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Febrmuy 8, 1995 

Bruce Reed 
Deputy Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy 
Old Executive Office Building, Room 216 
Washington, DC 20500 

• 
Dear Mr. Reed; 

The National Center for Family Lit"""'y has prepared the enclosed briefing 
paper on family litetacy and welfare refonn. NCFL has Summaril.ed the 
recommendations to be more clear and succinct. They read as follows: 

I. 	The welfare system should be reorganized to focus on a family 
needs assessment. rather than entitlement criteria or time limits. 

2. 	 Family Uteracy should be. requirement for participants who 
have nor completed high school and have a pre-school child. 

3. 	 Congress should fund model demonstration programs, staff 
development, and research and evaluation to identify quality 
programs and create a vehicle to abolish ineffective programs. 

4. 	 Programs funded under the auspices of welfare refonn should 
be directed toward family unilS, as opposed to individuals wilhin 
the family. 

5. 	 All new and exiSling legislation should be screened for its ability 
to create self-sufficiency. as opposed to dependency on 
government programs, 

If I can be of any assistance. please call me at .5021584-1133. 

Li da Likins 
Director of Policy Development 

Whig 

Enclosure 

http:Summaril.ed
http:Pres;.J.nl
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August 26, 1994 

Ms. Diane Lynn Pancoe 
Akron, Ohio 

Dear Diane: 

Thank yO'J fo::: send:'ng me a copy of your paper. IIWelfare 
Reform: Eayly I:1terventicn at the Local Level." 1 appreciate 
knowing your thoughts on this crucial issue, and I've shared 
your views with my staff. 

My welfare reform plan is based on two simple principles: 
work and responsibility. Unfort:..;.nately, our current welfare 
system ~ndermines these and other basic values, failing the 
very people it is supposed to help. 

Welfare should be a transitional progra~. enabling peop:e 
:0 go to work and support their families: My welfare reform plan 
is designed to provide job training, child carel and supporc for 
those in need. But after two years, anyone who can work must do 
so -- in'the private sector if possible, in the public service if 
necessary~ 

The second value underlyi:r.g my plan is responsibility - 
because governments don! t raise children, people do, My plan 
includes the toughest child support enfc:ccemc!1t measures in Qur 
nation's history. :t erepawers people to take new responsibility 
for themselves and their families thro'...lgh time limits on 
assistance and structured support services. 

We must make it clear to people that they should not have 
children until they are ready to take care of them: I proposed 
launching a national ca~paign calling on teenagers to delay, 
having children unti: they have completed their education and 
can support themselves. The plan also requires teen parer.ts 
who receive welfare benefits to stay in school. to live with 
their families if possible, and to nove toward work . 

• 


http:parer.ts


2 


This plan: rewards work, encourages responsibi:ity, and 
strengthens our families for the generations :0 come. And it 
is paid for entirely by reductions in federal expenditures on 
other programs. It includes no new or addi~ional taxes. 

As Iework CO build a brighter future of opportunity for 
all of our people, I hope I can count on your support. 

Sincerely, 

~ll CLINTON 
BC/DNP/MM/lynn (Correo, #~7604S81 
i8,pancoe,dl) 

WHee: Rep. Thomas C. Sawyer 
cc: Leg, Affairs 
c~caro:-Rasc5~inc. 

SEN':' ".:'0: 
~s. D~a~e ~ynn Panooe 
cle The Honorable Thomas C. Sawyer 
Member t ~.S. House of Representatives 
Suite 105 
411 Wo:f Ledges Parkway 
Akro~l Ohio 44311 

• 



June 24, 1994 

Honorable President clinton 
The White Hou~e 
Washington, D.C. 20010 

Dear Honorable President Clinton, 

The enclosed paper, ttwelfare 
the Local Level," is one I wr
education. I have submitted a 

Reform: 
ote for 
copy to 

a 
Early Interv

graduate 
Congressman 

ention at 
course in 

Sawyer's 
office with the hopes that it might reach you directly. 

I would like to urge you, on behalf of welfare reform, to 
implement a plan that allows for personal growth and development 
within a realistic frame of time, one which would foster an 
individual's physical I intellectual, emotional, and social needs; 
a plan that contains elements of "tough love" and promotes the 
teaching of practical life skills; a plan designed for success. 
I also request that you give people such as myself an opportunity 
to serve on the task force I knowing that our input contains 
wisdom beyond measure. 

Your campaign, President Clinton, was based around something 
that has carried me through the difficult hours; something that I 
never lost sight of; something called "HOPE. It I am now asking 
that we begin to give that same hope to those less fortunate 
than you and t. 

I would appreciate, most graciously, your sincere 
consideration of the plan I have suggested and looK"" forward to a 
~ponse. -


~~'P~ 

Diane Lynn Pancoe 
Teacher, Akron Public Schools 



Diane Pancoe 
Issues and Trends in Education 
June 6, 1994 

"Trends no one thought of but me" 

Welfare Reform: Early Intervention at the Local Level 


I was really glad to to see this was to be the title of ou= 

last paper this semester. I have had something on my mind for 

quite some time now that I would like to submit to president 

Clinton's Welfare Reform Task Force, from the viewpoint of 

someone who has experienced firsthand the trials and tribulations 

of trying to overcome poverty. Before I begin though, I feel you 

will need to read the attached research paper I completed a few 

years a90 to give you some background knowledge of where I am 

coming from and why my great interest in this issue that I feel 

directly effects our education system. Now I on to solutions •.. 

According to Webster' S Dictionary (1988). the word welfare 

means, "well-being; prosperity. /I I feel that our welfare system 

as it is known today can hardly be said to foster and nurture an 

individ·ual's well-being, let alone encourage prosperity. T found 

just the opposite to be true;: the harder I worked to overcome, 
difficult life situations and improve my self-esteem, the more 

the system tried to discourage :r.e, cut benefits, and keep me 

down. I was fortunate to have an aunt who believed in me more 

than I believed in myself at that time. It was because of her, 

~y deep faithl and tho love of friends I was able to survive and 

come out stronger in spite of it all * It was also these same 
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experiences that opened my eyes ·to the inj ustice our government 

was doing to a· population in need of much more than financial 

assistance. 

My first experience with government assistance was the 

application - a thirty-four page form asking questions, I feel, 

had nothing to do with helping me set a plan for my future and 

quite honestly, were none of their business! But these were the 

rules of the "game" and if I wanted a better life, I needed to 

learn how to "play. U Describing my horrendous experiences the 

next seven years would take too much space, but there are a few 

that triggered my mind into coming up with a new welfare plan. 

In addition to the thirty-four pag~ application, the 

conditions and atmosphere of the building I first walked into ten 

years ago (they have now improved) nearly made me nauseous. The 

floors, walls, and restrooms were filthy;: not fit for animals t 

let alone humans. The small amount of self-esteem I thought I had 

left at that pOint ••• vanished. The air was smoke-filled and 

stagnant. There were no educational reading materials available 

for children Ort adults. Parents were yelling at and spanking 

their toddlers - there was not a play area for young children. 

One could not help but sense the frustration and tension of the 

individuals waiting for their names to be called. 

Another incident I observed was a man attempting to fill out 

that "necessary" form. I watched his face grimace and his legs 

cross back and forth until he finally went to a man a few seats 
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down from him. I heard him say, "Hey man, can you help me with 

this? I only· went to eighth grade ... ! can't read." At that 

point in time my heart just broke. I thought to myself, "Where 

is the intervention? ! Why aren't we as a society, with 

all our great knowledge, helping this man?" It was then I began 

to devise my own plan for welfare reform, one I hope to someday 

present to President Clinton. 

The best thing I believe we can do for those in need of 

government assistance is to help people to help themselves. I 

become very defensive when I hear. judgments being made against 

people on welfare and even more defensive when someone in my 

past has said to me, "But you're different." My response was 

always that I was not different, I was just fortunate - fortunate 

to have known another way of life before my parents died eighteen 

years ago; fortunate to have been brought up surrounded by books 

and with a strong emphasis on.the importance of higher education. 

What many people do not realize is that for a number of 

families receiving welfare, that is the only way of life they 
, 

have ever known. The intent of the welfare system was not for 

generation after generation to receive assistance for life. I am 

not sure exactly where it went wrong, but it is definitely time 

for an overhaul. 

The first, step on the road to improvement is to do away with 

the thirty-four page form. Not only is it a waste of paper and 

time consuming to fill out, but I believe it lowers feelings 
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of self-worth just by the mistrusting nature of the questions. 

The form also focuses on one' 5 past versus a plan for one I 5 

future. My idea is that when a person applies for welfare, the 

first place 'they should be sent is to a local university's Career 

Planning and Placement Center. To me, this type of assessment 

will be more beneficial to an individual's future and self-esteem 

than any thirty-four page form asking whether or not one has sold 

and received cash for anything of value in the past year. It 

also allows for an individual to experience the environment of a 

college campus, possibly for the first time. 

It would be at thi 5 time, too, where the process 

of intervention should begin. Just as teachers write IEP's 

(Individual Education Plan) for special needs students, I feel 

case workers should be trained in how to write and development 

either an IEP or "FEP" Family Education Plan for clients 

needing assistance. It is only with this type of guidan~e will 

individ.uals begin to learn how to help themselves. If an 

individual is unable to read, the first step for them would be 

. .
enrollment 1n Project Learn. We have a wealth of community 

resources that I believe are not accessed to their fullest 

potential, this being one of them. For those seeking ADC 

assistance, there are many quality day care centers available to 

help with child care while a mother attends school. The type of 

schooling would vary according to her individual interest and 

needs. I also believe programs such as STEP, Systematic Training 
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for Effective Parenting, should be mandatory for teenage parents 

and others ne'eding knowledge of early childhood behavior!: and 

appropriate ways in which to deal with them~ 

What r", have not mentioned yet is that anyone receiving 

government assistance would be required to participate in short 

and long range goal setting for their future in order to receive 

monthly checks and food stamps. If they failed to participate, 

their monthly checks would stop~ I think it is important for 

people to real i zc that we need to be held accountable for the 

choices we do or don't make. Welfare should not be a way of life 

for anyone t but a stepping stone to a brighter future. 

One of the misgivings I have with President Clinton's 

welfare reform plan is that of time limits. It is a well-known 

fact that the key to overcoming poverty is through education, and 

it is unrealistic to, expect to receive a four year degree in a 

two year time span. In all fairness to those needing assistance, 

I feel they need to be treated as the human beings that they are, 

with feelings and needs just as those not in need of assistance. 

We should not expect them to settle for a minimum wage job 

without health care just because their tltime H is up. 

In. addi tion to what I have mentioned thus far I I also 

strongly believe that the current "top-down" way of managing 

welfare reform will never bring success. Individuals such as 

myself, who have overcome the obstacles of personal welfare 

reform in their own livest should have a seat on President 
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Clinton I S Welfare Reform Task Force. Our input would be 

invaluable because of our real life situations and the fact that 

we overcame them. I also think those presently serving should be 

challenged to go down to their local Department of 'Health and 

Human Services, fill out the thirty-four page form, go through 

the interview process, pretend they have to live on the allocated 

$300.00 to $500.00 for one month, and keep a writing journal 

of their feelings as they go through this experience. I would 

venture to guess that in sharing their findings we would hear 

about feelings of humiliation# invasion of privacy, degradation, 

and low self-esteem. 

An old adage comes to mind when I think of welfare reform: 

UCharity begins at home. If Looking at welfare reform from the 

standpoint of a nation becomes overwhelming and insurmountable. 

Yet when we break that down to the local level within each state, 

focus on individual intervention, utilize coremunity resources, 

and allow those at "home" to develop and implement plans for 

success, we then begin to see a "win-win" situation~ 
, 

As I mentioned earlier, I feel welfare reform directly 

effects education. The feelings parents have about themselves, 

and life in general, are conveyed to their children. If they are 

distraughtJ filled with despair, and unable to parent for one 

reason or another, then children are going to school without much 

enthusiasm for learning and stress beyond the their years. Yet 

if parents at hone feel good about personal goals they are 
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achieving and obstacles they are overcoming# then children, too, 

will take part in those feelings of pride and success; which in 

turn would be carried over into the classroom. 

In closing l I would like to end as though I was speaking to 

President Clinton himself. 

Dear Honorable President Clinton, 

I urge you, on behalf of welfare reform, to implement 
a plan that allows for personal growth and development wi thin a 
realistic frame of time, one which would foster an individual's 
physical, intellectual, emotional~ and social needs; a plan that 
contains elements of "tough love" and promotes the teaching of 
practical life skills f a plan designed for success. I also 
request that you give people such as myself an opportunity to 
serve on the task force, knowing that our input contains wisdom 
beyond measure. 

Your campaign, President Clinton, was based around something 
that has carried me through the difficult hours, something that I 
never lost sight of, something called "HOPE. tt I am now asking 
that we begin to give that same hope to those less fortunate than 
you and I. 

I would appreciate, post graciously, your sincere 
consideration of the plan I have suggested and look forward to a 
response. 

Sincerely. 

, ~p~ 
Diane Pancoo 
Akron Public Schools 
Chapter I t-1ath and Reading Tutor 
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•. 
THE' AFDC' PROGRAM I'lITHIN"OUR PUBLIC WELFARE SYSTEM - ,. 

DOES IT eNCOURAGE OR HINDER PRODUCTIVITY WTTHIN OqR SqC~TY? 

Where do r begin? For me, t bec,allle a ....are of this part of our government 

almost four years ago. 

! knew 1 either had to find another 'way to survive 

or .lose my sanity. !>s much as r would of liked to have lost my sanity, and 

said, 'iThe hell. wi,th it all," the reality of the situation was that I had 

four young children whose ~ivellhoods depended on me. 'Even though many told 

me I would- have to wait until the children wore older beto!"e I could leave 

the situation, I knew this was not God's plan tor neither'llfe nor marriage. 

I, lI'lyse!f, cared too much tor my children to want 

them to have memories such as I have of my childhood.. Ther-e .as only one way 

in which I could pull this off - AFDe, Aid tor Familios with Dependent C!tild

ren. 
ArDe is a program under th~ Department of Health and Ruman Services. 

ThiS department tormally came into being early in 1980. For~ally the Dept. 

of -Health Education and Welfare. in 1980 Congress established'a new U.. -S .. 

Dept. of Education. 

Departmental programs are carried out tbrough ten Regional Offices under 

the supervision of Reglonal Directors who ~e regpons~ble for the general 

direct10n of HHS activIties :1.n their respectlve Regions. Directors main

ta~n close relationships with key State officials and HHS administrators 

in Washington. 

Then there is the Office of Human Development Services. This 16 the agency 

within.RBS responsible Cor adm~nistering social service programs for children, 

youth and famllies t the elderly. the developeental1y d~sabled~,and Native 

Amoricans • 

. , HDS provides technical and financial assista.nce to States and communities 

tor programs that protect vulnerable children and adults, halp families to 

stay together, enable lOW-income and handicapped people to become selr-sutfi~ 

clent~ and prevent unnecessary institutionalization .. If 1 

The agency works to· improve the quality of human services throughout the 

country. Four program a~ministrations wIthin HDS support a wide range of 

projects tor vulnerable populations. the Administration tor ChIldren, Youth, 

and Families, the Admi~istration on Aging.' the Administration oc'Developmental 

disabilities, and the Administration for ~'atlve A::::.ericaus. fiDS'·also works 

'Public Welfare Directory Reference - A Resource Guide to Human Services, 1987-8a 
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with States and communities through several central staft otticies in 

Ylashington. l?~C.t and ten Regional Otfices .. 

Tne AFDe program 1s tor children and the1r families who need money to live 

on because a parent 1s dead, disabled, absent from home, or unemploy~d. It 

is available in every at,to, the District of Columbia, Gunm. Puerto Rico, and 

tbe Virgin Islands. What ~tters 1s how much money you need to support your 

family, eompared witb what you have or earn, and what the state in which you 

live ean provide under its standards. It is based on individual ~eeds ~d is 

available witbout regard to race, color, or nat10nnl origin, in accordance with 

the Civil Rights Act of 1964. The Federal Gov~rnmont bas =s.de 'rules to a,eo 

that states treat tbeir AFDe families fairly and equally. But each state has 

its o.n eligibility rules within those required or permitted by the Soc1al 

Security Act. Each state decides for itself how much money a family needs to 

buy tood, clothing, and to pay for shelter, then the ,state decides how much 

lDoney they can provide for at:Hrratan~ .. According' to tile inforMation' I received 

trom the Human Services Dept. 1n Akron, some states permit family income to 

be saved for 8 child's future education or other needs. I can assure you 

OhiO 16 not one of those atates! , 

Some of the money tor AFDC payments comes trom the U.S. Government. So 

the Fede~al Government bas ,.ado some ·rules that all states mU6t~follow. 

They are: 1. Accept ,an':appllcation tor AFDC help lrom everyone who wishes to 

apply. 2. Decide bow much,tbey cap payor why you are not elig1ble within a 

spec1tled period ot time, but at least 'within forty-live days. ;3. Make 

payments to every family that is eligible under the State's rules.without 

regard to race, color; Or national" origin and make the payments, effeetive nO 

later than thirty days atter the date of application 1f the family is eligible. 

4. Give anyope who asks for it the opportunity for a bearing if the application 

was denied or not acted'on'pro0ptly"or if diseatisfied with the'amount ot 

assistance pro~idea. ~, " 

Once accepted for assista!llCe, the agency needs to know how much !lLoney )"ou 

earn~ your oxpenses on the job,,'whether you receive income or have appl1ed for 

benefit~ from Social Security or other governmeot pension programs, what you 

own, what help friends or relatlves glve'You, what resources you'have by way 

of property, insurance, bank accounts'or other investments or SAvings. In 

other worde, they want your lite history since birth and then Gome! They also 

need social security numbers for all persons including ch1ldren for whom you 

are asking assistance. Tf you don't have the numbers, you have to apply for 

them. The agency need$"to' know where the' children were born .pnd· how you are 

related to them. They'need"·to know whather the children live witll ''you, "and 

whether those eighteen to twenty-one years old are in school. Ot'course if 
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the children are receiving any type ot grant or aid to assist witb the expense 

of ochool, you cah be assured that a cas.eworker w11l try to deduct that amount 

trom the amount' of assistance lOU w1l1 be recul_lng, even'though that 1s now 
illegal.' The agency also ne_de details about the death, incapacity or con

tinued absence of the Children's parent. You will be rGqulred to assign to 

the agency rights to any chIld support payments received trom the absent parent 

or any other person. Also, cooperation is expected 1n establishing the tather 

tor chl1dr-eD horn out of wedlock and in locating tbe abaent father.• 

After all the above intormatton is determined, the ageJlcy then decides it 

you must regieter for WIN (Work Incentive Program). Un1066 you are caring 

tor a child under six in your bome or have another good rea60n for not .orkins. 
you ~ust sign up for WIN to be ~11g1ble tor AFDe. At this point in time, I'm 

not sure if WIN is only a rule in Ohio or all states. WIN helps p~ople to 

either find work or to receive the necessary job training. In the handout 

from the county, it is suggested tbat even if not required t a person take 

advantage of WIN because. "Even a part-time job may mean extra money for your 

taml1y.'1 They neglect to add that because or that "part-time" 1ncome, you tnay 

lose Over half of your benefits entitled to ,ou because of that income (work 

incentive, right?!). Once on ADFC, a person is also eligible for medical care 

and services under the state's MedicaId program. This, in itself, i8 price

less to those who !'ind themselves needing to resoz:t to public oIlssiet.atrc"e 

Another informat1ve pamphlet given out ,by the Office of Public Information 

is callod 'IStatistics at a Glance,',! According to this, there are 32,'70,000 

(32.4 .11110n) people in the U.S. lIving below the government's Official 

poverty line. As tar as AFDC is concerned. the Government saya that ADC 

families are getting smaller. Their statistics are as tollows: Characteris

tic studies of ADe reCipients, conducted nationwide in 1969 and i979, show that 

70.5 percent 01 ADC families had only one or two children in 1979 (49.6 percent
" , 

in 1969). Large ADC families were less common fn· 19'79, with only 13.9 perc~J:lt 

of famIlies having tour or more children. As the size or the family grows. 

the dollar amount per person goes do_n. The statistics also had that ADC 

~rants' 1n Ohio were increased by five percent in January 1984. Grants had not 

been raised since JulYt 1979. Grants were then raised by five percent in Jan~ 

uary 1985, and by tour percent in January 1986. An additional two percent 

increase in February of 1987 made the ADC grant received by a family of three 
!309.00 per month. Out of that grant comes rent, utilities, clothing for 

the fa~ily, transportation. school expenses, and personal and incidental items. 

Low-income public housing units are available, but the waiting list to get io 

aVerag&s two to ro~r yeare, Medical aS5iB-tB,nce~. emergency assistance",. heat1ng 



" . d,£ring winter months. and echool lunch pro-grams ar-e available, but these do 

net provide the regular cash income tho fam1ly needs to meet basic year-round 

living expensea. 

Section ;101,161 ot the New Ohio Revised Code 1s in regards to certification 

of funds; public assistance tund; and quarterly estimate. According to this 

section, sometime prior to Dece~ber sixteenth, annually, the department ot 
, . 

human services must certify to the board of county commissioners or each 

county the amount estimated by tbe department to be needed in the tollowing 

calendar year to meet the county share of expenditures for aid. h~alth care, 

and administration. 1*11 need to read Chapter 5107 tor Curther research into 

how they figure the ~xact amount of na~d. The paragraph goes On to read, 

·'At the beginning ot the calendar year. the board of county commissioners 

shall appropriate the amount eertified by the department for the current 

calendar year, reduced or increased by the amount of the adjusted balance or 

deficit in the public assistance fund at the end of the preceding calendar year 

as determined by department of uuman services rules. The attorney general 

shall bring mandamus proceedings against any board which fails to make such 

an appropriation and timely transfer to the public assistance fund as directed 

by department ot human service rules." I'm curious as to what the human service 

rules are. I can see I bave by research cut out for me! The section goes on 

to read that all funds provided under this scction should be placed in a 

special public assistance lund within the county treasury. All moneys received 

trom the state government for the purposes or Cbapters 5107 and 5113 of the 

Revised code are supposed to be deposited 1n the county treaaury to the credit 

or the public assistance fund. The department is also supposed to prepare a 

voucher at least quarterly authorizing payment from the state public asqistance 

subsidy for the estimated difference betweon the local share or state expendi

tures and the Bum of the state and tederal sha~es of local expenditures. 

SectiOn 510,of.18.. of the'Re'llsed Code ia'in regards to payments treated as 

income in determining" aid. The director of human services 1$ the one who 

determines what payments to any individual applying tor or receiving aid'shQuld 

be reg,rded as income or resources. Tn determining this, the director consid

ers the source and amount of payment? the pu~pose for which UHf payltent was 

made, and whether regarding_the payment as income would be in the public in
/ " 

terost. The director is/aleo supposed to 'take into consideration whether, 
I " 

trea~ing the payment a~ income would be detrimental to any of the programs ad

ministered in Whole or in part by the department of human services and whether 

such determination would jeopardize the receIpt of any federal grant or payment 

by the state .. 

http:510,of.18
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I found Section 5101.17 ot the Revised Code to be of much interost to me. 

It 1s in regards to Income under Eeonomic Opportunity Act. I would like to 

quote the first paragraph. J"1!ia! determining tbe need ot any parson under 

Chapter 5107.or 5113_, or the Revised Code t the first eighty-five dollars plus 

one-haIr of the excess ovor eighty-flve dollars ot payments made to or in be

half ot any person' tor or with..;respect to any month under Title I or II of the 

"Economic Opportunity Act of 1964," 18 Stat. 508, 42 U.S.C.A. 2701 t as uend

,ed, shall not be regarded as lncome or rei>ources. No, payments made under such, 

titles shall be regarded as iucome or resources of another individual exce~t to 

the extent that they are made available to tbe.otber individual. No grant 

&ade to any tamily under Title II! or such act shall be regarded as ~nco~e or 

resources in determining the need of any member of Buch family u'nde:t Chapter 

5107" or 5113. of the Ra..,lsed Code." The reason I tound this paragraph to be 

so interesting 1s because now I'm gOing to explain to you exactly how determ

ination is realll figured. . 
Our county ADFC program considera the tirst seventy-live dollars as a 

disregard, not the eighty-live aB in ths code. It alao considers not the one

half ot the excess over the first seventy~five dollars, but what they call 

th1rty dollars and one-third disregard. They dedUct thirty dollars and one

third of that amount off of your total income for a period of four monthe. 

After tour months, they 'only, deduct seventy-five dollars and one-third ot that 

amount. Atter thirteen montbe, they Qnly:deduct seventy-five dollars. After 

this, there is no disregard. In some circumstances, a person ~ight be able 

to have a disregard up to. tweDt" mODt.s,: but after twenty months they should 

be in a position to go completely".off ADFC, becauee JrrOIfl this point on t.heir ,
• benefits are: ..reduced GC,;dra,8tioal1:,:-that: it is nO longer worth t.he1r -,while to 

"-./
work. The individual' actually: is penalized tor trying! The individual 1s also 
only allowed to have ~ltOOO'in assets (home and personal property' not counted) 

i ,
and cannot have a car::-valued over'~l ,500.: If they do, their benetitEve1tller 

are reduced drastically' or-·tbey ·becomo ineligible- tor assistance any longer. 
And as recently as July ot 1987,' a caseworker told me my APDC benefits were 

going tf, be reduced according' to the, amount ot my grant I was to receive fOr 

my education at Akron University. Had r not been familiar with ·the 'above' code, 

r would be receiving reduced benefits because 11m choosing to further my ed

ucation 80 that in a few years I will be in a position to go off'of'AFDC 

completely. .. 
This research has rai8e~ some questions tor me. Where did our county come 

up with their method or dotormining an individual's continuing eli!1hi11ty? 

t .as told by Western Roserve Legal Aid that the Ohio Revised Code lias the 



o 

! ..... ~ • 
,~ ,', '.

i·it'its and bolts o,t the rules ,"'and regulations' within our Human Serviceo 

'. 	 Department.'! Yet ac:eoI'dlng to Illy research thus tar, the county 1s not 

following that code. And why aren't the caseworkers familiar w1th the rules 

and regulations regarding that-code? How'are they prepared tor 'their job? 

What research or reading materials are they requited to b~coMe famil1ar with 

before beco~lng a easeWQrker~ While reading the Revised Code in regards to 

AFDC, .nother thougbt-!cUIO to mind. Could it be that the AFDe: program within 

the Human Services Department really is set up to help an indlvl~ual work 

his/her way out. an unpleasant situation and the County olficials'wbrking 

within honestly don 1 t know the guidelines according to the Rey1sed Coda? 
Or are County officials aiemanaging the tunds being sent to them tram tbe. 

state? I honestly don't know the answera to thase questions. ;1 do realize, 

though, that because'ot my situation and·awareness ot how to overcome it, I 
det1ni tely intend to:, flnd out the answers. to the above questions., 

.In conclUSion, lid like ·to end with a.statlstic trom the nStati.sticfJ at a 

Glance>' publication.' "1Accord1ng to '., study released. in 1987 by'the ~neral 

Accounting Office, an 1n.eatlgatlve arm of Congress, there i8 fto concl~sive 

evidence that welfare greatly diacourages'people from workingt'breaka up. 

tamilies, or encourages anmarrled'wOlltm'to become p-regna'nt to receive benefits. 

The study reached its eOQclusions after reviewing more than 100 welfare e~udiea 

completed since 1975~" ICona1der1ng that ·in Summit county alone there are more 

than 50,000 people and more' than ,20 million people nationally receiving 

public assistance, I' would question ~he validity of this study. Pve listed 

,the facts as Tfve reGenrch~d tbem thus.faf. Back to my original question, 

The ADFC program within our Pnb11c' Welfare System - doeS it entourage or 

hinder productivity within our Society'? 'r'll let you be the judge of' that... 



Bruce Rood A13-7 Slocum Heights 
Room 216 Syracuse, NY 13210 
Old Executive Oftice Building Sept. 27, 1994 
725-17th Street 
NoW, Washington, DC 20503 

Re: Welfare reform 

Dear Mr, Reed, 

I think two year limits on welfare is a good idea. which may seem surprising 
coming from a single mother currently on welfare. AI the same time, two year 
limits concern me, I am attending school to earn a bachelors degree in 
environmental studies, and my son is two years old. 

One concern is that single parents will not ba able to support their families, My 
other concern is that those who wish to pursue a four year degree will be 
unable to do so in the future. A good education should not be denied 
considering the benefits to our country. 

Trying to raise a child and going to school full time is hard work. By achieving 
my degree I will have lived the American work elhic: 'If you work hard you will 
get somewhere in life.' I will be able to stay oft all.torms of public assistance 
and provide a good example to my son. My degree will enable me to get a job 
that will some day pay for my son's college education, thereby. not continuing a 
cycle of wenere, 

We who are raising the next generation are concerned with what happens in 
our cities, states, and country, No one wants their child growing up in a 'bad' 
neighborhood, The better our education the more likely we will be to get 
involved and make informed decisions regarding our communities, 

If you are going to put two year limits on welfare, just training people isn\ good 
enough, Kerry Mack was wr~ten about in the September sixth issue of the d 
Democrat and Chronicle. (Copy enclosed) She has been on and off welfare for 
ten years, She has done volunteer work and she has worked whenever she 
could find a lob, She has taken eight difterent training courses. When I spoke 
to her, she said she had cumulatively spent four years In training programs. 

Here is an obviously intelligent person who should have been put through a two 
or four year college program, If she had spent four years in college instead of 
training programs she would probably be seit·sufficient by now. Unfortunately, 
welfare offices discourage education. t was discouraged when I told them of my 
plans for a four year degree. but I knew what was best for me and my son, 



In theory, I agree with two year limits. When I see women in the waKere office 
with wMe lips (a sign of crack addiction) and young children, it sickens me. 
However, it also sickens me when I see an intelligent person, who wants 10 do 
betler for themselves. be kept down by an out ot date bureaucracy. 

Thank you, 

Christine Maurer 

ee: 	 President Clinton 
MaryJo Bane 
Donna E. Shalala 
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Bv TR1F ALA'fZ,AS 

I s"1."II'\~l(i1Tl1: 

Kerrye MU('K believes me MS 
been "trained out" whcnlt CQmf'S to 
her Ulnrch for a job. 

The 32-year-nld Webster wnm" . 
an, who has bei>n on and off wtlfB.rc 
for 10 years. h~ heen trained as a 
..'O:SIDetoioglst and dHy-<:are prQ\;(i. 

_ .~;...also, nr ~~ 
,10--- th'e~~d~~...~L . .,tn'.m lng'I!I·1"..... ,~ 

writing. getting ietteni:of reference 
and t.e.rgeting her ,kills. •. ' 

i But abe cart't find a job that paye 
~h to ~ke care of her four 
children and has health benefits. 
Mack knows th8t anythlng she 
earns would be wken away elmoot 
doilM for dollrlT. 

r 
MllCk tells her story as she flip$ 

through a black, three-ring binder 
that holds dozens of eertificales of 
achievement, IT(lining dipknnas and 
lettenl of reference. "We have to 
stop all this tra.ining," she &aid,~ t 

L 
"And make it mandatory that I~' 
pie on $()Cial grvices get at least get 

' an as.&OCiate's degree. That holds 
, mOn! weight than saying I took eight 

different training classes." 

Il 
!L;1 Mack has four chIldren: The ()Id

. eet is 16; tM yo~ is 4. She has 
never ~ married. but abe got Il 
oourt order for 1M: father Of two of 
ha (';hi1d~n 10 pay child support. 
~e paid that l'Upport for 6bout II

" month - and then"lost his job,
.:r~ 	 . Mack· bel1cvvs welfare should 

help firtd ,,'Or\( for spouses who ,, 	 don't live wllh their families so they 
can pay-child hUpport.. • 
' .. "Don't· IItN'eotype me," Mack1 	 siUd. "I've never been in rehab, my 
kids have MVe-T bei:n in foSter care 

:and there he... always ~!l food on 
:the table. bill people like me are 
·always gettint: browbeaten," 
W ,k.... ..t;y:N;~J a 
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April 26, 1994 

President Bill Cl~nton; 

Hello-My name is Sandra MCcal[' and I live in' Prineville, 
Oregon~ I am, a 20 year old 'singled mother, I am going to school 

,to get a' nursing degree and 1 Will! be graduating in one year 
with my medical transcription degree, and then continue to get 
my nursing degree. 1 have been on! welfare on and off ,since my 
son was born in 1991 ~ When 1 st.arited cOllege in 1992 my welfare 
stopped because r was~getting a Pell Grant from the cOllege. 
Which was barley enou'gh to supportl myself let alone my son too. 
I took a break from school and went to work for awhile and then 
ret.urned back to college March of !this year. ~Ihen 1 did this 
the welfare again told me that they could not help me with child 
care or cash assistance: I . 

I cannot understand why I can'not get any Chlld care or cash 
assistance help whetl r am tryfng tio get an education so my son 
and I won' t have to be on welfare lever again. I do not abuse 
the welfare system~ I feel that it should be there' for people 
who real,ly need it. 

I see and hear of people who keep' having kids and stay on 

welfare. They donlt try to get a job or go to school to help 

themselves get off of welfare, it is considered easy money to 

them. Plus 1 know of people who use their welfare grants for
. ..drug money. WhICh makes me very, very angry.'. . .' I . 

I have thought about quitting school and getting a job# and 
try to save money for'college- butlthat would be almost 
imposs,ible. I can'lt have a minimum wage job and save money. 
would barley be able to make- ends Imeet. '" . 

I am sure,'you have more ·important things to'worry about 
than ,some single mother'trying to better hers and her sons 
lives. but President Clinton please think about all I have said. 

, " IIf I dldn't need the help of welfare I wouldn't be wasting your 
time and mine with this lett~r. i feel that if a person is 
willing to educate themselves, then all of the available sources 
should be there. 

Sincerely; 

Sandra MCcall 

925 Rimrock RD 

Prineville, OR 97754 
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THIS FORM MARKS Tffll FILE LOCATION OF ITEM NUMBER 2
LISTED II' TIlE WITHDRAWAL SHEIn' AT THE FRONT OF THIS FOLDER. I ' 
THE FOLLOWING PAGE ilAS ilAD MATERIAL REDACTED. CONSULT THE 
WITHDRAWAL SHEET AT THE FRONT OF THIS FOLDER FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION. 
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For the past two years, I've taught in a program in 
Houston, TX, aimed at helping AFDC clients obtain a 
G.E.D. My students are all Ivomen on welfare, from 18
·45 years old, with 2-6 dependent children each, 
average. They are U. s. citi'zens, not immigrants. About 
half are second generation welfare recipients. They 
speak freely of living with IboYfriends, "husbands" or 
mothers who are also receiv~ng public assistance. 

I teach Adult Basic Educatidn, which correspondeds to,
grades K- 6 in the public schools. Some can't read. 
Most don I t know multiplicati'on tables, and decimals, 
fractions and percents are over all their heads. 

IThe Human Services Dept. provides them with a free bus 
pass ($360.00/yr. value), artd free day care. The school ,
provides free text-workbooks and school supplies. If 

. ,
the women drive their own cars to school, they get a gas 
reimbursement. One of my st'udents acquired a car and is 
driving to school, but she won't tell DHS because she's 
still gettting the bus card'i too. 

The AFDC students are supposed to attend class 20 hrs. a 
week. Their attendance is r:egulated monthly by"DHS. If 
it falls below a 75% participation level, they will lose 
their day care. That's wha tl the 11 system" tells them. 
More than half of the women lin my class do not meet the 
participation level, but they are allowed to stay on my 
roll because "we need the numbers". Meanwhile, there is 
a waiting list of other peop'le who want to come to 
school, but, because space ils limi ted, I don't have room 
for them. 



It has been said that the student can only be 
reinstated one time after they fail to meet the required 
participation level. The ones who get IIdropped" turn 
right around and get a new referral to come to school, 
because they have learned tolwork the system. Hal! of 
the seats in my class are "occupied 1' by people who fail 
to show up as required. I 
Many of the women in my class 

, 

frequently come dressed in 
new clothes, with salon hairstyles, sculpted nails, and 
year a lot of jewelry. Please

, 
understand that I am not 

against women on wefare wanting to look nice. But when 
a woman jumps up in the middle of class and announces 
she must leave early because Ishe has to renev her 
health club membership~ I thinK something is wrong. 
Where do they get the money for these things if they are 
flon welfare"? How many of the government benefits are 
tttrickling down" to meet thelnutritional, educational 
and physical needs of their children? 

, 

Among those who do attend class, some wontt even pick up 
a pencil. I have to coax, bag or bargin with them to do 
classwork, or open their books or work some math 
problems When I ask them why

, 
they are coming toa 

school, I get responses likeluwe have to so we can get 
our cheCk", or "if we dOn It, they til short our food 
stamps. 'I I think the AFDC legislation went astray when 
it assumed that people on veI!fare had the maturity, 
self-discipline and education to handle checks and food 
stamps in a responsible way. ' One of my students uses 
her check for lottery tiCkets; another talks of selling 
her food stamps for caSh. I 

, 
So that you won't write me off as a callous person, I 
want to tell you that ! vas Dorn into a IOwelfare" 
family. I am the sixth of el~even children. In the 50 l s 
and early 60's my parents didn't get checks or food 
stamps. A woman ve called the "soup lady" came to us 
weekly with food and medicin~. She took us to the 
doctor if we needed to go. She vas a person who related 
to us t not a bureaucracy,. I 
When I lias IS, I vent to live. away from my family, 
because I would not g1va in t'o the pressure to qui t 
school and go to work full time~ I rented a room in a 
widow's house, and got a rest'aurant job by lying about, 
my age. I paid $lO/wk. for my room and bought my own 
food,. I was the first in my :family to graduate from 
high school. My history teacher and counselor helped me 
enroll in a state college. Ij worked two part-time jobq 
and received.a grant and a scholarship. I made the 
Dean's list and graduated on Ischedule.. I have since 
obtained a Master's as veIl. 



",
.. , . . 

• 

Even though you might say 
like the odd one out. My 
through Medicald~ I have 

I ,overcame the odds, I feel 
st~dents have health care 
been without health insurance 

for two years because I am al part-time employee at two 
part-time jobs. I can't afford health insurance 1 but I 
am taxed so that my students; can have it. I don't get 
paid for SiCK days (I've missed one day in two years)~ 
I can't even afford to be a good citizen and serve on a 
jury, because I won't get paid for the time off_ 

I 

Should a financial crisis arise, I can 'only hope that 
some of my good friends can help me out. If I lose a 
job due to budget cuts or downsizing, 1 can't draw un
employment, because I am only a part-time employee. I 
am not married and have no children. I have tried to 
live a responsible life. Because of this, I aM less 
veIl off than the AFDC students I teach. 

I 

I accepted my teaching position because I felt that If 
a survivor of welfare and poverty, would be an 
inspiration to these studentS. Forget thatl How can 
they be inspired to change their lives when they have it 
better off than I dO? I 
My plea to the government is: Please find a vay to feed 
the "real" poor {not the ones who buy top brands vith 
food stamps). Please clothelthe naked l and stop doling 
out checks that go to purchase designer clothes. Do 
something to provide shelter for the homeless, instead 
of paying the rental fees onlleather furniture and 
VCR's. Stop giving benefits to the adult children of 
America who have no intention of becoming self-reliant. 
Give the death sentence to this lifestyle that the 
"Great SocietyU birthed. 

I 
If our country must keep AFDC, 
~o ACDP: Aid ~o Children vith 

Most respectfully, 

~R.~ 
Teresa R~ Moore 
4331 l< Pease St. 
Houston, TX 77023 
713-921-1251 

let's change the acronym 
Dependent Parents. 
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CREATIVE ENTERPRISES 

"Ideas UJlimitcJ" 

80)( 69R 
WADING RIVER, N.V 11192 

LONG ISL.A.NO 
!l16·~29·4102 

, ::. 

December 21, 1993 

Domestic AdvIsor 

Washington, D.g.i 

Dear Mr. Reed, ! 
i 
~ have read with great interest, an 

article from the Washington Post. here on Long ,- ) 
Island) New Yorli 1"19 :l'Clinton Weighs Cutting Weifare 
For Non Citizensi~' A 33 rr.ember Inter-agency Task Force 
Preparing Welfar:6 Reform. 

Our Great guy in that Oval Office, 
d:d mention in his campaign, II To enb Welfare as we know it!} Many i'acta 
and figures ware pre3ented, and &5 ope seven-oer and knowing where I a::n 
goIng, did mention in my letter to DEE DEE Myers, that I would serve our 
Comdr. in Chief ~or one dollar a year, and be his little man behind the 
scene, as ene Public. 'Advocat'e &; Liai~son P.R. man••• We Veterans of' WWll, 

!tf.r~ Bruce Reed, 
White House 

only serve our ChIaf .• He 

rejection slip £rom Dee 
second letter to our Mr. 
articles were sent, w1·th 

is'9ur Chief, and PresIdent of these United State 
I . .-

. Enclosed you will find a reply ..:t~.,~ ~~~,.', ~ 
Dee ••• ( a vo~y large one at that), and also my
PreSident, ~lll Clinton. No reply, but my 
the sound iptent, i'dth knowledge, a.r:.d W.tsdom 

which our President needs that Inputland feedback, to move his agenda 
and prografls forward ••• One carbon cO~Y, which was sent to locnl WrIters 
here with the Daily News ••• This letter wIll be that start that you and 
your tas:.c force, can use rea.dily.. i 

on all that pure nonSense and 
SEXGAr.I'E .. What a shame a.nd what 
you will see where my various 

I . .
Lastly ·you will find my recent article 

bullst*ff, labeling our President with 
a wBste •• H.For you and yours •. Also 

trips 'to Murmansk Russia du.:rlng viWll, 
and bringing it up todate, where we ~G Am~.rica.ns who fought in WWll,' 

and with CX'ir.lo on our streets j and all this .Gun totIng, with your.g 
nm.rglnal yeuths.~."Who have yet to senva, and want their cake and eat it 
too, knowing like your Dorr.estic doings, right 01' wro!1.g, the Govt. O~les 
them a liVing and all those free 62 \,elfare programs, will take care of 
them with the!r special rights, even lin Prison or out on those streets, 
tt'::ey have pro,,'ven they, themselves ane the true ENEMY ••• , . 

•1 

Th~nking you for reading my letter, 
and the very best to all in that lt/hitle Reuso, and I am ready to serve 
on a mature level, and not be seekln~ fame or fortune, but getting this 
country on the right track wIth all ~hat 3ill t,,;linton is try,ing to achieve 
wl"bh only his first year •• I have sor:ved our former President 1I.r. Bush, 
an'd look around my house, you will sele, what four fingers can de in 
typing and gettlng back those well V"[S.d reply•••• 

\{~\..1; Sincerely, 
'I''' \ ~ 'lie Hino Bob Henn-wrlter 

http:CX'ir.lo
http:Am~.rica.ns
http:ISL.A.NO


GI~l,)mO, 
hara 
vur 

Mr .. Al BLlkcr~ ntE:ff Hrltor 
.Daily New! 
New Yorlc, Ne,.. Yorl: 

Doar Al, 

I have ke;;t your recent ElX'tiC~(;f tI\·Jelfure 10 Bill P!l!JStJD'~. np...l with 
",11. tlj~ OOVnl'lgl.l on Hnd~cnld, au1 J.:::t,l~uf' [lr-CMt:OIS tH.i~t(lr1.f:l on 10,15/93, 
II'r~:r(j For t'ibrJlcahl ,j:unttcG~ and tontftlV!. (loilH!11 011 C~.~~f"~tonl D Hl":.alt:h 
do1n(.'5 and ft.tw'e VHH'£'l'b ref\'.!'(\ s fCJ!' t}10 n(:f;dv and the noel" in the State 
of Hew .lork, 8Hl{e:est you} your 'Sd1tCll-, Lou 11(!lt~ end Annetta Fuentes do 
a pisc;) 01' rvsi1n;rch and 1nvrlg~,t~[:at~,\'o lituely to .!nd thin nO!.\S(\YIS(.1 onc.e) and 
for "n.· I 

,'~s Ii G~V"n-0G:r, find j~n(.1JiTl[ Hh~1~(,) ! fJl'11 F()j,n~ teiJ, you thin: 11t.. man 
can walk with a wodden lag, and he can oot wltil raiso teeth, but he 
oannct see th.t"[)ug-h a ~J.8SB v'Je, ",·J.th9Ht VLs1011, tr;o!'a ~.f! no [,ul"po!'e 
in be1l"'.g h~re on planet oEl.rth~ ~ '. ' 

If,nny yGar~ figC" this hUPiclo ,...:ri tel' wt':;to to our GCl"\;. i"ili.t'10 

r·ee:a.rd:~.ng Well'are la"":eat1nc:. ~8 onE! wl~O fatf:'ht in w.nl~ ana stlrvint<,
( 
{U. S. A.} an:::; abN",ur-d, :in 01'':'601' to 1'3: Q.t.: ! ve o"W" P/\"i. wi> ha.d tc show 

:.cU (Photof,und .aerial ~;o.). sign that \votlcher and ware .fi!!Bf.ll:2~1.!~§.• 


• 

AI, the i!e;;,. .i a the seriul nW':~{;r u;,\d beine: 1'j llfe1'pr!1nteo ~ a 10M 
wit)-; thflt photo. l~;;;w yQtA .;!;sy tH!k. fj~ut that is illeg61 ard r;cd; rlJ:'::htl! 

As the above OI doirle:fJ of ;restpr~'ear: , I4h('.uJ d lm a P":L"'.st today .. flow 
tl,e <:C&tt: ..-111 loo ~\.:.(;j5tlun~ti. ;.!hc .... l1!l·puy 1'cll~ ~t and he-.y' It is 
so airr.plo,. thu 6t;ull CODt \":111 be dt'dutrt..oa ll"O-m that ~.e1.i'artl chcck~ sirr.ilia 
fer Hculth IIH'H.lZ"c..t-;Ce fer' ti:C!;C -of' tiEl OIl :rJ)ed:~cllr'e. " Yull tiOl!'t EAe- tt" 
"0 "t-'" 1 0 ,", H· ,,..Jl "II ~ t~ I -_'-'-"-=-'-'-=C-C... .J ,,... \ ... " 'j';'"". ,I... 

, . 
Agtd.n, you thre:o apr-ve :r.ent1odod" find out how ["f.3.l1Y rinh kids 

tl.ru l'~ce!. vinS lUHc:.h it~ (,.-W' city, :)chc,hc e,flQ aN) .actua':"lj' pajlr.g to!' It, 
an'; hc~ n:on:J c'hjlclt'f;u firt: f~ttlrif' .£rra I:.I'(Hlkf'aat, and free lunoh. it::a:a1n, 
.£.ncthe.l" srr;Ql.'l !!educ:tion l'r-cm tha.t taxpaY0r'$ dClitlg t(l p!l}ln,: fef' t~O) :JOor 
and need~'. l'1'othil1,f 1e lr~~ nor 5~;ouldl we,. the '::':0. ii'jde t.tlxpay~r' be 
reil;~,llde(~ of JiJ1;:r:!i' (;,t-ioLet ((':lL!"!. Al"'~1Jat) sl:lflng ttT9t. song In ,Pinnooi't1o.. 
fl (;h 'i'ha ~(Jrl(l tMtlE Jtle Ii L1 vlE£i- - , 

- Xa:,'be t"J"" dOl~F t.(~e SbOV0, we cln $Ijlve t':llllons, but telcs':) 
recipIentS. will e.,elr:. a ilttlt: pride a.ha ho?ei'ullp. bac\)r:e ?I'oucl. ano 
appracia.t& thi.s h61p until they are able to tak& advsH.tago cf ~ll t~ose 
prof:"'l:'a:r.a. odu.cation e.nd e=: f:";l't::, anul A-et off thIs av-cal1ecl pU:':Illo 
O$Slst:lf.OC:. Dl.U'lng 'the dGf}I'(1ss1otlp we were poor bUll we had pride R.nd 
lev..; ct fiA.!i;:ily, lovo of vQ,l' ';f'eat olty. and p:roiJd to seI've ou.r cOl..:ncry. 

In natreit, a Supt. ·Of school$, a ,o:::rt!at lead!;;c' J.n·j .f'J:n:3.1e, ':.HJ11eves 
if those Welfare ?~rants eX' Parent .. don't maY.:-sJ sur-a t::-:>s.e 1<1.:'8 are 
attending sohool" she ma.kes sure, those checks are taiuH! .;,;·.'laY.(~~l.~~E)I . 

Tha.nking you for reading xy lettor, and will help, the Daily , 
N.W~ help solve all touchy iasue. regardi"" Social r.fo.rljl:Cl-\~v<: .. I'Jvm;" 

'N"'~ Sind.rely.I • _ n 

http:O$Slst:lf.OC
http:P":L"'.st
http:I4h('.uJ
http:r�ee:a.rd:~.ng


Wudlng Rlvoi't Now York 
Decembor 21, 1993 3:20 A.B. 

OUTSIDE LOOKING IN 


If A.merica Today: "Slaelc <lnd Jlhite tIonsenso CCiWOS Today" 

By Bob Monn (pon) 

Our Nation, those rocont lfJynths !'lubo boon bombardod by tho No:~,;n 

I 
P.:odill, and all who put those words down as our so-c(tlled ':ournnllsts;. 

Dividing 0"" Nation as to Elack ~:1d W"ito confrontations, duo to that 

simple God Givon, PIGt.c,C-L":';\TICN OF TEE SKIN••• One Wh!.te, one Black. 

. A few aaya ago" hOUdline~he~o and heo,dlines thero concorning" one 

swoet little guy, wr.o was laboloh a chIld Molester, ohild thia and chil 
I 

that ••• His name is Xl'. Nlcho,el Jnoknon ••• A classic performer, who could 
I 

do it all on that stage" and entertain millions of poople, and has holpol, 

ur.:.ito children all avo!' tho wcrldl.'. He is labeled ..uCHILDGATE • This 

I
w:r:iter says loud and clear, It Leave this nico IUd nlone~'l1ho!.lo God Givon 

I 
'.41'"1 tel'l s I wJlnt their Newspa.per and 'r. V. media, to sell £££1.,-- "" not 

! 
g·~glit:i of the good things, thl.s lovablo individ!;a.l did nIl those ycurs. . I ,'.
Resultir..g in our So-Called Block UO[l(!.erP.....to elul:n, Hur':ro.r1?rcmunt to only 

\ ,It •• 
the Blacks who make it in this nut:lon.... Hogwash, you leaders ono more tIl 

Now comes another shocker" "Shock D:;oa.ma '• modia doings one more 

timo, labeling our COM~ancer in Chief, our nico guy, for ull thoI . 
people of this Nation, and who sits in that Ova.l Office in W!l~hingtonJ

I 
lind ia,called c·ur President ••• ,?he PreSidont of those United States ( aro 

. I 

we really united with all toe above _ differenco of that pigmentution o. 
OR \, t % the skin•• n (actt:ally seoing u 1 war of the Epidermis). :;01< our 

'N\'l~'Vi own Prosident is labeled also, as 1 wOma ntzer, and his OHn SEXGA'l'E while 

\Y he was the former Governor of Arkansas. Our Presldent is White,
I

~'\1 Michael Jnckson 1s Black ( both aro beautiful People) and we have roally 

~ ~\ sick people in this land of insoucJance cashing in ($~$~) on tho ill Fai~
t,(-t {\V1I of othars. What kind of people are ~o •.• 1. (HA, IT", H., it happened to th, 

'I ...... '.!E 1"" ,~.'" 0 I I',' ..... ~~ .1ll..D~ •• 

_.----- 
) "\','e h 'Idsou. , say in _ pi>uyer for both, ~!!i! tUrn that choo. __ _ ~ 

So,1161:" I 

-. . . , " 

http:nlone~'l1ho!.lo
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OUTSIDE LOOKING IN 

!1Cuns Of YesteryoClr' And Guns 
Of 'l'oday" 

By Bob Monn 

It seems like only yegterday 

this 11 ttle Italian Kid from 

etKlyn N.Y. (P~rk Slope) made 

those trips to Russla~.Two Big 

ones ... This article is not the 

v" h" 
true story, for those of' ;';'5 i\werc 

thcre •••• Some of uS arc alive, 

others have died, and others 

were small children, old 
I 

adults,. and Norwegia.ns of all 

AgtH3~ .•• my prayers"sre always 

'.... ith them~ •• 

Russia was our Ally, but 

were they? The nlght of all 

!lights, being docked in 

i1urmansk, this little sailor 

(me) was standing on that 

Gangplank on DUTY, with !l "'0.+5 It 

dock was ona Russiam Soldier••• Wa 

. ' 

to fir~ their guns'jn tht:ir own defen~e 
while dOcked at MUrnlnu$k, where the 

wlJl speak about their voyages from 4 ~[~%;lJt~~~~:~~~~~.~~r~~j~ place tooay. Five Murmunsk veterans 
(, p,m, to 6 p,m, nt the Seamen's Chureh 
· JrJstilutc at 241 Water St, MMnattalk 

The sc-ssio-n will honor membeNi oi 
the Nu\'al Armed Guard, wh() Mlped 
protect the merchant ships while they 

.... were under '!'Illy. • . .' ' : - " 

' 

States 
few 
played 
circle 
ernmel1t. 

"It was 

a vital 
Union'in 

" • 
,the"Unlted 
Academy; a 

an jneh~round
the Sovl ei gcW-
, "/ 

"di(!;~;;'i!;~~'~~~r. ,.
'0, 

forgotten.
'.' , 

',' 	Gcrmnmi sometimes mnde doten! of 
raids in a day. '. 
, "tt was a terrible feeling not to be 

· able to fire back and to be' under their 
IlU~r\'ision,". he '$aid at Saturday's 
ceremonies at the ncndcmy, in Kings 
Point. L.t 
"In 1985, en the 40th anniversary'of 

,the ."Great Patriotic WUI'," th~ Soviet 
Union awarded medals to partido 
pantS. CanadianS and Australlims got 

seamen ',~is·" theirs.' Amerieans were C{l(WcnienUy 

Catching up ~. ,· 	 ' Aller a multi·year tiJ;ht"the-medals 
.' ,,;are eoming, in sW,gcs.' S,aturday's cere

, mOlly.honored'the latest batch ()f 158 
,recipients, and aU tim mCl'('lHlnt sen
,me~ WhD fought and died in World 
Wartt "'~ .,. ~., ..---:,'.'.'. --.~ --"''' 
, A separate eelebration:'wUl take 

'Veterans the_run rem<!mner the 
shrJeking Ardic wind, the never·end
lug sound of depth charges exploding 
day in and day out, in ceaseless, des~ 
perate andIoften rutile attempts to 

BroQklyn:,native, Mlkc"'J\folinari 
joined the unit so' he 'could nght in 
WorJd War It He. recalls how, be 

. found out about Murnumsk: ,, 
Boarding- the liberty ship Atldrew 

~eep t~e, U·boa~ at ..bay, ana: the; Carnegie; he was wid by the depart
&ereammg ~ives, bombs ~nd bUi,lets (}f!t. ing crew, '~You'n be sorry:'Yeu know 
Nazi ~mbers-' ,. ,", ;;' ";'~:"". where you're going? 'YOtt'rc going to 
• A:~rl\lmg at Munnansk brought little. Munnansk, Russia." , _. 
rellcf. ", t, . " ',' " '·Wbere the hell is thnt?"'Mollnari" 
I For Be:rn,le Flatow, 65, of Floml asked., '. " ,. .' '. ~ 
Park, Quee~s. the images of if people "You'll find out," they laughed .. 
stiU crushe;d under the' stolid gray Molinari (lid and he survived to tell 
~an<1 ol',Stalinism 'v.:i11 never rad~. '. ".the tale - which he'll do today at the 
; He sal~ ~he HUSSla~$ were so'str:1ct ;>-~eaman's Church Institute event. . ~~.. 
tha~,the)' .dld not even'allow the Alhes:.· The, ~vent Is open to the public,'. . . 	 I. ....... _.. ~- .. - .... ,~",#~, 1.'_.... 


cal~' gun on hls ri'!;ht hip •.. Eelow and on that 

on our Ship, the thoys on guard duty below; 

fer the approach Gangplank ( A ladder to get on board this Liberty S~ip).It 

seems one Radio Operator did drink his free Water Glasses of Vodka{Unclcs Joes 
. us I 

Govt. approved firewater) ( each of",:t"cceivod throe free drinks-Vodka Style). 'fhls 
. 	 I 

SF!. 110r (Arr:erica!1) Has so Drunk nnd thoy wore trying to brIng him home aboard 

(his fallow shipmates) but this Russian SOldior would not let him corne uboard 
\\ 	 I it: 

because he lost hIs pass. 6A pass to seel a I"rozen plece of land, nnd people,. , 

Russk'::'os" who put butter on, their boots" at~ sugar squaroS7 ~oMpll:nonts of 

http:S~ip).It
http:Norwegia.ns


this 45 MM gun was taken out of its holster, ane pointing at this Busski. 

and still saying, Nyet Comrade ( NO! Frlend-D'rlend of What) until this 

American' sailor was inches away frob th:ts RUssians head, but that gun 

(45) was pOinting at his forhead, ahd soon it was inches away from his 

face, a:i.d this sallor was going tc bo something, that God alone cot:.ld 
I 

do, to pull that <' trigger and blowl anothor Human Baing Away •• : (Typical 

of our inner Cities, and Man, Man M~n mentality). With my eyes leoking 

<straight into his( Ruskie Baby) he iet the Sailor come aboard his own
I 

AMERICAN Ship •• We 
« 

brought Supplies to holp an Ally, but did we really, 

help? Did we MAKE Thone Russians tor poworrU.l , too to-:.:.chy J too Big 

for their BrItches, and then make them partners (this CoED Top Bannas.
I 

in the United Nations) •• Hhat 8: waste and shaMe ••• 
< 

) I 
This wrl tel', proved one thing way back then, lIyou fight }I"ire 

with Fire~ an'd we see America.n KidS\ today, Mostly Black, mostly Marginal 
,,

mostly influonced by so-called B1acf Leaders, ~he Likes of Jackson, 

and Bro. Al'tBabytlSharpton, who are doing more hal"Ifl to excite, and bring 

on this War of the Epidermis due tolthat pigmentation of skin, and tho 
I

g'.ms these kids aro using ovar and Over again, killing one another, 

and not knowing their children, and their children and thOir children 

will not be born••.• here in the Land of The froo •• is a pure waste of 
. I 

Human llf,e for' i'uture Americans to be born here in America. 

The time has corns, as this!wI'lter put words on paper to our 
i 

FO!'IreI' Preside~t, and noW' to our Pr~sont Presldent, Mtt. Bill Clinton, 

I 
to out' Present Gov .. Mario BABY Cuomo,CRlmE;"Building Jails and the DeathI ~ - 
Penalty is not the Answer': ( All fI~dla in N.Y. Roc td a. Cop},,) 

There is only ~e Solution. J. to a~l this killing, and crim .' on 

ou~ Streets in this Nation..• qri,~","~JlS actuallY lose their RIGHTS. They
I -----, -

. are no LongoI' Citizens, and they pay tr:cir own Way. ~.Eona Fide Taxpayers 
~i ; 

no longer have to Pay;••• NAFTA deals 'with Foreign Trade •• NAF1'A Should 
, 



-

II 

't' .._. tt. t,; , .n... 

. . "., ,,".," "",." ,".,,' r··· ....." " .. ,,,.......... 
. , 
, I.
. I be used to· make"B Deal with Mexico, re havo not a BASE for soldiera,but 

r we rent soma land, give each prisoner a blanket and we have only o~ 
'\ ~ r 

PRISON, in the Down Medico WUli the iword would sproao quickly, I1COOr. 


IT MAN, THEY WILL SHIP YOU OUT, TAKE YOUR HIGH':'S AWAY, AND YOU ~lUST PAY 
, I 
, ' 

YOUR OWN WAY •••• l'ulN, '-!AN, j'ulN•••.EVEN TO EAi' ONE BREAKFAST YOU M:JST PH 
I 

FOR, I':' ... '~HE j,ONEY TNEY WOULD HAVE lAID POR us IN ':'HE STA'IES, CAN NOW 


BE USED FOR F'UTDRE HEALTH PLA1lI; HOUSING, AND CREATING 'J'HOSE NEEDED JOBS,

I 


AND YOU KNOW WH,\T, ~!AN • fIIAN.,. WE CAN GET A CHANCE TO OWl/ OUR OWN HOI<'.E .. 

That 1s ana gun, that thissailor ever tock out of a holster,
I 

and ne.ver held u gun !on my ~and again, "and at that time with tho war,, 

this sailor could have 

.. 

, 



Vieto%" Mino 
Wading River, New York 

November 15, 1993 12t '15 I., 
(Conn., Visit "Hh Grandchildl 

OUTSIDE LOOKING IN 

" Take Those BUnkers Off kd See The Whole Periphery. 

I By Bob Menn(pen) 
, 

The Super Bowl (Football) is not eVen here, but Pro Basketball 
I 

8.nd Pro Hockey are pushed into our ea~s and eyes by the various media, and 
I 

Baseball is allover with the World S~ries ( and we don't even really know 
I 

who won that on~. Then we collegiate football end each school actually thin. 

New York City, to Statehood Qr Commonwealth. They want mOre free-bees, 

, 

they are Nu~ERO UNO. 

Over 30,000 people who are Puerto Rican had 
I 

a chance to vote in 

as 
I 


and still be a commonwealth. This writer would like to see the State of 
I
Israel become OUr 51st., stete. After all they are our true friends, ourI ' 

ally, and the only true Democratic "!~ation, which in the middle eighties
I ' 


signed a Military Pact with the U58. A., and never before in our Nations 
. I ' 

rhistory, has such a pact been signed Ibetween t countures. One must 

consider tr.e fact, that the' United States does give that State Of Israel 
I
around 3.5 Billion dollars a year. Wouldn't it be nlce, that they come OVer 

here, and then we blow up that area, and from that moment, let the Arabs 

settle the1r 0'\1111 differences •. 

The next step, by taking thosei B1;nkcrs off, that we move the 

United Nations out of New York, and just like the OlympiCS, it 1s 

moved to another country every four years, and by doing that, these 

two-bit nations will get their pieceIof that pie" and eliminate all this 

Ethnic dOi~gs, in and around our f.1~ city of New York. If this is 
I 


to be accomplished, we must train our children from the third grade on 

to be in that Diplomat Corps, and trull 
I know and understand each .nd every 

country in that United Nations, and nCot just seected by the pol1 tical pa~ 
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, . 

which is 1n that White Hou,., Oval Office on Penn.. Street, in Washington, D.C. 

To do all the above, these children must know that countries culture" 

language, food habits, and any customs or traditions they live by and 

strive for ••• 1 t will be just basic principles, in adjusting to these. 

count~l:es involved in Keeping Planet Earth in Orbit, for future generations 

to be born. 

We have offered a certain section of Russia over ~50 million dollara 

to not seU those missles to other warfaring nations .. They have refused, 

and ere hold.ing out to the best bargaining offer from other naUons., 

We heve over four thousand Iraq$ from the Desert Storm conflict, end, 
each one of them have received over seven thousand each .. , and not one em::!! 

to our American Vietnam Veterans who ~ore that Uniform, and returned home to 

be treated like second class citizens" and were offered ••. ZILCH••• Nil ••.••. 
I

1'hese same Vietnam Veterans, should be our new Task Force in the making,. and 

assist in the policing in our Nations effort to eliminate crime. They have 
, 

at least another twenty ~ears of life, and we Veterans of World War , 11, wtl~ 

be long gone., They will be in another Uniform•. and only have a walkie Talkie 
I • . 

and assist in our. inner cities, our highways and by ways, and by doing that 

we ca~ make that wrong a pure Right. It has been said, HFrom all. the ~~, 

there has to be tha t one good ~ We can turn thi s country ar~l,lIId and seek the t, 

Petriotism we had 1n the past••••. 

Our Oval office in Washington is pointing that finger on 8 former 

enemy, North Korea,. and demanding theY, the Kore~ns do not do nucl~8r ~estin.g 

What all Americans should know, is that we have over 20, thousand ~erican8 

in c~iform, in South Korea. 

We actually know, that Japan, 8 former enemy" owns nearly 36_ 
, 

of 

.America., but England, owns nearly 67_, and this writer feels, that 
\\" ly 

country calls the Shots here in New York and elewher8~ 1n this land celled 
IAmerica •. 
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Speaking of ~ngland, President Clinton in his campaign promises 


had vowed he would allow one man, a member of the IRA, and known to be 


• terrol.ta, to come to the United State., and talk to another Elite 

. "Irish Mafia Leaders~' . butllngland will not let Ireland go, and will 
not allow thi s man' to speak here this year.: .. ' 

When we think of the past, and those American Indians who were here 

first, and have land in the Black Hills of Dakota, and were offered again 

by the United State ''' €r '+50 million for that lnnd, but these same Indians 

told us loud and clear, uKeep Your Money, we want that land for ourse!vest! 

Maybe it seems like only yesterday, these same Indians were forced to 

speak English, forced to dress like Americans, and forbidden to speak 

their native tongue .. We h~ve only to look for those Latinos, who actually 

forced America. to assume those forced Bi-lingual programs in our American 

schools througf)Put this land •. In Calforni';, there Qre about 22 Bilingual 

programs for all these marginal students~ 

In this present time here in the '90's, right 1n New York City, 

they are trying to eliminate that so-c.lle~ nigh School Diploma, • 

Regents Exams, and substitutir.g n<.>ld work, projects and the 11ke, 'and 

producing even from the Fifties,_ Mediocrity at its best •. Millions of 

dollars and Federal Funding for projects, programs, and any alternative 

to move these marg1nal students to come up to par; w1th other students 

has been nil~ Why? Parents heve yet to reinforce the efforts of the schools 

and the schools are asked to do too much ••• "Total LivingV "hile parents 

blame the schools, . for they as parents have fa1led their own ch1ldren. , _. . 
'~ " . 

Put the Blame on Mame, and that buck st1l1 1s passed back and forth. 

Maybe, before Joe P. Kennedy, became the Ambassador to Englan~ 

he said it so best: "How can "X" number of people' 1n America'., fe,a!} the 

entire World •• ~ It is all there, take those bllnkers off and ~come 
, 

ved 1n our Nst,1.ons future, and forefathers dream of, "Pursuit of heelIen«' 

K~' \\\\(1~3 

http:terrol.ta
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October I, 1993 
, 

ML Victor Mino 
Box 69R 
Wading River, NY 11792 

De,r Mr. Mino. 
., 

Thank you for expressing your concerns about the growing Crime problem in our nation, The 
first duty of any government is to try to keep its citizens safe, and President Clinton is: 
dedicated to this crucial challenge, He and his staff bel~eves that we calloot ~~ and we must 
not -- permit another generation of Americans to grow up in fear. 

, 

President Clinton has introduced a comprehensive crime bill that wBi be a major beginning to 
a long-term strategy to. protect Oltf families against vi"oIent crime. Within thiS' bill. President 
Clintoll will support more funding for local law enforcement so that we can hire more pollee 
officers to patrol our neighborhoods and bolster effectlve communitive based policing . 
techniques. President Clinton atso suppOrtS the Brady SiH. which iitillldates a five-day 
waiting period for handgun purchases In order to allow police to determine if the potential 
purchaser is a criminal or is prohibited form buying a gun for any other reason, This 
proposal will help keep firearms off the streets and out of the hands of criminals, without 
restrJcting the rights of legitimate gun owners. 

Although President Clinton supports long sentences and tough punishments for serious drug 
and violent offenders, he believes we must give first time, nonviolent offenders a second 
opportunity 10 become decent citizens. President Clmton aiso beheves in imposing 
nontraditional punishments such as assignment to drug treafmeIH or work programs, to 
community service, and to boot camps that can provide discipline. training. and treatment for 
many youthful nonviolent offenders to reform themselves" However. he also supports reform 
for dealing capita! punishment crimes by limiting appea~s and by providing proper 
representation. '. 

Be assured that President Clinton is committed to passing a crime bill that wiH give 
Americans the freedom from fear that is essential to our nation's security and prosperity, 
Once again. thank you for your interest and support. 

Sincerely. 

Dee De. Myers 
Press Secretary 



!<~s. Cf.t~ u.f!; f/.y$rs. ?resiS S"Ol"c.t.ary. 

'f~6 ;,::1.h E~'~",£ 


k;;.!d'io~'"::on, D.C. 


':'h~nk you ~() 

'"'"Q \? "'( .<,'\-J  my l~tte:r l"t'tc'e on 1(;/13. 

Y,s. 1 too "':ar.t !';r • .'::111 Gl1nton,J~, \"1'" 
to ;""VC'C!!~~t and };opu ;;.nd d:'~"l.ttS-t t.'1at ho too, 
\'111 9" d.,'11n 01/$ ~~\(;;tJ;'!r, "1:-:", 'i'rl!::ddent As 

'::,:!"id L":lCe:r~' (.~jer,:,\y ~:;:,rr.:'1 1964). 

A!: a c.!'vel4-o,"'r. ;n:j lrno-..:1.ng ..'here 
I am ;oinr., ... ~~nt you, ....r.rl -<:,h~ ",~t.l~e' \.1l-,j~." \'.Ol:.SO!' J"drr,1nt~tl'at1o!', know t.lo;is acothel" 
L"fth,:md(l;l' , '..1111 rf'.od l)~t'w~an thOf.~ 1i~e!'!:J work for our ?res1df>nt fC)r or.. (~l.eO) 
dollar :l :·i"! ....r. ;t:'l':l h~l? 611;nj~'HI,:t" t~_~~(; ti~ad('\~ '1..-Hh nob flole:. u (P.ut::1.;-.ds CT':l) :"If' t~'·I'Hl. 
d>lYs W:H!:!'1 Ronal:.:! ?:::;1r;~r: ,:0:5 ·:leet~~ J 7E' 0' i;~1.1. ~o1d';t.h no..' i,n the P.iE 1.114i!uelS ~ 

At tr.lt t;!:",,';J ...~oo~ old 'i':it:, t>;~ug:-.t :!~ "';1'.5 TU!!tlir"y 1.h, c{';uotlj. 11k"! ~ny child !fU1l•• 
Zcb n~lt1 is l'lC-'<' pls.y1nr, "'l'lt For 'l'&.t~ 

'tiith (,11 U"., 'Wonderful rroAte:r1al 
yen pr'"st'lnt"d in :mur let,tO'l' J nrim~ hi] 1, and l'tp,,",o6.1tl proCrAm~ for theao offondeTa. 
ann J"e'::ent H,yor tl!' D~C~ et!e1~1n~ Nnt....cn::l.l r'lu.rd ~~lp. (ri1ad Bill r:ot out or tha,t ono). 
t~e boot en..'tp co:r:'1C~Y"t 1$ !'1.ne, bt:t H sh:,:uld be fot' ~ r.'I'.oinl r,roup, t,~at eould holp 
out jn 
in th~~ 

't'"y V1H'fd on of D Nl!Il: '!i.zk fo('clt 

c;Jr I~:r'c.y't ",,",,,,,(l.,.1TG".4W<~n t.n1o wri'••r'. urol..lJ:o<t. 
wo had a h\~ !lllclJ:k...Jr.alto4 UGlJ.IJg'" ia ilt",e.rica. '~h. 1oroolng of j)1ta:rl ;i~ur, tho l~#le1nat1on 
of ?rI!J3icieot. ;a..xoo, ar.o. the la::rt one (for the Task Force Abovo). Tho coming no.tio or 
Vie t.;1am ~l:I!t~.n;.nt::. ·"i.u::.' cWtLlC h¢r'.Q "W lllch, "l~ t.~· ......tvd Lik. ",.OQnr.! class clUzor.s. 

)/I,'1th N1Xt)n, in thfl eyes or the 
;..'Odd • .:>.nC t!-_~so tl;~.rC'. vt"lJ"ld nntit'n~ j'..tet ll\\tt;:-ed o.t uc, 100 ~w Bill Clinton, has to 
GO o\'~r ar,d above :in solvln~ tho W'r?og OIl!' natiNl h,d to faoe with that resiginat1on. 
'..:ith the V:i6t.nam. Vet$rans. our A.'lsrioan Youth had not!oil'lf, l.rt to 1.ook u? to. Aa -on. 
who nerved in w~11, I did look u~ to ~~ V6t~rans. W~ cam homo. the youth looked up 
to U$.~ •• V!et!'Ja.!f., s.:tys 1,1'. a.D., Wit then lost Vehrai:'!1!1 ther., and Amerioan Youth l1ke 
many atrJere -:f t."'llt ..,raj. and to1ay 1\9 \.,.11 h::we turnltd "w~y from our Am,rlcan Sys.tem. 

I ha.vlS tried to eat those Vietnam 
Veternns oillions OV1ll" thll!l jfG.II.rs. to shape them up, Ret them back into the main suaan ~ 
for th()y have a e:ood nwnbor of YIt~r3 left ( 20 would be a good gU6U). b#ctluse we Vet8~<" 
of 1.\"'11, \>1111 be long gon6. T'noy arG <lnd should be that now task toroo in the making, "~'oaring ,-notl'.or lmifo:ntt. no guna. and juct a walki. tak1e and ast1sIt in tho policing. '$ 
Art101es enclosed to holp St;')lvG, Dementia and fer.ign dcingt;. 

http:notl'.or
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http:l:I!t~.n;.nt
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~ A ~ l\l1IdI " 
V;U lJVj OeJ(!!5 a~ ~ 
"-, &I@$I~
"OlYmpl~.Qm Team And Futu~. 

Collegiate Sport. 
"War On Crime: Building Jail. and 

Death Penal ',ty is Not Tha Answer" 

"The Ey•• 'Of Tho Nation Looks 

Towards Tho City Of New York" 


If A New Reverend In The Making" 

"Tower Bomb And Where The U.S. A. 

Must (10" 


"Minorities: ·Get Your Act Together 
and Be American" 

\ 


OUTSIDE LOOKING IN . 

""Crime Pays For More Job. And a •• lt: 
Planstt' 

By 60b Monn 
"New York: » Let UB All Se Racist 

And Bigots For one Day'Only" 
"Exercise For What?" 

"Yes terday 3 f new;." Todaytt 

r'How 	 To Avoid Ptosis (Visceral) and· 
ThosfI Gr-8;vltal Bl~lhs'" 

I·Want Good COll'jpl~xion ..r~€,grn To 

B~eathon 


'tDo You Re::llly Want T? Play 
Tennis,?n 

n Wr~9Plng with elv Onim" 

uHere a Deficit .. There A Dertelt'" 

ItThe He and SJ:-..~ or "it All-Soys 
ara born at I,l Dissdv!tr,to.ge 't 

ttWhat f>!Bkes You Happy?lt 

'tyou, Your Job at:o Your Fnmilylt 

"Without El;,}'t,or There :'9 No Luughter 
and No Purpose i11 Pei!lg" 

ItTake Those Bltn:<erB Off and See The 
Whole Pel:'ii'heryl' 

It My Hords'~ 

~Vi6tnam Veterans-The Country Owes 
You one~ 

"Basic Physio Cures All" 
~ Open Letter To Jesse Jackson" ~~D'~The Cure For The Co~~on Cold~ 

ItA ~()~.! Focus On Aids" Vic 
Bob

nA Donkey Setse: 1s :Ieeded This 1/9/90Na tlvity Sea spntt 

"The Right To Right. And 

• Ther .some" 
•Un-American Doings In L.A • • 
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Victor Mino 
W.ding River" New Lork 
October 25, 1992 

OUTSIDE LOOKING IN 
By oob 11enn(pen) 

1tCampa1gn '92: "Three Lefties Who have Rights Seek The Presidency" 

Never before in our N"ation ts history, do we have three qualified 

candidates who are" ',Lef'thanded and have rights to seek that Oval 

office, in the White Rouse. It is time, that the.e three SOUTHPAW NEN, 

get the feeling of being Leftout.,. 

It waS only a few years ago, this writer, and lefthander wrote an 

article re: Ollie North ( a:1other Lefty) I conoerning 1 H'LPSR.4..GTIVITY AND 

TEE LAEELING OF LEFT::A£'TDERS, in wtich a noted authority. who actually did 

the handwriting ana'lysis c!' the Adolf Hitler pe?ers, actually tried to 

decipher the handwriting of I>fr~ Ollie North. This God like figure rr.er:tioned 

that :forth was a egoraniac, blsh, blah, and never once 1'l':ent::"oned he 14'11S 

le2thanded .. What a shame a.nd what a waste. 

There are ethers out there, who have applied their own research 

on Leftha~ders. They ~ention, ~efties, are mora suicidal J are poor readers, 

t~eir bra~n is on a different hemisph~ret are eit~6r great athletes or 

just ?lain !tClut2.~ and tqe rest of it. 

We had so many great rr.e~ who were Lefties, and one that comes to mind 

1s the late Albert Ei~stein.~.and the list goes on. In reality, Lefties 

are more creative, have depth and perception J are qble to read betnesn the 

!ines, are able to see things, that o~her eyes do ~ot see, have a feeling 

and consideration of ethers, and with Vision are able to put it al\L~~ 

together here on planet ea rth. r\'J 
::he true Lefth.",der is the only disadvantaged, and second c:ass \t1(f 

citizen, in this Right only land of ou~s. In a taw dayS, only one LSFTY 

will enter that t,";hite House.'I1::e R':g!1t :-nay vote,. but a !..e.ft wi.ll be In....... 
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Victor M100 
'" 

Wading River, Nov York 
December 14, 19'13 

Or,. J.)um{l!l6k:i Office 1l:A~r'1. 

OUTSIDE LOOKING III 

.t1}J.A5:3!' : It's That Ti mil or The year" 

B)' l.\ob ..:enn (pen) 

lIt snort ti::H3. tuat Beallliful the oftn" year hac <:0100 upon Wl••••All tbat 

hu.a:Uo, busool t ilhopplJlg horn, shopping thoro ll11d dri'liag ori)uud in thoiHl cnrs t 

liku their tile only onen Oll the; rond •.•• D.Hd to U\.hUL'O, lIno a.ro old, ti..,rQd. and 

just. ot.Ngglir.g by I 1!lnking cnda mc~t, lookuliJ uAck tJ that p,oot, when tnoso W'.,lUderful 

yearn of $eeiog their olin children t;rowing up, a.d tHose precious memories of raising 

11 tami" and low and Lenold, it is U:e lIinotiaa. chldren are gIlOW, chlldrenpf tLeir 

own, but taoao memorleo are 6. till thero* •• ~ i'HI llftUOppinC l.:egin;l itM teara no~ h/. 

1;,,0 heart swalln, Q,1,d darn it aU, hore eeailn ill those ,C'1:rlstruw81ues .... Juat seeiug 

all t:,otJo Y,}\J Jig fn.'litiCIl, lo.ug:'1i.flt; 0,: \;<le outsldB, IIhito poor li~.t1e Grandpa, Gru.'ldllB. 

or even Unclo Loaio, eet those blueo ••• becau8o t~ooo happy years and tiUlen nre no 

L.>nCer r.ero.HSo the hcnrt in Or-ling on tLO inside, a;:d tU.H!in& all thoec idiotG all 

ovor the roado. of our naUon, having no concorn fvr ot.Jcra, ruan hora aad .ruth. thore 

tiI'O~~tllol"g !dOro aeldoniO, and. hav~ no rcglll'd for oti)ors, for they lIIust buy that 
." ,,\ ? 

on!,'! lit.tle Slttt] gift for AUnt Bertha or yOUi:1g 'l'():umy.~ •• a.nd. it dOBII't ,noun oue 

iota, t.hat the UU'lin .reason, we ceLebrate ihio ;~avUy, ia because our 	h"ed 
Ol'v 

.;esuo. Christ W!i& born Oil this Xt Hal'H3 Evo .. o .. 

'rlle Sloruo are no cu:nmcrclai, 80 out of Hun OVOn for a poir of shoe laces, 

OliO person h8PP~. ~ .. Xt in all a shame and 8. vasto. that w let oursolves becoma 
! .hvolved just bcca:..so•it 

Vic Nino rt! 
Dob Mann-writor 
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March 9, 1994 , 

The Honorable Donna Shalala 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
200 Independence Avenue, S. W. 
Washington, DC 20201 

Dear Secretary Shal.la: 

We share your goa) of reforming the nationjs welfare system to help parents gain a 
strong foothold in the job market. At the same time, however, we are deeply coneemed that 
the Administration's welfare reform plan may jeopardize an equally important goal: 
promoting the full and healthy development of children. As the Administration's welfare 
reform plan takes shape. more attemion is needed to the welfare of children. 

As you know, children whose parents are receiving AFDC, like o~her Jow income 
children, are among those most at risk of deveJopmental delays and diminished educational 
achievement There is widespread agreement that. in order for them to thrive and succeed in 
school, they need the henefits of comprehensive, high quality early childhood programs. The 
Administration has recognized the value of a positive early childhood experience by 
committing to fully fund Head Start, It can do no less for AFDC children who do not have 
the opportunity to participate in Head Start but receive child care assistance through a 
welfare-related child care program. It is our challenge to provide the hest possible child care 
for those who are still left behind. 

Welfare reform wU! place an increased demand for child care on a system that even 
now cannot ensure adequate and affordab1e quality care. Over the next several years, 
millions of poor children could be at even greater risk, and the nation could face a new set of 
inequities: 

• 	 More chlJdren could be in unregulated care provided by untrained and 
unsupervised caregivers; 

• 	 More working poor parents could lose their child care subsidies when states 
shift Child Care and Development Block Grant funds to cover child care for 
AFDC families; and 

• 	 More parents could have their employment jeopardized because of unreliable 
child care. 

continued ... 
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Adequate resources and an improved infrastructure must be in place in order to 
ensure that these children have access to quality child care. Any welfare refonn child care 
initiative which supports children must include a number of key provisions: 

• 	 Consistent standards must be in place to ensure the healthy and safe 
development of children regardless of the funding source for their child care 
assistance. 

• 	 The state match requirement for AFDC child care must be lowered 
substantially. If this is not done, many states will continue to pay only for the 
poorest quality care and some may even shirk their responsibility to infonn 
parents of their guarantee of child care assistance. 

• 	 The federal government must set minimum payment levels that are based on 
the market rate of child care. Some states use the child care disregard for 
child care for working parents receiving AFDC. It allows parents to disregard 
their child care costs from their income for the purposes of detennining 
eligibility for AFDC. Since the disregard is capped at rates which are well 
below the market cost for child care and requires parents to pay for child care 
out-of-pocket, it does not allow parents to access quality care. The current 
child care disregard should be eliminated and replaced by contracts and 
vouchers for care or, at a minimum, the disregard should be required to reflect 
market rates. In addition, states should offer other payment options to AFDC 
parents who work. States should also be prohibited from imposing statewide 
limits on reimbursement rates which allow states to pay considerably less for 
child care than what it costs in a community. Finally, states should be allowed 
to establish rates above the 75th percentile of the market to expand families' 
child care choices. 

• 	 States should be required to provide infonnation to AFDC families about their 
guarantee to child care assistance and appropriate counseling about the child 
care options in their community. 

• 	 In light of the pressures that increased demand for child care will place on an 
already stressed child care system, new funds should be available to help states 
improve the quality and build the supply of child care. Funds could be made 
available by making efforts to improve quality and build supply as allowable 
administrative costs for AFDC child care and the"At-Risk" Child Care 
Program and by establishing a set-aside for quality on the "At-Risk" Child 
Care Program. 

continued ... 
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We are also concerned about the availability of child care for low-income working 
families who are struggling to remain independent of AFDC. In order to make work pay, it 
is essential that a welfare refonn initiative provide child care assistance to these families as 
well as retain the guarantee of transitional child care assistance for families receiving or just 
moving off AFpC. If new child care assistance is to be offered to low-income working 
families through the "At-Risk" program, the state share must be minimal. Particularly given 
a growing need to provide child care to AFDC families, states will be hard pressed to match 
child care dollars targeted to the working poor. 

As more parents participate in work programs and their children require child care, 
major new federal resources and leadership are essential. Without positive federal 
leadership, the children who are most in need of quality early childhood experiences will 
continue to receive the most minimal child care. 

An Administration committed to the goal of ensuring that every child enters school 
ready to learn cannot be committed to a welfare program that ignores the issues that affect 
quality and places our poorest children in potentially hannful and unstimulating child care 
situations during their most important developmental years. 

Sincerely yours, 

American Academy of Pediatrics 
American Association of Psychiatric Services for Children 
American Association of University Professors 
American Federation of Labor-Congress of Industrial Organizations 
American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees 
American Orthopsychiatric Association 
American Planning Association 
American Public Health Association 
Bread for the World 
California Child Care Resource and Referral Network 
Camp Fire Boys and Girls 
Carnegie Corporation of New York 
The Center for Career Development in Early Care and Education/Wheelock College 
Center for Women Policy Studies 
Center on Effective Services for Children 
Child Advocacy Project of the PreSbyterian Church (USA) 

continued ... 
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Child Care Action Campaign 
Child Care, Inc. 
Child Care Law Center 
Child Welfare League of America 
Children's Defense Fund 
The Children's Foundation 
Committee for Children 
Community ~utrition Institute 
Early Childhood Policy Research 
Ecumenical Child Care Network 
Family Focus 
Family Service America 
Far West Laboratory of Educational Research and Deve]opment 
General Board of Church and Society of the United Methodist Church 
High/Scope Educational Research Foundation 
International Ladies' Gannent Workers! Union 
International Union of Bricklayers and Allied Craftsmen 
Intemationai Union, United Automobile Workers 
Lutheran Office for Governmental Affairs, ELCA 
MADRE, INC. 
NA'AMAT USA 
The National Association for Regulatory Administration 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
National Association for the Education of Young Children 
National Association of Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies 
:National Association of Commissions for Women 
National Association of State Boards of Education 
National Black Child Development Institute 
National Caucus and Center on Black Aged, Inc. 
National Center for Children in Poverty 
National Center for the Early Childhood Work Force 
National Committee to Prevent ChHd Abuse 
National Community Action Foundation 
National Conferenee of Black MayorS 
National Council of Churches 
National Council of Jewish Women 
National Council on Family Relations 
National Federation of Business and Professional Women 

continued ." 
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National Network of Runaway and Youth Services 
Parent Action 
Quality 2000 
School Age Child Care Project at the Center for Research on Women, Wellesley College 
Service Employees International Union 
Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority 
United Cerebral Palsy Associations 
United Church of Christ-Coordinating Ccnter for Women In Church and Society 
USA Child Care 
Virginia Association for Early Childhood Education 

The Woman's Convention Auxiliary, National Baptist Convention, U.S.A., Inc. 

Women's Legal Defense Fund 
YWCA of the U.S.A. 
Zero to Three/National Center for Clinical Infant Programs 

ce: Mary Jo Bane, Assistant Secretary for Children, Youth and Families, HHS 
David Ellwond, Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation, HHS 

c:Bruce:Reed?Deputy Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy, 
The White House 
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THE PRESlDENT OF UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON DC 20510 

From: Kevin Lat 

8 Park Plaza City Plaea Box 246. 

Boaton Ma 02116~ 


Dear Mr. PRESIDENT 

tn the Dec.30.1992. We gave the Family Child Care Center Plan. Now we 

would Uke to submit OUf perfect an idea for OUf plan to you. 

OUr an Idea:: The people will see the creation of jobs. Increased tax revenue 

for goverment, the Welfare Recipiens whot have to volunteer get out tbe Welfare 

systems. The U!lemployment rate wU11owe&t. 

We are business people who. have an fdea that we trust will help OUf Country. 

~Theret()re. upon your revIew. we will ask YOB see us. 

Very truly yours 

Kevin Lal 

f 

I 



.. 

FLORIDA ATLANTIC UNIVERSITY 

P.o. sox 3091: 
BOCA RATON. FI..ORIDA 334:31·0991 

OEPARTMENT OF f'Ol.lTICAL SCIENCE 
(407) 367·3210 
FAX: (40n 387·2744 

Deal:' Kevin and David: 

'I11anks for your letter of Januaty 7 and the copy of your 
pro?:Isal. It is particularly tirrely becat:Se Bill Clinton was one 
of the leaders anong the governors in Congressional passage of 
the Family SUpport Act of 1988 whicii. now requires state govern
rrents to offer child care f.o \<."elfare recipients who enroll 
in job training programs. Clinton is comnitted to ."'''palming th', 
program as president, and that will nea'1 even greater oppor
tunities for quality child care for the childJ:en of welfare 
recipients in job training. 

Your proposal raises at least two proble:rs .. hO\.."e~.rer, which 
you ought to bear in mind. 

1. I think it is a bad idea to make these child care programs 
exclusively for children on Y.'e:lfare. W;;: ~e the· first state in' 
the country through the El' program to require child care as a 
part of our ~l.fare-to-work effort, am it is very inp::n:"tant that 
these kids have a C;1ilriCC to get thGir preset.OCtl education wit.:.'1 
a variety of youngsters, sare of wha:n are neit.'1er p::or nor on 
welfare. That is not difficult to do i: one issues vouchers to 
the "",lfare fall1i1ies and helps them to find placem:mts in existing 
or expanded day care centers which accept al':: childre..'l.. 

2 .. universal child ca..~, or at least universal child care 

for the children of ~lfare recipierrts in job training programs I 


t,..,OI1't be cheap.. Right now-, Clinton is facing horrendous deficit 

problems, and. 11CW he balances tlie i~ 'to cut: the deficit w:it.'r't 

i.."tpJX'tant prioritie's Li.ke \\'elfal."e !.' rrn and child.care 'Will te 

one of his biggest challe.'1ges. )/\ J 


's/~a I~"I'A /1~ .' I[ Ii j.I (1\-' ,. I C S. '. /"-..-,' 

/ I 

Boca Aaion • For: Lauderdale" qSl- 0 * Palm BBach GardOIlS 
A Momber (If the State univofsilY System c~ Piufida 

An Affirmativff ActiOn/Equal Opportunit}, Ins/ltution 



Kevin Lal 
David Sax 


10 Kneeland Street 

Boston, MA 02111 

(617)~ 

".,.. ~~ll2 01 

January 7, 1993 

Fonner Governor Michael $, Dukakis 
Perry Street 
Brookline. MA 02146 

Dear Former Governor Dukalds, 

In the 1992 Presidential campaign, (In¢; of the most important issues that aU candJdates talked about was 
strong ~f.amily values, ~ In addition, Mrs, Clinton has indicated a strong desire to have the White House 
be a "voice" for the American children. We have taken these ideas and we have BOne on to the next step. 
which is to develop a plan that wilJ help to promote strong farnJly values for underprivileged childreo. 
Specifically, we havc developed: a plan that will: create jobs for Welfare recipients, tax revenue for the 
govcrruncnt, and most important. "family values" child care cenlers for preschool aged children, 

In 1988, we gave the idea to your presidenlial campaign, At that tim!!, you appeared to be interested in 
the concept and subsequcntly asked us 10 develop a plan. Now, ,,,;lh the new administration about to'take 
over the White House, and the American people calling for change, we have documented our plan and we 
have scnt it to President-elect Clinton in Washingt<m. 

In a brief overview, we hope to ronstliute a law where child care centers will be opened. These child care 
cenlers ""ill be geared speciflcaJly to the children of Welfare recipients. As part of the plan, we hope to 
put preschool aged children into these centcrs, and employ their parents as well. In effect. we expect to 
create tv.'o million new Jobs. Most of these jobs 'i\ill be created for Welfare recipients who, except for 
curren! child care responsibilities, are able to work. 

However. our plan doesn't end tbcrc, By implementing our proposal, we hope to stimulate growth in other 
Industries as well. Also, our expec!n.1ion, is tlull our plan wi!! be recci\o'ed in a popular u'lly by the 
American people. bcc.1USC they will sec {lult the government is taking actiQn to help the underprivileged 
people in a positive way. The American people will see Ihe creation ofjobs, increased ta'( revenue for the 
govomment. and the beginnings to good education and good educational values for young children. 

We have enclosed Ii copy of our plan and sincerely hope that you be able to review it, and possibly help us 
with our presentation to President..elcet Clinton. We are business people, who have an idea that we trust 
will help our oountty. In advance. we would like to tbank )'Ou for yuur time and consideration. 

Very truly yOUf'S. 

Kevin Lai David Sax 



Decemher 16, 1993 

Mr. Brut'" Reed, Depuly Direclor of 
Domestic Policy 

16(X) Pennsylvania Avenue N.W. 
W,,,hinglon, D.C. 21l51l0 

Dcar Mr. Reed: 

It was such a rcHef to read that something is in the works concerning "deadhead dads", 
have written to Governor Richards, Mayor Lanier, Prc,~idenl Clinton and the Attorney 
G::ncnlh; office concerning this ever growing problem. I fC!.:civcd a very comforting IcttL':f 
from each of them sharing my sentiments on the child support issue. Each leader seems to be 
waiting for the Government 10 enact more strength to the ~nforccrncm process. Well, thank 
God! 

I am not your usual "welfare hasher", I do believe in welfare for the needy. Needy being 
defined a" a specific amount of help. for a specific amount of time. not a lifetime. However, 
most people that are in this (.'ycle are not trying to get out. I do not want to confuse the 
poor parents that are trying, or !.he many who are looking for jobs, there arc some, hut very 
few, 

The Attorney General needs more case workers to find these "deadbeat parents·· and garnish 
wages, attack retirement benefits, personal property. etc, to sec that these children are cared 
for. Enclosed is a copy of a letter I wrote to an the major leaders listed in the first 
paragraph. Your suggestion of "Mandatory Work Programs" is a fantastic idea, (( you need 
an average citizen to supply information, or any lype of assistance 10 help in any way to gee 
!.his proce<;s enacted please, plea.'\c let me know. I also believe thal there are thousands of 
other women that would be more than happy to assist you and your task force, I can only 
speak from one a<;pect of the problem for their has n\!ver been a paternity issue with my ca<;c. 
I was legaHy married to my ex~husband and WE had three children. ~ow the authoritics 
canno! find him [0 make him pay his court appointed chHd support. We need help. ] am not 
on welfare, I havc applied for food stamps but none of this would be necessary if he would 
just pay his support. I hope if I am approved for the stamps. that the authorities will 
make him re;,nbur,e the ,tate. THE STATE 18 NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR FEEDING 
HIS CHILDRE~!H! 

Thanks for the sound off! 

Ros\! M. Nichols 

I 



()(;Iobcr 2R, 1993 

Mayor Boh Lanier 
City of Houston 
901 Bagby 
Houston, Texas 77002 

Dear Mayor Lanier: 

I am writing to whomever will listen. I am a single working mother of three, among 
millions of other women that arc waiting for some assistam:c rrom the Child Support Enforcement 
Agency, I have v.'TiHen to Governor Ann Rkhards, President SUI Clinton. and numerous other 
agencies within {he system. Unl'onunatclYj I cannot afford to hiro an attorney and the Gulf Coast 
Legal Foundation docs not accept child suppon enforcement cases. 

THIS IS MY STORY: 
Each day you hear tales from women talking about "dead heat dads", What a litle, it 

ulmost sounds cute, cule if you don't need food for your children, CUle if you don't need clothing 
for your children, cute if you nrc praying just to keep a roof over their heads. You sec I am not 
shopping at Macy's or Foley's and JUSt complaining because I can't go ther~ as oflen as I would 
like, I am overjoyed if my children just have food, forgel the four ba~ic food groups. 

Many night.. [ lie in tx..-d and pray that God will provjde me with enough time 10 pay a 
portton of my utlIilles just to keep them on. I know them arc agenclcs such a.<; AFDC. Income 
A';sistancc, and Food Stamps. hut a.... I mentioned hcfore i am a working mother, These agencies 
arc not for the working class. the idea is to slay home and collect whatever is free then you arc 
able to he classified as a welfare mom. Which seems to he the only way you can gel any 
assistam:c, Thcn~ is something wrong. terribly wrong with Ihis picture, 

Don't get the wrong impression I am nol one of lhose people that blame others for my 
troubles. all t am asking for is thai the "powers that be" enforce the laws that are "Iready 
in place. 1 have always hccn a working individual sometimes two jobs, I haw never heen on 
AFDC, rood Stamps. nor have I ever received any unemployment benefits. I know you arc 
probably saying well !bern are procedures 10 be followed, well I have gone to Ihe Attorney 
Genera1s Office filed aU the necessary papers and now I am listed as "in tbe system". Howc:ver 
111 the meantime, my house payment is two months in arrears, my car payment is duct my light 
hill is ncar CUI off. again, I am being sued by the Homeowners A~sodation. gelling conslanl 
letters from an agenc:y representing Southwestern Bell Telephone Company and all this while my 
ca."iC is "in the system II. 

Just for the ri!Cord. I am not one of those women that just happen to live with a man and 
just happen to have rnree children. I was married for sixteen years. My ex-hushand was a 
switchman for Southern Pacific Railroad. We lived a middle class lifestyle, however like many. 
many families we are victims to the drug of choice. After constant attempts to save anomer 
human being from destruction there came a time when enough was enough and I decided io 
salvage what we had left and attempt to give my kids their lives back, somewhat. 



• 


For the past year Of SO my ex~husband has disappear~d in HOUSTON, neighhors inform 
his family thnt they see him from time to lim~. howeva th~ authorities ~annot locate him. which 
is very odd since we are in the agt! of very sophistkut~d \,.'ornputt::fs. and database tikl'i with 
everything in them you could imagine. It 3hould n01 b<; impossible to locate" dead beat dads", 

Alright I have complained enough. now I wou1d like to make a suggestion for a solution, 
For the "dads" that have held a job long enough to be vested in a corporation why not deduct 
delinquent support payment, from thdr retirement benefits. I am not talking about duds or moms 
that arc tWO weeks. two months or even six months delinquent, r am referring to the dads that 
are years in arrears. I know this suggestion wiU gct complaints from various organizations. 
however, I wDuld like to know, why is it okay for other taxpayers to take care of my cx
husbands children. He should be responsibk for them, therefore money should come from him, 
he is not ili. he is a healthy, able-bodied, o",,(:r 200 lb, malt:, notic..: 1 did not say man! 

To give you some idea about how lhe system fails most women and children. my t!x
husband decided to take voluntary severance from his job at Southern Pacific Rnilroad receiving 
around $42,000.00. His wages were already being garnished through Hams County Child 
SuppOrt Offic~, however, they did not take any money out for child support nor did he voluntarily 
pay any - WHY -?? To somc it might scem that 1 am asking for somelhing impossible. Ixcaus-c 
the agencies stated that they have oVer 18,000 >:ase...;; on file with only a few (6) agents to handIt": 
{hI,; c.:a<;doad, again, WHY? We spend more time on animal nghts issues than we do with 
Am~ricars children "in the system"" 

Another suggestion, if for some rea.:'iOn tapping into rctircm<,;nr bcnetlts is considered 
UNCONSTITl)TION'Al, why not seIzc anvtbip~ of vatu!! j"U5UUJl): £awand auction it off the 
way they do drug ,kalers property and send it to the Attorney General's Child Suppon Fund, 
These suggestions only apply to dads that haw: worked, or that have something of value. the rest 
arc truly bums, and their children should bt; on AFDC because they nave nothing to contribute 
to their support, This small process of elimination would help the WELFARE SYSTEM 
considerably, It wouh.1 allow the governmcOl to finally rap into the strt."\!t drug d\:!alcf, you know 
the one's that arl.! in the 19-30 year old bracket. that drive ctlsmmiz:.::d BMW's and Mecct!des 
8(;n7, they all haw children, thl:Y all have children "in the system" "the welfare system". 

I know lhis letter will newr gt!t to President Climon, nor Gov¢rnor Richards or :lny of the 
othL"r powt:rs that be, and if it does it will be viewed as jus~ on~ among millions. But I hav-.: 
writt~n this letter a.-..; therapy tor m~ and a.~ a voic~ tor all other women across America that for 
.'.ome reason an.; invisible if YDU an:: a single, working, law abiding, taX paying, citizen trying to 

work for the AMERICAN DREAM. 

Sincereiy, ~ 

~ 1ite"J; y/¢U 
Ms. Rost! M. Nichols 
3415 Cn.:..::k Grove Drive 
Houston. Tt!xas 7706(; 
(713) 024-3767 

http:42,000.00


YOUTH ADVOCA TE PROGRAMS, INC. 
P.O. Box 950 • 1500 North Second Street 


Second Hoor 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 1'108 


(717) 232-7580 

December 7, 1993 

Me Bruce Reed 
Senior Advlsor 
Domestic Affairs 
White House 
1800 Pennsylvania Avenue, K W. 
Washington, O. C. 20006 

Dear Mr. Reed: 

( read a recent item from the Wall Street Journal (enclosed) and wanted to express my 
hope that the lax-exempt, not-for-profit sector of the job market not be excluded from the 
employment plans for welfare recipients. 

1have included an article by a Hunter College researcher which indicates the willingness 
and in many cases the effectiveness of the not-for-profit sector to recruit, employ and develop low 
income and welfare recipients. 

My own company which operates in eight states uses as a staff recruitment axiom that the 
deliverer of services (advocates) should have the same zip code as the recipient of services. 1 
have Included a general description of the programs we operate. 

I suspect that if community based human service employers were eligible for subsidies that 
a large number ofwelfare recipients could be employed and developed to provide significant and 
meaningful service in their communities. 

The "Social Networks" described by Kasinitz as essential to employment intertwine with 
tbe public and private human service sector, to exclude this resource would be a large waste. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Thomas L. leffers 
President 
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': Clinion Wants to Allow us,s~bsidies' .':',:- .... ;.~" ... : ... ,.",~.", ( ..~ .. ". -"" 

,f.c!r:J[irTrifThqlflire,W~~fq:!-~~eqpie1l:~s;, 

( : \ '''''' J~Y P~5Jt.el'ff; T1I9MA."·~, '" " ':}' . eco~(my':t:lftt,j()~ ~ubii~;~s}alo.ne :401(\ ~ r;;; 
~,S!nJf 1?"porW"oj.TII1';,:VAl,;.l"S,",:Rf.:T JOt;nl"A!" sufftce. to put welfnre: recipients to 'work I 
~ W~SH!NGTON -: ThcClI!HOnadmln!~;., nfter'two years. There are,now noout 1.5 

~ tratlon. ~ pa~1 of irs plnn to overbaul the •. mIllion people woo bave children over the 
natli)n's'wel!ar~ syslem, wants to allow' age'or six and have been on welfare for 

. government SIl~itliesJQr employers ~hO. , more than two years, according to ,con::" 
thlre wclfarl:Heelplent~ and ,w put albers .gTcllsionai researchers. "There will be 
,'In,!;: ~0.:n~u!i!ty,sel"V!ce work.,~ -'4' ~;~. some. ('Orp:m:nity'sen;lce jobs ,that need to ' 
,'¥ "PresJden~ CHh:on listed weUare refarm I ,be creutedo:there's no question," sajd.Mr~' I 

~amoDi his t-ampnig'n promiSes, and hus Reed. Those sorts of jObs have been triec!' 
?outJinerl a broad plan ttl l'«!l!lre parents to' with varying success in the pnst by many", 
"\yo~k 'after,a 'two·Year stint on the ;'\'e!fare'~ ·states. but it has been'dlfficult to create 
mils. TM president's ativlscN(are «lnsid· reaJ work because public employee unions '. 
eiiqg t{la~y {jpti~ns fgr' ways to create ,have fought off attempts to allow welfare' 

, tMse, jU3S. ,they say, .An lldmjnlstrati(Jn'~' recipients to do many government jons.- • 
r,We!fll:re:'t~k: ro~ce.ls to lpresenLoptimis,;j. . RePltbllCiHl~' on .C,i'pitol"Hlll t'.a~e ai~'o~' ~ 
. ,w tpe pr,~sld~n.t next.m?nth, ,nnq plans to '.:' irilY'oduc'e(j ,their 'Q-Wn'plan tochange vlcl, 

I :~br1Vl'! le,g!slatlon on Cupt~ol filii, ~arly next', 'fare, .whicn~js similar 'JiF many ·wa)"i. It 
~year.~ '~"... 'CaUs ror'r~qulred(Wm-k~or trlllmng tor 
',,} Job subsidies. which were menilonecl in :weLfare re<;ip:eol.'l, a: require-men', 10 estab
:'a New York Times artlcle yesterday, may, tUsh'paternity (or welfare' children. and to 
: be (me relatively easy first step, States are 'I .1 nave subslrinc'c" abusers on welfare un-

I' nlrearly permlUc"d:lg subsidize employers dergo rehabilitationprogntms ano s1lbmit 
,~i.vho hire welfare recJplents:tJut ane strict, to random drug tell!.'>,. /',. " 
'stipul~tlon.applle5: sutis!cl1zed jobs must The adrmmslffittOnhasalN!lldydem!m<1 
' !}e nt'wly created".. ,,' • ,-:- 0: <,,~. strated its mtent to reform wE1,lfare.n some' 

}olew legiSlation would be' required to .ways, mainly by giving states more leeway
allow subsidies"fQ" employers"wlm~pUl :to experiment witb their w~lfare loads. : 

, welfare 'recipients' !nin existing johs. Lasi ,Last mo~th. m .the most lelllOg example, j 

" year's llrbiuLald lC'gis!aUon wouLd'have ~lIte a~mmllltratlon aflProve~ a Wlsron~ir:. I 
iexiirwded thruse' Of gO'lernment SI:bSlf'.ies·' '~p:lIn:o condut.! !he most s,tnnj{Cnt cxPcrj- I 
,injiis-t that vtay': but Presiden: Bush,ve:oed' mel1ryel'" Bmlting welfare poyments}o I 
the bill for other reasons' ." ..1 .',,t, two years, wIth no guarantee of H. Job 1 

'..... The nOilo!l is 'tt;exP<is~ ~elf'ar';'paren~' :afterward: The ('xpenmcnt"js limited to t 
ito {r.e,w~rtd. ~f wnrk. and give ,them St)rn~', ,two tOl!.n!les, T~e D.-:partment ?f, H~~~t~ ~ 
experienee:to·,buiJd up0:'!,. "It'S just Ol\.i;" l~ndHum.'m~rVlc~smUS1appm\emdl~ld ~I' 

~ Fifr<'"," of a broader,plan, said Bruce Reed, )l!tl sta~e S'>;VClfare,re~orm plans, , , " 
"a st:-nior:dorrlestic'aifalrs adviser to Pres;" ,; ~:j;,"". '""""~~ ";, ':"~ 
'~ii.~t)t .C.l:nt!}~~\y?;tr" Imp(lrtan~ to u~'i~ t~~ - .. 
. ,put a'streng.emphasis on ronnecting we!~ 


fare reclplents'to'the private setwr.;:~".u: 


Jnut.it:s bj'ghly ~nlikeIY, !~ SllCh'~ tepid'
_"'WII LJ!',,1' ~, ',,- "'.~.;. 

http:ro~ce.ls
http:ubii~;~s}alo.ne


The Welfare Niche 

In Darwin's terms an adaptive niche is a space carved out of the biosphere by a 
reproducing organism. Life in the crudest form. 1.<:>. bacteria. reproduce and respire 
through the oxidation of iron. Life in the higher form requires caviar. diamonds and 
champagne. Welfare recipients fall towards the middle of this spectrum. 

The starving Somali kills for a bowl at gruel.. Michigan welfare clients receive an 
average 01 $800 lor a woman and child. (Husband only gets about $40 more in load 
stamps.) If you add $200 fortaxes from wages, this divides out to $6.00 per hour at 170 
hours per month, This is $1.65 more per hour than MacDonalds pays. Vet welfare 
qualifies clients for Medicaid. free legal aid. WIC, Heat Aid and Free Cheese. 

Welfare clients also have jobs under the table; pay no taxes and get an unearned 
tax credit retund in cash or a Homestead cash refund on rent paid by the State, Typical 
jobs: Baby-sitting, Child·care, Housecleaning, lawn Mowing, Carpentry-Painler, Auto 
Repair·Body Work, Scavenging Metal·Bricks, Masseuse, Escort, Topless Dancer, Theft, 
Drug Dealing, Telephone·Mail Cons or Case Worker. 

If you qualify for WIC and lineup for the free cheese. butter, rice, powdered milk, 
eggs, etc, and your child gets two meals a day in the Head Start program and show up 
at local churches and soup kitchens, you can trade your food stamps for enough dope to 
become a smalilevsl dealer. If you stop your vendor payments all at once you get $600 
to shoot up your arm· then you can get free legal aid to keep your landlord from evicting 
you, 

Utilities are no problem. Don't ever pay your water bill, that will be added to the 
property taxes with interest and penalties for your landlord. If your Case worker can't get 
the water turned back on, do il yourself. There is no penalty because water use is a lien 
against the property deed. If your gas or electricity is olf, the Salvation Army will pay up 
to $500 of your bills and you don't even have to sing any hymns, Put phone in kid's 
name, Call lots of 900 numbers, Isn't this more fun than work? 

Bored? Go back to school. Local school districts will pay $6,000 for 
Cosmetology school. (Make tips and charge fnends for haircuts and perms at home,) 
State will also provide Day Care. Who knows. with makeup and new do, you might 
meet a guy with money! Job Club is a real good place to make profitable dope 
connections. Also they have phones to make calls for "jobs", 

Need more dough? Have more kids. Hang around bars, ptenty of men will be 
glad to buy drinks and impregnate you, State will foot all hospital and doctor bills. 
Hospital stays are great vacations for stubbed toes and other feigned or imagined ills. 
Free tOad, drugs, maid service. tea and sympathy at $1,000 per day; and why should 
you care? 

Will the State buy you a house? Sura. it you can find someone to give you a no 
money down tand contract on a condemned rental property. The State will vendor your 
contract payment, property taxes and insurance. By the time child is eighteen the house 
will be paid for (if it is s:ill standing). The State will also pay for insulation, windows, 
doors. siding, roofing, paint and appliances. In summary, why work? 

Darwinism states that evolutionary success depends upon the number of fertile 
offspring that are raised to reproductive maturity. Obviously welfare clients have 
exploited their niche to the maximum ..They have compressed a generation to fifteen 
years and so are producing three generations for every two generations for working 
couples. In the 21 st century welfare will become the dominant adaptive strategy in the 
United States, ' 

Dave Lehman 

Mr, Lehman can be contacted at ph. 5171724·5213 

DUjm 
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.COMPREHENSIVE TECHNOLOGY CENTER 
"COMMIITFJ)TO EXCELLENCE" 

EXECUTiVE OFFICES 

June 29, 1994 

Mr.' Bruce Reed " 
Senior Policy Advisor 
216 OEOll 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Re: Welfare Reform via Job Creation 

Dear Mr. Reed: 

The purpose of this letter is to ,'provide information which we 
believe -is vital to the Clinton adminis~ration's success in 
accomplishing your objectives in welfare reform.' 

By combining public dollars available for economic development 
(more specifically micro-enterprise development) with public and 
private hUman service dollars, we have developed a program model 
which provides technical assistance and financial support to new 
business start-ups to create new employ~rs and new jobs ." 

I am transmitting flow charts and diag'rams to illustrate this 
model. We would welcome the opportunity to explain in detail. Also 
attached is a letter verifying the successful implementation oJ the 
first small business incubator in a sheltered workshop from the 
u. s. Departrn,ent of Education. I was personally "'responsible for 
~his project in Binghamton I New York l which was' funded by the 
Appalachian Regional commissi9n.' 

The key to welfare reform is_ new job creation, with full 
utilization of income transfer dollars in local communities. I 
will be in Washington l D.C., July 21 through 23 1 should you have an 
interest. Please contact me at (31S) 255-2285 1 ext. 220 at your 
convenience. 

We wish you and the ~linton Administration the very best. 

sincerelYl 

~t-J'-N~_ 
Pamela R. Wilson 
Public Relations/Development 
Specialist 

180~ 182 Nortn Street· Aub"rn, N.Y. 13021 • Phon\): (315) 255·2285 • Fax: (315) 255-3270 
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BeARD 
OF DIRECTORS 

lee Avila 
Bruce N. Reed ' 

Oo",d Hoye$"Sout\t1o Deputy Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy
Son Seno"ldet 1600 Penn.,'ylvania Ave. 
C'tci!i;; p, BUfdngo Washington, DC 20500 
Lyd,c CC"'Iciilo 

RE: WELFARE REFORM PROPOSALS 
Wilme L brL1;).l::; 

';F) :~h:::!c Dear Mr, Reed: 
!!:O$t Del CO$:,," C;"uoouh 

Latino Issues Forum, a public policy and advocacy institute. wishes toKoberlo PHOto 
express ito;; concern over the proposed reductions in welfare eligibility for legal 

Orlll~\:Q topez immigrants, refugees and other non--<:itizens, Cutting benefits and limiting welfare 
'\'\';84'\:1 AI1(}1:I/"ien&:i': recipients will not eliminate the needs of these groups, Financing federal welfare 
Boo::lz Moliflo reform by shifting costs. to state and local governments will have detrimental effects 
flOnk QuevedQ on states heavily impacted by immigration, such as California. 
Cruz f:()y~ooo 

Proposals to finance welfare by cutting benefits to legal tmmigrants, if 
Elis(I M(lIi(l $(jf)ChCl adopted. witl undermine this nation's commitment to family reunification. It wilt 
Helen Romero Show also unjustifiably create discriminatory distinctions between lawful residents and 
Roberl 0. vokJ01. native born citizens. 
lovls Vebquez 

Moreover. the United States win not succeed in improving the health of its 
Lee YbQ"o 

resideljt~ if both health ~nd welfare proposals seek to exclude large sections of the 
population. Both reforms must work to pt'Otcct the well-being of all resident\ byPRESID::NT 


o~ THe gOA~D: improving the quality and efficiency of federal policies. 


ROlph Sal1liago Abou::c: 
The Latino community has a great deal at stake in both bealth care and 

welfare reform. Protecting the health of the Latinos is vital to our own and the 
nation's success. If you have any ques.tiuns or need clarification, please feel free to 
contact me directly at 4]5-552-3152. The Latino community is counting on your 
support, 

uillermo RO~d:ri~g~uefz~,~J~r,--""~--
Director of Policy and Research 

. ., ., ' , , , ~ h: • 
,. ,.... " " 

, .. , " 

'""' '. ' 
••.. ,-'j 

" 

~535 (J',;ss!orl S·ree·· Sor. "CilC.scO· CoIifOlni(J. 94103 
Pi1c,ne :<1 ;5: 552·3152 • F0C5imi~ i<115) 552-3 !7~ 



.' 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 22, 1994 

Ms. Eleanor Coulson 
251 Laurel Grove Avenue 
Kentfield, California 94904 

DCa! Ms. Coulson: 

Thank you for your tetter concerning welfare reform, I appreciate your 
taking the time to share your idea with mc. 

I am enclosing a copy of the summary of the Work and Responsibility 
Act of 1994. I hope this wilt address some of your concerns about 
welfare fefoon, 

I am also sharing your Jetter with staff of the Working Group on Welfare 
Reform, Family Support, and Independence at the Department of Health 
and Human Services. 

Again, thanks for taking the time to write me. 

i!c~ 
-~Reed 

Deputy Assistant to the President 
for Domestic Policy 

,-lr.a. 6,'-.:,...,\ ~\ ..<.( 

~.l 0"",-, "}:'II p-sv«. 



- Harder Line Urged 

On Deadbeat Dads 

Panel wonts paternity, work requirements 

LoI~.Ttmu 

Washington 
OpenIng a major new front In 

attempts to discourage out·of-: 
wedlock births and Increase fol· 
Itlctlon of chlld support, the ad, 
ministration's weHare reform 
task force will urge that states 
he requlrd to Identify the ra~ 
thers: of virtually all children 
born outside of marrh\ge, 

The group, on the verge ot eom
pleting reeommendJitions to pre3
ent to Clinton, has decided to make 
stringent new federal standards 
on establlsbing paternity a center
pie<:e ot the task force', proposals 
tor catry out Clinton'S campaign 
proIIlise- to crack down on "dttad· 
beat dads" wbo faU to pay child 
support 

It .1", symbolizes the task 
(oree's call tor a fundamental shift 
in welfare laws to requIre that ta' 
thers of children on public relief 
face the same obligations as moth
ers. AJJ part of that shlit, the task 
torce calls tor "significant experi· 
mentation" with "mandator), 
work programs" for men who do 
not pay chUd support - a recom
m~ndatlon that m1rrors its propos.
al thai mothers be requlred to 
work alter two years on the rolls, 

Like many outside weltare ex· 
perts, the task force maintains that 
!m:reastng enild suppo-rt coUection 
is crucjal to reducing the numoor 
of ChIldren in povert)', While ab
sent parents have the potendai to 
pay more than U7 bUllon llnnualJy 
in ehUd support, only US bUUOn Is 
now being paId, according to an 
analysis cited In the report, Only 
about a quarter of women eligible 
tor child support receive the. tuu 
am(}unt they are owed, Census tlg
nressbow. 

"It we cannot soJve the prob
lem of child support; we cannot 
possibly adequately provide for 
our cbUdren," the report say&. 

Fallurc to cstabllsh paternity 
has long been considered th 
AchfUes beel of government e1 
(C)rts to collect more child support 
from absent fathers '- parUcular

ly th~ of children on welfare. In 
1990, the latest year tor which fig
ures are avaIlable, paternity was 
established for just S4 percent 01 
the neatly 1.2 million children 
born out of wedJock, 

Desp~te intensined state and 
federal focus on the problem. that 
represent; only a modest increa;e 
from uns, when paternity was ei
tabliBhed for 20 pereent of the chll· 
dren born (lut ot wedlock, 

Under Current law. stales are 
required to establlsh paternity on· 
Iy tor chUdren of mothers who ap
ply tor welfare or request state as
sistanCe in collecting overdue 
child Sllpport. TyplcaUy, those ap.
pUeations are not made tor months 
or even years after tbe chUd is· 
born - a delay that greatly com· 
pllcates the t>sk 01 establlsblng pa
ternity. 

ai, ~~~: ~~u~~Skb!O~~~~~~pr~:!
stead lc} attempt to establlsh pater-: 
nity (or an chUdren born out ot_ 
wedlO£k, preferably immediately I 
after blrtb whlJe the mothers are
amlin the hospltal. , 

Some steps in that direction al· 
ready have been taken. In the bud· 
get law paased laat summer, the ad· 
mlnl$tratlon pushed through
provision requIring stat~ to estab
lisb ..'ol~tar)' prograJ:llS in hospl· 
tals in whiCh unmarried mothe~ 
would be asked to name the fa· 
ttl.... of ttlelr children and the la· 
thers would be asked to acknowl· 
edge thek paternity, 

As part of the plan, the task 
force proposes .ettlng "perfor· 
mance standards" that would reo 
quire states to establish paternity 
in an incfetlslng percentage of cas. 
es each year and provide botb ff., 
rumciaI incentives and 
sI!~r compliance, 

Paternity e.tablishment' 
"needs, to be a nonnegotiable -ex. 
pectatlon," says Bruce Reed, depu· 
ty director of domestiC policy in 
the Vlhlte House and c()-Cl)airman 

_ \he task foree. 

Panel Issues Its Final Report 
On Poor State Of U.S. Baby Care 

a 

' 

Washington 
The NaHonaJ CommlsstoD to 

Prevent lniant Mortality, whieh' 
has run uut of financtng, Issued a 
flnal report yeslerday -Nlll1ng on 
'he Dation to remedy an InfaDt 
death rate that glveo{ the United' 
States one 0.£ the the worst re
cords oi uny developed country, 

Florida Governor Lawton CbU· 

year of We was 7.3 out of 1,000 in 
1001, the Jut year reported, and. 
tbe rate for billeks was 1'1,6 out ot 
U:oo, With an overall infant death 
rate of 8.9 out ot 1,000. the Un1ted 
States ranks 21st among developed 
countrIes, worse than Japan. Hong 
Kong and most ot Europe, and' 
about equal to Cuba. 

The commission, whose finane
es, tile commission's chairman,·' ing wiU expire December 31, work
reeommendoo that more work be cd wIth private groups to provide 
done in prenatal care tor tnner-<:i· counseling to poor young preg. 
ty famUies, nant women, todlrect tilemto pre-

The oomroissloD said the mor· natal clinl';8 and to show them how. -. ,'" . ., , ., 
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Commuter Massacre; Our Warning 

By WItt.iAM J. BEl''1N£r. 

The Long Island· RaHroad trail'. mas
sacre has temporarily shaken Americans. 
That!t took Ii shower of Itu:lets In a sub~ 
ban railway car tom..'trage us, tMugb, Is a 
:r:easure (If our complacency about Critt.s 
and violence In our society. Fortoo long we 
have allowed the deeper problems that un- . 
clocHe violence 'and other socla~ !!Is to pass 
without comment. 

America Is nt>t In danger of oocomlng a 
Third Wcrld country: we art 100 rich, too 
prou6 and leo strong to allow l'1at to hap' 
pen. Many people live wen, decently, ~ID'I 
honQrably. There are places where \1rtue 
is taught and learned. But tlier.e Is a lot 
less or thiS than tbere ought to be. 

'Murderers like Colln Ferguson are be
coming mcre common, Earlier this year I 
released, through the auspices of the Her
itage Foundation, Ibe Jndex ot Leading 
Cultural tndlcatOl"S. It shOWed that since 
1960. tbere hB.$ been a SS(l% increase In vi· 
olent erlme. There has alSJ> been more 
than a 4CO% Increase in 1:legitlmate bIrths, 
a \iuadrupllng In d\vorees, a tripling {It thc 
percentage of Children liVing in slngle,par
ent bomes, more than It 200% Increase In 
the teenage suicide rate, and a drop of 15 
points In the average SAT scores of high
school studer-ttl, Today 30% 01 all bIrths 
and US% of black births are iIlegit!mate. 

The U,S. ranks.·near the lop. In the In· 
dustriallzed world In ~ls rates 1)1 abortion, 
divorce and unwed: blrths, We lead the in
dGStrialized: world in murder, rape and vi, 
olent erlrne, And In elementary Ilnd sec· 
Otl1:1a:y edueai!O:1, we are at or near the 
bottom In acr.levetnent scores. 
CMUzation Gone Rotten 

But there are etber signs of deu;y. ones 
that do not so easily lend themselves to 
QuantJtative analyses. There Is a coarse
ness, a c.a:!ousness, atynlc:sm, a !)annilty 
and a V\ligarity to our time. There are too 
many Slgr.s or a cIVilization gone rottID'l, 
And tbe worst of it has !o do witlt our chil· 
dren: We live tn a culture that at times 
seems almost dedicated to the cOlTUpllon
of the young, to ensuring the los:; of their 
innocence before their time, 

Alarga part of the problem Is that such 
cr!:ntnais as Colin Ferg".Json no longer face 
the sure punishment they once did. Last 
month a ylolent CrimInal was aWBrded $4.J 
J:]lllion In New Yo:k. Why? He had 
mugged lUld a:most k!l1ed a n-YeJlNlld 
man, then fled the scene. A poltce ortlcer 
shOt thcn:rlmlnal In the back; the oourts 
deerr.ed that wrong and made the man mil· 
!ions. PUblic reactIon? Virtual silenCe. 

Other\:ourtcases have pr-oved similarly 
d!shearteu[r.g, During :ast year's Los An
geles riots. Damian Wil1lams and Henry
Watson were !!Imed pulling an !nnoeent 
man out of a trUCk, crushing his skull wlll1 
It brick and d!)1ng a victory dance over his 
fallen body, TMlr lawyers then built a sue
cm/ld I~gal defense on the'proposition 
that people cannot be Mid accountable for 

'getting caught up 1n mob v\<llenc:e. When 
. the tria! was over and these men Were 

found n¢t guilty on most counts. the soumi 
you heard throughOut the !and was rellet. 
We are "def!ning deviancy down," In Sen. 
Dar-lei Patrick Moynlr.an's phrase. And in 
the process we are lnsing a Qnee-rellable 
sense of civic and moral cutrage. 

Pop culture plays a role here, Through 
it we have seen the terrlble debasement of 

mustc, It \$ a steep moral slide from BaCh, 
or even Buddy Hnlly_ toGnns n' Roses and 
2 Live o.ew"Thls month !ll1lndkted mur
der suspect, Snoop Doggy Dog, saw his rap 
albUm. "D-oggystyle," debut nt number 
(Jne. On the daytime te!evision talk shows, 
Indeeect exposure 15 celebrated as a 
virtue. In just the past few weeks, these 
shows dealt with cross'dressing coup!es~ a 
three-way love affair; a man whose chIef 
aim in life is (0 sLeep with women and fool 
them Into thinking that he \$ using 11 ton· 
dom during sex; women who can't say no 
to cheating; prostitutes who love thetr 
Jobs: a former drug dealer: 8000 an inter
view wHn Ii j'OU!lg' girl caught in the mid· 
dle of 3. 'timer custody battle. 

in my view the real erlsls of our tlme is 
spirituaL SpedI1eaUy, our prOblem Is what 
the anclents called acedia. or sloth. Acedia. 
reveals itself as an undue eooecrf! for ex· 
ternal affairs and worldly thIngs, It Is spir' 
ltual torpor; an absence il! ze\iJ for divine 
things, And 1t brIngs wIth It, according to 
Ihe ancients, "a sa1!ness, a SomlW of 1M 
world," The Qld theologians taugilt Ina.t 
acedia arises from a heart steeped In the 

We Me "defining de
'/nancy down," in Sen. 
.Damel Patrick MoYni· 
han's phrase. And in the 
process we are losing a 
once·reliable sense of civic' 
and moral outrage. 

worldly and carnal, and from a iow esteem 
of divine: things. It eventually teads to aha
tred or the good altogether, An~ wi!h ha.
tred comes more rejectIon, llI·temper,' sad
ness nnd sorrow. 

When the tate novelist Walker Percy 
was asked what concerned him most about 
the ·tuture of America, he answered: 
"Probably the lear of seeing America, 
with nU its great strength and beau!y and 
freedom .• , gradUDJ!y subsIde Into decay 
throu;ghdefault and be defeated. not by the 
Communist movemen't .... but frnm Witttln 
from weariness, boredom, cynicism, greed. 
and In the eoo helplessness before Its 
great prohlems," Onl, wben we turn our 
affections and desires towa:'d the rigbt 
tblngs-toward enduring. noble, 'Spiritual
thlngu-w1l1 things get better, 

Material gatns will not be e:;ougl: here. 
If we achIeve full employment and greater 
eronomlc fl'OWth-1f we have cltles of gold 
1100 alaba$ter-but our Chtdren have not 
lee.tned how to ,walk in goodness. justice 
n,'N1 mercy, then the American experi
ment., no rentter how gilded, will have 

, fallett 
Even now, there is a sense of this. Amid 

the current prosperity and security almos: 
11)0/., of the public are saying- we are off

. track. 
When rr.llllons ot people stop bel!eving

In God. or wh~n their bene! is so attenu
ated as to be bellet In name {lnly, enor-· 
mous pt:bllC 'consequences follow. Alld 
when th!s Is accompanIed by an aversIon 
to spiritual language by the poUtieal nnd 
intellectual class, lhe publlc consequences 
are even greater. D«>toyevsky reminded 
us In "Brothers Karamazov" that "If God 

dnes not exist. eve!'Ything is permIssible." 

We are now seelng "everythlng," 


What eM be cone? First, the sho:1 an

. swers: Do not surrer.Ocr; get mad-and 
!let In tM fight. Now, lel me Il!fer a few, 
somewhttt longe:. prescriptions, 

• Our first task is:o recog'rtne tbe! l! Is 
fOOl!Sh, and {uWe, to rely primarily on pOl

itics til solve m(l~al, cultural and spiritual 

affllcthins. 


• We must have publle pollcles thaI 

again make the cc;wecllon between our 

deepest beliefs ll:1d our legislative age"dd. 

Do we Americans, tor example, beiieve 

that man Is a spiritual being with a poten

tial Ier :r.dlvldua: noblll:y and moral re- ' 

sponstb!!lty? Or do we believe that his fate 

Is to be Asoulless <XII:' in the mnchlne of 

state? 


we say we de.<;lre (rom our chUdrt!:l 

mOre clvllllY and respc:nsiblllty, but In 

many or aut s~b~ols Wi) steadfastly refuse' 

to leach rIght Mil wrong. We say we want 

law and order in the stre!Jts; but we allow 

violent erlmir.nls to relurn !o those same 

streets, 


We sAy .....e want to stop Illegitimacy, 

but we contijile to subsidize the benavlcr 

thnt vlrtUJHy g:t:arantccs ~lgh rnte& of l\. 

leg:t!macy, We say we want to discourage" 

Wim.age sexual ae.th'1ty, but eflucato!'S are 

more eager :0 dIspense condorr.s than 

moral guidance, We say we wan! more 

families t<i stay together, In:t we make dl

vc:ces easier to obtaIn, 


We say we want to acllleve acolor·bllnd 

society, but we continue to count by race. 

We say we want to encourage virtue and 

honor among the young, but it has become 

a mark'o! sophIstication to shun the lan

guage of morality. 


• We desperately need to recover II 

seOlse of the fundamental purpose ot edu

cation, which is to provIde for the tnte:Jec

tuRI a;,d moral education 01 the young. "If 

you ask what Is the good ef educatIon," 

Plate saId, "the answer Is easy-that edu' 

cation makes good men, and that good 

men act nobly." Jefferson believed that 

education should aim at jmprovlng one's 

"morals" and "faculties," U:ltil It quarter· 

eentury ()l' so ago. this consensus was so 

deep as to go Virtually unchallenged. Hs\,· 

Ir,g departed (rolf. thIs time·hOnored be

Her, we are now reaping the whlrlwlr,d. 


• As Indtvlduals aM as a society. we 

need to return religion ~ Its proper place. 

Retglon, after aI!, provIdes us with moclli 

bearings. 

Hatred of Rellgion 

In America today, the only respectable 
'form of bigotry ;$ bigotry directed agalmii' ,- ~ 
rel!gious people, 'fills antipathy toward re
ligion canuot be explaIned by the moral 
failures and financial excesses of a lew 
leaders cr charlatans, Of by the eer.s:)rl
ousness or some of their followers. No. the 
reaS{)tI !or hatfCd-'o/ religion is be<:ause it 
forces modern rmm to confront ma!:ers h!! 
would prefer to Ignore, 

These a.,e matters we can no longer ill" 

nom. It would be impossible for any socl

e!y to entirely gua."rl against r.1admen. B'Jt 

Ihe commute!" murdeNl and lne!dents: like 

them tcnch our core. And it is to our core 

that we must attend. 


Mr. BlmlteU, « fellQw at the Hcril;!(JC 
Foundation, is outllor of "l1w Book Of 

Virtues" (S{mcn« SchUSler). 


• 
Lift the Roadblocks to Intrastate Trucking 


By CASSAI'<'1I11A CHltCINF.-':! MOI:i4:ts . 
If the Clinton admlntstraUon really Is 

serious about spurring economIc growth, It 
should throw its support behind the bill In
trodueed by Rep. BIU Emerson (R" Mo.) to 
demolish the remaining barriers In the 
trucking lncl!Stry. In lS!!(}, wh-en Congress 
deregulated interstfue truckIng, Ihe eeon· 
~~ .. 0."""(\<,,.1 "'~""~"<l,,,'d,, 1',,,, n"""rl. 

oversee intrastate highway freight move" 
ments, faced an Indirect threat. Should 
the contagion of ~eregulation spread, they 
might lose thcl: JObs. T1) protect them, 
Maroc Intenst~ed Its lohbying efforts. 

Clearly narrow self-interest i$ at work 
here. But of course the Teamsters, Naruc 
and the b:rastate firms clustering In their 
"h"'rl"\~' "'''''/1''' Mnrl" """n"r!;!h!,q !H',,,"p. 

Taken as a whole the safely meaSUri'il 
help 14 explain the detlinlng trend of 
truck accidents per ton-mile over the past 
12 years. There has becn no upsurge of 
truCking accidents In lie eight deregll· 
lllted states, 

\Vhat are ~he epnons fc~ Change? B.1t· 
mng legislators state by state will be long 
~f!rt r(1~!!v. MIli1'~ininl! !!"~ $11lfH" ml(l 

http:deerr.ed

