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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHMINGTON

February 25, 2000

The Honorable Arlen Specter
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Specter:

- Tam writing to update the Commitiee on the status of the FY 2000 Youth Viclence
Prevention Initiative (“Initiative™} outlined in the Senate Committee report
accompanying 8. 1650, Autached vou will find a report on our efforts, It begins
with a brief overview of the status of the White House Council an Youth Violence,
which is responsible for coordinating youth violence prevention programs across
the federal government, including the various components of the Initiative. Thisis
followed by an update of each of the funded activities ;}z*e:&ezzz’ed ins the order they
are listed in the Senate appropriations bill,

As you know, the programs included in the Initiative represent just a portion of the
federal government’s overall efforts to prevent and reduce youth violence across the
Nation. In FY 2000, the federal government will invest over $8 billion across nine
agencies in programs that address youth violence or otherwise promote heaithy
youth development. Programs encompass a diverse range of prevention strategies,
such as the hiring of community police officers to patrol schools (Department of
Justice), assistance from the Bureau of Aleohol, Tobacco and Firearms to help cities
crack down on those supplying guns to youth (Department of the Treasury), and
support for model media literacy programs to help prevent violent behavior
(Department of Education and National Endowment for the Ans).

I hope this information will be useful to you and the Committee and I look forward
to working with you on this tssue of vital importance.

mcerely,

Bmce N. Reed
Assistant to Ihe.Premdcnt for
Domestic Policy



Update on FY 2000 Youth Viclence

Prevention Initiative

February 2000

The White House Conncil on Yputlﬁ Vielence

The mission of the White House Counci! on Youth Violence, established by the President in an
executive memaoramdum on October 15, 1999, 15 to develop a mors effective policy and

_programmatic coordination strategy across Federal agencies on youth violence issues, The

Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy chairs the Council. The Office of the Vice
President and the Office of Management and Budget are regular participants. The Secretary of
the Treasury, the Attorney General, the Secretary of Health and Human Services, the Secretary
of Education, and the Secretary of Labor are regular program members ofthe Council. The first
Council meeting took place on February 24, 2000, and generated 2 fruttful discussion,

The Council’s duties include: developing a citizen's information hub; producing reports on
youth violence; expanding the Safe SchoolsHealthy Students model of collgboration; providing
tools for parents to deal with the 1ssue; coordinating the Federal rescarch agenda; and developing
further policy responses. $325,000 for the Council’s operations was provided by the President to
the Office of Policy Development from the Executive Office of the President’s Unanticipated
Needs FY 2000 appropriation, '

Sonia Chessen from the Depariment of Health and Human Services has been named as the
Director of the Council. Ms, Chessen has spent her career working on youth development and
violence prevention issues, both in government and in the non-profit sector. Over the last year,
she has been serving on the interagency management team for the Safe School/Health Stadents |
Initiative, as well as working with the various Departments in an effort to coordinate the research
agendas in the area of youth violence, In her new capacity, Ms. Chessen will continue to -
facilitate the coordxrzaizon of policy, program and research endeavors within and across the
Departments.

E Additional staff for the council inglude RADM Susan Blumenthal, who will serve a Senior

Public Health Advisor to the Council. RADM Blumenthal is a national expert in womaen’s health
and mental illness. She has directed national research programs at the NIH as the Head of the
Suicide Research Unit. In this position, she developed and coordinated research and education
initiatives on suicide, viclence, mood disorders and behavioral medicine.

Marie Burke will serve as the Council’s Deputy Director, Ms Burke is an agency representative
from the Department of Justice where she has heen an staff attorney working on issues such as
alcohol abuse in Indian country, gun viclence and underage drinking. Ms. Burke brings to the
Councit & strong background i youth viclence, Prior to her work at the Justice Department, she
served as Director of the Vielence Prevention ?mgrams at the Harvard School of Public Health,

*
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Department of Health and Human Services (HAS)

Office of the United States Surgeon General

The Office of the Surgson General received $476,000 to produce a Report on Youth Violence.
Work on the Surgeon General’s Report is progressing. The office has commitments from the
Certers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the National Institute of Mental Health
(NIMH), and the Substance Abuse and Meatal Health Services Administration (SAMHSA} a8
co-lead agencies, and has identified both a scientific editor and 2 managing editor. Members of
the Surgeon General's staff have aitended the first meeting of the American Medical
Association-American Nurses Association-American Psychiatric Association Youth Violence
Commigsion and have begun joint planning for the community meetings that will oceur this
spring. The Report is slated for completion by the end of 2000.

The Cemers for Disease Corirol dnd Prevention

In FY 2000, CDC received $11.6 million to fund National Centers of E:‘xcellenca on Youth
Violence Pravention and the National Youth Violence Prevention Resource Center. The Centers
of Excellence will serve as national models for the prevention of youth violence., These Centers
will support the development and use of effective interventions, promote interdisciplinary
research, foster collaboration between researchers and communities, and empower communities.
The Resource Center will provide a single point of access for information about youth violence,
including intervention strategies, that will be available on a toll-free number 1n English and
Spanish, on the Internet, and be linked 1o private resources. These new activities will
complement ongoing evaluations of programs for high risk and middle school youth as well as
an ongoing Suicide Research Center and an evaluation of &zzczée prevention among high school
students.

" Narional Institutes of Health

National Institute on Mental Health (NIME} research findings are changing the ways Americans
will look at violence and have to treat and possibly prevent it. Research points to the importance
of a ourturing social environment in childhood, good early education and success in academic
areas and & has been learned that the influence of peers, whether positive or negative, is of
critical impurtance. In the coming years, NIMH expects to encourage a new generation of
studies that vill attend, particularly, to the relationships between mental disorders and violence,
inchuding suicide. This will include a focus on anxiety disorders, depression, or suicidal
ideation, which oflen co-occur with behavior problems, as well as research on conduct problems
and problems of inattention, impulsivity, and hyperactivity in youth,

WIMH is coordinating research involving dissemination of prevention and early intervention
strategies CDC and other Federal agencies, including the Departments of Education and Justice.
The Institute currently has 8 number of new research announcements in the field and others
under development. For example, NIMH has joined with several other NIH Institutes and
Centers to sp&nsar new announcements relevant to youth behavior problems: Research on the
Development of Interventions for Youth Viclence, QD-00-005,



Substance Abuse and Mental Health Service Administration - Center for Mental Health Services

Safe Schools/Healthy Students Initiative

In 1999, SAMHSA jointly funded 54 Safe Schools/Healthy Students (8§5/HS} grants with
Department of Education (Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Communities) and the Department of
Justice, {Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention). In 1999, SAMMSA contributed
$23.5 million to the SS/HS Initiative and this year will use FY 2000 dollars to continue to fund
the grants made in FY 1993, Additional funding from FY 2000 will be used to fund 23 new
grants, As a significant number of high quality applications from FY 1999 remain unfunded-—
only 54 of the 443 applications received were Rinded--the new grants will be selected from the
original slate of applications. A new grant competition will not be run m FY 2000, Itis
anticipated that the new grants will be made in March 2000,

School Action Grants -

Five million dollars of the 199% appropriation was uséd to fund 48 School Action Grants
(SAGs). These grants were awarded to communities to establish coalitions among education,
mental health, and the criminal justice systems in the area of youth violence prevention and to
pilot an evidence-based practice for violence prevention. It is anticipated that an additional 2328
awards will be made with 2000 funds, with expanded focus on minority populations and suicide
prevention.

Fvelduation and Technical Assisiomce

In 1999, $1.5 million was dedicated to the National Evaluation Program and $2.8 million to the
Safe Schools/Healthy Students Action Center. The evaluation program provides program
evaluation and evaluation consultation to assess both process and program effectiveness of the
SS/HS grant programs. The Action Center provides consuitation and technical assistance to -
SS/HS and SAG grantees as well as to unsuccessful applicants. Additional resources from the
2000 funding will be added to existing technical assistance and evaluation efforts to address
these needs in additional grantees. .

National Public Awareness Campaign

Twis million dollars in FY 1999 sa;}pomd social marketing and public awareness to ensure that
$5/5H and SAG programs are sustained in their communities and that information about
viglence prevention is successfully disseminated 1o target audiences. This work will continue in
2000,

Violence Prevention at the Comnumity Level

These grants would be used to develop partnerships with local mental health systems. The local
systems would choose from a menu of options including the facilitation of partaerships between
Education and Justice authorities at the State level similar 1o S8/HS, creating and implementing a
prevention systems orientation, enhancing linkages of Local Mental Health Authorities to Local
Educational Agencies and others, ’

Parenting Initiative
In partnership with SAMHSA’s Center for Substance Abuse Prevention {CSAP) CMHS will
support grants for the development of parenting skills to prevent violence. Funds would be used



to link existing S5/HS grants that have 2 special interest in this area. These funds would allow
for both expanded programming and additional evaluation.

Suicide Prevention Initiative :

CMHS will develop a Nationa! Strategy to Provent Suicide, Additional monies are intended to
be used to more closely address the problem of youth suicide and link to the School Action Grant
program to support evidence-based suicide prevention programs.

Depariment of Education (E1¥)
Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Communities ~ Safe SchoolsiHealth Students Inidative: -

The FY 2000 appropriation provided $111 million for the Safe and Drug Free Schools and
Communities (SDFSC). This is an increase of $21 million over the FY 1999 appropriation. $82
million of these funds will be used for the Safe Schools/Healthy Students Initiative (S5/HS),

" These funds will be combined with funds from the Department of Justice (OFJDP Title V) and
Department of Heaith and Human Services (SAMHSA/Knowledge Development and
Application), as described above under SAMHSA- CMHS, to form one coherent funding source
for Local Educational agencies (LEAs).  Approximately $60 million of ED)'s contribution 16 the
SS/HS Initiative will be used to comtinue the 54 grants made in FY 1999, The remaining 320
million will be coupled with funds from SAMHSA to fund approximately 23 new grants.

Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Communities Coordinator Initiative and Other National
Programs:

In FY 2000, $50 million was appm;mated for tha SDFSC Middlé School Drug Prevention and
School Safety Program Coordinators, an increase of $15 million over the FY 198% appropriation.
Approximately, 343 million of the appropriation will be used to fund new grants; the remaining
furds will support continuation awards for grantees that received only one year of funding.
Approximately 100 new grants will be awarded. The Department expects to make the new grant
awards by the end of June 2000, The remaining National Program fundg--approximately $3¢
million—wil] be used for: a competitive program to examine the most effective strategies for
preventing youth from being suspended or expelied, and for providing them with educaticnal
services if they are put out of school; for violence, alcohol, and drug prevention activities in the
higher education ares; and for a series of inter-agency efforts designed to address areas such as
conflict resolution, gang prevention, and truansy,

Elementary School Counseling Program:

The Elementary School Counseling Program received 32{} million from the funds prevxde{i for
the Fund for the Improvement of Education, EIJ is in the process of developing guidelings for
this program. We anticipate making awards by the end of July 2000,

28 Century Comsunity Learning Centers:

$453 million was appropriated for the 21* Century Community Learning Centers program. ED
also estimates that the funds will support approximately 590 new awards, bringing the total
number of awards to 1,030, ED estimates that the funds will provide for some 3,900 centers,
2,360 more than in FY 1989, Applications for FY 2000 funds are due March 20. ED plans to
make awards by the end of May,



Violence Prevention Demonstration Program in Civic Education;

The FY 2000 appropriation for the Civic Education program i1s $9.85 million, of which $1.5
millian is to be used to conduct a violence prevention demonstration program, ED expects to
receive an application by March 15, 2000, and t¢ miske an award by April 30, 2000, to the Center
for Civic Education to continue the viclence prevention demonstration program begun in FY
1999, The demonstration program is hezzzg conducted in six urban and one suburban school
districts in five States.

Character Education:

ED plans to use $7.3 millioo of‘zhe funds provided for the Fund for the Improvement of
Education (FIE) to continue the Character Education Program. Of this amount, approximately
£2 milbion will be utilized for new grant awards and 85 million will support continuation awards.
ED anticipates making 10 awards and 21 continvation awards in FY 2000, The application
deadline for new grazzt awards was February 11, 2000, Awards will be made by the end of April,

Incarcerated Youth Qffenders Program: :

Of the $19 million appropriated for the State Grants for Incarcerated Youth Offenders program,
$5 million was earmarked in appropriations language to continue the Literacy for Prisoners
Program zs authorized, previcusly, under the Aduit Education Act. The remaining 314 million is
for State Grants for Incarcerated Youth Offenders. While Youth Offenders is a State formula
grant program, not all States apply for the funds. In FY 1999, 40 Swates applied for and received
funding. ED is currently in the process of making the FY 2000 swards. We estimate the number
of grants will be about 40, The program serves about 6,700 youth offenders. Literacy for
Prisoners is a forward-funded discretionary grant program. I[n FY 1999, 13 projects received
funding, and they will receive continuation grants in fall 2000 with the funds appropriated for FY
2000, No new competition is planned for FY 2000,

inexpensive Book Distribution:

The Department will award $20 million under its contract with Reading is Fundamental, Inc.
{(RIF) to provide, through local aid to local nonprofit groups and volunteer organizations, reading
motivation activities. Federal funds provide up to 75 percent of the casts of books, with the
remainder obtained from private and local sources.

Parental Information and Resource {l‘enmrs

The Department currently plans 1o use the additional $3 million for the Parent Information
Centers to supplement the activities of the Centers in providing information and activities to help
parents in identifying and preventing violent behavioral tendencies in their children, The
Department plans 1o make one or more awards in September.

State Agency Neg!eéred and Delinguent Program: ‘
Funding for this program has been mcreased for FY 2000. The increase will be distributed by
formuia,

e



Teacher Quality Enkuancement Grants Pragrom . .,

The Committee recommended that 380 million be appropriated t‘or the Teacher Quality
Enhancement Grants Program. The committee also recommend that, of the total appropriation,
336 million be used for the teacher training partnership grants. From this amount, the
Committee recommended that awards be made to support teacher partnerships grant activities as
part of the Youth Viclence Prevention Initiative. ED is inthe process of incorporating this
guideline in the FY 2000 award application fior the program. The application forms are expected
to be sent out by the ezzci of March 2000

L]

Department of Laber {DOL)

Youth Offenders |

In FY 2000, $15 million was appropriated (reduced to $13.9 million after the across the board
budget cut) to continue and expand the Youth Offenders projects initiated by the Department in
1998. Currently, there are 14 Youth Offenders projects providing aducation, job training and job
placement services to youth age 14 t0 21 who are atrisk or who have been involved with the
juvenile justice systemn. DOL will use the FY 2000 funds to strengthen linkages in the target
communities between the workforce development system, juvenile courts and the parole system,
schools and health services. DOL has worked closely with DOJ (Office of Juveaile Justice and
Delinguency Prevention) to design and implement the Youth Cffender initiative. ©
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March 21, 2000

. R S
The President
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20003

Dear Mr, Presidents

Thank you for your lefter of ycstcr:isiy regarding the youth violence bill. The letter,
together with 3 similar letter sext to me by Minonity Leader Qephardt and other House Democrats
earlier this month, leaves me somewhat dismayed.

It has been my impression that you agree with me that the problem of youth viclence
presents a complicated set of issues requiring a comprehensive response. There also has been an
understanding that much of what i3 contained in the Senate-passed and House-passed youth
violence bills provides a prudent and overdue solution. Yet, you continue w hold that solution
hostage to controversial gun control legislation. In particular, you insist that a certain gun contro}
provision pertaining to gun shows, which has failed to eam 8 majority of votes in the Senate or
the House, be included in the youth violence bill. In my view, remaving gon controlrelated
issues from the package may well enable us to overcome partisanship and pass a bill that
contains meaningful responses to the problem of youth violence.

The HFouse and Senate-passed youth vielence bills recognize that a variety of factors
underlie this pational tragedy, including disintegrating nuclear families, child abuse and negleat,
drug and alechol abuse, a lack of constructive values, a revelving-door juvenile justice sysisin,
snd pervasive media violence. The bills offer a comprehensive approach that targets all of these
factors. To understand why such an approach is vital, one need only examine the life of the 6~
year-old boy who killed Kayla Rolland. This boy, whose father is in jail and whose mother was
homeless at the time of the shooting, was cursed to live in what has been deseribed as a
“crackhouse,” with drugs and stolen weapons readily available. One can only wonder what harm
that environment caused to his mind and soul. Sadly, it appears that this and other sionilar
tragedics are gimply symploms of the breakdown of our families and cvlture, Thirty years ago,
when there was better parenting and fewer gun control laws, there were far fewer children killing
people. Few would dispute that the best solution to America’s juvenile srime problem can be
found in our homes and churches, Congress should do all it can 1o assist parents and families
rather than continuing to undetmine their efforts to raise their children.
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We also roust not downplay the roie played by the roedia in youth viclence, Research

- shows that media violence constitutes a significant part of the problem. With respect to
television violence alone, a report by a University of Washington epidemiologist expressed this
startling finding: “[If], bypothetically, television technology had never been developed, there
would be 10,000 fewer homicides each year in the United States, 70,000 fewer rapes, and
700,000 fewer injurious sssaults. Violent crime would be half what it is.” Brandon S.
Centerwall, Ovr Cultural Perplexities P' Television and Violent Crime, The Public Interest,
March 22, 1993, pp. 56-77.

The problam of youth viclence demands a comprehensive response, and both the Senate
and the House bills offer just that, They include provisions that would, among other things: (1)
" establish an antitrust exemption so that the ententainment industry could develop, implement, and
‘enforce voluntary programming guidelines for shislding children from harmdful scenes of
violence; (2) provide 325 million to fund a Z-year natiopal media campaign against youth
violenze; (3) restrict fhe eptertninment industry’s use of Federal propetly, equipment, and
personne! if that use would glorify or endorse violence; (4) require Internet service providers to
offer filtering technology that parents can use to shield their children from harmful on-line
content; (5} establish 4 National Youth Violence Conurission to conduct a comprehensive stady
to determine the root causes of youth violence; (6) provide more than $300 million for prevention
programs far at-risk youth; (7) provide a $450 million Juvenile Accountability Incentive Block
Grant that states can use to implement graduated sentencing sanctions for juvenile offenders,
build juvenile detention facilities, test and treat juvenile offenders for drag use, and require
juvenile offenders to complete school or vocational training; (8) provide $75 million to help
states upgrade juvenile records and provide school officials access to such records in approprhate
circumstances; {9) provide legal immunity for teachers who take reasonable sctions to maintain
clagsroom discipline; and (10} allow Federal education funds to be used for drug testing and
locker inspections at schools.

The bill also containg provisions simed at finding and pupishing criminals who dse
firearms. Our proposal, called Project CUFE, i3 a proven program that the Bush Administration
used with sucdess and that a United States Aftorney, several cities, and the State of Virginia
shrreptly employ o put hardened criminals who use firearms behind bars. The answer is not
simply more legislation; you and yowr Administration roust take responsibility and enforce the
extensive laws already on the books.

As you know, your Administration’s efforts to find and prosecute firearms violations
have been woefully inadequate. Thus, instead of pushing a gun control agenda that simply will
nat pass in the House of Representatives, your Administration should redouble its efforts to
prosecute firearms offenses, News reports suggest that recent killings could have been prevented
had the killers been prosecuted earlier for firearms offenses that were brought to the aftention of
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Federal authodties. These fallures are not isolated instances. According to Attorney General

Janet Reno, more than $00,000 felons and other prohibited purchasers have been prevented from
buying firearms since the instant check system was enacted. Yet, from 1996-1999, only about
200 of these individuals were referred for Federal prosecution for violating 18US.C. §
922(a)(6). I find this unacceptable. Unless these individuals are arrested and prosecuted when
they illegally sttempt o purchase frearms, they ultimately will obtain a firearm from criminal
sources, perhaps with dire consequences.

Unfortunately, your letter lends eredence to the view of some that the Admunistration and
Congressional Democrats are holding the youth violence bill hostage over the gun control
provisions to create an election-year issue. The so-called Lautenberg gun show proposal, in
addition 1o lacking political support, suffers from 2 substantive flaw, If enacted the proposal
would eliminate gun shows, which are legitimate venues for firearys transactions and arz,,
particularly important for rural Americans, many of whom live a significant distance froma 8
firearms store. If Congress were to eliminate gun shows, private, lawful fitearms transactions
would still oreur, but in 8 context where background checks would be nearly impossible. Twge
you to recongider your proposal, which, if adopied, would have the perverse ¢ffect of foreclosing
a viable forum for conscientious, private fircarms sellers to conduct background checks on
purchasers. The alternative offered by Democratic Congressman John Dingell would preserve
gun shows and still require all purchasers of firearms at such shows to undergo such checks. In
this way, we can achieve our common gosl: keeping frearms out of the hands of criminals.

After failing to convince Congress to accept your entire gun control agenda and
neglecting the Administration’s obfigation to enforce existing fircarms laws, the Administration
has tarned (o e judicial system to advance fis agenda. Let us ses the Smith and Wesson
agreement for what it really is: the directors and officers of a British-owned company, facing
potential finanzial min from politically driven lawsuits throughout the United States, have put the
financial interests of their sharcholders ahead of the Second Amendment rights of American,
citizens. Perhaps that is their duty, Our Siduciary duty as public officers, as you know, is quite
different. As public officials we must embrace z solemn obligation: upholding the Constitution
of the United States. And each of the rights, including the enumerated rights in the Second
Amendment, enshnined in our founding charter-not just those that are politically
fashionable—warrant our diligent care and protection lest they be sacrificed to partisan
gxpediency.

In closing, let me, toa, be clear: I will not endorse legislation that fails fo deliver a
comprehensive response to the problem of youth viclence, overlooks the Administration’s poor
firearms prosecution record, or includes provisions that dirinish the Constitutional rights of law-
abiding Americans. [ urge you fo work with me 1o pass a youth violence bill that sstisfies these
criteria. Americans are deeply concerned, and they are looking to their elected leaders not for
ideological brinkmanship, but for effective, respongible solutions. The lone obstacle blocking
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significant reformn of our juveniic justice system and practical measures 10 reduce violence is the

. insistence on iil-advised gun contro] provisions that lack the supporn of many in your own party

and have no chance of heing passed in the House of Representatives. 1 encourage youto
reconsider your position,

Chairman

OGH
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-ﬁaar %x, Chairman

Sln&& l&&t aummmr; 1 have xepaatedly nxgad the Congvasa ta f;nzgh 125
‘work on Hduvenile crime Jegislation and pass a -balanced, bigartzaan Bill
Jwith strong sun measures to keep guns out of ‘the hands of children and

criminals.  HKowever, 'I am troubled by your recent comments ‘that you, are
cmngid&ring stripping the Senate-passed commonsense gun provisiens. out
of  the final conference report. Legislation intended to -addresa the
problewm of youth violence azmply cannot ignore the most devastatzng
pxobl@m famlng oux youth Ut v;aZenCe.

Let me be clear: I will not .eign juvenile crime 1egzslatzon thaﬁ fails
to move forward in our efforts to make guns. safex‘ and to k&a? them out
of - the hanﬁs of chmldran and crzm;nals. A

Lasc ‘gunmer, the Senate pagsed reasanable gup ‘provigions thar would |
‘ Hhalp do just this, by closing the gun show loophole, requiring child
[ safety locke for handguns,. barring violent:juveniles from owning gnxg

as adulte, and banning the impextation’ of large capacity ammunition .

alipg.  ThHape measures’ can help save . 1ives and should be enaated
‘-withmut fuxthar delay I S R

o Last we@k my Admlnistration, joinad by many Glti&$ and atacegg xeagh@dv
a landmaxk agreement with Smith and Wesson undexr which the céompany will -
change the way it designg, distributes,.and markets its products. That '
pact -~ which includes important prav1sxons on gun shows, child saiety

- docks, ‘and largs-ammunition clips ---. is proof that when reasonable

‘rpempza chovse .to sit down .and negotiate,. they ‘can flné COTMON graund :

u";’&n& pgﬁtact the publmc ;nterest. I hope Congrass can’ now ‘build o . rhat; :
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BEADLINE: Clinton invites Hill loaders to discuss gun legislation
BYLINE: LANCE GAY |
DATELINE: WASHINGTON

BODY:

Republican leuders floated a com;:mmisﬁ Thursday aimed at breaking an eight-month deadlock over 2
gun bill after President Clinton called negotiators to the White House to discuss federal gun laws next
woeek.

House Judiciary Comunitiee Chairman Henry Hyde, R-111,, said that Chinton had invited leaders of 2
House-Senate conference commitiee 16 maet at the White House Tuesday to try to break the logiam over
a gun bill, which is wrapped inside a law cracking down on juvenile crime. Chinton said the meeting is
aimed at yaising public discussian of guns in America.

In addition 1o Hyde, those invited were Senate Judiciary Committee Chamnaa Orrin Hateh, R-Utah, and
the ranking Democrats ou the judiciary committees Sen. Patrick Leahy of Vermont and Rep, John
Conyears of Michigan,

Hude said he doubts that any now federal law could prevent shootings b ke thase in Pi ttsburgh and in
Mickigan this week. "1 think there are more to these problems than laws we can conceive of can cure
he said.

Hyde said there is po disagreement in the conference on new legislation requiring that all guns sold in
the United States be equipped with child safety locks o on a new federal ban on juvenile possession of
semi-automsatic guns,

But on the key igsus that has stalled a House-Semate conferency comumiitee since lasi sumumncer, there is no
agreement - background checks at gun shows.

Hyde said Republicans will agree to a 24-hour delay in obtaining 2 gun to give authorites tme to do a
bacikground check on the purchaser, with an addiiona] two days If te "instant” chieck raises guestions.

The Senats voted in favor of up to a three-day waiting pertod, but the House voted that down in twieg
tast year. Hyde said the GO compromise was between aving ne background checks at gun shows and
the Sengte version, which would make gun shows unworkable. Most g shows are held on weckends
and are only one- or two-day events, he said.

Conyers issucd a statement in response saying the 24-hour waiting period is inadequate aud insisting the
House-Senats conference adopt the Seqrate’s version without change. ’

Senate Democratic leader Tom Daschle of Sonth Dakota said Democrats are prepared to push through
individual purts of the gun bill if the House-Senate conference can't agree. He said the recent shootings
“beg for Congress to act” on new laws requining cluld safety locks on guos.

"We have sat pacalyzed for a year," Daschle said.open 207 25.178,32schwrdd8zg943binsend
3658763258101 mxtsend fin2
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Subject.  Youlh vivlense info for Specter mesting
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Record Type: Record

To: Harbars Chow/OMBEOP@EOR

con See the distribution list at the bottom of this message
Subject:  Youth vialence info for Specter mesting

Barbara, this message is to provide you with an update on recent youth violence issues and activities.
From my conversations with Ann, it seems that the content of your meeting with Specter this afternoon will
largely focus on plans for the White Mouse Council on Youth Violence. However, other issues may come
up, 30 I've attached betow some background documents on Safe Schocis/Healthy Students, the OMB
youth violence srosseut, and the Specter Youth Violence Prevention initiative.

We don't have very much new information for you, but yesterday, there was some signfficant action
around & EY 2000 youth violence progress report requested by Specter's staff.

»  Progress report for FY 2000, Three weeks ago, Bettitou Tayior from the Senate Labor/HHS/ED
appropriations subgcommittee put in aninformal reguest to Bili Modzelesid at ED for an update on the
implementation of Specier's Youtn Viclence Prevention Initiative. Specier himself may have made a
similar requesi 1o the Surgeon General, Unfortunately, a 1ot of people were left in the dark about this
request umsl yvesierday, including agency budgel offices, OMB, and Sonda Chessen. Battilou wanted
the report yestercay, but Sonia was able to explain o her the somplications of puling something tke
that ogether across agencies with OME and DPC approval on such shori notice,

& Adherence to Senate diractives. The progress report has raised some issues as o how the
Administration should proceed with FY 2060 activilies, namely the extent to which we should hionor
ceriain youth vislence directives in the Senale-passed Labot/HHSED appropriations report that wera
not part of the final consolidated appropriations act or accompanying conference report, As ED
programs comprised nearly 30 percent of Specler's Youth Violence Prevention initiative, ED will likely
present the most issues. Based on my reading of the Senale report, most of the repod language is
harniess and uniikely lo have an effect on the norma! operation of programs. Such language
generally acknowiedges the importance of certain programs in reduding youth viclence and provides
sppronriae increases, However, some language is more intrusive. For example:



1. Parent assistance centers. The Senate report increases Parent Assistance Centers under
Goals 2000 by $3 million (this increase was preserved in the enacted bill}, and states that the
increase is to expand services "to educate parents to work with professionals in preventing and
identifying violent behavioral tendencies." Historically, this program has focused on increasing
parent involvement in the schools and in supporting children’s education in the home, While youth
violence prevention is certainly allowable, it has not been a significant part of this program.

2. Teacher quality enhancement grants. The Senate report encourages ED to provide a priority
for partnerships that prepare new and existing teachers to identify students who may be at-risk of
violent behavicr and says that funds “should also be used to train teachers on how to detect,
manage, and monitor the warning signs of potentially destructive behavior in their classrooms."
Again, this has not been the traditional focus of this program. o

ED seeks guidance from us and the White House on whether Senate directives like the above should
be ignored, given that they were (1} in report language, as opposed to bill language; and (2} not
included in the enacted bill or conference report.

Interagency Table for Safe Schools-Healthy Stu

Youth Violence Crosscut Issue Pap

Youth Violence Crosscut Funding Summ

Senate Report Language on Youth Viole

29,

Specter Youth Violence Initiative Ta
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Far your meeting with Specter loday, | think i would be helpful o remind him of the abjectives and
defivarables af the Coundli, give him an updaie on the slaffing and the calendar for delivering on these
ohiectives in the nex! year, and iet hirm know thal we will be foliowing up with him o give him a ful) report
on how our FYZ000 funds 2re being used 1o comprehensively prevent youlh violene ¢

o 2«*«@5" A d’:«caﬁw\

Below are some suggested points o make; e liib - g N‘&)\
» Broad gbjeciives of the Administration’s cormmitment lo prevenling youth violendd Wt
Caungil;

{1)}Commiiment{ to inves! more in programs that work to prevent

youth viglerice — In FY 2004, we worked with you lo make this happen and waill be providing
you with a delailed stalus report on the progress the varipus programs ang offices sre
making to ensure that the prevention of

youth violance is at the top of the agenda; and, the President's FY 2001 proposal will

include an $8.8 hillion investment in the prevention of youth:
viclence {see atiached sheet);

FY 01 Youth Violence.d

(2) More effectively coordinale policies and programs on youlh viclencs insuag.

Specifically, the President directed the Coundi to expand the Safe Schools!

Healthy Students modal of collabaration and coordinate the Faderal Hesearch
agenda. Already, Sonia has been working with the interagency workiag group on 85/MS (o determine
how to expand and most effectively implement this arogram. She will aiso he working with the
agencies {0 determing if there are other policies and programs that could he included in
this model, In addition, Sonia has been working with tha Office of Science and Technology Policy
on an interagency team that is looking at youth violence reésearch across the agancies {o
determine priorities and areas where there may be gaps in our research, .

{3} Ensure that parents, teachers, and community leaders have the tools they nend io
prevent youth violence in their focal cCOMmMnnities,

The President's memarandum called for two specific initiatives to provide betler
information to the public - a citizen's information hub and toels for parerds. Gurrently, wa
have been reviewing existing Federal web sites that provide information 1o the public on youth


mailto:chesS�!r;@aol.rom

developmant programs {inciuding afterschool.gov) 1o betler understand what is available and what
we: mighd build an to develon aryl inplament the most accessible information hub, In

addition, the CIIC was siiccated $3 milion (o devalop 8 respwrce cenleron information ghoui vouth
viclence. The Councll will work to build on these afforts and ensure that they are
coordinated and effactively marketad to the prublic,

¢ Update an status of WiH Council:

{1) SBtaffing

As you know, Sonia will be starting as the Director of the WH Councit on Monday and
Susan will be at the Council as the Senior Advisor o Publi Healih issues, The
Departiments of Justice and Education witl also be sending over agency representatives fo
carryaut the mission of the Council, We plan to be fully staffed by the end of February,

{2} First il Councl Meeting

in several weeks, | will b6 valling the first full Council meeting with

Segrotaries Herman, Riey, Shalala, Summers, and the Attorngy General. At

{his meeting, will get a full report on the priorities of their departments in the

ares of combating vouth violence, 1 will ask them to commit resources to

carryoul the obisctives, and will work with them to determina which areas we need to further
explore and highlight in the next year.

{3} Set calendsr with completion oblectives:
March - Highlight work of Safe Schools/Healihy students by
annaunging addibonal cilies fundad by FY2000 (approximalely 20 cities} and announcing
itha addition: of the Labor Department (o the coliaborative
May - Roligut the Citizens Information Hub
Soniz - Plegse feel frae 10 add to this list or offer any other suggestions for omorrew's meeting,
Please let ma kiow if you need any other additional information.

Tharks.

-AFin
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secratary

For Imnediste Release Cotobar 15, 1393

Gotober 15, 1999

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
THE SECRETARY OF LABOR
THE SECRETQRE OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
THE SECRETARY OF EDUCATION
THE ASSISTART TO THE PRESIDENT FOR

DOMESTIC PCLICY

SURJECT: White House Council on Yoeuth Violence

Viclence by voubh and against vouth i3 an issue that desply concerns us
all. Youth vielence can be thought of as a juvenile crime issue, as a
public health issvue, and 83 2 school safety izsue. 1t affects svery
region and dempgraphic group. As many recest incidents have made s
caware, it 15 & problem that can styike with unexpected forges ~- and that
now demands uncemmonly vnified responses. That is why I announced, on

August 17, 1998, that a nonprofit, nonpartissn "National Campaign

Against Youth Vinlenze™ had been establisned Lo bring togebher all



seginents of scclety to hélp prevent youth violence.

The Federal Government already addresses many aspects of vouth violencs
through its programs. I am particularly proud of the joint efforts of
the Attorney General, tha Secréta:y of Health and Human Services, and
rhe Secretary of Edugation in ﬁaveloping the Safe Schools/Healthy
Students initiative. These ag;ﬁcias sizc workad well together te help
us respond guickly Lo the Unlumbipe High School incident. I have read

+

with interest the repori of the Attorney General’s Coordinating Council
on Juvenile Jus;ice ang Delinguensy Preaventlon. I look forwazd te the
repert that the Surgson Ceneral in response Lo my May eguest is
preparing on the causes of youth viclence. The Secretary of Labor's
efforts to address the needs of youth aze alss about Lo bear fruit, as
high-peverty communities implensnt our new Youih Opportunity Granis, and
as the Secretaiy and the Atncrnay'ﬁan&raz finallize their sgresesment for

cooperative wourk cnir those grants and on Labor’s Youth Offender grant

program.

With sc many agencies and programs invoelved, and with the nsed for my
Administration Lo work closely with different elements of State and
lecal governments, tribes, schools, community groups, and families, it
haz beceome increasingly clear to me that the Federal Government needs a
more effective policy coordination strategy for youth violence izsues.
Therefore, today I direct the Assistant for Domestic Policy to form a
#hite House C@ane}l an Youth Vielence to provide this policy
coovrdination, to provide flexible and vimely regponses to the challengé

cf youth viclence, and Lo ensure thal our Haticn’s gitizens are able to


http:gra:'.ts

penefit from the Fedexral Goavernment's many antivielence initiativaes.
Structure of the Council

The .Assistant to the President for Domestic Poligy will chair the
Council. The Gffice of the ¥Vice President and the Office of Management
and Budget will be regulsr participants. Four ageney heads will be the

regular program members uf the Cogncil:

- The Attorney Genersl, responding o the duvenile crime aspests:
1
- The Secratary of Health and Human Services, responding to the
suslic health aspects, including mental health aszpects, and to

family issues:

C - The Secretary of Education, rasponding to the szhool safety

issves; and

- The Secretary of Labor, responding vo youth employment and

cut~of-nchool youth lssues.
’

"he Lhair of the Council may add such other officials as he deems
appropriate to further the pu:poéés of this overall effort or to
participate in specific asp@cn; of it. For example, matters relating teo
public health aspects would involve the Surgeon General, Matters
relating to firzearms control cf drag abuse would involve the Secretary
of the Treasury and the Directoy of Harional Drug Controel Policy,

respectively. Implications for soonomlae development policies would call

for involvement of the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development, the



Secretary of Agriculture, and the Secretary of Commerce. Comparable
policies for Indian country weuld engage the Secretary of the Interior.
Issues relating to community service opportunities for youth would
involve the CHief Executive Qfficer of the Corporation for National and

Community Service,

The Chair, after consultation with Council members, will appoint staff
members to 'coordinate the Council's efforts. The Chair may call upon
the participating agencies for logistical support to the Council, as

necessary.
Duties of the Council

1. Develop a citizen's information hub. The Council will develop and
maintain a coordinated inventory of relevant agency programs and provide
analyses of their effectiveness. It will make this inventory widely
avallable in summary form -- and upon request in more detail -- through
the services of the appropriate Council member, to elected officials,
communhlity groups, police organizations, school systems, parents, and
others working on local solutions to these issues. Thelinventory and
full texts of program reports and evaluations should be available on an
easily accessible website. The availability of this compilation will be

widely publicized.

2. Produce reports on youth viclence. The Councll will prepare or have
prepared reports on various aspects of the problem of youth viclence,
describing, for instance, best practices in combating the problem. In

doing so, the Council should consult with nenprofits, foundations, and



other organizations that.haQe condﬁcted research and/or developed
resources cn the prevention of yoqfh violence; In addition, the Surgeon
General 1s now carrying out a broad stﬁdy of the potential causes of
youth violence. I ask that the Sdrgeon General consult closely with the
Council in the development of .the study so that i may have the benefit

of participation of all the involved agencies in 1its analysis and

findings.

3. Expand the Safe Schools/Healthy S;udents model of collaboration.
This initiative of the Departments of Justice, Educapion, and Health and
Human Services has evolved intoc a highly effective collaboration among
the agencies. The Council will oversee this effort and examine opticns
for improving its operations and applying the model to other
governmental efforts. The Secretary of Labor will begin participation

in the initiative through establishing linkages to Youth Opportunities

and Youth Offender grants.

4. Provide tools.for parents to deal with the issue. Many Federal
programs’address issues relating te strengthening the family and helping
parents ralise children. The Council will explore the possibility of
devisiné a cross-program strategy.to help parents address youth
viclence. It will also report on new tools emerging in both the private

and public sectors to assist parents. .

5. Coordinate the Federal research agenda. The Council'will oversee
coordination of agency research agendas and the development of needed
cross-agency research collaborations. T ask the Council' tco seek to have

this structure in place to supporﬁ the planning for FY 2001 research

funds, and where feasible, to improve the-planned use of funds available



from prior years.

6. DBevelop further policy responses, The Couvnell will meet at the gall
of the Chair to discuss new findings from analvses of the youth viclence
issue and to consider new or modified Administration responses to ig,
especially chose chat involve more than one agency. Recommendations for
initiatives will be discussed in the Council for consistency with
overall coordinated policy before being presented for formal decisian in
the budgat progesz. From time to time, the Council will report Lo me

directly on the resulis of its effoerts.

BILLIARM J. CLINTOH

ce:  The Vice President
The Sescresary of the Treasury
The Sﬁereﬁary‘af the Interior
The segretary of Agriculturs
The Secretary of Houslng and Uchan Development
The Rirector of the Office of ﬁénagement and Budgst

The Dirsator of the Office <f Hational Drug Contrel Policy
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President Clinton’s Commitment {0 Supporting Young People and Preveatiz&g Youth
Violence

President Clinton’s FY 2001 budget includes a major mvestment in prieritics and programs that
support positive youth development and work to prevent youth viclence.

The FY 2001 budget:

s lIncludes an across the board increase ig programs throughout the government that address
the issue of youth viclence: ‘

The FY 2001 budget includes 58.8 hillion, $862 million above FY 2000, for programs
throughout the government that work o specifically target youth violence and programs that
support the healthy development of young people.

s« Renews President Clinton™s Commitment to the Prevention of Yeuth Vielence through
Supporting Healthy Youth Development by:

. More than deubling the Safe Schools/Healthy Students Initiative by investing $247
million. To help communities throughout the country promote a coordinated,
comprehensive rasponse 1o schoot safety, last year at the While House
Conference on School Safety, the President launched a Safe Schools/Healthy
Students initiative designed to help communities develop and implement
community-wide responses to school and youth viclence. It ernpowsrs parents,
principals, police, and others to collaborate on lacal solutions ta the prablem of
youth violence. In September 1999, the President anncunced over $100 million
in Safe Schools/tHealthy Student grants for 54 school districts. With the
expansion of this initiative, approximately 40 additional communities will be
awarded grants in FY 2001.

» Providing $1 billion to ensure that more than 2.5 million children have the
opportunity to attend safe and enriching after-school and summer school
programs. The 21st Century Community Learning Centers program is already
supporting thousands of school-based after-school programs in nural and urban
schools across the country, including weekend and summer programs. In FY
2001, the President will provide $1 billion in after-schoo! and summer school
funds to ensure that all children in low-performing schools have the opportunity
to gain academic enrichment and be in a safe place during the after school and
summertime hours, This year, the Education Department released a report, titled
Safe and Smart: Making the After-Schoof Hours Work for Kid, This report shows
that after-school programs can fower juvenile crime and improve academic



performance.

. Including a new $120 million initiative fo create Small, Safe, and Successful High
Schools. In order to provide safe Jearning environments where students arc connected to
adults in the school and are being pushed to learn to high standards, the President has
providied $120 million to help school districts support comprehensive, rescarch-based

reform: in high schools by ereating smaller learning environments.

. Encouraging yvouth-driven selutions to community problems, such as youth
violence, by including $8 million in two new National Service initiatives. The
President’s Corporation for National Service budget includes $5 million fora
Community Coaches initiative that will support AmeriCorps members as community
coaches in schools helping students to develop and implement their own community
service projects. 1t also includes $3 million 5 support Youth Empowerment Grants that
will provide fellowships to reward and support the creativity of youth who have
developed innavative youth-driven strtegies for addressing youth related concerns in
their own communiiies.

* Supporting community, parent, and school efforis fo help youth incorporate good
citizenship in their learning experiences through a 52 million increase in Character
Education. The President’s budget includes over $9 million for the U.S. Department of
Educatior’s Character Education grants to schoolfcommunity partnerships that develop
curriculum mwaterials, provide ieacher training, gauge and build community consensus on
common values, involve parents in character education and infegrate character education

into the schoo! curriculum,

. Renewing commifiment to youth violence prevention efforts in the areas of Health
and Labor, The President’s budget recommits $80 miilion for Youth Violence

Prevention Activities under the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services

Administration (SAMHSA) and promotes positive youth development opportunitics by
providing 3250 million for the UJ.S. Department of Labor’s Youth Opportunity Grants,
which address the special problems of out-of-schoot youth, especially i inner-

cities and other areas.

+ Expands President Clinton’s commitment to directly targeting the issue of youth
violence hy:

. Providing $19.1 million in new funding for a 12-city expansion of the Youth
Crime Gun interdiction lnitiative (YCGH), 1o help trace guns retrieved in

crimes and 1o provids additional ATF agents in YCGI cilies to crack down on

fllegal gun traffickers who supply guns to youth and criminals.

» investing $10 million for the development of smart gun technology. The
$10 mitlion in new funds through the National Institute of Justice will promote the



expansion and replication of “smart gun” technologics that Hmit & gun's use to the proper
owner — preventing accidental deaths and injuries of chilklren who might have access to a
firearm, gun thefi, and other unauthorized use.

. Including 875 million for a new Department of Laboy initiative to reintegraie
youthful and first-time offenders into society.

. Increasing the investment in the COPS school safety program from 313 million to
$55 miillion, This increase (which includes $20 million for Safe Schools/Healthy

Students) would enhance community programs to combat viclence in schools, including

the funding of school rgsource officers.
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Study: Violence Among Teens Is Down

Tuesday, August 3, 1999, 6:22 pon, EDT

CHICATO (AP) - Despite concerns gver school shootings in recent
years, violent acts by American high school students declined
between 1991 and 1997, researchers reported tn a study released
Wednesday.,

The study found a igmificant drop i the number of students who
said they got into fghts or carmed weapons, The decline was steeper
for girls than it was for bays.

The study, based on data collected through the Youth Risk Behavior
Survey of the Centers for Discase Control and Prevention, was
published in the Journal of the American Medical Assosiation,

The findings are similar to the results of other recent national
surveys. But the report's suthors wamed against interpreting them too
optimistically. They wrote that rates of youth homicide and other
violence are still at historically high levels”

The researchers said that in 1991, 42.3 percent of high school
students said they had heen iy a fight in the provious year, but the
figure was 36.6 percent in 1997, And in 1991, 26.1 percent said they
had carried a weapon in the previous month, but the rate dropped to
18.3 percent in 1997

& Copyright 1999 The Associated Press
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President Clinton:
Announeces Comprchensive Legislation to Keep Guns Away
¥From Youth and Criminals
Apfil 2?9 i?% .

Today, President CHnton will announce new legislation to strengthen federal firearms laws and
make it more difficult for kids and criminals to have access to guns and explosives. The
President’s proposed bill will inchude new proposals to: (1) reduce illegal gun running by
limiting the purchase of handguns to no more than one per month; (2] raise the age of the youth
handgun ban from 18 to 21 years of age; (3) ban the juvenile possession of semi-automatic
assauit rifles; (4) halt the importation of large capacity ammunition magazines; {S) require Brady
background checks for the purchase of explosives; (6) help law enforcement trace mors crime
guns to their source; and (73 authorize repeat inspections to crack down on gun dealers involved
ip itlegal gun trafficking. The President’s package ropresents the most comprehensive gun
legislation any Administration has put forward in 30 years.

BUILDING ON THE SUCCESS OF THE BRADY LAW, Since taking offect in 1994, the
Brady Law has prevented over a quarter of a million felons, fugitives, stalkers, and other
prohibited purchasers from buying handguns. In November 1998, the National Instant Criminaj
Background Check System (NICS) took effect, allowing access to a fuller set of records that law
enforcement officials can use to conduct ehecks of all prospective gun purchases - not just for
handguns. To date, NICS has conducted over 3.4 million background checks on gun purchasers,
and the FBI has stopped over 36,000 illegal gun salcs. The President’s legislation will propose
strengthening the Brady Law by:

D Extending the Brady Law’s requiremients to purchases of explosives. Under currem
law, no Brady background check is required to buy explosives. The President’s bill will
kelp cut off easy acoess to explosives by requiring Brady background checks before the
sale of explosives, and by extending the same prohibitions in our gun faws to prospective
purchasers of explosives. The bill will also prohibit convicted felons from purchasing
any quantity of black powder, which is used to make most pipe bombs, and require all
explozives deslers to keep records of their sales of black powder.

- Closing the gun show loophole on Brady background checks, In 1998, there were
more than 4,000 gun shows held in states across the country as well as flea markets and
other events at which guns can be traded anopymously. An estimated 25-50 pereent of
the sellers at these gun showy are unlicensed and the guns sold by the unlicensed sellers
are not subject to backaraund checks, As a result, gun shows ¢an provide a forum for
illegal firearms sales and gon trafficking. In fact, a recent review by the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacoo, and Firsarms {(ATF) of 314 gun show investigations found that 46
percent of these investigations involved the purchese or sale of fireurms by felons, and 34
percent involved the sale of firearms later used in serfous crimes, including homicides, To
end this policy of firsarms being soki at gun shows on & "o questions asked” basis, the
President’s bill will require : (1) Brady background checks on all firearms transferred at



gun shows, with the assistance of federally-licensed dealers; (2} vendors to report
informasion on firearms sold at gun shows to the ATF, so that they can be traced by law
enfarcement if they are later used in crimes; and (3} gun show promoters to register with
the ATF and notify it of all pun shows,

Creating a mandatory Brady waiting period. Although the NICS hay generally
improved law enforcement’s ability to conduct background checks, a mandatory waiting
periad will provide a cooling-off period for handgun purchases and allow local law
enforcement officers to check additional, non-computerized records. Accordingly, the
President’s legislation will: (1) require a minimum 3-day waiting period for all handgun
purchases; (2) adid up to an additiona] two days te the waiting period if law enforcement
officers need more time to clarify arrest records; and (3) provide authority for dealers to
notify local law enforcemoent officials of all proposed handgun purchases.

Extending the Brady Law fo violent juveniles. Although violent yonth convicted in
adult courts are barred from owning firearms as adulfs, the same is not tnie for youth
convicted of serious violent erimes in juvenile court. Violent juveniles should be treated
as adwlts for their adult critnes, aod stopped from getting weapons to burt again. The
President's legislation will pesmanently ban alf violent juveniles from buying guns, so
that they cannot purchase & gun on their 21st birthday.

RESTRICTING YOUTH ACCESS TO GUNS, Keeping guns out of the hands of juveniles
has been one of President Clinton’s top priorities. He fought for and signed legislation
prohibiting the juvenile possession of handguns, requiring “z¢70 tolerance” for guns in schools,
and establishing the Youth Crime Gun Interdiction Initiative (YCGII) to help identify and arrest
adults who traffic guns to children. The President’s bill will do even more o restrict
unauthorized youth gocess to guns by: ,

*

Raising the age of the yonth handgun bawn to 21 years of sge. In 1994, President
Chinton signed into law the Youth Handpun Safety Act, which generally banned the
possession of handguns by juveniles under the age of 18, and prohibited adults from
transferring handguos to juveniles — except in limited circumstances, A separate
provision of the 1968 Gun Control Act also prohibits federally-licensed gun dealers from
selling handpuns to any ope under 21 years of age. However, it is perfectly legal for 18-
20 year-olds to possess handguns -- and even to buy them from unlicensed sellers, such as
from a neighbor who is a private collector. Additionally, ATF gun trace data show that
the more erime gung are traced to 18 and 19 vear-olds than all other age groups, The
President's legislation will extend the provisions of the youth handgun ban 1o youth
between 18 and 21 yoars of age.

Banning juvenile possession of semiautematic assault rifles. Although the Yonth
Handgun Safety Act gencrally bagned the possession of assault pistols, it did not include
assault rifles and large capacity magazines manufactured before the Assault Weapons
Ban went into effect. Thus, it remuains legal for juveniles under the age of 18 to possess




these deadly weapons and emmunition. The President’s bill will prohibit their possession
by juveniles in sny instance,

Holding adslts responsible for child access to guns. Child Access Provention (CAP)
Taws promote pun safety and responsibility by bolding adults responsible if they allow
children easy access to loaded firesrms,. According to a study published by the Joumal of
the American Medical Association, CAP Iaws help reduce fatal unintentional shootings
by an average of 23%. The President’s legislation will impose felony penaltics on sduits
who knowingly or recklessly allow a child to have unlawful access to a gun that is later
used 1o cause death or injury. Individuals sentenced under this provigion could be
imprisoned for up to three vears, fined a maximum of $250,000, or both.

Requiring child safety locks for puns, Child safety locks and other devices can reduce
the unauthorized use of handguns, by a child at play or a teen looking to commit a srime.
Marny youth have to look no further than their own bome o get their hands on a pun: it is
estimated that ons third of all privately-owned handguns are left both loaded and
unlocked. To address this problem, the President’s bill will require federally-licensed
firearms dealers, manufacharers, and importers to provide a child safety lock or device
with eveéry gun they ssil.

Increasing penalties for transferving guns to juveniles. The President’s bill will
increase penalties for adults who transfer hapdguns to juveniles knowing that they will be
used in i violent crime — establishing a new mandstory minimum sentence of at least 3
years and up to 10 years. |

CRACKING DOWN ON ILLEGAL GUM TRAFFICKERS. In 1996, President Clinton

lsunched the Youth Crime Gun Interdiction Initiative (YCGII) in 17 cities to help trace crime
guns to their source, as well as identify and arrest the adults who traffic firearms to our children,
Since that time, YOG has been expanded to 20 more cities and conducted more than 208,000
traces for local law enforcement. Additionally, over the last two vears the President has
propased hiring more than 280 new ATF ngents and more than 40 new federal prosecutors to’
arrest gun traffickers and violent criminals, and crack down on illegal gun sales.

Reduce illcgal gun ronsing by limiting handgun sales to no more than one per
month. The President’s legislation will crack down on gun trafficking by limiting
handgun sales to a maximum of one per month. Gux runners should not be able to
circumvent Brady background checks, and employ "straw purchasers”™ -- or persons not
prohibited from purchasing fircarms ~ to buy guns in bulk and divert them to the street.
The President's bill will implement & nationsl system as soon as practicable to limit
handgun sales to one per month,

Allowing law enforcement to frace all firenrms used in eritnes. Under cyent law it is
much more difficult for law enforcement to tracs used firearms that are later used in
crimes. To impiove law enforcement’s ability to truce erime guns, the President’s



legislation will require that federal gun dealers also report the mapufacturer, modgel, and
serial nutnber of all used guns sold to ATH g National Tracing Center. No information on
the purchaser would be provided to ATF unless the gun later became the subject of a
crime gun race.

Doubling the Youth Crime Gun Interdiction Initiative (YCGII). Over the past 2
years, the President has expanded the YCGIT initiative to 37 cities « helping them to trace
all ¢rime guns to their source, to identify illegal gun markets, and to crack down on gun
waffickers. Last year, ATF initiated over 300 investigations in these cities, which
involved over 3,300 illepally trafficked fircarms. The President’s bl will inoreuse the
muaber of citics participating in YOGIH over the next 4 years to a total of 75,

Increasing penalties on gun kingping, To send a stropng message to gan runners that
their Hlegal gun trafficking will not be tolerated, the President’s bill will double the
maximum penalty for illegally selling fireanips without a license (from 5 w 10 years of
imprisonmment), and instruct the U.S. Sentencing Commission to enhance the cwrrent
penalty for offenses where over 50 firearms have boen illegally trafficked,

Cracking down on gou dealers invelved in iilegal gup trafficking. While most gun
dealers ure not associated with unlawfu] activities, some are invelved in the illegal gun
gade. The President's legislation will allow for mere inspections of federal fircarms
licensees (from 1 to 3 per year), tougher penaitizs for serious violations that interfere with
tafficking investigations, and suspension of a gun dealer’s Heense for willful violations
of the Gun Control Act.

STRENGTHENING THE ASSAULY WEAPONS BAN. In 1994, the President fonght for

ardd signed ipto law legislation to ban the manufscture and importation of the 19 deadliest assault
weapons, their copies, and large capacity ammunition ¢lips, Last year, the President slso to took
action to ban the importaton of over 30 models of modified assault weapons. The President’s
bill strengthens tie assault weapons iaw by:

L 3

Banning the importation of 2l large capacity ammunition magazines. Although the
1994 assault weapons law banned the fature domestie magufactare and importation of
large capacity ammunition feeding devices that hold more than 10 rounds of ammunition,
those manfactured before the law's ensctment were grandfathered. Because of the
difficulty in determining when large capacity ammunition magazines mapufactured by
foreign companies wete made, it has become relatively easy for foreign gun
manufactorers to circumyent the ban. As aresult, the President’s bill will close this
loophole by banning the importation of all large capacity magazines — regardless of when
they were manufactured.
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DRAFT

July 14, 1999

MEETING AND STATEMENT WITH S A F.E. COLORADO STUDENTS

DRAFT
DATE: July 15,1999
LOCATION: Meeting — State Dining Room
Statement ~ South Pertico
BRIEFING TIME: H:45am ~ 1 1:00am
EVENT TIME: Meeting -- 11:08am — 11:35am
Statement — | H40am — 12:00pm
FROM: Bruce Reed

- PURPOSE

To meet with 90 Colorado high school students visiting Washington to urge passage of
gun legislation,

BACKGROUND

You will meet with 90 high school students from the Denver metropolitan arca, who have
traveled o Washington, D.C. with the help of S A FE. Colorado. Sune Alternatives 1o
the Firearms Epidemic (5. AF £}, Colorado is a bi-partisan political aglion group formed
in the aftermath of the Columbine High School tragedy, Their mission i3 1o “advocate
the reasonable regulation of the manufacture aad sale of handguns, automatic rifles and
ammunition, while recognizing the right of Colorado ctlizens 10 own and use fircarms
designoted for legitimate hunting, spott and defonsive purposes.” The organization was
founded by John Hend and Arnold Grossman, former Governors John Love and Dick
Lamn serve a5 honorary co-chaioman, and the board of directors include Mary Estill
Buchanan and 1.1, MacFarlanc.

in June S 4.6 8. Coloradeo approached two recent graduates from Denver area high )
schools {David Winkler of George Washington High School and Ben Gelt of Denver East
High School), and asked them to help organize a large group of students willing to march
on Washington to ask for meaningful gun control legislation, The group includes 6
students from Columbine High School, and is accompanied by 11 chaperones including
John Head, Arnold Grossman, and Dottie Lamb. Yesterday the students atlended a
reception on Capitol Hill with the Colorade delegation, and following the White House
event they will participate in a press conference with Membeors of Congress and muoet
with Vice President Gore and Rep, Gephardt,
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PARTICIPANTS

Briefing Parlicipants:
Bruce Reed
Loretta Ucelli

Jose Cerda

Burse Shih

Meeting Pacicipants:

Sceratary Larry Summers

Attorney General Janet Reno

90 Colarade high school students

Approximately 20 adult chaperones from S.AF.E. Colorado and Handgun Control, lac.

PRESS PLAN

Meeting: White House Photo Only
Statement:  Open

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

- YOU will proceed to the State Dining Room, make informal remarks (o the students,
and greet students and chaperones.

- YOU will he announced on to the South Portico stage, via the Red Room stairs,
accompanied by S.AF.E. Colorado students.

- YOU will make remarks and introduce student TBD.

«  Student TBD will make remarks.

- YOU will make concluding remarks and depart.

REMARKS

To be provided by speechwriting.
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SAFE Colorado

(Sane Alternatives to the Firearms Epidemic)

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT:  Aruie Groyaman, 303-285-0106 or 343-331-9190

A contingent of 90 Colorado students, inchuding several from Columbine High School,
will gaiher on the West steps of the U.S. Capitol a1 1:15 p.m., Thursday, July 15, 1o call oo
House and Scoste members to put aside politics and pass reasonable gun legislation.

The presa conference will follow a private meeting of the students in the White Houss
with Prosident Clinton, and will precede a visit with Vice President Gore.

“SAFE Trip” was organized by SAFE Colarado, a bi-partisan political action group
formed in the aftermath of the Columbine High School ragedy. The group is ssldng for pessage
of gun legistation that can begin to stem the flow of guns into the hands of juveniles, criminalg
and the mentally unsrable.

Immediately following the press confersaca, the studemts will break into groups of
five snd six people and visit offices of members of the ;C&M Cangressional delegation,
majority and minotity lesdery of the House and Senxre and leaders of both political parties.

“This trip i3 tndy by and for Colorado students,” said David Winkler, 3 recent
graduate of Denver's George Washington High 'School and co-feader of the wip, *The
leadorship of SAFE Colorado apptosched Ben Gelt aad me at the Governor's Conference on
Youth Vielence last month,” Winkler sdded, "and ssied us 0 help ceganize 2 lasge group of
students who wers willing to merch on Washington aad ask for masningful gun control
lsgislation.”

Gelt, who immediately went to work with Winkier to sign up students, is a Juns

=more-



QR4L390 1B: 48 CRYDVES + L2 sl rar-ioe

-:2»
graduais of Denver East High School, “This is our chance to mako a differencs,” he said.

*And maybe mekd some history, 00,°
When asked what the group hopes o accomplish, David Winkler soid, “At the very Jeast,

we want the House of Represantatives to pass the gun-control bill that was spproved in the
Senate but died in the House. That bill would, ameng other thing, close gun-show lvopholes that
allow criminals of juveniles 1 sssily buy guns.”

Gelt said, “We don't want to see anothar schoo] yesr bogin in September without some
sction in Congrexs to get at this gua opidemic thas tok 15 fives in ane day in Colorado.
That's 1S more gun deaths than took élm in s envire yeur in the nation of Jepan. It's
insane. And ive got o swp.” '

Winkler said, "Lack, there ara 240,000,000 guns in the United States. Thaf's lmost
one for svery man, woman and ¢hild. And the Natioas Rifis Association, which represants
enly about six per cemt of American gun owners, continges to oppase any new gun’
resmrictons. They're wtally out of mep with e American public. The vast mejority ﬁf
Colorsdans and Amenicans sepport more resiricive gua controls. And thar's what we'rs here
melet . |

In‘aéditia‘um urgmg Cmgmﬁm&xﬁm, the student group will tour the Houso snd

Senate, artend & reception in their hooor, hosted by the Colorado delsgation, xnd visit pations]

moowmnents, .
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SAFE

{Sane Alternatives to the Firsarms Epidemic)
Mission Statement

Sane Alternatives to the Firesrms Epidemic (*SAFE"} is & bipartisan political action
committee formed ta sdvacate the ressonshle regulation of the manufacture and anle of
handguos, sutowatic rifles xod xmmunition, while recognizing the right of Colorads citizens
to own snd use firearms designed for legitimate bunting, spore sad defensive purposes.

Objectives

Safc supports the reasonabic regulstion of firearma, 1n stark sontrast 10 the Nationa] Rific
Associstion, we believe that the uncontroiled manufacrure and sale of handguns, rifles and relawed
paraphemalis. poges & serious and continiting threst to public health ahd safety, particularly among
our children. Such weapanry, including the kind used in the Columnbine High wagedy. is designed
1o kill hurnan beings and goes fur beyond & citizen’s need for defense or sport. Further, any gun. of
agy type. in the hands of criminais, juveniles, the mentaily unstable or the untrained, constitaies an
unscceptable threat to sociaty,

SAFE is commined 1o giving 8 voice 10 those who do not accept the NRA dogma, which
opposes any gun reguistion.  While the NRA hag the right 1o mate its'cage, the majarity of
Americans, who believe that gun ownership wnd use must be reasonably regulated, are not being
neard over the NRA's no compromise position. We will provide & voice and » forum for people of
good will who belisve that 2 sane altermative 10 the carnage caused by guns must be achieved withow
delny.

SAFE recognizes that the NRA has become one of America’s most powerful lobbies i
financing canthdates in federn), 2tute and local poiitical campaigns. It lobbies elected officials and
opposes virnmily all measures that would in any way regulate fireorms. SAFE will combat this
powerful gun induswy group by supporting candidates who will oppose NRA-backed politicians.
SAFE will also suppont Calorado legisimive messres and ballor initiatives 10 make our sweets,
schoois, homes and businesses safer places.

Although SAFE is 3 Colorado arganization. f‘ocumg on gan control issues a8 the siate snd
" locslfevel, we will gladly coapernte with similar organizations in other stawes which are working to
s1op the camage of gun vidjencs.
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- SAFE COLORADO

ovwme:  Sane Alternatives to the Firearms Epidemic
Richard 3 Lamun

Dt
e B0, BoadsilR 9L { S,Q;REMMW
ok A. Leove Benver, Coloreds 80248 Agnss%d Grossman, Vies Prosidens
Republican Teiephone: 303-363-8AFE {(7231) David A, Sprecace, Secrctary-Trossurer
Farmer Governor Televopier: 303.623-4211

Email: Iﬂi@ﬁﬁ*f‘QCQM j

Board of Directors:

Mary £atii) Duchasan Jaly 1, 1999

Bapublicen n
Fonrer Sacretiry of Sinic James M. L}f'ﬁﬂ& Esq S/-#«_L f/) L-_,.LA_A

Armold Groeamar: Rothsgerber, Johnsop & Lyons LLP . i : *
Ztmé‘:wmmm Sutie 30500 5' —1“’1’—/&- [g_, _Hv\_a L. \m-.._.\"ﬁ
soton . Head 1200 Seventeenth Strect 4 { St ¢
Repubiican Denver, Colorado 80202 b «&—J’L" ,
Exweyar
11, MacPasiane Dear Jimn: Cﬁ o
£ Conoral

Prer Asomey Gemet Thank you for your kind offer to help with SAFE Cojorado’s project of sending a planem pys L e
Dacié A Sarcuos load of Colorado high school students to Washington to urge ourlpelitical leaders to adopt’
u:.m‘m meaningful gun control laws. Q

1t ‘f i WL

i;?l ’ On July 14 and 13, some 100 Colorado high school students and recent graduates will

Fer * Senuoy he in Washington to talk to politicat leaders sbout gun control. They would like to meet with

the President on either of these days to enlist the President’s sugport of their effort with
Congress. v"'—ﬂ'—_—im _

SAFE Colotrado ix & bi-partisan political action committes which was formed by Amie
Grossman and me. As the letterhead indicates, former Govemnors Joan Love and Dick Lamm
have agreed to gerve as honorary co-chairreen and the board of direptors include Mary Estill
Buchenan and J.D. MacFarlane. As owr Mission Statement szys, we want meaningful gun
control legislation, both at the federal {evel and at the state leveld The response we have
received 1o that message has been averwhelming and it has been bi-partisan,

We were deeply disappointed by the recent failure of ths House of Represcatatives to
pass the hill containing gun control Jegislation which passed the Senjte. That disappointment
was shared by many of the high school students who attended the ;:n%xmjz on Youth Viclence
which Governor Owens and Attorney General Salazar chaired severs) weeks sgo. Out of that
disappointment came the projcct of sending a large contingent of Colorado high school students
and recent graduates {ages 15 to 20) to Washington 1o’ express their views to the Calora_d{:»
delegation, the leadership of the House and the Senate, the campaign committees s both parties
in both bodics, and the chairmen of the two parties. The point to be made 15 that:

. Both parties should lay aside politics end pass fheaningful gun control
legistation. The overwhelming majority of the people of this State wani gun
control; they don’t want the political pasturing and they don’t want a scli-out to
the gun lobby. 3

|
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Tames M. Lyons, Bsq.
July 1, 1995
Page 2

> The House of Representatives should pass gun control ledislation in the form it
passed the Senate,

SAFE Colorade and the student organizers of the SAFE trip to Washington would like to
enlist the President’s support of their effort. We are aware that he has already been quite active and

has contributed mightily to the debate. In that regard, we submit that the 2ffbrt would be advanced
if the President would find time in his schedule to meet with the students dt;ie:r in the afternoon of
July 14 or anytime on Jaly 15.

Any help you can give us will be appreciated.

Very truly yours,

F. Head

, Enclosure
JFH/ns
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 9, 1999

WHITE HOUSE STRATEGY SESSION ON
CHILDREN, VIOLENCE AND RESPONSIBILITY

DATE: Monday, May 10, 1999
LOCATION: East Room {Meeting}
Rose Garden (Statement)
BRIEFING TIME: $:30am - 10:00am
MEET & GREET: 10:00am ~ 10:20am

MEETING: 10:30am — 12:45pm -
STATEMENT: 1:00pm — 1:30pm ’
FROM: Bruce Reed

PURPOSE

To convene parents and chaldren, teachers and religious feaders, law enforcement and
governument officials, gun manufacturers and sportsmen, and representatives of the
entertainment industry, to discuss the problem of youth viclence and develop a strategy
for a national campaign (o address this problem.

BACKGROUND

At today’s strategy session, you will announice several initiatives to address the problem .
of youth violence including a Surgeon General’s Report on Youth Viclence, gun industry
support for gun legislation in five important areas, and public and private commitments to
ensure the effective implementation of the V-Chip.

SURCGEON GENERAL’S REPORT ON YOUTH VIOLENCE

Today, you will announce that you are asking the nation's Surgeon General, Dr. David
Satcher, to prepare a landmark report on youth violence -- the first such study on this
subject in more than a decade. This report will bring together leading expernts to review
and evaluate existing research, and build on the findings of the 1972 Surgeon General
Report on Television and Violence, as well as the 1985 Surgeon General's Workshop on
Viclence, Much is already known about how to reduce and prevent youth viclence, but
this report will add to the nation’s understanding in this field. It also will address media
that have emerged since previous reports, such as the Internet and video games.



GUN INDUSTRY SHOWS SUPPORT FOR LEGISLATION IN FIVE KEY
AREAS ’

Today, leaders in the firearms industry annmounced their support for working out
legisiation in five areas. Specifically, the American Shooting Sports Council (AS5C), the
gun industry's trade association in Washington, which represenss 380 firearms
manufacturers and distributors around the country, released a statement supportting
legislation in five areas:

. Closing the gun show loophole on Brady backgreund checks. The Treasury
Department estimates that 25-50 percent of the sellers at gun shows are unlicensed
and sell guns without the benefit of a background check. As a result, gun shows
can provide a forum for illegal firearms sales and gun trafficking. You have
proposed background checks, based on the existing Brady law, for firearms
transferred at gun shows, '

. Extending the Brady Law to violent juveniles. Although violert  youth
convicted in adult courts are barred from owning firearms as adults, the same is
not true for youth convicted of serious violent crimes in juvenile court. You have
proposed permanently banning all violent juveniles from buying guns -~ so that
they cannot purchase a gun on their 218t birthday.

. Raising the age of the youth handgun ban to 21 vears of age. Federal law
generally bans the possession of handguns by juveniies under the age of 18, and
prohibits federal gun dealers from sefling firearms to anyone under 21 years of
age. However, it 1s perfectly legal for 18-20 year-olds to possess handguns or to
buy them from unlicensed sellers -- even though law enforcement trace more
crime guns to 18 and 19 year-clds than ail other age groups. You have proposed
raiging the legal age of handgun ownership from 18 to 21 years, while
maintaining curreni exemptions for employment, hunting, target shooting,
ranching and military service. '

. Holding sdults responsible for child access to guns. Child Access Prevention
{CAP) laws promote gun safety and responstbility by holding adults responsible if
they allow children easy access to firearms and ammunition. You have proposed
imposing felony penalties on adults who knowingly or recklessly allow a child (o
have access to a gun that is later used to cause death of injury.

. Helping Inw enforcement to trace more firearms used in crimes. Over the past
2 years, you have expanded comprehensive crime gun tracing to 37 cities -
helping them to trace all crime guns to their source, to ilentify illegal gun
rnarkets, and to crack down on gun traffickers, Last vear, ATF imtiated over 300

* investigations in these cities, which- invoived over 3,300 illegally trafficked
firearms. You have proposed expanding comprehensive tracing nationwide,
starting by doubling the program to 75 cities.
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MAKING THE V-CHIP WORK
The V-Chip 15 a device that allows parents 1o block television programming they consider
inappropriate for their children.  You and the Vice President led the successful fight for
legislation that requires the V-Chip be installed in all new television sets sold beginning
Janwary 1, 2000, At today's strategy session vou will announce two new initiatives to
make sure the ¥V-Chip becomes a useful ol for parents.

s V-Chip Task Force. To ensure that the V-Chip law is implemented effectively, the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) will establish a V-Chip Task Force.
The Task Foree will: {1} ensure the V-Chip requirement is enforced promply and
comprehensively; (2} promote parental awareness about the V-Chip and work closely
with organizations sharing this goal; (3) encourage adoption of a standard iabel
identifying television sets that contain the V-Chip and; {4) study the use of the V-
Chip and evaluate the effectiveness of the industry’s ratings system. FCC Chairman

~ William Kennard has appointed Commissioner Gloria Tristani to chair the Task
Force. :

« The V-Chip Survey and Education Project. According to a survey released today
by the Kaiser Foundation, while many parents (77%) say they want to use the V-

* {hip, less than four out of ten parents {35%} has ever seen information on how the
system works. The Kaiser Foundation and the Center for Media Education
announced today 4 major national effort to educate pargnts about the V-Chip TV
ratings system. The educational campaign will inchude free booklets for parents on
how the V-chip TV ratings system works. The free parent information will be
available through a toll-free telephone number and will be promoted through

partnerships with TV manufacturers, retailers, parents’ organizations, newspapers, and

television stations.
PARTICIPANTS

Briefing Participants;
John Podesta

Mana Echaveste
Bruce Reed

Lorettz Ucelli

Larry Stein

Audrey Tayes-Haynes
Richard Socandes
Neera Tanden

Jeff Shesol

Trooper Sanders

Meeting Participanis:
See attached list,
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PRESS PLAN

Meeting: Pool Press {at the top)
Staternent:  Open Press

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

-YOU will greet meeting participants in the State Dining Room.

-YOU will proceed to the Blue Room for a brief hold.

-YOU wili bz announced, accompanied by the Vice President, the First Lady. and Mrs.
Gore, into the East Room, and will proceed to your seat at the table.

~YOU will make a brief statement, after which the press will depart.

-YOU will begin the discussion.

-Lipon conclusion of the discussion, YOU will proceed to the Map Room for a brief hold.
YOU will be announced, accompanied by the Vice Presuiam the F1rst Lady, and Mrs
Core, into the Rose Garden, :

- YOU will make remarks and introduce the First Lady.

~The First Lady will make remarks and introduce Mrs. Gore.

Mrs, Gore will make remarks and introduce the Vice President.

~The Vice President will make remarks,

~ Upon conclusion of the Vice President’s remarks, YOU will depart,

REMARKS

To be provided by speechwriting.
ATTACHMENTS

-Participants List

~Suggested Discussion Fommat
~Administration Accomplishments
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Participauts

Admmuinistration

Houorabie Janet Heno, Atiorney Getieral

Honorable Donna Shalals, Sacretary of Health and Human
Services

Hanorable Rickard Riley, Secretary of Education

Geaeral Barry MeCaffrey, Director, Office of National Drug
Control Policy

Honorabie Johs Padestn, Chicf of Staff ie the President
Honorsble Bruce Reed, Assistant ro the President for Domestis
Poticy and Director, Domestic Policy Council

Honorahie Whliam Kenosrd, Chairman, Federal
Communications Commission '

Students o
Shane Cambroners, City Year Staff member and {ormer
Amenicorp member Va

Terrence Gray, Peer Medigror, T.C. Williams High

Erie Heydenberk, Conflict Resolution Program, Strayer Middle
School

Maris Mostiel, Peer Medistor, T.C. Wiltiams High «/
Simonaa Weodson, Peer Mediator, Arsenal Tech High School

CGur Manufacrrers and Gun Owners

Hlanorable Bitl Brewster, Proswden:, R Duffy Wall &
Associates; NRA Board Member

Paul Janouzze, YP & Generat Coursel, Glock It

(Georgia Nichols, Vice-President and General Counsel, O.F.
Mossherg and Sons

Raobert Ricker, Executive Director, American $hooting Sports -
Counci

Ed Shaltz, President znd CEO, Snuith and Wesson

Law Enforcement
Judge Alan Page, Assaciae Justice, Minnesota Supreme Count
Steve Young, National Vice-President, Fraternst Qrder of Police

Television/Motion Pictures
L estie Moanves, President and CEQ, CBS Television

“Bob Iger, Chairman, ABC Group and President, Walt Disney
[nrernational
Jack Valent, Prasident, Motion Picture Assaciation of America
Pecker Anstrom, President, Natonal Cable Television
Association
Sdward Fritts, Pregident, National Associstion of Broadcasters
Andrew Shus, Actor, Founder, Do Something Foundation v

IntemetVideo Games

Steve Case, Chairman and CEO, America On-Line

Doug Lowenstein, President, Interactive Digital Software
Association '

Music

Gloria Estefan, Recording Artist

Hilary Resen, President and CEQ, Recording Industry
Assaciation of Ameriea

Teachers/ParenisiMentors
Bob Chase. Prosudent, Nanional Education Associntion v
Pam Eakes, President and Founder, Mothers Againgt Violenoe e
Saadrs Feldman, President, Amencan Pederstion of Teachers 7
Giagy Markell, President-Elect of the Parents-Teacher -
Association

Mary Eflen Maxwell, President. National Scheo! Board

Association

Dr. Samaod Savy, Executive Director, National Association of
Elementary School Principais

Roxnnne Spittetr, Prasident, Roys & Cirls Clubs of America -~

Faith-based Leaders

Abrabam Foyman, Navonal Director, Anti.Defamation ngué/
Dr. Prems Matbal-Davis, CEO, YWCA of e USA o
Monsignor Thomas McDade, Secretary of Bducation, US 7
Catholic Conference Soe

Reverend Eugene Rivers, Co-Chair, Nasional Tea-Point
Leadership Foundation

) Experts

Dr, Mays Angelow. Professor and Poet

Jonathun Barmest, Professor of City and Regionsl Planning, ¢~
University of Peansylvania

Card Ball, M.D3, President and CEO, The Community Health o
Council and Professor of Psychiatry, University of Hiinoss

James Garbaring, Ph.03. Co-Drrector, Family Life Development
Center, Comelt University

Robert Pynoos, M.D.. Director, UCLA Trsuma Psychiatry o
Servive, Prafessor of Psychiatry, Neuropsychiatric Institute

Fayndations/Mon-profits

Drew ARmse, President and CEQ, Kaiser Foundation

Ssrsh Brady, Handgun Control, Ine.

Naacy Dickey, President, American Medical Association
Covernor Roy Romer, Chairman, Policy Advisury Commmties,
The Advertising Couned], Inc.

Honoratide Eli Segat, President and CED, Welfare to Woek
Parmership

Elected Officials e

Honorxble Ken Salszar, Attomey General, Colorado
Honorabie Sharon Savies Befton, Mayor of Minneapolis

Members of Congress

Honorsbis {Rep.} Richard Gephardt, D Missoun
Hounorabls {Senstor Harry Reld, D-Nevada
Hogorahie {(Senator) Sam Browsbuck, R-Kansas
Honorable (Rep.) Jennifer Duna, R-Washington

TOTAL (36)



SUGGESTED PROGRAM SEQUENCE

Opening:

YOU will be announced inte the East Room, accompamcd by the Vice President, The
First Lady and Mrs. Gore, g

YOU will be seated and will make brief opening remarks from vour seat with the press
present, after which the press will depart, '

There will be a brief interval while the press depant.

Note: YOU will moderate the roundtable discussion. The Vice President, the First Lady
and Mrs. Gore should participate in the discussion and questioning as appropriate.  To organize
the discussion and maximize involvement of the 56 other participants, we recommend dmdzng

the discussion into the following categonies.

Talking with Students (15-20 minutes):

YOU should begin by calling on the students present ta descnbe the problem. YOU may
call on one or both of the following:

Terrence Gray, Peer Mediator, T.£, Williams High {you met him at roundtabie)
Simonna Woedson, Peer Mediator, Arsenal Tech High School, Indianapolis

Other students available for corment:

Shane Cambronero, City Year staffer, former Americorp member _
Eric Heydenberk, Conflict Resolution Program, Strayer Middle School, Quakertown, PA
Marig Montiel, Peer Mediator, T.C. Williams High

At this point, YOU may want to call on Colorade AG Ken Salazar for comment.

YOU should ask James Garbarino, Ph.DD., Co-Director, Family Life Development
Center, Cornell University and author of Lost Boys, to discuss briefly what we know about which
factors contributz o youth viclence.

Other experts available:

Carl Bell, M., President and CEQ, The Community Health Council and Professor of
Psychiatry, University of Illinois

Robert Pynoos, M.D., Director, UCLA Trauma Psychiatry Service, Professor of
Psychiatry, Neuropsychistric Institute

Jonathan Bamestt, Professor of City and Regional Planning, Univ..of Peansylvania



Tte Respensibility of Gun Mannfacturers an& Those Wha Use Guus {15-20 minutes):

Next YOU sheuld steer the discussion towards the responsibilities of gun manufacturers
and those who use guns.

YOU shounld call on Bob Ricker, Exccutive Director, American Shooting Sports
Council: ask him to discuss their agreement with elements of your latest gun proposals. He may
ask Georgia Nichels, VP & General Counsel, O F Mossberg (largest shotgun manuf) and Ed
Shultz, President and CEO, Smith and Wesson to comment.

Sarah Brady: ask her to comment.

Others available to comment Atlorney General Janet Reno

Gun Indusiry:

Paul Jannuzzo, VP & General Counsel, DHock Inc,

Honorable Bill Brewster, President, R, Duffy Wall & Associates

{.aw Enforcement:

Steve Young, National Vice-President, Fratemal Order of Polive (FOP)
Judge Alan Page, Assocute Justice, Minnesota Supreme Court

Mayor Sharon Sayles Belton

‘The Respounsibility of the Entertainment and Internet Communities {40 minutes);

Next YOU should steer the discussion towards the responsibilities of the entertainment
and internet communities. YOU should call on zach of the following:

fnternet:
Steve Case, Chairman and CEO, Amertea On-Line: ask him to describe AQL's
new ¢fforts 10 empower parents.

Eric Heydenberk, Conflict Resolution Program, Strayer Middle School,
Quakertown, PA: Ask him to describe the conflict resolution web site he is
building.

Television/V chip:
Leslie (“Les”) Moonves, President, CBS Television: praise hum and Iger for
voluntary raungs system.

Bob Iger, Chairman, ABC Group and President, Walt Disney International

William Kennard, Chairman, Federal Communications Commussion: ask him to
describe the FCC's V-Chip project.

" Drew Altman, P:eszécnt and CEQ, Kaiser Foundation: agk hum to describe their
v-chip project.



YGU may also call on one or more of the following:

Motion Pictures:
Jack Valenti, President, Motion Picture Association of America

Audrew Shue, Actor, Founder, Do Something Foundation |
Also available for comment:

Drecker Anstvom, President, Nasional Cable Televigion Association
Edward Fritts, President, National Association of Broadcasters

Video Games:

Daug Lowenstein, President, Interactive Digital Software Asseciation;
Music!

Gloria Estefan, Recording Artist

Also available for comment:
Hilary Rosen, President and CEQ, Recording Industry Artists Association

At this point, you may want to parents to respond: Call on cither Giany Markell,
President-Eleci of the Parents-Teacher Association or Pam Eakes, President and Founder,
Mothers Against Violence

And a faith leader: Monsignor Thomas McDade, Secretary of Education, US Catholic
Conference '

Other faith-based leaders available:

Dr. Prema Mathai-Davis, CEQ, YWCA of the USA

Abraham Foxman, Director, Anti-Defamation League

Reverend Eugene Rivers, Co-Chair, National Terns Pomt Leadership Feundation

Call on Congressman Gephardt and Senator Browaback to respond.

“The National Campaign (with 30 rminutes remaining):

‘;’{3‘(} should ask El Segal to describe how the Welfare to Work Parinership was formed
and how it has worked successfully.



YOU shouid ask participants for suggestion or ideas about how a national
campaign against youth violence could work and what they might contribute. ' YOU may call on
several of the following:

Roxanne Spillett, President, Boys & Girls Clubs of America

Sandra Feldman, President, American Federation of Teachers

Bob Chase, President, National Education Association

Mary Ellen Maxwell, President, Nationa! School Board Association

Wancy Dickey, President, American Medical Association

Sam Saba, Executive Director, Nationai Assoc. of Elementary Schoot Principals

Dr. Prema Mathai-Davis, CEQ, YWCA of the USA
Abraham Foxman, Director, Anti-Defamation League
Reverend Eugene Rivers, Co-Chair, National Ten Point Leadership Foundation

You may at this point want to ask Maya Angelou for her views,

Gavernor Roy Romer, Chairman, Policy Advisory Coman., The Ad Council, Inc.: ask
him about the Ad Council's new campaign on youth viclence.

Closing:

YOU should thank participants and invite them to stand with you in the Rose Garden
during vour brief remarks to the press immediately following the discussion.

Rose Garden Statemenis:

YO will be announced into the Rose Garden, accompanied by the Vice President, The
First Lady and Mrs. Gore. Participants will be on stage behind you.

YOU will make brief remarks, followed by the First Lady, Mrs. Gore and last, the Vice
President, who will close.



" CHILDREN, VIOLENCE AND RESPONSIBILITY
--The Cilinton-Gore Administration Record --

GIVING PARENTS THE TOOLS THEY NEED TO PROTECT THEIR CHILDREN

Giving Families A New Tool — A Content-Based Television Ratings System. Striving to protect children
from violence and adult content on television, the President and Vice President gamered a breakthrough
agreement from the television indusiry 10 ¢reate @ content-based voluntary ratings system. The new system
went into ¢ffect October 1, 1997, giving parents the information they need to determine iF TV shows are
appropriate for viewing by their children and o identify which programs they may want 1o block from their
homes through screening technology {the V.chipl. The voluntary rating system includes age- and content-
based ratings. '

Helping Parents Control What Comes Into Their Livinz Room with the V-Chip. Four vears ago, the
President Clinton and the Vice President used the Family Policy Conference in Nashviile ta call for V-chip
legislation - to give parents new tools to heip them screen out television programs that are not it for their
kids. Under strong leadership from the White House, the following year saw Congress enact the * ;
Telecommunications Act of 1996 which included V-chip legislation. Now, by Janudry 2000, all new
televisions are scheduled to include this screening technology.

Hosting the White House Conference on Children’s Television. In July 1996, the President ard Vice
President convened the White House Conference on Children’s Television to improve and expand educational
television for chitdren. Conference participants included parents, industry representatives, advocates, experts
and advertisers. At the Conference, the elevision mdustry joined with the President and agreed to air more
educational and instructional children’s shows.

Encouraging More Educational Television. At the President’s urging, the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) adopted clear and conerete rules to encourage the development and promotion of TV
programming that would be both welcomed by parents and watched by children, The rules require three
hours of regularly scheduled, haif-hour weekly educational and instructional programming as a requirement
for license venewai, ‘

Promoting a “Family Friendly” Internet. The President and Vice President have worked to make
cyberspace a safe place for children. The Administration has enlisted the assistance of numerous
stakeholders, including industry leaders, teachers, parents, Intemnet users and librarians to work towards the
creation of a “family friendly” Internet. The Administration’s three part strategy includes: (1} industry
commitments to provide blocking, filtering and labeling technology for use by parents and teachers using the
"Net; 2) effective enforcement of existing laws; and 3) increased parental awareness and invelvement. This
strategy is designed io give parents and teachers the fools they need to prevent children from getting access ©
inappropriate material on the Internet, and to guide them towards high-quality educational resources.

Keeping Children Safe on the laternet with the Parents’ Protection Page. Recently, the Vice President
announced the parents” protection page, an imporiant new commitment by 15 of the country’s premier
Internel companies 1o give parents the resources they need to protect their children from inappropnate
material on the Internet. The parents' protection page, which will be available for use by July 1999, will
provide parents with the tools and knowledge © supervise and guide their children’s online activities. In
. addition to giving parents blocking, filtering and monitoring tools, this page includes information for parents,
teachers and children on how to report crime or other troubling activity enline. The parents’ protection page
also can serve as a guide to finding the vast array of high quality educational materials online.




FROMOTING SCHOOL SAFETY

Creating 3 New Federal Response for Violent Deatbs in Schools. President Clinton has proposed §12
million in his FY 2000 budget for Schoot Emergency Response to Violence -~ ar Project SERY w to help
schools and local communities respond 10 school-related viclent deaths, such as those that sccurred last
school year in Jonesboro, Arkansas; Paducah, Kentucky; Pearl, Mississippt; and Springfield, Oregon.
Developed with snput from local officials and educators in these and other communitics, Project SERY
wiil enable the Federal government to assist local communities in much the same way that the Federal
Emergency Management Agency {FEMA) assis(s in response 1o natural disasters,

Hiring School Resource Officers, Targeting Assistance to Schools with Serious Crime Problems. To
help give schools with crime problems the toois they need to put the security of our children first, at the
White House Conference on School Safety, the President announced a new 365 millios initiative to hire up
o 2,000 community pehice and School Resource Officers 10 work in schools -~ and to train police,
edducators and cther members of the community to help recognize the early warning signs of violence. The
President recently announced the first installment of the initiative; this funding will aHow an additional
6§00 School Resource Officers to serve in 336 communities across the country,

Forging School-Based Partnerships Between Schools and Law Enforcement, Under the School-Based
Partmerships grant program, the Clinfon Administration released $16.4 million in grants to 155 law
enforcement agencies in September 1998. The School-Based Partnerships grants will be used by policing
agencies to work with schools and community-based organizations to address crime at and around schools.
This imitiative emphasizes using principles of community pelicing and problem-solving methods to
address the causes of school-reluted crime. The grants will help forge or strengthen partnerships between
local law enforcernent and schools to focus on school crime, drug use and discipline problems,

Launching s Communitv-Wide Response to School Safety and Youth Violence. To help communities
throughout the country promote a coordinated, comprehensive response fo school safety, the President
launched a new Safc Schoolg/Healthy Students initiative designed to help 50 cities develop and implement
community-wide school safety plans, In Apoil 19599, the Departments of Justice, Education, and Health and
Human Services announced that they will provide aver $180 million this year, and a total of $380 million |
over three years through the Initiative for communities to fund comprehensive school safety plans that
include anti-fruancy initiatives, mentoring, mental health services, conflict resolution programs, school
resource officers, and more - helping to promote healthy development and to prevent youth violence
before it ocours. Communities will kave until June 1, 1999 (o apply for the funds.

Helping to Make All Schools Safe, Disciplined and Drug-Free. In 1994, President Clinton expanded the
Dirug-Free Schools Act into the Safe and Drug-Free Schools Act, making violence prevention a key part of
this program. Safe and Drug-Free Schools currently provides support for violence and drug prevention
programs t¢ 97 percent of the nation’s schoot districts. At the White House Conference on School Safety,
President Clinton announced his plan for a significant overhaul of this nearly $600 miliion Safe and Drug-
© Free Schools and Communities Program. Under the President’s propesal, schools will be required to adopt
. rigorous, comprehensive school safety plans that include: tough, but fair, discipline policies; safe passage
to and from schools; effective drug and violense policies and programs,; annual school safety and drug use
report cards; Jinks to after school programs; ¢fforts to involve parents; and crisis management plans.

Responding to the Early Warning Signs of Troubled Youth. President Clinton directed the Secretary of
Education and the Attomey General 16 develop a guide {6 help teachers and principals identify and respond
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1 the early waming signs of troubled youth that can lead to school viclence. In August 1998, the
Departments of Justice and Education released Early Warning, Timelv Response: A Guide to Safe Schools,
This guide provides schools and communities with information on how to identify the early warning signs
and take action steps to prevent and respﬁ}nd to school violence. More than 200,000 copies of the guide
have been distributed, and additional copies may be obtained through the websites of the Departments of
Education and Justice.

Providing Safe After-Schosl Opportunities for More than a Milllon Children a Year. Last year
(FY98), the 215t Century Commmumity Leaming Centers program was expanded to $200 million. This

funding is already supporting hundreds of school-based after-school programs in rural and vrhan schools in
44 states and the District of Columbia, including weekend and summer programs. This year, the President
proposed fo triple this initiative - to 3600 million - fo provide safe and educational afer-school
opportunities for up to 1.1 million school-age children in communities across the country. In addition, the
Education Department released a report in June 1998, ttled Safe and Smart: Muking the After-School
Hours Work for Kid. This report shows that after-school programs can lower juvenile grime and improve
academic performance. Safe and Smart was sent W every school district in the country,

Targeting Young People with a National Youth Anti-Drug Media Campaign. In July 1998, Prf:szdczzz
Clinton faunched the national expansion of the Anti-Drug Media Campaign first proposed in the (997 -
national drug control strategy. The S-year, 82 billion campaign (which includes private sector maiching
contributions) 15 designed 1o let teens know - when they tum on the television, lisien o the radio, or surf
the "Net -- that drugs are dangerous, wrong and ¢an Kill vou,

KEEPING GUNS AWAY FROM YOUTH

Won Passage of the Brady Bill. Since laking effect in 1994, the Brady Law has helped to prevent over a
quarter of s million felons, fugitives, stalkers, and other prohibited purchasers from buying handguns. In
November 1998, the National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS) took effect under the
Brady Law, allowing access t¢ a fuller set of records that law enforcement officials can use to conduct
checks of al! prospective gun purchases - not just for handguns. To date, NICS has conducted over 3.4
million background checks on gun purchasers, and the FBI hag stopped over 36,000 tllegal gun sales.

Banned the Manufacture aad Imporiaton of 19 of the Deadliest Assault Weapons. The 1994 Violent
Crime Control and Law Enforcement Ast barned 19 of the deadliest assault weapons and their copies,
while specifically protecting more than 50 legitimate sporting weapons. Cop-killing assault weapoens, like
the Uzi, are the weapons of choice for drug dealers and gangs - not huunters and sportsmen. A recent
Justice Departiment study found that the 1994 assault weapon ban contributed to a decrease in criminal use
of the banned guns and a reduction in the overall gun murder rate.

Cracking Down on Illegal Gun Trafficking with the Youth Crime Gun Interdiction Initiative. In
1996, President Clinton 1aunched the Youth Crime Gun Interdiction Initiative (YOGI) in 17 cities to help
trace ¢rime guns to their source, as well as identify and arrest the adults who traffic firearms to children.

. Owver the past two years, the President has expanded the YCGII initiative to 37 cities ATF agents have
gonducted more than 200,000 crime gun traces for local law enforcement. Last year alone, ATF initiated
over 300 Investigations in these cities, which involved over 3,300 illegally trafficked firearms.
Additionally, ovet the last two years the President has propased hiring more than 280 new Bureau of
Alzohol, Tobacco, and Firearms (ATF) agents and more than 40 new Federal prosecutors to arrest gun
traffickers and violent criminals, and crack down on illegal gun sales.
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Requiring Child Safety Locks for Handguns. Child safety locks and other safety devices can reduce the
unauthortzed use of handguns, by a chuld at play or a teen looking 1o commit a ¢rime. Many vouth have to
look no further than theiwr own home (o get their hands on a gun: an estimated one-third of al
privately-owned handguns are left both loaded and unlocked. In March 1997, the President signed a
directive to every Federal agency, requiring child safety locking devices with all handguns issusd to
Federal law enforcement officers. And, i an historic agreement, eight major gun manufacturers followed
the President’s lead and have voluntarily agreed to provide child safety locking devices with al] their
handguns.

Signed inte Law the Youth Handgun Safety Act. In 1994, President Clinton signed into faw the Youth
Handgun Bafety Act, which generally banned the possession of handguns or handgun amrmunition by
juveniles under the age of 18, and made it a Federal offense for adults to rransfer handguns to juveniles,
with limited exceptions. In 1997, the President directed the Treasury Department o require that signs be
posted on the premises of Federal firearms licensees and that wnitten notification be issued with each
handgun sold to non-licensees to help ensure compliance with the Youth Handgun Safety Act,

Enforcing Zero Tolerance for Guas and Other Weapons in Schools. In October 1994, President
Clinton signed into law the Gun-Free Schools Act, requiring school districts to expel students who bring
guns to school. The President issued a Presidential Directive later that month to enforee the “Zero -
tolerance” policy for guns in schools, consistent with the Gun-Free Schools Act. In school year 1996- 97,
the U.S. Department of Education cstimates that, under zero tolerance policies, 6,093 smdents were
expelled from public schools for bringing a firearm to school.

Introduced the Youth Gun Crime Enforcement Act. The President recently announced new legislation
to strengthen the Brady Law and the assault weapons ban, restrict access 1o guns by our youth and crack
down on illegal gun traffickers. The President’s proposed bill will: (1) raise the age of the youth handgun
ban from 18 1o 21 years of age; (2} ban youth possession of semi-automate assault rifies: (3) prohibit
violent juveniles from ever owning guns; (4) require child safety locking devices for guns; (8) reduce
illegal gun nunning by limiting the purchase of handguns to no maore than one per month; (6} halt the
importation of large capacity ammunition magazines; (7) require Brady background checks for the
purchase of explosives and at gun shows; and (8) help law enforcement trace more crime guns to their
SGUITe.
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Final §5/09/99 6:45pm
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
OPENING REMARKS
AT THE WHITE HOUSE STRATEGY SESSION
ON CHILDREN, VIOLENCE AND RESPONSIBILITY
THE EAST ROOM
May 10, 1999

F'wani to welcome evervone here to the White House, and to thank you for coming to our
Strategy Session on Children, Violence, and Responsibility. This is a diverse and impressive
group: parents and children, teachers and religious leaders, law enforcement and government
officials, gun manufaciurers and sportsmen, and representatives of the entertainment industry.
The Vice President, Tipper, Hillary and | wanted to bring together so many sectors of society for
a simple reason: because America’s children deserve safe childhoods.

On Friday, [ announced thal we would launch a national campaign lo prevent youth
violence « a grass-roots ¢ffort o involve all Americans, from every community and all walks of
life, in protecting our children from violence, 1 hope the ideas generated here will lay the
groundwork for that campaign, and help us 1o find common ground and concrete solutions.

We're not here to debate who takes the blame, but to show who takes responsibility. |
want to be sure that the government conunues to do its part. In the wecks to come, I hope to
work with Congress to pass legislation that makes our schools and streets safer, and keeps guns
out of the wrong hands. Today, I am also directing the Surgeon General to conduct a ground-
brouking study -~ the first report in more than a decade on youth violence and its causes. This
report will infuse our cfforts with a new urgency and understanding.

Many af you are already siepping forward and stepping up to your responsibility, [am
pleased, first of all, that the gun manufaciurers represented here today have expressed support for
several mportant gun measures we proposed here at the While House two weeks ago. Together,
we have found common ground on some common-sense measurcs: banning violent juventles
from buying guns tor life; raising the uge for handgun-ownership from 18 to 21; closing the gun
show loophole so criminals ¢an’t buy guns, holding reckless parents responstble for giving
children access to guns; and reducing iHlegal gun trafficking by helping law enforcement irace
weapons used i erimes, | commend the gun manufacturers here today for taking responsibility,

Others have agreed to do their part. A few years ago, through the Viee President’s
leadership, we were able o put in place a voluntary ratings system for television. Les Moonves,
the head of CBB5, and Bob [ger, the head of ABC, have led the way by putling their natworks
behind this effort; and they are here today, This year, half the new TV sets sold in America will

comain the V-Chip, which parents can use to protect their children from violent programming,

!



Today, the FCC is announcing a V-Chip Task Force to make sure that next year, every new set
contains the V-Chip; and the Kaiser Family Foundation is announcing a massive new public
education campaign to make sure parents know about it and how to use it. Also, following this
mecting, Kaiser and the Ad Council will produce a campaign of anti-violent ads called “Talking
with Kids About Tough Issues.”

I am encouraged by all these efforts; and [ hope everyone here will talk about the ways
we can, logether, live up to our responsibility to create a safe future for our children. 1’'m looking
forward to hearing your ideas. I’m especially interested to hear what these young people have to
say.
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[ SUPPLEMENTAL

JackfLarry said they will have an update but that 1ts generally been slow over the
werkend,

f YOUTH, VIOLENCE, RESPONSIBILITY MEETING

The Republicans will be introducing their juvenile justice proposal this week. And, we
have our erime amnouncemoent on Wednesday, Larry wants 1o discuss how we spring board from
Monday to Wednesday and make the most of roday’s event, Bruce may also have some last
minute issucs to discuss.

HI. Social Secunty/Ways & Means Mocting

We have a meeting with the President on Wednesday and the President has a meeting
with the House Ways and Means Committee Democrats on Thursday. Gene had 2 meeting on
Friday (o discuss options for the Presiient o consider. We should have a discussion either today
or tormorrow about how to proceed. Gene is even more convinced that we need to pul a social
securlty plan out.

IV. China

A great deal has happen, This may not be the megting to discuss the status and how best
to proceed but Larry and GERE aF¢ interested m knowimyg how to proctcd on the LonLTossionT
andeconomic front-«1f al air; ——

it
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PRESIDENT AND MRS, CLINTON, VICE PRESIDENT AND MRS. GORE
HOST STRATEGY SESSION ON
CHILDREN, VIOLENCE AND RESPONSIBILITY
Monday, May 13, 1999

Today, the President lod a strategy meeting to discuss the problem of youth violence and develop
a strategy lor a national campaign to address this problem. The meeting included a broad cross-
section of Americans including parents and children, teachers and religious leaders, law
enforcement and government officials, gun manufacturers and sportsmen, and representatives of
the entertainment industry. The President announced several initiatives to address the problem of
youth violence including a Surgeon General’s Report on Youth Violence, gun industry support
for gun legistation in five Important areas, and public and private commitments to ensure the
effective implementation of the ¥V.Chip.

SURGEON GENERAL'S REPORT ON YOUTH VIOLENCE

Today, the 'resident announced that be is asking the nation's Surgeon General, Dr. David
Satcher, to prepare a fundmark report on youth violence -- the first such study on this subject in
more than # decade. This report will bring topether leading experts 1o review and evaluate
existing researsh, and build on the findings of the 1972 Surgeon General Report on Television
and Violence, as well as the 1983 Surgeon General's Workshop on Violence. Much is already
known aboul how to reduce and prevent youth vielence, but this report will add 1o the nation's
understanding in this field. It also will address media that have emerged since previous reports,
such as the Internet amd video games.

GUN INDUSTRY SHOWS SUPPORT FOR LEGISLATION IN FIVE KEY AREAS
Today, leaders in the fircarms industry announced their support for weorking out legisiation in
five areas. Specifically, the American Shooting Sports Ceuncil {ASSC), the gun indusiry’s trade
association in Washington, which represents 350 firearms manufacturers and distributors around
the country, refeased a statement supporting legislation in five areas;

. Closing the pun show losphole on Brady background checks. The Treasury
Depariment estimates that 25-50 percent of the sellers al gun shows are unlicensed and
sell guns without the benelit of a background check. As a result, gun shows can pravide
a forum for itlegal firearms sales and gun trafficking.  The President has proposed
backpround checks, based on the existing Brady law, for fircarms transferred at gun
shows.

. Extending the Brady Law fo violent juveniles. Although vielent youth convicted in
adult courts are barred from owning firearms as adults, the same 18 not true for youth
convicted of scrious violent crimes in juvenile courl, The President has proposed
permanently banning ail violent juveniles from buying guns -~ so that they cannot
purchase a gun on their 21st birthday. ’
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. Raising the age of the youth handgun ban to 21 years of age. Federal law generally
bans the possession of handguns by juveniles under the age of 18, and prohibits federal
gun dealers from selling firearms to anyone under 21 years of age. However, it is
perfectly legal for 18-20 vear-olds to possess handguns or o buy them from unlicensed
scliers - even though law enforcement trace more crime guns to 18 and 19 year-olds than
all other age groups. The President has proposed raising the legal age of handgun
ownership from 18 to 21 vears, while maintaining current exemptions for employment,
hunting, target shooting, ranching and military service.

. Heolding adults responsible for child access to gons. Child Access Prevention (CAP)
laws promote gun safety and responsibility by holding adults responsible if they allow
children easy access to fircarms and ammunition. The President has proposed imposing
felony penalties on adults who knowingly or recklessly allow a child to have access (0 a
gun that is later used to cause death or injury.

. Helping Iaw enforcement to trace more fircarms used in crimes. QOver the past 2
years, the President has expanded comprehensive crime gun tracing to 37 cities — helping
them to trace all crime guns to their source, to identify illegal gun markets, and to crack
down on gun traffickers. Last year, ATF initisted over 300 investigations in thess cities,
which involved over 3,300 illegally trafficked firearms. The President has proposed
expanding comprehensive (racing nationwide, slarting by doubling the program to 75
cities.

MAKING THE V-CHIP WORK

The V-Chip is a device that allows parents to block television programming they consider
inappropriate {or their children. President Clinton and Vice President Gore Jed the successful
fight for legislation that requires the V-Chip be instatied in all new television sets sold beginning
January 1, 20080, At today's strategy session the President announced two new mitigtives o
make sure the V-Chip becomes a usefuli tool for parents,

» V-Chip Task Force. To ensure that the V-Chip law is implemionted effectively, the Federal
Communications Commission (FCCY will establish a V-Chip Task Force. The Task Force
will: (1) ensure the V-Chip requirement is enforeed promptly and comprehensively; (23
promote parental awareness about the V-Chip and work closely with organizations sharing
this goal; (3) encourage adoption of a standard label identifying television sets that contain

the V-Chip and; (4) study the use of the V-Chip and evaluale the effectiveness of the
industry's ratings system, FCC Chairman Witlism Kennard has appointed Commissioner
Gloria Tristani to chair the Task Force.

s The V-Chip Survey and Education Project. According 10 o survey released today by the
Kaiser Foundation, while many parents (77%) say they want (0 use the V.Chip, less than

four out of ten parents (39%) has ever seen information on how the system works. The

Kaiser Foundation and the Cenier for Media Education announced today a major pational
effort to educate parents about the V-Chip TV ratings sysiem. The educational campaign
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will include free booklets for parents on how the V-chip TV ratings system works, The free
parent information will be available through a toll-free telephone number and will be
promoted through partnerships with TV manufacturers, retailers, parents’ organizations,
newspapers, and ielevision stations,

A NATIONAL CAMPAIGN TO PREVENT YOUTH VIOLENCE

Recognizing that vouth violence is a problem that government cannot solve alone, the President,
the First Lady, the Vice President and Mrs. Gore called for a national campaign to reduce youth
vielence. This campaign will work with all sectors of our saciety — the media, education groups,
parents, religious leaders, and young people ~ to focus on this problem, find what’s working,
spread it to new communities, while also heiping to ensure that the media sends the right
message to our children.

This campaign is modeled after two extremely successful efforts launched by the Clinton
Administration. Four years ago, the President asked for a national campaign 1o reduce teen
pregnaney. Today, under the leadership of Governor Tom Kean, former governor of Now Jersey,
and now the President of Drew University, that campaign s playing an important rofe in
reducing teen pregnancy rates nationwide. Twe years ago, the President ealled for a national
effort by businesses to hire people off welfare, to make sure the welfare reform effort would
work. Today, under the leadership of Eli Segal, the Welfare to Work Partnership has grown to
10,000 companies that have helped move more than 40,000 people from the welfare rolls to the
job rolls.
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STRATEGY SESSION ON CHILDREN, VIOLENCE AND RESPONSIBILITY
Monday, May 10, 1999 - 10:00 am
White Houge - Business - East Appointments Gate
{60 Total Participants)

THE PRESIDENT AND FIRST LADY
THE VICE PRESIDENT AND MRS, GORE

O, Drew Altmar; President & CEQ, The Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation

Ds. Maya Angelou; Professor and Poat

¥ir. Decker Anstrorn: Prasident, Natipnal Cable Television Association

Mr. Jonsthan Barneil; Professor of City andg Reglons! Planning, Usniversity of Pennsylvania

Dr. Cari Bell; Prasident & CEQ, The Community Mentsl Health Councli and.
Profassor of Poyohdatry and Public Health, University of Hllinols, Chicago

Hon. Bharon Savies Beltan; Mayor of the Clty of Minnesapolis

Mrs. Sarsh Brady: Chaiv, Handgun Control, Ing. and The Center to Prevent Handgun Viclence
Hon. Bill Brewster; President, R, Dully Wall & Azsocistes and Board Member, NRA
Hon. {Sen) Sam Brownback; Rikansss

Ms. Shane Cambrongro; City Year Staff Member and Former Americorps Mamber

Mr. Steve Case; Chairman srd CBD, America Online

Mr. Robert Chass; Prasiden:, National Education Association

Dr. Nancy Wilson Dickey; Presidant, American Medical Association

Hon. {Rep.} Jennifer Dunn; B/Washington

Mrs. Pamela Eakes; President and Founder, Motharg Against Violencs in America

Ms. Gloria Estefan; Recording Artist

Ms. Sandy Faldman; Presidant, Amaerican Federation of Teachers

Mr. Abraham H. Foxman, National Diractor, Aoti-Dafamation League

Mr. Eddie Fritts; President & CED, National Agsociation of Broadcasters

Dr. James Garharino; Co-Director, Family Life Development Center, Cornefl University
Hon. (Rep.) Richard Gaphardt; D/Missousi

8ir. Tarrance Gray; Student/Pesr Mediator, T.C. Willams High School, Alexandria, VA
Mr, Eric Heydenberk: Student/Conflict Resoiution Program, Straver Middle Schowd, Suakariown, PA
Mr, Robart A, iger; Chairman, ABC Group argd Progident, Walt Digney Interaational
Mir. Paul Jannuzzo; Vice President and General Counsel, GLOCK, nc,

Hon. Wiliam Kennard; Chairman, Federal Communications Commission

Mr. Douglas Lowaenstein; President, interactive Digital Softwars Associntion

i May 6, 1999 25 tam)
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Ms. Ginny Markell; President-Elect, National PTA
Dr. Prema Mathai-Davis; CEQ, YWCA of the U.S.A.
Ms. Mary Ellen Maxwell; President, National School Boards Association

Gen. Barry McCaffrey; Director, Office of National Drug Control Policy

Monsignor Thomas McDade; Secretary of Education, United States Catholic Conference

Mr. Leslie Moonves; President and CEQD, CBS Television

Ms. Maria Montiel; Student/Peer Mediator, T.C. Williams High School, Alexandria, VA

Ms. Gaorgia Nichols; Vice President and General Counsel, O.F. Mossberg.& Sons, Inc.

Hon. Alan C. Page; Associate Justice, Minnesota Supreme Court
Hon. John Podasta; Chief of Staff to the President

Dr. Robert S, Pynoos,; Professor of Psychiatry, Neuropsychiatric Institute and
Director, UCLA Trauma Psychiatry Service

Hen. Bruce Reed; Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy

Hon. {Sen.) Harry Reid; D/Nevada

Hen. Janet Reno; Attorney General, United States

Mr. Robert A. Ricker; Executive Director, American Shooting Sports Council
Hon. Richard W. Riley; Secretary of Education

Rev. Eugene F. Rivers Ill; Co-Chair, National Ten Point Leadership Foundation

Gov. Roy Romer; Chairman, Policy Advisory Committee, The Advertising Council, Inc.

Ms. Hilary B. Rosen; President and CEO, Recording Industry Association cf America

Hon. Kenneth L. Salazar; Attorney General, State of Colorado

Dr. Samuel G. Sava; Executive Director, National Association of Elementary School Principals

Hon. Eli J. Segal; President and CEOQ, Welfare to Work Partnership
Hon. Donna E. Shalala; Secretary of Health and Human Services
Mr. Andrew Shue; Founder, Do Something Foundation

Mr. Ed Shultz; President and CEQ, Smith and Wesson

Ms. Roxanne Spillett; President, Boys & Girls Clubs of America
Hon, Jack Valenti; Chairman and CEO, Motion Pictura Association s

Ms. Simonna Woodson; Student/Peer Mediator, Arsenal Tech High School‘

Lt. Steve Young, National Vice President, Fraternal Order of Police

2 May 10, 1999 (8:51am)
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