBLP hOllina 
-.urad In the PSIt.. 

AddItlOIIlIlIy, u a lip at0\11' 01lI01"1 cotGII1ltment to pto-IOC!al ~II thai dutt 
. wld! lOdeIal yJoIw:., early in 1994, NBC wID tdr an S4ward 1. Olmos tIIIlIo\'IoIeIIct 
~. L!ycr. in HUAfl!. and • fIlcI-buocI prosram, KId" Da Cop. wh!eh contains 
twa atories about COP' who 011 their OWII time make a ~ to tum lcIdt IIveo around.. 
Thcsc proareml could _ u a vehicle to b1shfi11ht the AdmlnIlln.llon',launch ofany 
DOW lJ1Ii.vIolenco InldatI.... They -'d alto be _ as .. catal)'ll for Ibo broldout of 

•MWt proSJUIIIhal-'d I\Iatu1e the Prcsidlllll, you at other cabinet memb..... for 
CIWI1pI•. T~ atati.,... coul.t be enco;ngod to -.u .. JoQl new. stories !hit 
complomoot the IhoWi. By iovolvlna poupolike tho NlIIonal PTA and Nl!A, KIIooil 
WOIIId be aida to UlOlhae proaratlll U a Clltlioulum tool. 

AI yell arc AWII'C, NBC hal &110 ~ uliiiziftS publlc IOrvIce IJIDOUIICOIIIOftIa to pramote 
and-vIclWleIllld othIJ" pro-eoc!Al then!tllhroush The MAce You &:now oampaIp Ibis 
....00. llocenIlIIICeeISOS with public hoalth loIbtmation and educalion _palpt (e." 
AIDS pm-tion) Nasest tbatslmllv efIbrIIlhrougb Tho MAre You Know can b. 
imporlllll partl oCthe public health Ippnlach 10 vIolenca prtVOIItion. Theretor.. In !be 
eomiog IIIOIIthI. lkMace You Know campalp wID: 

• 	 let people know that vIolonce it • preveolahle problem and II panmlB and citlZll'll we 
aIllhw tho rllllJCWlbatlY 10 reduce it; 



P.' 


• 	 live hope to btdl\liduaIJ 8Ili! COI!IIIIIInitie 11)' provIdIna examples otMn-Yiolens 

oollftli:t r.mludOll and teeImICl\le.1bat youngtI.... ClIft cuily adOpt; 


• 	 Iftd pmvI6...,11 .... -= IntbnnIIIIoa to uolIIlndIWIWIlt aIld OOIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 
oombIIIn& viol--. 

Alimporlult u'our nlllQIIIII r-.h iJ, the _ orilll)l1IIIkIcIeDoe pn:!8I'IlII will 
depend mllII adljltablllly 10 '-IlIOlMIlIIIitiel. l'OI' InIIIIIIf!t, "The Mift YovlCnow" 
PSA's oftJm pn:Mdt an 800 number, ortU _ or. JOVIIIIIII*IIIF'C)'OCIIIIIQIIIII_ 
pdOIJIllIndon, but "- apots aro _ bendclal wllelllOilIIlIIIIont lallor them in 
mder to direct m-ed iIIdMIuaIa to proaYIII\I or orjM!ptI_blaecllII thdt_ 
C<IIIIIIIIIIIII Ad.<IlIIalWIy, alocal CCIIIIII1IIIIIt aCIIoII COIDJIOIICID". crillool 1>1_at 
lIlY I"Iblic aeMoe campalan. TIle tedcnlaowmlllOlllllu ... iIDpmUJIt role to play hero, 
too, by I~ aaenetet.and Iheit orfll"'gtlOlll wblch _ help. NBC aIreI4y WOIb 
willi ChIldren" DellnM J\md, DAR!!, CDC. and many odIert. but there .... many ocher 
reIaII<IIUIblpa Ibat could be prodUotive -I.." ~National SetvIoe I'tOf!I'III'\, Teed!« 
eo."., lob emp., and .,,,nmunlty poIIdna. 

In~ a (IOUp]e orIIWIIIIWY~: we b<III_1bat NBC euendalI)' IIu JllllIII . 
bouae III C!l'der 11)' oIlmiMIIna graIlIitoul vlo!el!ca!tom our ~, I"'O"Idbls advIaoriea 
wIlea appropdate, and pra.¢IIclng lime-alouiftI. Wo are i:OIIIinuaIIy IMIIvIa& ourbroadcast 
IIandIrdI pallcies with pa:IlcuIu care 10 thOIO liIw ilhows1lllllch conlillll vloIeIIce. I'n 
ad6Ilim1 we have taken many p~.ldve ItepI 011 our own ID promOt6 pro-IOCIII bel!Mor 
and have ~ tlda pial! 10 Ii'" you additionalldw ottlus waya the btd\llll'y CIJl 

IlOIIIrihIIto. 

TIle IfOlullllly II'am<:wott 6cacdbod here. !lOt so-rqu\alicn, I. tho 0I\Iy W&"f ID 
_mplWl OW' nustual ga&1J wIIIl& preo~ the croad", hodom IIld spirit otthe 
entaUInmentllldull!Y. BIIt lIldI velulltlty eIfbrta _ iUoeeed ill the media laIIdlOlPO 

. otlbo.lll9O'lo unlcu all video oompotllOl1- cable, 8)'lldlcatort, lIIdepelldent 1IIlio.u, homo 
video, video pIMI, IIILIIIc \'Ideot, movlo 1I01illoa and broadcall nctworkt·· ombrace 
tba. 

Together, government and the media can b. an _cully paworfUl team 1Il"1!1bu 

vIolcI!oo ...".. our nallon. 




. I 


Et/'t'd 

TO: 	 Oavid GeX'1;!en 
Peter Edelman 
Rahm Emmanuel 
Jody Greenstone 
IIruee Read 
Ricki Seidman 
GeOX'1;!B stephanopolous
Christine 	Varney 

202/456·2883 
202/ 
202/456·6423 
202/456-2883 
202/456-7028 
202/456-2461 
2021456-6703 
202/456-2983 



CBS 

CIa lilt., lit WW! 62 6ifMI: 

,. '1'OI't. NtwMlOtllt 

{I11)1I7f.161S 

J:I1L.KrlIgal
IoM:lrVlca Pl'tlldlnt 

TO, 	 Dav1d Gergen 
counsellor to the Preai<lent 
The White HolI"e 

FROM: 	 :ray L. Kriegel 

DATE: 	 february 17, 1994 

RE: 	 A Week or Anti-Violence Activ1ties ----..-----------..~-----------~-------------.----As we finalize our plans for a week of anti-violence 
activities, I wanted to provide you and your colleaqllee
with a status report. 

A broad rang" ot national or9'anlzations have now come 
t09'ethar to sponsor .. woek ot activit1as acrosa the 
country toclls1n9' on youth violence, guns, alternative to 
conflict, 	personal responsibility, ate. The core qroups
involved are the national education ol:'9'anlzations (NEA,
AFT, sohool boards, principals, etc, J and the maj or 
religious denominations (National COUllo!l Of Churchee. 
Catholio Bishops' Conference, Baptist Joint Commission, 
I':van'1,,11ol1ls, Synagoque Counoil, Black Churches) , 
Additionally, major orqanizations for mayors, polioe,
medical and le9'8 1 , civil rights, youth services, 
business. 	~d1a, etc~ are all participatinq. 

Rather than appearin9' to form a n..... or9'anization or 
"coalition, tI the groups have chQ&en to join toqether tor 
this one wesk of aotivities to be conducted in citiae 
across the nation, and. not to have a national 
organizational structure. The .. ntire weel< .,ill be oalled 
"Kids Killing Kids," 

It is important to not.. that this 1& Il2t. It "talevision" 
or ftnetwork" projeot. While the week involvGS the 
broadcast of a one-hour proqram called "Kids K111ing
Kiels," this schedula of events has bean planned by t.hese 
various constituencies and 91ves them each a role and an 
opportunit.y to emphasize their particular issuas within 
this seven-day period, 



Beyond the announcement, theta are several ways the 
Administration oould partioipate . 1n the wee~'s 
aotivities, which c:an be discu....11 at a later .sate. 
The .... include: 

MondAY, April U'" "Pbygic.iaDs en Y101anQe~' 

participation by the surqeon
Ganeral, the Secretary of HH8 
and oth.rs in events that 
dramatize the impact and coat 
of qun violance; 

TUesday, April aa - !lAmillaa Talk About Violence" 

The First FamLly could urqe
IY9tx American famil~ to watch 
the proqram "Kids Killin'iJ Rills" 
toqether anti then to discuss 1 t 
as .. famlly (an emphads on 
parental involvement, family
dialoque and family
responsibility): 

Wednesday. April 2.2 "'''fpC"! on Schopls" 

The president and Mrs. Clinton 
could partic:ipate 1n a "Listen 
In" in Washingtc," or Bom. other 
city, qoinq into a school and 
listening to Jeids. (Our
version ot a "Teach In" 
moll"lled after tha President's 
and Vice President's recent 
visits to a Washington, D.C. 
school) • other h19h raMinq
.embers of the administration 
COUld do the saMe. 

ThundI\Y, AIlril 3.!1 -!'liolencB DDd The L!I!!" 

The Attorney Ganeral, the 
Director at the F91 an~ others 
could participate in lIu" 
enforoement act!vities with 
locsl polico. 

[rigay. April 22 

Members of tha AtilUini"tration 
(perhaps the Vice PreG1dant)
could attend local recognition
ceremoniu 1n variou. cit1... 



The days ot the week have thet'6:fora been "thel1'ledu as 
follow", 

Monday, April 25 nphysicians on Violence" 
Tuesday, April 26 "Families Talk About violenc.
Wednesday, April 27 Pocus on schools 

"Listenlnq to l(1ds'
Thursday, April 28 "Violence and the Law, 

Enforcement and Prevention" 
Friday, April 29 , "Heroes" 

SaturdaY/SWlday

April 30 - MAy 1 "prayers for Non-Violence" 

The attached memo provides a summary of the purpose of 
each day. While this is a wigntl framBWork, the focus 
of activities will be 16<;1J. !n l!!Slll sm. We expectn 

mayors and pOlice chiefs to play .. leMin9 role in 
coordinatin9 the plannlnq for the weak's activities in 
thair own cities by convenin, msetlnqs of the various 
constituencies and organizations inVOlved _. medical and 
pUblic health for Monday; sohools and madia for 
Tuesday/Wednesday, police and lawyers tor Thurs~aYI the 
non-profit service sector for Friday; and rel1qious
laaderB tor Saturday/Sunday. (The U.S. Conference of 
Mayors has just asked 1200 mayors to start this planning 
process. The latter is also attaohed.) 

EaCh day, there will be visible activities. in cities 
aero"" the country, especially hospital-based medical 
events on Monday: school-based activities on Wednesdsyr 
police/law enforcement/bar association on Thursday, 
support service. on Friday, and churches and synagogues 
on Saturday/Sunday. 

We have targeted a public announcement of these plans
during the week of February 28 through a press release. 
We will have; 

a) the schedule of the week and themed days/ 

b) a steerinq COmlIIittee with the head of 
25/30 of these national orqenilation"
(education, religious, mayors, police,
business, civil rights, etc.), and 

c) a list of partlcipatinq national 
organizations. 

It ttl,rI! 1s anx interll!lt in ll!LYioo the !!hil:!! House 
DArticipat@ in this A?DouncemeDt, we would be del1qhte~ 
to work with you to f Dd an appropriate vehicle. 



Sat.urdAy/Sunday 

A'Ilril 30 - By 1 


tar citizens and orqanl.ations
tbat belp kids in trouble and 
work to prevent crime, (Thera 
could also be a national 
recQ9nition event.) 

"prav@ra ~or Non~ViolftDce" 

The First Family could attend 
servic"" and lead the nation in 
listeninq to Sermons and 
praying' for peacs' in our 
streets. 

:rhl :lmm"d.late hay.. is whethllr yCIU b""" anY intlre"t in 
Qartic1patins in some :0Em in the initial annguDcRmant 
(ech~duled now for the week of February 28) • 

Of course, at any time be:fore April 25, you could ccnvone 
a White HOllse lneatin'1 with leaders of the various 
constituencies -- educators, mayors, police, raligion_
medical, 1e'181, civil rigbts, non-profit service, 
businesa, labor, ate. 

I look forward to bearinq frOm you. 

cc: 	 Peter Edelman 
'Rah" Emmanuel 
Jody 	Greenstone 
Bruce Reed 
'Rick! Seidman 

Geor'1e stephanopolous

Christine Varney 




Muioa 'OClIISM 011 Xoytll y!.ol."".. !!!It Us lh;Uant1U 

APRIL 25 - XlY 1 

TIl 1111'1 SCBIRVLI 

Monday, April 25 "PhYSicians on Violence" 
'1'u.G8day, April 26 .I'FIIlIIUiss Talk About Violence" 
Wednosday, April 27 Focus on Schools 

- "Listeninq to Kids" 
Thursday, April 29 "Violence and tile Law, 

Entorcsunt and Prevention" 
Frid.ay, April 29 ltHeroos" 
saturday/Sunday 

April 30-MAy 1 "Prayers for lion-Violence" 

A ,~x 0' AOZXYXTII, 

HondRY, April 25 - "physicians On Violence'· 

Foeus on tha medical and public health aapects of 
'lun violence, espedally the impact on medical 
resource", individual health and the cost of 'iJUl\ 
injuries. 

Medical assoCiations, hospitals, medical schoCls 
and public health a'lencie.' to sponsor locel 
activities, including release of data analyzing and 
quantifying the impact ot gun violence: forums for 
discussion of issues: prasS conterences. The 
participation of individual victims with their 
physicians would graphically illustrate in personal 
terms the actual cost and impact of qun injuries. 

:I!I",sdllJ.:. April 26 - ·umUias Talis About Viol"nc.. " 

Telecast of the one-hour television program "Kids 
Killinq KiCls" at 8 p.m. 1ST with tile fCcus cn 
.... Ising this an hour of "Family Vievinq." Through
the SChools, students will be \lrgad to view the 
pro'lram with their families as a "homework" 
assiqnment. Talevision pr:omotion and newspaper
e<1itorial ....terial will urge each fully to collie 

EU9"d 



together, watch together and talk together -
urqing parental involvement, dialogue and family 
responsibility. Newspapers vill be asksd by
publish a "F .. mily Viawinq Guid,,- that includes 
questions and topics tor parents to talk about with 
their ohildren attar watching the proqram. 

~he central event of the week will be the 
discuesion in schools acrose America of the 
television program "Kids Killing Kids" .and the 
issues it raises -- dealinq with anger and 
conflict, gun use, dispute resolution, support
services, individual responsibility and values. 
Teachers will be provided with nTeachor Guides" t!o 
help structure classes and other activities. 

While teachers will lead and orqanize theee 
activities, the primary theme will be LISTENING 'I'O 
RIDS -- l1staninq to what students say about the 
television progralll ancS their concerna sbout: 
violenca. students can organile anti-violence 
activities for this day either in school or their 
cOl!llllunitle., ranging trom asseml:>lies, es.ay 
oont••ts, dramatizations or rap contests. petition
drives, rallies, etc. 

Additionally, Teach-Ins can be orqanlzed to bring
into the schools local leaders from all walks of 
lite (qovernment, busineaa, labor, police, legal, 
.."dieal, civic, sports, madia, etc.) to 90 to 
classe. and assemblies, both talkin9 to and 
listeninq to students. Parents can also be brought
into .the process. 

I.bJ.Jx:nday. April 28 - "yiglence and the Law; Enfgrpement 
and Prevention" 

Police, prosecutors and other criminal justice
officials, as well as lawyer" and bar aSSOCiations, 
to organize activities that focus on leqal issues 
relatinq to qun violence such as statistical 
,andyses ot qun crimes, enforcement ot existtng 
laws, gun buy-back end safety program., bow 
citizens can organ1za to prevent violence, the 
legal,rights of those injured by qun violencG end 
possible changes in the law rslating to guns. 

Friday, April 29 ... uHero,1I 

A tocus on local "heros," indivl~uala an~ programs
that are doing outstanding work on youth violenca, 



crime prevention and youth servic.... Thill day will 
salute the extraordina.-y efforta of the private 
sector in providing a vast array of support
services and advooacy tor younq people. Activities 
could inVOlve local award caremonies an4 
recognition events, the spotlightin, of outstanding
local organizations anll service programs, anll the 
promotion of programs and hot-lines that are 
available to provide " .. uns"ll1n, and guidance tc 
kida in distress. 

aAturdav/Sunday.-Agril JQ-May 1 - "PrAy@rs for Non-
ViolftncgU 

Religious leaders and institutions speak out 
and participate throuqh sermons and other 
activities such as special prayer services, 
issue forums, community projects and service 
progrllll\s. 

• • • • • • * • 

Within this general national framework, each city can 
design ita ~ local proqrama. We expect the mayors to 
play a leading role in convening meetings of the various 
org-anizatlons and constituenoies involVed and to 
coorilinate planning tor the week'III activitie... While the 
national organizations woul~ en~ors. this thamatic 
schedule, events would be dependent on local leadarship
and planning -- medical and public health for 1II0n4aY1 
school boards, administrators, principals, and teachers 
for Tuesday/Wednesday aleng with local media (newspapers
and talevision) ; polica, lall enforc:ement and legal groups
for Thursday; the non-profit serviee seetor for Friday;
and religious leaders for Saturday/Sunday. 

EVS"d 



U.S.CONf.NA~ 


THE UNITED STATES CONFERENCE OF MAYORS 


'ab~rr 14, lSI. 

Deu MaYOI:: 

Vlol.n~ 0I:1mo va. ~ central them. Of owr WtAter 
Meeting lut sonth 1n Wasllinvt .... , vith .eyval ,anals ancl. 
F"Hntati.one on the aedOWlne.. .f tIuI ,1:010 ad on 
potaIIt1.al 80111\;'0118 to it. one.r tIuI Hilt challGl\lJilllJ 
pl:OJIOIIalll vall pH.entad to us )Iy >la" Itl't....l. a CBS 
Iniol:" Vl... i'nlBidaftt. 

CBS Bn4 fOX tal.vialon !letwol:"u have jo1M4 "ith & 

111:"01101 nnge of Mtlonal OZ'!Jan1I11UOfUI - 111<:O.ud1l\9 
ViRllIUy III -:to&" _aUonal al'lll pU'lio.... 'l&"OIIPa, .s 
vall D' pollee, ~.ln.aa, 181101:", 01vl1 I:lghta, apo&"ta.
lIIII411. 1M .anlc:a ol'l&nbat10118 -- to -rOOI" B natio.... l 
weele of antl-vlo18nc:a ao;tivi~18'. Apl:1 25 - Ma)' 1. 

Whilo 8 fO&'mal pUIIl1c anftounceaant 01 ~la ,lan 1. 
o~i'l two waaka ott, mayors .an pl&), I oen'1'81 &'01. in 
the a.tlv1t1.. aM ~0Ul4 find that the weak·offal:s an 
ollOallent 0ppD&"t"nlty to t_ local ra_..... and .aiUa 
Ittention on ~a p&"Clbla .f )'Dllth violence aM on local 
eff.rts t. "oabat 1t. 

At t.IIa ..... of tlla weell's utivlt.!... w111 be a Dna
llolll' Pl'C!'9I'M on MtvD..k tel"vialon ~ tIIa ooneeqllll_s
of kl.da 11$1111 9IlM Bn4 BIIOIlt tha altal'lIal:.t.v•• 'to C]UlIS 
\lllat al'8 avallula to theII. fta PI'O'I&"O, ·Xia 11111119 
IUO,- w111 ... oil""" al: 8.00 p••• a'!' Oil 'Illalldall', April 
U.. ft.... will be no ._rela1 lntlll'l'llptiDM • 

'1'110 _I< has lie... .t........tIll'M to e~1a. a 
oIl.ft...ent t.hame each dart CdaUll Of Bohe4..1a 18 
attachlll4)I 

Mondllr••••••••.••••• Pby.loiana on Violence 
tue.dIly •••••••••••••' ..1llae Talk ~t Violenoe 
lIodn".4ay••••••,; •••• roCllls 0l'I Scltoo18 , tJ.ateni"I to 

lI:iU 
Th~ad.y•••.••••••••Vlo1ence and the Law: 

Ento~emen' .n~ ,raventlol1 
r~1day •••• ~ •••••••••8~ , 
s.t..r4ay/Slll!lla)'.........yera for NOl'I-V1.1ence 
. . . 


El/6'd 

http:potaIIt1.al
http:U.S.CONf.NA


"u a 

A bandbook \0 holp rouz olty plan the vaek'8 8~1v1~i.. vill 
b. Bell\: 1:;0 YO\l 110011. TIIiI .t._..... 0\l~11.M4 __ 10 intend_ to 
!laIC. 1t nlat1Valli o.ey fo&' noll 01ty tD pamdpat8. and. tha 110• ..., 
illvolY_nt Of Iootll tII.. f.alaval-oll and Ilovapape l..ft4wlt&-to. al\CN.14 
OI\8QZe that r~ otforte V111 loa hltbly yisiblo. 

'll1Mill9 tor tll.18 .paola1 ....,.. a Gt:Lv1Uaa al\CN.14 involve 
local sc:hoal oUloid., poli.c:a and law .tonement, leUen or ~ 
matioal and leta! _tu•• , &'811111_ 16ada&'ll, _:lair _lftu.,
labOr and oid" 9%0., an4 ••rt108 onanll1ltl.ona. Kelilban of all 
of tha.a 9I"'\IPII 61ao aco beill9 cont~ W tIlOll' l1li1:1_1 
orqan1••t.1ona 1114 al'lcouage4 t.o parl:1c!pata in t:luI K1:ivU:1••• 

n yeu 0110088 t.o' beeOIlAl 1aYolveli in till. 1111t.1.1:;1.,.. raUl' 
otflca -.y ..1.n \:0 oonvane a plannlll9 -.et1a9 of tII.••• 
consUtuenc1.a v11:111n tIIa 1I81Ct \:Va v..u to at:u:t 111_.1119 
pc5d.l>10 10C1al lI~iYltl.61iI.' 

In a441tlon. your 4.d91latian 011 II .taft coorllSiut.or for -llida 
Xillill9 xi«a- vaok VGIll4'balp u. ~rdinat. lOU&' oetty!,!.. with 
thelia of other citiea _. tho nUon all4 IJR 1afOll'lUltlOI1 t.o rOll 
in a 'baly _. IAllett.o Mnt.on. ho1atoAt. _~I..,.1)1~r, 
will 1110 c:oordinatin9 tll.e P1/OjGt tOl' tha <:0..,._ ot Karon. 
Pleeaa 001lt.oot bar bV ro. (201/2"-2352) vi\b l/OIlI' iAtaftt.1on '0 
put.icipot.o in "U.s. 111111119 tida- vau. toptll.U' vitll \\lUI _ of 
.. contact in l/OIlI' oU1.. COlI tll.h P1/O:I-ct. 

I 110,. Y8\I aan :Ioin in what. Gould 100_ tha _t; 1II11J111Y 
v1sLID18 1101:.1011.1 ant,l-violllftCl_ CUP0191l II. hOve ...n. 

OIU ..... 
Kayol' of LoIliaville 
u ••tdeJlt 
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KIDS KlWNG KIDS 

America FOCIII... on Youth Vlolenca ana Ita Prevention 

THe WEIK'S SCHI!DULI 

April as •Mar 1 

Monday. AprM 115 	 PhyIicllI/lII on VIolence 
Tuesday. ApnIl!8 	 Famlllet Talk About VIolence 
Wlldneaday. April 27 • 	 Focus on 1c:IlOoIs: U8IenIng 

10 KIds 
Thureday.Ap1l128 • Violence and \he Law: 

InIc!cemem and Prllltl'lllon . 
Friday. April a9 • Heroe8 
SllllBdayISIItIday 
April 30 • May 1 • 

A SUMMARY 01' ACTlYrrlq 

M0ndlr. Ap!Sl II • PhXlIlolena on Vlallnct 

Focus on \he medica! and public health fllpedS 01 gun violence, 
lHPecillllr \he Imllac:t on medic81 I'IISOU\'CtS, ltIdMduall\ealllland 
\he COS! of ~ InJuries. 

Medical aSSOda1ions, hoapilalS. medical schOOI8 ancl pullfic hnllh 
a;enc:l1iII 10 llIODBOI 1ocrII· actMIIes. IncIudInQ reInn 01 data 
analyzing ancI QUatl\lt<jfng \he Impact of lIun YIoIenco; fonImG lor 
CIlacusslon 01 Issue,; PI'8S8 conIerencet. The par1IclDSIIon of 
IndlVIdIIel ~ma 1IIilI11ha1r phy8iclans would IIrllphlcally IIfLlflll'I1Ie in 
pemonal tetms llle acIUa! ;oat and impacl cC gun ,Injuries. 

Tyttday. Apdl 2t • e._"" DIll! MIld V!!dt!QsI 

Telecaat at \he _hour teiell!lion program "KIdI KIlling KIds' cC I 
p,m. EaTwllll!hltfocull on maklng.,111 an hOur of 'FamllyVlewlng,' 
Through !hit schools. SII.IdenIlI wiD be lI!;eQ 10 'IIew !he program 
wIIIl \heir famines lIS a 'homework" GSIilgrunent. TeIeIIIIlon 
ptCmOlion and I1IIW8JIII)fIr editcr1a! matellal wiD urge each fimUy to 

sa:) Wd6S: 2E 176. 1..1: 83.:i 
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come togelher, watch together and talk IOI'/ether - urging parental 
IlM)IvemenI, dialOgUe and family I'IISIIOnsltllllty. Newspapet!l wiD tie 
&$ked to publsh a 'Family 1IIewfng Guide" thai inclljCjes questions 
and toplC:lJ far parenlSlO talk abOUl with tI1eIr Cl'lildl'en l!IIer wlltChlng 
the program. 

WId"ud!!¥, AQ!11 27 - F'oWJ 9!! Scbggla: UlllQlol !g Igdl 

'!he CGntral ewnI of the week will be the dlIscussIon in sd'Iools 
acrosB A.mettaI of the IekMsion ptOgralll '1CJda I<ilUng Kid$" and the 
issIJas It raises - (leafing with engar and conlllc:t, gun u:\Ie, dlspul& 
resouIon. support saNlc:es. indMduaI I9SPODSIbltll)' and 1I1Iiuas. 
TG8CIhers will tie proviCIeCI wiII'I "Teacher Guides" to help 81rUC:1Ura 
cl6SSG8 and 0Ih!Ir ac:tIvities. 

While teacI1ers win lead and organize these aC4viUes. II\e prlmaty 
theme will tie LISTENING TO KlDS -1IsIenIng to what students !lay 
aboUt the tele\dSlen program and their COI'lCem$ about vIOlence. 
Studeru can'organlze entI-'fIoIenCl8C1Mt1es far Ihls day either 10 
school or tI1eIr cammuMIes. ranging Iram assamblies. es.'S8)' 
ccntllllts" drama1lzalion$ or rap contests, paUlIon dtivea. ralUas. 8IC. 

AdCllllonalty, Teach·lns can be organized 10 bring !DIIl II\e sd'IooIII 
local IeadeI$ Iram all W'Illks of life (glMIrnment, business. tailor, 
poUce, legal. madlcal. CIvic. sports. media, etc.) to go to cIass!IS and 
assembles. both talking 10 and listening 10 8II.Idents. Parents can 
also tie brcugllt IntiCIII'\e proc;1IiI88. 

ThumlllJa.,128- \!I!I\aQCI tmd lilt Law: Enl';m.ment.1I.\! PrayI!f!!!9D 

Police. llroa~ end other c:rtminal juaIIce ofticlals, 88 wen as 
lawyel'$ and bar asSOCiaUons. 10 organize ar:'IMIIes IhIIt focus on 
legall_S I'lllaIing 10 gun IriolencI such as 8I8!IsIicII analyses 01 
gun crimell. enfOrCement of I!JisIing laws. gun b1.Iy-lIad< and safaty 
ptOgr&DIS, hew CiIiZII/IS can organize 10 PI'\MIll! '4Io!ence. thll lagal 
rights of those Injured by gUll Yiolllnc8 and POSSIble changes In the 
law ralaling 10 guns. 

friday. April D - HIID?!!! 

A fOcus en local '11eroes.' individuals and programs IhIIt are doing 
0UISIIIIIdIng WOtk on JCUIh lliolenCll, crime Pf'Il\IenIlon and, youth 
seMc88. Thls day will asMe !he exIraOrlillVllY eI'/orts or the private 
se.ctor In proY\dIng aYllll'l1III'IIY of support ~ and ~for 
young people. Aclillidas could lrwolve loCal aMrd ceremonies and 
raccgnilIon evanIS. the spOlliglrilng of oullllaDdlng local 

£VZl"d 
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organiZations and sel'llil:e programs. andII1t promClion Of progr_ 
and IIOt-Hnes lhat IIt'e avaIlable!Q provide counselUng and guidance 
!Q kids In dls1ress. 

SIII:!n1l1YlSyntJay. Apr/J :all • May 1 - ball!! Non-'(ItllIOCl 

Religious leaders and inSlllullons speak QUI and par1ldpale Ihtcugh 
sermons and QIhef adividGS suc/I as special prayer seMcee, Issue 
forums, community prOjedS and &eNict! programs . 

.................... 


Within this generat nationallramewoll<. each City can design Its Q'(JIl! local 
programs.. We exPect the mayors !Q playa leading role In CQ"MInIng 
meetings of the various organizations and conaliluenciee invoNed and lei 
coordinate, planning for IIIe _k'1I aClMti... WhIle the naIlonal 
orgenizal.ions would enclorse this 1hemaIIc 1IChGdule, __ wouIcI be 
dependant en local leadetshtp and planning - mlldlc:al and public heallh 
lOr Mcndey; schaol boar1Ss, adminiWat0r8, principals, and ltIchets for 
TuesdayfNednesday alCllg WillI loea! media (newspapers and 1eIINIsion); 
poRee. law enIcIcemenl and rellal groupe for lhuI'sday; 1he non-prcfil 
seNIce sedOt for Friday; and religIouS leaders fer SalURlayts.r'lday_ . 



December I, 1993 

MEMORANDUM FOR CAROL RASCO 

fROM: BRUCE REED' 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENT'S TRIP TO HOLLYWOOD; TV VIOLE~CE 

I have neen working with Carolyn Curiel on the substance of the President's speech to 
the entertainment industry. She expects to have a draft ready tomorrow afternoon It won't 
break much policy grolUld, but it wilt include a direct challenge to Hol1ywood to take 
responsihility and work with us to be part of the solution to crime and violence. It will not 
include the threat of censorship if they don't. 

So far as J can determine, Justice is not prepanng to move forward on any legisl'ltion 
about TV violence (although you never know), The AUornoy General testifled in favor of 
legislation to limit violence during certain programming haunt But the White House 
Counsel's offtce told me there are unre.<;olved constitutional questions about these approaches. 
including a recent ClTcuit court decision strikIng down an FCC rule against adult programming 
during daytime hours. 

In any event. the industry has volunteered and 1S eager to work with the 
Administration to play a positive role in speaking out against vl0lence. We'll get more and 
better things done more qUlckly by pushing them to take responsibility than by fighting this in 
the courts, 

The mdustry is thmking big. According to Jay Kriegel of CBS, the four major 
networks hnvt~ reached tentative agreement to air a dramatic anti~violencc program in a prime 
time "roadblock" (all four networks at -once) early next year. They have not yet been able to 
<lgrce on the contt,'Ju of the program, or the date it will air (could be February, could be JW1e). 
lney are also planning a far~reaching national campaign to accompany the program. including 
a national teach-in the clay after it airs (with 2 million companion workbooks distributed to 
schQolkids) and a coordinated effort by churches nationwide to make violence the subject of 
services the following Sunday. 'They also envision launching nmional efforts witll major 
sports figures, the legal profession, doctors, etc, This doesn't even count what individual 
networks will do to piggyback on the roadblock program -- It will be a kind of violence 
sweeps week. If nothing else, Americans may declde to give up crime and violent hehavtor 
because they'll be so sick of hearing. about it on TV. 

Kriegel will fax us a memo on Thursday which details the networks' plans. I'll get 
you a copy. He recommends that we challenge the industry to work with us, and then bring 
industry Teaders to the White House for an event as soon as they've agreed on something, 

I've attached the draft recommendations 011 violence and the media from the 
interagency group" but there's nothing the President can use. The bully pulplt will have to do. 



FROM THE OFFICE OF CABINET SECRETARY 

202·456·6280 

Date: Iz.. 2 -q::, Response Needed by:_______ 

o Joan B.ggett o RnyNeei 
o Rabm Emanuel o Bernie Nussbaum 
C,.mark Gearan o Jack Quinn 
Ii' David Gergen o Leon Panetta 
o Marci. Hole o Homed Paster 
e Alexis Herman o John Podesta 
~ Nancy Hetnrcich D CarollUseo 
[j Anthonv Lake D Bob Rubin 
litBruce Lindsey o Eli Segal 
o Katie McGinty [B"""George Stephanopoulos 
o Mack Mclarty o David Watkins 
o Dee Dee Myers D Maggie Williams 

Remarks: 

Response: 
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December 2, 1993 

sruce ae.4 
The White HOUBe 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear 8ruce. 

A. you requested, hera is an outl1ne of the ViolencB 
Project now beinq designed jointly by the tour networks. 

The keystone of the project is a one-hour primetime
televiBion special on youth violence and guns which would 
be broadcast in lS94. Tne proqram would be "roadblocked" 
by ABC, CBS, Fox and NBC -- shown simultaneously on all 
four networks from 8-9 p.m., the hour of high youth 
viewing', on a week niqht (school night). We believe that 
this has never been done before~ 

In addition, we woUld make this program available to 
every other broadcast station and cable network so that 
it would hopefully not just be on tour channels, but on 
10 or 20 or 30, includin9 tho"e with heaviest viowing by 
young people. 

The objective of this projoot is to use the power of 
network television not just to communicate and educate, 
but as a oAtalyst to tocy§ ~nd mobilize the resources ot 
the most i~pRrtlnt private sector institutions to 
participate in this debate. 

The elements unaQr discussion include the follow1nQ' 

1. SC;h!lQU' Tne National Education Task 
Force on Violence (NEA, SOhool Boards, etc.)
plus the AFT and the catholic Eduoation 
Association would ask each school and each 
teAcher in America to assign this pro9ra~ as 
"homework." (Never boon done betora.) 

We nope to dist:r1bute more than 2 million 
Teacher's Guides for the program. 

2. fAmilies: More than just "student 
homework," we will urqe th.at this be true 
"fll.lll11y Viewing" -- that every family in 
America watch this program t0gether. 

http:8,t1w.tU
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We are talk1n9 to the Newspaper Association of 
America about their makinq available to avery 
newspaper a tu11 paq. HParenta GuideW to the 
program -- what parents should discuss with 
their children after watching the program -
and a"king that it be published that day in 
every newspaper. 

3 . Teaob In: tthe day after the broadoast t 
not only would every school be asked to 
discuss the program, hut we would s.ek to 
conduct the larqest Teach In in the nation's 
history -- hopefully led by the President and 
the first Lady. 

we would seek to. connect the schools with 
adul ts from all different segments of the 
community -- political and government leaders, 
rel iqious leaders, sports and entertairunent 
figures, business leaders, lawyers and doctors 
-- who 'would talk to stUdents about violence, 
guns and personal responsibility. 

". ReligioUI: That weekend the nation I s 
major religious organizations (National 
Council of Churches, Catholic Bishops 
Conferencs, Baptist Joint Commiasion 1 

Evangelicals; Jews) would suggest that these 
issues be proached from every pulpit in 
Alnerica. 

5. Other Qmani;atigDs: Other constituencies 
or organi2ations that have axpressed interest 
in participating! 

a. American Bar Association 
b~ American Medical Association 
c. 
d. 

tho major sports leagues
the Hollywood production community led by 

the lIli'AA 
e. minority music and entertainment community 
(coordinated by RHO)
f. minority media 

6. I&.oal Support("GrassroQts": We are 
sim\lltaneously workinq f:rolQ lithe straets up" 
to design locally-based private sActor anti
violence campaigns in ~ajor c~ties. 

This effort has started in New York and Miami 
as a partnership of business exe.cutives and 
community leaders ("Ne" Yorkers Against 
Violence.") . The focus is on ways that the 
private sector can st~mulate and support 
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community-b._ed anti-violence efforts throuqh
both 	enforcement and pre?antion proqrams. 

In each city, in cooperation with the Key 
government officials end aqenC1G8 1 we will DQ 
focusing on such efforts as place~-basad 
safety programs in schools and housing 
projects! gun buy-backs; youth programs: self 
help and advocacy groups (b10ck assooiations, 
Mothers Against Violence, etc.) and job and 
entrepreneurial opportunities for youth. 

Next week Miui and New York leaders are 
meeting with reprasentatives of At.lanta, 
Chicago, Dallas, Los Angeles and Philadelphia 
-- AS well as other private sector"qroups and 
the President's TaSK Force to discuss how to 
coordinate and expand these local efforts. 
Peter Edelman has graoiously offered to host 
the meeting at. HSS (Tuesday 1 oac(Jtnl;)er 7, 10 
a.m. 	 to 2 p.m.). 

The grassroots piece will parallel the national 
effort and help to ensure onqoinq local efforts i~ major
cities. 

There are also othar follow·up pieces to the 
national campaign, such as PSAs and speoial programming 
planned DY each of the networks as well as our 
c~llaboration with the Harvard Project on ViOlence. 

I hope this is 

cc: 	 Rick Cotton, NBC 
George Vradenburg, ~ox 
stave Wei&wassar, ABC 
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December 2, 1993 

Bruce Reed 
The White HouGe 
Washtn<;lton, D.C. 20500 

Dear Bruce: 

As you requeated, hare i. an outline of the Violenee 
project now bainq d.signed jointly by the four networks. 

The keystone of the project 1. a one-hour primetime
television speeilll on youth violenee and 'luna Which would 
be bl'Oa<It::Ast in 1994. The proqram would be "rcad.}:)locked"
by ABC, CBS, Fox and NBC -- ahown simultaneously on all 
four networks from 8-9 p.m., the bour of h1l1h youth
viewing, on a week niqht (school ni'1bt). We believe that 
this haa never been done before. 

In addition, we would make this pr"",ral1l avallal>lo, to 
every other broadcast station and cable network 80 that 
it would hopefully not just be on four chann.la, but en 
10 or 20 or 3Q, including those with heaviest viewing by 
young people. 

The obj act!Va of thill proj ect is to use the power of 
network television not juat to communicate and educate, 
but as a catalyst to foCUS and mobilize the raIOU;CAS of 
tbl most importAnt private aector inltitut10ns to 
participate in this debat•• 

The elements under discussion include the following' 

1. Schools: The National Education' Task 
Force on Violence (NEAl School Board., .tc~) 
plus the AFT and the catholic Education 
Asaoci"tion would UK each s"hool and each 
teacher in America to aS8111n this program .a 
"homework." (Never bean done bators,) . 
We hope to dletribute more than 2 mill10n 
Teacher'. Gulde. for the program. 

2. Familias, Hore than just ·student 
homework," we will urqe that this be true 
"Family YiaWing h that every family in 
Amerioa watch this proqram together. 

http:chann.la
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Wa are talki"9 to the Newspaper A ••ociation of 

America about their maki"9 available to avery 

nawapaper a full paqa 'Parants Quids· to the 

PX'09ra.. -- What parante should di.cus. witb 

their cbildren after watching the pr09ram - 

and asking that it be published that day in 

evary newspaper. 

3. IIIaeh In: The day after the broadcast, 

not only would avery Bchool l>a as~ad to 

discuss the proqram, but we would .ee~ to 

conduct tbs larqe.t Teach In in tha nation'. 

hiBtory -- bopetu1ly lad by the Pre.idenl: and 

the l'int Lady. 

We would ••ek to connect the schools with 

adults frolll all dUferent segmenh of the 

community -- political and governlllenl: leeders,

religious laader$, sports and entertainment 

fiqures, busine.s leaders, lawyers and doctors 

-- Who would talk to .tudents about violence, 

qun$ and personal responaibility. 


" . SaliqiguR; That weekend the nation t 8 

~ajor reliqious orqanizatlon. (National

Council ot Churches, Catllolic IIi shops 

Conference, Beptist Joint Co"",,188ion, 

Evangelicals, Jews) would suqqaat that these 

issue. be preached from every PUlpit in 

America. 


5. Other orsilnizaUons: Other consUtuencies 

or organizations that have expressed intere.t 

in participating' 


a. AlIIerican Bar Association 
b. AlIIsrican Kedical ASBociation 
c. the major .sporta lea;ues 
d. the Hollywood production community led by
the KPAA 
e. minority musie and entertainlllent cOllU1\unity
(coordinated by HBO)
f. minority media 

6. Locll support/"Cra'Irootl": W. are 
simultaneously working frolll "the str....t. up" 

to d8.i9O locallY-RABid Driyate l~tQr anti 

violence cDlllpaiqna in major cit1••• 


This atfort has started in New York and Kiami 

as a partnershiP of Rusiness exeClltives and 

cOllU1\unity leaders ("New lIorkers A,dnst 

violence") . The foCIIs is on waY8 that: the 

private sector can atilllulate and .uppor!: 
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community-basad antl-violence efforts throuqh
both 	anforca=ent and prevention prcqrame. 

In eaoh city, 1n cooperation with the key 
government offiaials and aqana!as, wa will be 
focuBinq on SUCh efforts as placed-baeed
safaty programs 1n sChoola and houllinq
projects. gun buy-backs I youth pr09rama, ••It 
help and advocacy qroUpe (block associations, 
Motlters At,rainst Viol"""e, etc.) anoS jOll and 
entrepreneurial opportunities for youth. 

Next week Miami an4 Naw York leaders ara 
meBtinq with representative. or Atlanta, 
Chicago, Dallas, leS Angeles and Philadelphia 
-- as well .e other private .actor groups and 
the President'. Task Force to discuss how to 
coordinate and expand tltsse local effort•• 
Peter Edelman has qracioully offered to host 
the meetinq at HSS (Tuesday, December 7, 10 
a.m. 	to 2 p.m.). 

Tlte grassroot. piece will parallel the national 
effort and help to enSure onqoing local efforts in major
cities. 	 . 

There are alao other follow-up pieces to the 
natio~al campaiqn, 8uch a8 PSAS and special pro;ramminq
planned lly allch of the networks as well as our 
collaboration with the Harvard projeot on Violence. 

I hope this is 

cO, 	 Rick Cotton. NBC 
(laor;e Vradenburg, FOX 
Steve Wei.wasser, ABC 
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To , IINca Reed 

FROM: Jay L. Kria'l'el U/02/U 

Jay Wineten of the. Harvard School of PI1l>l1c Health would 
very much like the president to include 1n 1I1s r .... arks on 
Saturday aomethin.,. like the follow1n.,., 

Tile television industry workinq with Harvard 
on the Oesiqnated Driver "a~iqn demonstrated 
how the media can eKart a p08itive influence 
on behavior with the reault of aotually ...vi",!, 
lives. 1\ similar "ollaboration ....'ardin' 
youth violence i. now in development tor 
launch next yael' and hold. great promise for 
usi".,. the power of the television to encoura;.. 
younq people to withdraw from violent 
conflicta. 
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Today I am here in several roles: as a fan, as your 
President, as a defender of free speech .•• and as a partner in a 
great endeavor to retell the American dream~ 

Hollywood has been called the Dream Machine. Before me, I 
see many of the people who have worked that Machine. You have 
brought to life ideas that have captured the ima~ination •.• that 
have amused and provoked~." .that have touched heart and 
conscience. 

And when the creative community in this town has seen a need 
in our society, it has not shied away. Rathert many of you have 
Been a way to use your talents to bring about change. 

You have reinforced an awareness and appreciation of the 
environment. You have battled world hunger9~' promoted world 
peace ... even helped democracy. If more Amerioans are able to 
exercise the right to vote l it's because this community helped 
with "rOCK the vote" ••• and you worked for passage of the motor
voter bill. For all this, I applaud you. 

You have served, at various times as a companion, a baby
sitter, a catalyst, an entertainer and an educator. Every day you 
visit Americans through their televisions, or in the movies, or 
in their music or video games. You are a dominant part of 
American life. 

But that life has changed since the days of "Ozzie and 
Harriet" and "Singing in the, Rain." Some of the changes have been 
good: the end of the cold war and the threat of nuclear war ••. 
the advancement of civil rights and opportunity for wo~en and 
minorities •. ~ to name a few. 

But at the same time, we've also experienced a breakdown of 
family and community and a surge in violence here at home. 

since I took office; the people in my Administration have 
been working our hearts out to address these problems~ Every day 
we are trying to bring about the changes we need to make our 
people more secure in their work, in their lives, in our place in 
the world. 

[recap of economics and progress r.port] 

All of this is putting us on the proper course for tomorrow. 
But there's something else that I'm committed to doing .•. and 



that's lifting the hopes and aspirations of our people r because I 
know our people want them lifted~ .• and they need them lifted~ 
And unless we do that, the government can make all the laws it 
wants and they still wonrt have lastin9 success. 

But to lift our people, I need help from every American. 
Last month 1 I went to Memphis and spoke with ministers of the 
Church of God in Christ Congregation. I asked them to help us 
overcome a crisis of the spirit in America by providing 
structure, love and discipline in lives that otherwise would not 
know it. All those things can make a difference for a child at 
risk. 

Today, I'm aSking you for your help. 

This much is clear: Our people are weary of mayhem and 
madness that have made Americans the most violent people on 
earth. Many of you here saw firsthand the effects of despair and 
anger and hatred when this city fought the flames last year. And 
just two days ago, not far from here, in Oxnard, a gunman shot to 
death a policeman and three other people. 

In our cities, countless children are afraid to venture out 
of their homes. Every day, 160-thousand children stay home from 
school because they fear for their safety. 

I ask you: What kind of holidays will these children have? 

In recent years, gang violence has spread to cities in our 
heartland, even to Kansas City. And last year in Los Angeles 
county alone, gang violence killed more than 800 people, leaving 
behind mothers and fathers, brothers and sisters and even 
children. 

What kind of holidays will they have? 

Every 20 minutes~ someone in this country is shot •. ~ and 
every three hours~ •• an American child is killed by firearm 
violence. 

Indeed I what kind of holidays can American children at risk 
ever have? 

Werve got to let these kids know that life can be better. 
Right now, popular culture is reinforcing the destructive 
developments that are already rampant in our SOCiety and in their 
lives. 

A child in the inner City, the heaviest of television 
watchers, spends as much as 11 hours a day in front of the t-vi 
in fact, television may talk to American children more than 
anyone else ... more than anybody else~ 
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That's a lot of power ... but that's also a lot of 
responsibility. 

Let's not kid ourselves. There is no separating culture from 
behavior ... and you know the influence you carry. That's why 
Hollywood has the Environmental Media Association, Education 
First and Children's Action Network. 

I'll cite another example: the desiqnated driver~ Before 
1987, no one ever heard of a designated driver. 

It was an invention of the Harvard School of Public Health, 
an idea to curb the number of drunken drivers ••• and the deaths 
that go with it. Working with Hollywood studios and the 
television networks, references to"the designated driver were 
inserted into scripts of all the top t-v shows. That was 
accompanied by public service "announcements; I even did one of 
those myself. 

NOW, the designated driver is a household phrase. And when 
people go out to have a good time, one person is now more likely 
to stay sober and drive. One study shows that in the three years 
before the designated driver campaign, there was no drop in 
alcohol-related traffic deaths. But in the first four years of 
the Harvard Alcohol Project, the yearly number of such deaths 
fell by about 20 percent. 

You helped to reshape attitudes and thousands of lives are 
being saved. You helped to make a positive impact. 

But conversely, when you've got car chases, bloody 
shootouts, murders and often just amoral behavior as a regular 
feature in prime time, in the movies and throughout the 
entertainment media, how can anyone say the impact is not 
negative? 

. 
How can anyone say it doesn't reinforce the worst 

expectations of a child who doesn't have a lot of hope to grasp 
onto in the first place? 

I call on you to bring your creative talents together, as 
you have done in the past ... to shed some light on the parts of 
life many children don't often see. I calIon you to help send a 
new message to these children ... not just a message of anti
violence ... but a message that is pro-hope. 

We can show these young people how to resolve conflict with 
words instead of guns ... and if we show them the downside of 
life, we can also show them positive role models. John Singleton 
did that in a powerful way in ItBoyz N the Hood,1t showing a father 
who was strong, responsible and caring. But these examples are 
all too rare. 
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We can show these young people that an education can give 
them somethinq the streets can't: a life vith a future. 

Of course, parents have a responsibility in this, too. But 
you've qot to help parents dO their jobs ••• not undermine their 
efforts. YOU.~a who have the best access to the instruments that 
define our culture•. ~ you can help~ 

1 can't make your movies and talevision shows for you and 1 
don't want to. You all know that I met with Salman Rushdie, the 
author under a death threat because of what he wrote. I felt I 
needed to meet him simply because I support freedom of 
express!ofl. It's one of the most precious rights we have and I 
will always defend it. 

But sending the right message to the children is so 
important that we need to do it together. And to do that you have 
to lead the way in your world and I have the lead the way in 
mine. 

Today I'm asking that we all oonsider hoW a child teels when 
a friend 4ies a violent death, or bow a parent feels burying a 
ohild who had barely begun to live betore being cut down by 
gunfire. 

We need to consider how our people should feel about 
themselves, about tbeir t~ilies, about their communities and 
about the world they live in. 

I know that many of you have been thinking about this for 
some time. The television networks are beginning to air warnings 
before some programs .•• and executives also have been meeting to 
come up with a unified approach in addressing the problem of 
violence. 

All this is progress. But thare's so much more to be done in 
every quarter of the industry I not just the networks and 
filmmakers; but also cable and satellite operators and the makers 
of videos .•. and it should involve everyone -- writers, 
producers, directors, executives and actors. 

Today I'm asking each of you to sign on to a campaign to 
make a brighter picture for to~orrow by retelling the ~erican 
dream to a generation that hasn't caught sight of it. 

I'm asking you to do what you've done so well in so many 
areas before: to make a difference for the better. I promise you 
this: We will work with you. 

And I ask each of you to keep this in mind: Somebody/s child 
is watching. 
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Q Thank you for having us in. 

Q Mr. President, Ilve seen the PSAs t and theytre very 
strong; they're terrific. I'm wondering if you can tell us why you 
decided to do that and what you expect to come about as a result of 
those. 

THE PRESIDENT: When did I mention this? Last November? 

MR. GEARAN: November. 

THE PRESIDENT: In November we were having a meeting - 
getting ready for Meet the press, actually -- and I was going to do 
this interview for Meet the Press's 40th birthday. And we were 
talking about the -- I'd just been to Memphis not too long before, 
spoken to the ministers in M,.mphis about this whole issue of family 
breakdown, violence and everything -- and I just said, I wish we 
could do some public service announcements. I wish we coUld do 
something that would maybe identify whatever influence the President 
has with the children and the future and try to change the psychology 
that leads us so much to this mindless, reactionary violence. And so 
we contacted the Ad Council and it all happened. 

ltva alwuj's b:zlievGd th.:.t tclcvizicr. hila II g:o:eo.t powat' 
for goodj that it should entertain I it should inform, but also - 
when society is overwhelmingly on the &iee of certain objectives 
it can also instruct and be used to change people's behavior, to 
change their attitudes. 

Q I noticed that it's focused on children; there's a 
young girl in the PSAs. Was that a specific intention of yours -- to 
target children with regard to helping them through this problem? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. Secause I think you've got to get 
these kids to learn to define nonviolent ways of dealing with their 
problems. And you've got to get the'!tl to not only change thair own 
bshavior, but begin to change the culture in which they live; and I 
really wanted us to focus on kids. 

Q What pushed you over the edge, if I may, on 
children? I'm thinking of some events last summer, but I want to 
hear it from you. 

THE PRESIDENT: WeIll of course you remember what 
happened last summer, and I've just been very moved by all these kids 
who have been shot in and around their schools, and going to and from 
school. ! was in california and I did a town meeting, this young man 
told ne about how he and his brother wanted to change schools because 
their school was too dangerous and then his brother was shot in front 
of him, registering for school~ 
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I was just in Chicago this week at a little meeting we 
had on violence as a public health problem. And I talked to a woman 
whose 22-year old son was killed by his best friend', just impulse 
killing. I talked to another man who had to tell a woman that her 
son had been killed by his big brother, fighting over a television 
channel -- which one they were going to watch. All these things have 
just made a really deep impression on me. I know that the problem is 
not confined to children, but I think that young people watch a lot 
of television, they're at an impressionable age: I think we can still 
reach them. And they've got to find ways to work out their 
differences, their frustration, the~r anger, eheir desires, that 
don't resort to violence: and I think it is a cultural change~ 

I know that everybody's always using this example, but 
the impact of the public campai9n to get people to wear seatbelts, or 
the impact of the public information on smoking leading to a 
reduction in smoking -- I mean, I think a lot of these things are biq 
cultural issues, and people really have to collectively decide to 
change their behavior if we're ever goinq to solve these problems. I 
don't think -- a government program or mandate won't do it. 

Q Do you see yourself in the mainstream of that sort 
of anti-drunk driving, pro-seatbelt, and this is sort of the 
beginning? Thatts so big -- violence~ 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, but in this case -- and there are 
other examples, if I might be -- good and bad on the drug issue. I 
mean, the more we have these ads telling people that drugs kill you 
and are bad for you, the more kids don't usa them. If we ease up a 
little bit, drug use starts going up again. So I think that violence 
is a big thing, I know that: but violence has some pretty concrete 
manifestations to young people. I mean, most of these violent issues 
that are there for them involve going to and from school or getting 
in fights with people that you know; they just do. 

So if we can just at least get them to become sensitive 
to that and to cooperate~ We're trying to put a lot more police on 
the street, we're trying to develop community policing~ We have to 
have willing kids f we have to have people involved~ There have got 
to be ways that they -- we also need -- one of the things we've got 
in our crime bill io a li":.tlo mo:-:,oj' that will help achccl3 a.nd. ctl"..&r 
community organizations to set up programs to teach young people
alternative ways of resolving their conflicts and dealing with their 
fruserations and their angers. But first you1ve got to have a 
willing heart -- people have to be able to imaqine that it can be 
done, that it can be different: and thatls what we're trying to dO up 
here. 

Q Mr. President, in December t you were sort of 
jawboning the entertainment industry to clean up its act. You said 
that, "television unintentionally sets what the cha'in reaction of 
even more impulsive behavior and the' inability to deal with 
conflict. 1i' So YO'll were talking to the industry there. Could you 
elaborate on what you told them? And have you detected any 
alteration or the effect of your jawboning? 

THE PRESIDENT' Well, I think a number of them -- I 
think there has been an effort among a lot of the networks to reduce 
the raw and indiscriminant violent content of their programming. 
And, of coursQ, they agreed, I think, last month, to have an 
independent monitor of that. And I was very pleased by that. 

What I hope now is that the energies of the industry 
will also be turned to some affirmative efforts. I kno~ Dr~ Winston, 
the fellow that developed the seatbelt thing, hets working on that 
lIsquash itn program. 

Q That!s right, how do you feel about that? 
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THE PRESIDENT! Well, I think it's intriguing to me. I 
mean, ! understand the networks may be reluctant to incorporate some 
things into their scripts that they think is going to mess them up. 
But I'd like to see them really take it seriously and work through it 
and see what can be done about it. 

I just think that the power of example is a very 
powerful thing. It's more powerful than just people preaching at 
you. And when people see it unfold in the drama of television, or 
~ven if it do~sn;t amount to anything more than advertising, I think 
it's really worth doing. 

Q There are nine or ten bills pending in Congress 
with regard to this general subject. I wonder if you have any 
feelings about the legislative possibilities of amelioration here. 
Is it -- can it be done effectively through legislation? Is that a 
way to go? 

THE PRESIDENT! Well, I would prefer that we do it 
voluntarily, that we all do it as a national cause, without 
legislation; just because I think if anybody could ever oomplain 
about the unfettered freedom of expression l it would be a 
president -- partioularly after all the stuff that I've experienced 
in that regard. But I still would prefer it if we could have no 
legislation and we could work to just channel the brilliance and the 
creative energies' and the power of the entertainment industry to try 
to deal with these things. They're cultural in nature, and they - 
people need to really want to change the way they live their lives 
and do their business. 

Q Of course, Attorney General Reno did make a 
statement in that regard saying that she thought that some of these 
things might be constitutionally sound. Is there anything that you 
could say about that? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, we might be able to draft a bill 
that WOuld be constitutional. I just don't know what my preferred 
approach would be. And I think that I have seen some evidence that 
entertainment people are taking their responsibilities quite 
s~r!ou91¥ here. I think there has b~en an effort to reduce th9 
violent content of some programming. I know there's been a 
willingness to support this PSA that I did. I think the 
establishment of an independent monitor who can now kind of keep us 
in touch with ourselves~ 

A lot of what happened, I think -- in the entertainment 
industry on television with the mindless violence and a lot of the 
other things that happened that I don't think are so good -- it 
wasn't just an isolated experience; it was sort of the slow 
cumulation of changing the way things happen; And I think, there was 
no consciousness of that. I think this idea ~f having a monitor who 
can at least describe changing patterns and actually quantify 
instances 'of things that might have a cumulative destructive impaot
is a good beginning. I'd just rather see it done that way than by 
some law. 

Q Letfs take a step back for a second. Does t.v. 
violence aotually inspire societal violence in your view? 

THE PRESIDENT; Well, first of all, the answer is, I 
don't know; I don't know that anybody knows~ But I can tell you what 
I think. What I think is that any given show is more a reflection of 
whatfs going on than a cause of it; but that because there are so 
many young people today who spend too much time in front of 
televisions and have too few other things to do, and because their 
parents permit that to happen, or because they don't have parental 
supervision, X think that the cumUlative i~paot of it over time is to 
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make people almost subconsciously more prone toward violence and more 
willing to accepe it -- have a lower pain threshold about it, a lower 
acceptance threshold. 

Q This 'is a kind of intuitive deduction on your part,
rather than based on some study that you1ve -

TWE PRESIDENT! It's what I think. Yeah, and there have 
been studies that suggest this, of course. And every time a study 
comes out, I try to assImilate the findings and listen to the 
arguments. But I frankly think that the common senoo ccnclu~ion i~ 
that you cantt say -- with rare exceptions -- you couldn't say a 
specific show Would cause a specific conduct. Itls the cumulative 
impact of all this programming pouring into home after home after 
nome where there is too little family structure, too little organized 
life around learning and other activities: so that it fills a vacuum 
in a way that is not constructive. I think that's what's going on. 

Q How does your feeling about the violenoe and the 
children dovetail with the feelings you expressed"in Memphis about 
what the black community is doing to itself? Is this all of a piece? 

THE PRESIDENT: Absolutely. Absolutely it is. I mean, 
you see this -- those ministers in Memphis, they feel often that they 
are the collective dam holding baok tne deluge. Because too many of 
those kids are growing up without other kinds of structure and order 
and guidanoe and direction in their lives, so that the t.v. is 
basically hitting them in a ohaotio atmosphere. It's almost likeJ when you see these piotures of people on space flights and they're 
floating around, you know, they're not anchored, they're not moored. 
And it makes them far'more vulnerable. 

Q So it's our black youth are particularly victimized 
by this problem. 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, because blacks are, in our country, 
are more likely to unemployed, are more likely to live in 
neighborhoods, are more likely to be exposed to gun violence and to 
danger. So they are particularly vulnerable to the cumulative 
impacts of it because of the other problems that they face in their 
lives. 

But it is a problem that is also affecting others. To 
give you another problem -- out of wedlock births are growing rapidly 
now among ,white teenagers and Hispanic teenagers. Those children j in 
turn, will be more likely as they grow up to be sUbject to extended 
~periods without a lot of supervision. They will see more of whatever 
it happens to be on television. rhey will be more likely to be out 
in an environment that is somewhat more disorderly, and therefore 
they wi11 be more vulnerable to the cumulative impact ot this~ A11 
this is -- you can't sse this television issue in isolation from 
what1s happening to the family, whatJs happening to our communities 1 

whether there is work, what's happening in the schools and whether 
there is schooling, and whether there is parantal·supervision'over 
thess kids. All tnis stuff is related. 

Q Speaking of parental supervision, do you have any 
guidelines for your own daughter about what she ought to watch t or 
what she should not? ~ 

THE PRESIDENT: We used to when she had more free time. 
But we don't really anymore because 'she has so much homework at 
night. In other words, it's not necessary. I've been impressed: she 
shows great discipline. Last night, for example, I was watching the 
Arkansas-LSU game, and yesterday school was cancelled hera, so she 
had worked a lot -- a major portion of the day -- hut she still had a 
little more to do and she wouldn't come down and watch the game until 
she had finished her work. 
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The schools can help a lot; if all of our kids had more 
homework, they'd have less time to do this. I mean, my daughter, 
literally, I just -- it is not a problem anymore because of the bulk 
of her homework. 

Q Does it bother you that in a study that we dial the 
children's cartoons were among the most violent forms of programming 
on television? And that seems to be correct. 

THE PRESIDENT: A lot of people are talking about that 
;md tho video grur-.cc being '",or:;~ th:l:1 the mainstream prcqramminq. 

Q Are you say ing that cartoons are worse than 1, \ 

mainstream programming? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know, we don't watch as many~ I 
used to watch Car~OOns every saturday morning ~ith Chelsea and the 
ones that we watched weren't so violent. But I think I would say the 
same thing -- I think it's something that they ought to look at 
because especially when you·re dealing with young 'kids, where the 
compass may be even less firmly anchored, you don't want to 
inadvertently send out the wrong signals. There are ways to thrill 
young people, young children with adventure 1 and even with danger,
without being overly violent. 

Q That raises a question that I would like to ask. 
You've said at least on three occasions that I'm aware of 1n the last 
two years, that there ought to be -- you've exhorted the 
entertainment community to join with you in writing the future or 
forming a pact to improve things without compromising artistic 
integrity; you always put that caveat in. In Los Angeles you went 50 
far as to say, you don't have to stop entertaining, titillating, 
frightening, or thrilling -- which covers a whole lot of work 
thereabout -- and could still somehow face the realities that young
people live with. Now, it's always a kind of a balanced thinq which, 
I reckon, sort of leaves us in the middle and I donft see any 
movement. so I don't understand what remedies you really believe in. 

THE PRESIDENT: Well,! just prefer not to have 
legislative remedies. But you asked me if we could have one that was 
constitutional, I think We probably could. But Ifm just saying that 
I think that these -- if you look at, there have been great changes
in behavior over time in our society: some have been bad, some have 
been good. Two things that are clearly good is smoking has declined 
markedly, more people are wearing seatbelts -- thatls gOOd9 From 
time to ~ime, drug use has declined markedly. There are cities in 
our country where crime has declined markedly. 

So I guess what I'm telling you is, behavior can change. 
I believe that sustained efforts by people in the entertainment 
industry to think about what they can do in the way of pUblic service 
advertising, what they could do about program content, what they 
could do outside of all that just a~ rol~ mod~ls and famous people 
would make a difference. And I was impressed, like I said, I think. 
the appointment of the monitor is a good thing. I balieve there will 
be a fall-off in mindless violence in network programming. The 
question iSi now what affirmative action shoul~ we take beyond this? 

1 don't know, maybe the White House will have to 
organize and direct that strategy, maybe, to qat more real 
involvement co~~unity in an affirmative way. We'll have to organize
it out of here and effect it -- I haven't given much thought to that. 
But I do think that they can make a huge difference. 

Q From where you sit, it sounds like you're willing 
to' go a lot less far than Attorney General Reno was when she made her 
comments in the fall in front of the Hollings committee, is that 
right? 
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THE PRESIDENT: Well, I thought what she said was that 
it was a terrible problem and they ought to do their part; she would 
prefer not to have legislation, but she didn't.think all legislation 
would be unconstitutional. I agree with that. But I don't detect 
any marked eagerness on her part to have a legislation in this regard 
because I think she believes there will be a response. 

Q The FCC Chairman, Reed Hunt*, said something
comparable 1 and that's it -- that if the entertainment industry 
doesn't clean up itself, that he thinks the FCC would, in fact, take 
some action6 Did you give him any specific marchinq orders on that 
point? 

I{ 
 THE PRESIDENT: No, didn't even know he said it. 

(Laughter.) It's a big government t I canft keep up with what they

all say. 

Q The creative community frequently sort of clothes 
itself in the First Amendment when called upon to reduce media 
violenco. They say, well, itls an infringement on our rights. Bu~ 
what about the rights Of viewers -- children, specifically? 00 the 
First Amendment rights of the creators of programming take precedence 
over the rights of citizenry, specifically children, with regard to 
violence? 

THE PRESIDENT: Of course, the problem with that is that 
the children's rights -- we've always permitted greater restrictions 

, on what children were exposed to; we've always had special rules for 
children in our society, and I think we still should. 

The problem is that the t.v. is in the home, and the 
presumption is that the parents shOUld be the intermediary between 
the television and the children. Basically, the parents Qught,npt to 

And I say this - I don't watCh a 
an.ne.l surfer, I love to sit there - 

and I learn a lot about America surfing the channels, a lot. I learn 
~ lot about people who are different from me and lives that are 
different from mine and attitudes that are different from mine. I 
think television can be an enormously positive force. But I think 
that th~ -- let!s face it, r m~an, one big problem h~L6 is that tou 
many kids have unrestricted access to the teleVision, undisciplined 
by their parents and unoccupied by other competing considerations 
that would be either more interesting or more immediate, like 
homework. I mean, that's -- I think that is a huge problem. 

Of course, a lot of it is unavoidable. You have all of 
these working parents; a lot of these parents are single parents - 
they have to work, their kids are going to be home. So maybe there 
are some -- I know there is some discussion even of a technological 
fix, where there ought to be some chip where the parents could rule 
out some programs or rule out some networks~ 

Q How does that appeal to you as a parent? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think that -- I don't understand 
all the technology and the details; a lot of times in a deal like 
this, the devilla in the details~ But, in qeneral, for a parent that 
has to be out working, that has certain problems -- philosophically, 
I don't have a problem with that, because that's a matter of a parent
controlling the access to proqramminq in the home and I think thatls 
okay. 

Q Senator Hollings also -- that's Congressman Markey 
__ Senater Hollings has a notion that there should be kind of a sate 
harbor where violent programming would be in periods of the day when 
children would not be expected to be watching in large numbers. Does 
that idea appeal to you at all! 
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THE PRESIDENT: Yeah, of course, to some extent, the 
media does that anyway in other ways. The networks organize their 
proqramming on certain nights and at certain times of the night based 
on what audiences they're trying to target. I guess the problem
would be is if you think the target audience that would be large is 
the kids and the people that shouldn't watch it. I think there'. 
something to be said for that4 Again, I don't know -- I can't 
imagine how you would legislate that, but I think it's something that 
ought to be considered by the networks -- when people are exposed to 
certain things. 

It's just like me -- I mean, you take the person my age, 
my life is reasonably well-formed and occupied with other things.
And whatever I see on television, because lIm likely -to be not only 
occupied, but preoccupied, is likely to have a far smaller impact on 
me than someone whose life is not formed and not busy with other 
things and, you know, not where the imagination is not even driven by 
other things. I just think that there's something to be said for 
allocating these programs to a time when people will be more likely 
to be entertained and less likely to be destructively influenced by 
them. I think that's okay. 

Q As far as the creative community is concerned and 
what it can do, have you discussed this with Linda and Harry 
Bloodworth-Thomason at all? 

THE PRESIDENT, Yeah, we've talked about it a little 
bit. And when I was out in Hollywood, you know, at that fundraiser, 
that's what I talked about. But, as I said, ! haven't -- to be fair 
to them before I criticize them -- if it's my responsibility to 
organize a response from them, that's something I haven't done yet; 
but, I do think it's really worth thinking. What I found out - 
there was a whole bunch of really gifted people who would like to 
make a contribution to resolvinq a lot of these problems -- the 
violence problem t the teen pregnancy problem; kids without enough to 
do problem, and all these things are related. My hunch is that we 
could get major, major impact out of the entertainment community 
toward dealing with these'problems if it were properly organized and 
focused completely voluntarily. 

I mean, this country basically holds together because 
most af the time most people want to do the right thing. r don't 
think anybody -- I won't say anybody -- most people who put all these 
violent programs together did it because they thought it would be 
popular, would be well received, people wanted to watch it. And I'm 
sure they never thought that they would be promoting the kind of 
anti-social behavior they were depicting. For a lot of us, we had 
the reverse impact -- we see this kind of stuff and we say, God, I 
would never do anything like that, I don't want to be that, that's 
not the kind of person I am. This stuff only has that kind of 
impact, I am convinced, on people who·don't have enouqh other things, 
includinq structure and direction, in their lives. And when they are 
just weighted down by it, it has an almost numbing desensitizinq
effect. When you just pile hours and hours and hours a day on it for 
years, then I think it has an impact. 

Q Yes, and of course, the kids in the inner cities, 
who have fewer recreational opportunities and whose parents are not 
at home, do exactly what you say~ That is, they watch television in 
vastly greater quantity than the population at large. 

THE PRESIDENT: And this is not just the entertainment 
community's fault. Why don't they have recreational opportunities?
Why shouldn't that be a responsibility of the public? Why shouldn't 
people in inner cities or in poor rural areas, for that matter I have 
access to parks and basketball and baseball and all those things. 
This is not -- we don't want to take a completely negative attitude 
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toward this. I mean, a lot of this stuff, after all, is the natural 
development of hUman nature given a certain set of circumstances. 
And if these kids had more other things to do, who knows how 
different their lives would be? 

Q They certainly wouldn't watch television as much. 

THE PRESIDENT: No. But, I mean, I think that's 
something we need to think about. Not only just toninq down t.v., 
ratchetinq up alternative forms of recreation. You know, it's 
amazing whae things schools have had to abandon in big cities because 
of their budgetary problems. Jesse Jackson was in the hera other 
day, we were talking about this very issue. And he said -- and we 
were talking about the rise of African American baseball players 
cominq from the Caribbean, for example t or Central America, and how 
at the same time, baseball is a dying art in a lot of our inner 
cities because there were no more qloves~ no More balls, no more 
bats, not more coaches, no more uniforms, no more leagues, no moreJ places to play. And the place that gave a lot of our immigrant kids 
a shot to make it through baseball -- how'it wasn't even there. I 
just think that -- I can't tell you how important I think that is. 

And we talked about this a lot in connection with the 
crime bill. You have got to give children something to say yes to. 
You cantt put them alone in an apartment, nobody there, nothing to 
do, no money to go do anything else t no activities down at a local 
YMCA or a local boys or girls club, or a local school athletic event 
and say, now, don't turn on the television and see all those violent 
crimes and be influenced by it -- sit there and stare at the wall; 
and without homework to be done and somebody to help with it and all 
that. There are just no alternatives. That is the reality. The 
fundamental reality, I am convinced, is not this or that or ~he other 
particular program -- it is the accumulated impact of this. So that 
there is a synergy there that can be very destructive, but it's not 
fair to put it all on this or that program. 

Q Mr. President, a slightly other topic -- you're in 
the middle or beginning of a health care reform battle, depending on 
how we look at it. And it has become, in the last few months, a 
battle of the airwaves. If you take yesterday's polls seriously, y~u 
are losinq that battle. 

been on 
THE PRESIDENT; Because I don't have any.

the airwaves, we don't have any money. 
We haven't 

Q Are you going to get on? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, - there's no way - the President 
doesnlt have a $20 or $30 million budget. 'These pe'ople have made it 
clear they'll spend $lOO $150 million, Whatever, to keep the system
the way it is -- which is the most expensive, least efficient system
in the world and the only advanced country in the world that doesn't 
give everybody health care security -'- and, basicallYf with a lot of 
misinformation. There should be some ads actually starting today by 
some groups that are allied with us pointinq out what's in it~ 

If you notice what the poll showed, though, it shows you 
the destructive power of advertising. The support for my plan peaked
last year at the State of the union and this year at the State of the 
Union and in the middle when I gave my speech to conqress~ Those are 
the three peaks in the support for health care. The support for the 
elements that are, in fact, in my health care plan hasntt changed a 
whit. You know, 70 percent of the people believe that everybody 
ought to he able to get health insurance through their place of work l 

the employer and the e~ployee ought to contribute~ so, that's 
something the organized interest groups are fighting against. Over 
70 percent of the people believe we ought to have reforms in the 
health insurance markets. 
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So the things that the interest groupe don't want, that 
are animating all this advertisement, therels still overwhelming 
public support for. The plan goes down in support because they fill 
the airwaves with all this stuff characterizing the plan in ways that 
make people think, oh, Ilm going to lose choice in my doctor, or the 
quality of health care will go down, or something else that has 
nothing to do with the plan. 

That's the~most il}.teresting thing. So the. plan -- the 
sUIJjfort fur my plan goes up and down I depending on whether people 
know what's in it. And the less they know about what's in it and the 
more they are misinformed, the more the support goes down. 

But there is no way in the world f can match and pay for 
advertising time. I think they've already spent $30 million on the 
airwaves. 

Q Is television almost an enemy at this juncture? 
Television was your ally during, the campaign, now youtre in office 
is it possible to govern in an electronic age 'with complex issues on 
the table? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, let me just say this, it's hard to 
govern in an electronic age if you're in and the quys that are out 
have more money than you do to advertise. That's the only problem.
I mean, because whattg happening is the organized interest groups now 
will'qo to Congress and they'll see: now don't require employers and 
employees who don't have health insurance to buy their health care 
because look at the support for the President's plan is qoinq down; 
don't get tough on the insurance industry and stop them from charging
the old more than the young, or stop them from kicking people off if 
somebody in their family has been sick. But the truth is that the 
support for that is still overwhelming and hasn't changed. It is the 
characterization of the plan which we don't have the money to answer 
which drives the support down. 

But what I think is that the Congress knows that and 
we'll still get a decant health care plan out of this. But it 
changes everything. For example, we'd be lynched around here if the 
('ongr-ees ~ppropriat~d $50 milli.,!'! for me to blJ,Y tell!!!vieion ad!! with 
taxpayer money to take up for my health care plan. On the other 
hand, we have no protection if that happens against us. And yet, the 
health care system canlt be reformed if I had to please interests 
that would give me as much money to reform it as those that are 
attacking us. 

But I can't whine about that: that's just part of the 
way we live. But it's a real challenge in government, though, to get 
fundamental change in this kind of environment. 

Q Last question. Does television not only drive but 
distort foreign policy decisions? You know that that argument is 
about -- Somalia, Bosnia? 

THE PRESIDENT: The answer is , to some extent, yes on 
both. It also tells people about the world in ways they wouldn't 
know about it and that's good. But if you look at -- if you take 
somalia. for example, there was a lot of television in Somalia, and 
none in Sudan, none in 'Burundi, none in Angola -- where arguably the 
human loss was just as great. 

Q Does is tie your hands I in facti some days? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, it could. And also -- but policy 
makers have to remember that when it come to foreign policy, it's a 
double edged sword. That is, television will get you into Somalia 
and get you out of it, arguably. People will say this is a terrible 
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thing in Bosnia, and then say it's even more terrible if you go in 
and the Americans suffer losses. So I tried to get the best of it. 
That lSI having CNN at points of conflict and all that, but we can1t 
let that dominate our foreign policy. We canlt make decisions based 
on itt because we have to know that while the American people may 
have their awareness heightened of certain things at certain times, 
we still have to proceed very deliberately based on what our 
fundamantal interests are as well as what our humanitarian concerns 
are, and what our resources are: what our ability to achieve our 
objects are. SOl it's n04 a sound basis for making foreign policy 
wnat happens to be gripping the news at night. 

Q Is global TV your primary source of information 
about the world? Does it compete favorably with your morning
intelligence briefing? Do you get as much of the screen as you get 
from all other sources combined? 

THE PRESIDENT: I wouldn't say as much as all other 
sources combined, because I not only get a morning intelligence 
briefing and a lot of memos durinq the day, but I also read articles· 
and talk to people. So I spend so much time on foreign policy I 
wouldn't, but most Americans do. Most Americana qet much more now 
from global television than they get from anything else. And on 
balance, it is a plus because they know more about the rest of the 
world, and that's good because it made it possible for us, for 
exampla j to pass NAFTA; say that we can't run away from the world, we 
have to compete and win, we've qot to be involved in it. And again,
I say, this is a plus that is the flipside of the minus on the 
violent programming. 

I think if you do what most Americans do and you watch 
the evening news every night, and than you maybe sae CNN a little 
during the day or Whatever, the accumulated impact of it is not 
necessarily to have you have an opinion on any specific iSSU8 1 but at 
least to know down deep in your bones that we are part of the world 
now, we cannot withdrawal from it, we must be engaged in it~ And 
t,hatts a veryJ very important inSight. So there's a case where the 
accumulated impact, I think, has been a very positive one for 
America. 

Thank r-ou, Mr. 

END 1:19 P.M. EST 


