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Reducing Violence in tbe Lh'es of Children 

December Z9, 1998 


Today, P:-esiden: Cintor. will launch a new Children EXposed to Violence Initiative (CEV!) 
des:gned t? prevent violence against children and Improve the way lhe Justice sysle~ deals with 
cr.:Jcrcn w~o az-e victims of or witnesses to violence. CEVI will include four cornp0':1ents: (1) 
refo:m;ng state and federal laws to provide swift and certain punishment fo: those who commit 
ch:ld abus~ and neglect; (2) improving the way the jastlce system treats childreil who are the 
..:ictims of)or witnesses 10, acts of vio!en~e; (3) strengthening local prevention and intervention: 
programs ~irected towards children exposed to violence; and (4} increasing pl:blic awareness of 
this seriouS: problem through a National Summit next May. To get this new effort underv.'ay. the 
President til! announce the availability of510 mi1li~n:n "Safe Start" grants from {he Justice 
Department to help up to !2 cities reduce the impact-of violence on young children. 

Tbe Need fQr ActiQU 

Too maoy:child victims. The Depar:men! of Health and HUman Services found tbat in 1996. 
lr.Jee millior: cnildre:1 we:e r:1a;!reated or abused, Recent Department of Justice statistics show 
that last year, 2.8 million adolescents (12 to 17 vear~olds) were victims of violent crime and 
another 9~ilEon witnessed serious violence ~- ~ith nearly 2 million of these teenagers $;Jffering 
from sornejkind ofposHraumatic stress disorder. 

ChHd victims more at risk to become offenders. Children who are abused or neglected are far 
:nore likely than other children to become criminals themselves. These children are more than 
50 percent imore likely to be arrested while ajuvenile, a.nd nearly 40 percent more likely to be 
arrested. for a violent crime when they become adul~s, They are also 33 percent more likely to , 
be:::ome substance abusers, 

What CEVI Will DQ 

Reform Laws Dealing witb Child Victims and Witnesses, The Justice Department, in 
consultation with the states, will propose federal legislation that would {I) amend federal , 
homicide statutes by making child abuse offenses predicates for felony murder and defi:.iing 
murder to include the death of a child resulting from a pattern of child abuse, and (2) provide a 
sentencing enha.'1cernent whenever a violent crime prohibited by federal law is committed b the 
p:-esence of a child. The Department also wili work with States to develop simBa: mode! 
!egislatio:'l and to p:.n in place additional refonns that will anow children:o test:fy through closed. 
circuit teleyiston, :imjt the number of interviews to which a child can be subjec:ed, and allow 
chiidren to use testimonial aids and have an adult present when testifying in coun. 

Improve Justice System Response. CEVI will improve the way participants in the justice 
system treat child victims and witnesses by provid~ng the information and training necessary to 
prevent "se:condary victimization." The Justice Depamnent wiU'Jse approximately 512 million 
in current funding to produce and distribute si'ecialized training videos, best practice manuals, 
and other inAhe~field user guides -- S:lch as:he gu:de or: Forming a Ml1lridisdplinary Team to , 



.. 

lnvesligate Child Abuse released by the lustice Depanmem today.~ to law enforcement agents, 
prosecuto.-s. vi~tim and witness coordinators, and court personnel. Under this new ir.itiative, the 
;ustice Departr;:ent also will work with state and local law enforcem:m to use C~ild Dea1h. 
Review Teams to investigate suspicious child fatalities; expand child victims' assistance 
programs; help create "Court Schools," which Serve to acclimate children to the courtroom 
setting~ and develop other similar programs, 

Strengthen Prc\'eotioD and Intervention, CEVI wi!! assist states and localities to develop 
prevention and'intervention initiatives focusing 0:) chi!dren exposed to violence, These' 
initiatives, often involving partnerships between law enforcef':le:n officers and other communily· 
members, will provide services and support to children and pror:lOte parent education. One 
example is the New Haven Child Developme:ntlCormnunity Policing (CD~CP) program, a 
partnership between the New Haven Police Department and the Yale University Child Study 
Center that coordinates the work of law enforcement' and mental health professionals in 
responding to child:en in violent situations. Today, the President will announce the avallability 
of510 million ~n "Safe Start" g:ants to help up to 12 more cities·promote and build on proven 
initiatives like the New Haven CD·CP, 

I 
Increase PUbHc Awareness. The Department of Justice wiH sponsor a National Summit on 
Children Expo~ed to Violence in May, with the Department of Health and Human Services, law 
ehfo:-cemenr organizations. child advocacy .and media organizations, govemors, county officials, 
r.:layors, legislators and prosecutors. The goal of the Surr.:·nit will be to bring toge:her expe~s in 
;aw enforcement. mental health, child development, domestic violence preventloa, and :e:ated 
fields to increase public awareness of this issue and discuss additional ameliorative effons. , 

'.. 




Ofr-,·ce o' _he 'yes ~• ~,. --- S ~eC:etlry 

Embargoed For Release Jamlary 2, 1998 
Until 10:06 A.M. EST 

FACT SHEET 

To ensure that America's Armed Forces are fully prepared :0 
maee t~e c~allenge$ of the next cent~rYI the ?resident w~ll 
propose in his next budget a long-te~m, sustained increase i~ 
defe:ose ·spending. In keepi:19 with his p::'ecge to wcri< '.... ith 
rd:"itary leaders to add.::ess the nation's defer;se needs, :1:e 
President has determined that additional resocrces are necessary 
:0 ;r,ai:"':tai:1 military readiness; procure r:lccierr. d:".d ef:ective . 
\4eapons: sys~er:ts; and to provide appropriat.e pay, be;:,e:':'t.s and 
qualicy of life improvement.s for our servicemen and. '.... erne;",. 

The President's defense budget for next vear, fiscal vear 
2000, will provide an additional $12 billion for readiness' needs 
through a combination of new spending and budgetary savings. 
This is the start of a six year effort to ensure that America's 
milita~y continues to be fully prepared to protect our naticnal 
interes'ts as the world l s most powerful fighting force. 

The ?resident 1 s FY 2000 budget will: 

lprovide si.qnificant i.ncreases for military readiness programs. 
In o!:'deir to enhance our military readin.ess -- to guarantee that 
ou!:' milJitary forces can respond fully at any ti:rte -- the 
Presidentfs budget will provide additional resources to: , 

, 
• Strengthen recruitment and retention programs; 

.. Improve unit "manning levels;# 

.. Increase and enhance training, unit operations and flight hour
,

programs; 
• 	 Provide' additional spare parts; 
• 	 coun~er emerging threats such as terrorism and the use of 

weap~ns of mass destruction. 

Suild for the futur6 by fund~nq weapons modernization proqrams . 
In order to insure that our arffied forces remain the best equipped 
in the world ir,to the :1ext cer,:.:ury f this budge:: wJ-11 p!:"ovide 
resources to begin paying for t~e flex:: generatic~ of weapons 
sys::ems, shi.ps and pla~es. The FY 2000 defer.se budget will 
provide resources :0: 

-more
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, 

I
• 	 v?grade! and :::eplace ag:.ng equlp:r,ent an':.l :,.,reapc::s 'Aii::; 7',e·,.:~=, 

more te~hnological:y advanced sy5~e~s, s~ch as survei:la~ce 
and tac:~i.-;al aircraft, -cdctl.Ca2. :n~ssile syste:tls, and nL!IT\'.'ee-s 
and o~he! ground vehicles; 

• 	 Integra:e cl.:.tting edge computer tec~::ology in;:o ba::tlef:eld 
....eapons and com.'T,unications sys\:err.si 

• 	 Cor.tir:u,e p:::ocurement of several ship classes, incl:..:di;,g JCG-51 
$l,egis destroyers and LPD-17 A,:nphibi.ous . Dock Shios ,:::ansoor~ . 
and advanced funding for new attack silbmarines and the :"'.ext 
nuclear: aircraft carrier; 

• 	 Support! key aircraft programs, including t~e f/A-!82/? Supe: 
Hornet,' F-22 Raptors and Joi;,.': St:::..ke Fighter; and ,

• 	 Develop; defense systems agai:-.st bct.~ thea:er a!",d st::ar::egic 
ballist~c missi:es. 

Take care iof our military men and women and their fa..:tnilies. Sy 
im;noving pay, ::ewarding performance and increasing ::::eti.::e!7lent 
benefits, the ?=esident' 5 budget provides J1..."nerica's serv:..cerr.en 
and wonen with the quality of life they deserve, These 
imp::ovements ..... ill help recruit talented you::g me:! and wc::.en, and 
will provide additional incenr::ive for :o~g-te::::!71 service. !he 
President';s b:.:dget will orovide additional reSO'.lrces to:, . 


I 

• 	 !ncreas¢ across-the-board pay by 4,4%; 
'" 	 Target 'additional pay raises to rewa::d performance as well as 

lonqevitv; 
• 	 Raise r~tire:nen;: benefi:s from 40% to 50% of base pay ror 

merr.bersl retir:'ng af':er 20 yea.:-s; 
.. 	 Improve! edu:::atio:1al proq=ams for military and eligible 

dependents, incl'..1ding constructlon and maintenance 0: schools 
and support :0:: the President's School Technology Initia:ive, 
wr:ic::-:' alms ::0 provide one computer for every fou:: st'Jde:-:t:s ar:d, 
~~. fO"1 every teacher. 

,, 
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Food Safety ill FY 2000 Budget Proposal 

President'Clinton will recommend increasing funds for food safety by S I 05 million •• o'r 12 
percent --; in his fiscal 2000 budget proposal. If enacted, the increase would result in a third year 
ofsignificant'g:rowth in government ef:orls 10 j)revent potentially deadly foodborne illness by 
putting into place a modem, sdence·based food safety system i:'tvolving improved inspection, 
surveiUance. research, and ecucation activities. The cew funds are to be shared by the 
Department of Agriculture (USDA). which would receive 565 million, and the Department of 
Health and Human Services. which would receive 540 million. 

, 
Improvh~g Domestic and International Food Safety Inspections 

i 

The Presl?ent's proposal would significantly expand inspections of domestic food products. 
New funds for the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), which protects tbe safety of all food 
products ~xcept meat and poultry, would enable the agency to use more than 60 new inspectors 
to inspect~ at least Once each year, every domestic manufacturer ofbgh-risk fooc products 
(generally, 'products that are not cooked by consumers). Currently. these manufacturers are 
inspected1every three to four years. Additional funds for USDA would pe:mit -,he broad 
expansion of its science-based. prevention~oriented meat and poultry i:lspecilon system, caCed 
Hazard Abalysis Critical Control Point (HACCP), which already has significantly reduced 
contamination in these food products. HAeCp is now in effect a1 the nation's 300 la:-gest r.1eat 
and poultry facilities. USDA would use the proposed new funds to introduce HACCP fl.: 2,700 
smaller plants (those employing 10 to 499 employees), which would mean that 90 percent of all 
meat and PO:lltry would be covered. 

The President's budget would also increase scrutiny of imported food products. Under the 
proposal, the FDA would more than double the number ofinspeclions conducted of foreign food 
processors. In addltion, FDA technical experts would work with food safety officials abroad to 
ensure th~t, thelr fOOd-growing, processing. and transportation systems meet high standards for 
safe production. The President wilt atso conti:lUe to push Congress to pass legislation enabling 
the FDA to cut off all imports from foreign countries whose food safety systems are not , . 
equivalent to those in tills country. 

Public Hlalth Research aDd Surveillance 
I, 

The President's FY 2000 budget proposal also includes a significant component for surveillance 
and rescafch activities. To help officials track pathogens back to their source avd prevent 
outbreaks lof foodbome illnesses from spreading, the Ce:1ters for D~sease Control (CDC) would 
use new t\tnds to almost double the nt.:mber of laboratories that do "DNA fingerprinting" of , . 
foodbome pathogens. FDA and USDA also would use new funds to expand research to develop 
more eff~tive ways of testing for and identifying dangerous contaminants such as Salmonella 
and Cycio,spora. 

A Record of Accomplisbment 



The President's proposal builds Of!. a strong record of actions to ensure that Amedcans ear the 
safest possithe food. Last year, the President proposed a S 101 million increase in food~safety 
fU:1ding. moire than $30 million of which was ultimately approved by Congress in the Ena! 
budget The Administration has put in piace improved safety standards for meat, poultry. and 
seafood products and has begun the process ofdeveloping enhanced standards. for fruit and 
vegetable juices. 
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PRESIDE:"T:CU:"rO:" ..1.:"0 YlCE PRESIOE:"T GORE C:"YEIL HISTORlC LO:"G-TER-\! 

CARE 1:"ITIA TlYE TO SCPPORT fA~!ILY C~REGI\'ERS A:'iD HELP ADDRESS GRO\\'I:"C 
! LO:'iC·TER-\IC~R£ :\EEDS 

Jatlu.lry-t 1999 

Today, Presidem'ClInton is unvei:ir:g an historic nev,' miriative to suppOrt :i.,menca:"ls with kmg.renn care 
needs and the millions of family members who care for them, This fout~part. 56.1 billion (over live 
years) initiative t~kes important s::eps lO address complex :ong~ierm care needs through- (I) an 
unprecedented S! ,COO tax c:-edt: that comper.sales. for fonna: or :nfOr.:l2t costs ... ~..r1'":encans of ali ages 
wtl.h :ong~terTI'. ciifC needs 0:- the famJiy caregi\-ers who support them: (2) a new :"i<uional Fain;!v 
Caregivers Support Program that prOVides D. range of critical services for caregivers such as respite. home 
care services, and infonnation and referral: (3) a natio:-ta! carr.paign to educai.e ~...1edicare beneficiaries 
about the programs' limiter.! coverage and how best to evaluate lon~v!erm care optiof:s: and (.n a proposal 
to have the federal govem.:ne:n serve as a model employer by offering quality private long·tenn (:lre 
insurance to Fed~ral employees al group rates. 

Ti"'.e P:-esident will be joined by Fi:'St Lady Hillary Rodharr. Ctinton. Secrela..-y R;.;bir.. Secreta..-y Sha:ala, 
Ilnd OP:v1 Director LaChance to unveH this initiative at the Vv1lite H:ouse. The Vice President and :--'1rs. 
Gore are participating from an adult day care center in California, one at" four states with model statewide 
famiiy caregiving resource programs, 

. 
\t1LUONS OFIAMER1C~'l/S HAVE LONG-TER.\! CAR-( :\EEDS 

• 	 More and more Americans have a range of long-term care needs. Over fhe million 
A.merican:s have 5ignifica.n~ limitations due to illness or disability a.'1d thus :-cqu:re long· term CJrc, 
Approximate!y two-thirds are older Americans. A!so, millions of adults a.tid a growIng number of , 
children ~ave long-term care needs because ofheahh conditions from birth or a chronic illness 
developed later b life. 

I 
• 	 The aging of Americans wiU onZy increase the need for quaHty long-term care options. The 

number of Americans age 65 years or older win double by 2030 (from 34.3 10 69,4 million). so 
that one in five Arnericans will be elderly. The number of people 85 years or older, nearly half of 
whom :1ced assista."lce with everyday activities. will grow even faster (from 4,0:08.4 mJ:ion}. 

;\oWLTI-FACETED INITIATIVE TO SUPPORT FA1111LY CAREGIVERS AND ADDRESS 
GROWING LONG TERM CARE NEEDS. The President is unveiling a four·pa..1 initiative tha: is 
designed to address the broad~based a..'1d varied long-renn care needs. It will: (l) provide immediate 
support and assistance for the mHUons of Americans who care for family members with major long-term 
care needs; (2) educate the eld~ly and people with disabHitjes about long-tean care issues and options; 
ar.d (3) promote new promis·ing strategy d;reCl!OnS for !ong~terrn care ?olicy for the cv.'enty-first century. 
The President is also asking the Vice President to host a series of forums around the nation to raise 
awareness about the need to support family caregivers and address lhe growing need for long-term care 
options. 

~mQre-



The "long-[e:1T1 care proposal being un\eiled today b:: lhe Presidl!:nt Jod \'ice Pres:riem mdudes: 

• 	 Supporting families wirhlong-Ierm care need~ through an hisloric $1.000 tax crtdit ThiS 
initiati~e, for [:he, firs.t time, aCk.r.OWledg~s a:1d supp~rts millions of Amen::-Jns with :ong-ter.n (':lIe 
needs or the fa:nIly mem~ers \.\'ho care ror Jnd house then ill Or disabled relarin!s lhro\..:if:n a 
S1,000 tax credit Tbis new tax cred:t suppOrtS the diverse needs of la:nilies bv co;npen~adno a 
wide :ange of fannal or infonnallong·term care for people of aH ages \vith thr'ee or mOre ::I 

limitations in activities of daily !lvlng (ADLs) or a comparable cognitive impairment. This 
propos~l. which suppOrtS rather than suppla:1ts family caregiving, would provide :lee:de:d 
financial support to abou:: 2 million Ar.1ericans, inch..:ding 1.1 million older Americar.s. over 
500,000 non-elderly adults. and approximately 250,000 chiidren, It cos:s $5.5 bi;lion over five 
years ard phases our beginning at S 110,000 for couples and S75,000 f~r un...narried taxpayers. 

CreatiJ g an unprecedented National Family Caregiver Support Ptogram. Recent studies 
have fo~nd ihat services like respite care can relie've caregiver s[[ess and aday nursing home 
er;:ry. and that suppOrt for farnilies of Alzheimer's disease patients can delay inst!tionalizo.;ion for 
as !ongias a year. This new nationwide program. :Jt:-ongly advocated by the Vice P:esident. 
would suppOrt families who care for elderly re;atives with chronic illnesses or dlsabllities bv 
enabling states to <:reate "one-stop-shops" that provide: quality respite ~are ane. other sup;on 
services; critical information abom community-based long-term services [hat best meet a 
familief needs; and counseling and suppOrt. such as teaching model approaches for caregivers 
that are: coping with new responsibilities and offering trair-lng for comp:ex care needs, such as 
feeding: rubes. This p;cgram, which costS $625 mUllan over five years, would 3ssis~ 
approximately 250,O()Q families r.ationwide, 

Launching a national campaign to educate Medicare benefi~iaries about the programs' limited 
coverage of longwterm care aDd bow best to evaluate tbeir options. Nearly 60 percent of Medicare 
benefjciaries are unaware that Medicare does not cover mOSt long-term care. and many do nOt know 
what long-ttrm care services would best meet their needs, ThlS $ID mii\ion na:io:1wide campaign wou:d 
provide all 39 million Medicare beneficiaries with critical information about long-term care options 
including: what i.ong-tenn care Medicare does and does not cover: how to find out about Medic31d 
long~term care coverage; what to look for in a quality private long-ferm care policy; and how to access 
information about home-and community-based care services that best fit benefIciaries' needs_ 

• 	 Having the Federa1 government serve as a model employer by offering qualil)' pri\'ate long
term care insurance to Federal employees. The President ~'i;l also call on Congress to pass a 
new proposal that allows OPM to use its market leve:-age and set a national example by of:erir:g 
non-subsidized, quality private long-tenn care insurance to aU federal employees, retirees, and 
their fainilies at group rates. This proposal. that costs S I5 million over five years, will provide 
employers a nationwide model for offering quality long.tenn care insurance, OPY! anticipates that 
approx~mately 300,000 Federal employees would participate:n this program, 

I 



PRESIDE:-'l CLI:-',O/i A:-'~Ol':-;CES l:'>lTlATlVES TO BREAK 

THE CYCLE OF CRL\l:E A:-'ll ORI:GS 


January 5. 1999 


Today. P:--e,sidem Clinton will ar.l'lOUnce significam budget i:lilial;ves to help break (he cycle oi 
crime and grugs. The President wi!! announce new resources to help Slales and locali{Ies 
systematically reSt, treal, and sanction drug-involved arft:nders·· including S215 mi!iion in his FY 
2000 budg~t prcposallo enforce "zero wlera:lce" for drug use by prisone::s, parolees, and 
probationers. 

A new Department of Justice report. also released today, shows lhat in 1997 more than three. 
q>Jane::s o(the nation' s prisoners reponed past drug use, more L.i)an haif rC(lorred using dr..:gs ;:1 the 
month before theIr offense. and one in si~ commined !:heir cr~mes" $.0 they could ?urc~,l.!:se d:--JES. , ' 
The Presid~m's iniIiative responds to these findings., 

Prisoner Drog {he. Today:he :ustice Departmect's B'Jreat1 of L.:stice Statistics v-i!I release a new 
study or. ?r~soner drug 'Jse {Substance Abuse Gnd Trealmenr. Stafe and Federal Prisoners, 1997;. 
Key findings regarding pnsoner drug use include: 

Vast majority of all prisoners report drug use. [n 1997. 83 percent of Slate prisoners 
and 7J per;::ent of federal priso:1ers reponed ?3St drug use ·~co(lsiderably r.1ore than !.he 21 
percent of state prisoners a:ld 60 percem of feeeral prisoners who are serving llme for drug 
offenses. In addition. 57,percent of state prisoners and 45 percent of federal prisoners 
reponed using drugs in the month. before their arrest. 

Many prisoners commit crimes to buy drugs or while on drugs. Nea:ly 20 percent of 
Slate prisoners and IS percem of federal irunatcs reponed commimng their offense to gel 
money \0 buy drugs. Thirty-three percent of State prisoners and 22 percent of federal ' 
prisoners were acrually under the i...'l.'luence of drugs at the lime of :.heir offense, 

Drug offenders b.ave long "rap sheets, U State prisoners serv;ng semer.ces for d:-ug 
offe'nses reported extensive cri.rnL.-ui histories: 76 percent had been prevlQusly sentenced to 
prison or probation: 54 percent were on probation or parole .at the time of their arrest; 45 
percent had tJuee or more prior sentences; and 23 percent had previously committed a 
viol~ru crime. Although federal drug offenders ge!1erally reponed ;ess seve;e ::riminal 
histories. 59 percent had prior criminal records. , 

, 
,Yew Resources for" Zero Tt>lemnce" Drug SJiper},ision, The President will announce measures 
to ensure th:at the criminal justice system operates to keep offenders drug-and crime-free: l t) 5215 
million ill his FY 2000 budget proposal~· an increase of about S100 million ~- to drug-lest a:-& 
treat more People under criminal. justice supervision; and (2) me avaitabiliry of about S120 mi!!ion 
already appropriated for FY 1999 to help make prisoners and parolees drug-free. 

I , 
(1) $215 million for the most comprehensive drug supervision ever. :-he PreSIdent'S FY 
2009 budget will include $2 i 5 milUon for drug supervision. induding an increase of about 
$100 million for a proposed new program to help stateS and l.ocalii!es implement tough new 
systems to drug~test, treat, and punish prisoners. parolees. and probationers. This initiauve 

·more



wil! e~su!"e !..:la! states fully implement [he comprehensi\'e ;>Jans to drug-iesl prisoners Jnd 
parol:*s that they are require~ by !aw"to submit to the J'JS!lCe Department. The irtili3t!\l,!' 
will also sL:ppon tl:e effortS or s.!a:es like \laryla:1d and Connectk:..:t:o be:;:in dru2: {eslim: 
probationers on a regular basis. The Presiden:"s FY 1000 budget also wiii include 550 ~ 
mllllort~·.an mcrease of 2.5 percer.t .• to expand the number of loca! drue cocm acd S65 
minion for residential dn:g t:eatmcm iz: state p~isons. 

, 
{1) About $120 milUon tbis year for drug-free prison initiatives. The President wiH 
arlJlou~ce L,e release of l...1e following grants to ensure ,hal stales fully implement :.heir 
compr·ehensive plans fOT prison drug testmg, treatment a:1.d sanel.ions: 

I, 
··Up t'o $50 million for prison drug testing and intervention, Toaav l~;e Justice 
Depa:-pncnt will reiease new guidance infofr.llng stares mat me:; can u;e up 10 !O perce:!t or 
their prison cons.truction r.:nds (V;olcnt Offender IncarcerationlTrulh-ln-ScOlencing gran:sl 
(0 drug-tes: B:1d ~reat prisoners and parolees .. LaSi year, Presidem Clinton called on 
Congress to give me sta:e5 lhis flexibility, and he iotlght for it 10 oe included in Ihe final 
budget agrecncnL 

"·$63 minion ior residential drug treatment in state prisons. The J\;s!ke D~'Ja:tmen( 
also will announce the availability of S63 IT'.:~lion fo: sute p;isons Ie provide ,o~g-te:-m 
drug treaune.nt and intensive su?ervision fer prisoners with me !"!:CSt serious drug problems. 

-$6 rnillion for new Drug-Free Prison initiatives. The Presidem will 3:u10UnCe mal the 
Office of Nationa! Drug Control PoliCy will award 56 million in grants to help eight staies 
(AL. AZ, CA, FL. KS. MD. NL NY) and the Federal Bureau or Prisons make and keep 
rr,e:: p'risons drug-free. These grants will support surveitlar:.ce systerr::s. drug.s;'Jffing :<.·9 
teams,: ac.vaTI/:;ed :echnotogies for drug delecticn, and OL.'1er effom to detect and deter dn.:g 

. I . use Ifllpnsons, 

A Recctd,2f4ccomplishmeat. 
, 

Pushed for drug testing and intervention in all states:. The Preside:]! fought.:or and 
signed the legislation requiring States to drug lest prisoners and parolees as a condition for 
re('eiving p:ison grants, As a resulr. staces were required to put b place comprehensive 
drug~~est:ng and intervention plans for prisoners and parolees. 

Expanded testing and treatment in federal prisons. The President has p:o:iloled d:-.;g 
testing and treatment in the federal prison system, In 1998. federa! pr:sciners were 
SUbjected to neatty 133,000 drug tests. Addi:ionaUy, the number of ir.rruHes required 10 
recei~e treatI:leDt increased. by fourfold f:om 5,450 in FY t993 to 21, 99~ in FY 1998. 

I 
Leading the national drug court effort. Under th~ President'S !eadersn;p, ;be number of 
drug ~ourts has increased from an es-:.imated 12 in ;994 to more L'lafi 400 toda'l. Drug 
courtS provide frequent drug testing, IreaL'!lent, and tough supervis:on, alid have been 
shown to reduce recidivism substantially. 

U## 
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I PRESIDE~T CLI;-iTON AND VICE PRESlDE~T GORE: 

AT LEAST A $76 BILLION SliRPLUS IN 1999 


January 6, } 999 


President qlinton and Vice President Gore Have Put America's Fiscal House In Order and 
Closed ThelBook On A Generation of Deficits. Tn 1993, President Clinton and Vice President 
Gore put in place a three-pa.'1 economic strategy: :0 cut the deficit to help reduce interest rates ar::c 
spur buslnes:s investment; to invest in ed;;cation, health care, and technology so that America was 
prepared 10 Qieet the challenges of the 21st century; and to open marke:s abroad So that American 
workers W041d have a fairchance to compete and win across the globe. Today, A'i1erica's fiscal 
house is in o'rder, The Office ofManagemer:t and Budget now projects that the budget SU171us:n 
fisca~ year 1~99 will exceed $76 billion, . 

• 	 Instead' of $404 Billion De1isH. At Lust $76 Billion Surplus This Year. V,rnen President 
Clinlon'took office, the Congressional Bt:.cget Office (C30) projec~ed the ~ to ':Je S.;,C4 
billion this yea:; using preliminary information. the Administration expects {he s'Jrplus 10 be at 
least S76 billio:l this year, 

• 	 At Least $76 Billion Surplus - The Biggest Dollar Surplus in History. [n 1992, the d::f:.cit 
was S2QO bil:ion ~- the biggest dollar deficit in ,-\m.enca:1 history, Ttis year. the 
Ad:ninistratio:l expec:s the surplus to be at least Sj6 billion·~ ihe ~iggest do:lar st:rplus in 
Americ~ history. As a share ofGDP, the budget surplus wO'J!d be a:most one percent this 

'year ~~ the largest since the 19505, And for the ftrst time in':'O years, we will ha\'e a budget 
surplus for two years in a row, 

• 	 Seven Years io A Row or Fiscallmpronment - Tbe First Time in U.S, History. Reaching 
a surplus in 1999 would mark the seventh consecutive year of improved fiscal balance .. the 
longest period of consistent improvement in all of American history. 

! 
• 	 While Cutting Federal Spending To Its Lowest in a Quarter Century, President Clinton 

Has Expanded Critical [ovestments in the Future. Such As Education and Training. 
Presiderit.Clinton's 1993 Economic Plan included $255 billion in spending cuts over five years 
.~ more than half of the total deficit reduction package. As a result, federal spending as a share 
of the economy has declined for each of the past six years and is now the lowest in 24 years. 
Howeve{r, as spending has been cut in lower priority areas, President Clinton has dramatically 
increased funding in critical areas, such as education and training, children, the environ..rnent, 
health care, and resea."'Ch and developmenL 

I 

• 	 While EUminating The BUdget Deficit, President Clinton Has Provided Tax Relief for 
Middle-:lncome Families. Because of the tax cuts for working families signed intO' law by . 
Preside~t Clinton, the typical American family of feur will fac~ ~he lew est federal tax burden in 
over two decades (since 1976). President Cluton proposes to build ;;pO:1 this record to provide 
addItional targeted, paid-for tax relief for child care, education. pensions. affordable housing, 
and the environment. 

We CaDnot TurD Back: We Have Fixed The Fiscal Deficit. Now We Must Fix Tbe Generational 
Deficit. President Clinton is cO'rnt'r.ined to' taking advantage of this historic opportunity to save 
SQcial Security for the 21st cenmry. We must act new to' tackle this tough, longw lerm challenge; and 
P:-esident Clinton believes that we must do it in a way that maintains :l:1iversality and faimess. 
ensureS :hnl Social Security cO'n~inues to' p~ovide a benefit people can count en, protects :ow·ir.come 
ar,c disabled beneficlaries, and maintains O:lf fiscal ciscip;ine. 



PRESIDENT CUNTO:; ASO VICE PRESIDENT GORE: 

INCREASING THE QUALITY OF LEARNING 


Expanding After Sch()ol Programs and EndiNg Social Promotion 
The East Room. The \Vhite House 


J4nUI1ry 7, /999 


, 
Today, President Clinton will be joined by First Lady Hi!\ary Rodham Clinton and Vice 
President Gore as he announces his FY 2000 budget proposal [0 triple fUnding {from S200 
million lQ 5600 million) for the 21 st Cenrury Learning Center Program. which funds after-school 
and sumr:1er sc!1oo1 programs tbrol;ghout the cO'J.ntry. The President will also announce that in 
awarding th~se funds, the Education Departrr.ent wi:! give pnority 10 school districts that are 
ending social promotion by requiring :hat students meet academic standards in order fa move to 
the next grade, 

Tripling Funding for a Program that Works. President Clinton's,FY 2000 budget witl 
propose:o increase func.ing *w from S200 million in FY 1999 to 5600 mil!ion b FY 2000·~ fo~ 
the 2! st Cenp.HY Community Learning Center Program. wllieh' gives schoo:s funes to ope:a.te 
after~schoo! 'and summer school programs. T!iis proposal builds oc the President's budge't 
victory !asl year. in which he obtained an increase in fU!1ds for :he program. from 540 :nillion to 
5200 million. The 2 t st Century Learning Center Program increases the supply of after-s<:hool 
care in a cost~effective manner, primarily by funding programs that use public school facilities 
and eXistingJresources, Over t90,000 children in 800 schools, in 46 Stales and the District of 
Columbia, are already benefiting from this program, by participating in after-school programs 
that provide'students wah e:mchment activities, tutoring. recreation and other aClivi:ies, The 
President's ~roposat would help roughly 1.1 million children each year participate in these 
programs, ' 

, 
Giving Prio,rity to School Districts that End Sodal Promotion. Under the President's 
pro?osal, school districts with comprehensive policies in place to end social promo~ion wi!! 
receive prioiity in the grant-making process. After-school and summer school programs are a 
critical tool in ending social promotion because they give students who are not on track all 
opportunity 'to get extra help so they can meet promotion standards, The President's proposal 
will target the new 21st Century funds to districts providing after-school and summer school 
programs to help these students, while enabling these districts to keep these programs open to all 
students. 

Socia! promotion is the practice of promoting students from grade 10 grade without regard.to 
whether they have met academic sta.'ldards required to succeed at the next grade level. School 
districts with comprehensive policies to end social promotion: (I) require students to 
demonstrate that they have met academic standards at key grade levels in order to be promoted; 
(2) use valid objective measures and other indicators to determine whether a student has met the 
standards; P) strengthen learning opportUnities in the classroom ,through steps such as clear 
standards, small classes, well trained teachers. challenging curriculum. and the use of proven 
instructional practices; and (4) provide for the early identification of students who need extra 
help to meet the standards and use extended lea:ning time ~. particularlY after~school ins~ruction ,, 

~more-
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I 
and summer school -- to help students meet the standards. The P,esident's proposal would helD 
local SCh901 systems use after-school and summer school as part of their comprehensi ve sttate~v 
to end sodal promotion. -~ 

I 

Responding to Huge Demand for After-School Programs. Today's announcement responds 
to the millior;.s of parents across Ihe country who \vanl thei: children to r:teet high standards and 

to stay safe and secure in after-school hours. Today, over 28 million school~age children have 
both parents or ~heir only parent in the workforce. At least 5 million children -- and possibly 
as many as 15 million -- are left alone at home each week. Experts agree that sehool-age . 
children who are unsupervised during the hours after school are far more likely to use alcohoL 
drugs, and tobacco, commit crimes, receive poor grades. and drop OUt of school than those 
who are involved in supervised, constructive a:::tivities. Statistics also show that most juvenile 
crime takes place between the hours of 2 and 8 pm, and that children are at much greater risk 
of being the victims of crime during [he hours after schooL 

The natio:1wide demand for expanded after-school programs has made the 2l st Century 
Community Learning Center prograr.t one of the most highly competitive programs ever 
managed by the U.S. Depanment of Edu<:ation. In {he Education Department's last completed 
grant <:ompetitlon for this progra....n. the Department received nearly 2.000 appl1caIions, 
requesting mare than $550 minion to fend progra.'11s in over 6,000 schools in every state in the 
nation. ' 

### 



DlBARGOED Ui'iTiL 10:06 AM EST SAT(;RD.-\ Y. JA!\(;ARY 9. 1999 

PRO~IOTlNG MANUFACTURlNG EXPORTS TO SUSTAIN U.S. JOBS 

Jamwry 9. 1999 


Following years of doub!e~cigit grawt~, u.s. r.1anufacn::ing exports slowed in 1998 as a result of 
global econo~ic problems. which have also led to layoffs by U.S_ manuf"ctunng finns. The 
President's initiative expands and enhances the Adm:nistration's export promotion efforts to 
reflect these new global realities and respond to- stepped-up expo:! advocacy by other countries, 
By expanding the availability of export credit, reaching out to new customers a:1d markets, and 
deEvering higher quality services to U.S. exporters, we can ir.crease US. manufactur:ng expo:-:s 
a:1d pro:ec: high-wage jobs. Tllis S108 million initiative will gel/crafe Sl.S billion in new u.s. 
manufacturing exports and sustaifj 16,000 ItiglHwlge U.s. mallufacturing jobs. The initiative: 

lNCREASES FUNDING FOR THE Us. EXPORT-lMPORT SANK SJ' 10% TO SUPPORT 
MORE MANUFACTURING EXPORTS IN MORE MARKETS 

For 65 years, 'Ex-1m Bank has he!ped U$. exporters by providing prudent financing for 
customers in ~evelopmg countries whc:1 pr:nte funds a::-e !lQt available and by levelir.g the 
playil'!g field against aggressive. foreign expor1-Cred;l subsidies. The Bank ge:lc.ates more than 
$16 of U.S. e~ports· for every $1 it spends, and small exporters account for most of its 
transactions. ! Ex~Im Ba.'1k's role is particularly critical now, because banks have stopped 
providing credit to many developing countries that are key markets for U.S. exports. The 
President's ir:itiative provides $81 million in additional funds for Ex-1m Bank -- ;0% above :ts 
FY99 :,udget'ofS815 million ~~ so :hat Ex-1m Baz1k can: 

• 	 Help Inect the demand/or financing aircraft and capital equipmettf exports in 
de~'e{Jpil'lg markets. One of every four U.s. commercial aircraft is sold to an Asian 
airline, but many of these airlines ca."1llot get corrunercial credit because of Asia's 
ecol1obic problems. Ex-1m Bank currently fi:la...,ces ! 0% of all U"S. capital equipment, 
expo~s to the developing world. The President's proposal wodd allow Ex-1m Bank to 
provide significantly more financing for exports oru.s. :na'1ufact:Jred c3?itai goods ar,d 
aircraft -- sales :.hat would otherwise have to be deferred or canceled altogether. 

• 	 Expand short-term and medium-term credit 10 keep U.S. producrs flowing to emerging 
markets where pd.'ate sector financing is nt) longer available. Ex-1m Bank supported 
2.400 'transactions involving more than $1 billion in U.S. expons to Korea in 1998 (up 
from $50 million in 1997). By providing insurance for short~tel1n and medium~telTI1 
export financing, Ex~1r.1 Bank can he]p stem the decline ofV.S. trade with Latin America. 
Asia apd other developing count!)' marke:s, which purchase 40% of all U.S, exports. 

• 	 Finance exports to riskier markets. U.S. exporters increasingly seek Ex~Im Bank. 
financing to meet demand for their products in riskier markets, but the higher cost of 
providing such financing straIns the BarJc's budget. Ex~lm Ban..\: support is critical in 
these r:narke:s because commercial bank financing often IS unavai!able and C.S, expcrtcrs 
compete with foreign finns whose governments often subsidize export credit. 

-more-



• 	 Expand eNvironmental technology exports that create US. j(}bs ~'''ile protecting the 
environmerrt ill developing coull/ries. Since 1995, Ex:lm Bank has financed S2 billion 

in U.S. environmental products and capital goods with very low pollutant emissions. The 
Bank;s key to expanding the US, share afthis rapidly growing market 

, 
EXPANDS THE TRADE DEVELOPMENT AGENCY (TDA); PROViDES NEW OPlC RISK , 
INSURANCE TO SUPPORT EXPORT-GENERA TING PROJECTS 

• 	 P~o\'ides 54 million increase for TDA-funded feasibility studies that allow U.S. 
c6mpanies to enter the planning stages of major export·generating infrastructure projects , 
ov;erseas. 

• 	 Offers a new type of political risk insurance through the 'Overseas Private Investment 
C6rp, (OPIC) to make possible up to $1 billion in new, export-generating investment. 

I 
INCREASES RESOURCES FOR EXPORT ADVOCACY AND SERVICE DELlVERY TO 
SMALL BUSINESS EXPORTERS , 


i 

The President's mitiative provides an additional $ {4 million [or the Department of Commerce's 
lntematioha! Trade Administrotion (ITA) for the following; 

• 	 Tje U.s. and Foreign Commercial Service will significantly increase the number of its 
coinmercia! officers i:1 key overseas markets, including China, Latin America and Africa. 

I 	 
" 	 Th'e DC(Jartment wilt lead 25 trade missions in 1999 focused on manufacturing. in::.:luding 

a:r~raft parts, auto parts, machine tools. enviroruner.tai techno!ogy. telecommunications 
equipment and information technology. 

.. 	 ITA will work with Commerce's Manufacturing Extension Partnership (MEP) to begin 
delivering export assistance services to our 350,000 small manufacturers through i...1EP's 
!00+ locally run manufacturing extension centers. 

EXPANDS U.s, EFFORTS TO h"STABLISH A COMMERCIAL "INFRASTRUCTURE" IN 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 

The initiative provides $9 million for ITA a.'1d Commerce's ~ational Institute of Standards and 
Technology (NIST) to make it easier ~d.cheaper for U.S. exporters to sell their products in 
developing markets: 

• 	 Expands Commerce efforts to help devetoping countries establish the regal and regulatQry 
"infrastructure" to facilitate commercial transactio:1s. including: co:nrnerciat law 
de~elopment, intellectual prape:1y rights protection, and internationally recognized 
product standards,. , 

• 	 pJvides support through NIST for greater participation by U.S. industry and government 
in international standard~setting bodies. to counter the use of exclusive, non~transparent 
p~ducts standards as barriers to trade. 

, 
• 	 As~igns Commerce "standards attaches" to key foreign J71arke~s 10 p:omorc use of product, 	 . 

standards that help expand U,S, exports, 

! ### 
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E:>1BARGOED UNTIL 10:06 AM EST SATURDAY, JA:>iUARY 9,1999 

RAlSING LABOR STANDARDS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 

January 9, 1999 


The enormous growth and integration of t~e i:1~emational ecor:orey since the end of the Cold 
War promises' a higher standard of living for more people:n more countries than ever before 
But we must ensure that spirited economic competition among narior.s never becomes a raCe to 
the bottom on iabor standards, More and more countries are learning from the fi:1anclal crises in 
Asia that strong worker prdtections promote social stability during t:mes of economic turmoiL 
But developing nations need our help if they 'are to put in place basic labor protections and strong 
social safety nets for their workers. President Clinton'S FY2000 budget will provide up to 540 
million fo::- the first time ever !o help !hose coentries. making a determined effort to raise labor 
standards. 

A NEW ARM TO HELP DEVELOPING COUNTRIES PROTECT WORKERS' 

In many cases, governments lack the internal expenise or resources needed to implement and 
enfoxe core labor and workplace safety standa ....ds and buile social safe:y net programs like 
unemployment insurance and pensions. The U.S. will assist those countries that are willing ~~ 
but unable to move fonvard alone - by:, 

, 
• 	 : Establishing a new multilateral program at the Internationa! Labor Organization 

I(ILO) to provide technical assistance to developing nations; 

• 	 I Encouraging other nations to join us in supporting the ILO's new program, 

I 
THE IMPORTANCE OF CORE LABOR STANDARDS ,, 

The bternatio~al community recognizes certain core labor rights as fundamental human rights: 

• 	 Ifreedom of association and the right to collective bargaining; 
• 	 , the elimination of all fornu of forced or compulsory labor; 
• 	 Ithe abolition ofchild labor; and 
• 	 Ithe elimination of discrimination in the workplace. 


I ' 

The failure ofsome governments to afford !heir workers core labor rights and adequate social 
safety nets h~ f.uther exacerbated the fina..'1cial crisis gripping some Asian nations by 
eliminating fr6m public dialogue the very people upon whose shoulders economic recovery must 
be buiit-and exacerbating the adjustment process. Free trade unions and other cOT.e labor 
standards are a vital component of a vibrant democracy and a thriving economy, and they must 
be an integra) part of any stable, democratic, and prosperous society, 

-more... 



BUILDING ON PRESIDENT CLINTON'S RECORD OF ,4GGRESSIVE SUPPORT FOR 
[,vTERNATIONAL LABOR RIGHTS 

President Clinton has made leveling up, not down. a key priority as we build a trading sysu:m for 
the 21 5t Century. 

.. 	 At the World Trade Organizatior.last May, President Clinton calied upon the 
World Trw. Organization (WTO) and the IT.temational Labor Organization (ILO) 
to work together to make certain that open trade lifts living standards and respeC1S 
the core labor standards that a:e essential not only \0 worker rights, but to. human 
rights. 	 . 

.. 	 b an October speech, President Clinton cailed 0:1 the international Enancial 
institutions, like the World Bank and International Monetary fund, to build a 
commltme:lt :'0 core labor star.d.ards and labor market institutions into their 
investment policies. 

• 	 The U.S. pressed an effort that led, in June, to the fLO adopting a..'1 historic, new 
dec!a..-ation on fundamental principles and rights at work that obliges all member 
countries to respect and promote core labor rights and that includes a meaningful 
follow-up me<:hanism to assure accountability, 

• 	 Last year, President Clinton fought and obtained from Cong:-ess a tcr.-fold 
increase ~- to $30 million a year - for the U.s, contribution to the [ntemational 
Program fOT the Elimination c[Chiid Labor (lPEC), The U.S. now leads the 
world in supporting programs to move children from work to school and build 

I ' lasting economic solutions for their families, 

### 
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(r:Clinton Revives Proposal to Expand Medicare i.,' , 	 . . . 
:by ROBERT PEAR .... dministratlon o!tlcials said su::h have had to pay surcharges on their 

'WASliiNCiTON) 9 _ I hi cutbaCks were ju:ullied because a. premiums .n1t~r they reached tru: 
• an. •n S Federal advisory pane! had found stamlarcl e1lttblllty a~ 01 65. 

.....new budget request, Preslden, CIln- that hasp!tals werl': making tt:lauve- The Administration say ... the pro
i ton will agalt! ul< Congress to open 11' high profits on their MedicaTe. paul tS- needed be<:au$e oomrneniaJ 
; Medl.clltt' to people 5~ to 64 yean old, busmess. The: panel. Ille Medleare lnst1~ance Is often unavailable or un- ; 
! AdministratIOn OfrlClals sNd today, Payment Advisory Comm:nlon, said affordable tor pw?le age SS to 64. 
\ Though t)'Ie proposal died In Car;. last month that hoop!ta! profit m-ltT- n.'! Admlnls.ratton says Its l1!.!W ' 
~ gres5 hlSt year, Mr, Cllnton wll! f~ gins averaged nearly 1& percent on propoiai would co:.: $:,4 billion over 

submit It, In par. because he is con- patlents admlUed oyernlght, the years, and the CoosressiroaJ 

«med about the erosIon of p:lvate, Hosplla: excCUtiVllS ssM the fig- Budget Office has made a siml:ar 

Insurance oov,erage among people- 55 ures were misleading because one- estl::nate. Bul some illsuram:e ex. 

toM. the o!f!cm!s sald_ Medicare now fourth of alt hosplts;s were losIng peru ssid last year the plan would 

covers peopl~ who lire 5S and older money Of; their MedIcare Inpatient not work. In the long nut beCause It 


! c: who are olsahled. business. And hospitals of aU' sizes . wmtld attract sicker patle!1ts. A.r. pre- . 

!he aumber of people without said ttlat they had much rower proht mlulns were raised to cover the CbSt, 

hea.lth illsurance l'tI:r.e by' percent In margins on M~leare fJ3)'ments fot· of sueh p&tilmlS, they said, healthier: 
1~7, to .'3A!mlllicn, the Census Bu- ,outpatient servh.'.es.· '. people tinder 65- woule drop out, lll'lO .t reau saw... The number or unlnsuTtd' SenatoT DanIel Patrick MoynL.'lan, the pmg:ram WOlllo lose money. . 
people age 55 to 54 rose mort snarp- Oem(>Crat (If New York., Introduced a Republicans, whO eotltrol Con-' 
Iy, by 7 percent. to 3.2 million. bJll to carry 01.'1 Mr, Clir,ton's pro-' gress, hav~ slJown IltUe irtter~st ill

• 	 AdministratIon officials saId they po:>Sal to ex:pa.mi MedIcare rut year, Mr. Clinton's plan. But the loea of 
alSo Intended to pHlpose cutbacks In \In:ter thai proposal. people ages 55 allowing m(l~ peoPle to plll·chase . 
Medicare payments to hospital$. TIle t{) 64 could nave boug.hl M~jcanl M~lcare coverage will be seriously 

I tUts,.ln!be rangt of S5 bUllon 1.0 '10' coverage by paying premiums ot t:OnsJdered th;s year as CongressLblmon uver fIVe yel\:rs,. would redu~ $3110 to $'60 II. month. People 62 w 6. weJgtu; proposals to·\ncfl!':ase the ell-. 
dpeJldlng by 1 pert"ent to 1 pereenL wtlo d;:lSe. ~ opllon would aJso;l g:lb!!ity age and redesign Medleare, 

~lle ,NeUr!lfnrk~ime~ 
- Sunday, Jan~<iry 10; 1999 
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Clinton to Offer Transportation Plan, 
Initiative on Health Care at Small Firms 

By BOllDA"'!:> 

And w:;:ru£ M;;G:/<u;y 


SI<>"n"pO""'~ "fT"", w ...... $nll::l::1' JOlt,"'..... 


WASHINGTON-The Clinton l\tlm!l\ls· 
1ration Is sel to i.Invcll proposal! to boost 
trans:;tOlUtion Spenrung and to tncoorage 
smal! bUSinesses to p:QVidt' health insur
ance for employees, 

Vice President Al Gore platls to an
nounce today that the adminIStration 
watts to increase spt!nding on publlt trans
portation in the ner. fiscal year by about 
13% to SU bill!;.)n and, separalely. add $341 
mlllion in federz! spendlng lot lOcal eHO,t1S 
to control t."':lffie rongestlon, Suth projects 
vt<jtjld mclude hig1!«:cupaney-vebkle 
lanes, /nffie-monitminr syttems and hlty· 
elepathS. 

Tht proposals fall under Mr. GtIl'e'$ so
w.l1ed Livable CiJm.'lIunittes initiative, 
which alms to reduce urbar, spra\<-i a.,d en
hance sutl'..u-ban living. All par! of !t.e pro
gram, the administratwn pJan~ lc provide 
&'TOO million over five ye3rs In tttX credits 
ro~what are being dubbed "Better America 
Bonds." 'The admilllStrntlon estimates that 
the tax cred-is can gtne:rnte as milch as S9.5 
hillion in investment' by $iale and local 
gi'lvemmenU lC ;;reserve green space, cte
ale urban parks and (ltan Iijf aband:med in' 
dustrial sites, 
~ communities initiative also pl~ges 

zbou: SIC{! millien to enciiUrage l.llflerent 
government jur'.sdI"Jiom It:" eoord:nate de' 
velopment plans and share in:ormation 
concerning crime. 

All the transpOrtaUon and health-care 
proposals wUl he Included In the president's 
huege! for fiscal )lear 2000, whith begins 
Oct. I, and must he Approved byCOngres$. 

On the health"Cart! Iront, the adminis· 
tratlon plans til propose templlrar), tax 
breaks to encotlr3ge lImall businesses tbof· 
fer insurance to their W(lrk'!1'li. 'I'M site oJ 
the initizUve is Small by federal sIan· 
dards-ahou:: "" mlUkln over five years. 
But admmistr<tUon off!i:lals said It 'Would 
provide some re,le{ {or Il pressing problem: 
Workers at small rnmsaremoch Jessllkely 
to have health insuranet than ones at hlg
companies. 

Unde: the plan. bU$jtle~k$ with 50 or 
fewer empIDyeu, which didn't provJde 
health insuranee during 1991 or 1998, 
W(luid receive tw.rryear tax credits if 
they hllY insuranee through nonprofit 
purchas.jng ooalitiOn$. These are organj· 
xa:itms maoe liP oj $mall husinesses thai 
tollect p:-emiums and Ilegotiate WIth 
hea!th in;.urers. 

7he tax tredit wnuld equal 10'7< oJ em' 
ployers' (:nntribu!lons to worker·health 
plans. as mut/'. as SSOO for a family jlOlicy 
and S200 br an indh1dUal ptllit)'. 

To further enW.!I1igt: I.ht fm-matioll of 
the purtlu.sing gl"OIJp$, tlle administration 
v.ill propose lnal private foundations llIat 
p;mide !lnam::ial 'uppM in ruth toalitiOfl$ 
have tlleir Cillltrihu!lruu lruled as tax ex, 
er.lpL The tal exemption wmdd las! lott...o 
years nr.d a)lilly 10 gr&ntli and loam; made 
for l>tart·up pu..'1loses.. 

Meanwhile. administratiOn oW:ials 
conHrmed thai they ate planning to pro
pose !unl\e. reductions in expected 
Medi-:art payments 10 l'tnSp!tals. Tht)' de
clined to :specify an enet .amount, but hos" 
pital lobbyists are bracing; tar fivf-}'ear ffi' 
ductloM in Iht ntigbborllood o! SS billion. 
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PRESIDENT CLINTON A:'iD VICE PRESIDE:>T GORE: 

~ HISTORIC COM!\1ITMENT TO PRESERVI:'iG OUR LANDS 

. Januarv 12,.1999 

Today, at the Natioryal Arboretum b Washington. D.C., President Climon a:;d Vice Presidem Gore announee a 
S I billion lands L~gacy Initiative .« {he targest one-year investment C\'er in the protection of America '5 land 
resources. This FY 2000 budget proposal ~~ a 125-percenl inc~ease over FY 1999 •• expands federal efforts 10 

save America 's na~ra! treasures and provides significam new resources to stales ami communities to protect 
local green spaces: 'fa sustain lhese effortS in the new eenrury. the Presidem commits to work wnh Congress to 
c:ea~e a permanent fundi::1g 'Stream begiMing in FY 2001. In addi:ion. the President calls on Congresslo extend 
pennanent wilde-des5 protection to more than 5 million acres wi:hin 17 na:ional parks and monuments. This 
landmark inltialiv~ charts a new conservation vision for the 21st century, prese';-"l:1g irre;:;:aceabte pieces ofour 
nal'... rallegacy within easy reach of every citizen, 

Silt'ine Ameri« 'sWl1turlll Treasures. At the Stn!1 of this ce,n!ury, President Theodore Roosevelt caJed. 0:", 
Americans 10 savejthe best 0: our natural endov..'ment for all time. His legacy is seen across the cour.trV, ;:: o:;r 
parks, our forests, and (lur wildlife ref<.:ges. President Clinton has continued to fulfill this visior. by pr~tecling 
Yellowstone Park from mming, crea!ing a 1,7 mmion·acre national monument In Utah '$ spectacular red-rock 
country. and forging a histonc agreement to save 3:lcient Califo:-::ia redwoods, The Lands Legacy lnitiative 
expands these efforts with $442 million for federal land acquisitions. Priorities include: 

• Mojave Duerf- Acquiring 450,000 acres within.and around .\1Qjav-e and Josh~ Tree !'JationaJ Parks, 
• New Enelanti FOWlS' Acquiring add.itional land within national forests and WIldlife refuges in Maine, 

Vermont, New Hampshire and New York. 

~ Eytre}gW ~ Acquiring lands critical to ongoing f-ede;al-5tate restoration effortS. 

•"wis gad. Cl9lk fra.il- Prote::ting the explorers' historic route along -:he Missouri Rive:, 
• Ovil Wqrltauldjel4s ~ Acquiring lands within Gettysburg, Antietam and other !;llI.ql-egrounds. 

Pcotccriat Qur Parks. Tn addition, the President is calling on Congress to gra:;.t permanent wiirlemess 
protection to oyer 5 million acres within the backcoumry of Yellowstone, Grand Teton, Glacier, Great 
Smoky Mountains. Cumberland Gap and 12 other national parks and monuments, givIng these lands 
the highest level 0: federal protection available. 

d !:::aa,seryatian Vis.iQr! fur the 21st Cemuo', A ne\¥' century poses new conservation challenges, 
Beyo:1d saving America's "<::ro\1,1'. jewels," we must wo~k as well to preserve natura! wonders in our very 
backyards that grow scarcer every day, Protectmg local green spaces helps lm;m,we air and, water quality, 
sustain wildlife, provide families with pJaces to play and reiax. and make OUf communities more livable, Lands 
Legacy, to be coordinated with the Livability Agenda a;mounced yesterday by Vice Preside;tt Gore, provides 
5588 million to state and local governments, private land crusts, and other nonp:ofii groups ror; 

Lend dcqu{rir;P1l Gcantr w S1.50 million in matehing grants for land or easements for wban parks, grecnways. OUidoot 

recreation, wetiands. and wildlife habitat. 

p/arlllinl:. Gamt£ flG\/. iml!1.I ·SSO miniOD in matching grants for open space planning, and S10 I'l"jllion 10 $u?pon $30 

m.illion in low·interest loans: (0 rural areas for"SmaIt growth" planning and deve!\?pment. 

fnrmip!Id PrQtectiQn ~ SSO million for easements nn threatened farmland and open space. 

Urbga Pery fwdEQrtSJI ~ $40 milliOD to maintain and e1':pand urban and community forests, and $4 million:o renOVate 

parks in d.isuessed urban neighborhoods, 

forU! end Wildlife Protem"2/!. S50 million for -ea~ment1 to prete:::: critical forest habitat, and $SO milHon for habitat 

conservation plans to proleCt endangered species . 


.emtecrine (jur Ocegns and Co('U(s, Lands Legacy incbdes fU!lds for federal and state efforts to protect ocean 
and coastal resources: $29 million to expand and protect national marine sanctuaries; $90 million to states to 
prorect 3:id restore:coasrlands: $19 mimon to states for estuary pro:ections; and. $45 million to restore coral 
reefs, fisheries and, marine habitats. 

### 



PRESIDENT CLINTO;;'S LANDS LEGACY INITl.HIVE, 

Forging a Conservalion Vision for Ihe 21st Cenlury 


January 11, 1999 


President Clin~on, in the FY 2000 budget he will submit to Congress. is proposing a S I billion Lands 
Legacy initiative to expand federal protection of critical lands across Ame;ica. help states and 
communities p,reserve local green spaces, and strengthen protedo:1s for our oceans and coasts. 

This lar,cmarK initiative -- a 125 perce:1t mc~ease over FY 1999 rending .. represents the largest one. 
year investme~t ever in the preservation of Arne:ic;;i's la."1ds legacy. It m::lt:des 5900 million from the 
Land and Wat~r Conservation Fund (L WCF), r:urking the tirst time any Administration has req'Jes:ed 
full funding from LWCF, which craws revenues from fede:-al offshore oil sales. To sustain lhese 
efforts in the n:ew century, the P:-esident commits to wo.rk with Congress 10 create a pennanem fund:ng 
stream beginning io FY 200 L 

I , 
The Lands Legacy initia~ive continues the Clinton-Gore Administration's vigorous efforts to save 
.A.merica's natural treasures. A.nd. by providing significant new resources to stares and loca! 
commu:tiries. it forges a new conservation vision for the 21st century ~~ O:1e that recognizes the 
importance o{preserving Irreplaceable pieces of our natura! legacy within easy reach of every citizen, 

Lands Legacy will be administered by the Depanment of the Intenor (DOi), $579 million~ the 
Department of Agriculture (USDA), S268 million; and the DeiJartme:1t ofComI::1erce's National 
O~eanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 5183 !"!lillion, It will be coordinated with the S I 
billion Livability Agenda announced by Vice President Gore ofJa!mary 1t through mteragency 
cooperation and consultation. 

[n addition. the President is calling on Congress to extend pe:maner.t wilderness protection to more 
than 5 million acres in 17 national pa:"k.~ a.,d mO:lu:nents, including Yellowstone. Grand Teton: 
Glacier, Great Smoky Mountains and Cumberland Gap. 

Saving America's Natural Treasures 

££di:.r:al Acqi.ti~!iiQ!l3. ~ The initiative increases federal land acquisition funding through the Land and 
Water Conservation FWld by 26 percent to a total 0[$413 mHlion ($295 million for 001. and S118 
million for USDA). In recent years. the Administration has dedicated L WCF fu.,ds to protecting 
YeHowstone National Park from mining, saving ancient redwoods in Califorria's Headwaters forest, 
preserving Civil War battlefields, completing the Maine.to~Georgia Appalacruan T:ail, and acquiring 
more than IOO·other narur<il and historic sites across the country, ?rio:itics for FY 2000 include 
acquisition of over 450,000 acres in California '5 MOjave Desert, 100,00 acres for addition to New 
England wildlife refuges and national forests, and lands critical to th~ ongoing restoration of Florida's 
Everglades, 

Prou:C!rne Our Parks - The Preside:1t also is calling on Congress to grant penn anent wilderness 
protection to orer 5 million acres with!n .Arches, 9ig Bend, Bryce Ca:1Yon, Canyonlands, Capitol Reef, 
Crater Lake, Glacier, G:-and Teton, Great Smo~J Moun!ains. Rocky Mountain, Yellowstone and Zion 
National Parks

i
; Cedar Breaks. Colorado and Dinosaur Nationa! Monuments: Assateague Is\ar.a 
,, 



\ational SeaSh?re;ChinCoteague :--:arional WHdlife Refuge; ~nd Cumberland Gap \a{iona! Historic 
Park. Granting these areas the highest level of federal protection u'vailable would, in the words of the 
Wilderness Act!of 1964. recognize them as areas "wher..z the earth and its community of life are 
untramIneled by man, where man himself is a visitor who does not remain." 

I 

Helping Slalh and Cammaniries Preserve Green Spaces 
I , 

Land. dcqwsiti~n Grants - Lands Lega;;y includes S! 50 million throug:t L WCF for malching grants to 
state, :oca! ar.c if-bal gcve:nmer.ts, and nonprof:t :and trusts. for a:::q;]isition ofland and easemen~s for 
urbar. parks, greer.wuys. ?'Jtdoor recreations, wi;dJ~fe habi~at. ar.c coastal wel;anc.s. Tt:e DOT p~ograL.'\ 
retools t~e LWCF state grants prog;aTn for "smart grOW11':" and open space prese:va:io:;, Grants \\'ill be 
awarded on a competitive basis, with priority goir.g to projec~s consistent with statewide "smart 
growth" plans. ' 

Open S12Qce Planning GranIs· The initiative proposes a new $50 rtilhon program of matching grants 
10 stares to develop open space preservation and "sma.'1 growth" strategH:s, Slaies would use a variety 
of data a.'1d IDols to identify priority areas for urban development. farmland, and conseNalion. The 
program, administered by DOl, would award grams competitively. with prionty going to proposals that 
tie state plans to regional strategies for managing tbe economy. job growth, and infrastructure 
development 

Cooperative En~an'ieredSpecies Conser')QliQn Fund - The initiative proposes $80 mtHion ~~ a S66 
million ~ncrease, -- for state and local land acquiSition to protect threatened and c:1da.'1gered spctlCS, By 
supporting H;tbitat Conservation Plans and other flexible tools under the Er.dangered Species Act, the 
Fund promotes ~o!!abo:ative strategies that sustain both wildlife and economic deve!ojrr.ent The , ' 
program ;s administerec by the W.S. Fish am! Wildlif: Service, 

Foresr [«eaev Prowam - 70 p:-otect private forest land that provides critical wildlife na':)itat ar.a is 
th:eatened by d~velopment, the initiative proposes $50 million -- an increase of more than six~fold ~~ 
for matChing gr<ints to states for the purchase of permanent conservation easements. Use of protected 
lands for forestrY and compatible activities is pennine-d, The program is administered by the U.S. 
Forest Service (USFS), and the proposed funding would protect roughly 135,000 acres, 

I 

Urban and Community [Qrestry w The initiative proposes $40 million -- a 29 percent increase foru 

matching grants to states and communities to establish, maintain. and expand urban and community 
forests arId related green spaces. The program. administered by USFS, operates tn partnership with 
8,000 volunteer organizations in more than 10,000 comrnunities. The proposed funding would suppan 
75.000 projec~s in more than 10,000 communities, 

. . 
[arm/and ProrectfQn ErQwm - To protect farmland and sus:ain rJ:a! economies, Lands Legacy wO'Jld 
provide S50 mi~lion in matching grants 10 states, ccrnm'.ll1.ities. tribes and land trusts for the purchase of 
pennanent conservadon easements on farmland threate:1ed by development The program. 
administered by ;USDA'5 Natcral Resources Conservarion Sen'ice (l'.'RCS) was c:eated by the 1996 
Fa."":n BilL Through mid~1998. $35 million in federal fJ.n.ding had leveraged a.., estimated 5230 millior. 
i:1 easements, prbtecting about' 127,000 acres. , 

http:gcve:nmer.ts


Smart GrQw{~ Partnershia - Lands Legacy proposes a new revolving loan program to suppOrt 
acquisition ofl!and and easements 10 rural areas. The .Partnership, administered by USDA. would make 
loans 10 intennediate borrowers (state, local and tribal governmer.ts. and nonprofit corporations). which 
in tum would loan rJ<lds:o r'Jral businesses. land :ruStS and othe:- nonprofit orgar.izations. Proposed 
fundIng of519 million would support S50 mUllan in loans. Priorities are supporting "smart gro'#th" 
strategies and Ihelping owners of underproducing forest land at risk of sale improve forest productivity. 

Urban. &rJ;.r, bnd Recreation Recovery ~ The ini:iarlve proposes S4 million [n matchi:1g gra."lts a.'1d 
ttX:h."11cal assi~tance for the restoration of parks in economically dist:essed urban communities, The 
program. adm,inistered by the National Park Service, awarded over 1200 grants from 1978 to 1995 but 
has remained unfunded since t995. 

Protecting Our Oceans and Coasts 

Nationql Murine Sanctuaries ~ Lands Legacy proposes $29 million u a 107 percent increase H to 
strengthen protections at 12 marine sanctuaries offCalifomia. Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Louisiana, 
Massachusetts, North Carolina, Texas. Washington, a11d j\merican Sa:noa. and to plan for future 
marine sanctuaries. The funding wHl allow NOAA to accelerate the adoption and implementation of 
management plans for existing sanctuaries and expand outreach activities with coastal communities" 

Coastql Zone Manaeement Act Pro~ro!11 ~ To help promOie "smati gJo\\1h" strategies along America's 
coasts, the initiative proposes $90 mtllion. a 55 percent increase, to help states implement Critical 
Coastal Area Management and Restoration Ptans. The matching grants Can be used to acquire lancls or 
10 undertake o'ther efforts to protect wildlife habitat. protect life and property from coastal hazards, and, 
revitalize ports and urban waterfronts. 

I 
t:kHlaua.l Esrubrine Research Reserves System ~ The initiative proposes $19 million, a 375 percent 
increase. to expa.lld a network of critkal estuaries representing aU the biological regions along 
America;s coasts. NOAA provides guidance and matching funds to staies to acquire land. protect 
resources and ,~onduct research and education. Twenty-two reserves in 19 states and territories manage 
about 500,000 acres. The proposed funding would double the protected acreage. 

I 
, 

Coral Be(fRes!oratiorr - Lands Legacy proposes 510.3 million u a $10 :Tlillion increase -- to p:otect 
fragile coral r~efs from ponution and other human impacts. NOAA.:n conjunction with 001, would 
restore injure~ reefs in Puerto Rico, Florida, Hawaii and U.S. territories. and develop a coral nursery to 
grow donor material for restoration projects. 

Coastal Dredge Area ResCQWriQ1t - The initiative proposes $l 0 million for NO/\.A. to wo:k with the 
U,S. Army Corps of Engineers to use material dredged from ports ~d shipp!:J.g channels to restore 
coastal habita~" Dredging is critica1 to keep shipping ianes open and deepen channels to accommodate 
larger ships. Reusing dredge spoils benefits the environment and reduces disposal costs. 

Fisheries Habitat Restoration ~ To restore declining fisheries, the initiative proposes $25 r:1illion for 
NOAA's National Marine Fisheries Service to acquire and protect critical Qabitat, Efforts would focus 
on Northeast and Middle Atlantic coast. the Gulf Coast, the West Coast, Alaska, and other regions that 
participate in ~he National Estuary Program or have multiple threatened or ~ndangered species, 

I 
, 
I 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 


Office of tbe Vice President 


.For lmmediate Release: Contact: 
Wednesday, January 13, 1999 (202) 456-7035 

VICE PRESIDENT GORE ANNOUNCES 20 NEW EMPOWERMENT lO;';ES 

Zones Now Eligible to Receive Billions/or Long Term RevilalizQlion and Job Crealion 

WA~HINGTON, DC - Vice President Gore today named 20 economically disrressec 
communities as new Empowennent Zones, making them eligible to share in $3.8 bi!lion in 
proposed federal grants and tax-exempt bonding authority [0 finance sweeping revitalization 
and job crecition programs over the next 10 yea:s,, 

If C6ngress approves full funding for the Empowef1:lent Zones, the federal 
investment is expected to help create and ::etain about 90,000 jobs and sl:imuiale S20.3 billion 
in pnvate a.~d public investment in the next 10 yea..'"S in the Zones. This would have a 
dramatic effect In the areas ofour country which face high unemployr.1enr, weak economies, 
shonages of affordable housing and challenges,

I 

"Empowennent Zones create a successful partnership between all levels of 
government, private businesses. community groups and local residents to bring new life to 
inner cities and ruml communities: suffering from hard economic times," Vice President Go:-e 
said. "These Zones do exactly what their name says - they empower people willing to work 
hard to improve their commlUlitfes.lmprove their lives, and build better futures for their 
children. They help to COlU1ect the communities that need it most to new opponun~ty." 

. This Second Round of Empowerment Zones bunds on the experience oflhe 
p:-ogram's First Round, which included eleven Zones (as well as 94 Enterprise 
Cotr.rnuniti~s), awarded in December 1994. The First Round has resulted in more tha...'1 $8 
billion in private~sector investment to the designated conununities and ur:precedenred public~, 
private partnerships.

I 
The Second Round offers additional potential to link communities to their broader 

regional ecohomies, Second~Round Zones were able to designate up to 2,000 acres of 
underutilized "developable property" outside the formal Zone area that can receive Zone , 
benefits and be used for j()b~creation for Zone residents. For the first time, Ind.ian tribes with 
poverty areis also qualified to apply for and receive designation., 

I 
NEW ZONES 

New:Urban Empowerment Zones announced today by the Vice President are in: 



Boston, MA: Knoxville. TN 

BricgetonlV,neland,I'J Miami,FL 

Cincin.'1ati, OH Minneapolis, MN 

Colu:nbialSJmter, SC New Haven, CT 

Columbus, cm Kor:olkl?ortsmouth. VA 

El Paso, Txl Santa Ana, CA 

Gary/East Chicago, IN St. Louis, MO, 
Huntington, r' [ronton, OH East St. LouiS, IL 

, . 

New Rural Empowerment Zones announced today by the Vice President are in:, 
Cordele, GA, Rive::"Side COu:ilV. CA 

Fargo, ~ I UlIin,IL 

OgJala Sioux~ Reservation in Pine Ridge, SD 


The Vice President, who chairs the Administration's Community Empowerment 
3:oard, announced the new Zones and Enterprise Communities at a White House event with 
:iopsing and Urban Development Secretary Andrew Cuomo and Agriculture Secretary Dan 
Glickman. 

"Empowennent Zones are making the Amenca.'l Dream of a good job, a healthy 
community 31'1d a good home a reality for growing numbers of our people," Cuomo said, 
"The Zones are a powerful engine generating economic growth and prosperity." 

"These designations will further reduce government red tape and help these rural 
cOrnr:Iunities thrive,!! added Glickman, 

I 
I 

ZONE BENEFITS 
I, 

The 20 'new Empowerment Zones designated today win share 555 million in federal 
grants already approved for this year - $3 million for each Urban Zone and $2 mimon for 
each Ru."al Zone, 

The Clinton Administration has already won Congressional approval of $2.2 billion 
:n tax-exempt bonding authority for the group of20 Zones an.."1ounced today; along with other , . 
{ax incentives over the next 10 years,, 

The Administration is seeking Congressional" approval for $1.5 billion in federal 
grants for the group of 15 Urban Zones spread over 10 years, and $100 million in such gra.'1ts 
for !he group of five Rural Zones for the same period. . , 

This works out to $130 miUion in bonding authority and $100 million in grants for 



each Urban ~one. a.."id 560 million in bondir.g authcrity a:1d $20 r.ii~Jion it: gra:m :or each 
Rural Zon: over 10 years. 

• , 
FUNDING,FQR MQRE CITIES 

The jVice President also an..'1ouncec ihat President CHnton'$ proposed federai budgel 
for the 2000 fiscal year will seek an additiona: 565 million in special g:arlts that would go to 
some of the[ciries that applied for but did r.:or receive designation as Urban Empowennenr 
Zones. A w~al of $45 million of [he gra:1ts would go the 15 communities - called Strategic 
Planning Communities - that were finalists in the competition for selection as U~ban,
Empowerment Zones. . 

Tne Strategic Planning Communities. whIch would each get S3 million next year 
under the President's budget request are in: • 

Anchorage, Alaska Las VegasINorth Las Vegas, Nevada 
Birmingham, Alabama Little RockI'North Litt!e Rock, ..i,.rkansas 
BurHngton, VennontlPlattsburgh, New York New Orleans, Louisiana 
CharlestonINorth Charleston. South Carolina New York CitylBrooklyn, New York 
Jackson[ Mlss~ssippi NewarklElizabet::, New 1ersey 

. Kansas Ci:y, Missouri/K.ansas City, Kansas Providence, Rhode Island 

Louisvqle, Kentucky San Antor:io. Texas 


Tacoma/Lakewood, Washington 


TIll!: !emaining .$20 rru!lior. would :'e!p Urban Zone applica.!U3 fund s~a:egic p!a.v.ing a.nd leehmcaJ 
aSS1SU!..t'lCe. 

, 
fUNDING FOIU':1ORE RURAL AREAS ,, 

In addition to announcing the new Empowerment Zones, the Vice Preside:1t today 
announced 20 additional communities have bee:! designated as Rural E::lterprise 
Communities. mak.t:1g them eligible for a share of S50 minion in proposed federal grants 
over the next 10 years. The gfants are expected to help the Ru ..-aJ Entef?rise Communities 
create a..'1d r'etain 16,000 jobs and stimula~e $500 million in additionai private and public 
investment 'over lO'years. 

The 20 new Ru.~l Enterprise Communities selected for designation today will share 
55 million in federal grants already approved for this year -:' $250,000 for each. 

The Rural Enterprise Conunl!nities are in: 

Ada, Oklahoma Juneau, Alaska 

Ha!Ia.."'1dale, South Carolina Keshena, Wisconsin 

Austin. £ndiana Leoti, Kansas 

Bowling Green, Kentucky Lewiston, Maine 

Charleston, West Virginia Orange Cove, California 

Collie, Washbgton Poplar, MorJana 




Deming, Nbw Mexico Rutledge, Tennessee , 
Harrison, Michigan Uniontown, Pennsylvania 
Immokalee; Florida Uvalde. Texas 
Kaunak~ai, Hawaii Window Rock, Arizona 

, 

I 


I 
USDA will seek $5 million for additional special grants next year for rural communities, known as Champion 
Communities, thac applied for but did not get Empowerment Zone designation. 

, 

ZONE SELECTION 

This year 279 communities and groups of adjacent communities competed for the 
Empowenneni Zone designation -- 119 in urban are~s and 160 in rural areas. In order to 
compete for Empowerment Zone status, communities must submit strategic revitalization 
plans that act as roadmaps for transforming troubled communities. 

Zones were selected based on a scoring system that measured the quality of 
revitalization plans and private and public sector commitments made to implement the plans. 
Career civil servants made the selections. 

Further information on today's announcement may be obtained via the world wide 
web at: http://www .ezec. ~ov or by contacting HUD's public affairs office at 202-708-0685 
or USDA's public affairs office at (202) 720-2091. 

### 
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PRESiDE:\T CUi'iTON Alm VICE PRESlD£:\T GORE lil'lVEIL NEW IMTlAn\'E 


TO I:\!PRO,\'E ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES FOR AMERlCANS WITH DISABILITIES 

JaQu,I'}' 13, 1999 


Today, Presiden,t Clinton will unveil a historic new initia~ive that will remove sIgnificant barri~r:s fOf 

people with disabilities to go back to work, This trJee-part budge: initiative, which invests more than S2 
billion over five 'years, includes: (1) full funding of the Work lncentives Improvement Act which will be 
introduced bTSbnators Jeffords, Kennedy, Roth, and Moynihan next week; (1) a new SI,OOO tax credit to 
cover work-related costs for people wi:h disabilities; and (3) expa.ided access to information and 
COIT'.munication~ technologies, With these new propcsals, the Administration will have taken action on 
every recommendation made in the report of the ?:~s:dent's Task Force on the Employment of Adults 
with Disabilitie~. which the Vice ?resic.ent accepted last donth. hsti:i Dart. one oftbe foremost leaders 
of the disability Icorn..,·nunity. stated in res.ponse to today's proposals: "The Clinton-Gore Admi:;istration 
has a long history ofsupporting ~he disability co:nm~ty. This policy initiative is one of the boldes: 
since the landmark passage of ilie ADA," 

CRlTICAL NEED TO REMOVE BARRlERS TO WORK 
Since President Clinton took office, the Ar.iencan economy has added 17.7 mlHion new jobs, and 
unemployment is at a 29-year low of 4_3 percent. The unemp!oyment rate among all wo:-king-age adults 
with disabilities. ~owever, is nearly 75 percent. According to current estimates. about t ,6 million 
working-age adults have a dis.ability that leads to functional limitations and 14 minion worki:lg~age adults 
have less severe but s:ill slgn:5can: disabilities. 

People wi:h d~sabEties can bring tremendous energy and talent to the A.."TIencan workfo!"ce, but 
ins:i:utiona: barriers often limjt their ability to work. Most critically. people wi:h disabilities :)tcn 
become ineEgible for Medicaid or Medicare if they work. This means that ::1any ?'!ople wilh disabilities 
are put in the untenable position of choosing between health care coverage and work, 1:1 addition, 
advances in tedL'1o:ogy and communications are often not 2xessib:e to peoille with disabi:ities, 

THREE· PART INITIATIVE TO IMPROVE ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES FOR AlI1ERlCANS 
WITH DISABILITIES 

Funding the Work Incentives Improvem.ent Act in the President's budget. Health care W~ 
particularly prescription drugs and personal assistance - is essential for people with disabilities to work, 
Today, the Preslaent is announcing that h:s FY 2000 budget will fund the full cost of the Work Incentives 
Improvement Act. This proposal, which cos!S $1.2 biHior. over 5 years, would: 

I
Improve access to health care bY; _ 

Explding states' ability to provide a Medicaid buY-i~' to people with disabilities who rct>..:...rn ~a 
workl. Tbis provision would enable s:ates to offer tbe buy~in to people whose assets al'ld/or 
incozhe exceed curre:1t liIT'.its. it also would give states the option of offering the buy-in to 
peopie with. medical conditions, such as rheumatoid arthritis, who do not meet the Current 

disa~iHty standard, but who can wo:-k only because of medical'treatment. Finally, this 
provision would give health care grants to those states that do so. 

I 

-more



Ex~!nd;ng :'fedicare cove:age, for the fim ~ble, for people with disabilities who r..t"........... 

... "'" Iv 

\\jork. A~~tho·.lgh Medicare does not p;o .... ide as ~om~reh~?~ive a benefit as ~1edicaid, t:t:s 
aspect or the pro?osal enSures that all people with dISabIlitIeS who return to work have aCCess 
t~ health care coverage, even if they live in a stale that does no! take the tv1edicaid option. 

I . 
Creating a new Medicaid buy.in demonstra~lon to he:p pee?le with a speciflc physical Or 
dental impainnent that is not yet severe enough to qualify fOf health care asslstance, but that is 
rdasonably expected to lead to a severe cisability in the absence of medical treatment. This 
d~monstration could hel? people wifJ mL:.scular cyst:-o?hy, Parkinson'5 Disease, HIV or 
diabetes wh::: are able~:> wo:--!. ~it!l appropriate health care. 

MoCemize the ~mpIQ"":nem Services system by creating a "ticket" that will en.able 55I or SSDI 
beneficiaries to go to ar.y of a number of public or private providers for vQcatior:.a! rehab:litlt:on. 
If the beneficiary goes to work and achieves substantial earnings, provide:-s wou1d be paid a 
portion of the benefits saved. " 

Cot>;!!' a Work Incentive Grant program to p;:ovide bene;::s. pla:l.,ing and assistance, facilitate 
access to information about work in::enti'lt!s, ar.d ber:cr lmegra::e services for people with 
dtsabilities working or reruf:ling to work, 

Prodding a $1,000 tax ned!t for work-related expenses for people with disabilities. The cally cos~s 
of getting to and :Tom work, ar.d being effective at work, can be high if not prohibiti ve for people with 
dlsabtlitles. lJ:lder this r:ew pro?osal, workers with significant disabilities would recetve an a..."L'1uaJ 
S :.000 tax c:~it to he:p cover the fonnal and infonnal costs that are associated wi:h e!:'\p~oy:nent, su\:h as 
special t!"ansponation and technology. Like the Jeffords·Kennedy~Rorb~Moyniha.r. \Vork Incentive Act, 
this tax credit, which will assist 200,000 to 300,000 Americans, will help ensure tr.at ?eor:1e with 
disabihties have the tools they need to return to wo:k. The credit will cost $700 million over 5 years. 

Improviog access to assistive technology. Technology is often not acapted for people with disabilities 
and, even wh~n it is, people with disabilities rr:ay not be able to afford it This new initiative wQuld 
accelerate t..~~ development a.,d adoption of information and communications technologies that ca:l 
improve the quality of life for people with disabilities and enhance their abHiry to participate in the 
workp:ace. The i.:litiative would: (1) help make L."1e Federal government a model user of assistive 
technology; (2) support :lew and expanded state loan programs to make assistive re.:hno!ogy more 
affordable :ot' Americans with disabilities; and (3) invest in research and develoomem ar.d technology 
transfer in ar?s such as text to speech for people who are blind, automatic captlonbg for people who 
are deaf, and;speech recognition and eye tracking for people who can't use a keyboard. [t would 
provide S35 million in FY 2000. more than couble the govcrrunent's current investment in deploying 
assisuve techhology, 

! 
I 

\Vith tbese s~eps, the Administration bas: taken action on all Task Force Recommeod:ltions, In 
December, the Vice President accepted the report of the President's Task Force on the EmplQyme~t of 
Adults with Disabili:ies, took actio~ on some'oftheir recommendations, and pledged that the 
Administrati~r. would review others in the budget process, With the new steps taken today, as weI: as an 
an.~ouncemt;~t that Mrs. Go;e will make tomorrow, the Administration has taken action on ail the Task 
Force Connal re~ommendations: 

I 

-more~ 



, 
\Vork to 'pass the Work Incentive Improveme:1t ACl 
Work to pass a strong Patients' Bill of Rights, 
Examine tax options to assist with expenses of work. 
Foster interdisciplinary consortia for employment services. 
Accelera'te developI':1ent and adoption of assistive technology. 
Direct SfuaH Business Administration to ex?a.rtd outreach. 
Remove ~Federal hiring barriers for people with mental Blness -- M:-s, Gore will unveil this 

I 
tomorrow,, 
Direct OrM to develop model plan fo!" Fecera! hiring of people with disabilities. 



I 
PRESIDENT CLlt>.'TON ANNOUNCES 21st CEl'.'TURY POLICING It>.UIATIVE , 

, January 14, 1999 

Today, Pre~idem Clinton will announce the inclusion in the FY 2000 budget of nearly $1.3 ,
bilHon for a: new 21st Century Policing initiative, The new initiative builds on the President'S 
successful t±ops program by helping communities to continue ro hire. redeploy, and retain 
police officbrs; giving law enforcement officers access to the latest crime~fighring 
technolDgies; and targeting funds to engage the entire cOr:m1uni:y -- lncluding conununity 
leaders, pr6securors. probation and parole officers. school officials, and faith-based 
organizatiorts -- in preventing and fighting crime, 

In additioo.:the President will announce the release of new crime statistics showing rhal crime 
rates contin~ed, to drop significantly i!'l 1998. 

Giving Police the Support and Tools They Need 

Rcne\\ing the COPS program. The Preside,,'s FY 2000 budge' proposes nearly $1.3 billion 
~~ and nearly $6.4 billion over the next five years ~wfor a new 21s( Century POlicing Initiative 
to help communities build on their efforts under the successful COPS program. Without these 
new funds, the COPS program would be phased out this year, shortly after meeting its goal of 
helping communities put 100.000 more police on the street. National law enforcement 
org~miz:!ti0~:; support extending funding for the COPS program, 

21st Century Policing Initiative. The 21st Century Policing program is designed to help 
communities continue to hire, redeploy, and retain police officers; to give law enforcement 
officers access to the latest crime-fighting technologies: and to engage the entire corr.munity ~~ 
including comm:.mity-based prosecutors, probation and parole officers, school officials. faith~ 
based organizations. and many others --in preventing and fig:ning crime, Specifically. the 
initiative, as outlined in the FY 2000 budget, calls for the following invesunent.s: 

$600 million for more pollce on the street, These funds wodd be used primarily to 
hire and redeploy between 30,000 and 50.000 more law enforcement officers over five 
years. with an effort to target new police officers to c:ime "hot spots." A portion of 
the fUnds would also be used to help economically-distressed cornmunities absorb the 
iO!lg~term costs of their new police hires, and for prograrr.:s to train, educate, and 
re:::;ruit police officers, 

5350 million for crime-fighting technologies. These fu~ds would be used to help 
state and local enforcement agencies tap into new technologies diat wm anow them to 

communicate more effectively, solve mOre crimes. aad conduct comprehensive crime 
analysis. Examples include: 

~more.. 
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'Improved police communications, The World Trade Center and Oklahoma City 
,bombings dramatically iHustrated the need for :aw enforcement officials from 
:different agencies and jurisdictions to corrununicate effectively in joint 
operations. In Alexandria, the police depanment is piloting a number of 
Idifferent tech.'101ogies (compurers. w:reless communications. videocams, 
'software, and databases) tr.at will enab,e police and other pUblic safety omelals 
to communicate and send data and L'11ages seamlessly aCross many jurisdictions. 
The President's new initiative will allow other conununities to do the same, as 
well as to improve their communications in other ways. 

New crime-sQlvine: techuolQ2les. We can solve many more crimes by 
improving the nation's overburdened .4nd underfunded crime labs. The 
President's initiative proposes making high*end technologies --such as DNA 
analysis, photo enhancement, and voice recognition --available to even the 
smallest police departments. 

BQlsterine: Crjme Analysjs. As more police departments move toward 
'community policing, many have found that their greatest too! is real-t:me crime 
and arrest data, which allows them to achieve a detailed understanding of their 
crime problem and determine how to bes.t combat it. A notable example is New 

,I¥ork's COMPSTAT project, which utilizes computer;zed statistics and mapping 
~o analyze crime trends and aHocate police resourCeS, The President's new 
,initiative will help iocal police departmenrs tap into crime mapping ~nd other 

. t.echnologlt:s that will improve officers' abiHt}' ~o analyze, predict and respond 
~o local crime problems. 
,I 

$200 million for community prosecutors and neighborhood district attorneys. As 
police and conununity residents have joined forces to fight cri.:n~ on a proactive basis, 
corrununities also have turned to local prosecutors to playa more active rol~ in the 
crime-fighting effort. In Multnomah County, OR, neighborhood DAs work closely 
with local police, spend time in neighborhoods. and belp solve local crime problems. 
The Pr~sident's initiative will help communities throughout the country hire more 
commu;Wty-based prosecutors and develop community-based prosecution programs, 

,, 
$125 million for community~wide crime prevention. FinaHy, the President'S 21st 
CenrurY Policing proposes specifically targeting funds to engage rhe entire community 
in prev~nting and fighting··crime. These funds could be used [0: work whh probation 
and parole officers in supervising released offenders; work with local school officials in 
adopting community-wide plans to prevent school violence; involve faith~based 
organizatiOns injuveniJe crime prevention: and establish citizens' police academies that 
teach neighborhood residents problem~solving skills. 

~more--



Crimes Rates Continued to Decline in 1998 

New mid-year data for 1998. Today, for the first time. the Justice Department's Bureau of 
Justice Statistics (BJS) will release mid-year data showing that crime rates continued to decline 
in 1998, A~cording to BJS, the total number of serious violent crimes -- inclucing crimes not 
reported to ipolice -- is expected to fall below 3 million in 1998 for the first time since the start 
of its Natio~al Crime Victimization Survey in 1973, Property crimes win also continue to 
decline to record lows. By the end of 1998, both violent and property crime rates will have 
fallen by w~ll over 20 percent since 1993. 

Murder rates down dramatically. Recently, BJS also released a study showing that 3cmkide 
rates have dropped to their lowest level in 30 years, If the current rates remain steady through 
lhe end of 1998, the murder rate will have dropped by more thah 30 percent sinoe ;993.. . 

uuu 
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PROMOTING INVESTMENT IN AMERICA'S NEW 

i MARKETS 
, " January 15, 1998 

Despite the longest peacetime economic expansion in history, marked by tremendous business 
and job gro\>,.1h, 'and much capital ill search ofgood investment opportunities, many urban and 
rural areas of th~ country have not participated in the capital investment that has spurred job 
gro\\'th and economic development elsewhere at home and abroad. President Clinton's , 
commitment 10 building one America is a commitment to making progress for all Americans, in 
every home and !community in the nation. 

I 
President Clinto~ challenged the leaders of Wall Street, who arc fueling America's economic 
gro~1h) to take the lead in investing in America's own "New Markets" ~~ inner~city areas. like , 	 . 
New York's East Harlem, and distressed rural areas like parts of Appalachia, The President's FY 
2000 balanced b~dget includes a new initiative designed to create the conditions for success by: 

, 

• 	 p~oviding tax credit and Joan guarantee incentives to stimulate billions of new 
private capital investment in targeted areas; 

, 
• 	 building a network Qfprivate investment institutions to funnel credit equity. and 

tJchnicat assistance into businesses in America's new markets; and 

• 	 providing the expertise to targeted small businesses that will aliow them to use 
new investment to grow. 

,, 
WORKING WITH EXPERTS AND CONGRESS 

I , 
The President's New Markets Initiative was developed bv an Administration Ulsk force that , 	 ' 
consulted with investment advisors, community development financial and venture capital 
pioneers, and M~mbers of Congress who have lead efforts to promote investment in underserved 
areas. PresidentfClinton has laid out a solid framework from which to build, but he wHl further 
solicit the reactions and ideas of a wide range ofexperts: and Congressiona11eadcrs before he 
sends the legislation to Congress, 

I 

I 
HARNESSING, THE POWER OF THE PRIVATE MARKET TO REVITALIZE 
COMMVNITIES 

I 

I 


The New Marke~s initiative will prompt approximately $1 S billion in new investment in urban 
and rural areas through: 

i 
1. 	 Tile Ne~.4farkeI5 Tax Credit - To help spur S6 biHion in new equity capital for 

investme'nt in America's New Markets, President Clinton has proposed a tax credit worth 
up to 25 percent for investments in a wide range of vehicles serving these communities. 

http:gro\>,.1h


2. 

3. 

4. 

indudi~g community development banks, venture funds and corporations, the new 
investment company programs announced by the President (see descriptions below), and 
other taigeted investment funds, Credits would be allocated to the l;.)rgctcd investment 
vehic:es, which could use the tax credits to Rttnlet investors. The investmen! funds 
wO'J.ld make their Own decisions about what investmen~s or Joa:ls :'0 make 10 help create 
and grow businesses in the New Markets. A wide range of businesses could be: financed 
by these investment funds, including small technology firms, inner-city shopping centers. 
manufacturers with hundreds of employees, and retail stores. 

America's Primte Investment Compauies (APles) - For years, Amcrica has supported 
OP1C, the Overseas Private [nvestment Corporation, to prom01e growth in emerging 
markets ,abroad. Now we must do the same thing in America's New :"v1orkcts. Under this 
program, investors will put a minimum oeSIGO million in equity :nto new private 
investment partnerships to be known as America) ... Private Investment Comp:mies 
(AP1Cs): HLiD and SBA working together will provide up to another $200 million in 
loan guarantees for each. APIes will make equity investments in larger businesses that 
are expanding or relocating in inner cities: and rural areas. Under the financing structure, 
the private jnvcstors' funds are at risk ahead of the government. However. the individual 
investment decisions must be approved by the govemment for consistency with the 
public poliey mission of the program. 

, 
SBlO; Targeted to New ll!arkcls --Over 40 years, the SBA's small business investment 
company (SBIC) program has provided roughly $20 billion in equity and debt finuncir:g 
to more ~han &5,000 different companies, helping them at a cri~ica! stage to grow from 
small businesses to household names, like AOL and Staples. However, too little of the 
capital ihvested has benefited our cities and rural distressed communities, Last summer, 
the Vice President challenged the SBA 10 find ways to meet better the needs of minority 
firrns and underserved markets, in response, SBA determined that, under existing 
legisluti?n) the Agency can offer more flexibility and new financing terms to make it 
more attractive for SBICs to invest in businesses in low and modertllc income (LMO 
areas, Specifically, SBlCs making LMI investments will be eligib:c for a new lype of 
federally guaranteed loan to augment their capital for business investment. Interest on the 
guarantc'ed funding will be deferred for the first five years of the iO-year term to give 
SBlCs 1110re time to nurture their investments in small businesses before they must 
produce 10: return. In addition, SBA wili conduct an aggressive outreach campaign 
around the country to promote LMI investments. 

New il111!rkets Venture Capital Firms (N/lIVCJ~ - There are thousands of inner-city and 
mral enttcpreneurs who need both capital and e"pert guidance to transform their small 
busincssps and greut ideas into thriving companIes, SBA will select len-te-twenty 
NMVC ~nns wbose management has successful records in community-based venture 
capital. The equity funds of private investors Will be matched with government debt 
guarantees of up to $lO million per NMVC, with interest on the debt deferred. [nvestors 
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must also provide at least $1.5 million in technical assistance over five years to the target 
firms, m~tching SBA15 grants of technical assistance. The program should provide long, 
term~ patient growth capital and facilitate critically needed technology and management 
skills de~elopment for smaller businesses in new markets, , 

5. 	 New Jlarkels Leuding Compallies (NMLCJ - For the first time in many yerrrs, SBA will 
npprove ~approximately 10 new non-bank lenders -- firms authorized to originate loans 
under SBA's largest loan program -- the 7(a) General Business Loan Guaranty program. 
Under thle 7(31) program, SBA guaran1ees up 10 80% ofa loan that is made by lJ lender to a 
crcditwo1rthy small,business that cannot otherwise secure financing 0:1 reasonable terms. 
The firm:s selected must have a strategy to target their lending to underserved areas, 

6. 	 COlJliJrtlea Growtltfor CDFIs - The President's initiative to develop commUllity 
development financial institutions (CDfls}, locally~based institutions with expertise in 
lending and investment in underscrved areas, will continue to grow. His FY 2000 
balanced budget \\111 include $125 million for 'he CDFI fund. Thus far, CDFI has made 
over $180 million in awards to community development organizations and financial 
institutions, 

7. 	 BlIslnessLINC - The President's budget will include $3 million in seed money 10 

expand BusinessLINC -- an innovative public-private partnership launched by Vice 
President Gore and led by Treasury Secretary Rubin and SBA Administrator Alvarez ~~ to 
new markets in economically distressed communities. BusinessLINC (Learning, 
Information, Networking and Collaboration) is designed to enCQu:agc large businesses to 
work with small business owners and entrepreneurs in order to improve the economic 
compctiliveness of smaller firms located in distressed arcas, both urban and ruraL TIle 
funds will be used to leverage private sector efforts to spur new BusinessLINC 
partnerships at the national and local level. 

8. 	 Speciallzed Small Business Ilivestmenl Companies (SSBICs) - The President's budget 
will expand current tax incentives to increase the amount ofequity capital available to 
economically d,isadvantaged people by making it easier for Specialized Small Business 
Investment Companies (SSBICs) to qualify as tax~favored regulated investment 
companies. 

• 

J 



COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT ACT 

More III aI/ $1 Trillioll ofFillal/cial CommitmellfS to Ullderserped Commullilies 


President Clinton Said Today Tbat He \Vm Protect the Community Rcin\'ci!tmcnt A(!t (~RA). 
Which Has Helped Bring More lban $1 Trillion ofFinanciaf Commitments tQ America's 
Undcrserved Communities. In 1977, Congress enacted eRA to combat the practice of "red· 
lining" communities by publicly insured banks and thrifts. eRA encourages banks and thrifts to 
meet the credit needs of their communities, 'Consistent with safe and sound banking practices. 
Federal bank and thrifl supervlsDrs assess financial institutioills performance: loans made, services 
provided. and inv~stments in their communities. Banks and thrifts make their eRA ratings public 
and the public has an opportunity to comment on eRA performance before the start of u sc·hcdulcd 
examination. 

i

eRA Helps Bring Capital To Our Neighborhoods \Vithout Being Burdensome to Banks: 

• 	 In April 1995, the Clinton Administration dramatically simplifed and strengthened CRA, 
Under the ~new regulations. eRA compliance is less intrusive and burdensome ~~ mld more 
productivJ. The emphasis is now on results ~~ not paperwork and process. As James 
McLaughfin of the American Bankers Association said: "'For the vast majority of banks it, 
reduced r~ord keeping, exams went quicker, and banks now know what is required of them." 

eRA Is Working To Bring The Spark of Private Enterprise To America's Communities: 

• 	 According to the National Community Reinvestment Coalition (NCRC)) the private sector 
has pledgc'd more than $1 trillion going forward in loans to distressed communities - and 
more thao '95 percent of these financial commitments have been made since 1992, 11lat 
means that there have been 23 times more financial commitments to distressed communities 
from banks in the past six years than in the previous 15 years combined, 

• 	 According to Home Mortgage Disclosure Act data, lending to minorities and low-income 
borrowers ,'js on the rise. For example, since 1993, the number of mortgage loans to African 
Americans increased by 5& percent, to Hispanics by 62 percent; and 10 low- and moderatc
income borrowers by 38 percent ~- well above the overall market. 

eRA Ilclps Small Businesses - The Engine of Our ECQn(fmic Growth: 
I 

• 	 Small business lending is an integral part of bank eRA compliance. Banks are assessed on ,
their effort to support SOlan businesses under the lending, investment, and services tests, 
And for the first time, large hanks are reporting small business loan data by census tract. 

!, 
CR>\ IS GOO)) BANKING IlUSINESS 

• 	 Lawrence Lindsey, former Governor of the Feder:11 Reserve: "Many [institutions] now 
recogn:zc that in an era of growing competition, eRA performance may be Critical to an 
institution's ability to adjust to the new banking environment. eRA-related activities can help 
develop new markets, potentially profitable business, and improve a bank's public image." 

• 	 Mario Antoci. Chairman nlld CEO of American Savings: "Lending tn the inner cliy [has] 
turned out to be the most profitable part of our business over the past few years"'· 



A NATION TRANSFORMED 
!Clinton-Gore Administratiolt Accomplishments: 1993 - 1999 

I 
Over the la'st six years, President Clinton and Vice President Gore have led America in , 

preparing for the 2,1 st Century. The President and Vice President have put OUf economic house in 
order while provid.ing tax relief for middle income families, expanding critical investments in the 
future and continuing American leadership in the world. The accomplishments of the Clinton-Gore 
Administration ar~ giving Americans the tools to realize their potential, providing opportunity while 
demanding responkibility and building One America in which all are challenged to serve. 

I 

Economv; the Str~ngest Economy in a Generation 
, 

Closing The Book on A Generation of Deficits -- in 1992, the deficit was $290 billion, a record 
dollar high. This year, the Administration expects the budget surplus to be at least $76 billion, the 
largest budget surplus in history. 

Nearly 18 Million New Jobs -- more than 90% of the new jobs have been created in the private 
sector, the highest percentage in 50 years. 

Fastest Real-Wage Growth In More Than Two Decades -- after adjusting for inflation, wages 
have increased 2.5% in the past 12 months -- the fastest real wage growth in more than two decades. 

Lowest Unemployment in Nearly Thirty Years -- down from 7.5% in 1992 to 4.3% today-

staying below 5 % for 18 months in a row. 

Highest Homcownership Rate in History -- there are more than 7 million new homeowners 
since the President took office. 

Families and Communities; Streng'thening America's Working Families 

$500 Per-Child Tax Credit -- 26 million families with 40 million children will receive the $500 
per-child tax credit. 

'." . 
Tax Cuts for \Vorking Families -- 15 million working families receive additional tax relief 
through the President's expansion of the Earned Income Tax Credit. 

Largest Four-Year Drop in Child Poverty Since 1960s - Under President Clinton, the child 
poverty rate has declined from 22.7% to 19.9% -- the biggest four-year drop in nearly 30 years. 

Increased the Minimum Wage from $4.25 to $5.15 per hour -- increasing wages for 10 million 
workers. ' 



Protecting Families -- Family and Medical Leave allows workers to take up to 12 weeks of unpaid, 
leave to care for f~jly members without fear of losing their jobs, Millions of workers have 
already benefited {rom FMLA since its enactment 

Signcd Landmark Adoption and Safc Families Act -~ this law will help thousands ofchildren 
waiting in foster c~move more quickly into safe and permanent homes. 

Putting Families First -- put in place first~c\ler plan to protect our children from tobacco, Required 
the installation ofY-chips in all new televisions. Encouraged schools to adopt school unifoffi1 , 
policies to deter s~hooJ violence and promote disciiJHne. Produced guidelines on religious 
expression in public schools. 

Supporting Community Service -- In just five years, AmeriCorps has allowed more than 100.000 
young people to s~rve their communities while earning money for college or skills training. 

Building One America -- established the President's Initiative on Race to lead the nation towards 
becoming One America in the 21st Century, In FY99 budget, won first real increase in the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission in several years. 

Education; Largest Iny~slmenJjn Education in 30 Years 

Making 13th & 14th Grades as Universnl As High Scbool-- making the first two years of college 
universally available with SI,500 HOPE Scholarship credits. 

Expanding College Opportunity with Tuition Tax Credits, Education lRAs, \Vork Study and 
Increased PelI Grants - 20% tax credit helps offset tuition costs for college or lifetime learning. 
The expanded IRA allows penalty and tax~free withdrawals for education. This year, nearly one 
million students will be able to work their way through coHege because of the President's expansion 
of the Work Study Program, And in 1999, nearly four million students will receive a PeH Grant of 
up to $3,125, the l,argest maximum award ever. 

, 
Making College More Affordable ~~ cut student fees and interest rates on aU loans, expanded 
repayment options including income contingent repayment, and improved service through the 
Direct Loan Progriun,

I . 

More Higb-Quality Teachers: With SmalJer Class Sizes -- won a down payment on the 
President's new iriitiative to hire an additional lOO,OOO well-prepared teachers, helping school 
districts reduce c)~ size in the early grades. 

Teaching Every Child to Read by the 3rd Grade -- more than 1000 colleges have committed 
Work Study studehts to tutor chHdren in reading. and thousands ofAmeriCQrps members and senior 
volunteers are organizIng volunteer reading campaigns. Won $260 million for it new child literacy 
initiative. consiste'nt with the President's America Reads proposaL 
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Providing Safe After-School Opportunities for A Quarter of A Million Children Each Year
expanded the 21s( Century Community Learning Centers program to provide safe and educational 
after-school opportunities for up to 250,000 school-age children in rural and urban communities 
each year. 

Preparing for the 21st Century by Expanding Access to Education Technology -- created the 
Technology Literacy Challenge Fund to help connect every school to the Internet by 2000, increase 
the number of multimedia computers in the classroom and provide technology training for teachers. 
Increased overall investments in educational technology by thirty-fold, from $23 million in 1993 to 
$698 million this year. Secured low-cost connections to the Internet for schools, libraries, rural 
health clinics and hospitals. 

Establishing the GEAR-UP Mentoring Program for Middle School Children -- created a new 
mentoring initiative to help up to 100,000 low income middle school children prepare for college. 

Expanding Choice and Accountability in Public School-- supported increase of public charter 
schools, from one ~harter school in the nation in 1993 to more than 1,000 charter schools in 1998, 
on track toward 3,000 quality charter schools early next century. 

Providing Early Education to 835,000 Children with Head Start - now reaching more kids than 
at any time since its creation in 1965 and more than 200,000 additional children than in 1992. 

Crime and Drugs: Lowest Crime Rates in 25 Years 

, 

Violent Crime at Lowest Level since 1973 -- violent crime fell 7% in 1997 and 21 % since 1993. 
The murder rate is down more than 25% since 1993, its lowest point in 30 years. 

I 
Putting 100,000 N:ew Police on the Street -- in 1999, ahead of schedule and under budget, the 
Administration will meet its commitment of 100,000 police officers for our communities. 

Over 250,000 Fellns, Fugitives and Stalkers Denied Handgulls -- since the President signed the 
Brady Bill into Ja"J. And the historic 1994 Crime Bill banned 19 of the deadliest assault weapons 
and their copies, k~eping assault weapons off our streets. 

Developed Comp~ehensive Anti-Drug S·trategy Including an Unprecedented $2 Billion 
Anti-Drug Youth 'Media Campaign -- appointed four-star General Bany McCaffrey as the, 
nation's Drug Czar. 

I 
Fighting Hate Crimes -- enacted the Hate Crimes Sentencing Enhancement Act in 1994. 
Announced sponsorship of the Hate Crimes Prevention Act during the historic White House 
Conference on Hat~ Crimes in 1997. . 

I 
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Health eye; Increasing Access for Millions or Americans 

Protected Medicare - protected, modernized and extended the Medicare trust fund for at least a 
decade while offering new options for patient choice and preventive care. 

Enacted Single Largest Investment in He.lth Care for Childre. since 1965 -- the $24 billion 
Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP) will provide health care coverage for up to five 
million children. . 

Passed Meaningful Hcalth Insurance Reform ~~ signed the Kassebal!mJKenneCiy Health Care Bill 
which limits exclusions for pre-existing conditions, makes coverage portable and helps individm!ls 
who lose jobs maintain coverage. 

R.ised Immunization Rates to All Time High - 90"/' oftoddlers In 1996 received the most 
critical doses of ea~h of the routinely recommended vaccines - surpassing the President's 1993 
goaL 

Ensuring Safe Food for America's Families -- issued new standards to reduce and prevent 
contamination of meat, pouhry. and seafood; signed the Food Quality Protection Act with special 
safeguards for kids~ issued new regulations that improve the safety of fruit and vegetable juices: 
and created a President:s Council on Food Safety to develop a comprehensive food safety 
strategic plan for federal agencies. 

i 
Welfare. Rgfurm aka Communirv CntplJwttrlnttllli Largest Drop in the \VeJfare Rons in History 

Lowest pcrcentaJe of People on 'Vel fare in Thirty Years -- 5.7 million people are offwelfare 
today, a more than 40% decrease from 1992 and the largest decline in the welfare rolls in history. 
Signed the landmJk welfare reform law to require work. impose time limits and dramatically 
expand child care spending. Between 1996 and 1998, the number of people who were on welfare in 
one year and working in the next year increased 28% to 1.5 million people. 

I , 
80% Increase in Child Support Collections ¥~ signed into law the toughest child support 
crackdown in hist~ry., 

Moving from We~fare to Work -- the Balanced Budget included $3 billion to move long-tenn 
welfare recipients tnto jobs and a tax credit for employers. 

,,, 

Helping People Get to \Vork -- the President's Access to Jobs initiative and revetSe commute 
grants wiIJ help communities design innovative transportation solutions so that families who need to 
work can get to work. 

flelping Families;Move from Welfare to ·Work with New Housing Vouchers -- 50,000 new 
housing vouchers will help families get or keep a job. 
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Expanded Investment in Urban and Rural Areas -- by creating 31 Empowerment Zones and , 
more than 100 En~erprise Communities that have created new jobs, new opportunities and stronger 
communities. 

Environment: Protecting Natural Treasures and Puhlic Health 

Toughest New Air Quality Standards in a Generation -- approved new clean air standards for 
smog and soot that will prevent up to 15,000 premature deaths a year and improve the lives of 
millions ofAmericans who suffer from respiratory illnesses. 

Accelerating Toxic Cleanups and Brownfields Redevelopment -- cleaned up nearly three times 
as many Superfund sites in six years as the previous administrations did in tvle!ve. Leveraged nearly 
$1 billion in private sector investment for brownfields redevelopment 

Keeping Our Dr~nkjng "Vater Safe - proposed and signed legislation to strengthen the Safe 
Drinking \Vaier ~ct to ensure that our families have healthy, clean tap water, Required America's 
55,000 water utilities to provide regular reports to their customers on thc quality of their drinking ,
water. 

Reducing the Threat of Global 'Warming -- negotiated a., international treaty to reduce 
greenhouse gas e~lssions in an environmentally strong and economically sour.d way. Secured $1 
hiHion in FY99 f~r research incentivcs to reduce greenhouse gas emissions through energy 
efficiency and clean energy technologies. 

Protecting Our Natural Treas.ures ~- protected or enhanced nearly 150 milIion acres of public and 
private lands, froin the red rock canyons of Utah to the Florida Everglades, Reached agreements to 
protect Yellowst6nc from mining and save lhe ancient redwoods ofCaiifornia's Headwaters Forest , 

Science «lid Tcc!tttplogYi Leading America into the Next Milfenniu m 

Historic Investments in Biomedical Research ~~ the FY99 budget cOl1tai:1ed the large.';t~ever dollar 
increase in funds for the National Institutes of Health (NIH), including a 14% increase in !'lJH 
research funding. This expansion will enable scientists to pursue a wide range of cutting edge 
research from cancer to AIDS to genetic discoveries. 

Supporting University Research, Training the Next GeneratIon of Scientists and Engineers .. 
the FY99 budget1contained a 7% increase in the National Science Foundation research bUdget to 
support science and engineering rcse:rrch across all iic!ds and disciplines. ,,, 
Strengthening HIe Economy and NationaJ Security 'with Information Technology - provided 
$1 Billion investment to help ensure (hat America leads the world in information technologies that, 
predict tornados,ldesign life~saving drugs, and make air travel safer and more efficient, and maintain 
our nuclear weapons stockpile without nuclear testing. 

I 

5 



Ensuring U.S. Le,adership in Space Science and Explorntiou- increased investments in space 
science that supported space exploration as well as new discoveries about the creation of the 
universe. 

Foreign roliC}': World's Strongest Force for PCi!C~ freedom and Prosperity 
, 

Promoting Peace ~nd Strengthening Democracy 
• 	 Restored mokentum to the Middle East peace process, brokering the Wye River 

Mcmorandum land visiting Israel and Gaza. 
• 	 Led efforts that produced Good Friday peace agreement in Northern Ireland, el1ding 

decades of bloodshed. 
• 	 Negotiated cease-fire in Kosovo. preventing humanitarian catastrophe and new war in Europe. 
• 	 Bui1ding a self-sustaining peace in Bosnia through implementation of the Dayton Peace 

accords. 
• 	 Restored democracy in Haiti, ending military dictatorship and slopping refugee flows, 
• 	 Helped settle'Peru~Ecuador border dispute and end civil war in Guatemala. 
• 	 Pressing for tiuman rights, religious freedom, and an elimination of thUd labor worldwide. 

I 
Combatillg New Threats 
• 	 Protecting AJlcricans from \Veapons of Mass Dcstruction by reducing Russian nuclear, 

arsenals, ratifying the Chemical \Veapons Convention, and signing the Comprehensive Test 
Ilan Treaty. 

• 	 Combating t~rrorism by developing a national counterterrorism strategy and striking terrorist 
targets in Afghanistan and Sudan. Addressing threats to our infrastructure like 
cybertcrrorism and biological and chemical weapons. 

• 	 Containing S~ddam Hussein through diplomacy, economic sanctions and milital)' force., 
• 	 Preventing N,orth Korea from developing nuclear weapons through deterrence, diplomacy 

and non~proliferatjon. 
• 	 Improving military readiness through increased defense spending. 

Streflgthe/Jing Alliances and Building Partncrships 
• 	 Built a stronger and larger NATO to ensure a more stable, democratic Europe and a fully

integrated Russia. 
• 	 Deepening security alliances with Japan and South Korea, 
• 	 Built more constructive relntionship with China through engagement and frank dialogue On 

human rights,lsccurity and trade. 
.. Expanding trade relations and strengthening democracy in Asia and Latin Amerka. 
• 	 Building pat1ncrships ""Hh Africa during historic Presidential trip. 

Expal1diJlg Pros/!crily 
• 	 Opening markets abroad through ~APTA, GATT and 270 other free trade agreements,
• 	 Addressing global cconomic crisis by leading international relief efforts and stimulating 

worldwide growth 
• 	 Leading cffohs to establish world finance and trade systems for 21 st century economy that 

benefits ordinary citizens in all countries, 
1/99 



,, THE CLINTON-GORE 

ECONOMIC RECORD 

, , Before ~fter Sj~ Year~ 

First budget 5urnlus in a 
generation -- the largest 
dollar surplus on record 

Budget DeficiUSurplus,, 
I 

$290 billion deficit in 1992-
the highest dollar level 

in history 

Job Gro,,,'th 
, 

I 

Previous Administration: worst 
record since the 
Great Depression 

17.7 million new jobs -- with 
the highest percentage in the 

private sector in 50 years 

Unemployment 
I 

7.5% in 1992 4.5% in 1998 .- the lowest in 
29 years and lowest 

peacetime rate in 41 years 

Median Family Income 
(Adjusted for Inflation) 

Down $1,835 from 1988-1992 Up $3,517 since 1993 

, 
Real Hourly Wages 

, 

, 

Down 5% fTom 1981-1992 Up about 2.5% over past year 
-- the fastest real wage growth 

in over 20 years 
, 

Private-Sector Growth 
(Average Annual Rate) 

2.4% from 1981-1992 3.9% -- the fastest ratc since 
Johnson was President 

Business Investment 
(Producer's Durable Equipment 
Average Annual, Growth Rate) 

·1.9% from 1988-1992 12.1% -- the fastest rate since 
Kennedy was President 

Federal Government 
Sp·cnding 

(As A Share of GOP) 

Up from 21.7% in 1980 
to 22.5% in 1992 

Cut from 22.5% in 1992 to 
19.6% in 1998 --lowest level 

in 25 years 

Welfare Rolls 14.1 million people on welfare 
in Jan. 1993 

8.4 million people on welfare 
-- down 41 % since 1993 -

lowest percentage since 1968 

Innation 
(Average Annual Rate) 

4.2% from 1981-1992 2.5% -- the lowest since 
Kennedy was President 

Homeownership Rate Down, from 65.4% in 1981 to 
64.2% in 1992 

7.4 million new homeowners 
-- the highest homeownership 

rate in history 
(66.8% in 3rd qtr of 1998) 

Auto Production 1992; Trailed Japan for 13th 
consecutive year 

World's #1 auto producer for 
five years in a row 

Competitiveness 1992: Trailed Japan, Germany, 
Denmark, and Switzerland 

World's most competitive 
economy for five years 

lOa row 
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, 
Regional TV News Scnrices Invited to State of the Union Background Briefing 

A.H Bela Corporation, 
(18 -- NM, nq)R, HI, WA,MO, 
AZ, OK,!D, CA, NC, KY, VA, VA, LA) 
David Cassidy I 
(202) 661-8400 I , 

Bonneville Broadcasting, 
(I -- UT) 
Charles Sherrill 
(202) 737-3100 

CONUS Communication 

(Satellite newsgathering -- nationwide) 

Jeff Ballou 
(202) 467-5600 

Cox Broadcasting 
(9 -- CA, TX, IL, FL, OH, MI, PA, GA, NC) 
Steve Gasque 
(202) 737-0277 

Fisher Broadcasting 
(2 -- OR, WA) 
Glenn Elvington 
(202) 783-0322 

Hearst-Argyle Television 
(12 -- AR, MO, OK, CA, MS, MD, MA, WI, OH, FL, NY, PAl 
Gal)' Griffith 
(202) 457-0220 . 

Mcdill News Service , 
(12 -- LA, TX, VT, ND, lA, 

IL, WI, VT, KY; OH) 

Mal)' Coffman r 


(202) 347-8700 , 
, , 

NBC Newschannel 

(200 NBC affiliJtes nationwide) 

Jay Hurt I 
(202) 885-4224 , 

I 
Potomac News Service , 



(150 - Nationwide) 
Mike Ryan I 
(202) 783-6464 

Tribune Broadc~ting 


(17 -- IL, TX, CA, CO, FL, LA, GA, ~A, NY, PA, CT, IN) 

Cissy Baker : 

(202) 824-8474 lor 825 I 

The Washingto~ Bureau 
(200 CBS statiori nationwide) 
Richard Tillery , 
(202) 347-6396 

Washington News Network 
(100 - Nationwide) 
Ron Sarro 
(202) 628-4000 



.' -

Regional Newspaper Services Invited to State of the Union Background Briefing 
Block Newspapers 
Pat Griffith 

BNA I 
Mark Thesanthal 

Cleveland Plain~Dealer, 
Tom Brazaitis 

Copley News Service 
George Condon 

Cox Newspapers 
Bob Deans 

I
Donrey Newspapers 

I
Stephen Tetreault , , 

Gannett Newspapers 
Deborah Mathis , 

Griffin·Larrabee News 
Betty Mills 

Hearst Newspaper Group 
Stewart Powell 

I 
Johnson Newspaper Group 
Marc Heller I, 

I 

Knight.Ridder ;Newspapers 
Jodi Enda/Bo~ Rankin 

McClatchy News Service 
Leo Rennert 

Medill News Service 
I

Mary Coffma~ 
, 

Newhouse Ne~s Service 
Miles Benson 

I
Northwest Newspapers 
Larry Swisher1 



Phillips News Service 
Pete Pichaske I 

, 
Scripps Howard News Service 

I
Ann McFeatters 

Small Newspaper Group 
Edward Felker' 

States News Service 
Leland Schwartz 

New York Times Regional Newspaper Group 
Carl Hulse 

Thomson Newspaper Group 
Maureen Groppe 

Mark Sandalow 
San Francisco Chronicle 

Bill Douglas 
Newsday 

Susan Feeney I 

Dallas MorninglNews 
, 
I 

Tim Loughran I 

Bloomberg 


Ken Bazinet , 

New York Daily News 


I 
Roger Simon I 

Chicago Tribune 

Lynn Sweet 
Chicago Sun-Times 

I 
, 

Nancy Mathis , 
Houston Chronicle 



• 

The CUnton Presidency: A Historic Era of Progress and Prosperity 
t 

• 	 long'est econt.HIiiC expansion in American history 
The President's strategy of tiscal discipline, open foreien markets and investments in the American people 
helped create the condihons for a ~ecord 115 months of ecor.ornic expansion. Growth has averaged 4 
percent per year 'since 1993. . 

• 	 L.owest t'tlcieral income tax burden in 35 years 
President Clinton enacted targeted tax ClI;ts'such as the Earned Income Tax Credit expansion. $500 child tax 
credit and the HOPE Scholarship and Lifetime Leaming Tax Credits; Federal income taxes as a percentage 
of income tor ,;he typical American family have dropped to their lowest level in 35 j'l!1lfS. 

• 	 Highest homeoivnership ill Amerit'an history 
A S!:rong economy l.md·fiscul dis;.:;pline kept interest rates low. making it possible for more families to buy 
homes. The ho~eownership rate :ncreused from 64.2 percent in 1992 to 67. 7 percent. the highest rate ever. 

• 	 More than 22 million new johs 
More than 22 million jobs were ;,;reated !n tess than eig!1t years .• the most ever under a single 
administration. llnd more than were crellted in the previoes twelve years. 

• 	 Lowest unemployment In 30 yean . 
Unemployment ,dropped from more than 1 percent m 1993 to just 3.9 percent in October 2000, 
Unemployment for African Americans nnd Hispanics feli to the lowest rates on record. and the 
unemplQY1uent rate for women is the lowest in more than 40 years. ' 

• 
• 	 Lowest crime rate in 25 years 

8:eclluse of Pres~dent Clinton'S tough and smart antt~crime strntegy ofenacting tougher penalties. increasing 
prosecution one prevention. and fighting for commoa sense gun safety laws, the crime rate declined fOf 8 
cons.ecutive years. the longest continuous drop on record. and is at the lowest level since 1913. 

I 
• 	 100.000 more police on the street 

As part of the \ 994'Crime Bill. President Clinton enuct.ec! a new initiative to fund 100.000 community police 
officers for more than 11.000 luw enforcement agencies. 

• 	 Smallest welfare rolls in 32 years 
In 1992. the President pledged to end welfare as we know tt and signed landmark bipartisan welfare reform 
legislation in 1996, Since then, welfare case loads have been cut in half,. to the lowest level since 1968. und 
millions of potrenrs have joined the workforce. 

• 	 Family and Mtxiicnl Leave Act for 20 million Americans. 
To belp parents! succeed at work nnd at home, President Clinton signed the Family and Medical Leave Act 
in 1993. Over 2Q' million Amerh:.ms have taken unpaid leave to care for a newborn child or sick family 
member. 

• 	 Higher itwomes at aU Jevels 
After falling by nearly $2,000 between 1988 and 1992, the median family's income rQse by $6,338, after 
adjusting tor inflation, sin<:e 1993. African Amerk:m family income increased even more, rising by nearly 
$7.000 since 1993, After yean;: ofstagnant income growth among average dnd ;ower income families. all 
lncome brackets experienced double~digit income !.'l'owth since 1993, The bottom 20 percent saw the 
largest income t,,'l'Qwth tlt 16J percent 

t 

• 	 Luwest teen birth rate in 60 years 
(0 his Iif!)S State of the Union Address. President Clinton challenged Americans to Join together In a 
national campaign against teen pregnancy. The birth rate tor teens aged l5-l9 declined every year of the 
Climor: P;-esidency. trom 60" pel' 1,000 teens in 1992 to :1 record low of 49.6 in 1999. 

" 
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• 	 Largest Expansion of College OTlportunity Since the GI 8m 
President Clinton :md Vice President Gore have nearly doubled financial aid for srudents by increasing Pell 
Grants to the largest award ever. expa..,dmg Fedeml Work·Srudy to allow \ million students to work their 
way through college, and by creating new tax credits and scholarships such us Lifetime LearnIng tax credits 
and the HOPE scholarship. At the same time, mxpayers have saved S IS billion due to the decline in student 
loan defautts. increased collections and savings from the direct student toan program. 

• 	 Lowest poverty rate in 20 yean 
Since Congress passed President Clinton'S EconomIc Plan in i993, the poverty rate declined from is.l 
percent to 11.8 percent last year - the largest six-~ drop in poverty in "nearly 30 years. There are now 7 
mil:ion fewer people in poverty than in 1993" The child poverty nue declined more than 25 percent, the 
poverty rates for:singJe mothers. African Americans and ~he elderly have dropped to their lowest level on 
n:cord. and thl! ~ispanic poverty mte dropped to its lowest level since 1979, 

, 
• 	 Oeaetivatf;d more (han 1,100 nuclear wuhe:lds from the former Soviet Union 

Efforts tif the CJ~nton-Gore Admmistratton led to the dismantling of more than 1.7QO nuclear warhencis. 300 
launchers and 425 land and submarine based missiles from the fotmtr SovIet Union . 

., 	 Prote<:ted millions of acres of American land 
President Clinton protected more Iar:.d in "dle lower 48 states than any president since Theodore Roosevelt. 
He has protected 5 r.ew nationa: parks, designated it new national monuments and expanded two others llnd 
proposed prQtec~ions for more than 40 million acres of road!e:ss areas in America's national forests. 

• 	 Paid off $360 biHion ofth:e natjooal debt .. 
Between 1 99S-2000, the national debt was reduced by $363 billion - the largest three-year debt pay-down 
in American history. We are now on track to payoff the entire debt by 2012. 

, 
• 	 Convene{{ the largest budget deficit in American history to the largest surplus 

Thar.ks in :orge part 10 the t993 Delicit Reduction Act. the 1997 Balanced Budget Act, nnd President 
Clinton's call toisave the surplus for debt reduction. Social Security, and Medicare solvency, America has 
put its fiscnl ho~se in order. TIle deficit was $290 bitlion in 1993 and expected to grow to $455 billion by 
:his year. Instead, we have a projected surp-Ius of$237 billion. 

• 	 :'vlore families own stock than ever before 
The number of families owning stock in the Unite~ States increased by 40 percent since 1992, 

• 	 Lowest Infant mortality rate in American history 
The Clinton Administration expanded efforts to provide mothers and newhom children with health care" 
Today, u record high 82 percent of all mothers receive prenatal care. The infant mortality rate has dropped 
from 8.5 deaths pcr LOOO in i992 to 7.2 deaths per 1,000 in 1998, the lowest rate ever recorded, , 

I 
• 	 Most diverse cabiDet in American history 

The President has appointed more African Americans, women and Hispanics to the Cabinet than an)' other 
President in history. He appointed the first female Attorney General, the first female Secretary of State and 
the Erst AS!aJl American cahinet secretary ever . 

.' . 
• 	 LO\l\<cst goveromeoc spending in three det;ades 

Under President Clinton fedemJ government spending as a share of the eeonomY'has deereased from 22,2 
percent in 1992 'to a projected t8.5 percent in 2000. the lowest since 1966, 

I 

• 	 Connei.:ted 95 percent of schools to the Internet 
President Clinton and Vice'President Gore's new commitment to education technology, including the E· 
Rate and a 3.000 percent increase in educational technology funding, increased the percentage of schools 
\Conneded to the [nfernet from 35 percent in :994 to 9S perce:1t in 1999. 



• 

President Clinton and Vice President Gore 
Eighf Years ofPeace, Progress ami Prosperity 

1993 


. Ianuary 22 

Feoruary 5 

;~lay 20 

August 10 

. Abolished Restrictions on Medical Research and the Right to Choose 
I 

As his first executive actions, President Clinton revoked the Gag Rule, which 
prohihited aborti_on counseling in clinics that receive federal funding to serve 
low-income patients. He also revoked restrictions on a woman's legal right to 
privately funded abortion services in military hospitals, restrictions on the 
import of RUA86. and the award of ramily planning grants. The President also 
lifted the moratorium on federal funding for research involving fetal tissue, 
allowing progress on research into treatments for Parkinson"s disease, 
Alzheimer's. diabetes and leukcmia.,(Executive Memoranda. l/22193)· 

"amlly and Medical L.av. Act 
The Family & Medical Leave Act (FMLA) •• the first piece of legislation the 
President signed into law -- enables workers to take up to 12 weeks unpaid leave 
io care for u new baby or ailing family member without jeopardizing their job. 
The previous administration vetoed the bill twice, (PL 103-3. signed 215/93) 

"Mo1or Voter"" Registration 
The Clinton Administration made it easier for mlHtons of Americans to register 
to vote by allowing registration at the Same time they get a driver's license. The 
Motor Voter law led to the registration of more than 28 million new voters, 
more registered voters than the passage of the 26th Amendment, which lowered 
the voting age to 18 years. (PL 103;31. signed 5120/93). 

Clinton-Gore Deficit Reduction Plan 
Passed without a single Republican vote, the Clinton-Gore Adminislration '5 

economic plan established fiscal discipline by slashing the deficit in half - the 
largest deficit reduction pian in history •• while making important investment in 
our economic future. including education, health care, and science and 
technology research. Fiscal discipline established by the Clinton·Gore 
Administration has turned the largest deficits in our country's history into the 
largest surplus. (PL 103-66. signed 8/10193) 

Earned Income Tax Credit Expansion/Working Family Tax Cut 
President Clinton succeeded in passing an expansion of the Earned Income Tax 
Credit, giving a tax cut to 15 million of the hardest-pressed American workers. 
!n 1999. the EITC lifted 4.1 million people out ofpoverty - nearly double the 
number lifted oul of poveny by ,he EITC in 1993. (PL 103-66;signed 8/10193)., . 



September 21 

November 30 

December 8 

.. . 

Student Loan Reform 
Created the Direct Student Loan Program, which cut red tape and admiriistrative 
costs by eliminating subsidies and bureaucracy in the Student Loan Program. 
The program has saved taxpayers $4 billion since 1993 and allowed interest rate 
reductions for students. (PL 103-66, signed 8/10/93) 

Empowerment Zone/Enterprise Communities Program 
Created nine Empowerment Zones and 95 Enterprise Communities with tax 
incentives and $100 million per EZ in discretio~ary investment dollars to spur 
local community planning· and economic growth in distressed communities. At 
the President's request, Congress expanded the program in 1994 and again in 
1997. To date, the EZ program has leveraged over $10 million in additional 
private investment into EZs. The EZ program represents the most ambitious 
incentives program ever offered by the federal government to promote private 
sector investment in distressed areas in America. 

Childhood Immunization Initiative 
In 1992; less than 60 percent of two-year-olds were fully immunized - the third 
lowest rate in the Western Hemisphere. The Clinton-Gore Economic Plan 
contained investments to guarantee the health of children and prevent the easily 
avoidable costs of preventable childhood diseases. Today, the nation's overall 
immunization rate for preschool children is at the highest rate ever recorded. 

AmeriCorps Community Service Initiative 
AmeriCorps allows Americans to serve communities across the country while 
earning money for college or skills training. Since its inception, 150,000 
volunteers have participated in Americorps; that means that more people have 
enrolled this Clinton Administration initiative in its first 5 years than did in the 
Peace Corps' first 20 years. (PL 103-82, signed 9/21193) 

Brady Act Signed 
After seven years of debate under previous administrations. the" President signed 
legislation creating a five-day waiting period and background check before the 
purchase of a handgun. The Brady Law has helped to prevent a total of more 
than 536.000 felons. fugitives, domestic abusers, and other prohibited 
purchasers from buying guns. Since 1993, the gun-related crime rate has 
declined by more than 35%. (PL 103-159, signed 11130/93) 

NAFTA Ratified 
President Clinton worked to pass bipartisan legislation implementing the North 
American Free Trade Agreement, creating the world's largest free trade zone . 
Since passage ofNAFTA. the U.S. manufacturing sector has created 400,000 
jobs, and exports to Canada and Mexico support 600,000 more jobs tod~y than 
in 1993: (Signed 12/8/93) 



I L-________________~~________________~.1994 

March 31 

May 18 

September 13 

.' , 

Goals 2000 Education Standards 
This: legislation providc4 assistance to states to implement high standards and 
challengl0g curricula to help all children succeed. Today, 49 states have used 
Goals 2000 to adopt strong new academic standards. (PL 103-227, signed 
3i31194) 

Head Start Expansion a~d Reform 
President Clinton and Vice President Gore proposed and p-assed legislation 
increasing Head Start participation and qunlity, The new bill established 
minimum performance stanuards, strong accountability and created the Early 
Head Start program for early childhood development. The Admlnis1ration has 
inereased funding for Head Start by more than 90% since 1993. (PL 103-252, 
signed 5118194) , 

Crime Bill 
Enacted the Clinton~Gore Adminisrratiou's tough and smart crime fighting 
strategy. The Bill contained tougher penalties, including "three strikes and 
you're out" legislation, helped states build more prisons and increased 
prevention and victims rights. As a result. the overall crime rate has dropped for 
S years in a row - the longest continuous drop on record - and is now at a 26 
year low, (PL 103-322, signed 9113194) 

Assault Weapons Ban 
President Clinton and Vice President Gore overcame intense opposItion by the 
gun lobby to ban 19 of the most dangerous assault weapons. Thanks 1n part to 
the Clinton-Gore Administration' s efforts to take these dangerous guns 0 ff the 
streets. gun VIolence has declined by more than 35 percent since 1993. (PL 103
322, signed 9113194) , 

100,000 Community Police Officers 
The Clinton~Gore Administration succeeded in passing a bill providing local 
governments fiUlding to hire and r~deploy 100,000 community police officers, 
COPS helped contribute to a decline that brought the overall erime rate to the 
lowest level in 25 years. In [999. crime feU for the eighth consecutive year 
nationwide. (PL 103-322, signed 9/13194) 

Violence Against Women Act 
The CJinton~Gore Administration fought for and signed this hill. which contains 
new penalties. resources to prosecute more domestic violence offenders, arid 
funding to triple domestic violence shelters. The Administration also 
established a nationwide 24·hour Domestic Violence Hotline. This initiative 
represents the first federal effort to address domestic violence and violence 
against women. Today, the number ofviytims of domestic vi?lence has fallen 
from 1,1 million in 1993 to 876,340 in 1998, (PL 103-322, signed 9113194) 



1 
September 23 

October 31 

I}ecember 8 

! 
Community Development Financial Institutions (CDFI) Fund Created 
Meeting an early campaign commitment. the President signs 1egislation creating 
the CDFI Fund to support both specialized financial institutions and traditional 
banks thal serve lower-income communities. As oflate 2000, the CDFI Fund 
had certified over 400 community deveiopment banks, community development 
credit unions, housing Dlld business loan funds and venture capital firms as 
COPI,. The CDFI Fund has provided over $427 million in funding to 
institutions that provide capital and financial services to underserved markets, 

California Desert Protection Act 
The largest land protection bill since 1980 protected nearly 8 million acres of 
wilde111ess and created three new national parks. (I'L 103-433. signed 10/31/94) 

GATT Ratified 
The Cljnton~Gore Administration worked with a bipartisan majority in tbe 
Senate to pass legislation implementing the General Agreement on Tariffs lmd 
trade (GATT). This agreement allows American workers and businesses to' 
compete in a freer, fairer. and more effective global trading system. (PL I03~ 
465. signed 12/8194) 

·LI________~--~----------~19~~~----------------------~. 
.",lDuary]1 President Clinton Iss~es Loans Preventing Economic Collapse in l\1ex:ico 

After Congress refused to'act. President Clinton issues $20 billion in emergency 
loans to Mexico to stabilize the country's financial markets. Loans from the 
United States and the International Monetary Fund stopped the collapse of the 
peso, prevented economic crisis. and helped the country return to ool1d 
economic growth. Mexico repaid the loans with interesUhree years ahead of 
schedule. US. taxpayers made a net gain of nearly $580 million from the loan. 
(1131195) 

Murch 8 Executive Order Preventing Permanent Striker Replacement Issued 
tn order to maintain fairness and balance bern'een workers and management, 
President Clinton issued an executive order preventing the federal government 
from contracting with businesses that hire permanent rep!acernents for 
employee, engaging in lawful strikes. (E.O. 12954) 

December 14 Dayton Peace Accords Signed 
Leaders of the rivai factions in the Bosnian civil war signed a treaty to end the 

.. nearly four-year-old conflict, fonnally approving the pact they had initialed in 
November in Dayton, Ohio after three weeks of U.S.-sponsorcd talks. 



1996 


February 8 

April 26 

August 3 

August 6 

August 21 

Augustll 

Telecommu~ications Reform Signed 

President Clinton and Vice President Gore achieved the first major overhaul of 

the telecommunications laws in 60 years. Reforms of the 1934 

Telecommunications Act finally achieved by the CHnton-Gore Administration 

opened up competition between local telephone companies, long distance 

providers and cable companies; and requires the use of new V-chip technology 

10 enahle families to exercise greater control over the lelevision programming 

that comc.<; into their homes. The act also contained the Vice President's E~Rate 


proposal. which provides low-cost Internet connections for schools, libraries, 

rural health clinics and hospitals, (PL 104·104, signed 2/8/96) 


Minimum Wage Increased 

President Clinton and Vice President Gore fought for and won a 90-cent per 

hour increase in the minimum wage ~ increa<;ing wages for 10 million workers. 

This increase was the first in 6 years and in 1996 it was the largest single-year 

increase ever, (PL 104-134, signed 4126/96) 


Food Quality Protection Act Signed 

This Act established toughest standards for pesticide residues in food ever. and 

for the first limes required that'the standards take into account spcciaJ risks to ... 

children, (PL 104·170, signed 8/3/96) 


Safe Drinking Water Act 

Amendments to lhe Safe Drinking Water Act requjred the strongest standards of 

safety and purity in America's drinking water while establishing a revolving 

loan fund to help communities upgrade their water treatment facilities, (PL 104
182, signed 8/6/96) 


Kennedy-Kassebaum Health Insnrance Reform 

This bipartisan health insurance refonn bill guarantees that workers can keep 

their insurance if they lose or leave their jobs and expands coverage for small 

businesses and self-employed individuals. Roughly 25 million people have 

benefited from the greater flexibility thatthis law ensures, (PL 104·191, signed 

8121/96) 

,. 
Welfare Reform Enacted 
President Clinton kept his promise to end welfare as we know it by requiring 
welfare recipients to work, limits the time they can stay on welfare, and provides 
child care and health care to help them make the move from welfare to work, It 
also enacted tough new child support enforcement measures propoS¢ by the 
President. Since January 1993. the number ofpeople on welfare has fallen by 
more than haif. from 14,1 million to 63 million and has resulted in the smallest 
welfare rolls in 30 years, (PL 104·193, signed 8/22/96) 



September 18 	 Created Grand Staircase-Escalante NatiooalMoDumeut 
The creation of this National Monument preserved unspoiled remote canyons 
and extensive geologic and world-class paleontological sites, President Clinton 
was the first President to designate a National Monument since 1978 and 
throughout his term the President has protected more land as national 
monuments in the lower 48 states - over 4.6 million acres - th?n any 
president in history. (Presidential Proclamation. 9/18/96) 

, '1997 


Chemical Weapons Convention Ratified 
In April. the Senate ratified the Chemical Weapons Convention. which makes 
the production. acquisition, stockpiling, transfer and use of chemical weapons 
illegal. (Ratified 4/24/97) , 

June 4 	 Indi\'iduals \Vith Disabilities Education Act Reauthorized" 
The expanded IDEA ensures that children with disabilities can be in t~e 
classroom and be included in school activities like work experience. science 
clubs and field outings. It also applies the same high standards and ensures that 
children with disabilities learn the same things with the same curricula and the 
same assessments as all other children. (Signed 614197) 

.Iuly 16 	 Stronger Air Quality Regulations 
On July 16. 1997. the President approved the strongest air quality standards in 
history to control pollution from smog and soot. The standards could prevent 
15.000 premature deaths every year and will improve the lives ofmil1ions of 
Americans suffering from rcspiratory Hiness. Enforcement of the new standards 
has been delayed by court action. (7116197) 

August 5 	 Balanced Budget Agreement 
In February. the President submitted the first plan to finish the job ofeliminating 
the deficit and the balanced budget in 27 yeaTS, On August 5th. he signed the 
Balanced Budget Act of t 997. which finished the job of eliminating the $290 
billion budget deficit. (PL 105-34, signed 815197) 

S500 per Child Tax Credit 

As part of the Balanced Budget Agreement, the President secured a $500 per 

child tax credit for approximately 27 million families with children under t 7. 

including tbirteen million children from families with incomes below $30,000. 

(PL 105-34. signed 815/97) 




November. 19 

Children's Health Insurance Program Created 
At the urging of the Clinton-Gore Administration, Congress passed the largest 
increase in children's health coverage since the creation of Medicaid -- the five 
year, $24 billion State Children's Health Insurance' Program (S-CHIP), which 
will provide health care coverage for up to five million children. As of June 
2000, approximately 25 million children were enrolled in S-CHIP. (PL 105-34, 
signed 8/5197) I 

HOPE Scholarships/Lifetime Learning Tax Credits 
President Clinton proposed· and passed the largest increase in coll~gc 
opportunity since the GI bill. The Hope Scholarship provides a tax credit of up 
to $1,500 for tuition and fees for the first two years of college. When fully 
phased-in. the Lifetime Learning tux credit will provide a 20 percent tax credit 
on the first $10,000 of tuition and fees for students beyond the first two years of 
college, or laking classes part-lime. (PL 105-34, signed 8/5197) 

Landmark Education Investments: America Reads, Charter Schools, Head 
Start 
The President s~cceeded in doubling investments in education technology, 
increasing charter school funding, expanding Head Start to reach more than 
800,000 children, and increasing Pell Grant maximum grants by the largest 
amount in two decades. The Budget also provided $300 million for the 
President's America Reads Challenge. Together, these programs are the most 
significant increase in education funding at the national level in 30 years. (PL 
105-34, signed 8/5/97) 

Created 20 more Empowerment Zones and 20 more rural Enterprise 
Communities 
Following Congress' 1994 designation of Cleveland and Los Angeles as EZs, 
the Prcsidcnt requested a Round 2 of20 new EZs and 20 new rural Enterprise 
Communities. The Round 2 EZs received expanded tax-exempt bonding 
authority to increase their ability to stimulate private-sector job 'creation for low
income residents. 

Adoption and Safe Families Act 
This bipartisan legislation enacted many of the recommendations of the 
President's Adoption 2002 report. In order to meet the President's challenge of 
doubling the number of adoptions by 2002, the Act provides incentives to slates 
to pennanently place children in foster care. In 1999, 46,000 foster care 
children were adopted - 'more than a 64 percent increase since 1996 and the 
biggest increase in adoptions since the National Foster Care Program was 
crealed aimosl20 years ago. (PL 105-89, signed 11119/97) 



November 21 

December 16 

fDA Reform Legislation SIgned 
The President supported and signed the FDA Modernization Act of 1997, the 
first major food and medical products refonn in 35 years. The act cut approval 
times of !lew drugs in half, simplified the review process for medical devices. 
expanded participation in experimental treatments for AIDS. Alzheimer's and 
cancer patients, and protected consumers by ensuring accurate food labeling. 
(PL 105·115, signed Ili2li97) 

NATO Expanded to Eastern Europe . 
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright signed protocols for the accession of 
Poland, Hung.')' and the Czech Republic into NATO. The expansion of NATO 
to include these three fenner Warsaw Pact nations was a historic s~ep in. 
ensuring peace and stability in Eastern Europe. NATO expansion was ratified in 
May 1998 .t(ter it was approved by a strong bipartisan Senate majority. 

1998 


'\prilll 

October 7 

October 21 

October 23 

Good Friday Peace Accords Signed 
. On April I L President Clinton helped conclude the Good Friday Peace Accords, 

a historic peace agreement between all the major parties to the long conflict over 
Northem Ireland. The accord represents the best hope in a generation for a jUst 
and laSling peace in Northern Ireland. (41Il198) • 

GEAR UP Initiative Created 
In his 1998 State of the Union address, President Clinton urged Congress "to 
support our efforts to eniist colleges and universities to reach out to 
disadvantaged children. staning in the 6th grade. so that they can get the 
guidllJlce :llld hope they need so they can know that they. too, will be able to go 
on to college." Congress enacted GEAR UP without a single dissenting vote. 
GEAR UP provides intensive' early intervention services that will help prepare 
up to 100,000 students at high-poverty middle schools for college. (PL 105-277, 
signed 10121198) 

Class Size Reduction Initiative Launched 
After initially refusing to provide any funding at all. Congress agreed to provide 
$1.2 billkal for the lirst year of the' President's new initiativ'e to hire lOO,QOO 
neW teachers to reduce class size in the early grades to a national average of Ig, 
This initiative is the first comprehensive effort at reducing class size across the 
nation. (PL 105·277, signed 10121198) 

Wye Middle East Peace ~greement Signed 
On October 23, 1998. after nine days ofnegotiations at the Wye Conference 
Center in Maryland, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Palestinian 
Authority President Vasser Arafat signed an agreement that win strengthen 
Israeli security, expand the area of Palestinian control in the West Bank. and 
enhance opportunities for the Israeli and Palestinian peop-te. (10123198) 



,, 
,I . 

October 27 

December t:2 

December t6 

1999 


,June 16 

.June 20 

November t2 

Head Start Expansion and Reauthorization 
The Reauthorization of the Head Start paved the way for further quality 
improvements, doubled participation in the Early Head Start program and 
moved toward the President' s goal ofproviding quality Head Start opportunities 
for 1 million children. (PL 105-285, 10/27/98) 

Global Warming Protocol Signed in Kyoto, Japan 
With criticnllendership from the Clinton-Gore Administration, 160 nations 
agreed on the basic architecture of a strategy to combat global wanning on 
December 12, 1997. This agreement is the first time that major nations of the 
world ever committed themselves to a comprehensive plan to cut greenhouse 
gas emissions. 

Air Attacks OR Saddam Hussein 
Beginning December 16, 1998, American forces attacked Iraq's nuclear, 
chemical. and biological programs. and its military {;apacity to threaten its 
neighbors. Saddam Hussein had announced that he would no longer cooperate 
with U.N. inspectors to conduct inspections that would guarantee that iraq does 
!lot try and rebuild its capacity to create weapons of mass destruction, 

Leading the World in Eliminating Child Labor 
In June 1999, the President traveled to the Intemational Labor Organization
Conference in Geneva, Switzerland to urge adoption of an historic international 
convention that would ban the worst fornls of child labor. The next day, the 
Child Labor Convention was unanimously adopted by delegates at the 
conference. It represents the largest investment in American history to end 
abusive chIld labor around the globe. 

Achieving Victory in Kosovo 
President Clioton led the NATO Alliance in a .79-daY air war that expelled Serb 
forces from Kosovo and restored self~govenunent to the province. ending a 
decade of repression and reversing Siobodan MHosovic's brutal campaign of 
ethnic cleansing. In the face of Allied unity, .J\rnerican military superiority, and 
strong Presidential leadership. Milosovic withdrew his troops and pennitted 
international peacekeepers to begin returning refugees. (3124-6120/99) 

Financial Modernization Legislation Enacted 
President Clinton signed the Financial Modernization Act into law, finally 
revamping a banking system that had heen in place since the Great Depression. 
The new law wi1i increase innovation and CQmpetition in the financial services 
industry. including traditional banking. insurance and securities industries, 
giving consumers greater choice and lower prices, The President insisted that the 
new regulatory structure permit banking institutions to expand into these newly 
authorized lines of business only if they satisfactorily serve the credit needs of 
their communities. and that the law include many oftbe consumer privacy 
provision, he proposed. (PL 106-102, signed 11112199) 



No.vermber 29 	 Work Incentives Improvement Act Signed 
After months of congressional inaction, President Clinton insisted that Congress 
pass the Work Incentives Improvement Act as a condition of the budget 
agreement. This bipartisan Act allows people with disabilities to maintain their 
Medicare or Medicaid coverage when they go to work. This law represents one 
oCthe most important legislative advances for people with disabilities since the 
enactment of the Americans with-Disabilities Act, (PL 106·113, signed 
11129199) 

2ist Century Policing Initiative Launched 
The President's successful community policing initiative funded 100,000 
officers, around [he country and played a key role in producing the longest 
continuous drop in crime on record. In 1999, President CHnton secured funding 
for the first installment of the 21st Century Policing Initiative oyer 
CongressioMlopposition, The new initiative will fund up to 50.000 additional 
communilY police officers by 2005 and equip them with new, advanced tools to 
fight en me. (PL 106·113, signed 11129199) 

, 
leveraged $90 Billion in International Debt Relief 
President Clinton has been an intemationalleader in recognizing and solving the 
debt problems ofdeveloping countries. To meet the commitments he made at .. 
the G~7 Economic Summit in Cologne in June and at his address to the IMP. and 
World Bapk Annua! Meetings in September. President Clinton secured funds 
from Congress to leverage over $90 billion of debt relief for developing nations. 
Along with funds from other creditor nations, this plan tripled the amount of 
debt relief available to the world's poorest nations. (PL 106~113, signed 
11129199) 

2000 


April 7 

May 18. 

Senior Citizen's Freedom to Work Act Passed 
In hi. January 1999 State o(the Union Address the President stated that "we 
should eliminate the limits on what seniors on Social Security can earn." In 
2000. the House an? Semite unanimously voted to eliminate the retIrement 
earnings test for peopJe above the normal retirement age. (PL 106-182. signed 
417100) 

Africa Growth and Opportunity Act aDd the U.S.-Caribbe.n Basi. Trade 
Pannersbip Act 
Expands tWO-way trade ~d create incentives for the countries of sub·Saharan 
Africa (SSA) and the Caribbean Basin to continue refonning their economies 
and panicipate more fully in the benefits of the global economy. This area fonns 
the 6th largest export market ror the United States. (PL 106-200, signed 5118100) 



.June 30 Electronic Signatures in Global and NationaJ Commerce Act 

.Iuly I 

.Iuly 13 

October 10 

.. 

This act eliminated legal barriers to USitig electronic technology to fonn and sign 
contracts, collect and store documents, and send and receive notices and 
disclosures. It also contained important protections making sure that consumerS 
shopping onwJine are protected to the same extent as paper transactions. (PL 
106·229, signed 6130100) 

Campaign Jiinance Disclosure 
President Clinton signed the first new campaign finance refonn legislation in 20 
years, dosing a loophole. that allowed tax:~exempt groups to use undisclosed 
donors to pay for political ad campaigns. (PL 106·230, signed 7/1100) 

Plan Colombia Enacted 
President Clinton proposed a neW aid package to bolster democracy and combat 
drug trafficking in Colombia. The <tb'fccment will enhance alternative 
development. strengthen civil justice and democratic institutions, and provide 
assistance aimed at reducing the flow ofcocaine and other narcotics to the 
United States. (PL 106-246, signed 7113/00) 

China-PNTR Enacted 
This nci WllS a crucial step to complete a major trade goal oftbe Clinron~Gore 
Administration, opening China' s markets to American manufactured goods. • 
farm products and services by allowing China to become part of the WTO. 
forcing it to slash import barrierS against American goods and services. The 
United States agreed to maintain market access policies we currently apply to 
Chin•. (I'L 106-286, signed 10/10/00) 
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The Clinton Presidency: 
Historic Economic Growth 

President Clinton and Vice President Gore launched a new economic strategy of fiscal discipline, 
invested in the Ame\ican people and opened fo~igu markets so that American workers could compete 
abroad. President Clinton also worked to foster growth of the New Economy by investing in education. 
expanding research and development in high technology areas and refonnmg telecommunications laws, 
After eight years, tht;: results ofPresident,Clinton's economic leadership for the American people are 
clear. America is in the midst of the longest eco~o.T!'ic expansion in oUf'nation's history, 

Reversing Years of Economic Decline with the 1993 Economic Plan 
, 

./ 	THEN: In : 992, the United States economy Was in trouble. Ten million :\mericans were 
unemployed. the:country faced record deficits and welfare rolls were growing. Family incomes: were 
losing grQund to inflation and jobs were being created at the slowest rate since the Great Depression . 

.,/ 	 NOW: President'Clinton and Vice President Gore enacted the 1993 Economic Plan, which passed 
Congress without a single Republican vote and put the country on the path of fiscal discipline. Eight 
years later, we hiwe the lowest unemployment in 30 years, more than 22 mmion new jobs, the 
highest homeownership rate in history, the smallest welfare rolls in 32 years, and the lowest poverty 
rate in 20 years. :The 1993 economic plan included: 

• 	 $500 billion in deficit reduction. including $255 billion in spending cuts. The new emphasis o~ 
fiscal discipline and deficit reduction Jed to a drop in interest rates, which spurred investment 
;md an incr~asc in the rate of ;ob crcatif.mzwage growth and productivity. 

• 	 Tax cuts and i!}y.~~.!ment incentives for 90 percent of small businesses to help create jobs, 
including a targeted capital gains tax cut, an extension of health insurance deductions and 
increased dpensing. 

• 	 An expansion in the Eamed Income Tax Credit that provided tax cuts to l5 minion working 
families. with the average family with two children receiving more than $1.000. , 

• 	 rnvcs~cntS in preserving Medicare that dedicated some of the taxes paid by Social Security 
benet1ciaries to the Medicare Trust Fund and extended the life of Medicare by three years to 
2002. Further refonns and a creak-down on waste and fraud have extended the life of Medicare 
a total of26 years. 

• 	 C~~~!~.9n of the Empowerment Zones/Enterprise Communities initiative, which provided nine 
Empowerme!lt Zones and 95 Enterprise Communities with a total of$3,5 billion irijob and 
wage crediU; , and other incentives to build and revitalize cities and rural areas. 

• 	 Student loan reforms which created the Direct Student Loan Program. leading to less paperwork 
and roouce4 costs for students and families - saving taxpayers money by lowering federal 
udministrative costs and providing competition and flexibility for students. 

• 	 ExtensioJ1'dfthe 20 percent tax credit for research and ~~velopment expenditures. making it 
easier for new companies to take advantage of the tax credit. The plan also inc1uded credits to 
encourage employer~provided educational and training assistance and a targeted jobs tax credit. 

http:C~~~!~.9n
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Clinton-Gore Economic Plan Has Dramatically Improved the Economy 
I 

"My colleagues (lIId I have been very appreciative o/your [President Clinton 's1 support ofthe Fed 
over the ycar~. and your commitment to fiscal discipline has been instrumental in achieving whm in a 
few weeks-- will bJ the longest economic expansion in the nation's history." " 
-- Alan Grcenspll~, Federal ReseIVe Board Cliairman. January 4. 2000. with President Clinton at 
Chuinnan Greenspan's re-nomination announcement 	 ' 

"The deficit has co'me down, and I givithe Clinton Admillistr(1flon and President Clinton himselfa lot 
oj'cn.;dillor 'helt, I fie) did something about it, leis'!. And I think we are seeing some benefits." 
--Paul Valeker, Federal Reserve Board Chamna" (1979-1987), in Audacitv. Fall 1994 

I 	 

I 
One of the rcasonsiGoldman Sachs cites for the "best economy ever" is that "on the policy side, trade, 
fiscal. ·aml moncuuy policies have heen excellent. workt'ng in ways that have facilitated growth without 
lujlatioft The Clinton Administrcuion has worked to liberalize trade and has used any revenue 
wilUiflllls to reduce the federal budget deficit-' 
-- Guldman S.ehs. March 1998 

"Clinton's 1993 hudget cuts, which reduced projected red ink hy more than $400 billion over five 
years. sparked (1 f/ufior drop ill interest rates that helped boost b,vestment in all Ihe equipment and 
systems that hrough! forth t~le New Age economy oftechnological innovation and n'sing productivity." 
~~ Business Week, May 19, 1997 

Ensuring that All Americans Benefit from tbe Strong Economy 

../ 	 THEl\i: In 1992, unemployment reached 7.5 percent. the highest level in eight years. At tbe s.ame 
time. unemployment and poverty rates for African Americans and Hispanics were alanningly bigh: 
unemployment r'~uched 14.2 percent for African Americans and 1(,8 percent for Hispanics, Poverty 
ratcs for hoth groups were nearly 30 percent. Working American families were struggling to get by. 
And a 1992 Gallup Poll reported that by a two-ta-one margin. Americans said that the next 
gcncmlion would be the first American generation to do worse than their parents, and those in the 
Hliddle class were the most pessimistic, 

./ 	NOW: President Clinton and Vice President Gore made smart investments in the American people to 
enSure that all Americans would benefit from the New Economy: 
• 	 Making work 'pay, Expansions in the Earned Income Tax Credit included in the President's 1993 

Economic Plan 'are making work pay for 15 million working families~ lifting roughly twice as 
many people out ofpoverty in 1999 as in 1993. Low income families have also benefited from a 
S I increase iri the minimum \vage and incentives to save for the future through Individual 
Developmqnt Accounts, created under this Administration, 

• 	 Investing in education and training. The Clinton-Gore significantly increased invcsunents in 
education. expanded college opportunity and transfonned the job training system to more 
effectively provide ncededjob skills and promote lifelong leaming. 

• 	 Promoting ho1meownership and community development The Clinton-Gore Administration 
helped an unprecedented number ofAmericans become homeowners and put in place key 
initiatives 10 help bring economic development and renewal to communities that have not yet 
benefited from the soaring economy, including Empowcnnent Zones. the Community 
Developmcnt:Financiallnstitutions (COFI) Fund, and the reformation of the Community 
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Reinvestment Act'reguJations" The CHnton Administration also launched the New !v1arkets i 
Initiative, ain'icd at bringing economic development to urban and rural underserved areas to 
insure that aU Americans benefit from prosperity. 

• Supporting w~rking families. In 1996. the President signed a welfare reform bill that promoted 
work and responsibility. This Administration bas also doubled child support collections and 
funding for c~ild care, and made significant investments in transportation~ and housing for low
income working families. and created incentives for employers to hIre those moving from 
welfare to work. 

Making the Dream of H':lmeownership a Reality 

"lIed {rue independence in owning my own home. To those who think it's impossible: It is possible. 
DOll 'I let anyollC {(ilk you oW ofit . . , 

- Lucy Vocu. Pin~ Ridge Reservation, South Dakota, Lucy is a first~time homeowner who moved 

from a two-bedroom rental house into '3 new three~bedroom home. 

;Empowerment Zones Are a Potent \Veapon Against Poverty, 

"I (JIll living proal(hmthe Empowerment Zone works! 1/it wasn 'I for the Empowerment Zone. I would 
I/{rve Hcver have ;uid the chance to buy Ihis building or to expand my business. We orcfighting the ... 
}liar ag(zil1SI poverty throughoUl our neighborhoods and cilies, but we have a very potent weapon
,rw Empuwerment Zones. And l-V£' will use Ihat weapon to winlhis war because, after all. our fUlure 
ami ollr children '$ !wurc depclllis on it, We must never give up hope. " 
MM Nancy Santana, North Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Nancy is a single mother of three who used 
resources and a loan she obtained through her local Empowerment Zone to move from welfare to start 
her own business. Nancy Santana's Cleaning and Maintenance Services. Four years later, her husiness 
employs over 25 people, many of whom she recruited offof welfare, . 

Community Development Financial Institutions Expand Economic Opportunity 

"Prcsi</elU Climon's efforts have been very heipjj/ito me, / had trouble gettingfundingfrom other 
sources. Tire Enterprise CorporattON ofthe Delta has wo~·ked with me and people in my comnlimitJ', 
helping us impro.ve our position in life. Now. 1 can gel illlo this business, where otherwise f could nol 
have. " 
-- Ephron Lewis co~founded Lewis & Sons Rice Processing - tne only African~American-owned 
rice processing company tn the country - with his fatner. The construction of his plant was made 
possible by \! loan and technical assistance from the Enterprise Corporation of the Delta. a community 
development fi~:incial institution suppOrted by the Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
He now farms muglily 3.000 acres. producing rice. wheat and Soybeans. 

http:impro.ve
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Encouraging th~ Growth of Small Businesses 
, 

"[ started my sma/{ consulting and legal firm with the principle that everyone should have a shot at the 
(win American dreams ofowning your own husiness and owning your own home, I look/or the 
dreamers, the ones

l 

who want to he a part ofthis country in the best way, but who don '[ have the tools 
ond b~[ormalion thfY need. Jhope to he an inslrument ofgrowth and change in Brooklyn's Lalino 
wmmunity through increased husiness opportunities.' This SBA loan will allow me lO set up an office 
outside my home, diose to where J can make the most ofthe services I have to offer. " 
-- Enealia Nau~ S~all Business Owner from Brooklyn, NY. Enealift Nau is a first-generation 
Amencan. operates a small husiness. consulting firm from her home in Brooklyn, After putting herself 
through college ana law school. Ms, Nau started her consulting finn that focuses on the legal and 
financial needs of the minority communities from which she draws her clients, Ms, Nau helps families , 
IJ'om minority communities. realize the American dream through staning their own businesses-from 
hcauty shops to cotner stores-and buying their first homes. 

I 
Opening World Markets to American Goods 

I ' 
,/ THEN: In t992, ,10 million Americans were unemployed, new job creation was slow, and wages 

were stagnant. Other nations' high trade barriers limited the ability of American bUSinesses and , 
Iltnners to sell their goods abroad and hampered economic recovery. In addition. the country's trade 
poliCies failed tolrcflect our values by failing to take into account the responsiblHty to protect our 
environment. eH~inate child labor and sweatshops and protect the rights of workers around the 
world, 

: 
./ 	NOW: Increasing markets: for American goods was a critical piece of President Clinton's economic 

str<ltegy. and his work in reducing trade barriers has. helped fuel our record economic growth over the 
last eight years. ' . 

• 	 President Clinton and Vice President Gore led the difficult fights, to pass NAFTA and GAIT 
through the Congress. creating the world's largest free trade zone and allowing American 
workers and businesses to compete in a freer. fairer, and more effective global trading system. 

• 	 The Clinton-Gore Administration also conclud~ta histonc agreement with China and won 
passage of Permanent Normal Trade Relations with China, opening China's markets fur u.S, 
goods and se~ices, strengthening U.S.-China relations and continuing to pave the way toward 
economic freedom for the Chinese people. 

• 	 For the past ~ight years, the United States has'also led the world in developing successful 

responses to international economic crises, such as those in Asia.. Mexico and Russia. 


• 	 Progress made over the last eight years has recognized the importance of American values as the 
Administrati6n has made historic strides in reaching g!~_~_~L~greements to eliminate child labor, 
advance workers rights and protect the environment. 

• -	 The Clinto"~Gore Administration has guaranteed future competitiveness by making key 
investments i'n education and training for American workers, funding research and development 

. and putting u~ on a path to eliminate the debt, which will keep interest 'rates low and investment 
and productivity high. . . , 	 . 

• 	 Becquse of these efforts. jobs supported by American exports grew by 1,4 million between 1994 
and J998, with jobs supported by exports paying about 13 percent to 16 percent above the U.S, 
narional average. Lower foreign trade barriers contributed to the 36 percent growth in U.S. 
exports over me last fi:re years, 

• 
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Trade Expands Opportunity for American Workers 

'Kat/ilk and its employees have expe.nenced significant gains because ofNAFTA, The NAFTA has 
enabled Kodak to realize consideruble tariff savings and to make production decisions based on 
rafiollal economic grounds rather than on tariff considerations. For example, the agreement has 
c!lahled Kod(~k (0 transfer a high~cost sensitizing opcnltion for color negalivefilmfrom Mexico to 
Rochester, New York. In ail, NAFTA has been a witt-win-win/or Kodak's operations in Canada, 
Mexico anti lhe United States, .. 
-- Dan Carp, President and CEO of the Eastman Kodak company, credits NAFTA wHh Kodak', 
rapid growth in export sales. The Eastman Kodak company manufactures a wide array of high 
technology imnging products for sale in 160 countries. Coder NAFT A. Mexlcan duties on fiim and 
photo paper have been reduced from 15~30 percent to 6-9 percent, and they WIll be eliminated by 2004. 
Kodak's exports to~Mexico have more than doubled since 1993. creating greater stability and more job 
opportunities for Kodak's 54,000 employees. 

Hobby Ramsey began working at the Hatley-Davidson York plant in 1972 as a Production Helper. He 
is now an Inspector. responsible for inspecting all incoming motorcycle parts prior to the assembly 
process. U.S. exports ofmotorcycles and parts have grown by 15 percent a year from 1987 to 1998, 
reaching one-third of industry sales. Harley-Davidson will export 22 percent of the motorcycles 
produced in Mr. Ramsey's plant By 2003. Harley-Davidson expects to double production from t996· 
levels largely because of exports, creating new johs for American workers. 

Building the :-ic-r Economy 

./ 	THEN: in 1992. America was on the brink ofa new infommtl0n age. Yet the U.S. edge in 
technology was beginning to erode in some ofour prominent industries. Although the Cold War had 
cnded. only 42 p~rcent ofthe federal government's research and development investments went to 
civilian research,j Computers were becoming more important to success, yet only three percent of 
America's clussrooms had [ntemet connections . 

./ 	NOW: President' Clinton and Vice President Gore understood that to capitalize on the new 
technology revolttion. we needed to support the development of new technolpgies and expand 
access to those te'ehnologies. Over the past eight years, the Clinton-Gore Administration has made 
smart investments m technology. that have helped build the New Economy. expand access to new 
technologies, and fuel our nation's remarkable economic progress. , 
• 	 The Cljnton~Gore Administration increased funding in civilian research and development by 43 

percent, without sigmficantly reducing the investment in defense research, , 
• 	 The President signed a 3-year moratorium on Internet access taxes and taxes that discriminate 

aga~nst e~corrimerce, won an agreement in the World Trade Organization to place a temporary 
moratorium on duties on electronic transmissions, and worked with Congress to extend the 
~.~seurch and Experimentation.Tax Credit. 

• 	 Prcsidcnt Clinton and Vice President Gore also increased education technology investments byI 	 --................. 


over J,OOO percent, which hus helped increase the number ofclassrooms connccted 10 the 
Intemct to 63 percent in 1999. 

• 	 The Adminisiration has worked to eliminate the digital divide so that an Americans can benefit 
from the ncw:economy, Since 1992, the President and Vice PresIdent have tripled funding for 



Community Technology Centers, which provide computer and Internet access in low-income . 
urban and rubI neighborhoods. President Clinton also challenged the private sector to develop 
new business models for low-cost computers and Internet access ~- to make universal access at 
Ilome affordable for all Americans. He mobilized major public and private efforts to bridge the 
digital divide during his third 'New Markets Tour, securing commitments from over 400 
companies and non~profit organizations to help brjng digital opportunity to youth, families. and 
opportunities.· .. 

Expanding ~:conomic Opportunity by Closing the Digital Divide 

.Bridging tire U:cl!,roiogy gap in Indian Country is a major challenge. and 1 am grateful for Ihe 
at/emion that tlte Climon Administration has given to lhis critical issue. The National Congress of 
AmericlJl1/tuliwrs'is huilding on the initiatives annoullced during the Presldent~'S Digital Divide tour , . 

SlOp tu rhe Navajo Nation ilt April 2000 through its Trihal Leaders Digital Divide Task Force. fum/ed 
through the AOL foundation. Through tlte Task Force, we are actively working with indusrry, federal 
(~fflcials, lUffi Olht.:'rs to farge a new tribal-based partnerships and policy recommendations to close the 
technology gap. "'. . 
- Susan MastenJPresident, National Congress of American Indians, and Chairwoman, Yurok 
Trib,e. Susan M~tcn has served 'lS a strqng advocate for the betterment of Native communities on a 
local. state and natlonallevel lor 22 years. 

** , 

"('ommwfilV technology centers provide low-income individuals with skills training and the ahi/if}' to 
produce {Iieir (/reams. They (Ire also all important e11lryway 10 the technology i"dustry. We think of 
President Climon,as our first angel investor: his Administrations work has beenfimdamemal to 
J)/ugged III and to: the community technology center movement. " 
-- Magda Escobar. Executive Director, Plugged In, East Palo Alto, California. East Palo Alto, a 
low-income comrhunity, is located in Silicon Valley, the epicenter of the technological revolution. 
Plugged In trains teenagers and employs them in a web design business; provides a creative arts and 
technology studio1

and after~school program~ and provides community members with access to 
computers and telecommunications equipment to increase theIr employment opportunities . ... 

"J 'vc secn teen·agers use technology as hope, hope ofreachillg a better standard afliving. or as a lool 
({opportuniZv, By giving teen-agers access to technology, they do hetter in school lmd stay oul of 
;rot.ble, " 
- Julian lacey~ 29~ is a SUicon VaUey \Veb designer who g..ew up in East Palo Alto, California, 
As a student at Snn Jose State University in 1995, Lacey started volunteering at Plugged In. an East 
Palo Alto community technology center that was supported by the Department of Commerce and a 
model for a new Department of Education initiative. 
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Longest Economic Expansion in History 

./ Largest Surplus -Ever: The deficit was $290 billion in 1993 and expected to grow to 5455 billion in 
FY 2000, lnstead, the surplus in FY 2000 is $237 hillion - Ehe third consecutive surplus and the 

. largest surplus ever. 
./ 	 Largest Three· Year Debt Pay-Down in American History: Between 1998·2000. the publicly held 

debt was reduced1by $363 billion ~ the largest three-year debt pay-down in American history" 
During the 12-yc1r tenure of Presidents Reagan and Bush. the debt held by the public quadrupled, , 	 , 
Under Clinton~Gore budget. we are on track to pay off the entire publicly held debt on a net basis by 
2012," 

v' 	 Reduced Interest Payments on the Debt: Interest payments on the debt were $125 billion lower 
than projected. [n 1993, the net interest payments on the debt held by the public were projected to 
grow to $J48 billion in 200(}, Instead. C1inton~Gore economic plan slashed this figure by $125 
hliliun to just 5225 billion, 

./ 	Arnerica~s Benefit From Reduced Debt: Because of fiscal discipline and deficit and debt 
reduction. it is cS,timated that a family with a home mortgage of$100,000 might expect to save 
roughly $2.000 per year in mortgage payments ~~ effectively a large tax cut, . 

./ 	Double Digit Gtowtb in Private Investment in Equipment and Software: Lower debt will help 
maintain strong economic growrh and fuei private investments. With govenunent no (onger draining 
resources out ofcapital markets. private investment in equipment and software averaged 12 percent 
:mnually since 1993 ~ the seventh year in a row ofdouble-digit grmvth. This compares to 4.5 
perccnt ;;mnual g~wth during the 1981-92 period, • 

../ 	 ;\'1ust ~.~~~ .fobs Ever Created Under a Single Administration: The economy has created more 
1han 22 million jobs in less than eight years - the most jobs ever created under a single 
administration. <l,nd more than wcre created in. the previous twelve years, Of the total new jobs, 20,6 
million, or 92 percent, are private sector jobs, 

../ 	 Strong Economic Growth: Since President Clinton and Vice President Gore took office. economic 
growth has averaged 4.0 percent per year compared to average groWlh of2.8 percent during the , 

Rea~an-Bush years, . 


../ 	 Lowest Innatio~ Since the 1960s: Inflation is at the lowest rate since the Kennedy Administration. 
<lvcr\\ging 25 pe~ent ~~ down frem 4,7 percent during the last administration, 

./ 	 !!ighest HQmeownership Rate on RecQrd: The homeownership rate reached 67,7 percent forthc 
tbird quarter of 2000 ~~ the highest rate on record. [n contrast, the homeownership rate fell from 65.6 
percent in the fir'st quarter of 1981 to 63.7 percent in the first quarter of 1993, 

./ 	 Familv IncomeS Up for All Americans: Economic gains have been made across the spectrum as 
family incomes increased for all Ameri<:ans. Since 1993. real median family income has increased 
hy $6.338 from'$42.612 in 1993 to $48,950 in 1999, 

./ 	 UnempJoymen.! At Lowest Level in More Tban 30 Years: Overall unemployment has dropped to 
Ihe lowest level in more than 30 years, down from more [han 7 percent in 1993 to just 3.9 percent in 
Octoher 200fl. The unemployment rate for African Americans has fallen from 14.2 percent in 1992 
10 7.3 percent in: October 2000 .* the lowest rate on record. Unemployment for Hispanics has fallen 
from 11.8 percent in October of 1992 to 5.0 percent in October of2oo0 - also the lowest rare on 
record. J " 

./ Lmvest Poverty Rates on Record: The poverty rates for African Americans, Asian Americans and 
single mothers are the lowest ever recorded, The poverty rale for Hispanics is the lowest since 1979 . 

./ 	 Smllllest \Vemtre Rolls in 32 Years: Under the Clinton-Gore Administration, the welfare rolls have 
dropped drama"iically, by 7.8 million or 56 percent. and are now the lowest since 1968, Minions of 
parents have left welfare for jobs and a record 33 percent of current welfare recipients are now 



, 
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working, In com~arison. between 1981-1992, the number of welfare recipients inere~ed by 2.5 
million (a 22 peri::ent increase) to 13.6 million people. and less than 7 percent of welfare recipients 
were working in11992. 

y 	 Lowest Federal'[ncome Tax Burden·in 3S Years: The EITe now lifts 4.1 million working families 
out of poverty. And thanks in pan to the expanded EITe and targeted tax cuts ¥¥ such as the child tax 
credit and the HOPE scholarship and Lifetime learning tax credit ~~ lower and middle class families 
hear the lowest income tax burden in J 5 years . 

..,t' 	 Reduced Federal Go\'ernment Spending: After increasing under the previous two administrations, 
federal government spending as a share of the economy has been cu~ from 22.2 percent in 1992 to 18 
percent ill 2000 - the lowest level since 1966: " 

, , 
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The Clinton Presidency: 
iIncreasing Technology Access and Innovation 

President Clinton and Vice President Gore came into office with an agenda to use the revolution in 
information technology to improve Americans' quality ofiife and reinvigorate the economy, Since 
t993, they have ~adc smart investments in science and technology that have helped build the New 
Economy. The c;linton-Gore Administration's work has created a strong economy spurred by new 
h.::chnologius, increased uccess to computers and the 1nternet to share the benefits afthe new 
economy, and put in place a strong research and ,development strategy that will continue to payoff in 
the years to come. 

I nvesting in Science, Technology and Biomedical Research 
< 	 < 

./ 	THE}\;: America was on the cusp ofa ncw,rnformation Age. The U,S, edge in technology was 
beginning to erode in some of our prominent industries, in part due to the lack of a coherent plan 
on how to effectively tap. infonnation technology's potential. The Cold War had ended. hut the 
government continued to invest most of the federal research dollars into defense, rather than into 
civilian research that directly contributes to long-term economic growth, creates jobs, improves 
education ,md protects the environment. In 1993, only 42 percent of the federal government's 
research and development investments went to civilian research . 

../ 	 l\"OW: President Clinton and Vice President Gore wanted to use information technology to 
improve Americans' quality of life and reinvigorate the economy. They increased funding in 
civilian research and development by 43 percent, without significantly reducing the investment 
in defense research, and increased R&D support to universitIes by 53 percent. President Clinton 
also made Investments to spur private sector innovation. help improve our environment, and 
improve the nation's health. 

• Between 1993 and 2000, President Clinton invested an additional $}O billion in a range of 
science and technology programs included I": the 21 s[ Century Research Fund, Thts includes 
lhc largest increase ever for the National Science Foundation, which supports much of the 
research ~at trains the next generation of America's scientists and engineers. President 
Clinton also fought for the Next Generation Internet, which is connecting universities and 
nationall~bs at speeds that are 1.000 times faster than today's Internet. 

• 	 The Prest'dent worked with Congress to extend the Research and Experimentation tax credit 
for another' five years. through 2004. the longest expansion of this policy ever, Extending the 
tax credit! wm encoorage companies to undertake new multi-year research activities, seCure 
in the knJwledge that the 20 percent tax credit wllt continue to be available. 

• 	 The Clinton Administration has invested j.n programs such as .he Climate Change 
Tcchnblo1gy Initiative to develop clean energy to reduce the pollution that can lead to global 
wanning,' This Initiative is a comprehensive program of research investments and targeted 
tax inceniives to spur the development of dean energy technologies. The President has also 
increased the investm~nt in nanotechnology research, which is the new frontier of technology 
innovo:tio'n and has the potential for improving the environment, creating lighter and stronger 
metals. and fighting disease. 

• 	 President' Clinton and Vice President Gore have made unprecedented investments in 
biomedic1al research. increasing funding for the National Institutes of Health by 58 percent 
since 1993. As a reSUlt. NIH supports the highest levels of research ever on nearly all types 
of discas¢ and health conditions. making new breakthroughs possihle in vaccine development , 
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and use. the treatment of chronic disease, and prevention and treatment of disease. The 
President's National Bioethics Advisory Commission issued recommendations on ethical 
standards for the conduct of stem cell research. Stem cells may one day be used to replace 
cardiac muscle cells for people with heart disease, nerve cells for hundreds of thousands of 
Parkinson:s patients, or insulin-producing cells for children who suffer from diabetes. 

• 	 As a part 9f overall NIH funding, President Clinton and Vice President Gore have strongly 
supportedlthe efforts of the National Human Genome Research Institute to map the entire 
human genome. The completed map will dramatically change medical care, opening new 
doors in ttie effort to learn more about detection, treatment, and prevention of serious 
diseases. On March 14, 2000, President Clinton announced that he and British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair agreed on a statement of principle to ensure that discoveries from the 
human genome are used to advance human health. Their joint statement applauds 
researchers who have made their raw human genome sequence data freely available to the 
glohal scientific community and calls upon others to follow their lead. 

Buililing the !'iew Economy ,, 
./ 	THEN: In 1992, only 10 million people worldwide were connected to the Internet, and as 

recently as 1994, just 24 percent of American households had a computer. The United States , 
exported $24.9 billion in computer equipment in 1992, and the nation had not yet experienced 
the benefits o'f the coming technology revolution. When President Clinton was elected, 10 
million Americans were unemployed. new job creation was slow, and wages were stagnant. • 

, 

,/ 	 NOW: President Clinton and Vice President Gore have fostered the tremendous growth in 
technology in the past eight years and helped to ensure that the New Economy has flourished, 
turning around the stagnant economic growth of the 1980s. By 1998, the, number of American 
households with a computers had grown to 42 percent, and over 200 million people worldwide 
arc connected to the Internet - opening a world of possibilities to Americans. Exports of 
computer cqJipment had grown to $41.4 billion in 1997, and the number of patent applications 
increased by 40 percent since 1992. The increasing prevalence of the Internet led to a growth in 
electronic commerce, which has expanded the reach of small businesses by allowing them to 
reach hundreds of millions of customers around the world. 

• 	 President Clinton signed the Internet Tax Freedom Act, a 3-year moratorium on Internet 
access taxes and taxes that discriminate against e,-commerce. 

• 	 The Clinton Administration won an agreement in the World Trade Organization to place a 
temporary moratorium on duties on electronic transmissions, making cyberspace a "duty-free 

• 	 ~~J~~':ob~r 1998, the President signed the Digital Millennium Copyright Act, helping to 
protect America's intellectual property in cyberspace. 

• 	 On Juile'30, 2000, the President signed the Electronic Signatures in Global and National 
Commerce Act, which gives online contracts the same force of law as paper contracts. 
Customers can finalize mortgages, sign insurance contracts, or open brokerage accounts 
online. t 

• 	 The President and Vice President have encouraged the private sector to protect individual 
privacy through self-regulation, third-party audits and enforcement mechanisms. (njust over 
a year, ttie number of commcrciallntemet sites with privacy policies has increased from 15 
percent to 66 percent. 
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• 	 President €linton signed the Children's Online Privacy Protection Act, which requires 
commerci~l Web sites to get a parent's permission before collecting personal information 
from minors. In May J999, Vice President Gore announced the Parents' Protection Page, an 
important new commitment by lntemet companies to give parents the resources to protect 
their children from inappropriate material on the Internet and the knowledge to supervise and 
guide their: children's online activities.' . 

• 	 President <':lintqn signed the first comprchensive telecommunications reform legislation in 
over sixty years. which lowered prices. increased customer choice, and sped the deployment 
of new technology,

i 
f<:n~ouragillg the Growth oftbe Internet and Electronic Commerce 

'1 }vant 10 acloto}Ledge the contrihutions ofPresident Clinton and t"7ce President Gore in shaping 
{Iw admini:"rratio~ policy, ami in legislation supporting research and development ,hat's needed to 
make Internet a global reality. (fl/(/ to continue its astonishing evolution. " 
-- Dr. Vint Cerf, I 

Bridging the Digital Divide 
I 

./ 	THEN; In 199,2. the technology revolution was just about to hit. Home computers were rare, and 
only three percent ofclassrooms were connected to the Internet Today, more homes and 
schools are connected but a divide still exists - households.with incomes of$15,000 and higher ... 
are twenty tim'es more likely to have access to the Internet than those at the lowest income levels, 
and more than mne times as likely to have a computer at home. President Clinton and Vice 
President Gor~ are committed to bridging the digital divide and creating new <;pportunity for all 
Americans. 

! 
./ 	 NOW: As the first Aoministration of the Internet Age, President Clinton and Vice President 

Gore have wotked to make technology available for all Americans, Since 1992. the President 
and Vice Presi'dent have tripled funding for Community Technology Centers. which provide 
computcr and Internet access in low-incorne_ urban and rural neighborhoods. The President and 
Vice President are supporting innovative applications of information technology· for low-Income 
families through the Department of Commerce, such as tclemedicine for prenatal care and· 
distance learning for people who have lost their jobs. The Administration has challenged the 
private sector to develop new busjness models for low~cost computers and Internet access- -- to 
make universal access at home affordable for all Americans, President Clinton mobilized major 
public lind prihte efforts to bridge the digital divide during his third !'Jew Markets Tour, when 
over 400 companies and non~profit organizations signed a "National Call to Action" to bring 
digital opport~nity 10 youth. families. and opportunities, The Call to Action sets goals such as 
ensuring th~t ~very child is technologically literate, and making home access to the Internet as 
common as the telephone" 
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Expanding AcceSs to Computers and Technology Training 

"Community lecil:noiogy celUers provide low-income individuals with skU/s training and {he ability 
EO prnducc {/reir ({rcams. They art; also an important entryway 10 {he technology industry. We think 
vfPresidem Clifl~Ofl as our firs! angel investor: !tis Administration s work has been fimdamental to 
Plugged In turd to the community technology center movem(mt . .. 
-- Magda Egcob~r. Executive Director, Plugged In~ East I'alo Alto. California. Magda 
Escobar's commtfnity technology center shares the opportuni1ie.~ created by the infonnation 
revolution with residents of Eas.t Palo Alto, a low-income community located in Silicon Valley, the, . 	 . 
epicentcr of the technological revolution. Plugged In trains teenagers in web development to ensure 
that tbe opportuni.ties of the technology revolution are shared with the entire community. .., 

"As we enler the llllenwc Gel/lIIry, nothing is more importont thall providing our young people - all 
our }I)m(lj people - with the skills and resources to thrive in this /lew age. We 'NJ gratefill for th(~ 
support that we ·vf! received /rom across (he industr)!, tile nOIl~proflt world and government. 
Something cxcitiJig is happening here aJld the momentum is just beginning, " 
-- Steve Case. Chairman of PowerUP and Chairman of AOL Time Warner. PowerUP is a 
national initiative'to provide underserved youth access to technology and guidance .on how to use it. 
III conjunction with President Clinton's "digital divide" trip in April 2000, PowerUP committed to 
eSiablishing 250 sites in 43 states at after-schoolloctttiolls such as Boys and Girls Clubs., YMCAs, .. 
and K-12 schools. 

Increasing Technology Access in Schools 

./ 	THEN: A decade ago. computers were largely luxuries ill the most affiuent school districts. fn 
1993. only three percent of classrooms had computers that were connected to the Internet, and in 
1994 only 35 percent of public schools had Internet access. Students had little opportunity to 
learn to usc computers and to explore the Internet, and the government had not mobilized its 
rcsollrc{:s to expand the use of technology in our schoo!s . 

./ 	 NOW: vndcrslanding the critical importance of incorporating technology into the classroom. the 
Clinton-Gore Administration made increasing access to technology in our schools a top priority. 
President Clinton and Vice President{'JOre created the E-rate and the Technology Literacy 
Challenge Fund to help connect every school to the Internet, increase the number of multimedia 
compaters in the classroom and provide technology training for teachers. President Clinton 
increased investments in educational te<:hnology and training from $23 million in 1993 to $769 
million in FY 2000. In addition, with the Vice President;s leadership the E-rdte has secured low
cost connections to the Internet for schools. libraries. rural health dinics and hospitals. providing 
discounts "~orth over $2 biHion annually. The number of classrooms connected to the Internet 
has increased to 65 percent in 1999. and the number of pubiic schools connected rose,to more 
than 95 perce~t 
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IThe [-Rate is Opening New Doors for American Students 

Victor SheD, Whittier, Alaska. Victor Shen, a 16-year-old high school junior, is one of more than 
30 million Americian children who are online because of the Clinton-Gore Administration's E-rate. 
Victor lives in Whittier Alaska, which is isolated from the rest of the world for six months out orthe 
year because of its: remote location and severe' weather. Victor was cut off from commerce, cut off 
from transportation, cut off from society, and cut off from pursuing his dream for the future. Victor 
wanted to grow up to be a mathematician, but his teachers didn't have the best resources to teach 
him; nor could they afford an Internet 'connection to connect Victor to his dream. Thanks to Vice 
President Gore's leadership in securing the E-rate, Victor's school is now connected to the Internet 
and Victor is now connected to learning and connected to his dream. The Whittier Community 
School is online because of the 90 percent discount they received from the E-rate . 

"The IlIIernet allowed my studellts to go to a place, and learn about something they couid never have 
dOllc heJore: Thc Internet erases houlldaries oJage and class. Everyone can access it ill an equal 
W(/y. III Paradise, this is especially importallt because ojthe limitations some oJthese childr,en 
f(/cl!. .. 
-- Beth Paterson. fourth-grade teacher at Paradise Elementary. California. Paradise 
Elementary is a P<lrt of the Paradise Unified School District, which serves Paradise and Magalia, an 
isolated and rural ~ommunity in the foothills of California's Sierra Nevada Mountains with a 
significant low-income population. The E-Rate has allowed Paradise to build $300,000 of network 
infrastructure, net~ork computers and installT -I lines. 

Expanding Electronic Government 

./ 	THEN: In the :early 1990s, the Internet was not widely available, but by the end of the decade 
millions of Americans were online. In 1992, neither the White House nor any Cabinet agency 
had a web pag1e. and citizens were unable to access government infonnation online. President 
Clinton and Vice President Gore have worked to ensure that the U.S. government used 
infonnation te,chnology to bring government closer to the American people. 

I 
./ 	 NOW: President Clinton and Viee President Gore have used the power of the Internet to make 

government w'ork better for people. They moved the government online, and in Octooer 1994 
they unveiled the first White House Internet page, which provides a road map .to the federal 
government. Today, every Cabinet department has a web site to make infonnation and services 
available to th~ American people at the touch of a button. In September 2000, the Clinton 
Administralioh launched FirstGov.gov, making all of the government's online resources 
available and searchable at a single website . . . 

http:FirstGov.gov
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Expanding Access"to Technology 

./ 	Increased""~~~~~~()n Technology Funding: President Clinton and Vice President Gore 
lIlcrcased our Investment in educational technology by oVer 3,900 percent - from $23 million in 
FY 19,,4 to $769 million in FY 2000 . 

..I 	 Training Teachers to Use Te<:hnology: Grants supported by the Department of Education are 
training over 600,000 new teachers to use technology effectively in their classrooms, 

./' Connecting Schools to the Internet: The number of public schools con11ected to the Internet 
has increased from'35 percent in 1994 to 95 percent in 1999. In addition, 63 percent orall public 
school classrooms were connected to the Internet in 1999, LIp from 3 percent in J994 . 

./ Created the E-Rate: More than 80 percent of America's public schools have benefited from the 
E~rate. whicb has helped connect 30 million children and up to 47.000 schools and libraries to 
the Internet. 

./' Tripled Funding f-or Community Technology Centers: President Clinton and VtCC President 
Gore tripled funding for Community Technology Centers to reach at least 120 low~income 
communitk'S. helping to close the digital divide by providing computers and (nformation Age 
tools to childrhn and adults unable to afford them at home. 

,/ Increased Fu'nding for National Institutes of Health; l"IH supports the highest levels of 
research ever on nearly all types of disease and health conditions, thanks to a funding increase of 
$7.3 billion. otr 58 percent. since 1993. ' 

..i Presidential Online Firsts: On June 30, 2000. President Clinton signed the Electronic 
Signatures in Global and National Commerce Act with a "smart card," marking the first 
electronic bilf signing in history, He a.lso moved the tradition of the Saturday Presidential Radio 
Address online when he hdd the first Saturday Web Address on June 24, 2000. President 
Clinton was t~e first president to participate in an online chat. which was moderated by the 
Democratic L~adership Council and held November 9, 1999. On February 14.2000, President 
Chnton participated in the first online chat with a news organization in history, hosted by 
CNN,com. Ptesident Clinton also became the first president to shop online in December 1999, 
when he went Christmas shopping from his desk in the Oval Office, , 

.' , 
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The Clinton Presidency: 
Expanding Education Opportunity 

President Clinton and, Vice President Gore have made improvmg education a cornerstone of their 
Administration, working to ensure that all Americans have the educational opportunities necessary to 
succeed in today's global information economy. Through their leaderShip, the President and Vice 
President have helped raise expectations for all students. supported states in developing and putting in, 
place rigorous standa~ds and systems of assessment and accountability, ~q invested in proven strategies 
10 improve the educatJonal performance ofal! students. President Clinton and Vice President Gore's 
commitment to lIlvest' more in our schools while also. demanding more from them more has led to 
remarkable progress in key areas such as implementing standards and accountability, improving student 
pcrfonnance. closing :th.e achievement gap, expanding access to technology, and making higher 
education more affordable. 

Raising Standards and Holding Schools Accountable for Results 
, 

./ 	 THEN: In 1992. test scores were fal1ing and only 14 states had standards in core subjects, In 1990. 
(1nly 38 percent of graduating high schools seniors had taken a core curriculum of four years of , 
English and three years each of Math, Science and Social Studies. Fewer than 80 percent of the 
nation '5 highest~poverty schools received Title J funds. which are intended to, aid the most 
disadvantaged schools. And students in disadvantaged schools faced watered~down curricula and .. 
low expectations instead of high standards that challenged them to succeed, 

./ 	NOW: President Clinton and Vice President Gore launched an era ofeducation refoon based on 
setting high stand'ards for all schools and students and providing the support to meet them. Higher 
st~mdards have be'gun to payoff for America's students. Since 1992, reading and math scores on the 
National Assessment of Educational Progress have increased for 4th, 8th, and 12th gradets. including 
those students in the highest poverty schools. Math SAT scores are at a 30~year high. 

• 	 President Clinton and Vice President Gore enacted Goals 2000 which has helped States estahlish 
standards of excellence for all children, and implement steps to meet those standards and to raise 
educational achievement. Under the Clinton~Gore Administration, 49 states have implemented 
standards in crire subjects and the propmtion of of graduating high schools seniors completing a 
core curriculum has risen to 55 percent. 

• 	 The President enacted legislation targeting Title J funds to high~poverty schools and requiring 
States and school districts to tum around iow~performing schools. Today, nearly aU of the 
nation's highest-poverty schools receive Title I funds. In 1999, the President enacted a new $134 
million Accountability Fund, which is helping school districts Improve low-performing schools 
hy investing I'n proven refonns. 

• 	 The Clilllpz:~9ore Administration has worked to expand public school choice and to !.tipport the 
growth of public charter schools. (n 1993, there was one charter school in the nation; today, 
there arc mor~ than 2.000, 
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Clinton~G()re Reforms Are Improving America's Schools 

'DvlJr the 1m" eight years, President Clinton has proven a friend to education, Increased funding/or 
critical investments, such as teacher development, greater resources and reduced class sizes, are just 

,several contributions. Because o/new investments in teacher quality, the staffat my school receh'cd 
iwensive professional development in reading instruction that led to more effective teaching and 
improved test scores in all suqjeCls. AddilionaJiy. our clriJdren now have access to the Internet in all of 
ow' classrooms, and our class sizes are decreasingfrom 25 to 18, allowing teachers to spend more 
lime all mdividuu!i:ed i""nstruction and encouragc'!'ent " 
~~ Ruth Summerlin. Principal. Bascomb Elementary Scbool~ Woodstock, Georgia. Beaufort 
Elementary serves a predominantly low-income population of 573 students in grades Pre-K through 5, 
and six years ago was classified as one of the worst 200 schools in South. Carolina. After 
implementing a five-year school improvement plan, Beaufort Elementary has now been named a Blue 
Rihbon School, Test scores for the 1998-99 academic year indicated that their students were above the , 
district and state ayerages in both reading and math. Beaufort has both after-school and summer 
school programs f9r remediation in both reading and math . 

..* 

Adn'tinistration's Efforts Produce Dramatic Charter School Expansion 
I 

"Tire charter scho~1 movement is one ofthe Administration·s most important legacies, IrE supportfo; 
clwrtcr schools aSia desirable and effective form o/public school choice has helped convince millions 
(~(piJople,fmm St'fle legislators to civil rights legend Rosa Parks to Arizona's teacher o/the year 
Karen Buttctjield, !llla! the chancr movement has great value. ", The dramatic expansion ofcharter 
M:hools from olle State and OI1C school to 36 Stales and 1,700 schools is a direct result ofthe 
Administration's vigorous efforts. ,. 
-- Joe Nalhan~ Senior Fellow and Director. Center for Social Change, Humphrey Institute of 
Public Aff.airs~ University of Minnesota 

Improving the Quality of Education with High Quality Teachers 

./ 	THEN: Throughout lhe I980s and early 1990,. the federal government cut and continuously 
underfunded assistance for teacher recruitment and training. setting the stage for anemic investments 
in' this priority for' years to come. Large class sizes made it difficult for teachers to maintain order or 
give students the personal attention they need to ensure they learn the basics. In 1992, fewer than 80 
percent of English and Math teachers had a c~llege major or minor in their teaching field, and only 
282 teachers were certified as National Board Teachers as recently as 1995 . 

./ 	 NOW; The Clinton-Gore Administration has made the recruitment, preparation, and training of high
quality lCw::hers apriority, and investments in these programs bave increased more than t'en-rold 
since the 19805.; President ChntoR and Vice President Gore proposed and enacted the Class Size 
Reduction Inhiative, which is helping communities hire 100,000 qualified teachers to reduce class 
size in the early 'grades. Tliey created Troops to Teachers in 1994 to help II'!lprove public school 
education by inlroducing the skills and experience ofmilitary service members into high~poverty 
5<:hooI5. ThankJ in part to the Clinton-Gore Administration's support of the National Board for 
Professional Teaching Standards. the number of National Board Teachers has climbed to 4,804 in 



. , 


I 

1999. And in 1999, 86 percent of English teachers and 82 percent of Math teachers had a major or 
minor in their teaching field. 

, Clinton~Gore Reforms Are Improving America's Schools 

"[have seell nUIff.v education illitiatives come' anti go over my 20years 01teaching but I have oniy a 
"'trm,/( opiniOlI on:one. Anyone who teaches or mentors a child wishes they had m(J1'e (ilUe to impact 
their life. We however cannot alter the Jaws ofthe universe and create more hours in Ihe day. The 
simple and doable SQ{ut{QIl for mllking litis extra time. is President Clinton's class-size reduction 
initiative. Because we have more tcachers teacillng reading we have more time with the students 
each years. I have (aught grades 1-5 but because ofPresident Clinton's vision, I am now a reading 

! initiative teacher. i/ can now work with !t'taff and students at a ~'ariety of flge!j and ability levels to 
. meet tile goals of~lIr reading program. The President's initiative Itas made it po~sible to create 

('Itlssrooms of15 studentl' or less at our school to ensure success for el'ety student. My students will, 
learn better tlu's year because II,ave more time to spend with them and I will have more time thanks 
to Pl'ttsittel1t Clinton. " 
-- Robin Davis, Elementary School Teacher. Robin Davis is a reading teacher at Brooke Grove 
Elementary Olney,~Maryland. She was hired with funds from the President's class size reduction 
initiative, 

Expanding Acce~s to Technology in Schools, • 
, 

v" THEN: A decade ago, computers were largely luxuries found only in the most affluent school 
districts. [n 1993. only three percent ofclassrooms had computers that were connected to the 
Internet, and in 1994 only 35 percent ofpublic schools had Internet access. Students had little , 
opportunity to learn to use computers and to explore the Internet, and the government had not 
mobilized its resources to expand the use of technology in our schools. 

,/ NOW: Understanding the critical importance of incorporating technology into the classroom and 
-ensuring equal opportunity for students to benefit from technology, the Clinton-Gore Administration 
made increasing access to technology in our schools a top priority. President Clinton and Vice 
President Gore created the E-rate and the Technology Literacy Challenge Fund to help connect every 
school to the fnte~rnet, increase the number of multimedia computers in the classroom and provide 
technology training for teachers. In addition, with the Vice Pres.ident's leadership the E-rate has 
secured low-cost 'connections to the Internet for libraries, rural health clinics and hospitals, providing 
discounts worth civer $2 billion annually. The number of classrooms connected to the Internet 
increased to '65 percent in 1999, while the number of public schools connected rose to more than 95 
percent Presiderit Clinton increased investments in educational technology and [raining from $23 
million in 1993 to $769 milHon in FY 2000. 

I 
" I 
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Education Technology Connects Students to New Opportunities 

Victor SheD. Whittier, Alaska. Victor Shefl, a 16-year-old high school junior, is one of more than 30 
million American children who are online because of the Clinton-Gore Administration's E-rate. Victor 
lives in Whittier Alaska, which is isolated from the rest of the world for six months out of the year 
hecause of its remote location and severe weather. Victor was cut off from commerce, cut off from 
transportation. cutloff from society, and cut off from pursuing his dream for the future. Victor wanted 
to grow up to be a mathematician. but his teachers didn't have the best resources to teach him; nor 
could they afford an Internet connection to conne~t Victo,r to his dream. Thanks to Vice President 
Gore's leadership in securing the E-rate. Victor's school is now connected to the Internet and Victor is 
connected to learning and connected to his dream. , 

.. The Internet allowed my students to go to a place'and learn about something they could /lever have 
done heforc. The Ifllernet erases houndaries ojage and class. Everyone can access it in eIn equal way. 
III Paradise. this ii especially important because ofthe limitations some ofthese children Jace. " 
-- Beth Paterson, fourthwgrade teacher at Paradise Elementary, California. Paradise Elementary is 
a part of the Paradise Unified School District, which serves Paradise and Magalia. an isolated and rural 
community in the foothills of California's Sierra Nevada Mountains with a significant low-income 
population. The E~Rate has allowed Paradise to build $300,000 of network infr~structure, network 
computers and inst:all T -1 lines. . 

Keeping Young People on the Path to Success 

./ 	THEN: In 1992, achievement for low-income high school students was lower than that of the 
national nonn. Just 62 percent of high school graduates - and only 44 percent of low-income high 
school graduates - went on to college. 

,/ 	NOW: President Clinton and Vice President Gore have invested in our young people to keep them in 
school and on th~ path to a successful future. President Clinton created GEAR UP. a nationwide 
college preparatibn and mentoring initiative. to provide early, sustained intervention and extra 
linancial help to disadvantaged students. To date, GEAR UP has helped 700,000 low-income middle 
school children finish school and prepare for college academically and financially. President Clinton 
has also increased investments in after school programs, which have provided enriching after school 
and summer sch~ol opportunities for 850,000 school-age children in rural and urban communities. 
In addition. the $15 million Advanced Placement Incentive initiative encourages low-income 
students to take AP classes and tests by paying test fees and strengthening instruction. The AP 
Initiative has alrdady helped over 100,000 students. In 1998, the number of high school"graduates 
going on to conege had increased to 67 percent; by 1997, the number oflow-income high school 
graduates going to college was up to 51 percent. 



GEAR UP Helps Slnd.DIS Aim High 

"Now I know what it takes wfi<~fill m;Fdream ofhe coming a teacher. Jam morefocused than ever and 
there's I/O slOpping me now!" 
-- Toya Doe. 7th grade GEAR UP student a~ Sulzberger Middle School in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. Thr9ugh GEAR UP. Toya has focused on her studies, leamed more about coliege, and 
bas been introducc,d to mentors and role models who can guide her in reaching her goals. 

After School Programs Provide Sa{e Learning Opportunities for Students 

, 
"Juvenile crime is:(lown 70 percclIl ill Carbo" COllnty. und we can thank the coordinated efforts of 
everyone. The aft~rschool prognmt plays a major part in keeping our kids offthe streets (1.tld oW of 
lrouhle. ,. 

-- .fudge Johansen. Utah. In Price, Utah, the 21st Century Community Learning Cenler program is 
scrving.ll sites unil benefiting over 1,000 students in the Carbon School District. The program '5 goal 
- to improve acad~mic performance through afterschool activities - is being met through a wide range 
of activities including tutonng. access to computers. extended library hours. parenting skills, nutrition 
and health programs. and summer and weekend remedial catch-up programs offered in conjunction 
with recreation programs. 

21 st Crntury Community Learning Centers ImpTove Student Acbievement 
• 

"/ frilly helieve tJuft these e:un; curricular activities, made possible through the 21st CeLe gram, 
,'L'sllit in illcrcascd,SllIdent ac/liew!ment, greater self-esteem in students, and improved self-discipline, 
Thllll.k you for makjllg these opportunities possible for our students. " 
- Alyce \Vullace, !,,1oulton Elementary Extended Learning Center, Des Moines, Iowa. 

I 

Opening the Doors of Higher Education 10 All Americans , 

. ./ 	THEN: With tuition costs skyrocketing and little help from the government. middle class families 
were struggling t'o put their children through college. In 1992, only 43 percent of students benefited 
from federal student grants and loans, and more"than 22 percent of student loan borrowers defaulted 
within two yeursjof entering repayment The maximum Pell Grant award was 52,300, and its value 
h;}d not kept up \"ith inflation, 

I 

./ 	 NOW: To open the doors of college to all Americans, the Clinton-Gore Administration enacted the 
largest investment in higher education since the G! Bill, President Clinton and Vice President Gore 
created HOPE Scholarships and Lifetime Learning tax credits, which were claimed in 1999 by an 
estimated 10 miUion American families struggling to pay for college. Lower student loan interest 
rates and fees have saved students over $9 billion; the average $10,000 loan costs a student $1 ,300 
less nQW than it did In 199), The student loan default rate has fallen for seven'straight years and is 
now a record-io"Y 8.8 percent. President Clinton expanded the Work~Study program and increased 
the Pel! Grant maximum award to $3,300 - the highest amount ever. In 1999, 59 percent of students 
benefited from federal student grants and loans. 

http:scrving.ll
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I Hope Scholarship Expand, Family College Opportunity 
,I 

"My son is sludyiAgjor a master's degree in chemistry, my daughter is afreshman at the University of 
Virginia, and I hope to retum to school to finis/I my college degree in ort Iristory, It's hard to afford 
that much tuition, ~ut the Hope Scholarship has made a real difference for my family, in comhination 
with Virginia spuhlic colleges and other financial aid, it's really a good picture, " 
~. Catheryn Mooire, Virginia. in 1997, Catherine was attending Northern Virginia Community , 

College .. her son \~as a sophomore at the Univer~ity of Virginia. and her daughter was a sophomore in 
high school. The Hope ScholarShip and Lifetime Learning tax credit won by PresIdent Clinton helped 
nmke her continuittg education -- ;;IS welJ as the college education of her children .~ more affordable for 
her family, ! 

! ... 
! Direct Student Loans Make College Affordable for Students 
, . 

"lmJver regret /ak~ng out student loans. I am a 'teacher, I affeetyoung minds every single da.y. But 
.the reality is that ~Sllll have almost $40,000 in student loans. 1& a teacher, 1don '[ make a lot of ' 
money. Amll als~ need to help take care ofmy mother, who has had numerous surgeries and will 
1It/(lergo another this week, a.nd support my brother. I appreciate the help I've golten meeting my
rcsponsihtlity 10 rJpay loanS, such as flexible payment plans and the economic hardship forbearance .. 
fur temporary tough situations in repaying your student loans. President Clinton has aiso reduced 
:dudeni loon inler~st rates and made interest payments tax-deductible," 
-- Raquel Taney, 28-year-old substitute teacher in Prince George's County, Maryland credits 
student loans with!aUowing her to earn a college degree and enter a profession she loves. To earn her 
B.A. and M.A. from Virginia Commonweaith University, she borrowed a total of$45,OOO in direct 
student loans and stm owes about S38,000. Because she helps support her mother and 30·year~old 
brother (who has ~iabetes) on ber modest teacher's salary, she has twice enrolled in forbearance and is 
now enrolled in the extended flexible repayment plan, 

*** 

I "' / lI(;!cci to graduate from college to pursue my dream ofa career in information technology. 11UlI 

simply wouldn " be possible without student loans. " 
- Heather Ely. Junior at DePaul University. Heather is ~najoring in computer information systems 
~l.!1d hopes to pursue a career in the field ofinfonnation technology. Heather is financing her college 
education largely 9ll her own through both federal and private loans and a part time job at a local 
restaurant . i 

. 

: 
Improving Edncation for All of America's Children , 
I 

,; 

,/' 

More States Ha've Set High Standards: In 1992, only 14 states had standards in core subjects; 
·i;:,day, 49 states have them and 48 have assessments to measure student progress, 
Reading and M~dh Scores Have Increased: Since 1992, reading and math scores on the National 
Assessment of E,ducational Progress have increased for 4th, 8th. and 12th graders, including those 
students in the h~ghest poverty schools. 
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,I' 	 Federal Funds are Targeted to Areas of Greatest Need: The percentage ofhigh~poverty schools 
receIVing Tille 1 ,funds rose from 79 percent In 1994 to 96 percent in 1998, 

../ 	 More Scbook are Connected to the (nternet: The percentage ofclassrooms with Internet access 
increased from tl:lree percent in 1993 to 65 percent in 1999. In addition, 95 percent of schools are 
connected to the 'Internet, keeping uS on track to reach our goal ofconnecting every school to the 
information superhighway .. 

./ 	 Math SAT Scores are at a Thirty-Year High: The average SAT math score has gone from 501 in 
11)92 to 514 in 2000. and the average verbal score has gone from 500 to 505 while more students 
ti'om diverse backgrounds arc laking the test than ever before, 

./' 	 More High Schoo) Graduates Going to College: More high school graduates than ever are going 
tlirectly to college. Especially notable are the increases in the col!ege~going rate for low-income 
high school graduates. from 44 percent in 1992 to 51 percent in 1997, and for African American high 
school graduates. from 50 percent going directly t.o college in 1992 compared to 59 percent in 1997. 

,,/ Doubled Student financial Aid: Since 1993. student aid has doubled to nearly $60 billion, and 
more students are benefiting from federal student grants and loans - 43 percent in 1992 compared to 
59 percent in 1999. The maximum Pell Grant has increased from $2.300 in 1992 to $3,300 in 2000 . 

./ Reduced CoSIS im Student LOlIDS: Lower student loan interest rates and fees have savt,,'d students 
!wer $9 billion: the average $10.000 loan costs a student $1,300 less now than it did in 1993. New 
direct student lolns have saved taxpayers over S4 billion so far by eliminating lender subsidIes. 

, , 
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The Clinton Presidency: 
Lowest Crime Rates in aGeneration 

More violent crimes'were reported in 1992 than ever before, with nearly two million murders, rapes, 
robberies and aggravated assaults occurring in the United States. Gun crime had skyrocketed to the 
highest point in 20 xears as more thu:, half a million total gun crimes were reported. Parents fought a 
dai Iy battle to keep their c·hlldren away from drugs and gangs, as more young people than ever were 
hwolved in violent crimes. In 1992 atone, more than 850,000 children were victjms of violent crime, 
and guns killed 5,37P chiidrcn- an average of nearly fifteen every day. Communities struggled to fight 
crime, but the federal response remained bogged down in partisan differences, 

President Clinton ana Vice President Gore enacted policies that provided tougher penalties and 
enforcement along "Yith smart crime prevention·measures, funded more than 100.000 new police officers 
on America's streets, provided the leadership to pass common sense gun safety legislation including the 
Brady Bill and assa~lt weapons ban, and implemented a comprehensive anti~drug strategy, . 

Support for Proven Local Solutions: 100,000 Community Police Onkers 

./ 	 THEN: Between 1989 and 1992. viOlent crime rates increased by 13 percent. In 1992, there were 
nearly two million murders, rapes and aggravated assaults reported. Cities including Houston j .:' 

Basion and New York brought doWn crime rates with community policing. but most communities ... 
lacked the resoJrces to hire and redeploy enough police officers to fight and prevent crime. 

, 
, 

./ 	 NOW: President Clinton fought for and signed a plan to help communities across the country mOve 
to community pblicing by funding the hiring and redeployment of 100,000 new police officers over 
five years. TheiAdministration's COPS initiative, passed as part of the 1994 Crime Bill. has 
provided more t:han 11,000 law enforcement agencies fundIng to hire or redeploy more than tOO,OOO 
police officers. The federal government has also made record investments helping focal authorities 
fight crime - in6reasing funding for state and local law enforcement by more than 300 percent since 
1993, Overall crime rates has dropped every year under President Clinton and Vice President Gore. 
the longest continuous drop on record and crime is now at a 26-year low, 

Con:tmunity Policing Initiative is Improving America's Neighborhoods 
I 	 . 

"~v working in th~ same neighborhoods day-in, day-out, we developed real ties to the. co~muniIY. We 
tonk real steps to fIX problems m neighborhoods. We formed partnerships, We problem solved. 1f'e 
prevented Crime, .. ICOPS money makes this possible ... 'Thank you, Mr. President, for making it 
possible to fitlfill R!Y dream. Tlllmk you for making it possible to return our police to Iheir 
communities. Thank you/or being the first president to take the police truly seriou.sly, to listen to us, 

" • I 	 ,

and to gtve us the tools we need to keep our people safe. " 
-- Corporal Irma! Rivera, Arlington, Virginia. Corporal Rivera has been with the Arlington County 
Police Department sin"ce April 1992. Due to a COPS grant, she was able to join the Community 
nased!Problem~Onented Policing St:ction, which worked to rid Arlington neighborhoods of gang and 
drug-related crim~. 
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Common Sense Gun Safety Laws: the Brady Act and the Assault Weapons Ban 

./ 	 THEN: Gun violence reached its highest point in 20 years: a record 565,000 Americans were 
victims of gun crime in 1992. Murders by juveniles increased by 65 percent between 1987 and 
1993, reaching the highest level ever in 1993, In 1992, an average of nearly 15 children were killed 
every day by fire'ann·s through violence, accidents. or suicides.

'. 

,/ 	 NOW: Prcsiden~ Clinton fought the,gun lobby and won common sense gun safety laws including 
tbe Brady Bill arid the Assault Weapons Ban. Under Ihe Clinton-Gore Administration, overall gun 
crime has declined 40 percent, and firearms re-lilted homicides committed by juveniles have dropped 
hy nearly 50 per~ent. There were 227.000 fewer gun crimes in 1999 than 1992, and 1.246 fewer 
children were killed by guns thon in 1992. 
.. 	 Background checks performed under the Brady Law have prevented more than 611.000 relons, 

fugitives and domestic abusers from buying a gun. 

• 	 The Assault Weapons Ban, I)assed as part of the 1994 Crime Bill. banned the manufacture, sale 
and importation Qf 19 of the deadliest assault weapons. . 

.. 	 The Cllnlon~Gore Administration has worked with state and loea1 governments to increase 
i"}rosccution of gun cnme, Since 1992. the number of federal fireanns cases has increased 16 
percent. and as a result of this Administration's unprecedented partnership with states and 
localities. ov~rall gun prosecutions - federal. state. and local combined - are up 22 percent. In 
addition, fed~ral gun offenders are serving sentences that are about two years ionger than in 
t992 and the number of serious gun offenders sent to federal prison for more than five years is ... , 
up more th~ 41 percent 

• 	 Clinton-Gore Administration U.S" Attorneys in Richmond (Project Exile) and Boston (Operation 
Ccasctirc) w:ere instrumental in innovative efforts to crack down on anned drug tranickers. 
violent criminals. gang members and violent youth which has helped to reduce crime in these 
cities, TIle Clinton~Gore Administration has also implemented a comprehensive crime gun 
tracing initiative - the Youth Crime Gun Interdiction Iniliative (YCGU) - in 38 cities to trace 
crime guns and identify and arrest illegal gun traffLckers. 

• 	 Finally. to combat violence in schools, the Clinton-Gore Administration enacted the Gun Free 
Schools Act. which requires schools to adopt zero-tolerance policies toward guns in sehools and 
expel students bringing fireorms to school. Over the 1996·98 school years, nearly 10,000 
students wcr:e expelled from public schools for bringing a firearm to schooL , 

;Common Sense Gun Safety l.aws Are Making America Safer . 
I

"President Climon, you and your udministralion have helped make this country safer through your 
support/or rhe Br4dy law and the 1994 crime bill and your persistence in pursuing commOIl~SC1lse 
laws and srrategie~ to reduce gun violence . . , 
~~ ,James Brady, february 11, 2000. James S. Brady was shot along with President Reagan and two 
law enforcemen! onicers in an assassination attempt in 1981, Although seriously wou,:,ded by the 
guns-hot wound to rh,c head, Mr. Brady has actively lobbied for stronger gun laws. 

*.* 
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"ffmy son Scott had not been shot by a classmate with a grudge and an assault weapon over ten years 
ago. 1 might likely be a grandmom today .. , With the leadership and perseverance ofPresident Clinton, 
lVe won thejight to:pass the Assault Weapons Ban. and have taken an important step toward 
preventing countless other families from suffering the way my family has. " 
-- Bryl Phillips·Taylor. Bryl Phillips-Taylor lost her son, Scott, the summer before he was scheduled 
to enroll in college :at Virginia Tech in 1989. Scott was killed by a fellow student who held a grudge 
against him aftcr luring him into the woods and shooting him six times with an AK-4? assault rifle that 
hc had taken from an unlocked gun storage shed. Since then, Bryl has worked tirelessly to promote the 
passage of common sense gun laws, including the' successful passage of the 1994 Assault Weapons , 
Ban. I ... 

"Five short years ago. Richmond was known nationwide for our high crime and murder rates. Today. 
we 've received national allentioll not for the problem. but for the solution. We've attacked crime from 
all frollts. ali(I olle ~fthe most successful avenues has been through strong gun enforcement. President 
Clinton shares my philosophy that America needs to send (/ strong message to gun criminals that 
!)I'caking gllll laws ~illnot be tolerated. That's why we worked with the Clinton Administration to 
create the lIation 's first "Project Exile" program, a partnership at the federal and local levels that has 
guaranteed that anyone caught with an illegal gun serves five years in federal prison. Project Exile is 
now being replicated across America by other communities, and gun prosecutions ,are up. Project 
Exile's success in getting tough 011 gun criminals is due in no small measure to our partnership llnd 

Prcsidelll Clinton's leadership illlhefight to reduce crime and gun violence" 

-- Colonel Jerry Oliver, Chief of Police, Richmond, Virginia. Colonel Oliver is nationally 

rccognized for his success in helping to dramatically reduce crime in Richmond through innovative 
new partnerships and programs. such as "Project Exile." Created through a partnership with the 
Clinton Administration. U.S. Attorney Helen Fahey, Colonel Oliver and community leaders. "Project 
Exile" has helped take gun criminals offofthe streets of Riehmond by ensuring that felons caught 
i llegaUy carrying fireanns serve a minimum five year sentence in federal prison. 

I 

Tough alld Sma~t Crime Fighting Policies: The 1994 Crime Bill 

./ 	 THEN: While crime increased during the 1980s and early 1990s, Washington bickered over false 
choices hctweeri punishment and prevention. This political division blocked passage of a federal 
crime hill for six years. When President Clinton took office, the violent crime rate had skyrocketed 
to the highest p6int in 20 years, juvenile violence reached record levels, and gang and drug violence 
were epidcll1ic i6 many communities . 

./ 	 NOW: President Clinton launched a new approach to crime fighting that emphasized both tough 
anti-crime measures like increased prosecution, more prisons and stiffer penalties, as well as smart 
prevention meaJures including expanding community policing, common sense gun safety laws, 
increased drug treatment, and after-school programs. The 1994 Crime Bill was a historic turning 
point in. federal anti-crime efforts, enacting the COPS program and banning the importation of 19 of 
the most dangerous assault weapons. The Crime Bill also contained: 

• 	 Stiffer criminal penalties including a federal 'three-strikes-and-you're out' law and 
expansion of the death penalty for killing a law enforcement officers and incentives for 
states to adopt truth-in-sentencing for violent offenders. 
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, 
• 	 Drug courts to provide increased judicial supervision and drug treatment for non-violent 

offenders and boot camps for first-time young offenders.' 
• 	 Increased funding for prison construction, and anti-drug and gang programs. 
• 	 A new law making it illegal for juveniles to own handguns. 
• 	 Registration of sexually violent offenders with state officials upon release from prison. 
• 	 The Violence Against Women Act (V A WA), which tripled the number of domestic 

violence shelters, increased resources to prosecute domestic violence offenders, and 
established a nationwide 24-hour Domestic Violence Hotline. 

Local Partnerships are Reducing Crime in Boston 

"rile ClilltOIl Administration has !leen a key partner ill all ofour efforts. whether it's been through 
/J/itior grams. COlls!'stent public slIpport for our collaborative efforts or deploying personnel from 
J(~dcral agellcies. s!lch as BATF. DEA. FBI. INS and the US Attorney. to work on taskforces with us. 
We arc- very grafeful for (his partllcrship. " 
-- Boston Police C'ommissioner Paul F. Evans, November 16,2000. In the early 1990's, Boston 
faced a surge in homicides, gang-related crime, and youth violence. To address their crime problems, 
the Boston Police Department forged working relationships with Mayor Thomas Menino; local 
probation officers, iparole officers and prosecutors; local, state and federal agencies; and each of 
Boston's neighborhoods. As a result, Boston has reached its lowest violent crime rate since 1971, the 
Ilumber of homicides is at its lowest point since 1961 and every year since 1993, the number of 
juveniles killed by guns has decreased. 

Violence Against Women Act Funding Supports 

Domestic Violence Shelters and Services 


.. VA WA money 1110/ Esperanza has received in the past has assisted our program with victims in the 
court .lySICI1l. 111 fact. with VA WA Jimding. we were ahle to hire a courtlldvocate who helps women 
ohlaill protection orders. helps (hcm with security. and provides translation services. I am proud to 
S{lY that Ollr court ~/dvocate has helped about 1.500 women to date... President Clinton.is a very strong 
{It/vocate who cares lind supports women everywhere. He is a person to be there to carc when caring 
makes the differen~e hetween despair and hope . .. 
- Connie R~'Truji'lIo, Santa Fe. New Mexico. Connie Trujillo is a domestic violence survivor and 
the Executive Direttor of Esperanza. Shelter for Battered Families, one of the oldest battered women's 
shelters in the cou~try. With Violence Against Women Act funding, Esperanza has been able to hire a 
court~bascd advoc~te to assist victims in obtaining orders of protection and in safety planning, and in 
one year, this adv~cate has assisted about 1,500 victims in court. 

Successful Or'ug Control Strategy: Prevention, Treatment and Enforcement 

.I 	 THEN: The nation suffered from an unbalanced and ineffective drug control strategy that left 
morc than a million addicted individuals untreated, and failed to cut the supply of drugs to 
America's communities. In 1992, there were 1,302 drug-related murders, approximately 555 tons 
of cocaine nooded the streets, and 62 percent of those who needed drug treatment went untreated. 

http:Clinton.is
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I 
,/ 	 NOW: President Clinton placed a new ~mphasis on a balanced .anti~drug strategy. He elevated 

the Drug czlr to a cabinet-level post, replaced political appointees with professionals and 
appointed fo?r-s~ar General Barry McCaffrey as director afthe office - the flrst person with a 
drug interdic~ion background to hold the post. Funding for anti-drug efforts has increased by 
more than 50 percent - from $12.2 billion in 1993 to $' 8.5 billion in 2000, 
• 	 Preventi6n funding--'!~s increased by o~e-third, including a s~ccessful Youth Anti-Drug Media 

Campaig~, the largest targeted media effort ever to educate youth about the dangers of drug' 
usc. i. ' 

• 	 ,Treatment funding is up 33 percent, and.l.he treatment gap has closed by flve percent To break 
the cyclelof drugs and crime, President Clinton funded Drug Courts to provide treatment for 
non-viol~nt offenders. and helped to expand the numher of Drug Courts from a dozen in 1994 
to more than 400 in October 1999, The number of federal inmates receiving substance abuse , 	 . 
treatment rose from 1,135 in 1992 to 10,816 in 1999. and the Admimstration has encouraged 
states to ~dopt comprehensive drug testing and intervention fOf prisoners and parolees. , 

• 	 f)rcsidcnt, Clinton has also stepped up interdiction and enforcement efforts. The 
Administration has increased the number of FBI, DEA, and Border Patrol Agents and is 
working Zvith allies to stop international cultivation and trafficking, Seizures of cocaine, . 
manjuan~ and methamphetamine reached record ievels in 1999. Drug·related arrests and 

i 
coJ1victions also increased, with arrests up 46 percent and federal convictions rising by more 

I
thun 20 percent. ,, 

Drug Courts Are Reducing Crime and Drug Abuse 

'President CliIrtJn:~ hislOric expan~ion' ofdrug courts across our nalion has played a vital rote in our 
success in reducing crime and dntg abuse in our communities. Dntg Courts across the United Stales 
IIrc resulting in iticrcased sobriety and reduced criminality among drug using offenders. By . 
demanding (fccouhtability, hut also providing rehabilitative services to this drug using population, 
f)mg Courts are ~reating safer ami healthier communities, while reducing the numbers ofoffenders in 
c[{stody and the fi!wncial costs to our communities. " 
-- Judge Jeffrey~. Tauber, President ofthe National Association of Drng Court Professionals 
and Director of the National Drug Court Institute. Judge Tauber)nitiated and presided over the 
design and lmpl~entatlon of the Oakland Drug Court Program, one ofthe first in the nation, and was 
also the first chai~ ofthe California Association of Drug Court Professionals. 

Progress FO~ Ameri~a's Families and Communities in the Fight Against Crime· 


./ Crime R~te Drops Every Year: The overall crime rate has dropped for 8 years In a row ~ the 
longest continuous drop on record - and is now at a 26 year low . 

./ Violent Crime Down Everv Year: The violent crime rate is at its lowest level in over two 
decaJcs' and is 30 percent lo;""er than it was in 1992. In 1999, the homicide rate dropped to its 
lowest po{nt since 1966. The murder rate has dropped more than 38 percent since 1992. 

,/ Gun Crime Rate Drops Dramatically: Since 1993, the gun-related crime rate has declined 
hy O1ore than 40 percent. The number ofjuvenile gun offenders peaked in 1993, and has 
dropped 57 percent since then. , 

./ School Crime Rate Down: The school crime rate - the number ofthefts or violent crimes 
c01mmrted at schools - has docreased from 155 per 1,000 students in 1993 to 101 per 1.000 
stuoents i~ 1998. That's a drop ofnearly 35 percent. 
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· .. 	 " '."1 
.f Oomestic Violence Declines: The number of women experiencing violence at the hands of an 

mtimale panner declining 2! percent from 1993 to 1998 . 
../ 	 "reen Drug Use Drops: Teen drug use bas turned the comer, dropping for the third year in a I 

row, You* marijuana use has dropped over 25 percent. , 	 i 
I./ 	 Record Levels ~f.Federal Drug Seizures: Federal drug seizures have increased to record 

high levels' since 1993. including the highest level of federal cocaine seizures ever - a 10 
percent inc1rease over 1992Iev~ls. In 1999. federal agents seized more than three times the 
amount of ,marijuana than was seized in 1992. 

./ 	 Cocaine Supply, Decreases: Coca leaf eradication in Bolivia. ~olombia and Peru increased by 
more than five times between 1992 and "1998, The amount of cocaine available for 
consumption in the United States has: dropped by more than 30 percent since 1992, 

./ 	 Drug-Related Murders Cut in Half: The drug related murder rate has been cut almost in half 
since J992, Drug related murders are now at their lowest level in over a decade, 

, . 
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The Clinton Presidency: 
Strengthening American Families 

In 1992, the economy was stagnant. Middle class families were working harder for less money. 
Unemployment reached 7.5 percent, the highest level in 8 years, with record layoffs doubling or 
tripling unemployment rates in many communities, Family wages lost ground to inflation between 
1989~92. yet the federal government failed to mOve to create jobs, raise wages, and put America 
back to work. New jobs were being created at the slowest rate in decades. Because losing a job 
meant losing the family's health insurance, middle class families could lose their savings, their 
homes or become trapped in a broken welfare system trying to cover health costs. 

Moving Families from Welfare to Work , , 
..{ 	 THEN: (n J992 a broken welfare system made it virtually impossible to move from weIHue, 	 . 

back to wor~, trapping families in a cycle ofdependency. There were 13.6 million people on 
wclthre when, President Clinton came to office - 5.5 percent of the population. Just seven 
percent of th.ose on welfare were working. And the federal government was doing little to 
encourage parental responsibility. For example, only $8 billion in child support was collected , 
through federal and state efforts. and teen birth mtes were increasing dramatically. 

I 

,f 	 NOW: The landmark welfare refonn signed by President Clinton in 1996 has transfonned the 
wclt:'lrc syst¢m to one thllt promotes work and responsibility. while protecting children, 

• 	 Under the C'inton-Gore Administration, the welfare rons have been cut in hatfto the lowest 
level since 1968. dropping to 63 million people or 2.3 percent of the population. Today, 
most recipients are expected to work. millions of parents have left welfare for jobs. and a 
record 33 percent of current welfare recipients are now working ~~ five times as many as in 
1t)i)2. 	 . 

• 	 The President launched The Welfare to Work Partnership to lead the private sector effort to 
hire people from the welfare rolls. Now over 20,000 businesses strong, the Partnership has 
helped an estimated L! million welfare recipients move to employment 

• 	 Under V,ice President Gore's. leadership,. the Administration.has alSo done its fair share. 
hiring nearly 50,000 welfare recipients since March 1997 and fostering partnerships with 
commun:ity and faith-based organizations that help families move from welfare to work and 
succeed on (he job. . 

• 	 The Adtriinistration has put in place tough child support enforcement measures to hold 
absent p~rents accountable, while helping low income fathers go to work and meet their 
responsibilities and federal and state child support collections doubled to nearly $16 billion 
in 1999.j 

• 	 To help families make the transition from welfare to work and support low~income working 
familIes; the Clinton~Gore Administration provided nearly 200,000 new housing vouchers. 
helped families meet their nutrition,al needs, improved transportation options through grants 
10 communHies and made it easier for families to own a relia~le car without losing food 
stamps:, imd invested in child care. 
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Welfare to Work is Helping Americans Build Bet,ter Lives 

.. / have made a b{!uey life/or my girls aml myself Just bccausea person was on welfare, doesn't 
tIIean that they can 'I gel (JU! and work. Tht..y just need a chance and because oflile President's 
leadership on lh4 issue, 1'm Jiving proofthaI it call he done . .. 
M_ Rhonda Costa, Salomon Smith Barney. Rhonda Costa didn't dream much when she was on 
welfare. She spent her days trying to pay her bills with a $280 a month welfare check and her nights 
shielding her two:daughters from stray gunfire in a one-bedroom apartment. Rhonda decided to 
change her life after her oldest daughter told Rhonda to get up and do something with her life. She 
enrolled with Wildcat Servlce Corporation, a Nehv York service provider that trains welfare 
recipients for job~, After a 16-week training course, Rhonda was hired by Salomon Smith Barney, 
and through a pra:molion has been an office manager for two years and has an assistant of her own. 
Through Salomon Smith Barney's tuition reimbursement program, Rhonda is taking a class at 

I Borough of Manhattan Community CoUege for her business management degree. 

The Welfare to Work Partnership Is Mobilizing the Pri.vate Sector to Provide 
.Job Opportunities for ,Welfare Recipients 

"As aile ojthe[mmding memhers ofthe Welfare to Work Partnership. I knew welfare reform was not 
going to work unless there 'were johs ill the private sector open to people leaving welfare. I also 
kllc'w that United needed to sel {II! example, so we set (I goal ofhiring 2,O()O people from ....elfarc by 
2000, Our compw(v lUIs 1l0W exceeded that goal. hecause the President understood how to 
encourage. cajole, am! continual(v challenge the private sector to step up to the plate ami do titeir 
pUrl. Through the Welfare fo Work Partnership, I believe the President uchiei!ed the single most 
comprehensive mohilization ofthe privale secfor in pei1cetime - over 20,000 companies have now 
hired over I million people who are leaving welfare and laking the first step IOward lhe American' 
dream. " 
- Gerald Greenwald, Chairman Emeritus. United Airlines and Chairman of the Board, The 
\Velfare to Work Partnership. United Airlines is one of the five founding companies of the 
Welfare to Work ·Partnership. United has implemented a volunteer rnentoring program with current 
United cmpl-oyee~ that help with workplace questions and offer encouragement. This strategy has 
contributed to the company's success in hiring welfare to work employees, neady doubling retention 
rales, and enhancing morale and creating·a better working environment for all United employees, 

Promoting Responsible Fatberhood 

"With the help ofthis Uatherhood) program f am proud to say that I am on my way to a rewarding 
career in electronics technology and computer science. and am again paying my chUd support 
rt.:gulariy. {know that Ricardo is proud ofme. omll (lin gi(UlliJall can be a good role modelfor 
him.,. I wanl to thank the Presidenl for supporting ftlthers and programs/or fathers like the one I am 
invvlved in. ... ' • : 
-- Carlos Rosas+ St. Paul, Minnesota. Carlos Rosas enrolled in a fathers' employment and training 
program in Octo~er 1996 when he was not earning enough money to keep up with his child support 
ohhgatlOn for hls1son. Ricardo, who 15 now 14 years old. During his time with the program operated 
by the Ramsey C?unty Child Support office, Carlos worked hard to upgrade his skills and increase 
his earning power so he c·ould meet his child support responsibilities, save money to send Ricardo to 
~tJllege, 3.nd improve his Own future. [11 May 1999, Carlos graduated from St. Paul Technical 
College and immediately landed a job as an electronics technician, In July 2000, Carlos was hired 
by Check Technology Corporation as a Systems Technician. 
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Helping American Workers with Transportation 

I
, Because ofmy row, reliable car, I now will be able to get to and maintain a full-time jab..'! know 
Ihat thi~ car Wlllibe very helpful in teaching my goal ofleaving public assistance and supporting my 
Jamily on my OW~t". J am glad the President understands how imporiam il is for people like me fo 

hove reliahle tra'nsportalion as they are l"/orking to support their families. " 
~~ Michael Alex!mder~ of Westfield. New York. Michael is a 25-year-o~d single father of two. He 
lives in an area ,);ith very limited public transportation and since he did not own a car, it had been 
very dIfficult fo~ him to maintain steady employment. Through the help of a federally-funded. 
county ron prog~am. EARNA CAR. he attended .classes about car maintenance, helped repair a 
donated car, worked out a man.ilg"eable loan payment with the help of a local bank, and was able to 
purchase a used !vehicle, Since he bought the car, Mr. Alexander has been able to secure full-time , 
employment and. moved from welfare to work. 

Helping Families Succeed on the Job And At Home 
I 

',/ 	 THEN:'Woiking fromitos laced special problems in attempting to succeed at home and on the 
jon. The Fa;mily and Medic.ll Leave Act had been vetoe.d. twice, denying parents 12 weeks of 

. leave to care for a newborn child or sick family member. Paychecks of working families 
continued t~ lose pace to inflation. dropping 43 percent in real value. Quality child care for 
working families was increasingly difficuit to find and afford, and federal assisl<U1ce served a 
small fractiqn of those who needed help. • 

../ 	 NOW: President Clinton has kept his promise to make it easier for families that work hard and 
play by the ~les to make ends meet and Care for their children. 

• 	 President Clinton signed the Family and Medical Leave Act in 1993 - the first law he signed 
'as President. Today, more than 20 million Americans have taken unpaid leave to care for a 
newhorn'child Or sick family member. 

, 	 
• 	 To help ryard-pressed working families, President Clinton passed a $500 per child tax credit, 

a $1 per hour increase in the minimum wage, and provided tax cuts for 15 million working 
families by expanding the Earned Income Tax Credit, which provldes the average family 
receiving the EITG with $1,000 per year. 

• 	 The Clinton-Gore Administration has significantly expanded child care opportunities for 
working 'families. They have more than doubled funding for federal child care. which now 
provides lassistance to 15 million families~ The welfare reform law signed hy President 
Clinton ~rovided an a.dditional $4 billion over six years. more than had ever been spent 
before'; i~ child care assistance to families moving from welfare to work and other low~ 
income families. The Administration has also provided after-school opportunities to 
opproxirnatcly 850,000 children so that more parents know that their children are in safe 
[earnin.g environment during the after-school hours. President Clinton and Vice President 
Gore have nearly doubled funding for the Head Start program. expanded the program to 
more than 160,000 additional children, enacted critical quality improvements, and created the 
Early Start program targeted to development of younger children. 

• 	 The President fought for and signed new legislation giving parents new tools to protect their 
cnildrcn from media violence by requiring the installation of anti-violence screening chips 
(V -chips) in all new'televisions. The President also worked with the entertairunent industry 
to create:a new ratings system for television programs and the computer industry to establish 
ratings f~r video games. 

http:Medic.ll
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• 	 The Clinthn-Gore Administration also took on the tobacco industry by developing the first, 	 -- 
ever plan to protect our children from tobacco, and calling on Congress to affinn the FDA's 
authority to implement this plan. 

• 	 President Clinton signed the Foster Care Independence Act. This law is designed to help the 
20,000 YO\lI1g people who leave foster care each year when they reach age 18 without an 
'adoptive family or other guardian. It ensures that these young people will get the tools they 
need to make the most of their lives by providing them better educational opportunities, 
access to health care, training, housing assistance, counseling, and other services. 

Targeted Tax Cuts Helping Hard-Pressed Working Families 

.. With the Earned If/come Tax Credit and the Child Tax Credit we were able to payoffollr debts, so 
H'e could afford the mortgage payments to buy a home and we bought a used van that we fixed lip, 
Tlte EITe lI'as 1V0rth a mortgage payment for a month. That was a boost that my husband and I 
really (ll'prcci{/tcd. It kind ofrcwarded the hard work he pllt in. just when we really needed it . . , 
-- ,Jessica Cupp 6" Thurmont. Maryland, is a mamed mother of 2-year-old triplet girls. The Cupp 
triplets were born 26 weeks into Jessica's pregnancy at very low birth weights and with several 
medical problemi. Jessica was forced to give up her work at a childcare center in order to care for 
her own three children. For 1998 and 1999, the Cupp family applied for and received Earned 
Income Tax Credit refunds as well as child tax credits that they would not have received had it not 
been for the 1993jEITC expansion and the new child tax credit. This money has helped the family to"" 
payoff debt accrued when the triplets were born, to move into a home more suited for raising 3 
children, to trade in their 2-door vehicle for a van, and has allowed Jessica to stay home and care for 
their three growing daughters. 

Providing Opportunities to Foster Care Children 

"I have several younger foster sihlings still at home ... 1 have lots ofhope for their future - and even 
II/ore now lVith th~ passage oftitis hill. 1 have no douht that this action will have a positive effect on 
fhe t/u)lIs(/Iuis offoster youth who leave care each year - IInable to return to their families ... 1 really 
hope that/his hili will make the training and experience that I had, possihle for all yo'uth ill fostcr 
care.around the United Slates .. .{President Clinton's) work ill passing this bill has made these things 
more possihle. YOII did the right thing!" 
-- Kristi Jo Frazier, Cincinnati. Ohio. Kristi Jo is a fonner foster child who is studying education 
al Cincinnati St;tte and Technical College. She now lives on her own after successfully transitioning 
li'om foster care in July 1998 into independent living. 

Expanding Access to Quality Health Care 

./ 	 THEN: Millions of children could not access affordable and meaningful health insurance. 
people with disabilities who wanted to work could not for fear of losing their health insurance, 
and young people leaving foster care could not retain the critical health insurance they needed to 
make a healthy start as adults. Unlike many other American workers. self-employed Americans 
recei'vcd abs~lutely no tax assistance in purchasing health care insurance. Every year, an 
estimated 25 ;nillion Americans had breaks in their health care coverage because they changed 
jobs, or were :self employed, or had preexisting conditions that could lead an insurance company 
to denv coverage. 

• I 
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./ 	 NOW: More than 2.5 million children have received health insurance as a result ofthe 
ennctment of the histonc Children's Hca}th Insura~ce Program in 1997 - the largest expansion 
of health insurance for children since the creation of the Medicaid program. The President has 
also enacted1coverage expansions for millions of people with disabilities who wish to return to 
work and fot the 20,000 foster carc children aging out of Medicaid eligibility every year. The 
President's dnactment of the bipartisan Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act 
g'l.VC Ameri~ans insurance portability pro'tectiollS when they switch or lose jobs. The President 
has nlso enacted legislation that assures that: annual and lifetime coverage limits can be no 
di fferent fQr:mental health .coverage than other benefits; new mothers can stay in the hospital; 
drive~throtlgh mastectomies are eliminated; and genetic discrimination against many Americans 
purchasing ~ealth insurance is prohibited,' .. 

More Children Have Access to Health Care 

'rbanks to the Childrenjs Health Insurance Program 


,. Whe~ wcfound;tlte Healthy Families program, it was like a miracle. Now my kids have a regular 
doctor who knov.:s our family, 1don " have to worfJ' about taking them in for their schoo! physicals 
arfin' their vaccinations. They call run llround and ciimb on things andjump ofJlhings and the only 
riling I real(v Ile~d {() worry about is ifthey get their clothes tlir'}'. Because ofthe Health,v Families 
f}rogmm, mv hus'hand and I can make sure lhat our kMs grow up healthy. " - Evelyn Alvarado, 
California,~Before Evelyn's children - Daniel (aged 13), Mary (aged 11), and Samuel (aged 8)
enrolled her children in California '5 CHIP program (Healthy Families) in June 1999, they were 
uninsured for eight years and only saw the doctor in the case ofemergencies 

*** 

Allowing Americans with Disabilities to Return to Work_ 
'Witbout Fear of Losing Insurance Coverage 

, 
.. We hflve been waiting for so long to see this bill signed - to watch as this Administrcuion." opens , 	 , 

I (he door to emplqymefll[or i!ldividuals wah disabilities all over America. "- James S.ullivan~ New 
Ii Ilampshire. December 16, 1999. James is a C6 quadriplegic (partial use of his arms) who is in his 
~ mid thirties, Tw~ days before he turned 18, he broke his back diving into a wave. He is willing to 
!i give up his SSDI, check ifhe could go back to work and keep his personal attendant services. Ifhls 
:! state takes the Medicaid buy in option,Jeffords-Kennedy will allow him to do just that He would 
:: like to get a job i~ the telecommunications industry. . . . 

, 
I , 
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Progress for Working Families 

./ 	 The Ene now lifts 4,1 million working families out of poverty, which is nearly double the 
l1umbcr of people lifted out or poverty by the ElTC in 1993. Among children, the EITC reduced 
poverty by 17 percent in 1999 - moving 2.3 million children out ofpoverty, 

./ 	 The total tax burden dropped from 245 percent in 1992 to 22,8 percent and is now at the lowest 
rate since 1978, The total Federal tax rate for middJe~income families increased under the 
previous. two administrations. rising from 23.7 percent in 1980 to 24.5 percent in 1992, 

,/ 	 Teen birth rates have dropped to the lowest rate in 60 years, The number of births to teens 
declined from 60.7 per 1000 in 1992 to 49.6 in 1999- an 18 perceni drop . 

./' 	 Welfare rolls have been more than cut in half - from 14.1,mHlion poopJe in 1993 to 6.3 million 
today to the lowest level since 1968. The percent of people on welfare in 1999 who were 
workingjn 2000 increased to almost 40 percent - nearly double the level in 1992. [NOTE: just 
got updated numbers: also. needed to make more clear what this figure representsl 

../ 	 Child support collections have broken new records, doubling federal and state collections from 
$8 hillioI} in 1992 to nearly $ i 6 billion last year. 

,/ 	 The child poverty rate has declined from 22.7 percent to 16.9 pen::cnt, a reduction of 25.6 percent 
- the higgest six~year drop in nearly 30 years (1964~1970). Child poverty is now at its lowest 
rale since 1979, 

./ 	 Federal investments in child care have doubled and now help parents provide care for L5 million 
chilrlten . 

./ 	 Head St:1rt will serve approximately 880,000 children this year - up froql Just over 700,000 in .. 
1992• 

./ 	AJoptions have increased - in 1999 alone. 46,000 foster care children were adopted. an increase 
of nearly 65 percent since 1996 . 

. ! 
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i The Clinton Presidency:· 
P1rotecting Our Environment and Public Health 

President Clinton1and Vice President Gore came into office committed to demonstrating that a 
strong economy nPd a clean environment go hand-in-hand. Over the past eight years, the Clintoo
Gore Administration has proven it: we now have the strongest economy and the cleanest 
environment in a generation. This Administration has invested in a common sense and cost
effective approach of new technologies, toughecenforcernent of environmental laws, strengthening 
public health standards, and protecting our irreplaceable national treasures. President Clinton's 
environmental strhtegy has given our nation the cleanest air and water in a generation and the 
strongest economy in our nation's history - proving that you can both protect the environment and 
grow the economy . 

.	, 

I 


Producing Cleaner, Healthier Comrimnities 
I , 

./ 	 THEN: In 1992, America's communities faced serious envirorunental problems. Lethargic 
federal clean-~p efforts left 88 percent of the worst 1,200 toxic waste sites and their 
communities polluted after 12 years of federal efforts. Nearly 40,000 urban industrial sites sat 
abandoned with no federal strategy to redevelop them. Sixty-two million people lived in areas 
with drinking :water below federal standards; nearly 157 million people - 62 percent of the , 
country - breathed air that failed to meet federal standards. 

i 

./ 	 NOW: President Clinton and Vice President Gore brought a renewed commitment to 
protecting and 'preserving the envirorunent and today, more families live in cleaner, healthier 
communities. ! ' 

• 	 They strerigthened the Safe Drinking Water Act, requiring America's 55,000 water utilities 
to provide: regular reports to their customers on the quality of their drinking water. 

• 	 The Clintqn-Gore Administration adopted the toughest standards ever on soot and smog, 
which could prevent up to 15,000 premature deaths each year. They have announced , 
siglllficant reductions in tailpipe emissions from cars, light trucks and SUVs as well as 
reducing the level of sulfur in gasoline by 90 percent. Over the coming decade, these , 
measures witt cut smog-causing pollution from new vehicles by 77 to 95 percent, 
preventing 4,300 premature deaths, 260,000 asthma attacks among children, and 173,000 
cases of childhood respiratory illness each year. 

• 	 The Admihistration also launched a long-term effort to restore pristine skies and unspoiled 
views at the Grand Canyon, Yosemite, Acadia and the Great Smoky Mountains National 
Parks and 'other natural treasures that draw 290 million visitors a year. And they 
announced a strategy to reduce hannful emissions of smog-causing nitrogen oxides and 
partJcrilat~ matter from heavy-duty trucks and diesel fuels by over 90 percent, 

• 	 The Clinton Administration accelerated the cleanup of the nation's worst toxic waste sites, 
freeing sc~res of communities from environmental threats and economic blight, completing 
clean-up olf more than three times as many Superfund sites in the past eight years as were 
cleaned in!the past eight. The President also launched initiatives to accelerate the cleanup 
of brown fields and remove barriers to their redevelopment. , , 


I 
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• 	 The Admj~istration also expanded Americans' Right to Know about environmental haiards 

in their communities hy doubling the number ofchemicals that companies must report, 
, 

Critic:d Leadership for Clean Air 

"Clealling up big, dirty diesel frucks is critical to meet our nation's air quality goals and 10 

protect the puhtrc !tealth ... We commend EPA Administralor Browner and President Clinl(m for 
proposing this forward~thinking effort. ,. . 
- John i\'l. CQruthers, Jr., President, American Lung Association on the Administration 
proposaJ to <:leah up all heavy-duty trucks and buses and dramatically reduce sulfur in diesel fuel 
starting in the 2007 model year. 

",-I lot can be d~ne by nurses like myself to edliCQre children andparents on how to /ille with 
asthma. It also wkes strong leadership in government to reduce the pollution that has often been 
linked 10 u:;;hma, {President Clinton is} a man who has used his high office. to make cleaning the 
air and prol€crihg children's heallh a priority . .. ~ Gloria Hackman, Scbool Nurse, Maury 
Erementnry Sch()ol~ Alexandria. Virginia, Ms. Hackman administers the Open Ahways For 
Schools class - ~ program to teach asthmatic children how to cope with asthma - and spoke at an 
event with the President to announce the fina1standards of the Tier IIILow Sulfur Gasoline Rule, 
which wilt imprpve air quality by reducing pollution from vehicles by up to 95 percent by 2009. 

8row~fieJds and Superfund [nitintives Revitalize America's Communities , 

"This is '-vhal urbatl revttu!i;;;ution is all about. This very site, which used to be the scourge of 

Fairfield COU1I~, is now the region '5 most e.tciting new entertainment venue,,, I'd be genuinely 

surprised ~f there's a more dramatic example ofsuccess with brownJields reclamation than right 

here at our ba/llpark. " 

- Mickey Herbert, m:ljority owner, the Bridgeport Bluefisb Baseball team, Bridgeport. 

Connecticut. on the state of the art Harbor Yard sports complex - a former brownfield. 


"This allows,us:to panicipate in Q program that is national in scope and touches}ust about 

eve(v state, .. TI~ere are going (0 be many. many more fields where kids can play On that wouldn 'f 

be there except/or EPA working with the United Stales Soccer Fmmdation." 

- Herb Giobbi. Executive Diredor, V.S. Soccer Foundation on the EPAJUSSF partnership to 

help communities build soccer fields on fonner Superfund sites. 
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Clinton-Gore Administration Empowers Communities 
by Expanding the Right-to-Know 

"I have seenjirs'thand how important it isfor communities to know what chemicals are heing 
dumped into the'environment. I applaud the Clinton Administration for working to make sure 
that all communities can know - after all, this affects our health, our children's health and our 
fucure. " 
- Lorraine Ross. Clean Water Community Activist. San Francisco, California. Lorraine 
Ross. fearing for the health of her family. started a campaign 18 years ago that led to the 
discovery that toxic chemicals had leaked from underground tanks at a local corporation into a 
nearby drinking-water well. 

"The President has been such an extraordinary leader in fighting for the environment and 
protecting puhlic health. Before "right to know, :' people didn't know what chemicals were heing 
released into the environment. Now, limes are changing, people and companies are more aware 
lind our communities are better for it. " 
- Doris McGuigan, Environmental Activist. Baltimore, Maryland. 

Preserving America's Treasures for Future Generations , 

./ 	 THEN: In 1992, many of America's natural treasures were at risk of development. A massive 
gold mine proposed not far from Yellowstone National Park threatened the world's first 
national park with toxic runoff and other environmental harm. Many were calling for more oil 
(hilling in senJitive coastal areas and in areas like the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. More 
than half of thb historic wetlands in the continental United States had been lost. 

I 
,/ 	 NOW: From the Red Rock Canyons of Utah to the Florida Everglades, President Clinton and , 

Vice President Gore have preserved millions of acres in national parks. national monuments 
and wildemes~ areas, The Clinton-Gore Administration has also launched major refonns to 
reverse the los's of precious wetlands, setting a goal of a net increase of 100,000 acres of 
wetlands a year by 2005. The President defended Yellowstone National Park from potential ,
toxic runoff from a proposed gold mine near the Park's boundary, and acquired land near the 
Park to expanded critical habitat for bison. The Administration has also strongly opposed 
efforts to drilnor oil in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, and the President vetoed 
legislation that would have opened the Refuge to new exploration. President Clinton worked 
with Congress

i 
to provide dedicated and protected funding for conservation and preservation 

programs, incl:uding his Lands Legacy initiative. The agreement will nearly double our 
investment in these programs, making it the largest annual investment in protecting our green 
and open ~Pilces since President Roosevelt set our nation on the path of conservation nearly a 
century ago, The Administration is now working to provid~ long-term protection for more than 
40 mil!ion acres of road less areas within national forests. In addition, President Clinton and 
Vice President Gore protected America's oceans and coasts by extending the moratorium on 
new oil leasing off most of the U.S. coast through 2012, and pennanently barred new leasing in 
n<1tiol1al mari~e sanctuaries. The U.S. was also the tirst nuclear power to advocate a global ban 
on ocean dumping of low-level radioactive waste. 



-, 
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Leadersbip to Preserve National Treasures for Future Generations 

"Ifmy grtmdfather were here today, he ,1/Ou!d be overjoyed with what the Forest Service. the 
Departmcn( ofAgriculture, and the Presidem are about to do, Perhaps the greatest challenge in 
consenl(ltiorl in our generation is to develop the political wifl to set aside enough ofnature to 
sustain the diversity ofplants and animals we ultimately depend on. " 
- Peter Pinchot. Conservationist. Peter Pinchot is the grandson of Gifford Pincbot. the first 
Chief of the Forest Service undt!r President Teddv Roosevelt and one of American historY's most 

:~ constructive lund conservation leaders. . '. - . 

j 	"To save these ~{l.st. vast pieces ofwild country from haphazard development means that my 
sons' children wdl have room a.s we do, to get lost or find their bearings, to meet in themselves 
some long/orgolten anceSlOr's resourcefulness and grit, to take heart ... A.fr, President thank you 
for protecfing this magnificent place for our future generations. .. " 
- Ann Walka. Conservationist, Flagstaff~ Arizona, on the proclamation of the Grand Canyon 
- Parashmtt National Monument 

t\lanaging ~nd Using the Oceans Wisely 

"If we are fa profeCl, manage and use the oceans wisely. we must understand how they work. , 
We are pleus<:u to see that research is an important component a/the Administration's agenda _ 

and appll1ud lh~ir efforts. " , 

- Rohert B. Gagosian, Director! ,",'oods Hole Oceanographic [nstitution. Wuods Hole, 

Massachusetts. 


Protecting the!Environmenl and Growing tbe Economy 

..! 	 THEN: tn 1992. special interests and polluters defeated progress by saying that Amenc3 could 
not protect the environment and grow the economy. ru a result, America did neither, The, . 	 . 
false cboice between the economy and the environ~ent resulted in weak standards and lax 
enforcement that failed to hold polluters responsible. Meanwhile, the country had just begun 
to take steps lo reward conservation and tap the economic potential of environmental 
technology and business, . 

,/ 	NOW; President Clinton and Vice President Gore were determined to prove that a strong 
economy and a clean environment go hand-in-hand. They worked to grow green businesses by 
encouraging and rewarding new environmental technologies and signiticantly increased efforts 
to hohlpoHuters accountable, 

• 	 The'Auministratlon launched initiatives such as the Partnership for a New Generation of 
Vehicles (PNGV) ~ an innovative research partnersh.ip whh the Big Three automakers to 
develop cars with up to triple the fuel efficiency oftooay's models. The Chnton 
Admi'nistration nls~ bunched the Climate Change Technology Initiative to spur the 
development of clean etlergy technologies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions that lead 
(0 globu\ warTning while saving money and creating jobs, The AdministrotHm also 
launched the National Environmental Technology Strategy to strengthen pannerships 
with the environmental business community and expand the federal government's role in 

http:partnersh.ip


. ' 

spurring innovation and growth in the industry. The Administration has also worked to 
promol~ the export of U.S: technology and expertise overseas. Since 1993, exports based 
on enviromnental technology and industry have more than doubled. 

• 	 Presideht Clinton and Vice President Gore have significantly increased enforcement of 
em:ironbental laws. Last year, EPA "assessed a total of $228.3 million in civil and 
criminal penalties, the most ever assessed and $87 million more than in 1992. In 
addition, the EPA referred 241 criminal cases to the Justice Department, 322 defendants 
were clt'arged,and 2,500 total months of sentences were handed down, more than 
do\'lhling enfortement activity in each 'category over 1992 levels. 

i Climate Cbange Technology Task Force is Moving America 
Toward Reducing Green House Gases Wh.ile Growing tbe Economy 

"The Clinton A(/ministfflrion deserves eYedi{for seeing energy ejJiciency for what it is ~ an 
energy source that is essentwl/or the economic health ofour nation. The Climate Change 
Technology fniriallve in partlcular IS spurring new clean energy technologies tha! are paying off. 
like u gusher for the American people. The important choices on energy and climate must be 
mude with a clear eye em the contribution to the environment. the economy, nationul securily, 
and international competitiwmess'delivered itlthe past and promisedfor the future by energy~ 
efficiency. " 
- David M. Nemtzow, President, Alliance to Save Energy 

Protecting the Environment and Improving Public Health 

/' More Americans Have Safe Drinking Water: The number of Americans with safe drinking 
water has increased by 23.2 millIon since 1993. In 1993, 79 percent of Americans lived in 
areas with tap water that meets all federal standards. Today. more than 90 percent live in areas 
served by systems that meet all federal standards. 

/ More Americans Breathe C!ean Air: The number of Americans living in communities 
meeting clean air standards has increased by 44 million since 1992. New strong standards on 
smog and soot could prevent up to 15,000 premature deaths a year, and improve the lives of 
millions of Americans who suffer from respiratory illness.es 

,/' More Than Three Times as M:~DV Toxic Waste Sites Cleaned: Since 1993. (he 
Administration has completed more than 620 cleanups of Superfund sites - more than three 
times as many 'as were completed in the previous 12 years. Cleanup is completed or underway 
at 92 percent of aU Superfund sites. 

/' Redeveloping Brownfields Sites: The Clinton-Gore Administration has leveraged more than 
$2,3 biiilon in private sector investment. and generated 6,400 jobs through the browntields 
redevelopment initiative . 

./' Protected Mhre Land thal!..::\nv Administration in History: The Clinton~Gore 
Administration has protec~ed more land as national monuments in the lower 48 states.:... more 
than lt6 millihn acres - than all¥ Administration. President Clinton has created t 1 national 
monuments -'including Grand Staircase·Escalante in Utah; Grand Canyon-Parashant in 
Arizona: Agu'a Fria in ArizoIl.a: Giant Sequoia in Califomi~ and the California Coastal 
monument - and, has expanded two others. 



" DRAFT 11~27 

, 
./ 	 Doubled tb~ Number of Chemicals Reported: President Clinton has doubled the number of 

chemicals subject to reporting in the nation's Toxic Release (nventory, The number of 
facilities subject to reporting has increased by 10 percent. Since 1992. emissions of the toxic 
chemicals from manufacturers have decreased by more than 20 percent. 

¥ 	 New Jobs in the Environmental Industry: Since 1993,130.000 new jobs: have been created_ 
in environmental industries such as recycling, renewable energy, waste management ::md 
environmentai clean~ups, ' ' 

/ 	 More Than Doubled Exports Based on Envinmmenl31 Technology; Since 1993, exports 
based on environmentai technology and industry have more than doubled, increasing from $9.4 
million in 1993 to $20 million in 1999. 

./ 	 Record Penalties for Polluters: Record civil and criminal penalties were assessed against 
polluters by the EPA last year. In FY 1992. the EPA referred l07 cnminal cases to the 
Department of Justice, i 50 defendants were charged and a total of 1,135 months of criminal 
sentences were handed down. In FY 1999. the EPA referred 241 criminal cases to the Justice 
Depurtment. 322 defendants were charged and'2,500 total months ofsenlences were handed 
down. In addition, $228.3 !1.1illion worth of c:vil penalties were assessed in FY 1999, the 
highest ~moJnt ever. In FY 1992, combined civil and criminal penalties totaled just $141.4 
million. . 
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The Clinton Presidency: 
Improving the Nation's Health Care 

From the first days <:>fhis Administration, President Clinton has worked to expand access to affordable, 
quality health care for all Americans, The President has strengthened the Medicare program, increased 
acccssand improved the quality of Qur nation'S health care system. President CHnton's balanced 
approach to increasing access to quality health care has paid off for America. with the number of 
uninsured Americans declining fOT the first time in ~ 2 years in 1999, 

Strengthening and Modernizing Medicare 

./ 	THEN: Eight years ago. the Medicare Trust Fund was expected to run out of money in 1999. Health 
care fraud was contrihuting to rising costs and a shaky financial future for the Medicare program. 
The President and Vice President succeeded in passing measures to strengthen and modernize 
Medicare, crack ~lown on fraud. and protect the benefits of today's beneficiaries. 

if 	 NOW: President Clinton and Vke President Gore enacted the most comprehensive Medicare rcfoons 
in history. Theytinsisted on provisions tn the Balanced Budget Act of 1997 to protect. modernize . 
and extend the life of the Medicare Trust Fund, while offering new options for patient choice and 
preventive care. :The Balanced Budget Act also provided an array of new weapons in our fight 10 

keep SCam artist~ and f1y-bY~!lIght health' care out ofMedicare and Medicaid. President Clinton nas
assigned n:ore fe,deml prosecutors and FBI agents to fight health care fraud than ever before. The 
Clintol1~G<Jrc Administration's work has extended the life of the Medicare Trust Fund until 2025. , 

Reforming the Insurance Market , 
-/ 	 THEN: In 1992, there were no Federal protections to ensure the portability of health benefits for 

workers in between jobs or to prcvent discrimination based on health status, Every year, an estimated 
25 million Americans had breaks in their health care coverage because they changed jobs, or wcre 
self employed. or had preexisting conditions that could lead an insurantc company to deny coverage. 
A technological revolution presented new chal1enges in safeguarding the privacy of Americans' 
medicul records . 

.if 	 NOW: President Clinton and ViGe President Gore took on these new challenges and enacted critical 
refonns to the insurance ma.rket thut have helped millions of Americans keep their health insurance. 

• 	 Presidcnt,Glinton and Vice President Gore enacted the Health Insurance Portability and 
Accountability Act, which helps people keep health insurance when they change jobs. guarantees 
renewability ofcoverage, and ensures access to health insurance for small businesses. 

• 	 The Presideni enacted mental health parity provisions to help eliminate discrimination against 
Americans with mental illneSses, ahd instituted new protections for mothers and their newhorns 
and women r~covering from mastectomies. 

• 	 President Clh1ton also issued landmark Federal regulations protecting the privacy of eJectrQnit: 
medical reco~ds and issued un executive memQrandum ~y.~~tins genetic discrimination in 
Federal hiring and promotion actions, 
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• 	 Because Co~gress failed to pass a meaningful Patients' Bill of Rights, President Clinton directed 
the Icdcral government to ensure that the important new beneHts and rights that health care 
consumers receive under the Administration's proposed Patients Bin of Rights are guaranteed to 
federaf employees. vetenms. Medicare and Medicaid beneficiaries. and individuals covered by 
the Indian Health Service nnd the Military Health System. including choice ofproviders and 
plans, <lccess to emergency services. participation in treatment decisions. confidentiality of health 
infonmuion and a fair complaint and appeals process, 

Executive Action Guarantees Medical Privacy 

'The Adminlslmlion has made signijicolll headway where Congress could nol [on medical privacy] to 
rC.wore public ll'lls{ (HId confide1lce in OU~ fIa/ion S health Care SYSlenr. " 
_. .fanlori Goldman, October 29. 1999, Janlori Goldman, considered to be one of the leading medical 
privacy experts nationwide, directs the Health PriVtlcy Project at Georgetown Univcrsi1yts Institute for 
Health Care Rese~ch and Policy. The Project is dedicated to ensuring that peopJe1s privacy is 
safeguarded in the: health tare environment. 

Improving and Expanding Health Insurance Coverage 

,/ 	THEN: The nuniber of uninsured - especially uninsured children - was growing. People with 
disabilities who wanted to'work could not for fear of losing their health insurance. and young people 
leaving f,?srcr care could not retain the critical health insurance they needed to make a healthy start as 
adults. Unlike many other Ameriean workers, self~employed Americans received absolutely no tax 
assistance in purchasing health care insurance . 

./ 	 NOW: President Clinton carne into office determined to expand access t,o health care for an 
Americans. His work has led to tbe first decrease in the number of umnsured Amencllns in twelve 
years. 
• 	 President Clinton and· Vice President Gore enacted the largest investment in health care for 

children since 1965, providing health care for up to five million children with the State 
Children's Health Insumm::c Program. They also led aggressive outreach efforts to enroll eligible 
children. 

• 	 President CHnton enacted landmark legislation providing new health insurance opponunities for 
working people with disabilities and enacted new legislation to help young people leaving foster 
care keep their health insurance. as well as legislation to assure that self~employed Americans 
receive the same tax benefits as workers who have job-based health coverage, 

• 	 The Clinton-Gore Admlflistration has improved quality and access of long term care. The Clinton 
Admimstratlon has made ensuring the health and safety of nurslng home residents a top priority 
and has i&sued the toughest nursing home regulations in the history of the Medicare and Medicaid 
programs, requiring stutes to crack down on nursing homes that repeate<ily violate health and 
safety rcquir~ments and changing the inspection process to increase the focus on preventing 
bedsores, ma,lnutrition and resident abuse. They also enacted legislation simpllfyjng state options 
10 expand eligibility and design community based long teon care programs, aHowing seniors and 
people with disabilities to receive care in their homes rather than in institutional settings, And 
the Administration enactctllcgislation allowing the Federal government to serve as a model , 
employer hy ,offering quality private long-lenn care insurance to Federal employees, 
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• 	 III Octo her ~OOO, President Clinton cnacted the Breast and Cervical Cancer Prevention and 
Treatment Act. which provides new treatment options to low-income, uninsured women with 
.breast cancc1r, who are diagnosed through federally sponsored screening programs. 

Children's Health Insurance Program Provides Security for Families , 

I 
,. When we fOllnd the Hea/thy Families program. it was like a miracle. Now my kids have a regular 
doctor who knows D,lIrfamiZv. I dOll '{ have 10 worr), about raking them in Jor their school physicals orfor 
their \Ytccil1miolls. PICy can run amulld alld clim.l~ r;m things ant/jump ojJthings and the only thing I 
I'el/lly nced to IVOrl}' ahout is if they get their clothes dirty. Because ofthe Healthy Families program, my 
hllshwul and I can make sure that our kids grow lip healthy, " 
-- Evelyn Alvarado, California. Evelyn Alvarado, enrolled,her children in California's CHIP program 
(Healthy Familics) in June 1999. Before they cnrolled in Hcalthy Families, Evelyn's children - Daniel 
(aged 13), Mary (aged II), and Samuel (aged 8) -were uninsured for eight years and only saw the doctor 
in thc case of emergencies. 

Ensuring' that All Americans Have Access to Cancer Prevention and Treatm~nt 

i 
The National Breast Cancer Coalirioll applauds this Administration for its dedication and commitment 
(oflll'thel'illg sllhsra~llive breast Cllllcer policies that move us closer to eradicating this disease. From 
ellhal/cing access to; quality clinical trials. to enacting WI optional Medicaid bill that would ensure 
Ilullmelll/or low-income women diagnosed with breast alld cervical cancer through federal programs: 
Ihe Clinton Administration leaves {l legacy ofwlprececlemed progress for women with breast cancer, 
(heirfamilies alltlfriends. 
-- Fnm Visco, Pres~dent, National Breast Cancer Coalition 

! 
Improving Public Health 

./ 	THEN: In 1992. America's public health delivery system was badly in need of repair: half of two year 
nlds did not receive their immunizations, infant mortality rates were too high. and funding for 
biomcdical research was inadcquate . 

./ 	 NOW: President Clinton and Vice President Gore have improved our public health system and made 
investments that have given us a healthier America. They have increased child immunizations, 
implemented neJ.r food safety protections. increased research funding and became the first 
Administration' to take on the tobacco industry to reduce teen smoking. 

I 
• 	 President Clinton and Vice President Gore raised childhood immunization rates to record levels by 

investing in the Childhood Immunization Initiative in 1993. More than 90 percent of America's 
toddlers received the most critical doses of each of the routinely recommended vaccines in 1996, 
1997. and again in 1998. The infant monality is at an all-time low. and has declined by 15.2 , 	 . 
pcrcent since. 1992. 

• 	 The Clinton·Gore Administration improved the safcty of food for all Americans by seeking 
substantial fJnding for. such initiatives as a nationwide early.warning system for food borne illness, 
increased inspections, and the expansion of food-safety research. risk assessment and education. 
The Administration has also put into place improved science-based standards for meat. poultry, and 



seatbod products and enacted strict new standards for pesticide residues in food, including the first 
pesticide standards aimed specifically at protecting children. 

• 	 President Clipton and Vice President Gore have increased funding for the National Institutes of 
Health by $7:3 billion (58 percent), and they have strongly supported lhe efforts of the National 
Human Genome Research lnstitute to map the entire human genome. which will revolutionize 
health care iri, the future. 

• 	 The Clinton-Gore Admimstnltlon rook on the lobacco industry bv developing the first-ever plan to 
prates:: our diilJrcn from tobacco, and calling on Congress to affinn the FDA's authority to 
implement this plan. The Clinton-Gore Adt!!inistration has also made our nation's health a priority 
by cSlablishirl'g smoke~free federal workplaces, raising the federal tobaeco tax, and by giving the 
American pe~ple their day in court against .he tobacco manufacturers who engaged in decades of 
deception about the dangers oftohncco. ~ 

,Raising Iml)1uniiation R:.tes fo au All Time High Ensures A Healthy Future for All Children 

""reside11l CIiIlIO'11 (;ml those in his (J(imil1islration have made immunizmions (l priority stnce rIlJ)' one . ... 

Ny !aulu:hittg file Children's Vaccine bfiliaJivc seven }'ears ago, fhe Clbtton Administration has 

increased 'I'accilflUio~ rates to (HI (1l1~lime high As a result. many tn/ants and children willnoJ stiffer 

from such prel'entuh~f! diseases as polio and measles, " 

-- ,Joe j\,1. Sanders. Jr., M.[).~ Executive Director, American Academy of Pediatrics. 


Improving the Nation's Health Care 

./ 	Sirengthened th~ Medicare Trust Fund: fv1edicare is in the soundest shape since J 975, with the 
life of the Trust Fund extended 11l1til2025, In 1992. MI.>dicare was expected to run out of money in 
11)99. 

if 	Number of Uninsured Declines: From 1998 to [999, the number of Americans with health 
insurance rose by' 1.7 million ~~ twoRthirds of them children. This is the first decHne in the number of 
uninsured in 12 years, . 

.I 	I\lore Children Have Health Insurance: 2.5 million additional children have access to health care 
hecause they have enrolled in the State Children's Health Insurance Program, 

./ 	 Immunizations ~[AII·:nme High: Childhood imm!Jnization rates are at an al1~time high with more 
than 90.percen~ or America 'g toddlers receiving the most critical doses of each o~the routinely 
recommended vaccines in 1996. 1997. and 1998. 

if Infant Mortality~at AU·Time Low! Infant mortality has declined'by 15.2 percent since 1992. 
,/ Cancer D1;!li~~.~. Have Stopped Rising: For the first time, cancer death rates have stopped rising, 

tlcspite a gr0':Ving and aging population . 
./ Nc",,' AIDS Infections Declined: For the first time in the history of the AIDS epidemic, new AIOS 

infections declined, and the latest dat~ available indicates a decrease in HJV/ AIDS monality of 42 
p~rccnt. 

./ 	 Improved Food Safety: From 1997 [0 1999, illness from the most common foodborne pathogens 
declined' by 20 percent - which means nearly a million fewer Americans are suffering from 
foQ-tlbomc illnesses each year. In addition, infections from £, coli 0157:H7 are down 22 percent due 
tu irnproved sanitation in slaughter and processing plants: and infections from Salmonella enteritidis 
are down 50 percent due. in part. to Administration efforts to decrease contamination in eggs. 
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~ 	 Lowest Teen Birtb Rate on Record: The teen birth rate is the lowest ever recorded, falling in each 
year of the Clinton·Gore Atlministration. for all overall decline -of 18 percent from 1992 to 1999. The 
Icen pregnancy rate is also at a record low . 

./' 	 Extended Protections to Pwple in HMOs: Protections included in the Patients' Bill of Rights have 
heen extended to 85 million people covered by Federal health plans, and Medicare and Medicaid . 

./' 	 t:xtended Insutance Coverage of Contraceptives: Insurance coverage of contraceptives has been 
extended 10 approximately 1.2 million women of childbearing age covered by federal health plans . 

./' 	 Record High Levels of Biomedical Research: NIH suppons the highest levels of research ever on 
nearly alllypcs ?fdisease and health. conditio.n~.' making new breakthroughs possible in vaccine 
development -and use, the treatment of chronic disease, and prevention and treatment of iJiseascs such 
as diabetes, ostc9porosis, hcart disease, cancer, and neurological diseases like Alzheimers and 
I'arkinsons. 



The Clinton Presidency: 

A Foreign Policy for the Global Age 


f)rcsident Clinton understood from the beginning of his presidency that the most pervasive force in 
our world is globalization, He also understood that while globalization is inexorable, its benefits are 
~ltlt - although it does have qualities we can harness to advance our objectives ofdemocracy, shared 
prosperity and peace. The way for America to exercise its influence today is to build with our 
democratic r3rtnc~s an"international system of strong nlliances and institutions attuned to the 
challenges of a globalized world. to ensure this s.ystem is genuinely open to all who adhere to dearly 
defined standards'! and to be rcady to stand up. for those standards when they are threatened. The 
broad outlines of~~ foreign policy for the global age can't be summed up on a bumper sticker. but 
they arc n::n~cted in the principles that have guided the Clinton foreign policy over the past eight 
years. 

Our Alliances with Europe and Asia are'the Cornerstone of Our National 
S('Curity, but '~hcy Must be Constantly Adapteci to Meet Emerging Challenges. 

These core alliances are today stronger and arguably more durable because they are organized to 
advance an endunrg· set of shared interests, rather than to defeat a single threat. President Clinton 
Inoke new gronnd[in 1993 by welcoming our European and Asian ames' desire to play u· more 
rc.<;jlOosibic role while maintaining our troops and adapting our alliances in both regions. 

, 
\Vorking for 3 Peaceful, Democratic. Undivided Europe 
<II Re\'italized~ aaapted and expanded NATO from a static Cold War alliance to a m.agnet for 

new democracies, with new panners, members and missions; adapted its command structure; 
admitted Hungary, Poland and the Czech Republic; created Partnership for Peace, 

• 	 Lcd NATO in'its first military engagement and stopped the killing in Bosnia, The peace we 
brokcred in Dayton has been slls(ained, a civil society complete with active opposition parties 
and non~governmental organizations is taking rOOl, and national and local elections have taken ,
place througho,ut the country. , 

• 	 T{}{)k military,uction in Kosovo to stop ethnic cleansing and regional instability. Forced 
withdmwal of Serb forces and deployed an international presence in Kosovo - with a 47,000 
strong NATO~~cd force providing security for-the province. Achieved the safe and unconditional 
return of over 900,000 refugees. disbanded the Koso~o Liberation Anny. 

:\dapting :.md Upholding our AlJiante with Asia 
• 	 Up-dated our strategic alliance with Japan through adoption of the Defense Guidelines and 

Joint Security Decl~ation to define how to respond together to post~Cold War threats. 
• 	 Reduced ~he North Korean threat through deterrence. diplomacy. Negotiated the October 

1994 F'mme\vork Agreement to freeze and dismantle North Korea's dangerous nuclear weapons 
fuel production and a moratorium on long-nmge missile testing in 1999. 

• 	 Strengthened cooperation with South Korea to move forWard to engage NQrth Korea. jointly 
engaged in Four Party Talks and estabHshed Trilateral Group (lhe United States, Japan and South 
Korea) to coordinate North Korea policy which helped create the conditions for an eventual 
North-South dilliogue. I 



Peace and Security for the United States Depends on Building Principled, 
Constructive, Clear-Eyed Relations with Our Former Adversaries. 

We must c0l1tin
1 
ue to be mindful of threats to the peace - whether it is a'Russian move against 

Georgia or a CI~jnese move against Taiwan - while maximizing the chances that both nations evolve 
internally towara greater democracy, stability' and prospcnty. To achieve both goals. we must 
continue to sciz~ on the desire of both Russia and China to participate in the global economy and 
global institutiQ~s. insisting they accept the obligations as well as the benefits of integration. 

HuiJding on Our Relationship with Russia . " 
• 	 Negotiated the exit of Russian troops from the Salties, brought Russian troops into NATO. 

missions in the Balkans and \von Russia's active support for ajust end to the Kosovo war. 

• 	 Drought Rti.ssia into the G-8.·APEC. and into relationships with NATO and internalional 
linancial institutions. 

• 	 Reduced th~ nuclear dan~er, Deactivated/dismantled over 1,700 nuclear warheads. 300 missile 
launchers, 425 ICBM and SLBMs; strengthened security and accounting of nuclear materials; 
purchased 500 metric tons of weapons~gradc uranium; reached agreement fOr the safe, 
transparent and irreversible destruction of 68 metric tons ofweapons~gradc plutonium, 

• 	 Supported economic reform and the creation of a market economy, More than 250,000 
Russian entrepreneurs have received U.S. training. consulting services or loans. Today 70 
percent of the Russian economy is in private hands, 

Building on Our Relationship \'fith China 
• 	 Helped mai~tain pea(:e in the Taiwan Straits and worked with China to maintain stability on 

Korean Peninsula,, 
• 	 Brought China into global Qon-proliferation regimes - Chemical Weapons Convention, 

CTBT :.md Biological Weapons Convention. 
• 	 Negotiated .erms for Cbina's entry into the World Trade Organization, with Permanent 

Normal Trade Relations. Most constructive breakthrough in U.S.~China relutions since 
nonnalizutiol! in 1979 - will entangie China more deeply in a tules~based international system 
and change China internally, 

Local C"ullicts can have Clobal Consequences. The Purpose of Peacemaking, , 	 . 
Whetlter by ~iplomacy or Force, Must :be to Resolve Conllicts Before They 
Escalate and Harm Our Vital Interests. 

111 a global age, arguments for peacemaking are even stronger; to defuse conflicts before they 
escalate and,hann our interests. America's dominant power is more likely to be accepted if it is 
ll;lrnessed to the cause of peace. 

.' , 

• 	 Middle East: Brought parties together at Camp David for first high level discussions ofaH 
pcml:mcm status issues. Helped forge agreements that led to the Declaration of Principles in 
September 1993 and the lmerim Agreement on Palestmian seJf~rule in September 1995. 
Brokcrcd the Wye agreement in October 1998. revitalizing the peace process after years of 
stagnation, Helped broker the Sharm el~Sheikh Memorandum agaInst terrorism in September 
1999, and the peace treaty hetween Jordan and Israel in October 1994, 

• 	 Balkans: Sta~ilizing Southeast Europe by ending a decade of repression and ethnic cleansing in 
Kosovo, Lcd ,NATO alliance to victory in air campaign and ushering in international 



peacekeepers. Launched (he Stability Pact to strengthen democracy, economic development and 
security throughout the region, and accelerating its integration with the rest of Europe and 
freeing Europe from a pemlanent refugee crisis and source ofconflict. 

• 	 Greece and Turkey: Encouraged Greek-Turkish rapprochement, Strongly supported Turkey's 
European linion candidacy. Restarted talks toward a comprehensive settlement On Cyprus. 

• 	 India and Pakistan: Helped them move from the brink ofwhat might have been a catastrophic 
war in July 1999" 

• 	 Norrhern Ire,1and: Helped broker the Good Friday Peace Accord, ending decades of bloodshed 
and empowcl'fng t~e people of Northern Ireland to detennine thei~ future, 

It 	 Peru and I~cuador: Worked with other regional governments to halt the 1995 border war 
between Peruland Ecuador. 

• 	 Eritrea and Ij:thiopia: Worked with Organization ofAfrican Unity to broker a cease fire and 
c(}ntinuc wor~ilig for a comprehensive peace agreement. 

. 
Not All Old Threats have Oisappeared. but New Oangers, Accentuated by , 
Technological' Advances and the Permeability of Borders, Require New 
National Security Priorities. 

One of the biggest changes we have brought about in the way America rehnes to the world has been 
!he change 111 what we consider unportanL The Clinton Administration has defined a new security 
agenda that ;:tddresses contempordry threats - nonproliferation, terrorism. international crime, 
infectiolls disease" environmental damage, 

It • Nonproliferation: Permanently eliminated nuclear weapons and their delivery vehicles from 
Ukraine, Bda~us and Kazakhstan. Signed the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty and 
achieved the iridefinite extension of the Non-Proliferation Treaty and ratification of the Chemical 
Weapons Con,vention. 

It 'rerrorism: Qeveloped a national counteNerrorism strategy, led by a national coordinator, 
Brought perpctl'atQfS of World Trade Center bombing and erA killings to justice. Prevented , 
phmned attacks against Millennium celebrations. 

It 	 Cyber Securt,ty: Developed first national strategy to protect critical infrastructure. bringing 
logethcr j1l'lvtlte sector and govenlment. Increased funding on critical infrastructure protection 
h)' over 40 percent since 1998. 

It Chemical and Biological Weapons: Strengthened international support for and adherence to 
eWe/BWe. Equipped and trained first responders in 120 largest metro areas. 

• 	 . Environmen{ Brought climate change issues into the mainstream of our foreign policy. 
Ncgothncd Kyoto protocol in 1997 to establish a strong, realistic framework to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions in environmentally strong and economically sound way. 

It 	 lnfectious: Disease: Made the internationa1 fight against deadly infectious diseases a national 
security ptior'ity. Introduced the issue to the U.S.-EU Summit. the United Nations ),1illennium 
Assembly, and. the G-8 Summit in Okinawa and mobilized billions from our international 
partners. Mor~ than doubled foreign assistance for HIV/A1DS, Working to accelerate the 
development ofvaccines for A~DS, malaria. tuberculosis, and other major disease threats 
thl'Ougb the Prhsidenfs Millennium Vaccine Initiative. 

• 	 luternational:Crime: Intensified interdiction efforts, cracking down on drug lords and providtng 
SI.6 billion imassistance tor Colombia. Combating trafficking in persons. especially women and 
children, with an integmted strategy that focuses on prevention, prosecution oftraffickel's and 
protection of dnd assistance to victims. , 



.. 	. 


Economic Integration Advances Both Our I Dterests and Our Values, but Also 
Accentuates the Need to Alleviate Economic Disparity. 

As the first president who has understood the connections of the global economy and its connection 
10 our prosperity, President Clinton has led the United States toward its greatest expansion in world 
trade in history ~ from $4 to $6.6 trillion a year. President Clinton has opened markets for U.s, 
l::qmrts abroad ~nd created American jobs through nearly 300 other free and fair trade agreements, 
contributing to tpc longest economic expansion in our history. 

• 	 Completed the Uruguay Round of the- GATT negotiations and created the WTO to reduce 
tari ffs, settle trade disputes and enforce rules. 

• 	 Ratilit'<l the Nortb America Free Trade Associatif}n~ cementing strategic trade relationships 
with our im~lediate neighbors. U.s. exports to l\4cxicq grew 109 percent fmm J993 to !999. 
compared with growth to the rest of the world of 49 percent 

• 	 Strong U.S. tgrowth and maintenance of open markets was in no smaH measure responsible 
for the recovery of the Asian economy which again is fueling global growth. 

• 	 Helped rescue Mexico's economy with $20 billion in emergency support loans that were repaid 
in full with ittterest, . 

• 	 Supported the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries Initiative at the G-7 Summit in Cologne in 
,Iune 1999. to provide deeper multilateral debt reuuctiofi ror poor countries with unsustainable 
debl burdens: 

• 	 Won approval of Permanent Normal Trade Relations with China that will integrate it into the , 
world economy through entry into the WTO, open Chinese market to U,S, exports. slash Chinese 
lariffs and prhtect American workers and companies against dumping. 

• 	 \Von approJnl of the Caribbean Basin Initiative enhancement legislation to promote 
economic pr4sperhy in Central America and the Caribbean, 

• 	 Launched and won approval for African Growth and Opportunity Act to support increased 
trade and Investment between the United States and Africa, strengthen African economies and 
democratic governments. increase partnerships to counter terrorism, crime, environmental 
degradation and disease, 

I 



· , 

DRAFT 

The Cliotoo Presidency 
Building One America 

In 1992. Americans were struggling to maintain the sense of community and respect for diversity 
that makes our nation strong. The economic gap between haves and have~nots was increasing. 
Between 1980 tJirough 1992, the bottom 60 percent of Americans saw little ifany increase in 
income. unempl~yment for African Americans and Hispanics reached record highs, and the poverty 
rate for Afrie-an Americans remained at Of above 30 percent. Over the last eight years. President 
Clinton and Vice President Gore have"worked to bridge the divisions· and ease the tensIons. They 
have appointed the most diverse and inclusive'administration in history, launched initiatives to close 
economic and social gaps, and established the One America office in the Wbite House to build a 
strategy orclosirig opportunity gaps and to promote understanding and reconciliation, 

Appointed the Most Diverse Administration in History 

./ 	 THEN: The impressive strides made by. women and minorities had not been fully reflected in 
the top levetk ofgovernment. When President Clinton came to office, there were just two . 
women and two minorities in the cabinet Between 1976 and 1992, there were just 57 African 
Americans appointed to tederaljudgeships. and in 1992. just 10 percent of the federol bench 
were minori~ies .md only II percent were women. Comparatively, 1n 1990, women made up. 
5] ,J perc-ent of the population while minorities made up 25, I percent of the U.S. population.

../ 	 NOW: Presi1ent CHnton oppointed the most diverse Cabinet in history, Over the past eight 
years. he has' appointed seven African American Cabinet Secretaries, and women make up 44 
percent of Clinton Administration appointees. including the first woman to serve as Secretary of 
State. rvladeline Albright, and the first to serve as Attorney General,Janet Reno. The President 
also appointed the first Asian American to serve in a Cabinet, Commerce Secretary Norman 
Mincm. Thc!President has appointed more African Americans to federal judgeships than were 
appointed during the last SIxteen years combined and l4 percent ofal[ Clinton Administration 
appuintces are African American, twice as many as in any previous Administration. President 
Clinton appointed three times as many female judges as the two previous administrations and 
the most Hispanic judicial nominees of any President. Record numbers of people with 
disabilities ure also serving in the White House and throughout the Clinton Administration. 

, 
Closing Economic and Social Gaps 

./ 	 THEN: The economic gap between haves and have-no!s was increasing. Between 1980 through 
1992. the bottom 60 percent of Americans saw little if any increase in income, unemployment 
[or African Americans and Hispanics reached record highs, and the poverty rate for African 
Americans.remained at or above 30 percent. 

-.I 	 ;-.sOW; Under President Clinton, unemployment and poverty rates have declined for all groups, 
while family incomes have increased. The Clinton Administration has worked to increase 
opportunity by expanding access to higher education and job training, expanding loans to 
minority small businesses. and launching efforts to close the digital divide and expand new 
markets in unaerserved communtties. Examples of progress under the CHnton*Gore 
Administration include: 
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• 	 Under t!le Clinton-Gore Administration. the unemployment rate for African Americans feU 
from t4.2 percent in 1992 to 7.3 percent today and the African-American poverty rate has 
~ed from 33.1 percent to 26.1 percent in 1998 the lowest level recorded~ and the 
largest five-year drop in African-American poverty since 1967~1972. At the same time, the 
typical African-American household's income is lip $3.317. 

• 	 Unemployment for Hispanics fell from 11.8 percent in October of 1992 to 5.0 percent today. 
The Hispanic poverty rate has dropped from 29.6 percent to 25.6 percent -- the lowest since 
!979. And over the past three years. the income orthe typical Hispanic household has riscn 
5J,880 T or 15.9 percent - the largest three-year increase in Hispanic income on record. 

• 	 The Clinton·Gore Administration launched an initiative to end racial and ethnic health 
disparities, setting a national goal of eliminating the longstanding disparities by the year 
2010 in six key healtb areas: infant mortality, diabetes, cancer screening and management, 
heart diseas.e, A[DS and immunizations. 

• 	 The Clinton·Gore Adfllinistrntion has fought hate c:rimes and racial proflfin,g by fighting for 
lhe Hate Crimes Sentencing Enhancement Act. which increased penalties for hate crimes as 
part of the r994 Crimc Bill. As a result of Presidential leadership. the number of law 
enforcement agencies across the country reporting hate crimes to the Justice Department has 
risen from 2.771 in 1991 iO 12,122 in i 999 - giving authorities it more accurate picture of 
tht: problem. President Clinton .is also workIng to end raciai profiling, by directing Cabinet 
agencies to collect datu Cit the !"".Ice, ethnicity, and gender of individuals subject to certain 
stops byl federal law cnforcement to help determine where and when racial profiling occurs. 

• 	 The Clinton-Gore Administration has fought to protect the rights of aU Americans, .. 
increasiAg funding for civil rights enforcement from $47.6 million in 1992 to $82.2 million 
in 2000.1 The President also ordered a comprchensive review of federal affinnative action 
programs, which concluded that affinnalive action is still an effective and important tool to 
expand educational and economic opportunity to all Americans. And President Clinton 
foclised the nation's attention and resources to help stop the rash of church burnings across 
the country, creating the National Church Arson Task Force in 1995 to investigate these 
-crimes, prosecute those responsible, and speed tbe rebuilding process, 

• 	 President Clinton has taken action to ensure fairness and equal participation in our societY 
for IcgailimmigranlS, In 1991 and 1998 the President succeeded in restoring disability, 
health arid nutritional benefits for certain legal immigrants. The Administration's English as 
a Second Language/Civics Education fnitiative provides: limited English speaking adults 
with inst~ction in both English literacy and critical life skills necessary for effective 
citizens~ip and civic participation and the Administration has significantly reduced the 
hacklog ofcitizenship applications, , 

• 	 President Clinton and Vice President Gore have improved relations between the fedcfili 
government and Kative American tribcs. In July 1999, the· President visited the Pine Ridge 
Reservation in South Dakota to encourage investment in Indian Country. making him Ihe 
first siuing President to visit a reservation since Franklin D. Roosevelt. The President also 
issued executive orders promoting tribal sovereignty, protecting sacred Indian sites, 
improvi,~g the academic performance of American Indian and Alaska Native students and 
sUPPol1irig the nation's tribal colleges., 	 . 

• 	 The Clinton~Gore Administration has worked to ensure equal pay for women and close the 
wage gap. They addressed the wage gap by winning $20 million in his FY200 1 budge' 
initiative: for the National Science Foundation {NSF) to provide grants to post~secondary 
institutiolls and partner organizations to promote the full participation ofwomen in science 
and technology fields, The Equal Opportunity Employment Commission initiated an Equal 
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Pay Tas~ Force to provide assistance to field enforcement staff in their development of cases 
involving equal pay and employment discrimination in compensation. 

• 	 President Clinton and Vice President Gore have worked hard to assure equality of 
opportu~ity and full participation by persons with disabilities, The Clinton-Gore 
Adminis~ration has vigorously defended the Americans with Disabllities Act. worked with 
slates to .implement the Olmstead decision to prohibit unjustified isolation of 
institutionalized persons with disabilities, and [ought for accessibility in public , 
transportation. housing, and technology_ As part of the Administration's work to improve 
employrhcnt opportunities for. poople with disabilities, the President created the Presidential 
Task Fo~cc on Employment ofAduUs.wj[h Disabilities and signed the Ticket to Work and 
Work Incentives Improvement Act. 

Addressing the ""age Gap by Supporting Enforcement 

"/ (fIJI gra/~!iil that lhe EEOC IS' there to assist peopleBke me who ham gone through so much in tlte 
H'orkplace. II is J!cvcr easy to cOI(front d{fficult or paif~r1f! situations, bw I hope that I call serve (~ an 
e.fwnple 10 H'omcfI across the cOllfllry who work hard to huild their professional career but still do 
nor receive .>a!twles equal to their male counterparts. I would like to rhankyotl, lv!r. President,for 
your ie({{iership r:n this issue, " 
~w Karen Sjmmons~Beathea. ofWashingtou, DC, .May 11.2000. Karen Simmons-Beathea was 
hired as the first Executive Director of Baltimore Cable Access Corporation in 1993. Though she 
was continually promised salary increases, she was kept at her starting salary throughout her three 
years of employment at BCAC. In 1996. Ms. Simmons-Beathea presented the board of directors 
with a study, which she alleged demonstrated that she was significantly underpaid compared to male 
executive directors in other markets, which operate community-based cable television. A month 
after tbis presentation. the company terminated her and replaced be with a less qualified male at a 
salary higher than what she had been receiving. Ms. Simrnons~Beathea filed a complaim'with the 
EEOC, was assigned nn EEOC aHorney, and settled her case this year. 

Launched the One America Initiative 

./ 	 THEN: America was struggling to maintain the sense of community that makes our nation 
strong. Even though the country was becoming more diverse. serious economic and social gaps 
were prevalent, particularly among minority groups_ And too often political rhetoric expanded 
these divisions rather than working to close them. Despite these problems, there was no 
coordinatc~ strategy to promote reconciliation and address the economic and social divide in 
this country . 

./ 	 NOW: President Clinton launched the One America initiatIve, and created.1 new office in the 
White House to ensure that we have a coordinated strategy to close the opportunity gaps that 
exist for minorities and the underserved in this country. As part of these efforts, President 
Clinton challenged corporate America and the legal and faith communities to action. The 
President's call to action resulted in separate commitments from the legal~ corporate, and . 
religiolls t;ommunities to increase diversity, close the opportunity gap. and promote racial 
reconciliation. 
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Increased Opportunity for All Americans 

-/ 	 L·owest African American and Hispanic unemployment rates on record, with the unemployment 
rate for African Americans falling from 14.2 percent in 1992 to 7.3 percent today. 
Unemploynlcnt for Hispanics has fallen from li.8 percent in October of 1992 to 5.0 percent 
today, 

./ 	 (~.~~.. groups ofAmericans. from richest to poorest, have seen their incomes rise for three years in 
it row, Thc;uverage income for the lowest 20 percent increased by 5A percent compami'to an 
increase of 3.9 percent for the highest 20 percent , 

./ 	 Median hotisehold income increased for African Americans by almost 15 percent between 1993 
and 1991). The median household income for Hispanics is $30,735, the highest ever recorded, 
while the m1edian household income for Asian Americans is higher than the national average . 

.! 	 Poverty rates are at record 100\'"s, \vith the African American poverty rate down to the lowest level 
on record, the Hispanic American poverty rate down to the lowest level since 1979, and the 
Asian American poverty r~ltc as low as it's ever been.; Poverty among African American children 
has also dropped (0 the lowest level on record . 

./ 	Ii ighcst homcownership rate on record. rcaching 67.2 percent in the second quarter of 2000 - the 
highest ever reco.rded. MtllOrity homeownershlp rates were also the highest ever recorded. 

,;' 	 Piled more eases to enforce fair housing laws than any other Administration . 
./' 	 Higher education achievement. with reading and math~scores of9.year.olds in the highest

roverty schools rising by nearly one grade level on the National Assessment of Educational • 
Progress between 1992 nnd 1996. 

~~ ~l.1£~~~~r£ll!EJ~!.gllli:s<E-".'!:<:!:' increasing 
test scores for 


