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V1. ENDNOTES

1. Congressman Rangel's quote was taken from a New York Times article on Harlem on January 6, 1994 by Emily
M. Bemsian,

2. "Workfare for the Able-bodiod, " editorial in New York Pegt, Merch 1§ 1094,

3. These and other citations sbout initiatives in other states from “The Welfare Moaster, " by Dians Gordan, State
Legislatyres, Juns 1994,

4, Franklin Roosevelt’s comment wes shortensd from his second wanval message to Congress on Januury 4, 1935,
The complete quote was “The lessons of history, confimmed by the evidence invuedintely before me, show

&, conclusively that sontinued dependence upoo telief induces & spiritusl and moral disintegration fundamentally
destructive 1o the national fibre, To dole out relief in this way is to sdminister a narcotic, & subtle destroyer of the
human spirit,®

1

5. John Norguist's comment came in 8 profile op him published in New York Newsday on December 23, 1993,
6. Malcolm Forbeg' comment is taken hiz May 9, 19494 "Fact and Comment”™ i Forbes Magazine.

7. Louis Farrsklun's comment has been widely quoted including the TIME magazing profile of bim on February
23, 1994, Farrskhan is & well-known critic of weifare.  As he said in an interview with Barbara Walters on April
22, 1584, "The Honoyable Elijjah Mubammad says welfare spelled backwards masans farewell to independent and
creative thinking, $o as fast ax we can, ws move our peopic away from welfare.*

4

£. Cuomo’s comment i3 from his Janiary 5, 1994 “State of the State” mestage.

9. "Reforming Welfare: Can the System Be Changed,” by Paul Magnusson and Howaerd Gleckman, Business Week,
June 13, 1994,

10, Wayne Rtymt‘xs quote sume from a May 10, 1992 anticls i the Sunday Times of London,

11, President Chinton’s quote was taken from o February §, 1993 Washinpgton Times story.

12, Moynihan's comments were made in a "Meet the Press” interview on January S, 1954,

13. According to Business Week {"Refurming Welfare: Can the System be Salvaged?” by Paul Mapnusson and
Howaerd Gisckman, June 13, 1994}, *Studies show that &8 maay as 20% of welfare 1ecipients stay on AFDC just
o keep the sccompanying Medicaid benefits for their childien - particularly thoss with chronie iflness.”

14, "Reforming Welfare: Can the System be Changed,” by Psul Magnusson and Howard Gleckaue, Business Week,
“June 13, 1954,

15, "Family Values is Now Getting its Due”, David Broder, New York Daily News,

16. Former Vice Pregident Quavie's comment before the Commenwealth Club of San Francisco was * And for those
concerned sbout children growing up in poverty, we should know this: macriage is probably the best anti-poverty
program of aH. Among fumilies headed by married couples taday, there is 2 poverty rate 6F 5.7 pt:rr:ent But 33.4
percent of families headed by a single mother are in g}-oveny today.
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From May 19 w June 9, 1994, the Empire Siate Survey polled 1221 adult New Yorkers by telephone.
The survey instrument contained 93 closed- and open-ended questions. The poll employed 3 random digit &iQ
{RDD) probability sample of adult New York State residents. RDD ensures that all selephone households, Hsted
and unlisted, are given an equal chance of being included in the sample. Respondents were selected randomly
within the households, with up 10 four callbacks per eligibie respondemts, The sample was drawn by the
Marketing Systems Group. Interviews were conducted both in English and Spamsh

The estimated sampling error for the entire population is  +2.8% at the 95% confidence level, That
is, 19 cut of 20 times, a probability san{pie of 1203 respondents will conform: 10 the relevant populations with
a maximum deviation of 2.8% in either direction. Sampling errors for Subgrauirs will be Jarger than for the
entire sample but will be "tolerable” for subgroups a8 small as 200 {(an error margin of 46.9%). |

The maximum sampling error for the New York City sample of 492 respondents is +4.4% at the 95%
confidence level, - » .

Unfortunately, there are several other possible sources of error in all polls or surveys that are probably
more serious than theoretical calculations of sampling errcer.  They include refusals to be interviewed {(non-
response), question wording and question order, interviewer bias, weighing by demographic control data (all
data in the current survey are unweighted) and screening (e.g., for likely voters) It is dlfﬁcult or impossible
1o quantify the errors that may result from these factors.

This statement conforms to the principles of disciosure of the National Council on Public Polls,

BEF
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Remarks of President Willlam J. Clinton
Commerce Bank
Kansas City, Missouri
June 14, 1994

"

" 1 have come to the heart of America to talk about the values that brought us all here:
Faith and family; work and responsibility; commuenity and opportunity,

Last week, Americans 100k a8 journey of remembrance, 1o honor the sacrifices a
generation made for frcedom. | came home from Normandy with a senewed sense, which 1
hope you share, of the work we must do in our time o preserve and to use our freedom for

gencralions (0 come.

Those who won World War 11 and who rebuilt our country were driven by the
bedrock values that have made America strong. Now, facing the dawn of a new century, we
must use those same valucs 1o light the path ahead But our challenge is different. For
today, we must restore faith in basic principles that those before us could take for granted —-
the bond of family, the virtuc of community, the dignity of work. :

Mo single public concorn poses this challenge more starkly than our welfare system.
For there is no greater gap between our people’s good intentions and our policy's misguided
consequences than in welfare. Ouresystem was started for the right common purposc of
helping those who have fallen by the wayside. But it has resulied in the perversion of the
very values people need to put themselves back on track,

We must no longer tolerate the gap between our policies and our values. We must -
repair the damaged bond between our people and their government. That is why | say again:
We must end welfare as we know it

In a few days, [ will send Congress my plan to replace a system based on welfarc
with a system based on work, The Work and Responsibility Act of 1994 will make welfare
what # was meant to be: @ sceond chance, not a way of life.

I worked on this problem for vears before [ hecame President, with other governors
and members of Congress in both parties. 1 worked on it with people who were on welfare —
~ lots of them. Let mc say 10 anvonc who wishes to join in this debate: If you want to
know what's wrong with welfare, listen to the people on it. The people who want to change
the welfare system most are the people who arc trapped by it

Here today, 1 met a dozen parents who used to be on welfare but now gt up every
moring and go to work in factorics, small businesses, and hanks like this one. People like
Yolanda Magee, a single mother trying to raise hor fwowyear-oki son without any child



support, who left welfare to work for a living. Most people on welfare want 1o do exactly
what she has done -~ get off welfare, go back to work, and do right by their kids.

People who can work ought to go to work, and get a pay check, not a welfare check.
I you can do that here in Kansas City, we can do it all across this country.

We must begin with responstbility. Governments don't raise children, parents do. Our
plan includes the toughest child support eaforcement measures ever proposed. We're going
after the $34 billion child support gap in this country by saving to absent parents: If you're
not providing for your children, wo'll garnish your wages, suspend your license, track you
scross state lines, and if necessary, make some of you work off what you owe, We can't lot
fathers just up and walk away.

Responsibility also means rewarding responsible parents. Now, the systom does just
the opposite: it actually pays teen parents more to move out than (o stay at home, That's
crazy. Teen parents ought o live at home, stay in school, and take responsibility for their
and their children's futures,

We have to change the signals we're sending the next gencration, The rate of
ilegitimacy in this country has quadrupled since Daniel Patrick Moynihan first called it to our
attention nearly 30 years ago. At the rate we're going, within a decade more than half our
children will be born into homes where there has been no marriage,

We raust keep people from the need to go on welfare in the first place. Together, we
must undertake a national campaign against teen pregnancy, to send the powerful message
that it is wrong for teens 1o have children outside marriage. We will never find a substitute
for the American family. No nation ever has,

Even if we strengthen our familics, no system will ever do the job unless it is rooted
in onc basic goal: getting people who can work back to work.  For work is the bost social
program this country has cver deviscd. Work gives hope and structure and mceaning to our
lives. Every one of us would be lost without it.

We'll offer poople on welfare a simple compact: We'll help them get the skills they
need. But after two years, anyore who can work will have 1o go to work, in the private
sector if possible, in a subsidized job if necessary.

This plan will let communities do what's best for them, not what somebody back in
Washington says 18 best for them., We'll give communities the chance o put their people to
wOrK ~~= in child carc and home health care and other ficlds we desperately need. We want
every contmunity o do what you've done here in Kansas City, and bring business and civic
leaders together to find people on welfare lasting jobs in the privale scctor,

[



If we want people fo work, we've atso got to reward people for going to work. That's
why we pushed so hard last year to increase the Earned Income Tax Credit, 2 tax cut that will
kelp 15 million familics pull themsclves out of poverty. People who work shouldn't be poor,

That's just onc more reason Congress needs to pass health reform this year to ensurc
all Americans health coverage wherever they work. One million women and children arc on
welfare today because it's the only way they can get health care. Those who choose 1o leave
welfare for jobs without health benefits find themselves in this incredible position: They're
paying taxes that help to pay for health care coverage for those who chose to stay o welfare.
We can't solve the welfare pmblcm unless we also solve the health care problem.

I'm asking Congress to pay f()r welfare reform not by adding to the deficit or imposing
new taxes. We're going to pay for ‘this through spending cuts, as well as savings within the
program from reducing cascloads and cracking down on fraud. Welfare reform costs money,
but over time, it will save money, t00. Even by the most conscrvative estimates, these
changes together will move a million adulls who would otherwise be on welfare into work or
off welfare altogether by the year 2000.

And if we can change the valucs system of our socicty toward work and
responsibility, the full savings over the long haul are more than we can court.  As Pat
Moynihan wrote 25 years ago, "The true issue about welfare is not what it costs the
taxpayers, but what it costs the recipients.”

None of what we propose today will be casy to accomplish. We're irying fo tum
around a prohlem that has been generations in the making, That is why the next generation is
where we must start, They are the ones who must break this awful cycle, Wc can't afford to
lose another gencration arguing over what must be done.

For that reason, ending welfare ought to be 2 bipartisan issee. Over the last 30 vears,
the poor have scen all the political posturing they can take. "I we can heal families, 1 don't
care who gets the credit. Family is where we lcam responsibility for ourselves and those we
fove, and family is where we find faith, dignity, and hope. Those values aren't Republican
values or Democratic values. They're American values.

I once had a hearing when 1 was a governor, and brought in people on welfare from
all aver America who had found their way to work. The woman from my state who testificd
was asked, what's the best thing about being off welfare and in a job? Without blinking an
eve, she looked at the governors and said, "When my boy goes 1o school and they say what
does your mother do for a living, he can give an answer,”

We owe every child in America the chance to give that answer. Today, the end of
welfare must begin.
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THE PRESIDENT: Good morning. I am on my way to Blair
House to host an all-day meeting that ig a bipartisan working session
on welfare reform. We will have members of Congréess, governors, and
local officials there from all acress our country. I am determined
to work with them to pass welfare reform. I think it is perhaps the
mast pressing social problem we face In ouyr countyry, and the time has
come for Congress tg act,

As I sald in the State of the Union, what we need in
welfare reform iz a New Covenant of opportunity and respongibility.
People on welfare who can work should go to work. Parents who owe
child support should pay it. Governments don't raise children,
people do. And we must have a national campaign against teenage
pregnancy ang births outside marriage.

If we're going to end welfare, let’s do 1t right, We
should require work and responsibility, but we shouldn’t cut pecple
off just because they'rs poor or young Or unmarried.’ We should
promote responsibility by requiring young mothers to live at home or
in proper supervised settings and to finish school. But we shouldn't
put them or their children cut on the street.

I have worked on this issue sgince 1980. I Know that the
people who want to change welfare most are those who are trapped on
it,

Yasterday, in preparation for this maeeting, I met with
four former welfare mothers who have managed to free themselves from
the system. I listened again to the stories of psople who have had
great difficulty in trying te get the kind of support they need to
get off of welfare, people who did not want to go on in the first
place ang were anxiocus to be off of it. I know that most pecple who
are trapped in walfare will gladly take the work options if we can
work out the sygtem in the proper way. I also know that those who
don't want to do the responsible thing must be required to do so.

But our job in the end is not to tear anybody down and
not to use this issue to divide America, but to build people up, to
liberate them, to give them the capacity they need to compete and win
in this new sconomy. The American people want us to put politics
aside and to get this done for our country. I am committed to doing
it, and I believe the people who are coming to this meeting this
morning are committed as well.

Wish usg well., Thank you very much,
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TALKING POINTS
WELFARE REFORM WORKING SESSION

* Thank you for taking time away from your families to be here this weekend. This
is such an impressive group, 1 think it will be worth your while. I mostly want to listen this
morning, and hear what you think needs to be done. But let me say a few things up front,
and ask the Vice President to say a word as well, ‘

* First, let me say that | believe this is the most important social problem we {ace as
a country. | don't sce how we can go on as a country if the percentage of births outside
marriage keeps growing at the rate Senator Moynihan says it might, if the welfare system
continucs (o foster dependence instead of independence, and if the government's response 1o
these problems 1§ 80 miuch at odds with the American people's basic values.

* Becond, I believe we can do this, in an honest, bipartisan way. Scven years ago,
many of us in this room worked with a Republican White House, a Democratic Congress, and
a bipartisan group of governors to pass the Family Support Act. The landscape may have
changed, but 1 think we ¢an do the same thing sgain. The Amcrican people without regard (o
race, region, or panty agree on what needs 10 be done, and there's no reason why we can't too.
We have an historic opportunity to come together and deal head—on with this problem ~— and
we'd better not lat politics mess it up.

* Third, | want to applaud all of you for what you're doing in your own states and
here in Washington to advance this national debate, T know Clay Shaw is already hard at
work in his subcommitice, and the governors are going to discuss this issue at their winter
meeting, and that's good. It's about time we had a national debate on this issue, and put a
spotlight not only on the urgency of the welfare crisis, but on the innovative things that so
many of you around the country are doing.

* Finally, | hope we'll always remember why we're doing this. 1 have worked on this
issue for 14 years, and 1 have always found that the most articulate eritics of the current
system are the people on it. Yesterday, 1 met with four young women who have managed 10
get themselves off welfare and into work, and every onc of them said the same thing: It's a
lousy, demedning, burcaucratic system that did a good job of making them feel bad but did
nothing to belp them get off welfare and back to work. As we do this, we have to do right
by the taxpaycers, but also by the people on welfare who really want 1o get off it.

* This monying, we're going to talk about four big questions ~- how 10 move people
from welfare o work, how 1o make sure both parents take responsibility, how to reduce teen
pregnancy and births outside marriage, and how 1o give the states more flexibility in a way
that will produce better results, Pm going to ask the governors 10 lead off cach discussion,
and encourage the rest of you to jump in.

* | hope we can talk about where we agree, and where we still have work 1o do.
And 1 kope that as this debate goes forward in the weeks and months o come, we ¢an work
together without regard to party to finally get this done for the country.



TALKING POINTS
NGA LEADERSHIP MEETING
Diecember 8, 1994

* Thank you for coming here to talk with us about welfare reform, health reform, the
Balanced Budget Amendment, and other issues. | hope we can work together across party
lines in the coming months to have a real contest of ideas that will be good for the country.

* One of the things I miss most about being a governor is the real spirit of
bipartisanship and working together to solve problems that is thriviog in state capitols across
the country but is not s0 common here in Washington, Whatever ¢lse they said in the
elections, the American people made clear that they are tired of partisan wrangling and
pointing fingers. They want us to put country over party, and just get the job done.

* [ want to work closcly with all of you becavse | feel that without regard to party,
we have a great deal of common ground:

* As a former governor, I'm a big believer in state flexibility, We've given 9
waivers on health care and 20 on welfare reform ~~ more than cither of my
predecessors did in his term -~ and [ want to keep up the push to free you from
federal red tape.

* Like you, 1 want 1o see the federal deficit come down ~— and | am looking
forward to getting back the linc-item veto. But 1 also don't want Washington to do fo
you in the "%0s what it did to us all in the 80s, with a lot of fancy bookkeeping that
just shifts new costs down to the state level,

* Finally, I believe that no matter how hard politicians in Washington may try
to take credit, we'll never really solve any of these problems if all we do is make it
harder for you to make progress on them in the states, where the rubber hits the road.

* So | hope that we can work together and agree that whether we're talking about a
welfare reform bill or a health reform bill or a balanced budget amendment, if it's not a good
deal for the states, chances arc it's not a good -deal for the country ~- and we'd better change
it so that it 18 one,



* Today, I'd like to talk in particular about welfare reform, which is going to be a top
priority for my Administration and the country in the next year. It's about time we had a
national debate on this issue, and put a spotlight so! only on the urgency of the welfarc crisis,
but on the innovative things that so many of you around the country arc doing.

* [ think our fundamental goal in welfare reform is to prove to the hard—working
people of this country that we're putting their government back tn line with their values ——
work, responsibility, family —— and also that we're not just doing whatever sounds good
politically, we're really taking the problem head on.

* When we sit down to hammer out a welfare reform bill, we should ask ourscives:
Will it move people from welfare to work? Will it make parents take responsibility for
paying their child suppont? Will it strengthen the family in this country, not divide families
or harm children? And at the end of the day, will it make it casier for states to try new
approaches and not just leave you o pick up the picces and pick up the tab?

* 1 want to ask you to help me start this national conversation, by coming back herc
to Washington next month for a bipartisan national summit on welfare reform, similar to the
cconomic conference we hekl two years ago in Littic Rock, Gov. Thompson and Gov. Dean,
[ hope you and your fead governors on welfare reform {Carper and Engler) will fake part,

* The purpose of this sunimit will be 10 make clear that welfare reform should be o
the very top of the country's agenda, and that we should do whatever it takes to find a real,
lasting, bipartisan solution.

* 1 sec it as an opportunity to educate the public about the issue by listening to those
who know most about it -~ governors like you, local officials, cxperts, success stories, and
most important, people on welfare who want to work, parents who want their children to get
their child support, and taxpayers who want a govemment that reflects their values.

* It will also be a chance for us to put country over party, and do what we s0 seldom
do herc in this town, which is reach outside Washington to solve real problems,

* 1 hope we and our staffs can work together in the months ahead to do what's best
for citizens of the states and the couniry. '



—

M"m

-

9 " TALKING POINTS
NGA MEETING
Monday, January 39, 1995

* 1 want to thank you for coming here last night and again this morning. | always
enjoy it when the governors come to town because it is such a refreshing doparture from the
partisanship that too often dominates debate here in Washington, QOut there at the front lines,
you know that the real problems we face are not partisan, and neither are the solutions.

* This morming, I hope we can talk about one of the most pressing social problems
we face, which is welfare dependency. Across the country, Americans without regard to
party, income, or region agree that the welfare systemn is badly broken, and it's time to make
welfare what it was mcant to be: a second chance, not a way of life,

* On Saturday, we had an extraordinary meeting at Blair House with some of you
and with leaders from Congress in both parties.  If Washington approached cvery issue with
the same honest good faith all parties showed this weckend, the American people would be a
fot happier about the way their government does business. It was a great start to what [ hope
will continue to be a bipartisan effort with the states, the White House, and the Congress 10
praduce a sweeping welfare reform bill,

* Without regard to party, we agrecd on several areas where we would like to see
fundamental reform:

1. We agreed on the need for more flexibility at the state and local level. T've given
more wailvers 10 more states than any President in history, but Gov, Thompson, Gov. Dean,
and I agreed on Saturday that we should end this waiver business altogether ~- and find a
way states can 1ry ncw things without having to ask permission from some bureaucrat in
Washingion.

2. We agreed that the number one goal of reform is to move people to work. States
should have flexibility on how to do that, but the bottom line has to be, anyone who can
work should have o go 1o work.

3. We agreed that we nced the toughest possible national laws on ¢hild support
enforcement. A third of the cases cross state lines, and Republican and Democratic governors
agreed that the federal government has to set high standards and help track down parents who
don't pay the child support they owe. Governments don't raise children; people do.

4. Wec agreed that,we nced 1o take on the problem of births outsidc marriage, and
especially teen pregnancy. In my State of the Union, I called for a national campaign against
tecn pregnancy. On Saturday, Gov. Carper told me that he was going to launch a similar
campaign in Delaware. | want every one of you to use your bully puipit, too. We've got to
let young people know that it is wrong to get pregnant or father a child before you're ready to
raise and love that child.



5. And finally, we agreed that there is a national interest in the weil~being of
children. We can't punish innoecent children for the mistakes of their parents.

* There were some open questions, such as what specific national requirements and
objcctives we should have, what performance standards we should set, and what performance
mcentives we can give fo reward states that do well, We also talked about whether we
should experiment with the kind of swaps that Sen. Nancy Kassebaum has suggested.

* These are important and difficult questions, and there will be 2 lot of back and
forth in Congress before this is over. But what | want 1o say fo you this moring is, we can
do this. We have done it beforc. 1 remember coming 1o an NGA mecting eight years ago 1o
pass a welfare reform policy, and then working closcly with a Republican White House and a
Democratic Congress to turn the NGA policy into law.

* 'We have an historic opportunity this year to end welfare in a way that requires
work and responsibility, gives states more flexibility, and lifts people up, not tears them
down. I want 10 work with you and the Congress without regard to party to get it done.



THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

Internal Transcript January 26, 1995

TELEPHONE INTERVIEW OF THE PRESIDENT
BY USA TODAY

The Oval Office

3:28 P.M. ESY
THE PRESIDENT: Hello?

¢ Good aftsrnoon, siy, it's Judy Keene, how are you?

THE PRESIDENT: I'm fine. You want Lo go hack to
Rothan's store?

@ I'n ready when vou are.
THE PRESIDENT: How's your father doing?

2 The surgery's Monday morning. Thanks for asking,
sir. I appreciate it. It's kind of scary.

THE PRESIDENT: Good luck.

Q Yes, you know what's it's like having been there
with your mom.

THE PRESIDENT: VYes.

) With me on the line is Leslie Phillips, who's
covering welfare reform for us on the Hill., I'm going to ask the
first guestion, and then let her have at you. Is that okay, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: Sure.

s Thanks., Tell us first, I guess, whalt's vour botton
line on what nust be in a welfare reform package.

THE PRESIDENT: I want a system that promotss more
reaponeibility, but that 1ifts people up, that promotes work over
welfare and promotes responsible parenting over just having children,
that reduces teen pregnancy. I think it should be toughey in terms
of its requirements for child support. And I think it should support
responsible conduct. I think it should give the states more
flexibility generally, the way we've tried to do here for the last
two vears. You know, we've gliven 23, 24 states significant freedon
to get out from under federal rules and regulations to try their own
ways at putting people to work and tryiny to break the welfare cycle.
T think we should keep trying.

Q Let me turn it over t¢ Leslie, if I may, sir,
Q How do you do, Mr. President.
THE PRESIDENT: Hello.

g Let me just ask you whather it -~ ¢an you say that
you will insist bottom line no population, whether they're legal
sliens or unwed teen nmothers, are summairily cut off AFDC? Would you
we {inaudible} ~— commitment?

Sy
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THE PRESIDENT: Let we say, I will say exactly what I
said in the State of the Union speech. My principles are that
anybody's who's drawing public assistance ought to have to bs moving
toward independence. If they'ye children, they cught to be going to
school and either living at home ©r in some other responsible
supervised setting. And If they're adults, they ought te ke moving
toward work. And to me that's the most inportant thing. I don't
think that we should be cutting -- for example, I don't think
teenagers should be cut ¢ff because they have had a child. I think
that thay should be moving from welfare to work.

I have said elsewhere that I supported giving the waiver
to New Jersey, letting the state of New Jersey make the declsion they
did to see if it would cut down on the caselecad to limit benefits
after the first c¢hild was born -~ 1f the -~ out of wedlock. The
states should have some flewibility. )

But bhasically, you know, we're going to have a meeting
on Saturday, and we're going to sit and talk about all these things.
I'm going to do my best to figure out -- to learn in as great a
detail as I can where all the governors are, where the House
Republlicans and Democrats are in the Senate, and see if we can, you
know, reach some agrazement heare, .

Q Tell me exactly what are your expectatiocns for the
Saturday meeting?

THE PRESIDENT: Well =~
Q Specifically.

THE PRESIDENT: My first expectation is that I will get
to hear the positions of all the partiss with as much clarity as
possible. And we'll be able to ldentify where we agree, what the
points of disagreement are, whether ths disagreement is a matter of
principle or a matter of money. And then perhaps we can agree on =--
thaen I hope we'll be able Lo agree on a system of dialogue so that we
can keep working through it.

¢ How, do you think w-

THE PRESIDENT: My perception is, based on what I've
heard is that there is still significant disagreements even among
Republicans in the House and the Senate and perhaps among the
Democrats as well, but that is to be expected. They haven't really
had a lot of long, drawn-out conversations as nearly as I can tell,
working together. So I want to try to get a sense about where they
all are, tell them -- respond to what their ideas are, restate what
my basic prineiples are, and then see if we can set up a nmechanism
for working through this. ’

Q Ckay, s¢ you're not saying that you ~-- that there
will be sort of a consensus out of this meeting.

THE PRESIDENT: No, in fact, I would expect that there
wouldn't be, I mean, I think that ~~ I think there will be a :
consensus on some things, but I think -~ what I think now is, most
folks are reading about other people’s positiong in the press reporis
pecause the Senate and the House, for example, ars in the process of
working through their own budget requirements. And the governors are
gtill == they're coming up here and I hooe they'll come up with a -~
T hope they'll be able to reach a hipartisan position in the National
scovernors Association as they typleally asave in the past.

¢ They're cextalinly goirg to try.

 MORE



THE PRESIDENT: And that will help, I think. If they
can do it -- if they can come up with a position, I think that will
help.

Q Let me ask you this, they're moving very rapidly,
as you know, in the House. The bill is on a fast track. They have
drafted much of it, I think, already. Do you think that -- and some
pecple, in fact, some members of the committee, have said that
they're moving ahead because this meeting is late and they're not
sure what will come out of it. I mean, do you see that as a problem
that the House is moving ahead --

THE PRESIDENT: No.
Q -- and the train may have already left the station?

THE PRESIDENT: No. I mean, we were prepared to meet
earlier and not all the parties could. And I think the most
important thing is, no matter what the House does, the Senate still
has to act. And then they have to reconcile the two bills, and then
it has to come to me and I have to act. So there's a lot to be done
yet.

We have frequently seen in the Congress that one house
will decide whatever it takes to get a majority and send it to the
other and then see what happens. It's especially in the case of the
House where they are able to pass bills and send them to the Senate
and then see what happens. Sometimes it happens the other way
around. Like when the Senate passed the crime bill in a hurry, sent
it to the House and it took them a while to act on it.

Q When you were a govern2r, you worked very closely
with Tommy Thompson on this whole idea of more flexibility for the
states, particularly, vis a vis, welfare reform. <Can I conclude from
that that you support the general concept of block granting these
anti-poverty programs that, you know, as Republicans are envisioning
now in the House?

THE PRESIDENT: You can conclude from that that I think
the states ought to have a lot more flexibility in running the anti-
poverty programs. '

Q But then putting into a law -~

THE PRESIDENT: But there's a whole -- you know, the
idea of the block grant, the problem with it is if you fix the amount
of the block grant, it'll help some states and hurt others in ways
that the present program deoesn't. And so I think we have to -- we
just have to consider what the consequences are.

I like -- generally I like -- in general I like block
grants and I like flexibility to the states. But you have to move
beyond the general to the specifics in each area, whether it's
welfare or the housing area or anything else to see exactly what the
specific impacts are going te be.

And in the case of welfare, since some states have
declining caseloads, and other states have increasing caseloads,
whatever we do ought to be fair to all the states involved.

Q But you are not -~ you do not immediately object to
.the idea that these anti-poverty programs will be subject to the
appropriations process every year?

THE PRESIDENT: I do not -- no, what I do not want to do
is to foreclose the purpose of my meeting by answering all the
questions that you're asking me before I even have the meeting. But
what =-- what I am generally -- I am committed to giving the states a

han -
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lot more flexibility in operating the welfare programs and some of
the other anti-poverty progranms.

I think the food stamp program, for example, works well
the way 1t is. It has low administrative coste, it offsets the _
impact of recessions, it has been a success. I think Senator Dole
feels the same way, if you'd ask him.

Q Is there any =-- can you put any kind of -- you say
you agree on state flexibility, but can you put any kind of a
restriction in terms of some sort of national standard. For example,
there's been discussion of a national minimum benefit level. People
are concerned about the safety net issue. What is your =--

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I said in my speech that I thought
there were certain national interests in all these poverty programs,
I thought we had a national interest in seeing that pregnant women
and thelr children had appropriate nutrition. I thought we had a
national interest in seeing that children had access to
immunizations. I thought we had a national interest in making sure
that the policies of welfare promoted work and responsible parenting.
I mean, there are certain national interests that I am interested in
promoting, but I don't want to get -- I want to listen to this
debate. I don't want to get right now into it =-- hung up on the
terminology of how the grants are. All T can tell you is, if you
have a flat block grant, it will help th:= states with declining
welfare caseloads and potentially really hurt the states with
increasing welfare caseloads. And the iampact of that needs to be |
fully known by the states that'll be heled, as well as the states
that'll be hurt.

Q Are you prepared to insist though that the -- in
terms of these national standards, that states are protected during
periods of economic stress within a block grant?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I would certainly hope that --
that's one of the reasons of course that I want to have this meeting.
I mean, I can't believe that the states, without regard to whether
they have Republican or Democratic governors, would say that it's
totally irrelevant to me what my caseload is and whether my economy
is down or my economy is up.

Q And what's your idea for providing states that
security?

THE PRESIDENT: That's why I'm having =-- look, I'm going
to have this meeting; I've worked on this for years --

Q No, don't you want to tell us? (Laughter.)

THE PRESIDENT: -- you are trying to foreclose ny
meeting and provoke another set of controversy before we can meet.

Q Mr. President, we want you to make news.

THE PRESIDENT: 1I'm trying to minimize controversy and
maximize cooperation, consistent with these principles. And that's
what I'm going to keep doing. It is impossible for all this work to
be done if we all stake out positions in advance which guarantee that
all we're going to have is a blood-letting. I tried to be as clear
as I could in the State of the Union about the principles I want in
welfare reform, what areas I thought we had a national interest in
promoting. And I think that I was pretty clear there. I don't have
much to add to what I said until after I hear the meeting.

. Q All right, let me just ask you one last guestion,
and that is that given your commitment to welfare reform, would you
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say that you're in a political situaticn where you'd have to sign
whatever Congress passes?

THE PRESIDENT: No. I'm committed to it because I think
it's an important part of the New Cavenant. I don't think that -« I
think that, as I said in my speech, I think massive majorities,
nearly every Amerlcan, without regard to income, race or region,
believes that the welfare system undermines our basic values and
ought to promote both more responsibility and more opportunity, It
deesn't have enough of either one. 8o I am going to be working as
hard as I <¢an to get a bill I can sign, but not for the reason you
said. I have been working on this since we got a demonstration
prodect in 1980 in my state. '

Q T understand.,

THE PRESIDENT: I care about this. This is something I
care a 1ot about., I think I know a lot about it. And I undsrstand
that part of this welfare debate now is caught up in other
considerations -~ you know, how o Xeep promises the new
Congressional majority made on the tax cuts without exploding the
budget, for example., But in the end, if we'lre going to do this I
think the American psople want to do somathing that promotes both
more opporiunity and mors responsibility. They want to ses peopls
out there succeeding in thelr lives and not on the dole. And that's
what wa're going to try to do.

G But your not for closiag the possibility of a veto
if the bill looks bad to you?

THE PRESIDENT: I think it would be irresponsible for a
President ever to foreclose on an option. But I also don't want this
to be written ag a threat. I mean, I am going into this in good
faith. I want them to ¢go into it in good faith. We have a
deliberate process that has to be -- that we go through., Evean if thes
11l passed the Heouse tomorrow, the bill would have to pass the
Senate, then the two bills would have to be reconciled, then I would
have to make my judgement on it. Bo we've got a good ways toe go, and
I dust -~ I think the American people should be excited that, a, this
is going to be dealt with seriously, and, b, we're starting out with
an honest discussion with one another acrosg party lines. That's the
main message of this megting on Saturday -- that we're Lrying to work
it out,

President Clinton, this is Kesne, at the risk of
irritating your staff, I have to ask a news of the day guestion.

THE PRESIDENT: W®hat's the news of the day?
Q Well, with the Mexican Peso ==
THE PRESIDENT: Super Bowl?

' Q ~w now, you thought I was going to ask Super Bowl.
With the Mexican Pese thing in trouble on the Hill, help me tell our
readers, the real pecple out there in the world, why they should
support your position on this, what it means to them.

THE PRESIDENT: Okay. First of all, the Mexican
financial orisis is important to the American people bhecause a
healthy Mexican economy sustains three quarters of a million American
1obs, $40 billion in trade =~ they're our third biggest trade
partners. Secondly, it reduces the pressure toward illegal
immigration. Thirdly, if Mexico has a real economic proklem it will
spread to other countries in Latin America that are part of our
rrading system, and are part of our well being.
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The important thing is, we shouldn't bail them out, wve
shouldn't give them with a gift or foreign aid or even a loan. This
is -- we're cosigning a note with good collateral. So it is a risk
that is properly covered, and it is in our interest to de so,
especially since the long-term trerds are good. They tock a lot of
short-term debt and the international financial markets, which are
highly volatile, basically over-moved against them, excessively I
‘think. And wa'vre just trying to stabilize the situation with a note
-= cosigning a note that's got good collateral.

Q Thank you, sir.
THE PRESIDENT: Thank you.
Q You peen watching any of the 0.J. stuff?

THE PRESIDENT: No, I've seen scme of it channel
surfing, but I hadn't seen much. lIfve baen busy here.

Q Thank you, Mr. Presideat.
g Thanks, ¥r. President, apprsesciate it a lot.
THE PRESIDENT: Good-bye.

END 3:45 P.M. EST
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‘THE PRESIDENT: Good morning. This &a%ning I, want to,. e
talk about how much we can accomplish when we work in a- $§zrzt of
 caoperation. Once again this week demonstrated, that, Democrats . and

?apuﬁlma&nﬁ can come together to break*grldlaak when they. put tha ‘§“ .o
Argrican peagle f&rst. R v}f_. 1§‘e%f%§ ‘»ié f L
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T Qur mlsszon here is to. xeepvthe‘hn&rlaan Dream al*ve ‘or
all out g&opla, £o grow the:middle,.class: andsshrink: ‘thes underslass;® .
to promote the mainstream values- ‘of work and, family, community, * andf
looking out -for the future of our chiildren; . to reform government t
meet the challenges ve face. There's aagraat“debata here: about hnwf
‘to change government.: On ohe side is’ the' old ¥iew ‘that big, one- ' -
slze~fits-all government can fix all’ Qur big: prablams.» Oon the -other
“is the view that,government -is the.source -of, allrour prwblams.. In
“the raal world ‘that's.a false cholce.'“ S ;‘,“wi“ S Lo

: TR R s - AR e
- . Wa must go.beyond the old way af bmg guvarnmant and *he '
new rage of no -government to. the, idea of qovarnmant as a. partnar =="a"
‘partner that works to expand epporiunity while, shrlnkzng buraaucxacy,
“to empower people to make the. most of thezr awnilzvasfthraugh .
reducation and tralnlng, and "to-enhancesour seaurxty ‘on. our ‘streets: -
‘and .around the .world. 'That's what I. believe: ‘and.X bali&va mast;)

. -Americans feel that way tan . A %k>*“. ¥ . L
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- " ‘In shoft, I believe. thatyfedaraz ‘goverrment must'be a
HAVIQY. w- O aannat be.a sav1cr,’bat must pnot it on.the s;dalxnaa.

L For ouy futurs:we need. a qovernﬁent tﬁa hezpsaa54»a Create more .~
opportunity, ‘but demands nmore resganszbiliﬁy Lrom’ally our &ztxzensgc .
That's what I m&aﬁ by the New Covenant appertanzty*aad» ot P
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) v &espxta real aszerances setwaan Rapublia&nﬁ and "ol

Democrats, we sear progress on thrae _proposals.t have, supported far'
many. years -- proposals that I advaca;eé wﬁen;:¥r3n3foraPr&sL&ant.?
" All of them impose more+respcn51b111ty‘an the' fadaral gmvarnmant.n,u»‘*-‘
}&.mi it's high t:mza. A £ S SeRn L :
f 5 ; -*,'I»,a ) ,""1,:""“;‘ »f"é "’1'% o L .
Flrst, Congress passed’a‘hlllf wh;chmiawas pruud g T
‘sxgn requiring Congress to live by the laws ‘it 1mpcses'on tHe. et
private sector.. Second, last week .in the Rose’ Garden. right outside”
Ahe Oval Office where.I'm Speaklng now,*I was, pleasedmﬁo,signfanother
bill which for the first time limi s“tha ablllty of Congress.'to pass
laws which impose unfunded mandates.on ‘state, and, local governments.,
As a former governor, -1° know, this pill will make“a bigwdlffarance in,
the ability Of state’and lecal governments o lmprova the "Lives  ofL "
our pecple without havzng Washlngton te}l gh&m hmwata spend; the tax-

aollars you. $@nd th&m* x'; R ﬁffg. b ﬁy,=o,y s ﬂ: “”;«a;‘
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Thzrd last week the Senate p&saeﬁ a*lxﬁathgm wetol . o
nave ‘favored thzs power for presidents, .no matter.what ‘their party,} .
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ungustxfzed but which today ‘can be hmﬁéen in camprahenszva bills- the;
‘president has % sign.. Now that t&e line~item Vveto in, samﬁ,versién;ya
has passed both Houses of ‘Congress, I’ urge members from  botht partzas e,
to resolve their differences, pass a unified bill -and .send it to me.
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Then the 1zne~1te& veto aan pat aur peapla ahea& af pqgﬁ, s T i*g
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La&t week, we saw some prcgress on another axnclal iBgue
-w welfare reform. We saw that we can find common ground, but we ara
not all the way there yet. In my radio. address. 1ast waek, I ta,ked

L about the need to have tougher child support ehforcement,. to demanﬁ z«‘,

. that parents take responsibility for their own children. and niot. let
parents off the hook or make the t&xpayer& pick up the tab for their
‘neglect. - If allrthe child sapport in America that®is. owed was gald,,v
e caalé move 800, Q&& famllxas off the welfaraircll.;:. _@»flf“f L
‘e . . 5'<-‘, »«‘;a," .
wooon I*m please& that. m&&xars of the Hause in. bwth partzas ;
. responded "to. my position on tougher.child, support”enfar&&ment. They ’
voted by 426 to 5 to adopt.a provision from .my welfare reform bill A
that calls upon states to-deny driver's llc&nses and, professional, ., -
licenses to deadbeat parents.-- pecple who awe Chlld support: and. can,

pay 'it, but don't. .:The-House has now adopted’ every wajor childr" ;.

L
-

support element in my welfare reform. bill. s“If the Senate wzll’fallov .

suit, we!ll mount the taughagt crackdown on, deadbeat parants -aver ‘and

wzll hel P- mmra ahlldran, taa., LR T O £ I I EUIU DU
L L E - . ‘('“ -3 ot n‘h‘ ,,1 R - -‘5‘}“ k3 raa LR ‘,"‘ .‘
- * w%‘»'.,.l. . ,‘,?b’i!, iy L"HJ? SRR Y -

BN

But we hava to da more to promate reayaxamhla parentzng‘
Othar provisions of the House'bill wonld -actually make it harder for

. many pecple to get off and stay ©0ff welfare, + And the bill doesn't,
really doanything 0 promwte»wcrk, lndeaag‘zt xemnvea any’realt.” . -+
responsibility for states to help people gain.the’ traxning and skills,
they need to get.and keep jolis. JIt . even cuts, chxlﬁ care for werkmng
peaple sﬁxugglzﬁg te hmld down, jobs and stay off welf§re. e, QL_

: I cmmmend tha Dem&wxats 1n the H&nse«for votlng PR

unanmmausly for an alternative bzll sponaared oy - Cangraﬁsman Nathan:
Deal wf Georgl& because it was. toughax anfwcrkar&qulremants,{battar*

T " for ‘children,and'did more: tospronote respons;bla parénting. :IThw’ -,

locking forward to working thh~Rapu&li¢ans ahd- Democrats .to really
end welfare -as we, know it, makzng sure p&opza earn 2 paycheck, not’a

Loy -

walfare ah&ak, that they move .from dep&&&enca ta~zn§&penden¢a.,‘x,;_
- < Toeer TN T g g T e e TS NG e T
. L alﬁa want to cautzuﬁWthe mambers of.the, House 'to try.

to tmne dcwn the rhetoric, . It gct a- llttl& raugh last. week and &, ',

little too perssonal and' ‘partisan.’ &ftax a}l,wallzkﬁarlcana want to..

- change the welfare system; no'American wants) ta .continge.a &ystem“

%

that doesn't pzommte work’ and rasyanaxble parantzng ;; - «w‘»
< - ; E Tam KRV ’ '
AP  + evarythlng wa%dc wa must b&%working o, axpanafﬁéeuw .

"

‘middle’ class,gtm shrink the %n&arclags,«and to- gx&matef%h@se valueS;ﬁ
of family and work, camm&nzty and . Tooking out -for ‘the future: of. our,

s kids. I hope wa'll ‘be .bacK in’ the Rose Garden while, it's still ;“

. Spring to sign. even moré, bllls”iﬁto law;that h&lp R&gtﬁ do%those ﬁv
tﬁlngs. Guided by the values that. have - always k&gt*aa ‘strong, ‘we’ can
.work tageth&r to-help all> our’ peaple jearn a fa}rfshot at the. Am@rlcan
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(Editorial meeting continued)

things go through periods of time. vou -
know, I'ee been reading biographies of all
my predecossors and the first person whe
was ever really pilloried in a bitterly per-
sonal way was Jefferson,
for president in 180G they said i would the
end of sur Christian way of §fe i Jefferson
wers alected president, the whole value
strusture of Amerivg would break doan,

. that we conldn't go on as 8 country and,

_you know, we managed w survive Thomas
Jefferson ., . The only difference today is,
-that there is the elertronic media, the sort
of explosion of information acrogs the
whole political scens gt one time. . .. | just
have to deal with world as I find §t and
keep trying to press shead. But it's always
bees true. You look st Harry Truman, for
gxarnple, a way hero in World War 1, ter-
minated Werld War 11, set up afl the
mechanisms of the Cold War era and his

job approval rating was somewhere in the -

high 20's when he started running for the
slection in 1948, . He wag always pushing,
he knew jt wax 2 time when people had to
‘ehange. He gaid snee that part of his job

. was trying to get people to do things they

dide't quite want t¢ Ge and 1 just think if
wou do that and vou zort of break &kt of
eggs to make your omelet, you have ts be,
prepared to deal with the consequences. 1
don't eare about any of that. My only con-

‘e i to be able o communivate with the -

Amerizan people. I | couid deal with that,

the rest of it will take gare of itself, History

will be the fingl judge of all this.

4

»»»»»»»»»»»»» -

Q.. How do you morslly square passing
2 erims bill withowt a resis} fustiee clause
{2 provision that would permit death penal-
{x defentdants io use statistics Lo prove ra-
ciul biash? .

A, Well, first of all the evidence is the
racial discrimination in America is rooted
in the rave of the victim more than the race

-of the defendant and that wis Lhe case be-
fore the Supreme Court of the United
States in which the court voted by & nur-

row margin hot to overturn & death penal- |

ty conviction. . .. T would morally square £
because | think more minorities will be
suved by puiting 190,000 cops on the street
and more kids' ives will be zaved by hav-
ing %8 biltlion in prevention. ., Its going &

" revahutionize what a lol of community lead-

ers can do Tor kids. . . There willbe a i
more Africane American and Hispanic and
other minerity kids who will Bee and have
a good safe life becanse of the prevention
money, the 100,000 cops, and the sssault
weapons banned and the most all these

. Whenhe ran-

¢

-

new death penalties add or: 1o the federal

. statite, which we put in by Congress, may

Jead w0 samewhere between four and eight
pesple 2 year being charged capitally un-
der federsl statute . . . Desth penalty laws
and death penalty conviction rates and the
setitences are largely s function of the de-
eigions of jocal prosesutors, state laws and

" juries, not federal law, 50 T don't have any

problem dealing with it, T think we need to
roll on. | supported the racial justice mave-
meni ang 1 mpponm & pempromise,

Wh_ltewater

»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»

Q, Mr. Pmsldent, there’s 5 story in the
' paper about you discussing what to do-
about Whitewater with the nation's top
banking regulator. What exaetly did you
ask him? . _

A. 1 ran into Gene Ludwig over New
Yeur's, at Renaissance weekend, und | said
T wanted to talk to kim about whather

. there were some other experts in resl es-
~ tate Jaw snd other things that might be .

ubie 1o comment publicly o7 this because I

thought so much fmd beer written that

didn’t reflect what actually happened, and

" I said 1wouid get back 1o him, ] fost

passed him in the hall, talked to Joel shout .

i, and he suid *You shoulds't even have
asked Ludwig’ . .. and { said, You're abse-

" futely right.” | saw Ludwiy, and 1 said,

‘trene, forget shout it, you shoulds't even
talk to me ebout this, even sbout cther
peopls,’ and that's all there waz to it.

Q. Some of the states, including this
one, will have experiments that mean te let
things buhble up and see how they wark
out. , .. If we have a two months and then
out fwelfare] rule, which sertainly out-
flanks your program on the right, would

that get a waiver? Is that within the realm

of appropriate experimentation? -
A I dov'twant to comment ont i one
way or another, becguse T haven't reviewed

' the Masgachusetts waiver, Gov. Weld men-

tigned it 10 me very briefly today, and |
think that the Department of HHS is re-

" viewing it

4 W;zhwt commenting o it, hw
much room do you wert o give the siates

; o experiment?

L
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REAARKS BY 'THE PRESTDENY

IH ROUONDTABLE DISMISSION ON WELFARE  REFOBRM

Rivercids Churoh
foNew Tark, "Neaw Yark

15:07 A.M, BEY o -

m

mys FRE&ZEEHT; r now know that T came herea
chauaa aftoar a long holiday weskend ¥ neaeded a ITittle good.
p;agphing Lo wake up far the reat of the week. {Laughtar. )}

! Lat me thapk you, Br. Forbes. for walcoming me here,
ane, DpDr. Washington, for gilwving me tha ohango Just bafors wo
“egan Lo walk through the baputifaul sanctuary upstairs, which T
have heard sbout and Known about for pany yveurs =—- the Lsgendary”
ATOXY of Harry Rusyrson Foagdick and John D, Rookefallier aven made
ltae way Lo me many yobro oge. ‘ .

I want ﬁﬁ thapk SBenator Moynihaoc and Congressman
rRangel for bealng here, an well as Songraoasswonan Nydis velazguez
"Aadt Congreasswosep Carcl Maloney, thasnk you for being here. The
manbars of ehe panel, cthank you all. Y want o aspoclalliy may b
ward of thanks to Scoretary of Heslth and Human Services Donna

+ Sbalals who literally Just got «£f an airpiane this morning from
Beuehh Afyicn, wheaye she went with the Vies Prasidont -- and got
off one atrplane and got on mine sand oams heres. o 1iEf she nods
out duriny. the ceramony —~- {(iauvghter) -« wa will forgive her.

' ; et me get right te businags, I came hare baosune I
wsntaed to know & little aboul what this church is doing and
sonura I wanted 00 saAyY to ¢he penple of New Yoxrk City and Now
 ¥ork whot iz regulred of us Lo Ao boqﬁthar under ﬁhis wal fsyra
r&t&vm A e

; By way of haaquoundf in thea last four veasrg and
mefFore tha law was paggad, bafore the. Law was changsad «- the
wolfare r4lls Iin Americos were raduced by ximost 2.3 millilion, x

receijved Hdust yesterday an analyeis by Lhe Council $E Boonomic
Avigors =« andg that's a record, by the way ~~ the sl faye yolls
chad never gone down by that much i o four-yaary period baflors -—=-
rhe Somnclil of Boonomlc Advigors gayving to'me bthal they thought
ahaut half of the walfare rolls réaduection had oome hecause the
seonomy hasd improvad. wa, after all, ek 11.% mililion new johae
in the lnst four veaars ansd no four-yaar poaried had producad ﬁhaﬁ
many before. Rut about 30 parcent «f these Jobs had
wpatarialized, o this movement had mateoerialized, bhagawws of tho
welfare reform efforts alremsdy goding on iIin 43 staton - figcagele in
the Rtatesa making an exira o8t ES move penple from welfapoa to
work.  And about 20 percant happened for reacons rhat cannat e
1entifiad, But, smang other thingon, we had & 50 pevcent
Incrasags in chilad support collections over The lLast four yearos,
and anything of that magnitude aliwayn snables aome poaople Lo mave
ot Qﬁ £l wal fors ruila and oubk of ohe ranke of poverty.

NOW, thar'q what happensd in the last Four yaenrs.
T the noxi four yeoars ~— ¥ won't go through ali the details of
1i¥, but Seeretary S$halaias and my seaff have provided me with an
anslysia whiceh saye that, in essencd, the welfara raoll 1aw now
snyn thar afrter a caertain amoupt 58 time everyhbody who*sz ablae 4o

MOHEE
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work should ha din che work forve apd, tharefiore, walfave can 't bDe
for a pifettime. And then thers sre all XKinds 4f Yulem snd
recguiationg and reguirenents. But fha Bottom lins i we have Ho
mova ahout 4 million peaple from tho welfare Polles Lo the wark
Yalla in the noext four waare,., That’'s about the same ouwbary of
pecDla wea moved in the last four yeara, hecaanse the avearage
waltfiavre family poetualliy has about 2.%, 2.7 peopla 1n 1.

Mowr, e probiem da ln the isaat faur ymsacrms wie had

1.5 miiltens Jobo. I we can producs 11.5 milliton Jobha fv the
next four yoars watll bhe doing £ine. But weo have to do Lb
without knowing that for asurs!: AnY now ars we going oo & thiat

That:'as what I want to talk about today. And, morae impartantly,
How 8N wa not Just use move reople for a month or two, oy BRras
or four or five oy six monthe, into a 4bb, but how can we helip
paople who have hoeen trapped in 8 culture of depondonca and
Povarty ta move to a culture of indepqnﬁanﬁe, Lfamily, and wornd

T thiok it is fajr o aasuma that whenesvar Yo
roduce the walfare Yoll#, the PAcPls wihio Ave maxt SmpPloyable movs
ot first, Tharafare, the paobhle wie are laft nay be moves
MA1fFsounle o annloy than the oneg wha have alroady mowved, -

E owant o talk about Jusi ﬁhroa or fouyr thionogms ﬁhat
we Antend to aontinus s do, MNomber one, w8 heligwvse that ahild
aupport aollections Wwill continue” to incereangs because we've mado
gignificant chanoes in. the law 4o help us 40 that . .

Humbretr Gwe, wo have askad the Cangress Lo pages a
b1ll which would give anplaovers who hiire peoplis From wealfare ta
worg or who hise single mon off Food stamps, Who have no inaomoe
and get food stampes, inke the work f£ordd would get & 530-poardent.
-hax graedilt fox 8 galaTy OFf up Lo $10,Q00 ., g0 A maxinum Lax
cradit - sevual  raducetion of The tax b1l of B,0048, which in
quite a gignificant ingentive.

' Thirdly, wa resommend funds te states snd to cztias .
ﬁuffioient He areate ahout 380,000 Iobs 1n the public éector over
the naxt L£Our Yesrs.

s

?ﬂurhnly, X woulad reanind you that the exigting law
provides £or now more funds for ohild onre than bafare —- 24
Bililion -~ and coptinuging support for health care foxr paopla whds
have vublic assistance and who mave 1nto ey woark Eoras.

o rpew, in addition to that, if ypou loosk at this
patihern, I aleo wankt to point out that the state has =some
Flaxibility right now. Tha State of New York, #oy sxemple, right.
now, aan offar 1ll or partd of o monethly welfare chank Lo an
emplover a8 2 wage angd training sulisidy 14£ the smpleoves will hitas
Ssomanna OLE woalfare. For a singls man on food stampa, bt with
nd welfare check, the Stote of Naw York aapn <ash out the food
stampsa and give it ] %he employer as a wage and training subsidy
undar the nesw law. )

. Bome ocbabap - &edrataty ‘Bhalala and ¥ will woerk
tagnthwx to give zome statag the f£lamibhility undler the ocld law,
and tha results, the preliminawy TeIults are guite encouragling.
The Stabe of Fiorida has Zust &nnaunced B progian o try this,.

Hiow ara we going o gnt all Tnaor peaomlae fuka? Let
me glve you scome numbars. This oountiry has €26,000 privateo
mantor businsgs anployvers with 20 oxr pore anployvoes. A lot of
tham hove a Lot poere ThAn 20 enplovees. wh neve 1.7 militon
nonprefit srganizations; many of thew are large sasugh b khire
GOMaone aleea. ¥a Dave 13%,000 raligicous —-— churobhe®, SYRsgOOUeR,
moegguan and othars with 200 OF mors mamDers . Oviously, i¥f halt
that many =~- %0 percent of them hirad one porson, we could get
tharas. And a 1on of thds bzd aamn&ﬁies can hire more than one,

he poinh * want t¢ make is thas this ig o
mnnaqaabla proplam, 1f you lock st the tax crediks, 1if wyou 1ok

.- HORE
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at the casxh incentives that tha giates can offaxr. Trts A
manngesble problam. But Lt will noft wark unlaasn O0uf OF LhLE we

avasta what Dr. forbes talked aboat an the beginning, in this
partnesehip of hopa here. '

e - hava gueE to creata n aommunity-bnﬂad mynten,
supporting work ang family, 'te make welifare 2 transitionsl -
progréns that is o progrsar of support and movement to
indeapandencs. The way the 18w 18 writton we haves several yesrs
Lo phasae in what has o e done, hut we’ve worked autr the,
numbers. Wa think we have to move another million people fram
the walfare rollis into tha 1o0b market., which would rasduce the
aovarall rollas by about almoat 3 mililifion 1f wea 4Aid that, wifth the

childxan, t

B0 that'e the background . Thone are tha incentives
e oun brinq L2 the talrle. But we have Lo have your holy te sat
up this nctwcka '

Lat me dust any ana otioxy ehinq that has particular
impacts New York snd five or six orlher states. I think it is
1mpevratitve that in this budget we arne about to poasg thatt Congranns
Angliude the provisions thet T have secommended Lo rosbora
Menefits to legal jemigrancs who have buen dsmsgwd nnd hiave
henlth sha othaor probhlema through na faults of thalr own. Ang T
agsure you T intond to £ight hard £for that, and@ ¥ Xnow that vour
delegntion will, bHut wé naed vyonr sHpport, The Congreiss needs Lo
nndaratancd that thora aro an swfuxl Joft of peoeple Wi gapne hare
legally who are not on welfare, who are out working, who ares
paying taxas and #ho wound up geatting hurt and nasding Aisabiliity
or henlth Lhesnefics through no £ault of thelr own, and ¥ think
it's a mistake o out them ofFf,., and so we're working on that ond .
Z’ﬁ ank For youx h@lw on that. {APDLALES . )

I*d 1ike Lo turn Lhe program hank~nvar o D,
Eorma5¢ puc let me Juest say again, wa'lve noved abaout & million
paaple intas tha work fardaa in tha last £our years and reduced the,
wal¥nare rolls by 2.3 mililion. T mest bhe reguirements of the
low it de a eoeleulstion of the Deaparisant of Heelth and Human
Soaxvicon wa BAVE e poot another miiliaon in the next four years,
¥e moy or may not oreote 11.5 million snew dobes tn Tthe next four
B . TE wa Adld At twiao in & row 1t would he somoathing for
sure. Whether «r not we do, we have ta G6 that. W oan only do
% 1f churches, nonprofits and privats smploysrs make maximus ugo
of tax craedita; 1f thea citles and stataz gat the funds that I
raoompendad Lo HLLO People in the publidé sadtoer; and i£ the
statens provide the kind of flexilility to private employers
ayprywharae in Anorios %hat some have dona in gomna placos.

3

e vou  should Xnow that ITndiana and Wisconsin reduced
unain walfarw rollc by 44 porannl in Ehe last Four . yoara == 40
parcant -— By sguressive effoxts,. sand without particularliy
ungenerous programs either, dust aggresaive «fforta. This can be
done and T naagd your halp to o it. And I do think it s part of
all of our miselion in life, Doutor, to do this, asnywsy,

Thaonk o, (Appxapam.}

<t oW oW ™ kW

z

by THE PRESLIDENT fet ma aay, with all) respect, T

dont't think 1c's bhat siaople. ¥ dontt think it's acaurate o say
trat this bili daptroys Lhe safety net for poor people. It

nmaintaina a fsdaral guarsntes fapr poor women and shildren for
nutrition, a federal guarantee for health-care, spends $4 billdon
mers on child care, and Eays, SLi8NPpLY. That is ¥OU area acilie

Bodlied, you aannof GiEay on welfsrs forever without going inta tha
woark forqe., aAnd tho way tho work participation raquixamon;a WHEW
PUT On mtatesr, by The yvear 24600 about 40 percsnt of all the ablew
Botlien pncpla in Tthe wnlfare me able-bodied adulte have to be in

MC}%{V

3
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. have had some work ﬁxperianca withiin a glven ﬁwnwyaar periad.
Th&t’ﬂ what 1t aaya‘ . .

: Row, hardly -« and wheh vou aongider the fact that
theae walfara population, Barl, i different than it noaed. o b,
and that Chesrs are Eome PHaople who are on it perpetuidlily, ¥ think
e g a good thing, not s had thing, that we A14 thst,

Numbar two, T de not think it is s smivple to =may
thaet ot any given moment in time thare mre.a fixed numhber of
pacpis who have Lo be hired by all the employers in Americs, and
it they bhire & faw more they're &ll going down tha tubeas And lage
woney. This Bill thars I have proposs3 will give a 530 perceant tax

.oredit, up to £5%.000 a year, for peoplie wnho hire people. Hhat

maans you gan hive someobody for £10,000 o year and, in effent,
+the auuwaiwpockot coRt to you iz leess than the minimusm wags.

b 4 met # msn with on&y 2% emplovecs in REanoas city,
angd five of his emploveez ware formey walfare recipients. Andg
thoy weare happy at waoark and he was bhappy with them. And he only.
hired them hessuse he fFigurad that tha marginal coat of hiving
them, since he ot the Walfare check as A wage subsldy Sor a
acouple of vears, lowered hie rigsk of adding te the work forde.
And, sure snough, whan he added to the work foeree, he gonesrated -
HOMS ROre WoOrk and it tuwrnsd ocut Lo ba M profitaibla: declsion LoT
him. R

I taiked to a former govaraer l1aswt waak who's Deok
in privatg bDusinesn, who'a ot # snall busminass, who told ma onos
¥ explained the praposal. to him that he would now go hive three
o Four peoPle from the welfsre rolls becanse it lLowsred thw
marginnl cont of addisg saaplovess ta his. And there i 10 Yenson
ko believe, 1€ wa all woerk on this, that we cant't create snother
million Jjoby over four vanres without bankrupting bhusinossas, and
thise Lo wonldn*t I Dhatter for peoplis who otherwiess ars going o
ha permanantly Sapendent: on walface.

. Ana 4t 18 net frue LhAl we have withdvawn A31L%
HUPPOTrtE ., We are spanding mors on child cgare. I want o aliso
gpmnd $3 Hillion on publia guarvice raelated jobs £te crasate ovar a
Third of & million thern. ARd the heaxliTh sare and the nuirition
guarantess are still there. Ao I think it will be 2 gaod thing
18 wa make. thies work, butk thare 14 no auvtomatic ayateams for doinq

e and that g why wa nwaﬁ your help,

B

o

d W W W W

THE PREAIDENT: Lat me say thils, first of =11, X
agree with what vou said about pacpls Deaing in college ~- I don't
think -« panple whe are going to colloge wha are Fall-time .
gtudontc ~w wa are iooking at swhothoar —— 1f there's some way Yo
gelt -= fo deald with that because I fdon't think peanle should be
puilted out of college. "X agros with that- A nrige . ) .

o ascondly, fox ono thing, VOU 4Rt - Ffrom vhe point
of ‘viaw of tha State of Naw Yark, thig 1w g ~~ wa Nead o ww

wetre brying to work this out becaunse the atates basically have

contral of thiz «= tthe Stata Of Roaw $Ork would e muah Datter
Wwith wou ams -a collage graguate, whiconh 18 the point you trisgd to
mak&. S T beliove than.

Now rhe other nghlom ig ehedss trainipdg prowramns
&asantially R nll Tun by the states and the cities. But ¥ will
Ao BOmMe = YOU'Ya gLven Me Lomae things Ihat wa nead to obhwviousliy
Ao gOome Work on. We nead to melke Bure that thare iz an adequate
Lraindng and preparation. Thetzs one of the thiongs 3 kpow thaih
YOouTys talkad aboul What you i Go haca Decsuke an sawfal lot of
peoplie who move from walfare who srs just thrown ints thoase jobws
duntt last because they were never prapared £or thew in the Firat
place and they*res traumatized ag o rasult of i, Anéd oftantimes,

MORE
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4aat basic preparation Of a fow months onn make & - 8 faw weeka
oan =—= oA mAake 211 the Aiffarance An the world. £ wae'lld ao
boack and do ~~ we will pay soma more aztentimn to that.

' BUuLT on the <¢ollegs edusation thing, I think you're
cight, and T think we ought to find come way to accummadata that
and wo'ra warking on hhab» (Appisuaa.,)

3

W W W W

THE PRESIDENT: ITE X could tunt nake one point on
Lhat . Haxt O sducation and child care, the thing we hasyg most
4511 avound the dountoy f£rasm peoopls who seek o movae f£rom walfave
Lo work or very often even to go Lo gollegs is whsthexr they have
adayuata trangportacion. And this TSTEA ach that Lou Just
manciconead, which is -— 1t teok me a long time to remambear what
A1l thoseg lithle letters weare for. Bubt the bottom linea iw, X
arkad tha new SeCTLtALY OFf Transportvation, Rodney alater, o look
at that to ses cthiat wo were sllodating enough meonny in. hara nat
vinily €for maps Lraansit, but alao for the appropriate subsidies to
maka aurae bthat poor pwap}a could hiavae Acceass Lo this. Gtherwins,
thay won't ba ablsa to g6t ua workli,

And this.is an intezrestling apportunity £or New York
o maks 4 allianos with samalier cilitinge. For oManplae, thoroe wae
Junt a study on Atianta, which sald that in something like B9
peraent of the antry~levrl dobe in thae ¢ity of Atlianitina were
£illed by pacople who Lived in low-ivcoms aelyghbhoerhoasdn in
Atlausta, Ty ¢i#e suburbapn towns cutside juest that tonch AtIanbta,
anly 8% persant ware, And 1t wag alearly ths result of the
,inadaquate aﬁilmty of Jlow~inconea people Lo g&aaua tranap»rtuticn

"to geut thers.

: so this ik a hugns Lugae, nau« It's & huga losue Tor
wulf&ro reform and basically for the integeity of poory famililias
to e able o sor:t of agpira and move and Ao thingm.

' aanatcr, . vou gaing tﬁ any something nhout chia?

’ BRENATOR BﬁYxxﬁaﬂx ¥Yas., Wa very much apprasioate
yonr endorsing rvthe sxigting formula, Mr. Preaident. {Leughtoar
snd opplouvsa. . . '

THE PRESIDENT: I6¢ that wnat I didaz
‘ - aﬁ&h&oa MOYHNIHANG Wyoming, MHontAns —-

THE PRESIDENT: T thought we counigt do a littlie
hatitar on mass bransit. :

*

. . SENATOR MOYNIHAN: The newaspapers out therve, did yon
hear that? {Laughtay., ) s,

e . THE ?#Rsxnxuwz - Hever nmizese the lick. (Laughtay, )

- ﬁ‘
P N o, W W W W

THE PRESIDENT: L4t me aay, as I'm sure you Xnow,
all the mambhoars of Congrasas whs arg preasant here supported Lhoe
affarta we mode last yoar Lo raiea tha suinioom wage. And chat,
rlus doubling the sarned income Gme aredit,‘%ha rafundsallie aarnod
income tax credit for lowar incdome working peoplis, lud in 1995, :
ho#ave vhe mindoum wage ouvon went into -« we HAad the Diggest drop |
in poveXty,. in the poverty xrate, among eingls women with ahildron

in 20 yeses, . .

v AnS &0 ¥ couldn i sgree with you more., wWe have
etlll 20 percent of our kids living in paovecty. And it's nov

e ' ) T Moew
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vary oomplicsted. T moan, 1t'g the reveraa of why we have
lowarad the Peverty rate anong our seniora to 11 percsnt, snd
1tt'e the lowsit 1t's aver Lsen 3in history hegcanne we met o
national, commsn oommitment €O iAnvesting in refirament and health
care For seniocreo. And one of the things that I #arneastly hope we
can da if£ Lo == in the fDaxd twoe yasrs is to dc something resily
slgnificant Lo 4aal with Ghe fact thera’s still 10 miilion
children in oupr country withounl health care. ARE they' e not
Primacvily pracple whao avo pragently on publie amssistande DBaosuse
thay're aligible for HModioesatd. o .

But aducsation, hsalth care and saforty are the Chrads

big prioriuias thiat we have for onr ¢hildren. And T think
they're all veary lmportant sand we’re nowhars RSAY whare ws Ought

e he.

W W w W W

THE PRESIDEND: Let ma just say very hriafly, X
think vou're xright on both sounts. We have five Amoericen
corporations including WES and Sprint, Monsantod,, Burger Eing wwe
and somabody T've left out -- inited Alriinee -— whe have ngeaed
te hoad a pationsal effort to get major corporations to hire and
train peaple in good fohs,

Thie seoond yaint ‘yivw mads, though, is absolutaly
right we have €0 have -- thizs will not work unlass we also have
A Plonr plan for publicly-~finanded dolva Eor penple i Lrainlng
rrograms in the bhoagibniog, aend aloso Juvast continuing suppont £or
higher sducstion, Tril give you an sxxampls. Wetve Haon woarking
vary hard for montha now to ¢y o gat & new agroeanoent smong the
world'e nabtionsg on telecommunigations sarvices, glving American
companies the oight €4 competes in other aocuntroies for

talacommunications sarvices. wWe Einally got an agruoment that
was far better than T ever dresamed we could get. Tt ds estinmatsed
1 will Dring a million now Jobs to Americe —- €higs one agreemeant

~-— a million new jobgs ovear the neaxt 18 yaays, but not one of
thoge new Jobe will e & low-akilled dod. Evary one of thogd
jJobe will reguire a lovael of skills and sAuoatiasn that the folke
that want Lo g0 40 WorK, hut don'*t have those sRkRille, desperately
need . .

- T N W

N ' THE PRESIDENT: One of the best things we did in the
Thst gadnlon of Conareass, in the last days. was t0 add 200,000
more work-study slotin, There was ansthar 160,000 in my new
budget. IE they poass we will go to a million people on works
astudy fa this countiry in the next two yYaars.

' : if we san do that, surely -- if you ‘think about the
mmbars you're balking mbout, you're talking about mayba 100,000
nationwide of Lhe milliion pesople that muct Bo in the woesk ' Earau
wa RUTRLY Wwea can get sope consideration for permitbing a certain
nombrer o¥ aaurw worked on the campus in connaeticon wiih
alpoactions. 1T want o say thet Y think theae one thing thac I knouw
that 18 noh woriking the way this thing 18 belng applied now ia
rulex that, in saffesct, force paecple oul of collieags. You know,
we tre gubtting »€F ouy nose €t Zpite our fane. These arae not
pecpic whoe do not w&nt o work. Bo ¥ wilil work on that for you.

{Applause.

_:“u L A
T
o«
ELEY

[ Mr. Prasgident, in relationshiip toe your coming
tO Ba with ux and yoar annaunting yvour concersn £or Partnorship of
Hape , ws have oreated this, a symbel of our deterninAation net to
quit until we have reslly announced that there is significent

s ' ' MORE
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PROGYGHS TOWwarda narrowing the gap batwean the haves and havew
noty. We call 1t Enmanoipation ¥rom Povarby.

The eymbol, you will obaaxV¢¢ o rad, whits angd
bilge . That'E the avidenges that we are committed to youy
lenderanipy and Lo the wolli~baoing of our nation. And then you. Ao
Ehie yellow, whieh is our symbol of hops, somathing you know
somathing abott in & very specinal way bncavwa rthat'a whars your '

Hoeam ., .

Ana €0 wa wanit you to iook av Lhin xymbol until wa
rranslate it itntoe dualicy movement towards ohanglng the whals
apirit of the nation so that everybody underatonda itfa n»
spiritual issue and that 3if we are intarested inh being hlessed of

the Gof we serve, wa will not stop until svary child of God haas o
E£air opportunity o work and to thrive.

TR PRESIDENT: Thank vou. (Apprlause.)
RND . 12310 P.M. EST
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o REMARKS BY THE. PRESIDENT AND THE VICE: PRESIDENT
oﬂ R X TOP OF CABINET MEETING

P s

.1997.

: THE PRESIDENT. Welcome to the members of the Cablnet
and thelr representatlves as well as ‘to the members of the- press.vfj

_One. month .ago, ‘I.directed the- members . of the Cablnet to do everythlng

they can to hire people off the welfare rolls 1nto avallable Jobs 'in:
government ‘And I asked the Vice:® Presrdent to lead and coordlnate'
this effort. Today, we. are here to recelve each agency s spec1f1c

plans to do that ;‘, :_1, ~‘f.:;.“",~ S L

We have- the good fortune to begln w1th some encouraglng

- news. Today, I am. pleased to- report that,over the’ last four years,

,f;**, © from January .0f:'93 to January -of *97, America's 'welfare rolls .

"declined by 2.8 million people., The welfare rolls ‘have now. decllned'

T welfare reform as. well as to the’ strength of the Amerlca economy

1

1?w,. In the next four years, we have to move another 2

mllllon people off’ welfare to meet the; targets of’ the ‘welfare. reform

by as much in. the past four: years as. they 1ncreased in the, prev1ous
- 25 years., ‘And-that's a: great trlbute to all of ‘those who worked on

[3N

“law. . We'” have ‘all got to take. respons1blllty to. see that the jobs are-

-there so that- people can: leave welfare and become permanent members'~~*'

- of the. work force.. of.. course, ‘the vast. majorlty of these. jobs will
"have to come' from the private: sector.f And: I-will. convene a meetlng

7&:t*l -of ‘business leaders here ‘at the White House hext month;to talk. about .
. what more can’ be: done to aid that endeavor. I 'also want to say ‘that o

_thé members of ‘the Cablnet that ‘have spec1al respons1b111ty there

‘ w1ll be dolng more i j : ..,/,

And I'm glad to announce today that, at the 1n1t1at1ve(\.’
of Alda Alvarez, Betsy MyersE the Director of Women's' Outreach here’
‘at the Whlte House, will leave.the Whlte House and move to. the Small \
. Business Administration to Goordinate.a'new effort. there to’ encourage;;
small and women-owned bu51nesses te hlre people from welfare to work'm

‘ , But the government must do 1ts share as well The
federal :government, after all, is a. large employer in ‘the’ Unlted

states.. We. employ a-little’ over 1 percent of .the- total work force. of*f

- our country Today, I'm pleased to’ announce- that we w1ll ‘hire at’ - F
least 10,000 -welfare" ‘recipients over the ‘next ‘four years, and we- w1ll'

- urge prlvate contractors that work w1th government to hlre people off”'f

o welfare as well

“from. the new employees and’ insist that they :live .up to. thelr

» I m espec1ally pleased that srx of those who w1ll be co
hlred from the welfare rolls will: ‘work right here in the Whlte House.,
Now, Jet me be clear: ‘These Wlll not be make-work jobs. ° These w1ll -
be. jobs,that actually need to, be fulfilled; work that needs to be | i
done for.the :American people. We w1ll demand the highest: performance“‘~

,7-' .

: responsrbllltles.v But we will also offer them a. chance at a new o

beglnnlng o ﬂ.-A~ ,4_1.‘.,v\f;”.‘; R y-,,r,w‘;u-.,w

Today, we have wmth us two former welfare rec1p1ents who
have found that new. beglnnlng. The ‘Vice Presldent and I .just had the

honor of'meetlng w1th them "in the- Oval ‘office. - They are on my - left.
To my far. left is Rebecca Wllson of Cllnton, Iowa.l That has a. nlce'

.- R 4
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yrlng to 1t.« (Laughter ) She 1s a 51ngle mother of two who was on -
welfare, working and attendlng and -~ then while she’ was attending
Clinton Communlty College. = Last. year, ‘she got a- part-tlme Jjobs as a

" ¢lerk in her local:Social Securlty offlce. That enabled her to leave is'

f

'3 the welfare rolls whlle she flnlshed school. €

-

D Wlth her superv1sor = encouragement she's now on. her

' .way to a bu51ness degree."She just got a ralse and a promotlon two e
-days ago., Congratulatlons.xwl o S
R MS. ,WILSON" Thank you.._“:*' ‘. T L

Lo . THE PRESIDENT' And she's been offered a permanent ]Ob

-;w1th the Soc1al Securlty Admlnletratlon after she graduates./"33~

‘ AR Tonya Graham of Pla1nv1ew,{Texas had a Chlld when she
was 16, went on. welfare while attending college part-time. " She found

" out .about a job at the Social- Securlty Administration. through one .of |
" her professors. She left welfare ‘the very month she was hlred ‘

'].‘flnlshed her degree; and’ 1s now working. full-tlme as a Social’
‘Securlty clalms representatlve.;a' : :

\ e , 7w These two women are examples that not just for thef
,government but for the, private. and nonprofit seotors as well, if we

B give people who.are on welfare the opportunity,. they will do the~j1_;“

rest, helplng us to break the cycle of dependence and make
"respon51b111ty a way of llfe. f,:‘ 1 : : SRR

The dec151ons we make 1n thls room today w1ll enable

'thousands ‘of more American famllles to remake. their lives as Rebecca‘f'”
-'-,and Tonya have .done-. .’ Together, we. have already reduced the welfare
. rolls by 2.8 mllllon, that is the greatest’ reduction in our history.

Now we have to ‘finish the job, and the' federal- government has 'to do

Jits: part by offering. jObS to. at least 1o, 000 more welfare rec1p1ents S

‘;over the next four years.. lv_“\ ’
: : , We can elevate our most fundamental values of famlly andfﬁ
o work and responsmblllty, and make welfare reform work : »

'.»s'
v

Now, I'a llke to. ask the Vlce Pre51dent, who has done S0

.fmuch to relnvent our government-and who Spearheaded this effort to.

. get all the" agen01es together around thlS number, and ask hlm to say
a few words.‘ s ;,V\H‘ , o : . o

THE VICE PRESIDENT' Thank you very much Mr. Pre51dent,f3"

\ ‘Aﬂ”And before I do that, I do thlnk it is approprlate, glven ‘the record K
 here, to commend you for your’ leadership in this area. ' Over the last -

‘,several years, a lot of people talked about welfare. reform, but undetr
your leadershlp this’ admlnlstratlon has" made ‘it happen.. The numbers.

i that you. just announced are the result of your. commitment-to end..

_welfare as we. know 1t, or, as we may seon . say,\to end welfare as we
’ .‘_'knew lt. o . o T - ', L LT :. L

oo /ffl_ The very 1dea that the rolls have dropped as. much in the»

"ulast four years .as they: 1ncreased durlng the flrst 25. years “of the

. welfare program is a remarkable record. .And. today, we're 901ng to

‘,~talk about the next steps for the federal: government as an employer
“in welfare reform. We\do have an historic opportunlty and, of o

. course, an obllgatlon to put pollcy 1nto practlce,’to make sure that .
(reform leads to real jObS. T _,;; . o . AT

oo G These two women that you just 1ntroduced that we had a .
*chance ‘to. v1s1t with in the Oval Offlce ‘just . before thls Cablnet

- meetlng, are living: proof that we can do it. . Theirs are the- storles
‘of real' welfare reform. - And today, the Cablnet will present plans-
that w1ll produoe 10 000 more success storles juet llke thelrs. .

f
o

.— ‘“n
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Mr. Pres1dent ‘since 51gn1ng the welfare reform ~?& .

'peocple, the. chance to move off the welfare. rolls 'by. the year 2000:

_ And then a month' ago, you- ‘challéenged your: Cablnet to. develop plans /",..
~for the federal government to. do 1ts share,(and they have responded. -

I dld not know how thls effort would g0 when you asked

ﬂvme to take thls on, but I can. tell you,. it has. far exceeded = . g

,fwexpectatlons ‘as’ you will: hear 'in the- meetlng.‘ And. the credlt goes to R
 .the members, of your- Cab;net because they've all pltched in with’ L
“,hlghly spec1f1c, very" well thought through plans.u And it's golng to
work extremely well.- Each of ,thém has made a personal commltment
vand through these plans, .the - federal government -~ gven as it '

euwvcontlnues downs121ng - w1ll work’ with its’ current employees to find

opportunltles for those mov1ng from welfare to work

g

' Vj Everybody should understand that even ‘as” downs1zlng s
,‘contlnues, thene is a natural contlnulng hiring. process. in. the. L ‘

. ,government~* And as the.net number of. federal government employees B
.‘.,contlnues to go down, there ig’ a natural process by whlch thls hlrlng
'1jcont1nues. 7.’.;. \,,‘ . ,.,3. S ,H* R S

Let me glve you a. couple of examples.; The Defense

.ijepartment is looklng to . hire l 600 former. welfare rec1p1ents ‘over
"7 . the next four years; Social Securlty, another 600 Veterans Affalrs, ,
.800; ~the. Commerce Department as. part of its expans1on to. conduct the

‘year . 2000 census is.planningito ‘employ . 4, 000 people who used to be- on

\1;,welfare, and rlght here within  the Executlve Office’.of the President,

. - as’you noted “Mr. Pres1dent we’re progectlng Six hlres in: the comlng
*3?ﬁyear. ‘In addltlon, we're going to reachloiuit to all: those who do . = .
c bu51ness w1th the federal government and encourage them to jOln us. -

Y

We re taklng on tough 1ssues that have to be a part of

‘f:the solutlon,,such as affordable day care and. transportatlon.: “In .-

worklng ~through ‘how " the federal government was going to meet its

Hfobllgatlon and- successfully meet +the: challenge that you  laid out; we
“right away ‘identified day care and transportatlon as. among thosez

obstacles that have. to be’ dealt with in order to.do thls correctly.

T

But the bottom llne 1s thls. Our government 1s

of people who want to: create ‘better llves for themselves and 'their

*."gfamllles by ‘finding.-and. keeplng .jobs ' should know that: thelr federal

-

"Q Mr..Presldent if people want to get these jobs, 1f

W

f,they thlnk they re ellglble for: ‘them, how,are they going to, flnd out
”gabout :Lt‘> How do they learn whether they can quallfy° o Do

N : s

| f;i', THE PRESIDENT. Do you ‘want, to answer that’

: - THE VICE PRESIDENT° They w1ll flnd out from the federal
,departments 1n their area. .We-also have ar job bank . on the Internet

. and-you can,. from a llbrary or from,a frlend who. has a personal .

= computer, or*if you have an. Internet connection in ‘some other way,
. . you-can plug 1nto the "job bank ‘and they will be: llsted there, and you
'~’gcan go to the federal offlce bulldlng 1n your area.: . ,

FEPLE

z ‘.
THE PRESIDENT°~ But the maln thlng is, you see, the

federal'departments will all be trying. 6 meet. thelr targets, and'the

people who are pla01ng the. welfare workers who w1ll be worklng for '

. 4 .
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N

Lo i‘”. e . - ,
L. .o, [T B . S .:-:" . S
SR MQREyf) i, s Ty S
P [ e, S EE R
e - N . .

"ffleglslatlon last' summer, you have challenged’ employers throughout the'u
‘ country to play a:role:. . You called on them to glve/some 2 million

1And thls 1s golng to be a great learnlng process for all of us as-}?r~
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;‘commltted to helplng people like Rebecca Wilson' and Tonya ‘Graham 'find ﬁ“

?-jobs, get prepared for those jobs, . and then. keep those jobs. . We w1ll

" ‘hear more- detail about- the _agency plans in a.moment, but.at the
;outset of this effort, Mr.- Presldent, I want to ‘assure you that. your
Cabinet is ready: to make. your mandate thelr mlss1on., And thousands,

I”Jgovernment is prepared to work w1th themﬂto make that goal ‘a. realltyf {f”

e e
[
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“f.the state, people who 1nterv1ew the people on welfare, w111 be able
- to tell them, 1look, the federal” government‘s got . a- program here and -
: they re trying to hlre people and we'll check: around ‘at' all of' these

dlfferent agencmes in your communlty and” see if. ‘there's an openlng

- there. That's how welfare workers'~~ welfare workers ‘at the state L
;flevel actually interview.these people, but they will all know now'
" - what our- natlonal goals are and ‘then they'll-be. -able to determlne
. quickly whether, by, department there s an operiing in the area, and’ .
. the’ welfare re01p1ents will be. coming in under -the new welfare . reform o
" law to- these. workers, and they’ will be worklng together to try to ‘
Vhelp them get a- job w1th1n the tlme prescrlbed._;f

". n‘..,f.'<'

'Qﬂ‘ Can we - ask Ms. Wllson and Ms. Graham if they are

P -.31<_l-;:< ,tjf t['t<»“.'” - h\;_2~.,

.A'.maklng ends meet w1th their job? = The Vice Presxdent mentioned child ,:f'°
. care being a problem., ‘As a 51ngle mother of two, are you able to'
imake enough money’ S . '

MS. WILSON.. I have a lot of support from my famlly and’ L

frlends”and all ‘the people around me.’ So 1t's been' rough “but

3

s
[

;-;}i.ij.tgg What about all the people that do’ o ']t' .

THE PRESIDENT" We put $4 bllllon more into chlld care,”

'“keep 1n'mind . But one of. the things . that we- have to work on here. is’

we gave “the, money to the states.» Keep . in: ‘mind’ that -the’ states are in-

'a " unique- p051tlon now to. prov1de -éven -more - for Chlld care 'than .we

. . appropriated in' the bill, because: thelr block. ‘grant is tied to the .

_ moment: -- the hlghest -~ the pedk of ‘the welfare rolls.. -If ‘I make a-
' mistake, Secretary Shalala, correct me. - The: block grant is tled to.
- the peak. populatlon of welfare rolls, whlch we. reached sometime in
“early -'94. So they're- gettlng money now - that's more money than they
f,would otherw1se get because the welfare rolls have gone down so.
.much L , ~ : : , )

N

‘Plus, there s a $4 bllllon add~on in the welfare reform'

‘~.b111 to the states to help them prov1de affordable child care. What
“we- have to do =--.and that's one of the reasons that this process has

- been so- 1mportant -- is we've'had to work. through with each ' ..
-department since they ‘don't get part of that block grant, whether. S
‘there's some way they can be a part of 1t, or ‘the: rec1p1ent ‘at

least, if it's out in the statesas opposed to D.C.. could get some

‘fbeneflt from it. And we'll have to work through all that. .ﬂ:\w

But I thlnk that there won’t be any problem w1th that

B and at least =~ I think onéeof the thlngs that will happen as. a .
result of welfare reform, by the way, ‘that w1ll be one of the o
- ancillary benefits is that there will.be.a “lot more child care slotsﬂ'.
'opened up in- the . country,\and that will ‘make- avallable more .. .
.. "affordable" Chlld .care to- people who .aren't on welfare and‘haven't
. . ever been:on welfare. That's one of the goals that I have and’ I
' believe w1ll occur.'

'i. ce . o
i ! . ;

Q- Mr..Pre51dent the two women: who are with you areo

’(“11v1ng proof that it can.be done, in a sense,’w1thout ‘a spec1a1 .
. program -or a specmal idea. I imagine. the CrlthS would say, we. don't
.necessarlly need all of thlS specmal push. ‘ o K SRS

r [

L0 rmE 'PRESIDENT: But you'do if you | want everybody to be

#“llke them., ‘That is, -let me -- remember what I said all ‘along, from
”the day T got here and we. started ‘these welfare reform: experlments

o they re. there for me 1f I need them. _\‘_1 - s 5? “7*Nf1'“-‘ﬁ .

. g S GRAHAM And I do not have any small chlldren that L
'are not 1n school ‘ o , , D L

over four: years ago, I: said- all along,” ‘look, -the system we-have’ works RN

fine for about 40.to 45 percent of the people bécause they are like '

v

"fthese women. And nearly everybody on’ welfare wants to get off wantsr5~“




ot

i to” be self supportlng, wants to be’ an 1ndependent member of 5001ety,':3
‘ would rather pay taxes than draw from the publlc treasury A .

L : “But the system we havev-- the way it works, espe01ally
. for people w1th very young. chlldren ‘made "it. actually =-"it was ‘a’
, disincentive for a lot of people to get off" welfare.- 'so all we- trled
- ‘;‘f,.to do is to create a set of. c1rcumstances now where 100. percent of
""" the ablé-bodied _people on welfare will be able to do what: these two
= ‘u‘women have done on, thelr own under the old system.u"", S _

e If. we dldn't do anythrng, about'four 1n ten people on
: »welfare would contlnue to- be on a whlle, ‘get .the ‘help: them need,- get
";rlght off,.'and go on w1th thelr lives. . ‘What we're trylng to do- 1s to-
. .get to the other 60 percent.. That’s what welfare reform is: all o
wabout ~¢ﬁ.‘ ,¢« R R SRS ..‘_ ,,‘mtu, T LT~~\
S And the reason we had --‘let me remlnd you == the reason
we' had the blggest drop ever ‘in. the last four years accordlng to a .-
-..study done by Janet Yellin: and‘the council of: Economic -Advisors. - .
They say about" a third of the drop in.the.welfare rolls. was due;‘ « ‘
' ~d1rectly to spec1f1c welfare reform efforts.‘ And a° quarter of the '
- . drop was due to other efforts like the. 50 percent increase:in, child -
\',support collectlons. “And a. little ‘over 40 percent’ was  due to’the
._llmprovement in the economy.1 And that. corresponds ‘with a little over
40 percent who always do - who dld well under the old welfare'
?fsystem. A . ) - ‘
S ' So we're worklng on the other 60 percent ) But the other
- 60 percent ‘had becéme a s1gn1f1cant problem for Amerlca because you ;rf'}
;were hav1ng generatlonal dependence on. welfare. : , , o "

b

L 'V“'vQ hrl Presldent, I have’ £o “ask. you a. questlon about

| \"another toplc because thls is the only tlme I w1ll see you today

‘v

B ST
L R : Lo . [ ' ‘ R _,‘

S THE PRESIDENT-' Go ahead
R : - Q%. - just a llttle whlle ago, MrS‘ Cllnton was. asked
about questlons that keep comlng up. about efforts -~ whether the"_
White House knew of or’ was behind or whether there were any. efforts.
o -to‘pay hush. money to Webster Hubbell. 2And ‘she called it -part of the:
AU -”:contlnulng saga of Whltewater, ‘the never-endlng flctlonal consplracy (
V . that- honest«to-goodness remlnds me- of sonme people s obsession with e
‘;ﬂUFOs and the Hale-Bopp comet. (Laughter 3 And I was wonderlng -

x" ‘ . THE. PRESIDENT. Dld she say that° (Laughter ) That' S
‘pretty good., (Laughter ) ‘;_m S ‘ ‘ T

o ”Q ._ I was~wonder1ng 1f you share that sent1ment°\ And(.ﬁa "
~‘also, we haven't had a chance to - (laughter )! Lol TR

- ' g THE PRESIDENT. Well 1f I dldn't I wouldn't dlsagreeh‘
"'w1th her 1n publlc. (Laughter ) A , : . .

SaTee '”'“ ”Q’~ﬂ We haven't had a. chance €6 hear what your comment S
o :1ls tc the apolcgy ‘that Webb Hubbell ‘and his clalm‘that he.was a ¢on x‘{’
oo artist who fooled people\here ‘at the-White House.. Are you angry at
/7 “:2 him now? 'He seems. to ‘have’ caused - you a whole 1ot~ of trouble, and he :A
‘ %']seems to be cau51ng 1t {u_;r«, o ”uye R A n;§*
. THE PRESIDENT" Well, no, I'm not angry at hlm anymore
. because he s pald avery. hlgh pricé for the- mistake he made, 'And”lf
"“he hadn’t come up. here ‘and he'd stayed home “and - tried to work'it
7through he would have paid a: prlce, but it would have been a’ smaller
one. .. -, L ...t ‘ ‘ B

L
L3
o

T Htlaf"‘ Bt let me'remlnd you that everybody pays in. llfe.' '
e There s‘-- somehow we . all w1nd up paylng for whatever we do; and he :

Do ) s - ) . .o
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pald a very hlgh prlce.» And he s, apologlzed and I accept hls

s
W 4T

apology ‘He's. got' four wonderful children and ‘a fine wife. ' And he s'j

~done &’ lot of wonderful things in. his® life, "and- I hope he' 11 be able
to gc on and do some more wonderful thlngs.“g S

And as far as I'm concerned that’s why we havé . a

'-crlmlnal justlce system: people get punlshed they- pay their. prlce,"

and they’re supposed to bé able to go on. . He got. punlshed and pald
qulte a hlgh prlce, and I hope he’ll be able to go on w1th hls llfe
now. )

Q‘¢* How are you gettlng along on. those crutches°

: - THE PRESIDENT° I'm dolng great These are my - stealth
crutches.< (Laughter.) 'I" think they were developed as an offshoct of
.B~2 technology, see, and I llke them qulte a lot. (Laughter ) -
Thank you.: e . . . : 4

w’THEfPRESSff Thank yag;;, ,;.?‘“". L
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REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
- TO THE WELFARE TO WORK PARTNERSHIP BOARD

o n"A ’ o East Room

/1:17 P.M. EDT |
O S N A K ’ : . ‘._1

 THE PRESIDENT. Thank you very much. Secretary Herman,
Secretary Shalala, Administrator Alvarez, Director LaChance, thank
you.  Let me begin by thanking all of you for comlng I thank
especially three members of the House of Represehtatives who are

- here, Congressmen Payne, Gordon, -and Davis, who:are up here on the

front row. I can't thank Eli Segal enough for the wonderful work he.
has done. He has now given birth to two of the most 1mportant
initiatives of this administration: first our national service corps
‘project, Americorps, which now has about 100,000 alumni to its credit
who have earned money for college by. serv1ng in. thelr communltlesL
and now the Welfare to Work Partnershlp. L . : :

- I want to thank Jerry Greenwald for belng w1111ng to

' 'take on the leadership of this operatioh.when no one could have known

“that it would turn out as well ‘as it has.. I thank the members of the
~board of directors and the other business supporters who are here. I
. thank the former welfare. rec1p1ents .and others who have supported
them who are here. ' A .

I want to say a word about Rhonda, but flrst I want to
tell you that Tonya Oden, who is over here 51tt1ng to my left, spoke
‘on a program like this .at the Cessna corporatlon in Wichita,- Kansas,'
"and she did a great job and. all of her folks were cheering. for her..
And I was listening to Rhonda, thlnklng, the best part of this
program is over. After she finished, I thought the best part of
th1s program is over._ (Laughter ) ‘ . ‘

. _ When you hear someone llke Rhonda talk, you look at the
‘peocple. who ‘are here and see these fine children, thls is really a
case where.a picture is worth a million words. We will see a lot
more of Rhonda pretty .soon because the Welfare to Work Partnership is
alrlng some. new national public service announcements with her as the
spokesperson. And I want to thank Time Warner for helping us to put.
them on-the alr and say that I am quite .confident that she w1ll

‘ 1nsp1re a lot of other people to. follow her lead ‘ 5

o The Welfare ‘to Work Partnershlp was based on the simple
premlse that now that we have passed the welfare reform law which ‘
required all. able-bodied people who could work to work, we had a
moral obligation as-a society to provide a job. to all those people
‘who were about to lose theit- guaranteed-benefits for idleness. It
began with an undérstanding that we had to change the welfare system.
And the conversation Rhonda related between herself and her -daughter
wfsays more than I could ever say. 4

R T began worklng on thlS problem almost 20 years ago ‘now.
'And I used to -- when I was a governor, I used to gather up former -
- welfare re01p1ents and put them on panel: ‘and make governors listen
to people talk about the difference in their lives as parents, as,
citizens, the difference in their self- 1mage when they were,
productlve members of soc1ety

y
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After I became’ Pre51dent we worked wlth 43 dlfferent
states to get . them out from. under federa- rule so they could start

lflprograms that would help move more people from welfare to. work, and

then in 1996 I signed a hlstorlc bipartisan welfare reform law that
literally ended the old welfare system as we knew it. It said that
we would continue to guarantee health care and nutrition to low-
income families and children, but that after a certain amount of
"time, people who could go to work ~had to go to work. It also said
. that we had to prov1de more 1n the way of child care "and other
‘,supports for people who did move from welfare. to work.

’ g But that left a blg gap. How were all these people S
g01ng to find jobs? Would the existing system-do it? .That's what
‘led to the creation of the Welfare to Work Partnership a .year ago.-
And again let me 'say 'I'am profoundly 1ndebted to the bu51nesspeople,
‘who are here and those who "they. represent K

_ We announced a year ago 100 companles had jOlned the
Partnership. ‘We set a goal of reaching 1,000 companies within a

. year. - We underestimated by-a, factor of flve, there are now more than

5,000 .companies 'in this Partnershlp "And what Eli and Jerry didn't
say that I want’to make clear-is, they didn't just put their name on
lthe dotted line. All sorts -of businesses, large and small -and middle-
size, have together: in the: last year hired 135,000 welfare recipients

'f'who ‘are now employees thanks'to what they have done " That's an

- astonishing record-in only a year and I thank them for 1t.\'
«‘(Applause )y ‘ , . A

. Let me p01nt out to the skeptlcs, 70 percent of that
135,000 jobs are full-time jobs with full health beneflts.
_'(Applause ) Yes, that's really worth clapplng for.

: Now,‘as Jerry p01nted out and as many of the members of
. the board of directors told me earlier, right before we came over

“"here, this is not just good for America. and not just good for these

. families, it's also turned out to be good for the businesses
~involved, many of whom find. that these new workers stay on the job

longer, w1th less turnover, and later work to motlvate thelr
‘coworkers. wo ‘

, We've trled to do our part - Alda Alvarez and the Small.
Bu51ness Administration are trying to connect new workers to small
businesses to make sure that our most vibrant, growing sector of the
‘society in terms .of employees takes on a fair share of people from
‘welfare to work. ‘‘We've tried. to mobilize religious and civic and
nonprofit groups under the Vice President's leadership to provide
" mentoring ‘and support and help people get into and stay in jobst- The
federal government has hired 4,800 people from. welfare to work in the
last year; our goal is 10,000 by ‘the year 2000 and we will ‘make that.
- Seven work ‘in the Executlve Offace :0of the President, and I'm

partlcularly proud of them L : - o

- The’ Balanced Budget Agreement I 51gned into law last
summer provides $3 billion to help. our communities move long-term,.
.harder-to-place welfare rec1p1ents 1nto jobs.~-‘ . ,

S e Now, these comblned efforts have produced along with,
the rising economy, rather stunning. results. When I took coffice, .
there were more :than 14 million people on welfare; about 5.5 percent
"of the nation's population. It actually peaked in February of '94;
it's the hlqhest percentage we'd ever had. . Today there are fewer

i;<than 9 million people.on welfare; 3.3 percent of the population --

‘the lowest percentage of the populatlon on welfare since 1969.
(Applause ) .

. Now, this is a very “hard-won v1ctory for everybody who
was a part of it. But the most 1mportant part of it are the

© families.
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: I thlnk when we look at Rhonda, when we look at Tonya,
A,when we look at Rhonda's kids there, when we look at all of the other
people who have moved from' welfare to work who are here, we have to '

-, ask ourselves, what else do we have to do. Because I. ‘can promise you

‘that there still are going to be- people who can’ be moved from welfare
to work who aren't there yet._rw.

‘ Flrst _we have to flnd more prlvate sector jobs. I
would llke to ask the’ Welfare to Work Partnership in 19928 to double
the number of people they ‘hire ‘and to double-the number of companies
- 'that’ are participating. . Now, that sounds outrageous, but I just .
asked for 1,000 companies and you produced 5,000 so -- (laughter)
‘mathematically I'm asking for less. (Laughter ) I got good grades
_ in math, I know about that.v (Applause ) ’ C [
‘ o And‘ agaln, I hope that the people who w1ll watch the

public service announcements that Rhonda will do will .understand this
. is, an enormous opportunlty One of the things that our economists
" sit around and worry about here in Washlngton all the time is,. they
say, well, we've got 4.3 unemployment; we've had average way over 3
percent growth the last ‘couple of years; how can we keep growing this
economy without having inflation? The answer is go into the-
neighborhoods where there are still a lot ,0f poor people who-are
unemployed and on public. as51stance and glve them a chance to be a

- part of the Amerlcan free enterprlse system. That's an inflation- -

free way to expand the Amerlcan economy. So we have to do this.

> The second thlng we - have to do is to help more- welfare'
' rec1p1ents succeed in the work place.v The employers today told me |
that one of the hardest things for people moving from welfare to work
is still providing transportation, providing child care, making sure
. for the smaller businesses that may not be able to afford 'all the
training and educatlon that there s. support there. We nave to do .
more. .. S : '

] Let me say that the hlghway bill, whlch just passed the
- Condgress, I'm proud to say, has a substantial amount of money in it . _
to help defray the transportatlon costs of people mov1ng from welfarep
to work. A . : : '

, _ The tobaoco b111 ‘which has not yet passed but which I
hope and pray will pass, has in it or will have in it a provision, if
. .the agreement we've made with the governors prevalls, which will lead
“to a substantial .investment in helping to defray the child care
costs. The Labor Department has awarded grants to support 49 .
innovative efforts around the country that provide training and
education that help people move from entry-level jobs to hlgher-“

s paying positions, that help fathers go to work so they can take more

respon51b111ty for thelr chlldren. 8o we have.tovdotmore,‘and we're
g01ng .to. o _ _

Now, flnally, I thlnk we've got an obligationfto

' 'contlnue to fix ~- wWe've already made a good start -~ but to continue
" to fix parts of the Welfare Reform Bill that didn't have anythlng to

. do with welfare reform. Last year, Congress acted -- and I
appreciate it . -- to restore important disability and health benefits
to legal 1mm1grants, people who come here legally and have a rlght to
work and have, in my view, a rlght to supports. . o

. » _’ Two weeks ago, the Senate voted overwhelmlngly to
restore food stamps to elderly, disabled, and very young legal
- immigrants; and I hope the House will follow their lead. That's the
~ right thing to do -~ at. thls moment of prosperity when we're trying
to support each other, move more people into the work place, when a
lot of ‘immigrants are filling needed work- positions and we have low
‘unemployment, we -owe 1t to. ourselves to do the rlght thlng here.‘

"MORE .
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o ~Now, again, let me say that the best part of this-
‘program was before I ever got. up here. ‘And I want you to remember
- when you walk out of here what Rhonda looked 1like when she got up .
. here and what her kids looked like when they stood up, being proud of ,
. their mother, and how Jeérry's happier dcing this than he would have B

- been if he'd won that $100 ‘million lottery. (Laughter.) He may not

know that, but he is.. (Laughter.)  And I want us to go out and
double our results by next year - . B : '

We ve got to prove that ‘we did the right thing in

' welfare reform for all the American people that are willing to do the -

right  thing by themselves, their children, and our country. And if
© Wwe ever needed ev1dence that it is right, we've got it here today in

,ifull. S . | V |
‘ Thenk you all and God bless you. (Applause- )y

" END %'lBOPM EDT




THE'WHITE;HOUSEQ-
':?

< Offlce of the Press Secretary

R

For Immedlate Release | T - 'ﬂ.' — May 27 1998

' ... . PRESS BRIEFING BY T
- SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND-HUMAN SERVICES DONNA SHALALA .
CEO' AND PRESIDENT OF THE WELFARE TO WORK PARTNERSHIP ELI SEGAL,
DEPUTY  ASSISTANT TO THE .PRESIDENT FOR DOMESTIC POLICY ELENA KAGAN
The Briefing Room - .-

.2:10 P.M. EDT

MR TOIV*‘ Good afternoon. Here to brlef today on this
wonderful success story are Secretary ‘of Health and Human Services
- Donna Shalala and Eli Segal, who is president and CEO of the Welfare
to Work Partnership. And they w1ll just take . ‘your questlons. '

T SECRETARY SHALALA Welfare works, sam: = .

Lo L'Q"' T know that Mr. Morrls, chk Morris, told the . . .
Pre51dent he ought to sign that bill, “turns out to:be right. 'Is that’
\your v1ew° : , . ' L — -

. : SECRETARY SHALALA The Pre51dent made his dec151on. He
(belleved that welfare could work in this country, and it's working.

R Q. You were aga;nst ;t, weren!t you, 1n.the good ..old

‘ SECRETARY SHALALA I think the President and I agreed
on what'.we needed for welfare reform and we got it. We restored a
number of the cuts that were made in that welfare bill the President
said he wanted after the election. But the most important message
“today is that millions of people are moving off welfare. We have the
lowest rates we've'had since 1969. And the message from the private

'+ sector today'is that people not- only are taklng the jobs, but they're

staylng 1n the jObS at hlgher rates than other employees comlng in.

e And if- you'll remember,'at one. of the early brleflngs
that I did, I said the test of welfare reform is not whether pecple
leave the welfare rolls, but whether they stay in the jobs. The test
"ls retention. ' .The story today “that Elirand- his colleagues in the’
prlvate sector told 1s a story of retentlon, of staying 1n the }obs.

T S o Iy Let ‘me try a sllghtly dlfferent take on’ that
"questlon. There were -a lot of people within your own'agency: and :
certainly within the broader community of social act1v1sts who had
“deep reservation about the welfare reform bill. Does he talk with

- them now, and how much skepticism does there remaln?\ Orwdo‘they loock

'f‘at this® program and do you sense a reappralslng°

-4

: SECRETARY SHALALA ‘As Mary Jo Balne was leaving the'
‘”;Department she sald prove me wrong. ‘We're in the process of doing
that. - S e e

Q. Mr. Segal, if I could just ask about the .economy. =

'51 Boon tlmes; low unemployment, ‘people wanting workers. So when it

finds that the business cycle has not been: repealed and we go into a’
recession, what happens to all these people’ :

MR SEGAL. Sam, essentlally we belleve in the Unlted

States we have two unemployment systems: ° one, the chronologlcally
,long-term unemployed - those are the people we say are in the’

MORE"'




welfare’ system. the other unemployment system,'the people like us,
- our families ";our friends, who are down on their luck, the company _
'closes, the industry changes a little bit, lose thelr jObS - they gok
1nto the- unemployment ccmpensatlon. . :

It's no questlon but that there are a-lot of. people who
are the last hired/first fired, are’ going to lose their jobs if and
when the economy turns south. But they would have been involved in
productive labor. - It's the reason why we say at the Welfare to Work
Partnershlp every day, we're in-a dash -- not in a'marathon -- to .
move as many people ‘as qulckly as we ‘can into work, into productive
~work.: If in fact the economy turns bad they and many other people
may. well 1ose their jobs..g oo , '

One of the other messages of today - but in short they
‘may lose their jobs, -but they would have been 1nvolved in work and
‘they're much more likely to get back up on thelr feet hav1ng an
-attractlve track’ record 1n the past.v R . .

:’Q Is there Stlll a safety net 1f they lose thelr job°

: MR SEGAL.- That's somethlng that I thlnk at some p01nt
we're g01ng to need to deal with. At least.at this point our
.respon51b111ty is to move- people to work. There will be millions and
millions of new people --"there are already hundreds of thousands of
- people working now who were not working only a year or two ago. And
"I think.if the economy stays strong, we will continue to find jobs,
“and many people maklng 1t 1nto the workplace.- .

' SECRETARY SHALALA There are actually two experlences
‘that people are having that w1ll be very important no matter what
happens to the economy. The first one 'is they got :a job and they |
kept it for a substantial’ period ‘of time. The second is that they'
went through a tralnlng process. - And that's what's going to keep our
economy-alive -- the training experience, understandlng that to take
Jjobs you have. to’ 'go-. -through a training experience. - And it's o
companies organizing to move people into different slots as they have“
needs.  And the training may turn out to be as 51gn1flcant for the
“flex1b111ty of this group of people as actually gettlng in the. job o
o ‘and retalnlng the job." , ‘. o

: “Q" ‘How do. you explaln the hlgher retentlon rates? Is.
‘ 1t because of tralnlng programs'> Is it because these employees have |
: fewer other optlons ava11able° Y , . o . v

. SECRETARY SHALALA It may be ‘a small bart of the latter
that you mentloned But I think the first part is that companies are

o beglnnlng to. learn what it ‘takes.to' retain people. .  Many of the.

. companies talked to the President today about mentorlng as part --
lgettlng pecple ready for the jOb ‘putting them through 1nternsh1ps or

T through training, but then, assigning someone that would just be an

-eaxr for them, that would: help them make the transition 1nto work.

P A "In addltlon to that, remember that we! ve also 1ncluded
child care. ‘There is no chlldren's health, insurance available.. The
earned income tax credit becomes a powerful incentive, because work -
now pays better than welfare did -in the past. So the combination of
-supports '-- but the more personallzed ‘the system is, the higher the
.réetention. 'And I think that's what the prlvate sector reported
today.

‘ Even in my own department, where we've hired 200 welfare
‘~,re01p1ents, we have. substantlally changed the employees assistance .
_program that-is the support system for all entry, lower-income
workers. All, of our new workers now have one-stop ehopplng, a much
'more supportlve human resource operatlon..~ ,

MORE -
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. 0 You mentloned you’ve hlred 200. ‘Can you. update us
on how the effort by the federal government as a- whole now stands,
‘how many have been hlred at the Whlte House also° o :

SECRETARY SHALALA Do you want to do, that°

. ~ 'MS. KAGAN: We've hlred 4 800 as a whole in- the federal

government -=- that's 48 percent of the goal that we set for ourselves
of 10,000 by the year 2000. Different departments have different
;records. ‘Different departments made dlfferent pledges, dependlng
upon the character of thelr work force.,

, SECRETARY SHALALA My Department, for instance,'has
_‘.hlred two-thirds of our goal already, so we're going to exceed our
.goal substantlally ' S ’ AR

‘ a MS. KAGAN: Many departments ‘are finding that there are
’ very few departments that - are runnlng back of. thelr goal ;

e

Q.; What about ‘the White House? . f._,'

-

o MS. KAGAN. The White House has met its goal, exceeded
its goal. It had.a goal of 'six, which given the White House's small
staff was approximately. equlvalent to many other. agenc1es' goals.
“'And ‘we have hlred seven. ] . . . .

‘Q',” 001ng what klnd of tasks°'

SECRETARY SHALALA , Well T don’t know what the Whlte
House people are doing, but ours are mostly entry-level jobs, though
""a couple. of people have gotten promoted pretty qulokly 1nto the
system as they've learned the job.' . .

' o MR. SEGAL*’ You asked about retentlon. The hu51nesses
,Vare saylng there are about four reasons they almost all glve~
1together. » : : . \ :

- - Flrst they talk about mentorlng or some klnd of. on-
" .site coachlng Second they talk about public/private partnershlps,,
the néed to do it not- by themselves -- somethlng that represents ' a

. dramatic’ change from’ where they were- a year "ago. They need help‘

. They: need help from government, they need help from nonprofit
~organizations. The third thing ‘they talk about ‘all the time is the

1'nature of the benefit package they're offering ‘and they have to make

it'a good ‘benefit package.' -And fourth, probably most surprlslng, no

" compromise w1th guality. They require and’ expect those coming off
_the welfare rolls to be as good employees as’ any other entry,level
employee.‘ , L

' V One other thlng that was 1nterest1ng today YouA

probably have a stereotype of what a. welfare -to .work person is. One

of the things we're learning over -and ovetr agaln is .these are not.

always only entry-level people. We're'finding in some companies

-, people are moving from welfare to jObS, white-collar jobs sometimes

' paylng as much as $30,000. - And we're 'finding an incredibly varied
‘experience based simply on the commitment of the company to do things

“ the 'way they knew best.. They know . how to solve problems in the shop :
‘floor; they know how to solve problems in the office; and now they're -

_knowing how to solve this problem. .They're all flgurlng out a
~different way to do 1t.,

- ..'% SECRETARY SHALALA We also" have new’ Statlstlcs on the
‘ percentage of people that are leaving welfare. .who are golng into the
- work force. 'And the 'new analysis of the Census Bureau data between
1976 and '77 indicates that 20 percent more actually  are moving to
" work. ,And remember, people always moved off welfare -= some_of them
got marrled some of. them moved back in with their families. But
what we' re flndlng 1s a’ hlgher and hlgher percentage of people ‘are

R . | MORE




g01ng into” jobs, number one. And number two, this dlscu551on today,
a hlgher percentage of them are staylng in thelr jobs.

: - Q" Is there any sense that these companles sort of
: plcked the low-hanging fruit and it's gettlng harder and harder to
. find quallfled welfare re01p1ents to --" .

_ ' SECRETARY 'SHALAIA: Why don 't you take a shot at it., I
’ actually thlnk the’ answer is no. L , « :

MR. SEGAL' I- thlnk the answer 1s mlxed.
o - SECRETARY SHALALA Good controversy

" MR. SEGAL: Some companles, like Cessna, ask no
' qguestions about your. background -- you want to .come to work there, -

o they'll invest in making this work for you. For the most part

companies are.looking at the most job-ready person first and there's

' 'nothing wrong with it. We're happy to debate creaming or skimming,

whatever else we call it. Companies need to get their feet on the
ground. on thls, like any other practical problem, let's have some
“successes. ‘ L B o . S '
- . I thlnk w1th the .passage of tlme that. they ve learned a
lot more, they'!'re going to go deeper and deeper into the welfare pool
with much, much more success because they've. seen it work just the -
way busmnesses ‘have always done., They've dealt with reallty and
.they ve made success and they will go on from there.

So for the most part, I thlnk we are flndlng the most |

[',job—ready\people people that are ready to work today, and if not
' today, tomorrow. But I do think you're g01ng to see other companies,

':some of these same companles step it up gomng forward.

SECRETARY SHALALA. ‘The: reason that I was less hesxtant

o about ‘that is . because I think the states have sorted out.their

welfare rolls. . Those that. were eligible for SSI that were really,
rtruly disabled have been moved to those programs, and I think that
“the. group that's left on. welfare -- remember, we're talklng about a
, ‘’new group going into welfare over the last year or so in which a

- larger percentage are going . into jobs. So it's harder to make that
. 0ld argument that we. ‘creamed during. the first couple of years. So.I
~would suggest -to you :that the . companles are more sophisticated, as:
"Eli has indicated.. The government is more sophisticated about
.support systems. - That the -states are gettlng their act together on
"getting -their child care out. We're giving them lots of technical.
assistance. Children's health insurance will certainly help. The-
Earned Income Tax Credlt will have a great effect )

‘ v But people themselves, in thelr nelghborhoods == the
‘dlfference between a demonstration program and having everyone in
your: communlty hav1ng to think now about getting into the work force
is that the culture is- beglnnlng to change both in the welfare: office
and ‘in_ the communltles to move more people: out and to flnd
"approprlate opportunltles for people.:

: ' - MS. KAGAN° If I “could just add one thlng to that on
fbehalf of Secretary Herman, who isn't here, because the $3 billion
Wwelfare to Work program is really meant to be geared towards exactly
those hardest to employ people that you're talking about. - I think
the President understood that there was 'a need for addltlonal funds
to go towards those people to make sure that those hardest to employ
people also got an entry into the work force. And that the grants
' that Secretary ‘Herman gave out in the first part of the 25 percent of
the program that is in competitive grants, towards agencies mostly
community based,’ that really works with those Very difficult to
,employ people and makes sure that they alsc get the leg up that they
'need ' o ,

. MORE




D SECRETARY SHALALA I llstened very closely to the
prlvate sector leaders today and if they have.in their heads from now -
.on that these are better employees, that they're more likely to keep
them, which saves them money -- it's. always cheaper to keep someone.
than to go out and hire =--.and that as some of them describe it,
;‘they re more, enthu51ast1c about worklng 1n those places, less
’cynlcal. : : .\’ o , L T SR ,

o If that's the attltude they re g01ng into thls w1th we.
couldn't be in a better situation at this point in time. And I can't ‘
emphasize enough how significant the retention report is today and
the fact that more people are going into the job force. Because that
- was ,really our test. Our test was never just moving people from .

- welfare to work; it was whether they were going to stick with it in
the work force. And we always talked about the' first or- the second
job, because that's what the literature prev1ously told us.

But if there is retentlon g01ng on now and if the
. prlvate ‘sector is beginning to see 'that as s1gn1f1cant and .
" economically 1mportant to them, then what‘s gclng on now ‘is very
significant.: : :

‘ Any other questlons7

: Q.. We-at ABC think thls is ‘very. 1mportant and I w111
personally brlef NBC*and CBS rand CNN - (laughter)

: S MR SEGAL. Can I make a comment on that’ You Know, I

- was last here the day AmeriCorps became the law of the land; there
*was -a similar number of people here. " I actually want to say that, at ..
"the risk of soundlng like a cheerleader or a boosterlsm, this is a :
big deal. The policy issues'were pretty much decided in August '96.
This was turned over to the states, to the people, to the private.

. sector.  And 1t is ‘extraordinary to think that a.year ago this was
:just an idea. ' Today we have 5,000 companies =-- it's not easy to get
5,000 anythings to do’ somethlng together ---all of whom w1th a common

"A,m1551on. they all want to hlre welfare re01p1ents.. : L

" Now, that mlght not sound very blg from a pollcy :
j~perspect1ve, but in terms of changing America, in terms of changing .
the hiring practice of America, the fact that these companies have ..
put themselves on the line -- some for clearly reasons of charity and

. being good c1tlzens, but mostly because it's a smart solution for .

‘business. I think it is a'big deal, and I think we're going to
. continue to see next year -- 135, 000 this year, the President
challenged them next year to do tw1ce as many next year. "When they

" 'do this mext year, when we do this next year, and you're going to _
- start talklng about the people who move from welfare to work, and

you're going to. compare it with the size of the welfare rolls a year
from now, you're going to see that quletly, in 1996 began a process
that ended welfare as :we Know 1t.

SR Now, whether we want to glve credlt or not give credlt
" not, belng the p01nt rlght now, I thlnk it's a. blg deal. And whether
people - , S ‘

, SECRETARY SHALALA: And the 1mportant thing'of Eli's
. companies is three~fourths are small companles whlch is where. the
. growth is 1n the system.« .

THE PRESS. Thank you. oo .
CEND  2:24 P.M. EDT
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| THE PRESIDENT: _ Thank you, JackLV And let me thank the
other members of the. economlc team. s ‘

: « Thls is of course very good news for the American «
‘people, as the chart shows. Now it's official that this year, well
ahead’ of the most ambitious schedule, .America has balanced the

. budget. In fact, as the chart shows, the achievement of the American
_people W1ll not Stop there. OMB predicts that, the budget. surplus

"~ will be $39 billion this year, the largest dollar surplus in our
history, the'largest surplus as a share of the economy in more than .
40 years. America can: now" turn off the def1c1t clock and plug 1n the
‘surplus’ clock Sl , ST .

' leen the speed w1th whlch our natlon has reached thlS
.‘remarkable milestone, it is perhaps all too easy to forget how hard
it was ‘and how far we've come.  Just six years ago, because of the -
‘drag of deficits, our people were running place, our nation was ;
. falling behind, interest rates wére high and so was unemployment. On
~.the day I took office the def1c1t was pro;ected this. year, to be -

-;‘saso bllllon.':

5,

- ’ ( ‘How dld thls greatest prOJected def1c1t in hlstory turn
’1nto the greatest projected surplus? The old-fashioned way, .we’
;earned it. Our nation earned it as a result of hard work by the
American people; and, -as the Vice President sald we earned it here -
“in Washington with the help of two visionary - actlons in Congress.-.
' First, the courageous vote by the Democrats in: 1993 in the midst of
‘withering, extreme criticism that led to a cut in the deficit. of 90 -
percent. And then the truly'hlstorlc bipartisan balanced budget '
agreement passed by Congress last year that finished the job.‘“

‘ : I think it would also be wrong if I dldn't mentlon, as .
,,Mr. Lew did, that the relnventlng government efforts headed by the

. Vice Pre51dent played a major role. We not ‘only have the smallest’

'government-since the ‘Kennedy admlnlstratlon, .with more than 300,000
fewer people, we also have savings in excess of $130 billion durlng
the -budget period as a: result of:those efforts. . And Mr. Vlce ‘
‘_Pre51dent I am very grateful for what you have done.{‘ v

Now ‘that . we’re about to have the flrst surplus since .
Nell Armstrong walked on'thé moon, we face a crucial decision-about -
’what to do with it. 'We can-use these gecod times to honor those who
fput in a lifetime of work and prepared for the future retlrement of "
the baby boomers by sav1ng the Social Securlty system for. generatlons

" 'to come. Or we can give into the temptation in this election- year to

o'squander our surpluses the’ moment they start comlng in.

‘ , I think the choice is. clear. " We- got to where we are:
today with 4.3 percent unemployment, more than 15 million new jobs,
‘the” lowest inflation in over 30 years, low interest rates,® high

growth, the hlghest homeownershlp in hlstory by. d01ng what was right ,i\

'for the Amerlcan economy over the long run. That 1s ‘what . we should

A
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do now. Social Security has been a cornerstone of our society for -
' the last six decades, but"the present system is not sustainable as we
.1ook forward to the full retlrement of the baby boom generatlon. We
have to protect 1t for the 21st century : S

o "Iwas. deeply hearterned, after I spoke about thls at the
State of the Unlon, that there were broad public statements of -
support from the leaders of both parties in both Houses in Congress

.- about saving Social Securlty .first. However, in recent weeks, senior

Republican leaders in the House of Representatlves seemed to have

;‘wretreated ‘from that pledge. In this election year, some now want to

raid this surplus for initiatives instead of preserv1ng every penny

' ~of the surplus untll we strengthen Soc1al Secur1ty.¢ 3
: We cannot 1gnore the long-term challenge, whlch we - have.

a unique opportunity and responsibility to meet now, in favor of

‘short-term schemes' that, “however popular 1n the moment “.could

g compromlse our future. : .

: ‘ Let me be . clear. I will oppose any budget that falls to -

‘set-aside the surpluses until we have strengthened Social. Security

«for the 21st century. 'Let me also.be clear that does’'not mean that
in the future there could never be a tax cut. It simply means that
we need to know how we're g01ng to pay for the challenges of .
reforming Social Security. - Once we know that -- and we should know

. -that sometlme ‘hext -- I would. hope early next year, because of ‘the
work being done- this year ~- then we can have a debate about what

" ought to be done if there are funds that still are. unaccounted for
and unobllgated. . .

‘ Today, our economy is the envy of the world -But the
progress was not predestined nor is its' future guaranteed. We cannot
. .abandon the strategy of fiscal discipline and 1nvestments in the ‘
future: whloh has brought us to thls moment :

Instead we should work together across party llnes to
'malntaln fiscal- respon31b111ty, to save -Social Security first, to

- prepare for an even brighter future. Again, let me thank the members

of the economic tean, those who are here and those who proceeded -
. them, for their work in this remarkable effort and every . -member of
~‘Congress whose - votes have contrlbuted to it. Thank you very much.

SO ‘ S lQ ' Mr. Pre51dent over the weekend those same
’ Republlcan leaders ---I defer to Sarah.

. : ;Q“ u — overcome the dlsruptlon‘whlch we face with. the
computers as millennium starts Aprll 11,'99° That w1ll dlsrupt
wall - ~«'-«¢- ﬂ’ S : : ‘

T PRESIDENT CLINTON. well let me: say that we're very
concerned ‘about that, Sarah And I asked John Koskinen,. formerly a
deputy at.OMB and before that a man who had a very dlstlngulshed
‘career in the prlvate sector, to come back - into public service to
'supervise ‘and coordlnate our efforts to-deal with the computer 2000
“«problem.guf : - S :

R ‘ It's not somethlng that grabs the headllnes everyday but
, it 'is, in fact, ‘a profound challenge, not only for' the United States
‘but for every country ~-- which is every country now =-- that has

extensive reliance on computers. And there are a lot of very complex

”questlons. There are computer. hook-ups where. people at both ends .
“have computers that can be- programmed tc move easily to 2000, but

. there s something in the’ .connection in between which won't. This is’
-a very compllcated problem.:‘: :

- Interestlngly enough we dlscussed it in some detall at,,

the G- 8 meetlng in England recently, ‘and I can ‘tell you that we are
working very hard on it. We re. worklng very hard, flrst of all, to

‘ MORE ‘




“monitor the progress of'eVery government agency to see'thatvthey re .

'-~ready, -and some - are doing better than others because. some have more

profound ‘challenges than others. = And, secondly, we want to do what
~we can to be. supportive of the prlvate sector in the United States
‘and their efforts to make these adjustments. But 1t is a very big
problem‘ ‘ ‘ .

‘ ‘ And I would urge -=- .since you've asked the questlon, I
. would urge ‘everyone in America who hears this exchange to make sure
‘that they have done everything they can do w1th1n their own buSLness

.. sectors to be ready for thls.z’

‘ ' 7 And we also agreed, by the way, when I was in England to
. work with other countries so that we can help shHare information and
_do everything we can do make sure that when the new millennium
) starts, 1t's a happy event and not a cyberspace headache.

cQ{ Mr. Pre51dent “over the weekend Republlcan leaders
»called on yéu to postpone your. trlp to China; or at the very least,
not have a welc0m1ng ceremony in Tlananmen Square. What w1ll you do,
81r° ) . - :

: : THE PRESIDENT: - I think itAWOuld be a mistake to ,
postpone the trip to China. Our partnership with China has succeeded
in persuading the Chinese not to transfer missile technology ‘and
other dangerous materials to nations that we believe should not have
them. 'Weé have seen some advances on the human and polltlcal rlghts»

“fronts recently. We have worked .closely with them in.North. Korea.

- 'Today, we are working with them to try to-diffuse the ten51on and
: prevent a new nuclear race 1n South Asia, :

'S0 I think we have  a broad range of . issues to deal wlth,
and I thlnk we have enough evidence now to justify the partnershlp
that we've had So I belleve we ought to go forward. '

i
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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. Thank you very much, Vesta
Kimble, for that fine statement and for the good work you do.” And I
welcome your colleagues and co-workers from Maryland here. I thank -
Congressman Levin and Congressman Roemer for coming. There was a
vote in the House of Representatives which was concluded literally
two minutes before we started this ceremony and they got here as.
gquick as they could. We welcome you and thank you for your role in
welfare reform, ' e ‘ ) B

I'd llke to thank Secretary Herman and Secretary Shalala
for the terrific job they have done, and welcome all of you in the
audience, including my good friend, Eli Segal, who founded our
partnership with the business community, about which I'll say more

~later. The First Lady was just a few moments ago meeting with

members and I think maybe some former members of the 'D.C. Coritrol

Board. I Know that some of them are here .and I welcome them as well.
- Two years ago I'stoodwwith'many of you in the Rcse

Garden and made the following statement: "“From now on our nation's

‘answer to the problems -of poverty will no longer be a never ending

cycle of welfare; it will be the dignity, the power, and the'ethic of

‘work. . . . We are taking an historic chance to make welfare what it
‘was meant to be: a second chance, not a way of life.ﬁ

As those of us who have been working for years and years
to change the system knew all too well, welfare had in too many ways
failed our society, and more'important, failed the millions of
families it was de51gned to help. So in the Rose Garden we came
together two years adgo to restore our ‘basic bargain of . prov1d1ng

- opportunity to all-those willing to exercise respon51b111ty in turn.

We ended welfare as we knew it and made way for a system based on the

‘dlgnlty of independence and the value cf work.

But I would also 11ke “to- reiterate somethlng Secretary

'~ Shalala said. We did not want to put poor people moving from welfare

to’work in the exact same position too many people who've always been
in the work force find themselves, of having to choose between being

- a good worker and a good parent. -'So we said, okay, we will require

people who have to move from welfare to work, if they're able-bodied,
to go to work.  But we will leave their children with food assistance

‘and guaranteed medical coverage, and we will invest more in child
care and other famlly supports

Today we come here not only to observe this annlversarv
but to lay to rest the last vestige of the old system -- an anti-

work, anti-family provision that has deprived some two-parent

famllles of thelr Medlcald coverage when a parent secures a full—
time job 4

But flrst “on thlS 1mportant anniversary, I think 1t‘
1mportant to recognize that this new strategy -- this great new
experiment that we 1aunched two years .ago ~-- has already shown
remarkable signs of success. Two years ago, we said welfare reform
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would spark a race to independence, not a race to the bottom, and
this prediction is. coming true. ' , ‘ :

According to the National Governors Association, state
investments in helping former welfare parents succeed at work have
gone up by one-third, and spending on child care has increased by
one-~half. And let me remind you, I believe this has happened partly
because. the Congress in the Balanced Budget Amendment appropriated $3
billion for child care, but partly because there was a little~noticed
provision in the welfare reform law which lets states keep the amount
of money they were receiving for the welfare case load in February of
'94, when it had reached an all-time high. '

: So as the case loads go down, they can keep the money as
long as they reinvest it in the potential of the families:' involved.
And I think that was a very good thlng to .do.

. We also said back then that work should pay more than
welfare. Last week the Urban Institute reported that family income
goes up more than 50 percent, on average, when parents move from
weélfare to part-time entry-level jobs, and significantly more when
they move up to full-time work. And I must say, I was especially
pleased to note how helpful the Earned Income Tax Credit is for
families making this transition. 1In several states it accounts for
almost half the 1ncome qalns. ’ '

For those of you who may not know it, the Earned Income
Tax Credit is a tax cut to lower-income working people that is
especially generous to working families with children. . We doubled it
in 1993, and because of that provision, today it's worth a tax cut of
approximately a thousand dollars a year to a family of four with an
income of under $30,000 a year. Obviously, for people working for
more modest wages thah that, it means a very great deal

Today we have more good news. In a’ few moments I will
: release our first annual report to Congress on welfare reform- --
precisely the kind of report we had hoped for two years ago. It
shows that the number of welfare recipients entering the work force
rose by nearly 30 percent in a single year. It reports that states
are spending more per. person on welfare-to-work efforts than they did
two years ago, including health care, jJob training, job placement,
child care, and job retention. ‘ - o

: Come in, Coﬁgreseman'shaw,byou 're welcome.' (Laughter.) -
.Thank. you for the role you've played in welfare reform legislation.
We're glad to see you., :

It shows that more SLngle parents are moving 1nto the
work force, a.very significant statistic. And it confirms that the
. percentage of Americans now on welfare is at-its lowest level since
1969 =~ 29 years. There are other, more powerful signs of success
that of course a report can't show. Too often we take for granted
what it really means for a family to reconnect to the world of work.
Work is more than a punch card, more than a paycheck. " It provides
structure to a day, link to a society, dignity for a famlly It can.
‘build self-confidence and self-esteem. There is nothing llke the
pride in a child's eyes when he or she goes to school and can answer,
often for the flrst time, what their parents do for a living.

: One of the most important ways we can now bulld on these
everyday trlumphs is to make absolutely sure that parents who do
enter the work force can go to bed at night without worrylng that
"they will lose health coverage for their families.” That is why I'm
proud to announce that the Department of Health and Human Services
will revisé its regulations to allow all states to continue to
- provide Medicaid coverage to two-parent families after a parent takes
a full-time job. Believe it or not, under the old rules adults in
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two—parent families who worked more than 100 hours per month could
actually be cut off Medlcald in many states. - : i :

, “Perhaps no aspect of the old welfare system did more to
defy common sense and insult our .common values'than this so-called
100-hour rule. Just think of the message it sent. It took away
health care from people who secured a full-time job just as we were
imploring everybody to move from welfare to work. Instead of
rewarding stable families, it actually punished couples. that.work and
work hard to stay together. Instead of demanding responsibility, it
basically said a father could do more for his children's health by
s1tt1ng at. home or walking away than earning a llVlng :

The 100-hour rule was wrong. Now, it and every. other
strand of the old welfare system are history. The remaining;
challenges are ones we all have to accept. .All of us =-- the publlc,
private, religious, nonprofit sectors -- have an obligation to
continue helping all former welfare recipients not only find, but
stay in those ijS : :

First, we must continue to offer states and communities

'the tools they need to promote work. Today, we will release: $60

million more in Welfare-to-Work grants to states to help mothers and
fathers facing the most significant employment hurdles. BAnd I also

~ want to call on Congress to fully fund my plan to provide housing

vouchers for welfare recmplents who- need to move closer to thelr.
place of work. :

Some recent studies, including some'coming out of New
York, show that ‘the effects of welfare reform in terms of people
belng able to move into the workplace have been quite uneven,
depending upon the level of preparation of the people on welfare for
the work force and their level of 1solatlon from avallable jobs " 8o
these are important next steps. » :

Second, the private sector =-- the true engine of job
creation in our country -- must continue to do its part. Listen to
this: last year our Welfare-to-Work partners, who were mobilized by
Eli Segdl, as I said earlier, hired more than 135,000 former welfare
recipients. I have asked them to hire another 270,000 by the end of

this year. Thank you, Eli, but you have to do more. . (Laughter.)

7 Third, we must continue to welcome former welfare
recipients into the federal family workforce. Today we released new
data showing that the federal government has hired more than 5,700
former welfare recipients in just the past year. That means we're
well over half the way toward our goal of hlrlng 10,000 by the year

12000,

Fourth let me say again, I think it's important that we
do more to brlng the benefits of this economlc revival our country is
enjoying into 'isolated urban and rural areas where free enterprise
has not let yet reached. A lot of the people who are still stuck on
welfare are physically separate from the job availability. And I
have asked the Congress to approve a second round of empowerment .
zones, to approve a whole range of initiatives, and Secretary Herman
and Secretary Cuome's budget desmgned to create jobs principally in
the private sector in isolated inner-city and rural nelghborhoods.

So T hope that will be a part of the work we conclude in the days
remalnlng in this congress1onal session.

‘Welfare reform itself was a blpartlsan effort. It
became an American issue. Now, prov1d1ng jobs and opportunity and
new businesses and new free enterprise in these nelghborhoods that
still have not felt the economy should also be an American 1ssue

' We have now the lowest unemployment 1n 28 years, the
lowest inflation in 32 years, the highest homeownership in history,
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wages are on the rlse for our families after 20 years of stagnatlon
‘This is our window of maximum opportunity to make sure every poor
person in America stuck on welfare has a chance to be a part of
‘America's future and to share in the American Dream. If we can't do
it now, when our economy and our prospects and our ‘confidence are so
‘strong, then when?’ ' :

Now we have jobs waiting to be filled in almost every

~community. . I've been working with people here in Washington, D.C. -

there are hundreds of thousands of jobs in information technology-
related fields open today, everywhere from Silicon Valley to the
suburban areas of the nation's capital. If we make the best use of
-this time, we can change the whole culture of poverty and long
neglected neighborhoods. We can help millions more people ensure
that their children will be raised in homes full of hope and prlde
based on dignity and work. : :

To all.of you who have made this day come to pass, who
have played a role in. the progress of .the last two years, and to all
of you who are committed to keeping on until the job is done, I
extend the thanks of our nation. Great job. Let's do better.

Thank you very much and God bless you. '(Applause.).

END 3:28 P.M. EDT
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MR. LOCKHART: :Hello. 1In my'jetlagged state, Barry.gave

me a task I could handle, and this is'about it == to introduce our

special guests today. As we talked about this morning, the President
will be celebrating the second year annlversary of the passage of the
Welfare Reform Act and will be updating us on the progress as well as
making 'a series of announcements that the President's Chief Domestlc

Advisor Bruce Reed, and the Secretary of Labor Alex1s Herman are here
to talk about today :

MR REED Today the President will, as Joe sald give a
progress report on the welfare law which was slgned about two -years

‘ago this month, and take another historic step to end welfare as we

know it by ellmlnatlng one of the last vestiges of the old welfare
system, which is an anti-work, anti-family regulatlon called the 100
hour rule, which I'll explain in a moment.
N - L |

But, flrst in the last couple of years, we've seen a
real revolution in the welfare system and an explos1on of work and
responsibility around the country. and- today HHS is releas1ng its
first annual report on the welfare law to Congress. And the report
finds that, as the President has pointed out before, welfare -
caseloads have dropped by over 3 million since the welfare law was
signed -~ a 27 percent drop. We now have 8.9 million people on
welfare, which is the lowest percentage of Americans on welfare since
1969. S : S S : : T

: And the HHS report 1ncludes the best evidence yet that
people aren't just leaving welfare, they're leaving welfare for work.
It cites new Census Bureau.data showing that the- rate of individuals
on welfare who are working- in the following year 'increased by nearly
30 percent between 1996 and 1997. ~ That translates to 1.7 million

- adults who were on welfare in 1996 who were ‘then working.in 1997.

, "We've also found.that contrary to what critics said at
the time the law was signed, we've seen not a race to the bottom in
states around the country, but a race to independence. States are
actually spending more 'per person on welfare-to-work efforts than

" they were before the welfare law was passed. And these findings are

consistent with a recent NGA report that found that states are
spending more than half on child care -- 50 percent more on chlld
care than they were before the. law was nassed, and spending about a
third more on helping reLWplcnts nove to work. : B :

But as the President has said time and again, our work
is not done. And today, Secretary Hermen is going to announce more
welfare-to-work grants, which are a follow-on to the balanced budget
law that was passed and signed a year ‘azo. We're also announcing
today the Vice President has updated his report to the President on
federal hiring; the federal government has hired 5,700 people off of
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_welfare, Wthh is more than halfway to our goal of 10,000 by the year
2000. : ‘

: And today we are 1ssu1ng a regulatlon that does away
with the so-called 100 hour rule. Let me try to explain that for
you. For the last 30 years, the o0ld welfare system has said that
two-parent families on welfare would lose Medicaid coverage if they
worked more than 100 hours in a given month. And this rule only
applied to two-parent families. So, for example, a two- -parent family.
that wasn't working at all would get Medicaid coverage; but a two-
parent family that worked 25 hours a week would lose that health
coverage. This rule was anti-work, it was anti- family, anti-
marriage. It said that if you want health care you have two choices:
-you can either not go to work or not det married. And it said to a
father that his children would essentially be better off lf he stayed
home or walked out than if he went to work. :

Now, in recent years, a number of states have gotten
waivers to get around this rule. - But in order to protect the
Medicaid guarantee for poor children, which was one of the most
important battles we had with the Conqress in 1996 in securing -the
welfare law, the 1996 welfare law locked in the Medicaid eligibility
rules that were in place at the time. So, in other words, anyone on
welfare today is eligible for Medicaid if they would have been
eligible in July 1996. ,But that had the effect of making impossible
for states. to apply for waivers of this so—called hundred hour rule.

, So today we're, puttlng forward a regulation that puts

the 100 hour rule to rest for good. It enables any state to set its
own rules for Medicaid coverage of two-parent families. And we
anticipate that at least 130,000 people will get Medicaild coverage as
a result. - And perhaps just as important it sends, for the first
time, the signal that the new welfare system no longer undermines
work and famlly, but supports marrlage and 1s helplng people go to
work.

And withﬂthat, Alexis.

Q Was .our-briefer right this merning, it affects 20
states and the Dlstrlct of Columbia? .

MR. REED: Thirty two states currently have waivers; 18
states will be == 1t will affect 18 states and the District of
Columbia.

SECRETARY HERMAN' Thank you very, very much, Bruce.-
Let me just say-that the Department of Labor has been extraordlnarlly
pleased to have been a part-of the successful effort of the President
to reform welfare as we know -it. And our role has been principally
one of helping to move individuals today from the welfare rolls
11terally to the payrolls. ' :

'I believe the statistics’ trrat Bruce has just glven you,
1nd1cat1ng in the past year the number of individuals who have made
that transition, is a testament to the hard work that has gone on
clearly at the state level and in local communities really to think
really outside of the box and to get from inside of the Beltway in
meeting many of the challenges today that states and local
mun1c1pa11t1es face.

: The Department of Labor specifically had the
responsibility for the $3 billion that was appropriated by Congress
last year. That $3 billion was to be utlilized over a two-year
peried. Seventy-five percent of those funds was to go on a formula
basis to states to help them meet their challenge of moving
‘individuals from welfare to work. An additional 25 percent or
approximately $7OO million of those funcs was to be used on a
_ competitive basis.
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Today, the President w111 announce that an addltlonal

'51x states will come in for formula grants to the tune -of $60

million. Those states include New Hampshire, New Mexico, Maryland,
and Maine, Virginia, West Virginia, and Guam. These stateés will now
bring the total to 38 states that have actually. received welfare-to-
work grants from the administration. All total, we have actually
received 47 plans from states to date, but the announcement by the
President to date will actually bring the totadl of states receiving

funds to 38. I should point out that only six states thus far will
‘not be coming in for these competitive and formula-based monies

3

Q Why not?

B SECRETARY HERMAN: Well, when we look speCLflcally, Sam,
at the states that are not coming in for the grants, they include
states like Idaho and .Utah -- those states that actually have small
welfare-to~-work issues if you will in terms of the populations that
they are attempting to serve. There are only two other states in
that mix =~ Ohio and Mississippi -- that the governors actually chose
not to accept these funds. But, otherwise, the other four states,
which includes -- I think I have a list here -~ South Dakota,
Wyoming, Utah, and Idaho -~ basically are meeting challenges within
the TANF funds that they already have available,.and their caseloads
are not as Slgnlflcant to manage otherwlse. T

: ‘I should point that as a part of my overall work as
Secretary of Labor that I have spent at the President's request a
great deal of time traveling to many of our work sites; meeting with
employers; meeting with individuals who are making the transition;
talking with governors, "talking with mayors. And as we conclude thls
one 'year anniversary, I..believe that there are three unlque
challenges that we certalnly face in the future

First, a recognltlon that the hardest. challenge really
remains because the hardest to serve still remain on the welfare
rolls. And as we attempt to meet those challenges for those who have
multiple barriers to employment; these funds that the Congress has
appropriated and that the President requested I believe is going to
make that transition easier as we go.into the future months ahead,
and, as we have heard the report today that the President will be
announcing, that we will see even a further decrease in thosé who are
actually leaving the welfare rolls and jolnlng the ranks of the
unemployed.

' o Secondly, I think it's ‘also 1mportant to point out that,
historically, the emphasis really has been on getting the job, but
today the emphasis really is on keeping the job. In this economy
that is performing certainly extraordinarily, the emphasis really is-
not as much on getting that job, but what we can do to eliminate
barriers today to help individuals be successful once they are:
employed. So issues.like child care and transportation become very

fcrltlcal ln terns of helplng 1nd1v1duals to be successful at work

I thlnk also the Pres1dent‘ request: for the hou51ng

" vouchers, to make sure that individuals can locate where those jobs

are is also going to be increasingly important because we know that
three out of four jobs today that are being created are actually in
the suburban communities and not in the central areas where
oftentimes the 1nd1V1duals who are on welfare. are, in fact,
concentrated. . ’

And the third point.that I would point out is the fact
that today, employers really see this pool of new workers - as just
that, I think, a talent pool of new workers, and that they are more
willing to make the investment to hire these individuals and’' to see
it as a real and 51gn1flcant contribution to their overall bottom

" line.
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We've had study after study after study of employers who
have repeatedly said that they are experiencing enormous success with
the individuals that they are hiring; oftentimes their retention
rates are exceeding those of those who comprise their normative
population of their own employees, and they state that they would
hire these individuals again if given the opportunity.

Ooverall, I. thlnk the future for welfare to. work and for
us seeing people get off the long road of adversity and certalnly the
trap that they have been in for these many years being on welfare, o
we're seeing those barriers fall; we're seeing these programs make a
difference; we're seeing creative and innovative ideas that are
taking place at the state and local level. And I think, in the end,
we will be able to say that this program was a success.

With that, we'll take any questions you have.

Q - MadamASecretary, are you concerned with the slowing
or the slowdown in the economy that the job creation is going to stop
and the chances of moving people are going to be drying up?

SECRETARY -HERMAN: No, I'm not concerned, because if you
look overall at what is happening in the labor market today, the low
unemployment rates that we are experiencing -- you still hear
employers talking about skill shortages. They're still looking for
employees that they can make real investments in. And I believe that
‘these 1nd1v1duals do - represent a new pool of workers today for
employers . . :

_ Q Secretary Herman, do you really think that -- flrst
of all, for so many years you've heard a lot of welfare rec1p1ents,
especially welfare mothers, say .that, I cannot have a man in my home
because the system was against me.’ And for so many years this has
gone on and you've set a precedent, the federal government set a
precedent with this. - Do you think that the changing of this 100 hour
rule will really make a difference to get a man back into the. family,
to have two-parent famllles, to actually help ease the welfare rolls?

SECRETARY HERMAN Oh, I think 1t w1ll deflnltely make a
difference. As a part of my own travels, not only have I heard many
stories like this, but I think that other reality is that even with
our own guidelines, with the grants that we are awarding from the
Department of Labor, we've put a special emphasis on noncustodial
parents to encourage fathers .in particular to take respon51b111ty for
the raising of their. children, to engage them. in. parenting skills and
to try and reunite them with family environment, so to speak.

. 8o, yes, I think it will make a difference. "'And I think
everything-we.can do*in this regard'to bring families together is
what we have to do in terms of examlnlno our own pollc1es and
regulatlons

Q To follow on that questlon, the 135 000 figure
seems low based on all the anecdotal incidents you hear about. I
' mean, do you think there might be many more people nationally
affected by this rule than the 135,0007? What .is that based on?

MR. REED: That's based on our estimate -- 32 states’
already have waivers that allow them to do this, so this is an
estimate based on the remaining 18 states. It could be more than
130,000 -- I think it could be perhaps twice that if every. state took
the option, but this is our best estimate of what we anticipate.

Q  What you and the President then are telling us

today is that people who oppose this program like Governor Cuomo,
Senator Kennedy, Reverend Jackson, were dead wrong?
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' SECRETARY HERMAN-: T am saying today -- and certainly I.

‘am not 901ng to stand here, Sam, ‘and ‘say that they were. dead wrong -

'WZQ - They sald to the Pre51dent don' t SLgn thls blll -

SECRETARY HERMAN' They said, don t sign the blll - And

I would say4that based on the evidence- that we have to date -~ and’
. this is work in progress -- but based on this work in 'progress, that

to date, we are successful in what it is we are attempting to do -=
and that is to concretely move individuals from the welfare rplls to
the pay rolls, to give. them the infrastructure that they w1ll need to
be successful once they're on those jobs; and to engage in inhovative

‘strategies to reach out to, for 1nstance,~m1551ng fathers, to try and .
. come up w1th creatlve pOllCleS to help reunlte famllles.“ '

- They 'said chlldren would be hurt by taking parents

'«off the welfare rolls, by forcing them off, the chlldren would

suffer Have you found that to be the case7

SECRETARY HERMAN. I have found in my travels and the

'1nd1v1duals that I have talked with:that the" largest issues as. it
. relates to children in particular being 1mpacted are challenges that

clearly we face in the child care arena. There's more that we have
to do to ensure that we have afferdable, ‘accessible, and available
child care so that these mothers in particular -- and I'm speaklng
largely of mothers -- will have the opportunity to go out, get the
jobs, get the training that they need, and to know that the children
are going to be taken care.of. But that is the biggest challenge

‘that I have encountered on the road. It is the question of child

care for our chlldren and we need to-do more in that area, in

'partlcular.

‘Qk .How much is it attrlbutable to the good economy and

" to the law 1tself7

SECRETARY HERMAN. Clearly, I thlnk 1t's a- comblnatlon

' I belleve that the fact that we do have a good economy today and that

employers are looklng -for .new workers certainly enables us to see the
success that.we're seeing- today, partlcularly with welfare rec1p1ents-

‘:Ewho are making that tran51tlon

: But I- also belleve that much of ‘what you're seelng is
the fact that you have a lot of governors and mayors. and local county
officials who really are thinking outside of the box, who. are‘looklng
at innovative and creatlve ways to help us reform welfare as we

tradltlonally knew lt i , . o ) . %'

‘ Q Madam Secretary,~on a sllghtly dlfferent toplc, the -

‘Speaker of the House has accused the White House and. the Clinton
-~ administration of being in- support. of a shutdown strategy over the.

‘budget and the budget battles that are trew1ng How do you respond
L to that° . : T

SECRETARY HERMAN:: Well I’m'not here to comment on the -

vubudget per se, and I'm not aware of exaotly what the Speaker has
- said. I would only: say, however, 'in response to the question that I

don't think that there is anyone in this administration who wants. to -

. see the government shut down over the budget. T believe the :issue .

here’' -- what are the priorities 'in terms of what we're going to fund
in terms of the Precaaent's prlorltles and what'we're asklng}for in
Q. Bruce, can you respond to‘that'alSO,'please?/;;

' . , MR REED. T thlnk I'd say the same thing. We'! re not .
interested in shutting the government down, we want to keep the
country 'going.  ‘And the -President has laid out ‘clear prlorltles for
what we need .to do in education, in -other areas. "And we hope'to work

o
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“’communltles.'

Wlth Congress to make progress and get approprlatlons bllls he can

: - Q On the - federal government's goal for hlrlng by the
year 2000, can you explain the wide discrepancy between, say, the
Commerce Department, which so far has only met' 15 percent of its
- goal, versus Treasury, which has met 232 percent -- why is there such
a blg dlfference 1n the success rate?

MR. REED. I belleve in the partlcular case of the
Commerce Department, much of their commitment to hire people off
-welfare is tied to the census. So many of the people that they' re.
-going to bring on llne w1ll be” cOmlng later in the process.

But we're worklng closely with all the agencies, and the
Vice President gives them -a nudge every now and then to keep them on
track. And we're oonfldent that we! re going to be able to meet and
exceed that goal - -

- Q Do you»know why thevstate'Department is only 20
percent?. o LT ' : L

MR. REED. I don’t Happy tc lock 1nto 1t for you, but
I don't know off the top of my head :

Qo Secretary Herman, on the hou51ng vouchers issue, I
know 1t's a controversial.issue in several communities throughout the
country, especially in Baltimore City. How do you tell the average
.American -who lives =-- well, middle class American that lives in a
middle class nelghborhood that doesn't have poverty in its
neighborhood, we'll accept someone from the  inner-city, low income
housing developments move here so that they could.get closer to work?
And, I mean, a lot of persons are very upset about having low-income
Lwelfare recipients llve next to them just for the sake of saying
‘better education and gettlng to their: job., What do you say to that
average Amerlcan who is flghtlng that? - ‘

SECRETARY HERMAN: Aprll as I look at the pr1nc1ples of -
the hous1nq voucher program and -what we are trying to do. here, it -
really .is to give individuals a leg up, if you will, to help solidify
~ them on the road to success. And my experience has been, in talking
~with many mayors who have the respon51blllty for 1mplement1ng these
kinds of programs that they have been very successful in. '
-integrating, in. malnstreamlng, if you will, the voucher process.
Faith-~based communities,:ih particular, have been particularly
‘helpful, I think, in meeting the neighborhood challenges of helping
~individual families make those transmtlcns into key nelghborhoods and

oo . I have personally not met in the maln of my own travels
.‘and discussions individuals who are adverse, if you will, to the -
“concept or to the proposal. I think when people uhderstand ‘that
individuals really are trying to do something for themselves and for
. their families -that they .are taklng responsibility, that they want to
‘make -a‘difference, I find support is there.. And I'm finding that
increasingly, partlcularly in small towns and communltles that I
‘travel to. o ' :

‘ Q Madam Secretary, are you keeplng any flgures on the.

k5 people who are falllng out of the welfare program losing their .

benefits, but not going to jobs? What 2re the figures on that, and

what alternatives do they have as they're moving from the private

- séctor to. fill the gap as the government proceeds w1th this? Are you
,follow1ng this at all’ : : .

: SECRETARY HERMAN° Yes. The Department of Health and ,
Human Services has the responsibility for the overall evaluation of ’

V':«?the effort itself, and.as a part of the evaluation process we are .
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tracklng those 1nd1v1duals that we're not . necessarlly able to place

'?,1n employment or. that. are having issues, if you will, in terms of a

repéat employment experlences and not .able to successfully malntaln ‘a
jéb. We're trying to examine what are the factors that are

contributing .to those partlcular situations and what, if anythlng, we;.(~

" should do differently in follOW1ng throngh on those partlcular
1nd1v1duals. . , « :

ey B .
r‘r’

Q. - Do you thlnk the’ Pres1dent is g01ng to change hls
story about Monlca Lew1nsky° ‘

| SECRETARY HERMAN: _That‘is somethlhg'l'am not going to.
comment on, Sam ‘ S .. . . » o

: .Q' : What are the numbers again -- the total number of
) people who have gone from Welfare to work’

MR REED: When we tookAofflce there were 14.1 million
people on welfare At the time the welfare law was signed there were

- cl2.2 mllllon, -and there are now 8.9 mllllon,; So it's-a-3.3 million

drop 51nce August of '96
V :llQ . Thank~you,l

END © . . 1:45 P.M. EDT
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', Presidential -Hall

A 'THEléRESIDENT: Good'morning, ladies'and;gentlemen.
This is a good way to start- the day, isn’t it? (Laughter )
We re all g01ng to feel better when we leave here

. . I.et me thank the prev1ous speakers ~- flrst I want to'ﬂ

*f‘thank Robert Higgins and his entire organlzatlon for setting an | -
..example for corporatlons ‘throughout -America. And I thank ‘his :

" employees for coming here today and. for belng a vivid human .

1llustratlon of how welfare reform can work at 1ts best
‘ I thank my good frlend of many years, Governor Mel .

. Carnahan, and ‘Mrs.. Carnahan who is hére with him. We made two of

our major welfare reform announcements over the last several

. years in Mlssour1~because no. .state has worked harder to do thlS
- right,;"in a both humane and effectlve way LT .

» I want to thank Carlos - I was looklng at hlmr—-'I.V
don’ t know ‘how many -- how many public speeches do you think

Carlos has made in. his life? ' (Laughter.) Man; he stood up here, .
he had his head up, .his 'shoulders back -- (applause.) I was ‘
thinking as I was watchlng him-that: after he does all that~
computer: stuff ‘and makes money for a few years, that we’re “always

‘looking for.a few good candldates in thlS bu31ness, and.he looked

) awfully good. . (Laughter ). Lo e D e
e N I would llke to thank Secretary .Shalala, Secretary .;

.~ Herman,  and Secretary Slater for their work on welfare reform.
.And there are two members of the House of Representatives here’

* today who ‘represent: very différent ‘districts, but who have a
passionate interest in.this whole subject -- Representative Ben
Cardin from Maryland and Representative Rubin Hinojosa from South
Texas.. And I thank them for belng here and for what they’ ve _done"

“jhfor thlS ‘cause. (Applause ) .

: And my good frlend Jane Campbell Countf Commissioner‘
. 'from Cayahoga County, Cleveland, Ohio." And I'd like to say a
. special word, if I might, before I get into my remarks about Eli

ﬁ ’ :

. You know, it takes a specral almost a genlus, to start
somethlng that didn’t exist before: And a couple of years ago -
when I announceéd in the State of the Union we were g01ng to have
this welfare-to-work partnership, we had five companles A
couple of years later we have 10,000 companles N o

"l o
t

. : . Yesterday, you may have seen in/the press, I went. home
E to Arkansas to look at some terrible tornado damage. At each
?place where I went, both these places, .there was a team of our ..
yourng AmeriCorps volunteers from all over America -- and most of
‘them had never. been to Arkansas before One of the. teams was-
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from St. Louis, working on the tornado damage. These young
Americans give a year, sometimes two years of their lives; they
earn credit for college. In four years there have been over
100,000 AmeriCorps volunteers. It.took the Peace Corps 20 years
to get to 100,000 volunteers. - Eli Segal also started AmeriCorps.
So for two great contributions to the United States, .we thank hlm
for his remarkable, remarkable - (applause )

One of the reasons that I ran for Presz_dent in 1992 was
to change the welfare system as we then knew it -- to move from a
system that promoted independence and had no incentives for
parents who are not custodial parents to be responsible, and
ba81ca11y gave people a check that was almost always inadequate,
in the name of being humane, which assumed, more often than not,
~that they had no capac1ty to work and support thelr children.

All these thn.ngs were done w:.th the best of . intentions
-~ we either assumed people couldn’t do the right thlng or we
assumed that they wouldn’t do the right thing, and so, well, we -
made the best of an imperfect world by at least cutting a check
once a month and then making sure that -- and I approve of this
and kept it -- there were nutrltlonal and health beneflts for the
children. .

~ And it seemed to me that we -ought to -- before ‘we just
continue to give. up on this -- we now had created a couple or.
three generations in some places of people who depended on
welfare checks and repeated the. pattern of the past -- that we
ought to try to develop a system that ‘at least would try to
create incentives and, where appropriate, requirements that would
promote 1ndependence, work and family respon51b11:1.t1es

Now, everybody llked the idea and wanted to do it, but .
a lot of people, :anludlng a lot of very good people who had
- labored for years in this system, doubted that it could be.done.
"And so we started working at it. -And in the past six years, I
think it’s obvious that the Amerlcan people have done a lot to .
change all that. Y _ : :

When I became Pres;rdent I worked w:.th 43 states --

Governor Carnahan mentiored this -- before we passed legislation,’

to just free them of federal rules which undermined thelr ability
- to create a system that would promote work and family. There

were many innovative programs that already were beglnnlng to move.

. large numbers of people from welfare to work, even before 1996
It was in that year that I was .able to sign the landmark
bipartisan welfare reform law. : I said then that our nation’s
answers to the. problems  of poverty will no longer be a never-.
ending cycle of welfare, ‘but instead the dlgnlty, the power, the
‘ethic of work. T . A

Today we can -actually foresee a tlme when we can break
the cycle of welfare for good -- when welfare'will literally be a
support system given to people in hard economic times, or when
personal misfortune occurs, but that it will not be the rule of
life for large numbers of our fellow c:Lt:Lzens

Already we now see welfare rolls in Amerlca are the
lowest they’ve been in 30 years -- for the first time in 30 .
'years, below 8 million people;. down by 44 percent since I took
office. And the same people -- the number of people on welfare
‘who are also working some, taking that first step toward
responsibility, has tripled. Every state -- every state -- is

- now meeting . the work participation standards required under the
welfare reform law, something I confess that even I did not
believe would happen. None of belleved that they would -- every

MORE',
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‘ s:Lngle one of them s0 far is’ meetlng the work . partlc:Lpatlon .
standards of the welfare reform law.. = ‘ L
: "Amerlca is worklng agaln, and thls work is transformlng
‘llves ‘and families.:. The welfare system is no’ longer holdlng
‘people back 4 1t 1s help:Lng them ‘to move ahead .
S e S:ane the goal here Z-and ‘let’s not forget what the
goal is -- it is. to empower individuals and strengthen families:
We've had-to do more. than simply put time llmlts onwelfare. As
I sa:Ld a moment - ago, 'those who.lose .their welfare. checks contlnue. ‘
to .get Health -and nutrltlonal support for their children -- and
- they should.. ‘It was one of the big battles we. fought here when

T we debated this, andiit'led to two.vetoes before we flnally got a- B

blll that I felt that I could. s:Lgn

o We also have :anreased our : support for tralnlng, for'’
transportatlon, for.child care for those who move' from welfare to !
work, recognizing. that there are barriers and we shouldn’t’ expect
‘people. to’ actually move from welfare to work and lower their
standard. of “1iving and lower their - -ability to. support: thelr
children. ‘And there is more support for child: care, b
: substant:.ally more, in thlS budget and for other thlngs T

i
e

. o e have glven more support for health care and Chlld
care for all low income working families. I think that our o
citizens should never forget that ‘the - largest number of poor ‘
‘pecplein America . are the working poor. And we ‘should be. . 7

sensitive of that. And with the help of Congress we have doub'led :

the earned income tax credit for families .with .children.. That lS"

.oa targeted tax cut’ that s lespecially generous to: low income .

worklng famllles ‘Aand today it’s worth about $1,000 to ‘every
family of four with an income-of under $30,000; and for families
of two and three, lower incomes, it‘s worth’ qulte a lot ‘of money.
So this was ‘a major contribution of the economic plan of 1993 and.
it alone, along with the increase in:- the minimum wage, has llfted
over» 2 mllllon chlldren dut of: poverty o Ce

o

.1'

' S Flnally, let me say, as all of you know I am try::.ng to a
raise the minimum wage. agaln because’ I. don't th:Lnk people should
work 80 poor chlldren can Stlll 'be in poverty (Applause PR

4 I think it is very 1mportant however, ‘that we - - .
recognlze that' much of the success of welfarée reform has come J
- because of the growth .of the’ econcmy - at large” -- nearly 18 -
‘million new .jobs in the last six years. 1 also think we’ have to
recognize that much; of the success,.of welfare. reform has ‘come’
because of the comm:.tment of people in the. prlvate sector to. do -
the right thing.. I think that if" there were no companies:willing
‘to have .the example that: Fleet has offered us today, thls would '
be much much harder R e S P S L

i And as we look ahead to the future, we have to assume
‘ that reaching. the. next '8 million people -- or just under 8
“"million people -- on.welfare will be. evern more challenglng than
réaching the 44 percent reduction' that we have seen achieved
‘already. Therefore, sinc¢e it’s not fair to require people to
. work unless they. have a chance ‘to work, -we have to honor and-
build «up and work w1th the prlvate sector to make sure - they have
' that chance : : : . : e

: As I sald we started two years ago w1th flve compan::.es
in the welfare to-work: partnershlp - Today there are 10,000. -
They have hired, retralned ~and often promoted llterally ‘hundreds -
- of thousands ‘of ‘people: And. as you- ‘have heard, this:is not f
charlty - 1t s good for famllles, but it’s also good for the g

Lo MORE K



~bottom line, and good for the communities.

- Now, smaller caseloads, bigger paychecks, are important
"signs of progress But. I think it’s also important that we
recognize this is about more than economics. .And I think you can
see that. There’s something intangible, even beyond the money,
.involved here -- the sense of security of these newly-working
members of our country; the sense of pride at being able to
support. a child, and being able to be a fully participating.
member of 8001ety : ’

So we have to. do more, and we now know what works. And
we’'ve seen examples of it today. We know that long-term welfare
recipients can be turned into- full-time workers. Now we must
ensure that we go to the next step, that we deal with the -
remalnlng people on welfare, and that we do it, recognizing that
it is a challenge, but also a phenomenal opportunity for the
~ United States and a respon51b111ty for those of us who can-do -
_something about it. . » ‘

In my State of the Union -address last week I said. that.
we can help another 200,000 Americans move from welfare to work
. with extra support in the federal budget. .To achieve that, I
- propose first that we renew the welfare-to-work. program, Which is
set to expire in the year 2000. My balanced budget includes. $1
billion to help states and communities build upon their record of
‘success. It .also dedicates $150'million of those funds to low .
income fathers who. fulfill their duty to work, to pay. Chlld
support to become part of their chlldren s llves

. And I think all of us were thrllled by Carlos s

" statement. But I would like to make one point here that he made
that I think ought to be made more exp11c1t There is a reason
that welfare reform has worked. There is a reason that programs
like this magnificent program in Minnesota, giving fathers the
tools they need to support their children, has worked. And that
is, most people are basically good people who want to do the
right thing. ;

You know, we have all these programs, we talk about all
these pollc1es and we hardly ‘ever say that. But I think that’s
worth stating. You saw a good-person up here, talking about a
child he loved. BAnd it’s so easy to forget that. The reason all
this stuff can be done is that human nature will rise to the
level of possibility:if given the opportunity and the guidance
and the support. That’s the reason- these rolls ‘have reduced so
much. L . -

You know, I hardly ever -- when. I was governor for 12

years I ran a welfare system in a poor state -- I don’t.believe I
ever met ---.and I went to welfare offices, -and .I sat and talked.
with caseworkers and welfare recipients, and went-through the
details of it -- and I have never met a person who has said, you
know, I really love getting this welfare check, and I hope I
never have to hit a lick. (Laughter.) I never met a person who-

said, gosh, I’'m proud that I never pay any child support to my
child. You know, there may be a few, but to pretend that is
anything like more than a small mlnorlty 1s a foolish assumptlon
(Applause ) ' :

. So I say, this is very 1mportant And this $150
‘mllllon to support people, so there can be more stories like
Carlos Rosas’, is very, very important. Many states are using
some. of their welfare-to-work funds, as you heard from Governor
Carnahan already, to get fathers to sign personal responsibility
contracts, to do the right thing by:their chlldren +And now this

‘MORE.
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extra $150 mllllon will help to ensure that every state can have

this kind of effort, and that every community that has any L
‘substantlal number, of péople who would fall under this category
~can do- the. ‘kinds of thlngs we’ ve. heard about 1n this Minnesota .
program. : . : : o

. , But ‘we have more to do. Wlth the longest peacetlme _
expans:.on in history, with a contlnually growing economy, . ¢ i
bu81nesses have -to reach wider to get new talent. They have to
bring more welfare rec1p1ents 1nto the workplace 1f we're g01ng
to contlnue to' grow ;_ : : .
oo So we - have to see thlS as an opportunlty to make
permanent: gains in dealing with the’ -welfare challenge. And
therefore; I:think we ‘have to do more to help those rec1p1ents
who are Still on.the rollS: K And -.as' I said, they’re often.the -

greatest challenges to gett:.ng people :Lnto the work force

ot Sy o

Example number one -- that’s why Secretary Slater is
here' today =- two-thirds of the new jobs in America - ‘are in the
“suburbs; three ‘quarters of the welfare rec:Lplents are ‘in the
cities, or in isolated rural areas. So you’ve got the jObS in .
the middle, ‘and the welfare rec:Lp:Lents :Ln the c1t1es or in, theg
‘,‘rural areas. . . . '

: , Our balanced budget w:Lll double fundlng to get workers
to the workplace -- for transportaticn support. It also has a
50-percent increase in housing vouchers, to help families - find
Aaffordable homes closer to the- jobs' and- avo:Ld dlfflcult and g
'sometlmes, actually 1mposs:Lble commutes ' : oL . !

, Now, - these are the kinds of thlngs that I thlnk we

X ought to be doing.. - We don t have any excuse not to do it.. . We

* have. the example of Fleet.. 'We have the example of Mlssourl and ,
Governor Carnahan. - We have the example of Carlos Rosas. - We have’

 the .example of these fine women who stood up when they were .
introduced -as employees of Fleet .. ~And we.now know that it is not °
only the ‘right- thlng to do for our country, it is- the right: thlng"
to do for our companles o , .

‘ ' ‘ So I hope’ that we w1ll ‘have enormous blpartlsan support
"“"for th'is new'advance. .in ‘the. welfare budget,. And I hope all ofi
you will do everythlng you can to spread the word across the ‘
country that it 'is good for America to do this, and it will work

. because most people are good people and they want to, do the rlght
.thlng ‘ ' « Cooae e "i :
Thank you very much. (Applause .') ' ' ‘

U END i 0 11:20 A.M. EST
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SECRETARY SHALALA Not untll after we - flnlsh welfare

reform. (Laughter.)’ As. the President said, our budget will
» »include additional resources to support our. ongolng efforts to "

help young ‘parents .move, from welfdre to work, and’ spec1f1cally,.4f

-~ today we're talklng ‘about $430 million in’ hous1ng vouchers to'
“help families secure more stable. hous1ng, and $150 million in !

transportatlon a551stance to help workers get to thelr jObS ‘

~And one of the thlngs the Pres1dent p01nted out in. h1va

jfspeech was the workers are located in different places from theé

jobs and, therefore, transportatlon and child care become very'

.critical pieces to our overall efforts to get. people to work. -

‘about those

The budget also ‘extends - the welfare to-work opportunlty’i”;

tax credlt to encourage ‘more businesses. to hire we'lfare

re01p1ents, and .it reauthorizes the welfare-to- work bill that the
Labor Department admlnlsters _ And Secretary Herman w1ll talk

Jy“‘

These programs bulld on our success to date As you

'know, the President announced today that welfare. caseloads are: atﬂ“'

" the lowest levels in 30 years, and the percentage of welfare

e

.. in the law. ‘lw...xpy*%fﬂgr.am;_hv A @thm.y:{‘h’

recipients who are working has tripled since this admlnlstratlon
began early in .1993. Approx1mately 1.5 mllllon ‘people who were

on welfare- in 1997 were, working in’ 1998, . and all :states. for whlch_,’
‘we'.Have data are. meetlng ‘their work part1c1patlon rates, which:

means that it’s not just scattered across the country as to. whlch[
states are moving.welfare rec1p1ente to work. it’s happening in
every state and each . state is meetlng the targets . that were set

" L r'.

f Let me also. say the Vice. Pre81dent is . announc1ng today

‘that we’re also: g01ng to .try to cover more people with Medicaid,

-specifically, legal immigrants. ‘The new proposals which. w1ll ‘go .
ito Congress: glves a Medicaid optlon for pregnant women . and” v

;chlldren who are ;legally in this. country. .And the states’ w1ll be
allowed to cover them w1th Medicaid, assuming that the blll ‘

passed. . It s somethlng that we ve been wantlng to do for a- long

in addltlon to that legal 1mm1grants who have been i
here for five years and become disabled will ‘be ellglble for SSI,

wihlch‘w1ll include Medicaid. So this is an expansion of beneflts
' for legal immigrants, for groups that were left.out.,of the:

© . original welfare bill. These expansions:that we're recommendlng i
~"are consistent with our ‘earlier recommendations, and that is we ’
‘have lohg believed that legal immigrants ought to have, = .-
‘particularly pregnant women and children: and the dlsabled ought
‘to have access to health care. j vy ; o »,- “;~

o We've  come a long way -~ All of these are our: efforts tOj

'fmake work pay, to keéep people 1n the work force, ‘to’ help them get,
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in the work force in the first place, to recognize that people
need child care and transportation and health care to get off
welfare and into work.

SECRETARY HERMAN: Thank you very, very much Secretary '

Shalala. 1It’s still afternoon -- good afternoon
Q Good afternoon.

. - SECRETARY HERMAN Let me say, first of all, Secretary
Shalala has already said, and many of you know, the Pres:.dent is
requesting an additional $1 billion for one year to continue our
work on the efforts to increase individuals who are. leav;mg the
. .welfare rolls to gain employment :

We believe that this new request will help to further
the work on those who are hardest to serve, who still remain on
the welfare rolls. And we recognize that really the hardest’
challenge does remain, because the hardest to serve still remain
on the welfare rolls. : ,

To this end, we hope to.use these funds to more

. directly target these individuals and to work closely with

- governors, with mayors, with other elected officials around the
country to continue to make a difference. We have simplified our
eligibility in this round. We know that these individuals for

- the most part are those who have poor to no work histories. They
have very little education; perhaps they have not completed high
.school. Oftentimes they may have problems with substance abuse,
or they may be individuals with a disability.

A In the fprevious round you had to have multiple factors
to qualify for our program: eligibility This time around you
need only have one of those criteria in order to partic:Lpate in
the training programs. 3 ,
| Q How many are there in that category?

SECRETARY HERMAN: We believe that: there are

approximately 40 percent overall in terms of those who are on the.

welfare rolls in,that population.
Q - How many people?

| 'SECRETARY HERMAN:. I don’t have the exact finite .
numbers. It’s about 8. million still left, representing about 40
million of that population 4

We ve . also put a very. speCial focus in this round on
non-custodial. parents, or really for the most part, single
fathers, because we want to make sure the non-custodial parents,
primarily who are fathers in this instance, not only assume
responsibility, but that they will also have the opportunity to
partic:Lpate in the parenting of these children

I can. te’l you firsthand as someone who ‘has traveled |
the country to meet with many of these young men, they really do
want to be involved in the lives of their children, but they do
need the assistance to know oftentimes just how to get started or
what parenting-is all about. ‘And I'm very hopeful that this
‘additional focus with these new resources will certainly enable
us to bring more fathers into this equation.

Q So fathers are encouraged to stay in- the home now?

‘SECRETARY HERMAN: ' Fathers will be encouraged to.
participate in the rearing of their children. Unlike the old
laws where they were penalized for their presence, we want to
make sure that parents are involved -- both parents are involved
with these children together. Not necessarily in the home.

MORE .
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" We're saylng ‘that non- custodlal parents are actually ellglble for o
" the tralnlng support : o : - '
N And then the thlrd aspect of thls 1n1t1at1ve where v
we’ re adding new features is to ‘bring 1ncreased support dlso to .
‘Native Americans. We’'re doubling our. support in terms of what we
have done to date in putting an emphasis in particular on Native
Americans and worklng more closely, partlcularly with reservatlon\
. communltles \ :

t

. : And I"am" hopeful that w:Lth the reform of the jOb
tralnlng program, that all-of these efforts working' together, as
we are ‘also reforming our overall job tralnlng systems, will
basically boost the support that we’re giving generally to
:Lndlv::.duals who are maklng the transition. S » : j‘ P

B T know that e 11 have t:Lme for questlons afterwards
‘and I want to . give Bruce just a few minutes ‘to come in, because »
if there has been one individual who has been the chlef ‘architect
from the beglnnlng for the President on this" pollcy, it’'s been '
Bruce Reed -He'’s done a very good jOb . S

Bruce B D N

R MR REED Well, thankv’:you,vlrﬁlex,i!s; ‘And. thank '-“you-,"".
Donna. - . , ’ P " ) ) o L _< ) ,‘. .\ B L ) .

, I want to just stress two pornts 'First is, the - .
1mportance .of what we’re learning about work. The record drop .in
the caseload. gets, all the attention. We've. cut the caseldad by
‘neéarly: half s:ane ‘the President tock office. wBut the more: .- ==&
important news’ is that .we’ve seen an explos:Lon of work by’ s:.ngle :
mothers, a real ‘transformation of the welfare system into a . :
system that s based on work '

.. Two’ StatlSthS to back that up: The flrst is that ‘the
number of . people on . welfare who are worklng has trlpled ‘'since .’ 92
Commcdt! s gone from, [T percent’ in ’92 ‘to: 22 ‘percent in this past.:
year, and over the long haul the more that we can make-thé world ~
of welfare look like the world of work, the easier 1t s g01ng to
be for: people to make the trans:rtlon .

The second flgure is that we’'ve seen a record. number of -
' people who were on welfaré the prev1ous year who are’ now working:
' The current’ flgure is 1.5"million in ‘98 who told the Census that.
' -- who had been on welfare the previous year and are now working.’
~'And that is nearly double the number from, ’92 when we toock- ’
offlce ‘ ;

[

3
[

h So we" have a lot of work to do, as Alexis and Donna L
' both said." .The. job is going to get ‘harder; the’ ‘caseload decllnes--
have béen remark_able, but the' people left on the rolls are going -’
to need more help. BAnd that'’'s why we’re doubling the amount of
money for transportatlon assistance, to help people move from
welfare to work. We have a 50-percent 1ncrease in housing o
- vouchers, so people can move cloSer to jobs. . And we're- also' ,
-.extending this program, that is targeted to the people in the
poorest communltn.es who need help mov:Lng from welfare to work g

L The other po:Lnt that I a- llke to make is that: the
.Pre51dent is also keeplng the other promlse he made when he . .
s:rgned the welfare law in ‘96, which is to restore benefits to -
legal immigrants that never should have been cut in the first'

. - place.. And the Vice President is"in California today’ announc:.ng L
“‘that our budget’ will in¢lude $1.3 billion over five yvears.and -

further restoratlons of beneflts to. legal 1mm1grants T e 5

: '.‘MORE
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We made an enormous amount of progress in 97 and ’98
'on a bipartisan basis and, as Donna said, we’re going to give
states the option the cover legal immigrant children who came in
here after the law was signed; also to cover -pregnant women and
to finally restore Medicaid and SSI coverage for people who come
to this country and become disabled after entry

Q What is it about’ Rhode Island that puts it at the
bottom of the’ 1lst from the standp01nt of 1mprovement in welfare3

- MR. ‘REED: - Well I thlnk there are different
explanations for dlfferent states.. Some states were slow to pass
enacting legislation ;-.California,vfor example, has a big
welfare system, a lot of work to do, and they didn’t reach
agreement on the laws to carry out until last year. Other
states, if you look down that list, have had some population
growth that throws the flgures off. a little b1t I don’'t have a
detalled -— .

Q - You don’ t- know specifically about Rhode Island?
MR. REED: 1I’'d be happy to look ‘at it for you.

Q But the percentage iS~not,basedeon.the numbers, is
it, it’s based on the percentage of whatever that number is that
came off the rolls. And it’s only 11 percent for Rhode Island.

\ MR. REED:  Some states -- and I suspect this may be
~ what is going on in Rhode Island -- some. states had a running
start. Governor Carnahan was here from Mlssourl, he’d been doing
it for several years before the law was signed. And I think
Rhode Island got off to something of a slow start. o

SECRETARY SHALALA: Remember that we put a large part
of the welfare reform in place before the bill was passed by .
using waivers. And one of the things the President referred to
in his statement was that 43 states already had waivers, which -
‘basically allowed them to put their own welfare-to-work system in
place before the bill was passed. So some of them --

MR REED Rhode Island did not have a walver

o SECRETARY HERMAN‘ - And they just got thelr welfare to-
Zwork funds on top of that. : ‘ . ;

‘ SECRETARY SHALALA; IBnt it's a very small number of
people. . ‘ : .

0  If one person is misused, it’s important. I
“understand it’s a small number T S ~

SECRETARY SHALALA Yes.

. - Q Last summer the Senate introduced a bill to extend
the work opportunity tax credit for three years, arguing that you
‘really need a multiyear tax credit to be effective. Why 1s the
administration only proposing a one-year extension?.

MR. REED: I believe that that’s the policy we’ve taken
across the board on all our tax credlts in this budget. So they
all explre at the same point.

Q1 Doesn t that 1end an uncertain business cllmate as
far as trying to - tax purposes. and to plan alead? Doesn’t that
act as a dlslncentlve when 1t s 80 --. . : :

MORE
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. ‘that has 1ncreased during thlS ——

Con

SECRETARY SHALALA It hasn’ t slowed down the number of-
businesses that have participated in welfare to work. 1In 'fact

SECRETARY HERMAN It S really made “iit’s made a !

' dlfference . And, Sam, I don’t wart you to m1s1nterpret what we

were saying in terms of the number. vy reference to the number in
terms of a small number. . Oftentimes when you have small ’

., communities who have not had the experience of focusing din on
“hard to serve populatlons this way, the challenge oftentlmes is’

greater for them in terms of -understanding what's requlred - And’
so I think it’s a comblnatlon of factors, when-you look at the ‘
state -of Rhode Island L - ‘ ‘ ,j

Q - Secretary Herman and Mr. 'Reed, could you elaborate
on the Supreme Court’s decision today not to adjust the census
for the expected under- count of - m1nor1t1es° o P

'MR. REED We jU.St heard about

SECRETARY HERMAN: We llterally just heard about it
coming out' to the briefing. So I .don’t have. any more. detalls
than what you ve llterally just heard . B

’ Q'f "But: what are your thoughts about that ' e»itherzone'?
‘SECRETARY HERMAN- 'Bruce, do you want . to comrhent" :

MR. REED: I thlnk you’ll just have to walt for Joe ,
We haven’t seen the oplnlon don t have anythlng to add at thls -
p01nt.> : : ¢ t ; . : .«1 '
. .0 . Secretary Shalala, 1f I could ask on another toplc
~—have you had a chance to review Senator Breaux’'s plan for
Medicare reform and, maybe more -specifically, what do you think
of the central idea of premlum support that he has in the plan'>

SECRETARY SHALALA We are 1n the process of rev1ew1ng
it.” I’'m not sure we have enough deétail to. say anything other :

‘than we’re going to be worklng w:Lth Senator Breaux and w:Lth the

members. of the commission:

' Fundamentally, we have been open to dlfferent

‘approaches as. long as they protéct people’s health care, as 1ong
‘as.at the end of the day people know that they’re going to get a.

benefit package and we know what the costs are going to be to

.individuals. As you know, a very high percentage of thém,

Medicare recipiénts, get poorer as they -get older, they don’t
have a lot of money, their out- of -pocket costs are already 20
percent . much of that. tled up 1n pharmaceutlcals

. So we' w:Lll be looklng at the detalls And I thlnk
Senator Breaux said, himself, that he hasn’t presented all the
details, just the :Ldeas And we will be’ rev:.ewn_ng ‘those and be

-talking to him and w:Lth other ‘members of the comm1351on

- MR REED: Aand just keep in mind the pr1nc1ples that :
the Pres:tdent laid out in the State of the Union. We want to 'see '

' 15 percent of surplus dédicated to make Medicare reform possible
and extend the trust fund to 2020. We'd also like to see

additional reforms that make it. possible to extend the trust fund

‘ to 2020 and prov:Lde prescrlptlon drugs:

“ Q : ...Than}; you-~r." - , : ’ '
I : END- . . - . 12:08 P.M. EST "
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‘i THE PRESIbENT., Good mornlng Last week ‘I spoke to you

'nabout the‘need for Congress to pass reforms to end, welfare as we know

it. ' I want’ Congress to send me.a bill tnat requires’ work, demands‘:.

~‘respons:.bllJ.ty, and’ prov1des the Chlld care people need to move from o
_welfare to .work. - ... . f: - I g

R . ‘ : ‘ ’ : . N [

Thls 1ssue is’ now before the, U S.,Senate. The truth 1s

"grRepubllcans and Democrats alike know what's needed to: get thls -job: .

done: - A'majority of senators 4n. both partles agree w1th me that

.welfare reform ' must: requlre everyone who can work to: go. to work .Wefr

";agree on: the need for the. toughest p0551ble child support. : ©
.~ enforcement: And we. agree that:no -one who can work should be able to
stay on welfare forever. So we are close.r,‘~‘x“fy S : DT

o i Congress could put a blll on my desk, a good blll

‘ fw1th1n the next few. weeks. After a generatlon of debate, .we have a

, ﬁDemocratlc governors ‘also strongly oppose Washington: telllng them to .
_ .throw .children off the rolls simply because their: ‘parents’ are ‘under:
.18 and unmarried.’ And the Catholic Church has ‘taken a Yery ‘'strong ﬂ:g'

\ ,;p031tlon on this, fearlng that to cut young people under 18 and thelr
':*chlldren off welfare would lead to \more abortlons., e coe

chance, finally, to do what's right for the’ taxpayers who" ‘pay for a

‘failed welfare system, and’ for ‘the peopla who are trapped by it. But

in recent. days we've seen unsettllng signs that progress could fall,
to” grldlock Thls week Republlcan,leaders -8aid' that a threat from ;
the far. rlght ‘in their own party rcould keep them from pa331ng a .

. ‘welfare reform bill this" year. ~A handful of senators are threatenlngf,

. . . to6 hold welfare reform hostage to their own- political views. They're. -

. ' threatening'to block a vote on any Bill- that doesn’'t cut off. all help;
“to chlldren whose mothers are poor, young and unmarrled.a'\.

I, belleve thelr p051tlon is wrong . Republlcan and

. !’

ThlS approach also would punzsh the 1nnocent chlldren off;'

;_'unmarrled teenagers for the mistakes of their: parents. This might
cut spending on 'welfare, but 1t wouldn t reform welfare to promote . -
" work and. respons;ble parentlng That's why SO, many Republlcans\and
,Democrats oppose 1t.;~v H}Q‘ ] o e v _ "~\. R N

- i N -
A

‘ S;" The threat of the senators To take thls extreme p081tlon
‘and block this welfare reform effort is  just wrong. We've’ come a . .
dlong way in the welfare reform débate. 1n ‘the last few years. . Not-so . .

Tﬂ very long- ago, many llberals opposed requlrlng all welfare rec1p1ents‘/

.. who can work to do so. ' And not so long ago, most conservatlves

:thought the government shouldn't ‘'spend money on child care,to glveij

‘Jwelfare mothers a: chance to go to work and” still be good parents..

1~'Now we have a broad consensus from both.  We should do both, and. we
ﬂshouldn ‘t.allow’ welfare reform to be held prlsoner to 1deoleglcal

. gpolltlcal debates.; i<’>, e o : ~'7fu"f
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N SO ran for Pre81dent to brlng new opportunlty to the»" o
‘Amerlcan people and demand more.. respon51blllty in return.: That' -
~.what. I"call the New COvenant -'And welfare reform 1s ‘a crucial part

:of this effort. We are now at an historic moment . The failure to
pass welfare reform this year. would be a. dlsserVLCe to.the Amerlcan

' people. It shouldn't become another victim to the politics of

gridlock: Republlcans and Democrats alike have. a. real responsrblllty
to brlng real change; to Washington, and a 'bipartisan majority in the-
Senate. is prepared to vote .for a welfare reform bill with tlme limits -
- and' real work requlrements, andKWLthout morallstlc dlctates ‘that. w1ll
'do ‘more harm than good.n_ T ‘ A »,w

. ‘ A few days ago, in a speech at Georgetown UnlverSLty, I

- sald ‘our leaders have Lo stop looklng only for political ‘advantage )
, and start looklng for common ground ~'ohallenged our leaders to do o
'1four thlngs.,f v S, )

: ‘ Flrst we need more conversatlon and less combat. So ..
~let s settle our dlfferences on welfare reform without resortlng to
'.leglslatlve trench warfare de51gned to stop real; reform at any coet.

A ’ . Second’ when we do. dlffer, we - ought to offer an e
”Valternatlve. When the vast. majorlty of Americans and. members of

- Congress agree on an issue- llke welfare reform, a small mlnorlty
shouldn't be able to get away with. "just say no™. polltlcs.~,j
. : Thlrd we ought to look at ‘our problems w1th a v1ew
,toward the long-term Mov1ng people frcm:welfare. to work will save a'x
1ot more- money in the long’ run than ‘thrcwing children off the ‘rolls:
>They 11 be in trouble-and they’ll cost us a. lot of money in the long ”
run,’ ‘and ‘a lot -6f our national life as well. We are never going to |
" end 'welfare unless people have the. tralnlng and child care to be- goodrp,
workers and good parents. o . s

C . And flnally, we shouldn't just berate the worst in.
'*Amerlca, we. ought to spend. more time concentratlng on the best.

-+ . That's. what I have done, by glVlng 29 'states the-freedom from. A ‘
o burdensome federal government regulatiors so they oan lead the way 1n“-
L helplng to flnd new ways to: end welfare.‘. o e :

I

\ The only way our country can meet the profound

challenges of ‘the 21st century -and’ the global: economy is if we ‘all
‘ pull together: and we all look’ forward.  We don't have a person to- .
- waste. . That's why welfare reform is so crltlcal We can t afford to»*
: »flllbuster away our future.ﬂj~-‘ ‘ ‘

) : . So I say to those in Congress who have 301ned me 1n
'~,demand1ng respon51blllty from. people’ on welfare, you have-a e ‘
responsibility,” too:. "Don’ t- place prlde of partlsanshlp -ahead of our

- national pride.  Don't pander to the partisan extremes. ‘Let's. not :
. let politics stand in the way of. maklng work: and respon51blllty a way '
= of llfe for: the next generatlon ’ . o *

i

L ,5f Thanks for llstenlng

- ,'ENI\J._' © .+ 10:11-A.M. EDT
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o : - THE PRﬂSIDENT I think we should gzve them another
‘}hand - they were fabulous ‘weren't ‘they? .’ '(Applause.’) Thank .
you,, Tanya and. Jodee." Thank you, Russ. Heyer. . Thank my frlend
Eli Segal ‘for -doing such a. qreat job in. qettlng other. companles
i into’ this.'endeavor. . Thank you, Michael :Starnes, for the, . . L
. incredible support. that the Unlted States Chamber ef Commerce has;
.~given to thls effort ) S oo ‘ Lo
Lo B Y thank Secretary Gllckman and Secretarv Herman and.u"*
. ,Secretary Cuomo, . who -is not. ‘here;, - for the work they have done:in.. .
“:supporting this endeavor. and: others like it around America...I'd

also like to thank the- ‘large. number,” the unusually large number '7¢fi, ~s(,

o of public offlcials who, are here- today, proving that ‘we éome to. o
‘celebrate a victory for Amerlca “< ‘a victory of pecple..not party o
or.'politics, but an old-fashioned V1ctory for American’ dignity '

"and possiblllty, for people succeedlng at. work and - succeeding 1n
raising their. ‘children '~= an old-fashioned reaffirmation that our . -
 Americén .Dreéam is still very much alive end‘well if we all pzten
;1n and do our. part R e
. ( SQ thank you Gevernor Graves, and thank you senator

;[Roberts and Senator Brownback tongressman TlahrtQ‘Congressmanq‘w

n,,vleaders and .council " members who are here I am’ Very grateful to
' “7511 of you for belng here.\‘:ﬁ,' ‘ - : : .

B The slgn says 1t's all about pecple, and I would .
. 1ike to suggest that you consider renaming .the 21st Street Campus“g
_ to the.-21st Century Campus,. because you really are an embodiment L
Tof the. future Amerlca has tc make (Applause ) PR :

\, . s
‘ """*" Ladies and gentlemen, before I make the £ew remarks
CL1'd like to make on this ‘issue, I think it is. _appropriate, since

. it's ‘my. first ‘appearance of  the week, to- just give you a brief *

f)ﬁ' update on’ the. situation: in Iraq.‘ Even. when I was welking throughj;‘5"“»

;here a numher of people asked me about it
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L o Fzrst it’s important that you understand what Ads at
" stake here. Since the end of 'the- Gulf wat, for six years.,.

) 1nspectors, under the authormty}cf the United Nations. hava been.
. trying to- flnd ‘and destroy ;Saddam Hussein's capacity to threaten
_his neighbors and potent1ally ‘others around the world with -
“nuclear or: bzological or: ¢hemical weapons. They. have found and
\destroyed more weapons of mass destructlon potential in-the last

., &8ix years -- these- quiet . 1nspectors who no' one knows -- they have

L destroyed more. of this potentzal than was destroyed in the entire,,
Gulf war, with all of the air attacks. ,, B ‘,,ﬁ PN ;;‘
. ' e what they are d01ng matters.. It matters to you, to S
s your ~hlldren -and to the future, because this is a.challenge we .
. ‘must face not Jjust in Iraq, but tnroughout the: world.: We must <
" not ‘allow the 21st century to .go fcrward under .a cloud ‘of’ fear
~that terrorists, orqanmzed crzmznals, drug traffickers will - .
1'«terrorlze people with chemical and blologlcal weapons. the way the”:
. nuclear threat hung over the: ‘heads of the: ‘whole world. through the
s1'last half of this century.< That is what is at issue :

‘*”‘5r In his defiance of 1nternational communlty, saddam L
Hussezn ‘has forced the withdrawal of the inspectors. 'Now, I am -

o trying to settle ‘this issue peacefully. But our dlplomatic

. efforts must be backed by our strong milztary*capability

~.cannot rule out’ any options.; But the -bottom line. is, we have to A
'*understand this. ' It is essential that those inspectors go back .

. to- ‘work: The safety of the. children of  the: werld depends upon "
i And I ‘ask. for your support (Applause )

« T told Rusa Heyer thls mornzng that hefore I got my
, present job I spent-a lot of time flying around the farmland andx
- the mountains of Arkansas in Cessna alrplanes And it occurs to-
"~ me that for ‘a‘long time now. Cessna has helped a lot of people
-take to the air. in your planes. Teday, we come to celebrate’,
»j'Cessna s efforts . to -help people fly higher all’ by themselves .
- And 1t 1s a truly remarkable thing. V-i'_ - _1,,~% ST

T C Thls program,_the partnershlp between Cessna and .

_:HUD the Lahor ‘Department, ‘the .city of Wichita, the state of -
Kansas, provxdes training because people need it 'to get . good ,
jobs; provides child care =-=" end, by the way, I got to visit the.

“child care faczlxty today, so . in- ‘addition to my model airplane, I

' have a logo constructed giraffe‘ (Laughter ) And I think if -

oitts’ all the same to you, I'1ll" put ‘them both up.in the. 0val o Do
: ;Offlce so. peeple can: see, what's going on here.. (Applause ) o

: Lo : It provzdes temporary houszng, recognzzing that a
1ot of people who have. been poor and who have children’ and don‘t
.. “have transportatxon to. go.a. leng way to- work. - .Ang, -mosti .- _*
, 1mportant it provides a JOb. Bveryvcompany in America’ ought to -
take notlce of what Cessna is doing.. It's a'model for the' -
*1**nation. It proves once agazn that the best soc;al program ever ‘

.
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dev:sed ig 2 job - a good job wzth dlqnity that allows people to

j support thelr children

six: years ago when I ran | for president ‘T wanted to

f.restore what I always thought was the basic bargain in America

2

‘that’ everybody had a right to an opportunity in life: if: they.
‘exercised the personal responslbllity that goes alonq with xt.\

" That..is the only ‘way we .can keep the American Dream alive in the’
.21st century for everyone, and it's the only way we" can contznue-

./ to'lead the world for peace and freedom. 1In the'end, it's the = “ "

only way we can come together across all the dlfferences in- our e
1ncreasxngly dzverse natzon ,‘: ~; ,,,_ , . .

In: the last 5 years, as Secretary Glxckman sazd the

Amerlcan people have made a lot. of" progress toward restorlno that

. basic. bargain.’ Unemployment is the lowegt in 24 years. . The ce T
~deficit has been ;cut by 92 percent and now that the balanced TR
' budget law is trlggering, it will be even balanced soon, for the
first time.in a generatlon. We see ‘the lowest crime rate in 24
years, the. blggest drop in welfare rolls’ -ever,. incomes rlsing and
- poverty. dropping, the environment 1mprov1ng as the economy -

- advances ~= something a: lot of people ‘didn't ‘think was possible

And famxlies are getting’ more support not: only in work, but- 1n
‘raising their children and educatxng them and 1n meeting all
their obllgatlone. . . . . ‘

] So. there is/ a sense of confidence in thls country .
that you can feel'in this room today that we really.can make
"America work for everybody aga1n.A You have. earned.that

N confzdence --~you{and all the America people -~ through hard

.‘QEEid before, if ‘we're going to, make’America everytiing that" we
'want it to- be, everybody ‘has got’ ‘to have the chance -at the brass'

.work, a vision -for the future, and a willlngness to embrace new e
1deas for new tlmes *AQ_ S - T . L :

\ BN !

But I will. say agaln, as meny on the program have~

‘ring in life, And we know that if our free énterprise system is
going’ to work we're going to have to. be’ able to-train: peoyle for -
the areas where there are job shortages, where by and large, are
areas th&t pay more. y . S e ,‘ ot H‘ :

' - You already heard our chamber pres;dent talk about ﬁfo\
'the shortage of ‘truck drivers. -Whatever it's worth, when I was.
governor, ‘I’ paid to train . a hunch of -them and I'm proud of lt T

', And we re going to get .on that and see. what we can do.

' ‘We have llterally hundreds of. thousands of. open;ngs» ;

1n computererelated jobs in America «- literally. You've got.

people -out here dying to go . to work , and jobs .over here and a.
‘mzshmash between them because they. haven t done what Cessna has.

done. ‘Either the training is ‘not’ there or the child care is not‘,;“

‘there  or the. transportatlon is not there. There s somethlng
keepzng people who are, dying to do thelr part from gettinq there

R v
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- < "'so. that s why we're here to celebrate Tﬁe maln
‘reason I showed up, apart from:the sheer satlsfaction of it and

. ‘the joy, is that sometimes- when I show up it gets enough L
}publlczty that people £ind ‘out: what’ you re doing.: -I don't care : -

- _1f they hear what I say, I want them to see what you're. do:nq so

‘»other people wzll do 1t . (Applause ). - .

L

Now, when I took office I Had already been nvolved

'-rwmth this" whole issue .of welfare reform for a long time.” I

~ -started --'I became serlously concerned about this in 1980 ‘when'. I
;krealzzed what a problem it was.. And over the years I ‘served as

.7 tools to make ‘the most of their own lives, and whenever peeszhle,»‘., L
" to work in partnersth ‘with the private sector. In the first ?;,A:,f I

A~governor of my state I spent gquite a bit of time in welfare

- offices. . I spent a lot of time ‘talking to people' who ‘had been on’
" public-assistance. . I spent 'a lot of time. talking to: employers ‘
"who tried to hire’ people and when it didn‘t work . te try to. flnd

out why it didn't work out. - And I think that I have learned a

'yfalr ‘amount ‘about it and- every. good thzng I‘ve 1earned was ’ "Q,Tf
”conflrmed here today ) . . , . B

It was obvzous to me that if ‘we Were 601ng to ever

"break the oycle of dependence: in America we had to change. our .

approach, and we had to ‘change our idea about what the role of .

" ' gevernment is.. "Some. people thought that it -was: 1nev;table that a o
- certain number of people ‘are always going to.be poor and. in
',dlfficult clrcumstances That ‘may be true ~-- misfortune happens

to a certain number of people, and nearly for all of us

. misfortune will ‘happen to us ‘in’ some way -or. ancther over the = '

rg<fcourse of our lives. But that doesn't mean that ‘the answer wasﬂlﬁ
- "just. to keep the status quo,. because the status quo wasn't ‘

 'working =- giving people a: check that didn't even keep up with

.- 1nflatzon ‘was not. workzng. Nezther was neglect an option. .

' So our governing philosophy has. beenrto try to " L
create the condltlons for ‘good economy and then give people the .

couple of years I was in office we dld that by.giving: over 40
states permxssion ‘to try thelr own hand at movzng people from

”1‘welfare to work. = . .. ) .

Eventually, we were able to agree --*the Republzcans.

,efand ‘the. beﬁocrats together by an overwhelming majority in ‘the. r-';"¢ 
N congress == to reform the- present welfare system, saying that: :

. important. of all, giving the states some more help to provide.

- - “adequate child- ‘care’ when people arerworkxng for employers that
. -.are much - smaller than’ Cessna and perhaps not’ able to provxde thet , Lo
. on. their own. AP ’ e R O \

;Teverybody who can work,. must work; but also provzdxng support for

emplovers who: were wzllzng to hire welfare recipients

, ~‘ma1ntaln1ng government support for children's health care and’
nignutrltzon where necessary, providing extra help- to communltzes

with very high ‘unemployment -rates and, I think probably most.

,’ R ;e ; :;..‘~ \ ».:“(‘»MORE‘..", .
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Y : The budqet I slgned 1nto law last summer 1ncluded 53';-~, e
.billion for: welfare-to-work programs, increased tax dincentives- s
- for businésses to’ hzre ‘people . 0ff welfare.. So we changed the SO g
role of ‘government. - But that's only the f;rst step. We also
‘have. to- change the’ role of the: private sector. And, again T <
" .cannot say . enough about. .your CEO and all- ‘the- leaders of this, - = U
_,company, all up and down, .everybody.who "has been 1nvolveds1n thls"'
‘fprogram because you have shown what has to ‘be . done e

Lo

' : e know that almost all the Jobs in Amerxca are in L
o the prlvate Ssector: CI'm very proud of -the fact’ that way .over 90
_percent of the new jobs created in Amerlca in the last ‘five years.. -
" have béen in.the private sector— The capacity to train people i,,;,.
. for the: Jobs that arefneeded in a glven¢place 15 in the private.. .
. /sector.’ ;But most of. all), the necessary vision, mind and heart to '
do the’ job ‘are here. That s why we started the Welfare to ‘Work '
~nPartnersh1p ‘And T asked my - friend, Eli- 'segal, who left a very
‘.successful business career, first of all, to-help us start.our’

TV;-natlonal service program, Amer1€orps, to head up th;s welfare to

- Kl RETI
,1 N \x

'Work Partnershlp V?Af;-. ,;b;
A.g S Last May, we started wlth 105 compan1es at ‘the Whitewg

: *House who said they would be a part’ of this..: They. pledged to- v

enlist a thousand companies between May and November. It's

‘November.” Now,, how ‘have they done? In six monthe, more than

.. 2,500 companles in- Amerlca have pledged to h;re welfare . PR e

\ ﬁ,rec1p1ents. (Applauee ), These .companies heve over 5 mllllon . i;*", e
| -employees. . Some of ‘them' are. big, 11ke Cessna, 24 of. them are in ¢,

. ' the bzggest hundred companies’ in America. But 75 percent of them

;jare small busznesses.< we need all of these companles.'<,m

‘ In additlon to tnat 511 N got an adv1sory board ofv
governors whlch ‘includes 10 Democratlc governors, 10 Republxcen
a_‘governors. ‘Again, thzs is not about politics or party,. thls is

. abourt peopleﬁuhThis

’.bu51nesses are. reallzzng that "this can'be a. .good ‘thing not only
,;for our famllles and our-. country, but for businesses as well

¢

N "“And again, let me say,.tne U s Chamber of Commerce o
'<:launch1ng a campaign. tosconvznce every chamber: in the country. e

'7.gother ‘4join the effort is'the bzg next step, because you heard. . S
‘Russ say, we've got 2,500 companles, when we. get 10,000 we' 1l o 4'_V,

' ‘really be talking: turkey .and we'll be domng someth;nq that wzll
! -meke a bzg dent in thzs natzonwide e . :

S ’ I am delighted that we've had almost 2 milllon RIS
- people move: off the welfare rolls sincé the welfare reform law,_" -

- passed, almost. 4 mlllion people in the last five years. ‘But

there are a 1ot more :folks out there, and we havé to do it.. We .

-are going’ to strengthen the . work requlrements of welfare reform, .
-“but we need to strengthen the support we glve to people to meet . .
'.those work requ;rements C e R U

. . 5, R oL . . 1 - : . o . . - .
B Lo Ta MORE R
. L N . . . '_ '.‘ * e Sty . . : . . *
‘ ' N M [ M .o * P TN e T e

s.to be’ an. Amerlcan crusade.; Mere end moreu”w'“;"



“;people who had, a setback in life, many of them have ‘terribly -

D people ceh make it but’ everybody wants to make 1t, it's up to -

v o o : ' I v
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PRI © Let me just saylln closzng ‘that. I think it was L
robv1ous to- anybody who was ‘here today that the most popular e

‘-speakers were Tanya and Jodee " (Applause.)  What I want to say”“_‘ ¢ 1" S

-t you is, I've been all over the country. and I've’ met" a lot. cf

f551tuatlons at home, dlmest every: one of them passionately devéted
"7 to the. welfare of ‘their children, who. thought they would be stuck
,ﬁxon welfare forever, and somehow they made 1t out

St
XS

And the real 1dea behind all of thls 1s, lf some

. those of us who have made it, as Russ- sald, to ¢reate a system
. wWhere everybody who wants to has a shot. “(Applause.) . Because;
..it's -important that we understand whlle Tanya and ‘Jodee are
A'remarkable people -- and I might add, such 'good speakers that
..they might consxder ‘public offlce as 'a career.option --

'f;(laughter) - they are not’ alane Tneir “stories are mlrréred by
Lo e there is a story in. every.one of these- craduates who' stood up

“here today.' When they all’ stood up. and we clapped ‘every one of-

"‘Qvthem has got. a story like their two stories "And what you have jd.rﬂ”'

- TO. ‘KRow - is, every person out there in- Amerxca who is in a |
" difficult” situation has also got a story and a heart: and a mznd

. -.And most of them aren't ln a’ program llke this now and aren‘t
jsieven close to 1t. L oy :

i L S That's why we' re here. If you liked what you saw
.when they spoke, you would: love it 1f everybody. wzth that. stcry .
‘could be. stand;ng before a. mlcrophone in the community in which

'they llve making the same speech. . That is’ what we're ‘here to -

A;? ensure. And thanks ‘to Cessna we ve qot a\lot better chance thes '
i,we ‘had’ before.‘~3,_~‘ R L ‘ '
Thank you and God bless you . {Applause ) L

BN 0 zmaTomaeest o
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J CLINTON

RADIC ADDRESS ON WELFARE REFORM
ROGOSEVELT ROOM

July 26, 1996

Good morning, The great welfare reform debate now unfolding in Washington and
across our country is really about seme very fundamental American valves. Expanding
opportunity.  Demanding responsibility. Coming together 45 a community.

For decades, our welfare system has undermined the basic values of work,
responsibility and family. It has tzapped generation after generation of people m poverty and
dependency. It has exiled milhions of our fellow citizens from the world of work that gives
structure, meaning, and dignity to our lives. It instills the wrong values and sends the wrong
signals — giving children wha have children a check to set up house on their own, and letting
milhions of fathers walk away from their responsibility while the taxpayers pick up the b,

Our broken welfare system does the most harm 1o the people it was meani to help,
Children who are barn 10 a life on welfare are more likely fo drop out of school, fall afoul of
the law, become teen mothers or teen fathers, and raise their own children on welfare
themselves.

I refuse to accept the notion that a nation as rich in opportunity as ours is willing to
feave millions of people teapped in a permanent underclass. We cannot leave anyone behind,

That is why when 1 ran for President four years ago, 1 was very clearr We must end
welfare as we know it And during my time as President, | have used every power at my
disposal fo achieve this goal,

We have worked with 41 states o launch 69 welfare reform experiments. For fully
75% of the people on welfare, the rules have changed. The New York Times called 1t a
"quet revolution® or welfare.

I have taken executive action to require teen mothers on welfare to stay in school. We
are requiring mothers to identify the father of their children, so we can hold every man
accountable for the support he owes his family. [ ordered federal employees to pay child
support. We are putting wanted posters of deadbeat parents in post offices and on the
internet. 1 directed the Attorney General to crack down on deadbeats who cross staie lines.

If everyone paid the child support they should, we could move 800,000 women and children
off welfare wmorrow,

All of these efforts at the national and local level are paying off. Today there are 1.3
million fewer people on welfare than on the day | took office. Child support collections are
up 40%. Paternity identification is up 40%, t00. We are mending our social fabrig, and
maving in the right direction.



Now we have an opportunity to finish the job and pass national welfare reform
legislation. Real welfare reform should impose time limats, require work, provide child care
so people can go o work, strengthen child support enforcement laws, and protect children. |
have chalienged Congress to send me bipartisan legislation that reflects these principles.

Six monihs ago, the Republican majority in Congress sent me welfare legislation that
had it backwards. it was soft on work and tough on children. It failed o provide child care
and health care so that people can move from welfare 1o work. And it imposed deep and
unacceptable cuts in school lunch, child welfare and help for disabled children. They sent me
that bill twice, and 1 vetoed it twice. That was the right thing to do. '

Since then, | am pleased to repori, there has been considerable bipartisan progress
toward resl welfare reform. Many of the worst proposals 1 objected to have been taken out,
and many of the improvements | asked for have been added in,

The legistation has steadily fraproved as it has moved through Congress. Earlier thus
week, by an overwhelming bipartisan majority, the Senate passed a welfare reform bill that
does provide health care and child care, and took some imporeant strides to protect children.

We stil} have more o do to promote work and protect children -- but we've come a
tong way in this debate, and we must not go back.

To those who have doubis about any welfare reform, I say: We will never tift
children out of poverty and dependency by preserving a failed system that helps keep them
there. And to those whao want to undo the progress of recent weeks by sending me another
extremist bilf like the ones 1 vetoed, | say: Just because you call it welfare reform doesn't
mean 11 sign it. Wellare reform will anly succeed if it does sight by childien and puts
people fo work so they can eam a pavcheck, not draw a welfare check. That's the kind of
welfare reform I will sign.

Whenever T think about this issue, 1 remember a2 woman from Arkansas who testified
ten years ago at a hearing of the nation's governors about how she was working her way off
welfare. When we asked her, what's the best thing about people off welfare, she sad, “When
kids at school ask my son what his momma does for a living, he can give an answer” [Ten
years later, she's still working ]

We have a chance 1o make history. The welfare system has nagged at our national
conscience for far too long. I we put politics aside and work together, we can once again

make welfare what it was meant to be. 3 second chance, not 2 way of life,

Thank you for listening.
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The Oval Office

THE PRESIDENT: Good morning. Today 1 want to talk with
you about welfare reform, but first I want to ask you to join with me
in celebrating the sixth anniversary of a landmark clvil rights law
that 1s breaking down barrlers for millions of our fellow Americans,
the Americans with Bisabllities Act.

I‘m joined today by many of the advocates for people
oo with disabilities who made this the law of the land. Becsuse we, have
enforced this law vigorously and with common sense, people with
disabllities now have arcess to places they never did before, from
clasarooms €0 restaurants. Since 1991, B0, (00 peopie with severe
digabilities have joined the work force. Because of faderal
education efforts, tens of thousands of children with disebilities
have better educational opportunities. Because of Medlcald, health
care for Americans with disabllities can be provided without
3 bankrupting theilr families, and in a way that promotes thely
Regnags independencs. That's a blg reason why I Oppose repesliing Medicald’s
guarsntee of health care to Americans with disabilities.

All these efforts are good for them, but they're good
for all the rest of us, too, $0 today let us all rededicate
Courselves o the fight against disabllity discriminaticon.

This morning I want to foous on the great welfare debate
now unfolding in Washington and all agross our country. This debate
is really about our fundamental American values, about expanding
opportunity, Jdemanding responsibility, and coming together as o
community., For decades our welfare system has undermined the basic

: values of work and responsibility and family, trapping generation

i after generation of people in poverty and dependency, exlling

: millions of our fellow citizens from the world of work that gives
structure, meaning, and dignity to our lives. It instilise the wrong

j check to set up house on thelr own, letting milliions Of fathers walk
: away from their responsibility while taxpayers pick up the tab,

. Thig system does the most harm to the people 1t was
meant to help., Children who are born to 8 1ife on welfare are more
likely to drop out of school, fall afoul of the law, become taen

- mothars or teen fathers, and ralse their own children on welfare
themselves. I just don't belleve that a nation as rich in
opportunity as ours is willing to lesve millions of people trapped in
a permanent under ¢laass. We can't leave anyoneg behind. In fact,.
what I want for poor families on welfore is what I want for middie
clazs famllies and upper income families as well. I want people to
he able to succeed at home and at work., That will make America

; stronger and their lives richer. .

&
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. When 1 ran for President four years ago, 1 was very
clear, we must end welfare as we know it. And during my time as
President, I have used all the powers at my disposal to achieve that
goal. #We have worked with 41 states to launch 6% welfare-to-work

experiments. For fully 75 percent of people on welfare, the rules
already have changed. The New York Times called it a quiet
revolution in welfare. I have taken executive agtion o require teen
mothers on welfares to stay in schoel, requiring mothers to ldentify
the fathers of their children so we can hold every man acoountable
for the support he owes his family, ordering federal employees to pay
child support, putting wanted posters of deadbeat parents in post
offices and on the Internet. I directed the Attorney General to
crack down on people who owe Cchild support who cross state lines.

All these efforts are paving off at the national and
local level., Today there are 1.3 million fewer people on welfare
than on the day I took office. Child support collections are up 40
percent to $11 billion. Paternity identification is up 40 percent,
too. We're mending our social fabric and moving in the right:
direction. Now we have an opportunity to finish the job and ga&g
national welfare reform legislation., Real welfare reform should
impose time limits and require work and provide ¢hild care, too, so
that people can go 0 work without hurting thelir children. It should
strengthen our child support enforcement laws even more and do more
to protect children.

I have challenged Congress to send me bipartisan
lagislation that reflects these principles. For gxample, 1if gveryone
in America who owes child support legally and can pay it did so,
8C0, 000 women and children would leave the welfare roleg Comorrow.

Now, six months ago the Republican majority in Congress
sent me welfare legislation it had backwards. It was soft on work
and tough on children, failing to provide child care and health Care
so that people can move from welfare to work without hurting their
children, imposing deep and unacceptable cuts iIn school lunch, child

- welfare, and help for disabled children. That bill came to me twice

and I vetoed it twice.

C8ince then, I'm pleased to report, there hasg been
considerable bipartisan progress toward real welfare reform. Many of
the worst proposals I objected to have been taken out. Many of the
improvements I asked for have been put in. The leglslation has
steadily improved as it has moved through Congress.

Earlier thig week, by an overwhelming bipartisan
majority, the Senate passed a welfare reform bill that does provide
health care and child care, and took some important strides to
protect our children. But we still have more work to do to promote
work and protect children, though we have come a long way in this
debate and we mustn't go back. '

To those who have doubts about any welfare reform, I
say, we will never 1ift children out of poverty and dependency by
preserving a falled svstem that keeps them there. And to those who
would undo the progress of rocent weeks by sending wme another
extremist bill like the ones I vetoed, I would say, we can only
trangform thig broken gystem if wa do right by our children and put
people to work so they can garn a paycheck, not draw a walfare check.
That's the only kind of walfare reform I can sign.
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we have & charnce to make history. Our welfare svstem
. has nagged at our national conscience.for far too long. And 1f we'll
put politics aside and work together, we can once again make welfare
vhat 1t was meant to be: a second channey‘no; a way of life.

Thanks for listening.

END

- Bistribution:
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The Prenident, 1t wurked, 1t took a fow
yuitrs, but ot worked tinally. On my daughter’s
8th birthday, her grandinother’s present was
that she guit smoking.

Ms. Eillerbee. Mr. President, do you have
any final thoughts for kids on this issue?

The President. You young poople cannot
believe the potential inl{‘:encc you ean bave,
You can ask adults the kind of hard questions
you asked me. You can encourage every adult
you eare about and love to stop smoking. You
ean rake it so that the cool thing to do is
not to smoke instead of to smoke,

And you kndw, none of us are going to
live forever, hut yon have the chotoe to maxi.
mize, to inercase the chanees of your living
a long and full Bfe. This ic 2 choics you can
make. The smoking choice is 3 ¢hoice you
can make. It's totally within your control.

And I just want to encourage you. Il do
what I ean, but I want to encournge you to
do everythiog you can o get cve ¥ Yo
know to remain smoke-free. | think that g
that’s the answer. And you can do it. We con
change this conntry if we do it together.

NOTE: The President's remarks wers recorded g
1210 po, an Decemiber 12 foe Lroadeast a¢ 8
p.ra. oo January 9. Linde Ellerhee i the hast of
“Nick Nows” on Nickelodeon.

Statement on the Death of
Ambassador M, Larry Lawrencee
January 9, 1996

I was deeply saddened to leam of the
dezth today of cur Aimbassador 1o Switzer-
tand, M. Larry Lawrence. Larry was a gond
friend and a valued colleague who hrought
his abundant cnergy and Fresh vision to every
task he undertook. As Ambassador in Swits
zeriand, he was o tireless and elfective advo-
cate of US. mterests, especially the pro-
mation of U.5. exports ant}gmmemixi tics.
Lagry's service.to his country did not begin
with bis diplomatic assignment. During
World War I, at the age of 18, he volun-
teered for the merchant murines. He was
wounded when his ship was susk by enenyy
torpedoes in arctie waters. Many years fater,
Larry was docorated with the Medal of Valor
byr;ge Government of the Bussian Federa-
tion,

Larry's civilian lile showed thie same cours
age and resolve. As an entrepreneur, he re.
stored the Hotel del Coronade, oue of the
west coasCs outstanding architectural land-
marks. Larry's  quiet  philantheopy  also
touehed many lives. He believad passionately
in education lor women; the scholarships he
endawed {or minority women at the Univer-
sity of Arizona represent a lasting contribu-
tinn. Hillary joing me in expressing our deep-
est sympathy to Larry’s wife, Shelia, and to
bis children, We will miss him.

Statement on the Death of Former
Representative Mike Synaor

January B, 1996

Hillary and | wers deeply saddened to
legrn this morping of the death of formar
Oldahoma Congressman Mike Synar, Mike
Syvar was 3 brave and unflinching publie
servant who in fough political times re-
mained true to bis paneiples. He did not 4k
ways do what was popular, but he always did
what be thought was right—for Oklahoma
and for Amerien, ’I‘?zmzxgﬁmz his life, and es-
peoially during the past 6§ months, Mike
Synar was o true profile in courage.

Hillary and I will miss bim, Gur thoughts
and prayers go out to bis family and friends
at this difficuit time.

Message to the House of
Representatives Returning Without
APS roval the Personal Responsibility
wnd Work Opportunity Act of 1985
January 8, 1996

To the House of Representatives: _

1 am returning berewith withont my ap-
proval H.R. 4, the “Personal Responsibility
and Work Opportunity Act of 1995.” In dis-
approving HLR. 4, 1 am nevertheless deter-
mingd to keep working with the Congress
to enact real, Eipurﬁsan welfare reform, The

current welfare system is broken and must
be replaced, for the sake of the taxpayers who
’I‘:zzy or it and the people who are trapped
it. But H.R. 4 does too little to move peo-

ple from welfare to work. It is bardened with
doep budget euts and structural ehanges that
full short of real reform. I urge the Congress
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160wtk wity e o el lanth 5o prokoss
4 bipartisas welfare reforn agreement that
In lougte i wurh s wslmisdnhzy. bat ot
tough on children and on parcuts who are
responsible and who want fo work,

The Congress and the Administration are
eagaged in serious negotiations toward a bal-
anced budget that is consistent with our prie
orities-~oue of which is to "roform welfare”
as November's agreement between Repub-
licans and Dretnocrats made glear, Welfrree
raform must be considered in the context of
other criticaf and related issues sueh as Med-
icaid and the Eamed Income Tax Credit,
Asnericans know we have to reform the bro-
ken wellare system, but they also know that
welfare refonn is about moving people from
welfare to work, aot playing buci;:t polities.

The Administration bas and will continue
to 5ot {orth in detail our goals for reform and
our objections to this legislation. The Admin.
istration  strongly  supported  the Seoanie
Democratie and House Democmtic welfare
reflorm bills, which ensured that States weuld
have the resources and incentives to move
people from welfare to work and that chil-
dren wonld be protected. | strongly support
time Limits, wcr{( requirements, the toughest
passible ehild support enforcement, and re-
quiriog mindr motbers 1o live at bome as 2
condition of assistance, and 1 am gleased that
these contral elements of my approach have
heen addressedin HR 4.

We remain ready ai any moment to sit
down in good faith with Bepublicans and
Democrats in the Congress to work out an
acceptable welfare reform plan that is moti-
vited by the urgency of reform rather than
by 2 budget plan that is contrary to America’s
values. There is a hipartisan  consensus
around the country on the fundamental ele-
ments of real welfare reform, and it would
be o tragedy for this Congress to squander
this historic opportunity 1o acldsve it. It is
essential for the Congress to address short-
vomings in the legislation in the following
areas;

» Work and Chdd Care: Wellare reform
is first and foremost about work. H.B,
4 weakens several important work pro-
vigions that are vital to welfare reform’s

R SOV Y 5 U u*fm!m irg‘i;;
bz stamitt prossle sofficent child
care 1 emable mciplonts to leave wel
fure for work: reward States {or placin
lm le in jobs; restore the guarantee o
1ealth coverage for poor families; re-
quire States to maintain their stake in
moving people [rom welfare to work;
and protect States and families in the
svent of econcmic downturn and popu-
lation growth. In addition, the Congress
should sbandon efforts included in the
budget reconcilistion bill that would gut
the Eamned Tneonse Tax Gredit, a pow-
erful work incentive that is enabling
hundreds of thousands of familiss to
choose work over welfare., -
Deep  Budget Cuts and  Damaging
Struptural Chonges: HR. 4 was de.
signed to weet an arbitrary budget tar
et rther than 1o achieve serious re-
%erzz’z‘ The legitlation makes dumaging
strustural ghaoges aad deep budget
auts that would {udl hardest on children
and undeenine States” ability © move
people from wellare 1o work, We
should work together to balanee the
budget and reé\rm welfare, but the
Congress should not use the words
“welface reform” as a cover to violate
the Nation's values. Making $60 billion
in budget ents and wmassive strustural
changes i a variety of programs, in
aluding foster care and a oﬂiim assiste
anee, ielp for disabled clildren, logal
imnigrants, food stamps, and school
Inoeh is not welfare retorm. The final
welfare reform legislation shoukd re-
duee the magnitude of these budget
vots and the sweep of structural
changes that have littde connetion to
the central goal of work-based reform.
Wsa must demand responsibility from
young mothers and young fathers, not
penaiize children for their paronty’ mis-
takes.

! am deeply committed 1o working with
the Congress to reach bipartisan agreement
on an sceeptable welfare reform bill that ad-
dresses these and other concerns, We owe
it to the people who sent us here not to let

L]
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thu PPt f.égv PSS MY dm:;g thye wyvngy
thing or fading w st atsll. '
Willtam §. Clinton

The White House,
januoary 9, 1996

* Remarks Prior to « Cabinet Meeting
snd an Exchange With Reporiers
January 10, 1996

. The President, Hello, everybody, Is ev.
eryone in here? Well, firse, let we say that
we're having this Cabinet mecting to (K&Uﬁ?
the present status of our budget negatiations
and where we are. As 1 have said alf along,
I am for balancing the hudget in 7 vears, bant
I want to protect e fundamental priorities
of the American people and the future of
the Amedean people. We can balance a
budget in 7 years, aceording to the Congres.
sional Budget Office, without having dan.
gerously low levels of commitment o Medi
care and Medicaid, without baving big cuts
that undermine our commitments in odu-
cation and the environment, without ralsing
taxes on working familics.

Now, that's what the Congress said they
wanted. Uve got this letter here from Cone
gress, a letter from Congress to tha Speaker
saying that the budget we suhmitted in fact
balances the budget in 7 years. The dife
ferences between these two bodgets are now
clear. We do not want to fundamentally
change the commitment of the Medicarc
program to the health care of seniors. We
do pot want to fundamentaly change the
commitment of the Medicaid program to
senior citizens, to poor children, to the dis-
abled. We do not want to adopt a level of
investment that makes it certain that we will
have to turn cur backs on the needs of adu-
cation or the environment.

That is what this is all about. We can even
have a modest tax cut for the Ameriean peo-
e, and for families espectally, and balance
the budget in 7 years according to the Con-
gressiooal Budget Office, That's what this let-
ter says. They ugree now, so the ooly dif.
ferences left betwaen us are ideclegical dif-
ferences. " :

And | xaid in the beginning, let wme @
again: H the objective is to get a Tyesr b

anced hudget that Congress was i hasancen,
we can do that, 1 the objective s 10 get o
modest 1ax cut, we carr do that, 1f the objec-
tve is to dismantle the fundamental Ames-
ican commitments through Medicare and
Medicaid or to undermine our obligations in
education and the environment, T will not do
that,
That is basically wheee it is.

Budget Negotiations

Q. Mr. President, it seews like that what's
being said here today and also with what's
being said on Capitol Hill, that despite all
of the good will that was apparent here yes-
terday, this really was a breakdown in the
talks. You're very far away, and it sounds like
you're not gelting aay closer fogether in this
break.

The President. We're not—we're ooly
very far away i you turn this into—if you
insist on a tax cut which requires unaceept-
able tevels of cuts in education and the envi-
ropmert and Medicare and Medieaid or you
insist on fundamentadly changing those pro-

rams in ways that will erode the protections
that Medicare and Medicaid now give to sen-
tors and to poor children and to disabled peo-
ple or you insist on cuts in education that
will cut hack on scholarships or Head Start
ot you insist an outs which will zeally weaken
our ability to protect the environment. If
that's the deal, it's reconciling not only the
level of cutgwit’s not just the money here,
Fwant to emphusize that, It's the policy.

The Republicams—if T might, let me just
take Medicare for an example, just for exm-
ple. Thie Republicans and I agres that there
should be changes in the Medicare program
1o encourage more seniors o have more op-
tions 1o join wanaged care programs. And
we agree oo & oumber of other provisions
that should be changed that will strengthen
Medicare snd give more aptions to our senior
citizens.

I do not agree with changes that 1 thiok
will, tn effect, break up Medicare aad put
more and more seojors at the mercey of the
present private fnsuranze system so that the
older and lower income and sicker you are,
the more at risk you are. 1 don't want to do
that.
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. PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
REMARKS AT WELFARE REFORM MEETING
THE WHITE HQOUSE
JULY 13, 1995

I'm glad to have SBenator Daschle, Congressman Gephardt, Governor
Carper and their colleagues at the White House this morning. I
asked them to come here today to talk about welfare reform.

The American people have made it abundantly c¢lear that they want
the broken welfare system fixed. It doesn’t work for the people
stuck on it, amnd it doesn’t work for the tauwpayers who foot the
khill, .

We should be able to do this. We've come a long way in this
welfare debate. Not so long go, some liberals cpposed work
requirgnents. Nob 80 long ago, many conservatives opposed
providing childeare to move people from welfare to work. Now, we
have bipartisan agreement to do both. . We agree that we need
strick tims 1limits on welfare, and we need to demand work from
sveryone who gan work. And we agree that we nsed the toughest
possibile ¢hild support enforcam&nt and childeare 80 parents can
go to work, -

Herg's the problem: Some people on the far right are blocking any
action on welfare reform that doesn‘t cut off children whose
parents are poor, young, and unmarried. That‘s wrong. We
shouldn’t punish babies for their parents’ mistakes. I'm not the
only one who feels this way. Yesterday, T met with a group of
Catholic Bishops who deeply oppose the position of these far-
right Senators, and they’'re helping to lead the fight against it.
Number one, they think it‘s cruel; and number twe, they re afraid
it will lead no more abortions.

Look -- thig shouldn’t be s0 hard anymore. We all know what we
have to do. We basically agree on it. 8o why isn’t it getting
done? Because a few Senators on the far right have decided it's
in thelr own politiecal interest to block welfare reform. There is
nc reason on earth why the U.S. Senate should stand for *dust say
no® politics when the broken welfare system is one of the higgest
problems in our country, and we can fix it.

Every week that pelitvics stops real reform, thousands of welfare
mothers stay on welfare instead of going to work, simply because
they can't gat c¢hildcare. Evary week that we don't make our

child support laws as tough as possible, we lesave 00,000 people

~on welfare who could be off it toworrow if they got the child

support they degerve, Every day without welfare reform drains
cur economic strength, saps our national spirit, and prevents all
Americans from being able to truly make the most of our future.

Let's work together and get the job done.
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- Thank you, Governor mpson, for all your work

as Chaiﬁnan of the NGA over the pé.st year. And
thank you for your work to reform welfare, not only in
the bold pian you have developed in Wisconsin, but
also as a leader on behalf of the NGA on Capitol Hill.

And Governor Miller, let me add my

congratulations to ydu as you take on the responsibility
of leading the NGA.

I regret that 1 can’t be with all of you for this
meeting. This year, I especially was looking forward
to being with my friend and fellow Demécrat, Pedro
Rossello [Ro-say-yo] in Puerto Rico, la isla del encanto
[ee-sla-en-con-tow] -- the enchanted island. I hear it has

been a wonderful conference.



- This is the fourth year I have spoken to the NGA |

as President. I believe, more than ever before, that our
nation is poised to make real, bipartiSan prog/\ms&«ami
U@ion’s governors have a critical role to play.

The last time I spoke to you was in Palisades, on the .

need to renew oar schopls. And in E , you
unanimously /passed a resolutio stage for a

bipartisap-breakthrough on welfare reform.

0day I want to talk

you about what fwe can do

p

to seize this momentum and make welfare réform the

law of the land.




Four years from now, we will enter that long-
awaited and much discussed 21st Century. As you
know so well, tremendous forces of economic and
social change are remaking our country. I believe this
'is a remarkably hopeful time, an age of great
possibility, a chance to build a couhtry for our children

that 1s safer and stronger than we can now imagine.

I believe that the way to meet our new challenges
1s with our most endufing values: by offering
opportunity to all . . . demanding responsibility from

~all .. . and coming together as a community.



We will meet these challenges not by edict from
Washington, but by working together at all levels,
cutting red tape, working with the private sector, setting
national goals but challenging states and localities to
find the best way to meet them.

Four years ago, when I ssught the Presidency, our
nation was- stumbling toward this new century with
uncertain steps. Unemployment was nearly 8%; there ’
were few new jobs; the deficit was at an al]»time
high. After 12 years as a Governor, I vowed to do |
what chief executives in every statehouse in America
have to do: put in place a comprehensive strategy fcr'
economic growth. We cut the deficit. We expanded

trade. And we invested in our people.



Now the résults are in. ' The economy has created
over 10 million new jobs. 3.7 million Americans
becamé new homeowners. Today, we learned again
that inflation contmues to be moderate. And real
hourly wages have begun to climb for the first time in a

decade.

And we have surpassed our goal of cutting the |
deficit in half. This morning, we are releasing the
Midsession Review of the budget. Four years ago, the
deficit was $290 Billion; today, we are prdjectmg it will
be $117 Billion this year. We have cut the deficit b);

60% in four years, bringing it to its lowest dollar level

in 15 years. Aéf;;;iv ( M [/‘ StACA Gu//k/zv



Our deficit is now the smallest share of the

Ao dl et

economy /Ef any of our major competitors. We have

more to do; I am determined to ﬁmsh the job and

balance the budget. (5 e (e (./(,d(v C(J“j
W"%U 3%4«»«” Q’Z, G*rﬂﬂj V‘“«M

Wef o (Z-—E‘MJW

- But Mour economy 1s now the

- soundest it has been 1n a generation. ‘And unlike the

expansion of the 1980s, this growth is being felt in all
regions of the country. America is growing, and that is

helping your states to grow.

\v Ma\gam \ _ [ (({M/W"-é?

Our natidn has /n c’ze realdnd blpartlsan progress
tmsemréo er areas as wel
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We put in place an anti-crime strateéy that was
tough and sinart. So we are putting 100,000 police on
the streets.- We are toughening penalties. We are
taking guns off the sfreets by bamling 19 deadly assault
| weapons and through the Brady Law. Not a single
hunter has lost a gun due to these bills. But.60,00(') |
felons, fugitives and staikers have been denied guns.
And we are encouraging communities to pull together
10 give f.heir young people values and discipline. That
1s why I have been wérkiﬂg to give cemmifies the
ability to impose curfews, enforce truancy laws, and

require school uniforms.

(&7



These strategies are being tr‘ie‘d in communities
across America. All across our country, tﬁe crime rate
is down for four years in a row. And we are
comimitted to bringing this same focus to bear 'or,} the
rjéing tide of youth crime. I ask you to work with my

administration to tackle that challenge as well.

All these are areas where our country has moved
forward — not by chinging to old arrangements or
discarded philosophies, but by moving together,
developing new approaches, taking the best ideas from
all sides, putting our values of opportunity and

responsibility and community to work.
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And as you well know, none of our challenges
cries out for these new apprpaches more than ﬁeifare.
All Americans, without regard to party, know that the
welfare system is broken. We all know that it teaches
the wrong values, rewards the wrong choices, and hurts
those it was meant to help. And we all know that no
one wants to change the current system more than the
- people who are trapped m it. -

Since the time when I served as co-chair of the
- NGA'’s welfare task force, I have been committed to'
ending welfare as we icnow it. I worked with many of
‘you for yeafs to fashion new solutions. And today,
after long years of effort, I believe we. are poiséd for: a

real breakthrough in welfare reform.



-

Real welfare reform requires work ... imposes time
lixnits cracb down on deadbeat pa;.rents by enforcing
child support ... prévides chiid care,

It is a testament to all of you, and to innovators in
statehouses zﬂl across America, that you have not
waited for Washington to act. We have worked with
you to change the face of welfare. We have cut
through red tape and worked with you to set up 67
welfare reform experiments in 40 states. We have
grantéd more waivers than all previ_ous‘admiﬁistrations
put together. 75% of all welfare recipien’ts are under

new rules. The N.Y. Times called it a “quiet revolution

in welfare.” And I am proud that there are 1.3 Million

fewer people on welfare now than the day I took office.

10
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As yoli' know, the State of Wisconsin has submitted -
"a bold plan to reform welfare. We are working closely
with Governor Thompson’s staff. I am committed, as I

have said before, to getting this done.

But I know every Governor would agree with me
that for all the good that has come from these waiveris,
we can do more, much more, once we pass
compreheﬁsive, national welfatre refomi. If we pass.
&elfare reform, we will eliminate this waiver process

altogether.

11



For too long,  the welfare 1ssue has been marred by |
‘ partisanship and mired in gridiock. But in ‘recént

weeks, all this has begun to change. I believe we have

now reached a real turning point, a breakthrough for

welfare reform.

The new leadership of the Senate, along with the
l&ade;rship of the House of Representatives, have now
indicated that they want to move forward with
bipartisan welfare reform, and are dropping their
insistence that welfare be linked to Medicaid legislation.
They have ¢sai,d that they want to work to pass
legislation I can sign, rather than sending me legislation

they knew I would reject.

12



As you know, Congress sent me a welfare reform
bill laét year that fell short of my principles, and those
expressed by the NGA in your February resolution.
After my veto and your unanimous resolution, I am
pleased that the congressional leadership has made
several significant improvements that have made this a
-much better bill. They have added $4 Billion-in child
care. They have included a $1 Billion work
performance bonus to reward states for moving people
from welfare tof work. They have removed the
spending cap on food stamps, so that states don’t come

up short in tough times.

13



.Their original bill made cuts and structural changes
that were tough on children -- a school lunch block
grant, a 25% cut 111 SSI for disabled children, and cuts
in foster care. Their current bill dr0pé all these
provisions.. Congress’ has taken long strides in the right

direction.

Now, as we approach the goal line, we have a
chance to make history and make this bill even better.
We can 'give all our people a chance to move from §

welfare to work, to transform our broken welfare

system once and for all.
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So I hope that Congress will continue to improve
this bill along the lines you and I have advocated, and
along the lines of the strong, bipartisan bills introduced
Ey Senators John Breaux and John Chaffee, and

Representatives John Tanner and Mike Castle.

We must not let this opportunity slip from our
grasp, as it has so many times Sefere, Let’s put
politics aside and give the American people the best
possible welfare reform bill. And let’os do it before fhe

August congressional recess.
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I am determined that this will be the year that we
- finally transform welfare across America. And if
Congress does not act, we must continue to act . . . to

make responsibility a way of life, not an option.

So today I am takiﬁg thé steps that I can take as
Piesident to advance the central premise of welfare
reform: that anyox;le who can work, must go to werk;
We will say to welfare recipients: within 2 years, y'eu
will be expected to go to work and earn a pay chéck,

not draw a welfare check. |

16



Here’s how we will do it. T am directing the
Department éf ‘Health and Human Services to :aquiré
everyone who takes part in the JOBS program to sign a
personal responsibility contract and ‘commit to going to
work within 2 years. And states can take away their

benefits if they fail to live up to that commitment.

Today, 28 states mnpose work requirements and
time limits, every one of them under waivers granted
by my administration. I want all 50 states to follow

that lead, and this action will ensure that they do.

17



Of course, this will take efféct only if Cmgress”
faiis to enact welfare reform. I want Congress to pass
‘a bill, and so do you. But let’s agree: One way or
another, we will make work and responsibility the law

of the land.

Ten years ago, at an NGA meeting in Hilton ,Héad,
I héard testimony from a woman named Lillie Harden.
She had moved from welfare to work through the
Arkansas "work program.” She told us: "The best
thing about work is not a check. The best thing is
when my boy goes to school, and they say, "What does

your Momma do for a living,” he can give an answer.”

18



Today, Lillie Harden works in a Little Rock
grocery store. She has three grown children -- one 1s a
- physical therapist; one is an engineering technology
student; one goes to college. By her undying effort and
her unbreakable spirit, she shows us that we can maké
a difference, that we can break the cycle of welfare and
make it a second chanée, not a way of life. |

Let me say in conclusion that we can meet all our
challenges if we act the way the NGA acts. Bipartisan.
Cooperative. Looking to results, not abstract rhetoric. |
If we put our values to work, we can reform welfare,
and meet our nation’s other challenges as well. And if
we do that, we will enter the 21st Century stronger and

more vibrant than ever before. Thank you.
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Ten days from now, the Ameriean people will go to the polls and choose the next
President. Ten days from now, the voters will have to decide: who can best lead our country into
the 21st Century?

Tonight, and over the next week, 1 want the American people to think about how we can
give our people the tocls to master this moment of change, so they can make the mest of their
own lives. [ am going 1o talk about the four greatest challenges we face as we build a bridge to
the 21st century: First, how we finish the job of balancing the budget while we preserve our
values. Seeond, setting world-class standards for public education, and making two years of
college as universal as high school. Third, strengthening famlies by helping all Americans
succeed at home and at work, And tonight, 1 want to talk about how we must carry on our
historic efforts to reform welfare and end the permanent underclass.

Four years ago, when Al Gore and [ came to Nashville, | said 1 wanted an America in
which every person who is willing to work for it has a shot at the American Dream. An America
that is still the world’s strongest force for peace and freedom. An America that is coming together
around its values.

Our strategy is simple, rooted in our oldest values: expanding opportunity for all
demanding responsibility from all; building a stronger community. America’s basic bargain.

Then, 1 asked you to take me on faith. Today, I ask you to look at the record.

As the Vice-President spelled out, America is moving in the right direction. We have
10.5M new jobs -~ 270,00 in Tenn,, unemployment here dropped by nearly a third, to 4.1%! we
have the lowest comb rates of unemployment, inflation and morigages in 28 years; household
income is up $1600; there are 4.5 million new homeowners - the longest, steadies expansion of
homeownership in 3 decades.

Here at the medical centgr, in science labg and blotech firms and universities across the
country, in milhons of homes in the evervday mivacle of the Internet, we are seeing leaps of
science technology that are no less dazzling for being so widespread.



Qur progress must be only 8 beginning. 1If we are 1o make this new century truly an age of
possibility for all our people, we must keep going.

We have cut the deficit by 60%. Now, we must finish the job of balancing the budget -
and do it in a way that reflects our values, by preserving Medicare, Medicaid, education and the
environment,

We cut taxes for 15 million working families, {x] of them here in Tennessee. Now, we
should give working families targeted tax cuts that help them when they need it most - for
education, child rearing, medical care, to buy a home.

We have improved educational standards, expanded college scholarships and student
loans. Now, we must reform education at every level, so that every 8 year old can read, every 12
year old can log onto the Internet, every I8 year old can go to college.

We are putting 100,000 police on our streets, and getting gangs and guns and drugs off
our streets. Crime is down, for four years in g row, Now, we should finish the job of putting
those police on the streets -- and crack down on teen gangs with the same focus and the same law
we are using to break the mob.

We have helped strengthen families, by giving pareats family leave. Now, we should
expand family leave and give employees the choice of flextime so that all our people can succesd
at home and at work.

And we need to finish the job of welfare reform.

For decades, our welfare system failed our people. It undermined the basic values of work
and responsibility and family, trapping generation afier generation in poverty and dependency,
Millions of our people were exiled from the world of work that gives structure, meaning and
dignity to our lives. The welfare system instilled the wrong values, sent the wrong signals, gave
children who have children a check to set up house on their own. 1t broke families apart instead
of bringing them together. It left entire generations to grow up in homes without fathers and in
communities without work.

The system did the most harm to the very people it was meant to help. Children who are
born to a life on welfare are more likely to drop out of school, fall afoul of the law, become teen
mothers or teen fathers, and raise their own children on welfare themselves,

That is why, four years ago, Al Gore and 1 pledged to end welfare as we know it, And
with your help, that is what we have done. The old welfare system, that wasted taxpayers money
while trapping millions in a lifetime of dependency - that welfare system is over, and we have
ended it.



1 have been working on this issue for more than 15 years, as governor and now as
President. Al Gore and | have made welfare reform a central mission of our administration. Even
before I signed the welfare reform bill, we gave 43 states, including the “Families First” initiative
the Vice-President described, freedom from federal rules and red tape so they could reform their
own welfare systems.

We required teen mothers to live at home or stay in school, or lose their welfare benefits,

And we recognized that governments don't raise children; parents do, One of the main
reasons people go on welfare is becavse fathers walk away from their responsibilities. If every
parent paid the child support they owed, 800,000 people could move off the welfare rolls
tomorrow. So we have launched an unprecedented crackdown on child support. I signed an
executive order directing federal employees to pay child support.

We required hospitals to have programs to identify the father a1 the time of birth, and
insisted that welfare recipients name the father or lose their benefits, We posted deadbeat parents
in Post Offices and on the Internet, and we're going 1o deny them federal loans. We used the IRS
to collect a record $1 billion in child support. We worked with states on a new computer system
to identify those who switched jobs or moved from their state to avoid paying ¢hild support. In
the first few months, we identified 60,000 deadbeats.

All of these efforts, all across America, are bearing fruit. The welfare rolls are down by
nearly 2 million aver the last 4 years, Tennessee is leading the way, with 75,000 fewer recipients,
a 25% drop.

Just this week the government released new stalistics showing that across Amernica, child
support collections have increased S0% in the past 4 years -~ up in every single state. That’s $4
billion more going to children and parents who otherwise would have to fend for themselves.
Tennessee is one of the top 5 states in the country over the Tast four years, and child support
collections have doubled.

And while too many young people are still having babies outside marriage, even here, we
are making progress. Teen births have gone down four years in a row, and last vear, the out-of-
wedlock birth rate declined for the first time in nearly 20 years.

We are mending our social fabric. Now, the landmark welfare reform law that | signed
gives us an historic chance to restore these basic values of work, responsibility, and family, and to
end the exile of millions of poor people from the promise of American life,

The new law imposes strict time limits on welfare. It requires those who can work to go
to work., I mounts the strictest crackdown ever on child-support collection. And it provides
health care, child care, and nutnition for children, to give families the help they need as they move
from welfare to work. 1t makes welfare what it was meant {o be, a second chance, not a way of



life.

From now on, peaple wha can work will have to go fo work, and no one who can
work can stay on welfare forever. Let mie be clear: The days of something-for-nothing are
over. We have made responsibility a way of life, And we’re not going back.

This new law is true to America’s basic bargain. We are demanding responsibility. We
have literally changed the social contract -~ as those 12,000 Tennessee families who have already
signed personal responsibility contracts can tell you. Now, all of us must keep up qur end of ihe
bargain: As we require people to take responsibility and go to work, we must make sure they
have the gpportunty to work,

Every state, every citizen, every business, every religlous leader has a moral obligation to
help move people from welfare to work,

States must take responsibility. Under the new law, every state can now take the money
that was spent on welfare checks and useg it to help businesses provide paychecks. That’s a good
deal for businesses, who ¢an create more jobs for less money. It's a good deal for the taxpayers,
who save svery time someone leaves welfare for work, And it’s a good deal for the people who
get to trade the trap of welfare for the pride and dignity of eamning a living,

The national government has a responsibility, too. By raising the minimum wage and
expanding the Earned income Tax Credit, we have finally made work z better deal than welfare.
By establishing the conditions for econotric growth, building a network of community
development banks, and creating Empowerment Zones in [x] communities, we are making sure
that private capital floods into those poor communities that need it

Now, I have proposed a plan to enlist the energy and creativity of private gaterprise o
move 1 million more people from welfare to work, We should give businesses a new tax credit for
every person hired off welfare. We'll give the same private job placement firms that Amenicans
use 1o get better jobs a bonus for helping people on welfare find their first job, And we'll help
states and communities give businesses incentives to hire welfare recipients.

But in the end, the key to welfare reform will work only if private business lakes
respansibility, as well, to bring more Americans into the economic mainstream. Everywhere I go,
I challenge every business person in America who has ever complained about the failure of the
welfare system to join in this effort and hire somebody off welfare,

Aund | have been deeply gratified by the enthusiasm business people all across this country
have shown for stepping ap to this challenge. 2 month ago, in Kansas City, the CEG of Monsanto
asked all bis division heads to study every aspect of the company to see what they could do to
heip people on welfare find jobs at Monsanto, and to lean on their suppliers and other business
contacts to do the same. The CEQ of Sprint pledued to provide an 800-number that any

4



employer in America can call 1o find out how they can help move people off welfare, a few weeks
ago, in Connecticut, hundreds of business leaders pledged to help their companies meet this
challenge. And last week in Louisiana, the CEO of Northrop-Grumman did the same,

But | am particularly impressed by the Tennessee Business Partnership you have lined up
hese. From the east {o the west, big business and small, from Fortune 500 companies to
Opryland to companies like the recycling business Noah Liff described, from it represents the
breadth and depth of the business community in this state. 11 we can get the business community
in every state to stand up like the Tennessee Business Partnership is today, we can unleash the
power, the dignity, and the ethic of work across this country,

From now on, everybody’s going to take responsibility, from the women here today who
are working their way off welfare and up the ladder, 10 our most powerful business leaders who
are putting the force of their companies to work solving this great American challenge.

For decades, government handed out checks in a welfare system that didn’t work
and that hurt the people it was supposed to help, Now, thanks to welfare reform, the time
of something for nothing is over. Government will no longer try to do what it cannot de.
But the private sector «— all of us, in our churches, our businesses, our universities — not
only can step in -~ we must step in. We need an upsurge of personal responsibility, af every
level, to master the economic and social problems of the underclass, once and for all

For too long, many Americans assumed that our social fabric could never be mended.
Crime, welfare, teen pregnancy, the budget deficit - all seemed destined to forever. In the past
four years, we have shown that by persistent effort, we can begin to restore our communitics and
renew our values, We have not completed the job, But we have shown we gan turn the tide, we
are making progress, and we must continue,

Ten years ago, | met 4 woman from Litile Rock named Lillic Harden, who we had helped
move from welfare to work. She told me the best thing about being off welfare was that when her
son went to school and they asked him, “what does your momma do for a living?”, he could give
an answer, Well, ten vears later, Lillie Harden is still working. She has four children -- one has a
good job, one’s studying to be a doctor, one’s in technical school, and the other’s an honor
student in high school. 1f we all do our part, we can make 2 lot more Lillie Hardens.

If we do that, we can bring people back from the margins to enjoy the full promise of
Amenca, and give all our children the chance to know the thrill of that first paycheck, the
challenge of starting a business, the pride of making it on their own. Over the next four years and
beyond, we can lift up the poor; we can end their isolation; we can end the permanent underclass.
We can build 3 bridge to the 21st century that is bread enough and strong enough for all
Americans 10 walk across. Will you help me build that bridge?
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chiidd caree, and hoalth core needed to move
welfory recipients into the work Jorve. He
added et new welfarn legtefation fres o
stroyud? e poor's safery nal, and he thougle
it wus ircesponsible for the Covernmont 1o
ehnddon ls obligation o provide opper-
tunity to ol s citiens.

The President. Lot mo say, with all re-
spuot, 1 don't think ivs that siaple. | dont
think it's securate (o sy that this bill destroys
the safety net for poor peaple. 1t maiatains
a Vederal goarastee for poor woemen sad
childres {or natition, a Foderal guarantes
for healtls care, spends $4 biltion more on
child enre, and says, stmply, that il you are
able bodied, you cannot stay on wc[l‘ﬁ?c for-
ever without going into the work foree. And
the way the work participationf reguirements
wore put on States, by the yese 2000 aboat
40 poveeat of sl the able-bodied people in
the wellnre——able-badied adsslis hisve to be
inhrave had somie work expericnce within
agiven Z.year poried, That's what it soys,

Now, 1 hardipwand when you eonsider the
fact that the welfare population, Earl, is difs
ferent than it used to be and that there are
same people whe are on it perpetaally, |
think it is o good thing, nat a bad thing, dat
wa lidd that. )

Numher two, 1 do sot vk it is so simple
to say that at any given mowment in time thore
are # [ked vanrber of peopic who have 1o
be hired by all the employers in Ameries,
and il they lure o fuw miore, they'se sl going
down the tubes and lose money. This bill tha
I have proposed will give a 50 poreest tax
eredit, up to 35800 u year, for people who
Lires people. That means yon can hire some.
body for $16,000 a yese and, in affeet, the
out-of-pockat cost 1o you is foss than the mine
HINEEE Wages,

t et o man with only 25 cmployers in
Kasisas City, aad 3 of his eployees were
former welfare recipients. Antd ihey were
trappy al work, and he was happy with them,
Aucd he ooly hired them becasse he figured
thit the wargingd cost of bistng them, sinec
he got e wollare cheek ns o wage subsidy
for a conpla of yeary, lowered his visk of add-
g o the work foree. Aond sure enough,
whan he added to the work foree, be gon-
seatod some more work and i urned o
1t be o profitable Jecision for him.

[ talked to a former Governor last weck
wha's back in private business, who's got a
sl busioess, wha Wold me ence T explained
the proposal to hins that he would now go
hiees three or four peaple From the wellare

ralls beeuuse it Jowsred the marginal cost of”

adding employees to him. And there is no
reeason to betiove, i we sl work on this, that
we ean't ereate another million jobs over 4
years withont bankrupting businesses and
that it wouldn't be better for people who oth-
crwise are going to be permanently depend.
ot on welfare.

And it is not true that we have withdsaen
all supports, Wa ara spending sore on child
care. | wast to also spersd 53 billion on pubdic
service refoted jobs to create gver o third-of
anillion there, And the heakth care and the
nutrition guarantces are still there, So 1 think
it swif} be & good thing i wie make this work,
hut there is no amtomatic system {or doing
it, nend that's why we need vour help.

(Ruth Pens, a fifth grode teachior who g
up in the welfare systom and Iater atiended
college, suggesicd a program that emporercd
walfare recipients und pledged to gice beack
to & system that hnd helped her in the past,
Feel Lewis, director, Exeentlve Rocruiting for
the Amevicas, rettersted B need for job
tralning and education programs Lo help wel-
frzm roecipicnly hecime m:mﬁ;! in the work
force. Puldic assistance  recipient Nida
Rosmarn esploined that under the new legisla-
tion, she would he forced to leave colluge tv
mesl work requirgments. She added that
many peopde were forced inds jobs without
suffiioni § miné;s@a!

The Presiddeat. Lot we say this, Best of
sH, 1 agree with what you sied shouat pc(){ﬁc
heing in eollege—I dan't think—people who
are going to college who are Tulltime st
dewts, We are looking at whether—il there's
some way 1o get—to dead with that becsse
I don't think penpla should be polled out of
eollege. Lngroo with that,

Secoby, For one thing, yoo just-{rom
5

the point of view of the State of New Yok,
thig is se—we nod to—ave're trytng b work

this out becunse the Stutes basieally bave’

eoutral of Ui, The State of New York wouald
b much betler with you as a colivge gtzuﬁ

+
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vate, which is the point yess tried to muke.
8o 1 believe that,

Now, the other prohlem is these iraining
programs cssentlally arc all cun by the Sties
and the cities. But { will de soing—you've
given me some things that we need to obeis
ausly da some work on, We need to make
sare ibat there is an adequate trfning and
preparation. That's one of e things 1 know
that youw'se talked about what you can do
here becanse an awlul lot of people who
< ipuve from wellare wha are just thrown into
these jobs don’t Inst becanse they were nover
prepared {or them in the fisst place, and
they're truumatized as a resudt ol it. And ol
tontines, jut basic preparation of a few
months can make g fow weeks even——gan
make afl the difference in the world. 8o we'll
g0 hack and do—we will pay sone more ab-
teation to that.

But on the college eduction thing, | think
you're right, aud | thick we onglt to find
somae way lo accommuolats that, and we're
working on that,

{A participant explained that in onder to
move Now Yark Clty welfure recipionts. inte
the lobor market, local comypanies nnst re-
main i the oty and fiﬁa’f{iiﬁ’ st jerk
genevate new jel{m He concludded by siressing
the significance of the Intesmodal Surface
Transporiatinon Efficiency  Act (ISTEA),
which helps provide affordable public trans-
partation for the woerking pisor.]

The President, 1| conlid just nuke onc
peint an that, Nedt to edueation and ohild
care, the thing we hear most all arcund the
comntyy [rom peaple who seek ro move from
wellare to work or very often ¢ven to go o
ceollege s wheiher they have adequnte traus.
portation. And this ISTEA Aet thut Lou just
mientioned, which is—it took me s Jong tine
to rerncber what all chose fittle letiors were
for. Put the bottom line is, 1 asked the aew
Secrotary of Transportation, Roducy Slater,
1 fock at thut to see that we were ailocating
snough mouay B liore not only for e tran-
sit I also for the appropriate subisiclics e
ke sure that poor peopls: could have sccess
to this. Otherwise Hiey woa't be ubke i got
to wrky '

And this is an interesting spportumity {or
Now York ta mnke an alfaece with smailer

Felr, {8 1 Administration of William J Glinton, 1897

eities, For example, thore was just o study
on Athunta, which said that in sopsthing like
80 pereent of the entry-doved jobs i thie city
of Atlania wore flled by people who lived
i low-incomc acighborhoody in Athasta, Iu
the subrb towns oalside, just that toneh
Atlantr, only 55 pereent were. And it was
cleurly the resukt of the Inadequate ability of
lwdnemina ptm{}lc iy socess transparbstion
to got there,

So this is @ buge issue, Low. It's a hoge
issue for welfare refonn aud basieadly lor the
integrity of {mor Gusiihies to be able to sont
of aspire and move and do things.

Senator, wera you going to say smuething
about this?

Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan. Yes,
We vory much appraciate your czi(imsz'zz&{ the
existing lornodda, My, Presidont. [Langnior]

The President, s that what { Jid?

Scuator Moynihan. Wyoming, Mon-
£i38 o

The President, | thought we conld do a
litt!e better on nass transit.

Senator Moynihan, The newspapers Gut
there, did you hear that? {Laughtor]

The President. Never misses a lick,
[Lanphier)

[Paul Sherry, president and CEQ, United
Church of Christ, supported a portoarship
hevween governgment, business, and chorches
that would be wnited in educating people
abunt the seriousness of pooerty in America,
in promoting soclal services such wx ohild
enre aned jr}b training, oud in instltnting puﬁh
lic policy initiatives that wonld lead to 6 na-
tiouad vommitment to fumilies wnd ohildren. |

The President, 12t me swy, 18 U sure
yon koow, all the Mowbers of Congross who
are present bere supporied the efforts we
made last year to tuse the miimom wage,
And that, plos doubling the varped<reome
tax erodit, the relundable carethinoome ax
eredit Tor lower ieome working people, led
in HS, before fhe mimimum wagts even
went bdo--we had the biggest drop y powe
exty, in the puverty rate among single women
svith children in 20 years. And so § enuldnt
agren with you more,

We have still 20 purcent of our kids lving
i povorty, And if's aot very complicatud. T
weat, iV's the reverse of why we have low-
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and opens new opportunitios fer growth,
prosperity, and progress. T also waut to thank
FCC Chairman Reeid Hagdt and Deputy
U.8. Trade Hepresentative Jefl Lang who
helped bring these negotiations to their sue-
cessful conclusion.

Execcutive Order 13036
Establisbing av Emergency Board To
Investigate s Dispute Belween
American Airlines and Its Employecs
Representced by the Allied Pilots

Associalion
February 15, 1897

Wherens, a dispute exists buiween Awor-
iean Alrdines and its employees represented
hy the Altiad Pliots Association; aod

Whereas, the dispute hias not bevetofore
beea adjusted under the provisions of ihe
Railway Labor Act, us amended (45 U.S.C.
1511881 {tha "Act™); and :

Whercas, in the judgment of the National
Mediation Iksard, this jiﬁputg threatens sub-
stantially to interrupt Inlorstate conynerce to
u deogree that woukd duprive soations of the
country af essential transportation service,

Now, Therefore, by the authority vested
in me as President by the Constitution and

_the hove of the United States, including sec
tions 10 and 201 of the Aw, 45 U B.C 160
and 181, i 1s hereby ordored as follows:

Section ¥, Establishment of Emergency
Boarsd {"Board™), Thers is establistued, offoe-
tive Febroary 18, 1997, a Bowrd of thre
members ta be appeinted by the President

o investigate this dispute. No member shall
be pecanianily or otherwise interestad in any
organization of aidine employees or say air
catrier. The Board shall perform its functions
subject to the availability of funds,

Soe. 2. Report. The Board shall report to
the Presidont with respect te the dispute
within 30 days of its creation.

Sec. 3. Maintaining Conditions. As pro-
vided by section 10 of the Act, frau the date
of the erestion of the Board and fnr 30 duys
after the Board bas submitud s mport to
the President, uo change in the condittons
ot of which the dispute arose shadl be amde
by the parties w0 the controvarsy. oweept by
agrectient of the partivs.

See, 4. Beconds Maintenance. The secords
and files of the Bonrd are recoeds ol the OF-
fiee of the Prosident and npos the Board's
ternuination shall be maintuined in the phys-
seal custody of the National Mediation Board,

Sec. 5. Expiration. The Board shall tema-
nate upon the suhmission of the mport pro-
vided for in sections & and 3 of this order.

Willinm j. Clinten

Ths White: House,
Febroary 15, 1857,

Itied with the Ofbice of the Federd Regiter,
1352 am., Fobruwry 18, 19471

NoTe: Thix Executive arder was published in the
Fecdorol Register on Fobruary 14,

Remarks in a Roundtsble Discussion
on Welfare Reform in New York City

February 18, 1997

The President. 1 now know that T eams
here because alter o Jong boliday weekend,
I needed 2 little good preaching to wake up
for the rest of the week, (Latigghiler]

Let mao thank you, Dr. Vorbes, for wel-
coming me here, sugd, Dr. Washington, for
giving, me the chaoee just Before we begaa
to walk through the beawtiful sanctuary np-
stairs, which 1 have heard sbost asd known
shout for many years. The legendary story
of Harry Emorsen Fosdick and Jobn D
Iix)cka:i{(gi'

YEATS g,

Powant to thask Senntor Meynthun and
Congressman Rangel for being here, as well
az Congrosswonan Nydin Veldzquors aud
Cougresswoman Carol Maloney, &muk yon
for being bere: The wmembers of the pauel,
thank you afl. { want to especially say a word
of tharks to Secratnry of Healtloand Haman
Services Banna Shadala whe literally just got
olf an airplabic this morning from South Afi-
ca, where she went with the ¥ice President,
aned ot off oue airpleie and got o8 ine
sordd came here. So i she nods out during
;iuz: coremony—{langhter—we will forgive
1T, .

Fat e get right to business, ¥ came hore
branse T wanted to know o little aboot what
this ehirel s duing and hecause 1 winsted

ar gven misde s way to e many
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to say to the people of New York Ciiy and
Now York what s resgaived of us 6 dn 1o
gethor nader this welfure ceform law.

By way of hackgroand, in the tast 4 years
and before the law was passed, before the
law was chasgod, the welfure rolls in Americn
were tedaced by ahuost 2.3 million, 1 ro-

cenivand just yesterday an analysis by the Coun-

ell of Heonomin Advisers—and thats »
recard, ?}y the: way~»»—£§ze wellnre rolls had
never gone down Dy that waeh o g 4-yeur
period before-tlic Council of Eeontinic Ad-
visers suying to me that they thoughu about
half of the welfare rolls reduction Bad some
bocanse the cconomy bad improved. We,
after #ll, had 115 willion now jobs s the
lust 4 years, and vo d-year period had pro-
duced that muny before. But abomt 30 per-
gont of these fobs had matedalized, or this
wovement hat materialived, beosuse of the
wellare reform efforts already going oo in 43
States, people in the States making an exten
cifort o move people from welfare to work,
Aud abont 20 percent bappeoed for ronsons
that cannot be idontilied. But among other
things, we had a 50 percent increase in child
support collections over the last 4 years, and
noytiing of that mageide always cuables
somme people to move ou of the wellare rolls
anicd ot of the ranks of paverty,

Now, that's what huppenad in the last 4
years. In the next 4 yoars—f won't go
throngh sl the details of &, but Scerotary
Shatala and my stafl huve provided me with
w analysis which sayr that, in ossence, the
woltare roll law now says that after w cortain
amount of tms, everybady who's el to
work should be in the work foree, nod there-
fore wel e ean't he for a difotime. Amd then
there arn all kinds of nules und segulations
wd requirements. Bt the bottomn line s wo
Tave 8 mwve about a million people frow
the welfnee rolls to the work molls in the nest
4 years. That's ahout the sanse: mvnber of
prople wa vl in the last 4 veurs, beeause
tho :W(:r:igé weibare f;uni]y a{:%imﬁy has about
2.5, 2.7 prople in it

Now, the problem is, io the last 4 yeors
wi bl 113 million jobs. 8 woe can prixhien
TES milion jobs in the next 4 yoars, we'll
be doing fine. HBut wo have 1o do i withawt
knowing that for sure. And how are we going
sy <do this? Fhat’s wiat | want o t:dk abont

today. Al more importantly, how can we
not jast nmve people e b oonth or 2, ar
3 or 4 ar 5 ar 6 months inte » job bt bow
ewn waz help peopke who have bean trappued
in oo oulture of <L:pz:m3mlcc anl poverly to
move to a culure of independence, family,
and work?

Forliink ¥ s (uir to assuioe that whenever
you seduee the welfare rolls, the people who
"Bro most {}“%?;(}:{Bl};ﬂ MGy {}g lﬂit; 'icrﬁ‘ ’
foee, the people who sre loft may be more
difficult to employ than the enes who have
already movoed, ]

I owant to talk about just three or fowr
things that we intend 1o cemtinue to do.
Nunihes ene, we believe that ghikl suppert
entlections will caatinue fo increase boouse
we've made significant changes in the Iaw o
hwolp us do that,

Nusnther two, we bave atked the Congress
to pass v bill which would give employers
wheo hire peaple Trom wellim to work or whe
hire siugmzczt off food siamps, who have
no nearne and got food siangs, into the work
force would get a B0 percent tax evedit for
a salary of up to §18.,008. So a maximwun tax
oredit—actual redaction of the tax bill of
$5,000, which is quite a significaut incentive,

Thirdly, wa recommend fonds to States
and 1o odtiss suiliclent io oresle ahowt
3BOGH0 jobs in the public sector over the
st 4 years,

Foucthly, | wouki remiod you that the ox-
isting law provides for now more fuads for
child care thao before, 84 billion, and cens
tinning support for heslth care for people
who bave public assistance wnd wha move
iute the work foree, ‘

Meow, i addition to that, il you leek of this
rat‘iwzz‘ Lalsowant to point ont that the $taie
as some flexibility right wow, The Siate of|
New York, v axnuple, vight sow, can offer.
all or part of a monthly welfare check to wn
amplayer as 3 wage and iraining sobsidy if
the anployer will bive someone off walfare,
For a single man on {ood stamps bat with
oee welfure cheek, the State of Now York cun
ensh et the food stamps amd give it to the
(:mplny{‘.? u% nowage wned frssinting snhsit{y
endor the gew b,

Sawe States—Sccretary Shalaks and | will
work together to give some States the fexis
Bibity under the old ke, wad the results, the
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prefimtnary results are qoite encouraging,
The State of Florda has just sancuneed «
prograrm o iy thiv,

How are we going to get all these people
jobs? Let me give you sonwe niimhers, This
country has 826,000 private sector business
employers with 20 or more employees. A fot
of them have a lot more than 20 employees.,
Wi have 1.1 million nongrofit organizations;
many of thew are lurge cnongh 1o bire soma-
nne else. We haove 135000 religiouse
churches, synagognes, mosgues, and others
with 200 or more mambers, Dbviously, i half
that many-~50 percunt of thens bired ove
serson, we conld get there, And o ot of the
i companies ean hire more than ona,

The point 1 waut to make &s that this &
a manageable problem—if you look at the
tax credits, if you Juok at the eash incentives
that the States ean offer, it's & masageable
problem. But it will nat work unloess et of
thiz we create what Dr, Forbes talked nboos
at the beginning, in this partsecship of bap
here.

We have got to create a commnnity-based
system, supporting work aod family, to make
wellare 2 transitional progvam that is a pro-
gram of support and movasent o independ-
ence. The way the bew s written, we have
several years 1o phase in what has to be dune,
It we've worked out the numbers, We think
we huve to move unother million prople from
the welfare rolls into the job waurket, which
would reduce the overall rolls by sbour al-
merst 3 emitlion i wedid that, with the ohile
deenn, So that's the background, Those am
the mcentives we cun bring w0 the mble, R

we: T to haves your help 1o set up Hids netr |

worrk,

1 me-jusl sy i otier thing that has
purticu]ar impuct' in New York and five or
six other States, T think it is imperative that
in this budget we are about to pass, that Con-
gress include the provisious that | have rec-
ouimended to restors benefits to legal immi.
geants who have been damaged and bave
health and ather problems throngds no Gt
el theoir owa, Amil [ assire you 1 intend 10
fight hard for tht, mnd ) kuow that vour deles
mation will, hut wa nead your support, Fhe:
Congress newds to andursiand tia thors ane
an awful ot of people who caum here Tegadly
who are ot oo wellaee, whe mre out working,

who are paying taxes, and who wound up gt
ting hust und veeding disability or health
henefits throngh so fudt of thair ewan, And
1 think #'s o mistake to ot thew off. And
so w're warking an that, and Ded ask for your
help on that.

1'd like to turn the program back over o
Dr. Forbes, but let e just suy again, we've
moved about a million people into the work
fores in the last 4 years and reduced the wel.
fare rolls by 2.3 willion. To meet the require-
s of the law, it 3 o celadation of the
Ergpartment of Lealth and 1luman Services,
waslhzm‘. to meet ancther miflion in the aoxt
4 years. We may or sy not ereate 115 il
Yion now jobs o the next 4 yeurs. I we did
it twice in 8 row, # would be something for
sure, Whether or not we do, we're going to
have to do that, We can unly do it Hehurehes,
nonprofits, and prvate employers nwke max
i use of tax eredis, i the cities und
States get the funds that T recommended to
hire people in the public seotor, and i the
States provide the kind of fexibility o private
cmpb{’crs everywhers in Ametien that some
tiave done in soine places,

You should know that 1ndiana and Wiscon.
sity reduced their welfare rolls by 40 pereent
i the last 4 years—40 percent—by aggros-
sive efforts and without particuladdy  ou-
renerous programs either, just aggeessive af»
ﬁ}rts, This ean be done, iil](i [ need your help
to do it And T do thiak s pat of ofl of
our mission i life, Doclor, 1o do this, any-
way,

Thank you.

{At this point, Ren. v, Jumaes Forbes, senior
minister, Biverside Church, droduced Hep,
i Brenda Stiars, exeoniive minisder zzf the
pareh, whe sl st the chureh has tried
lo respond o the needs of the poor in the
past anel will continue to do g0 through de
Partnership of Hope, « progran designed by
the church te lring topgether business, goo-

- ernment, and cvm.trtiug ity seruice pronidaers to

move welfare recipienis permanently into the
labor market. Fard . Craves, CRQ, Black
Entertainment magazine, thon expleived that
African-Anavican chiorches and businesses
fieroa already dona their fair share of helping
thee wrban poor, amd i & wvealistio for o
Federal Covermonend te axpect then fo pru-
siede the nevessary jub fraining, edueation,
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