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STATEMENT BY PRESIDENT CLINTON ON THE RELEASE
OF THE SECOND ANNUAL NATIONAL TELEVISION VIOLENCE STUDY

[t is critical that we strengthen our farmbies and help parents pass on their values to their
children. Television can be a positive force or a destructive force in the Jives of our children,
Every one of us knows that exposure to TV violence sends the wrong message to our kids. And
parents whose children grew up watching good educational programming know that television
can teach, as well a5 entertain.

The MNational Television Violence Study released today by The Center for Communmication
and Social Policy underiines that, while we have taken important measures, there is still more to
do, We cannot transform the system overnight, but each of us --parents, the entertainment
industry, government --has a responsibility to help bring about change for the better. Step by
step, Vice President Gore and | are commutted to making television better for our families. We
have challenged the entertairunent industry to provide more family programming, and challenged
parents to do their part as well, ‘

We have made some real progress:

Our new Telecommunications Act requires new TV sets to include a violence chip, a V-
chip, that will give parents the ability 10 screen out violent or inappropriate programming
for their young children, ’

The broadcasters have answered my challenge to develop a voluntary rating system that
will enable the V.chip to work. That ratings system has recently been put into effect;
parents now have g new tool to help decide what shows their children can watch. Now, in
order for this system 1o work, parents must let the entertainment industry know how it is
working, and the industry must respond to that input.

Last summer, we reached agreement with the broadcasters under which they will air three
hours a week of educational children’s programming. The FCC has adopted the proposal,
and the market for educational relevision for children is now booming. It will soon bring a
new wealth of posittve programming to America’s children.

Today's study shows there is still too much violence on the television, and that we must all
continue the important work we have begun.
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SERIOUS TV VIOLENCE DOWN IN PRIME TIME -

SYNDICATED SERIES MORE VIOLENT THAN THE NETWORK SERIES

Washington, D.C. - Serious TV violence s down this season, according to a new study
by the Center for Media and Public Affairs {CMPA]. The study aiso found that syndicated
serigs are far more violent than network shows.

For the past two seasons {1992-93 and 1993-94}, CMPA researchers studied the amount
of violence on the premiera episode of all prime time fictional series on ABC, NBC, CBS,
FOX, and the most widely seen first-run syndicated broadcast series. The [after appear
mostly on independant stations, and are seen in at least 60 percent of the country.

The 1892 sample consisted of 74 network and nine syndicated shows; the 1893 sample
included 73 network and eight syndicated episodes. CMPA tabulated all scenes
involving the use of physical force, but our focus was on "serious” violencs involving
physical assauits that went beyond a single punch, slap, or push.

On the network prime time series, the number of scenes involving serious violence
dropped 28 percent {from 119 to 93}, The amount of gunplay dropped even more
sharply, by 58 percent {from 57 to 24 scenes). However, the total amount of violence
actually rose slightly, from 338 to 361 scenes. There was also a drop off of 50 percent
in sericus violence shown in “promos” for future series and movies.

The eight syndicated series contained 33 percont more serlous violence than ail 74
network saries in 1993 (124 scenes vs. 83). Six of the ten most violent shows were
syrdicated. When measured for serious violence alone, seven of the top ten were
syndicated. Results for the 1982 season were similar to thase,
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COMBINED TOTALS

TEN MOST VIOLENT SERIES

VIOLENT SCENES

1993 SERIOUS* TOTAL
SYN 1} *Highlander” 3 52
SYN 2) “Acapulco HEA.T.X 25 31
SYN 3) "Renegade” 24 42
FOX 4) "Adventures of Brisco County, Jr.” 21 64
SYN 3) "Star Trek: Next Generation” 17 29
SYN 6} "Untouchables” 13 25
NBC 7) "Seaquest DSV _ Y 12
SYN &) “Star Trek: Deep Space Nine” 9 i1
CBS 9} "Walker, Texas Ranger” 8 43
CBS 10} "South of Sunset” 7 17

Notz: Other series amoung the top ten in kxal violence include: “Cobra” (SYN), 5 serious, 20 wal
scenes;  “Moon Over Miami” (ABO), 2 sevious, 17 otal scenes,

1992 SERIQUS* TOTAL
SYN 1} "Kung Pu: The Legend Continues” 33 445

SYN 2) "Renegade” 31 52

SYN 3) “Untouchables” ' 28 33

SYN 4) "Time Trax” 17 24
ABC 35) "Hat Squad” 14 41

SYN 6} “Star Trek: Deep Space Nine” 13 17

SYN 7) "Sureer Justice” 10 24

ABC 7) "Young Indiana Jones” , 10 16 _
FOX 9) “In Living Color” ) Tl g g B
NBC 10} "Quantum Leap” ‘ 8 . 29
NBC 10} “Reasonable Doubts” 8 I8

Note: Ciber series amoung the top ten in toal violence include: “LA Law” (NBC}, 7 serious, 26 wial
scenes; “Commish” {ABC), § serions, 18 wial scencs.

*SERIOUS V§, MINGE VIOLENCE . We Jistinguished between acts that were likely to cause serious barm
to the victim and those tha were likely 0 cause only minor harm. Serious viokence inchudes armed and
unarmed assualts, gunplay, sexusl assaelts and suicides. Minor of Jesser acts of viclence inciude
pushes, slaps, single punches, property destruction and making a daeat with & weapon.

This diviston reflects the role of violence in storytelling, since it avoids equating a pushing
match bevweer two children with a barroom braw! or a shoot-out.




. Me.
March 4, 1994 /\\/ \/u\ﬂ»u

TQ: Bruce Reed

FROM: Jody Greenstone

RE: TV QGuide Transcript

I have attached the President's TV Guide transcript. Two points of interest:

1} The President mentioned several times that maybe the White House should be
doing more on TV violence. I have called a meeting next week vath Peter Edelrman and
Eldie Achesan to discuss a strategy -- please come if vou want. (I will call your office with
time and place.) Afier that meeting, |1 think we should send a note 1o the President with a
recommendation of what we should do. Please let me know if you sgree.

2} "Bquash i¢" is clearly on his radar screen {slthough poor Jay Winston gets credit
for the “seat-beli thing® not drunk driving), We may want to revisit the possibility of an
event,
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MEMORANDUM
DRAFT

To: Dick Morris and Tom Freedman
From: Mary L. 8mith
Piate: August 13, 1996

Re: Violence on Children’s TV Programs

L INTRODUCTION

This memorandum will discuss violence in chitdren’s television programs in two
respects, Initially, this memorandum will provide a summary of the research and legislation that
has addressed violence on television. In addition, this memorandurm will deseribe some of my
observations regarding the current programming schedude for childeen’s television shows, both
during the week and on Saturday mornings.

IL SUMMARY OF RESEARCH REGARDING VIOLENCE IN TELEVISION

For more than forty years, Congress has expressed concern about viglence on elevision.
However, a CRS Report for Congress notes that “[hjistorically, after interest in the issue has
been brought to the forefront, the television broadeast indusiry has typically responded by
reducing the amount of television violence, usually for a short period of time” and that *{t]his
practice is continuing.™

The National Commission on the Canses and Prevention of Violenee

Many studies, conducied throughout the 1960°s through the present, have concluded that
television violence could contribute to aggression in children and in adults.?  For instance, in

* Edith Fairman Cooper, “Television Violence: A Survey of Selected Social

Science Rescarch Linking Violemt Program Viewing With Aggresston in Children and Socicty,”
CRS Report for Congress at 1 (May 17, 1995) (“The May 1995 CRS Report™).

: Id. See also The UCLA Television Violence Monitoring Repori {“The UCLA
Report™)}(Seplember 1995},
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June 1968, President Lyndon B. Johnson created the National Comumssion on the Causes and
Prevention of Violence, The Coammission’s Mass Media Task Force contacted Dr. George
Gerbner of the Annenberg School For Communications at the University of Pennsylvanis to
perform a content analysis of viclence depicted in television programs. Professor Gerbner and
his staff analyzed both the quantity and quality of vielence, They analyzed 64 hours of dramatic
programming that had osccurred in 1967 and 58 % hours in 1968°

Professor Gerbner’s research indicated that individuals exposed to violent programming
could learn to perform aggressive acts under three possible conditions: (1) “when « situation is
encountered similar 1o the portrayal situation in which aggressive acts were learned”; (2 “when
there is an expectation of being rewarded for performing the learned aggression or escaping
detection”; and {3) “when no disapproval of the portrayed behavior ts shown by another person
who is exposed to the same portrayals.™ The analysts felt that more research was required in
order to determine whether children who viewed v:ctem prograyns would actuaily show more
aggression in their day-to-day lives,

Dr. Gerbrer’s research has continued {or nearly 30 years through the "Culusnal
Indicators™ project which “consists of periodic study of television programming aixd of the
conceptions of social reality that viewing cultivates in child and adult audiences.™

in the late 1960', the task force concluded that television violence was “one major
contributory factor which must be considered in attempis to explain the many forms of violen
behavior that mark American society today.™

Covernment Landmark Studies

While the general perception was that the report of the President’s Commission on the
Causes and Prevention of Violence was a good start in establishing a link between media
violence and vieolence in the real world, many belicved a more detailed analysis should be
performed. In 1969, Senator John O. Pastore ([J,-R.1.}, Chairman of the Senate Subcommittee on
Communications of the Committee on Commerce, requested that the Surgeon General conduct a

! See The May 1993 CRS Report at 3 (citing Robert K. Baker and Sandra . Ball,
The Television World of Viclence, A Report to the National Commission on the Causes and
Prevention of Violence, Washington, U.S. Govt. Print Off,, 1969, p. 318}

M id. at 337,

5 See The May 1995 CRS Report.

& See UCLA Reportat 3,
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scientific study on the effect of television violence on children and adolescents.

The resulting “Surgeon General's Report” laid a foundation for the conclusion that a-
causal link exists between the viewing of television violence and real-life aggression.”  The
Surgeon General’s Report consisted of six volumes, five of which were social seience research
called Tefevision und Social Behavior. These volumes included technical reports that comprised
23 independent projects and several commissioned papers assessing wlovision’s gffeczs )
children and vouth?

One study in the Surgeon General’s Report examined the short-term effects on children.
This study by Robert M. Liebert and Robert A. Baron, entitled Shorr-Term Effects of Televised
Agwression an Chilidren s Aggressive Behavior, concluded that viewing a violent scene increased
the willingness of some children to be aggressors in a laboratory situation,”

"Another study contained in the Surgeon General’s Report conducted by Monroe
Lefkowitz ¢ of. entitled Television Violence and Child Aggression! 4 Follow-up Study found
that the television viewing habits that an 8-year-old had established would snfiuence his
aggressive behavior well into his adolescent yvears. The ten-vear longitudine! study found a
direct effect between the violence an 8-year-ofd boy watched and the boy’s aggressive behavior
atages ¥ and 18, In fact, the link between viewing violence at age ¥ and aggression at age 18
was even stronger than the hink between viewing and commitiing violence at age 8.

While these are but two of the studies contained in the Surgeon General’s report, as a
whole, the advigory commitiee concluded: “Thus the two sets of findings (laboratory and survey)
converge in three respects: a preliminary and tentative indication of a causal relation between
viewing violence on television and aggressive behavior; an indication that any such causal
operation operates only on some children {(who are predisposced (o be aggressive): and an
indication that it operates only in some environmental contexts. Such tentative and limited
conclusions are not very satisfving {vet] they represent substantially more knowledge than we
had two vears ago.”™

i See The May 1995 CRS Report at 4 and The UCLA Report at 3.

3

See The May 1995 CRS Report at 4 (citing The Surgeon General’s Scicntific
Advisory Committee on Television and Social Behavior, Television and Growing Up: The
Impact of Televised Violence, Report to the Surveon General (19721}

4 See The UCLA Report at 6 and The May 1993 CRS Report at 526

i See The UCLA Report at 6.
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The Surgeon General himself, Jessie Steinfeld, in com mcm%ﬁg on the Surgeon General’s
Report before the Senate, stated:

While the Committee report is carefully phrased and qualified in language acceptable 1o
social scientists, it 1s clear to me that the causal relation between televised violence and
antisocial behavior Is sufficient o warrant appropriate and immediate remedial action.
The data on social phenomena such as television and social violence will never be clear
enough for all social scientists to agree on the formulation of a suceinct statement of

~causality. But there comes a time when the data are sufficicnt to justify action . The time
has come."!

" The National Institate of Mental Health Television and Behavior Report .

In 1982, ten vears afier the Surgeon General’s report, the National Institute of Mental
Health (“NIMH”) pubdished a review of the extensive, existing literature on the subicet entitled
Television and Behavior: Ten Years of Scientific Pragress and Implications,

The 1982 report provided a more precise statement about the cause and effect of televised
violense and aggressive behavion:

After 1 more yenrs of research, the consensus among most of the research community is
that violence on television does lead to aggressive behavior by children and teenagers
who watch the programs. This conclusion is based on faboratory experiments and on
field studies. Not all children become aggressive, of course, but the correlations between
violence and aggression are positive, In magnitude, television violence 15 as strongly
correlated with aggressive behavior ag any other bebavioral vanable that has been
measurcd. The research question has moved from asking whether or not there is an effect
to seeking explanations for the effect.”

Cultural Indicators Study

Dr. George Gerbner has been conducting the Cultural Indicators research effort for nearly
30 years. This ongoing research has analyzed program content and assessed the impact of
television violence on both children and adults.

In analyzing the content of television programs since 196768, Dr. Gerbner and his

" Sge The UCLA Report at 7,

= The May 1995 CRS Report at 9-10.
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associates found that the level of viclence in prime-time has romained relatively constant at about
five acts per hour, In contrast, they found that in Saturday morning cartoons, violence grew
much higher to about 20 10 25 acts per hour, Violence 1 children’s television has increased
dramatically, peaking at 30 to 32 acis per hour in 1981 and 1982, Other researchers have
determined that the average preschooler and school-aged child watches tclevision approximately
two to four hours per day. They turther estimated that the average child will have seen 8,000
murders, and over 100,000 additiona) acts of violence on television by the time of eompleting

elementary school. By a child’s teenage years, more than 200,000 violent acts would have been
viewed." :

In the 1992-93 season, the rescarch showed that the frequency of vielent acts per hour
had decreased to 2.9, about half of what it had been in 1990, Also, in the 1992-93 season,
Saturday maorning cartoons showed a dramatic decline in vielence 1o 18 acts per hour, down from
the 32 acts per hour during the 1990-91 season.” In the ensuing seasous, violence again
increased to 26.6 acts per hour in the fall of 1993, then decreased to 22.2 acts per hour in the
spring of 1994, and is at 20 acts per hour for the Fall of 1995,

r. Gerbner’ basically has found three effects from viewing violenee on television:
(1} A few persons imitate the violence that they have viewed,;

(2) Many more become {ieseﬁsiiized to violence; and

(3) In nearty everyone, but in especially heavy television viewers, persons exposed to

image of violence cxperience “mean world syndrome,” wherehy they averestimate the amount of
violence in the world. '

i Edith Fairman Cooper, “Television Vialence: An Overview,” " CRS Report for

Congress at 3 {(January 13, 1998)("The January 1995 CRS Report™).

H See The May 1995 CRS Reportat 13,

5 Dr. Gerbner notes that the violence indicatorg are down i 1993 but that it is top

early 1o tell if this is a trend or a seasonal vananon, Dr. Gerbner would be willing to prepare a
miore compleie and comprehensive TV violence report for the Vice-President’s use.

* See The May 1995 CRS Report at 14; The January 1995 CRS Report at 4; and
The UCLA Reportat 11.
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Congressional Action and Television Industry Respense

For over 40 years, Congress has been interested in the issue of television violence and its
effects on children.  One commentator has noted that “[slince 1952, when the first hearing was
held, a cyclical and recurring interest about the issue has been evident.””

After a series of hearings in 1952, Congress concluded that it was the final responsibility
of the television stations, not the government, to correct some of the programs that contain
excessive violence.

As a the result of these hearings, the National Association of Broadcasters ("NAB™)
created a television code that became effective in March 1952, This first code listed standards
for network broadeasters 1o apply 1o programiming and advertising. The emphasis of the code
was to enconrage broadeasters 1o air educational and cultural programming. '

The NAB Code of 1952 contained explicit prohibitions regarding violence. For instance,
provision {1 read;

Violence and 111icit sex shall not be presented in an aitractive manner nor 10 an extent

such as will lead a ¢hild to belicve that they play a greater part in life than they do. They

should not be presented without indications of the resultant retribution and punishment.”

While these codes had positive appeal for the public, there was also the danger that they
would be perceived as censorship,

In the 1960's and 1970%, there was a continued tension between governmental regulation
and industry self-regulation. In 1974, for instance, the Federal Communications Commission
{"FCC™y considered adopting a rule Himiting the amount of advertising on children’s
programming. In the end, the FCC did not adapt the rule, concluding that the NAB’s voluntary
code limit of nine and one-half minates per hour was sufficient.”

7 The May 1993 CRS Report at 15

* The May 1995 CRS Report at 15, See also Mark JMa(:(ilalrth:,fi Broadcast Scli-
Regulation: The NAB Codes, Family Viewing Hour and Television Vielence, Prepared for
Columbia Institute {or Tele-Information (February 16, 1993) at 5 (“Broadcast Self-Regulation™).

# - See Broadeast Self-Regulation at 6,

w See Broadeast Self-Regulation at 7.



DRAFT

In 1974, the FCC wniuated an industry-imposed “Family Viewing Time” which would
encourage a policy that eniertainment programming inappropriate for viewing by a general
family audience would not be aired between 7 p.m and 9 p.m. Eastern Standard Time. However,
afier litigation, the NAB abandoned all parts of the Code.

. Recent Legislation Regarding Television Violence

There were five bills introduced during the 104th Congress with respect to television
violence.?’ The substance of these bills was ipcorporated into the Telecommunications Act of .
1996, P.L. 104-104, which was signed into law on February 8, 1996, The Telecommunications
Act gives the television industry one vear ta voluntarily develop a ratings system for TV
programs. In addition, the Act requires TV manofacturers to equip all 13 inch or greater TV sets
with circuitry to block rated shows -

The UCLA Report

Many other studics, both public and private, conducted throughout the 19705 and 1980
concluded that there is a correlation between viewing violence on television and aggression in
children.® Despite the conclusions of these numerous studics, it was not imtit 1993 that the
tetevision networks publicly acknowledged that "viewing gratuitous violence could cause
adverse cffects on viewers.”™ Therefore, it appears that the policy dehate has shifted from urging
that viclence on teevision causes aggression to the advocating of effective means of assisting
parents in monitoring the viewing habits of their children.

In December 1994, the Television Program Improvement Act was signed into law as Title
V of the Judicial Improvements Act of 1990 (P.L. 101-650), and is the only legislative measure
that ever has heen enacted directly relating to televigion violence. This legislution allowed the
television industry, without violating antitrust laws, to meet and jointly agree upon implementing
volurdary standards that would fead to reducing violence depicied in teloviston programs. In
November 1993, the Justice Department extended the period of antitrust exemptions, permitting

4 Siee the May 1995 CRS Report.

“ On July 29, 1996, there was # White House Conference on children’s
programming wherein the four networks agreed to a proposed rule, to be sent to the FCC, to air

three hours of children’s educational programming a week.
# See generally The May 1995 CRS Report and The UCLA Report.

# The Janvary 1995 CRS Report at 2.
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network executives to continue discussing ways to reduce television violence,”

Serator Paul Simon, as sponsor of this legislation, hoped that the networks’ cooperation
would elirminate the need for future legislation. Howover, despite the issuance by the networks
of a uniform set of 15 guidelines in December 1992, including one guideline stating that “[a}ll
depictions of viclence should be relevant 1o the development of character, or the advancement of
theme or plot,” violence in television continued to escalate.™

With national attention focused on television violence, particularly that aimed at children,
two other developments occurred. In June 1993, the networks agreed to implement parental
advisories both before and during broadcasts that might contain excessive violence. This
advisory would state: “Due to some violent content, parental discretion is advised.™?

The second development was the agreement by the networks to hire an independent
monitor. The broadeast television networks chose the UCLA Center for Communication Policy
to conduct the monitoring of television violence over three years. The cable networks chasc
MediaScope 1o conduct a parallel study of cable over the same three years.™

With respect to children’s programming, the UCLA Report concluded that while there
have been improvements, there are still many children’s shows that contain “sinister combat
violence” or shows where “[fhighting s the main attraction or purpose of the program and the
plot only provides justification for the combat.” Some of the shows that the UCLA Report
found the most problematic were Batman and Robin, The Teenage Mutant Nivga Turtles, and The
Mighty Morphin Power Rangers.

The UCLA Report concluded that more monitoring needs to be done, that parental
advisories should continue 1o be used, that television violence should be kept in the forefrant by
the Goverrment, and that V.chips might be useful”™

# See both the Janbary 1995 and the May 1995 CRS Reports.
= See The UCLA Report at 12

- See The May 1995 CRS Report at 17, the January 1995 CRS Report at 5, and the
UCLA Reportat 13,

® See The UCLA Report at 13.
# The UCLA Report at 102,

¥ The UCLA Report at 151-158.
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I11. OBSERVATIONS FROM JULY 1-10, 1996:

} watched several children’s televigion programs. | was watching these programs for
instances of violence. 1 defined violence as physical harm done intentionally to persons or
cartoon characters who possessed human traits. Because | defined violence as intentional acts, |
¢id not note Instances where persons were bumped or shoved where the intent appeared
ambiguous, Finally, I did not note instances where property was damaged, but no characters on
the shows were injured.

Of the morning children’s programming, between 6:30 a.m. and %00 am., many of the
shows were not viclent such us Blinky Bill, Goof Troop (which s Gooly), and Litrle Pet Shop.
One show that | waiched only on 7/02/96, Murant League, was only mildly violent. | noted only
four instances of violence on this program.

Of the afternoon children’s programming, there were many programs such as Kimba s
island, Eckl- Strovaganza {which appeared to have an Elvis-like character on the show), Bonkers
{a ¢cal who i3 a police officer}, and Tuz-Muania (the Tasmanian devil) that did not appear violent
11 the least. For instance, on 7/02/96, the siory line on Bonkers was Bonkers, the police cat,
leoking for a ghost in a haunted house. On Tuz-Mania, the Tasmanian devil and his father went
shopping for orange juice.

One other show, Mighty Max, was mildly violent. The main character on this show was a
boy named Max who wears o shirt with a big “M” onit. In this show on Z/02/98, | only noted
two instance of violence during one-half of the show, one instance where a pole foll on one of the
characters and one instance where one of the characters was tossed in o lava pit.

Of the afternoon children’s shows, the two most violent programs appear (0 be Burmon
and Rahin and the Mighty Morphin Power Rungers, On these two shows, there were botween
approximately 8-20 instances of violence on each show., However, Butman and Robin seemed to
be almost twice as violent as Power Kangers. Although only speculation, this observation may
be related 10 the fact that Barmar and Robin is purely a cartoon and the Power Rangery is live
action.

Of the Saturday morning shows, the most violent were The Mighty Morphin Power
Rangers and The Teenuge Ninja Mutant Turtles.  Both of these show gave lip service to finding
inner peace and using cunning rather than viglence, Nonetheless, despite these so-called positive
messages, the shows were almost 30 minutes filled with fight scenes. In fact, inclusion of the
positive messages might actually be detrimenial because of the continued focus on the violence,
My observations from one Saturday viewing are similar to the observations and conclusions
containgd in The UCLA Television Violence Monitoring Report {September 1995}, This report
categorized both of these shows under the category of “Sinister Combat Violence,” which was
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called “vielence for the sake of violence.” The UCLA Report concluded that the “Mighty
Morphin Power Rangers has serious problems and certainly sits high on the list of shows
featuring sinister combat vicience.”  As noted above, the UCLA Report noted that the Power
Rangers is a live-action show involving real people, and these real people “are much more likely
to become role models for the young audience than are animated heroes.”

OBSERVATION OF SPECIFIC INSTASCES OF VIOLENCE:
A. Batman und Robin at 4 p.m. on FOX
i 7/32/96
Story hine: robots are impersonating real people and taking over the world

1} 7 instances of being zapped with a gun
2} robot grabs Batman
3) wrestling between 2 characters
4} woman falls
33 Batman is thrown off building
&) another man {8 thrown off a building
7) head is cut off a robot
8) Batman cuts an elevator cable and a man falls
9} a man is kicked

10} a man is thrown

11) a grenade goes off

12} Batman fights with & woman

13} 2 women is crushed

14} 2 bomb blast

2. 703/986

Tile: Joker's Wild”
Story line: A man opens a casine to bait the Joker to destroy it After the Joker destroys
the casino, the man hopes to collect the ingurance money and commit fraud.

1) Joker shoved a man

2) Joker shoves 2 men and they slip on water that the Joker has sprayed on the floor
3) Joker throws a man off a moving truck

43 Batman breaks and enters a building ***{doesn’t it my definition)

5 fist fight between Bawman and a man

10
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) smoking grenade

7} Joker ejected from moving car

8 car explodes

9 laser/stun gun

16} Joker hits Batman with a 2x4°

11} Joker putting Batman on rouletic wheel with a grenade
12} Batman blows up the Joker

13) Joker shooting at Baiman from a helicopter

14} Batman falls from sky

13} fist fight between Joker and Batman

3 710795

Title: Harlequinade

Story line: The Joker has made a bomb that will destroy the City, Batman and Robin
enlist the aid of the Joker’s girlfriend, Harley, to help them stop the Joker.

13 Joker has o bomb

2} Batman hits attack dogs

3} Joker’s girlfriend throws Batman 10 the grouod

43 Batman hits a person

5} Robin hits a person

£} Men open fire with guns at Batman and Robin

7Y Robin throws big roulette whegl at villaing

8} Batman throws other part of building af villains

9} Joker has mayor of city tigd up

10) Joker tries to drown mayor

11} Batman kicks loker ,

12) Joker hits Batman with umbreila

13) Batman hiis joker

14) Harley ties up Hatman and Robin

15} Harley luis Joker {because he was not going (o save her and their dogs)
16} Joker drops bombs on Ratman '
17} Joker aims guns at own henchmen

18} Joker drops bombs from airplane

19} Joker fires guns

200 Harley aims at Joker and knocks him unconscious
213 Joker’s plane crashes

B. Mighty Morphin Power Rangers at 4:30 p.m. on FOX

t
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Story line: Rita the villain has trapped persons in a dimensional vortex.

1} person falls

2) a person 1s zapped

3} a sword fight

4} a fight between 2 robots

§} a robot 15 zapped

6} the Rangers fall from he sky
7) sword fight

8} hghiening strikes persons

NOTE: After the show, the Rangers gave a message to encourage kids 1o save the environment,
to prevent discrimination, and to prevent war.

2. TG

Title: “A Bad Reflection on You”
Story ling: Rita, the villain, has created imposters of the Power Rangers. These imposter
wreek havoc on the ¢ity,

1} imposter Power Ranger shoves guy
2) fist fight
3) imposter Power Ranger zaps someone with a ray gun
4) fist fight with 2 sets of Rangers
Sy imposter Ranger hitg real Ranger
&) shot with arrow
73 hits with a knife (that locks like a missiley
8) hit with a spear
9y imposter Ranger kicks Ranger
10} sword hight
11} hghtoning comes from sword aimed at Rangers
12} shocks
13) Power Ranpers blasts a knight

NOTE: There is scene with lots of weapons shown, such as a Power bow, Power ax, and Power
dagger,

3. 7/10/96
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Tide: “Something Fishy”
Story line: Rita, the villain, has created these goo fish who are wrecking havoc on the
eity.

1) someone hits man

2) 2 rangers hit persons

3} One: Ranger, Billy, puts ice chest over Rita’s henchmen, the putties
4} hits again

5} 2 Rangers hit putties (This is an extended scene)
6) Rangers zap goo fish

7% Rangers fight with swords

8} Ranger hits goo fish with sword

4 Goo fish put goo on Rangers

10) Goo fish zap Rangers

11} Goo fish try to put goo on Billy

12} Rangers go after goo fish with spears

133 Super Zord (robot) and goo monster fight

14) Big goo monster uses sword against Super Zord
15} Goo monster zaps Super Zord

16y Power Rangers uses Power sword

SATURDAY SHOWS
i Mighty Morphin Power Rangers
Al Saturday 7/06/96 at 8:00 a.m. on FOX
“Inner Spint”

Story line: Despite the title of this particular episode, this show was meraly about the fight
scenes. One of the power rangers named Tommy is Native American, and the premise of this
episede was for Tommy to resolve his inner conflicts in order to operate a fighting robot called a
Zord, ‘The power rangers’ mentor tells Tommy that he must see the Battle Zord or rebot a5 an
extenston of himself in arder to operate it properly. Before Tommy resolves his “inner
conflicts,” he operates the Zord so that it destroys the city because he has no control over it. In
the end, Tommy finds inner peace so that he uses the Zord as extensions of his own limbs in
order o fight the evil ¢lements,

1) zaps someons

23 2 robots fight (Power Sword 15 used)
3) puts noose around the neck of someong

k3
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4} zaps Rangors’ power supply  *used in the context of a big fight scene

53 Big Zord {Robot) driven by onc of the Rangers named Tommy i3 destroying the city
63 Zaps Zord (big robot driven by Tommy)

7y Extended fight with Rangers involving zap guns

8} Rangers zap villain (Main Drain --who is draining the power supply of the city)

9) Main Drain zaps Zord

10} fist fight between Main Drain and Zord

1) Laser fight between Main Drain and Zord

I Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
A. Saturday 7/06/96

Story line: This episode, while giving lip service (o using the turtles” wits rather than
force, was merely one half hour of glorified fighting. In this episode, the turtles mutated into
even more violent adult monster turtles. Thest “sccond stage” mutations used violence much
more than the teenage versions. When the adult monster wrtles used force against the villains,
the villains merely multiplied, and, therefore, this viclence was not effective. In the end, while
the teenage turiles resolve the conflict with kess hand-to-hand violence, the hand-to-hand
violence definitely comprised a larger portion of the episode.

13 fight with swords and sticks

2} fist fight between man and big robot

33 man turns into robot {Carter 1s 4 friend of the turtles)

43 Military police shoot at turtles

33 Zap guns against tartles

8} turtles shoot guns

73 Much time to zap gun scene

8} Zap at adult rtle monsters

9} robot zaps at regular teenage turtles

10} slug monster tries to attack Carter, a human friend of the turtles
11} zap at adult monster turtles

12} adult turtle monsters “annihilate” robot; but it multiplies when foree is used against it
13} zap turtle monslers

14} Carter zaps slug monsters three times

15} shug monster fights Carter

16) slug monster throws Carter against wal]

17) fight with robot insects -

18) Robot zaps regular teenage turtles at least 3 times

19) turtles fight insect monsters and make them fall

4
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20) explosion at villain's castle, but Dregy, the villain, gets away

HI. The Mask
A, Saturday 7/06/96 at 9:00 a.m.
“Shadow of a Skillet”

Story line: This show is based on the Jim Carrey movie. In this episode, g villain, Skillet, is
stealing the shadows of people in the city. Because the shadows embaody the youth of the person,
when the shadow is taken away, the person ages rapidly. The Mask saves the shadows,

1 monstor steals shadow

2} monster stepls Jim Carrey’s shadow

3% shadow monster attacks the Mask

43 steals Peggy's shadow (Pegpy 18 Jim Carrey’s girifriend)
5y fist fight between the Mask and Skillet

6} Skillet zaps the Mask’s shadow

731 The Mask wrestles Skallet

IV,  Adce Vemtura Pat Detective
A, Saturday 7/06/96 at 9:3¢ a.m.
Story line: This show is also based on a Jim Carrey movie. This show does not contain much

viotence, This episode was about killer koala bearg attacking aborigines, but Jim Carrev saves
the day by leading the koalas away with eucalyptus cough drops.
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February 1, 1§94

gruce Reed

Deputy Assistant to the President
for Domestic Policy

Domestic Policy Coungcil

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania avenus, NW

?ashiﬁgtgn, B.¢C., Z0BOU

Dear Mr. Reed:

I enclose for vyour review the NBC statement
concerning television violence which ocutlines our
efforts regarding NBC programming, the use of the
television medium to address the issue of vioclence
in ocur socclety and the broadceast networks’
announcenment today that they have agreed to an
independent cuiside assessment. -

Sincerely,

TN
N s
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February 1, 1994

The Honorakle Paul Simon
United States Senate

462 Dirksen Office Building
washington, DC 20510

Bear Sanator Simon:

On hehalf of NBC, I write today to applaud the role you
have played in broadening the discussion of television
violence to include all elements of the media
landscape. In view of this breoadening of the debate,
NBC has today released the attached Statement on its
decision t¢ participate with the cother broadcast
networks in an annual gualitative assessment of
viclence in our network programming in the context of
other video programming entering American homes.

NBC continues to believe that self~regulation is the
proper way to dea)l with this issue and that legislation
is not in keeping with this country’s constitution and
cultural traditions. The steps the industry has taken
both now and previsusly eliminate any justification for
lagislation. However, in order to aveoid conflicting
requirements and inconsistent obligations, NBC reserves
the right to suspend the joint assessment program in
tha event legislation is enacted or new regulations are
promulgated.

We look forward to working with you to address the
serious issue of viglence In American socletbty.

Sincerely,
Rk ('tton

Richargd Cobkton
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NBC welcomes the decisicon by the major U. 8. cable
networks to adopt the type of voluntary self-regqulatory
practices with regard to televigion wviolence that the
broadcast networks have utilized for years, including
mest importantly program standards and more careful
schaduling of programs. The cable networks’ decision
for the first time places the debate about television
viclence in a larger more appropriate context, focused
net oniy on broadcast television, but on all video
media that enter the home: hasic and premium cable,
independent stations, syndicated programs, home video,
video games, etc,

Since the focus of the debate on television violence
has now broadened te include the entire media
landscape, NBC and the other three broadoast networks
(ABC, CBS and FOX} have determined it is appropriate to
take an additional step beyond those they have already
taken to addraess this issue. Togethey we are
commissioning an osutside expert to conduct an annual
gualitative assessment of vioclence in our netvork
programming in the context of other video programming
antering American homes. ,

Throughout the debate about television wviolence, we
have steadfaestly maintained that voluntary
self~regulation was the proper way to proceed with this
issue and that legislation was not in keeping with this
country‘s constitutional and cultural traditions. The
steps the industry has taken both now and previously
have eliminated any justification for legislation.

Attached are some additional facts ahout NBCUY‘zs efforts
to self~regulate viclent content in its progranming and
to address the issue of viclence in ocur sacliety,



What’'s On The Screen?

The steps the broadcast networks have taken to eliminate
gratuitous violence Irem network programs have produced very
significant results that can be geen on the screen:

- Evary vear the broadcast networks air more than 16,000 hours
of programming -- about 4,000 of it in prime time. The vast
majority of these programs is devoid of viclence -~ situation
comedies, daytime soap operas, talk shows, evening news
breoadcasts, sports events, eto.

- In the 1992-93 broadcast season, the Top 20 network series
prograns included only two dramas (Murder, She Hrote and
Nerthern Exposure), neither of which depicts violence. The 18
other Top 20 shows were non-vioclent situation consdies or
news/reality programs.

-~ More important, the Top 10 network prime time series
programs among children last ssason were all non-viclent
situation comedies.

Observers of television such as Ed Siegel of The Boston Globe
have noted, "This is preobably the least violent era in the history
of broadcast television, certainly since the early days," and Ton
Shales of The Washington Pogt stated about his own recent viewing
experience: “"ABC, CBS, NBC and even Fox were showing what was, by

comparison [to what was on other media), wholesome and innocusus
fare. "

How Did We Get There?

The bottom line is that NBC and the other broadcast networks
have made significant sirides in reducing viclence in their
programming. This did not happen by accident. It happened because
of thelr 20-year tradition of a well thought out self-regulatory
structure containing all of the elements recommended by the cabkle
industyy last week, including the following:

-~ Fach broadcast network has a long-standing set of written
program standards that prohibit excessive or gratuitous
viclence and that are enforced by well trained broadcast
standards professionals. These standards are particularly
stringent when it comes to programs designed for children.
Programg that fail to meet these standards are e&ita& or
rejected, -

=~ Each broadcast network also adheres to strict standards
regarding scheduling decizsions. The networks have always
taken special care to schedule programs that may contain
material not suitable for children at times of the day when



they are unlikely to be viewing.

- Last yveay, the threge networks adopted an Advance Parental
Advisory Plan which is designed to provide viewers with
information about the content of programs that may be

unsuitable for viewing by some family wmembers because of
vialent content,

Khat Else Is NRBRC Doipg?

NEC is using the power of televisgion to address the issue of
violence in society:

- HBC’s public service campaign, "The More You Know,® has
given increased emphasis to viclence prevention. This
campaignh is in its fourth year and recently received the
prestigious Peabody Award and a Presidential c¢itation for
private sector initiatives. For the 193%3«84 season, NBC
produced an additional 20 "The More You ¥now About Violence
Prevention® public service announcements featuring NBQ talent.
These gpots highlight the dangers of vielence and. encourage
non-viclent conflict resolution,

-~ NBC has historically been committed te airing programs that

deal with difficult societal lissues. Past efforts have
ingluded "The Burning Bed" (spouse abuse) and "I Know My First
Name Is Adam¥ (chilg abduction}. Most recently, HNBC has

devoted an episode of YSBlossom® to the issue of handgun use
by young people and has broadcast "Gooed Cop, Bad Kid,® a faet-
based drana about police officers whe, on thely own time, work
to provide role models te young pecople. In March, NBC will
telecast "Living In Hazard,” a unique documentary by the Emmy
Award-winning actor-director Edward James Olmos, devoted to
gang viclence,

- This week {(January 23-29) NBC News is devoting unprecedented
coverage to the issue of violence in America, involving every
news program we broadcast. The programs have featured in~
depth exploration of such issues as legalization of drugs, gun
contrel, sentencing guidelines, youth and crime, and media
violence, This groject will bé one of the most thorough
explorations of the subject undertaken by a network te date.

- During this week of special news coverage NBC has also
scheduled a wide variety of prime time programming -~ both
dramas and situation comedies -- with anti-violence themes:
"Law And Order,® “Empty Nest" and movies for television.

~ NBCfs Saturday morning children’s programming consists
entirely of live action programs designed for teenagers. NBC
is the only network serving this segment of the yYoung
audience. One of our teen prograns, "Name Your Adventure, "

won the Silver Apple Award in 1993 from the National
Educational Film and video Festival.



Today’s viewer watches programming not dust from broadecast
networks but a myriad of sources including-independent television
stations, syndicators providing programs to independent television
stations and to affiliates for non-network time periods, basic
cable, premium cable, hone video cassettes, laser discs and video
games ., The cable networks’ action of last week recognizes that the
hreadth of the viclence lssue ygoss way Dbeyond the broadcast
networks and encompasses a universe that is far more complex than
the recent debate akout television viclence has indicated,

NBC and the other broadcast networks think it is now
appropriate to commission an outside expert te conduct an annual
gualitative assesspent of violence in television programming and to
place network programming in the context of all other video
programming entering the hone. The purpose of seeking this outside
asgessment is two-fold: First, to provide an independent assessment
of the trends in television programming over tine. Second, to
provide a consistent, gualitative standard by which to conduct this
assessmant, The search for an outside expert will commence
immediately.

The networks?! well-established self-regulatory policies -—-
many of which are being considered by the cable industry -- have
proved o be useful and responsible tocls in addressing concerns
about video viclence. However, we want to affirm that we will
continue Lo oppose all attempts by government to regulate in this
area. We continue fervently to belleve that legislation is fraught
with constitutional peril and threatens the ability of free and
universal network television to bring to 100% of the American
people the best in nevs, sports and entertainment.



NBC TO TELECAST SPECIAL ON GANG VIOLENCE MARGH 4
Béward James Olinos 1 Producer and Narrator
Of "Lives in Hazard"

PASADEN CA..J 7 19%~M$Wwﬁlmﬁamu3ﬁmmﬂwﬂ.
8 unique one- m:: sp on ﬁ violencs produced and narrated by Emmy-Award-winning

agtorfdlrector BE& & gpecigl, which casts an unhlinking sye.on the
?gm%ammmm Msmmwﬁkmﬁ%,mf
P ‘

Olmos wan an Award for his eﬁcmﬂ&aamumcﬁmummmm
NBC’&%MW& &QMD)MWQMWQMMM‘SWMMW. Tives
in!!aztd‘ u&l.am & interconnectedness of gung, gangs and drugs and their Impact on today’s
- inper-clty you

In'uvaiaﬁamd,'gmgmmhminmmsamzmm CA, discuas why they
joined s!uu'a thelr faars and willingly reves! their bullst ar knile scars as evidence of their
shattered The program wracks the cyclieal undertow awaiting many urisan teens who lack role
mdez;mmm:udmwmm '-mmiummhmwﬁdm A
comprehensive community outrsech camp fﬁ' inel nd% the development and distribution of
cducational materialy to schools, will angment this specisl,

"Lives in Haxard" is one of several recent NBC programs to examins the lssue of sodietal viclange,
{ts causes and unfortunate remilts. NBC recen escntcd s al titled *Chood Bad Xid4,”
which alio dealt with gangs and violence. Additionall , rime-tims series devote
cpisades to positive antl-vislence  messages, "momm, Tesh Prinee of Bal'Alr” "L.A.

* *The John Larroquette Show," "Siaters® and :eaQuatBSV'mMuome of the series that
hm: produced episodes with prowocial messages.

Az was previously announced, NBC News will devots a week 5%.&1 gramming
ofmmeinm&zyunﬁa r the banner Amaﬁcathe%lam:?cé and Figh if
the week of Jacuary 23-28, NBC News programs will include ap . :
of viclence inAmerica and focusing on people and programs thatmwox

oward solutions.
NBC affiliatas will pia ée najor raia i the initistive, doveloping iocal inwss prag'amming o
accompany the serles.

NBC bas scheduled a wide varicty of sp&da& prime-time programming with sati-violencs theme:
during the week of January 23-30 to reflect the nétwork’s commitment to “%b the
netwotkvide “Anti-Violenes Week," The special NEC program for this w udes the
NBC Sunday Night st ths Hovie; Wm& emiers drama "In the Line of Duty: The Price of

Vengeanse," 8a encore episade of the J&Mmedwiuﬁw&m and an original
episade of the populsr comedy series ‘Empty t* (s1ary detalls follow)
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Janpuary 21, 1884

Bruce EReeéd

Deputy Assistant to the President
for Domestic Policy

Domestic Policy Council

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20300

Dear Mr. Raed:

I transmit for your review a summary of additional
voluntary steps NBC has undertaken on both television
viclence and the use of the television medium in
raising awvarenhess about socletal wviolence. These
steps have elther been taken in late 1893 or will be
taken in 1994.

You will note that the programming goes across both
our entertainment and our news divisions.
Specifically, we will dedicate an entire waekX of news
programming January 23 te 28 to examine violence in
America. During that same week, we will alsoc dedicate
anti-vioclence sitorviines into nmore of our series
programs, which we started te do last year.
Additionally, we will ke the first network to air an
anti-viclence documentary entitled Lives in Haza s
a_one-hour special about gang vioclence -~ ow March>

h- Also, we have increased the number of
anti-violence PSAs in NBC’s The More You Know campaign
and expanded affiliates local efforts.

And finally, on Sunday December 19¢th, NBC broadcast a
primetime drama entitled Good Cop ... Bad Rid?, which
is about two juvenile offenders who were adopted by
the Los Angeleés Uounty Sheriff’s Department, By
experiencing daily patrols of a police officer and
Caccompanying a narcotics officer, the teen criminals
gsee firsthand the true conseguences of socletal crime,
As one commentator noted, this show "inspires rather
than exploits”.

Best Regards,

Enclosures
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The entertainment programs that deal with the consaquences of violence inctude the following:

On Sunday, Jan 23 (5-11 pm. Dean Stackwell ("Quantum Leap”), Michael Groas ("Family
Ties") and Kay Place Chill") &tar in *In the Line of Duty: The Price of Vengeance,”

the seventh in the series of fact-based movies about law enforcers slain while p their job.
The World Premiers drama is about horrific effect of the death of a Los Angeles Police Departmar
detective who is stalked and killed by a %mg leader out for revenge following a routine arrest.
Kennsth Kaufman and Tom Patchett are the executive prodicars of the movie from Patchett Kaufn:

On Wednﬁday. Jan. 26, !;IIBC will n:b;gdnde;nast the "Law m m ‘thla:umeen'st teer ;(elg-g 11‘:c
L . ter arassmen erment, rs
gf a Jers dh man (guest-star Maﬁona%mngcr) who bas resided in front of their buildin;
for more than 3 year. ‘The man has made a ritual of screaming obscenities, threatening bodily harn
and even attacking residents as they enter the buildiog. Police and social-service agencies put the
man ja jall numerous times, but each time he was released, he returned to the same spot to begin b

reign of teryor again.

In final frustration, two of the tenants decide to take matters into their own hands and plot to ge
rid of him permanently. Their murderous attempt is t;muene.ssful. and the homelcss man :

his attackers. The prosecutor, Stone (Michael , finds himself hd.ng wﬁpathetlcéury of
New Yorkers all weary of the city’s homeless problem. Jerry Orbach, Chris Noth, S. Epatha
Merke Jill Hennessy and Steven Hill also star. Kent Broadhurst, Stephen Mendillo, Denis
O'Huo"& Nicholas Coster nlso guest-star. (repesat of 9/29/93)

Dick Wolf and Ed Sherin are the executive producers for Wolf Films in assoclation with Universai
Television. Walon Green is the co-executive produces,

On Saturday, Jan. 29, Dr, Harry Weston winner Richard Mullﬁnhteacheu a young g{auant

a lesson about firearms the hard way on pty Nest.” In the episode "Under the Gun,” Harry

treats a l‘ize.n:-old boy for an ulcer he has developed because he is being teased and picked on &
en

school. Harry and Maxine (Marsha Warfield) confrant the boy with their susp. that he
may be carrying a gun, the weapon discharges in his and tally shoots Harry. Now
in its sixth season, "Empty Nest® was created by Susan Harris for Witt-Thomas-Harris Productions

Paul Junger Witt, Tony Thomas, Susan Harris, Fred Freeman and Lawrence J. Cohen are the
executive producers.

NBC's ogubl(c-suvlec campaign, "The More You Know," also addresses sacietal violencs through
8 series announcements (PSAS) telscast nationally and locally. The current series o
t:l *The More You Know About Viclence Prevention," includes 20 PSAs using NBC stars Katie
gu ¢ ("Taday"), Paul Reiser ("Mad About You"), A Martinez &"I}A. .an";, ol? Lawrence
SBlanom" aphne Maxwell Reld S'The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air*), and oth ("law &
rder”) to the dangers of violence and encour::ge non-violent resolutions to conflict. A
select number of spots carry the toll-free number of the National Crime Prevention Cauncil
I-SOOIWEPRBVEB?T. .
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A Peabody-Award-wianing program, "The More You Know” has included 200 PSAs since its
{aception five years ago; the spots have beon viewed by mors than 190 million people in the past
yoar alone, More You Kuow About Violanee® was developed with the assistance of various
agencles, inciuding the National Crime Prevention Coundl, the CDC/National Center for Injury
Prevention and Contral, the Harvard Schoel of Public Heaglth, the Violence Prevention Projest anc
D.ARE. Be g in Jan 1994, "The More You Know About Violencs Prevention” will bs
ﬁmd to {nclude additional alctims for PSAs and increased locsl community action by NBC

Mﬁl‘g&m 818/840.3648 sty Neat")

o) 212 /6643502 ("Law & Orde
Brigs Rn%inatw, szs]%ie-sass (“Ia(g; in Hazard
Dorothy Austin, 818/840-3647 ("In the Line of Duty®)

Charles Bsrite, Electronic Publlcity, 818/840-3727 ! :

v

il
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A 'THE MORE YOU ENOW!

NBC's public service campaign *The Mare You Know* entsred it fifth sssson
this year. The campaign was created to rilse awarcness of the issuem affecting !
education, including such obsaeles to successful education as-substance abuse, vislence
and teen pregnancy. Hundreds of *Thio Mors You Know® public service f
announcements have baen produced and alred nationally and locally sines the
program’s {nception, reaching mare thaa 190 million viewers of NBC and [ affilisied |
stations last zaason alone. .o

In 1992 NBC unveiled *The More You Know About Violenco Proveation,” a
segment of the campzign addressing violange., This fall NBC produced an
series of 20 *The More You Know About Violence Provention” PSAs featusing NBC
stars Katle Courie, Paul Reiser, A Martinez, Josy Lawrence, Daphne Maxwell Reid
and Chrs Noth, along with Pat Riley of the New York Knicks, to highlight the dangers
of viclenos and encourage non-violent conflict resolution. A select number of these
spots carry the toll-free information line of the National Crims Prevention Councll,
1-800-WE PREVENT.

In producing “The Mare You Know" spots and relatad materinls for Itx affilistes,
NBC comulis with 8 variety of sducadona] and social service experts, “The More You
Know About Viclence Prevendon® spots were developed with the assistance of the
National Crime Prevention Council, the Ceater for Discase Control/Natlonal Center for
Injury Prevention and Control, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services,
D.A.R.E. and the Harvard Schoal of Public Health,

In addition to siring “The More You Know™ spots, NBC affiliates provide
grass-roots support-for the program. A poster study guide is baing developsd In
corjunction with *The Moare You Know About Viclence Prevention® campaign, to be
digtributed to junior high schiools acrous the ULS, by NBC and its affiliates.

*The Mors You Know™ campalgn hay received numerous awards including the
Peabody Award (1993) and the President's Citation for Privats Sector Initiatives
(1990). The campaign has also been henored by the National Education Association,
the National Conference of Christians and Jews, the Nadonal Commission Agaiast
Drunk Driving and various stats and local education and social servics groups.
MEDIA CONTACTS:

Mary Neagoy, Corparate Commundeations, 212/664-6455

Ellen Hamilton, Entertainment Press & Fublicity, §18/840-3637 e

Janisary 1994

Por suviorial uae reintive 10 NOO benacceals only. All athar rights reserved., © Nationst Broaccasting Comparny, gM- 1964
|
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NBC NEWS IXAMINEZ VIOLENCE IN ANERICA, WEER OF JAN. 33-20,

: t
WITH ‘AMERICA THE VIOLENT: FED UP AND FIGETING BACK’

NBC News’ coupreshensive, division-wide examination of violence én ‘
Anaricn, "Anerica tho Viclent: FPad Up and Fighting Baock.®™ will bs
broadenst Sunday through Saturday, Jan. 23-29. During that peried,
NBC News will devots sxtensive tims and resscurces to an in-depth lock
at one of the most troubling and parvasive lasues. facingi Americans
today. This considarabla projsct will be one of the nost therough
axaxminations of tha subjact undsersaken by a netwark to dats.

The Zocus of MNBC Newe’ coverage will be on solutions: what people
can 4o and are doing to L£ight baok and regain control of their,livas.
Topics will includa the affects of urban violence on children; hoew
the pecple whe shouldn’t can still sasily buy guns; violence on
talavision news; and how familias ars coping with violenas, Other
topios will inalude how Ppolica officesrs Adeal with the stress of
inereasing viclencs; orime against bﬁsinssneu;'fwnv¢at&nq orine on

caxpusss and highways; and how victine are acserting their rights.

NBC arfiliates will pley & major rola in this sffort. Affilfiatas
will bs affarad taped packages and local tie-in opportunities s¢g that
NBC atationa acxoss ths asuntry will be able £6 be a part of thia/
unigua projact., Tha natverk will algec work cloasly with Nows.
channel, HBG’a agfiliate nawa service, to ansure that material;
dsaling with violence can be used by every NBC station, S '

H
Bach of NBC Nawa’ programs «- Including #Taday,® SNBC Nightly Ne
with Tom Brokaw,® "Now with Tom Brokaw & Xutle Cgouris.™ “Datslil
NBC,? UNBC Newa at sunrises,” "Meet the Prasa® and tho wegkend
aditionn of "roday" -— will be invelved in this inmportant andsavor.
1

NBAC Nawe has already bean providing seolution~driven prograaming,
specifically with sarien on "NBO Nightly Newn” such as *3ocalaty Under
Siege™ and “Pamilias in Crisis.” Each of thoss: saries sxanined
different problens rnow facing Americans on a dally basis, but also
offorad molutiona by looking at immovative ways average citizens are
trying to daal with those problsous. :

NEDIA CONTACTS:
Sath Comstoak, News Ynformation, 212/684-3720
Katharine MoQuay, Naws Ingformation, 212/7664-236%

NBC-Naw York, 342/14/%3 . :
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HIT SERIES “BLOSSCM!' TACKLES TOPIC OF S5CHOOL VIOLENCE
IN SPECIAL EPISODE TO BE TELECAST ON NBC OCTOBER 25
NBC, “Blessom' Producers, USA Weekend Magazine

. Join Forces to Address Critical Issus

NBC~TV and the producere of the hit comedy serises "Blossom® have
joined forces with the nationis third-largaest smagazine, USA Weekend,
te create a speclal "Blossom™ eplsode that addresses the tragic
presence of violence in today’s schosls. The episode, titled *.38
Special,® will bhe talecast Monday, Oc¢t. 25 (8:30-9 p.m. ET).

In the episode, Blossom (Mayim Biallk) decomes alarmed when she
gaes & gun in 2 ¢lassmate's {guest~star Devon Gummershall) lockarx,
and she struggles with the decision of whather to report the astudent
to echool authorities. The episcde will feature two of the 65,000
teans that responded to UBA Weakendt's school-safaty survey eariier
this year. Series star Ted Wass directs.

Said "Blossom! creator and executive producer Don Reo: *I am
horrified by the statlstics opn viglence in schocls, and this is an
igsue we can't ignore. We hope this episode makes more people awara
of the preblem, which hopafully is the first step toward a sclution.”

NEC's "Ths More You Know! public-service campaign continues with
its commitment €o increase public awareness of the important social
isgues that affect today’'s young children and %eens, Some of the
stars who have participated in this campaign include Josy Lawrence of
"Blosson" and Karyn Parsons of NBC'g “The Presh Prince of Bel-aAir.”

The NBC Television 8tations and NBC affilistes nationwide will run
spots locally, tying-in to local news programs and engaging in viswer
support by implementing community outreach sffortg, The stations are
provided with PSA copy, news-story suggastions and footage, how-to
activity ideas, and resourcs and referral information to implement
the canpaign locally. ‘

Said Dr. Rosalyn Weinman, Vice Prasident, Broadeast Standards &
Practices, NBC: "Last year, the campaign focused on the critical
rise in teenage viclence., This new set of public-gervice
announcements will alss focus on tesn vioclence plus target a broadey
audience, including adults. We {eel it is important te include
parental responsibility and community invelvement in this phase off
the campaign. We hope to make a strong impact on this problem and

promote pogitive values,® .

In a recent survey prepsred for the Harvard School of Public
Health, 59 percent of surveyed school children in sixth through
twalfth grade said they "could get a handgun if they wanted one.™
The poll alsc revealed that 22 percent of those surveyed said they
carried a weapon {gun, knife, and so forth) to school during this
school year. Furthermore, according to USA Weskend's survey, 317
percent of its teen readers feel unsafe at school.

Said Dr. Jay Winsten, associate Dean of the Harvard School of
Public Health and Dirsctor of the Harvard Project on Guns, Viclernce
and Public Health: *“%.38 Special’ performs an important public
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FROM! Praston Paddan, Executive Vice President,

Affiliate Relations, Fox Broadcesting
Jay L. XKriegel, Senior Vice President, CB8 Inc,

RE: National Coalition Against Violance

DATE: Dacenher 21, 1%%3

T o - S T TR OO W W W A TR WA e R W W T W e A S - - o A W

For several months, we heve been working with various
raligious, sducational, gevernpant and socisl
organizations to design a coordinated national campaign
against violencs.

Based on these discussions, we lave developsd a structure
for launching such an effort in early 19%4 and hope that
you and your organization will 4oin us in this campaign.

on kehalf of the £BS and Fox television natworks, we
would like ¢ invite you to attend an organizational
unosting in Washington on Monday, JYanuary 3. At this
noating, we will screen the oneg~hour network televisgion
prograr “Xids Killing Kids® vhich we plan to broadcast
1eintly in aearly March. We hope this program, which
inciudes four case histories of taanagers using guns,
will pe bromdosst ginudisnecusgly on many brosseast
stations and cable channels {without commercials}) from 8-
$ p.m, on & school night in March.

Many of your organizations have exprassed enthusiasm
about participating in a broad national coalition againgt
violence. We therefors hopa that this program can serve,
not just as an important houx of televigion, but also as
a catalyst for families, schoola and churches, a& wall as
other s6cial and communal organizations, to engage in 3
nationsl discussion of the issuss of youth violence, guns
and parsonal rosponsibllity.

we hope you will doin with us for this meeting to discuss
ways in which we van work togather on this important
prablien,

Whille we apologize for celling a meeting on suah short
netice immediately after a holiday weekend, many of you
hava indicated how lipportant it would ba for your
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participasion to bs able to view this program and learn
adbout other planned activities as soun as possible wo you
gan start to comsunieate and plan with your own
sryanizgations,

To aid in your consideration, we hope to send you in the
next faw days a brief summary of the television progran
and an outline of soma propesale of how varisus
osrganizations and constitusncies could participate in the
launch of this National Comslition Against Violence,

Pilense fenl free to racommend other crganizations that
should bs Iinvited to attend as wa sBeek to have this
canpaign as inclusiconary 28 possible. Por that, and any
other queations, ozll Jay Kriegpl at CBS, 212/975-151S8 or
Fax: 212/978-6488,

Happy Holidays.
Meonday, January 3
2:00 - 4:00 p.m.

ANA Weaptin Hotel
2401 M ftreoet, N.W.
Yashington, D.¢,

.Room: ¥YThe Thoaatra“
RS V.5,

Rachel Frisdel
303/487-45808
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aroadonst Networke!
cBs Martin Yranke 202/457-4501 2Q02/62B~-0801
NBO Jim Rowe 202/637-45831 202/837+4348
ABC Mark Melarthy 202/887~7744 202/887-7854
FOX Proston Padden 202/885-3130 202/885-3193
B Jannifeyr Lawson 703/73%~5163 703/739«0775
3, gaRle Natworkai
EBO Michael Puche 212/512-1364 212/512-4088
Turnsy Tad Turhey 404/827~1717 404/82%~187%
Viacon Frank Blondi  212/258-8314 212/258B-6358
Tor Preston 212/258-8310 212/258-8303
USA Ray Koeplovitz 212/408~2700 212/408-8863
BET Bobh Johnson 0273375260 20%/338-3982
C. Qrgoagisationsy
MPAA Jack velienti 202/293-1866 202/452~%823
NCTA Deokeyr Anstrom 202/775~3851 202/775-1685
NAB Eddie Fritz 202/429~544%5 202/7429+5410
Ny Jin Hedlund 202/887-1970 202/887-0959
NPA Cathy Black 703/848~1000 70376200046
RIAXM J8y Berman 2W02/775~0101 202/775-7253
MPA Don XKummerfeld 212/752-00585 212/223-6378

Anerican association of Advertising Agencies

John C'TPoole, President
212/7682-2500 2127682+83%]
Aspociation of Sationsl Advertisers
Dewitt 7. Helm, Jr.. Preaident
2127697-63%0 212/861~80%7
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GOVERNMENT

National Governoy's Asacclatien
Raynond €. Scheppach, Exesutlive Dirsctor
202/824~3300 202/624~8313
Naticnal Assoclation af Counties
Larry B. Raakxe, Executive Dirsetor
20273836226 20377370480
National Confersnfe of State lLegigiatures
Carl Tubbssing, Director of Sales and Fed. Rels,
20276345400 208/737~1069
National Lesague of Citien
Prank H. Shafrath, Director of Policy and Fed. Rels.
202/826=3000 202/626%3043
U.8. Conferance ¢f Mayors
J. Thomas Cachran, Exacutive Diractor
202/293+~7330 2027893-2382

LAR BWFORCEMENT
Federal Ordar of Police {FOP)

Den Canill 703/914~093%  703/5314-0316
International Brotherhood of Pollice Officers (IBPO)
Chris gullivan 703/979-0200 703/979~0294

Mador Clities Chiefs (MCC)

Mark Spurrier 410/887-2201 410/887-49%8
Naticnal Asagciantion of Peolics Organizations (HAPO)
Robart Scully 202/842-4420 202/842-4396

Natianal Sharitfs® Association (NSA)
Malinda lund  703/836-7827 703/838-5350
International Association of Chiefs of Police (JIACE)
Kevin Patrick 703/836-6767 703/836-4843

EDUCATION

NEA Keith Sonjger 202/828~7020 202/822~7974
Lyle Hamilton  202/822-7215 202/822-7292

AFY Al Bhanker 202/879~4440 202/879~4%4%

Claude Duncan  202/879-4538 202/B78-455¢
National PTA

Arnold Fagse 202/7331-1380 202/331~-1406
National 8chool Bosrds Association

Jerry Flayd T03/838-6722 703/683-755¢
Mational Assoc. of Secondary 8chool Principals

Tom Xoernar 703/860-0200 703/476-34132
The American Assoc, of School Administrators
gary Marx 703/875=0737 703/528-21456

National Asscc. of Elemantary School Principals
Junae Million 703/684-3345 703/549~5560
Natlonal Catholic Education Assoc.
Sister Catherine McNamee
202/337-6232 202/333~8706
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wISC ~ Washington Interreligion Staffr Council
& Baptist Joint Commis&ion
Dr. James Dunn 202/544~4226 202/544-2094
National Councill of churchs
The Rev. Dr. Joan Brown Campbell 212/870-2511
catholic Bishops Conferenca
Hegr. Robert Lynch 202/541-3100 202/541-3166
Synegogqua Council of Amerisa (Religious Action Centar)
Rapbi David Saperstein 202/7387-2800 202/687-5070
Evangelicals foy Social aAction
Ron Sider 215/843-9268 or 645-93354 215/645~539%
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MERICAL AND HEALTH
American Medical Associastion
Margaret Danaher Garikes 202/783~7408 203/789-7485
Amarican Nurses Assoclation
Virginia Trotter~Baetis 202/884-4444 202/554~2262
Nazional Assoc, of Social Workers
Sheldsn Goldstein . 202/336-8200 202/336-8310
American Adademy of Fadiatrics e
Janis Guetney 20273478600 202/383~-6137 R
amarican College of Emergency Physicians o
Stapysnie A. Kennen 202/7728+04610 202/728~-0617 :
American Paychiatric aAssociation - Crh
Kathy sullivan 202/6823-6332 202/682~-6287 s
Amarican Psychological Amsccjiation
Barbara J. <alkins 202795857873 202/955-7689
Anerican Public Eealth Agsociation
Richard Gilbert 202/789~5€81 2027789588

LAW
ABA Bruce Nichelson 202/331-2685 202/331~2220
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National Ralndbow Coslition

Rav. Jasse Jackson 202/728~1180 202/728-11%2
Handgun Control

Richard Aborm 203/7898~0792 202/3%)-9818
Pacific Center for Vioclencs Prevention
Andrew Moluire 415/7285-1793 415/582-2863

Children's Dafense Fund
Marion Wright Edelman 202/638-8787 202/662-3580
Hattis Ruttenkerg 202/662+~3896 202/662~3540
RAACP

Bandanin {navia 410/358-8900 410/486~5257
League of Women Votars
Lioyd lsonard 202742919865 202/425-0854
American Association of Retired Persons
Jahn Rother 208/434=~3704 202/434-3714
TIAA CREF
Matina Horner - 212/916~6240 212/916~6230

EQUNDATIONS
Conrad Hilton & BEST Foundation

Brad Sales B1B/382-3860 B818/3B2-2882
Aaron Disnmond Foundation

Vincant McGee 21277577680 212/262~0646
Charles Rovson Foundation

Lisn Goldberg 21279353340 212/688-0633
Joyce Foundatlon

Dekhy Leff 312/782=2464 A12/782-4160
william Caspar Graustain memorial Fund

pavid Mee 203/498=6036 203/498=-6078
A.L. Mailman Foundation

iaba Lynch 214/681-4448 914/681-5182
New York Community Trust

Joyoe Bovae 212/7686=0010 5852 212/833~8%28
Tides Foundation

Jim Browne 202/833~4682 202/833-4670

Publie Walfare Foundation
Iarry Kresslaey 202/9E5-1800 202/625~1348
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AFL~CYXQ
Robert M. McGlotton 202/637-5000 202/637~5058
Byron Charlton 202/637-5000 202/637-5058
A.F.5.C.M.E,

caryl Vontz 202/428=1175 202/429/1293

SR0RTH . ' )
National #Hasketiall asgociation
pDavid Stern 21278267000 232/888~7931

National Football lLeague

Paul Tagliiabue 212/158-1500 212/826~3454
Major Laague Basaball

Bud Selig 41478334114 41479334455
National Collegiate aAthletic Association

Cadric Dempsay 913/33%-1308 91373390038

VAINEES
Nationsl Associstion of Manufasturers
Jerry J. Jasinowski, President
202/637~3000 202/637-33182
Susiness Roundtable
Samuel L. Mauxry, Executive Dlrector
202/7872-1280 303/466~350% .
Chamber of Commarce
Dr. Richard L. Lasher, President
202/76509-8000 202/483-8836
National Federation of Independent Businesses
8. Jackson Faris, President and CEC
202/554~9000 202/584-2470
Businees for Socisl Responsiblicy
Michasel Levett, Executive Divector
202/842~8400 202/842-3115

R0 ¥ A 040 e L NESh
Scholastic Magazine

Dick Robinson 212/343-8740 212/343-6701%
American Airlinen

24 Faberman 202/857-422) 202/887-424%
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-

The Honorable Janet Renc

Attorney Genersl

U.8. Department of Justive

Constitution Avenus and 10th Streat, N.W,
Washington, D.C. 20830

Dear General Reno:

Thiz respanse has been propared qulskly to follow up the very frank and productive
mesting you requested last weck with representatives of the oreative industry, Given the
short smount of tims since the meeting, this responss reflects the views of NBC, from
President and CEO Robert Wright on down, but not any of the other participants {n lsat

week's moeting.

We spplaud President Clinton's sntl-vialence initistive and your historio and ongoing
sommiteient to address the root causes of the violence epidemic mging throughout our
society. No ather problem today has grester sonsequencas of poses a more complex
challanga for every sagmant of socisty. You have challenged the entirs entertainment
industry to reduce the level of viclence scross the telsvision landscapa snd $0 Use the
power of ths msdium to shine & spotlight on the spidervic of viclence in our soclety.

NBC sccepts your challange.

As we bave indicated numarous times, voluntary actions, 1 greater focus on positive uses
of the media and colisborstive efforts between government and the entertaiament industry,
will, in the end, make & far grezier contribution to antd-violence ¢fforts than the intrusive
measures now pending in the Congress « and, do so without any unintended
vonsequences that could result from legisiation.

ca- e oo With this in mind, we belleve the efforts NBC has undertaken have schdeved real resulty -~ v v oo
and provide a wmework for others ta follow, Azthtmﬂmo,wopix&awuﬁmﬁin
this letter, 16 undertake further action, including additinnal pro-sotial programming and
sollaborative effores with government. Our proposal Includes stops that we belisve will:

2t MO ED  CHSOM DEN WdZE:1i@ €6, BE ADM
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You impreased upon all of us tha nasd to demaonstraio concrets raaults, Here they are:
Todsy the top 28 programs on the broadcast retworks conslst of non-violeat sitcoms,
news magaring shows and » few nonviolent dramans. As the Mimwapolis Star end
Triduna recensly wrote in Its comparison of netwark programming over the last 25 years:
*Todsy's aitoam hesvy astwork TV Is » walk in tho park. The improvement Is most

among, and best damonstrated by, the network broadoast programming
watchod by children:; mmmomnwpmdmmwmmmw&wmﬁm
sdventures; todsy, thers are nong,

For dacader, the broadoast natworka have maintained a system of chocis and dalsnoes,
whereby affllistes, sdvertisers snd our sudience provide constant feedback on the
suitability of our programming. Moreover, the nefworks have maintalned an infrastructure
wherein xn entire ztaff of standards editors monitor poficies that eliminsts gratuitous
violence and determine the appropriste time scheduling for shows that have sny violent
gontent whatsoever, Most recently, the networks have contimisd 1o taks the industry's
lead by employing parental sdvisaries on programs (and in their promos) that cortain
violent materisl. As s result of these actions, many idess submitted for production never
maka It onto & network schedule. Mzmu ars adited expresly fur netvork telendsion.
And, ol network programming is “time-slotted® to ensure that adult-oriested fars runs
#"Wmtmmmmmesmpdnamﬁwﬂmma?tmmmm

However, i is important to note that all of these stcpsnu&abythanmm&x%ﬁhzwa
minimal effect of reducing the overall amount of violenos shown on television unfil the
other media entities and [nfluences on childran match thess efforts, The majority of
viclenne on tha sir Is due to the proliferation of non-network chennels, both cable snd
broadcast, who often show uncut, m&wwsozammwmwm
dﬂ&wmmunhmiﬁmymhaw:x& [herafore, if voy arvingg

NBC is now {n & positlon to build upan our progress in developing and mondtoring
guidelines for violent content. The resesrch Mark Rosenbarg and the Centars for Discass
Contro! and Prevention are doing could be invalusbie. Clearly, too litle research has
centered on dotermining the most socially constructive manser for depicting violence,
Therefore, we intend to work closely with Mark and offer whatever assistance wa can in
order to make his research as relovant and useful ss possible.

NBC alsc stands ready to hamess the power of the network, in the areas cutlined below,
in order to fight the growing epidemis of violsnce In America,

= M e CHSHM DM WAER (A8 E6. BE ADH
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In the sres of naws today, our network and the vast majority of our affiliates each davote
thousands of hoUrs every year to nsws raporis that inform the viewers about viclenss, Por
axxamipls, our owned siation in the city of New York, WNBC, has been running a month
long series on the proliferation of guns and gun related violence throughout the New York
srea. A Powr wesks ago, in oarjunction with NBC's The Mors You Enaw campaign,
NBC Nows focusad on stories that promoted the value of & good education and provided
modals of noneviolent conflict resolution. More of this 2ype of progrmmming 1s being

plansied.

?«W%ﬁwalﬂémmWﬁmwﬁ&hIm@&&m&
meammm.mmmmm pas

NEC Naws at Sunrise mpmbingt&wmm&md«dﬁammmbe
dom,mdwhatiamwaadomm:s

On the entertainmant side, we have incorporated & number of important stery Hnes into
shows with large audiences of children and will continue to do so. Similarly, cur movies
of the week have inciuded pro-social themes that not only entartain, tut eniighten our
adult sudiencs. Wa racantly alred *Shattered Trust: The Sharl Kasey Story,” ot the end
of which we ran & public service announcement for viswers seeking more information
shout child abuse. Thia resulted in over 4,000 cafls coming into a CHILDHELP botlins
faatured in the PSA.

Additionally, as 2 2ign of our ongoing coramitment to prowsocia] programming that deals

. with societe] vislence, early in 1994, NBC will air an Edward 7. Olmos antlviolence
documentary, Lives in Hasard, and a fhet-based program, Kid 8 Qp
Munmahomwpswhooathdrownmmkeadmrmwmmmw&mmn&
These programs could serve s 8 vehicle to highlight the Administration’s launch of any
new anti-violence initiative. They could also be used as a catalyst for the broadsast of

" pawy programa that could festure the President, you or other cabinet members, fr
example. Television stations could be enoouraged to faature local news stories that
complemert tho shows. By involving groups liks the Nationa! PTA and NEA, schools
would be abls 1o use these programs a3 s curriculum tool. ‘ )

A3 you are awsre, NBC has alse bean utilizing public service announcements to promotes
antl-violenoe and other pro-social themes through . pis Enaw this

sesaon. Racent successes with public health iafomatmn and adtxca:ian mpﬁmn (e.8.
AIDS prevention) suggest that simiar efforts through The More You Rae
important parts of the publio health approach 1o viclencs prevention, Thorcfom tnthe

coming manths, The More You Xaow campaign will:

» let pedpls know that violence is # preventable problem and as parents and citizens we
il shara the responsibility to reduce it;
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+  give hope to individuals and communities, by providing cxanples of non-violent
cooflict resolution and rackniques that youngaters can easily adopt; :

« snd provide refornl and resource information to assist individuals and mmmu&ﬁain
combating violence,

As important &8 our national reach is, the success of any safviclence program will
depend on s adaptability to local communities. Por Instancs, *The Moare ¥ou Know*
PSA’s often provide sn 800 mamber, or tho name of a government agency ot astional non-
profit organization, but thess spots sre mare bonoficial when joonl aiations tailor tham in
order to direct interested individuals o programs or crganizations based in thelr owm
cammunitios. Addidanally, 5 locs! community sction componesnt is & critiond element of
sy public servics campalgn, Ths federal governmen s sn important role t¢ play here,
toe, by identifving agencics and their organizations which can help, NBC atresdy warks
mm&m‘aﬁe&mn}m&.}}mmmumymwmmmmm
relatlonships that could bs productive - 1.2, the National Service Program, Teacher

Corpa, Job Corps, and eammunity policing,

In closing, 8 couple of summary thoughts: we believe thai NBC sasentlally has put its -
houss In order by sliminating gratsitous violenca from our programs, providlng sdvisaries
when appropriate, and practicing time-slotting. We are continually evolving sur broadcast
mmmmhmmumzammmmmmmwm In
addition we have taken many positive steps on our own to promote pro-social behavior
and have prepared this pian 1 give you additional ideas of the ways the Industry can

The voluntary framework described here, not government regulation, l¢ the anly way to
seocmplish cur mutusl gaxls whils prescrving the creative fraadam and spirit of the
entertalnment industry. But such voluntary efforts cannot succeed in the media landscape
- of the 1990 unleas ail video compettors - cable, syndicators, independent stations, home
Mﬁ&wmm&ﬁdmmﬁamﬂamdbr%nmmumm

Together, government and the medis can be an enormously poswerful team ta combat
violonce azross our nation.

‘ sw;:,
Donald W. Ohimayer Rosalyn Welaman
Pragident Vice Preasident
NBC West Coant Broadoeast Standards and Practices
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David Gergen

Pater Edelman

Ranhm Emmanuel

Jody Creenstone
Brucse Read

Rickl Seidman

Georgae Stephanopolous
Christine Varnay

202/486~2883
202/

202/4556=6423
202/456-2883
202/456~7028
202/456=2451
202/4588-6703
20274562983
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Bt ed esider
TGO David Gergen
counsallor ¢o the Prasidant
Tha White House
TROM: Jay L. Kriegel
DATE: Februayy 17, 1894
RE: A Week af Anti-Violence Activities

oty i S Pk s s Wity A AT e it vt v e W i e i e T O A W Wrin e e g i Y S D i M e T . W e e e S W T AL M et

A8 we finalize our plans for a week of antli-violence
activities, I wanted to provide you and your colleagues
with a status report,

A broad range of national organizations have now cone
teogethar to sponsor a week of activities across the
sountry focusing on youth vislence, guns, alternative to
conflict, personal responsibllity, et¢. 7The core groups
involved are the national education organjzations (NEA,
AFT, school boards, principals, etc.) and the major
rellglous denominations (National Council of Churchas,
Cathelic Bishops’ Confarenge, Baptist Joint Commigsion,
Evangelicals, Synagogue Council, Black Churches).
Additionally, maijsr organizations for mayors, polics,
medical and  legal, clvil rights, youth searvices,
business, media, etc, sre all participating.

Rather than appearing to form a new organization or
“ecoalition, the groups have chosen to join together for
this one week o¢f activities to bes conducted in glitias
across the nation, and not to have 2 natlonal
crganizational structure. The entire week will ba called
"Rids Killing Kids."

It is important to note that this is pnot & “television®
or “network® project. While the week involvas the
broadesgst of a one~hour program called "Kids Killing
Kids.¥ this schedule of events hag baen planned by thess
varicus constituencies and gives them each & rcle and an
opportunity to emphasize their particular issues within
this seven—-d4ay pariod.
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Bayond the announcement, there are gseveral ways Lhe
Adminlstration cocould participate "'in tha wesk’s
activities, which c¢an be discussed at a later date.
Thesa include:

Participation by the Surgeon
General, the Secrstary of HHE
and others In events that
dramatize the Impact and ceost
of gun violence;

T™e First Family could urge
svery American to watch
the program "Kids Killing Kidsg"
together and then te dlscuss it
as a fanily (an enmphagis on
parantal involvemsnt, family
dialegue and family
responslbility);

The Fresident and Mrs, Cliinton
could participate in a ®Ligten
In" in Washington or some other
ecity, going into a school and
listening to Xids. {our
varslen of =a "leach In"
modellad after the President’s
and Vice Preamident’s recent
visits te w Washington, D.C.
pchosl) . other high ranking
monbers ¢f thes adminietration
gould 4o the same.

The Attornay Ganaral, the
Director of the FBI and others
could participate in un
enforcemaent activitiaes with
local police.

Membiers of the Adminletration
{perhaps the Vica President)
pould attend local recognition
cerencnias in various cities
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The days o©of the wesX have therefors been "themed" as
follows:

Monday, April 25 “Physiciana on Violance"
Tussday, April 26 TFamilies Talk Absut Violience?
Wednegday, April 27 Focue on Schools «
"Ligtening to Kids?
Thureday, April 28 "Violence and the Law:
Enforcement and Prevention®
Friday, April 2% ., "Harons®
Saturday/sunday
April 3¢ - May 1 frPrayers for Non-Viclence"

The attached memo provides a summary of the purpose of
sach day. Whils this is a national framework, the focus
of activities will be lécal ~- in each citv. We expect
mayors and police chiefs to play a leading role in
coardinating the planning for the week’s activitiaa in
their own clties by cenvening meetings of tha wvarious
constituencies and organizations involved «=- medical and
publiic health for Mondays schools and znedia for
Tuesday/Wednesday: police and lawysrs for Thursday; the
non-profit service sector for Friday:; and religious
laaders for Satux&aS{Sunday, (The U.S5. Caonferance of
Mayoxrs has just asked 1200 mayors to start this planning
procass. The letter is alse attached.}

Bach day, there will be visible activities in cities
acroas the country, especially hoapital-based medical
evants on Monday: school-bagsed activities on Wednesdays
police/law enforcenment/dbar association on Thursdayrs
support services on Friday; and churchas and synagogues
on Saturday/sunday.

¥e have targeted a public snnouncement of these plans
during the week of February 28 through a press release.
We will have:

a} the schedule of the week and thamed days?

b} & Stoering Committee with ths head of
25/30 of thess national organizations
{education, religious, MAYors, police,
business, civil rights, etce.}s and

c} a list of participating national
organizations.

to‘w&xkawithhyca"ta Zind an appropriate vehicle.
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for citizens and organlzations.
that help kids in trouble and
work to prevent ¢rime. ([(Thore
could alse bs a national
recognition event.)

“Prayers for Non-Violence®

The First Family could atiend
sarvicas and lead the nation in
listening to germons and
praying for peacs in  our
streeta.

Of wourge, at any tine before April 25, you could convane
& White House maoting with leaders of the various
congtituencies -~ aducators, mayors, poiice, religicn,
medical, legal, ¢ivil rightg, non-profit service,
bueiness, labker, ete.

I louvk forward to hearing from you.

¢c: Peter Edeliman
Rahm Emmanugl
Jody Greenstone
Bruce Rseed
Rieki Seidman
George Stephanopelous
Christine varnsy
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Monday, April 25 *Phyeicians on violence®
Tuesday, April 26 "Families Talk Abosut Violenca®
Wednesday, April 27 Foous on Schools
- *Tistening to Kids"
Thursday, April 28 ‘*“Violence and the lLaw:
Enforcemaent and Prevention"

Friday, April 29 “*Heroos®
Saturday/Sunday «
April 10<May 1 "prayers for Noen-Vislence®

Focus on the medical and public heelth aspects of
gun viclence, especlally the impact on madical
rescurces, individual health and the cost of gun
injuries. ’

Medical associations, hespitals, wnedical schools
and public health agencies to sponsoxr local
activities, including releass of data analyzing and
guantifying the impact of gqun violance: forums for
digcuseion of issues; press conferences, The
participation of individual victims with their
physiciane would graphically illustrate in personal
terms the actual ¢ost and impact of gun injuries,

Telecast ©f ths onhe-hour telavision pregram "Kids
Killing Xids” at & p.m. BST with the focus on
making this an hour of "Family Viewing." Through
the schools, students will be urged to view the
program with their families &s & "homawork®
assignment. Television promotion and newvapaper
editorial material will urge sach fanily to conme
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together, watch together and talk together ==
urging parental involvement, dialogue and family
yvegponsibility. Newgpapers will ke asked by
publish a *Fanily vViewing oGuide” that includes
guestions and topics for parents to talk about with
their children after watching the progran.

The ceantral event of the wesk will bdbes <¢he
digscussion in s¢hocls acrose America of the
television progranm %Kids Xilling Kids" and the
issues it yraises ~- dealing with anger and
confijiot, gun use, disputs resolution, support
services, individual responsibility and wvaluss.
Teachers will be provided with "Teacher duides® 4o
help structure classes and other activities,

while teachere will Jlead and organize these
activities, the primary theme will be LISTENING TO
XIps ~- listening to what students say about tha
telavision program and their concerns about
violenca. Studente can organiza anti-viglence
activitios for this day either in achool ar their
communities, ranging from assemblies, ausay
contests, dramatizations or rap contests, patition
drives, rallies, etc.

Additionally, Teach-Ins wan be organized to bring
into the schools local leaders from all walks of
lite (governmen®, business, labor, police, legal,
nedical, civic, sports, media, etc.) to go to
clagses and assenblies, both talking to and
listening to students, Parents can also bs brought
into the process.

Police, prosecutors and other criminal justice
ofticiale, as well as lawyers and bar asseociations,
to organize activities that focus on legal iaosues
relating to gun violencs such as statistical
analysas of gun crimes, enforcement o©f existing
laws, gun lhuy-back and safety programs, how
citizens can organiza to pravent visclence, the
legal rights of those injured by gun violence and
possible changes in the law relating teo guns. )

29w ey

A focus on local "hercs,® individuals and programs
that are doing outstanding work on youth violencs,
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crime prevention and youth services, This day will
salute the extraordinary efforts of the private
sectoy in providing a wvast array of support
services and advocagy for young people. Activities
could invelve leacal award ceremonies and
recognition avantse, ths spotlighting of cutetanding
loaal organizations and service programsg, and the
promotion of programs and hotelines that are
available to provide counselling and guildance to
kids in distress.

v ot

Religious leadars and institutions speak out
and participate through sermons and other
activivies such as special prayer servicses,
issue forums, community projscts snd service
prograns.

B & h & ¥ % &

Within this genaral national framework, each city can
dasign ite pyn loccal programs, We axpect tho mayoxs o
play a leading role in convening mestings of the variocus
crganizations and constituencies involved and to
coordinate planning for the week’s actlvities, While the
national organizations would endorse this thamatic
schadule, events wpuld ba dependent on local leadarship
and planning -~ medical and public health for Monday;
school boards, adnpinistrators, principals, and teachers
for Tuaesday/Wednesday along with local mediy {(newspapers
and talevision}; pelice, law enforcement and legal groups
for Thursday:; the non-profit service ssctor for ¥Friday:
and religious leaders for Saturday/Sunday.
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THE UNITED STATES CONFERENCE OF MAYORS

February 14, 1994

Deax Mayor:

Violent crize wag tho central theme of sur Winter
¥ooting last zonth {n Washingten, with gevaral paneis and
ntations on the seriousness of the problem and on
potential solutions te it, One of tho mest challenging

osals was presantad to us Jay Krisgel, a €8s
ggg?nz ¢ice Prssident. by Jay egast.

CBS and FOX television networks have doined with a
proad rangs of mnational mimiza:zm =  including
virtually all saior sducationsl and religiocus groupgs, as
wall as polics, buaninesa, ladox, civil vights, sporta,
nadis and service organizations -~ to sponsor a national
weeck of anti-vielence activitiee, April 25 ~ May 1.

¥hile a formal public announcement ©f this plan is
still two weekas ofC, bpayors can play & cantral role in
the activitias and should find that the wveak cffera an
exc¢sllent opportunity to focus local resources and media
attantion on the problex of youth violence and on local
afforts to combat it.

At the core of the week's activities will be a cne-
nour progras on netverk television about the consequences
of kidn using and about the alternatives to B
that are available $o them, The progras, *Kids Kiliing
Xids,” will be shown at 8:500 i.m EST on Tueaday, April
26. There will de no commsrcial interruptions.

™The week has been xtmtww‘ ta & iz &
different theme aach day (detail of achedula (s
attashed):

MONAAY. . ... sarensPhysicians on Violence

THoSAAY cvesnsnt s br ~rm‘1’»“ ’#Q&k Apout viﬁlencﬂ
Hodnesday...cnnesas ,!‘gma on Scheols: Listening to
Xida

THuLadaY.. -+ sc 020 Violence and the Lav:
gnforcenent and Pravention
rridgalxlt-n-vuvnnnum
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A handbook €6 haelp your clty plan the veek's activitiss will
be sant to you soon. Tha strugture outlined above 19 intendad to
maka it relatively azsy for sach city to participate, and tha heavy
involvazent of both e talavigieon and nowgpa industries should
ansure that your eofforts will be highly visible.

Planning far this sgpeclal woak'e activitios ahould invelve
igcal scheol officinls, polica and lav enforcenant, leaders of the
medical and legal compunitien, reliwious laadexs, mejor busineoes,
labor and cvivic groups, and service opganisations. Membars of all
of Cthaum groups a&ales are baing contacted their national
organizations and snceuraged ta participats in activities,

22 you chooge to become invelved in this initiative, your
office wmay wish to convens A planning wneeting of these
constitusencies within the next two weaka ta start discussing
possible local activities.

In addition, youx designation of a staff coordinator for *xids
Killing Kide* week vould help us coordinate your activities with
thosa of other citivs asroas the nation and get information to you
in 2 tizely mannex, Babatta Penton, Aaaistant Xxscutive Directoer,
vill ba cocrdinating the proisct for tha Zonferencs of Mayors.
Pleasa contact hev by fax {203/72531+2352) with your intantiosn to
participuntae in “Kids Killing Xilds" waeek, Cogether with the name of
a centact in your office for this project.

X heps you can jein in what could becoma the wost highly "
visible national anti-viclance campaign vwa have sesn. .

DrARRAN
Mayer of Loulavills
Preaident

Bncloguro
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KIDS KILLING KIDS

Ameri¢ca Focuses on Youth Vioience and ita Pravention

THE WEEK'S SCHEDULE
April 25 - May 1

Monday, April 25 - Physicians on Violence
Tuesday, April 28 . Famiiss Talk Abouwt Violencs
Wednesday, April 27 - me on Schoois: Uistering

10 X0ds
Thursday, Aprit 28 - Visience and the Law:

Enforcement and Pravention |
Friclay, April 29 - Herces
Ssturday/Sunday *

épru 30 - May 1 . Prayers for Non-Vinlenice
A SUMMARY QF ACTIVITIES

Focus on the medical end public health sspects of gun viclercs,
especially the impact on medical resources, individual haalth and
the cost of gun injuries.

Medical assosiations, hoapitals, modical schoois and pubiic hesith
agencles o sponsor local activities, including release of data
analyzing ard quantitying the impact of gun viclencs; forums for
discussion of issues; press conferences. The pantici of
individval vicima with thelr physicians would graphically ilustrats in
personal terrns the actual cost and impacs of gun injuries.

Telecast of the one-hour televaion program “Kids Kiling Kids* ot &
p.m, EST with the focus on meking this an hour of ‘Family Viewing.”
Through the schoola, studems will be urged o view the program
with their families 88 8 "homework® assignment.  Television
promotion and newspaper editerial matarial will urge each family to
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come together, watch together and talk together = urging paremtal
Invelvement, diglogue and family responsiblity. Newspapers will be
askedd 10 publish a *Family Viewing Guide” that inciudes questions
and topics for parents 10 talk about with their children after watthing

Tha cantral evert of the week will be the discussion in schools
across America of the television program “Kids Killing Kicis* and the
issues i raises - dealing with anger and confiict, gun use, disputs
resolution, support sarvices, individual responsibility and values,
Teachers will be provided with “Teacher Guides" t© heilp structure
classas and other activities.

While teacherg will lead and organize thess actjvitlas, the primary
theme will ba LISTENING TO KIDS - listening to what studers say
about tha telendsion program and their contemns about viclence.
Studerts can organize anti-viclencs activities for this day sither in
school or thelr communities, ranging from ssgsembiies, essay
corests, dramatizations or rap cantests, petition drives, rallies, a2,

Additionsally, Teach-ins can be organized % bring o the schosls
lkcal leaders from all walks of He (govemment, business, labor,
police, legal, medical, oivie, spons, madia, et} 1o go to classes and
assemblies, both talking to and listenirg to students. Parents ¢an
glso be brought into e procass.

Polic, proasscviors and other criminal justice officials, as well as
lawyers and bar associations, to organize attivities that focus on
legal ssues relating 10 gun vidlence such as statistical analyses of
gun crimes. enforcemernt of gxisting laws, gun buy-back and safely
programs, how citizens can organtze 1o pravert viclences., the legal
rights of thase Injured by gun violenzs and possible changasg in the
faw relating 10 guns.

A focus on iocal "haroes,” individuals and programs that ams doing
outstanding work on youth viclencs, cime prevention and youth
services. This day will salute the extracrdinary ¢ftorts of the private
secwor In providing a vast arvay of support servicos and advocacy for
young peopls. Activitias could invole iocal award ceremonies and
rocogniion events, tha spotightng of outstanding local
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organizations and service programs, and ths promaotion of programs
and hot-lings that are avallable to provide counsaliing and guidance
to kids in distress.

Aeligious leaders and institutions speak out and participate through
sarmens and othar activitigs such as spocial prayer services, Issue
forums, community projects and servics programs.

Rk ans v e ey

Within this gensral national framework, each city can design its gwn oéal
programs. We expect the mayors 10 play a leading roig in convening
moetings of the various organizations and consttuencies invaived and to
cocrdinate. planning for te wodk's activities. While he national
nrgenizations would endorse this thematic schadule, evants would be
dependent on iocal leadership and planning -~ medical and pubile health
for Merdlay, school boards, administrators, principals, and teachers for
Tuesday/Wednesday along with local modia (newspapers and telavision);
police, faw enforcement and lagal groups for Thursday; the non-profit
service sector for Friday, and refigious leaders for Saturday/Sunday. |
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Discember 1, 1993
MEMORANDUM FOR CAROCL RASRCO
FROM: BRUCE REED-

SUBIECT: PRESIDENT'S TRIP TO HOLLYWOOD; TV VIOLENCE

1 have been working wath Carolyn Curiel on the substance of the President's speech to
the entertsinment industry. She espects to have a draft ready tomorrow aftermoon. 1t won't
break much policy ground, but it will include o direct challenge to Hollywood to take
regponsibility and work with us to be part of the solution to crime and violence. 1 will not
include the threat of censorship if they don't.

So far as | can determine, Justice is not preparmg to move forward on any legislation
about TV wviolence (although vou never know}, The Attorney General testified in favor of
legislation €0 Hmit violence during certain programniing hours. But the White House
Counsel's office told me there are unresolved congtitutional guestions sbout these approaches,
tncluding 2 recent circuit cowrt decision striking down an FCC rule against adult programming
during daytitne hours.

In any event, the industry has volunteered and s cager 1o work with the
Administration to play a positive role in speaking out against violence. We'll get more and
better things done more quickly by pushing them o take respongibility than by fighting this in
the courts,

The mdustry is thimking big. According to Jay Kriegel of CBS, the four major
networks have reached tentative agreement to air a dramatic anti-violonge program in a prume
time "roadblock” (all four networks at once) early next year. They have not yet been able to
agree on the content of the program, or the date it will air (could be February, eould be June).
They are also planning a far-reaching national campaign to accompany the program, including
a nationgl teach-in the day after it airs (with 2 million companion workbouoks distributed to
schoolkids) and a coordinated effort by churches nationwide to make violence the subjest of
services the following Sunday. They also envision Inunching national efforts with major
sports figures, the legal profession, doctors, ete. This doesn't even count what mdividual
networks will do to piggyback on the roadblock prograni -- it will be a kind of violence
sweeps week, If nothing else, Americans may decide to give up crime and violeni behavior
because they'll be so sick of hearing about it on TV,

Kriegel will fax us 2 memo on Thursday which details the networks’ plans. V'l got
you a copy. He recommends that we challenge the industry 1o work with us, and then bring
industry leaders to the White House for an event as soon as they've agreed on something,

l've attached the draft recommendations on violence and the media from the
interagency group, but there's nothing the President can use. The bully pulpit will have to do.
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Bruce Resd
The Wnite House
washingten, D.C. 20500

Doar Pruce:

Af you razuested, hars is an outline of the Viclencs
Project now being dasigned jointly by the four networks.

The keystone of the mroject is a one~hour primestime
televigion special on youth vielence and gune which would
be broadcast in 1994, The program would be "roadblocked"
by ABC, CBS, Fox and NSBC -~ shown simultaneously on all
four networks from &-~9 p.m., the hour of high youth
viawing, on a week night {school nighti. We balieve that
this hae never been done before.

In addition, we would make thie program availabls to
every sther brusdcast station and cabla network 2o that
it would hopefully not just be on fouy chamnels, but on
10 oxr 20 or 30, ineluding those with heaviest viewing by

young peocpie,

The objective of this project is to use the power of
network television not just tn ccmmunicata and educate,

parz*czpata in;thia debate.
The slemente undar discuasion include the following:

e Schuelizn: The National EBducation Task
Force on Violence {NEA, School Boards, etc.)
plug thMe APT and <¢he <(atholic Education
Association would ask each school and each
taacher in Amerisa %o assign this progras aa
"homework.” (Neaver beon done before.)

Wo hope to distribute more than 2 million
Teagherts Guides for the program.

2 zgmgliggz More tThan Just Fatudent
h&&awurkf wa will urge that thig be true
ewing -= that every family in

) Amarica watch this program ftogether.
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We are talking to the Newspaper Assvciation of
America about their making available to svery
newspaper & full page "Parsnts Guide® o the

* program -~ what parents should discuss with

their children aftey watching the Drogram --
and asking that it bBe published that day in
every newspaper.

3. Teach In: The day after the broadcast,
not only would every school be asked to
digeuss the program, but wa would szeek to
conduct the lsrgest Teach In in the nation's
history — hopefully led by the President and
the First Lady.

We would seek to connect the schools with
adults from all different segments of the
community -~ political and government Leaders,
religicus leaders, sports and entertainment
figures, business leaders, lawyers and doctors
-= who 'would talk to students about vioclence,
guns and personal respoensibility.

eligious: That weekend the nation's
najor raliqxaa& organizations {National
Ccouncil of Churches, catholic  Bishops
conference, Baptist Jeint Commipaion,
Evangelicals, Jews) would suggest that these
issues be preached from every pulpit in
America.

L. QLaanaze Dther constituencies
ar organisatxana that have expressed lnterest
in participating:

a. Aamerican Bar Association
b. American Medical Aszociation
c.  Tho major sports leagues

4. the Hollywood production community led by

the MPAA

e. ninority music and entertainment community

{coordinated by HBO)
f. minority media

6. ] - . &
simultanaausly working fram "tha titraets up"

to design Jlgcallv-baged private gector anti-
violence campaigns in major citiles,

This effort has started in New York and Miami
ag a partnership of business executives and
community lsaders ("New Yorkers Against
Vielence®y, The focus ig on ways that the
private sactor can stimyglate and support

P, 3s4



DEC 82 ’33 04127PM (BS

compunity-based anti-violaence ¢fforts through
both anforcemant and prevantion programs.

In each c¢ity, in cooperation with tha key
government officials and aganciaes, we will bhe
focusing on such efforts as placed-based
safety programs in schools and housing
projects: gun buy-backs; youth programs: self-
help and advocacy groups (block assoccliations,
Mothers Against Violence, stc.) and job and
entrepreneurial opportunities feor youth.

Next week Miami and New York leaders are
meeting with representatives ¢f Atlanta,
Chicage, Dallas, Los Angeles and Philadelphia
~= a5 wall as other private zector.groups and
the Presidentfs Task Force b0 discuss how ty
coordinate and expand these local efforts.
Peter Edelman has graciously offared t¢ host
the meeting at HSS (Tvesday, December 7, 10
a.m. to 2 p.n.}.

The grassrocts piece will parallsl the national
effort and help to ensure ongoing local efforts ig major

cities.

There are alspy other follow~up pleces ¢ the
national campaign, such as PSAs and special programming

planned by each of the networks as well as

eollaporation with the Hagvard Prodect on Vioclence.

Lafs-

I hope this is helpful

Rick Cotion, NEC
George Viadenburyg, FOX
Steve Welswasser, ABC

P.as46
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Juy L. Kriege!
Ganier Vicu Peakient

Dacanber 2, 1993

Bruce Reead
TThe White House
washington, D.C. 20860

Daar Bruge:

As you reguested, hara is an outline of the Viclence
Proeisct now b nq daaiqmd jointly by the four natworks.

The kaystone of the project i{s a cne~hour primatine
television special on youth viclence and gqung which would
be breadcast in 1984, The program would be "roadblocked"
by ABC, CBS, Fox and NBC ~~ ghown simultaneously on all
four networks from &«9 p.m., the hour of high youth
viewing, on & waek night (school night)., We¢ keliave that
this has never been done bafore,

In additien, we would make this program available to
every other broadcast station and cable network so that
it would hopaefully not just be on four channels, but en
10 &r 20 or 30, including those with heaviest viewing by
young people.

The objective of this project is to use the pover of
network tealevigion not jaat: to camnicate anzz aducatze,

partimipata in thia dabata.
The elements under discussion include the following:

1. Sghoolg: The National Eduestioen Task
Force on Vicience (NEA, School Boards, ete.}
pilus the AFT and the Catholic Education
Association would ssk each schopol and sach
teacher in America to zssign this program as
thomewerk." (Never baen done befors.}

Ye hopa to diatribute more triar; 2 million
Teacher's Guides for ths progran.

2R FPamilissg: More than Jjust “studant
hmmawork,“ wa wzi}. urge <thsat this be <true

and gwing" ~~ that aevary family in
mwzrizza watz:?; thia program togather.
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. We are talking to the Newspapar Asscoclation of
Anerica abput their making available teo evary
nawgpapar & full paga *Parants Guide® to the

ran ~- what parents should discuss with
their children after watching the program --
and aoking that it be published that day in
avery nawspaper.

3, Teach In: The day after the broadcast,
net only weuld avery achoel be asked to
discugs the program, but we would smeek to
conduct the largest Teach In in the nation's
higtory -~ hopsfully led by tha President and
the First lady.

We would seek to connect the schools with
adults from all different sagnents of the
community ~=- political and government leaders,
raligicus leaders, sports and entertainment
figures, buainess leaders, lawyers and doctors
== Who would talk to students about violence,
guns and personal responsibility.

4. Religioun: That waskend the nation's
major raligious organizations {Hational
gouncil ot Churches, Catholic Bishops
Confearance, Baptis Joint Commission,
Evangelicaig, Jews) would suggest that thaase
isgues be preached from savery pulpit in
Americs,

” 5: Other constituencles
or arganizations thuz have expressed interest
in participating:

8. American Bar Association

B, American Medical Assoclatlion

c. the major sporte loagues

d. the Hollywood production community led by
the HFAA

o. uminority music and entertainment community
{coordinatsd by HBO)

2. minority madia

5.‘ upport/iG w10 We ars
simultan&auzly working !rom ”tha streats up"
to design : gestor anti-

violence cumpaignx‘injma or citles,

This effort has started in New York and Miami
a8 a parinership of business executives ana
community leadars ("New Yorkers Against
Viclencen}. fThe focus i{s on ways that the
private sector can stimulate and support
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community~based anti-violesncs afforts through
both anforcement and pravention programs.

In esach city, in ::t:z:peratimz with the Xey
government officisla and agencies, ve will be
focusing on such efforts as placed-hased
Bafety programs In scheols and  housing
projeacts;: gun buy-backs; youth programa; self-
help and advocacy groups (block associations,
Mothars Against Viclence, atc.) and 3ok and
sntrepreneurisl cpportunities for yeouth.

Haxt waek Miaml and Nav York laaders are
mepating with representatives of Atlanta,
Chicage, Dalias, Iloa Angeles and Philadelphia
== 85 wall as other private mector groups and
the President‘s Task Force to discuss how to
coordinate and expand thess local efforts.
Peter Edslman has graciously offered o host
the mesting at HSS (Tusesday, December 7, 10
a.m. %0 2 p.m.).

The grassroots plece will parsliel the naticonal
affa:t and help to snsure ongeing local efforts in major

citien.

plannad by sach of the
collaboration with the Harvard Projest on Violenca.

Qe

There are also uwther (followeup places o the
national campaiygn, such as PSAs and speclal programming
natwvorke as wall as  our

I hope this is helpful,

Rick Cotton, NBC
George Vradenburg, FoOX
Steve Keiswapser, ABC
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Tor Bruce Reed

FROM: Jay L. Eriegel 12702793
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Jay Winsten of the Harvard School of Public Health would
vary much like the President to include in his remarks on
Saturday something like the following:

The telavision industry working with Harvard
or the Dasignated Driver campaign damonstrated
how the mediz can exert a positive influence
on behavior with the result of actually saving
1ivesn. A similar collaberation regarding
youth wvislence dis now in development for
launch next year and holds graat promise for
uping the power of tha television to encourage
young pecple to withdraw from violant
confiiats,

Foasa
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Prasident William Jefferson Clinton
Ramarks at Creative Artists Agency
Los Angeles, California
December 4, 1993
[FINAL DRAFT; 12:30 p.m. 12~3-93]

{Acknowledgments)

Today I am here in several roles: ag a fan, as your
President, as a defender of free speech... and as a partner in a
great endeavor to retell the American drean.

Hollywood hag been c¢alled the Dream Machine. Before me, I
see many of the people who have worked that machine., You have
braought to life ideas that have captured the imagination... that
have amused and proveked... that have touched heart and
conscience,

And when the creative community in this town has seen a need
in our society, it has not shied away. Rather, many of you have
seen a way to use your talents to bring about change.

You have reinforced an awareness and appreciation of the
environment. You have battled world hunger... promoted world
peace... even helped demccracy. If more Americans are able Lo
exercise the right to vote, it‘s because this community helped
with “rock the vote®,.. and you worked for passage of the motor~
voter bill. For all this, I applaud you.

You have served, at various times as a companion, a baby-
sitter, a catalyst, an entertainer and an educator. Every day you
visit Americans through their televisions, or in the movies, or
in their music or video games. You are a dominant part of
American life.

But that life has changed since the days of ®Qzzie and
Harriet" and "Singing in the Rain." Some of the changes have been
good: the end of the ¢cold war and the threat of nuclear war...
the advancement of civil rights and opportunity for women and
minorities... to name a few.

But at the same time, we’ve also experienced a breakdown of
family and community and a surge in violence here at honme.

Since I took office, the people in my Administration have
been working our hgarts out to address these problems. Every day
we are trying to bring about the changes we need to make our
people more secure in their work, in their lives, in our place in
the world. :

{recap of sconomics and progress report]

All of this is putting us on the proper course for tomorrow.
But there’s something else that I'm committed to doing... and



that’s lifting the hopes and aspirations of ocur people, because I
know our people want them lifted... and they need them lifted.
And unless we do that, the government can make all the laws it
wants and they still won‘t have lasting success,

But to 1lift our people, I need help from every American.
Last month, I went to Memphis and spoke with ministers of the
Church of God in Christ Congregation. I asked them to help us
overcome a crisis of the spirit in America by providing
structure, love and discipline in lives that otherwise would not
know it. All those things can make a difference for a child at
risk,

Today, I'm asking you for your help.

This much is clear: Our people Are weary of mavhem and
wadness that have made Americans the mogt violent people on
earth., Many of vou here saw firsthand the effects of despair and
anger and hatred when this city fought the flames last year. And
Just two days ago, not far from here, in Oxnard, a gunman shot to
death a policeman and three other people.

In our cities, countless children are afraid to venture out
of their homes. Every day, is0-thousand children stay home from
school because they fear for thelr safety.

I ask you: What kind of holidays will these children have?

In recent years, gang violence has spread to cities in our
heartland, even to Kansas City. And last year in Los Angsles
county alone, gang violence killed more than 800 people, leaving
hehind mothers and fathers, brothers and sisters and even
children.

What Xxind of holidays will they have?

Every 20 minutes, someone in this country is shot... and
every three hours... an American child is killed by firearnm
violence.

Indeed, what kind of holidays can Amgrican children at risk
syer have?

Werve got to let these Kids know that life can be better.
Right now, popular culture is reinforcing the destructive
developments that are already rampant in our society and in their
lives.

A child in the inner c¢ity, the heaviest of television
watchers, spends as much as 11 hours a day in front of the t-v;
in fact, television may talk to American children more than
anyone else... more than anybody else.

2



That’s a lot of power... but that’s also a lot of
responsibility.

Let’s not kid ourselves. There is no separating culture from
behavior... and you know the influence you carry. That’s why
Hollywood has the Environmental Media Association, Education
First and Children’s Action Network.

I’11l cite another example: the designated driver. Before
1987, no one ever heard of a designated driver.

It was an invention of the Harvard School of Public Health,
an idea to curb the number of drunken drivers... and the deaths
that go with it. Working with Hollywood studios and the
television networks, references to the designated driver were
inserted into scripts of all the top t-v shows. That was
accompanied by publlc service 'announcements; I even did one of
those myself.

Now, the designated driver is a household phrase. And when
people go out to have a good time, one person is now more likely
to stay sober and drive. One study shows that in the three years
before the designated driver campaign, there was no drop in
alcohol-related traffic deaths. But in the first four years of
the Harvard Alcchel Project, the yearly number of such deaths
fell by about 20 percent.

You helped to reshape attitudes and thousands of lives are
being saved. You helped to make a positive impact.

But conversely, when you’ve got car chases, bloody
shootouts, murders and often just amoral behavior as a regular
feature in prime time, in the movies and throughout the
entertainment media, how can anyone say the impact is not
negative?

How can anyone say it doesn’t reinforce the worst
expectations of a child who doesn’t have a lot of hope to grasp
onto in the first place?

I call on you to bring your creative talents together, as
you have done in the past... to shed some light on the parts of
life many children don’t often see. I call on you to help send a
new message to these children... not just a message of anti-
violence... but a message that is pro-hope.

We can show these young people how to resolve conflict with
words instead of guns... and if we show them the downside of
life, we can also show them positive role models. John Singleton
did that in a powerful way in "Boyz N the Hood," showing a father
who was strong, responsible and caring. But these examples are
all too rare.



We can show these young people that an education can give
them something the streets can’t: a life with a future.

Of course, parents have a responsibility in this, too. But
you’ve got to help parents 4o their jobs... not undermine their
afforts. You... who have the best access to the instruments that
define our culiture... you can help.

I can’t make your movies and television shows for you and I
don’t want to. You all know that I met with Salman Rushdie, the
author under a death threat because of what he wrote., I felt I
needed te meet him simply because I support freedom of
expression. It’s one of the most precious rights we have and I
will always defend it.

But sending the right message to the children is so
important that we need to do it together. And to do that you have
to lead the way in your world and I have the lead the way in
mine.

Today X’m asking that we all consider how & child feels when
a friend dies a viclent death, or how a parent feels buryving a
child who had barely begun to live before being cut down by
gunfira.

We need to consider how our people should feel about
thanseolvas, sbout thelir families, about their communities and
about the world they live in.

I know that many of you have been thinking about this for
some time. The television networks are beginning to air warnings
before some programs... and executives also have been meeting to
come up with a unified apprcach in addressing the problem of
violence.

All this is progress. But there’s o much more to be done in
evary gquarter of the industry, not just the networks and
filmmakers, but alss cable and satellite operators and the makers
of videos... and it should involve everyone ~- writers,
producers, directors, executives and actors.

Today I‘m asking each of you to sign on to a campaign to
make a brighter picture for tomorrow by retellinyg the American
dream to a generation that hasn’t caught sight of it.

I'm asking you to do what you’ve done s¢ well in so many
areas before: to make a difference for the better. I promise you
this: We will work with you.

And I ask each of you to keep this in mind: Somebody’s child
is watching.
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Q Thank you f£or having us in.

Q Mr. President, I've seen the PSAz, and they're very
strong; they're terrific. I'm wondering if you can tell us why you
decided to do that and what vou expect to come about asg a result of
those.

THE PRESIDENT: When did I mention this? Last NHovember?

¥R, GEARAN: Noveaber.

THE BRESIDENT: In November we were having a meeting --

‘gatting ready for Meet the Press, actually -- and I was going to do

this interview foy Meet the Presst's 40th birthday. And we were
talking about the -~ I'd just been to Memphis not Loe long defore,
spoken to the ministers in Memphis about this whole issue of family
breakdown, viclence and everything -~ and I Just gaid, I wish we
could do some public service announcements, I wish we could do
something that would mavbe identify whatever influence the President
has with the children and the future and try to change the psychology
that lsads us s¢ puch to this mindless, reactionary viclence. And so
we contacted the Ad Council and it all happened,

I'vae always balieved thot television had o grest power
for gond; that it should entertain, it should inform, but also =~
when society is overvhelmingly on the side of certain objectives --
it san alse instruct and be used to change people'’'s behavior, to
change thelr attitudes.

Q I noticed that it's focused on children: there's a
young girl in the PSAs. Was that a specific intention of yours -~ to
target children with regard to helping them through this problem?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. Because I think you've got to get
these kxids to lsarn to define nonvielent ways of dealing with their
problems. And you've got to get them to not only change their own:
pehavior, but begin to change the culture in which they live: and I
really wanted us to focus on kids.

Q what pushed you over the edge, if I may, on
children? I's thinking of some events last summer, but I want to
hear it from vou.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, of course you remeémber what
happenad last summer, and I've Jjust been very moved by all these kids
who have been shot in and around theiyr schools, and going to and from
school. I wasg in California and I did a town meeting, this young man
+51d nme about how he and his brother wanted to change schools because
their school was too dangerous and then hls brother was shot in front
of him, registerimg for school.

MORE



I wds just in Chicago this week at a little meeting we
had on violence as a public health problem. And I talked t¢ a woman
whose 22«year old son was kKilled by his best friend, just impulse
killing. 1 talked to ancther man who had to tell a woman that her
son had been killed by his big brother, fighting over a television
channel =~ which one they were going to watch. All these things have
just made a really deep impression on me. I Know that the problem is
riet confined to children, but I think that yvoung people watch a lot
of telavision, they'ra at an impressionable age; I think we can still
reach them. Aand they’ve got to find ways to work out their
differences, their frustyration, their anger, thelr desires, that
don't resort to viclence: and I think it is a cultural change.

I know that everybody's always using this example, but
the impact of the public campaign to get people Lo wear saatbelts, or
the impact of the public information on smoking leading o a
reduction in smoking -- I mean, I think a lot of these things ars big
cultural issues, and people really have to collectively decide to
change their behavior if we're sver going to solve these problems. I
den't think -- a government program or nmandate won't do it. ‘

Q Do you see yourself in the mainstream of that sort
of anti-drunk driving, pro-seatbelt, and this is sort of the
peginning? Thatis so big -« violence.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, but in this case -~ and thare are
othex examples, if I might be -~ good and bad on the drug issue. I
mean, the more we have these ads telling people that drugs kill vou
and are bad for you, the more kids don't use them. If we ease up &
little kit, drug use starts going up again. So I think that violence
is a big thing, I know that; but violence has some pretty concrete
manifestations to young people. I mean, most of these violent issues
that are there for them involve going te and from school or getting
in fights with people that you know: they just do.

80 if we can just at least get them to become sensitive
to that and to cooperate. We'lre trying to put a lot nore police on
the street, wefre trying to develop community policing., We have to
have willing kids, we have to have people involved. There have got
to be wave that they -~ we also need ~- one of the things wefve got
in our crime bHill ip 2 Lietlo monoy that will help schoels and other
community organizations to set up programs t¢ teach young pecple
alternative ways ¢f resolving their conflicts and dealing with their
frustrations and their angers. But flrst you've got to have a
willing heart =« people have to ke abkle to imagine that it can be
done, that it can be different; and that's what we're trying to do up
here.

Q ¥r. President, in Decembeyr, you were sort of
jawboning the entertainment industry teo clean up its act. You said
that, "television unintentionally sets what the chain reaction of
evan more impulsive bshavior and the inability to deal with
conflict.® So you were talking to the industry there. <Coulad you
elaborate on what you told them? And have you detected any
alteration or the effect of your jawboning?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, T think a number of them -- I
rhink there has been an effort amonyg a lot of the networks to reduce
the raw and indiscriminant violent content of their programming.
and, of course, they agresd, I think, last month, to have an
independent moniter of that. And I was very pleased by that,

What I hope nov is that the energies of the industry
will alsc he turned to some affirmative efforts. I know Dr. Winston,

+ne fellow that developed the seatbelt thing, he's warking on that
“sguash 1t" program.

Q That's right, how do you feel about that?

KORE



THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think it's intriguing to me. I
mean, I understand the networks may be relugtant te incorporate some
things into their scripts that they think is going to mess them up.
But I'4 like to see them rsally take it seriocusly and work through it
and see what can be done about it.

I just think that the power of example is a very
powerful thing. It's more powerful than just people preaching at
you, And when paople ses it unfeld in the drama of television, or
even 1f it doesn’t amount to anything wmore than advertising, I think
it's really weorth doing.

Q There are nine or ten bills pending in Congress
with regard to this general subject. I wonder if you have any
feelings about the legislative possibilities of amelioration here.
Is it == can it be done effectively through legislation? Is that a
way to go?

THE PRESIDENT: wWaell, I would prefer that we do it
voluntarily, that we all do it as a naticonal cause, without
legislation; just because I think if anybody could ever complain
about the unfettered freedom of expression, it would bhe a
president -- particularly after all the stuff that I've experienced
in that regard. But I still would prefer it if we could have no
legiglation and we could work to just channel the brilliance and the
creative energies and the power of the entertainment industry to try
to deal with these things. They're cultural in nature, and they -~
people need to really want to change the way they live their lives
and do their business. ‘

Q Of course, Attorney General Reno did make a
statement in that regard saying that she thought that some of these
things might be constitutionally sound. I8 there anything that you
could say about that?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, we might be able to draft a bill
that would be constitutional. I just don't know what my preferred
approach would be. And I think that I have seen some evidence that
entertainment people are taking their responsibilities quite
ggrionaly here., 1 think there hasg been an effort to reduce the
violent content of some programming. I know thera's been a
willingness to support this PSA that I did. T think the
establiskment of an independent meonitor who can now kind of keep us
in touch with ourselves.

A lot of what happened, I think -- in the entertainment
industry on television with the mindless violence and a lot of the
other things that happened that I don't think are so good -- it
wasn't just an isoclated experience; it was sort of the siow
cumulation of changing the way things happen., And I think there was
no consciousness of that. I think this idea of having a monitor who
can at least describe changing patterns and actually quantify
instances of things that might have a cumulative destructive impact
is a good beginning. I°'d just rather see it done that way than by
some law.

3 Let's take a step back for a second. Does t.v,
viclence actually inspire societal viclence in your view?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, filrst of all, the answer is, I
don't know: I don't know that anybody knows. But I can tell yeu what
I think. wWhat I think is that any given show is more a reflecticn of
what!s going on than a cause of it; but that becauge there are so
many young people today whoe spend too much time in front of
cralevisions and have too few other things to do, and beacause theirx
parants permit that to happen, or because they don't have parental
supervision, I think that the cumulative impact of it over time is to

HMORE



make pecple almost subconscisusly mere prone toward viclence and more
willing to accept it ~~ have a lower pain thresheld about it, a lower
agceptance threshold.

Q This is & kind of intuitive deduction on your part,
rather than based on some study that youive ~-—

THE PRESIDENT: 1It*s what I think. VYeah, and there have
been studies that suggest this, of course. And every time a study
comes out, I try to assimilate the findings and listen to the
arguments. But I frankly thirnk that the common senno conclusiosn is
that you can'*t say ~-- with rare exceptions -~ you couldn't say a
specific show would cause a specific conduct. TIi's the cusmulative
impact of all this programming pouring into home affer home after
home where there is too little family structure, too little organized
1ife around learning and other activities; so that it €ills a vaguum
in a way that is not constructive. I think that‘s what's going on.

Q How does your feeling akout tha vioclence and the
children dovetail with the feelings you expressed in Memphia about
what the black community is doing to itself? Is this all of a plece?

THE PRESIDENT: Absolutely. Absolutely it is. I mean,
you se¢e this -- those ministaers in Memphis, they feel often that they
are the collective dam holding back the deluge. Because too many of
thoge kids are growing up without other kinds of structure and orderxr
and guidance and direction in their lives, so that the t.v. is
basically hitting them in a chaotic atmosphere. It's almost like
whan you see these plcotures of people on space flights and they're
fleoating around, you know, they're not anchored, they're not moored.
And it makes them far more vulnerable,

Q So it's our black youth are particularly victimized
by this problem. -

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, because blacks are, in our country,
are more likely to unemployed, are more likely to live In
neighborhoods, are more likely toc be exposed Lo gun vielence and to
darger. 86 they are particularly wvulnerable to the cumulative
impacts of it because of the other problems that they face in their
lives,

But it is a problem that is alsc affecting others. To
give you another problem -- out of wedlock bkirths are growing rapidly
now among white teenagers and Hispanic teenagers. Those children, in
turn, will be more likely as they qrow up to be subiect to extended
periods without a lot of supervision. They will see more of whatever
it happens to be on television. They will be more likely to be ocut
in an environment that is somewhat more disorderly, and thereforae
they will be more vulnerable to the cumulative impact of this. All
this is =~ you can't see this televigion issue in isolatioen from
what's happening to the family, what's happening to ocur communities,
whather there 19 work, what's happening in the schools and whether
there is schooling, and whether there is parsntal supsrvision over
thesa kids. All this stuff is related.

g Speaking of parental supervision, do you have any
guidelines for your own daughter about what she ought to watch, or
what she should not? '

THE PRESIDENT: We used to when she had more free time.
But we don’'t really anymore because ‘she has 0 much homework at
night. In other words, it's not necessary. I've been impressed: she
shows great discipline. Last night, for example, I was watching the
arkansas~LSU game, and yesterday school was cancelled here, 80 she
had worked a lot -« a major portion of the day -~ hut she still had a
l1ittle more to do and she wouldn't come down and watch the game until
she had finished her work.
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The schools can help a lot; if all of our kids had more
homework, they'd have less time to do thig., I mean, my daughter,
iiterally, I just -- it is not a problem anymore because of the bulk
of her homework.

Q Dees 1t bother you that in a study that we did, the
children's cartoons were among the most violent forms of programming
on televisgion? And that seems Lo be correct.

THE ?RE%I&ENT: A lot of people are talking about that
and the video games being worss than the mainstrean programming,

Q Are you saying that cartoons are worse than  |{
naingtream programming? a

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know, we don't watch ag many. I
used to watch cartoons every Saturday morning with Chelsea and the
ones that we watched weren't so violent. But I think I would say the
same thing -~ I think it's something that they ought to leock at
because especially when you're dealing with voung kids, where the
compass may be even less firmly anchored, you don't want to
inadvertently send cut the wrong signalas. There are ways to thrill
young people, young ¢hildren with adventure, and even with danger,
without being overly vislant.

, Q That raises a questlion that I would like to ask.
Youlve said at least on three occasions that I'm aware of in the last
two years, that there ought to be -~ youfve exhorted the
entertaimment community to jein with you in writing the future or
forming a pact to improve things without compromising artistic
integrity; you always put that caveat in. In Los Angeles you went so
far as to say, you don't have to stop entertaining, titillating,
frightening, or thrilling -- which covers a whele lot of work
thereabout =-- and could still somehow face the realities that young
people live with. Now, it's always a kind of a balanced thing which,
I reckon, sort of leaves us in the middle and I dont't see any
novemnent., So I don't understand what remedies you really believe in.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I just prefer not t¢ have
legislative remedies. But you asked me if wa could have one that was
constitutional, I think we probably could. But I'm 4ust saying that
I think that these ~~ if you leook at, there have been great changas
in bkahavior sover time in our society: gsome have been bad, some have
been good. Two things that are clearly goed is smoking has declined
markedly, more pecple are wsaring seatbelts ~-- that's good. From
time to time, drug use has declined markedly. There are cities in
our country where crime has declined markedly.

So I guess what I'm telling you is, behavior can change.
I belleve that sustained efforts by people in the entertainment
industry to think about what they c¢an do in the way of public service
advertising, what they could do about program content, what they
could d¢ cutaide of all that just as role models and famous people

- would make & difference. And I was impressed, like I sald, I think.

the appointment of the monitor is a good thing. I believe thers will
be a fall-off in windless vieclence in netwoyk programming. The
question is,; now what affirmative action shoulq we take beyond this?

I don't know, mavbe the White House will have to
organize and direct that strateyy, maybe, Lo get more real
involverent community in an affirmative way. We'll have to organize
it out of here and effect it -~ I haven't given much thought to that.
But I do think that they can make a huge differ&nae.y

9 From where you sit, it sounds like you're willing
to go a lot less far than Attorney General Reno was when she made her
cemments in the fall in front of the Hollings committee, is that
right?
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THE PRESIDENT: Well, I thought what she said was that
it was a terrible problem and they ought to do their part; she would
prefer not to have legislation, but she didn't think all legislatien
would be unconastitutional. I agree with that., But I don't dstect
any marked sagerness on her part to have a legislation in this regard
because I think she believes there will be 2 response,

Q The FCC Chairman, Reed Hunt*, said something
conparakle: and that's it -- that if the entertainment industry
doesn't clean up itself, that he thinks the FOC would, in fact, taks
SOme zation. Did you give him any specific marching orders on that
point?

THE PRESIDENT: Neo, didn't even know he said it.
{Laughtar.} It{'s a big government, I can‘t keep up with what thay
all say.

Q The creative community frequently sort of ¢lothes
itself in the First Amendment when called upon to reduce media
viclence. They say, well, it's an infringement on our rights. But
what about the rights of viawars -= children, specifically? Do the
First Amendment rights of the creators of programming take precedancs
ager the rights of citizenry, specifically children, with regard to
viclence?

THEE PRESIDENT: Of course, the problem with that 1is that
the children's rights -~ we've always pernmitted greater restrictions
. on what children were exposed t¢; we've always had special rules for
children in our society, and I think we still should.

The problem is that the t.v., is in the home, and the
presunption is that the parents should be the intermediary betwaen
tha televiasion and the c¢hildren. Basically, the parentg.ought not to
let the television rajse the kids. And I say this -- I don't watech a
Lot of ©.V., but I'm an ardent channel surfer, I love to sit there =-
and I learn & lot about America surfing the channsels, a lot. I lesrn
a lot about people who are different from me and lives that are
different from nine and attitudes that are different from mine. I
think teleavision gan be an enormously positive force. But I think
that the ~= let’'s face it, I mean, one blg prodblism here is thal loo
many kids have unrestricted access te the television, undlsciplined
by thelr parents and uncccupied by other competing considerations
that would be either more interesting or nmore immediate, like
homewark., I mean, that's «- I think that is a huge proklen.

Of course, & lot of it is unavoidable. You have all of
thase working parents, a lot of these parents are single parentsg --
they have to work, thelxr kids are going to be home. 8¢ maybe there
are some -- 1 know there is some discussion even of a technological
fix, where there ought to be soma chip where the parents could rule
sut some programs or rule out some networks.

Q How does that appeal to you as a parsnt?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think that -- I don't understand
all the technology and the details;: a lot of times in a deal like
#his, the devil's inm the details. But, in general, for a parent that
has to be out working, that has certain problems -~ philosophically,
T dont‘t have a problem with that; because that's a matter of a parent
controlling the access to programming in the home and I think that's
ckay.

g Senator Hollings also -~ that's Congressman Harkey
-= Benator Hollings has a notion that there sheuld be kind of a safe
narbor where viglent programming would be in periods of the day when
children would not be expected to be watching in large numbers. Does
that idea appeal to you at all?

MORE



THE PRESIDENT: Yeahk, of course, to some extenit, the
media does that anyway in other ways. The networks organize their
programming on certain nights and at certain times of the night based
on what audiences they're trying to target. I guess the problem
would be is if you think the target audience that would be large is
the kids and the people that shouldn't watch it. I think there's
something to be said for that. Again, I don't know -= I can't
imagine how you would lsgislate that, but I think it's something that
cught to be considered by the netwerks ~- when people are expoged to
certain things.

It's just like me -- I mean, you take the person my age,
my life is reasonably well-formed and cccupiled with other things.
And whatever I see on television, because I'm likely to be not only
occupied, but preoccupied, is likely to have a far smaller impact on
me than someone whose life is not formed and not busy with other
things and, you know, not whars the imagination is not even driven by
other things. I just think that there's something to be sald for
allocating these programs €0 a time when people will be mors likely -
to be entertained and less likely to be destructively influenced by
them. I think that's okay.

Q Ag far as tha creative community is concerned and
what 1t can do, have you discussed this with Linda and Harry
Bloedworth~Thomason at all?

THE PRESIDENT: Yeah, we've talked about it a little
kit. aAnd when I was out in Hollywood, you Know, at that fundraiser,
that'!'s what I taliked about. But, as I said, I haven't -~ to be fair
to them before I criticize them -« if it's my responsibility to
organize a respoense from them, that's something I haven't done yet:
but, I do think it's really worth thinking., What I found out ==
there was a whole bunch of really glfted people who would like to
make a contribution to resolving a lot of these problems -- the
viclence problam, the teen pregnancy proeblem, kids without enough to
do problem, and all these things are reslated. My hunch is that we
could get maior, major impact out of the entertainment community
toward dealing with these problems 1f 1t ware properly organized and
focused completely voluntarily.

1 mean, this country basically holds together bacause
most of the time most people want to do the right thing., I don't
think anybody -- I won't say anybody =~ mesat people who put all these
violent programs together did it because they thought it would be
popular, would be well received, pecople wanted Lo watch it. And I'n
sure they never thought that they would ke promoting the kind of
anti~soclal bshavior they were depicting. For a lot of us, we had
the reverse impact «- we see this kind of stuff and we say, God, I
would never do anything like that, I don't want to bhe that, that's
not the kind of person I am. This stuff only has that kind of
impact, I am convinced, on people who don't have enough othar things,
ingluding structure and direction, in their lives. And when they are
just weighted down by it, it has an almost numbing desensitizing
effect. When vou just plie hours and hours and hours a day on it for
years, then I think it has an impact.

Q Yas, and of course, the kids in the inner cities,
who have fewer recreational opportunities and whose parents are not
at home, do exactly what you say. That is, they watc¢h television in
vastly greater quantity than the population at large.

THE PRESIDENT: And this is not just the entertainment
community's fault., Why don't they have racreational opportunities?
Why shouldn't that be a responsibility of the public? Wwhy shouldn’t
people in inner cities or in powr rural areas, for that matter, have
access to parks and basketball and baseball and all those things.
This is not ~- we don't want to take a completely negative attitude
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toward this. I mean, a lot of this stuf#, after all, is the natural
develepment of human nature given a certain set of circumstances.
And if these kids had more other things to do, who Xnows how
different their lives would be?

Q They certainly wouldn't watch television as much.

THE PRESIDENT: HNe¢. But, I mean, I think that's
something we need to think about. Not only just toning down t.v.,
ratcheting up alternative forms of recreation., You know, it's
amazing what things schools have had to abandon in big c¢ities because
of their budgetary problems. Jesse Jacksoh was in the here other
day, we wers talking about this very issue. And he said -~ and we
ware talking about the rise of African American baseball players
coping from the Caribbean, for example, or Central America, and how
at the same time, baseball is a dying art in a lIot of our inner
¢ities becauvse there were no more gloves, no more balls, no more
rats, not more coaches, no more uniforms, no more lgagues, no more
places to play. And the place that gave a lot of our immigrane kids
a shot teo make it through baseball ~- how it wasn't even there. I
just think that -- I can't tell you how important I think that is.

And we talked about this a lot in connection with the
crime Rill. You have got to give children something to say yes to.
You can't put them alone in an apartment, nobody there, nothing to
do, no money to go do anything else, no activities down at a local
YMCA ©or a local beys or giris ¢lub, or a local school athletic event
and say, now, don’t turn on tha television and see all these violent
crimes and be influenced by it ~- git there and stare at the wall;
and without homework to be done and somebody to help with it and all
that. There are just no alternatives. That is the reality. The
fundamental reality, I am convinced, is not this or that or the other
particular program -- it is the accumulated inpact of this. So that
there is a synaergy there that c¢an be very destructive, but it's pnot
fair to put it all on this or that program.

Mr. President, a slightly other topic -« you're in
the middle or heginning of a health care reform battle, depending on
how we look at it. 2and it has become, in the last few months, a
pattle of the airwaves. If you take yesterday's polls seriously, you
are loging that kattle. :

THE PRESIDENT: Because I don't have any. ¥e haven't
been on the airwaves, we don't have any nmonay.

¢ Are you going to get on?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, ~~ there's ne way ~-- the President
doesn't have a $20 or $30 million budget. These people have nade it
clear they'll spend $100 $150 million, whatever, to keep the system
the way it is -~ which iz the most expensive, least efficient sysaten
in the world and the only advanced country in the world that doesn't
give everyvbedy health care security -~ and, basically, with a lot of
misinformation. Thare should be some ads actially starting today by
gsome groups that are allied with us pointing out what's in it,

I¢ you notice what the poll showed, though, it shows you
the destructive power of advertising. The support for my plan peaked
last year at the State of the Union and this year at the 3tate of the
Union and in the middle when I gave my speech to Congress. Those are
the three peaks in the asupport for health care. The support for the
elements that are, in fact, in my health care plan hasn't changed a
whit. You know, 70 percent of the people balieve that everybody
ought to ba able to get health insurance through their place of work,
the employer and the employee osught to contribute. So, that's
something the organized interest groups are fighting against. Over
70 percent of the paople believe we ought to have raforms in the
health insurance marketis,
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So the things that the interest groups don't want, that
are animating all this advertisement, there's still overwhelming
public support for. The plan goes down in Support because thay fill
the airwaves with all this stuff characterizing the plan in ways that
make pecple think, oh, I'm going to lose choice in my doctor, or the
guality of health care will go down, or something else that has
nothing to do with the plan.

That's the mest interesting thing. So the plan =~ the
suppert for my pian goes up and down, depending on whether people
know what's in {t, And the less they know about what®s in it and the
more they are misinformed, the more the support goes down,

But there is no way in the world I can match and pay for
advertising time. I think they've already spent $30 million on the
airwaves. :

Q Is television almost an enemy at this juncture?
Television was your ally during the campaign, now you're in office ~-
is it possible to govern in an electronic age with complex issues on
the tahle?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, let me just say this, it's hard to
govern in an electronic age 1f you're in and the guys that are cut
have more money than you do to advertise. That's the only problem.

I mean, because what's happening is the crganized interest groups now
will go to Congress and they'll see: now don't require employers and
emplovaes whe dontt have health insurance to buy their health care
becauge look at the suppori for the President's plan is going down;
don‘t get tough on the insurance industry and stop them from charging
the old more than ths young, or stop them from kicking people off if
somebody in their family has besn sick. But the truth is that the
support for that i still overwhelning and hasn't changed. It i{s the
characterization of the plan which we don't have the money to answver
which drives the support down.

But what I think iz that the Congress knows that and
we'll still get a decent health care plan sut of this, B8ut it
changes everything. For example, wa'd be lynched around here if the
Congress appropriasted $50 million for me to buy teleavision ads with
taxpaver money to take up for my health care plan. On the other
hand, we have no protection {f that happens against ug. And yet, the
health care system can't be reformed 1f I had to please Interests
that would give me as much meney to reform it as these that are
attacking us.

But I can't whine about that; thatt's Just part of the
way wa live. But it's a real challenge in government, though, to get
fundamental change in this kind of envirenment.

Q Last guestion. Does television not only drive but
distort foreign policy decisions? You know that that argument is
shout -~ Somalia, Bosnia? ’

THE PRESIDENT: The answer is, to some extent, yves on
both. It also tells people about the world in ways they wouldn't
know about 1t and that's good. But if you look at -- if you take
Somalia, for axample, there was a lot of television in Somalia, and
none in Sudan, none in Burundi, none in Angola ~~ where arguably the
numan loss was just as great,

Q Does is tie your hands, in fact, some days?
THE PRESIDENT: Well, it could. And alsc —-- but policy
nakers have to remember that when it come to forelgn policy, i1t's a

double edged sword. That is, television will get you into Somalia
and get you out of it, arguably. People will say this is a terribls
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thing in Bosnia, and then say it's even more terrible if you go in
and the Americans suffer losses., 8o I tried to get the best of it.
That is, having CHNN at points of conflict and all that, but we can't
iet that dominate our foreign policy. #We can't make declsions based
en it, because we have to know that while the Anerican people nay
have their awareness hejghtened of certain things at certain times,
wé still have to proceed very deliberately based on what our
fundamental interests are as well as what our humanitarian concerns
are, and what our resources are; what our abkility to achieve scur
chjects are. So, it's not a sound bhasis for making forsign policy ~=
Wwinat happens to be gripping the news at night.

Q Is global 1V your primary scurce of information
ahout the world? Does it compete favorably with your nmorning
intelligence briefing? Do you get as much ¢f the screen as you get
from all other sources combined?

THE PRESIDENT: I wouldn't say as much as all other
sources combined, because I net only get a morning intelligencs
briefing and a lot of newmos during the day, but I also read articles
and talkx to people. So I spend so much time on foreign policy I
wouldn't, but most Americans do. Most Americans get much more now
from gleobal television than they get from anything else. aAnd on
palance, it is a plus because they know more about the rest of the
world, and that's good because it made 1t possible for us, for
axanple, to pass NAFPTA; say that we can't run away from the world, we
hava to compete and win, we've got to be invelved in it. And again,
I say, this is a plus that ig the flipside of the minus on the
viclent programming. _

I think if you do what most Americans 4o and you watch
the evening news every night, and than you maybe see CNN a little
during the day or whatever, the accumulated impact of it iz not
necessarily to have you have an opinion on any specific issus, but at
least to know down deep in your bones that we are part of the world
now, we cannot withdrawal from it, we must be engaged in it. And
that's a very, very important insight. 8o there's a case whevre the
accumulated impact, I think, has been a very positive one for
Amarica.

2 Thank you, Mr, Preogident,
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