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* 	 American values. Today. we are laking another 

important step in our ongoing effort to bring the 

federal government in line with the values of our 

people. Parents have an absolute responsibility to 

take care of their children -- and any parent who 

isn't paying child support should be forced to pay. 
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* 	 Record enforcement in 1993. The action I'm 

taking today builds on the work we'v:e been doing 

for the last two years to step up child support 

enforcement. Last week, the Department of Health 

and Human Services reported that we collected a 

record $703 Million in delinquent child support for 

1993 by garnishing income tax refunds of parents 

who failed to pay. This 13 % increase helped 

almost one Million families. 
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* 	 Toughest enforcement measures ever proposed. 

Last year, as part of our welfare reform plan, my 

Administration put forward the toughest child 

support enforcement measures ever proposed. Our 

plan says to absent parents: If you're not paying 

your child support, we'll garnish your wages, 

suspend your license, track you across state lines, . 


and if necessary, make you work off what you 

owe. Child support enforcement is essential to 

getting people off welfare, and Congress should 

pass a welfare reform bill that makes these tough 

measures the law of the land. 
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* Executive Order. The Executive Order I just 


signed will make the federal government a model 

employer in the area of child support enforcement. 

It will make it easier for us to find federal 

employees who don't meet their obligations to their 

children. It will speed up our ability to garnish 

their paychecks and force them to pay the child 

support they owe. 
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* 	 Any parent who is avoiding his or her 

responsibility for a child should listen very 

carefully: We will find you. We will catch you. 

We will make you pay. 

* 	 Children suffer for parent's mistakes. Too many 

children in this country suffer because of their 

parent's irresponsible behavior. That's wrong. 

We can't let children be punished for their parents' 

mistakes. When parents don't provide the child 

support they owe, their children pay forever, and 

so do we. 
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THE PRESIDENT: Good morning. This morning I want to 
talk about responsibility ~- the responsibility all parents have to 
support their children. I'm pleased to be joined by Garri Jensen, 
the president of the leading child support enforcement group in 
Americ8 r along with six other conscientious parents who have 
struggled to raise their children without the child support they were 
entitled to. 

Our generation, at the end of the 20th century, has two 
great responsibilities: First, to keep the American Dream alive and 
well for all our children; and, second I to help our country remain 
the strongest force for freedom and democracy in the world~ " We can't 
do that if we don't have strong fami~ie5 and responsi.bl.e parenting. 

In Washington we're having a great debate about what we 
ought to do here to support these goals. On one aide is the old 
Washington view that big, bureaucratic, one-size-fits-all government 
can provide big solutions to America's big problems. On the other 
side is the new extreme view that government is the source of all our 
problems, and if we just get rid of it, every problem would go away 
as well. 

I've got a different view based on practical experience. 
I think we have to chart a course between the old way of big 
government and the new rage of no government. I th~nk government's 
job is to expand opportun~ty while shrinking bureaucracy; to get more 
jobs end h~gher incomes with less burden from government. to empower 
people to make the most of their own lives through more education and 
training and technology and support for families and for work; and to 
enhance our security on our streets and around the world. 

To achieve these ends, the federal government has to be 
a partner -- a partner with the private sector, with state and local 
governments, with indiv~dual citizens to strengthen our communities; 
a partner in promoting opportunity and, at the same time, demanding 
more responsibility. That's what the New Covenant is all about. 



Nowhere is the lack of values, the lack of opportunity 
and responsibility more apparent than in our own failed welfare 
system. We all agree we have to end welfare as we know it. I think 
to do it wetll have to offer more opportunity to move people from 
welfare to work and demand more responsibility in return; to have a 
requirement that anyone on welfare who can work must go to work~ and 
to discourage irresponsible behavior that lands people on welfare in 
the first place by insisting on tougher child support enforcement and 
responsible parenting~ We have to make responsibility a way of life* 

I've been working on this issue for the last 15 years. 
Last year I Bent Congress a sweeping welfare reform plan. Congress 
didn't act last year, but I applaud the new Republican majority and 
the Democrats. both of them for making welfare reform a priority this 
year. Meanwhile$ in the last two years, we've cut through federal 

,red tape to give 26 states -- more than half the country -- the 
authority to conduct th~ir own welfare reform experiments. And 
Republicans and Democrats now agree on tougher child support 
enforcement. They all agree that we have to have national action on 
tougher child support enforcement because 30 percent or more of the 
child support cases that are delinquent cross state boundaries. 

I've worked hard on this. Since I've been President. 

child support collections are up substantially. And I just issued a 

tough executive order to crack down on delinquency by federal 

employees. 


If deadbeat parents paid all the child support they 
should in this country, we could immediately move over 800,000 
mothers and children off welfare. Let me say that again. If 
deadbeat parents paid the child support they owe, we could move 
immediately over 800,000 mothers and children off welfare. This goes 
way beyond welfare. Millions of children of working parents would 
have more secure lives and much brighter futures if the errant 
parents -- absent parents -- paid what they owe. 

The welfare reform plan I sent to Congress last year 
included five key provisions for tough chi1d support enforcement - 
employer reporting of new hires to oatch deadbeats who move from job 
to job; uniform interstate child support laws; computerized state
wide collection to speed up payments; streamlined efforts to identify 
the father in every case; and tough new penalties like driver's 
license revocation. 

r 

These reforms will work. According to a report issued 

today by the Department of Hum~n Services -- of Health and Human 

Services. if we crack down on deadbeat parents by making these five 

provisions the law allover America, child support collections would 

go up by $24 billion in the next 10 years. 


I am pleased that the House Republicans have come our 
way on these child support enforcement issues~ They have included 
four of the five steps I proposed in their welfare bill~ But I think 
the fifth step 1s crucial as well. Our plan calls on states to deny 



driver's licenses and professional licenses to people who refuse to 
pay the money they owe for their own children. Nineteen states are 
dOing that today, and they're collecting a lot more child support as 
a result. 

So I hope the House Republicans will take a look at 
these new findings and join us to send deadbeat parents all across 
this country a loud signal: If you neglect your responsibility to 
support your children~ we'll suspend ,your license. garnish your pay~ 
track you down. and make you pay. 

Eighteen years ago, Gerri Jensen's husband abandoned her 
and her two young sons~ She held down several low-paying jobs, but 
eventually was forced to turn to welfare because her ex-husband 
stopped paying child support altogether. She got so fed up with weak 
laws and bureaucratic runarounds that she launched a grass-roots 
movement to crack down.on deadbeat parents nationwide. , We are all in 
her debt~ and we all owe an obligation to all the people like her in 
America who are doing their dead-level best to be good parents. They 
deserve our support. 

Gerri Jensen stood up and fought to make our laws 
reflect our values. No parent has a right to walk away from 
responsibility to his or her children* NOW~ i~ we work together, we 
can make this kind of responsibility the law of our land. ' 

Thanks for listening. (Applause.) 

END 



• 


STATEMENT OF THE PRESIDENT 

Mareh 23, 1995 


I want 10 applaud Democrats and Republicans in the House of Representatives for 
approving an amendment this afternoon to require states to deny drivers' and professional 
licenses to deadbeat parents who refuse to pay child support This laugh provision was a 
central part of the welfare reform plan my Administration iniroduced last year. and sends a 
dear signal: No parent in America 'has a right to walk away from the responsibility to raise 
their children, 

1 congratulate the sponsor of the amendment, Rep. Marge Roukcma (R-NJ), as well as 
Rep. Barbara Kennelly (D-CT) and other members who have worked across party lines to 
make tough child support enrorcement a central part of welfare reforyp, With this 
amendment. the House welfare reform legislation now includes every major child support 
pinar of our welfare reform plan. which offered the toughest possible child support 
enforcement measures ever put forward. 

These actions on child support enforcement prove that welfare reform can and must be 
a bipartisan iSsue. Unfortunately, the House Republican bill still docs not offer the kind of 
real welfare reform that Americans in both parties expect. Welfare reform must be tough On 

work and lough on deadbeat parents, not tough on children. 

I look forward to working with Republicans and Democrats in both houses of 
Congress to enact real reform that makes work and rcsponsibmty a way or" Hfe. 
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Exccutiv(~ Ordt:!· 12!J21
Altl(mdmcnt t,) E:..ccutivc ()rder 
No. 12'i(;'1 
Juw: 13, 1mn 

liy the ;uul:nrit) H;<;lnl iii Hie as i'1t;,i,lent 
hv the Con~IHI\1iO!. ani! the laws of jhe Uni!
11:1 St;,h:~ ()f :\1I1;:rit.';I, mill in order:o pmvttk 
for tho aplloilll mmlt o! np tn 37 menlJ,et:' 
10 lil\.: Un\h'd Stah:.~ !\(lvi~ory Council Oil the 
,\I,(li<,l\a: t!:fo(m;)litlll ll!rf~~~tmdHm. it i" 
I;un:lw order;~! tlllIl St~di\lll 1(;,) of E\t'ell!jn~ 
On!.:; Nt), t286A, as lllli{!I\,bl, L~ lilrtlwr 
amended h\' 

, 
ddotilw

0 
Il.e IlIIlIIber '3{)" aOll' 

iOS(l(ting. till: nmn!wr "3T' in Hell tlu:reof. 

wil1imu J- Clinlon 

'111(; \\'hiw House,
JIHW l:i, 19!).1, 

wad ".!" If,,: Offl(:e (,r the Fedwal Heghtcr, 
"J}B], Ill., )1111': !:l, 1lI\j'!I 

i'\on;; Thi~ E,,<:cl1!i'm (jflier W(\S puhlhhed in til(; 

/<'l'd,'mllk;;j\'I'~"'H!l Juw I'>, 

ltcm:u'ks at tilt! Silltc Dinner for the 
Em})cn:f" and Emprc!.s ufJnlmn 
jlIuc 13, J9~U 

L:ltlie~ ami ge:ltklllcn, Your :\bjestit:s, our 
other !lhlil1~ltbhetl g)l(:~t\ fmw lupafl, l:l<lil~~ 
.:lId gHlltlclIWTt, \Vt, ale 1,pn"r(~d ;Im! prJ,,). 
!';ged to \.VC;C0I1W ihis c,,\cnillg tbe EHlPC;()I 
;\Ttt! F: II Ipr{~~" II f J,\!,lI n , 

You ;lfL ;IU ~tf.HlgPP; 10 ~!H: lh;i!l:d ~t;;(c~. 
hllt II !!:ive~ HI'! parlicular plel\'~llrc 10 hm:i 
V:)l1 IWj'I~ ;;1 !I,,~ \'-Vbil,; (lI,Il"!) j,B thh, the 
;KGl"iflJl HI' \-!JII' nr;:l \"-.;il tn t\11II:riC-,1 \Inc<: 
\1U1 n~C{:ltdl;d to the Chry.~aflllwmHrn 
{!'hroHf!, 
A~ d!i7.:m of II rdative!y young llatinn, \h) 

Au)(;ri"lll\S all.! hnllor,~<1 bv \om lHCSl)IW!!, 

,HId Wt; dl,cply valJh: lhe ric'h ~lIi1m~) ;Hid \iii" 
Ihry}UIl repn"'-t:nt. yo~! mnhndy :I tradifioll 
t I· at ~! 11 ~[e:I!;~ !lill'!.; CI:n\ n J' JlI \(: r c~~H" 'Y "Ed 
a j'll.'npJu who lim'(: hrnltg:l!l tilt: \'.urtd ;, d~'lh, 
'/;\1("11 of g-reat ;:!t:g:;Ul{'(), 

At a tlJw: wl;,;]! Ihe i.~lll ()f Ifllditim: so 
oft.m cl:ish(Js witl! (be dl!tlI'lI!ds nr the Jllo~l-
1~(rI wmld, IUlir 1vbics!:,;\ n:n;q: )~jj:r IWt',;S' 

!(Jf'i nm! },;\;r 1':1'( and, )1:\, I'~\ d 'III )'lHlf ,)\\'\I 

Iwopll)\ t!),tr:wrdillary ahility tn i!lliovah~ fur 
hjJl!()~j,!W. 

YOllr penona! intelt:~( ill your nation \ cu!~ 
Wfltl iwriril!-!;;~ is matclit'd hy your "ita! CllrlOS

ilv ,~h()lI! tIle W(lr!d un>!Hul YOlL And h'U( 
t;,wt!ls hnve >lIrd}' taken )'01; ntr <lad ~tlt!. 
rotl !1II'o1) flllly pnrsllul prof.:;;.s!"n;!.l kumvl· 
('dg<!, and y,:t. ill }'our d,:VOtiOTl lH)unf (11:11
ily. }')!l 11;>\'(; St~t an 1·\:arnpt1~ ror II~ all. 
Tllr<llll;h yonf words and "t(:d~, Your l\'laj
t:;;tlH\ lllHJ EHfIlCd the r"»ped ami the admi
rati,m "f tllll Jilpal:j).~e p,~o'ljle. Btll tlms!! are 
S(;:!li:llcnh 'Wu A;ncriGLH~ Jl \U ,~han!. 

Tot!av, lIlt; !k~s ttwf bbHl (lllr !wu qations 
!mVt: th~Y\er ht:,~n stm.rtgt!r, TIl!) tlJ~ra(;;es of 
I<::,dllloingy I1ml the t:D1IHHOtl ~ean:h for de
mocracy. prosperity, ant! p,~aee lin",!: hrollght 
us tl>gctli.:r. Exeh:!ll~!l hclweCIl ollr !\\10 pCO
lles h;l.\ op.!u...'tl wimluws ami s1u,d grealIight. Yd, tlHl(c is a!\Vl.Ys mOTe to It!llrn, "tid 

(IS we g.lt~lI;1' htH! t!>niglll itl 199<1, o\lr rda
lionship i~ stilt unfoldillg, 

Till! jnpml!;sc pm:!. Bl\.~hl, put it wd; 111 

a haiku thaI smm up the {l\,l:mn; ahem!: 

N,~:.ring allt!l1JlII"~ do~n, 
My III!ighhor-
I low d(}f~s ht: )iv,:? 
I woult:r, 

~Iay Your M;ljcstjn,~' visit pruvide IH."\\i ;ttl~ 
Si\(,r; to 11I:)1 q\w~ti()n al)~1 hring onr pt:<lplel" 
<.loscr ~lilL Mny YOU1' jVllrnt:}' .. erms 011: ~md 
bl! eHjO)~lh[c ;wd Jean: )'011 w,uHing In viSlt 
us aw\in, And !lilly tlw sua Illal sl:p,lt;tles liS 
hI} lilst) it ~hinillg path hctw::m, us, 

Yom i\hjc~tie" Hill,tTY ami J lhank Y"H 
for gracing ollr Nali!>!l\ llO(lIl! tOllight. 11 is 
\\1t11 d"I;p adrniratitm ,md mSpi~!t for )tlO and 
tIll: gn!:,t !I,ltiOl\ 'you n!pll~"cnt \:Ial I hOW 
~I~k all of 11~ 10 ml.sl! onr g!a!>sG); IU jl'in in 
1I t,msl to ynH ,md tl> til(! p\:opll: of ]:lpan. 

Nun;; The Pr<l~ideHl ~p(j~'l at 8·58 p.m. in the 
H,,,,,, Cartln, \lIthe \Vl,ilt! ! In)!,,:. 

Rcm+lrks on Wdfa.·c Jh~rurm in 
KnnMls(;ily, MlsMmri 

Jww f.t, I994 

Thank )~)1J \'(:1)' IHlH:h, Thank }'Oll, latlit:s 
am! gmltlt~mal\. for I]w! warm introdut:!ion 
mid lNl:knHw. And lh;w:": you, Yol:U\\la 
;\Ltgee, for prl!~wllting 1m: loday amt far 
mort; hHr\l~rti\lllly. fur pn,~,)!Ifl"g .,w:ll :1 ~x,,: 
{~v\H!pl\: ot q yilln:g AU1<:rie;1I! d",lenl!iru:d I" 

PRESERVATION ~HOTOCOPY 
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Admillhtmti!miif Wiliifllllj. CJiJffml, 1!J9t I Jmw 1·1 J27tl 

hu a good pamni aml a good worker ami 11 

sm;Ct:\SfHI cili:len. Thank yon, Mf. K.~t11per, 
I~)r giving her :l dwncl~ 10 h;~ all tb;;!. Tballk 
YOll,' ('.ongrc~~m,m Wheal, for yom Icader
.hip 011 wellan: WfOnTL And thank you, 
)I.!:\\lJf CIC;I\'tlf, for \'Uur I!:adership on 1I1l'> 
;s>,;);!), Tnank yO\!, C:over?lOr C:m;al:,lIl, 1'0:' 

proving OIIC{: lIgain thaI the Stalgs. just 11" 
Jamlls Mll.:!boll lim! Thomil5 jdTef\Otl in
Il;lld;!d~ "(1: still tlw l;lbtHUfOrics of domoc
,:II:Y, suI! C;]l'lIJ,!c of !t:wliIIS til;: \vny 10 
ch:Hlge thill!!~ that don', \\Hrk In thj~ cOlIntry 
awl to \lnlnash tbn potenlial of onr eitiznn.... 
Thts is iI ft;mur~tlhle wdfarc reform plan IlIa! 
}~!U kt\C pllt hlgdlwr. I'd like hi tl!:mk also 
S•.i:relJ1Y S~lal;Jll for Ju;r vmrk heft;, ~lnny 
peHple in til() WI,il<; Jl(jl1~e amf ill the Dc
!l<lrtn:cnt of Hea!th nih:! IIl1l1um Sef'viee'> 
w••rkcJ wilh pl'flplt: ;,llll\'~~r Americ:, in put-
1:lIg thi:; wdf,\n, rcflJrtu plan togdb:r today, 
IlImnk thGm all, 

I.:ulies and g.:Jlt(ern,:n, thb i$ all importli.!!! 
day for me Iwc:\me t 1,(\vC worked 011 thl-\ 
h:'IW fnr ahoul 14 }t:m'i, HOt! I can! ,I great 
11c-,lt nl!ml! it. 1 .';mw (Ill! h(!fD to Ill.: b!~art 
tl ArT!()ricd, 10 a hank wlH:rc 11arry Truman 
had IllS filS! juh. !o talk ll!}<)lj( tht! , ..\Ines that 
~1Il;ttlin II" all a\ citi'/CIl" IImJ as AUU,ri<:[UIS, 
rait!' and family, work _Ilod respnmihihly, 
umlllllinity <11111 Opportllilily, 

La\l \\'cek, Of! bdmlf of (Ill Am,~rie:ms, l 
lll<~k a touowy nf YClllt!lIlhr:mce-m,lf1) of 
)'011 at fca~1 tonk it, 1110, tL:(>q~h lin: tdlJ
vl"ion-j(, b'llnr :!Ieo ,acrilkc~ of ill!: JW\lplc 
who !1~t1 'lIlf i!)\'u~iol!s l11 I).nay alll1 011 ill!: 
lt~IJjan i'<minsllla, I (,.',UHt: home fmm Nor. 
lIllil!dy with ,\ TI~II1.!\\'(~d ~!:H\;:< which I hope 
1111 of )UlI SI!;Ir::, "f thg wOt'k ~ha! WI: \';1\'(: 
10 dn ill Ihis liln,: tq b(! \~t)flily of !h\~ \111:;

rifit.'t!S of Iblll ~eJ!er;\liOB :lml tu pr\)~en'\! lhis 
<,:ollul Iy f,lt gelU:f..tioll~ "Iilllt) ('{lIm:, 

'I'he P()O;l!c whf) '1,'0;; \\'m:d \Var II ;:ml 
rdalilt nor ~'!llmll\' itfll!f',v;Ut! \\'I~H; tlLvt:lll,v 
cl:rtain bt'dHX.k \:nlllc,,; 111;11 Im\e tllad1: OI;r 

{'II!1lhy !I ..: slnmj!:U~1 III hhlOlY Fa;;ing Ill(: 
dnwll "I'll hI:W \'l!lltury, it is Hp 10 Il~ h' take 
I \lll\'! :;d!:l(! \',\IHC~ tu like! :1 lII:W sci of dn!
jCIll:!P~' 

Our dlallllhW: i~ ddT';f!JHL Tuday WI) !l"Vt; 

to fI~.~lnrc 'failll 111 tlw bq~inuil1g 111 ('!:rlain 
bils:!; pilld;)lt:~ lli:iI ;mr f!llij:'can tq:k for 
;:,raHir·d, dl!: bOIII! or r.Wh!), 1111: '.'Irlm: (,f 
C(,::III1IlUl1)', !h.~ ,ligwl)' of work, ThaI I' n~a!lr 

whut I cm filf Presidl)llt to lry to ,J[), to n~· 
,~t"re !!.If {'(:OIl\WIV. ~o ew;){)wt:r indlvidl1ah 
and SfHJl!glitull O;ll' t:OIHIt;unities. 10 make 
ollr Co\,\!nWH;tI! work r.:~r onlin:\I'y (:itizt!TlS 

'1g.'iilL 
I tLink W!l\': Ii):ld" ;1 )1,(}(jd hcgil1!lbg, In 

!!u! hist yt:ar ani a half, WI; !lnq: n;\'(~n{;d 
un (,COIlOm!c tnlllt! that W11\ kading It\ Into 
(1'~!:Jlcr :Ind d!~!:per lId,!, l,:;;~ iO\"e~Il!l':1 It. ;11 It! 
It Wl!U\.;t:f (!COlhHl)', Tht~ C')f\gn!~s, HS COIl

gn:'~wn:l1aj) Danlwr am! Congn!.,,,mall 
\\'heal ",,;II aUust, i., 1I/'01l1 to pilI till' fillishing 
louche. Oil II new huog.!! which wilt hoive lIS 

:1 yeliN of tledi:\lng ddlcilS in II,,; Fl"dcraf 
a';"~)!!flt~ fi)f 1111: lirst lillw ~i!K,\~ !larry Trn~ 
!Hilll "-1,S l'rt:sidt:nL 

\V1~ \\'(!fi.mt to exp.md 1r;1l11l and the fron
tieu oftf:dIllHl"gj'. to ha\'U t:L\ mU~llti\'t;.~ for 
\mall hu\im:,\!:s and fur \"~lrkhlg !:lIn!(ie\ nn 
rBo,IL..; wag<:~ III b~"J) t!;!!1I1 r:loving ahead, 
And tlw wSlihs are pn:H)' dear, Our ;'(:011
OHl)' h:lS pmduct.'d ahm:t 3A mHlioll Joh~ in 
the fir\! 17 tlIonths of this admiH[~HHli()l!, So 
we'l'l: I1H)\'\IlP; ahvad. 

\Vc'rc !!)'il;)~ In ernpUWt!f peopk v"ith m:w 
~j';;\erH~ f[Jf 1')IJ Imilling and n>H)([1ulIily serv
ice ;tnt! other t1ptlO!1~ for )OH!lg IKPplt: 10 
whqild their l'oll1mnrli(i!:;; aod go h. l'o!lcg,~. 
\\i(~'H: tr;'il'g 10 n:ak<: !hi~ CO'd;fHlI1t;11l 'worK 
lIgain for ordinary etti:mll~ by wformillg the 
Wily it \\'t)(k( with our reinventing Gm'cm~ 
nI!'!111 pmg~\I!111hal will it:;!.! Il~ ~vi:hi!l.') yean. 
!o 1111! SIIl:l!kSl Fnlcnd 1111rp;ulTuc"V shu..'f' 

John Kt!I1!1l'dy wa~ \'nj~id(HlI. doing tn(,rc 
work (han l!\"~f dOlle "!)fOrl~ It) lilt: Vl:d(:ral 
C;on~mt)!()lJt; thaI will \.:lId !lu; Cm)~Il!S\, I 
],U!W, ill j1!~t II emple 1)1' wl~ck~ III Il;\\~ the 
tll!!\1 cn:l1pn;lwll~i\'{: ilnb.'I"IJl<: hill II; !In: his
loFy (If tlu! (,OUlll!';'; Iba! h Iwlpi!ll:{ ;111 of II~ 
It! H!s(nre th;\! hond {h;lt ha~ 10 '~Aist 111:(W1:1)1\ 
n Con:rnmC!l( lIn~! il~ ]l(;oplc 

BIll I !r:l\,n to tdl j'UI: tI at jill: dla!h;lIgc 
of liw wdbn: ~y,h:ill l'lI\!:~ tlW\i~ IS\!)':.", :lll 
Hf IlIUm in ~tark lenm: bow tn l1Ii1k\! IIII' 
ee!l;\'l!ltV work: hem' t.> nmK.: tiw C'''l;fll

IIll.'lIt \\,:lIK filr oldill.l:Y cil1Zt:1I"; lim.,. 10 (.'111' 

!llI\Vi:( il)(;;"1,1\);1!' 1\11,1 ~:lr:l1g!hcl' ('()!lllnL

Ilili(~~, Tlw\e dHfklll:i{:~ arn nl! pm\lml in thl: 
dwllellges flt;~';I:nttd hy dw cnrn~11! wdfmt: 
sy~lell1" 'nlCJll'~ no greater pIp b:iWt~t:l' Ollf 

g<>!){l !tIro: 1/101 <; and ollr itJi,'>gllidcd 0":

S';'I1I\:Hcn tkn H;H 'I:!; ill ~I!,~ wdEIH: ~Y"
lell!. 
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11 staffed br tl,,; li)!:h! ~:tH!lI~'<)jj :'urpo~e 
of hdp:ll~ j1l.ilplo wlc 1'(111 Ly II\(: wa)'.;idt:~. 
And hdil:n~ i{ (If Itot, it ~lm works that way 
U)T sorne, IK")r~le whf) jll~t hit ;j rough 'P(JI 
in tlwir lin~s and hmt.: I,))!,O Oil pnhlic as~:s(~ 
!\\ w(: j;, r ,\wh il (~, a, Hl I hell I !H:y gd thcn IS(~! \,l;S 

ofr. and th(::, do jli~1 11m;, But lor :nal!y :It\! 
SVS!i:lII !;:t'i wDrkl·d to lmdermilltt th\~ vt:n' 
"~lhw\ tli,lt [w,j!J!n !wI'd tll pUl thf:lm'~!\,(J~\ 
and tildr lin$ !'ack on t,ack, \Vc ha"': I', 
r0pair tlw d;unal~tltl bond b.:h\eeH our pco
p~r; ilIlil fh0ir Gm'(,rnln!;nl, manifested ill !hll 
wny Ihe wdfllft: ,y~ll:Hl \wilks. \V,~ ha\"!; t,l 
tmd w~;;fare ,I~ Wi; know it. 

III ;, few days. :15 ha~ already hccl) sairl. 
! will M:lld to O)l\grt:\~ Ill)" pbn to challg(l 
Ih,: wd(;\H; sy..tmn, 10 t.:h:lf\f!i: it rrom a sys· 
rem ha,ed nn d!:pl!l1dcIWC to ,( syst(:m t1m! 
w()rk~ toward iwlllpcll{lm,,·,:, t" dnmr;:(! 11
!{/jl}Jltll/srJ-tllltuk yon-Io change il '>(1 tbat 
the f("'\l~ be d",-",rl,"HI worL 

1 also W;\rl( to ~ay dial! dl!>d<lpt,{) n phra~j: 
0\'<:1 (1111 1;I~t fi~\>.. y(::t~, !it:]1 W'" _1<1 "il(! w(:If;H't~ 
H~ w(: know it !,y ~uyit1g "I.,'<::ll:lre OIl14h: to 1>1: 
a <;,!Ol(ld l:i1anc(!, lIul a way of liCe. One }Olitlg 
woman 1 nw! a !ilw mnJ1It~ll\~ lIgo said, "It 
l>1J~ht It, hI: :\ i>kppiag S'OlIn, lI(ll a way of 
lir~~ ,. Mayhe th<lr~ 1;<i0ll !)Pth!I-, hut }\l\l h,IH! 

the idea. 
Long hdoru I heciHne PH'.;'d,:nt, as I said, 

I w'lfk1~11 wi!:, utfll~r Ctl,-cnll)rs :\1111 ~kr:rl'\!rs 
,,f Cnllgrc~~ of both p:irtie~" I I'I-'f,:-k\:d "0 it 
wilh p~~oph, who wI:re 0)) ,,"'df:1H::, a Jot of 
them. ,\lId Itl! me ~:ly flf'i.l uf al! 10 :ill !llme 
whom I illvil" tn join thb; ).!ft~;(t oalioral tic
k,!!:, if)'o!l rcally w,ml til kno\\! wbat'~ wrollg 
willi (1;,: wcifat.: ~y~h;m, !<llk 10 tln; people 
who 11ft! ~hlt'k ill il liT whn /J:l\'C he-cn on H. 
The}' want to chang<; it m(lfC jh,l!l mo~t pt~l
p:o )!ll1 kl'()\V, Ami if yl1H t;i\.'(: tiHl,,\ Idr a 
cl!,n:c.:, tile\' will. 

Befort! I ~:Hm! '!OWII to ~"j~ yml, 11I1et v,1th 
)'"bllll;. MlIgel:, ;lIltl ~lw 10/{: lilt! hm ;;tory. 
[ "1,,,) owl '.nth ;;(!\,;r,ll olllUt' j);,ojlh~ who arc 
110\1.' w(,rkillg in ! hi~ ;lfca, whi) II\"'! to bi! 
on Wt:!f;li ,), 11(:01'\1; wIll} Wit Ill' '>\'l!T)' :nmninJ:; 
and go tn wotk iu fndorie!> Of small hllsi· 
tleS~e.'i Ilf ban"", who do their he'! tn !akG 
Cif,; (If tlldr dlildn:n ami l:l advaliU: tllt.!ir 
(;apadly to s\tt1,,~ul in our (;"1r\pll~X, HltJd~;m 
socid)" 

AIIlI ( want 10 i!\tmdn(~, 111,:111 all t(} yillf 

all(1 ask th(.1\1 10 \wlUl, m ,II.lt wh:n Y(Hllook 

;11 tl)(;10 you'll kllow \\I1lal 111[\ whole dcal is 
aboht Alld Id ,!Ill) just-tLey'n: j)\'j,r he!e: 
KlIthy Homero, WllO wnrks ill Llllht:nll1 Trill
ity lIo\pital-l.talld IIp-,\rltmd;l Moffitt, 
\Vb.; works lit i'itney·lk>\~(:s M:tnagt:mclll 
SClvicl;'\; Viele Phdm who works at (;ontin~ 
1t1lW Valllag(~ lk'\(~;m:1t; Pamela Hulmkc, 
wht; worh at Cate'S $h;~d ~tda!; Birdclta 
Smith Ht !10K Sports Facilities: ClHi~tine 
M<:\)ormh! wt", work;.. j;)l' I'qr.i-Cola; Mimi 
Flub:r who \\-'or1:s at I\wl\;s~ Cashwavs, Au
drey WHli:uns who works al Allied S~'C\lrity: 
In\lv Sutton, a !eadler tn tilt: K;msas Cil\-' , , 
Sellooj DI\!riel: ,\Ill! Triu;)" V:lrmll, n hOIlR; 
Iltmlth regi;;tewd llUf\C at Excel\ior Spring 
Cit)' IiI,spital. 

Every one or tho:.(~ Amcn';:;111 dlimm ,It 
(lW: point in her life w;!!'; on wdfHf(;. Every 
()w: 110\"', tha:lk<> tn pro!,.'nlUis IIlld jm;culivcs 
tlml heir \\.11h HH:diCiI! covcmgc alld dlild 
CHm all( trailling ami jw-;t hdpiug ptmplc PHt 
Iht!ir 1i\'1~,~ haek Io'Jirther thrnugh Ihe inilia· 
!ihl~ Ilml h:'\1~ iI\fI~ady h!!.!n "dhcllSS.:d hen;, 
is flow a workitlf' AmeriCllll, AI\() 1 say to )'<111,
ir ilwsc Amurican dtizen;: can do this here 
in Kamas City, Wi! ought to Ix! :thh~ to do 

"thi~ III every l-mmliHlIity in the L'OIIll!!),. Alld 
\\1: ollght 10 l)j~ ahlc to dUlIge Ow .'i}"S:em 
and go;! thest: pt;opJe out of it. 

I low shaH w() change Ih1S s}stl:m? L/!t Ill', 
~;'Y Hr.,t, J thilik WI; hnv\: to hcgill ""'it!. rc~ 
~pol:s;hilily, wilh dm ej.,llIcnlal propo~ilion 
Ihilt g()\erHn)!:Ht~ do not rai~e children. pen
pIe ,10, aml tlml among oilier thing:-;, an awrul 
101 or tlt;ople 1m: ir:,pp,;d in wdClr" la;c:jH,~e 
!!i!!;, af,; r;lj'ling (Jli!dl c n {III tjulir !>Wll when 
the oiher pnrent Ilf dK: child has reC\l',.~1 to 
pH\' child sllppnr! tlml l~ tim:. p[I),:lbl(!. and 
all!': 10 pay 

Tlois !i!all irdmll;.~ til{! !ollght>,t child ~np
lYm cnfon:enH:ni measure~ in lht~ hislllry of 
lllh cmmlT)' that go arter ttw S34-lish:1l to 
thi~_lhe .'>34 hilliOJI gap ill thi~ ti)lmtry tl'hat [
k 1\ i~ <Jslima\l'd thaI lllef!! ;tl'\: $14 bil'ioil 
",,(>rlll ()f ordd,;d hut llllt.,,,llecl;;r/ dlil-d sup
port today ill " rm:l ieel, $34 hilbun. 

Hllw arc we going to do Ihat? Fic,t, by 
n:'p:iring both pi,rents jo t)\: id\iniificd al a 
hn:'pi(1I1 when II hilly's horn. SeuJ1Itl. Ity'>:ly
ing, if )illl .UHI'! prmide for your t'hildn!f), 
you should Imve your \vage$ gamhlll~d_ your 
:i(;I;ll\t: sU:'>iwn,kd: ~'()1! shod.l Il!~ Irad,l:d ,

•aeros" Stat" Inu;s. Ir Tleeessary, YOIl _~hould 
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luwe to work off Wkl\ YOll nw;~, Till:. is: 11 vcr)' 
"t:riIlU~ tIling. \Ve em no tonger ~a)' that I/ltl 
businG~s of bringing a dlild iull, lilt: \;"ld,1 
c.lrrit:~ tW n:~l'nllsihiHty with it amI IlIa! 
SUJll<~mte CHn walk :;:W:lY ffOlt~ iI. 

TiJ(: S\!c\lw:llitiql; Ihil! ..-:'i?llIv,ihifilv 1!\(:/lII' 
h !lnt .iw,! goill~ !llkr p('t,pi!~ WllO :lr~:1)'t ful
filling it lut n:w:tnl:ug those wi,,) nf.) hcing. 
n~sp''IIsjhk. The ."Y'ifem P)W ,:01:;" ill\l 111(: 
oppo.~H~\ I!L~t for mample, the wdl~lfl: ~ys
~t!m will pay lI,:cl! p.1R'Tll!> mom III lII(1n~ (lut 
fir theit bome than to st..y !tum,. In my opht
iOIl, 11m! i;; wrong. \\'f: 51111\11.1 C!\(;Ollmgc h)(;n 

parent:'> In live ilt home, stay ill \Chool. 11Ikt: 
wsp<lII~ibility fUF llwir own fulun:s ami thdr 
clddrcu':, futures. And ill.;: !'ill:lnd:,J ir)(;(:Jj' 

!inr; j)f tin: wdfllre SY;!':III nugl:t \0 do thnt 
illSh:,,,} nf jWH th,~ f(!\'t.:r~,i(:, \Ve have I" 
ChilHj!(: tIll: signal" Wl~ an: sc!,dil1g L(~m, 

\Vc aim h;,vt; to face the fael Iha! Wi: blVt! 

a big wo:brc pmhlem I)(~eau~e Ihe mil! of 
(:hi!(lren hom out or Iw(lll)<;k, when! Iller<.; 
\,\-11" no m:~rril\g:e, is going lip dnunatkn.!!y, 
Tlw 1';1\1' oi ill.t:gHilllat:y has lih;r;!lly (1'I1ld
ruplctl sillt·(: Chmiel Patrick ~l()ynih;lI1. Il()W 

a :-)mll1!or fWIIl New York, fir;,t ('ulled it 10 
our allelltioll 30 j'tmrs ago, At lhe raIn W.:'H: 
going. lml~~_\~ wn (C\er<;c it wililill 10 y!:ar!i 
mom thau 1\,1.11' or our dliJdft~ll will 11(: hOfll 
il) hnnh!S when! th<.;n! Ins Iw\'t~r 1.\:;:11 a mar
ling.:. 

\Ve !!III:>, keep p(x)pic from !he w:,:d !o 
~o 1111 wdLIW in tb~ fir,,! plaCt, h(' Hll1pl"I~iz
ing a l1atimwl C:tll1lMigu agaiml ken l)r'!!~
n:wc)'. tn s,:Ii..1 a powerful In\.:"sag~: If!at 1\ 
I'> wwng to enHtimw thIS !r,md, tlml children 
shDuld 1101 he hom until P;I.rCllIS :m; nt;!nlt:tl 

aud fully GIIMhle or taking emf: (ff! lWII), ,\nd 
(hi~ tfl:ntl. id Hot dew~lu[l O\'emighL TIH:re 
;m! many h!;l".m for it. I! witl HO! Ix: mmed 
.lr!l!md Il\',~n;ighl. HoI Ii\~ Sllft; of ILL..: No 
(;'lI'!;nFl]{:lIj (:dict 1:111 tin i!. 

'fllis j., :, fret: (i,HIIi!I), wid, 1.m,.!n:,l\ II: 

TPilii,il1s ~)r I,cilpll' I: o:tl.;h;g tll\,:~' '!ct:iSJ,;jlS, I'il, 
b:'Il~ !.ftlll:m L'\!!I'Y day, To cl!nugl; a ('''wl\;-" 
nn ~l [It(;l(lImd h\,'m likn this n:!]!lim\ lh,: 01'. 
forls of mll:io!i$ (me: !l\i!li{)l1~ nmll!li!liHH~ or 
YOII talking oponly and hOllmtly ami fredy 
ahout tlu:t<) ! Ii ing~; talking to pe<lp!l: who 
I~lm; Jj\L'(1 through the\.! e!\p.:ril:nl't~\ ;,Hd 
H':HlV 1)f liI(:m .I••ill~ tb; H:rv IH:\! I:u~\' can 
10 J;,~ IHnmal~!: lind good ;i;li'!llh; t;~;killg 
ab"H! \dwi \\\! .'1111 ,10 jn illH)ire dHln:IH:\ 

(UHf dvic duh\ alld gnmll'i of all kinds in Illl.. 
endeavor, lIol 10 poit~f the fiuger at people 
10 drh'!~ dwm down or l;rnharnts5 t!H:m !Jqt 
10 lift them up so I!m! they l'HlI lI:alm Ihe 
HlH\t of their IiH:S ilnd so Ih(:y can I»: good 
p,\r::n:s wl\\:11 1111; til 'W \:.1111(;\ to ti'l 11111! 

Ill1! let (IS lu; d,!:!!" or\ d,i,~: No I>alIOIl ;1;,,, 
ever fn'I!Hl ,I .\ld;<li(l;tt~ !:If rlw /;)1II;Jy, And 
ov'Cr the nmnt: lOf hmwm his;orv. ,~(;\'pr,ll 
h;\\'e !riGd. ~o nmntly has (!V!!T d;"i~ed any 
mn of pmgmm that w()lll,d snhs:!itute fl)f the 
CO,jsiSlcni, I(wing d,:\uliorl lIml dedication 
alld mle.Jt1(1dd!l!~ of nuifl),( p;m:mt~. \V" 
must do tlt!S work. This l~ not 11 Gonnnm.:nt 
mis~inn: this is an American mission. Bu! w.: 
l!l\\~t do it if w<: want 10 ~ucCt:(:d nvet the 
long fill!, 

Am! II!! :m: ltd}' finally tlta! ifyou ~tJt:nF:lh. 
;'11 thc LU!liliu~. we ,~tilll~m'! l'h~lHgC the wdw 
faru s}'~tcnl Ilt1lc~~ it il' rooted in gt.:t1in!:( peo
ple h:lt'k til \\~)!-k. '{Ol! can Icdure p;;{'j'le: 
yoU C:In ;)nC(lHr;;g!~ JlI.'ilpln; YOIl cal) do wil;lt· 
t..'\'<!f )'Ulj \\\ml. Bill tller~~ jIM!O 1)0 something 
Ht the IJtHl of dH~ road for I ...;!)plj~ wbo wmk 
h:ml and play hy the rult:;;, Work h the he..! 
:;oda! pmgmm lItis COllll!!)' cn:r dc\;sed. 11 
~ives hupe and ~!r1l(:llIfI! and m.::ming 10 Ol;r 
b-'e_\. All of H~ i:{)fI! who ha\'o om jobs would 
Ill! 1m! witho,!t tlW!ll, 

JIISf S\(lP for a n:omt:nt so:nctiJ!il! today 
and think :Iholl, how H!1!!:h 0:' yom life i.~ or
;';;lI1i:ted alnHHfI ~~)!jr work, how much of vow' 
family iift~, LUW'Hliwh of)'ollf sncial ;dc~ !l<l! 

to Ilwnt\lJO ~llt:r w"rk lilt:, Thillk about th;; 
1~\tCll! 10 \~hkh yuu Hn: ddint:d hy th~) 
friends you Itave ut WHI k. hy the sense that 
;:011 do :I WHld J'b. b)' lht: regularity of the 
p:lj"{;het:k 

OW! of these nile \)!(lllUm who'" agn.."cti (0 
("lin!.! lU;f.~ !odaj' ~"id that mil: of Ill\; ht:\l 
Iltiugs nlll)!jf bd!:g ofr wdhlH! Wi!'; gelling 
tIl': check alld bdng ;;h1e to ~(> Imy Iwr O\"~l 
~(!>c,~rip, ,!\'I;I";- 2 wl:~,h. Thar.~ '\ his d!'aL 

So I ~iI;' 10 }WI. \11l: IHOpO\': in (likr p,~()plc 
Oil wdbrc :1 <;!lIipk contracL \V.: wiil help 
)'Ilt! get the ,~kill\ )1I\l !lei!!!, In:! ,jfkr 2 j't;aU, 
,\11)'11;11: who can gll 10 work 1Il1!~t go to work, 
ill the private ,",~chlr if p()s'lihl(~, ill a '<;1111· 
~idiz{:d joh if !1l"CC\\ill)'. Hut work i~ pref~ 
~;r:l.hJI! 10 \\1.!lf;ln~. l\ml it HIllS! be enforced, 

Nnw, thl~ piau will Ie: (~'lmnmlitbs lIn 
w1wt'\ he,\{ [or !Ia;!!!, Stak~ call ~l,:sign tll1:ir 
n.l!h pJ'<)).;IU;ll~; ('qHlFl\lIIitic~ <::111 d';~i~'l tll,~ir 
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own pmgr:l!ll'>. Thh wIll .'IUpi)(lrt iniliafives 
like IIIt1 WE;"': program b~w, not tab: !J;in~,,, 
11\~'.\y frow thet1l :lIld ~Uh"!:tlltc (;ll\t:rJmIO:1 
pp)gmf'!s 

\\'1; w,wl In gin; U>llllmmiHcs a dl:lIlU; to 
pllt tlu:ir l'eop!l: to work ill child I'M>:!, home! 
l~m!, ~nd ntl!l:r fidd~ 11:111 HfC despt;r;\kly 
r1<~cd!!d. \\,,: Willi! <)\'ery (:nn,P'lIlIiI), tn !Ill 

wl.;ll YLU'Vt! :kme b~h! in KaHsI,' City, In 
I'rlllg b)j:;dht:r b!l~j!Je,>~ ;.mj d'-ic and church 
letldt:r~, togdher to !1m! out Iww you can 
Illah: lasting jobs 'lilt! l:l~tll!g indep'~!lih:!1(;l" 

1.(;1 fllil ";II' JU\t a u'uple of other thi:lJ..:s. 
If you wi~h ;)(;t'plc 10 gH !() work. jill!! nbn 
h,\VtJ to l<l'Nanl them for ('<ling )0O. Now, 1\ 

popuklr mi(Cnl'CCpUon b tlml a inl or j">I:op!t: 
'>(;tV on \H:lfmc ll('c;l1l~1.l Ilw wdfan: dwck 
h ;n hig. II! f.1d. when you adjust it fOf inlla· 
Hon-/ltmgltlerl-right? Wlw!1 YOIl adjust it 
1'01' ldbtlo{l, wd/ilr.:: ch",:b ;In; SfHi\tlcr th;tn 
tLt.y weru 20 }Gars ngo. 

But then: are things th;\1 do h'f.ll' f'!~()pltj 
(m wdrart~. On!! is the bu burden or nw \I!:lge 

work; ;illother is the eos! of ch!ld eIre, lIH
ptht:r i<;: 1/'0 Ln~t or medie,l! Uln~, :-";ow, ,1 li;w 
1'".11"\ ag'-'. i Wi\~ Hui",: a~ ;, G"''-':fIlor in help, 
ing to revritt! :ill! wdlilf(: law!> ~I\ that Stah.'.~ 
wer~~ giVt:l\ tllt; oppottwlilY to offer ~ome 
1',;01'111 tin: dl:llH:'; til get dlil,1 ('a!ll awl PIl'<!i- , 
"nl \,:OH<-: ('ollt!l\und when tlwy got nIT wdfMe 
:tl1<l w,:I1\ 1,\ work for ,I pmhld of tnHl~illHn, 
St:\"!~ral "I' !!test! won:en Iw,\'(~ taken ,l\!v,U)-' 
h'j!:I' of Illal. mIll tilt!)' tnltwd about iI_ 

HlIl we I1m'it do IlIOW, Lnsl \I~ilr when 1111; 

C()lI~H~SS p.lS~I,,1 OI.)f<'{"H)H;Jli(:"pf<lgralll. Ih,!)' 

en},Hldcd !:Il: (:<lrl\ed·hwuHl'~ lax t.:fcdH dLI_ 
111;I!kHHy, ,d,iell lowtJn."J ~~\XI'~ Illl o;!{) ill ~b; 
w<lrkill!-'; A!!:!~rieln.. w(;!'kill!,: fm mollnst 
viilge$ so that th(,re would w:\'cr again he an 
inccntht! tl' qar on we\far<.: IIl',!r,:!d of going 
to work ln~kad of n\il1g tLe tax ~rSWlll to 
I;,,!d jlc'i.pl!~ ill j)(\vcrty, W~) w:m! !o \!M~ dl,: 
!"X ,~Vi!I':1\1 to Iill w!lrkcr~ O)(! d' poven\,. 

TIl,lt W;\:<I 0111: <If the !t',l'>! bmwn 'aspt"-.·t\ 
..I' !he e'!<HIOfllit: pro~rnlll b\t YI':lr, hUI mo.e 
than !O lilHe~ it' many \1is;Loud:ms, for C\:lIH' 
pltl, got ;In hIGlIlI'; taX eut <IS tl.L r,2 i.l<~Ttl:1I1 
,,! du; wt'altldl~~1 !wople gol ;m illCl.'me I:lX 
ilH:n;a'a:~. \Vhy? lIecallw )'IlU \\~t!1t 10 reward 
people wll(l <11'1: <1111 thert~ workillt! ,\II" an: 
1IOq:rill~jll>:t ahOH! lhe pO\.t:My !itw_ 

\V},at'.o, dw n;'"'t i~'ill1:? III Iml' lli;l, W<; 1'tn. 
vidl: MUll!: mor.; tl1Ul\itlO!llll fund" for dtild 

>:nppor! 10 hdp Iwnp!I! dl'f'! with !It;)!. Thll(S 
i1llll!)r!:lr!. 

Bot I hil dIy, PI,l: (lr !hu ~!1(ht impOl\\\fI! n;ll

\OH\ WI) :.:110[1111 p.I~~ a lIeahll en!! rdorlll hill 
that Ill;lkes America join the ranks of every 
utiWf adv:<l!L...:tl ("lltlllry in !ll\) world 11m! pro.. 
vide\ Ile;dth iWiU":llle,: w all it" pcople i, tiw! 
(tvhy you b\·.~ Ill;" 1:;;:1)"((: ~i!lIH!lor! wll(;1'(; 
pq1iJ!t: lIlI wdfare, if they \aki' ;\ joh in a 
place wlnch do(!sn'! rllTt:r bealth ;1\J';ut;\lI(;(!, 

:Ire a\kctl tn gin! up their chiJdn:n's heahb 
Gilrt: and go \(I wnrk. ~:atll;lIg ;w.n(:y, pil)'Hl~ 
t,l\I~~ tn pa)' fi:Jr tbe !1~~;\Jth (;aft! of ti,(~ chil
dl'<:11 of people wLq d:dl\'f !l1l\k,; til!; dedsi{lI) 
:0 !;i0 II: work and stayed on wd!ilft:, wlnlo 
tlWY made tbt: dpc\,,(nn in go 10 \Hlrk and 
gilv~: Illl Ihdt chiJd~(:n 's !lI:altli CMU ClIver'llge, 
Th;l! I ')e( lint \Hal,,: :tlly S[:I\$(;. And ulllil we 
lix !lw!. \V,: wiil Ht;q,r dn",: dit: d(cI!~ lllHl 

I;,we .• t ru\)' \nlfk-h,t~t:<.l S)'stem: 
If WI) dc; the things W{:'propo~: III this wel

fan; mform program, t;ven hy Ih\! mo~l o:m
serva!ln: e~tim"h!'-. IheM.: clmng:(:s tn),!(:ilwr 
wi!! l!\(l\'(! "IW milEoll ;dul!...: \\-!Hl W!l!!ld nih· 
I:r.Vl~l; I»; ill! ",,.<>1[,11'(: into work nr "ff '.vd/;H't.! 
;l!togdltt:r by dw y,~;,r !Won. 

And if we em Challb!; lite whole ,':l1ue \}'s
tem. which ha~ got ll~ illto llle tl' we're in 
1mb;:, the fu:1 s~jVing~ fM:r the IO;j~ himf ;lH~ 
!lH1W !liall "'1; wil! t;Vl~r hI) able (0 hrMgi,~!), 
l~x:a\l~t' liJr! !n,t: j!isue on wdfMe. a~ ,s,ellator 
f\.lo)'uilmfl sa\I\ >;f) lllany )'t!;t(s ;Igo, is I\ot what 
it CO'll tl,,; !;l\payj~rs: Ir~ WlM! it (.1):.1 the H!
ciph!Ht~. \\,<; slilwld 1)<1 wotner! ·nlxlht !La!. 

l\lId jd lilt] s;,y. OIH; of IhD !no~! Q!wardmg 
tl:IJ\S\ lila: !lapl~llh!d !1"lay ill l;(lr H!! hi nl~:d
iBg hd(>fC I <:lUlle do>vn wa~ I a~ked aU :he:;e 
fine iatlie~ who afC hDH:, I s,aid. "1'\ow, if w(: 
WtlrD aille tn provide dwse sefyice", dn yOIl 

hdlc,'c !Lal it ~htluld ht! mantlnt"ry to p"l'-, 
tit:(jl;~~(; in thi, I,wgrafl~?" E~-;:ry 0!1l; of thmn 
SHIt!, i\j,~ohlt:)'1 ,\hSOll!tdy: 

So I ,,~k '>(111 all hell;-lel l!~ !w: hnnt~\t. 
nOlle of thi." wi!! bD ell"y In 1(X'mnpllsh. \\'10 
kn()w wh,.i the pmh!r:!lI<; an;, Alld w,: kllmv 
Ilwy dld :,,,' dt;w~)('P twunigltt. But WI: hil\!(; 

(0 m;:k,: a h,:g;unillg, \Vc "w~~ it 10 !It" next 
gctwmtiw,. \\'(: C1WIIOt ,It:nlli! million:'> and 
millions amI nl!lliun~ (I Amcn(.':m dllldn~!I 
In he t1apped ill ,j cycle of drpenrlent;y wil!: 
people 1 ...1,0 ;Ih~ !IN n~spllm;ih!c Illr bringmg 
them 'lito !II!: w,dd, willt panmt\ w):o ,If,: 
trapp(!d in;\ ,~ysl<:lr\ IlIa: du(!:.Il·1 d(I"t!injl dl\~ir 
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IlIlmillist mth't! ,if William I Cfinlrm, 1fi91 .I JIP!!! H 

ll\lw:m (,!ipadly to Ilw~ up to lhe ful!(:s! of 
tiwir Cml-h"iYt!Tl Hhili!ic\ and til sHcceed n~ 
hofl! \v'Orker.' and parem~. \VI) IIlI;'! hreak 
this eycl.:, 

Fur !hi~ mason, !hi_~ uught to he a biparti
siln b\lw> Over tile la~( 30 years, poor f"lks 
in thi~ {'o~lHll)' j;,!\'!l ~I:l;n ;\hoUI:lll the pol'i!i
<:;1: p\.)~ll1rjng tit,,), (.<In \!:wd, lHlG way <)f tfi(: 
otlit:f. Now, theft) 1In: ~!;ri<)llS pt:oplc ill hoih 
political pnrllc'i in ('<nllgrt!\~ who llave ad
v:Hl(:,:d pn'pllsak to (:Lange till! wdftlW ~)'~
«;m, Awl I !cally hdkn: ,lial ;>'-1: lliw(; 11 
(;hl!u~'t: finally to ((~plac\; ;i{:pmuJonee wilh 
illdepClldmlC!:, wdfaw wilh ....ork 

1 df)n't COIH.: who gd\ Ih.: er,:dit U'f tld<; 
if w,~ em rdmild llll: 1\llwficall (,Hllii\': if 'I'm 
nm ,1!!:11g:1Letl (l;lf VO!l)tn\l;!Hi!!~; if~.:.c Clln 

give evcr)' person Of1'\vdfan: the dignity, 111(: 
pnd\!, !lit) tlirectirm, Ihe stwngth. the shm]r 
pt:rsou pow(:r I fel! coming flut of these la~ 
d:c~ 11m! I sjk)ke widl today. if we ('an gi\r: 
p,'opll; Ih~ pride thai [wn~tl fmm YoLmdl\'S 
(,'ov.'nf~t!n Whl;r) sIu! ~1{jO'! tip hl':n~ to iulro
fiuce me lollar, Thi\ is 1\0\ a Piuli«an i~qw; 
lit]'> i(;u\ Al'H:fk;lt) i,HO'\ 

Ld 111<: tdl >~lU, :it)\'I:nl .P·:I!.~ ago 'wlwn 
I wn~ H CO\'(!fHOf uf my Stall;, ! brought ill 

Govemms fmlll ilU ovcr 1111; t'H1tBtry to a 
llIP(·.hfij!. ill \\'ashittgtoll, amlilltln [ brought 
111 peop!l; rru;n :ll: .)V.or Arnenca will) bad 
ht't:1l Oil wdfale 10 talk II) Ih!:m. \VI] h;!d lI;l)sl 
of the GOHlm(jc~ there, .and tlw\' wert: 
shnckt:il. I>.losl of !hmn had (\1!\'I!f n;et any
hrl(h- Wllo\1 h(~(:1) "II Wdr;l::'l' h,!fon:. t\ud 
d,,~,:(; wa\ a W,ml:U, (niH: !JI\' S!a~(; wlto WH~ 
,I\I,;!;;:! ;; !jlw~lion. I 11:'1<[l1O )(lea Wh;lt sllc W,IS 

goin~ I .. :Hl\WeL Slw W'I'< a<;k(:d ahout 11(:( 
joh, :lliIl ~Iw lalked alumt 11 or jolt and how 
~iw i!ol llj) li lc ink Alid tit.;;) slit: W;\\ ll.'ikul 
hy :, (;"vl;rnm. "We;!. do you think enroll. 
HWIII III 11H:st: progrnm>; ollght 10 h,: 11landa
tm)'?" slw ~:lid,"'1 ~!ll\: do," And !hell a (:m'. 
cnWf ,~ilid, "\\'ell. can WIll ldL lIS wlml tlu: 
h'!_~l tldng :11,0'11 hOi!)).,;;H 1\ filIi-tim!: job i~!" 
She ,aid, "YeS, ~iL \Vhell Illy (,1Ij' g;U{;;' hl 
school, :mll tlHlv a\k !tim, 'v,·hal dO\:s nIl!. . 
wm!!;, !itl rOf n Hvitl).:: lu: ;:.lI! g;\(~ ;111 :'ll~',\):r"" 

L:\(i:c,\ ,)1101 ~!:ntlellWI;, I thank )ILl fi:r 
jllOving Iud:!;, .ha! w" (,WI gi\o ,;Vj)lY child 
ill ,\nhlrli;a a dWllce (r) give an all~-wer. Let\ 

go d" it. 
Th:mk in1!, 

:-Zan:: "111e l'rcsil\t'llt spoke al 1:12 p,m, at dw 
Cowl1j/;r<:<: llan\.... in hi~ rr;murk\, i,,; n~f"rn'(1 10 
Yohmda ;\:.lge,\ ;1 p.llticipa.;( ill tll!: FlItlJW Now 
program who intn>;iuct'd tlm pf(!~itlepl; tOll:llimn 
t.::empI)(, pn:~ide!lt ;\IId CEO. C...<:mlUl<:rt't;: B;mk; 
;\/;Iy<Jf Emmmd Cl<:'JHJT 11 of Kall'iw,> Cily. MO, 

and C(w. ),tel CanlaJlan of Mi\Yluri. 

Produmulioll ()70 I-F.. tht~~·~ Dav. 
Im~ . 

JUIlG 1·i, JmN 

nr/llw J'f'~~i(ltmt oftill: Utlikd .'ilni/O)
(if,Am{~licn 

APr-odmuafinn 

!Ul:C {~):lj\!W,~ up IlICi!llHies of ~;JIl;lr day.~. 
Im~'kv:ml (OOkO\lI~. rd:lxilll{ v(lc<liimIS, lust! 
$t.ml~n~ ill hloom, :md on tile Ihird Sund:t), 
of IIH~ lilonth. tlw cd,)liratl(!11 of F:ldlN'" 
Day. This is H tilne sel iiSidc by traditiun to 
pay trihute tn falherS lWfO,S our 1,If1;lllnd to 
thank .hem fm Iheir w)(:ondi1iul\al kwc, for 
tll"l:" bdief in (heir ehiltlrcn':> pnwntial. and 
fOf thdr \ital palen!al rol(:. TLdr prof:'H11(1 
inllu011l'1: (J!! thl;ir "OilS :nd (bught1:r.-;-nn 
S1lCit'ty it.~df--l" in<:lilclll:\!l!e, 

'1111.: loving Cfilw,:m (If fatlllJr;;: in mjsill~. 
p;oleding, e'dllcilliflg. t:IK'ollmging. Hnd PT~)
vidmt; dirt::.:lioll for their dddre:: ,,-h:m()~ 0'11 

national character, .IS wdl 11\ OHr clddnm'_~_ 
"rh0 po">it:vt] intt:raell011 Hf fathen who re~ 
spomihl)' wdeolllc the challenges (If gUiding 
thetf chi!dn~l\ is iHlmea"lIrab!e. TlrroH~h IIIIl 
u!riEring ~lIp;l<:lrt Hf slIch P:Ifl:IIIS, umi. 
pett:nL (,;lfillg, amI resilient gellnration~ j,f 
cHizell!' dl.-"1,'elop and thrivc. 'nIt;:;,: fnther., 
whclll!:r biolo!-,>icaJ, fmler, Of adopli\,]. du
~mY{: OHr h 'IIPT :lIltl gf:tti! (I<k. 

.\11 l;llh(;,s ill (lHr \Dde~v It,,!;;v mmt reiH' 
vest in 'llpplyillg c:no!innat and fill,mela! ~\lp. 
pori for dlt:ir childrt!!L It b never too IlllC 
!o assume Ihe n:"p(m~ihili~y for Ilh:ding a 
ehild\ I ,('cds, To lin V:'. ,kSplll! p!!r~clla! ;'I)(] 

ct'Hllomk hard~hip. h to help Oilr ehildf{~J\ 
tran;;u:nd mln:r\c eifeum~tallct:\ and 10 Hanl 

tlw Ion). rt'SjU_'<:t, alld 1Ippn:dation Ihat will 
h!~Ulnl/:" :1;g:\I...-Y of ,h:voli()!1 for gt:Il(:tlHit'H' 
!(1I114 llikr om,. 

()lIr .\atiull is b(:nmli!lg im:n:a;;inglr aware 
that it rallwr\ ;[(\,"'ptall{:\1 :m;] ~lj;)lll)rl af\: 
powerful Iliotiv:\(of:,. !I is I11ml 1I:!illg tLal 
~": rCCoL,'l1ilc OIl! f;dLt!i'~' c(:li1riblltl('l1S' 1(ld:lY. . 
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, THE PREsrDEN'!': Thank you very much. Thank you, Randy, 
for the tee~$hirt and for the sentiment which it represents. I thank 
all of you for having me here. I'm glad to be here with secretary
Shalala and Dou9 Bovin and Michael Hightower, ~andy Johnson, John 
strcqer, :my old friend freYa Arkansas by way of Chicago -- (laughter) 

Doris War.d and Marry tiaakc. 

Let me beqi:: hi' coni¢ratu:..a<;:ing you or: this program this 
morning. ! was impressed that you had ou~ :ongti~e friend, Marian 
Wright Edelman, who gave :my wife her first job after law school in 
the Children's Defense Fund. And I'm glad the Speaker got to come 
back and give his talk today -- (laughte~) -- and 1 thank yeu tor 
hearing him. (Applause.) 

You know, I've done a lot of work ever the years with 
the Acorn. Group I and they stood for a lo~ of good thin~s i~ ~y hom~ 
state, But I think everyone deserves to be heard. And we ~eed 
people debatlng theSe important issues in Washing~on. Ttis is a very
exci ting tin',e, and it; s :lnportant that all the voices be l':.eard and 
that people like you ,especially that have to live with the 
consequences of what is done here hear the ideas that are being
debated, and also that you be heard. 

1 am always glad to be with people who! think of as 
being il". the backbone of p\;blic service in A:merica. 'fou serve at the 
level where you can have the greatest impact. When! was a governor. 
nothing mattered more to me than just be~ng in direct contact with 
the people who hirad l'l.iiI to do r"y jOb. Atld! have. tc tell you, as 
President, perhaps ~he most frustrating thing about the job is that 1 
don't have as many opportcnit::!.es as you do to be in direct contact' 
with the people who hired me to do th:!.s job. That'&,not good for me. 
and sometimes it's not sO good for then as well. 

•When• I was governor, people used to make fun of me and 
iilay that I was basically a courthouse governor, which meant that I 
loved to go to the county c'Ourtho"..lses i:1 '::he rural ereas of lllY state 
and sit for hours and talk to the 'Officials and 1'1.:90 vis~t with tho 
people who would co~e in. But I know this: 1 know ~hat one of the 
things that our government in washingtol". has suffered fro" for so 
many years is being too far fron the concerns of o::dinary A,":'IeriCaMi, 
(Applause. i 

'lou see in persontll terms, with nall'.es and faces ami life 
histories I the struggle now going to keep the American Dream alive. 
And you know as well as any the importance of reconnecting the values 
of the America.n people to their governne,it. I ran for President 
because that American Dream and those values were threatened in the 
face of the huge chanqes that are going r.n here in the United States 
and all around the world, and because -r thougr. that too often our 
government waa Simply net prepared to deal with those challenges or, 
in some cases, actually r.aking them .....ors~. 
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Uow, for two years 1 have worked hard to help ensure 
that our people have the tools they need to build good l~ves for. 
thel!'tsol ves as we move into the 21st century, and t!1at we cross '!hat 
great divide s~ill the stro~gest and most secure country in the 
world; still the greatest foroe for peace and freedom enG democracy. 

We're about two-thirds through the first 100 days of 
this new congress. On Saturday, March ~he 4th, we had the 62nd 
anniversary of President Franklin Roosevelt's inauguration as 
?resident and the start of the original first :o~ days. On that day, 
Franklin Rooseve:t began to restore our nation d~d to redefine the 
relat~Qnship betweer. o~r reople and their government for half a 
century. And a :ot of things he said then are still accurate today. 
In 1".15 inauq'"lral he said. "The joy and moral stimulation of work r.1U.st; 
no lonqer'be forgotten, These dark days will bo worth all they cost 
us if they teach us that o~r tru~ destiny is not to p~ ministered 
unto, but to minister to ourselveS and our fellow- men." 

Today, we face different challe.nge.s, but our ~ob is much 
the same, We have to keep the ~~rican Dream alive for ourselves and 
our childror. during a ti~e of 9reat change. And we have to do that 
while we maintain the values that have al~ays made us strong -- work, 
family, community, responsibility for ourselves and for the fu~ure of 
cur childron. 

As all of you kr.oW ~- and yo~'re ~ow seeing it played 
out this mcrning -- weJrs engaged in n great debat~ here in 
Washington about how to do that. The old Was~inqton view is that the 
federal government can provide big solutions to America' Ii big 
problems. The nev Republic~n Contraot view reflects often an 
outright hostility to almost any federal governnent involvement, 
unless the present majority in Congress disagrees with whatls qoing 
on in tho s~atet and then there is a curious desire to increase the 
federal government's control over those .aspects of our lives. 

Now, my view is very different, really, from hoth. It 
reflects the years and years that I lived like you live now, when! 
was a governor out there workinq among the American people. and 
seeinq these problem$ that people talk about in sound bites with 
na~e$ and faces and 11fe histories. 

The New Covenant that I want to forge with the American 
people for the future says that we need both more opportunity and 
more r4sponsibility, that we don't have a person to wasto, so we have 
to have very strong communities that unjte us instead of divide us. 
We do need very big changes in ~he way g~vernment works. We don't 
need biq, bureaucratic, cne-$i%e-fi~s-all government in Washin~ton, 

But '"fa do have cOl1tt!lon problems and COlW'lon· opportunities 
which reqUire a partnership -- a partnership with a limited hut ar. 
effective qovernment; a government cOtr~itted to incre~sin9 
opportunity in terms of jobs ar.d inooll',e&, while. shrinking gC'lernment 
bureaucracy: a 90vernment c01'!llrli ttod to e:l'I.powerin9 people through.
edUCAtion and training- And techno-logy to nake the most of their own 
lives; A qovernment committed to enhancing our security all around 
the world and here at home on our streets as well. ' 

Sow, this kind of ·~iovernment will necessarily send nore 
decisions back to the state and local governments and to citizens 
themselves, It will cut un~eceGGary spending, but it will invest 
more in jObs. incomes and educations. It will, in short, as I said 
in 1992, put people fire.t, It will insist on more personal 
responsibility and it will support stronger cor.~unities. It will be 
a part~er, but it won't be a savior, anc it won't si~ on the 
sidelines. Either extreme is wrong. 

\ 



Now, I see this debate about the role of our government 
as terribly important. And you can se.e it r.ow playing out on every 
issue now before the Congress, we see it being debated in terns of 
how we $hould best educate our chi~dren, hoy we. should train o~r 
workers, how we should make our co~un~ties safe again; how our civil 
justice syste~ should work, what :s the ~ight way to fix the broken 
welfare systeM. I want you to watch it play out this year. 
Underneath it all will be, what is the responsibility of the 
government in Washington; what is your responsibility at the 9rass
roots level; how can it best be met. 

As we debate these r.~tters, I will keap working to 

chan30 the way Wash~ngton does busi~esg -- to achieve a gover~ent 


that 9ives taxpayers better value for their dollar, to support more 

jobs and higher incomes for the middl~ class and to shrink the under 

class, and to reinforce mainstream values of responsibility, work, 

family. and community. 


You kr.ew, for the 12 years before I caJIle here , 
WaShing-ton a:lowed o;he deficit te q.lad:::;.lple and didn' t de much to 
shrink th~ s~ze or change the role Qf govern~ent. organized interest 
did very well, but the public interest suffered. In the last two 
Years, w~'ve begun to chanqe that. We've cut the federal d~ficit by
$600 billion, shrunk the federal government -faster than at any time 
in memory. We've cut more than 200 domestic programs and 
consolldated hundreds of others. We've got more thar. 150,000 fewer 
people working for the federal bureaucracy today than on tho day I 
becarr.e Prollidont, and we' ro -- (app:a'..lse) -- and we are on the way to 
reducing it by more than a q'..l.arter o! a rr.illicn, so that the t'eder<:tl 
government will be the smallest it has been since President Kennedy
took offioe. (Applause.) 

In the process, we have done a lot to shift power away 
fron Washington to states, cou~tiesl ci~ies and towns throughout t~e 
coantry. O',lr reinventi!1g govermtent ini'Ciative has already saved the 
taxpayers $63 bi::ion uncor the leadership of ~he Vice President, and 
we will save mo~e. 

We have·cut regulations that make 'it harder on business 
and local government to create opportunity, but we will do more. And 
all of this has made a difference in the work and ~he lives of the 
people you serve. ~he economy has created al~ost six million Jobs 
since I became President, the combined rate of Unel1'.ployment and 
inflat.ion is at a 25-year low. (Applause.) 

But, clearly, we still have more to do. Most people are 
working harder without a raise, even though we've qot a recovery.
We're the only advanced country in the world where the percentage of 
people in the work force with health insurar.ce is s:r.taller today than 
it was 10 years ago. We stil: have a :o~ of econonic problems out 
there, and you know that. 

I aro ready to work with the Republicans, especially in 
areas that will give you more power to do what you have to do. 
Together, we have moved forward legislation in the Congress that will 
keep congress fro:n imposing unreasonab!e new n:andates O!'J YO'J without 
paying for them. (Apphuse. ) 

We've got a few issues left to work out on that, but a 
bill has passed the House and a bill has passed the Senate, and r 
encourage all sides to work in a bipartisan way to resolve them soon. 
In particular, though -- and I want you to weigh in on this -- I hope 
you will -- I think the bill ought to be made effective immediately. 
(Applause.) fQr reasons I don.'t ut'.dersta:1d, Congress seems to want 
to make it ef~ect~ve toward the ~nd of tnis year or at the beginning
of next year. :f ~t's goin£ to be a good idea then, it will be a 
good idea now. Let's go on a:"d qet:. it do!':e. {Applause.) 
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As we have worked to cut yesterday's government, we've 
also invested in our people to help them solve their own problems. 
We have approached that work, too, as a partner with people at the 
local level. For example, last year we had the most productive year 
in passing education reform legislation from expanding Head Start to 
making college loans more affordable to the middle class in 30 years. 
But our education reforms set world-class standards for our schools, 
and yet give to educators and parents much more say than the federal 
government used to about how to meet these standards and how to 
improve our children's education. 

We tried to be good partners with local government on 
the crime bill. I want to thank all of you at NACO for helping us to 
pass it. After six years of rhetoric and hot air in Washington, ,we 
finally passed the crime bill. (Applause.) You told us you wanted 
an end to gridlock, and you helped us get it. And we are providing
what you told us ·you wanted -- you and other local officials all 
across the country -- resources for 100,000 new law enforcement 
officers, smarter prevention efforts, tougher punishment, like three 
strikes and you're out, a hard-won ban on assault weapons. 

We are working with you now to implement this crime' 
bill. The Justice Department and the Attorney General and working 
very, very hard. This is an amazing thing. I hear those who 
criticize this crime bill say that we have imposed this on local 
government, and they really don't want it, and they can't afford to 
pay any match. But do· you know, since October, over half the police 
departments in the United States of America have already applied for 
assistance under the police grants -- over half. (Applause.) And in 
this five-year program, we have already released, funds just since 
last fall to our 17,000 new law enforcement officers, including over 
1,000 deputy sheriffs. (Applause.) 

Now, sadly some people in Congress think we ought to 
reverse this. I agree that we have to continue to cut the deficit. 
My new budget cuts $140 billion more in federal spending. We have 
reduced the rate of health costs growing by about $100 ·billion over 
the next five years. We had about $250 billion in budget cuts in our 
last budget. 

But how are we going to do this? I do not believe we 
should sacrifice our safety and not put 100,000 police on the street. 
I do not believe that we should not keep working for education. 
Instead, I think it's clear that our security and our ability to pay 
our way in the world depends upon educating and training our people
for the new global economy. That includes a stronger Head Start 
program, serving more children. It includes more affordable college
loans for middle-class ·students. It includes a whole range of 
educational initiatives. 

I don't think we should limit our efforts to make 
college loans more affordable -- especially when you consider the 
fact that this administration has reduced your costs in delinquent
college loans from $2.8 billion a year down to a billion dollars a 
year. We cut it by two-thirds -- the lo~s to taxpayers, So we're 
collecting on the student loans; let's give more loans to young 
people to go to college to make America stronger. (Applause.) 

I don't agree that we should eliminate the national 
service project, ArneriCorps. It's dOing a world of good out there at 
the grass-roots level. A lot of you are using it. (Applause.) And 
I certainly don't agree,. with drug use on the rise among young people 
-- who seem to have forgotten that it is not only illegal, it is 
dangerous --. I certainly don't agree that we should eliminate the 
provisions for drug education programs and for security programs 
against drug problems in our public schools, which will now cover 94 
percent of the schools in this country, but if the proposal now in 
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Con9ress passes will be wiped out. That is not tho way to cut the 
budget. ~~e 'do not i"'.ava to do it that way. (Applause.) 

It dEl:per.ds or. how you look at it. Some in Congress want 
to cut the school lu~ch program, You Know what we did instead? We 
cloaed l,ZOO regional offices in the Department of Agricul tQre, .1 
think we did it the right ....ay. (ApplaUse. j 

So my vi~~ of this is that yes, we've qot to cut the 
budget, but we should expand opportunity, not restrict it. We s~ould 
give people the tools they need to make the most of their own lives, 
not take them a....ay. We should enhance security, not undermine i.t. 
Those are my standards, and 1 need your help. You can make it clear 
to Washington that America wants us to get our !'louso in order. They 
like it when we reduce ~he defici~. We have to cut the spending, but 
there is a right way a~d a wrong way to do this work. 

And : 'd like to ask your help ::"n particular on an issue 
of concern to a let of you, ! knew it differs from state to state in 
how it's implemented, but every American oitizen has an interes~ i~ 
ending welfare as we k~ow it. Like it or not, we have a welfare 
syste:n that doesn't further our basic 'values, and like many of you, I 
have worked on thi$ problem for years. Those of us whc work in" it 
know it's ~ little lIIQre cOlllplicated than people who just tal}/; J:lt>out 
it. I have spent countless hours in welfare offices talk~ng to ca$e 
workers, talking to people on welfare. For years and years ~ow - 
about 15 years this year --:- !' have been working on this problem as a 
governor and ~s a president. : have seen this great drama ur.fold. 

You know, when welfare started under President 
Roosovelt, the typical welfa~e ~ec~pient was a West Virginia miner's 
widow, who had a grade school edUcation, was never expected to be in 
the workplace, and had orphaned children that needed help. And 
everybody thou9ht this was the right thing to do. Then, we had 
people on weltare Who j~st hit a rough patch, but who got off welfare 
in a couple of months. And believe it or not, nearly half the people 
who 90 or. welfare ~oday are still in that category. Welfare actua:ly
works for them; we shouldn't forget that. There are a lot of folks 
who hit a ro~gh patch ir. life, and they get on welfare and then they 
get themselves otf. ' 

Then, there are those whom all the American people, 
without regard to party or philosophy, are justifiably concerned with 
-- 'people who are trapped on welfare in cycles of dependency that 
sometimes become intergeneratior.al; that are plainly rooted to the 
explosion of teen pre9nancy, out-of-wedlock births, coupledrwith low 
levels of eduoation, 1~ab!.lity to pierce tho job market, inability to 
succeed as both workers and parents. What ought to be the greatest 
joy of life, giving birt~ to a child, has now become a ~reat social 
drama for us, in which ve all worry that our values are being
regularly violated. And t~at's being reinforced by the way a 
governoent program works. And we are worried about it. 

Many of our people are worried because they don't have 
enough money to pay for their own kids, nnd they think their tax 
money i9 going down the drain to reinforce values they don1t support 
to create more burdens on their tax lIIoney in the futuro. 

And nobody wants to get o!f the,welfare system, 1 can 
tell you, any more than the people who are on it. All you've 90t to 
do is. lifO out nr.d sit ~n any welfare o!fice in the country and talk to 

'people. ~ had four people who had worked thair Yay off welfare into 
the Oval Office to see me the other day, and it was just like overy 
story I've heard for the last 15 years ~~ people talking abo~t how 
they were dying to get off welfare. 

Now, our coun~ry has been en9aged in a eerious e!!ort to 
try to address this problen for sOme years now. This is not a r.ew 
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iS$U~. In the late 19805, along with then-governor and now
Congressman Mike Castle from Delaware, I repre~ented a bipartisan 
group of governors in working with the Congress in the Reagan 
edministration ~Q pass the Family support Act of 1988'. I'C was a 
we:'f.are reform bill designed to promote work and education, and to 
:nove people fron'. we:fare to work through having the states do more. 
with education and ~raining and job placements and requiring that 
people participate in these progrelts. ' 

And :many of '.lS wh¢ were governors at the time used the 
Family.support /Let to tr,Qve people off we:fare. But everybody who 
worked with it re.cognized that pore had to be dene i! the welfare 
system was going ~o be changed. There were still a lot of people who 
said, well, if, 1 move from welfare to work, I!ll lose my kid's child 
care, or I'll lose medical coverage for my child atter a .few mQnth:;. 
There are others who still could kind Qf get through loopholes in the 
program because we didn't cover 'everybody. 

So to reflect our country's val,,;es of work and education 
and reuponsibla parenting, we knew we needed to do more. We also 
knew that we needed more state flexibility in tackling this prob:e~. 
If somebody knew how to fix this, it would have been done a long tiDe 
ago and peop:e in politi~s would be talkinq about something else. 
Right? That's what this Whole state flexibility's about. The 
framers were pretty smart wanting the states and the localities to be 
the laboratories of deroocracy because they knew that there would be 
thor~y prob:ems involving complex matters of economics and social 
organization and human nature that no one would ,know all the answers 
to., 

So I'm glad the Republicans chose to make welfare reform 
part of their Contract for Amer~ca. It's always been part of my 
Contract with America. (Applatlse.) 

Now, let's see if there's s.otte t:-.ings we can all.a9ree 
on. I think we should demand and reward work, not punish those who 
'10 to WOrk. I think we should -- (applause) -- I think we $hwld 
demand respon$ibility from parents who bring children into the world, 
not let them off the hook and expect the taxpayers to pick up the tab 
for thoir neglect. (Applause.) I thir.k ve must discourcge
irresponsible behavior that lands people on welfare in the first 
place. We must tell our children not to have child=en until they are 
married and ready to 1:Ie qood parents. (Applause..) 

Now, in the last two years we've made som~ progress in 
pursuing these goals. In 1993 when the Congress passed the Economic 
Reform Plan, one of the prOVisions gave a tax break ave-raging $1,000 
a year to families with incomes of under $25,000 to 15 million 
working tami:ies 'to send this ~,e$sage: If. you work full-time ,and you 
have Children in the home, you should not be in poverty. And there 
should never be an incentive to stay on welfare instead of go to 
work. That's what the Earned Income Tax credit Expansion was all 
about.. 

Last yaar I sent to congress t~e 1'I'.ost sweeping welfare 
reform plan ever presented to tha United States congrass. It was 
pro-work, pro-education, pro-responsibilit.y, and pro-'state
flexibility. It did not pass. but! still hope it will be t~e basis 
ot wh#t. ultimately does pass. We ere COllecting child suppo~ at A 
record leval from delinquent parents -- $9 billion in 1993. 
(Applause,) And last week I aigned an executive order to crack down 
on federal employees who ewe child support. t.o require them ~o pay as 
we::':;'. (Applause. J 

For the last two years, We have·qranted wel!are reform 
waivers from federal rules to two dozen states -- more than the last 
two administrat.ions in 12 years combined -- givin9 states flexibility 
to try out their ideas without being stifled by waShington one-Size-
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fits-all rules, Today I A~ proud to announce that Ohio has become 
the 25th state to receive a waiv~r to refo~ its welfare system. 
{Applause. ) 

New, hero's what Ohio wants to do. I think it's an 
interesting idea, They want to take some of their welfare and food 
stanp money to subsidize jobs in the private sector, including an 
ini~iative '.;iUl o'~r r.ew empowerrr,ent zone in Clevelar::d. That's not a 
bad idea. Sow.a people say, we:: ...... e don't have enough money to 
create government jobS. for all thO-se folks, and the private sector 
....on't hire thell', if they have lill'.ited skills. So Ohio and oregon and 
a couple of other states oay, would you let us use the welfare check 
to give to employers -- say, okay, you're going to pay whatever 
you're going to pay at this job. This will replace some of what 
yo... ·;'l have ':.0 pay. Put these people to work. Give them wo!."k 
experience. Give them a chance -- give t~em a cha~ce to earn 
sor..e':.h~nq. 

Secretary Sha:ala thought it was a gOOd ldea, and so do 
T. These are the kinds of things being done all across America. 
Half' L~e country today, as of this day with this waiver, now h~lf the 
states ~re carrying out significant welf~re reform experiments that 
promote work and responsibility insteed of undermining it. ~en 
states are strengthening their chlld support enforcemen~, Nineteen 
are f!ndinq ways to insist on responsible behavior in return for 
help. Twenty states are proviain9'incer.~ives to fa~ilias to go to 
work, not st~y, on welfare, ' .. 

I think we Should'90 further and abolish this waiver 
system altogether in the welf~re reform. Instead, we should give all 
states the flexibility to do all the things that our waivers allow 25 
states to do tOday, so people don't have to come to Washington to 
ask.' (Applause.} 

But I would like to say ::'n this debate and for your 
ba~efit, especially those of you who have county responsibilities in 
thi$ area, we s~ouldn't forget that the need fer f:exibility doesn't 
stop at t:...e state level. We need it at !:he local level as welL 
(Applause. ) 

So we're naking G¢mQ headway on this welfare reform. 
But we've still got a lot of work to do. In January, I called a 
maeting at the White House with leaders from both parties and all 
levels of government to press Congress to get novlnq on welfare 
ref'Ont'. legislation. I spoke about it i:: the State of the Onion 
address, I wa~te~ the people who will write the legislation to ~ear 
fron people like you, so we had represen~atives from local government 
at this mee~ir.g. r wanted them to hear from folks who will have to 
put this legislation into action on the front lines. 

We all know the old system did too little to require
work, education and parental responsibility; that it gave the states 
tOQ little flexibility. The ori9inal Republican Con~ract prQPQsal
did give the state more flexihility, with SQne exce~~ons, in return 
for substantial reductions· in federal paynent.;s in future: years. But, 
like the prese~t syste~ and unlike: my proposal, ~he ori9inal 
RepUblican contract proposal was weak on work and parental
responsibility. And in terms of denying benefits to all welfare 
parents under the age of 1$ end their children, it was also, in my 
view, very hard on children. 

Now, the present bill in the Congress, as it stands 
~oday. as '",0 speak, contains real improvellents froll'. the ori9:inal 
contract proposal in the areas of work and parental responsibility, 
aut I think there are st~ll signiffcant problems wi~h it Which could 
undermine our ·co:r.tr.'lon goals, And in my v:ew, they still make the bill 
tOQ tough on children and too weak on work and responsibility. I'd 
1 ~ke to ta+k' a little al:'lout that, again, because there' a a .debate 
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still to be had in th~ House and tr.en when t~e bill gOes to.the 
Sene:ce. 

When we met in January, we agreed, Democ~ats and 

Rep'.lblioan& alike, that the ~ouqhest 'possible child support 

enforoement mus~ be a central part of welfare reform. If we 

collected all the mo~ey that deadbeat pare~ts owe, we could move 

300,000 mothers and over a half a million children Qff the welfare 

roles ill'Jllediately -- tQlT.orro\ol ~-. just with chi:..;! support collection, 

(Applause. ) 


So at that meeting, people from every level of 
government and beth parties agreed that while generally we want to 
move more of these decisions back to the state, we need national 
act~on on child support enforcement, and national stanctards, because 
30 percent of the casas where parents don't pay cross s~ate lines. 

The original ohild support provisions in the Contract ot 
the Republicans left out a lot Of the most effective means for 
finding delinquent parents, whiCh were in our welfare reform bill, 
i~cludin9 a system to track them across state lines, But to the 
oredit of the Republicans, they have recently included al~ost all our 
tough child suppo~t measures. And I appreciate it. 

There is more that we ought to do, I think, together. 
OUr plan calls on states to deny drivers And professional licenses to 
people who refuse to pay their child support. (Applause.) Now, 1 
know that's a tough idea, but let me tell you -- 19 states are doing 
that: today, and they' re collecting a lot more child support as a 
r.sult Qf it. SQ I hope that the Congress will join us to maka this 
proviSion also the law of the land. 

We've got to send a loud signal: No parent in America 
has a right to walk away from the responsibility to raise their 
children. That's the sig'nal; we've got to send it. (Appla~se.) 

Secondly, all of you know that the hardest and the most 
important part of welfare reform is movin9 people from welfare to 
work. You have to educate and train people. You've got to ~ke sure 
that their kids aren't punished once they go to work by losing their 
health oare or their child e~re. And then you've got to figure out, 
where these jobs are coming from. You know, I'm doing my best to 
lower the unemployment rate. but still, if there's unemployment in a 
given area, whare will the jobs come from?" Will the government 
provide them? If not, you have to do things like I described in the 
Ohio waiver. 

But this work has always been at the oore- of 'f.(,y
approach. I think what we want for eve~y American adult is to be a 
successful parent and a successful worker. When I proposed my plan
last year and when I was running for president, I said, if people 
nead help with eduoation, training or child oare so they can go to 
work, we ought to give them the help. But, after two years, ~hey 
should be required to take a job and <Jet a paYCheck, not a welfare 
oheck, if thera's a job availahle. There should not be an option.
If you ca~ go to work, you uunt. 

~ow, I know in their hearts this is really the position 
that most of the Re~ublicans in the co~gress agree with. Last year, 
162 of 175 House Republicans, inCluding speaker Gingrich, 
co-sponsored a bill that was similar to our plan on work in many 
ways. 3JJ.t. the plan t.hat they are currently conSidering in' the House 
doesnlt do much to support work. It would actually make it harder 
for many recip~ents to If,ake it in the workplace. 

Now, they wisely abandoned an earlier provision which 
~asically allowed a welfare recipient to qet around the work 
requirerr,ent l!.t(!!ra:::'y by submitting a resume. But their new plan 
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gives the states a pervarse inoentive to cut people off welfare. :t 
lets ~hem oQunt people as working if they were simply oct off the 
welfare rolls !or any reason and whether or not they have moved into 
a jo:O. 

;low, when people. just <jet ect ett witho'.:t goin9 to wo!"k, 
we know where they're likely to end up, don't we? On your dQQrstep, 
That's not welfare reform. That's jost shifting the proble~ fron one 
place to another. Now, we know that an inordinate number of people 
also who ~et off welfare without work skills, without chil~ care, 
wind up Tight back on welfare in a matter of a few months. Yet, the 
current Republican plan cuts child care both for people trying to 
leave welfare and for working people who ar working at lev incomes 
who are t~yin9 to stay pff o~ welfar~, ' 

Equally important, this new plAna removes any 'real 
responsibility for states to provide education, ';.raining and job 
p:acen~nt, though that is at the heart of getting and keeping people 
off welfare. In other words, these provisions on work effectively
repeal the Faml~y Suppor~ Act of 19a8 which was passed with the 
support of President Reagan and substantial Republicans in the 
conqress and ~ctu~lly did some good when the states ~mplemented it in 
9000 faith. ' 

Why? Because basically the new provisions are desig~ed 
to allow tha federal government to send less money to the states over 
time, and in retU];'n for $;"ving budget money, they're..... illing to walk 
away from tte standards necessary to move people from welfare to work 
walk away from the standards ~ecessary to move people ~rom wel!are ~o 
work. Itfs like a 10': o! t:hir.gs you can do around here -- it may
feel good for a year or two, but five years now we'll be hittipg
ourselves upside the head, sllyinq why have we got a bigger- ....elfare 
problem than'we had fiVe years ago. 

No..... besides the need to support work and tough child 
support enforcement, I also think there ara some other questions here 
-- questions of the treatment ot children, and addres$ing the 
problems of teen pregnancy. Three-quarters of the unwed te~n mothers 
in thie country end up on welfare within five years. We clearly need 
a national campaign against teen pregnanoy that sends a clear 
~ess.ge: It is wrong to have a child outside marriage. Nobody 
shou~d get pre9r.ant or father a child who isn't prepared to raise the 
chi~d, love the chi!d and take 'responS;'ibility. for the child's future. 
(Applause, ) 

I know the Republicans care about this problem, too. 
'This is not a partifl.an political issue., It is not It racial issue: it 
'is not an'income issue; it is not a regional issue. This issue is 
eatinljl the heart out of this country. 'lou don1t have to be in any 

particular politioal camp to know we1re in big trouble as a $ooiety 

if we're headed toward ~ dey when helf of All the kids. in this 

country are born outside.marriage. 


But sone aspects of this currer,-; plan ir. congress cou~d 
do nora harm than good. Our plan sends a clear message to young rr.en 
and women that mistakes have consequences, that they have to turn 
their lives around I that they ~ave to give their children a better 
Chance', We want teen fathers to know they'll spend the next 18 years 
paying child suppOrt. We want teen mothers to ~~ow they have to stay 
at home .... ith their parents or in an appropriate supervised setting 
and stay in school. And they have to implellent or identify thl)' , 
fathers. ! They don't have a &eparate check to go out on their own. 

Now, the Republican plan i~.Congress sends a different 
message to young people that's both tougher and we~ker. It says, if 
you make a mistake, you're out or. your owr., even it ttaans your likely 
to end up on welfa.re for 1i:e., It costs us .oven :rr,ore money down the 
road. 
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Now, in recent weeks, welve narrowed OUr differences, 
the Republicans and the .dmi~istratior.. in response to concerns tha~ 
have been raised hy people within the RepUblican Party. But their 
bill still denies -- now listen to ttis -- thair bill still denies 
any assistance to t$$n mothers under the age of IS and their children 
until they turn 18, and then leaves the states the option of denying
these benefits -permanently, as long -~ to a~yb¢dy who was ~nder Ie 
when they had a child. ' 

Now, I just believe it's Ii l\',istake to cut people off 
bec~~$e they're young and unmarried and they make a mistake. ~e 
younger you are, the nore likely you are to make mistakes, although I 
haven't notioed any absence of errors from those of us who,qet older. 
(La~ghter.) I think it's wrong to make small children pay the price 
for their parents' mistakes. r also'think it's counterproductive,
It's not in our interest. It will cost the taxpayers more money' than 
it will save. It's bound to lead to moro dependoncy, not lessT to 
mare bro~en families, not fewer; to more burdens on the taxpayers 
over the long run, not loss. 

Now, our plan is different, but it is tougher in some 
ways. It would say, if you want this check and you're a teenager,
you've got to live at home. Anq if you're in an abusive home you 
nust live in another appropriate supervised setting. You must s~ay 
in school. y~~ must identify the father of the child. So we're not 
weaker I :but ....e· re different. ' 

We also wan~ a national e~mpaign against teen pregnancy

rooted in our locel co~unitie$ that sends a clear ~essage &bou~ 

abstine~ce and responsible parenting. That is the clue, folks -- if 

we could g~t rid of that, ....e wouldn't have a welfare problem, and 

we'd be talkin9 about so~ething else in the next couple of years. 

(Applause.) . 


. Now, there are other provis.ions in 'this bill that I 

think are unfair to children, and let me just mention, for your 

information -- I think they!re really tough on disabled children and 

children in foster homes, and I think they ought to be modificd. 

A~d,'finallY, it is important to point out that under the guise of 

state flexibility, this plan reduoes future payments to states in 

ways that make states and children very vulnerable in tines of 

recessio~. or if their population is growing more tnan other &tatss. 


So •. basically, if we adopt this plat'. t.he way it is, it 

will say to you in your state, if times g'(!t tough, you' re on YOl.:.r 

o~T.. ! don't ~hink we should let bUdget·euccinq be wrapped in a 

cloak of welfare reform. We have.a national interest in the welfare 

of our childrQn. Let'e reform ....elfare. Let's cut the defici~. But 

let's don't mix up the two and pretend that one is the other. Let's 

put our chil~ren first. 


Let ne say that :t heve c01l'.e here today in the spirit of 
good faitn to try to outline these speCifics. You may not agree with 
me; you may agree with them. aut I wan~ you to know what the points 
of debate are. Again, I am glad ~e'ro discussing this. This is a 
big problem for Amerioa. And r believe in the end we can worK it out 
together as long as we remember what it's real!y apout -- again. the 
way you think ahout prohlelllsr you have a name, ~ h.es, and. a lif~ 
'r.is~ory.' That's what: WQ sometimes lese up here in Wa~hi:1gto!'l. 

I just want to close with this story. When! was 
Governor, 1 was trying to got all the other governors interested i~ 
welfare reforn. I once hed a panel at a welfare meeting in 
waShington. And I didn't even know how many governors would show up. 
Forty-one gQvernors showed up to listen to women on welfare, or women 
who.had been on we:faro, talk acout their lives. 

The~e was a woman there from my state, ana X was asking 
be~ questions I and I didn't know what her answers WeJ"B going t"o be - 
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letting ~e~ talk to the gover~ors, And! said, do you think it oug~t 
to be mandatory for people on welfare to be in these educa~ion and 
job place:nenta programs? She said, yes, I 00. I said, why? She 
said, because It lot of people like me, We lose,al: our self
confidence, we don't think we arr,ount '.::0 I:Iuch, a~d if you don't ~ke 
us de it wei:: just lay up /lr.d watch ~he soaps. But then I said, I 
asked her to describe her job, and she did·, And I said, ....nat's t~e 
best thing about having It jOb? She said. when ~y boy goes to school, 
and they ask him, what does your momma do for a living, he can give 

. an answer, (Applause.) 

So I want you to help us, because whether you're

Republicans or Democrats or black, brown or white, or liberals or 

conservatives. you have to deal with people with names, facos and 

life histories, We're up here dealing in sound bites trying to 

pierce through on the evenirtq"news. {Applause.) It's a big

difference. (AppIeue•• ) It's a big difference. 


This debate is about more than welfare. It'$ 'about who 
we are e& a people and what kind of· country we'll want to pass alonq 
to Qur children. It's about the dignity o! work. the bond Qf family,
tbe'virtue of res.pons.ibility, the stret'.gth of our commur.ities, tbe 
strength of our democratic ~alue5. 

This in a qreat American issue. And I still believe 

that all of us working together can advance ~ose va~uea and secure 

the !uture of our children, and make sure that no child in this 

coun~ry ever has to qrow up without those va~ues and the great hope

that haG made UG, all of us, what we are. 


Thenk you and God bless you. (Applause. ) 

END 11:06 A.M. EST 
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Fundraising for terrorism and lise of the 
U.S. bar.king systo:;m for transfers on behalf 
of such organi7.ations [11'1' inimical to Amer
ican interestS. Further, failure to tak", effec
tive action against similar fundraising and 
transfers in foreign countries indicate the 
need for leadership by the United States on 
this subject. Thus, it is necessary to p~'idc 
the tools to combat an~' financial support 
from the United States for such terrorist ac
tivities. The United States will usc these ac
tions 011 our part to impress on ~ur allies in 
Europe and elsc'Nherc ~he seriousness of the 
danger of terrorist fUilding threatening the 
~liddje E:L~1 peace process, and to encouragc 
them to adopt appropriate and effecti--e 
measures to ell! off terrorist fundraising and 
the harboring of terrorist assets in their terri
tories and bv their nationals. 

The mea'sures we are taking demonstrate 
our determination :0 thwart acts of terrorism 
that threaten to disrupt the \-liddle East 
peace process by attacking any material or 
financial support for stIch acts that may ('ma
nate from the United States. 

''''i1liamJ_ Clinton 

The White Ilouse, 

January 2.3,1995_ 


;\OT!;: Thi' m""age wa' r("lea'ed hy the Office 
of the Pre« S,><:retdJ}' on Januar;; 24. 

Address Before a Joint Session of the 
Congress on the State of the Union 

jllnUllnj 24,1995 

\-1r. President, \-Ir. Speaker, \-iembers of 
the 104th Congress, my fellow A[J]('ricans: 
Again we arc here in the sanctua!:' of democ
racy, and once again our democracy has spo
ken_ So let me begin by congratulating all 
of \'oU here in the 104th Congress and {'On
gratulating~'ou, \-Ir. Speaker. 

If we agree on nothillg elsc tonight, we 
must agree that the American people cer
tainly voted for change in 1992 and in 1994_ 
And as 1 look out at vou, I know how some 
ofyou must have felt i~ 1992. [L..-j~g/lterl 

I must sav that in both vears we didn't 
hear Ameri~a singing, we 'heard America 
shouting, And now all of us, Republicans and 
Democrats alike, must say, "We hear Vall, 

J Ar/ministwti"n ,if William J. ClintOil, 1995 

\Ye will work together to eanl the jobs you 
hal'e gi~-en us, For \\e are the keepers of a 
sacred trust, and we must be faithful to it 
in this new and very demanding era."' 

O,·U 200 years ago, our Founders changed 
the entire {'OurSe of human history by joining 
together to create a new country based on 
a Single powerful idea: "We hold these t!"llths 
to be self-eVident. that all men are t'reated 
",qual, endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable Rights, and among these 
are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happi
ness," 

Tt has fallen to elT'ry generation since then 
to preserye that idea, the American idea, :md 
to deepen and expand its Illf'aning in new 
and different times: to Lincoln and to his 
Congress to preselye tile Union and to end 
slaverY; to Theodore Roosel-elt and \\'oodrow 
\\,ilso~ to restrain the abllse~ and excesscs 
of the industrial revolutioll and to assert our 
leadership in the world; to Franklin Roo
sewlt to fight the failure and paUl of the 
Great Depression and to \\in om country's 
great struggle against fascism; and to all our 
Presidents since to fight the cold war, Espe
cially, I recall two who struggled tG fight that 
('Old war in partnership with Congre,ses 
where the majority was of a different party: 
to lIarr.· Truman, who summoned us to un
parallel~d prosperity at home and who built 
the architecture of the cold war; and to Ron
ald Reagan, whom \\e \\~sh well tonight and 
who exhorted us to carr)' on until the twilight 
struggle against coillillunism was won. 

In anotller time of change and challenge, 
I had the honor to be the first President to 
be electcd in the post-cold-war era, an era 
!llarked by the global economy, the informa
tion rel-olution, unparalle!ed change and op
portunity and insecurity for the Amcn;'an 
people. J came to this hallowed Chamber 2 
vears ago on a mission, to restore the Amer
ican dream for aU our people and to make 
sure that we mm-e iIlto the 21st ('",ntur.· still 
the strong",st force for freedom and d~moc
ra("~: in tl;e entire world. I was detennined 
then to t'lckle the tough problems too long 
ignored. In this effort I am frank to sav that 
(han.' made my mistakes, and I han' le~med 
again the importance of Immility in all 
human endeal-or. But I am also proud to say 
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tonight that'our ('Ountry is stronger than it 
was 2 years ago. [Applause] Thank you. 

Record numbers of-Americans are suc
ceeding in the new glohal economy. We are 
at peace, and we are a force for peace and 
freedom throughout the world. \Ve hal-e al
most 6 million new jobs since I became Presi
dent, and we have the lowest combined rate 
of unemployment and inflation in 25 years. 
Our businesses are more producti\-e. And 
here we have worked to bring the deficit 
down, to expand trade, to put more police 
on our streets, to give our citizens more of 
the tools they need to get an education and 
to rebuild their own communities. 

But the rising tide is not lifting all boats. 
While our ;-"'ation is enjoying peace and pros
perit)·, too many of our people are stil! viork
ing harder and harder, for less and less. 
\\'hile our businesses are restructuring and 
growing more productive and competitive, 
too many of our people still can't be sure 
of ha\ing a job next year or e,-en next month. 
And far more than our material riches are 
tllreatened, things far more precious to us, 
our children, our families, our values. 

Our cilillife is suffering in America tociay_ 
Citizens are working together less and shout
ing at each other more, The common bonds 
of community which have been the great 
strength of our country from its very begin
ning are badly frayed. What are we to do 
about it? 

\lore than 60 years ago, at the dawn of 
another new era, President Roose\'elt told 
our :"\ation, ":\ew conditions impose new re
quirements on Government and those who 
conduct Go,-ernment." And from that simple 
proposition, he shaped the ;\ew Deal, which 
helped to restore our ~ation to prosperit)· 
and define the relationship bel:\veen our peo
ple and their Government for half a century. 

That approach worked in its time. But we 
today, we face a I-ery different time and \'ery 
different conditions. \\'e are mOling from an 
industrial age built on gears and sweat to an 
information age demanding skills and leam
ing and fleXibility. Our Government, once a 
champion of national purpose, is now seen 
by many as simply a eaptil-e of narrow inter
ests, putting more burdens on ollr citizens 
rather than equipping them to get ahead_ 

The values that used to hold us all 
seem to be coming apart. 

So tonight we must forge a new sO( 
pact to meet the challenges 'of this 
we enter a new era, we need a lie 

understandings, not just with Go\' 
but, e\'en more important, with one 
as Americans. 

That's what I want to talk \lith )"\ 
tonight. I cal! it the ;>;ew Covenant. 
grounded in a very, very old idea, 
Americans have not jllst a right but, 
responsibility to rise as far as their C 
talents and determination can take ti 
to gi\e something back to their com 
and their count!}' in return. Opportl 
responsibility: They go hand in h, 
can't have one \lithout the other_ 
national community can't hold togetl 
out both. 

Our 0:ew CO\enant is a new set ( 
standings for how we can equip all 

to meet the challeTtges of a new e 
how we can change the way our Co\' 
works to fit a different time, and, a 
how we can repair the damaged bon· 
society and come together behind { 
man purpose-. \\'e must hal'e 
change in our economy, our Gov, 
and ourselves. 

~1\" fellow Americans, \'ithout r 
parl)"" let us rise to the occasion. u 
aside partisanship and pettiness an 
As we embark on this new course, I, 
our country first, remembering thai 
less of party label, we are all Americ 
let the final test of e\er)'thing we 
simple one: Is it good for the Ameri 
pIe? 

Let TIll' begin by saying that we ca 
Amencans to be better citizens if WI 

better servants, You made a good 
passing that law which applies to ( 
all the laws you put on the pri\"at. 
and I was proud to sign it yesterday 
hal-e a lot more to do before peof 
trust the way things \lurk around hel 

.times as manv lobb~;sts are in the str 
corridors o( Washington as were 
)'ears ago, The American people 1001 
Capital, and they see a city where I 
connected and the well-protected ( 
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, system, but th{l iU1eR'St; of ordinary cit! bllfcauel'ad<>S.. The Sew CoH.'lunt wav 
s are often left 001. shollld sbift the.(~ reWUfreS and decision. 

o\s the fleW Congre~,~ opt'"llcd its doors, lob· nmhng [ro:n bllreauCf3ts to dtiu:ns. fnj~'{'t
Is were still doing business ru; mual; the iug choice (lJ'ld compelition. and indi<idua! 1'.:
~, the trip:., all the tn[ngs lhal people are sponsibility iIltu uationai policy, The ukl \\'11)' 

:wcmed about haven't ~toppt.'(l. Twke this of !;l",:erning around bere actually St<t'HR'd to 
nIh you !nim-d OppOitltWUes to $top these l"e'vard failure'. The Xew Covenant ~\1W 

~tices. I know there ""'etc other l"'Omioor ~hould ha'l! bllilt-in inertnllV(jl 10 rcw:.\fd ~uc
,s in tIlme voles, but I ....'lInt l(lllse W'ffi('- cess, The oid "'"ily W;\$ centr:lliu.>ti herc in 

fig that I've heard my RepubliOin fnf'nd, '\·~hill¢on. l1lf.' Z\.e<>" Covt;'na.nt WdV lUlisl 

from time 10 time, '"There doesn't haH! take hOld in the communities all' across 
be!l law fOf c-eJ';thlng,- So- tomght I ask Americn. And we sho.uld help them to do 
;1 to just SlOp Illking the Iobh,ish' perks_ that. 
I ~top. We don't h.we to wait for legtsla Our job bf're is to' e:o:pand opportunity. no! 
n to pal' 10 send ;.\ strong: Signal to the burealJ!:rary. to empo-"'er people 10 make the 
!lericAn people- th~t thttlg~ are really chan)!. rum;! of their ;m."n Ihe5, and to enhance our 
:. But I also hope you ....iil send me the S('(1Jnh· here at home and abroad, \\'c must 
onge'S.t posS1b\(' lohby relOrm bill, and rl1 nm ask ('"_~rnmf'nl to do what we should 
;n that, tOO, ';0 for O1Jrrekcs. We ,hould rely on Go\'t'rn
We should require fobb~istJ to leU lhe men! :liS a partner 10 help u!. to do d~nt fot 
op!c for 14..nom tne\-' v,Qrk what they're oursdw~ and tor each other. 
nding, wllat they W1m\. We ~h(N.tld also I hope very l1Ioch that as "e deb.\le the5.! 

rb the role of big looney In d('(."tiolls by specific and &l'..itlng lIlaltt~r~, we em go he· 
pping tile C()~t of campuigTl$ Mld limi\ing: )'1:lfld the sterile d)scu~$ion betw1'\lll the illu· 
~ influence of PAC'$. Ana ns I havc ~iltd sion that there h "mnebow a program for 

3 yenn, we ~hO\)ld w()(k to Opel1 thc air· every pmblem, on Ihe one band, and the 
LyeS m Ihat IDey eml be ;m instrument nf olher illUSion th\\t the CovCnllnC!lt is a 
mocmcy, nol a weupon of d~lmction, by SOII!"Cf' (» e,-ery problem we bwl'. Our job 
ing frt'11 TV lime ro candido.!es for public is to get rid of }~·~terd;ly·$ (,.o\'eT!l1ll1!nt :vi 

ticc-. tbat olJr "",·n people em\ met'/ l<l(\;)Y'S allJ 
\\'hen the last Cungr0Ss killed IX)liticai re I,mlonow's needs, And we olH!ht 10 do i! to

:m !:ut year, il wa\ reported in tht' pres); b«:thel, 

1I the lobbyh:~ lK"tuaily stood in the Halls YOIl korn.. , for n!Jr\ before J ru>eame J>n'~j· 


this sacred bmldmg and ehN1rcd, Thlr. dellt.l heanl other~ $;lY they would rut Gov. 
:II, lefs give the rolh at bome something erllment and how lw.d. it was, but Ilot much 
ch("(traooul. happMled. We actually did it, We cut milt 
."lore lmportilnt, 1 think ""1:': Jl111grl"t' that a quartur of a trillion doUM$ in spenrting • 
: have to change the way tIll" C",,'emment more trum 300 domeslic progfll11l~, more 
Irks. Lefs make it sm:Jler. If;"'I~ COS!\v. ann thaD 100,000 posilioll~ from Ihe F .. dl~r.ll bu· 
latter; lealler, !lot rrWllncr {Appfcuse} reaucracy in the hut 2 yeMs ftiQne. £lased 00
1 jllst told the Speaker the equal time doe declsioll5 alread~· made. we Will have ('111 a 

ne is I1lh1:': and well. iLmI~hferJ total of mol"{' th~ u quarte.r of a mllliOJl po!li. 
The Xew Covenant approacb 10 governing tions from the Federal Co'·emmelit. <t\,\king 
;\.\ d.iif~rent from the old b\lreal!Cratic \\"$V it the sma.Uest it has been slue-c John ~en
the oompuler is from tht!' manllal type:. nL.Jv .....as: President. ir.' the time I «Im1! here 

iter. The old wayef governing around here ap10 next ~·~ar. ' 
oteetro orgal\lu:d intcn'Sis. We should Unclel the leadclsiuj> of Vice President 
)'k out for the iott!'resl$ of oMinaty people, ('.ore. our initiatives h(wc aheJdv sn\'W tax· 
Ie old way d~ided 1.IS by interest, roostltu· pa}'e1"S S&3 billion. The age of th~ S500 bam· 
,C'o', orcbss. ne !\'e\.... Cmenant \ .. tt,,· shollid meT and.lhe ashtray you can break on ··Dn\id 
Ilte dS behind a oomfnon vision of wh$.r5 Lettt'/1n:w~ is gone, Deadwood progl1l\l1$, 
'tt ltlr our oo(m!ry, The old war di.pemed lih· mohu,1f subsidies, are gQI\C, We·\'(~ 

I"vice1l through laf'gf', to{rdown, inflexible \treamlillt?fl the Agriculture Department by 
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ret1Uf'mg It b... (1[0[(, than 1.:moolTin'~, \\'(,,\'f' 
slashed'the '"mall bU5ille~~ !oon fQrm fmm 
an inch thiek to a Single page. \\"e\t~ tllroWIl 

aWAy dw Gmerrm1enl"s IOJIOO'pag'" 1lt.~l"\O'I
ncJ mamwt 

And the GO\l.·ronu:ml is working better ill 
important w:lys; FE:-'1A, til!" Fed/'ra} Emer· 
gency Iolanagemetlt Agcncy, hl1~ golle frolll 
being 3 diSllStef to helping pt'Upl(' in dilffilf
ten, '1'ou can Ask Ihe faT!Her\' in the ;\hddle 
Welit who. fought the flood thl,te or tIle pe0

ple in California .....ilo have dealt with floods 
and ~arthqtlakes and fires, and the.'"1l tell ~'()~j 
that. Go..ernment '\'()rk~r\, wo~~ng lund III 
hand ,11th pti\';}If' bmines~, J"ehuih soothem 
Califoll,ia's fractured frt"ewa\"'~ 1[1 R~'Ord un\(' 
am.l. uncler bvdget, And bec;ure Illc f''t·denl! 
(;O\-t'mmenl n;u;..d fas!, un but one of the 
5,600 M:hooh damaged in the carthq(l;lkc are 
h3Ck ill husiness, 

;.;Ow. there are 11 lot of Qlh",r thiugr; :hut 
I (."Odd talk aoout. 1 \\allt In just 0110:1110:1 
one nM',1uS(' ,~ will be dl$('u~W'(II1t";'C:;. ill the 
ne.\~ f.:,,\I' ",~ks. I!mVerslt,· ,tdl!!iUl~tralDrs an 
O'Cr lhe co!mlrv ha",,' tol~l me tit;)! the\· me 
~a\illg WC1.:M and weeks or b1.,n .. \\ln..lit:' tiaH' 
llO"" ltl'C:lu~e of om din:ct l"'OlIeg.e !nan pro· 
l?l'1lnl, which male.o; rolll'ge I()a!l~ dH';)PI~r alld 
!no~ :.fford:1hle WIth hetkr rcpaymrHI '''ntH 
fOJ $lUde'tt~. COits tfH~ (;mcmment lc~~, ;:;on 

eulS Oul p.:ip~n"ork £md hure<lU1..'I;lci for th(' 
Go\'~rnfllent allu for the uni'{'r$itl~S, Wr. 
shouldn"t CJ? lhllt progr;Hn, We should gin~ 
n\'er;' i:.'<:lHege in Ameri~a the oppor"hmit)" to 
lw a part of It 

l're~ious Government programs g<tlhcl''C"d 
dllit. The re'fl\eOllng Con~mmt'liI n:potl h 
gcttm~ resll!rs, ,\no v.e're not through. 
11Iere·~ gOing to be a M'COnd roulld Ilf 
rcinvenling Gm'ennnrnL \\'e pmpmt: to rut 
$130 hillion in spendlllg by shrinking depart. 
ments. extendin~ out free<:e Oll domestic 
speruling, ruitUlg 60 public itOU$i11g pro
grams d;m.n ro 3, getting rid ofover 100 pro· 
gmm~ we do not nf'r't:i, like the InteN;tJ.w 
Commerce Commluioll and t.he Helium Rc
serve Program, And """ore working <m getting 
rid of UIH!t.'Cessary regulations (lml making 
them more sensible. The program.~ alld rego
!at\(lnS lbat ha\l~ uullrv.."'; th("ff usefulrl(.~,\ 
shoold go. We have to (:Ilt y<:~terday·5 (;(n..• 

emment 10 help soke tomorrow's probJem~. 

And \\;;' [IN'.:i In g!'1 Cmernlllt"hl <::10 

to tlw p('()rl~' il"5 ml',WI IU serve. \\'e IV 

to lidp mOl(; progmUls dowu 10 Illt~ po 
,\ll('n' SI!lI.,~ (ll1d roHldlHllities nnn. pH,'. 
dti.run\ in the prh-ate $l'Ctor ct\.I1 do a ~I 
jnll, jf dwy {'"all d<l it. IH!' oUj!ht m let tb. 
dO it. We should gN (),j( of lhe way;'md 
them do whllt 111I"V (';in do heuer. Tak; 
pOWf'r lM1i.y from F"('1lcral bureaUCl3:t'WS 11 

giviog: it lJ.1tk to rommunili('s and Iflfbidu 
1'1 '«)u\Nhing every!n"", ~houtd be tlh!e to 
fOf. 

If$ 'imf~ for CO!If!,f(,H 10 ~top pa~5ing 
to the States (1)(' ('(;lSI of (h'('i~!ons we [Il; 

b,:N.' In \\,;;t~hinglOn I kpO\\· therc are ~ 
scriow, .:liff\·wn('t~~ o\(~r the d(:laih of the I 
fUlldc'd mmulJit's It·gi~6tion. but I wnot 
work with yon 10 mak"(' Slln~ we pa:5$ 11 r(\)$( 
pbl!; hill \\hich .,.,.i!t pro!('('1 tlie 1l;;tlkm,,1 m: 
C\t~ :lml gi\C JUSTln,'l! rdief whO?rt" hi' Ii\' 

to !';i\e It, 
i'-or }",!ts, COl1gH>''S- mn{'{':.!ed In ! 

«",n'\ of Pl!t spt"n<ling projecl5. L 
""ar ••"', IIQ tlim'r!'llft". TIR'H! '.\'<15 l! $1 11 
iilJll 10 ,tlldy str\·~~ ill plan!; and 512 willi 
ror a {kk n~mov;ll program til.1! ,lIdn', \Hj 

It', \i,lf{llo f<'Hlo.e li('k~, Th~ of tiS' W 

J1;\\ ,! lind tlWIl. know. [L/lu~!'I&rl nul I'll ! 

}UlI sO!1wlfu!lg:. if )on'1\ gJw' me line-it, 
",,:In, ]'11 r<'lI1ff'l' ';{lIH,' of that (mlH.'U:S\1 

~pt'luli[lg, 
HIH I dlink w~ \I..wld fill rcmcml~f,;;t 

almo'! 1111 or liS "odd agn~.., tll1'lt GO"t:l 
!!lcnt still hil~ impmtillli rnpou\ibiljtie~. C 
}'QOllg ?,'Ople-wc slmlild. thInk of this wb 
we ('ut--our yOln)g Ilt:'Op\e bold (IHf futl 
in Ihl'lr h;l>vk Wc qjIJ rn.\.'(" a deLI 10 t 

\'Ct<~T;1$lS, Arid ou.r ~t'nlm dti7.em h<l'·e nlU 
us what we are, ;\'0"<", HI}' btldget ,:uti a } 
Bllt it prol<'t'h roue'4tiOIl, \(~Wr;;r,n'i. $octil ~ 
CUrl1)" ;Jllel ~h-dic.1re, ,mil I hopt~ \"ou ~, 
tlo the $ilmc tlling You 1hould. and I ho 
HlI! 1.1.;11. 
, "nd when we ght, lnort' n~lbility to t 

$t<ltes. It'! \I';; relnclnber that there are t'em 
(undamental llalkmaJ l)t'H1S thal ~h(lll!d 
addr-cs'l"d ill (weJ}" Slale. :-;:0110 ;tnd :mill 

East (Ittd West, IlDlllunilalitlll agailil'\.1 ehli 
hood disr?:a~e. school lllfl('hcs ill :ill 0 
sdWQk lI(.'ad Start, mt'(lical caN' alld nnt 
lion fm prcgl1.1nl women ;lnd inf;'mts-In 
pllIliwi-llwdic<lJ e;)(I,' tllld mltritiOll for pn 
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the 5)'5km, but the interests of ordinmy <:iii bllrem.wriK'i... ". The l".,.,' Co\t'nat\t way 
z;eo~ arc often I~~ft out, should "hift th(',e ft..'SOI1I'CCS ;llld ·decidon

As the lIt'W Coogmss of"t'ned ils door~, lob, malinl!: from bure;;.ocml~ 10 ('(llullS. injel't. 
b:-i\f~ 'werl! $till doing bll~uw!>~ ns usuAl; the Ill.!!: choire anri cumpctiljon and inrthidll:;iJ re
gilts, the trips, all the Ihings Ilml people nu' jpo!l~ibil.ity into rw!iouaJ poli()'. The old way 
cunoomed about Illnen't HOPped. T...ice Ihi~ of gc.:nerning around I!cre' actually seemed to 
month you missed opportunities to sWp these :ewartl failure. TIle SL'W w'cmml wa\' 
practk'e~. lhrow tlwrc ,o:cre other consider ,11OI.,ld h:;rrt> huilt-in inrenthes to rc....·(lH:1 $l)C~ 
ations in tholfe' otcs, but I w.m\ 10 u.e ~ome· ""CH, nlC old ""';IX \\'m' l"enlrali7.t~ hen' in 
thing that l'q~ Imart! my Rc-publiCJn fJieru.l:l\ \\·a5blllgton. The'Xev.· Conmant 'way must 
$;"(" iron; time to tim.;:, -ncrc doesn't have lake hoW in the comrrm1'litiC$ all aerm;" 
to"be a law for e'c!')thing," $0 tonight I ask America. And we ~hould Ilelp dwm 10- do 
you to just \tOp taking the 10bb)lus' perh, th<1.t. 
Just slop We d'JH't ha,·c to \\,;)11 for Jegisln 001 job hCle 1$ to t'\p:md opporhl!litv. nut 
lion to pa!i.$ to &end 0 strOllS ."gnaJ 10 the hUR';(luel.K')" to eml'lOWeT rA.'oph~ to Inn'<, thc 
Am,"rlc;m pt.'"Ople that things are real!rehnng. mo~t of th",lr OWIl W"''', ::Ind to \'lIhJlI\cC Girt 
mg, nut I also hepe you "'ill ~<!nd me the security hete ui home- and ahfO;d. \\'c mll~t 
~~nmgest possible lobhy reform bill, and I'll not :I..~k Go\'ernm~nl to 110 what we 5t:ould 
Mgu that, too. d() for ourseh'Cs. We should rely OIl ('"ovem, 

We should rt"<ll.lirc lobb\"bt5 tD It'll lhe merit as ::I partner to help us to do more for 
people for WhOf~ they wo'rk v:hat: they're ournekes and for each other, 
spendh% wlutt they want. We should aiM) 1 hope vel)" luueh that as we debate the!e 
('urb Ihe .ole of b~ rn<mC}' In elecfions by ~pecifie- and exciting matters. we can go 00
capying the cost o. cmtlpaigns (lnd limiting yond Ihe sterile di5cm5ioo he-t\veen tbe illll~ 
the influence of PAC's, And as , haH' 1i:IK1 s1o!1 ~hllt there is somehow a program fOf 
for 3 ,)'C<lf'S, we £hrn.,ld Wl)fk to open the tlil C\'el)' pl'Qhlem, on the onc hand, alld the 
""lln~$ so that they {'an he (In lnstrument of Other illvsion that (he Co<emme-~tt is a 
demc)Cra(y, not a wcapon of d«truction, by sovr«- of <:'<'Cf" problem we h,we. Our job 
giving free TV ti.me to c:mdidat('il; for public is to g<'1 rid of Ye!lc.day's C.o\'crn.mcnt w 
oiflC{'. that Om own p('"(lple Nil) meet looay's ano 

When tht> wt Congress bUcd pohtkal re lmnOlTOW's nCe'(k And we ought to d<> it ttJ.. 
fnnn lasl year, it was reportc(1 in thfl press gether. 
Ihal Ihe lobbyists aetuaU), stood in the HtI!l'l You kno\l!.ltlTyc.'<1fS beforo! l:K-aun~ Presi· 
of this ~ncn~d builolog lind cheer<"d. Th\~ dent. 1 hp..;\rd oth.:rs S,I)" th ...,y W(:>\1!d CHI Gov
year, let'! giHi the fo]k~ (It home somL'thiog efOment and how had it \~~.IS. b~JI Hut much 
to cheer about. happened, \\'/'l aetHally t-lid it. We cut o"-oCr 

~jore impol1unl, I think we (lll.lgrcc that :t quJrter of 11 trillion dl.lJbr5 In $pendillg, 
'l.VC hm'e 10 ehangfl the w:ly the Cow'romen: mOH~ than 300 Ooole>tic prognlln~. llwre 
>,!,orb. leI's make il smaller, le1$ oo~II\', and Ihan 100,000 positions from tIlC Fetleml btl· 
Nmartet; ieaner, llollrtCancr.IAJll!Wusel rt'TI.urrnC\' in the last ::! vea~ alone. OO~t'(' (Ill 

I jusl fold the Speaker thl1 eqlul time doc deN510nS already mad~,. \Ve ",1] ha"c cuI a 
trine i~ rul\lC and well. 1I...llughtul [ot,,1 of ITIQre thull a l.[lHlmf of a million ~i

The S'ew CO\'f~nrmt appn.w:h to gmcrning tions from (he Federal ('''''-enlmcnl, making 
is as diffcf(:l1\ fWIll the old hUfe;).lJNat!(' \.\';1\' it the ~maJlc~t it has OOe!l since John Ken
as the computel i.s from the fllllllUaJ type ned" was Pre~ldenl. hi, the time I eQ!OO hem 
"'riler. The old \\.-ayofgovcm'mg nroUIld here ag:tln oe:rt\-ear. ' 
protet:ted wgllub:ed intcre:'h, We should ~ Under the leadership or \'k't- President 
look out for the inlerests of ordinary fW'Oplfi. Gore, aur iibliatlws ha\'e alwady saved tjlJ(· 

The old ..va)' divided us by interest, con~titu payers sro billioll, The age or the S500 ham· 
enC\', orem The !'\C\.\' COH'rumt wav sh(luld me! and the ashtrnv \Ull C;1n break 011 "D'l\id 
unif~ tiS behind a comm.on \iSlol'l of what's Le!temHUt" is go~e, Ik3d',l.1:KX.l programs. 
best for OUf counhy. The ok! way disperu,(..) like /iwhair 51ibsidies. ure golle. W{)\"e 
r.enU$ through lMge, t<rrd0\\011. [oflexible streamlined the Agriculture Depnrtlnent h)' 
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redllcingit byH\(IH'lblll.200om~. We\'!: ,\tld WI' lU'1'1:1 to fWt (;;'J:n~mmcnl 
~la!'!l('d the smaU hmhW$~ loan fOfm from tu the fwoopte it's m'::.\l\I to ~1:J"\e. \\" 
.In iru:>jJ thici.. to:) sil1g;),' p."IF-P- Wf'\~' Ihrt>'l\11 10 iw!p 100'1,,' progr',jlJl~ (lO'ln~ 10 Ihl 

aw;t,)' Inc C>O\~rIlI1WJlt'~ IO,iXlO-page !*,!SOrl "ht'I~' St.l(,''> and 'rommllniti('j ,\I,d 
nd m;:uHlal. (';tj7{'n~ ill Ihl' pmilt.· '1X-IOl" (";\11 do il 

Apd till! GO\emllWut rl workin!: bettf'f in Joh. If llic.\· crt.) .h it. WI' ull!!.ht 10 1(' 
important ways: I-~E~i.A, th~ Ft'd,:-ml El"fj("l do ;1. We ~huuld get om of the \\a~ ; 
ge~' .\ta:ugnnM( Agf'n'1". bH\ goue from tlH"m ,io whnt tlw\' Gm lin betlc-r. ' 
of'mg a rtisustt'r I() lldpillg 1:>('Opl~ in OI~j,S !'K:)\w'r ')\\1}~' fmm ,/(.o('la1 !mr .. aucraci 
ten. i'ou can a$k the farmers II) tn... !o.1iddJe giV"il)g it bark to <'O<!l!lllmltw<; anrl indi 
\\'es\ who fellght the flood there or the peo !, somf'lhil1g t..'H'I}'rulfl ;hOllld Uf' ;lhl, 
pie in G1llifomia who lmve 0(';111 With floods for 
1lod t>arthquakc> and Uf<':I, .'!1-d they'lI tdJ It's tim ... fur Congress to stop p.ilS~ 
thai. GOlemHh'nt v.orll'rs. \\orkillg h,mo in (0 the Statel th\) co~t of decisiOfh ....." 
hand witb pr1\'a\t" bU$illn~, rdnih routhem )wn' ill \rashington. I know IhNC " 
Califomia'g fnlctllf(,d ff\"~'WiW~ in [('('()rd time spnOll5 tli ff,~n~nc('\ (jI 'cr the tll,tuils of t 
(l!ld UUdl"f bt,d~L And bet';nsc the F...dNal f\!ll\lcd w;mda!{'> h"gtsLw(Hl, bUI I " 
Co\emmt"ni moved f~t, ;oll hut one of the wurk with yml 10 m;.lk" Slife we P:I,S a , 
5.600 \Chools damaged in the (,arth!jlmke are ahle bill whit:!; '>'<ill proh'"('l the n;Ulon:l 
back in busin{'ss, I1StS :Iud gl\'t" JUMit1l"d retitlf wheN' w. 

O'\ow, there are a lot of mlt;:>T thin~ thar 10 row it 
I oou\tl talk about. r want to JUSI mention ~'OT wur~, C'J':)flJ(f(~"S wnce.:ded 
one bet-,iUM! it will he disru"setl here in the bud!,!,,! «......n·s or 1>1:1 ~Fl>(mdi!>g projt,(·t 
Ill:'xt few wct:h. Unh'crsit... .uiml!iistrJtor~ all \'f",tr \\';.\$ no rtiIfetL'Ht"e, Tht'"w \'1\S .Il. : 

O\'er the C<luntr" hj,\1,> told lire that thev <'IW lion to stndy ~Ir{'ss ill pLmu ;lIln Sl.2 : 
~,(l\·ing w~ks and week!. of bureaucratic'l!tnJ;' fo. a tick removal progmlll dM,t didn'l 
IIDW u«,;tuSe of oer direct wlJege Io,m pro It's bard 10 H'l»O\'t~ tich, 'I1!<')'re of 1 
gram" which makcsl'Ollege lonll'l cheaper 3nd 11m e had thNH bO\\.·, {J..I.w~;htf"rl But 
more affordable \~illl !X'Ul."r rcj».'Hlent !c:rm you ~mething, ir )'0\1'11 P'YC" Inc lin 
for ~lIldnllts, roSH the Go""'rnltlelll less, and \Clo. l'n relJ)Q"c" MHlH! [) 111M !10m" 
('uts mit papc(\\olk and hUf<;:lutCr:.cr for tbe' \JX'fldillg. 
(',(WBmnwnt and fur the uni'·ers\tj('~. \Ve But I IlliHk 'W \lj(1old all rf1ll'l<'mb. 
Shooh.i1I't cap dllU program, Wt' should gi\c dm()~t 1111 of u" would agrrx'. that G 
eve!)' C()!lel~\~ ill "pmrie:! Ihe opportu!)i':' 10 mept .till!:a, important n~~poll~ibiiiti, 
he a purt o{it. }'oullg p''Opl(·-we ,hollid think of !hi· 

Plc"irms (;o..-crnm,'111 pmgr.lnlS g;t:hnLxl we nlt~JIf young p'"()pk hold om 
dmt. The rein\'t,nting Gmenlloenl repo'ft is ill li)('it ltands, \\'t~ sill! (}\~'{: a debt 
getting resuhs, And \\e':f' llnt through. \f'te(,trl$. And Ot;f smlior d:izcns han 
Th,"re's gOlng to bC' u \('<"Olld round of us whllt we arc. :':01.11. my budget cuI 
re;:I<H'lIting C()WrtlllH'nt, \\'l~ proP(til" tv nIl But it pmj{,<:!s (,(j,I(,Uion, yl'!l·,au5. S()< 

SI30 billion in spending by ~hrinkmg dep<lrt C~!lity, 1Ind ,\tf'rlicare" (It1cl I 1!.!.lpC :1 
menls, ('x!cnding rlllr rwc~(' on oonwshc do the ,aln;)' (I.illg, rO~1 shollld. mal 
spel1(Jiag. {"ul:ting 6G public housing. pr(J~ l'tm \,iJL 
gram!> (lown to 3, geUin)! rid ofO\.'eT 100 pro , AI»:l when W(~ ghe more D"xibilfty 
grams "'C tin nol neN!, hi..e the Interstat{' Stnt('<l, let us felm:miwr Ihat there.an'" 
CommerreCommiHloll. and Ihe Hc1h!rn Rc fundamental natmnal llet'<1$ thOot sho 
~et\'e l>rogrnm. Alld "''t,',e workin~on gMting ndd(('~1t'd in e,er'" State. ;-';orlh and 
nd of unn/X"CSSlfy regulations .-\tId Jititkj~ E::c;t and W('s:: h~lIlunil."\tioll againsl 
lhem more seMbte. The programs and rego bo()(1 di.<;eru;.e. M:hool IU1\Che~ in a 
lations dut ha,\e outli\cd t1H~ir uo.efulnc% scbools. Head Start, IH.."f1kal enre and 
shollid go, We ha\e to <Jut y<'5terruy"s G()\'. lion fur pregnant IH,:l(l\en and inrunts 
cmrnt"nt to bdp rolve tomt:>rfO\\"S problems, IlhluSlt}-m;:>dlell.l e;lfe and nulritioll fo 
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)(t than we ('Ollio ehew. So fm ;cl.;j1l2 vuu 
\! \/o'i! work together, Let's do it step' hy 
p, l..et'$ do whatevcr \';,"t:! lm~'e to do to g('1 
llfllhing don,., Lds !It It,ast pass meaomlC

ilhUfancv lefQfW so th;)t no Amerk-an 
b losing co\'crage fOf facil)g >\.,..yrockct~ng 
ce, that llobod~' lo:w.s their cQ\:er;t~(' Of'. 
lse tiler fare high prlcf!~ or IIn3,·.ailablf:" li'l
~mft' when they dltlngc job~ or lose a job 
l\ family member gnts ~i('k. 
[ \.\'aJ1l to ""1lrk together wlth all of )1l11 
o ha\t~ au interest iu this, with the Demo 
,ts wllO workC'd on It Iusl liml:'. ,\ith the 
public,m leaden like Senator Dole, who 
, 11. kmJtlime commiUmml 10 health care 
orm alul m>'lde rome COO$t)'1Ictive pwpru
in lhi!; area last year. We ought to make 

-e thaI selfi~mpioyed p<.'Op!e in small busi
;'~C5 can buv iusuntoce at more alTordahle 
t.'5 thnruv,h ~oluntary pnre!ms;jng pools, We 

to help families plVoid.e long-leon care 
a ~ick parent or a disabled child. We can 

r1 to help 'h1lrkrn who Io:se th.eir jobs .at 
5t keer.lheir health insurance f..'I'..'IH~rage for 
ear W lile ther look for -work. And We" Cat; 
d a way- --it may take some time, but we 
! find a \\",)\'__10 make sure that our chil
!n have he~llth rare, 
I'ou know, I think evcrybody in this room, 
hout regard 10 party. C;)1l be pHmd nF the 
I that ollr counlry Wilt rJleO !l.~ hl.l\lng the 
rid's ITIOSt prodUCh\c l'C"OI\O:ny for the nf~l 
Ie in ONd)' it tl&-::1tie, Bul we can't be 
IUd of the !"ik:t tllat we're the only v:e-.tlthy 
.ut;.- in the world thaI hM a Mn;Uler pe;
ltag~ of the work foree and thefr children 
h heahh Imuranw today thall We! did 10 
.rs. :11':0, the lasl time "e wt're rhe !Host 
i>duetke !"COllOm\' ll1 tbc "''(IrM- So !ct', 
rk togMher on dlls- It is too importllllt for 
ilips a~ USu"). 
,Iuch of whal the American p~'Ople arc 
<1k!ng about tonight L~ what we'H~ alreud...· 
,00 about A lot of pwple think thnt tbe 
uri!)' roncems of Amer:it-.i today are eu
.n. int(;'rnal to our borders, Thev relate to 
, ~,(;,I!rity of our jobs and our homes !.Ind 
• incomes and our chlldren, our street!>, 
. health. and p!ote(1illg lhose bomen:. 
w that the cold war has pmist'd, if!> 
,to believe that -all tht" security iisues, 
, po.1-,ible exceptiOrt -of traCe, resldc here 
horrL But it's not 50, Our security still 

(h~penu$ I1flO» OHr fXmtinu..d world IC,uWr· 
ship for {WX'e ,lad freedom and d~mOt't:!C~" 
We:Hill C1)1I't lw strong at home III11e55 ""c're 
strong abroad, 

11\c nwu-,tia} eris~s i[l '\le\lro is a c;lie in 
point. 1 know iI'~ Ilot popllhtr tu !l..l) it tonight, 
but \\'t' h.we to act, Ilot for the :o.le.\ic<ln p<~o, 
r[e bllt for the ~nk(' of the million~ of Atneri
can~ whose Ij\elihoods are ti<-'(l to .\Iexiro's 
well·being, If We want to secure Amerk.m 
jobs, prerer\'t.' American exports, ",""lfegu~rd 
America's borders, fhf':11 we. must P;lSS the itt!

bilimtion progr.tm and help to put .... Ic\ioo 
bnck on track. 

;\ow lei me- rep<""at, II's not a loon: if~ oot 
foreign ;lid: il'~ IlOt a hmlol.t WewiU bCb-ivcn 
!l gU;lul"IIC't' hkc COMgnmg" note, "'itl! guod 
collM<.lr,.lthat will m~'C! ou; rJ~h. This Icgis. 
!alton h Ihe righl thmg fOl Au,enC'.!, 11m!'! 
'-1.1,)' thc bip.trtis.1Tl If"udcrship hJS 5llpport-ed 
it. Aud 1 hopt' yon in C<.mgres$ ...ill pw.~ it 
qUickly. II is in our 1nterest, ~lnd we (.'all ex· 
pl;lltl It to the AmCflC\'\1I people bcc:mst" 
we'n~ going IOdo it in the riglll "''llY. 

YOu kfl(M, tonf!!ht, this b the first Stale 
of Ihe Unil111 Addrcss ("tiT deheree since 
the bct,r:irlning or the ('old war when !lot n 
sillgle Rus1ian m!1sile is poiuted at the chH 
d:cn or America, And ~Ilong with the Rw" 
siam, \\n;:'r'-' OIl our Wily to de~troyillg the mis· 
5i!e~ a:ml the bombers that carr.... !HlOO ;m
dear w.uheatls. \Ve'H~ come sc: f;lf 50 flUt 
in this pa'iot_co!d_w:lr \\o1)rld that iI's easy to 
take the d('('lme of the OIwiNr Ihreat for 
granted, Rut it'S still there, <Iud we anlO'l fin· 
lshedycl. 

Tfds }'(.'aT I'll 3.-\k the Senate to appro\(, 
STAR, II to dimimlte \4't'apons that carry 
5.000 more wllrbrnds, The Umted S!lllc~ will 
lead till' chJlrgc to extend jnddll1itl~)}' tht~ :"11
clear :-':oJl-l'ml!fNation Treat}". to enact 1l 
comprchcllii'C nuclear If'at ban, (lau to 
eliminatc chcmieci weapons, Tv ~top ~Uld roll 
back ~orth Korea's potenti:Jh' de:tdh- nu
dear program, we'll rontinuc to impU;ment 
the ngreeme~t w(' M\'C reacl!oo with that na
tIOn. If! j;IHart. It's tough. It's a cle.al inued 
on: rontlmling inSipt"!'hon ",ilh safeguards for 
our allies and nuNt"h'e~\ 

This ye~r I'll ~ubmil to Cuuj!tCSS cow
prehell5h-e legislation to strengthcn OUf hann 
in combating terrorists, whether they ~Irike 
ll.! home or abroad, As the rowMd~ who 
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oomlwd the World Tra:lu Ct>nter found out, 
this COuntN "'-ill hunl down terrorists and 
bring: them 'to justil.'(: 

lll.,t thi1 w<"ek anQt!H;)r horrendous lenor
ist act hI hr,n:f killed 19 and injurNl !>cow~ 
more. On behalf of the Amr-rimn !)I'Ople and 
all of you, I se[ld om d{'(,pt~~t ~ympath)" 10 
t}lt~ familit1S of the ';etll)l$, I know that ill 
the fac(~ of siwh C\il, It i~ hard for the people 
in the .\Ilddlr East to go fOf"\\.";lm. Bul thl:' 
terrarisH repre~elJt the pasl, lJot the f[ltme. 
We must aud we "'ill punue n wmpleheJl
sn'C' pt';.("t< hetween Israel and aU her Helgh
bors in the \Udd!c East. 

AC('QrdUJg~.. ta~t mght I signed till Execu
tive order that ~ill hk>ck tn.. aHcls io the 
United States of terrorist ofgt>nj7.atk;lJ~ that 
tPrealen to disrupt tlle p<""4Ce p:{X'cs •. It pro· 
h!bits finandal tr;\I1~'\ctiml% with Il'I('se 
groiIPS. An(1 tonight 1 eall 00 aU ol.lr allies 
.md pea(;e-lo\'ing (j .. UO'I:\ tIHOU~!IOUI th(> 
"''<lrld 10 join U~ with rellVw<:Xi ferwr in a 
global e!Tort to combat ferroriUlJ, \\'1'1 e.lnoot 
permit the fllture to be marrtld by terror and 
{(,<If and par-.I1~"s)!i, 

from the d.ll\' I took th(~ o:ltb of offlce, 
I pledged that ·our :\lltiOO w{)uld maintllin 
!lit.' best eqU:ppo:d.lrert Itllinml,.lIld bt~~l pre
pared military ¢!l barth. We h:I\'(", Mrt roey 
..In', The~' hu'e lrn.maged tht- dnul1utic 
dtM'TlsJ7ing of oar forces after the roM war 
\\ith wmarkahle 5kill and spirit, But (0 make 
surf" 1)1)! milit:tn: is ream' fot action and to 
prmirle the p;l:~ and tile quality of life the 
milita.v and Ihcir f;nuilj~s tleS('l"'c, I'm J.'Jkin1! 
the Congress 10 add $25 billion in d~f"..ns;:; 
\pt~ndillgm'er the il~.\I 6 yrar~, 

I h!!\'e \isitcd mally ha~,·~ m lmme and 
"found the world sinC"/1 J lX'clIl!1t' President. 
TonIght I repeat that reqm!,t wilh r('nm~ed 
conviction. We ask a wf)' gWitl denl t}f Ollr 
Armed Forrcs. :\ow that thH\' arc uluilf"f m 
number, we a,k more of the~. Thc;-· go Ot't 

ITIOre oflen to UlOre dHfefflnt pl;1("f!t Md !'Iay 
{ollgr.r. They are' called 10 ~N\il'C ;11 m;my. 
Il'Uln'o'W;\V$, And \\e must $(' ttK"fl) and lheir 
ramilles ~fmt the t!me~ tie-wand and what 
they h;l\'e rarned. 

Jlltlthink about what OUI troop' ha~e done 
in the last yt'llr, shcming Amcrlca at its best, 
l)eJphll'j tu ~a\'e nUrJdm-cis \.If dIO\lsand~ of 
people [n Rw:md.;l, moving with lightning 
speed 10 IWlld off another tim-tnt to Kuwait, 
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gtV"Ul!{ freOOol'!' arnJ drmocr.lcy back It} I 
fK'OI,le of lIaiti. We han, proudly Sllppott 

pe(Ice aHd pro~p<""rity :\ud freedom fn: 
.srn~th Afriea ;n ;-':onht'fu irelalld, fff, 

Central and Ea.tern Europe to A5i11, ffC 
Latin Allwrit:l to tht1 '\Iirtdje East. AJllh(' 
L'mj(>i\\'OfS arc good in those places, but th 
make mlr fllture more confident and I'rio 
S~,(,\l r,', 

'V('lI. !lW fcHow Ame.ric11n5. thaf~ 1 
:lg('nrh fOf ·All1erlC"'.(~ full1re-: c!lpamhllg 0 
portunity, 1I0f hure:am:.'r:lC'}~. enhancing !SOC 

ril,\' al home aoe abroad; empowering 0 
(If'Uple to make Ihe ma,t Qi their O'NO !l<.., 
It\ ambitious nnd tlchicn,ble, oul it'$ 'I 
t."T!(mgh. \\'<l even !Iced more thall ml'W Ide 
fix challg!ll!; :ll!" v,mld or eqllirrillg Am,
{,,:ln~ to ('mnpr.t(> hI thr 11<.,"'" ec"m)[Il~'. :no 
than l( GOI'I::nllll('n\ thaI's mll(lh~r, sm;l(t. 
llud WiWf, mort" dum all 1)[ the changt~s , 
cun makl~ in (;oH:m01Put and ill the pri\'";1 
~E'CIOf from Ih('OUt5id(> in, 

Our fOnli!\\'~ and our PO~lCril)" nlse fl 
p<""n~llIpo)) our ability \0 JIlSWer solne 'IU{ 
lion!> from within, ftom Ill(> 'lllUC$ nnd vole 
that speak to OUt hearts as wen as OOJr 11(."a(· 
~·oicc.~ 11141 t.::li us we hJ~'f' to do more 
,lC"cept fl~~PO(lsih!lit)' for OUfsekes and 01 
families, for (lllr communitit's, and }~S, r 
om fellow t'itiZ?lh, \\'e ~re om f,uni!ie'lll 
our {"(}lnmunities aU (I"f'r lhis «)"0(1'\' romil 

apan. ;;ntl ... e feel tht' roJ!lm(!it Jitol;nd shU 
1Ilg: from under u~ TIH:! PTA, the town h, 
mt"{!!ing, the mill ",'uk. It'$ ham fnr a lot, 
Ifterworh't"l r:m:nt\ to find !lIe time all 
>p3f.."('" for d1()$C IhiTIg$ th;lt stnm!!tbcll Ih 
bonds of I!n~t and ('()Operatiol), Too mar 
()r our dilidren don't I'\cn han' p:uellts all 
gmndpar!!lIt~ who ('an gitc them Iho~l~ r.KP' 
ri('lK't~ lliat ther frenl 10 buJld their ow 
C-h;U:lct f'f ;nul tiwi' ~'-'Il.'!e bf idI'Htit'>" 

We all hH".l\'{ what while VIC h~le in th! 
Chamber can make a dlflereoce on Ihm; 
:hin~. thaI Ihe rI\t1 dlff"renCN: "'ill be mad 
tn' our fellow citi7i"IlS, \"hcrc tht-·v wurk an 
,;h!;re the... live nnd lh;u it w111 be made al 
most -without r~rd to fWlrty. When t !lSi) 
to gO' i-o the rol/ball park in l.ittle Rock I 
W.atdl Illy daughter's league, and propl 
....'{mld «)tI1e up to me', fathers and mother. 
(inn (.~Ik to lIle. I ran hOl1dtly say I 1I:ul 11 
idt'a Wlltlther 00 percellt of them wew Ht 
pl,blkans or Democrats. \\,hell I \1silcd III 
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relief C<;'n!C':'S aflrr the tlno.:h. til Cahfomi;J, 
nortnerll Califomi;l, !:m \H'Ck. ,I \\.mn;lIl 
carlle up II} ~nc <Iud (htl sOI!wthing: that \'~~r;.' 
few of you ,,"QuId do. SIlt.' hugged me lIlla 

said, ~;'lr. Prc~ident. I'JlI11 IkpllbliC':Il!, but 
rm glad you're hcrc.- U....Hl;.thk .. 1 

:'\()W, whv? \\'e t"an'j wait ror disas!er~ 10 

aclthe \\1lV;"tt IIse<1 to act C'<':lV 0;1\', lxT,lIlS(' 

as we IDO\:c lulo Ihis rl(~~t ceHh~rv, ~l'n.'lxx!.. 
maUer;. \\'c dO~I't have a penon to ~nl~t;. 
And a tot ofpl-'Qple are !o,ing a lot of ChilfKX'S 
to do betU'f, That !I)<:lllnS lh~t we nectl n ~t!I" 
Covenant for C"·crrhotfl'. 

For .our rorpo;"J.w ~nd b\lJJnL'5~ It:ud,.rs, 
we'It' t.'omg: to work here to kcp bringiJ1g 
the ~r)Cit dQwl1, to c"pomd OIo.rkCI\, to $ilj>

port thdr S!l(,('C~~ 111 L"n~!)' po~iibk' ""Jr, But 
they han.: an obligaUol1 w1wu they're doirlf:: 
well to l<eep job-; m our oomomnitit;$ tlno 
give tht-":h "''{)rker.; a r:ur shOlw 6fd!,~ prosper" 
it)' they gcncfllh~. 

For (X'Vplc in Ille en(,~rUI!Uw:nt lndHstry 
in this cuulltry. 11IC applalld .vtlllr crt'atlnt):' 
l'llld yuur WQddwklc 5utte~s. HI!(111I('; s',pport 
yOllf ff(}~~om of expre$SioH" Bill }OU do h$c 
a re~pofl~lbtlitv to n~('S$ II!!; impact of ,'Ollt 
work aud to 'umleruaml Ihe damage'dllll 
('Orne:"; from the im't.'Utll1L rup<.ttiHn~, mind· 
!n~ ,iolcnC'(! and irrespomibJe {'Qnoll<J !lm: 
pemlf'all"ll O1.lf lJ)N1!1I all d1(~ limu. 

\\'e'H~ got to ask our (~m!1l11n)t\' !t'aden 
:l.!ld all kiuds uf organil..lho1l5 to !alp us ,101' 
O1.lf {Msi wriO\1$ Y>CIal prohlem, the ~pj. 
demic of Ircn prt.i;mmcieJ; ano ulrth~ where 
there i~ flO marriage. I ha\ e $<'flt to C(lngre.~~ 
a plan ttl target !.Chool~ all o,'(>r Ihis mUl/try 
,"'llh antipregmmcy progr.ull' Ihat "vorl.:. But 
(',{}'I'emmeH! C1It1 onl" do ~n much. Tonight 
I calIon pafL'1JIS and leaden aU aCf055 this 
cotmfry to join together in a natiruml cam· 
paign :,)gainst teen pRl,'TInnc:-' to nuke it dif· 
ferenre. \\'ecall do this, am! \\'C llluR 

And' \\tou!,,: like to uy i\ ilpeciat word \0 
OUf religio(l~ ICilders. YOII 1.nO\\. I'm PrQ(ld 
of the fnet the United Stale~ IlUs ll1()re }IIJH~C$ 
of \\'()n;hip per c.apita tha:l ;ill;" ("()untry in tht! 
world. These fX'Op!e who ]eall O\lr hOlh'~~ of 
wor:;h.ip eM! ja;lit'~ their rongn'g~hl)"'~ to 
canv their fjil11 mlo .'letio;\. can N'a{'h 0111 
to all of our children, 10 all of dl0 p<..'Qplt' 
in distren, 10 those \.,.ho hlln~ bt~('n s:')\'aged 
by the ureakdo<.VlI of all we hold dear. tko· 
cau~c so much of \Vh:,)t nmsl hc done mmt 

come ffUm the inside oui ;md our rt'ligim,\ 
kadel'S alld their ww;;re;:;alion~ ('lltl make aU 
the difference. they llu\e '" ro[e in tlH' :--;,,,.,' 
CO\enant ao; \\elL . 

Then' mm: he mor.. re~ponsibih:y for nil 
of Oll! !'im.en:" YOll know, it t;lke~ a lot of 
pC>opl.e fo help ,1.!l the kirh hI Iroub[e smr 
OJT .Ilt" ~trpd' .:wd in !>Chou!. It (,lb', ,\ !ot 
of j)l'Uplc to bl1lM the lIah!t.u for Humanily 
hO~.IH'S \1;;11 In", S{X'.\k.n cel"h!4te\ (lj) hi~ 
lard phi. It t;lk{'~ a lot of peop~ 10 pro. ide 
dlt" l)<'Qple PO'H'I for all of tilt-' cr.w Qrg,miu. 
[iOIl$ 1Il thb ""u\lln· that made our C'Otnmll· 
uiti.:s mean so nH!~h to must of U~ wh..n v.e 
"Cit' kids, It t::ilt:t cowry 11.1re)lt to ie;>eh tbe 
rhildrt'Tl the dHTelt"H('t' hptw('C1l .;ghl alld 
\\wng ;111.-1 tn f'!lC'OUWgt' them tQ 1.::"'11 and 
gTOW und to S1l\' no to th·~ wmug !hiiJg~ bUI 

~I'SO 10 !)('li<'t\c th'lt tll<'~n;an be \\ blf'n'r thc\' 
wlint rn be.' " 

I know it's b:')rd whcn }uu'rc \\~)rb!lg Imnt. 
t, for le~~, .... hen you're lInd.:: g:WJ! stress 
to do tbe~{' things, A 10/ of (lUT 1'<.'Oplp don't 
kl,e Ihe time or dw t'mctiou:ll l>!r(1~~. thl~)' 

tMnk. lO do tile work ofdtiZIJnshil' 
Mc~1 of us ill pOIJ!IC~ tW,Hm't l..tp,"!l ~,,'). 

mud!. For rean.. W€\'c mo~tl)' trt'all'd citi
zens Ilk the\' were (,'Q1ISUHlel"S or sp.'t:tat(l~, 
sort or politic:! couch potUto<.5 who "ere 
'wpposro 10 watch the TV .. ds cidll"r promlstt 
Ih('m wmetbing for tlmhin,; or pla~' tm thcll 
fcan und fru~tmlion~, And more Hlld maffl 
of our citizetH now get 1I10~t of tlu:rir infonllH
lion in 'ct:' ne'?lli~c' :lnd agr,re<.~i;c VIii)'" that 
are hardlyrondllche to h(lnc>t ;,lao of'{'n C'On' 
venations. Sm the truth is, ,~c ha\t· t:ot i(l 
Mo? ~in!{ cach other as en('lUi\'~ jlr,' rm
muse" e ha~':t.' different viP.V-'s, 

if you go ha<.-k to the twgillfllng of thi5 
t'Otlntfy, Iht" !!feat str<mgth of Amr:rK-ll. as {ie 
TOCfju~il1e P:nrlfe« ont- when hI' (:one here 
a long tune ago. h.:ts always lW<;'n our abrlu), 
to a$wciatt \\ith lX'Qpl.... "ho ~\erc O,fTc1t'111 
from vt!l'sdvt"~ and liJ "'ork tor,edult to fmd 
J;,'ommon l!'Jm.md, And ill thh day, t-...cryhody 
hus n resf"onslhlhts to do moffl of Ih.:tL Wit. 
simplr (':mum wal;t for a tom,lci('l. " firc. or 
11 flood to bebaH' like AlTlf'ncaH); OU).(111 to 
hehaHJ ill dealing \,ith one anoth(!r. 

1 "'l1nt 10 finish up here br puinting (lut 
wme foJl~ (hal lire un with the Firs! Lark 
111M rcpreJen! whnt j'u't t:)i:\g 10 talk a!xmt": 
Cl\tU'lls.l ha;c 1\0 IdC;l whal rlt<:11 PM!}' ,lrfili. 

/uimin,;.tralifllloj WiilumlJ elm/till, J9fJj I 

l\tion i5 or woo the" v(lted for in the last dl'<::' 
tion. Bill thcy repfc~ent Whrll ,,"'{' ought 10 
II<! !laino.:. 

Cind\:' Pen'\' tel.whes. >t'(.xH\ci grnders to 
rt'n.d in' Amer{Cofps m rur.al Kentucl;.'. She 
g;lilh wh,l.1n she gn.'~' Shc'~ a Ulolht'r of four. 
Shf~ Q)'S thilt her :;;en;";(' II1>pired h(>f to !l:et 
her high whoa! cGIlI\'ulem,:::- !iL'>! }enf" She 
,,';l.~ marfwd when s.he \'\'a~ Il teenagcl-,tuml 
up. Cindy. She w;lS mMrioo ",h~-n ~h~' "'"11' 
'" leCflager. She had fom children. But ~lle 
had limc to SC"''C other people, to ret her 
high r.chool equallleoc:', and shc's ~ving W 
lise her AIFtcriCorps money to go bncll(~ 001, 
lege, 

Chief Siepfam Bishop i~ lhe polk...: chief 
ur K;JJl,;u~ Cu\,. He's lxo.en u fmliunallcadef~
~t;\r'ld up. Stm,c. He's h«'n a national le,\(ler 
ill \l~illg more po!i(~ III commllflity polidng, 
und ht's worked "''ltn AmenCvrps to do it. 
And llie ~rime ratA in Kansas Cit)' ha~ geM 
dow'" m. J lC:\.ult of' wfml he did. 

CO'11Oral Grego!y Oope;.tlc went 10 I1ml; 
n~ parr ofhb udopted f'01.(nrry>~ loree In 
'\CC\lre df~!lI(>(,rJN at fm nw:h (> l.and And 
111ight add, we "lust he tbe rnlly country 111 
:h... world rlLlt could h,,\·c QOllC to Haiti ami 
tak{'n Haitian Amer'l.;an> t'llefe who could 
~p<".tk the language uno talk ttl the poople. 
And hr. wus one of them, nnu 'H~'rt' proud 
ofhim. 

The next tW(l folh I've had the honor of 
mt'eting and U('tting to ImO'<'I U hllie bit, the 
Ren,:woo ltlhn :')rid thl; Re-.'ercnd Diana 
Cherry nf t Ie A,\I£ 710ft Cburch in T empie 
lhll5. ~l:tr...bmt 1"d llJ...e to as!.: them ta st.md. 
I want to":dl '>UIl alxlll( the-!lI_ In the earl\' 
eighli"s. the... ~!eft CO\'("t1lrllcnt ,enictl an~1 
formed II .:tlu(ch jll Jl qnaIJ Ihillg roolU in 
f) small hl)l"c. in tbe clHh eidllies. Toda\' 
thai dmrch has ri,OOO memh~n. It h on;' 
or the three or fOllr bie!e\t dmrdu:,s m Ih!· 
enlim United State" -it ):!:r()W:S I:w 200 a 
month Th!~y do il logeihe;: And die specinl 
fil(~II" of th('ir mini~t1'y is kcepHlg fumilw~ ta· 
gdher. 

Twv things they did make a hip: illlprev;kln 
on me. ! "i,itl':ll thMr drunA:1 OiKC. "nd ! 
IVJnll'd ther wem huilding a l1e1.'\' ~;m,-11l,\l'y 
closer to the WMtnn~on, DC, Ime i,) a high. 
ef ('ritl'le, higher dm~~ late area Ul'(:uuw they 
thought it was part of Iheir ministry to 
change tiu,: lives of the penpk who needed 

1./ 

them, Thl: w(.'olld tbing 1 want to ~'W i 
(]tK,{~ H,'n:fel(d Ch~rn' ~\1l\ at a med 
tht~ Whltc lI()u~,~ \\;11; \!HnV otllt~r (\.'1 
k\\(h:0', lllld he left eilrl}' 10 go oo.:k I 

ehlln:h In mini\jer ~() 150 couples tl
had brouj!ht kwk II} M\ chmt:h from ul 
,\m<..'rk1t III C011\ince tlH:-m to rome btl 
1,';dIH;t, to ~1I"\~ li)!;if 1n3rria",<>eS. and \( 
their kid\, Th[~ i\ ttl(' kind of work til: 
ZCll~ aft! doing in t\m~d('ll, We need 
of it. and it O~ghf lO he lifted up am 
p(ltwd, 

Tnt.> la~t pe1'On I wnnt 10 mlroJucc 
Lut."a\ fmm Hatticiburg, ~lh~hsippi. 
wOll!{l }tlll ~tlllld up? Fd)y years AgO, 
sands of Iwn Jima. J;«:k LUCAo; mugl 
leanwd dm I{'<'sons or dtiu:nshlp, Or 
I'OM\, 20th. 1945, !I\~ and thr¢<.1 ofhls b 
erK,(;lmttm~d the !~n~lny and tv.'V t,en, 
their fccL Jack L(H.'.a~ threw himself () 
fif them, In ~h;lt H1"H\Cllt, hl~ <.-Jl\',~d th 
of his ('Omr4mxlIl', and lTIiraclllou;.ly 
not illslunl,.i m,.'-dic \:\\'I'il hh lift>. Ih] 
II foothold f,)( fn,,,dom, ;md ut the 
Ii, jUil \1 y"'M older than Ms gnmuso 
is up then, \I'i:h him wdJ)-'-anJ hi'iso 
1\ it \\'cst Point gt.,dn"ftc <111<1 a \',jtm 
!";,, Jack LOCh\ Ilf"'~!nW the }'OllogC)t 1 
in hht()ry and the ;'O\mb't!'~ ~o!dier 
{'C1\tnt'y to win th!! Cnngre'i\iunal \1, 
Hono(, ;\ U thc~e ~'l';\f~ Ji\"~r. ~'(,"sterday, 
whal he \aid IlhOllt that dJ\~ "It didn"t 
",hef{' \'0\1 ""cre from or ~'ho vou I.O.'e 

rclit'(l ~ one amnber, YUll did it f( 
{'(llll'llly h 

\\'e aU g~lin wht'n \\i' gjn~, :lnti \\ 

whal \\',! \II\\'. That'$ 111 the heart of \11 
Con'nan\' U!~sl)on\ihJIH)', OpportUlllt 
dlizcn~h1f'. t1'..otc tn;lll ~tale ch;lplers L 
r<~m()te (.'Me book thev're still the \il 
whit!! we ClIn fulflll (ll;rsc!\'CS and r('~ 
C.od-given putcmial :md he like the 
al$O 10 fulfill the {~tcrow promise of thi 
tr)" Ihe endUring dl\~"m from that ft 
mtN ~acn.'{l t'O\'CIHlfl!. I belie\'t! evcry 
In Ihi, nnllllJ'y ~til1 !w·li."cs :hJt ....-e :I 

alt'd '''flU;d ,md ginm by our Cre-ator t! 
to lif..~. hI){~rly ;In,! Iht' Pllnuil of haf 
Tit!> b a VCI'\". "mY jp'l':,)t l:o(),mtr'l', A 
h~,\t da\s are ~1iJ! h;Ctmw. ' 

Tha,;h yn\!. and (;l'Id blcs£ yon 1111. 

http:lTIiraclllou;.ly
http:l!'Jm.md
http:wor:;h.ip
http:It:ud,.rs
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" ,sihle for them 10 support tlwtllsdves. We cml 

be tOllgh, but we've gOI 10 he practical. 
I want welfare rcforul Ihal moves people 

frolll dependence 10 indepcndcnet:. from 
welfare to work. So my proposal is a ~velrare
to-work plan, not just a welfare pkm that culs 
'W1!lfare. So tluu's the first change I want to 
make jll the Republic.all welfare proposal 
Before I'll sign it ,into law it's got to have 
II stronger work component. 
, Second, the House bill is too tough on chil
dren. It cuts off aid to children wbo arc on 
welfnte just bectlure their mothers are young 
and unmarried. Thero children didn't choose 
to be born to single mothers; they didn't 
choos£ to be bon! on welfare; they didn't 
choose to be horn to 'lrunten who urc teen
agers, We ought to remember that a child 
is a child, a baby is a baby. Wi)eCher they're 
white. block. Of brown, whelher they're born 
in or out of wedlock, nnybody aJI)'Whcre is 
entitled tv a chance and ~nnocence if it's a 
baby, We simply shouldn't punish Ixtbies and 
chifdren for their pan!llts' mistakes. 

So we can be good to our children And. 
give them a chance 10 have a better life be· 
cause \\"C're got a stake in that, just think 
about it. Every child born in America. wbeth· 
er thc)/re oom to a welfare family or to a 
middle class family or to a wealthy family. 
is going to grow up (Iud he a part of our 
future, The child may grow up to be tn a 
nni\f(lrsity or be in jail or somewhere in be
tweeo. But the chances are awful good Ihat 
wlmt happens to tIle ehlld will be influence.} 
by what ha:rpens to the babies in their earli
est d.ays an months ami years. 

So let's don"t ptlnish these babies :llld -chil. 
dren for their parellts" errors. Instead, let's 
give them a chuu(!c to grow up with a good 
edu{'(ltion aud a hi'ad start, so Ihey'll he inde
pendent, working dtizens. 

So I say to Speakcr Cingrich and to the 
lead.crs of thc Senate and the Home in both 
P.1rtiC5, ret's work together to get this job 
done. Lefs pt()V() to the American people 
that we can reform welfHre, really reform it, 
without letting tbi~ issue dh.idc us, It is illlw 
10 end welfare as we know it, to put [,<-"OI}Jc 
10 work without p.mishillg children, 

Thanks for lisiclling. 

Non:: The ;ujUfm.~,Wll.~ recorued \<t K p,m, (>1\ 

Apnl 7 in the lHhon 11m in SatJ-"l1wnlo, CA, f"r 
hro<l;:kIL~1 "I lO:Ofl a,m, un Apnl S. 

Remarks to the Califomi~ 
Democratic Party in Sacramento 
April 8, 1995 

The President. Thank YOII n:r)' mucb, 
Thank you for the wonderful. wonderful wei. 
come. And thank ),011 for lhc wonderful film, 
lt's ni<:c to sec the r{.'t'Ord out there in a com4 
pclling \"ay. Thank you, .1nd hless )'0\1. 

r gueu)'Ou all know that thiS ts Bill Press' 
birthday. '\Ie tlm::w him a SOod party, didn't 
we? Happy birthday_[tlppJause], 

I'm delighted (0 be here with allihe offi
cerS c:f the Dllmocratic ]larty, with Arlene 
Holt and of course .wilh our Chair, Don 
Fowler, J thank him for Ihls remarks, Wasn't 
Barbara Boxer wOl\(icrf\l1 this morning? 1'11 
tet! you, you havc no idea what a joy it is 
to see her in Wa:shington, with all those other 
politicians kind of tippy~(oeing arollnd and 
tryiog to be jost carefuL you know. And 
till'!re'5 Barbara every day jll'it tight (here 
through the door, the SUlPe way every day, 
I wanll:othink tile meml>ers: of the Califoml!i 
delegation wlto arc here, Non» Mineta, tiob 
Mat5ul, Vic Fazio, Maxine \Vaters, WaIter 
Tuder. Thev havc been our friends and our 
partn~rs. Th~)' have worked lwrd to lum this 
counfry around llnd move it fonvard and to 
help Cl.Iirornia. j thank them. I'm glnd to 
he here with Willie Brown, 1 WitS watching 
him on the television bad there, and he was 
smiling, you know. And J too11ght, I hop<! 
I look hAlf illal good when I'm his age. The 
trulh is he already looks Younger dmn me, 
and I resent it, {Laughterl Senator Lockyer. 
I'm glad to be here with you, And MlIYOf 
Serna. thank YOIl for hOsting lIS. [A[>pi4<J$(i1 
I'm glad to be hum wah your Slate con!rol~ 
ler. Ka:hlecn Conneil; your su~rintendcut 
or education. Delane Eastin; and of course, 
I love heMing emy Davis talk. It's ntce to 
know that you're :llwuys g<1ing to have (l Covh 
cmor, no matter what, and a good one 01\ 

occasion. 
I'm delighted to be here with ct !lumber 

of my C:llifornia staffers, of course, led hy 
my Chier of Staff. Lt.-on Panetta. I know II 

lot of yon used to be rcprescnled by him, 
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face of stark fiscaJ realities and, along with 
'the adjustments Amtrak announced last De
cember, rcpmsen! tin urgent attempt to 
move the passenger ~lroad toward a stable 
economic future, ' . 

This administration remains committed 10 
tbe future of rail passenger service in this 
country and Ims included significant capital 
support for Amtr.uk in its 1996 budget, 
. To addrcss the pressures Amtrak faces and 
to promote n more business-like approach. 
the Departmont of Tmfisport:1Hon today 
trnnsmitted to C..ongrcss the Amtrak Restruc
tutingAc! of 1995, 

I encourage rail labor, CongrC'is. Cov
ernors, lW1YOrs, and other constituents to 
continue to ,"orK closely with Amtrak as: it 
works to develop rail pas~enger service for 
the 21st ceutury. We look to our partners 
in Congress to support the Amtrak Restruc
turing A<t uf l00s ~md for wntimmd finan
dal support of mil passenger service. 

NOTE: Tl\l~ Hem ....11..\ not reti.:lvctl in time f(lr puh
Ucation in the appropriate iwue. 

The President's RadiQ Address 
AprilS. 1995 

Cood HlOming. I t:;}n for President because 
I befif!\·c the Americ::lfl dream was lit risk for 
millions of our fellow citizens. 1 wanted to 
grow the middle class, shrink the under class. 
create Ulore 0Pl)ortunitics for entrepreneurs 
to sUlX'{!od, 50 that Qur economy would 
produce the AmericlUI dream. r wanted to 
promote mainstream values of responsibility. 
work, fllUlily. and rommunlty. And I wanted 
to reform Covernment to m..ke it sm(llIer, 
leM bmeaucrat:c, put it back on the side of 
ordinary Americans:. 

We're workhlg af "making progress on all 
fllest: fronts-uHcmployment down, jobs 
llj>-real progress in bTtvil,lg peopk in the 
under dass a d;aocc to work tbeir way into 
the m:dd!c class. But lhere's still a. lot otella!
knge5 We f'K~~. There's no grea\cr gar bcw 
hNcell mJimtrcam Allll"'r.eln vahle;; and Co.... · 
cmm'~(lt"tbHl !II!,; fai:,,,l wc!f;ltt; ,,"vst(;fll, 

L"l<;t "ight llie SpeJkef of tlw {louse, Nz.".v! 
Gingrich. spdn clO'illClltly about th,~ need 
to refuni! ILl) wdf;ln~ ~ptel!1. And I mil f0~ 
Prcsi,ll'lll .~",~i:;g til:!! ! wonld 'York to end 

welfare as we. know it. Tbis has been a big 
issue for me for long time. I've worked to 
move people from welf.are to \"IOtk for 15 
ye»rs now. $0 the SIX'aker .:md I have a lot 
in common. We bot I want boid welfare re
form, We both think that we need to make 
people leave welfare ..fter u specific number 
of years, We both want to reqnire welfare 
recipients to work to get tJ"7neflts, We both 
want States to have 11 lot of flexibility to adopt 
tbeirown progrAms., 

I've gone a !oag way toward doing that by 
letting 25 States adopt Lold new mforms for 
their own welfare sys.tems. And we both want 
tough steps to en fore<; ehi!cl support. 'I'he 
welfare reform plan I sent to Congress last 
year lndudc<i the 1o'.lghest lXlSSiblc child 
support enforcement. And now tile SpMker 
lind his colleagues in the House have taken 
our ebild enforcement measures lll1d put it 
into their bill, hlCluding our plan 10 ask Slates 
to deny driver's licenses and professionalli
censes to deadbeat parents, 

In spite of til<.-'"$(: similarities "\\'e stitl have 
tv.o key differenn:..'S r want to tal;'; to you 
about. They relate to work and to children, 
First, cutting costs is the primary goot of the 
Republicali welfare bilL By arhitrarily cutting 
future welfare rosfs the Republkans get 
mont:}' to pay for their tax cuts. Well. I agrc-e 
wc lleed to cut costs, bllt we also have to 
be sure that when people leave welfare they 
have the eduClltion, training. ana skills they 
need to gel jobs. not simply to be orr welfare 
and tum to lives of crime or !o t"el1alln in 
poverty, 

If we cut child c"re, how can we t.."Xpcet 
mother:> to go to work? If we cut job training, 
how wilt people leam to work? Ifwe Cllt job 
programs and these people ('-aOl't find .lobs." 
in the private 5t!ctor" how can we require" 
them to work? " .. , • 

My top primit: h to get p'''Ople off we:fare 
and into jobs. I W(lU( to rep!arxo welfare with 
work, So fwople eam ,\ paycheck not u v.,~tl
f.1.rc dwr.:k. To ·do lliat, we have (0 take i>OIllC 

of the moncy we s"v;:; and plow it into jou 
tntining, education, aud child <."lm;, 

I W:l.nt tough \w~lf;t!l~ rcf')f1n, bm wt'.",,; got 
to he pr;tdical. If w(:"n~ g{,illl; ~{) m;tke IWo!)le 
(lJi we:fun) work, we havo to make it possi .Ie 
for them to work. If w,:'re going to n:;tkl; 
people seif-rdLmt, we hav!! 10 lll:lke d pos
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tlo!1ars \() W{: C,111 get our training and our 
rc:.IlIiIlf:.~S up and support 11 good {lHu1ity of 
!lfe $0 we can kt't!p first-ratc pcop c hi the 
military bCCllHSC it'~ I he people that make il 

go,. ' 
The anw,-er to yOl1r (1HeS.lio!). ma'am, is 

that we llclnalll' ha\'(: 1I10r.: h;.~e c.padly thall 
thl: l:ulllhcr 01 om men am! WOlr,(:!) in uni
form would jllflif)', So wc Im\'I: to hr:ng dQwJl 
tfm ba~e:'ll-\ !iI!lr more S"(l t1m; tIle;': It: hasi(,":llly 
in li;J!) Wilt' the siw of our for(;I:;'. The s.ize 
of !1m force.'i !1"W will ell;(ble to IllL'-d our 
set:nrity 1I'~{;d~ :111(1 Ill!:!)t om ~tTatq.\iu ohjet> 
,in;s' lht wo \;n~;'l ell: if a lot 1I1:.tt, \V\j 
,bouid ,ta), about Whl!fC we :'f<~, 

Mr. KinJ.:. B;lfb;lr:t Sln;isa:ld i'i hure !o
morrow nigh!. A:ld art: )11'1 hoth {CiIIS orllef~? 
DO )'OU 11k,; lw:- siH:aking (oot 1111 Pf1:itit:s. by 
the wl\v? 

The·"rcllict(mt. [ think shc'~-just as-if 
we hal"(: II right lo lip<'.lk out on entertain. 
mt;IlI, 1 (hillk ~he hits llit! right to speak oat 
~)fl politICS. [!Aui!.htcr] ! thi:Jk that ~l:c should 
,10 it. 

,\lr, King. I),Hid LctlermJtl i~ here on Fri· 
(lll\', 

:rllc \'I-cC Pq!lfifilln/, Tell him 1 said hello, 
,\fro Kiug_ ! w,lL Do you pl:l!) 10 rdum 

10 thai ~hl)w? 
Tllc Vkc l'rc!;i{ient. 1 l,opt: 10 somc,ime. 
My. Killg. \\'{lHI.I rml recommend 11lc 

PrcsitleHt CH~1l appear",ith DadJ? 
'rhe WeI: J'rcNI't/,fmt, J'm going t{) ](It him 

fIIa}.:e !hai dCL'hiOlI, I J.,aughterJ 
l'1w l'rcnid('II(. 11m VOIl km;w, ~:ll(,'e Wi: 

go: thh pweun:'Il(!,ll r;:(o;-m PRH"IL ,liert: 
~,n~ 110 Il\ot.; of tho!>I': SIO a"Ltr:,\'~ ltd S500 
!mn:11l1:L.,. SI! lw'.. ~()! Ill! g:g ;l!lymo~e. 
[J..tm;.:b:r) 

Mr, I\ill!!, Th.1IJk:, gil;", )'011 dcc" W,Ill{ 

t,) dn a H; a:'~ 1,) c:1, I~:;, do )Y'II? lLallg/,ru': 
'I'he Vi,;(: l'fI:~i{lf:rlt. j:\\! :t fl!Ulds.;;akL'. 

!i,rIHJ,;id(rj 
Mr. f\.ing. IiI'!;1 h:uuJ~h:lk<:, 
tlw I'n~!;ideill. We\e ~)Hjnyul (:()ing the 

~ho\\'. 

Mr. f\.I'llg. Ok ld mc-Ill:n:-Prt:s.idellt 
Clinlon (:()es Iklwio, no it ()IIU~. 

'flw \'icc l're~ilfe)!t. You ll1i;;~t:d H. 
'l'Iw J'rl1!.jt//:llt, 11\ beel! gn'ilt lwillg on 

;nm '!11j\\'. Lan:"" ~ -

Tile l'ntlll(/clIt, Ymt'r.: a good TIlall, ji)1I 

gO! a real f\llme ill this. husilH:'\~. 11.ilff~'!lerJ 
Mr, King. ThllOk you. 'i1l:tnK )'ou, - , 
Til'; PYe1lidcnt, Coo(l nighl, 
Mr. rung. Good nigh!. 
The Vice Prestt/e,t/, Cood night. 

;';on:, 'nlc il1k~r-'ie\',' hr:g;m ;11 up 111, ill thu Li, 
br;t.-y at l!ttl WhiW 1 f(m5<!, 

Rcm:.t,'k~ to the N"tioll:.ll (;m't:rnnrs' 
A.<,.'M)(.iilHon Summit on Young 
Children ill Balliuwn:, Mllryiand 
JIHW 6, JUf).') 

Thank ;'(d v<jry lhlJ(.:h. To (;0\,(\1\1(>1' Dean 
m;d Governor I...;;tvit! and :,11 nf d:\: Co\'
eHlo;s who are here, GpH:n10r CleodedJ,j.; 
and ~-la;'ur Schmob: ,111d Crmgr.~\\lIla;1 
C:1nlin. rm glad to!H) haL'k in Baltimore. I'm 
going to h:!ve to n~gis\(:( Wi a dli~ll!n ;1ad 
b(:gil. to pay tu.\es if J dOH'1 _'ita), m1l of your 
State a !)!tie mom, GO\·crnOT. 

I /tlll.delighted ;0 he hen; 10 B"ltilllore he
cause Baltimore wa~ one uf tilt, sis cities 
which won ,1 big}!I)' Cl)l1\est,~l r.lt'C for Ille 
empowerment zmm$ ill our t'OlH1!r)" :\lId I 
wngratu!ah! \b:;.'\)r &;llIllOkl! 011 that, and! 
look forwMd to hili \'I.'Urk, along with dw Ct)\'
cmor and others, III making Bahimmc an 
evcn strong..:! and greakr Lily a<:: ;l rl!suh of 
Iliac 

Gnn::-Ilor Dean, 1 W;;I1; tn lh;H1k YO\l rOf 

)~)ur leadep;hip of lhc Gn~..;rm'l'\· :\>;'if)(:la-' 
tiln:" i dn1;'~ think r ;;'\'(:1' '~njlly,~,l Wlj' it'l, 
more than l,ei!l~ d;airmall of' tIll! (;oq:mms' 
A"Six;:aih)ll. :dlhi>qgh it w:(~ 1101 ah\an; e::w 

In ;Jkm\l: ill! th(~ Con;rm'I." ! lhillk it's ~{:il 
110~' aJWtl)''- ew'\' to j,le:l~(: all PI' t)w (:m',:rww,_ 
(I,,(ii-IJ::hllT] , , 

J'~I'1 ddigh;,:d :n ,,(),] ,,0 :Lm;y r':pJ(:.~ellt:l
!iI'!:s ,;I' Sf;,\!; g"\,:mrllCl.!, nanL:,' ).t,)\',~rn· 
!rent, 10",11 gl1\"t:; 1I1l'(!Tlt 1:1,11:, :'~y good 
fd";'hl. Ikjlfl;~,;nll\:h-" 11)\1\0 fnH!l :\Ilrl)\ 
Caw:in,l. it', nice to sc,: :((1\1 hl:n:. Ikpn~q;Ft
lI~h..; Cl:llpbd) :uHl Cnmllti,>~io:ll;1' Fran:':"" 
t:,:mk \OU for \'('I,f work, 'iiL 

I ,h;mk ,1:1 ~)r YOH fi q' HIIl]!II" lWl': 10 mn': 
ahout lilt; (",,; or. our chlld));;), 

0 

Thj~ l)jj~ ':'t.'l:11 
a {"OI\Ccrn uf mi:w, as Iht! (:m.:ftlnr ~I\;d, {or 

;1 long tim,: 1IIH1. or {:Ollr~{:, " jlfl>found con

emn lor Ill\' wife. "'hell 1 IIlPl iwr, 'il\., \\'a~ 
~pt!ndil\g a;: C\t!';, year ill Iilw v:!Jou! 10 do 
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<I )',;:u':' ill~tl!lld <jf :1, ,,0 tIia: shu ('rnld du\'u!c 
:I ycu.r to tb: ~!lId,<" :If (ile laws dmt a!T,:ctcd 
m;r chi!dn:IL AI;t!'! might ""Y ~h,) then pm" 
dickd a lot of the JII()nHlistnrhin~ trends 
which we'vc seen lInfuld in om !Xlufltry o\'(:r 
t!le Ill': 20 rears. 

IUll,tI'): is \\urkirg 011 a book IIOW nhoIJt 
children'~ is\U1!S and the rcspoIL~!h:li!ies Wi: 

owe W them. lind lhe pi<:1.:cd III..: il:lt~ or th,~ 
old African l'flWUr\); "It laklOs it \'illage to 
r'I:<U a dlild." J want to come back 1(, tlia! 
:! Ihlle hil {Inrir]~ nly rt'Plar\.:, bn:au:-.e I thi!!k 
;hoe i~ II greal difft~rCHL'e of ()pi~:ilJll :11)0'11 
thaI in tb) Un\tctl Staics 100Liy. I hew\!! wid I 
11)(; l)rt!IIl:,~e 11\;11 Ihe llist ,csp,msih:lity /i)r 
chill !PH liL's with their p:l'renh. but that slue,! 
Ill! O,lr futHf~!~ are hound up ill theirs. :he 
H!st of tI~ share a re\lxJmihi1it;' in (11(! !.;lIitL·d 
State.. and ill our Sl:!!;tij and in our <;(lIHIlIU

!lilies for (helt wdfare, I do bdi..:vc, in olher 
words, Ihat il lab::). a \illagc to raise a child, 
eSJlcdally when you consid<:t ,he facts of lif,! 
tllilt ehildn::l filt,(: toda\", 

1 fan r(H Ihi, joh bl~'lltn{! I w:lnh:d !fl 1:1\

\\ll\; a hdh:f fl;!Hr,! i{,~ om children, i;) "n
~\ln! tlHlt ill~h:ad t;f Im:llg ~) fIlaoy qj" our 
children and seGing 'it) many of ilw::] grow 
up with 11m Al:H!11can dre:cn ImY~'ll(1 thdr 
gr.l~p, tlmt Iii!;), t"Ollld he WW;tf(led for [Iwir 
work and that tilt: values that WI! all sllan: 
of work and famllv and l'OJluntmit\' would he 
5!rongm, 1lot weak,;(, wll!m they (:!tmc uf agl~. 

I rmllb:e tlmt people my daughter's age 
were in danger nf gro\\':in~ IIp to be thc Drst 
gencr.uion of AIlwric;lm to do wursc l'L~}
ilomit'ally :bm tlwi; p,l.fenh hut. pcrhap" 
tYeo 110(11',; illlpl1rl:HH, 10 liw:;n a coulI!ry Iba! 
W:(' t.;,~ sllppllr:h'l "f :I,c kind "nil 'lU,;]il)" 
,Jllr(; HI;:1 nosl 1',:0[:1,: in ill;'bClWWliol\ h)[lk 
r. ,r ~m1!l:~d, 

The 1Pt;';n1 Jo!;x,rt or dl'" C;J,mcgit; (;w. 
p,,;':!lion l!:m), t/; (111l0hnn!\(' " !ot ';lr :i1ose 
dhturbing tn~nd~ \\1111 sltl.tl'o!i(~\ )1)\1 <III know 

well, hI tht: q\!i'~f (,fisi;., I!w\" '.IV, th.!! still, 
after yeilrs nf I:ffof(, cl)1npa~ed io nth...:r in
d\!~trialiled enlll~ttit~", (lUI' iilf.wt I11M!a!il" 
r;It!!~ :11'<: high,·r. our 10\\-hirth-\\'!lglil ha:l)' 
m!!~s an! Ugb;l'. our ken P:t:gIlJlll'," ;;ll<~, 
,re !H'le:] hi~I1J:I', 'lilf dliLl:lOnd inaI11:ni'lk 
Hon "ilk., ilf!~ :nW:;i, ;n)(: H] C"WI"!, \\\1f <.:11:1
,111;10 :ll-(! slI:'jn:kd hi Ell, far hlgL,:r 1"111:-' 
,J \'jl>knu: 111 :I <; 0nitJ:d ,"Ialc\ HuH' 111,,\, 
would h,: in ;U\ olher ('{'wllH' in dl\! wOlI,:' 

If we lift: f~;oillg :0 n;V:nll O:lf dJildrclI\ 
rU\lmc, \\1: !m\(; ill do a nun:bnr' of lhmg... 
\VI: limo,,; tn grO\\' till; middle da\~ Iwd ~hriJik 
tlw undt:r da~~. \\'c hi,n: t(l sHrpor1 pO!IGil''
thaI rdnfmre work and fandio,,;s and cmHlllU

!Iii ius. \\'e hnn: to chHlIgt: !lie WH;.' the COy
t~rHlno,,;nl OpCr:lk~ SI) thaI it pm(J)oles ind(!~ 
p(;ndenLi~, lint c!t:pclldcm.1:, opporllJnilY and 
nrd ll!1r,:;lucracy, \\'1" have 10 !jil!! {lilT :~>tmg
{:;;t dlildreu thinf;."" !llat tlH!;' ('all', g!lat;n'!;l~(~ 
r. ,r Ih,! tl' ~(j h:;s. 

If' YPII hdi\!H~ i! tnkes a whole \iiL!i;!! to 
!:li.,,; a eLi Itt i: 1llCmlS 1:1.11 the CO\T!r!l!l1ull 

Ims ;;, respoj)~ihili1y, workil1t!, witt, Il-<~"pl<- in 
dll:: private sector,!o !!:Hamll:ec ddld:'Ch who 
(",IIl't get it for tlwlIlwln:_'i health. safc!)" :llid 
cdncatirl1!, and lhe1l \\'h(~!l ihl::)' ;,;,;1 !lIller, to 
t:Il1POWCT th(;:n In make dw mil'll of their 
own li\"!.~". To dn tll'lt. 1 !wlieq.l. we Ill!l!d not 
Bllilthcr ideo!ogil.·al war, hnt ,I p:L"~i{)llatC and 
pradical commilment to whal ..... c billW wi!! 
work 

The whole i~S\w of welfan: b at the t,(ln~ 
nf thilL Bill It:! II,P jUM ~ar fl,1 :1 mOTtlen!, 
I()( d,,; bs! 21"'::" y'~ar~ ,) great dc,-!: uf what 
I l'avl: ;,I;I:ght to d" llH~ !.n:ll ('\!lItcl<~d ;11 
~hal t11;lV:ctiOll, Ilia! 'AC Lavc tu 111\\;: a {ns· 
slonate and pm<.. :ic:t] dT0l1 to go hGjund ide
<)t"gk,ll Wiln r:ght III du: hear: d .\llai \~ii! 
Hhlkt~ life hetler fm Ol!f ehil(;n:ll. 

\Vc'vc wmh;d hard In ~trenglhl:1I f"!1lilic~ 
and to gin! childn;ll a he(l;,r ..tart. 'I'll.: 
I::mwti-j!)(,'nme eredit \\111 nnw pnj\idc ,I t;l\ 
reductio!) f(lf \\'llrl-.:ing familles wIlh childrt!o 
with jncoell:S bdow S2.7,O(ln all a"em;!,/~ d 
SI.OO() a \'t,m. Til,\!\ a p:llf:Hll!h> poh...~, \\'l~ 
~ij(lllld l~J~I!inm~ Ihnl, no( r<:\-,;f\d it. Til;, linn
ih T:d !lH:(\i(:al !t'a\"~ !avo', won: :I,;U\ :ifl\'t::ing 
I'll! dl'lliJ a~ I'rc_,i,kllt, 1L;\ C;l!I~I;(1 ,'!;ii'i'I:~' 
dti'l;!:ns 110 UllII': :Ip to 1.11: ([I\(I ~a;', 'TL,nk 
\'(1\j ! Ilad a :o:t;'; chil(1 I II,a! :t .,iex '1'011,(;, 
':.lY wife had il billl", We wcn; 111>!<.: 1;, COil' 

tll;\W t(l m;fk ;HH! 'ttl pnwidl: fm ollf,dn;'i. 

\V1; \\~:rc ahle ltl \I" ~n()(L paf;;I1!~ :lnd ~ll{;
Ct!,~flt! wll~kers"" 

TIM!. It ~l'I'1lI 10 !ll\\ i~ :Ill: kind of thij\~ 
lhnl W!~ u\1!o!h: to du_ S,'l:ldar\' $!labb, W;I;) 

;, h,;r~:, ha~ ;'-<1llt'd \,'!Y Jllmt';" ,,,!'.\I1!l in1
HoIlltllation \0 tiLl, ;lli IIUI t..!'ihJ>nfl 'Il\'~'!! :1", 
ng!: d :2 w:IJ h' jlIC;\!'rI~' i1Pm'I!I'I,~d hy,it,' 
IU1"! ,)t'111;' celltl!!,\', \h~ in\,~ ;,'-P:LiI'\I'd !I<'dd 
Swn dnn.l;ltll',IJI,I', TJIt' Coa!\ 21)00 !H!if!,dtH 

ju whk)1 lIl:ill:" 'If :'0': h;j\,; p'I'LdjHkI1
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most of )'01: ha\'c-cmphasizL"S grassroots'm
forms to achic\',: national. jm\cl!d, inler
na.tiona.1 stand:m!s of c-xcdlctl<.:e. 

When children are mote indepeudellt, we 
have given them access to !O\I.-"er (\)5t, IX;!tcr 
repayment terms for college In:ms willi 
tougher requirements 10 n..'p.')' them. WC've 
worked with you for mon: appnmticeship 
programs for the young people who don't go 
to 4-ycar colleges and Hni·..ersitic.~, through 
dlc sctmo!·to·;\'urk pmgr.un. And of ('(JllThC, 

many of },m have beel) vmy actl.,;:. ill III,; 
fllltimml senice program, AIll<:ri{.<:nrp", 
which givcs onr young people a ch~llIce to 
give sml)cthing hack to tiJeir cmnnmllilic:o; 
and caDI nwm; funds to gn on to sr:l!rloL Am! 
! want to sa)' II sflL'<..-1al won! qf Iballks 10 Sell
ator Mikukki n ,\hryiand for her v,,'ork on 
Imtional :o;ervll'(:.

'nw "rim.; hil! wa" all important part of 
this h(X:;lll.~e it cmpha.~i'l{xllmt .\imply llI(jn~ 
plmhlllllcnt lind :IlOr\! prisons !m! also pw
It'ding children thnJllgh 100,000 ilion! polkc 
nffi(:(!rs olllht: sln~d and Ihrough prcv(;lltion 
programs that give ollr )'0l1!1G; people some
thing to say y(!S tn a~ well as s(llnctlling to 
Sil)' 1ln 1o, 

Wt: w(;r.; ahle to dn those thing~ ;md ,~liH 

reduee the deficit. The flew majority in C(Jn
gress lIses: 7,)'t:ar tenus, \Vf) use-the deficit 
h gning down 11>, II trillif}!\ do!1ars (}\'.:r 7 
years, thaab tn the 'U3 and '!H bwlg/;lS. 
More than 6,:] million 111:\\' jobs (.:umc intn 
our et.,{lllorny. Bllt \",; did it while- saring lhal 
11 takes a W!IO!t: village 10 rah(! l! (:hikl; llmt 
children de'ie:Ye edllC3tinn. heal:h. ami safe
ty; thaI famii;es sillmld he sln;ngthem,:d Md 
!mppmieJ; that work should he '!X3hcd; and 
tfmt p:m!n!s l~a\'e to he able In suL"t.'c!:d in 
die \vnrld we am lh'ing ill, both :t, parent<; 
and ,\'i \~'!r~en;, 

Olle thing we did nul do i\ w P:lSS L,{lm, 
prdlCm:iq~ wdf;m! reform. Ami Ift:ll is now 
what i5 hefon; the COllgrtlS5, And thai. more 
titan anylflillj; dw: ill this dehate. Cllplllres 
11 lot or tlH;- philo\tljlhkalllfbfUl1Wllh that an; 
a! lite ,",'Olt: of wJmt is i.!;olng nn ill 0\11' national 
Ji\Cmslllll !od,I\' ~ ~ 

! don'! think then.!'!. :III\, ;:lJ1~\!:!I:1 !hul I 
1l<~Ii{:\'c Wl; (jug!:t If! n:("n:1 tI;e wdfitn: ~:".'i' 
ww, ! Wll~ p111Ud:o ll:ilH~\l~!l! Ih,: (;on;rn,;~ 
when the F.\,hilv Sllnptlrl AI:1 ,\'a~ ',Q-illell 
\lrde l'h:sidt~lI: !\,:ag;an·_\ :ldll:illi~tr.ltifn 

with 5imng hipanis:m support. I realize what 
the ~h()rt<:mning5 of it are. eSpt:riliUy sinee 
H wa~ nl!vt;r !)tOperly futlcled. Amllh~rdi)rc. 
1 hun: nO'w givl!n, the S~crcla()' amj I him;, 
29 of thc 50 States. exemptions from Ft'dcral 
rules and regulations 10 (llif$UC your Dwn 

palh to welfare refunn 10 move people 10 
work. Nothing like that has en:!r rn.."C1i done 
bcfo(e. 

In Missouri. Vermont, and Wis{'o!1Sill. 
G'j~T:motS Carnahan, Dean. and 11!omp\otl 
-,:m: ming Iheir wnlVcrs to impo'ie tim..; limil.. 
and 10 wfjuire work III Ohio and OrL"gon, 
G(j\'cmors Vninov:ich and Kit7.n;lI)(!( An: 1111)\', 
iug p<;oplc to work by using mom:)' now spent 
011 wdfarc and food stam?s to soh-skliz..: pri
vate !lector johs, Oillers aro doing other 
thinb,'S th:H a(l:: w;ry lmportar:L E\,(:ry Gov. 
{,mol' I'n: eq~r ,~p()kon with, '.vitbou~ rt:g~lrd 
to purt)', Ufltien;t.wds !hat welran: reform is 
importallt and mllst, first und fot,~nHi~L Iw 
about work. 

Unfortllnately. to my mind. tho wdfan! 1':
!(lrln hill ill Congress--m the dt:\iaw-has 
not foc\lscd a~ much as ir ~h(Juld han) abollt 
work, And I believe: that in important n:
.~pUUI\ the knor of the deh;ltn uot Oil I)' ill 

the lI()u~e but l,lso in the Senate. puts hoth 
cbiIdn:n and Statcs at risk The Bouse hill. 
dearly, was too t(}ugh on children and I,}() 
w~:.lk on wmk. Finally, after :\ lot of efforts, 
lh(~ llOllse did agree (0 be tQugh Oil dead heat 
parellts, sumething thaI e\'eryone among tllt: 
Govcnmrs agree- it needed to be dO:H'. Tiw 
SC!liltU Fillfom:e Committee reporkd a bill 
out Ihe nther (La).' that dearl~' is a step in 
the right din..'Ct1orl ill: Hluny Ml'IlS 1m!, I lH> 
licye. stH! misses the point on wtlrk lind on 
dlildl1:n. 

Ik"{.'(lrtling: In the Congrc5Sio!);l.1 Hudg<.:1 
Office. the CUr(c1it Scnah: Fi;t:l!Ict! COIHlrlic w 

lee hill will not .mcrecd in moving p,-,<,pltl 
from \,,-dfMe 10 worL The COl\gre,,~joll;t! 
J~ndget omu; and the perron who wmle the 
report wa\ gencmlly acknowl.:-.lg,--",llo h(: nne 
of Ihe p(.~:mihC!l1 HCPllhlk'llll t'\pl'ri~ ,lj) 

w.:lfart: rdl:Jrnl, (',{llldmlml ti,al onlv 51\ ofom 
S!;lh;$ v.-'(ll.ld be "hie 1<1 fulfill the "bill.; work 
reqnin:lI1cn!s ill the \'Car 2000 with :Iw tnl1".\ 
iimding pnwi51om, F'OIty.(ou:" Slah:~ \\il! fai:" 
Si" ow of sn if. ha~dm!1 i~;! 1;20 IU!!lll\! 
a"~f:Jg{:, \'0,1 em": pin;: I'm llie Oliol(·j wHil 
d:at h,willg i\\'I:f.Jgc" You ('a~I'1 stay ir !;w 
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Illinor leagues, and ),011 SIII"I: \\'on't dcvatc 
children or end we!f;\rc as wc Know it 

The reason the Senate bill failcd 011 the 
~t:lTldard of worK SCClllS to IIIC i~ clear' It 
taKcs awa\' the tools that States IIOW usc to 
1II00'!; p(~(;ple I'Will wdfare to work, child 
car(~, job traillillg, greater incelltil'c~ for job 
placement, 

[ verv lilueh want to work aero,s part\' lilles 
to solv:~ this prohlcill. But if we're p;ing to 
cml welfarc as wc K]]()W it, Congre~~ 111II~t 

pa~~ a bill that Jlieets sOllie ha~ic principles, 
Fir~t, \\'(! havc to rcqllire people who can 
work to go to worK am! make ~llTC that tller 
1I:1v(; the child care to do it so that tlw\" don't 
l):\\'(! to hurt their children to do th~ right 
thing as (!iti/.ells. It dell;;s common sensc to 
illsist that peoplc go to work \,.. hen they han; 
ICT)' yO\lng childrell if doing \0 will actllally 
cost thellllllOllcy. 

Second, the legislatioll should ha\'(~ n!al 
work requircments, hut it ought to be backed 
up with the resources necessary to get pcople 
into jobs and keep them there, , 

According to the CBO, the Congressional 
Budget Offlc(!, it would ('ost you, the States, 
SID hill ion a ycar by the )'(~ar 20()O to !lied 
these requirements just in the Senate bill. 
Ami yet, thL~' bill aSKS you to llleet t1le~e re
quiremcnts with Ic~s money than you havG 
1lOW, 

Now, I was a COVCTIlor long cnough to 
remcmbcr what lUi unfundcd mandate is. A 
lot of you-Go\,clllor Voil)(l\'ich wa~ in tlw 
Hose C:mlcil celebrating when we signed the 
unfunded mandates bill, J ~twngl)' SllppOlied 
it. Just hccaus(: this docSll't ,ay ir~ Olle 

d()(~~Jl't mean it isn't by another t(:fIll So I 
think \\'(~ Ilan! to look at this fOr!hriglilly. 

Th(: third thillg that I think is ililportant 
is that \\df:\J'(: n:f()lln sholJid 11:11'(: rcal illl"Ctl
th'es to reward the State, who do succeed 
ill putting p('opl(~ t(1 work, lI()t f(IT cuttillg 
them ofr The ClitTent bill g-in:s States all 111
celltivc instead to ,al'!; IIIOIW)' simply hy 
til I t)Willg IH'opi(! ()f"!' tIle wdi"ar(; [(lIe" 

'1'11(: 1I011S(: hill el'(!n gil(:~ Sta((:~ what tllc 
Catholic Church Ila~ !.':lil(~d :\11 illcgitilli:JCI' 
1)(JIlIlS, all illc(:nti\,: [()r IllOl'C 111:(1(111:' to !J:]I';~ 
ah(ll'ti()Il', That i_,> tlot \\'1:1{:ln; rt,fOllll. If' 
II (" II: goi IIg (ll dl:lIlg(; the (;(1 It II n~ oi" II (;1 fal c, 
1\'(' halC~ g(Jt to l'cII"ard 'UCC('~S. we'\"(; "ot to 
d(!P;lrt i"n~-Ill till: ,tatus quo, I W<Iil!:t jl('ltlrlll

alIce IHlllllS Ililt (1I1e tllat will fOITe the wdran~ 
Illln:aIlCr(lc)" 'and til(; welfarc n:dph~nts to 
foclis Oil Wink. 

The fOllrth thing I helieve is that til(; Icgi.,>
btioll ~holild prolt:cI States so the)' call COII

tinlle to 1Il()\ (; jlcopll: fWIIl welfare to work, 
cl'en whcn thcre is <In (~eonolilic downturn. 
c:>.tr:]()f(linary pO!llllation growth, 01- Illlprc
dictable ellwrgencit:" III their current i"onns, 
tlJ(:~c bill, could really hurt tlw high-pojlll
latioll States. til(! gll)\\'th Stat(~~, liKc Florid;1 
and Utah ami otll(:rs. and c()IJid pllt c\(;ry 
5ta\(: at risk ill the 1H!.\t n:cc>\ion OJ" prof(IUlld 
natlll"<ll disa,ter. 

FinaJl)" let iTlC ,ay we (1Ilght to l)Jolcet om 
childrcll. If \'(Hl helic\'c.it taKcs a whole \'il
lage to misc<:l child, \\'c should avoid IIll;a11
spirited n;strictioll~ Oil h(!llefit~ to childl'cii. 
\\'I~ sholiid :i1'Oid Clits ill child Ilutritioll and 
adoption and child prott:dil'e SCIYicc~. \V(! 
\hOldd gh'(! 5tak~ lIlore Ilexihility, bllt \I'(~ 

shOidd :d~o lIIakc Slm! States lUlitilille to ful
fill their respolisibiliti(:s. The proposed lcgi,
latioll cOlltains 110 inc(!lItil'c, or rcqlJirt!IllCllh 
for Statcs to maintain their ()WII fUliding for 
cash assista]](."(! or for child c:lrc or work ~lJp
ports. 

Now, I Know that if)'oll belicl-c ill tllc jIl1l'(! 
thcoT)' of State c:>.perinlcntatHI11-:UHj YOlI 

kllOw that I helie\(; a lot of tllat, l)('ca\lS(~ ii" 
;"()ll jllst look at II'hat's ill ,these 29 wah·crs. 
! have prctty llIuch gonc alollg with <l1l;ihing 
the Stal<:~ wanlt~d to do to IJl!JI'(; people frolll 
welfare to work. So 1'011 might arg\le that. 
ill thcory, ir \\"(~ hdic;c that States 'ought to 
hal'(! gJ"{!at fle.\illility. why dOIl't wc jll',t gll'C' 
tlH!1lI a block grallt without any n:qllit-cllJ(!llt 
ror local tnaillknan('(; or anything of that 
kind'~ But thc ~Cri<lll~ dallgu tlwrc h til:lt 
thi, will l)('cotll(' :t i"aCt; tu 'tll(! hottOIll, It\ 
al\\"ay~ dW:lp(~r to Cllt p( '( Ipk ofT \I'd Ell (: t ilall 
to Ill<l\'(; thCl1l to work It will :t!\\,av, I)(~ 

dwapcr to Im"n Lt:IICi"lts th:!l1 to flgll;'; (IIi! 
how to rctllJ(:e tllC c:lselo;\d hI' IlloI'ing tll(:11I 
to \VOl-\';_ ' 

\Vc all"(::I(k d,) I('~~ f()I \'()lIII" cllildrcil thall 
tIl(l~t (II' 0111' 'lIlaiot (,(!In]l~;tlt()J~-p!;rh:tps all 
or (>Ill' 111;lj()] ("()tllll(~tit,)],-tlll(1I1gl")lIt til!' 
II'udd. '\11(1 I ill~t h(,ii(:I,: that I\'(; Catillot allow 
\\'elf":I1(~ n'i"o;111 til lw :1 mce ttl the hO\t('1I1 

. i.,;t 11](: ~:II' ;1~:lill, 1 klloll" ill tlle"i"\' it's 
I-igilt, but kt 'Ill!: 1(:llIiIHi all (l 1'011, I s\~J"\(:d 
f(~r 12 ~t'al's ;lS:1 (:ol"(:rJl(lI". [,(;Iycd in g(lod 
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ti:nes awl h,ld lilll{:~.·\ km;w dla! til,: [n~1 
2 >'eu~, !hh IS the sl,cond rear in;1 row when 
in all prolXlhility all 50 Stales. will h<l\'c /~('O
nomic growdt Thai i~ tl flighb' \lflllsual "ir
t.'1!1tblancc (Jn~r the- bst two {l;:cad!~~_ 

And I"m jns( telling )'011, I've hctm III 

(]1Jollgh Stale kgisbtun:s in my life, no! jll;;I' 
in Illy Stn!t! hat 1\11 aro;md this till!ll!JY, tn 

bCl\I': what', gOhlg W happen. if ru; pHi ~his 
wdf:m; rdtmll block grallt wlth le"<; HltllHl)' 
and 1I\J !o~id 1Illtllllcnaocc n~(;\ljf(!lfli;t11 up 
<Jgainst :hc .\It·dicaid cuts and tlw ednt--.ltioll 
cut~ and the olheT thing5 thaI a!7j in \hi~ 
budge(, yO!! {d! me h!l\\' dIe 1)()<lt children 
of )"m StaW afe going \0 fare when (hey 
have 10 .leal Wit]1 the nursing hOllle lol1hy. 
A'lJ I'm nut eomplahlillg: ahoul thl: nll:"sing 
110011: !ebh)'; )'lm jn«' td! me hoy. d)(~y'n: 
going!o fare. 

YOll know, I:vcrylalil), wants 11) 'CH! ,tedic
aid til ~lln~th;, h,x,';\!\s\! the), ;;al' tlH!r~ just ;\ 
poor ?:cvm's health care, Yon know ~s weI! 
;IS I do almmt 70 lX!n..-cnt of that money gOt!S 

io the ddedv ant che &'illhled. And thcv'rc 
all (.'O)tllin~ i(; ~(.'L! YOli fOul your Stall: legisla, 
lors. 

Nvw, Ito,v arc they gning to lIo? IIow art.! 
:!'l~S(} poor childh!!I going h) d,j? !low ar(; 
th<:..'1 going in do ag.linst \0111'; 0:' my !;\v,lfi!(! 
lobhies-Ib,: t:d;I(.'atio!! II/hhk,:>? Ilow are 
tht..,y gl1ing tn lb:) Not \'c:y well. lIow am 
the}' going to dn against a lohhy lImt no ()lll: 

ei!U say no to, ,I,I: pnson lobhy? The criTm! 
rale go,t-'. til) :md your leghlilturc Slirrlln~ sen
tences, am people don l walll YOll p:lNlling 
k)lb that hn,'e no 1J\15\ness on the ~tre!:L And 
11)(; on!}' way yO!: can get t\ih Fcdeml mOlWY 
for r:isol!~ ]'i if> 0(1 pmmi.:;.; tll b\l"!~ ;w'lplc 
In !(lj~ge( :t!.d igllOlU ~'f>Hr own parol!: lil\\'S, 
\Vile:l \")!; ),a".<; I(! Hllikh Ihat IIlnllev !i!' hlli!.! 
prhfJn; on yo,!!' m,11, bow an.. )011' gniHg to 
:.:and lip :md S:lY, "\Veli, wlllebow w,~'n! 
g<)ing In keep doing wh;l.! we I!~"d to do ft,r 
r,HiOr children?" I\nll yO\l C;)1l walk l\wityalld 

sa\', "Wdl, wbat wu used tu do du.:~n't I,mrk, 
~O· rnayil<; we ,houh!n'\ dl) ;mj'thiug. " gilt til(: 
truth j.; w~: do j,~s~-I wi!; ~<I)' it :!~ai\l-w(! 
do l;:s~ iin' dll]d:Ul tkl11 the (;0111111 d" with 

\\,1,1<.+ W':' '1:111":\';' 
,\nd IL;\ ,\ LOll a p:lrL~..i11 i,SiH:, ~1: I(::I~~ 

it m:Vi~r L,\ bl'(~11 I,,:fore. EVJ;!)ihil\g that 
happ\·ncd in the !H~t 2 yeHr:. \111 Ih~"d Sln;-!, 
Oil cH~ly 1'(\m:;I(iol\ illiHalh'j~ WI." did, VII tilt: 

nsi 

family and llwdi;;,li bl\":, {j\'Cf)' sirg!c thill); 
WHS:l \;iparti!><lll hsw!. ,;n:rvtlling, 

Now. ! think dwrt! an; t¥.u- big de-hates 
thaI are undergirding 1111S wdfarc dehate, 
and I'd tikI; to jtj~1 JIll! it out 011 IiI': table 
today, One h tlu: dch1i\!; ahoul what c:m,(j\ 
;><:ople tn he on welfa:-u. h il PL'onornic and 
f'nliLcs, or i\ il C:Ilwn:? '1')1,\1'\ waHy w!mt's 
hdnml ,til Ih;,~ debate (ibml! \..;W\ in t:l': 
mo,-,ic~ a:ld til tlie rap lyric~ and all 

A:h! by Ill<: Wity. J think ii's a pO';i1 iI'\: thing. 
\'011 know, Mr~. Gora W;l\ talkinl,! is yt.';I(,\ 

IlgH ahom the thulg<lrs of dcSlrucli-:e enter
!;.imw:;nt fOrt:e\ 011 Childl'<:l), I'\'e IwclI dmi, 
knb·mg lIollyw(>(xJ llod tbe tdt.'\is){)n Itel· 
works to r<-"docl) \iolel\cc fm \'ears. I don't 
(dnd lhis ddl<l(l:. I think this "j;: a good de
bat(:, 

Bllt tht: !mtl, i~, i:'~ not either/'lL YOll H:U. 
till;!!' w:t~ om; yO:lllg g:rJ iI:\cr\'j,:~\'('(; iH a 
JlNwi,; lim: iu;:1 \\'(:tk-a~h;d 111;1", \';rl'l~ dl! VOII 

think ahout this d1iba\t~ in \V:lshiogvm a~;n\!t 
wIH:ther mmies were ell\l'ii!l~ dw hn:akdo\\11 
of families, Anti !>llt! salrt "\Vell, my r.1ther·~ 
working three j(lb~. I'll (dl yOIl, that's not 
good for (Jur [ami!)'. I \\l\h he'd just t'Ollh~ 
home anti spend V'Blg tinw \'111, me:' 

OU dw o~IH)r bill.!, penpk who d,;ny that 
ClIl!uw i~ " lrlru: an: wnm~ Tlw S!a\,!s 1H 
:h:s eountrv ..vitll the I"w(~st iHl,:;,rc(:ra!ioll 

rale~ ai'>!} h~\n) IIIi: highest hi~h ;c\:ool grad
Ilatilm t'.1te~ :md they oft ell don't spoerllill: 
1ll00t mont..;" Thcr.: "rc ;1111\')<;1 on ponr dlil. 
dren in familie-; with two pm<.·nt~ ill dlc
hOUle, So (f I could illS! \V,we a m.1gic wand 
;1:Jd make thi~ prohll:m ~() a\\~I;', I wmlld 
nc\'er 1w\,1: :motlH:r kid in ;t home w!wre 
dwm wI;n)tl'l {WI> Ihtr,mts' UlIti! till! dd:d 
f(~i(~l;e(~" c(:rl:lill ag'l! \" iLII 111,,11 the: el,ild 
nmid tal,; e"n~ "f h;lIl~dr Of hel';;!:"' Th;\( 
w()u!d he .1 \\'o,Hkr(1I1 tlulle; ir lI'a! could il!': 

;hlll<!, And in till:! ~1;!I)!~, ,!J\:IV h a tll!!:I!al 
t'ol1lp,'mJnt toll.li ihi~, 

So 111(: p<:oplr.: :1M! are mn them t:\l!orling: 
PilH!llt' io Iw more resptlll~ihlt}, and j~?lPG· 
dally Ilule P;\h~ll!~' 10 be mqr,' rf-"SI)(m~iblt:, 
people lih: thi~ I'ro'Hi\!~k(~l'l)(;I'<; Croup. 11\(':: 
des!;!\'(; Ol:r SHPpO>t. Tlwy ;1:>;(:1"\1: onr \\11'

pl:fL ':'jI('H; ;" .1 (;\.11\11':1; d,'IU,!'I III all :Id~, 

!'hll Ie \:1;' 111,\! ilk!,: h 110 Ilhti:,wJ 'W;P,'II" 
,~Ihilit\' OH :hc ('l,'''HiH'lie ;l'l(] po:iti"aJ ,,'dt!, 
! tl!bk i~ jl!~( phil] \\'l"'Ht( ,\Ilrl ddh" 111(: t':>,. 

Ix)riene,: nf \!n~I)'. "in!,;!.:, ~ol!t;!!)' l'llHnlr;' ill 



the world, l\nd I might add, Iha! alllhe pen
pie :hal :1Tc Oil! there \wlrkillg ill the private 
charities, go ,mer";cw th!~m ;111<1 a~k them 
if ttwy Ihi1lk that wo CBn jlj~t walk aW.lf (rom 
lhis, 

So J wou:d say. thi.; r:nltur::l ddwtc i~ ,I 

vcry g,xxl thing, and we n\lg:lt tn h.:m; it. 
Bu! tll0fjJ is pllliTlly.1 political :wd CC!lIIomit.: 

Ul(;j to this, If ynn look :I: rising poverty lmd 
\t:tgl:aling middkd,IS'I llH'nnlcs ill tlli~ :":111)
iry, it i~ d:;-lrly !h~: result of ial pnlalinn,,1 ,.'co· 
llomic I r,--:nd\ ~weepillg all ath~ml"(!d ",Hill" 
cries m:d nation;,: eCUtIUlll!;; polkk., '\1I(!;,IJ 
tllO~C Ilnnp> (,n: reinfnru:tl. o:w willi :m
olbc•. 

\\'e are <)t1 the vt:rge of h;wing a 4(}'yem 
lvw tn the- minimum Wl!gl~, \\'l1y \\-~)uld ~Olfle
hody who was 011 wdfart~ who had :wo kid~, 
who at ICJ.~f had Iwnlth CHru fmlll M..'dieaid 
and tht!y\1! gol footl ~ln1l1p\. go In work, if 
we won't even rai~e the IlIlnlmutn wag(~ 10 
keep it up to wh(:~(: it \,/;1\ 10 reur~ ago, in 
raet, wc're going to let it go to 11 40·YI!,1t low, 

&; I implore ~UH. G(lvemnrs- art) mppme!: 
t'l 1)(: thl' plac~~s '.\'h~r(; pn()pie look at the 
Hul world lInd dley ~<.:I liway (rom all lllb 
t~H:OI')' and 1()lJk al the practic{:_ Tlw~,"'s <I po
!i,ical and Hf1 Iv,(\j,)omic d(!n:r:ot 10 th;~ pmh
:~:IJl, lim] them is H cu!ton:! d:..mell( 10 tl11: 
pro:l!t;m, Th;;t is OJHJ hig d,;aL 1 think tllmo 
IS a p'lhlic n;spnnslbiht; and Ilwn; lS it pr:".II,: 
re:;pomiklity, bod:. IIO! dt!wrior. 

There':, allol1wr ddl:.ll: l-:()iHg nil il\:w 
w!;;d~ i~; \Vlm! is the :110,( impotlallj drillg 
we ean do to help t~TOW th,~ I!COl!lHlI), tll1d 
stauiliz.c die sO(:ictv? And Oil om: side of tll:ll 
ddnlk therc arc tflO~e who Sa\' lilt: Jr1ml im
portant thing w{, call do h to f~,<l!J{:;~ thI! ddt
cit and ~hri;rk the Cm'(!rmllt;f1I. Alld l!olhing 
elo;c Icatl), tn:lllcrs bL'(.-.lHSC Ille ('\,deral COy
crnm.;ul wo\lld m<:\\ "l) ~ Otil:·,'a(' p;\rad,~. 
And on lllc other ~lt!e uf Ih,lI debate an: nol 
pC(Jt)le who S<I\' we Heed a Co"enH)It~l1l; \1,: 

11<'t:;llll\ c\pan;!ed bllH~a1)(;fiK:;'-, Til,,1 ddlHll: 
I, not (;,\j,;:cllt ill \\':\\ll1lll;(I,n 

r\l\l lUilk al tilt: w,or~L \\'c b,'!: n:dllccd 
:,lreath', wi:!, (b: 1\\,; lHl,lgoh dn:a,h' adopt
,~,L tj;~ ,i/A.: oj' Ib; Fn!.:j;\J Cnl";m~lh:F! bv 
2~il,O{J;). COIlL(!<;\~ljj;(h CoLl'llin\ ,ILI;;'.t~ 
")\cd to do th;d, 1<' brhg 1)1': 1'\;,);;1.11 COl:' 
,}m'pmlt t<i I:,; ,m,d:';"1 .,il,; 'iHCC I'n~~:d(:1\1 
1\('I1flcd:; \Va'> l'p_,i,J,:nt. \\1,:.,: had tln,m:ItK 
challgl;~ 1H n'g;ddt;UIl. T!w 2~; s!;,1<::. wit1: IIw 

waivers: from Federal mk.-s ml \-vdfatt~ is jmt 
Olli; t:xlIInpie, The d~ndl lias Iw\:tJ hrollght 
,Jown Ilnc() !lnll;$ in :; row fnr tlw fir~l lirtH: 
silla; M:. Tm!\l<ll! \\-,;, herc, 0!<'!IIXh' is :01' 

11 hi~hcr defi-r.:ct. TIMt :'i: n()t dH~ i;.~tI(:: ' 
"rh..:: i~S1:~ h: Arc t:WfC M'Y othcr mspHlI_ 

sbi!iti(J~ of th,; National C(l"t:(nUh;ill? 1 h(!
[iI)\'() tlJ,;!"~ lifC YJIlIC. J tl~ink we han: In lleb 
pcop"c wll" e.J:ln!Jt help 1!I':lh',.<;h·,~~ tlln)lIt!)1 
'I., f:mll 0: :ltdr 0\'."'1, not ht'l1111'iC ·j,ev're 

',n'$pon~ihk;, bllt tlu,ogli fau:! of 11",;1'I!(i 

own. I:ke little child;;:I; ""':1(' are IliX)r, 1\1:d 
I tldnk In: ha\"(: 10 eHlj)()WN pcople ttl lIIakl~ 
tiw )!)O~I of ~ht:ir own li~'e~, bcc;n:-;t! tint wav 
wc'lI nil he beHe ufe Tha(,; whal 1 hcli(:\"(;, 
Therefort, 1dOli': think 11w! YI'Il <:ml ~ac(ifice 
our rc~pom:hi1ity to cdOClIlC' pt_";lph: 1!1Id Ollr 
respons1hilily for ba~ic health ;}nd safl!!)" Stl, 

curil\' i~~\l(;"~, on tilt: lllter of deficit n:.luciioli,
rOil know, sometime': 1 tbink Ill)' big \)mh. 

lem i~ that I W;I~ for -',ome of tbe~c t 1i:ll.(\ 
hefore they w,:n; popular, li~e ddldi r.!{lu7:
t:OIl. EHjnihodv'~ fm it now, Tbat dOCS-II'! 

tIIeiill y.,~ ~tldll,'t do a lot of il ill Iht) la.,! 2 
\'cllfS,. . 

So w{: iwq; to dccide lim!. )!OW, don', kid 
:-~'IIf,>"lf-froUl the point o( ...kw 0: :b; COL
,'rc,~, w>:1i"an; reforHi 1m..' \Iopped hdcg wd
tire mf(Hl11 pri:lllllily. ];flrt',\J!ly \q:lfa:l: fl;

iin!:! is a way to oJ! Sp!!tHl1ng ,))I !!u: poor 
"n 1\1<11 v-.-,: dllH'! :LIH: to \\!:ry almu! It and 
\\''1: (.';1:1 ],aJ.l.Ll"(~ tlle illldl!,{;t ,;1 7 rears ;tlld 

~i\\: .t bIt! t~!., ell\, !arg:dy henditing llpp,;r 
;m:pcw p'.'1l[111~ who havc doP(! prell:,' wdl 
ill !lit, llJStl's, -rhat\ whal this i'i.ahooL 

It h IfUll tklt ;, lot nr pr:oplo gi:nllindy 
Ix:lie\<, :he Statr'> oughl 10 hun: mono sm' 
(j\'I,r Ihis. So do L It i~ Inll~ tlp.( a lot (;f 
p<~opic be!i(:\'c dl1~ prior ~:,stem didn't do 
IIH1ch good ror pt~()pb wlm weft' pl~r!lla. 
J1<~!ltly t!(:!,\<;Il<!cnt 011 wclf.<m::, So do L :\lId 
I It:l\C fm L'l \"ill""" Bill we "Inmld unt nJII
ruse-if we n;;tlh' ;.,;,\' it''> mnn; iI11POr!:1111 to 
CHt ~\J.!;ndin\.; Y;' tb:!l we l',\1\ ha'i;w(t: (h,: 
b!ldg'~1 in i y(~;\r" ,11\;1 ;;liE gil,! a 1;1,,\ h'(,l<!:i",'! 
1<: H;lpcr ii;Z()Ill\' lWQp!l;, ,~\"~I\ ir w;;'m bo'oing 
(,; [lilT! pr")f ;;:hild",,!O. Il\:{);)!\~ (wgh: 10 jll\\ 

~a\' tl'at nal '">\ h-,';lll"; d,al\ \\·I:al\ I-";I]h 
11I'1\;';III\:;;\l! :h". . 

S~, I ;u~ \HI! In t!n;,\" ah<:,nt it, \\'i,:!:\ ;1 
1!',hg: ti< 1,,: "hh" ~h" :1\,\1 llIU! tI,.; ("(>:1."> aw 
~W\":lII~ .uHI Ii,,' ,\!;ddi,: \\:I~sl i' ii a t\l'pq,,,· 
'11)11, ,,;1,,:1) t:w {a:n'!;lI'd goe; In pic,.",: 
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wllllt's it goiut! to be like lite Tl(lXi time 
there's a hlgh.h~ch CiJU.lf1SC and the t,(;'j"t;; 

are :11 lrouble am! only :11<: llemt:a:ld i~ doing 
Wl:ll? Wf);1ffi if gOicg to he like the Il(!xl lime 
Wt~ have a ~~~riOI!S national Tt;cnssinn if then: 
i, not even a maintnlHlllre of eO'ort require
:11I:mt? Iftl:ere is not real dfnrt ~o IJa\"j~WOfk? 
You knm... what :I's g,)ing lu he :rke. YO'I'II 
hilw! les\ pt'()ple moving from weifan: In 
work, more p,'{,p!n getling !e'>'> money, and 
the most lInportalll thin}! i~ (ur chfldrck om 
CUllll!!. wil: he in TllOfl! diff:cnh cIf
Ct~IlS(,\I!tTS, 

YOI; could not desirll a pr:)~ram tlmt wDuld 
fl(~ tno tough on wor,. for lW). YOll cO\1ld not 
design a progr.l111 tbat \\'oDld gin, tltt: St~lt(jS 
any ftl(J~e {It:xihi;ity th:m I \Vaat to give them 
a~ bug a'i we recngniz.~ that we, our Allier
i(:",w.vi!lagc. It;l.vc 3. rc~pnnsihihty to Q,;f dlil. 
drcn and that in the cnd. onr po!iliL'"l;l llnd 
(''(.'Ollomic policies rn:lst :-cinlorc(: the cnlturc 
'Ne'w trying to creat(!, They ought fo be 
r,rofamilyand pwwork. But jf we gd in. lhc 
lLX in thi~ country wher!,- people cannm SH<::
('ced as panmts \~ithollt being derelict at 
work or the\' C,lf\110t stK'ce(,d lit work without 
:)cbg: d'.:rdict to :hdr children, which is C~" 
a(;~ly what e.!o:.is~s for too mall)' JX'Dple ill 

America looay or th.11 i~ their deep \vorl)'. 
thcn wc are gning 10 suffer. \Ve am gOllig 
10 suITer t'conon:ically, .mel we me going to 
5ufrcrcll(umlk 

;\OW, r tbit;k t!:i~ is a h:lge npportunity. 
\Vc Gm .sa\~; some !nOlle\' lind reduce the 
deficit in this welfaru arc,;. I havt: proposed 
that. 1 think WI..: cun. I d(l1l'l bclievu t,".'()rv 
pcm:y-..n,·r..: ~pcnding b ....1{:ffi<;a!l{:t, hnt I j,,:t 
would sa\' to VQI! we !nl:q not walk uvr.lV, 

and vou" shm;ld no! walk a\\~l\". And V~;!l 
shouldn't w:Jnt ns Ii) pllt yon I;' ;1 po"ition 
to- w;;lk away fmlll uur fund:!.mcntal n;spOli' 
~ihili[ie'" };!sl i:n;;.giu; a:l (he de/J,\t<.:s dm! .In.: 
going to Oee!H bcrc_ Children are not \"(.:r;
wdlorganized Puur dliJdrcll are vcry poudy 
org:miz,~d. lh..'\' will not do well on halance 
ill ~,!l the Slatt! icgi;;blHr"~ uf the COIIl1!!y the 
He\! tinl! things ,1(: ri~;1llr Inul and, CS;-X" 
cilllly, after "W till! olh(!r budgd ellt~ cmnc 
dOW11 \0 nil 11I<.: Ol!:,;f people who will ;\\:;0 
he 1m \l)\!r J\oorstt!P. 

\\'e'um h;wc welfare reform. \\',: can bid. 
;mcc t!lt' hmJj!l:L We em shrink tlH! C()n~rn' 
!lIen\ ami .'ilill bc' faithful til uur fU:Hlament;t1 

n;spomihililics to om children aml illlf fH· 
brc. Ld',> do!)'t maK'; 1: dth,r!m. f J!r's do 
it all, (Il' it ri!;hc ami tnkl! t!li~ ULIll[f)' :0 

ILe Hex; C'-!I:t:ny:n ~nod ~hapc. 
Thank you, and God bl()s~ yO\! all. 

Non:: The I'resiJtmt S!X);"I) at 1<1'1 p,;II, al t!.,~ 
Stodli~r Hc:m;s~.iI,ec linrl~)r I'laC(~ :'1 It., n;· 
m:,rk., ;,(: rd"rn~d b (;"y, I hl'l'!all! J),,-m ,,:- V{!r. 

f!ion!; Cnv. ).,likt: l.c'Fia !Jf :;:'IL: Go.. ·. l'aff15 0:, 
Glendening of Maryland: Milli)! Kw! Sdmwht; 
of Balti'hme; G,w, Md C"nhlhau "f ;'L\'<>lIn; 
Cov, ':tIlJIU';' C. T!Ja;;I'I,Cl of Wiy,."u,:,'; en\', 
Gv{'cge \'. \;':Cl:<;,-',;h ,,( Ohio, ;)11', \.py. J;)11:1 A. 

Kitzhaber nf Or:~gc;t 

Uemarks at the S;lfe mHI Drug-Fn:c 
ScI;(}o]... Rc(.'og:niti~Ul I'rogr.aH~ 
JIHW 7,1995 

Jnime, 1 think I ,-,;lU \pt':iK for .!~.:ry adult 
ill tltis audience tDday an,l $ay (b: thcrc'~ 
not a peL'iOIl ll!~l"e w1lO \wHlllil:'! h(~ proud 
to f)(; Ylnlf pap,-n: when ~'O1! graduate fnJlll 
high ~cho()l tOillorrow. Thank you, and Cod 
h:t~s\ )ll1l for <wcl)'thing I'mi'vtl done. Thank 
\1)\1, MaTih-n,:or heing ht:r<;. Th,\11!.: "Oll. Di
~ecmr 13r;)wlI, And ~hank \'Oll, S'l'cmlarv 
HHc}'. ,. 

Ladies and gcnlklw:u, Iht: statement yon 
jlln iward fmlll this Dac young \mlllen, ann!!: 
to begill Itc:- lif<: afler high ~dl()<;I, bas ,:It'ar 
atl example a\ I <;add eVer think of. of whil.1 
1 (bink \\~: ongh: to he dning :t~ ,,\ cOlllltr...., 

You hear all thew debates I1p here ill \\'a~h· 
111gtOfl abo'" wll!,Yther the g()\'\!rnt1l(~nt ~hUllld 
do !11i~. :hat, or :he ulbcf thing:, ,dtUlwr our 
;)rohicms are f\l!1\lamcmatl\" 10 he "ddr('s~(>{l
by polilkalll.ction. ,If wll.:tl;cr ;.n 1,rollr PlO;" 
l~Hls ;;w JUS! {;\1llm,tJ :md if pf'ople \~'ould 
jwlt :;imply take l\~;;ponsihm!:.' filr t!1t!1rI;;eh (:~ 
ilnd tic the right IhiLg we w(\uldn'l Ii:,\'!' ,my 
problems, ami t!H!wfo:t', we ~~lonld jH~l ~l!
nore ;lIIY sp<';ll(;in~ c::d!-n,)lhillg is r<.:all~' 
worth i!ln~.,ti[jg in.11)\'~ jU'i! make e\'\~!yh()d:' 
do the right thing 

T;H~ Hlllh is, in die real w{)rid \r(; lwed 
tu du bolll lhillg~. P'1WBi' kln~ j(1 ,1;1 h<!tl,'r 
C;;;illlpl(;\; {hey h;\\(; to t<:adl llwir children. 
\VI! need to tell young 1"X.'opl(; lit till' t'arli(!\i 
:1I,.:,ible age, 'Th!'r(; u~m,'.' ;J limo.; ia liil; 
wLell ,Hm <-"<ill!lol hlame ll:lIe; P'"Op:p fw 
jU\lr (}Wll prnhlelJls, mJil ""h.!tvlci :~)11f (lit'· 

http:I'rogr.aH


, • 
Aaministration()j William J. Clinton,l995 1 Apr. 18 651 

Statement on the Crash ofan Air 
Force C-21 in Alabama 
AprillB,1995 

Hil!my and I were very saddened to learn 
of the: crnsh of an Air FQ1"Ce C-21 a.in.nft 
ncar Alexander City,. Alabama. last night, 
witb the loss of eight liyes. The death of these 
individuals is a tragic loss {Of the U,S. Air 
Force and the Nation. Their death reminds 
us all how much we arc indebted to those 
militluy nnd dvilim; personnel who Serve in 
the defense of our Nation. Our hearts afld 
our prayers go out to tlm families and friends 
of those who were killed, 

The Prc!lidcnfs News Conference 
April IS. 1995 

Tlte Prtudaent. C<xxl c\'cnlng. Ladies and 
gentlemen, hefore we begin the press con
ference. I ""'ant to express on behalfof Hillary 
1l1ld m~clf Ollr profoundest condolences to 
lite families and to the loved ones of the eight 
Americans who \\'ere killed in the crash of 
the Air Forcc- plane in Alabama la<;t night. 

Tonight 1 \vant to talk about welfare re
(onn. But before I do. I'd like to take just 
a mimlle to put welfare reform [llto the oon~ 
text of what is going on flOW in the United 
Slates Congress, Before the Easter break, the 
Honse of Heprescntativcs produced a flUfry 
of ideas and proposals_ Some of them were 
good, Some need work Some should he reM 
j'-""<:tcd. My joh is ttl ....'Urk ....ith people of good 
faith in hoth parties, III both Houses, to do 
wlmt is hest jilt America. 

I was not eleCi:!.."tJ to produce a pile of ve
toes. And the Cougress was flot elected to 
prod\K'C ;l pile of political issues for tbe next 
election. My philosophy is that we have to 
go he)'Qud tbis kind of pollti<!s-IlS-usuai. the 
old debate about whether there should be 
more ('><:lvcmment or less Government. i 
think we Il(,'teti a bt!tter and different Govem
!Hunt lllar helps pt>opie who are helping 
lhemrelvcs, ooe that offers opportunity but 
demands fCspon5ibility, 

I b:a\'c S()tni: t'Ommon goals with the new· 
Hcpuhlican tl1>ljority in tbe Congress. They 
say liwj' want to n:ducc the dcflcit and thl : 

si:r.e of C.o\'cmIlK'UL I support tha1. My ad

ministration has reduced the deficit bv $600 
billion and is redUCing the size of ~vem
ment by over 2SO,000 people. In fact, if it 
were not fo~ the interest 'We have to pay on 
the debt run UJ) between 1981 and 1992. our 
Government's budget would be in balance 
today. Let me say that ngain, because 1 don't 
think the American people know that If it 
were not for tbe inlerest we have to pay this 
year on the deht nm up ix:!Wctm 1981 and 
1002, our Government's budget would be in 
halance today. 

The Republicans ~ay tbat they want to be 
lough on crime. Our crime bill is tough on 
crime, and I "''llilt to work wuh them to build 
on that. The A(.1)IJhliea:ns are supporting the 
line-item vcto, and so am L I worked hard 
to get u version of the line-Item vcto passed 
through thc Senate, and l look forward to 
working wilh them, actually getting agree
ment in both Houses and having a line-item 
'teto <:orne into In.w. 

As we look ahead. the issue is, what are 
we going to do on the outstanding matters? 
I have commented at length on tllem before 
the nfM-:spaper edito.." but let me "y again, 
1wal\t us to show responsibility and common 
sense and decency. Do we need to cut regu~ 
laBOR, as they say? Of course, we do, But 
we don't nee<l (0 undenninc our rommjt~ 
ment to the "fety of our slcies or the purity 
of our waler and air -or the sanctity of our 
!ong~term (.'Ommitmenf to Ihe envimnmenL 
Do \\'e need 10 be tough on crime? Ofcourse. 
-we do, hut we don't need 10 repeal the oorn~ 
mitment 10 100,000 ro1icc officers or the as
sault weapons b.tn. 1)0 we need to cut taxes? 
1 hclieve we do, hut not as much as the 
H(lUSC bill proVides, ( think the tax cuts 
should be targeted to the middle class and 
to educlItion so we raise incotflt.:s and growth 
for America over the long rnn. 

NQ\\.-!et's talk a little about welfare. That's 
an iSHIC that Ihe R(.1luhlicans and 1. and the 
of.'Ongressional Democrats ~hot1ld he able to 
agree on. The)' say we shollld end welfare 
a') We know it. nlat'S a wmmitment 1 made 
in 1992 alld again in 1993 and 1994. Welfare 
reform is surely an e»ample where a11 the 
pt-"Optc ought. 10 he "hie to get together in 
the Congre_\s to have mfnnn. 

We !ill know what we need. We netoQ time 
limits fix welfare R'".:ipicnis. We m.~ strict 
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work requirements.' We oL'ed very tough 
child support enforcement. \Vc flced mote 
flexibility for the States. That's. what our ad-' 
miniiiration has been working on ffir more 
lhan 2: years now, We already h.,\\'C freed 25
Slates from <:umbersome Federal mles and 
regulations so tht.'Y ClIO pursue we;fare re
form on their own. Tonigh( we~re cutting 
redtapc for tW(! more States. for Montana 
and Missouri. one State with a Hcpuhliem 
Governor, one State with a Demoeratie Gov· 
emor, hoth committed io require pt.'Oplc on 
-wdfare to go to INOrk within 2 years. That's 
the same time limit I called for wilen I ran 
for President and that I called for last year. 

Most people are in agreement on this, The 
qum;:tion is.. what are we going.!o do ahout 
it in \Vasllington, In 1994. I introdu~l the 
mmt sweeping wdfare reform t..ver pm
serlh!d to Congress. In 1994, Senator Dole, 
Senator Cramm. Senator 8r0\\11. and Sen, 
ator Packwood cosponsored a pretty good 
bill, III 1994, Speaker, then~Congressman, 
Gingrich and 162 of the 175 House Repub
licans sponsoreil a bill that was .an awftdlnt 
like mine. All of these bills were based on 
the S<lllle idea; lne fundamental go..'ll of wel
fare refonn is to move people into the work 
force and to make them independent. 

But the bill that Pll'i$OO the Hou'>C of Rep... 
m;kmwtiv<.."S, supported hI' the House Hcpuh
licans, in my opinion, is too v,teak on work 
and too tough on children. It stwes a lot of 
money in the short run hl,lt at gnial damage 

·to our long run intcfests. promoting respon
~ible parenting and working to promote inde
pcndc,tcC. 
. The only way to save money over Ihe long 

mn is to move people from welfare to wofk 
and to ensure that thl..'j' have the skills 10 keep 
jobs and to stay independent. And it's wrong 
to cut children off just because (heir mothers 
<Ire minor. After arI, a child is a child. a hahy 
i~ a baby" \Vhether they're white Qr black or 
brown, whether tllev'rc hom in or out of 
wedlock, every .child deserves a chance to 
make a good life. 

Surely we should not punish childr.;o for 
tbe Hlistake~ of their parents. Instead, .....-e 
ought to give tbem a cil;llt(;c to become lnde
pcrHk-nl, full participating citizens, not purt 
ofIhe v.'Clfare poputmion. 

Let me say ag,tin, this {loes not have to 
he a partisan issue., I know that there ure 
stJtru; here in Washington, for example, who 
want !n fold this whole welfare rcfonll issue 
into the broader bmlgct dchale. If )'{)u put 
it into the budget process, as those of you 
who live here 'know, it can be buried ill a 
pifc (If other issue\. ArlO then there witl be 
no need fQr a bifX\rtisan COllsellSUS on welfare 
reform. But welfare reform il; too imlXlrtant 
for Ihil1 kind of Washington game. It should 
he open, It should be bipartisan, And, we 
should get on 'with it right 1m'ilY, ' 

,I want to challenge Congress to fnl'>s II Li
p.1rtis;m welfare reform bill and put it on my 
desk by July the 41h, so thilt we can celebrate 
Independence Day by giving Amcricam on 
welfare the chance, the opportunity, the re~ 
sponsihilit'y, to mo....e to Independence. , 

Surgeon Cenertzf Nomination 
Helen [Helen Thomas, Unit...'i1 Press 

Intematl-onal). 
Q. Mr, Presldent, Senator Dole ha... Ihreat~ 

. cOI:,·d to block Dr. FOSler's nomination as 
Surgeon Cenerm from rea.ching II vote or 
going to the Senate floor. r have n two-part 
(Jllcstton. Are you going to the milt to fight 
for it? Are you going to withdww it? And 
do you think thai abortion. which is still law
ful in thiS country, will he .:l litmus lest in 
PrcsidenHaJ politics? . 

The Pre.«Unt. Yes, I'm ~ing to the mat 
for the nomination Whether abortion is a 
litmus test in Presidential politics is up to 
tne volers. Dr. Foster is a good man \\'llh 
a good rcoord as a family doctor, a .. someone 
who has helped tbousands of mothers to give 
birth to their children. nnd as un academic 
and as someone who bas :s.upportoo policies 
that are pro~family nnd pro-ehHd. He i.. quali
fied. lie should be confirmed. He should not 
be caught up in any kind of politics, Ptes!
{JenHai or otherwise. . 

Tefry (Terence Hunt. Assoclatetl Press]' 

RuMian Nuclear Cooperation Wid, Iran 

Q. Mr. President. two countries with 
which the Unik><1. States has important ·reln~ 
ti01l5hip~, Russu aud Chinn, want to sdl U(l

dear technology to Ir.m over yourobjccti~ns. 
Can you explain why Hussin, in prn1:icular. 
would w.mt til gin; this technology to a nCigh
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THE PRESIDENT: Good morning. As, a candidate for 
president f : pledged to end welfare a~ we know 'it. And as President I 
I've bee!":. doing eve::ythir.g in my p01A'e:r to kee.p:that pledge. 

Earlier, fo= more than 15 years, first as· Governor of 
Arkansas and later when I became President: I have always felt it was 
critically important to fix our broken welfare system. It doesnlt 
honor our values of work and family and personal responsibility. 
t>jell, it's been a long time coming, but finally the senate is taking 
up ~hi5 issue. 

Meanwhile, over the- last two and a half years, while 
l'va been urging Congress to act, 1I1Y administratfon has worked as 
hard as we can to change the welfare system by executive action in a 
way that. honors the values roost Americans hold dear -- work , 
responsibility and family. we've put tough ~hild support enforcement 
at the center of the national debate. Our administration. collected a 
record level of child support in ~994 -- $10 billion. And I signed a 
tough executive order to crack down on federal employees who owe 

. child support. . 

We've also cut through federal red,tape to speed up 
welfare reform all around the country by approving experiments in a 
record 34 states. Just throuqh these experiments, i million 
recipients of welfare around the country are now being required to 
work, pa}~ child support, live at home and st'ay in school, or earn a 
paycheck, from a business that pays thett', with mon~y that used to be 
spent on food sta~ps and welfare. Now 1 I have told all 50 states 
they can have these welfare reforms immediately I within 30 days, just 
bY,·sking. 

Next weeki it's the Senate's, turn to do its part. The 
'current system must be replaced. Instead of requiring people to 
work, now it penalizes people who go to work', Instead of 
strengthen~ng families, now it gives teenagers a separ~te check to 
leave hOir,s;, leave schoo::' and set up their own households. !nst.ead of 
demanding responsibility, it lets too many parents who owe child 
support just walk away without paying. That's not right, and itls 
tirr,e to change it. 

But we should do this the" right waYI not ~he wrong way. 
Re.al reform, first and foremost, must be about work. We should 
impose time li~its and to~gh work requirements while making sure that 
parents get the child care they need to go to work. We should reward 
states for putting,people to wo:t;k, not for cutting people off. We 
will only succeed :"f we move people fraIl', welfare to work. 

, B~t real welfare reform is also about family. That 

means puttlng ln place the toughest possible child support 

enforcement. It means requiring teen mothers to live at home, to 

stay in scheol, to t.urn their lives around. But it doesn't mean 

punishing ch,ildren for'the ll':istakes of their parents. 
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And finallYI welfare 'reform must be about 
responsibility. states have a responsibility to tr,aintain their own 
effor~s to move people frOE welfare to work. That way we can have a 
race to independence, not a race to the bottom. And individuals have 
a,responsibility to work in return for the ~elp they receive. It's 
time to make welfare a second chance, not a way of life. It's time 
to make responsibility a way of life. 

Le~ me be clear -- some differences still remain between 
the congressio,nal proposals and me. But we must find' common ground 
-- and soon. Look how far we've corne already. Not long ago, sone 
conservatives were ta:king about puttin9 Y1?ung people in o::-phanages.
And not long ago, many liberals opposed requiring welfare recipients 
to work. But welve reached consensus on these issues. Now we need 
to go the final n"~le. 

We've stood at the brink of welfare reform before. B~t 
fo.r too long f 'Americ'an 'people have beer.. frus'trated by dema:1ds for 
ideological purity, by politicians who put their personal ambitions 
first. Millions of people who are trapped in the syst~m and millions 
more taxpayers who pay tl1e. tab have suffered as a result,. We c.a!1 't 
let that happen again, " . 

This is a time to deliver for the American people l not 
to pa~der to ex~remists who have held us back. for too long. We canlt 
let werfare reform die at the hEmds of ideological extremism or 
presidential politics or budget politics. If welfare reform gets 
caught up in the- ,wh.irlpool of the: budget debate, we run the risk that 
it might. drown. , . 

This is an 'historic moment. For 30 years, under both 
De~ocratic and Republican lsadershipl we 1ve been saddled with a 
broke~ welfare system. Now welv~ got a real chance to reach common 
ground and higher ground. The senators owe: it to the people who sent 
the:n to Washington not to let this opportunity slip away by doing the 
\-"rong thing or by failing to act at all. 'I"he Am.erican people have 
waited long enough. 

Next week, let's end the old system that festers 
~e-pendenoeL and let's give the Ame-rican people a new one based on 
lndepende:1ce f .work" responsibility and family. 

Thanks for listening. 

END 10: 12 A'~ M. EDT 

PRESERVAT!ON PHO,OCOPV 
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'1'HE PRESIDENT: Good morning, last "leek I spoke to 'you 
about the need for congress ~o pass re:orms to enj welfare as we know 
it. I want Congress to send me a bill tnat requires work, dema~ds 
responsibility f and provides t.he child C·lre people need ::'0 move ':rom 
welfare to work. ' 

rhis issue is ~ow before the U.S. Senate. The truth is 
Republicans and Democra'ts alike knov,' what I S :leaded to get this job 
dO!"'Je. A majori'ty of senators in both par::i.es agree with me that 
welfare reforn lllUSt rSq'J.ire everyone who can work to go t.o work. We 
agree on the need for the to'.lghest possible child support. . 
enforce~ent. And we agree that no one who can work should be able ~o 
stay on welfare forever. So we are close. 

Congress could P'Jt a bill on ny desk, a good bill, 
withi:'! the next few v..eeks~ After a generation of debate,' we have a 
chance, finally, to do what.'s right for the taxpayers who pay for, a 
failed welfare $'ystern, and for the people who are trapped by it'. But 
in recent days we've seen unsettling' signs that progress could fall 
to gridlock. This week, Republican lead~~s said that a'threat from 
the far right in thei~ owr. par.-.:y could Kp.ep therii from passing a 
welfare reform bill this year. A handf~l of se~ators are threa~ening 
to ~old 'welfare refon ;:'ostage to their 0wn political views. They're 
threatening to block a vote o~ any bill ~hat doesn't cut off all help 
to children whose :nothers ar·e poor, young and unrnarried. 

! believe their position is wro~g. Republica~ and 
Democratic governors also strongly oppose Hashing-to:) telling them to 
throw children cff the rolls simply because their pars:1ts are 'J.nder 
l8 and un:narried. And the Cat:.holic Chur-::h has taken a very strong 
position on this, fearing t~at. to cut young people under 18 and th~ir 
children off welfare would lead to more abortions. 

·This approach also would punish the ~nnocent children o~ 
un~arried teenagers for the ~istakes of their parents. This might 
cut spending O~ welfare, but it wouldn1t reform welfare to promote 
work and rcsponsiblQ parenting, That's why so many Republicans and 
DelTlocrats oppose. it. 

The threat of the senators -':0 take this extrerr.e pos.it:ion 
and block this welfare reform effort is just wrong. We've co~e a 
long way in the welfare reform debate in the last few years. Not so 
ve!:"j long ago, lta~y liberals 'opposed requ:'ring a1: welfare rec:'pients 
who car: work to do so. And not so long ago, most conservatives 
thought the government shouldn't spend mo:-.ey on child care to give 
welfare mothers a chance ~o gQ. to work and still be good parents. 
Now l,ve have a broad consens'J.s from both. Vie should do both, and we 
shQuld~'t allow welfare reforr. to be ~ald prisoner to ideological 
political debates. 

MORE 
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I ran for, president to bri~g new opportu~i~y ~Q the 
America:; people and demand mere responsibility in return. Thatls 
what I call the New Covenant. And welf?re refo~ is a crucial "part 
of this effort. We are now at an histol.'ic !:'loment. The, failure to 
pass welfare· refo:::1t1 this yea::- would be a disservice 'to the Americ'an 
people. It shouldnt~ become another vic~im,to the politics of 
g=idlock. Republicans and Democrats alike have a real responsibi2:ity 
to bring real change to Washington. and a bipartisan majority in the 
Senate is prepared to vote for a welfar~ reforr. bill with time limits 
and real work requirell'.ents, and without, ;r,oralistic dictates that will 
do more ha~ than good. 

A few days ago, in a speech at Georgetown e~iver5icYI I.. said our leaders have ~o stop looking only for political advantage 
'and start looking for conmon ground. I challenged cur leaders ~o do 
fo..:r things: 

Fi::;'"st. we need more conversation and less combat,' So 
lat1s set~le our differences on welfare reform without resortin9 to 
legislative trench warfare designed to stop real reform at any cost. 

Second, ·when we do differ, we o~ght ~o offer an 
alternative. i'lhen ,t:he vast: majority 0:: Americans and Jr,embers of 
Congress agree on an issue like welfare J:eforrn, a small minority 
shouldn't be able to get away wfth "jus~ say noll politics~ 

Third, we o';J.ght to look at our problerr.s witt a view 
toward the long-to~. Movi~g people frc~·wslfare to work will savs a 
lot more money in the long run than thrcwing children off the rolls. 
They'll be in trouble a~d they'll cost ~s a lot of mo~ey in the long 
run, and a lot of our national life as ~ell. We are never going to 
end welfare unless people have the training and child care to be good 
workers and good paren~s. 

And, finally, we sho'.lldn1t just berate the worst in 
America, we ought to spend more time concentrating o~ the best. 
That's what I have done, ~y giving 29 states the -freedom from 
burdensome federal governmer.t regulatior:s so they can lead 't:he way in 
halping to find ~ew ways to end wQlfare. . 

The only way our country can meet the profound 
challe~ges of the 21st century and the global economy is if we all 
pull together and we all look 'forward. We do::'t have a person to 
...raste. That! s why welfare reforn is so critical. We can't afford to 
filibuster away our ·f:lture. 

. So I say to those in congress who have 'joined me in 
de~anding responsibility from. people on welfare, you have a 
responsibility, too* Dontt place pride of partisansh~p ahead of our 
national pride. . Don.' t pander to the par:tisan extremes. Let! 5 not 
let politics st.and in the way of making ',;ork ar:.d respor.sibility a way 
of life for the next generation. 

Thanks for listening. 

END 10:::'1 A.M. EDT 
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THE PRESIDENT: Good morning. I want to thank Senator 
Daschle) Senator Moynihan, Senator Mikul~ki, Senator Breaux, Senator 
Harkin for coming. Governor Carper; May~r Archer, a county Executive 
from Madison, t~iscon$in: Rick Phelps anc the Majority Leader of the 
rennessee House of Representatives; Bill Purcell for joining members 
of our administration here. . 

We have just had a good talk about welfare reform and 
the growing consensus around the approach taken by the bill offered 
by Senators Daschle and Mikulski and Breaux on welfare reform. 

The American people have made it abundantly clear that 
they want us to fix tha welfare system. ·It doesn't work for the 
people who are stuck on it; and it doesn't work for the taxpayers,' 

Welfare reform furthers both of the primary objectives 
of our administration. If it works, "it will further the American 
D=eem of opportunity and it will fUrther the American value of 
responsibility. O'..:r goal should be to help people be successful and· 
independent workers and to build strong families. 

We ought to be 'able to do this. We've come a long way 
in this debate. There's a broad consensus} for example, on tougher 
child support enforcement requirements. And not so very long ago l 

liberals opposed "tv'ork requirements: they don't anY-;ilore. Not so very 
long ago, conservatives opposed spending Doney ~o provide child care 
when people move from welfare to work. l'iost conservatives out in the 
country don't any more. 

In America l Where people live with this issue, there is 
·a great deal of consensus about what we ought to do. And we ought to 
build on ~hat consensus here in Washington. The reason we can1t is 
that some people on the far right are b~ockinq any actio~ on welfare 
reform, and the Senate especially now, that doesn't cut off children 
and parents if the parents if the parents are young; poor and ' 
unmarried. I think that is a terrible mistake. We shouldnlt ounish 
babies for their parents mistakes. We ought to be building strong 
families and independent workers. 

rIm not the only person who ~eels this way. Yesterday, 
I had a meeting with the Catholic bishops, who deeply oppose the 
extreme pOSition of these far right senators. And they're helping to 
lead the fight against it. They think it's cruel and they believe it 
will even lead to more abortions, 

I also thi::k that pe~ple in the state legislat'..:.res and 
the governor's offic~s throughout +:he cou::-:::::-y should think about the 
approach that is being offered on the other side. We believe it 
CQuld constitute a huge j unfunded burden on state and local 
gcver::rr,ents -- people actually dealing vith the welfare reform issue 
in the ye.ars .ahead, 
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Now, there is an alternative. This shouldntt be hard. 
We basically all agree on what ought to be in a welfare reform 
proposal. It isn '.1: getting done because a few senat.ors with an 
extrelT,e position have decided that it is in their political interest 
to block any welfare legislation. The United states Senate should 
not practice "just say noll politics on welfare reform. We can fix 
this problem. 

Every week that gees by, thousands of welfare mothe::os 
sta:.-' .on welfare instead of going to work silT.ply because 'they can 1 t 
afford child care. Every week we don't nake our child suppor~ laws 
as tough as we possibly can! we leave 800,000 people 0:1 welfare who 
could be off welfare if they got the child support to which they are 
legally entitled. Every day wit~out' welfare reform drains our. 
economic strength, saps our community spirit, and prevents Arneri9ans 
from being able to live up to their full potential. 

We 'need to work together and get this job done. This 
coalition is'growing. We're going to continue to work. We need 
help. We cannot pass welfare" reform without Republicans and 
Democrats working together. It is time: ':0 move: away from the extreme 
position toward the common ground of se~sible welfare reform. 

! thank all these people who ar,e here for supporting 

that. 


Q, Mr. President, is it time for the U.N. troops to 

get out of Bosnia and for the U.S. to lift the arms embargo, as 

Senator Do~e and others are proposing? 


THE PRESIDENT: Well, first of all, let me comment on 
the events of the last few. days. I am very disturbed about what has 
happened in Srebrenica. We are.very concerned abo~t the fate of the 
refugees. And we have been working hard for the las~ couple of ~ays 
to determine what options there are to deal with the im~ediate 
huma~itarian prob:ems. And we intend to do everything we can 'on 
that. And tha~ is the fi~st and foremost thing. 

The truth is that the Bosnian Serbs should do what they 
did the last time this crisis arose, they shOUld withdraw. And the 
United Nations should go back in there and reestablish the safe area, 
and the people should be able to go home. aut we have to deal with 
the humanitarian crisis.' 

Now I on the second issue, 1et r.1e remind you of what It',y 
position has always bee~ and what it still is today. The Europeans 
have tried ~o take the lead t under the ~~bre:la of the United 
Nations, in mir.il':'lizing the. loss of life in Bosnia, in keeping the 
conflict frolt', spread.!.ng and in u~ging a diplomatic resolution of the 
war. ~hey are still coml':'lit~ed to do that. 

I believe if the Rapid Reaction Force ideal which the 
French and the British have pushed, had heen fully implemented bef.::re 
this occurred, this problem could have been minimized. 

I still do not believe· that it is in the interest of the 
'united States to collapse and force the E~ropeans o~t of their 
w~llingness to put ground troops on the grou~d in Bosnia to ~ry to 
minimize the loss of life and li~it the spread. If the United 
Na~ions ,mission does collapse, then =believe that, together, the 
allies s~ould all vote on the arms e~bar90. That is the best way to 
keep the NATO position ~nified, to keep the world position unified, 
and to avoid overly Americanizing the dealings in Bosnia should the 
~.N. mission collapse. 

Ilm quite concerned about that. The Europeans have been 
willing to try t~ solve what is clearly,the t'oughest problem they 
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face on their ot..;n conti:1ent in the aftermath of the, Cold War. I have 
tried to be supportive of that. There are ser~ou5 problems now with 
this. '~nless we ca:i restore t~e integrity of the U.N. mission, 
obviously, its days will be numbered. 

But let's not forget that it has accomplished a dramatic 
reduction in the loss of life since 1992 and ~he conflict has not 
spread. This is a serious challenge to the U.N. mission. It rnus~ 
either 'be resolved or there will. have to be some changes there. 

Q Mr. President, on another wel'fare issue that's 
headed 'for your deskT wha~ are you going to do about this tobacco 
issue tha~ is headed for your decision? 

THE PRESIDENT: WelL. I have:-:.'t -- let w,e say -::his -- I 
have not received a recommendation from the FDA. I saw the news 
reports today and they struck me as somewhat premature inasmuch as Z 
have not yet received either a recommendation or, as the news reports 
indicated I requests for my own guidance on ~hat yet. 

But w'e have had some discussions and I can tell you 
this: ·My concern is apparently what the·FDAIS concern iS I and that 
is the impact af cigarette smoking, particularly on our young people/ 
and the fact that cigarette sreaking seems to be going up among our 
young people and certainly amonq certain groups of them. And I think 
we ought to do more about that than is being done and I'm willing to 
do that. But 1 want to see exactly what there recommendation is. 

Q Hr: President, how do you answer the charge that 
the White House has inj.ected politics into the base closing pr.ocess? 

THE PRESIDENT: First of all, it is absol'..!tely false. ·r 
intend to answer it in the letter tha~ I write today, but ·since you 
gave me a chance to do it, I'll answer it. 

Let's look at the facts here. Where is the politics? 
This Base closing Commission made far more changes in the Pentagon 
plan than either any of the three previous base closing commissions I 
far !:lore. They!ve been under a lot of political pressure. : 
understand that. I don't disagree with all the changes they made. , 

They acknowledge -- seco~dlYI u~der the law they are 
supposed·~o take into account economic inpact. Based on their 
reportJ which I have read -- ar.d I urge all of you to read it if you 
haven1t -- before you make any judgments about where there was 
political influence! I urge all of you to read it. They took 23 
bases or realignments off that the Pentagon recommended I off the 
list; and then put nine more on, three of which happen to be in 
California, with the biggest job loss by far in San Antonio at Kelly 
Air Force Base; rejec~ing the Defense Departme~t's recom~endation 
that ins~ead of c~osin9 these two big Air Force depots. they take an 
across-the-board cut ~n all fiVe of the~. That's what they did. 

Appare~tly, in all of their deliberations the only place 
where they took economic impact into account was at the·Red Rive 
Depot on.the border of Texas and my home state. It is clear that 
I think they have a case there. It would have almost doubled 
unetlployment in that cOil\!nunity. 

But let's look at ~he· facts en this politics. This is 
about eco~omics. In the report itself they acknowledge that at Ke:ly 
Air Force Base-GO percent of the employees are Hispanic; 45 percent 
of the Hispanics employed in the entire area work there; that it will 
have a dev?\stating impact, and they were willing to shut down about 
16,000 jobs l when there was another alt€rnative tha~ saved at least 
as much money, according to the Pentagon I O~ nearly as mUCh, 
a'ccording to them, 
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secondly, in California here are the facts. I have not 
seen these anywhe~e. I have not seen these anywhere. The law 
requires economic impact to be taken into effect -- into account. 
Here are the, facts. 

When this Base Closing Commission process started, 
Califor~ia had 13 percent of the population, 15 percent of the people 
in military, 20 percent of the defehse bU~get. "In the first three 
base closings they sustained 52 perce~t of the direct job losses. 
we're not talking about indirect jobs, we're not talking about 
speculation -- 52 percent. 

In this recommendation the Pentagon hit them pretty 
hard, recom~ended closing Long Beach, a big facility. This Base 
Closing Comm':'ssion, not satisfie~ with that, made a decision that 
they had to add back a lot of other jobs. So they decided to 'take 
almost all the jobs they took out, ou~ of one place, San Antonio l 

Texas, and by closing three California cases -- taking the california 
joh loss in this round to almost 50 percent+ . 

Now, you tell me that ~y concern 'over that economic 
situation when their ,unemploynent ra~e is a:5 percent, they have 
borne over 50 percent of the burden of the job lossl is political. 
My concern in San Antonio, Texas, where one decision could virtually 
wipe out the Hispanic middle class 'is pclitical, when there was 
another alternatiVe that the pentagon said was better for national 

.security -- I am tired of these arguments about politics. 

My political concern is the political economy.of 
America and what happens to the people i~ these communities and are 
'they being treated fairly. 

NOW, I do not disagree with every ~ecommendation the 
Base Closing Commission made, but this is an outrage. And there has 
been a calcula~ed, deliberate attempt to turn this, into a political
thing and ~o obscure the real economic impact of their 
recommendations in San Antonio and California, which were made solely 
so they could put back a lot of other things. . 

Now, let's not -

Q Why do you think they did that? 

Q Have you accepted thei~ recom~endations? 

Q What is the reason that they did that? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't knoN. I'm no~ imputing motives 
to them. I'm just saying it1s very interesting to me that there has 
been almost no analysis of anything. '!'his whole thing imnediately 
beca~er well, ~his is a big political story abou~ california. This 
is an econonic story and it's a national security story. And there 
has been no a~alysis of what got put back and why, and what got taken 
off and why. 

And I have been doing my best t~ deal ~ith what is in 
the national in~erest. There are two co~siderations here. We have 
to reduce our base capacity. That's the most ireportant thing. We 
~ave twice as ~uch base capacity as we need, reore of less, for ~he 
size of the'military force we have. That is a national security 
interest. And that is my first a~d most important duty. 

But, secondly, under the law, economic impact was 
supposed to ,be taken into account, and ?S nearly as I can determine, 
it wasn!t anywhere neve~ in ~hese determlnations, with the 
possible exception of the Red River Depot, based on ffiy reading_of the 
report. 

llO\l,', the question is, is there a way to accept these 
!:'ecmr.:ner.dations l because even ':hough r think t.hey I re fC!r -- ,they I re 
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not as good as what the Pentagon recommended and they do a iot more 
economic harm for very little extra security gains -- is there a way 
~o accept them and minimize the economic loss in the areas where 
think it is plainly excessive. And that is what we have been working 
on. That is what lIve been working hard on. But I just want you to 
know that I deeply ~esent the suggestion that this is somehow a 
political deal. ' 

I have not seen a~ythin9 written anywhere that the state 
of California lost 52 percent of the jobs in the first three base 
closings and that this commission took the~ back up ~o nearly 50 
percent in this ona l even though they only have 15 percent of the 
soldiers 'and their unemployment rate is 50 percent above the national 
average~ I havenft seen anywhere what this was likely to do to the 
Hispanic middle class and to the. people of San Ant~nio, Texas/ unless 
we can save a lot of those jobs there so that a lot of other things 
could 'be put back in 10 or 11 places around the country* 

And I think that you folks 'need to look at the real 
impact of this. I am trying to do my job to reduce the capacity of 
the bases in the country consistent with the national.interest and 
still be faithful to the statute requiring us to deal with the 
economic impact on these communities •. 

, END 10:23 A.M. EDT 



'rHE h'tlI':'E HO'JSE 
. 

office of t~e Pross Secretary 

JU::'Y' 20 I :2..995 

-------------------~---------

THE,WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press secretary 
(Chicago, Illinois) 

Embargoed For Release 
Until 10:06 A.M. EDT 
Saturday, July 1, 1995 

RADIO ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT 

TO THE NATION 


Sheraton,Chicago 

Chicago y IllinOis 


THE PRESIDENT: Good morning. On this 4th of July 
weekend, I want to talk about one thing that is at the root of 
all of our independence -- going to work. It makes you 
self-sufficient. It makes you and your family truly independent. 

Unfortunately, millions of Americans are not 
independent because they are dependent on welfare. The vast 
majority of these Americans dream the same dreams most of us do~ 
They want the same dignity that comes from going to work and the 
pride that comes from dOing right by their children. They want 
to be independent. 

The Congress and I are now working hard on welfare 
reform to give them that kind independence~ I look forward to 
Congress passing and my signing into law a bipartisan bill that 
stands a real chance of ending welfare as we know it~ 

Though there are very different approaches in the 
bills now before Congress, we have agreed on much of what needs 
to do. We agree there must be time limits on welfare after which 
all who can must work. And I'm pleased that Congress has now 
agreed with me that we must enforce child support with the 
toughest possib~e law. 

But if we're going to end welfare, we must do more 
about a crucial element that is missing from the current approach 
of many in Congress. Instead of providing the ch~ld care people 
need to get off welfare~ some in Congress actually are trying to 
cut child care. 

So today I say to Congress, child care must be the 
central element of our effort to put welfare mothers to work~ 
The bold plan that I support, which has been proposed by Senators 
Daschle; Breaux and Mikulski, provides that kind of child care. 



Our bill presents a genuine opportunity for b1part~san agreement, 
and I hope we take advantage of it soon. After all~ we should 
want the same thing for people on welfare we want for all 
Americans -- the chance to build strong families and to make the 
most of their own lives. 

The very name of the welfare program says it all 
--"Aid to Families with Dependent Children." Children by nature 
are dependent. The point of welfare reform must not be to punish 
Children, but to help their families become independent. To be 
independent with dependent children, a person must be able to 
succeed both as a worker and a parent. That's what most 
Americans have to do these days. That's a big reason I worked so 
hard back in 1993 to cut taxes for working families with children 
whose incomes were under $28.000# and now they're about a S1,000 
lower than they used to be. 

And that's why I'm working hard to include in my 
Middle Class Bi11 of Rights a tax credit of $500 per child for 
all the children under 13 in middle class families. And that's 



why it is pure fantasy to believe we can put a welfare mother to 
work unless we prov~de child care for her children~ We don't 
need more ~atchkey kids~ We certainly don't need more neglected 
children. And we don't want more welfare mothers staying at 
home, living on welfare, just because they cantt find child care. 

We do want people to be good workers and good 
parents. And if we want parents on welfare to go to work, we 
have to make sure they can find good~ clean, safe places for 
their children to go during the day_ 

Many in Congress want to cut child care just to save 
money. Well, I want to cut spending, and I want to save money, 
too. But we have to do it the smart way. Cutting child care 
will make it harder for parents to get off and stay o£f welfare~ 
It will, therefore, cost us far more down the road than it will 
ever save in the near-term. 

Some people in Congress want to take even more 
extreme steps that will hurt. not strengthen, families. They 
don't want welfare reform unless it cuts off all help to children 
whose mothers are poor, young and unmarried. I want to 
discourage teen pregnancy. We have to do that, but not by 
hurting innocent babies. We should require teen mothers to live 
at home, stay in school and turn their lives around so they and 
their children stay off welfare for good. 

Our administration has already put 29 states on the 
road to ending welfare as we know it.with waivers to free them up 
from cumbersome federal rules and regulations when they have good 
ideas to reform welfare. 

Today I'm pleased to announce that Virginia will 
receive the newest waiver~ Virginia's plan requires people on 
welfare to go to work. Like the states of Oregon~ Missouri and a 
few others~ it also allows money now spent on welfare and food 
stamps to go to employers to supplement wages to help create jobs 
in the private sector. And it helps people get child care. It's 
a good plan, and I'm proud to be supporting it. 

Several months ago, I called on Congress to send me 
a welfare reform bill by July the 4th, Independence Day. ltm 
disappointed they haven't been able to meet that deadline, but I 
am hopeful that we'll move forward on a bipartisan welfare reform 
bill. I don't want filibusters. I don't want vetoes. I don't 
want gridlock. But I do want real welfare reform that requires 
work, demands responsibility and provides the child care people 
need to move off welfare and to be successful as workers and 
parents. 

It's time to get to work so we can give millions of 
other Americans a new Independence Day. 

Thanks for listening~ 
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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you, Jane Campbell, for your 
graciQ'..1s introductlcn and ':or a:l the grea't: wo!:;'k you've done as 
president of, the NCSl./. I saw your mother yesterday mor:r.ing at my 
affirrr.ative action speech, and I wonder who you1re going to produce 
in your family -::'0 sta!:t toreorrow off right .for me. 1'm very glad to 
see you agai:;. 

.!. ';o:ant to wish yO'o.lr i::coming pre.sident, Jim Lack! the 

best 0: luck in the 'com':'ng year. I th':'nk he can expect i,nteres'ting 

1:il.'l'.es as Hell. 


Let me express my thanks to your NCSL vice preside:":":.; 
Hike. Box; your forrr.er president, Bob Connor: two of your asserr,bly 
chairs -- my good friend, Dan Blue, and Representative Bill Purcell, 
with whom I-enjoyed working at the Vice Preside:1t.!s .family Conference 
in Nashv':'lle recently. It's great to be here with all of'you, even 
':'f I'm only here by satellite. 

You k:;ow, the image that is bringing Me to you traveled 
from Hashingt~n to a satel::'ite about 22!OCO miles'away in space, and 
then baCK do\Yn to Milwaukee, a tota: of 44,OOC miles. Back when I 
',o!as a goverr.Q!' the.re ,,!ere times w!i.en I felt that Hashington was' that 
far atyay. And it's' been very iT:'lportant to mel as you said, to try to 
make you feel thai.: <He! re not 44 t 000 miles away I that we' re no':: 1 i v ing 
on a d!fferent planet, that we can stay in tough with you and that vJe 
can work together, 

For 12 years I lived with state go'\~ernment and I sa',.; how 
it can be ~he :aboratorj.' of our democracy. I know how you drive us 
fort-faro as a nation wit~ yo'..:r innovatioii/ yo...:.r will to exper':'ment 
respol':siblYI ar.d your coJ'll.t'lo:: sense. You are the inspiration for so 
much of ',o..hat welre tryir.g to 00 up here. And I tha::1x you very much 
fer t:-.a-:.. 

America IS state legislators have had a ve:::y productive 
year. ::: noticed that in Utah, Nest Virginia, Ne'w Me.xico and Ncrr:::ana, 
statutes ,...'ere enact-ed that perrr..it e:nployers to establish medical 
savings accounts for health care. Delaware and Ohio have led the way 
'dlth truly mean:ngful Helfare reform legislation that is focused on 
protect.:'ng our child::"er. and moving people from wel=are to wo=k, 
scmet::ing Ilve been laboring with for 15 years now. And I understand 
that those of you from Iowa saw fit to put diaper-changing tables in 
all the statehouse rest rooms. Now, if that is not a sincere ' 
commitment to family values/ I donlt know what is. 

For n",any of you, your wor:.c for the .year is done. But i:;. 
Hashi:-:gton, as you knO\y, to/e!ve still got a very long \Vay to go. I~hen 
I :::an fc~ P:resident as the governor of r.iY state, I did it fo:::' two 
!;'easons. E'irst, I thought that/ on the verge of the 21st century, "'e 
we~e in danger of losing the A~erican Dream of oppo~tunity for all 
and in dange!;' of losing our se::se of responsib.ility vlith all the 
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social problems that were tearing our country apa:::-t. So I Ylant.ed to 
::-est'.ore opportunity and a se;:se of responsibility. 

But'I also ,.;anted to bring trie A~er:.can people together 
as a comri!uility. Po:;'itics i1as been used too long to d:vide ~iS whe:', 
w:tat we really need to do is to rise above partisanship to ,f:'nd 
common groU!'id. In order to do that/ Nashington needs t:o inspire the 
trust of more. people throughout the COllhtry with a government ~ha-=
empowers people to make the most of their own livest empowers 
communities to solve their o....'n probler.1s and is far less bureaucratic 
and less prcscriptkve, 

Now, in the last -::wo' and a half yea::::; I believe we've 

produ::::ed some real achH;ver.:ents. The e.co!"lcmy is """p, inflation is 

10'-", trade is expar.d ing I inte;:-est rates and t.::1omplo:rment are down, 

The facts speak for theIr,selves. In t.he last twa years He have C'.1t 

t.he deficit by a third, and w.s're in the process of reduci:-:g it fo::

t.hree years in a row :::or the first tirr.e since He>c.'""y Truman Has 

p~esident. "ie have put in p::'ace :ncro than 80 hew t.rade 3greei:"le!1t.s, 

i:lcluding NAFTA and the GATT ¥;orld tr21de agre.z:r,",t.mt! ana an historic 

pact to :inally, finally open Japan's ~arkets to American cars and 

Amer~can auto parts. 


These efforts have added about seve:: millio:: ::ew jobs to 
our economy, ai:6, almost all of t.hem have been ir, the private sec:'o;:::-, 
'ro g=-ve yo~ an idea 0:: what that l'1war.s, it's like :::reating a job for 
every perso:; in Delawa:!:'e I Idaho, !':a ine! Nississippi, }lontana and 
wyoming combined. :n 2993 a::.r country established "/'!',ore ;;e:'w 
businesses tha:-:. ever be.fo;:E;!, and in 1994 Americans b:::oke that record 
again. 

One of the best pieces of evidence tha~ this cou~try is 
tu::-ning around is right :n the rOOm here. ?he report in CSL iss'Jed 
for thl,S conference, the report The Ne'd York Ti17,es p:.:t on its fro!""t 
page O~ Sunday, says tr.at t~e finances of the state are -- a~d I 
quot-e -- °the best they have been since t::e 19805. Ii Last year. 
employment grew in a:1 50 states and indepe:ider:t forecaste!:'s expect 
the same thing to happen again this year.. 

.,. have or.ly O:ie t::-.ing to say to the t, As good as this 
is, you ain!:;' seen nothi.::g yet, :.f we stay on the sar:.e cou:-se, We 
couldn't have d:::::e 81.1 this ..... itho...:t a strong cOI":".:nitme::-::' to changing 
::he way the government does ':he people!s Dllsiness here i.n Hashingtor;, 
because the old :ederal t<-fays end the old :ederal bureaucracy V.'ere not 
going to p-er:nit the kind of cha:lges that ....'e have to. I:',ake as a cou:itry 
to get to -::he 21st centur;l· 

Our fe.dera:' work force is ',"iell on its "ray to bei~g the 
scallest itls been since John Kennedy was President. It will be in 
just another year or two, Already, 'de've ::u"': w13::'l over 100,000 
positions '::ro"ffi -the governmer:t,' hundreds of progra:ns have. beer, 
abolished. Just ~ast month, we got rid of 16,000 pages ':n the 
Federal Code of Regulat.:j.o::s. Fifty percent of the reg~11at:'ons at the 
S:nall Business Admin':'stratio:1 are on their way to being history. 
Ke've redt:ced that budget by 40 percent, .and doubled the nurr,ber of 
small bUsiness loa:1~. 

:o~ty pe::cent of th~ Education Depa~::ment's regulations 
a::e being sc:::'apped. And as you kno'tl, t:;21t ',>.!ill directly help a lot 
0-: yo~. THe. time it takes tq fill out 2P'; rcgula';:io;;s has bee:! CU~ 
by 25 ·percent. And ",'eIre :;ow t.ellin;;; s:aali. businesses aroL:.nc 
America, if you call the EPA and you ask for help on a problem, you 
cannot be f':'ned for si~ months wh:'le yoe try ;:0 .....ork it aut.. 

I<:e.invei'.t.ina goverr:ment :;Ica:Js rei;-:ventina the: wt:.y the 
federal gove.rnmern: does '"'bc.:s':'ne,;'s wit.h YOu as well. 0;;;: job has beeil 
to bri::g together all :evels .·of governme.nt tc cooperate, to :ind 
"common grou!1.d, to act.ually work togethe.r to 501.\'e eu:: nation's 
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prob:e;ns, i::s-.:.ead of Just talking about them. We' have worked very 
hard to forge a genuine partnership between the states and the 
national government. ' 

! learned about the 'importance of this partnership a 

long tim's ago, When I was the governor I in Little Rock the 

legislature and the governor!s offices were close together -- just 

one floor apart in the Capital. We saw each other all the time. 

Legislators dropped by my office at any time pf, the day or night 

duri'ng the 'legislative sessions. Many legislators even cane to :.he 

governor's morning planning meet~ngs. There was a spirit of 

teamwork, a tremendous amot.:nt of goodwill, and an awful lot 'of go::d 

oame out of it. 


As you know, unfortunately I we ":.00 ofte:'. don tt. work, tha:-. 
way in Hashingtot".. I am doi:-,.g, my best to build on that tradition to 
go beyond partisanship to fir:.ding cor.lTnOn gro'..lnct and actually solving 
a lot of these issues. 

Iive also ~ried to give you more say in your own 
affairs. 'We have' now give:t 29 stat_es a total of 33 waivers from 
federal rules ";:0 enact ::heir' own ,\.le:!'are reforn proposals. In the 
last ~wo and a ha:': years, :na;::-e states have received waivers than in 
the previous ::'2 years of the prev~o',,1,s two acimi:-.istrat.ions combined. 
We have also giver. lO states wa:'vers to carry out major health car 
refo:'Jn initiatives. 

I did sign, as Jane said, the Unfunded Mandates Act l 
wt.ich restricts Congress from passing new mandates on state ~nd local 
governne~ts without paying for them. From now on, Congress will not 
be ab:e to take yo',,;. out for a IO-course dinner and then stick you 
with the check. 

We have proposed setting up performance partnerships 

with you. Under -;.his initiative, you would have a real say in ho.., 

fede~al p~ograrn$ are ~un in your state. But in eXChange for more 

flexibility and Ir,ore freedom to innovate, you would also be more 

accountable for the results. 


The list goes on. OSHA and the EPA no longer play cops 
and robbers with you as they used to. We're moving away from 
punishment to compliance as a goal. FEMA used to be a disaste~, but 
all of you had to use ,it in the last two and a half years know that 
it is a genuine disaster agency now, helping states all acr~ss our 
country to respond quickly and efficien~ly and cO!{l,passio:-:.ate::"y to 
crises. 

Even though we've n:ade 'strides, I know we st.ill have a 
lot to do. That's t1hy I have submitted my bala:-:ced b',;,dge~ plan, 
v:hich I believe is importa:1~ because of the way it balances the 
budget and because of the things.'that it:. still does in the budget 
both for the American people and with the American states. 

All of you have to balance your budget, and you K:10W 
it1s important. The Unit.ed States never had a structural deficit 
until about 12 years ago. :Se::ore! when ·....6 ::can deiic;l.ts, :..1; was just 
because, of econo:nic ccmditions. B:..:t from 1981 :;;;<::.i1 the day I took 
office, \<.'e q~adr"..;p:ed the. debt ::if this country, And tve vIere in a 
posi-::.ion whe~e we we~e going 'Co ::a.ve deficits forever and ever, with 
all -::.he econorr.ic: weakness tha:: that ilt',plies. 

I k:;:o".,. what you have to do a:;:d the tough choices you 
have to make. I used to do it. eve::y year for 12 years. 'We are now 
at an historic moment, because for the first time in a long time, the 
leaders cf both parties in Washi:;:gton.agree that we must balance the. 
budget. The Co:;:g~ess has a budget plan that I have differences with, 
but at least we share this common goal. And I am confident we are 
go:ng to' be able ~o wo=k ~ogether to balance the budget and to help 
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, all A:7Iericans achieve the objectives of a balanced bUdqe.:: -- a 
stronger ec::;:::.omy and a brlghter future for ourselves and Ol'.r 

children, 

But in the mea:;wh::tc, ",:e !ieee to be honest and open 
about our differences; and there are real differences. The biggest 
di'::ferc:lce is t::e difference between necessary 0·..;:-::5 and unacceptable 
ar:.d ulti:nately self-defeating pain. Our balanced budge:: pIa:') cuts 
spen,ding by F..ore" tr-.ar. $1 tri'llio:-:. It cuts non-defe:-:se. discret.iona:::y 
spending by, an average 0-:: 20 percent across the board, except fc::: 
education. The congressional p:a~ wants tc make deep cuts in 
education and training, while I want to ':ncrease our investment in 
education, because that is essential to our ability to meet the 
ch lenges of the ::ext cent'ury, '. 

Let: me say also that. : am very cancerned about the 
dix:ection that the House Appropriations Coml".',ittee seems to be going 
:vit.h regara to the bill which i:;.cl:Jdcs fu;;di:;.g for key education and 
trainir.g 'initiative.s. The bill they 1 ve .:::ome up wit:: ...·:ould elimi;ia te 
the Goa.ls 2('0:) program. It would drastically cut back the School
to-Work .;.nitiat::.ves that we have used to help all of yo~: estab:;'~sh 
systems i,n your own sta':.e to rr,ove everybody'i.vho doesnlt go on to four 
year colleges into a cont::..nuirig eo.uc:aticr;, prqgram. " 

And let l'l',e stop and say that wr.€!r, ::;: becalf_e President 
k;:ew that the U!",ited States was th~ only advan::ed econolT.Y .in ~he 
world tha-:: had ::0 syst:em for t::'e yeung people who did :-'.ct go 0:: to 
four-year universities, We al: have our comT;',unity colleges; we all 
have: our ,vocational schools: "~ie all are blessed t-lith privato: sector 
emp:oye!'s 'that try to provide people on-the-Job 'C.!"aini:-;g. But We had 
no syst:e.m· on a s-tate-by-state basis in all 50 states for keeping up 
with those you!"'.g .people Who dOh It go to the four-yea!" sc;;':::ols and 
making sure that they cat'. h,ake the transition from school to work in 
a job with a chance 'to have a growing not a Shrinking income. So It 

~hii:k it s a mistake to walk a':>:ay f::o;:J the school-to-Work program,j 

~hey also want to effectively gu~ the Sa~e and Drug
free Schools and comr:tunities program,. I kno,,; that a lot of you have 
schools that need' nore help with sec',u"ity measures, ttH:J:t need j'r,ore. 
help wit;h1drug prevention measu:=es, and that you cannot provide this 
money on your own. The Safe and D~ug-=ree Schools program has 
enabled al.l t~e schools of our country tc ac:;::ess t::'e .!:'esources· they 

'need 'to try to ,have the schools be safe and or:;;g free, The Ho:.;se 
proposed budget wC'J.ld also deny Pell Grants to 308,000 stude:::::s who 
want to attend college. Ar.d i~ ',,'ould c-.:-t. job -training for hundreds 
of thousands of America]";s jus::. when '.<.f€: need 'to help our people build, 
the skills to meet t..he demands of -the 21st cer:.t:ury. 

If Congress sends me this bill in its presE::-:-:: to:::rr, 1:: 
w111 have to veto it because it will weaken our econornv and it w:'::'l 
undermine the good that vie can do by balancing the budget, The 
congressional plan will also c~;:. Eedicare in,a way that could impose 
h.....ge costs on the elderly, t·ie heve to reduce the ~ate at wbich 
Hed:care 'costs are increasing. We can reform -.:he l':edicare progra11'., 
but we have to. make su:;;e ,that it will be intact for A:ne!:':cans ,~';:o 
need it. 

CongreZis also h?is a plan that will give very large tax 
cut.s t::at will primarily go ':0 people who' a:::-e be::ter off. I think 
t.he tax cuts are too large and will requ.:.re cuts if': f.;edicare, 
i-!eoica::.d ·a::c ed'.lcation that are !=oo large. Eut i::: v!e si~p:y c:.:t 
taxes for people w:::;;: really need it, cutting taxes for lni::ldle-class 
people $0 that they ceil i::vest that ';'\'Ioney in their childreil and in 
their education I we can afford. a sizeable tax cut, balance the budqet 
and :::ontinue to invest' in our f",ndan:entnl needs. 

The co::gressionai pla·n would balance the budge:: in seve:::. 
years. I be::'ie.ve that t:hat is t.oo fast, He have had a defic:.:: si:::;e 
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:!-969. We have had a hu.ge struct'J.ral de'fici".:. for 12 ye.ars. 1'le ' ve 
already cut: the deficit for three year,s in a row. I· think it is 
better to take a little more time so that we can continue to invest 

. in' education, protect Medicare, protect our relation9hip~ and ou~ 
partnerships' ,\V'ith you, and invest in the things that ;>-J;;.11 grow our 
econo!r.y: If we CB!"'. balance the budget i:: 10 years wi thcut doing :.ba-:. 
'ki:-.d cf har::n, we ough:. to take ~ore tir::,e ar.d do it righ::. 

Sc I say, let 1 s balar:ce the budget, but let's balan:::e 

the budget in 10 years, not Seven years. We cannot expect to undo 

these decades. of fiscal damages oVernight. And we must continue to 

make investments here at the national level, in' education', in 

i:-:vestn:.ents in scie:;.ce and technology a::d t::e envi~onnent, and, 

obvious:y I i:--: tl.:edicare ar:.d Medi::::aid. 


Ho>;.: \>}e balance the budget is as im:";,ortant. as balancing 

it., Just three extra years vJill preserve the dreams of millions of 

Amer,ieans. And it will strengthen our economy. We get all the 


,economic benefits of balancing the budget, and the economic be~efit5 
of opening the doors of college education to all with affordable and 
payable loansi ~ontinuing t~ increase the i~pact of Head S~art fc~. 
our you:".g people; and be:.ng able ~o create a genuin~ big t=aini:r,g 
program for unemployed and undere::npl.oyed people, so that we can got 
rid of all these ::nany, many doz'ens o~ federal training programs and 
still have enough money to put ,in this block so that people who lose 
their jobs or are underemploy-cd can have access tv-hich they can take 
to the local community college or any other place of their cho:'ce. 

NOW, to me, th:.s Choice :;'$ :::'::'ear, and I hope you will 
agree. :: was g:::atified to learn that yesterday',' your federal budge".: 
and' taxat,ion committee passed a resolution calling for a balanced 
federal budget within 10 years. That, will enable Us to maintain our 
partnership. 

• 
The congressional budget would also do something else, 

: bel :.eve it wo;:.ld pu::. a~ unfair burden: on every c!)e of you. Anybody 
t-lho! s worked, in s';:at.EL government in the 19805 lear~ed a very pair-ful, 
1e550:1. Washington! s :Cudget decisions all throughout th'e '80s gave 
us too many px:oblems and too few resources. States w'ere stuck with a 
horrible combination of more mandates and less funding. I know there 
are' people in ·this roan; who worked night and day to see tQ it: that 
the c:'-:.izens of you!":' s--:.ate- were taken care of! but .it wasn't. easy. 
~here was a:; awful let of 'o.:::1necessary pain! And I do:-:'t see a::y 
reason on Earth why we ou-g::.t to go ".:'.hrough that again. But that is 
exactly wha~ coul'd happen with the congressional ~ud.get. 

It sounds good -- it calls for block grants 'for l10dicaid 
a!".d food stamps. But I have to tell yO""'" I have real doubts t:hat 
these block grants. would De able to keep pace with the demands :.hat 
you are, going to face in yo'.!r ir.dividual states. And, in the ;:lla.l 
worle! :::eme;:nber, that e::::onorr.:'es change" popu:.ations rise, needs 
evolve. As those things happen yo~ co~ld be locked into a grant tha~ 
could lock you into a real bind. And no matter how great a job 
you1ve done getting your own fiscal house in order, nq matter how 
hard you've worked to prepare your s't:ate for !:he next century, you'll 
have to respond. A;:d that could mean putting the \j/orking families 0:: 
yOU1:" state" ~he childre:: of your's,:a::.e l ":he· e:derly 0: YC'J.r st-a".:e 
e;..t:-:er i:: oi:::e s":ra':gh!:s a'"; ":he.:no:uent that we need to be do::'ng 
everythii:g ;ve can t.o help 'thew. to make the most of their own lives, 
or forcing you to ra~se taxes when that might not be in the economic 
lnterests of Y9ur state or your people. 

Should the states have more responsibility? Of COUrse, 
they sho-..;.ld, !! m doi;-.g my bes:: to give you more. Shou::'d yo.... del:'Vel" 

-p::·i:nary se::vices? You a:'ways i".aVe. Shoul'd we in Washi;-.gton do !'flore 
'Cha:-. we have to free you up? Abso::'ute:'y, we should. But \'li!:l ought to 
do it. in partnership. S:::mply moving the bureaucracy from one place 
to another, or shifting the problems from one level to another is, 
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nothing more than a she,ll game. Giving you the responsibility 
without the resources could be disastrous. Na can do better than 
that. We 'can get rid of this deficit. iVe can give our people the 
tools >;:hey need to make the most of their own God"'given talents and 
we can give our states more flexibility, 

The budaet orocess is entering a crucial stage now. If 
there was ever a time for you to add your voices the tirr,e is nc....'. We 
need to get to work' a:1d we need to do it in a bi.partisan fashier: .. I 
have the feeling ,that ever. today, at the state level there is less 
partisanship,' less ideological arg'.lment and r..ore willi:-.gness to roll 
up your sleeves and get dow:'! to work tha:-. there is ':.00 o:ten here it: 
Washington. 

You can help us with ~hat. We need an infusion, of that. 
~,"e ca:i solve the problems of this c01..it1try. We can give yo'..! ::lore 
flexibilit.Yi balance the budget, sti:'l invest ':"n OUr people as we 
:ieed. But t::; do it,' we have 'to look beyond the hot air and t.he ha:!'."sh 
talk and try to find common gro'Jnd. 

Thank yo:.: v~ry much, and God bless you. (Applause. ) 

: REPRESEWi'Al'!VE CAMPBELL: Thank you, !-lr. ?resicient. 

1S now my pleasure to call upcr. two of our col1eag1..ies·to pose 

questions to president Cl inton. The f i:;:st is NCSL's incoming 

president, Senator Lack of New i'ork. 


Senator Lack. 

SENATOR· LACK: Good morning, Hr, President. 

THE PRESIDENT: Good morning, Senator. 

, SENATOR LACK: As! assume the presidency of HCSL I 
certain::.y look forward ,to continuing the relationship betwee:: our 
organization and you and your administration', and wculd like to take 
this cpportuni'Cy to extend an invitatio:-. to you to join with us next 
year at our conference in st. Louis if you ;;::an. (Applause.) 

~HE PRESIDE~T: Tha~k you. 

SENATOR LACK; :,jr. President, you· al::' uded to blOCK 
grants. State legislators, for many years, have supported the 
flexibility provided by b::'ock grants and performance partnerships, 
However, the worse scenario we could' i))',agi!1.e would be '::.0 receive 
block grants that.,really aren't block g::-ants. Will you s-..:pport us in 
keeping block grant legislatio~ free of mandates and other 
prescriptive'e~ements? 

THE PRESIDENT: Wel2., ~irst of all, I agree v..'ith you 
that if we I re going to have a block grant program/ it ought to be as 
free as possible of prosoript~ve mandates, co~sistent with the larger 
object.ives of the program. Th,9 ,ccmr,,'.lni ty development block· 'gran':: 
program that ~ .used as a govern'or, that presu;nably i'rteny of you still 
take: full advantage of .at the state level/ worked pretty well in that 
regard. 

And I am generally in favor 0: pushing nore and f,\ore 
decision-making away from the federal government, down to the states; 
a~d where appropriate! not o!1ly the local government, but the private 
ci~i2ens as well. For example, I have proposed this G,I. Bill for 
America's workers, which wou~d take these 70 Lahor Depar~ment job 
training programs and just get rid of then, put it i~to a block, a~d 
when someone is unemployed, they can apply and get a vouche:;: '....ort:: 
$2,60e a year fer up to two years to ''':ake 1:.0 your local co::nmun: 't:y
college or wherever else they o;.lant ::0 get t'.he t!'"ai:"!ing. 
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We have given, as I said in my re;;,arks, welfare reform 
wa:..vers to . .2.9 sta~es, and we have more pendi~g. I am opposed to 
washington,' s micror.la:;agement," •....hether it comes fror:l the !"ight or the 
left. And .. :, have bee::,. very concerned that ,in the welfare reform .. 
deba to we were going, to' 'wind ...:.p I' \,;,nder the guise 0: giving the states 
Jr.ore responsihility, 1essentially, putting more details cn the states 
and 'putting,' ~,he sta.tes i:1 an, econo:nic bind. '. " 

. \"·Rich't'. now}· the welfare. reform bill is stalled in the' 
:'Senate' because ;ome of- those mostly on the· extreme conservat~ve end 
of the Senate believe t.hat it doesn't c'ontain enough :nandates to, for 
exa~ple! prohibit any funds going to teenage mothers who have 
children out of we.dlock and to .....heir chi1d"ren .., 

I believe that what we ought to do} ·consiste::t w':'t.h the 
very few things we k::ow -- I've worked on welfare reform for 15 years 

we know a ::ew things. We know that :r;,Qst people on we:fare will 'go 
to work if they're given a chance to"do it. We know that the absence 
of child.care .is a big proble}"!"1 a barrier. ,And've kno..", that: the 
sta ..... es- will fig\,J.re all th';'s out: if't.hey have the too!s' to .do· it 
right. So what! want to do in the \"elfare reform debat.e is to give 
YO'..l· the t;',axi7.!u:n a:no'..:.nt of flex-ibili-:¥, consistent with some simpIe 
objectives. I do think the on:y place we ~eed federal ru:es and 
welfare reform -- 'and, you and I, I thi~k, have ta~ked about this 
before -- is i~-the area of ch:ld support enforceme~t because so ma~y 
of thC?se cases ,.,cross state lines. 

So I'in going to do_ :r.,y best to get you, a wel"fare reform 
proposa: which giv,es mo:-e flexibil:~y to the states and doesn!t, have 
a lo"t. of ideologica: proscript.ions··one way or the other and just. 
focuses on one or two big things that need to be done~ I think that 
is the riaht..; wav,.. to dO"'it . ,

Let me just say one other thing, though, about these 
block gra~-:.s. BloCk grants are~very good if they can be used by you 
for the ,purpose for whioh they're intended and they don't have so~e 
trap down ~he =oad. So, fer example, with the community develop 
block grant I' the dollar amo·...mt.! got was he:'d co::.stant for a decade, 
Sal in real t.e::-ms, it got smaller and swaller and snaller. B;,;.t si~ce 
::: didn'-r. have, a dependent populatio:: that had to have it every year 
wet vtere' abler,t.o work, and, make: the 1nost of it l use it to create jobs 
In '!P.y" state without.causing ,any problems anywhere else, ., -,.,,-, , , . -' . . 

NOW, if we· ,turn· food stamps into a block grant, ..."hat art? 
....'e go~ng to do the first,t':me \.Je don't have all 5C sta-r.es growing? 
'I'he food sta~~ program, -oecause it goes to people in need, worked 
verv well· in ,the 1980s when, first of all" we had the so-called 
bicoastal eCQnorr.y. The coas"'::s were doing weI::' and t:.he hea~t:'and"~las 
.doing' terribly", Then ~wher: ·the 'heartland and the Midale West and· the 
south' .came· back, .the'~coast got:. '1:::. trcubl'sl ,the food stamp progra:n 
worked as an. 'economic l,stabil:zer as wel). 'as a perscnal safety net', 

,moving back and fort~. across the states to help deal 'with ~he 
problems of those states. ! think that th~re!s a real pote~tial for 
prob~ems< for, you in tha,t. 

And r feel t:he same' "Jay about Hed;..caid. If you have a 
l1eclicaid block grant with i-- particularly with all the other proble:ns 
yo',.,! vo got.. I what are we going ;:'0 do the first time 'that there 1 s a 
terrible ,but uneven recess"ion ':'n America? 

" And/ ':'n the' case of 'the. welfare program, if the::-e were 

an AFDC block g.!:'a~t~ ""'ith no local· participation requi:!:emen"'::, look 

what that cou:d do to YO',';:. 'Wha,tl are you goi:;g to do if you get. cut 

across the board -- Hedicaid cu".:s, education cuts, welfare cuts - 

and yo\:,lve got a welfare block grant with no local participation 

requirement/ and the~ tha~ money becones the target of every lobby 

group in your state legislature t:-tat needs it:.? What's going to 

happen to the poor children in you::- state? 
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"," So what.'::: thi~k we need to do .is to be very practical 
. about this; ,riot 'ideologica!;'use the block grants where they'll work, 
'and give you as much 'flexibilit.y as possible 'to be creative. The 

federal 'government should, be. defining. the objectives we ~"ant to 
achieve! 'a'nd unless we have absolute I clear I unambiguous evidence 
that some condition or another is a precondition of achieving ~hat 
obj ective I' 'we'- ought to' give' you 'the: maximum amount of crea"::.i v i ty. 
Thafts what 'r ;tried to' do 'l.v1th" this waiver process, and 'that's 'the 

'direction' I ,think' we','ought to take. I· "",," 

. " ," l',', '. 1" •• , " 

REPRESEN'I'ATIVE CAMPBELL:' Thank you, r-:r. President. 'Ou:;:· 
sacond questioner is' f\epres€!::",t.ati ve De!". 13: ue of Nert.h Cerel i"a, Chair 
of our Asser,bly on Federal 'Issues. 

, , I " 

. Representatlve" Blue. 

REPRESENTATIVE'BLUE: Thank you, Hadame President. Good 
morning, !>1r. President','.. 

THE PRESIDENT:, ~ood morning, Dan. 

REPRESENTATIVE BLUE: Mr. President I you alluded b.:!:'iefly 
to' welfare reform. State legislators have welcomed the current 
debate on the welfare system. We! like you, believe -:hat it: is a 
need of sUbstantial reform, However! NCSL believes that any \~elfan. 
reiorn'. l'egislation T,',ust conta':n s9rr,e ki:-:d o! conti:1gc!".ocy or rainy~ 
day fund to assist states d'J.ring periods of emergency. 'A::;c we wonder 
·....hethe~ you '-'lould share'\'ll-::h us 'your positio:1 on this issue. 

THE PRES:::DENT: V!e.:l, I clearly agree with you. If 

wej~e goir.g ~o the blozk grant proposals, there have to be some 


cprctectl.o::s fo::, the times when the: econol'l'.y goes rJown in the country 

as a whole, and the 'ti:nes wher. the economy goes down in, some parts of 

the country,. but not in others. I have tried to say all along t1').at' 

o:-;e of the big risks 'with' these blOCk grants is that some states' are 

going to come up short in the next recession, and all states could. 


And one of the things .that really concerns 17Ie -~ I 'It', 
ver.y excited about the fact that therets a lot of energy het"El in 
Washington, and a lot of, e~ergy fof reform throughout the count=y, 
We've got .a let of new people i1":. gove:rn:ner,t:, with a lot of !:' €al:y 
de:terrd:1eq. ideas abot:.t ·what ';;0 do to change:. And eVe:,. w,hen they 
disagree., with me, I <:.h:'nk it.! s· a!". exc': -::ing t.hing to have this kind cf 
debate. ,51..;.t we Tr.ust have. memc-::,:.i .. a~sof and we. l'l\'.1st have some. t\ray of 
calli~g on cu= conmon experience. 

- am gratified t.hat. the p=oductivity ;:;f the American 
pr~vate sector -and the economic policies that we have established, 
the kind of work that many of you do in economic development in your 
own state have given us now "a couple of years of nationwide economic 
growth. But I want to reemphasize," if you go back o\!er the last- 20 
years in our history f this period is ati·pical'. In most of the last 
20 years, welve had some regions doing well while others were doing 
poorly. 

And we :leed to r;;ak6 s:..:.re t!':.at we don1t have states left 
.holding the bag if their own economies hit a :'cg down t!':.e road. Nm~', 
I haVe spOke:: to st.a":.e legisla::.ors nc".. t!':.:r.~Ol::;(:10Ut: tho. :.::ountry, in 
Flo:::ida aild :ndiar;a and other places:, and I can tell yO'.l that -- I 
mean, Flor:"da and rowa a;'1d o::her'places -- excuse me -- a:-:d I car; 
;:.e:l you that I've'talked pr.tva-c.eiy \v'ith Republicans and Democrats 
alike, who 'ask me -:'0 fight for protections like the contlngency fundi' 
and even the sta~e match. Particula.1:"ly in the fast-grot.Jing states, 
they!::;e worried about :.h:-..s. So I will' support you on that, I will 
sta~d wi:.h you on that. 

I think that What you need to do :nere is to Make s"Jre. 
when each on~ of these issues is being debated in Congress that ycu_ 
undelMstand both the up sides and the down sides, because whe:; 
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congress proposes these 'kind of bloCk grants they ~ay be in 
philosophical agreement with you at one level, that you s~ould have 
more say over your O\';?"l affairs; but keep in mind also, there t s a big 
desire to meet these very, very tough deficit reduction target.s that 
'they have sat for themselves. So if they are using you to save 
i!':o:1ey, it o::ly works for you if the increased flexibility and the 
dil'li::ished paper'work and hassle, a::d t:",e inc::!:"eased creativity you can 
bring to the task means you can do the same work -:cr :05$ money as 
well or better than you were doing it before. And it only works if 
t.!1ese econor:Jic Changes have been taken into account. 

So I'm \>!::.h you on it. 1'1: we::::k with you. He can get 
this' done. I will say agai:1, fer al: of my differences \~'ith the 
Congress, we have got to balance the bUdget. We are going to do 
that.. vIe are going to reach an agreement on it. But we need to do 
it in a \,.;ay that: e::ables ·you to ·do your job and that promotes the 
objectives of a balanced budget -- ~ore jobs, higher incorne~1 a more 
stable future -for our chl1d!"'en. 

Thank you very much. (Applause. ) 

END 11:47 A.M, EDT 

, 
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REMARKS BY PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON 
NATIONAL GOVERNORS ASSOCIATION ANNUAL MEETING 

BURLINGTON, VERMONT 
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[Acknowledgements: Governor Dean for introduction; Governor 
Thompson, in-coming chairman; PQ.v'\';;=~~ll<ili)..,~ 
~~Mayor Peter Clavelle; Ray Sheppach, NGA Executive 
Director; fellow Governors; ladies and gentlemen] , 

:t's great to be back in New England and in Vermont~ especially 
this ti:r.€! of year'. Let me begin by co~gratulati!'!g Governor 
Tho:npson for tak:'ng over the reins of the NGA for the next year.
He really has a tough. act to follow. Governor Dear;, ::as been a 
terrific leader. His "Campaign for Children" has helped focus 
much-needed attention on the responsibilities we owe our children 
-- as parents, as citizens and as leaders. There is no more 
important issue facing this nation. 

I share Governor Dean's sense of urgency about our children. In 
fact, I ran for President because I wanted to ensure a better 
future for our children* I did not want my daughter to be a part 
of ~he first generation of Americans to do worse than their 
parents. I also did not want to be a passive spectator at the 
funeral of our core American values: work and responsibility, 
community and family. So I took office to do two things: first, 
to expand opportunity and demand responsibility from every 
citizen. And secondly, to bring this country together again
through a recommitment to the shared values that have made us 
great. And I have realized something during the course of this 
journey. You can't do one without the other. We must all pul.l 
together to rebuild the p..merican Dream. 

That's whYI for the past ::wo-anc-a-half years, I have sought 
common ground with the American people about the needs of 
children and families. We1ve worked hard to give hard-working 
families the help they need to nake :he most of their God-given 
potential -- and to give their children a good start in life. 

The Earned Income Tax Credit now provides an average tax 
deduction of $1000 for working families with children with 

, incomes below $28,000. The Family and Medical Leave Law now 
\~~~\~ helps more people be good parents and successful workers. 'The 
~ ~~ crime bill we enacted protects our children with 100,000 ~ore 

~\/~~ ~ police officers on the street and prevention pcograrns that give 
~~ ~~1 our young people something to say yes to. We are well on our way 
~~~ ~ to achieving our goal of immunizing every child under age 2 by 
r~~ ~ the turn of the century. We've expanded Head Start and made 
r~~) historic strides in education reform with efforts like Goals 
F\~ ",\t).- 2000, direct student loans, and our national service program, 
>~' AmeriCarps. 

1· ~~il.f 1 
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SOl we have done a lot to improve the quality of life for 
children and families. But, there'is one thing we have not been 
able to do -- pass comprehensive welfare reform. The American 
people have been clear: They want welfare reform and they want 
it now.' 

We have found common ground, across partisan and ideological 
lines, on most of the issues surrounding welfare reform. Not so 
very long ago, many liberals opposed requiring all welfare 
recipients who can work to do so. A~d not so long ago, ~ost. 
conservatives 'tbought the government shouldn't spend money on 
child care to give welfare mothers a chance to go to work and 
still be gooa parents. Now we have a broad consensus fro:n both. 
We should do bOLh. ~ 

We also began this year wi th so::r,e in Washington suggesting that 
ending welfare meant taki~g children from their parents and 
putting them in orphanages. Now therets a bipartisan COnsensus 
even in Washington that that would be the wrong way to go. When 
this Congress' first took i..i.p welfare reform; some questioned the 
need to incl'..!de strong child support enforcement. But whe:: 
governors and Members of Congress came together at our White 
House summit on welfare reform in January, Tommy Thompson, Howard 
Dean and every other governor there let Congress know that tough 
child support enforcement is something we all can agree on. 

So, why has the Congress failed to act? Unfortunately, in recent 
days, partisan, -ideological in-fighting has stalled the progress 
on welfare reform. We just can't afford to let this die. I want 
Congress to stop the ideological bickering and send me a strong, 
bipartisan welfare reform bill yesterday. The American people
have waited long enough. ' 

You and I have been working hard to move the ball forward. In 
fact, my Ad"T',inistration has approved waivers for 29 states to 
refo:;:'::1l. welfa,;::-e their way. Governor Dean led the way with the 
first time-limit waiver in the country. &~d Governor Tho%pson 
was right on his heels. 

Today, I want to announce three immediate steps that we can take 
together that will move us closer to ending welfare as we know it 
vlhile we wait for Congr~ss to end the logjam a~d act. 

First, I am directing the Secretary of Health and Human Services 
to see to it that any State that meets four basic principles of 
welfare reform l can get a waiver within 30 days. 

Those principles are at the core of what most "AmeriCans, without 
regard to party want to see as part of welfare reform. 

They are: 
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One: time limits and real work requirements. No one who can"work 

should be able to stay on welfare forever. And we need to make 

sure that people have the child care and job training they need 

to move from welfare to work: 


Two: teen mothers must live at home, stay in school,· and prepare 

for work. We shouldn't punish children for the mistakes of their 

parents. But we should insist that young mothers and fathers 

take responsibility and turn their lives around. 


Three: mothers must identify the father of their child so we can 

collect child support. Paren~s should not be able to walk away 

from their responsibilities. 


And four: Letts do what Ohio and Oregon and Missouri are doing - 

move people to work by using money now spent on welfare and food 

stamps to subsidize private sector jobs. That's a win-win~ 

Businesses can hire more people, taxpayers can save money, and 

people who used to get welfare checks can now ge~ paychecks. 


The second executive action I am taking today is to approve the 

most state waivers eve= announced at one time. We are approving 

welfare reform waivers for [six states? Ohio, West Virginia l 


Utah, Texas, California, and Massachusetts?] and food stamp 

waivers for [four states? Delaware, Virginia, r, 7). That's 10 

states that will be freed up to tryout their ideas without being 

stifled by Washington one-size-fits-all rules. 


And finally, we must do everything in our power to change the 

culture of welfare to put work first. Welfare reform isn't abotlt 

just cutting people off. It will only succeed if it moves people 

from welfare to work. Today, I am using my executive authority 

to hold states to a tougher performance standard for moving 

people from welfare to work and giving them the tools to do so. 

Starting October 1, I am doubling the work participation goal 

from 20 percent to 40 percent. And we'll make sure that States 

that meet this tough, new benchmark are recognized and rewarded. 

At the same time, I am changing federal regulatlons so that 

states can irr.pose tougher sanctions on recipients who refuse to 

work. 


None of this is a replacerr.ent for bold Congressional action. 

Rather, I hope it will spu~ the Congress to get off the dime. 

Let me be clear: Congress still needs to pass a comprehensive' 

welfare reform bill that contains work requirements, time limits, 

the toughest possible child support e~forcement laws] and gives 

states the tools to succeed. The Senate has before it a bill 

that will do just that. The Work First Plan sponsored by 

Senators Daschle, B~eaux and M!kulski e~ds the cu~rent welfare 

system and replaces it with one based on work .. I urge the 

Congress to pass this bill. 
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·I ran for President to bring new opportunity to the American 
people and to demand more responsibility in return. That's what 
I call the New Covenant. Welfare reform is a crucial part of 
this effort. We are now at an historic moment. The failure to 
pass welfare reform this year would be a breach of faith with the 
American people. Republicans and Democrats alike have a 
responsibility to bring real change to Washington. 

I hope Congress will act, and soon. But even if they don't, I 
will work with you and your legislatures to get this job done. 

Thank you. 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON 
RADIO ADDRESS TO THE NATION 95. h.. .JULy 1. 1995 vv,vRg

(Taped June 30, 1995) "1·. 51 
Good morning. On this 4th of July weekend. I wan't to talk about' 
cne thing that "is at the root of our independence. GOing to work 
rr.akes you self-sufficient; it makes you and your family truly 
independent. Unfortunately, millions of Americans don't have that 
independence; 'they're dependent on welfare. 

The vast majority of these Americans dream the same dream· that 
most Americans do, They want the dignity that comes from going to 
work and doing right by their children, 

Congress and I are now at work on a welfare reform bill. I look 
forward to their passing and my signing into law a bipartisan 
bill that has a real chance of ending welfare as we know it. 

We have already agreed on much of what needs to be done. We agree 
that there must be time limits on welfare. We agree that we must 
move people off welfare and into work. And I am pleased that 
Congress has now agreed with me that we should have the toughest 
child support enforcement laws possible. 

But if we are going to end welfare, we must do more about a 
crucial element that is missing from the current approach of many 
in Congress. Instead of providing the child care people need to 
get off welfare I some in Congress are actually trying to cut 
child care. 

Today. I say to Congress! Let's make child care the central 
element of our initiative to put welfare mothers to work. The 
bold plan that I am for, which has been proposed by Senators 
Daschle~ Breaux and Mikulski I provides that support. Our bill 
presents a genuine opportunity for a b'ipartisan agreement, and 
hope we take advantage of it soon.' 

After all, we should want' the sane thing for people on welfare 
that we want for all Americans: the chance to build strong 
families and to make the meat of their own lives. The very name 
of the welfare program says it all: Aid to Families with 
Depender.t Children. Children are by nature dependent. The point 
of welfare reform is not to punish children t but to help their 
families become independent. 

It is pure fantasy to believe that we can put a mother to work 
unless we provide child care for her children. We don "t want more 
latch key kids or neglected children. And we don't want more 
welfare mothers staying home, drawing welfare because they can't 
find child care. 

, 
" 

I 



We do want people to be good workers and good parents. If we want 
parents on welfare to go to work and become independent of 
welfare, we have to make sure they can find good, clean I safe 
places for their children to stay during the day. 

Many in Congress want to cut child care just to save money, I 
want to save money too. But we have to do it the smart way. 
Cutting child care will make it harder for parents to get off and 
stay off welfare. And it will cost us far more than it saves-in 
the long run. 

Some in Congress want. to take even more extreme measures that . 
will hurt, not strengthen families. They want to block welfare 
reform unless it cuts off all help to children whose mothers are 
poor I young and unmarried. I believe we must discourage teen 
pregnancy, but not by ~urting babies. We should require teen 
mothers to live at home. stay in school and turn their lives 
around so they -- and their children -- stay off welfare for 
good. 

My administration has already put 29 states on the road ,to ending 
welfare as we know it, with waivers to free them from cumbersome 
federal rules and regulations. Today. I am pleased to announce 
that Virginia wil~ become the latest state to receive a waiver. 

Virginia's plan requires people on welfare to go to worki it 
makes it possible to send money now spent on welfare and food 
stamps to employers to subsidize jobs in the private sector, and 
it helps people get child care, 

Several months ago, I called on Congress to send me a welfare 
reform bill by July 4th. I'm disappointed that they haven't ;net 
that deadline. But X am hopeful that we will move forward on a 
bipartisan welfare reform bill. I don't want filibusters and 
vetoes and gridlock, I want real welfare refo~m that requires 
work, that demands respo~sibility and that provides the child 
care people need to move off welfare. It is time to get to work 
so we can give ~illions of Americans a new independence day, 

Thanks for listening. 

. 
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Good morning, As we celebrate independence dey weekend, we need 
to think about those Americans who are not truly Independent. SOme are 
dependent on drugs' or alcohol and have no real control over their own 
lives. But today .1 went to talk about how we can bring true Independenca 
to the millions of American women who are on walfare cering for their 
children. 

Welfare reform i. really about how we can bring Independence to them 
and a life of Independence to their children. One way la to halp make the 
fethers of their children meet more of the bur:den of supporting them. I wes 
very pleased that the House accepted my recommendation and provided 
for tha tenmlnatlon of ill drivers and professional licenses for men who do 
not pay child support and honor their commHmeni to thalr children. 

r But tha key element in welfare reform is child care. WIthout a full range " 
, of child care alternatives, wa cannot have welfare /llform. Too many· 
\ people equate welfare reform with welfare cuts. Cuttlng Is easy, bUt only
I by moving people from welfare to jobs can we really change their lives andLmeke them Independent. And it will take .chlld care to do that. 

/.-. . 
/ Tha very nerne of the welfare program says It all. Ita not called welfare· 

( Ita called aid to famillee of dependent children. Sinca most of these 
I \ famines are really single mothers, welfare 1& really a wey of supportlng
I\ l single mothars lind their children when tha fathers woo't. or can't. 

\ So the basic fact is that almost everybody lives alorie with their children. 

1'f we went mothers to go to work end become independent of welfare 
handouts, we have to provide good, clean, sara places for their children to 
stay during the day. 

( This very baSIC fact Is all too often overlooked by people In Congress 
I who are planning welfare reform. Their goal III to stop welfare coats from 
'\going up. TlIat'1I my goal too. But I know that if we Just accomplish that 

goal by cutting benefits, we'll Just produce more homeless, more sick, more 
crime, end more hungry k1e1s. To cut welfare costa, we have to promote 
work and to do that, we need child care. • 

But the welfare reforms Congress Is considering do nothing to Increase 
. child cere. They simply toss the problenns to the states and say - "hera's 
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the same amount o! money we now pay for welfare In your state. We'll 
freeze /t, we won't increase It for five yeers end you go figure out how to 
provide child care. Good luek.' 

I want to work With Congress on welfare reform. I want a bl-partlsan 
welfare reform bill. I don't want filabusters or vetoes or gridlock. But we 
are JuS! kidding ourselves if we pass welfare reform without child care. So 
lets figure out how to do it. We don't want more child neglect. We don't 
want more latch key children. Ami we don't want welfare women staying 
home, drawln; welfare beCause they can1 find child cart. So lets open our 

reyes and see the real world. We need JON for mothers and we need help 
for their kids during the day when they are at work. Its that simple. 
~ 
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Good morning. I hope you're waking up to a long holiday 
weekend. It feels good to put the workplace behind for a while 
and spend time with family and friends -- even better, to know 
that when the holiday is over, you can return to work, 

We should think .hout that on this 4th of July, Going to 
work makes you self-sufficient; it makes you a::.d yours truly 
independent, Unfortunately, millions of Americans don't have that 
independence; they're dependent on welfare. 

The vast majority of these Areericans dream the same dreams 
that truly independent Americans do. They want to go to work and 
do right by their children, You just can't overestimate the lift 
that the dignity of work gives to self-esteem and family life, 

So our challenge is to find a way to move these Americans 
from welfare to work. Several mo~ths ago, I asked the Congress to 
send me a welfare refor~ bill by July 4th/ so we could celebrate 
Independe~ce Day by helping people move from dependence to 
independe:1ce, 

But congress missed my July 4th deadline. I'm disappointed, 
and lim not alone; most Americans, without regard to party. agree 
that we must end welfare as we know it. The time to do it is now, 
and I still have great hope we can do it without regard to party. 

I've devoted years to working on ways to reform welfare; as 
Governor of Arkansas I he:ped a Republican President and a 
Democratic Congress draft the bipartisan welfare reform bill of 
1988. I have seen what works and what doesn't. That's why I 
supporc a bold plan proposed in the Congress by Senators Daschle l 
Breaux and Mikulski. This bill is a genuine effort toward a 
bipartisan, agreement. 

Too many of the bills in Congress are weak on work and tough 
on children. Our bill is tough on work and good for children. It 
irrposes tine lirdts for welfare recipie:r.ts; stric>: work, 
requirements; the '.:otighest possible child support enforcement; 
and provides more flexibility for the states. 

One 6f the best things about our plan is that it gives 
people the child care they need to go to work. The only way for 
people to be both good workers and good parents is for them to 
have adequate child care. If we want parents to go to work and 
become independent of welfare, we have to make sure they can find 
good, clean, safe places for their children to stay during the 
day, 

1 
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What troubles me most about what many in Congress are 
proposing is that they are tryi~g to save ~oney by cutting child 
care. I want to save :noney too. But we have to do it the sr.tart 
way. Cutting child care will make tt harder for people to get off 
and stay off welfare. It will cost us far more than it saves in 
the long run. 

We should want the same thing for people on welfare that we 
want for all Americaps: the chance to b'J.ild strong families and 
to make the most of ::heir own lives. 'The ve:;:-y name of the welfare 
program says it all: Aid to Families with Dependent Children. 
Children are by nature depen,dent. The point of welfare reform is 
not to punish children but to help their families become 
independent so children can depend on their own parents, and not 
the government. 

That's why I oppose the effort by a few in Congress to block 
welfare reform unless it cuts off all help to children whose 
mothers are poor, young and unmarried. I believe we must 
discourage teen pregr.ancy, but not by hurting babies, We should 
require teen mothers to live at ho~e, stay in school and turn 
their lives around so they -- and their children -- stay off 
welfare for good. 

I want to work with Congress on welfare reform. But I am 
determined to do everything I can to move ahead. My 
Administration has already put 29 states on the road to ending 
we:fare as we know it, with waivers to free them from cumbersome 
federa: rules and regulatio~s. Today, I am pleased to announce 
that Virginia will become the latest s=ate to receive a waiver. 

The Virginia plan requires people on welfare to go co work; 
it makes it possible to send money now spent on welfare and food 
stamps to employers to subsidize jobs in ~he private sector, and 
it helps peop:e get child care. 

I want a bipartisan welfare ~eform bill. r do~'t want 
filibusters and vetoes and gridlock. But we are just kidding 
ourselves if we pass welfare reform without child care. We don't 
want more neglected children. And we don't want more welfare 
parents drawing welfare because they can't find child care. We 
can do better than that. It is time to get to work to give 
millions of Americans a new Independence Day. 

Thanks for listening" 
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Good morning. I hope you're one of the millions of 
ATIe~icans waking up to a long holiday weekend today. It feels 
goc:d to P'Jt t::e workplace beh:.nd for a little h'hile and spend 
t'::'Il:e \'-lith £8:\\il:.-' and fl:"iends -- even bette.!:, to know t:~at 'Alhen 
the holiday is over, you can return to work. , 

"~ \, ..""l< ...,.., ,.,
We should think about that on this 4th of July: ,hat job) "I 

makes you self-sufficient; it makes you and yours tru~y 
i::-:depende:it, l)nfor::u~ately, millions of ot:';.e~ .nJlcericans do:~' t 
have that independence: they'::::e dependent on weI fare. 

I can tell you that the vast majority of these A.'T,eri cans 
dream the same dreams 'Chat truly independent Ar.le:::icans do, They 
l:18nL to go to work and do right by their children. Yon Just can't 
overescimate the lift that the dignity of work gives to self
esteem and family life. 

So the chaL.e!1ge is :'0 find a way to move :.hese Americans 
from weI fare to work. Several mo::.ths ;;go, I asked t~.e C:ow;;res& t:'.) 

send me a bipartisan welfal:'e reform bill by July 4t·:~, so we could 
celebrate Independence Day by helping people move from dependence 
to tndependence. 

And as we do, we I d be :";elping oc;r nat.ion becorr.e r.1cre 
i:1dependen::, too -- from spending on programs that do:,.! t reflect: 
the values and priorities of the American people, Very simply, 'de 
need to.reform welfare if we!!'e going to balance the budget -
something I am committed to achieving within 10 years. 

J..,.!I,;"" 
Eut the leaders in Congress missed my July 4th (!.arget) and an 

opportunity to move on this important work. I'm disappointed, and 
1 'n ;10t alone; most Anericans, without ~egard t.o party, agree 
that ~elf2:re as h'e kno.... it must end.) 

live devoted years to working on ways to reform welfare; as 
Governor of Arkansas I helped a Republican President and a 
Democratic Congress draft the bipartisan welfare reform bill of 
1988. :::: have see:1 ~.Jhat works a:r.d what doesn't. To be successf:.:.l, 
we::are refoL'l'. s:lOuld be tough en worf: and good ':or :::;;i~dren, not 
weak 0:: work a:1d 1:cugl': on chlldren, ~e :::eed t::r.e :imits :or 
welfare recipients; strict work =equireme~ts; child care fo~ 
children whose parents go to work; t:.he toughest possible child 
support enforcement,· and more flexibility for the states, 

These ele:rtents cone together in a bold plan I s:.:ppor:t in the 
Congress, ,""hich was proposed by Senators Daschle, 3reau:·: a:-:d 
Mikulski. This bill is a genuine effort toward a bipartisan 
agreement. ~et me emphasize that welfare reform must grow Out of 

;;t



ThiS approach has been called mean ~- and I think i::'s 
short-sighted, It will make reform barder, and more e;.~pensive .In 
the long run. 

e If parents, can't or WO!"'.' t work, or are cut off from welfare \ 
af::er a reasonable period, their chi:dre:: still have basic needs J II 

rTt 1 s called Aid to Families with Dependent Children for a good 
reason: Children by definition are dependent. The point of 
welfare reforrr, is :';ot to punish children but ::.0 help ::.heir 
families become :ndependent so children can depend on their o'l-ln } 
parents, ,and not the l~me~. /fuoI 

Let's remember Ithat at~:;~::;ore of welfare ,reform is the I 
realization that kf/i)3S hur:::(1\.l1el'ica· s fa:J1:'1ies. We gain nothing / 
and lose a great deal if these GhL~dre!1 are lei::: ',.,i thout child I 

. 	C2re while :.:hei:::- parents work. And whi.:.e we all a-;.:ree tha::. teen I 
p.t:egnancies illest, be discouraged, we know that i::: shouldn' ';: be 
done by cutting yOU:lg people off, but by requiring teen mothers 
to live at home, stay in school and turn their lives around so 

\ they can stay off welfare fo~ good. 

~ l p. .ft.... t ..-t,.t.P<-\ltl ·1 ..... 


;;:~-;:r-:"~ .. ,r. ~~:h"congress w?uld~,' t ~lo1~ ~e:~~r~ reform h~;tage, but 
,~tw""' tha:.. wOll I.. stop, me troJn dO.lng wha:.. ,,:.. eeL. GO for reL.. _m. My 

, Administrati:J!~ has already put. 2.9 states on :.he .coad to ending 
welfare as we know it, freeing them from cumbersome federal rules 
and regulatiOns through waivers. And today, I can announce that 
Virginia 'dill beco:t',e the latest state to receive a waiver. 

The VirgHlia waiver req'J.ires work for people who can work; 
it allows monEy nOh' spent on welfare and food stamps to go to an 
er:tployer to subsidize a private secto.::: job: and it helps people 
get the child care they need they can be both good workers and 
good parenr.s. 

I still bel~eve we can reform weI fare the right way for all 
America. I ""sot ::0 ",;ork wit!: both parties to make ;:hat ;1aPEien, so 
we C8n give loillio;-:s of J'..me.:::icziHs thei.r own. InrJependence Day" 
That! s what the AI1:erican peop':'e der::and and deserve. 

Thanks for listening. 

z 
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President William J. Clinton 
Radio Address to the Nation 

July 1, 1995 
(taped June 30, 1995) 

Good morni::g. I hope YOll're one of the millions 0: 
Americans waking up to a long holiday weekend today. It feels 
good to put the workplace behind for a little whlle and spelld 
time with family and friends -- even better, to know t!lat when 
t!'.€ hoLiday is over, you can return t.o work. 

We should think abo~t that on this 4th of July: Going to 
work makes you self-sufficient; it makes you and you~s truly 
independe::t. Unfortunately, millions of other Americans'don',:; 
have that independence; they're depel1dent:. on welfare. 

I can tell you that the vast majority of these Amen"cans 
dream the same dreams that truly independent Americans do, TheY 
vJant to go to v!ork and do right by their children. You just can't: 
overestimate the lift that the dignity of work gives to self
esteem and family life. 

So ::he challe:;ge is to :ind a way to move these .n...'Uericans 
from welfar.e to work. Several months ago, I asked the Conqres$ to 
send me a bipartisan welfare reform bill by July 4th, so we could 
celebrate Independence Day by helping people mOve from dependence 
co independence. 

ll;nd as we do, -"le'd be helping our nat:ion become mOl~e 

i;:dependent, toc -- from spending on p-=:ograms tha:: don'',: reflect 
t:;e values and p!:lor':';:ies of the ]'..merica:: people, VeL'y siiltply. we 
need to reform welfa::e if we're gc""ng to balance :he budget -
somethlng I am corrunitted to acl~ieving within 10 years. 

But the leaders in Congress missed my July 4th deadline and 
an opportunity to move on this important work. I'm disappointed, 
anc IJ m not alone; most Americans, without regard to party, agree 
that we mus:: end we':":are as we know, it. The ::ime to do i::: is now 1 

and I have great:. hope we can do i": witllout :::egard :;:: par-::y, 

I've devoted ye2..rs to working on ways to referIT', v..'elfare; as 
Governor of Arkansas I helped a Republican Preside:".t ana a 
Democratic Congress draft the bipartisan welfare reform bill of 
1988. I have seen what works and what doesn't. That's v,hy I 
support a bold plan proposed in the Congress by Senators Daschle, 
3reaux and Mikulski. 7his bi:l is a genui:;e effort towa.::-d a 
bipal·ti8cln agre€tr,ent, 

Our bill is tQ'...:gh on woyk and good for shlldren, no:;: weak 0:: 
wo.::k and ;:ough on children. It imposes time limits ror welfare 
recjpients: strict work requ,irements: ~hild care for children 
whose parents go to work] the toughest possible child support 
enforcement; and more flexibility for the states. 

\ 



Unfortunately, the current Republican House and Senat.e bills 
don1t do enough to help move people from welfare tc work, And 
they're just too tough on children, They would cut child care 
that people on welfare need to go to work. This approach has been 
called mean -- and I think it's short-sighted. It will make 
reform harder I and rwre expel1si ve in the long run. 

To do this right, we need to he::'p people get the child care 
they need so they ca.::'! be both good parents and good workers. 1 tis 
called Aiel to Fami:ies v;i;:h Dependent. Ch:'ldren for? good \'eaSOI1: 
Ci.ildren by defir:ition 3.re depei!de::t. ':'118, point of v/elfa;,'e re:orm 
is not to pU:1ish children b'Jt to help their families become 
independent so children can' depend on their own parents, and not 
the government. 

After all, we vlant to reform welfare so families have to 
tools to make good lives for themselves as all working families 
try, to do, let's remember chat at the core of welface reform is 
the ::ealiza::ion that:'t has hu::t America's families. Tha;:'::.; wl1y 
\....e can I:;. allow :;.he e:,:tr'emist rr:easures proposed by sCIIIe. which 
would not only cut o:f child care, but also all h<?lp to. children 
whose mothers are poor, young and unmarried I even though the 
Catholic Church has said that such a f:leas:.:re would lead to rl0~'e 
abortions, 

We all agree that teen pregnancies must be discouraged, but 
that shQuld be done by cutting young people off, but by requiring 
teen mothers to live at home, stay in school and turn their lives 
around so they can stay off welfare for gOOd. 

I wish Congress wouldn I t hold welfare reform hostage, but 
that '",oolt stop me fro:r: doinc 'tJhat I ca!; do for r.eform, t-iv 
Adrli~lstr~tion has already p~t 29 s:ates Ofl t!~e roari to 0;(1~1'~ 
welfare 8S '.tie kn::;w :t, freei::g c:h-em :!.'Or.l CU!1CerSOme federal rules 
and. regulations through waivers, Today, I can announce that 
Virginia will become the latest sta::e to receive a l,"aiver. 

The Virginia waiver requires work for people who can work; 
it allows money now spent on welfare and food stamps to go to an 
employer to subsidize a private sector job; and it helps people 
get t:ie child care they r:eed, 

r still beLieve \-"'e can reform Nelfare the right: way for <".11 
P..rn.e!:ica. I want to work with both parties to make that happen, so 
we can give IT',:llions of A.l~erica:;s :heir own :ndepe;lc1ence Day. 
That's ,o!hat the Amerlcan peop:"e demand a:'.d ::Iese r: v::: . 

Thanks for listening. 
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·The Oval Office 

THE PR8S,rDENT: Good morning. Earlier this week, I signed the 
GATT agreement" the most far-reaching inter~ational trade pact in our 
history.' 'And this weekend in Miami, we in' -the United Stat'es are hosting 
the Summit of the Americas, where the leaders of 34 countries have· 
gathered to ~romote'trad~ in our own hemisphere. 

This Sumrn'it of the Americas, . and GATT, and everything we've done 
to expand 'international t~ade is. really about opening up foreign,markets 
to America's goods and service~-, so that: w~ can creat,e high-wage jobs 
and new opportunities for,our people here at home. 

,But despite all the progress we've made, despite" t:he fa~t that 
we have over 5 million new jobs in the .last 22 months, t~e biggest 
expansion of trade in history, we've ~ad more ne~ construction jobs this 
year than in the last nine years combined, .and'we''ve nad a year of 
manufacturing job growth for the first time in a·decade. In spite of 
'all that:;' millions of hardworking people are sti:'l out there 'killing 
the~selves( ,working longe~.hours for lower P~YI paying mor~ for health 
care - - or. losing their health coverage than ever befQre, More and more 
Americans, even in this recovery,- are worried that they could lose their, 
,job or their benefits at any time. 

There's less disposable income for most working America!}s than 
there was just a decade ago. Many people can't even image being able to, 

. afford a vacation anymore, let alone send their children .. to college.· 
And I'm talking about hardworking Americans, who play by the rules; 
they're tired of watching their earnings benefit people who don't. 

rhere's ne greater gap between mainstre~m American val~'es a~d 

modern govermr,ent than we find in the welfare system. The welfare 

system was set u,P for all the right reasons' -- to help people whb had 


,. 
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, . 
fallen on hard times "temporarily; to give them a hand up for a little 
while sq they could put their lives ,back. in order and move on. And it 
still works that way for em awful lot of people, , 

I But ,for millions and millions of people, the system ~8 broken 
badly, and it undermines the very values -- work. faml.ly and 
responsibility -- that people need· to 'put themselves back'on track. The 
people who. are stuck'on welfare permanently will be the first to tell 
yqu that if we're 'going to fix it". we have to return to those 'values, 
and we have to put them f:r:ont,,,and center. People who have worked their" 
wdy·off of welfare,' after being afraid they'·d be on it forever, will be 
the strongest in saying, we've got to.put work, family-and 
responsibility back, into the system. 

We have to change welfare so that it drives people toward the 
freedom of work, not the confines of dependence, 'Work is still' the best 
social prog~am ever inv~nte¢., Work··gives hope and structure :an.d meaning 
to people!s lives. And we won't have ended .welfare as we know it, until 
its central- focus is to move people:off welfare and into a job 'so that 

. they can-~uppor~ themselves and their families._. . 

We have to change welfare '.:0· that it strengthens 'families and 
not weaken them. There is no substitute -- none -~ for the loving 

"devotion and equally loving discipline of caring parents', Governments 
don't r-aise children, parents do. There's some people out there who 
argue that:we shQuld let some 'sort 'of big, new institutio~ take pa~ents" 
place, that· we sh<;mld even t1ake children away. from pare~ts as we. cut .. 
them off_welfar~; eyen if their dOing a good job as parents, and put the 
children in orphanages. We.lf. thoi?e people are dead wrong. We· need less 
governmental- ~nterference .in family If.fe, not 'more. 

y?e have to· change the welfare system so'· that i't d"emands the same 
responsibility already sqouldered by millions. and millions of 'Americans 
who already get up every day go to work and struggle to make ends meet" 
and raise their "children. Anyone who can work should do so. Anyone who" 
brings a, child i;:;.l;,o this world ought to take responsibility for that . 
child'., 'And no one _. no one -- should get pregnant or father a child 

"who isn't prepared tp raise the child, love the child and take financial 
,and·per~on~l responsibility for the child's future! 

Tha~fs why welfare reform must, include a national campaign 
against teen preg~anCYt and the toughest possible enforcement of our 
child'support laws~ along with the requirement that'people on welfare,.' 
will have-to get off of' it and go to work after a'specified period of 
time, 'It also means that if you're;: going to require .that, there has to 
be· a j·ob there for them, ~nd support: for people who are working to raise 
thei:: children in the proper way", ' 

jI ve work.ed on this wel fare reform issue for :14 years, since 1 

\ 
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first became Governor of my state. I've worked wi.th other Governors, 
with .members of Congre'ss from both parties, but most" importantly, .with 
people on welfare and people who've worked their way off of it. I know 

. that most people out there on welfare don't like it a bit, would give 
anything to get off, an~ really want to'be gqod, hardworking citizens 
'and successful parents. 

There are a lot of ideas out· there for reforming'welfare -- some' 
are really good, and some are ..juat. 'political attention getters. Since 

.became President, I've worked.hard·on this. I've already introduced 

welfare reform legislation, in 'the )a!3t sessiqn of Congress. We've also 

given 20 states relief from. cumbersome federal bureaucracy rules, so 


·that they can'pursue welfare'reform on their. own. We've done that for 
more· states ~han the previous two administrations combined. 

There's still' some'disagreement about what we ought to do, but 
everybody agrees that'the system is badly broken and needs to be fixed. 
It's a'bad deal for the taxpayers who pay, the bills, and it's a worse 
deal for the families who are permanently stuck on it. 

Two days ago, after,meet·ing with governors from both the 
Democratic and Republican Parties, I announced that we're' going to host 
a national, bipartisan working session' on welfare "reform at the. ·White.· 
House in January. I call for thi's session'as a first step in all: honest 
and forthright discussion about America's welfare system and how to fix 
it. It's not going to be easy, but our responsibility to the American 
people is' to put aside partisan differences, and to turn our full 

. attention to. the problems at 'hand:- The 'American people deserve a 
governm~nt that honors t.heir· values and spends' their money" wisely, and a 
country ' that rewards people who work hard'and play by the rules; working 
together, that's' whp.t we can give -them." . 

Thanks for listenirig." 

END 
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lasl nighl, I addressed Ihe nalion ahoul rny plan to balance Ihe budget by CUlling 
spending that no longer makes sense and giving the American people a government that 
reflects their priorities and values. 

No part of government cries out more for this new cut-invest-and-save approach than 
our failed welfare system. Over the last two years. we have worked hard to refonn welfare 
- by introducing tbe most sweeping welfare feform plan ever put forward by any President; 
by giving 29 states waivers to reform their own we~fare systems' without federal red tape; and 
by breaking the. record for child support collections through lough enforcement. 

Today, I am joining with Senate Dernocrats 10 supporl a hold welfare reform plan that 
ends the current welfare system by putting work first, As rye said an along, welfare refonD 
ought to be ahout helping people earn a paycheck, not a welfare check. Senator Daschle and 
his colleagues have developed a plan that has tough work requirernents and real time lirnits, 
and gives states the tools and incentives they need to move people to work. 

The current Senate bill still falls far short on work: According to the Congressiooal 
Budget Office, only six states out of 50 would succeed in rnoving poopl. from welfare to 
work under that bHl. Welfare reform should not be a race to the bottomj it should be a race 
to independence. The Daschle plan saves money, protects children, and is serious about work 
-- and that's what welfare reform is all about. 

This is not and must not be a partisan issue. [call on Republicans to,work with us to 
reach agreement on a real. bipartisan welfare reform bill, and to send it to me by July 4th 50 

we can celebrate Independence Day by helping people move from dependence 10 . 

independence. 
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THE PRESIDENT: Good evening. Please be seaWi. 

Good evening. Ladies and gentlemen, before we begin !he 
press c:onference, I want 10 ""press on behalf of HilLiry and myself 
our profoundest condolences to !he families and to the loved 0Ile$ of 
!he eight Americans who were killed in lbe crash of !he Air Force 
plane in Alabama last night. 

Tonight I WlIIII to talk about welfare refenn. But before 
I do, I'd like 10 take just a minUIe to put welfare reform inlO !he 
context of what is going on now in !he Unill!d Stales Congress. 
Before the Easler break, the Ho..., of RepresentatiVeS prO<lul:ed a 
!lull)' of ideas and proposals. Some of !hem were good. Some need 
work. Some should be n:jecWl. My job is 10 work with people of 
good faith in hoth parties, ;" hoth Houses, to do what is best for 
America. 

I was not e1ec1l!d to prod_ a pile of vetoes. And Ihe 
Congress was not elecll!d 10 prod_ a pile of political issues for 
the next election. My philosophy is that we have 10 go beyond this 
kmd of politics-as-uSWll. the old debate about whether there should 
be more government or less government. I thiJI.k we need a beuet and 
different govemmetll that helps people who are helping themselves, . 
one that offers opportunity but demand. responsibility. 

I have some common goals with !he new Republican 
rruijority in !he Congress. They say !hey want 10 red""" !be deficit 
and the size of government. I support that. My administration has 
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reduced the deficit by $600 billion and is reducing the size of 
government by over 250,000 people. In filet, if it were IIDt for the 
interest we have 10 pay on the debt run up between 1981 and 1992, our 
government's budget wookl be in balance today. Let me say that'. 
apln, bec:ause I don't thinlo: the American people know that. If it 
were not for the infl:rest we have 10 pay this year on the debt run up 
between 1981 and 1992, our government'. budg.. would be in balance 
today. 

The Republicans say thaI they _tlo be laUgh on crime. 
Our Crime Bill is tough on crime. and I want 10 work willl them 10 
build on that. The Republicans are supporting the line i!em-veto, 
and SO am l. 1 worlred hard to get a version of the line item-Vela 
passed through the Senate, and I look forward 10 working with them, 
actoally getting agreement in both Houses and having a lin. item-velo 
come into law. 

AS we look ahead, the issue is , what arc we going to do 
on the outstanding matters1 I have commented at length on them 
before the newspapers editors, but let me say again, I want us 10 

show resp,:>naibility and common sen.. and d"""""y. Do we need '" cut 
regulation, as they say? Of course, we do. But we don 'I need to 
undermine our commitment to the ..relY of our skies, or the purity of 
our waler and air, or the sanctity of our long-term comntitmcnt to the 
environment. Do we need to be tough on crime? Of course, we do, but 
we don't need '" repeai the commitment to 100,000 police off= or 
the assault weapons ban. Do we need to cut taxes? I believe we do, 
bul nol as much as the House bill provides. 1 think the tax cuts 
should be wgetod !O the middle class and to education so we rai,. 
inoomcs and growth for America over the long run. 

Now let's IlIlk • little about welfare. Thai's an iSsue 
that the Republicans and I, and the Cong~. -- eongressional 
Democrats should be able to agree on. They say we should end welfare 
as we know it. That's a eomntilment I made in 1992 and again in 1993 
and 199~. Welfare reform i. surely an example where all the people 
ought 10 be able to get together in the Congress to have reform. 

We all know what we need. We need time limits for 
welfare recipients. We need strict work requirements. We need very 
tough child support enforcement. We need more flexibility for the 
Sillies. 

That', wbat our a4mini,tration bas been working on for 
more than two years now. We.already have m.I 25 _ from 
cumbersome federal rules and regulations so they can pursue welfare 

2024565557:'18/21 
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reform on their own. Tonight we'Ie cutting ted tape for two more 
states - for Montana and Mi»OUri - on. IIU\Ie with a Republican 
governor, one Slalil with a Democratic governor·· botIl committal 10 

""Iul:re people on welfare 10 go to work within two yeal3. That', the 
same time limil! called for whell I "'" for President aIId !hat I 
called for last year. 

Most people are in agreement on this. The question is, 
what are we going to do about it in Wuhington. In 1994, I 
introduced the most sweeping welfare reform ever presenlild to 
Congress. In 1994, Senator Dol., Senator Gramm, senator Brown, and 
Senator Packwood cosponsored a prelty good bill. In 1994, Spealcer, 
then-Congressmllll, Gingrich and 162 of the 175 House Republican. 
sponsored a bill that was all awful 101 like mine. All of lItose bill. 
were based on the same idea: The fundamental gaaI of welfare reform 
is to move people into the work force and to make litem independent. 

But the bill that passed the House of Rcpn=ntatives, 
supported by the House Republicans, in my epinion, is too weak on 
work aIId too tough on clilldren. It saves a lot of money in the shon 
run, but at great damage to our long run interests - promoting 
responsible parenting and worlcing to promote independence.. 

The only way to save money over the long run is to move 
people from welfare to work and to ensure that they have the skills 
to keep jobs and to stay independent. And it', wrong to Cui children 
off just because their mothen are minor. Allu all, a clilld.is • 
child, a baby is II. baby. Whether they're white or black or brown, 
whether IItcy're born in or out of wedlock, every child deserves a 
chance to malre a good lifc. 

Surely we should not punish children for tile mistake, of 
their parenti. Instaad, we ought to give them a chance to bocome 
indePendent, fun participating citizens, not part of the welfare 
population. 

Let me say again, Ibis doe& nO! have to be partisan 
i •• ue. I know !hal tlu!re are some bere in W..rungti>n, for example, 
who want to fold this whol. welfare reform issue inle the broader 
hudget debate. If you put it into the budget process, .. tho.. of 
you who live here know, it can be buried in a pile of other iss.... 
And !hen there will no need for a bipartisan consensus on welfare 
reform. But welfare reform is too important for !hat kind of 
Washington game. It should be open. It should be bipartisan. And 
we should get on with it right away. 
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I want to challenge Congnoss to pass a bipartisan 
welfare reform bill and put it on my desk by July the 4th, so that we 
ean celebrate Indepelldmcc Day by giving Americans on welfare the 
chance, the opportUnity, the responsibility, to move 10 independence. 

Q Mr, President, Senator Dole has threatened to block 
Dr. Foster', nomination os Surgeon General from reaching a VOle, or 
going 10 the Senate floor. I have a two-part question. Are you 
going to the mat 10 figbt for it7 Are you going 10 withdraw it? And 
do you think that abonion, whiclI is still lawfUl in thi, country, 
will be a Htm.. test in presidential politics? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, I'm going 10 the mat fur the 
nomination. Whether ahonion i. a lilmus test in presidential 
politics is up to the voters. Dr. Foster u a good man with a good 
=rd as a family doclor, OS someone who has helped thousand. of 
mothe,. t£J give birth to their children, and as an academic, and a! 

someone who has supported policies that are pro-family and pro-ehild. 
He is qualified. He should be confumed. He should not be caught up 
in any kind of politics - presidential or otherwise. 

Q Mr. PrWdent, two countries with which the United 
States has important n:lalion.rup" Ruslia and China, want to sell 
nuclear technology to Iran over your objection., Can you explain why 
RusIia, in particular, would want 10 give this technology to a 
neighboring country that intelligence ageneies say is detumined to 
acquire nuclear weapons? And do you think thaI when you go to Moscow 
that you will be able 10 persuade Mr. Yeltsin 10 cancel the sale? 

THE PRFSIDENT: Well, os you mow, I cannot '"'Plain why 
Russia would de> il Since I don'l belleve that iI'S in their interest 
10 do il. I don'I think irs right, and I don't thinl< il'. in their 
ino:rcst. If you ask them, I think they would say that they had a 
prior OOIIttactual obligation to do it, and they believe that !he 
level of nuclear tecboology in the power plants is so low that it 
won'llead to the developmenl of a nuclear weapon. 1 believe that', 
what they would say. I think that'. whal the Chines.e would say. But 
I disagree with them, and we're confuilling to work with !hem. 

The United StaleS and our people have benefil\ed greatly 
from this new engagemenl we'vc had with Russia and for our attempt. 
to promote the nonproliferation agenda. 'l'htn are nuclear weapon. 
large numbers of !hem !lOW - being destroyed in Ruslia, weapons from 
Russian and the SWI:.S of the former Soviet Union that had them 
before. And .we are destroying weapons. For the first lime, there 
are no Ruuian nuclear missiles pointed al!he United StaleS. So we 
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THE PRESIDENT: Good morning. This weekend all across 
our country~ Christians and Jews are gathered with their families to 
celebrate Easter and Passover. For them and for every American; 
Hillary and I wish that this season of faith and renewal will also be 
a time of hope~ 

In a few weeks Congress will return from their own 
Easter recess and begin to sift through all the bills passed by the 
House and, in some cases, those passed by the Senate~ too~ A lot of 
that work is good. A lot of it I campaigned on in 1992 -- spending 
cuts, th~ line-item veto, paperwork reduction, tougher criminal 
sentences and greater flexibility for the police to do their jobs. 
These things are also conSistent with actions already taken by our 
administration to cut the deficit, the size of government~ the burden 
of regulation, to tighten enforcement on child support and college 
loan repayments~ and to give more support to Head Start and 
affordable college loans, national service, and family leave* 

But a lot of these proposals, these new ones, go too far 
-- cuts in education and job training, undermining environmental 
protections~ undermining our efforts to put 100,000 new police on our 
streets, legislation to permit the sale of assault weapons, and 
penalties for going into court to assert your rights as a citizen. 
I'm concerned that important issues will be lost in all the welter of 
detailed legislative proposals Congress has to consider. So I want 
to tell Congress and the American people what my priorities are~ 

There are three areas that I assign the highest 
priority. They're my "must" list. First is welfare reform. We must 
pass a bill that reforms the welfare system and restores mainstream 
values of work and family, responsibility and community. We must 
demand work and responsibility by setting definite time limits for 
welfare recipients and enforcing strict work requirements. We must 
promote famIly and responsibility by passing the toughest possible 
child support enforcement, including our plan to deny driver's 
licensee to parents who refuse to pay their ch~ld support. 

We must also give the states more flexibility, building 
on the work I've aLready done by giving states freedom -- 25 of them 
-- from federal rules so they can find new ways to move people from 
welfare to work. At the same time~ we have to uphold our values of 
community and responsibility by avoiding proposals that punish 
children for their parents m1stakes~ . 



Recent proposals by a number of senators for welfare 
reform that don't penalize ohildren born to teenage mothers are 
oertainly a step in the right direction. And the fIouse of 
Representatives has adopted all my proposals for tougher child 
support enforcement. I appreciate these efforts. We'have to keep on 
working. however ~ All the proposals are still t"oo weak on work and 
on helping people to move from welfare to work. We can and must work 



together to pass a welfare reform bill that I can sign into law this 
year. Delaying reform any further would be a betrayal of what the 
American people want. 

Second on my "must" l1st are tax and spending cuts --the 
right kind in the right amount for the right people. These tax cuts 
must be directed at the right people, that is, the middle class 
Americans who need them to help them build a successful future. And 
they must be fully paid for by spending cuts. Tax cuts must include 
a deduction for the cost of college or other education after high 
school. 

Then Congress and I need to work together to go beyond 
the $600 billion of deficit'reduction'wetve already enacted. And 
I've already proposed another S80 billion in cuts on top of paying 
for all the tax cuts that I have proposed for the cost of education 
after high school for helping people with raising children and for an 
IRA which can be withdrawn from tax free for the cost of education or 
health care, first-time home buying or caring for an' elderly parent~ 

Welve also worked with Congress on $15 billion of 
furthe~ cuts. And I am ready to do more. But we have to f09US on 
our twin deficits -- we have a budget deficit and an education 
deficit. And we cannot cut one at the expense of the other. 

The thir,d thing I want to do is to build on last year! S 
crime bill~ not tear it down# We should all be open to new proposals 
for tougher penalties and more support for our police, but they must 
not be a cover for cutting back on our commitment for 100,000 new 
police officers on our street, or for repealing the assault weapons 
ban that would put our police and our citizens more at risK. If that 
happens, I'll veto it. 

, More police on the street is the single most effective 
crime-fighting tool we know of~ And assault weapons have no place on 
our streets~ Last year's bill did ban assault weapons in the future 
-- 19 of them -- whose only purpose is to kill people. But it also, 
for the first time, gave legal protection from government meddling to 
over 650 kinds of hunting and sporting weapons. 

Congress must send me a bill that doesn't scale back or 
repeal the efforts so I can sign it and it can become law. There is 
too much to do in crime to play politics with it or to go back. 

Real welfare reform I tax and spending cuts that reduce 
both the budget deficit and the education deficiti and more steps to 
fight crims, , not to back up on the fight -- those are my top 
priorities. The first 100 days of this COngress produced a blizzard 
of ideas and proposals. The next 100 days must get down to the hard 
tasK of passing bills that command majorities in both Houses, bills 
that will help to build a stronger America, bills that I can sign
into law. . .., 

In the coming months, we have an historic chance to make 
progress on the issues o'f great concern to all Americans. Let's get 
on with it~ 

Thanks for listening. 

END 
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THE PRESJ:D,ENT: Thank you very'much. Mayor Rice. And 

want ~o begin by congratulating Mayor Ashe on a great year as 

president. I have enjoyed working with you very much. And I look 

forward working with you, Norm, in the year ahead. 


I also want to say hello' t'o some of myoId friends in 
'Miami.' I see Mayor Daley and Mayor Clark are there. I understand 
that Secretary Browr.. and Secretary Cisneros are also both with you
today. . 

Let Ir.e say before I go forward that I noticed in one of 
the'previous sessions you had that it was suggested that we don'~ 
need',the Department:. of Housing and 'Urban Develop:r:Ient 'anymore. Let me 
say that I think H~nry 'Cisneros a~d his whole team have done a . 
magnificent job, and I don't think we want to se::d Andrew Cuomo to 
the beach just yet. I hope you agree. 

I also want to thank all 'of you for giving me this 
chance to speak with you today. I*m very proud that our 
administration has worked in an unprecedented partnership with ou~ 
cities, our communities,' and 'especially our mayors. You make· real 
budgets. You deal with real problems. You know the real concerns of 
our people as. we try to restore the American Dream. rim ~ooking, 
forward to our con~inued coope~ation. ·And! want to keep focused on 
the real problems our cOi.lntry faces. 

Yo~ have heard in ~he previous speakers who· have 
appeared before you strands of the great debates now going on in 
Washington and throughout our country. The~e are those who say that· 
our pri~ary problems are personal'and cultu~al, not econonic and 
political. There are those who say that the :::::dggest problel':.1s we face 
·are due to the fact that ths federal government has too much , 
authority, and more ought to be given to the state and ~ocal level~ 

WeIl, 1 have' to say'to you that I'm glad to'have these 
debates'~ I l.'laS making' these arguments long- before this presidential 
election season; indeed; long before I became a candidate fpr 
president in 1992 t when I was a governor, working on the values, 
problems we face! like teen pregnancy and youth violence and all 
kinds 'of personal irresponsibility in our society. You and I know 
that unless people do the right things themselves that we can't solve 
the problems of our society. 

And I was calling for a devolution of responsibility 
back to local and state governments long before I ever ran for 
President. So these are not just issues of a political season,for 
me•. But let ' s keep our eyes on what we have to do in t~rms of :the 
real problems ,that you deal with'every day. We do have a values , 
crisis in this country. We ne~d to exalt~responsibility and 'work, and 
family and community. we need to be less .violent', less ~rresponsible 
and less divisive. ' , 

We do have an economic problem in this country. We've 
got years of stagnant wages and peopl~ who are working hard and bei~g 
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punished for it. We need to grow the middle clas's and shrink the 
under olass and empower people to make t~e most 'of their own lives. 

"We Ive got a governmental problem in this country. W'e 
need a gov~rnment for the 21st century that is less bureaucratic and 
ll',ore entrepreneurial and mor~ oriented toward partnerships where more 
is done at the grass-roots·'level. . 

tiow 1 I" believe all, that. But the question is/ ~what are ~ 
we going to do about it? And if we use a lot of rhetoric ,to divide 
the American people again and to divide the problems we face in terms 
of val'ues ,as aqains1;- economics I and national a9ains~ local f instead 
of recognizing ,that what we 'need is to' face these is'sues and all 
their aspects and' we need a real hard-nosed 'partnership, then lile III 
be in trouble. After all, the problems you face every day are the 
very reasons I ran for President. I believe we had to enpowar our 
people a~d our communities to meet the demands of change at the 
grass-roots level 'where people live. ' 

Now, there 'are some in tiashington who beli'eve we can 
make government work just by juggling programs ,from the federal 
bureaucracies to the state bureaucracies. You'and I know that the 
right way is to give loca* governments, community organizations and 
individual citizens and their neighborhoods the tools they need, the 
resources 'they need to improye, their owh lives. 

,In 1992 I l'aid out ,'an agenda. to send power I capital and I 
most i~portant of all, hope to the people who are working hard to 
make the most of ~heir communities and thei~ own lives. We still 
have a 'good ways ~o go, but =arn proud that we have kept that 
com:mi":ne:r:':. " 

Look at what we have already achieved together: We 
created the empowerment zones and the enterprise communities, 
awarding tax incentives and grants to spur economic growth in 105 
communities tpat also suppo~ts good values. We're creating a network 
of cOmltlunit"y develop1ilent.ba~ks and financial institutions to l~nd, 
invest, provide basic banking services in places that need 'the most 
to the people who can do the most to change the social conditions we 
all want to change. ' . . 

We passed final regulations for the Community~ 
Reinvest:nent A'ct 'to help our banks and thrifts make good loans and 
investments, to he':p people rebuild our' troubled co:mmunities. ',The 
SEA established one-shop -- one-stop capital shops to distribute'$3 
billion 'in loans and investments for small and minority businesses 
over the next five years. Ne fought to save the community 
development block grants and our economic plan in the face of huge
opposition. . 

Now, those are the things that we have 'done together -
just some of the things we've done together. Now it's up 'to us to 
continue a partnership to create. jobs, raise incomes, lift'living 
standards and improve the values ar.d the strength 'of our communities. 
We can do that, and we have done that! working with the new C9ngress. 

I have supported and signed into law r for ex~mple, the 
bill to minimize the unfunded mandates that tell you what to do 
without"giving you the resources to do it. I. was proud to do that. 
But I also want you to know that I vetoed the rescission hill in part 
because of the cuts that affect you directly. For example, the 
Congress in this rescission bill would c~t 9;-ants, to cities that have 
already been obligated to make our w~te~ safer.. These grants were 
already committed, the letters had gone out'. 'To cut ,them now would 
be"worse than an unfunded mandate, it would be a defunded mandate. 
And I don!t intend to let that 'happen_· 
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Another reason I vetoed the rescission bill is because 
the Congress had cut ~he community development financial institutior.s 
and'added language which, made it almost impossible for .them to 
operate. I am p'roud .that we I ve already awarded one large bank in 'Los 
Angeles and we've got more work to do on that front. We shouldn't 
turn back now from a proven commitment that will brir.g free 
enterprise to the most distressed areas of our country. ~ 

, , 
NOw, we, have to approach a new budget. And as we 'do it, 

I want to continue to work together with you to seila this 
opportunity to b~ild a'stronger future .for all of 'our.people, tO,do 
it in 3' way that supports our .scor.oreie interest and oUr values, and 
works .to reform t,he goverr.ment and give,'you more responsibility. 

For the,first time in a long, long time the leaders of 
both political parties now shara the will to balance ~he federal 
bUdget. That's an important issue! .and I want to t.alk about it "j:.l!?t' 
a moment. 

'We' know that that requires some tough calls. But if we 

can balance the budget; it will.mean in ,the yea=s ahead there will be 

more money to in.vest ',in our people, in our cities, and in our future, 

and less money that has to be spent just paying interest on 

yesterday,'s debt. The difficult ta'sk ahead is for us to' have ·the 

will necessary to do it and'to cast p'artisanship aside so" that we can 

get the job done in a"way that helps instead .of hurts the long-term 

prospects of our people. ' We,need a budget that balances debts and' 

credits, but also keeps our values in balance. Thatls what our 

responsibility as leaders demand:, ' 


"We faced that challenge together in the first two years. 

of our administration, when we cut the' deficit by a trillion dollars 

in 'seven years and still were able to inve'st in, the tools, that our 

com~unities and our people have' to have to compete and win in the 

global economy. .The work :now has to go' on. ' . 
. , . . 

NOW, with that in mind, last week I outlined rey plan to 
,eliminate the deficit in 10 years. My plan cuts federal spending by
$1.1 trillion, on top of· the $1 trillion in defici~jreduction enacted 
in our '93 budget plan. This new budget does not raise" taxes. It is_ 
disciplined lit is co-lt'.prehensive I and it is _serious ~ It .'won' t be 
easy, but we need ~o do it -- and we can. . 

c 

Our plan proves that you can balance the budget and 

still invest in thi'ngs that will keep Ame.rica strong and growing I 


like education, health care, research and technology: 

. , 

To accomplish these goals we have to "focus on .five basic 
priorities. First t walve got to help people make the most of their 
own lives. That means, while we cut the deficit we should increase 
investment in educatioh, not cut it. Second, we nave to control 
health care costs, but we should do it by stren9th~ning loied':"care, 
saving Medicaid -- reforming them ~- not by slashing services for the 
elderly~ We can maintain benefits by cutting oosts through genuine 
reform'l including cracking down on the substantial amount of Me9.icaid. 
fraud' and abuse and giving more incentives for more efficient and 
cost~effective ways of deli~ering care. 

, Third, 'we need to cut taxes, but for the middle class, 

not for the \,lea~thiest Americans wno don't really need it. Fourth, 

we can- save money by cutting welfare, but we have to do it in a way 

that saves enough for investment to move people to work. The 

congressional proposa*s are too tough on children and too weak on 

work. We need to be tb~gh on'work.and supportive of children . 
. , 

And in that regard, I want to thank all of'you there 
who, in the spirit of bipartisanship, 'have come out in support of our 
efforts to achieve !eal welfare reform that moves people ,from welfare' ' 
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t9 work. The bill that was recently introduced in' the Senate by 
Senators Daschle and others achieves that objective, and those' of you
who are supporting itJ I 'am very grateful for that. We can save 
funds, but we have to save enough'to, invest in people, to empower 
them to end welfare as we know.it; not just to cut people off and'not 
worry about the' consequence to the children. 

The fifth principle is to balance the budget in 10 
years, not seven. Now, we could do·it in seven as some in Congress 
want, but there's no reason to inflict the amount' of pain that would 
cause or to run the 'risk of recession. A highly respected economic 
group out of the Wharton Business School recently estima~ed that one 
of the Republican budgets would actually cause a recession, driving 
u:nemplo}'1t",ent to a. 6 percent and delaying balancing the budget by two 
years anyway. 

Now, in spite of all'this, don't let anybody fool you.

Balancing the budget in '10 'years will require real cuts; it will . 

cause real pain. We can a~d we should ~iscuss where those savings 

should be found. We have to decide about whether the savings should 

come out of prograos like the 'co~munity development block grants, 

Which I know are very importan~ to you and which I have strongly 

supported. I stil·l believe in them very strongly. But let me be 

straight with you. If we don'~ cut the community development blook' 

grant,' then there will have to be some cuts in some other programs

that you and I oare about. 


, 
We have to do tha~ if we'ie going to bring the budget 


into balance. But- let me say again, we should do this -- we' should 

do this. We never had a huge structural defioit before'the 12 years 

before I became President, before the years between 1981 and 1993. 

And Itll tell you,how big the problem is. Right now, todaYl our 

budget would be in balance 'today if it were not for' the inte~est we 

haye to pay 'on the deficit run up between 1981 a~d 1993 in Japuary. 

So we have got t? turn this; arou:-,d. ~le ,cannot continue something 

that we only started 12 years ago. 


But I·want to remind you there is a big difference 
between my plan and the congressional plans. It's the. difference 
between necessary cuts and unacceptable·pain. It's the difference 
between a deficit reduction plan that goes to ba:a~ce budgets and 
still invest in our future and one that cuts off our future. It's 
the difference between one that will reduce the de£icit in ways that 
will promote long-term growth and one that will reduc~ the deficit in 
ways that risk a severe, nea~-term:recession.· 

I ~m going to fight ~o avoid cutting education, hurting 

people on Medicare~ undermining criti9al investments ir. our 

communities. It would be wrong to sacrifice those investments just 

to meet a seven-year deadline wh~n we can get the job'in 10 years. 

It would be wrong ~o cut in those areas that will help our,people 

restore the American Dream, raise our incomes so t~at we can give a 

tax cut to people ,WhO don't really need it" 


One of our most importantlchalleng8s.is to make sure 

that the American people feel more secure in,their homes and '. 

neighborhoods as well. And therefore, I thank you again. for ]olning 

ms·in the fight against crime and the fight for the crime bill last 


. year. Without you~ support we could not have possibly passed it, . 
especially given the bitte~ opposition of some members of,congress to, 

. the assault weapons ban and to giving cities the flexibility that you 
need in the. prevention funds~· 

I know some ·of you had conflicting opinions and 

different needs 'when it came to our plan to provide 100 , 000 new 

police ,officers. But I believe.we have a national crisis on, crime 

because we don't have enough,police officers on 'the street. OVer 30 

years we've~watched as the violent crine rate tripled and our police 
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·departments only 'increased by 10 percent~ Now we've found the funds 
to·pay for police in the right way. We cut unnecessary government· at 
the national level' and sent the savings to our communities for more. 
police offiqers. That is the ,kind of bargain the, American people 
deserve .. The philosophy-behind that was to do what could be .done to 
reduce crime. . . 

But I would also' remind' you I 'under our plan. we, gave 
localities enormous'flexlbility in'spending the prevention funds 
because you know what works at the local level. It is ironic today 
that there are those who are-trying to dismantle our national 
commitme.nt to p~t lOO~OOO police on the street in the name. of giving 
you more flexibility when less than a year ago' they w~re'saying that 
givi~g you more flexibility would lead to'widespread abuse in the 
spending of federa~ money. ' 

, The truth is that a lot'of these programs to give you 
more fle-~ibility, from welfare to, crirne, ,are re:aIly just ways'to, cut 

, spending thSlt invests in our future' and our economy and our securi-:y;
If we'll adopt my budget plan, we,: car. give you ::no:-e flexibility and 
still do those things and balance ~he budget., Behind all of these 
initiatives -- or not just shuffling from federal to state 
bureaucracy, but trying to empower our people directly ~- is the ! 

philosophy we are using to help our people meet the demands of the 
global economy in their own lives~ , 

Some still say/'as I said- -- let me just give you one 
example, finally -- that we ought to trust the federal government to 
train our workers. We've got about 70 or 80 different training 
programs. Then there are SOlf.e that, say,' no, let's give all these 
programs to state government. But I say, we shouldn't empower one 
bureaucracy over another. 

In the future I in everyone of ' your citi~s, the ability
of the American people who live there to do well in the global 
econon':Y will depend '..lpon our ability to directly empower. individual 
Americans, to directly, empower them to make the most of their own 
lives, including having a lifetime right to constant re-education and, 
training. ' 

So let me talk with you, finally" today about an effort 
'tha~ we're making now tha~ would give people those most important 

tools they need to build better lives~ 'It is ,central, to the rebirth 

of your cities. If you have more people who can get good, jobs and 

who can earn higher incomes, then so many of the problems that you' 

face, 60 many of the problems you face will'be lessened.
. . 

So herets how I want our people to get those jobs and to 
keep them in this global economy that is always demanding,more ar.d 
more of them. I want to do something that's modeled on the G.I. 
Bill. Fifty years ago, as World War II was coming to an end, our 
country created the G.I~ Bill that. gave a whole generation of 
Americans the education to create an unprecedented prosperity. What 
I have proposed today is a G.I. Bill for Americals workers -- to help 
a whole new generation of Americans secure decent lives and decent 
incomes for themselve,s and their families. 

The principle is simple: 'Education and training can no 
; ,longer stop at high 'sehopl We i ve all got to k.~ep oh learning t~ keep 

pace with the dynamic global economy. And the best way to make it 
happen is 'to put the power directly in the hands of individual 
Americans who have to do the learning~ Today there is a confusing 
maze of 70 -- at least 70 -- job-training programs sponsored by the 
federal government.· What we want to do is to consolidate them into a 
single grant and that grant will have 'but one purpo.se· to, put money 
directly into the hands of people who nee,d it. 
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Through our Schoal'-To-Work initiative, weill continue to 
l?elp high school students or graduate,s' who want further training get 
that in order to compete. Through our skilled,' grants we t 11 help the 
worker who has lost a job who is grossly under-paid and under
employed to take the responsibility to get a new leg up in the global 
economy. We also want to make it easier and cheaper for workers'to 
ge~ loans to build on their education. That ~eans expanding, not 
cutting, Pell'Grants and direct student loans. 'And it means the
right kind-of ~ax cuts -- not ·tax cuts for people ~ho don't need 
them, but tax ,cuts for middle-income Americans who can use the money 
to invest in their training and their children" s education. We 
propose a'tax cut for the cost of all· post-high-school education. 

Now/ these things wili make opportunity real for more 
Americans, and make opportunity real for more 0: your cities. The 
G. I.· Bill for America's workers will make 'it ,possible for more and 
better jobs for people w::.o live in your co:n:rr:;1nities, an9- will help 
attract jobs and expand your econoreic base. 

Yo'..;, think about it. If everyone'.·conside.ring investing· 
in your communities knew that every· person who wanted a job could get 
the job t.raining in .a direct voucher from the federal goyernroent 
which could go to your community colleges to get the kind of trainir.g 
they need, that would help us to do what you need to do. We want to 
make you a full partner ,in designing a system of adult education and 
job 'placement. That wi:l mean that community colleges I , which are the· 
new life-blo,od for so many of ,your citizens. will be even stronger 
and, more importantly, will ~ean that you will be able to use ~his as 
a tool to develop y~ur own economies .. " 

I believe this approach will playa major role in our 
goal, our common goal to restore the Anteric"an Dream. I'm plea'sed 
that this morning in The Los Angeles Times there was an article that 
I hope ·you 'ye all· had a chance to read, written by Al From, the ,. . 
president of the Democratic Leadership council, a Democrat; and by 
Jack Kemp I the former secretary of HQusing and Urban Develop~ent, a 
Republican. Here's what they say about our G.I.,Bill. 

,They say -- quo"te. -- "It offers an a.ll-too-rara 
,opportunity for members of Congress of ,both partias to discard 
partisan squabblirig and cooperate on a ~easure that can help hard
working Ameripans acquire the· skills th~y need to lift their incomes. 
The needs of this great countr:{ of ours demand that all of us, 
Democrats and Republicans alike, ask ourselves tha question: Can we 
make it 'work? The' correct answer is: Wa must.*' 

I could not have said it better. Al From and Jack Kemp~ 
the Republicans and the Democratic mayors out there Who ar~ listening 
to me today, just remember,·, as we balance the federal budget # as ille 

help 'all Americans,prepare for a br.ight future, we have got to seize 
~~is moment of great opportur.ity. we've got to put our national 
priorities above{party politics and put the American people first. 

That's what I was trying to do when I had that 
conversation in New Hampshire with the Speaker of the House the other 
day. 

This is a moment of immense promise. ·We can renew the 
American Dream. But we 'have to work together, and we·have to avoid, 
trying to divide our people by false choices. Good economics, sou~d 
values·, strong communities, a goverrunent that works --. that IS what we 
really need, and I wi1~ work with you to achieve it. 

Thank you very much. (Applause. ) 

I'.AYOR ASHE: Mr. President, we are genuinely pleased and 
warmed by your remarks. And we have thr~e questions that ~e would 
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like to pose to you.· ~irst, I will ask a question as President, and 
then Mayor Daley, the Vice President of the U.S. Conference of 
Mayors; and then Paul Hel~ke, the Chairman of the Advisory committee 
for the U.S. Conference 'of Mayors. ' 

Our bipartisan c~nference\of ,Mayors has endorsed Senator 
Daschle I s bill that qets at the real issues of .welfare reform. We 
support the greater accou~tabilitYt but wa.also'need training , child 
care, and job creation~ . Can you tell us what the prospects are for 
the real welfare reform ~his year? Ang how can we, ,as mayors make a 
difference since we may feel-the effects of some of the draconian 
meas~res that are going on? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think the prospects for real welfare 
reform really depend upon whether the senate Republicans, or at least 
the bloCk of moderate Republicans who understand these issues, will , 
work with the Democrats on something likEf the Daschle bill. l 

. , 
You know I there is a hard core in the Senate who are 

demanding that there be no welfare reform bill unless all aid is cut 
off to unmarried mothers and their children born out of wedlock, even 
though the Catholi~ Church, the National Governors ~s~?ciationt your 
group, everybody I know says that that would be unfair to children. 

If the rest of the Republicans< will leave that' block and 
join ,with Senators Das.ch1e and Breaux and Mikulski and the others who' 
are on this bill, we could work out a bill that would make a 'real 
difference. 

And 'let me say" one of the important things, I think, 

about the Daschle bill is that it really heavily emphasizes the 

importance of child care. As I look back over the till',e that has 

elapsed since, as a governor, I worked on the welfare reform bill of 

.1988, if 'you ask'me what its si:1g1e biggest shortcoming 'was, r would 

say that we should have done more in child care., 


And if\we do what I have suggested here -- and I think a 
lot of the Republicans want to do this -- and we take all these ' 
various training programs and put them into a big block and let 
unemployed workers accG~s them~ then that could help to provide the 
training money fo:- a::. awful- lot of people ,on welfare who want to Eove 
to work; so that if the Daschle bill itself or any future 
amplification 'of it that could hav'e bipartisan support in the Senate, 
could really focus on child care~ I think we could get a welfare . 
'reform bill that 1's tough on work, and good for ohildren, instead of 
the other way around. . . 

So I would urge. all of you -- especially the Republican 

mayors -- you have a lot of allies in the Republican Party in the 

senate; welfare reform ought to be a b,ipartisan issue. If we could 

get a good bill out of the Senate, I feel con~i~ent that we could 

have a bipartisan majority in the House that wou,ld vote fo~ it as 

well if we could,qet it out of the conference committee. 


. . 
So that.is what r would implore you all to do. This is 

a huge deal for the United states. And the Daschle bill is. an 
opening, an outreach for a genuine bipartisan compro~ise that doesn1t 
just dump a lot of money back on the states and ,localities -- excuse 
me, a lot less tha~ you used to have in a way that would lead to 
people being cut off with nothing good happening., 

MAYOR DALEY: Mr. President I 'we all as mayors want to 

thank you for standing .. with us' on ·the issues of crime and violence. 

You have heard not only from mayors I but the police chiefs and 

citizens of 'what we in the cities have been trying ~o do to fight 

crime. 


MORE "' 
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From your kept-promise, and you've done, this, 'providing 
over 100 f 000 new cops T, signing the Brady Bill signing the assaultf 

weapons b"an, you have been there to help us in C?ur efforts to both 
fight 'and prevent crime. And your Department of Justice has done an 
excellent job in implementing the cops program in· la'st year's crime 
bill. .. 

Given the uncertainty in Co'ngress over the future of 

cri~e legislation, how can we work together with you in your 

administ~ation to assure that the' funding is mere on' as flexible a 

basis as'possible for our pOlicing and our prevention efforts? 


THE PRESIDENT: 'I think, Mayor, what you have to do is 
to, again, emphasize in the Senate where this is being debated and 
ultimately in the conference committee that we need.to ,have more 
~lexibili~y for the citi~s~ but that i~ is unacceptable I at least for 
lr'.e and I hope for ltIany of you, to come off of our commitmeDt on 
100,000 police. 

I have watched many panels and I've seen a lot of your 
mayors on c-span. You know, I actually get to wa~ch you as well as 
~tOU watch:inq me. and I k"now that some' of the mayors believe that 
we've been too firm on the police'~~equiremen't:s because some Cl.1:1es 
.ha~e already increased their police forces and can't take maximum 
advantage of this. But I have'to tell you I think there is a 
national interest in increasing th~ police forces of this country by 
about. 20 percen,t. ,And, after all this crime bill was funded by af 

reduction in the national employment -- ·people in the federal 
governme::t. 

'On the other hand, I have been strongly in favor of 
absolutely" maximum flexibility for you in other aspects of the crime 
bill and would be in favor of even more flexibility in other aspects 
of the crime bill as long as we don't undermine our 'commitment to 
100,000 police~ If we can get nore flexibility in ~,e -other -ar~as of 
prevention and imprisonment, I would be in favor of it. I will work' 
with you to do anything I can in that regard~ 

MA¥OR ASHE: Thank you, Mr. President. The next 

ques~ioner, is Paul Helmke, Mayor of Fort Wayne. 


¥~YOR HELMKE: It's good to have the opportunity to talk 
to you again, Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. 

t-1AYOR HELMKE: We a!l re"alize that regardless of whether 
the budgetls balanced in seven years or 10 years therets going to be 
less money cominq to cities from t~e federal government. We believe 
strongiy that the issue of flexibility beyond just the·crime bill is 
important to us in terms of helping us find efficiencies at the local 
level. _. " 

In 3anuary, Speaker Gingrich spoke to us about a 
contract with cities. I know that the Vice President has talked to 
some of our officers with some of his ideas on flexibility and 
opportunities for efficiency at the local level. I'm curious as to 
your thoughts with regard as to how we can find more effiCiencies, 
more flexibility and work together with bo~ sides of the aisle as 
well as officials at the federal level, the local level to help
cities as we go through this process so we can meet the human needs 
that are very real in all of our oities. "" 

. THE PRESIDENT: First of all, Paul, let me-say that I 
think that we have to do this. I didn't give you any specific 
numbe~s in my remarks, but let me tell you that even with a 10 years 
balanced budget plan, if you don1t cut education and if "you have a 
tax cut much smaller than the ones contemplated by either the Senate 
or the House, it would still require about a 20-percent overall cut 
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in other discretionary spending because we I ra all at about' 'the 'same 
place on where we think defense ought to be. 

Now, that's over a lo-year period for my budget at 

least~ What I think we need to do here ·is, before this budget is 

actually passed in the fall"or in late summer t but probably be in 

the fall l we,need to know before the budget is passed what the new 

arrangements with our cities will be. . ,
. . . 

Now, let me just give you one example. I would like to 
preserve the community developme~t,block grant program. If we can, : 
have proposed it to be continued at the present level qf funding in 
1996. The senate budget resolution proposes to cut it in half. 

What I think we ought to,do -- and r know -- by the way, 
I wanted ·to compliment secretary C~sneros. He has been waging a very 
strong fight within our administr?tion to ~ry to make sure,that the 
cuts corne in other areas and the cqmmun'ity dev:elopment block grant 
program is preserved at its presentllevel. We could do that. 

You might argue that we could even increase it if some 
'of'the other categorical programs were folded into it so that if we 
are g9ing to go forward here, maybe some new purposes should be added 
to it. ,1 am open to all that. . I want to reduce regulation. I want 
to increase your flexxbility, no~ just f~r the cities, but for all 
local units.' We just announced,a 40-percent, cut in the regulations 
of the Depar':ment of Education, for example. 11ost' of' you don't run 
your own school districts, but some of you do, and that will be 
iro.portant to you. ' 

We are moving .in the right direction here'. But' I' think 
we have got to be willing, before this budget is passed, to sit down 
with the cities and l in fairness, also with the sta£es and the 
-counti,es, and triP to design wh~t the new agreem.ent wi·ll be about this. 
'money ,and how itls going to be funded. And I think there are great 
opportunities for you, to get SO!1'.e more flexibili~y and.,for you to . 
deternine how we ought t,:o do i't..' 'And I am more than willing to go 
forwa'rd with you on that basis. 

MAYOR ASHE: ,Mr. President. we thank·you very much for' 
giving us this opportunity, and w~ will take the chal'lenge to respond 
and open up a dialogue that really moves ,this country forward in the 
interest of cities. and the people that ".Ie represent., 

, ,
THE PRESIDEN::': Tha~k you. Mayor Rice, Mayor 


Mayor Helmke, thank you all. r appreciate your,good work. 


END . n:~5 A.M.
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RADIO ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT TO THE NATION 

The Roosevelt Room 

THE PRESIDENT: Good morning. I want to talk to you 
today about the New Covenant I discussed in the State of the Union. 
My mission as President is to restore the American Dream to all of 
our people. In the new economy of the 21st century, that requires a 
New Covenant between the people and their government. and among the 
people themselves. 

This is something I've been talking about for many 
years, since I ran for President. The New Covenant is grounded in an 
old idea that all Americans have not 'just a right, but a 
responsibility to do the hard work needed to rise as far as their 
talents and determination can take them, and to give something back 
to their community and to their cou~try in return. 

Opportunity and responsibility -- they go hand in hand# 
We can't have one without the other; and we can't have a strong 
community without both. We've worked hard to create more economic 
opportunity for our people in the last two years~ bringing the 
deficit down, investing in education and new technology, expanding 
trade. We've gotten more than 6 million -- or almost 6 million new 
jobs, the fastest growth in 10 years and the. lowest combined rate· of 
unemployment and inflation in 25 years. That 1 s good news. 

But America's still got a lot of problems. There are 
still interests of people and values of people that are not being 
furthered. And there's really no bette~ example of the need for us 
to build a New Covenant together than the failed welfare systern~ 
Today's welfare system doesn't provide enough opportunity, and it 
certainly doesn't require enough responsibility. It's a system so 
badly broken that it undermines the very values -- work, family and 
responsibility .- people must have to put themselves back on track. 
We've got to return those values front and center. 

Our job in government 1s to expand opportunity, not 
bureaucracy, and then to empower people to make the most of their own 
lives. We must not ask, and government should not provide, what we 
really must do for ourselves. 

Itve worked on this issue of welfare reform for a very 
long time now, since 1 first became governor of Arkansas over 15 
years ago. 1 know there are a lot of different ideas about what we 
should do. But everyone agrees the system is broken and it needs to 
be fixed~ I'm committed to making welfare what it was meant to be 
a second chance, not a way of life. I'm committed to making sure 



th~t the only goal of the welfare system is to help people get off of 
it, into a job where they can support themselves and their families. 
1 believe we should give people the opportunity to move from 
dependence to independence, providing job training and child care if 
that's what they need for up to two years. At the same time, we must 
demand that people accept responsibility for themselves. After two 
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years, anyone who can work must work. And if a parent doesn't pay 
child support, that person should be forced to pay. People who have 

Jchl1dren must be prepared to take responsibility for them. 

We should require work and responsibility, but we 
shouldn't cut people off just because they're poor or young or 
unmarried. We should promote responsibility by requiring young 
mothers to live at home with their parents or in appropriate 
supervised settings, and to finish schooli but we shouldntt put them 
and their children on the street. I don't believe we should punish 
people because they happen to be poor or because of pest mistakes~ 
And absolutely, we shouldn't punish children for their parents' 
mistakes. All of us have made our mistakes, and none of us can 
change our yesterdays. But everyone of us can change our tomorrows. 
That's what welfare reform .should be all about. 

And one more thing -- Washington doesn't have a~l the 
answers.' In fixing welfare, as on so many other issues, we have to 
shift resources and decision-making back to states and local 
communities. The welfare system shouldn 1 t be centralized ~n 
Washington, dispensing services through large bureaucracies. we've 
got to shift more responsibilities back to the citizens of this 
country. 

We've made a good start on this over the last two years. 
We've already given 23 states the right to slash through federal 
rules and regulations to reform their own welfare systems. Last year 
we introduced the most sweeping welfare reform plan ever presented by 
an administration. Today, at the White House, I'm hosting an all-day 
working session on welfare reform including governors. members of 
Congress, Democrats and Republicans, people on welfare and people who 
have worked their way off. 11m determined to work with all of them 
to pass welfare reform, and I hope we can make some progress today. 

This is a complex and sometimes divisive issue. But if 
we put partisanship aside, we can come together and solve it around 
some simple and important values -- moving from dependence to 
independence; from welfare to work; from childbearing to responsible 
parenting. Let this be the year we end welfare as we know it: And 
let it also be the year we are all able to stop using this issue to 
divide America. That should be our commitment. The American people 
deserve nothing less. 

Thanks for listening. 

END 



PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

WELFARI, CONGRESSIONAL MEETING 


THE WHITE HOUSE 
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I'd like to thank Senators Daschle, Moynihan, Breaux, and Mikulski for coming here 
this morning, and for their continued leadership on welfare reform. , 

Last night, [addressed the nation'.oout my plan to balance the budget by cutting 
wasteful spending and giving the American people a government that reflects their priorities 
and values, ' 

I said that welfare reform is one of my five key priorities. Today, I would like to say 
more about the welfare reform [ support, , 

The key to real reform is to help welfare recipients move to work, and to give them 
the means to do so. Work must be the central priority of welfare reform. We can -- and 
should -- save money by cutting welfare, but we must provide the job. training, job 
placement, and childcare to help people get off welfare and get into jobs, If we try and save 
money simply by cutting people offl we won 't ~ave money in the long run, and we certainly 
won't solve the welfare problem. 

" 

And there is no justification for hurting children by cutting off their welf~re benefits 
simply because their mothers are young or unmarried. . 

I endorse the welfare reform plan written ·by Senators' Breaux> DaschJe, and Mikulski. 
It provides for a time limit fo( welfare recipients. It has incentives to get them into jobs. It 
helps them get tbe cbildcare they need so they can bold down those job" It makes slates 
continue their efforts to help move welfare recipients into the work force. Our welfare 
reform pJan is designed to solve the welfare crisis -- not to sweep it under the mg. 

Welfare reform must be a bipartisan effort. The Senate majority cannot pass a bill 
without the help of Democrats. Welfare reform cannot become the law without my 
signature. This bill meets my test f<?r real welfare reform, ~and that's wily I'm backing it: It 
saves money, protects children. and is serious about work. Those are the conditions for the 
typo of welfare reform I want. and members' of my party will support. 

I hope all Members of Congress, from both parties, will work with us to get this job 
done, ,Thank you. 
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'Business-~eaves theLobby-' 

. And'Sits.at Congress'sTable. 


By StEPHEN EN(H::~BER~ At"; I: 
WASHINGTON: March In:''' It all 

,began with a rOUtine E·mall roes-: 
sage: Staff workers of the Senate:" 
Judiciary Committee were invited lO' 

, attend a briefing oo'the latest ver. ' 

,sian of a Republican bill that would 
bring far-reaelling changes in: the. 
nation's health and environmental 
~W$, ~ 
. But lhe aides, mostly. Pemocrai.$, 

were dumbfounded at the scene that 
unfolded 00 Wednesday in the com-' 
miuee's hearing room, seated at the' 
head table beslde the $ouff director,' 
Larry Block, and ans~i.ng many of _ 
the 'questlons about the complex' 
legislation W&e three lawyers trom', 
Hunton it ,Williams, a Richmond,; 
Va., law firm that has an extel\$ive : . abOut the btu. He praised its prtwl. 
Washington practIce rep~n[ing' skms for taking regulators to COUrt, 
dDzens of elec[ri<: utllities'before en.' saying: "Only the pOilential for jud!~ 
":Ironmental regulators and in Court., dat oversight and CO;'r«;tion win 
,Over the next hIlur, the lawyers 1 focustlie,mtndofareiuctantbureau. 

outlined the p~vi~inns of a bill draft., ,erat" , " "" 
ed by RepublICan staff members in 
,dose C(It'IsultatiOll 'with various In. 
'dustry representatives,' mCluding' 
HWl\(m &. Williams, Several times, 
partkipan~ said: Mr. BlOCk apo 
peate"d to defer to the three Lawyers 

'about exaCtly what the'bill meant. 
The ~ea$ure gives ind.ustries new.: 

,grounds to Challenge regulations in' 
court. and If imposes complex pro-. 

. cedural requirements' on Govern
,ment regulators, forctng them toeal. 
culat~ the costs and benefits to soci. 

I ety of most Govem~ent tu!es with' 
; more than a. $5O-millkm economic 

COst., 

---ui:s. nOl unusual for Congressional 
aides to conSUlt It:bbyists,dis.crmly 
as they shape legislation; i:-bappens 
every day: But seldom in the past 
have Congressiooal staff members
socpenly and publicly embraced leg. 
lslaVve,outsiders wJth.cxtensive,in_ 
{erests til the Outcome, 

'Republicans in the HOuse and Sen

./ • 

. ,.trays the fact that this is a bill by big 
" buslnes$., for big business and of big 

busin""'" " ' .......... 

.' Congress is 'now consl.derin4 sev
erai. bills that ,would fundamentally 
change the way reguladons are writ· 
ten., touching off a frEnzy of business' 
lobbying.' While it is by nQ means 
clear that the bill before the Judicia· 
ry.Committeewm be enacted. senior , 1 members of both parties say'lt Is, 
li~elY some form of regulatory over

'.as "recognized expe(ts in the freld of 
regulatory rEform:' 

fiunton & WIlliams Is outside'coon.' 
sel to Philip Morri:fCompanies•. the 

'oobacoo giant, aceordJ.ng' to proxy 
statements. and is lobbyIng Con

. gress on behalfof the utlUty Industry 
~ an ama!g.am of other eompa· 
rues, including at least one chemieal' 
~rn. Mr. Smith said the firm had 
been hired. by about 15,COlnparues to 
lobby on the' bill He declined to . 

ti . 
\den ry~, . '" 

"1 don't think there's any problem 
with asking business's: advice," said 
David Vladek, director of the Wash· 
ingtm\.bas~ Public Citizen Ljtiga~ , 
tion. Group, "but this Incident be-

Senry V. Nickel.' who with Mr. 
Smith and'George C. Freeman Jr, of 
HUnton &' Wmiams. Spoke to the Ju. 
cUCiary Commtttee aides. confirmed 
that hiS firm, among other industry 
lobbyists, had advised RepubliCan 
staffers as they'drafted the.bill :In 
recent w~ Bulhesaid in 8.1'1 intir 
view that the briefing of the Judicia. 
ry CommIttee was simply a "&oocs
faith" effort by Republicans to ex. 

. plain the bitl to Democrats «from' 
'the perspeeUve of the kim! of people' 
the Republican staff bad lnJked to." 

A spokesman for the Judiciary 
Committee, Jeanne Lopatto. said the 
lawyers were m'flted'to the briefing 

Cominl.l~ From Page A1 

late, ""!:to ~ampat~.~ a slogan of, 
:ptUJig Government off the back of: 
IbuS'iness, are ~pologetle ubWt the 
aecus they are affording indl.1$Ujt 
lob~yists to the legislatiVe pf't)(:ess, 
They insist privately that it is little 
different from the opportunities of· 
fered to elvU·righUl Irt::n.IP$. gun-con
iro1 advocates· and labor unions 
when Democrats ccntrolled Con· 
gress, 

Just a few wetks'earller, the com· 
mittee called one of the fIrm's law• 
yees, Turner T, Smith Jr., to testify 

. th(; American Lung Association. The 
suit asks (he agency to toughen the 
air-quatity standard for smog on the 
ground that the existing rules fa.1I to 
protect public health, The lung assO
elation saYs that pa:s.sage of the bm . 
before the Judiciary COmmittee 
WQUld make'it mucb more diffiCult 

. for the E.P.A. to ch~nge those rules, . 
GfegorY Wetstone.of the Natuntl 

R~rees t)efense Council sai.rJ the 
J~ciary Committee bill also gave' 
~ utility indUstry several opportu
nitles In roll back existing _ron

! 
menta protections, Under ,various'

.rules. the E,PA. has set standards 
that ~ct the health of people in a 
community w~ face the greatest 
.~ from particular pollutants. like 
the e-lderly.orasthmaucs. Under.the: 
bl~ Mr.",Wetstone said, those sar~ 
guards ~ remain in place only if 
the. agency could show that saVings 
from reduced medical COStS, for ex. 
ample. were'greater than the: COSt of 
the ,safeguards. 

,Mr, Nickel said that if the bUl Wf!te 
law today. industries might weI! 'use 
it to challenge a pending £.P.A, rule 
reqUiring companies to instal! more 
sensitive air monitors, Altogether, 
he said. Amerk.an industries Wtl! 
have,to spend billions of doJlars !.() 

comply with this rule, ' 

-, Special Pleaders 
Ape'liodic looK Sf lobbyinB,' , 
--C~.'~'~------":"~

baul will pa$S. Any company with a 
toehold in Washington,. from the In
dustri{il giants to smail bUsinesses 
is trying to make sure that whilteve; . 
bUt finally emerges protects its fj. 
rumcwJ jnten,ms. 

, nie legiSlation before the Judicia
ry' Committee. was introduced by 
Sen~tor Bob, Pale of Kahsas, the:'. 

. majority leader, and refined by Sen. 
ator Orrin G, HatCh, Repubhcan of 
Utah. and Senator Cbarles. E, Grass. 
~eY.J~.epublican of Iowa. Another bill 
lmroduced by Senator William V, 
Roth Jr" Republican of Delaware 

, i~ more modest requlremenu' 
on regulators. and bas won support 
fr:om Democrats and Republieans. 

'Hunton Ii Williams clients include 
the', Edison Electric Institute, the 
utility indUstry'S wgest trade aSso
ciation, whiCh frequently ehalUmges· 
Ute Environmental Protee.Uon Agen. 
cy's rules in,court. 

. A few months a8.o. the firm was in . 
Federal eoun in Washingtcn~on be • 
bau ()f13electrkal utilities and their 
three "national trade associations 
trying tp derail a lawsuit broughl by 

--~~.~--~--~~--

THB:NBW YORK TlMBS:PRIDAY, MARC~.31. 1995. 
" . " -.... 

,. 


http:MARC~.31
http:Amerk.an
http:Wetstone.of
http:Irt::n.IP
http:ama!g.am
http:aceordJ.ng
http:ans~i.ng
http:And'Sits.at


·-~--~.-.. --'-

Clinto~ Warns Florida ofPeril in Congress".. 

,By DOUGLASJEHL welfare, the, block grantS for the County near Ptnsaroja to look on as 

, _ states under the HoUse-.approved he, spoke to the legls~ture. "AIl.oJ 
TAMP,A. Fla:, Marei.' 30 - p~. measures would be subject lO strict them had been hired under a grant 


den: Clinton took hv.> ~rn~lgn .' conditions. The 1'l'KItleY for food from last year's'measure, and Mr, 

flg3lnSt the House Republlcan Jug- stamps poVerty asslSWce and oth- Clinton pointed them out to his audi· 

iemau~ to the legislators and ~ er programs would not increase ence a$ evmence 01 what the Repub

of Fl.o~lda today. urging them to~ even if the number 0' poor people lica,ns would strip away. 

a critical look at proposals be said increased, wblle money tor anti-, 'ha et f 


.woul~ work against thelast1:lt?Wing aime programs would be provided ~~;,~~ Cl~nio~Jd at~e~~ 
state. 	 in f:-dl only to those stateS who im· tarrnwl officers stood to acknowl· 

The appeal was Ute most compTe- . edge the'legis~tors' appla,U\1e, Un
henslve yet in the President's eftm:t del' the Republican-backed measure, 

to draw the Une' against the crime T'al"o":ng a .. Whl'te' , states and municipalities, ,would be 

and welfare measures already ap. I i Ii .. II: allowed greater flexibility ln, spend· 

proved by the House of Representa. II'" 'k mg the ,Federal anti<rlme funds,

tiv~ 111e bills woold corisol~te, nOUse counterattac and they could choose"to buUd pris· 

Federal spending into block gruts,. f ons or even in'stall street Ilghts in·
th' ," 

butMr.,ClIntonwamedthattheap- to econcernso a stead of turing the police,offkers' 
proach could hurt the statr;s that " that the President sa~ should be a 
need " most. fast-growingstate. top priority. 

"For tile growth. states of this In wiItnmJi. the PresidentY in 1992•. ,": 
(OUI'Ilry. it can be a trap." the Pres}. posed the' ~rtet limits on prison ' Mr. Olntan narrowly failed in his 
dent warned-a joint session of the terms set by the House. . quest for Florida's electoral votes, 
Florida Legislature in Tallahassee 'I'M anti-aime legislation r:epre- but his. aides say he'still beUeves he: 

, this morning,"So watch it, re8d it, sentsanattempttorevisethemea!Y unwinhereinarematchin199S.To 
lOok at the fine print, and stick up for ,ure that Mr, cnnum pushed through . underscore his ties to the·state, Mr. 
your interests." CongresS last su~m~r. It ',would, Clinton spent Wednesday niSht jn a 

As Mr. Clinton tepeatedwappeal elimmate a provislQn that the White, guest' room in Gave-mol' LawtO!1 
to students at aeommunity coUege House 'said would provide for'100,000 Oliles'l official restdence .11,1 ~ Talla

"here, White House 'officials made police officers across the country. a Mssee. 
clear: that It would he a recurrent step that Mr. Clinton has already He was to travel on tonight to a 

" theme in the weeks ahead as they try - said would force him to veto the new Democratic National Committee 

to' build opposition til the measures: . bill if it Is embraced by the Senate. . fimdtaiSing. dinner at a private resi

before the Senate Ulkes them up' , To.. reinforce that message, the denee in Palm Beach. where he was 

afler the Easter recess.. , }>resident today amanged for 14 sChedultd to spend the night before 


In programs involving crime and sheriff's deputies from Escamb.la flying to Haiti ear1r Friday morning. , , 
,----~----~~----~--,----------

,, 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

. om .. of the P....s Secretary 

For Immediate Release April 18, 1995 

, 
PRESIDENT CLINTON MOVES FORWARD ON WELFARE REFORM, ADDING 
MISSOURI AND MONTANA TO LIST OF STATES WITH WELFARE WAIVERS 

Today+ President Clinton ~ntinues his efforts'to end welfare as we know it by granting.two" 
more state's: -' Missouri and Montana ~- the flexibility to reward work 'Over welfare. Like previous 

., welfare reform efforts. these states will use the freedo~ from federal rules to fe'ward work. make. 
"welfare a transltional system, demano personal responsibility, and strengthen child support ' 
enforcement 

As a 'former governor. the Presid~nt recognizes states as the nation's laboratories,·hrtwo 
years, this Administration lias' approved 30 welfare demonStrations in 27 states, granting waivers to 
governors of both parties for. a variety of reform efforts" In an average mon~ the welfare 
demonstrations cover approximately 6.3 million people.,representing 45 percent' of all recipients. 

. 
, The themes of work, :rosponsibility and family are consistent messages and goals of the state 

demonstrations. Some are targeting specific approaches" while others' are experimenting with many 
program componen~. Some are testing projects in a single county~ while others are ambitiously , 
~dertaking statewi4e efforts. All are uSing incentives and~sanctions with th~ primary goat of moving 
people into work: StateS are also making important strides'in increasing ,clUld support collections, 
requiring loenage parents to live al home and stay in school, ..d demanding parentO! responsibility.. .~ .. . 

. Wolfare reform demonstrations granted under President Clinton', leadership have begrm 10 

move toWll!d • new welfare system. As President CI;nlOn has said., 'We won'l be~. ended welfare 'as. 
we Dow it until its central focus is to m~ve people off welfare and into a job so that they can . 
support themselves and their familieS. ~ National-reform, embodying the principles of work and 
responsibility and building on the success of state demonstrations, Will truly offer hope and 
oppOrtunity for millions of families· and children:· 

. Since Ianuary 1993, the Department of H;alth and Hwmui Services has approved welfare 
demonstration projeets in Ark....., California. Colorado, Connecticut, Florid .. Georgia. Hawaii, , 
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa. Michigan. Mississippi, Missouri, Montana. Nebraska. New York, North 
Dakota, Ohio. Oklahoma. Oregon, Pennsylvania. South Carolina, SOuth Dakota, Vennont, Virginia. 
Wisconsin and Wyorning, 

• • . I . 

. . A map of the countty highlighting states granted waivds to begin re'ronning welfare is 
attached. as are fact Sheets on Misso~'and Montana and th.eir recently approv~ welfare reform 
programs. . " .30,30·30· 
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MISSOUIlI 
, 

n

~Missuuri Famiiles . Mutua! ResponsibHity Plan requires AFDC recipients to sign and fulfill 
a self~sufficiency agreement that establishes a plan for work and a two-year time limit on benefits. 
An additional period of up to twO years may he allowed under certain circumstances, _ 

individuals who 'are nOt self-suffi-c:lenr by the end of th~ time period must participate in~job 
search or work experience programs, Those who have received AFDC benefits fot 36 months or 
more and have completed their agreement by leaving AFDC ~Hl not be 'eligible for further AFDC 

. benefits,'with good cause exceptions. C.hildren"s benefits.ate not affected 

Minor parents m~st, with some excetitions, liv'e with their parentS or guardians: If they 

attend school-full-time, they may keep all employment income, in some counties. non-custodial 

pareots who volunteer for the state' s JOBS program can receive a credit against child SUPP<H:t 

arrearages. 


. . For !.Wo-parent famities where at'least one parent IS under 21. the limit "'{ill be waived ',.In th~ 
Qum~er of hours the principal wage earner can work. The resource, limits will be increased fN all 
families. and tb~· inay own one automobile. without regard to its valu~. ' 

•1993 AFDC caSes 89.906, demonstration covers 90% Df caselDad. 

Missouri's application was received in rv.:o pa."ts. ,,)n AUgu~l 15. 1994. and January 30. !995., 
and was approved on April 18: !995, 



\ 

. . 
:vfontana's "Families Achieving Independence" has three components: Job Supplement' . 


Program, AFDC Pathways Program, .and COffil!lunity SerVices Program. 


The Job Supplemep.t'Program helps at-risk families avoid'becl)ming welfare d~ndent by 

providing a one~time payment of as much as three times the monthly AFDC payment tbe .family 

would otherwise be eligible to receive, Child suppOrt collections will also be passed directly 10 tbe 

CUStodi~ parent. . ' , ', . 

Other AFDC applicarus must enroll'~ the AFDC Pathways',component and s,ign a Family 

[!J,vestment Agreement that limits benefirs to 24 months for ooe-parent families and 18 momhs for 


'two-parent families. ,with exceptions. ,Income dIsregards .ind asset limits have beeh raised. and 
recipients must participate' in JOBS; comply. witb cruJd support enforcement provisions, and obtain . 
medical screenings and immunizations' for their chi"ldren_ Adults who do not leave "AFDC by the end 
or'the time limit muSt enroll in {he Community Services Progta!l1 and perform 20 hours of community 
work per-week. Children's AFOC benefits are nor time-limited,1 and they will continue to be eligihle 
f-or Medicaid and food sta."l!ps. ' 

- .' . 
All participanrs must-also choose between-a reduced'Medicaid benefic package and a partial 

"pre~um payment tOwards a private he_a!th insur~~ce policy_, Fult"Medicaid c:ove~age will. be 
provid¢ ?n aD emergency basis when certain servi-ces are need~d for empioymen(purposes. 

1993 A.FDC caseload 11,738, demonstration covers 15% of cascioad. 

,Montana's application was-received April 19. 1994 and approved on April 18. 1995. 
. ' 
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More Than Half the Nation Enacting Welfare'Reform Under the Clinton Administration 
• • 

The Clinton Administration has approved 30 demonSlrations in'27 sllltes, launching welfare refonn for thousands of families in half of 
the states, more than the Iwo previous Administrations combined. lit an average month, the welfare demonstrations cover appro.imat~ly 
6.3 million people, representing 45 percent of all recipients. All of the waivers which we have granted build on many of the central 
principles of Presipen~ CJinton's vision for welfare reform,jncluding:' ) 

. , , 
,STATI!s APPROVED, DIlSCRIPflONPRINCIPLE 

Work llJehrWl Slaw are helping people move 18. Conneci;CUI, Florid., Georgia, 
from welfare to wod:, mm ,"";iving ; HawaiI, Indl.... Michigan, Mississippi. 
welfare cheCb'to earnlng,paychecks. by Mtssouri. Montana, Nebraska. Ohio,

, 

increasing education and training. . ." Oklahoma, Oregon. SQUtIl Carolina, Scutll 
opponuniti.. and .reating publielprivate DWlta, vermOnt, Wlswnsin, Wyoming, 

.sector partnerships. ,I 
. 

Time Umlted Cash Assisla""" . EMa"" staN are 
, 

making welfare a 14 - Colorado, Connecticut, florid., -transitional support system. rather than a Indiana, fowa, Mich.igan; MissOuri, 
way or life. by providing opportllnily, but _ M~, Nebrasks, Oklahoma, Soutll 

, demandj~g resJKl~ibi1i~ in retUrn. Carolina, Scutli Dakota, Vennont, . 
, Wisconsin 

.Child Support Enforcement l'lyeI", SI/Ilt. are strengtbening child 12- Connectiwt, Indi.... Michig... 
support'enforcement and sending a clear Mississippi, Missouri, 'Montana. New 
message lIIat boIh parents must be 

,.
York, Ohio.Oregon. Vermont. Virginia. 

. ~reSponsible for tIleir children. WJsconsin 
. .Making Work Pay 1\yenty=1lyy HaW are providing incentives 23 ~ California, Colorado, Connecticut,' . . and ."""uraging famHi.. to work JIllt stay Florida, Dlinol., Indiana, Iowa, Michigan,. , on welfare, so lIIey can achieve and Mississippi, Missouri, Montaila. Nebraska,. ,

maintain economic self-suffiCiency.  New Yon, Ohio, Oklahoma. Oregon, 
Penosylv..ia, Soutll Carolin., Soutll-, Dakota, Vermont, Virginia, Wisconsin,. 
Wyoming .. 

Pnri,ntal Responslblllly 1\venty sMtu are promoting parental 20 - Arkansas. California, Colorado, 
responsibility by encouraging educatiOn~ or Connecdcut, Florida. Georgia, Illinois, 
limiting benefits for families who have: Indiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, 
anollter child whileonAFDC'. ' New York, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania. 

- South Carolina. Vermont, Virginia.. .Wiscons!n. Wyoming 
~ 
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THB WHIT£ HOUSS 

Officeol the Pr.., SICrotazy 

May 8, 1995 

STATEMENT BY THE PlU!SIDBNT 

, 
, Today, my Administration has approved a bold 1'1.. for welfaro rof"",, in Delaware thaI 

promot.. ""'rk, require, parental roopon",biliry, and pro_ children, Delaware i. the 28th .ta'e 
wolf"", ... Corm Ixpmm.., ,. be fr••d from federal rul .. and rolulation. und~r Ihi. ' 
Administration. Under Govornor Tom Carper's Jeadership. DelaWlle Yllill impose a time limit on 
bcnefiu. provide job training opponuninM, increase chHd support enforcement, and require 
l-.go moth"'" to livi at hom. and stay in schooL, ' 

In particular, I am ploued that Delaware joins 14 olher .tatea ill. requiring wolf .... 
recipients to sisn penonal responsibility Il&feements which is e contract for work. in order to 
recoivo assittance, Thos. tontracts were an important pan of the wolfll1' toform legislation I "nt
Cona'"" I..t year, and are .....rial 10 fOal reform that mov.. peopl. from waif.,. 10 wo,k, 
PiIrsonai responsibility i. al the heart of welfare ,eform, and personal , ..ponsibility contracts must 
be pan of, any nllltonal wolf.,. reform pI&/\. ' 

, 'I will continue to work with Congren 10 enact welfare reform,lealsiation that includ.. teal 
wed:: roqwrements and tho incentive. and re.sourceJ for !fates to move people' ft'om welf&re to 
work, Welfare reform mu.1 ~ lOugh on work and on patents who walk away from th.ir 

toapOIUibiliti.. -- not lOusb on children, . 
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·REMJSED 

REMARKS BY PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON 


NATIONAL GOVERNORS' ASSOCIATION 

NATIONAL SUMM~T ON· YOUNG CHILDREN 


BALTIMORE, MD 

J'tJNE', 6, 1995 


(Acknowledgements~ Governor Dean for introduction] 

Thanks to our hosts, Go'vernor Glenqening and Mayor, Schmoke. In 
Baltimore the waitresses all'call you, "Hon." The Inner Harbor 
at this time of year is truly magnificent. And, even when things 
aren't going 90 well,' the whole town is always buzzing about the 
Orioles --' especially after Cal Ripkirt hit that grand slarr,. 

. Let me' begin by congratulating my good frie'nd Governor Dean for 
his dynamic ,leadership of the National Governors' Association. 
I've been where you are, governor. And I think we both agree 
that keeping 55 restless governors happy is no easy task. 

[Joke: Since we're here to.talk about children, -let me use a 
child's perspective to illustrate what I mean. A small girl's 
father a·eked her what she wanted most for Christnas. Knowing 
that her'mother was expecting, the girl replied, U a baby sister. 1I 

To. everyone's delight, the mother came home from the hospital on 
Christmas Eve with a "baby girl. 

A 	while later, the father asked his daughter, "Next Christmas, 
! 	 what would you like? .'''Well,ll'said the girl, "if it wouldn't be 

.too uncomfort~ble,for Mom, lid like to have a pony. II • I. hope you 
all haven't made it ~oo uncomfortable for Governor Dean.] 

Governor Dean has delivered something very important himself. He 
has used his leadership to challenge all of us to care for our 
most'precious'resource -- our chi'ldren. For that , he deserves 
our deepest thanks. 

Let me say onc more' thing before I "begin. For many years I my 
wife Hillary has worked side-by-side with many of you in the 
struggle for children and families. There is nothing she cares 
about more, She is working on a book about the responsibilities 

"we owe' our children. The title comes from the old African 
proverb. "It Takes a vill'age to Raise.a Child." ,So, I'm not 
standing up here alone, Hillary stands· with me and with all of 
you on this important issue. 

, 
But we all know, for all the progress we have made, America'S 
children and families are in the grips of what the Carnegie ' 
CorporatiQn has called; "A'Quiet Crisis. H It,is an ironic and 
unacceptable tr~gedy that in the richest nation on ear:h, O:1e in 
five children almost 16 million young people -- live in 
poverty, 

Compared to most other industrialized countries, "our infant 
mortality rates are higher. Our percentage of low-birthweight' 



babies is higher. Our teen pregnancy rate is higher. And our 
immunization rates are lower. 

We must do better -- especially as we stand at the dawn of the. 
information age and a new, global economy. It has never been more 
important to make sure our children are well prepared for the) 
future. I ran for President because I did not want my daughter. 
to be a part of the first generation of Americans to do worst 
than their parents. 

I wanted' to expaI?-d opportunity for all Americans - - especially 
our. children. To raise incomes for hard working families. To 
rebuild a sense of community. To grow the middle clas's and 
shrink the underclass. 

To do that we have to discard the old labels of left or right, 
conservative or liberal, ana come together to find practical, 
pragmatic solutions to the problems that confront us. You know 
that better than anyone. 

Our approach, in everything we've done these past two years, is 
not to tell you how to solve your. problems -- you kno~ what 
works. We have created a new, partnership to meet the demands of 
changing times. We have worked hard to replace tne big, 
centralized government of the past. For as then Governor 
Franklin Roosevelt said in 1932, . "New conditions impose new 
requirements upo~ government and those who" conduct government." 

In these times, we must solve our commori problems and give 
individuals and families the chance to make good lives ,for 
themselves. 

In 1992, that was the blueprint for 'change that Vice President 
Gore and I offered in our book, "Putting People First." We began 
at the beginning with the needs of children and families. 

Go back and look at our chapter on children and families -- an 
agenda to make their lives as strong as their. dreams .. We've 
accomplished more than' 90.percent of, what we set out to do for 
children: 

EITC --'tax cut for working. families earning less than $27,OOO'a 
year. Family and Medical Leave -- allows parents to be good 
parents and good workers. Head Start -- increased investments; 
new zero to three initiative. Goals 2000 -- new partnership to 
set world class standards ,for our schools. 

Direct Lending -- More than 1,400 schools will be participating 
this year. We're saving taxpayers and students billions of 
dollars by making college loans easier to get and easier to pay 
back, Over the next several years, more than 20 million students 
will benefit. School-to-Work -~ ?pprenticeship program to 
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prepare young people who are not going directly to college to get 
high-wage jobs. AmeriCorps -- 20,000 member~ working in schools,. 
hospitals. a~d neighborhoods across this country -- earning money 
for college by giving something back to their co~~unities. 

'And let me say that we wouldn't be where we are today without the 
outstan~:Ung' leadership of someone we call the "Godmother of 
Nationa~ Service:" Maryland Senator, Barbara Mikulski .. 

But too many Americans- are still struggling too hard' -- working 
longer hours for the same or less money than they earned 15 years 
ago. Too many of Our young people are drifting through.life 
without any direction or hope. We cannot let this be. And so 
once again, America turns to you for leadership. 

You are the backbone of public service in America. You see in 
personal terms. the names, faces f and life hi'stcries of everyday 
people struggling to keep the American Dream alive. You in the 
states have led the way in most of the major' refqrms of the'past 
few decades -- especially for children and families. 

As you focus on youth! there is one'issue that we must now work 
together to solve: welfare reform. It is an issue many of you 
have led on. Now you must lead again -- as the Senate begins a 
monumentally important debate. I'd like to take a few moments to 
tell you what I hope we can do together. 

With your help, we have alreaqy begun to replace welfare with 
work. In just 2 years, I've granted 29 waivers. And those of 
you who have gotten them are using those waivers to put people to 
work. 

In Missouri, vermont and Wisconsin, Governors Carnahan, Dean and 
Thompson are using their waivers to impose time limits and 
require work. 

In Ohio. Governor Voinovich is moving people to work by using the 
money now spent on welfare and food' stamps to subsidize private 
sector jobs. 

Every governor here -,- Democrat and Republican, -- knows that. 
welfare reform is first and foremost about work. U~fortunately. 
the welfare reform debate in Cong~ess'has not focused enough on 
work and puts states and children at risk. The House'bill was' 
weak on work a~d tough on kids. I had to push and push them to 
be tough on deadbeat parents. The Senate Finance Committee 
reported oue a bill the other day that is a step "in the right 
direction in some areas, bu~.still misses the point on work. 

According to the Congressional Budget Office, ,the current Senate 
Finance Committee bill won't succeed in moving people from 
welfare to work. In fact, the CSO concludes that only six states 
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as we give states more flexibility, we should make sure that 
,states continue to,fulfill their responsibilities. The proposed 
legislation contains no incentives or,requirements for states to 
maintain their own funding for cash assistance, child care, and 
supports for work. There is a serious danger that some states 
will I'race to the bottom:" It is always much cheaper to simply 
cut people off than to move the~ to work. Welfare reform should 
not be a race to the bottom. It should be a race to 
independence. 

So, I challenge Congress to send me a real welfare reform bill by 
July fourth, Independence Day. If Congress sends me a welfare 
reform b~ll that will move people from welfare to work, I'll sign 
it. But, if Congress sends/me a welfare reform bill that doesn't 
end welfare by moving people to work, I'll send them back to the 
table until they do. Six out of 50 states is not good enough. 
Let's give every< state a chance to succeed. 

Let's never forget I the people who most want 'to change this 
system are the people who are dependent on it. 

Some of you may remember the NGA welfare hearing I once held in 

Arkansas with people on welfare from allover America who had 

f'ound their way to work. The woman from my. State who testified 

was asked this question: "What's'the best thing a~out bel-ng off 


·welfa're· and in a job? ", Without. batting an eye, she looked at 40 
governors. and she said, "When my ,boy goes to school and they say· 
what does your mother do for a living, he can give them an 
answer. II Most people on welfare a~e like that woman. They want 
to go to work. ,They want to do right by their kids. We ought to 
give them that chance. 

With'your help, we will break the cycle of dependence and inspire 
more young people to follow the paths of their parents towards an 
even greater realization of the American. Dream. Thank you and 
God bless you all. 

" 
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THE WHITE HOUSE" 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release January 30, 1995 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 

TO THE NATIONAL GOVERNORS ASSOCIATION 


The East Room 


9:58 A.M. IlST 

THE PRESIDENT: Good morning. First, I want to welcome 
you back to the White House. For those of you who were here last 
night, Hillary and r enjoyed having you; it was a great dinner and we 
enjoyed the conversation and the entertainment and the fellowship. 

There are two or three things I'd like to speak about 
this morning before turning the microphone over to Governor Dean and 
Governor Thompson and the Vice President. First, 1st me thank the 
executive committee for its vote yesterday on our stabilization 
measure for Mexico. And let me urge the NGA as a whole to support 
that executive committee recommendation. 

The United States has a 'lot at stake in Mexico. We have 
hundreds of thousands of jobs that are tied to the success of the 
Mexican economy. It is now our third largest trading partner 
several billions of dollars a year. OUr future cooperation and our 
ability to manage some very significant immigration problems could be 
affected by what is 'going on there, and the efforts that we are 
making to cooperate on the drug issue could obviously be affected by 
what is going on there. 

1 want to emphasize that the stabilization initiative is 
not a gift, not a loan~ not a bailout; it is a loan guarantee. We 
are cosigning a note. We'll have good collateral. We1re doing it 
because itfs in the interest of the United States. I worked on it 
extensively this weekend~ and I realize that it's not politically 
popular back home, it's a rather complex issue, but it is clearly in 
the interest of American workers, American businesses and the United 
States as a whole. So I thank the executive committee for your vote, 
and I hope the NGA as a whole will follow the recommendation Of the 
executive committee. 

The second thing I'd like to talk ahout is, very 
briefly, is the commitment that I made two years ago to have a 
better, stronger 'partnership with the states, to regulate less, to 
empower more, to try to push more responsibilities down to the state 



and local level. The Vice President will say a little more about 
that~ and then tomorrow at the NGA I'll have a chance to speak in 
greater detail. 

But we have worked not simply to reduce the size of the 
federal- government -- although we have by over lOO~OOO already -- not 
just to reduce the burden of regulation~ although we have in banking 
and interstate trucking and number of other areas; not just to reduce 
the cost, although we did: last year was the first time in 25 years 
when the Congress voted to reduce both domestic and defense spending~ 
obviously~ except for Social Security and the health care 
programs but also to try to move more responsibility to the 
states. 

In the last two years, our administration t for example. 
granted more waivers 1n the area of health care and welfare reform 
than in the previous 12 years combined~ And we want to do more of 
that. We also have worked very hard to try to help work through 
problems that have existed in the past with specific governmental 
agencies, and we want to do more of that. And as 1 said~ the Vice 
President will have more to say about that. 

We are strongly supporting the move to get unfunded 
mandates legislation passed in the Congress and are encouraged by the 
work that was done in the United States Senate where, as I remember, 
the bill passed 66-10 last week, after a really open and honest 
discussion of all appropriate amendments, The legislation is now 
moving through the House. I think there are about 100 amendments 
pending, but I think they will move through it in a fairly 
expeditious way¥ just as the Senate did~ 

With regard to the balanced budget amendment, it has 
passed the House, it is now in the Senate. I will say again what 
I've said all along here. It seems to me that the state legislators, 
the people and the governors have a right to know what 1s entailed in 
the time line if the effort is made. And I would hope that we would 
continue to take that r1ght-to-know posit1on~ YOu have a right to 
know what happens, you have a right to know what happens if we 
protect Social Security, you have a ~1ght to know what happens if we 
protect Social Security and Medicare, you have a right to know what 
happens in the details of this. 

We have cut $600 billion-plus off this deficit. I am 
going to give a budget in early February to the Congress which will 
take over $140 billion more in cuts. We have eliminated 100 
programs, we have cut hundreds and hundreds of others. I want to 
keep bringing this deficit down, but I think we ought to all go into 
a change in the fundamental document of this country with our eyes 
wide open and knowing that the consequences are. 

The third thing I'd like to talk about, briefly, is 
welfare reform~ For those of you who were present at the Saturday 
meeting. I want to thank you again for being there. It reminded me 
very much of the process that we went through in 1987 and 1988 when 



we had a Republican president and a Democratic Congress~ and a 
bipartisan group of governors.' And we worked in '87 and '88 toward 
the passage of the Family Support Ac~. 

I thought it worked then; I think it will work now, if 
we all work in good faith. We agreed that welfare has to be 
reformed; that the most important thing is to change it from a system 
which fosters dependence to one that fosters work and independence; 
that we ought to support education where it is needed; and that we 
ought to support responsible parenting~ 

We agreed that, as we try to put more of the operational 
decisions back to the state and local level, there must be some 
strong national steps taken on child support enforcement, because so 
many of those orders are multi-state in their impact, and because we 
are doing such a bad job as a country now# in collecting child 
support which should properly be paid to children. 

We agreed that there must be more state and local 
flexibility; we agreed that there ought to be an effort to reduce 
teen pregnancy and out-of-wedlock pregnancy, generally. Governor 
Carper gave a very moving presentation of what is going on in 
Delaware# and as you know, I announced in my State of the Union that 
we would make a national effort on this which we'll have more to say 
about in the next few days. 

We did not reach final agreement on the questions of how 
the partnership should be structured; what the implications of a 
block grant would be; and what # in specific terms, the national 
interest is in preserving the welfare of the children of this 
country. I have to say that I basically am in favor. as I always 
have been~ of maximum flexibility for the states: I was a strong 
supporter of the Community Development Block Grant Program. for 
example. when I served as a Governor~ But we do have a national 
interest in protecting the welfare and the possibilities of our 
children. 

In 1995, for the very first time in our history, at 
least since we've been keeping such statistics, the elderly became 
less poor than the rest of the population because of the cost of 
living adjustments and Social Security; because of supplemental 
security income: because of Medicare. That is something I think 
we're all proud of. 

The flip side of that is that the poverty population 
itself has stayed the same, or has actually increased, and almost all 
the poor now are little children, and their not very well educated 
parents by in large. So we do have a national interest in the 
welfare of these children and in changing the welfare system so that 
it promotes responsibility and lifts people up~ without punishing 
children who were not the cause of the problems that they face in 
life. That, it seems to me, is the dividing line that we have to be 
animated by as we try to forge this new partnership. I'm excited 
about it; I think we can do it. 



We must pass welfare reform· this year and it has got to 
be real, meaningful. different and better and broader than anything 
we've ever done before, and it ought to give you a great deal of 
flexibility out of -- if nothing else; out of a sense of sheer simple 
humility that no one has all the answers to deal with these difficult 
riddles that threaten the stability of our families and the future of 
our kids, 

So I am encouraged by where we are, 1 thank you again 
for the Executive Committee resolution on MeKico~ We are going to 
work with you to further the partnership between the states and the 
federal government. and we must pass welfare reform this year, but it 
ought to be the right kind with the right results. 

END 10:06 A.M. EST 
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TO: 	 (See Below) 

FROM: 	 Christopher J. Mustain 

Office of Mgmt and Budget, LRD 


SUBJECT: 	 Presidential Veto Threat 

Attached is an excerpt from the President's interview on Thursday: 

THE WHITE 	 HOUSE 

Office of 	the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release 	 April 13, 1995 

INTERVIEW OF THE PRESIDENT 
BY . 

WOLF BLITZER AND JUDY WOODRUFF 
OF CNN 

The Roosevelt Room 

11:40 A.M. EDT 

Q Wel1~ let's talk welfare reform,_which, of course~ 
is an issue very close to your heart. You have said you want to end 
welfare as we know it. The HOuse version is apparently unacceptable 
to you -- the Republican version passed 1n the House. 

THE PRESIDENT: Do you want to see a veto? If the 
Senate passes the House bill, I'd be happy to veto. 

Q Wel1# the Senate looks like the Republicans are now 
suggesting they would take out some of the more, what you would. 
consider, onerous provisions of the House bill, but still give the 
states block grants to reform welfare as the states, the governors, 
want to do it. The Republican governors, that is. Is that something 
you would accept? 

THB PRESIDENT: No, but I think that they deserve credit 



, for making some progress. You know~ the Catholic bishops basically 
pointed out that the House bill could actually be\a pro-abortion 
bill, could encourage abortion, it was so hard on children and it was 
so weak on work. Now t the provisions proposed by these three 
Republican governors that the Senate is looking at gets out a lot of 
the stuff that tough on children and unfair to them. And that's 
good, and they deserve credit for that. It's still weak on work. 
And it's still unfair to the states that have huge growing 
populations of young children~ 

So this block grant proposal as it is written would put 
unbearable burdens on states, not necessarily -- this is not a . 
partisan issue, but the block grant proposal" as written I think would 
be unfair to states like Texas and Florida, for example. and maybe 
very beneficial to states with static or declining welfare roles. 

Q Just to nail it down so this Republican version 



in the Senate that is now being discussed, you would veto that? 

THE PRESIDENT; All we know about it is what we see in 
the papers. I believe that it is an improvement over the House bill. 
But it's got a ~ong way to go. We need to be -- what the American 
people want is to see people who are on welfare going to work and 
succeeding as workers and parents. 

NOW~ what they've done that's good is they've adopted 
all my tough child support enforcement provisions. And I applauded 
the House for doing it. Line for line, they did it~ I appreciate 
that and it ' s good. The Senate now says, well, we're not going to be 
tough on children,. we're not going to be -- in effect¥ having a pro
abortion policy or at least brutal to children policy~ Th~t's good~ 
They deserve credit. 

Now let's work on the work, and let's don't be fair to 
the states that have bigger problems than some other states. The 
states -- this proposal -- I am for much, much, much more flexibility 
to the states# . Keep in mind~ it was our administration -- not the 
two previous administrations, but ours -- that has given half the 
states the freedom to get out from under the federal rules to do what 
they want on welfare# But we have to do it in a way that is fair to 
all the states~ So my concern about the block grants is that ~t 
won't be fair to all the states~ 

Q Just wrapping up this segment -- on abortion; an 
issue you just raised ~- you have said-repeatedly you would like to 
see abortion safe, legal and rare. What have you done to make it 
rare? 

THE PRESIDENT; One of the things lIve done to make it 
rare is to push very strongly for more adop"tions, and for cross
racial adoptions. One of the things that the Republicans and 1 agree 
on z although we may have some minor differences about how to do it. 
is that we should not hang adoptions up for years and years and years 
when there are cross-racial adoptions involved. If parents of one 
r·ace want to adopt a child of another F they shouldn I t be delayed and 
hung up by a lot of bureaucratic red tape. I think that is very 
important # 

The other thing I think we have to do is to make it 
clear to people that if they have children they will be able to raise 
them in dignity. I have tried to improve the lives of women and 
little children, and support people who do bring children into this 
world -- to say, okay. 1f you've got a child, even if yau,bore the 
child out of wedlock; you ought to have access to education and child 
care and medical care. And then you ought to get off welfare and go 
to work. 1 think if people see that they can bear children and still 
succeed in life, and 1f they understand that if they want to give the 
children up for adoption that they can do that and know it would be 
done in a ready and proper way, I think those two things can really 
work tc reduce abortions. 



The other thing I think we have to do to reduce abortion 
is to keep campaigning against teen pregnancy~ And we have worked 
very aggressively in this administration on anti-teen pregnancy 
campaigns. So those are three things we!ve done to try to make 
abortion more rare. 
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'SECRETARY SHALALA: Thank you very much. I did once ask 
my Lebanese grandfather'why it was I had an Irish 'last name. He said 
just tell people there was an Irish oru'sader that went 'to Lel:::U!lnOn a-nd 
messed up. (Laughter.). 

I'm here to talk about the President's radio 'address, 
wl1ich you'll be getting, copies of shortly. It's on child support 
enforcement which is a very critical part of his o~n recommendations 
on welfare reform. 

" The· Republi'can bill does now have part of au; 
recommen.datlons on ~hild support enforce::nent. ~n fact, if the 
President's recommend~tions were put in place welre releasing today 
numbers that indicate women and children would be able'to get $24 
billion over a lO-year peHod -- that's $24 b11110n that they're not 
now getting that we would ,be ,able to collect in child 'support
enforcement. 

The ,last piece that we want this bipartisan effort on 
child'support to put in place fa license -- professional licenses, 
driver's licenses .. ·We believe that it's extremely important that 
these licenses are part of the enforcement' activities that states are 
able to use to make sure that deadbeat parents take the' 
responsibilities. 

If the lice.nse piece was put 'in place, it wculd account 
for $2.5 billion that would be able to be'collected over a lO-year 
period of time. Just to give you ,a feel for the impact on welfare 
payments alone, ,go back to my original number, which was $24, billion 
collected over,lO years if we put all the child support enforcement 
in place that the President has recommended -- $4 billion of that 
would go for people that are currently being paid by the welfare 
system in ,the United States. 

That tells you two s'tories: First, that'there is it 
siqnificant'amount of money that would not be expended on welfare in 
this country -- $4 billion -- if we had child support enforcement in 
place; and second, that there's $20 billion in addition to that out 
there for people who 'aren't on welfare' that aren't getting ,enough 
money for their families. ' 

. . , , " 

So child support enforcement, which the President is 
talking about, is not simply an issus of welfare reform. It's an 
issue for hundreds ot thousands of peopl'e over the. next 10 years, 
particular~y Children, and mothers with very younq children,that 
aren't getting proper support because parents aren't taking their 
responsibilities. We believe that all four -- a~l five pieces of 
chi~d support should be put in pla~e -- streamlining the paternity 
establishment system; new hire reportin9,'so when an emploYer hires 
someone· they· send in the information so we can track someone, .
particularly,thoa,e who change jops'regularly to escape child support; 
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uniform interstate child support laws that are very important because 

of deadbeat parents that escape acros~ st:ate boundaries; computerized)

statewide collections; and', finally, the license .piece, driver's: 

licenses, professional licenses. 


When Maine sent a letter to all 20,000 people, deadbeat 

parents, they got a very high percentage of them to come in because 

the letter said, you have the following prof~ssional licenses, you 

have a driver's license; that is now in 'jeopardy unless you walk in 

the door and get up to date in your child support paYlllents. 


The details of this are in the president's address, 

which you'll qat shortly; that iS t listing all the pieces that weld 

like in ohild support. The important points here, are that there's a 

lot of money out there, billions 'of 'dollars I that is not now baing 

COllected. We have an uneven system. No state ,is' able to do it 

alone. We need a combination of a national system and beefinq up 

state systems t.o make B,ure we- colleot every dollar~ 


, , 
, The fundamental principle t.are 1S responsibility -- that 


both parents take reaponsibil i ty; that 9'0v'ernment not, be asked to pay

when parents have jobs and are simply trying to escape . 

responsibility •. And th~t flows·all the way through the President'. 

own welfare reform proposals that we Bet up last year. The child 

support pi,ece has been bipartisan, and we hope t~at welre able to 

work out ~he last piece,'the licensing piece being put in place.
, . 

Q Are the other four parts now in there? 

SECRETARY SHALALA, The other four parts are now in 

there.· It has taken a bipartisan effort to do it. They were not in 

the original Contract. The Democrats 'were able to'build a coalition 

to get the other four parts in. welre try~n9 now to 'qat the/last. 

piece in. 


Q' , Ms.,Shalala, wouldn't the 'license provision be' one 

of those unfunded mandates the President's been railing about and 

going to sign legislation about next week? 


'SECRETARY SHALALA, No. ,Actually, I don't· think the 

,states' consider it that. There are resources being provided as part 

of the biH to nelp the states to beef up their computer 'systems. So 

the money is accompanying it. This is a provision, that's supported 

by all the 90vernors.· It has long had bipartisan support on the 

'Hill, and it's time that we simply'put it in place. 

Q Is the, administration supportin9 Representative 

Nathan Deal's kind of compromise or substitute welfare reform bill? 

Surely, you want more ,out of the' House vote next week than just this 

piece. You don't ,like what the Republicans are likely to pass,

right? ' 

SECRETARY SHALALA. I think that we've said repeatedly 
that we don't intend to·issue specific pronouncements this early in' 
the proces,s. What we've done is laid out the, President's ·principles 
as outlined in his first -- in the bill he introduced last year, that 

, ,We expect strong work requirements, that we want parental ' 
responsibility be part'of the bill, that we want a stron9 teenage' 
pregnancy piece as part of the bill. 

, , 
, " ." 

, All: the alternative bills in one way or another address 

some. of the pieces,; 'but we're not takinq specific positions on theBe 


,.'b~lls. What we're going to continue to do is .to make sure that the 
President's principles, ,including touqh child support" enforcement, 
are 'our. yardsticks. Arid we'll be judging the products as they're 
moving along. We also believe that this is very earlY'in the 
process~ 
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'Q But', there is one bi1:1, one 'Republican bill that 
right is going'to.floor, will'be'voted on. Does that bill meet:the 
president's standards? 

. SECRETARY SHALALA: It does not at this point in time; 
It is in the process of being amended. It will be amended on the 
floor. We've indicated in our-own analysis what problems we have in 
the bill, that it's weak on work, that it's tough on kids, that . 
doesn't have all the pieces in child support enf~rcement that we want 
it to have, that it's simply awful to teenagers. And not only we, 
but pro-life groups, including major leaders of the Catholic Church, 
have expressed the same. stro~q views about the way in which children 
are treated in ,the bill. 

But, again, we're early in the process. Welre going to 
-fight every step of the way -- on the floor of the House, as bills 
move from ~he House and as the Senate begins its deliberations. I 
testified at length 'on Friday before senate Finance, ..We're a long 
way away from making a final judgment on individual bills. What 

we're going to continue to go back to is the "principles that the 

President has laid out. . 


Q The administration se~ms to be in a mode of 
strictly reactive, that you're, panicking,every time something happens 
on the Hill, and you've lost the initiative in terms of formulating 
your Own ideas -- and especially in fighting. You have more fights
than the President seems to have ,in terms of fighting for the social 
progra~s that have been so ir.aerent ove.r the'last'SO years. 

SECRETARY SllALALA: I think that the -- "X think ,that's 
actually unfair t Helen', I think, nUl'nJ::)er one, we tve been not 
reactive. It is true, that the Republican~ now have the leade~shipl
but we,. in fact, laid out and have stuck to the principles. We laid 
out an extensive bill, a comprehensive welfare reform bill, and then 
have stuck to.those'pr~nciples. 

" " 
Everything that has been going on in the'committees-

.weive worked with the Democrats. Wetve worked with them as they,'ve 
, offered amendments and' offer changes in the bills. But we have a 

framework which everyone knows about, about what· we I d like 'to get. 
And the president has articulated that framework over and over again.
We've made it very clear that we opposed beating up on kids in this 
country, cutting them off ~~om access from programs. And it is true 
that our language is strong. There's no question that our language
is strong. But that's because the differenoes between us and these 
proposals is so fundamental. And, frankly, it is much easier tolay 
out the differenoes between our positions and the Contract 'positions, 
because they're so fundamentally different in terms of how we see 
this country and how we think the national government ought to behave 
in relationship to ohildren. ' , 

Q Secretary Shalala, althouqh, as you say, it's early
in the process, is there not a lot of veto bait in the Republican
proposal as it standswnen you loOk at the food stamp provision, the 
school lunch provision, some of 'the other ideal! that they have?', 

, SECRETARY SHALALA: Well,if there's not'-- I would not' 
describe it a veto bait. I'd describe us as having very serious 
prob~ems about those proposals, because they're, so tough on kids,., 
because ,they take away the safety net that we have had consensus on 
in this country, particularlY'.in relationship to our most vulnerable 
citizens. And I realize that it's -- it may be clearer in a lead to 
be able to use the word veto, but we're way beyond that now. What 
we're talking about is a buildup of a series of actions in that 
Contract that changes fundamentally the way we talk about the role of 
government and the way we have defined ourselves as Americans., 
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say, then, 
Q -Are you reluctant - you're obviously reluctant to 

that 'the President would veto this in it's pr~sent form?, 

SECRETARY SHALALA: lIm not reluctant to say, I wontt 
say it. 

QWhy not? 

SECRETARY SHALALA: Because he hasn't saldlt to me: 
Beoause he hasn't made those kinds of deoisions. When he says'it to 

,me or to Leon, you'll hear it either from him or from one of Us. 

He' canit make that decision at this point in time. We 
are eo early in the process. And; remember, the Republicans start~d 
with one set of thinqs in their Contract they've chanqed at least 
five or six times. They're makinq amendments, they're accepting
amendments, they're making changes. _ 'so why should we make a deoision 
right'now about whether~we're going to,veto what's there when it's' 
moving i~ front of our eyes. And in some cases it's moving ~n 
directions that we think are positive. We ought to reoognize that" 
and keep fighti~g. 

Q As a matter of fact, aren't you really pretty
optimistic that the license provisions will 'let. in the bill and 'let 
passed? 

SECRETARY SHALALA : Well , . to the extent that some of 
,these issues are understandable , and to the extent that they're 
bipartisan, -- Olympia Snowe and Marge Roukema have fought for most 
of their careers for very strong child support enforoement. The 
Women's Caucus of the conqress, the bipartisan caucus, has ,long 
favored'these provisions that have real enforceme:nt and real teeth 
into them, 

Do we have some hope? We hope so. ·And that's the way 
we arqued for child support enforcement from the beginning when it 
was left out of the original Republican bills. . " 

~. ". 
Q YOU'Ve been speakinq in rather"qeneral terms in 

saying that the bill" is very Objectionable, Could you.specify one or 
two provis~ons that you consider to be among the worst? 

" . 
SECRETARY SHALALA: Well, I think we .objsct to cutting" 

teenaqers off and their children, from cash assistance. We believe 
that moving from entitlements to block grants is a movement that not· 
only "hurta low-income folks, but hurts workers"bec8use entitlements 
are essentially a safety net for American workers. ",They have worked 
well "for people who" are laid off for short periods of time, who live 
from paycheck to paycheck. ~hey have protected states economically. 

" "We have" objected to cutting back on the proqrams "and 
setting limits on the resources available, so they actually, while 
.~hey are increases on the Burface, cutting back below the rate of 
inflation and growth are~ in fact, decreases. Whether itts child 
nutrition -- we object to cuttinq off national standards in ohi1d . 
nutrition, because we believe that·those national standards are, in 
fact,. quality assurance. systems' that have been put in pla'ce out of 
bipartisan" oonsensus OVer the years to make sure" that when we pay for 
food, it is food that actually improves the nutrition of American 
children. . 

We stronq1y object to rescissions that move on programs 
"that provide ..ervices for women and "infa~ts -- the WIC proqram. 

CUmulatively, "this is an attack on children. It's also 
an attack on working' parents", When you move from -- a lot of people 
have talked about this in its relationship to poor families, but when 
you think very c1ear1y"through'what's happening, if you don't put in 

"MORE 


, , 



1 
" ,

, I 

- 5 

child support enforcement. what you're affecting when you loo~ at the 
numbers is not simply those on" welfar'8, but working parents that are 
trying to the right thing. When you switch from entitlements to 
block grants. what you're doing is ,hurting those'who work. Who play 
by the rules, who need short-term a~sistance, that go to get cash 
assistance or to food stamps because, they -- or nutrition assistance 
of some kind until they can get their next 'job. , 

Q Have ypu calculated how many'people would be 
deprived of cash assistance or 'food stamps if the move was made to go 

, . : 
to block grants? 

SECRETARY SRALALA: 'Yes, .we actually --' we "have some of" 
those calculations which We can 'provide, "and welve: provided them in 
other sources. And Illl make sure they get to you~ The fact is; 
these bills have moved in front of us: They've been mush for a 

. while, so we kesp up<Jrading our cal"culations and we do have some 
calculations~on the numbers; 'We have calculations-on some of ·the 
rescission bills, too~ 

Q The people who don't ,want to include that last 
piece and give the states requirement, to put it on the 'states to 
require the lifting of licenses, 'what's the philosophical argument 
that they make? ' 

'. 'SECRETARY SHALALA: I know'of no philosophical argument
other than leave it to the states. Ittg the same kind .of argument 
for those who have Buqqested that -- and this is our most fundamental 
problem'with the welfare bills that are moving up -- they don't 'have 
strong enough work requirements. ' 

, . 
And when you don't have strong work requirements, and 

you s~y, leave it to the states I then look at what the states have 
done without very strong work requirement. They have very different' 
levels of commitment. And if you really want welfare reform, we're 
talking abou~ welfare reform for every state, not for one state. And 
weak work 'requirements have to be the centerpiece in looking at what 
they·ve -done'. What the President wants is strong- work requirements, 
and that's the centerpiece of his own proposal. 

I!ll take one more if there is one. more. 

Q Does the license lifting prOVision cover press
passes? Is thata:license? 

SECRETARY SHALALA: I think it should. (Laughter. ) I 
mean, it seems to me that's a professional pass.' It :may cover the 
enqineerin9 lioenses. 

Q Just for the record, would you define strong work 
requ~rem.ents? 

SECRETARY SHALALA: Yes., I think that what we've 
described ,and what was in the or'iginal bill were'work requirements 

" that were way below the existing '1988 law. And what the President 
would like is every eligible person moving into work within a 

'relatively short period of time, and I think the' most recent numl:>ars 
on their work requirements are about 17 percent. Currently, the work 
requirements are about 11,5 percent, and their work requirements for 
their first year is below what the cur~ent work requ~rements are. 
That's not -serious. 

We get serious when we move over a relatively short 
periOd of time the majority of eligible people ,into work: And wh'an 

. you're talking about very low percentaqes of work requirements, 
you're not serious~ 

Q And a relatively short period of time is how long? 
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'SECRETARY SHALALA: I think a few years, depending on 
what your funding is. We ought to give the 'governors a, few years to 
move people, most of the. eligible population into work. 

Q .Like three or four? 

Q Two years? 

,SECRETARY SHALALA: Well; what we want to do is to move" 
everybody by the end of'the century into work, and, that depends on 

. what resources',are available. . 

'Q Do you have the.johs for them? 

SECRETARY SHALALA: Well, two kinds of jobs in our bill. 
First, private sector jobs, and then if private sector jobs are not, 
available, public sector JODs for short periods of time in the 
transition 'while they.lre look~ng for a -private sector job. ' 

Q And who will put the money up for the public jobs? 


SECRETARY SHALALA: In our bill, we do. 


THE PRESS: Thank you. 


END 4: 25 P.M. EST 
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STATEMEJ'liT BY THE PRESIDENT 

I want to applaud Democrats and Republicans in the House of RepreSentatives for 
approving an amendment ws afternoon to require states- to deny drivers' and professionaJ 
licenses to deadbeat parents who .refuse 10 pay child support This'tough provision was a 
central pan of the welfare reform plan my Administration introduced last year, and sends a· 
clear signal: No parent in Amenta has a right to' walk away from the responsibility to raise 
their children, 

I congratulate the Sponsor ofthe.amen<irnent, Rep, Marge Roukema (R-NJ), as 'well as 
, Rep. Barbara Kennelly (D-eT) and other members who have worked across party lines to 
make tougb child support enforcement a central part of welfare reform. With trug 
amendment, the House welfare reform legislation now includes eve<y major child support 
pillar of our welfare reform plan, which offered the tougbest possible child support 
enforcement, measures ever put forward. 

These actions on child support enfor4ement prove that welfare reform: can and ~ust_be 
a bipartisan' issu., , Unfortunately, the House Republican bill still does not, offer the kind of 
real welfare reform that Americans in both parties OXjleCL W clfare reform must be tough on 
work and tough on deadbeat parents; not toogh on children. ' 

I look forward to' working with Republicans and Democrats in bolb houses of 

Congress to enact real reform that makes work and responsibility a way of life, 
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. 
STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

.At a time when so many An,,:rican;·witbout regard to PartY agree on the'need for 
welfare refo~ irs a shame the House of Representatives could not produce a real welfare 
reform plan that woUld promote work and responsibility aod aItrll.<it broad bipartisao sUPP9rt. 
I am disappointed that instead of joining in a real, bipartisan effort to move people from 
welfare to work. a narrow partisao Republican ""!iority passed a bill thar is weak on work 

..and tough on children. 

I am determined to Work With Republicans and Democrats in Congress to produce 
the kind of welfare reform Americans regardless of party affiliation wan! and expect To end 
welfare as we know it, we must be tough on work and tough.oo deadbeat parents, not tougb
on children. . ' . 

. 1 commend the H<>use of Represenlatives on one part of the bill that enjoyed true 
bipartisan support - tough measures on ehild support enforcement, including refusing drivers' 
and professionanicenses 10 deadbeat parents who refuse to pay child support. The House 
passed every major child support element nf our welfare reform plan, which will enuble us to 
mount the toughest child support enforcement cl1lclcdown in history. It is time to demand. 
responsibility from parents who bring children into the world, not let them off the-honk and 
expeet taxpayers to pick up the tab for their neglect. 

. Welfare reform can and must be • bipartisan issue. I look forward to w<>rking 

with Republicans and Democrats in the Senate to pass real welfare reform that will make 

work and responsibility the law of the land_ . . .' . 
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