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February 8, 1995

Bruce Reed

Deputy Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy
Old Executive Office Building, Room 216
Washington, DC 20500

*

Dear Mr. Reed:

The Natonal Center for Family Literacy has prepared the enclosed briefing
paper on family literacy and welfare reform. NCFL has summarized the
recomnmendations to be more clear and succinct. They read as follows:

1. The weifare system should be reorganized to focus on a family
needs assessment, rather than entitlement criteria or time limits,

2. Family literacy should be a requirement for participants who
have not completed high school and have a pre-school child.

3. Congress should fund model demonstration programs, staff
development, and research and evaloation to identify quality
programs and create a vehicle to abolish incffective programs,

4. Programs funded under the auspices of welfare reform should
be directed toward family units, as opposed to individuals within
the family.

5. All new and exisiing legisiation should be screened for its ability
to create self-sufficiency, as opposed o dependency on
ZOVEITUNCTL Programs,

If 1 can be of any assistance, please call me at 302/384-1133,

Linda Likins
Director of Policy Development
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August 26, 13834

Ms, Diane Lynn Pancoe
Akzron, Chico

hear Diane:

Thark yvou for sending we a copy of your paper, "Welfare
Reform: Early Interventisn at the Local Level." 1 appraciate
knowing your Lhoughts on this crucial issue, and I've shaved
your views with my staff.

My welfare reform plan is based on two simple principles:
work and respeonsibility. Unfortunately, our curyent welfare
system undermines these and other bagic values, failing the
very psople it is supposed to help.

welfare should be 3 transgitional program, enabling peopls
to go toe work and support their families. My welfare refocrm plan
ig designed to provide job training, ohild care, and suppor:t for
those in need. But after two years, anyone who can work must do
so -~ in-“the private sector if possible, in the public service if
neCessary. r

The second value underlying my plan is responsibility --
because governments don't raise children, people do. My pian
ingludes the toughest child support enforcement measures 1n Quy
naticn's history. It empowers people to take new responsibility
for themselves and their families through time limits on
assistance and structured support ggrvices.

We must make it ¢lear to people that they should not have
children until they are ready to take care of them! I proposed
launching a national campalgn calling on teenagers to delay,
having children until they have c¢ompleted their education and
¢an support themselves. The plan alsc requires teen parsnts
who recaive welfare benefics to stay in gchool, to live with
their families if possible, and to move toward work,
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This plan rewards work, encourages responsibility, and
strengthens our families for the generations Lo come. And it

ig paild for entirely by reductions in federal expenditures on
other programs. It includes no new or additional taxes.

As 1 work to build a brighter future of opportunity for
all of our people, I hope I can count on your support.

Bincerely, .

@LL CLINTUR
BC/DNP/MM/ 1ynn (Corres. #1760458)
(8. pancoe ., dl)}

WHCC Rep. Thomas C. Sawyer
Lﬁg Affairs

CARY ol ?&scmeflnv.

SENT TG

Ms, Diane Lynn Pancoe

ofe The Honorable Thomas €. Sawyer
Manber, U.%., House of Representatives
Suive 108

411 Wolf Ledgss Parkway

Akron, Chio 44311
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June 24, 1594

Honorahble President Clinton
The White House
Washington, D.C, 200140

gar Honorahle President Clinton,

The enclosed paper, "welfare Reform: Bavly Intervention at
the Local Level,” 1is one I wrote for a graduate course in
education., I have submitted a copy to Congressman Sawyer's
office with the hopes that it might reach you directly.

I would like to urge you, on behalf of welfare reform, to
implement a plan that allows for personal growth and development
within a realistic frame of time, one which would foster an
individual's physical, intellectual, emotional, and social needs;
a plan that contains elements of Ytough love" and promotes the
teaching of practical 1life skills; a plan designed for success.
I also reguest that you give people such as myself an opportunity
to serve on the task force, Kknowing that our input contains
wisdom beyond measure.

¥Your campaign, President Clinton, was based arcund something
that hasg garried me Lhrough the 4ifficult hours; something that I
negver lost sight of; something called “HOPE." I am now asking
that we begin to give that same hope if0o those less fortunate
than you and I,

I wounld appreciate, nest  graciously, your sincere
consideration of the plan T have suggested and looK Torwdrd to @~
TEEpPonise. ] B

. Sincerely,

Diane Lynn Fancoe
Teacher, Akron Public Schools



iane Pancoe
Issues and Trends in Education
June &, 1994

"rrends no one thought of but me®
Welfare Reform: Early Intervention at the Local Level

I was f&aily glad toc to see this was to be the title of our
last paper this semester, I have had something on my mind fox
guite some time now that I would like to submit to President
Clinten’s 'Waifare Reform Task Force, from the viewpoint of
somaone who has experienced firsthand the trials and tribulations
of trying to overcome poverty. Before I begin though, I feel you
will need to read the attached research paper I completed a few
years ago to givée you some background knowledge of where I am
coming from and why my great interest in this issug that I fsel

directly effects our sducation system., Now, on to solubiouns...

according to Webster‘s Dictionary (1988), the word welfare

means, ‘well-being; prosperity.” I feel that our welfare system
as it is known today <an hardly be said to foster and nurture an
individual's well-being, let alone encourage prosperity. I found
just the oppaiiﬁa to be true; ths harder T worked to overcome
difficult life situationg and improve my seli-asteem, the more
the system tried to d&is¢ourage me, cut benefits, and keep me
down. I was fortunate to bave an aunt who believed in me more
tharnr I bhelieved in myself at that time. It was because of her,
my deep faith, and the love of friends I was able to survive and

come oui stronger in spite of it all. It was 2also these same
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gxperiences that opened my eyes -to the injustice pur government
was doing t? avpcpulatian‘in need of much more than financial
assistance,

My first experisnce with government assistance was the
application - a thirty-four page form asking questions, I feel,
had nothing to do with helping me set a plan for my future and
guite honestly, were none of their business! But these were the
rules of the “game" and if I wanted a better life, I needed to
learn how to '"play." Describing my horrendous experiences the
naxt seven years would take too much space, but there are a few
that triggered my mind into coming up with a new welfare plan.

In addition to the thirty-four page application, the
conditions and atmosphere of the building I first walked inteo ten
years ago {they have now improved} nearly made me nauseous. The
floors, walls, and restrooms were filthy; not f£it for animals,
let alone humans., The small amount of self-esteem I thought I had
left at _that peint,..vanished, The air was smoke-filled and
stagnant., There ware no educational reading materials available
for children ort adulis. Parents were vyelling at and spanking
their toddliers -~ there was nobt a play area for young children,
One could not help bul sense the frustration and tension of the
individuals walting for their names to be called.

Ancther incident I abs&r?&& was & man attemplting to £ill oot
that "necsssary® form, I watched his face grimace and his legs

cross pack and forth until he finally want £0 a man a few seats



-3-
down from him. I heard him say, "Hey man, can you help me with
this? I only went to eighth grade...I can't read." At that
point in time my heart just broke. I thought to myself, "Where
is the intervention?! Why aren't we as a societf, wiéh
all our great knowledge, helping this man?" It was then I began
to devise my own plan for welfare reform, one I hope to someday
present to President Clinton.

The best thing I believe we can do.for those in need of
government assistance is to help people to help themselves. I
become very defensive when I hear judgments being made against
people on welfare and even more defensive when someone in my
past has said to me, "But you're different." My response was
always that I was not different, I was just fortunate - fortunate
to have known another way of life before my parents died eighteen
years ago; fortunate to have been brought up surrounded by books
and with a strong emphasis on the importance of higher education.

What many people do not realize is that for a number of
families receiving welfare, that is the only way of life they
have ever knogn. The intent of the welfare system was not for
generation after generation to receive assistance for life. I am
not sure exactly where it went wrong, but it is definitely time
for an overhaul.

The first step on the road to improvement is to do away with
the thirty-four page form. Not only is it a waste of paper and

time consuming to fill out, but I believe it lowers feelings
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of self-worth just by the mistrusting nature of the questions.
The form alseo focuses on one's past versus a plan for one's
future. My idea is that when a person épplies for welfare, the
first place they should be sent is to a local university'é Caréér
Planning and Placement Center. To me, this type of assessment
will be more beneficial to an individual's future and self-esteem
than any thirty-four page form asking whether or not one has sold
and received cash for anything of value in the past year. It
also allows for an individual to experience the environment of a
college campus, possibly for the first time.

It would be at this time, too, where the process
of intervention should begin. Just as teachers write IEP's
{Individual Education Plan) for special needs students, I feel
case workers should be trained in how to write and development
either an IEP or "FEP" -~ Family FEducation Plan for clients
needing assistance. it is only with this type of guidance will
individuals begin to learn how to help themselves. If an
individual is unable to read, the first step for them would be
enrollment in Project Learn. We have a wealth of community
resources that I believe are not accessed to their fullest
potential, this being one of them. For those seeking ADC
assistance, there are many gquality day care centers available to
help with child care while a mother attends school. The type of
schooling would vary according to her individual interest and

needs. 1 alsc believe programs such as STEP, Systematic Training
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for Effective pParenting, shcould be mandatory for teenage parents
and others needing knowledge of early childhood behavicr: and
appropriate ways in which to deal with themn.

wWhat 1  have not mentioned yet iz that ggyané receiving
government assistance would he reguired te participate in short
and long range goal setting for their fubture in order to receive
monthly checks and food stamps. If they failed to participate,
their monthly checks would step. I think it is important for
people ta realize that we neesed to be held accountable for the
choices we do or don't make. Welfare should not be a way of life
for anyone, but a stepping st&n& to a brighter future.

one of the misgivings I have with President Clinton's
welfare reform plan is that of time limits., It is a well-known
fact that the key to ¢overcoming poverty is through education, and
it is unrealistic bto expect to receive a four year degree in a
two year time span. In all fairness to those needing assistancs,
I feal they nesd to be treated as the human beings that they are,
with feelings and needs Jjust as those not in need of assistance.
we should ﬁat“expect them to settle for a minimum wage i¢ob
without health care just becauge their "time' is up.

In addition to what ¥ have mentioned thus far, 1 also
strongly believe that the current "top-down"” way of managing
welfare reform will never bring success., Individuals such as

myzelf, who have overcome the obstacles of personal welfare

reform in their own lives, should have a seat on President
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Clinton's Welfarse Reform %ask Forge, Qur  input would be
invaluable because of our real life gituations and the fact that
we overcame them, I alse think those presently serving should be
challenged to go down to their local Department af‘ﬁeaith aéé
Human BServices, fill out the thirty-four page farm; go through
the interview process, pretend they have to live on the allccated
$300.00 to $500.00 for one month, and keep a writing ‘ournal
of their feelings as they go through this sexperience. I would
venfure to guess that in sharing their findings we would hear
about feelings of humiliation, invasion of privacy, degradation,
and low self-esteam.

An old adage comes to mind when I think of welfare reform:
“Charity begins at home." Looking at welfare reform from the
standpoint of a nation becomes overwhelming and insurmountable.
Yet when we break that down to the local level within each state,
focus on individual intervention, utilize community resources,
and allow those at "heme" to develop and implement plans feor
success, we then begin to see a "win-win® situation.

as ¥ megtioned earlier, 1 feel welfare reform directly
effects education. The feelings parents have about themselves,
and life in general, are conveved to their children., If the; are
distraught, filled with despair, zand unable to parent for one
reagson or another, then childran are going to school without much
enthusiasm for learning and stress beyond the their years. Yet

if parents at home feel good about pergonal goals they are



e

achieving and obstacles they are overcoming, then children, too,

#

will take part in those feslings of pride and success; which in
turn would be carried over into the classroom,
In ¢loging, I would liks te =nd as though I was speaking to

President Clinton himself,

Dear Honorable President Clinton,

I urge vyou, on behalf of welfare reform, to implement
a plan that allows for personal growth and development within a
realistic frame of time, one which would foster an individual‘s
physical, intellectual, emotional, and social needs; & plan that
containg elements of “tough love” and promotes the teaching of
practical 1life skills; & plan designed for success. I also
reguest that you give people such as myself an opportunity to
serve on the task force, knowing that our input contains wisdom
heyond measure,

Your campaign, President Clinton, was based around something
that has carried me through the difficult hours, something that I
never lost sight of, something called “HOPE." I am now asking
that we begin to give that same hope to those less fortunate than
you and I,

I  would appreciate, most  graciously, your  sincere
consideration of the plan. I have suggested and look forward to a
response,

S8incerely,

‘ RDione) Tertae

Diane Pancoe
Akron Public Schools
Chapter I Math and Reading Tutor
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. THE- AFDC "PROGRAM WITHIN.DUR PUBLIC WELFARE SYSTEM -
DOES IT ENGCOURAGE OR HINDER PRODUCTIVITY WITHIN OUR SOCIETY?

#here do T bhegin? For me, I became aware of this part of our government

LS L o v

glmogt {Qur yeara ag(}, o "‘i-"' ; ." ' Lt 1: o 2 -< '-’.i"-*;.:- o v : <_,_«_';_‘>.5;‘_ N
- e CE L I knew T either had to find another -way to survive

or loge my sanlty. 48 amueh as 1 would of liked to have lost ny sanizy,and
said, "The hell with it all,” the reality of the situation was that I had
four young children whose livellhoods depended on wme. Even though many told
me I would have to walt until the children were older before I could leave

the situation, I knew thie was not God's plan for neither life nor marriage.
1, syself, SENEEEERANENANNE ' B cared too much for my children to want
them to have memories such as I have of my childhood, There was only one way

could pull this off - AFDC, Ald for Families with Dependent Child-

In which I

Iéin.
AFDC is a progras undser the Department of Health and Human Services,

This department formally came into being early in 1980. Formally the Dept,

of Realih Education and Welfars, in 1980 {ongress estabiished a new . S,

Dept. of Educallon.
pepartmental programs are carrisd out through ten Regional Offices under

the superviglon of Reglonal Direciors who are responsible for the general
direction of HHES sctivities 4n their respestive Regions. Direc%a;s main-
tain claose relationships with ke& State ofricials and HHS sadministrators
in Washingtone. .

Then there is the Ol fice of Human Development Services., This lis the agency
within . HES responsible for administering social service programs for children,
youth and fémili&s, the elderly, the developmentally digabled. and Hative
Anaricansg.

" §DS provides tecénical and financlal assistance t¢ States and communities
for programe that protect vulnerable children and adults, help families to
stay topgether, enable low-incowe and handicapped people to begome self-suffi-
cient, and prevent unnegcessary institutionalization. *! : )

The agency works to- improve the quallty of human Bervices throughout the
country. Feﬁr prograw adminlstrations within HDS gupyart a wide raﬁgaoof
projects for wvulnerable populations - the idministration for ghlldren, Youth,
and Families, the Adaministration on Aglng, the Adminisiration dp Developmenial
disavilities, mnd the Administration for Native Amaric&ns‘ DS~ alge works

Tpublic Welfare Dirsctory Reference - A Resource Guide to Human Services, 1G87-88
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wiih States and communities through geveral central ataff officies in
%ashington, D.C., and ten Reglonal Offlces.

The AFDC program is for children and their families who nsed mopey to iive
on bscause a parent le dead, digablsd, sbsent ffoz home, or unemployed, It
is availadle ia every setate, the District of Columdbia, Guanm, Puerto Rico, and
the Virgin Islands; ®hat matters s how nmuch money you need to support your
tfamily, compared with what you have or earn, and what the state in which you
live can provide under its standards. It is based on individual needs and is
ayailable withaui regard to race, color, or national origin, in accordance with
the Civil Rights Act of 1964. The Federal Government has made pyles tO B0e
that States treat their AFDC families fairly and equally. But each state has
its own e€liglibility rules within those required or permitted by the Socilal
Sezurity Act. FEach state decldes for iteelf how much money & family needs to
buy food, clothing, and to pay for shelter, then ths state declides how much
money they can provide for apgiitance, According to the information I recelved
from the Human Services Dept. in Akron, some states pernit family income to
be saved for a c¢hildfs future sdugaticn or other needs, I can assure you
Ohio 48 not ons of thoss states! . R

Some of the money for AFDC payments comes from the U.S5. Governmexnt., 5o
the Federal Sovernment has mads some -rules that all statss must-follow.

They are: 1, Accept samiapplication for AFDC hely from everyone who wiphes to
apply. 2. Decide how much they can pay or why you are not eligidle within a
ppecified period of time, but at least within forty~five days. *3. Make
payoents o every family that ls eligible under the State’s rules.without
regard to race, coler; or national origin and mske the payments: effective no
later than thirty days after the date of application if the family is eligible.
Ls Give an&cne who asks for it the opportunity for & hearing if the application
wag denled or not acted on gprompltly or if dissatisfied with the  amount of
asslistance pr{',‘{fide&.; s R . -

Once accepted for assistzace, the agency needs 1o know how much money ¥ou
earn, your expsases on the jjob,. whether you receive iucome or have applied for
benaff§s from Social Security or other goverament pension programs, whati you
o¥n, whal help friends-or relatlves give you, what resgurses you have by way
of property, insurance, bank accounis or other investments or savings. In
other words, they want your lifd history since birth and then some! They also
need gocial security numbers for ALY persons including children for shom you
are asking assistence, 7T{ you dontt have the numbers, you have to apply for
them. The agency needs i khow whers the' children were born and how you are
related to them, They need to know whether the chiidren live with you, and
whether those elghteen to twenty-one years old ars in school. 0¥ course if
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the children are receiving any type of grant or aid to assist with the axpenge
of school, you can be assured that a caseworker will try to deduct that amount
fros the amount of assigtance you will be receliving, even though that 48 now
illegal,” The agency also needg detalls about the dsath, incapacity or cop~
tinvued absence of the children's pgrent. You will be reaquirad to sasign to
the agency rights to any child Bupport payments received from the absent parent
or aay othear parecn. Also, cooperation is expected in establishing the father
for children born osut of wedlock and in locating the absent fathor.

After all the asbove information is determined, the agency then decides 1Yf
you must register for WIN (Work Incentive Program)., Unless you ars cearing
for a ¢hild under sixzx 1n your home or have anothar good reason for noit working,
you pust sign up for WIN to be oligible for AFDC. At this polint in time, I'm
not sure if WIN is only a rule in Ohio or all states. WIN helps pabpla to
either find work or to regelve the necessary job training. In the handouyt
from the county, it ig Buggeasted that even if not reguired, a person take
advantage of WIN because, "Even a part-time job may mean extra money for your
family." 'They neglect to add that becauss of that "part-time” income, you may
lose over half of your benefits entitled to you because of that income (work
incentive, right?!}. Once on ADFC, a person is also eligible for medical care
and services under the State's Medicald program. This, in ltself, ie price-
lesa ﬁa thoge who find themselves nseding to resoert to public .ggaigtxggg

Ancther informative pamphliet given oat,by the Office of Public fnformation
ie called "Statistics at a Glance,! According to this, there ars 32,370,000
{32.4 million) people in the U.S5. livirng below the government's official
poverty iine., As far ss APDC is concerned, the Hovernment says that ADC
families sre getiing smallsr, Their statistics are as follows: Characterig~
tic studies of ADC recipiente, conducted nationwide in 1962 and 1979, show that
70,5 percent of ADG families had only one or iwo children in 1979 (4546 parcen£
in 1969). lLarge ADC families were less common in 1979, with only 1%.9 percent
of {amilies having four or more children., As the size of the family groes, -
the dollar amount per person goes down, he statistics also had that ADC
grants in Okio were incroaBed by five percent iﬁ Jannary 1984. Grants had not
been raised since July, 1979 Orants wers then raised by five percent in Jan=
uary 1985, and by four percent Iin January 1984. An additional two percant
increase in February of 1937 made the ADC grant received by a family of three
$309.00 per aonth. Out of that grant comes rent, utiiities, slothing for
the family, transportation, school expenses, and personal and inclidental iteus,
Low-income public housing unite are available, but the waiting 1list to get in

averages two to four years, Hedical assistance, emergency asesistance,. heating



;ddfiﬁg winter months, and school lunch programs are available, but thess do
not provide the regular cash income the family needs to mest basic year-round
living expenses, . .

Section S101,161 of the Hew Ohio Revised Code is im regards 1o coertification
of funds; publlc assiatance fund; and quarterly estimate, According to this
section, sometime prior to December sixteenth, annually, the department of
human serviges must certify to the board of county commiséiOnera of each
county the amount estimated by the department to be needed in the followlng
calandar year to meel the cQunty share of expenditurss for ald, ﬁealth'bare,
and administration, 1'11 need to read Chapter 5?0? for turther ressarch into
how they figure the axact amount of need. The paragraph goee on to read,

“At the beginning of the c¢alendar ysar, the board of county commissioners

shall appropriate the aamcunt certified by the department for the current
calendar year, reduced or increased by the amount of the adjusted balance or
deficit in the public azesistance fund at the end of the preceding calendar year
ag deterpined by deparisent of human gervices rules. The attorney general
shall bring mandamug proceedings egalinst sny board which fails to make such

spn appropriation and timely transfer to the public assistance fund as directed
by department of human gervice rules," I'm curious as to what the human service
rules are, 1 can see 1 bave by research cut out for me! The section goes on
to read that ell funds provided under this gection should be placed in a
special pudblic aesistance fund within the county treasury. A1l moneys received
from the state government for the purposes of Chapters 5107 and 5113 of the
Revieed Code are supposed to be deposited in the sounly treasury to the credit
of the public aesistance Tund. The department is also supposed to prepare a
voucher at least quarterly authorizing payment from the state pudblic assistance
subsidy for the estimated difference bgtween the local share of state sxpendi-
tures and the sum of the state and federal shares of local expenditures.

Section 5104418« 0f the Hevised Code fa-in regards 1o psymenls treated as
income in determining aid. The directar of human services is the one who
determines what payments t¢ any isdividual seplying for or recsiving ald should
be reggrded as income or resources, In delermining this, the dirsctor cgonsid-
ers the Bource and amount of payment, ths purpese for which the payment was
made, and whether regardiggm§§e payment a&s income would be in the public ine-
terest. The director is/also suppowned 1o -taks into consideration whether.
treating the payment ag income would be detrimental to any of the programs ad-
ministered in whole or ih part by the department of human services and whether
such determination would jeopardize the receipl of any federal grant or payment

by the state.
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"1 found Sectlon 5101.17 of the Revised Code to be of much intersst to me,
It is in regards L0 Tncome under Ecanomic Opportunity Act, I would like to
gquote the first paragraph. ;ﬁﬁf determining the need of any person under
Chapter $107.or 5113, of the revised Code, the first elghty-five dollers plus
oue~half of the excess Over elghty-five dollars of paywents made 0 or in baw
half of any pergon-for or with respect to any month under Title I or IT of the
“Economic Opportunity Act of 1964,” 78 Stat., 508, 42 U.5.C.A. 270}, as amend-

ed, #hall not be regarded as income or resources. No payments made under such

titles gball be iagarded as laocome or resources of another individunl except to
the extent that they are made available to the.other individual. No grant

‘wade 1o any f=selly undey Title IIi of such a2t shall be regarded as incoms or

rescurces in determining the nee& of any member of =much family under éh&p&er
8107, or 5113, of the Revieed (ode.," The reason I found this paragraph to be
80 interesting ls because now I'm golng to sxplainm to you exactly how determ-
ination iz really figured,

Our county ADFC program conslders the tirst seventy~-five dollars as &
disregard, not the elghty«five as in iths code. TL slao considere not the onew
half of the excess over the first seventy-five dollars, but wshat they cell
thirty dollare and one~third disregard., They deduct thirty dollars and one-
third of that amount off of your total income for a period of four monthe.
After four months,they only. deduct seventy~five dollars and one-third of that
amount. After thirteen wmonthe, they only. . deduct seventy~five dollars, After
this, there is no disregard. In some pircumatances, & person might be able
to have & disregard up to. tweniy months, bul after twenty months they should
be in a position to go completely.off ADFC, becaaaeffraa this point on their
benefiis ar# educed so drastioallydrthat it 1s Eﬁw}énger worth thelr-while 4o
vork. The individual actualigiis penalized for trying! The individual ig also
only allowed to have #1,000 in sesets (home and personal property not counted)
and cannot havé‘a cdrcvalued over 91,500.: If they do, their besafits . sither
are reduced drasticalliy or-they become ineligible for asslsiance any longers
And as recently as July of 1987, a caseworker told me my AFDC beneflits w&ée
going %z be reduged agcordiog fo the. eamount of wy grant [ was 16 receive {or
my education at Akron Unlversity, Had | not been famiilar with-the above- code,
I would bs receiving reduced benefits because I'm choosing to further my ed~
ucation 80 that in a few years T will be in a2 position to go off of AFDC
compietely. e i e e

This presgearch has raised soems questions for me. Where did our pounzy come
up with their method of datermining an individual's continuing eligibility?

I was told by Western Neserve Legal Ald that the Ohio Reviaed Code was the
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“.a=%nits and bolts of the rules “and regulations within our Human Skrviceﬁ

Department.” Yol according te my research thus far, the county is not
following that code., And why aren't the caseworkers familiar with the rules
and regulations regarding that code? How are they prepared for their job?
¥hat ressarch or resding materiala are thef required to become familiar with
hefore boconing &8 caseworker? While reuading the Reviged Code dn regards to
AFDC, snother thought:came to mind. Could 3t be that the AFDC: program within
the Human Services Department real}y is set up to help an indivigual work
his/her way out &n unpleasant situation and the County offieials wirking
within honestly don't know the guidelines sceording o the Revieed Code?

Or are County officisls smismansging the funds being sent %o them from tho.
state? T honestly don’'t know the answers to these guestlons. I do reallze,
though, that because:of »y situstion and awareness of how Lo overcome 1%, I
definitely intend torfind ocut the anewsrs. Lo the above queslions,.:

In comelusion, I'd lfke to end with a .statistie from the “Statistice at a
Glance” publications’ “"According to a study released in 1987 by the Genersl
Accounting Office, an investigstive are of COongress, theres is no conclusive
evidence that welfare greatly discourages people from working, bresks up.
families, or encourages unmarried women' to become pregnant to receive benefits,
The situdy reached its conclusions sfter reviewing more than 100 welfare gtudies
complated since 1975¢" ‘Conslidering that in Summit county smione there are more
than 50,000 peopie and more than 20 million pecple nationally recelving -
public assletance, I would question the validity of this studyy Itve listed
the facte ag T've researched them thus. far. Back to my original question,

The ADFC prograz within our Popblic Welfare System - dpse it eneourage or
hinder productivity within ocur society? ~¥'11 le! you be the judge of thit.es



Bruce Feed A13-7 Slocum Heights
Room 218 Syracuse, NY 13210
Oid Executive Offics Building Sept. 27, 1994
725-17th Street

N.W. Washington, DC 20503

Reo: Waellare reform

Dear Mr, Reed,

| think two year limits on welfare is a good idea, which may seem surprising
coming from a single mother currently on welfare. Al the sama time, two year
limits concarn me. | am attending school to aam a bachelors degree in
anvironmental studies, and my son is two ysars oid.

Onie concern is that single parents will not be able to support their families. My
other concerm is that those who wish o pursue a four year degres will be
unable {0 do 50 in the futurs. A good education should not be denied
considering the benefits {0 our country.

Trying 1o raise a child and going lo school full time is hard work, By achiaving
my degree | will have lived the American work sthic: 'If you work hard you will
get somewhers in lifa.” | will be able to stay off all. forms of public assistance
andd provide a good example o my son. My degree will enable me to get a job
that will some day pay for my son's collage education, thereby, not continuing a
sycle of weltare,

Wa who are raising the next generation are concerned with what happens in
aur cities, stales, and country. No one wants thair child growing up in a "bagd"
neighborhood. The better our education the more likely we will bs 10 get
involved and make informed decisions regarding cur communities,

it you are going to put two year limits on wellare, just training psople isnt good
enough. Karry Mack was written about in the Sep&ember gixth issue of the d

(Copy enclossed) She has been on and off weitars for
ten years, Sha has done voluntesr work and she has worked whenever she
could tind a job. She has taken eight different training courses. When | spoke
to her, she said she had cumulatively spant four years In training programs.

Here is an obviously intelligent person who should have been put through a two
or four year college program. If she had spent four years in college instead of
training programs she would probably be seif-sufficient by now. Unfortinately,
welfars offices discourage education. | was discouraged when 1 told them of my
plans for g four year degres, but | knew what was best for ma and my son.



in theory, | agree with two year fimits. When | sea women in the welfare office
with whita lips {a sign of crack addiction} and young children, it sickens me.
Howaver, it also sickens me when | see an intelligent person, who wants 10 do
better for themsealves, be kept down by an out of date bureautracy.

Thank you,

Christine Maurer

cc: Presidant Clinton
Mary Jo Bane
Donna E. Shalala
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By TRIF ALATZAS
YEAPDT WRITER

Keorrve Mack belioves she has
been “trained out” when it comes 1o
ker search for a job.

The 32-year-old Wabhater worn-
sn, who has been on and off wellgre
for 10 years. has been ttained a3 a
vosmetologist und day«:m ;:mnd
ar. i’xhe also has taken

“w .
the banied"in i’zzézng>a }e&x mm
writing, getting lepteré’of réferenpe
and targeting her gldlls, - o -

But she cart find ajob that pave
enough to take care of her four
children and has health benefits.
Mack knows that anything she
earns would be taken away almost
dollar for dallar.

Mack relis her story ss she flips
theovgh 8 black, three-ring binder
that holds dorens of certificates of
achievament, training diplowins and
letters of reference. “We have o
stop ail this training,” she said,
“Ard make it mandatory that peo-
ple on social services get at least get
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an associate’s degres. That holds
more weight than saying [ took vight.
" different training classes.”

Mack has four children: The old- i
- est is 18; the voungest is 4. She has ;3{‘;9; "iz. A
nevey besr marriad, but she got 8 o ?‘5%5* 2 &
sourt order for the father of two of Hdborcen focd mztz;aa and public

her children o pay ohild support.

sxsistatiog, M&cﬁ:s family receives
He paid that sapport for about o

702 a'wonth in pubﬁc REAISLENCE,

smonth - arsd 1hen ost bis job. The fanily kmm algovernmant-
. Maek- balieves welfsre should mbezdi{ed. m @
help find work for spouses who  pent i the vi g6 of Webster. She
don't live with sheir families so they  ownn s, old: stauon WRRON,
can pay-child support. whichghe - bm:ght‘when she waa
. “Don't- stereotype me,” Mack working:, Things such as movies end

M.ld “I've niever been in rehab, my
kids have pever heen in lowter care
‘and there has always been food on
the teble, hut people like me are

LEipe |1’ ;Q:}umzm ;parks fof ber
childress ;umal}y; afe; provided e
feiends angd fxmi}ytmambm. &

.ajways gepting browbesten,” fw;w” _pandidatesland orgahize-
I . "'E t\}” S R B 1 ?g‘_ﬁﬁ,ﬁv Im",i-tf"'?’:{

i .
en}e \lack second] fmmf Liwithithree
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roe Couity, Boaid 6f Elsctiona ey 8 21| o Trouigh abe huon't fok

ﬁnngmkngazasszsh‘éals‘o ST Mack: e by
af"awelfareTtlerk fror’ 19901002 ﬁj“*sw'd like 1" beoome a’t
hut"&w_;iip’i‘nj.‘d?&[hefmm of 'douh i mciiel"or Betress’ w3 ',ﬁnﬂ-mdm
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Dear President Bill Clinton:

Hello-My nams 18 Sandra MCeal
Oregon. I am. a 20 vear old single

‘to get a nursing degree and I will

with my medical transceription degr
my nursing degree. I have bean onl
son was born in 1981, When I stay
stopped because I was, getting a Pe
Which was bharley enough Lo suppert

I took a break from school and wen

rekturned back to college March of
the welfare again told me that the
care or cash assistance.

1 cannot understand why I can
assistance help when ! am tryihg t
and I won't have t¢ be on welfare
the welfare system. I feel that i
who really need ib. .

1 gee and hear of people who
welfare. They don't try t0 get 2
themgelves get off of welfare, it
them. Plus 1 know of people who u
drug money, which makes we very, v

I have 2haught abaub guitting
Lry to save aoney for‘ooliege but
impessible, I ¢an't have a minimy
would barley be able to make ends
1 am sure-you have more -impor
than .some single mother’ trying to

April 26, 1994

T and I 1ive in Prinevillie,

mother, I am going to mchool

be graduating in one year

ae, and then continue to get
welfare on and off -since my

ped college in 1992 my weifare
1l: Grant from the ¢ollsge,
myself let alone my Jon Lo,

t to work for awhile and then

ithis yvear. When I did this

y could not help me with ohild

Fo

"
Fl

not get any child care or cash
o get an education so my son
ever again. I 4o not abuse

£ should be there for people

keep having kids and stay on
iob or ge to school to help
ig considered easy money to
se¢ their welfare grants for
ary angry. )

"

school and getibing a job, and

Ithat would be almost

m wage job and save money. 1
meet. ”

® F

tant things $o worry about
better hers and hey sons

Frireviile, OR 977354

lives, but President Clinton please think about all I have sald.
Tf I didn't need the help of welfare I wouldn'e be wasting vour
time and mine with this letter. I feel that if a person is

willing to educate themselves, then all of tha avalldbl& sources
should be there.

a
. 4

Sincerely:

o Sandra MCcall
8925 Rimrook KD ’
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For the past two years, I've taught in a program in
Houston, TX, aimed at helping AFDC clients obtain a
G.E.D. My students are all |women on welfare, from 18-
45 years old, with 2-6 dependent children each,

average. They are U. S. citizensr not immigrants, About
half are second generation welfare recipients. They
speak freely of living with boyfriends, "husbands" or
mothers who are also receiving public assistance.

I teach Adult Basic Education, which correspondeds to
grades K- 6 in the public schools. Some can't read.
Most don't know mu1t1plication tables, and decimals,
fractions and percents are over all their heads.

The Human Services Dept. prJvides them with a free bus
pass ($360.00/yr. value}, and free day care. The school
provides free text-workbooks and school supplies. If
the women drive their own cars to school, they get a gas
reimbursement. One of my students acquired a car and is
driving to school, but she won't tell DHS because she's
still gettting the bus card,| too.

The AFDC students are aupposed to attend class 20 hrs. a
veek. Their attendance is regulated monthly by DHS. If
it falls below a 75% participation level, they will lose
their day care. That's what' the "system" tells them.
More than half of the women|in my class do not meet the
participation level, but they are allowed to stay on my
roll because "we need the numbers“ Meanwhile, there is
a waiting list of other peOple vho want to come to
school, but, because space i's limited, I don't have room
for them.




It has been sald that the student can only be

reinstated one time after they fail to meet the reguired
participation level., The ones who get “dropped® turn
right around and get a new referral to come to school,
because they have lesrned to work the system. Haslf of
the seats in ny class are “occupied! by people who fail
to show up as required.

Many of the women in my class freguently come dressed in
new clothes, with salon hairstyies, sculpted nails, and
vear a lot of jewelry. Pleaae understand that I am not
againet women on wefare want@ng tuv logk nice. But when
a2 woman jumps up in the middle of clags and announces
she must leave esarly beeaaseiahe has t¢ renevw hery

health club membership, I think something is wrong.
Where do they get the money fcz these things if they are
*on welfare"? How many of the government benefits are
*wrickling down" to meet the nutritional, educational
and physical needs of thelr childran”

Among those who do attend class, gome won't even pick up
2 pencil., I have £0 cosX, bag 0¥ bargin with them to do
clagswork, or open their books or work some math
problems. When I ask them why they are coming to
schogl, I get respongesn like ("We have to so ve ¢an get
cur check®, or “if we don't, they'll short our food
stamps.” I think the AFDC 1legislation went astray when
it assumed that people on weﬁfara had the maturity,
gelf-discipline and education to handle checks and food
stamps in a responsible way.g Cne of my students uses
her check for lottery tickets; another talks of selling
her food stamps for gash.

Su that you won't write me off as a callous person, I
want o tell you that T was barn into a "welifare®
family. I am the sixth of eleven children. In the 50's
and early 60's my parents didn't gat checks or food )
stamps. A woman we called the "goup lady" camg Lo us
weekly with food and medicine. She took us tc the
doctor if we needed to go. She was a person who related
L9 us, Dot 2 bureaunCracy.

When I was 15, I went to live away from my family,
because I would not give in te the pressure to guit
school and go to work full time. I rented a room in a
widow's house, and got a reataurant job by lying about
my age. I paid $10/wk., for my room and bought my own
food., I was the first in my family to graduate from
high school. Hy history teacher and counselor helped ne
enrcell in a state college. Ifwarkad two part-time jobs
and received.a grant and a sch&laxship. I made the
Deant's list and graduated on sche&uze. I have singe
obtalined a Magter’s as well.




_e‘&

Even though you might say I overcame the odds, I feel
like the odd one out. My sta&ent& have health care
through Medicald. I have been without health insurance
for two years because I am 3| part-time employee at two
part-time jobs., I can’'t afford health insurance, but I
am taxed so that my sgtudents can hasve it. T don't get
paid for glex days (I've missed one day in two years).

I can't even afford to be a good citizen and serve on a
jury, because I won't get paid for the time off.

Should a financial crisis arise, I can-only hope that
some of my good friends can help me out, If I iose a
job due to budget cuts or dewnsizing, I can't dray un-
empioyment, because I am Qaly a part-time employee. I
am not marrxied and have na &hildren. I have tried to
live a responsible life. Becauae of thig, I am less
well off than the AFDC students I teach.

I acvepted my teaching poﬁition because I felt that I,
a survivor of weifars and yﬁverty, would be an
inspiration to these students. Forget that! How can
they be inspired to change their lives when they have it
better off than I do? |

|
My plea to the government ia‘ Pleage find 2 way to feed
the “"real® poor {not the ones who buy top brands with
food stamps). Please clothe|the naked, and stop doling
out chegcks that go to purchasa degigner clothes. Do
something to provide shelter for the homeless, instead
of paying the rental fees on|leather furniture and
VCR’s. Stop giving benefits|to the adelt children of
America who have no intention of becoming self-rellant.
Give the death sentence to this lifeptyle that the
*Great Society? birthed,

If our country must keep AFDC, let's change the acronym
to ACDF: Aid to Children with Dependent Parents,

Most reaspectfully,

Teresa R, Moore
4331 % Pease St.

Houston, Tx 77023
113.821-1258]1
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WADHNG BIVER NLY. V782

Decenbier 21, 1993

Mr, Bruce Heed, Domestic Advisor
White House i
Washington, D.{.

Dear Mr, Head,

I kave read with great Iinterssyg, _an
article from the Washington Post, here on Long . W
Island, New York re:"Clinton We&ghs Cutting Welfare
For Non Citizend! A4 33 member Intsr-agency Task Forcs
Preparing Woelfara Reform.

Cur Ureat guy in that Oval Office,
did mention in his campaign, " To aﬁb Welfare as we know 1t¥ Many facts
and Tigures wers presented, and as one seven-osyr and knoewing where I am
gelng, did mention in my letter to DEE DEE Myers, that I would serve our
Comdr. in Chief for ons dollar a year, and be his little man behingd the
scene, 8s cne Public ‘Advocate & Lialhson P.R. man...Ws Vetarans of Wwil,
only serve our Chisf..He is our Chief, and Preaidsnt of these United 3@&2&

_ Enclogsed you will find & reply (30 5.7 .
re fection allp from Dee Deo...( & veby large ons at that), and algc my
second letbeyr o our Mr, President, Bill Clinton. No reply, but my
articles weres sent, with the sound intent, with knowledgse, and Wisdom
which our Praesident needs that input|and feadback, to move his agenda
and programa forward...One carbon copy, which was sent to local Writers
here with the Dalily News...This lettser will be that start that you and
your task forces, can use readily..

Lastly you will [ind my recent article
on all that pure nonssnse and bullstuff, labsling ocur President with
SEXGATE. What a shams and what s waste..‘,.For you and yours ..Also
you will see where my various trip$ to Murmansk Russia durlng WWll,
and bringing it up todate, whers we &8s Amaricans whe fought im WW1l,

and with Crime on cur straets, and 912 thls Gun totlng, with young
marginal youths...who have yet to geﬂva, and want their cake and eat it
too, knowing like your Domsatic doings, rlight or wrong, the Covt. owss

them a living and all thoss free 42 Welfars programs, will taks care of
tham with thselir speclal rights, sven|in Frison or out on those strsetis,
they have procven they, themselves are the true ENEMY,..

.
”h'nking you for reading my lettsr,
and the very beat to all in that White Heuse, and I am ready to servs
on g mature level, and not be se&kgng fame or f{ortune, but getting this
country on the right tresck with 211 that Bill ¢linton is trying te achleve
with only his first year.., I have sorved our former Presidsnt Mr, Buah,
and look around my house, you wiil s&e, what four {ingsrs can do in

typing and getting beck those well VQF8$§ replys...

1A%$ Sincerely,
¥ie Mino gob Menn-wriisr

[ \ie
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.aily News

Mr. Al Boker, Steff Wrliter
New ¥Yorlk, New ¥ori

Dear Al, g

I have kept your recent asrticle,

OctoLor 19, 1993

"Welfare ID Bill Pusseply end with

all the coverage on had;ea*d, axd zrt%u? hrowne's edltoriel un 10/18/93,

Hosme Por Medicsld Juntice!

dolres and fuluwwe Valfave ?quP¢8 fop the needy and ths poop
suggest vou, your Fditor, Lou "C”,

ef Hew ok,

and tantative doinge on Clirtonls Uealth

in the State

and Annette Fuantes 4o

& plecs of rcamnﬁch and invesiticative ntudy to and this nonaserse oncs and

far azz,

58 m sevenw-ner, sand kncwing whero L an golng tell you thiao: YA

man

can wall with a wodden lag, ana he can ent witb falsa teeth, hut &e
cannct see throuph a ¢lass eye, withént Vision, there ls no purpose

tn being here on planet carth!

Fany years ago, thls huricle weiter wosto to ocur Gov, mario {uuao,
£8 one wha fought
(U.8. A.) and abroard, in ordsr to riteive our PAY, we had be 8hoW oulr
LD (Phobtorand.serlal No.), sign tﬁ&t*vnachar and were fingerprintsd,

regarding Well'are Cheating.

Al, the ksy,

with that pheto, Row you mep

e

In WWll, ang sepving here

ig the seria“ narbar ard beling 13&;::9rmnted; alonﬁ
ask, "Hub that 48 1llegéel and rob pleut

A8 the sbove ¢1 dolngs of vesaervaa? ;, shoeuld bs a mest today. How

Lthe cosdbe will Lo Q@Q&ﬁ&b?&&.

whie miﬂi puy for it ownd wnyt It is

s simple, %ﬁa ¢2&2} cost will be LﬁuUui&& Irem that helflare check, similie

fopr Heslth Zuasuren

? fer tiose of us
30 YU &an’% sy ﬁt

Gl Fedicare. You dontt zoe 1%,

I * .
. _ PN
agsir, you three above reutimqaa, £ind out how many rish hkids
re receliving lunco in cur clty acncolb and are astually payling for it,

ané how mony childeen are pettling

fres treakiast, and [ree lunch. Aszaln,

encther smell deduction I'rom that taxgayers delng 1n payine for the soor
and neeus.fQotn ng Le rree nor shouldl we, the Zo@e #ide taxpayer be
resinded of Jimay Celeket (CLILf ﬁ‘Cuati sioging bthst 3ong Lo Pinnosnlo,

"Ch ihe wWorld (wes Me 4 Living? -

Yayhe vy dolny Les sbove, W8 ¢

it save wiilions, dbut tnreas

reciplents will gelin & 1ittle pride and hopafully bscore proud, and

appreclate this hslp unkil they are a
programs, egquedilon end gu fuetih, amd
asslatance, During the depression, we
love of family, love of cor

< In Dotroit, a4 Supt.
if those Welfgre Farants cr

attending school, she makes sure,

ble to take advantaco ol all those
met off this se~called nublioe
wera poor but we had pride and

peesat olty, and proud to serve our counbtry.

Of schools, a greab leseder and fomale, bolieves
Parent, don't meks sura those kids are
thoke chegks are taien o

way.(eeLf RE)

Thanking you for readirg my letter, and will help, the Dally
%ewa help aolwe &1l touchy Llssues rsgarding Seolal z'afc}rzz.(ﬁqu - Ng{ﬁan

i

\‘QC€ Sin%arelg,

Y2 admome Mirman LIiDsh Mans wnitarp)
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Wudlng ﬁivar,ﬂNew chk
December 21, 1993 8:i20 ALM.
DUTSIDE LOOKING IN
* America Today: "Black and Lh*te Nonssnso Ceanes Teday™
By ﬁ@b Monn {pan)
‘Our Nation,theso rocent months habe boon bombarded by the News
Modla, and all who puit bthose words down as our so-called Journalistsg
Dividing our Nation as to Black and White confrontatlons, due to that
simple Gad Gilven, PIGMEN TATICH OF THE SKIN...Ons Whilte, one Black,
A fow days agoy haadline&p&ga ang headlines there concerning, one
awost 1ittle puy, who was }abalaf & ohlld Molestar, cehild thiz angd chll
that...His name is Mr. Mlchael Jackson ...4 classic performeyr, wno could

!
do 1t &1l on that stage, and entertain millions of peopls, and has helpe

unite childrean all over the Wcrid!,.ﬂe is labeled PCHILDCGATE . This

writer says loud and clear, " Leavs thly nlco Kid nlone.Thoso God Given
- ’m"’w

|
writerts , want thelr Newspaper a?d Tv¥. medla, to sell Copy, not

guality of the good things, this Lovaeble individual did all thess years,
’ < : m
Resulting in our So-Called Blask Deadsrs to ¢laim, Harrasdgement to only
% f( .
the Blacks who make 1t in this natlon...Hogwash, you leaders one mors tlh

Now comes another shocker,! "Shock Urama" media dolngs one more

time, labeling our Commander in Uhlef, our nice guy, for all the

people «f thisg Hation, and who sitf in that Oval Office in HWashington,
and 1s.called cur President...The ??ﬂ&id@ﬁt of thoss Unlted States ( are
we Peaiiy united with all ths abové . differance of that pigmautati&n 0
the skin..?)wfgctually ssoing a war of the Epidermis). How Ot
own Fresident is labaled%aiso, as : womanlzer, and his own SREXGATE while
ne was ths former Governor of érk&ésaa. Cur President is White |

Mlohael Jackson is Black { both are beautliful People) and we have really

sick poopls in this land of insouelance c¢ashling in {3435) on the ill Pai

' of othars. What kind of people are we...? {HA, Ha, Ha, 1% happensd to th

NST ME. . JME, .ME...) "We should S&Y & prayer for both, and tupn that ghoo
: TS HERE

T B ——— o bt
g ,s}»


http:nlone~'l1ho!.lo

-y

ey e Cancler

with

Victor Mino--
dadling Riven, H.Y,
! BEC-» l?g 3»?%3 S gt%’}‘-

;
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ta fire their guns jn their own defense

"Guns O Yestoryear And Guns
Of Today"
By Bob Mann

‘ers, torpedo boats and cold —u §Car-
-*ing cold that conld rip the lile from a
Boating reasn in u fow qguick minutes,

In the pro
vole in keeping the Soviel Unionin.

t sesms llke only vesterday

thig 1ittls Toalian Hid from

World War
*Aad on

{ Dol
{Park Slope) made States Me

BtgElyn N.Y.

few veleran merchant :
played their reward: sn inchrouind | forgotien.
eircte of bronze from the Soviet gov- T

those trips te Russlae..Two Big

article is not the ernment,

th
for those cf us were

onas...This

true stery, Stephons'

Spocil 18 The News a .

On awkward, overloaded ships, tlfoy
braved 4 gantlot of submarines, bomb-

1t was plfearful time,” says Hugh" - _
Stephens, 87, of Port vyashit;gtomv k.. .are coming, in stages. Saturdny's cere-

whila docked at Murmansk, where the
- Germans sometintes made dozens of
raids in a day. . :

It was a terrible feeling not to be
able to fire back gnd to be under their
supervision,” he said st Saturday's
ceremonies at the acadomy, in Kings
Foint, 1.1 i

' <kt 1583, on the 40th anniversary of
L ) ) Ahe "Great Patriotic War,” the Seviet
aturday,” at .the-United Union awarded medsls to partici-
hont Marine Academy, & pants. Canadions and Australisns goi
setmen “dis-. theirs” Americans were conveniently

cess, they plaved a vital

;  Catchingup - v
After a multi-year fight, the-medals

urmansk . mony. honored the Intest bateh of 158

ound trip to W

tasted from| T recipicnts, and 21l the merchant sea.
3 PE, % L3¢ e fipriyast f ught and 4 i
there....8ome of us are allve, oo AL - e who fought and.died in World

others have gdled, and others X

Murmamsk
wera small childran, old
their ships
adults, and Norwegians of all

TR ———
. About 880 cargo ships made' the

Jegs to the merciless icy nir and water.

. A separste celebratioh’ will take
place today. Five Murmansk velerans

run during World War 15 will speak about thelr voyages from 4

Minety-eight ships were sunk, Many of ., pm 1o 8 pom. at the Seamen's Chureh
the fow who survived the deaths of Institute at 241 Water 5%, Manhatian,

lost fingers, toes, arms snd ~ The session will honor wambers of

the Naval Armed Guard, who helped

- teot erch hi th
Sounds ofhell = . a?mﬁnﬁlgr“\l,ay. ant shipg while “
Ages....my prayers .are always * Veterans of the run remember the  Brooklyn-.native . Mike~Molinari

EHBMa . w doy o and

Fussis wasg our Ally, but

shrieking Arctic wind, the neverend-
1ng sound of depth charges exploding

parate and] often futile stiompts to -
keop the . ll-boats gt bay,
sereaming dives, borbs'snd bullels of,, Ing erew. “You'll be sorry! You know

Joined the unit so be conld fght in
World War 1L He. recalis how he
day out, in reaseless, des- -found out about Marmansk: ...

. Boarding- the liberly ship Andrew
angd ‘the | Carnegie; he was wid by the depart

7 the nlght of &1l Nazibombers.- . . " & 7 00 where you're going? Yeu're going to
were they? T 8 : ?;;?vmgatMumamkbmaghi}%;tie:,&{umansk, Rugsin.” - '
relief, P

nighta, being dockad In
Murmansk, this Little sailor

{me) was atanding on that

dock was ong Hussism Soldier,..Ws on our

foer the apgroach Gangplank { A ladder to

1 For Bernie Fiatow, 85, of Flors!
Park, Queens, the images of o people
stift crushed under the-stolid gray
hand of Stalinism will never fade. :
s He said the Russians were 5o strict ~3eaman’s Church Institute evant. - ;. .
that they did not evervallow the Allies.” - The event Is gpen to the public.”. .

Gangplank on DUTY, with a "'45 " cal. 'gun‘ on his right hip...Below and on

“Whare the hell is that™ Molinani

asked. ,, . .- o T -
“You'll find out,” they laughed. -
Molinari did, and be survived to tel

. .the tale ~ which he'll do today at the

e B ke e

that
Shig, the Lheys on guard duly below,
get on Beard this Liberty Ship).It

seems ona Radlo Operator dld drink his fres Water Glasses of Vodka{Uncles Joss

13
Govt., approved firewater)( each of, recel

vod thrae fres drinks-Vodka Style), This

sallor {Amrwerican}! was so Drunk and they wore trying to bring him home aboard

{nis fellow shipmates) but this Russian éaldiaz’ would not let him come aboard

0

{r
bocause he loast his pass..A pass to see a frozen plece of land, and people,

Russklos, who put butfer on thelr boots,

I N L 3 [ PR,
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ate sugar sguares, complimants of

»
S | R P I | e eme o ey 3 T R Y Y rx s o e ] o


http:S~ip).It
http:Norwegia.ns

BTN Sy Y | S S R o

s
*

w

‘~§igresgmyes}abut this Sﬁilgrnwag bolng hit- by tﬁisuﬁusaianfawgifle
over.and over againwmﬁéooesﬁﬁé,~thia~ItT?TTalﬂan1Kid,wkeptnsgying,wnygww
Comrade, NYET Comrade and he was walking down that gangplank, and slowly
this LY MM gun was taken out of its] holster, and poinbing at_this Russakle
and still saying, Nyst Comrade { ¥No Fri&a&-?riend of What) until this

American sailor wss inches away from this Russisns head, but that gun

{5y was pointing at his forhead, and soon it wes inches sway from his
faee, and thle sallor was goling ¢ ?o semesthing, that God alone ¢ould
do, to pull that - trigger and blowjancther Human Balng &way...(Typicaz

of our imner {itles, and %an, Man %aﬁ monbality}., With my eyes looking

&traight into his{ Ruskie B&by) hs 1Bt the Sailor coms aboard his awn

AMERICAN Ship..%e brought Supplies to help an Ally, bubt did we reglly
help? Did we MAKE Those Husslang too powerflul , btoo touchy, too Blg
for their Bpitches, and then make them partéers (this CoED Top Bannas.
&n the United Nations),.What & waste and shame... h

This writer, proved ons thing way back then, “You fight Pirs

with Pire} and we see American Kids|today, Mostly Black, mostly Marginal

mogtly influsnced by so-called Slack Leaders, the Likes of Jackson,
and Bro., Al"Baby"Sharpton, who are éaﬁng more harm to sxclle, ﬁnd bring
on this War ¢f the Epildermis dus tolthat plgmentation of skin, and the
guna thess klds are uslng covar and over agaln, killing one ancbher,

arki not knowing thelr children, andithalr ¢hildren and thaeir children

will not bs born....here in the‘Lan? of The froe..is & pure wasts of
Human 22{g for futurs Americans to be born here in America.

| The time has coms, as thisjwriter put words on papsr to our
Former President, and now to our Présent Presldent, Mr. BL11l Clinton,

to our Present Gov. Marioc BABY Cuome,SRINE;"Building Jails and the Death

Penalty is not the Answerl { All HMedia in N.¥. Rec'd a Copy)

Thers ia only ope Solution...to all this killing, and crim - on

pur Strests In this Nation...(Uriminals actually lose thelir RIGHTS. They

iy, W —

rarg no Longer Ciflzens, sand they @a; thelr own %ay.‘.ﬁeﬁa Fide Taxpayers

. |
no longsr havs Lo Pay. ., NAFTA d&aisiwiyh Forsign Trade..BAFTA Should
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be used to -make.a Deal with Mexico, we have not a BASE for soldiers,but

we rent some land, give sach prisoner a blanket and we have only one
! F¥

3!
PRISON, in the Down Msdlico Way, the word would spread quickly,"CO0L

R il

IT MAN, THEY WILL SHIP YOU OUT, TAKE YOUR RIGHTS AWAY, AND YOU MUST PaY

YOUR CWN WAY....MAN, MAN, MAN...EVEN TC EAT ONE BREAKFAST ¥OU MUST PAY
FCR.IT,..THE MONEY THEY WOULD HAVE PAID FOR US IN THE STATES, CAN NOW
BE USED POR FUTURE HEALTH PLAN, HOUSING, AND CREATING THOSE NEEDED JOBS,

AND YOU KNCW WHAT, MAN , MAN...WE CAN GET A CHANCE TO OWH OUR OWN HOME..

MAN, MAN... ,
That 1z one gun , that Thissailor ever tock out of & holster,
and rﬁe’ver held a gun L{n my hand agaln, and at that time with the war,
this sa.iicm could have killend ‘another human . | ...0eing..,
n 2%
,.._.T& \DQ. Q(\)(’ : k m

\m\i’\\q& '
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Wading River, New York
November 15, 1993 12% 15 &,
(Conn, Vigit with CGrandehild:

QUTSIDE LOOKING IN
* Take Those Blinkers Off And See The Whole Perlphery”
J By Bob Menn{pen)

The Buper Bowl (Footbsll) is nét even here, but Pro Basketbgll
and Pro Hockey are énshed into our safs and eyes by the various media, and
Basebsll is all over with the World Séries { and ve don't even really know
who won that Qnﬁ. Thern we colleglate éoothall and esch écﬁaol sctuelly think
they are NUMERO UNO. ; |

Over 30,000 people who are Puerto Rican had a chance to vote in
Hew York City, as to Btatehood or Commonwealth. They want more free-bees,
and still be & commonwealth. This writer would like to see the Etate of
Israel become our 5lst. State. After all they are our true friends, our
glly, end the only true Democratic .Kation, which in the middle eightles
signed & Military Paect with the U.8., 4., and never before in éur Nations
history, has such a pact been signedjbetween t- countures, One must
consider the fact, that the United States does give that State Of Israel
around 3.5 Billion dollars a vear. Wouldn't it be nice, that they come over
here, and then we blow up that srea, and from that moment, let the arabs
settle their own differences., ’

The next §tep, by taking those Blinkers off, thet we move the

United Nations out of Rew York, and|just like the Olympics, it is

moved to another country every four years, and by doing that, these

two-bit nations will get their plece]of that pie, and eliminate all this

Ethnic doings, in and around our falr city of New Yorks. If this is
to be gccomplished, we must train our children from the third grade on

to be in that Diplomat Corps, and truly kmow and understand each snd every

country in thst United Natlons, and not just seketed by the political party

4
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which 1s in that White House Ovel Office on Penn. Street, in Washington, D.C.
To do ali . the sbove, these chlldren must know that eountries‘céztureg
langusge, food habits, and sny customs or traditions they‘iive by angd
strive for...I t will he just basic pripcipies, in adjusting to these.
countrkes inveolved in Keeping Plenet Zarth in Orbit, for future generations
to be born, !

We have offered a certain section of Russia over 450 million dollars
to net sell those missles to other warfaring nations. They have refused,
and are holding cut to the best bsrgaining offer from other natlons.. 3

We heve over four thousand Irags from the Desert Storm conflict, and
each one of them heve received over seven thousand each.., aﬁd=notgona cent
| to air aAnericen Vietnem V¥eterans who wore that Uniform, and returned home to
be treated like second class citlzens, and were offered...ZILCH...Nll.....
These same Vietnam Veterans, should be our new Task Force in the meking, and .
- assist In the policing in cur Nationg effort to eliminate crime. They have |
at legst another twenty years of life, and we Vetsrans of World W%r 11, will
be long gone.. They will be in ancther Uniform, and only have a waikig galgia
and assist in our inner cities, ocur highwsys snd by ways, and by dging‘t&at
we can make that wromg @ pure Right. It has been said, "“From 8ll. the Bad,
there has to be thaf one good? We can turn this aauntry‘arqgnd and seek that
Patriotism we had in the past....

pur Qval office In ?ashington iz prointing ﬁhét filnger on a foraer
enemy, North Korea, and demanding they, the Koregmns de not do nacz?ar testzég‘

whet all americans should know, 1s thet we have over 20, thousand Americans

in Uniform, in South Korea. ?

we sctually know, that Japan, a former enemy, owns nearly 36% of
america ., but Englend, owns nesrly 67%, and this writer feels, that

country calls the“Shotéwhere in New York and elewherey in thls land called

Anerica,.
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Speaking of Bngland, President Clinton in his campalgn promices
had vowed he would allow one man, & member of the 1IR3, and known té be
e terroists, to come to the United States, and talk to another Elite
‘®Irish Mafia Leaders® 'butEngland will not let  Ireland go, and will

not allow this man to speak here this year., -

When we think of the past, and those american Indians who were here
first, and have land in the Black Hills of Dakota, and were offered again
by the United State rver 450 millien for that lnnd, but these same Indisns
tald us loud and clesr, “Keep Your Money, we want that land for ocurselves!
Meybe 1t seems like only yesterday, these same Indlans were foreed to ‘
speak English, forced to dress like americans, snd forbidden to speak
their native tongue. We have only te look for those Latinos, who actuslly
forced America. to sssume those forced Bi*lingusl programs in our American
schools throughput this lend.. In Celfornis, there are sbout 22 Bilingual
programs for all these marginal students.. x

In this present time here in the ;90‘9, right in New York City,
the& are irying to elimirate that so—calléd éig? Sehool Diplomsa, | .
Regents Exams, snd substituting figld work, projects asnd the like, and
producing even {rom the Fifiles, Medlocrity at its best. Millions of
dollars end Federal Funding for projects, programs, and any a%;ernative
to move these marginal students o come up to par, with other students
has beern nil. ¥h§? Parents have yet to reinfcéce the efforts of the schools
aéé the schools are gsked £o d4¢ too mach..?"?otal Living! while parents
bleme the schools, = for they as parents have failed their own children.
Put thé‘B&ame on kamé, and that buck still is passed back and forth.

Maybe, befere Joe P. Kennedy, became the dmbassador to England
he said it so best: “How can "X" number of pecple in americe: » f&ed the ‘
entire World..% It is all there, take those blinkers off and become 1nvo]¢

ved in our gations future, and forefsthers dream of, "Pursuit of Excellenec

;V§oﬁ§ “1:F3
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASMINGTON

October 1, 1993

Mr. Victor Mino
Box 69R
Wading River, NY 11792

‘.l

Dear Mr. Mino,

Thank you for expressing your concerns about the growing crime problem in our nation. The
first duty of any government is to try to keep it cliizens safe, and President Clinton is
dedicated to this crucial challenge. He and his staff believes that we cannot - and we must
not -- permit another generation of Americans to grow up i fear.

President Clinton has introduced a comprehensive crime bill that will be a major beginning o
a long-term strategy to protect our families agamst violent crime. Within thus bill, Pregident
Clinton will support more funding for local law enforcement so that we can hire more police
officers to patrel our neighborhoads and balster effective communitive based policing
techniques. President Clinton also supports the Brady Bill, which mandates a fiveeday

_ waiting period for handgun purchases in order to allow police to determine if the potential

purchaser is s criminal or is prolriited form buying a gun for any other reason. This
praposal will help keep fircarms off the streets and out of the hands of criminals, without
restricting the rights of legitimate gun owners,

Although President Clinton supports long seatences and tough punishments for serious drug
and violent offenders, he believes we must give first time, nonvioleat offendess a second
opportunity to became decent citizens. Pregident Clinton also believes in imposing
nentraditional punishments such as assignment to drug treatment or work programs, to
community service, and to boot camps that can provide discipline, training, and treatment for
many youthful nonviolent offenders to reform themselves. However, he also supports reform
for dealing capital punishment ¢rimes by limiting appeals and by providing proper ‘
representation. =

Be assured that President Clinton is committed o passing a crime bill that will give
Americans the freedom from fear that is essential to our aation's security and prosperity.
Once again, thank you for your inferest and support.

Siz_wem?y, :

Deg Dee Myers
Press Secretary
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AL Fa:»i Kisne &QL?MQ petar 26, 1992
— ) g, ﬁm Lee Yyars, rress Ssgretary,
i% e louee ‘
R“"‘ N, X\«mﬂ" ﬁ) asbington, B.c.
\"f\ PNy \Hgtg‘;é ' Drar Nss YNysrs,

g1
B T

. Thank yeu go much for snowerhng

‘g\;i\ {3:3,,\~“~} il ‘;;‘Q’ ?,Q{){*-l}{n{j my lettsr reeld on 14/13,

{?‘:w ‘i&—i\q Yes, 1 too want Nr, *111 Clinton
to suesesd, sod hcper and drears, that he teo,
vi11l g0 down gs ancther, "The Prezident As

Werid laadery (Sidrey Verren 1968),

e 3 cevebeonr, and knowing whers
I am zoing, vant you, and the antive 1hite Mouse “dministration, know this svother
Lafthander , will resd Hatusan thoss linss, work for osur President for one (81,00}
dollar a vear, end 4sln sliminats thoso tiradss with Hob Nole...{Ffocinds cns of tones
daye wher Ronald Roapen  wes alestsd, TIF 0 Nedl, =2idihis vew in the Bip lsagues ¥
At that timu, 7o0d old Dis, thiughl be was runedng ths ocuntry, Likz eny olild game,
zob Dole iz now playing it For Tetd X
With «11 ths wonderful material
yoir prssentad in pour Letter, ordms bill, and apeclel proprams for thess offenders,
and recent Meyer of D0, saeiing Natfonal Onard Yalp, (rlad W11l pot out of that one),
ths boot camp congnant s fire, but it should be for 2 gmeeln) groun, that could help
eut in 7.0, and 211 presas of this Tand of curs. 7t §s »y verslon of o New Tesk Forco
in the mazling,
@ﬂﬁ%‘(ﬁﬂ{ whay Tha T Qﬁx;nﬁwﬁ,}n thds wrilerts lifelime,
we had a fsiy shockeirana dolugs 1a ivesrica, Zhe Dombing of Pearl liewrbcur, the lesigination
of Presideal iflxon, ami the last ons {for tha Taask Foree above), The coming Sote of
Vistnam Yeturang, hey culds hone o 2iich, 416 teuated i3ke swoond class citizens,
With Nixen, in the oyes of ths
worlid, and thase third vorld nalicax Iust Taupked ot up, snd row Bl Clinton, has to

go over and sbove In selving the wrong our nation hed to face with that resigination, Q'c)
With the Viatnam Veterans, our Ansricen Youth had nothilng lafi to look up to. As one \
who served in Wall, T did look up to W1, Vaterans, We cem home, the youth looked up 7
to Use...¥istnan, says it xl), we then lost Vetsrans thers and Ameriocan Youth like ;\ ’
many vihere of thatl »ra, avd today ns well have turmed away from our Amerigan System, N\

I bave tried to gat thess Vietnam

Vsterans millions over the years, to shaps them up, got them bauk into the main strsan

for they have & pood nurber of yesars laft { 20 would be a geod guess), because we Vels

of Wwll, will be long gone, They ars and should be that new task force in the msking, *\?
wvaaring snother uniform, no guns, and Just a walkise tekle and askisst in the policing.
Articles enclosed to help Swlve, Domestic and forsign doings.
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“Ql?mgi sam Team And Futume
Colleglate Sports®

"War On Crime: Bullding Jails and

Daath Penal 'ty is Hot The Answer"

"Phe Evas:0F The Nation Looks
Towards The City 0L New York"
" A Naw Reverend In The Making"

YPower Bomb And Whare The U.8. 4.
Huat go¥

"Minoritiss: -Get Your Act Together
and Be Amsrican®

* Open Lotter To Josse Jackson®
"4 ¥ew Foous On Alds™

"4 Donkey Senss 1s Needed This }

Nativity Seaspn®

"The Right To Rights And
Thar .aome”
"Un-American Doings In L,4 w

S

ey P AT

GUTSIDE LOOKIHG IN
"Crime Pays For More Jobs And Healt
Plans®
By Boed Menn
“New York: ® T.at Us All Be Racist

And Bigois For one Day Only®
TExsrcise For What?V

"Yesterdays' Wews Today"

"How To Avold Ptoals (Viscaral) and.

Thosa Gravital Bliaha®

"Want Good Complsxion-Learn T
Breathe"

"Do You Heally Want To Play
Tenniag" '

" Wrapping with Civ Oniﬁ”
"Here a Deficlt, There A Dellicit™
PThe He and Sha Of it A11-So7s
are born at a Disadvarbags®

MWhat Makez You Happy?™®

"You, Your Job and Your Family®

Tdlthout Bumor There is No Luughter
and Ho Purpoge in Balng?

"Pake Those Blinkera OFf and Ses The
Whols Periphery"

11 My WQI"da"
"U, 8, Vaterans Yeserve More"

"Yietnam Yeterans~The Country Owss
You one’ ‘

®Baslc Phvslo Cures ALL"
e 7 The Curs For The Common Cold®
’ Vic Mino

s
At A
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Victor Mino
Wading River, HNew *ork
Qetober 25, 1992

QUISIDE LOCKIRG IN
By Bob Henn{pen}

TCampaign '92: "Thres Leftiss wWhoe have Rights Seek The Preaidency™

Never before in our ﬁatienfs hiztory, 4o we have three gualifiled
candidates who are . - Lefthandsd and have rights to seek that Cwval
office, in the Wnits Rouss, It is time, that theses three SQUTHPAW MEN,
gel the fesling of bsing Leltout..

‘ It was only & few ysars aéo, this writer, and lefthander wrote an
articls re: Olile North { ancther Lefty), concarning , HYPRRACTIVITY AND
TEE LABELING OF LEFTHANDERS, in which 8 noted authority, who actaaizy did
the hendwriting analésis ol the Adeolf Hitler papers, sctually trisd Lo
decipher the handwriting of Hr. O0llie North. This God 1like Tigure mentioned
that North was @ epormaniac, vlan, blah, and never once mentioned hs was
lafthanded. What a shame and what a waste.

There srs others oul thers, who have applied thelr own research

an Lefthandsrs, They mention, Leftliesa, ars more sulcldal, ars ovcor rsaders,
their braln Ls on a different hemlsphere, are oither great athletes or
just plain "Clutal aﬁd the rest of it.

We had so many grest men who were Laltiss, and one that comes to mind
s the late Alber: Binstein...and the list goes on. In reality, Lefties
are more creatlive, have dspth s8nd percepbion , are adble Lo read betwsen the
lines, are able Lo ses Lhlngs , that ;?her ayes do not see, have a feellng
and consideration of others, and with Vislon are able f¢ wub it all ,‘s?
together hers on glanet s rth, tﬁs

The trus Lefthander 13 the only disadvanﬁagea, and second clsss éggqv

citizen, in this Right only land of ours., In a {sw days, only ons LIFTY

will enter that White House.The Right may volte, bui a Left will 18 Ine.es.
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QUTSIDE LOOKING IN

X1HaSSE 3 It*a That TL ao Of The year® ‘ ;-
By uob enn {pea)

In anort time, tust Desuiiful iise oftue year hss come upon um..,.. ALl tuat
huatle, bussal, phopping hoxe, shoppiag thero and driviag sround in thome cors,
like their the only onss on the road....o6d to olhero, wne are old, tired, and
Jjust otruggling by, wgking enda meet, looking back to that paat, when thosze sanéerfu1 3
years of seeing their own children yrowing up, a.d tuoss precious mesories of raisisg
a famiy, and low and tenold, it is the ninoties, chldrea nre geown, Chilé:eqbf thair
owa, bui tucse memories are giill therse...%e tne saboppiog veging toe tears {low 5;,

t.6 beart swelle, asd darn it all, bere sgaiin is those UnyistmanBlues,.Just socing

all tiome ysu ng faailien, laughing oo tue outside, while poor little Grandpa, Cresdua
ar even Uncle ianie, gzt those blues ...uecause tinﬁa happy years and iLises are no
léager kere,..50 the heart is crying on L% iaside, a:d seeing all thoes idiata.ali
over the rsads of our nation, having no concern for ctuers, rush here asd rush thers - %
are. caaaiug HOTE ac;donta, and havo no segord lor olhars, for they must buy that
ona 1i%y le &mittg gifl for Auat Berthe or yousg Tomny....psd it doeu't sean one
iota, that teo wain resson we ceiebrate ihis Havity, is becsuse ocur Yexzl Loxd

Degy
Jesun Christ was bormn on bds X'Maon Bye....

The Storea ars ﬁobcammarciai, se oubt of live avon for = palr of snoe laces,
peogle pay that buge sum....833388, thinkisg toat . toat litlle gify will aske toat
one peraaa happy,,.&t is all a chame and & waste, that we let ourselves becnmo
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Margh g, 1994

The Honorable Donna Shalala

Secretary '

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, S.W.

Washington, DC 20201

Dear Secretary Shalala:

We share your goal of reforming the nation’s welfare system to help parents gain a
strong foothold in the job market. At the same time, however, we are deeply concerned that
the Administration’s welfare reform plan may jeopardize an egually important goal:
promoting the full and healthy development of children.  As the Administraiion’s welfare
reform plan takes shape, more atiention I8 needed to the welfare of children.

As you know, children whose parents are receiving AFDC, like other low income
children, are among those most af risk of developmental delays and diminished educational
achievement. There i3 widespread agreement that, in order for them to thrive and succeed in
school, they need the benefits of comprehensive, high quality early childhood programs. The
Admiinistration has recognized the value of a positive early childhood experience by
committing to fully fund Head Start. It can do no less for AFDC children who do not have
the opportunity to participate in Head Start but receive child care assistance through a
welfare-related child care program. It is our challenge to provide the best possible child care
for those who are still left bebind,

Welfare reform will place an increased demand for child care on a system that even
row cannot ensure adequate and affordable quality care. Over the next several years,
millions of poor children could be at even greater risk, and the nation could face a new set of
ingquities:

® Muaore ¢hildren conld be in unregulated care provided by untrained and
ansupervised caregivers;

® More working poor parents could lose their child care subsidies when states
shift Child Care and Development Block Grant funds to cover ¢hild care for
AFDU families; and

¢ More parents could have their employment jeopardized because of unrsliable
child care.

continued ...
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Adequate resources and an improved infrastructure must be in place in order to
ensure that these children have access to quality child care. Any welfare reform child care
initiative which supports children must include a number of key provisions:

Consistent standards must be in place to ensure the healthy and safe
development of children regardless of the funding source for their child care
assistance.

The state match requirement for AFDC child care must be lowered
substantially. If this is not done, many states will continue to pay only for the
poorest quality care and some may even shirk their responsibility to inform
parents of their guarantee of child care assistance.

The federal government must set minimum payment levels that are based on
the market rate of child care. Some states use the child care disregard for
child care for working parents receiving AFDC. It allows parents to disregard
their child care costs from their income for the purposes of determining
eligibility for AFDC. Since the disregard is capped at rates which are well
below the market cost for child care and requires parents to pay for child care
out-of-pocket, it does not allow parents to access quality care. The current
child care disregard should be eliminated and replaced by contracts and
vouchers for care or, at a minimum, the disregard should be required to reflect
market rates. In addition, states should offer other payment options to AFDC
parents who work. States should also be prohibited from imposing statewide
limits on reimbursement rates which allow states to pay considerably less for
child care than what it costs in a community. Finally, states should be allowed
to establish rates above the 75th percentile of the market to expand families’
child care choices.

States should be required to provide information to AFDC families about their
guarantee to child care assistance and appropriate counseling about the child
care options in their community.

In light of the pressures that increased demand for child care will place on an
already stressed child care system, new funds should be available to help states
improve the quality and build the supply of child care. Funds could be made
available by making efforts to improve quality and build supply as allowable
administrative costs for AFDC child care and the "At-Risk™ Child Care
Program and by establishing a set-aside for quality on the "At-Risk" Child
Care Program.

continued ...
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We are also concerned about the availability of child care for low-income working
families who are struggling to remain independent of AFDC. In order to make work pay, it
is essential that a welfare reform initiative provide child care assistance to these families as
well as retain the guarantee of transitional child care assistance for families receiving or just
moving off AFDC. If new child care assistance is to be offered to low-income working
families through the "At-Risk" program, the state share must be minimal. Particularly given
a growing need to provide child care to AFDC families, states will be hard pressed to match
child care dollars targeted to the working poor.

As more parents participate in work programs and their children require child care,
major new federal resources and leadership are essential. Without positive federal
leadership, the children who are most in need of quality early childhood experiences will
continue to receive the most minimal child care.

An Administration committed to the goal of ensuring that every child enters school
ready to learn cannot be committed to a welfare program that ignores the issues that affect
qguality and places our poorest children in potentially harmful and unstimulating child care
situations during their most important developmental years.

Sincerely yours,

American Academy of Pediatrics

American Association of Psychiatric Services for Children
American Association of University Professors

American Federation of Labor-Congress of Industrial Organizations
American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees
American Orthopsychiatric Association

American Planning Association

American Public Health Association

Bread for the World

California Child Care Resource and Referral Network

Camp Fire Boys and Girls

Carnegie Corporation of New York

The Center for Career Development in Early Care and Education/Wheelock College
Center for Women Policy Studies

Center on Effective Services for Children

Child Advocacy Project of the Presbyterian Church (USA)

continued ...
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Child Care Action Campaign

Child Care, Inc,

Child Care Law Center

Child Welfare League of America

Children’s Defense Fund

The Children’s Foundation

Committee for Children

Community Nutrition Institute

Early Childhood Policy Rescarch

Ecumenical Child Care Network

Family Focus

Family Service Amerca

Far West Laboratory of Educational Research and Development
General Board of Church and Society of the United Methodist Church
High/Scope Educational Research Foundation

International Ladies” Garment Workers’ Union .
International Union of Bricklayers and Allied Craftsmen
Interpational Union, United Automobile Workers

Lutheran Office for Governmental Affairs, ELCA

MADRE, INC.

NA'AMAT USA

The Natiomal Association for Regulatory Adminisiration
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
National Association for the Education of Young Children
National Association of Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies
Natipnal Association of Commissions for Women

National Association of State Boards of Education

National Black Child Development Institute

National Caucus and Center on Black Aged, Inc.

National Center for Children in Poverty

National Center for the Early Childhood Work Force
National Commiitee 1o Prevent Child Abuse

National Community Action Foundation

National Conference of Black Mayors

National Council of Churches

National Council of Jewish Women

Mational Council on Family Relations

National Pederation of Business and Professional Women

March @, 1994
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National Network of Runaway and Youth Services

Parent Action

Quality 2000

School Age Child Care Project at the Center for Research on Women, Weliesley College
Service Employees International Union

Sigma Gamma Rho Serority

United Cerebral Palsy Associations

United Charch of Christ-Coordinating Center for Women In Church and Society
USA Child Care

Virginia Association for Early Childhood Education

The Woman’s Convention Auxiliary, National Baptist Convention, U.8.A., Inc.
Women's Legal Defense Fund

YWCA of the US.A.

Zero to Three/National Center for Clinical Infant Programs

o Mary Jo Bane, Assistant Secretary for Children, Youth and Families, HHS
David Ellwood Assi&tant Secretary for Plaming and Bvaiuaiicrz HHS

The ‘Whlte House
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THE PRESIDENT OF UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON DC 20510

Prom: Kevin Lai
8 Park Plaza City Placa Box 246,
Boston Ma 02116, :

Dear Mr, PRESIDENT -
In the Dec. 30,1992, We gave the Family Child Care Center Plan, Now we

would like to submit our perfect an idea for our plan to you,

Qur an idea : The people will see the ¢reation of jobs, Increased tax revenue
for goverment, the Welfare Recipiens who, have to volunteer get out the Welfare

systems, The Unemployment rate will lowest,

We are buslness people who, have an Hdea that we trust will help our Country,

;‘!\I'herefore, upon your review, we will ask yo 506 us,
i ' .

Very truly yours

R

Kevin Lal



Lt

FLORIDA ATLANTIC LUNIVERSITY

P.O. 8K BOHY
BOCA RATON, FLORIDA AA481-0901¢

DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE
{457 36735
FAX: {407) 387-2744

Jamsary 28, 1993

Deay Kevin and David:

Thanks for your lstter of January 7 and the copy of youx
propasal, It iz particularly timely becazuse Bill Clinton was ons
of the leaders amony the governcrs in Congressional passage of
the Family Suppert Aot of 1988 whigh now requires gtate govern-—
ments to offer child care to welfare mcipients who enrell
in job traindng programs. Clinton is comuitied to expanding the’
program as President, and that will mean sven greater oppor-
tunities for quality child care for the children of welfaxe -
recipients in job training.

Your proposal raises at least two problems, however, which
you cught to bear in mund.

1. I think it is a bad idea to make these child care programs
exclusively for children on welfare. We wers the first state in
the country through the BT program 0 require child care ag a
part of our welfare~to-work effort, and it is veary important that
these kids have a chance o get their preschool education with
a variaty of yourgsters, some of whom are neither poor nor on
welfare, That is not difficuli to o if one issues vouchers o
the welfare families and helps them t0 £ind placements in exishting
or expanded day care centers which accept all children,

2. Unpiversal child care, or at least universal child care
for the children of welfare recipients in Jjob training programs,
won't be cheap. Right now, Clinton is facing horrendous deficit
problems, and how he balances the negd to cur the deficit with
important priovities like welfave peform and ¢hild care will be
one of his bhiggest challengss.

I hope these corments are

Beca Aalon » Ford Laudardala » Gavie » Palm 8each Qardons
A Mombet of the Stats University System of Finizda

An Aflirmative Action/Egual Opportursty Inshitution



Kevin Lai
Dawvid Sax
10 Kneeland Street
Boston, MA 02111
1 B0
L vy ie Qf" -

January 7, 1993

Farmer Goversior Michasl §. Dukakis
Perry Sireet
Brookiing, MA 02146

Dear Former Governor Dukakis,

In the 1992 Presidendial campaign, onc of e most important issues that all candidates 1alked about was
strong "family values." In addiden, Mrs. Clintos has indicated a strong desire 1o have the While House
be a "voice" for the American children. We have taken these ideas and we have gone on ta the next step,
which is to develop a plan that will help to promote strong family values for underprivileged children.
Specifically, we have developed a plan that with: create jobs for Wellate recipients, tax revenue for the
government, and most importaat, "family values” child care centers for prescheol aged children,

In 1988, we gave the idea to your presidential campaign.  Af that time, you appeared to be interested in
the concept and subsequently asked us 10 develop a plan. Now, with the new administration about to take
over the White House, and the American people calling for change, we have documented our plan and we
have sent it to President-elect Clinton in Washington.

In a brief overview, we hope (o constitute a lasw where child care centers will be opened. These child care
cenfers will be geared speciically to the children of Welfare recipients. As part of the pian, we hope fo
pt preschool aged children inte these conters, and employ their pavents as well, In effect, we gxpect to
create two millien new jobs. Most of these jobs will be created for Wellure recipients who, except for
current chitld care responsibilities, are ahle o work.

However, our plan doesa't end there, By implomenting our proposal, we hope {0 stinmiate growth in other
indusiries as well.  Aise. our expeciation. is that our plan will be received in a popular way by the
American people, bocsuse they will soo thal the government is taking action 1o help the underprivileged
peapie in a positive way. The American people will see the oreation of jobs, increased tax revenue for the
govemnmient, and the beginmings 10 good education and good educationa! values for young children,

We have enclosed & copy of our plae and sincerely bope that you be able to roview #t, and possibly help us
with our presentation 1o Promdent-wdest Chinlon, 'We are business people, whe have an idea that we tust
will help our country. fn advance, we would Hike to thank you for your time and consideration.

Yery troly yours,

Kevin Lai David Bax
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December 16, 1993

Mr. Bruce Recd, Deputy Director of
Domgstic Policy

1600 Pennsylvanis Avenoe NW,

Washington, 3.C. 20540

Dear Mr, Reed:

Tt was such a relief (o read that something is in the works concerning "deadbesd dads”, I
have writien (o Governor Richaeds, Mayor Lanicr, President Clinton and the Attormey
Gengrals office concerning this ever growing problem. [ reccived a very comtorting letier
{rom cach of them sharing my sentiments on the child support issue.  Each leader seems 1o be
waiting for the Government (o enact more strength to the enforcement process, Well, thank
God!

I am not your usual “welfare basher”, T do believe in welfare for the needy. Needy being
defined as a specific amount of help, for a specific amount of time. not g Bfetime. However,
meost people that are in this owcle are not trying o get out. T do not want W confuse the

pooy parcnts that are rying, or the many who are looking for jobs, there arc some, but very
fow.

The Attorney General needs more case workers to find these "deadbeat paremis”™ and garnish
wages, attack retirement bonefils, personal property, ¢i¢. 1o see that these ¢hildren are cared
for, Enclosed is a copy of a letier T wrote 1o all the major Teaders Hsted in the first
paragraph.  Your suggestion of "Mandatory Work Programs” is a fantastic idea, If you need
an average citizen 10 supply information, or any type of assistance to help in any way 1o get
this process enacted please, please let me know. 1 also believe that there are thousands of
sthor women that would be more than happy (o assist you and your task force, 1 ean only
speak from one aspect of the problem for their has never been a paternity issuc with my casc.
I was legatly married to my ¢x-husband and WE had threg children. Now the authoritics
cannot find him o make him pay his court appoinied child support.  We nced help, 1 am not
on welfare, T have applied for food stamps but none of this would be necessary #f he would
just pay his support. I hope if | am approved for the stamps, that the suthorities will
make him reimburse the state. THE STATE I8 NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR FEEDING
HIS CHILDREN!

Thanks for the soungd off!

fize # Ao

Rose M. Nichols



October 28, 1993

Mavor Bob Lanicr
City of Houston

901 Baghy

Houston, Texas 77002

Dear Mayor Lanier:

I am writing 10 whomever will listen. T am a single working mother of three, among
miflions of other women that are waiting for some assistance (vom the Child Support Enforcement
Agency. T have written 1o Governor Ann Richaeds, President Bill Clinton, and numerous other
agencies within the system. Unfonunately, I cannot afford (o hire an attomey and the Gulf Coast
Legal Foundation does not aceept child supporl enforcement cases,

THIS IS MY STORY.

Each day you hear takes from women talking aboul "dead beat dads”™. What a title, it
almost sounds cuite, cute if you don't need food for your children, cute if you don't need cloibing
for your ¢hildren, cute if you are praying just to keep a rool aver their heads. You see | am not
shopping at Macy's or Foley's and just complaining because I ean't go there as often as [ would
like, I am overjoyed if my children just have food. forget the four basic fooad groups,

Many nights [ lie in bed and pray that God will provide me with cnough time 10 pay &
portion of my utilitics just 1o keep them on. T kaow there are agencies such as AFDC, Income
Assistanie, and Food Stamps, but as I mentioned before T am o working mother, These agencics
are pot for the working class, the wden is to stay home and collect whatever s free thon you are
able o be classified as 8 welfare mom. Which scems 10 be the only way you can gel any
assistance. There is something wrong, wrribly wrong with this pictlure.

Don't get the wrong impression 1 am not one of those people that blame others for my
troubles, all § am asking for is that the "powers that be" enforce the laws that are already
in place, | have always heen o working individual sometimes two jobs, 1 have never heen on
AFDC, Food Stamps, nor have | ever received any unemplovment benefits. 1 know you are
prohably saying well there are procedures to be followed, well T have gone 1o the Attomey
Generals Office filed all the necessary papers and now  am histed as "in the system ™. Howover
in the meantime, my house paymont IS two months in arrears, my cor payment is due, my light
bill is near cut off, again, 1 am being sued by the Homeowners Assoctation, getting constant
fetters from an ageney representing Southwestern Bell Telephone Company and all this while my
¢ase is "in the system™.

Just Tor the record, 1 am not one of those women that just happen io live with a man and
just happen to have three children. I was marricd for sixicen years. My ex-husband was a
switchman for Southern Pacific Railroad. We lived a middic class lifestyle, howover like many,
many familics we arp victims o the drug of ¢cholce.  After constant attempis (o save another
human being from destruction there came 2 time when cnough was enough and I decided 10
salvage what we had left and stitempt to give my kids their Hves back, somewhat



For the past vear or 50 my ex-husband has disappeared in HOUSTON, neighbors inform
his family that they see him from time w0 ome, however the authortties cannot locate him, which
s very odd siee we are 1n the age of very sophisticaed computers, and database tiles with
sverything in them you could tmagine. It shoulkd not be impossible to locate " dead beat dads ™.

Alright T have complained enough, now [ would like to make a suggestion tor a solution,
For the "dads” that have held a job long enough 10 be vested in a corporation why not deduct
delinguent support payments from thelr retirement benefits. T am not talking about dads or moms
that are two weeks, two months or even six months delinguent, I am referring to the dads that
are years in arrears. I know this suggestion will get complaints from various organizations,
however, T would like to know. why s it okay for other taxpayers to take care of my ex-
hushands children. He should be responsible {or them, therefore money should come from him,
he is not i}, he is a healthy, able-bodied, ever 200 Ib. male. notice | did not say man!

To give vou some idea about how the system fails most women and children, my ex-
hushand decided 1o take voluntary severance {rom his job at Southern Pacific Railroad receiving
around $42.000.00. His wages were already being gamished through Hamis County Child
Support Office. however, they did not take any money out for child support nor did he voluntanly
pay any - WHY -?77 Ta some it might sesm that I am asking for something impossible, because
the agencies swted that they have over 18,800 cuses on ile with only a few (6) agents (o handle
the caseload, again, WHY? We spend more time on animal nghis issues than we do with
Arerica's children "in the system ™,

Another suggestion, if for some m&»f}rz tapping mw retirement boneilis is considered
U‘JCO‘NIC;TITIJTTOF& AL, why not setze apsthing of value {usually carsy and auction it oft the
way they do drug dealers property and s\,nd it o the er%} General's Child Support Fund,
These suggestions only apply w dads that have worked, or that have something of value, the rest
are truly bums, and their children should be on AFDC hecause they have nothing to contribute
o their support. This small process of elimination would help the WELFARE SYSTEM
considerably. It would allow the goverament o finally tap e the street drug dealer, you know
the one's that are in the 19-30 year old bracket, thay drive customized BMW's and Mercades
Bonz, they all have children, they all have children “in the system™ "the welfare system ™.

I know this letier will never get 1o President Clinton, nor Governor Richacds or aay of the
other powers that e, and if it does it will be viewed as just one among millions. But | hawe
writicn thiz letter as therapy for me and as a vaice for all other wornen across America that for
somge reason are invisible if you are a single, working, law abiding, ax paying, citizen trying 1o
work for the AMERICAN DREAM,

Sincercly,

UL e 7 oAt

Mz, Rose M. Nichols
3413 Creck Grove Drive
Housion, Texas 77066
{713y 834-3767
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YOUTH ADVOCATE PROGRAMS, INC.

P.O. Box 956 » 1500 North Second Street

Second Floor

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17108
{717} 232-7380

December 7, 1993

Mr, Bruce Reed

Senior Advisor

Domestic Affairs

White House

1800 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W.
Wagshington, D, C. 20006

Dear Mr. Reed:

I read a recent item from the Wall Street Joural (enclosed) and wanted to express my
hope that the tax-exempt, not-for-profit sector of the job market not be excluded from the
employment plans for welfare recipients.

I have included an article by a Humer College rescarcher which indicates the willingness
and in many cases the effeciiveness of the not-for-profit sector (o recruit, employ and develop low
income and welfare recipients.

My own company which operates in eight states uses as a staff recruitment axiom that the
deliverer of services {advocates) should have the same zip code ag the recipient of services. |
have mcluded a general description of the programs we operate,

I suspect that if community based human service employers were eligible for subsidies that
a large number of welfare recipients could be employed and developed to provide significant and
meaningfut service in their communities. :

The "Social Networks" described by Kasinitz as essential to employment intertwine with
the public and private human service sector, to exclude this resource would be a large waste.

Sincerely,

Thomas L. Jeffers
Progident

4
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Jhe Wellars Niche

in Darwin's terms an adaptive niche is & space carvad out of the biosphere by a
reproducing organism. Lite in the crudest form, L.e. bacteria, reproduce and respire
through the oxidation of iron. Life in the higher form requires caviar, diamonds and
champagne. Welfare recipients fall towards the middle of this spectrum.

The starving Somali kills for a bow! of gruel.. Michigan welfare clients receive an
avarage of $800 for a woman and child. {Husband only gets about $40 more in foed
stamps.] If you add $200 for taxes from wages, this divides out to $6.00 per hour at 170
hours per month, This is $1.85 more per hour than MacDonalds pays. Yet wellare
qualifies chents for Medicaid, free lagal aid, WIC, Heat Aid and Free Chesase,

Waelfare clionts also have jobs under the table; pay no taxes and gat an unearned
tax credit retund in cash or a Homestaad cash refund on rent paid by the Stats. Typical
jobs: Baby-sitting, Child-care, Housecleaning, Lawn Mowing, Carpentry-Painter, Auto
Repair-Body Work, Scavenging Metal-Bricks, Masseuse, Escort, Topless Dancer, Theft,
Drug Dealing, Telephone-Mail Cons or Case Worker.

If you qualify for WIC and lineup for the free cheese, butter, rice, powdered milk,
eggs, etc. and your child gets two msals a day in the Head Start program and show up
at local churches and soup kitchens, you can trade your food stamps tor encugh dope to
hecome a smail level dealer. If you stop your vendor payments all at ongce you get $600
to shoot up your arm - then you can gel free legal aid 1o keep your landlord from evicting
you.

Litilities are no problem. Don't ever pay your water bill, that will be added 10 the
property taxes with interast and penalties for your landlord. if your case worker can't get
the water Jurned back on, do it yoursel, There is no penally because water use is g lien
against the property deed. f your gas or gleciricity is off, the Salvation Army will pay up
to $500 of your bills and you don’t even have to sing any hymns, Put phone in kid's
name. Calt tots of 900 numbers. isn't this more fun than work?

Bored? Go back to school. Local school districts will pay $6,000 for
Cosmeloiogy school. (Make tips and charge friends for haircuts and perms at home.)
State will also provide Day Care. Who knows, with makeup and new do, you might
meet & guy with money! Job Club is a real good place o make profitable dope

connechions. Also they have phones to maks ¢alls for “jobs”,

Need more dough? Have more kids. Hang around bars, plenty of men will be
glad to buy drinks and impregnate you. State will foot alt hospital and doclor bills.
Hogpital stays are great vacations jor stubbed toes and other faigned or imagined ills.
Free food, drugs, maid service, tea and sympathy at $1,000 per day; and why shouid
you carg?

Will the State buy you a house? Sure, if you can find someone to give you a no
money down land contract on a condemnad rental property, The State will vendor your
contract payment, properly taxes and insurance. By the time child is eighteen the house
will be paid for (it it is still standing). The State will also pay for insulation, windows,
doors, siding, roofing, paint and appliances. In summary, why work?

Darwinism states that evolutionary success depends upon the number of fertile
olispring that ars raised to reproguctive matunity. Obviously wellare clients have
gxpioited their niche to the maximum. They have compressed a gengration to fifteen
years and so are producing three generations for every two generations for working
couples. In the 21st century welfare will become the dominant adaplive strategy in the
United States. '

Dave Lehman
Mr. Lehman can be contactad at ph. 8177 724-5213
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"COMMITTED TO EXCELLERCE”
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- COMPREHENSIVE TECHNOLOGY CENTER | I\L NLL@'\?

EXEGUTIVE OFFICES
June 29, 1994

Mr. Bruce Reed

Senior Poliey Advisor ,
216 OEQH -

The White House

Washington, DC 20500

?&: welfare Reform via Job Cregation
Dear Mr. Reed:

The purpocse of this lstter is to provide information which we
believe -is vitsl to the Clinton administration's success in
accomplishing your ebiectives in welfare reform. :

By combining public dollars available for econonic development
(more specifically micro-enterprise development) with public and
private human service dollars, we have developed a program model
which provides technical assistance and financial support to new
buginess start-ups 1o cresate new &mpiay&rs and new jobs.

I am transmitting £low charts and diagrams to illustrate this
model. We would welcome the opportunity to explain in detail. Also
attached is a letter verifying the successful implementation of the
first small business incubator in a sheltered workshop from the
.8, Department of EBducation. I was personally responsible for
this project in Binghamton, New York, which was funded by the
Appai&cbxan R&gzonal Commission.’ ’

The key to welﬁare xeform is new Job c<reation, with full
utilization of income transfer dollars in lecal communities. I
will be in Washington, D.C., July 21 through 23, should you have an
interest. Plesase contact me at (318) 255-2285, ext. 220 at your
convenience, .

We wish you and the Clinton Adminigtration the very best,

Sincerely,
e AL

Pamels R. Wilson
Public Relations/Development ‘
Specialist »

¥

180 . 182 Norih Stresl « Auburn, RLY. 13021 - Phone! {315) 255.2285 - Fax: {315} 266-3270
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A Public Policy ond Advocacy Instiute

July:d, 1994 ¢ .

Bruce N. Reed ‘

Deputy Assistan{ to the President for Domestic Policy
1600 Pennsylvania Ave.

Waghington, DC 20500

RE: WELFARE REFORM PROPOSALS
Dear Mr, Reed:

Latino Issues Forum, a public policy and advocacy institute, wishes o
express its concern over the proposed reductions in welfare eligibibity for legal
immigrants, refugees and other non-citizens. Cotting benefits and Hmiting welfare
recipients will not eliminate the needs of these groups. Financing federal welfare
reform by shifting costs to state and locs! governments will have detrimental effects
on states heavily impacted by immigration, such as California.

Propesals to finance welfare by cutting benefits to legal immigrants, if
adopted, will undermine this nation's commitment to fanaly reunification. Itwill
also unjustifiably create discriminatory distinctions between lawful residents and
native bor citizens.

Moreover, the United States will not succeed in iroproving the health of is
residents if both health and welfare proposals seek to exclude large sections of the
population. Both reforms must work o protect the well-being of all residents by
improving the quality and efficiency of federal policigs,

The Latino community has a great deal at stake in both health care and
welfare reform. Protecting the health of the Latinos is vital to our own and the
nation’s success. If you have any questions ot need clarification, please feel free to
contact me directly @t 425 352-3152, The Latine community 1s counting on your
support,

wiicﬁnoﬁndﬁguez Ir,
Director of Policy and Research
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHIMNGTOHR

June 22, 1994

Ms. Eleanor Coulson
251 Laure]l Grove Avenue
Kentficld, California 94904

Dcar Ms. Coulson:

Thank you for your letter concerning welfare reform. 1 appreciate your
taking the time to share your idea with me.

I am cnclosing a copy of the summary of the Work and Responsibility
Act of 1994. T hope this will addrcss some of your concerns about
welfare reform.

[ am also sharing your letier with staff of the Working Group on Welfare
Reform, Family Support, and Independence at the Department of Health
and Human Services.

Again, thanks for taking the time to write me.

Deputy Assmtam to the President
for Domestic Policy
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Harder Lme' Urged

On Deadbeat Dads

Panel wants paternity, work requirements

Zxa Angreive Timea

Washington

Opening & major new front in
sttempts to diseourage out-of-.
wedlock births and increase col
lection of child support, the ad-
ministration’s welfare reform
tnsk force will urge that states
be requtired to identify the fa-
ithery of virtueily zil children
horn vulside of marriage,

The group, on the vorge of come
pleting recommendstions to pres-
ent to Clinton, hes declded tomake
siringent new federal standards
on establishing paternity 4 centey-
piece of the tagk foree's proposals
for carry out Clinton'’s ¢campaign
promise 1o crack down on “dead
beat dads” who fall 1o pay ¢hild
support,

Rt sise symbolizes the task
foree's call {or a fundamental shift
in weitare laws to require thai fa-
thers of children on public rellef
face the same obligations as moth-
ers. As part of that shift, the tagk
forge callz for “slgniticant experk
mentation”  with  “mandsatory
work programs” for men who de
not pay child support - & vetone
mendation that mirrors Hs propos-
al that mothers he reguired to
work after two vears on the rolls,

Like many outside welfare ex-
perts, the task force maintains that
increasing child support collection
is crucial o reducing the number
ol chitdren in poverty. While ab
sent parents have the potentisi
pay mrore than 847 billion annually
in child support, oniy 313 biiblen Is
now being paid, aceording 10 an
anatysis cited in the report. Only
about a quarter of women eligible
for child support recatve the full
amount they sre owed, Jengns 1ig-
ures show.

“H we cannot solve the prob
e of ohild support, we canant
possibly adequately provide for
gur children” the report says.

Fallure to establish paternity
has ligng been constdered th
Achilles heel of governmeni ef
forts to celiect more child support

froan absent fathers — particular

iv those of chilidren on wellare In
1680, the Iatest yeur for which Hg-
ures are gveilabie, paiernily was
established for just 54 percent of
the nearly 1.2 million chiidren
born out of wedlock.

Despite intensified state and
federal tocus on the problem, that
represents caly o modest increase
from 1878, when paternily was es
iabiished for 20 percent of the chils
dren born out of wedioek.

Under current low, stales are
required to establish paternity on
ly for children of mothers who ap-
piy for welfare or reguest state az-
sistance in collecting overdue
chitd support. Typically, those ap-
plicationy are not made for months
or even years after the ¢hild &
born — & deolay that grestly com-
plicates the task of estabiishing pa-
fernity,

Under the task force's propﬂs-1
8l, states would be required in-:
stead to asterapt io establish pater-:
nity for gl children horn cut of,
wedioek, preferably hmmedistely:
after birth while the mothers are.
still in the bospital. :

Sorme steps in that direction &b
ready have been taken. In the bud.
getlaw passed last summer, the ad-
ministration pushed through a
provision requirlng states io estab-
lish voluntary progeams in hospl-
taiz in which unmarried mothers
would he gsked to game the Ia
thers of thelr children and the fa-
thers would be asked to acknowi-
edge thelr paterniy.

As part of the plan, the task
force proposes setting “perfor-
mance standards” that would re.
guire states (o establish paternity
in an incressing percentage of cas
25 cach year and provide both Hi-
pancial incentives and penslties ie)
3pur compliance.

Paternity egigblishment’
“needs to e a nonnegotiable ex-
pectation,” says Bruce Reed, depu-
ty director of domestic policy in
the White House and co-chairman
the task force, /

Panel Issues lts Final Report
On Poor State Of U.S. Baby Care

Eon Angeler Times

Washington

‘The National Commission to
Prevent Infani Mortality, which
has run out of financing, Issued 2
{ingl report yesierday calling on
the nation te remedy an infant
death rate that giveg the United”
States one of the the worst re
corils of gny developed country, -

Florida Governor Lawton Cbils
25, the commission’s chalrman,
recommended that more work be
done i prenatel care for inner<l
iy families,

‘The eommission said the mor

vear of life waz 7.3 oud of LOMG In
1991, the iast year reported, and
the rate for blacks was 178 out of
L300, With 40 oversll infant death
rate of 8.5 out of 1004, the United
States ranks 218t among developed
countries, worse than Japan, Hong
Kong and most of Eurape, and -
about equal ta Cuha.

The commission, whose Hnane
ing whi expire Decomber 31, work.
&4 with private groups to provide
counseling 10 poor young preg-
nant women, 1odirect themto pre
natai clinics and to show them how
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Commuter Massacre, Our Warning

" By Wit 1. BENNEES
The long Isiand. Railroad riin mas-
saere has tamporarily shaken Americans,
That i took a shower.of bullels In a subur-
ban railway car to gutrage s, thongh. s 2
meastre &f our complacenty sboul erima
and viclenre in gur sotlety, Fortco long we

hnve aliowed the deeper prablems that upe -

derile violence 'and other social s 10 puss
withaut comment,

Americs is not i danger of bacoming a

Third Warkd country; we are 100 rich, too
preud and foo strong o ailow that to hap-
pan. dMany people Hye weli, dacently, even
honorably. There are plasss where virtue
s taught and fearned, But there is & It
Tess of this than tiere cught to be,
" -Murderars like Colin Ferguson gre be-
coming more commoen. Eatter this yearl
releazed, through the ausplices of the Her-
itage Foundation, the Index of Leading
Cultural indieators. [t showed thai since
1850, 2here hag hoon a 560 incrense [n v
glen! ertme. There has &iso beeh mare
than 3 400% incroese in iegltimate births,
a quadropling i dlverces, a tripling of the
nercentage »f children living in slogie-par-
ent homes, more than & 200% increase in
the teenage suleide rate, gnd a drop of 75
poinis 10 the average SAT scores of nigh
schogl students. Today 30% of 2} birthg
and 68% of black blrihs are lilsgitimate,

The V.8 ranks.near the iap in the in-
dustristized world In 38 rates of abortion,
divorce and unwed births, We lead the in-
dusirialized worid in murder, rape and ¥
glont crime. And in elementary and see
ohdasy educatian, we arz sf of near the
hotton: In achievemaent suores,

Clvitization Gone Retien

But thezre are sther signs of desay, ones
that do ot o aaslly lend themselves to
quantitative analyses. There Is & coprse
fess, @ callousness, a tynigism, a hanality
s & vaigariiy to cur Hima, There ars 60
many slems of & aivillzation gone rotien.
And the worst of {f has 10 do with gur chil-
dren: We tive ln 4 ¢iifore that at times
seems aimost dedicated o the corruptien
of the young, 1o enguring the losy of their
innocencs helore thair time,

Alarge part of the proldes is that such
erizalvais 28 Colin Ferguson no longer facs
the sure punishment they once dld. Last
month g violent eriminal was awarded $4.3
milHon in New York. Why? He had
mugged angd almost killed a2 TZ-venr-old
man, then fled the scene. A pollce offlger
shiol thecrlminal in the back, the couris

¥

1 deemad that wrong and made the man mil

{ions, Publie regation? Virtual sliedce.
Other court c43es have proved similarly
disheartening, During last year's LUs An-
geies riots, Damian Willams and Henry
watson weare fimed pulling an insocent
sman out of a trusk, crushing his skul with
# briek and doing a victory dance gver WS
fulien hody, Thelr lawyers then built o que-
cosgful legal defense on the ‘proposition
that people cannet e held accouniable for

“getting cough? ap i mob viclenss, Whea
. the trial was over and fhese men were

found net guiity on most counts, the sound
vay hesrd throughout the tand was relief,
Wy are “defining deviancy down," In Sen,

‘Danlel Patrick Maynihan’s phrese. And in

the process we sye lnsing a enes-retiable
senge of cvie and moral outrage,

Payp culture plays a role here. Through
it we have seen the territde debasement of

musie, i is & steep moral siide from Bach,
or even Buddy Holly, to Gons n' Roses and
2 Live Crew, This month an indicted mus.
der suspect, Sncop Doggy Dog, saw his ey
athum, “Doggystyle,” debat st aumber
ong. On the daytime television 4tk shows,
indesant exposure iz celebrpted as 2
virtue, in just the past few weeks, these
shows deslf with erossedressing couplesi a
fhree-way love affalr; o man whoss ¢hiel
alm in e s (o sleep with women and fool
thesn into thinking thal ke s using a ¢on-
dom during sey: women who can't say mo
1 ¢heating, prostitutes who love thelr
Jobg: 4 former dray dealer: and an inter
view with a young girl caught in the mid-
iz of 3 Witler custody battle,
tnmyviewthe real erisls ol our time is

 spiritual. Specifically, our problem Is what

the anclents csited acedia, or $loth, Acadly
revesls itself 8¢ an undue ensgern for ox-
ternat affairs and worldiy things. 1 s spir-
Husl toraor; an ahsenes of reat for divine
things, AnG 1t brings with it, accarding to
the anclents, "8 sadnesy, & sorrow of the
world.” The cid theologians taughl that
aiedia arises from & heard sisened in the

We are “defining de-
viancy down,” in Sen.
"Damiel  Patrick  Moyns-
han’s phrase. And in the
process we are losing a
once-reliable sense of civie
and moral outrage,

worldiy and camal, and from 3 jow esteetn
of divine things. It eventusily leads to a ha-
tred of the good sitogether. And with her
tred comies more rejection, Mtemper, sed-
ness ang sorrsw.

When ihe late noveiist Walker Percy
was asked what conearned him most ghoot
the -future of Ameries, he answersd:
“Frobably ihe fesr of seelng Ameriss,
with-ali its great sirength and bemsty and
freedsn , ., gradually subside into decay
thrgugh default and be defeatad, not by the
Commatnisf moveraent . ., bui from within
from weariness, baradom, cyniciam, greed
and In the end helplessness before iis
great prabinms,” Only when we farth ouy
affestions and desires toward the right
thingstoward enduriag, noble, spiciual
thingg-will things gel better,

Materla! gatne will not he envugh here,
If we achiave full employment and greater

economic prowth—i we have cifies of goid’

and slabagter-buf sur chiklren have not
isarved how t¢ walk in gocness, jugtice
and mercy, then the American expsti
ment,. no matter how glided, will have

Talled.

Even now, there i3 3 sense of this. Amid
the current prosperity and security simos?
% of the miblic are saying we are off-

- track. ..

When millions of people stap belleving
in God, or when thelr belief is 5o atienyr

aled 4§ (o be belie! in name enly, entr-.

moug public esnsequences foliow. And
when this &8 accompanied by an aversion
to spirdiual language by the patiticnl and
intetiactual 1gss, ihe puliic consenuences
dre aven gresier. Dostoyovsky reminded
us in “Brothers Karamazoy® thal “if God

gusy not exist, everything i permlssite”
W are now seslng “everything.”
What can bs gone? First, the short ane

Swers: Do ool surrender; get mad—and

-

get in the fight. Now, iet me affer 2 fow,
soraswhat longer, preseriptions.

o Qur Hrst 1ask & 16 recophize tha! it
faotish, and failia, to rely primarily oo pob
itics to saive moral, culturs! and spiritual
affilefiong,

#Wo must have publle pollcles that
again make the teanedtion balwees our
deepest beliefs and our egislatbve agenda,
Do we Amsricans, for exampie, beileve
that man !5 a spiritual being with 2 poten-
ta! for individual nobBity and morad e
spans!bility? Grde we delieve thet his fate
I3 10 be & seulless cop in the mochine of
state?

We say we desire {rom our children
mare civilily and respangibility, g i
migny of our sohools wi stendfastly refugs
to teach right and wrong. We S8y we wini
law and opdar in the streats; ot we allow
viplant ariminals (o raturs to thise same
slreels,

We say we want 1o siop Dlegltimacy,
bt we contiznug to subsidize the behaviey
that virtuaily gmaranices high mtes of il
iegitimacy. Wa Say we want 1o discourage”
toenagze sexnyl aotivity, but educators ars
mors eager to dispense condoms than
moral guldanee, We say we want more
families t stay logether, hut we make di-
virees assier to obtain.

We say we want to achieve a color-biind
soctely, but we sontinug to count by racs,
Wo sy we want fo enconrags virtus angd
honer among the young, but i has became
a mark-ef sophistication 1o shun the lan
goagz of morality.

& We desperaiely need t0 recover s
sense of the Jundamenial purpsse of edu-
cation, which is to provide for the intalles-
tusi and mowrs) education of the young, I
your a8k whal 1s the good of education,”
Plato sald, "'the answer is easy~thatl edu
gation makes good men, and that good
men agl sobiv.” Jellerson believed thal
educstien should alm at hmproviag one's
“moraly” and "lacuities.” Undl & quarter-
cenlury Or si agn, i CONSENSUs was 8o
feen as 10 go ¢irtuatly unchallenged. Hav
ing departed fram this thne-honored bo-
llef, we are sow reaping the whirtwind.

¢ 43 indlvlduals and as & soclely, wa
nead to return rodlgton o S proper place.
Rediglon, alter ail, provides us with moral
tearings.

Hatred of Religlon

in America today, the enly respectabls
form of blgotry s bigotry directed agalnst
reilglous peagle, This antipathy toward ree
Hilov canmed be axplained by the moral
[alivres and financial excesses of 8 few
leaders or charletans, of by the censud
pusness of snme of their foHowers. Na, tw
reason for hairedsof refigion is because it

. forces modern nran to confront matiers he

winid prefer to ignore,

These are matiers we can a¢ longer ig
nore. I would be impossidble for any sock
oty 1o erdirely gusrd spuinst madmen, Bl
the commuier murders and incldents like
therm {such sur gore. And # I 1 our cove
that we must ditend.

Mr, Bennell, o feliow of {ke Heritage
Foundating, s muthor of “The Book of
Virtues™ §8imon & Sthusler).

Lift the Roadblocks to Intrastate Trucking

By Cassasuna Cxirones Mocas -

3 the Clinton sdministratien resfiv s
serlous shust spurring economic growih, {t
skould throw s suppors kehing the DIl In-
iroduned by Rep. Bili Emerson (R, Mo.ite
gempiish the remaining burrlers In e
irucking Inéustry. in 1980, when Congress
dereguinted intersidie trucking, the econ-

Arens barafitad Ernevandacicis Phe Tnart.

F

geersee intrasizte highway freight move-
ments, faced sn indlrect threal. Should
the contaplon of dereguiation spread, they
might lose thelr ishe. To protest them,
Nanig Intersified g lobbying elferts.
Clearly narrow seif-interest is 8% work
here. #u of course the Teamsters, Name

and the imirastate flirms clusiering inthelr
ehadaw neafpr mars eetnspinhle arem

Fakon as a whole the salely moasures
haip 0 explain the declining trend of
truck aceldents per tor-ralle over the past
12 years. There has been no upsurge of
trucking accigants in the sight deregy
lated states.

What are the eptions {er change? Bab
tHay legislators state by stade will he fong
st rastie, Anintaiping the stafes auo

1
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