WITHDRAWAL SHEET
Clinton Library

Collection: Domestic Policy Council-Reed,

OA/Box:. QA 4730
File Folder: Letters [3]

Bruce Archivist: RDS

Date: 8/02/04

T SUBJECT/TITLE *.. s DATE |RESTRICTION.
1. letier Carol Juckson 1o POTUS re; welfare reform, 1p {partial) ca. 1993 | PO/3G
RESTRICTIONS

i Masions! secunity claasifiod Infrootion iaW i of the FHAL
¥ Refnting 1o appoiniment i Bederad offiee (X231 of the PRAL

P} Release would viokiee s Poderad staeme a3 of v PRAL

P4 Release woukd disclose irade seorets of confidentis} commurcial

w7 financial information M4 of the PRAL

P35 Refease would disclose coafidential sdvice berwoon the Prosident and
his mivisors, o berween such sduisoe XS of e PRAL

4 Reloase wonld constitue g clesrly anwarnsied invssion of perssaal
privacy HaWblof he PHAL

®

PRM PFeesonal records mishil defined b acoordance with 34 U881 2341 431

B Nattens! seewrity ctnssifiod inforamtion {fh {13 ol the FOIAL

K2 Relensr couki dieriose internal persennet rules and practioes of an

agency [BHIY of the FHAL

83 Release would viplaie 3 Foderal siature B}3) of the FOIAL

B4 Release would disciose tde se0rels of sonfidential commerciat Gpancial information
{4} of the FOIAL

86 Belease would comtitute 2 clearly unwasranted lnvasion of

personal mivacy Ithib) of the FOIAL

BY Relruse woull disclose information compilcd for law enforve-

sont purposes BN T ol the POLAL .
BR Heleasy would disvioss information concemaing the regudation of

fimancta] instiiotions HBYS) of the POIAL

B9 Belesse woald disclose geological e goophysical information

oonserning wells (BT of the FOIAL




¥

.. . ® . ' : ,
uillis

Washington
WASHINGTON - UNIVERSITY- [N ST-LOUIS
Gearge Warren Brown School of Social Work

3

June 20, 19%4

Mr. Bruce Reed

Deputy Assistant to the President
for Domestic Policy

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Bruce:

Thank you for your exceptional leadership in putting
together President Clinton’s welfare reform proposal.

A number of vary positive features of the plan will lead to
positive results ~- and change many lives for the bhetler =
in the years ahead.

The asset building features, although only a small part of
the proposal, may be particularly effective.

As the President’s plan reaches Congress, we will be working
to support not only the asset features, bul the whole
package.

If I can be of help in moving this alonyg on Capitol Hill, do
not hesitate to call.

Again, Bruce, thanks for your hard work on this. It ig a
very important step forward.

With very hest regards,
Sy
Michael Sherraden

Benjamin E. Youngdanhl Professor
of Social Development

Washingion Universily
Campus Hox 1196

Onar Brookings Drive
SLfouls, Missousi G3140-1809
{214} DAR.4500

FAX: £A84) U35.H51
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From thce desk of

H. oL Vasindd

Mr. Bruce Reed, Deputy Assistant to the Presgident
for Domestic Policy

The White Houge

1800 Pennsylvania Avenue

Washingten, D,C., 20500

Pear Br. Reed:

The author sees the welfare problem from
a very narrow perspective, even s he under-
states the annual burden, which is far in ex-
cess of $14 billion, Thers are no praciical
ways to make unmarried, uneducated, young
unskilled school dropouts with children pro-
ductive and self sufficient. This underclass
is hasically beyond saving, so the maximum
effort should be davoted to preventing that
firet pregnancy and every one following. As
the problem is cumulative and compounded with
avery passing day, oaly extracrdinary meas-
ures will suffice., This crisis is far more
urgent than health care, aithough it overlaps
that and the crime emergency,

Sincer=ziy,
Howard L. Haslund incl

7 Cove of Cork Lane
Arnnapolisg, MD 21481
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Curt Leslie

Box 698 .
Wallula, WA 99383
509/ 547~ 5807

June 14, 199k

Mr., Bruce Heed
The White Houge
Washington, D.C. 20300

Dezy Mr. Hesd:

Caught you on GMA and 1 was impressed by your interest
in welfare reflorm,

Howsver, I would suggest that you are going the wrong
direction from the wrong siarting point for the wrong
reasonsg!

The key words you used are empower and responsibility.

This zountry has a very large and sirong segment that
wishes a return {0 outright chattel type slavery. They
know that they cannot get there outright, ys%, so they
are perfectly willing *to have a halfl measure, our pregent
weifare system. Your idea of empowering ong group of
people automatieslly digsempowers another group, making
people responsible takes away layvers of hidden control.

If you would change welfare reform you must change our
goeiety, and it would be simple, ol=an, and revenue neutral.

It would be to simply return this society to a sixteen
nundred hour work year, a four day work week if you will.
Then, sdjust the income tax rates 1o make sure that the
people of this country stay with the same NET income.

But, sadly, diverse fascists and would be slavers from

Ted Kennedy to Newt Gingrich, from Bob Dole to Tom Foley,
would NEVER do this, they would not be able 1o have the rest
¢f us by our private parts, they would lose their control,
as we would have the time and energy to control then!

Your plan is doomed, do the best you can, and when this
country explodes into food riots, anarchy, then a brutgl
ivil war resulting in four little regional nation stutes,
each with thelir own nuclear arsenal, vThe American people
desparately Aqoted for chang@ and you didn‘t deliver enough.
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$800 Buena Vistn
Berkeley 24708

Juns 14, 1894
vear Hr. Reed,

You are on Clinton's welfare tenm. .
Wellare depsrdg on jobs. I send an egsay
on how to get them. {Iand tax, with 3 exsep-
tiens, 1798, 1813, 1861, has been local not
federal, but 1t can be stimulated by lederal
encouragenmént or withholding of fundsg or
aven sending tiny seed funds such as a mere
$10,000 per town.) Has land-taxing worked
in the prs®z. Hell, ves! {apology for cunasing

Sincerely ‘
Tertius-Chandler

p.5. 1 do onswar guestions,

-
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Happy Workers
by Tersius C}mmi{gy .

Kad Manxiaid stress n the already known fzet
thar tge eaployer win astroager financial posi {on than
the men ¢ &..:;g work - some of whem mayindeed b
destituis. The empleyer has or soon EXPTILS SGMeE cash
surplus. Tee job-sezker hasoltes linle arnothiag ;nd s
ready topui upwithlow pav, Beswy work, even rudesms
o land 2 job.

it pariips ool rc,mg:wm: how wpmptgiely 3
facd-valee waoturns tig s%w*’ion around. A realiy high
lant tax - ¢xCugh ta remeve fand from the inveziment
earkes « lowerss land p:*z‘;c: thus bonging iand into
benteruscandef couma creatng jols on the way, Expe.
penesm New Zesiangd Ausraliz, and Tawan hatshawa
fand-valoe waxaven can reault o aver 5855 employment
{oe dussdien, same years ovar 995,

Now ook where that puts thewarker! Employ
er are gagzr to b Bim. Aad i 32 B0oss gess unfne or
marely rucc, the warkey can simply quit 3nd icok ¢be-
shere . There wilibe snothar bass down (he r0ad euger
1o hire R

He musi do sme work, of course, An puiright icafor
sa'twonh kesping on the pavmall, Butaskongas s man
pusin 3¢ c..k.\““;;;r;ig:d;v'suorﬁ, B sicung oy, Ho

el r"i{.xb}, }‘ih
caneven move Sfound 13 0nd 3 o thatsuis hig az-

hedes and tastes he'Hwork bettor that way anyway, 50
evern (e hossen beneli,

- ¥ou mav ncuee D Zoa't menies womes worke
wry. Wih ek : man il emgloyerd an2 w-agw renesn

ramesnasly
gocd. meat {amilics don't seed 10 send the Bowesife
Cull0 Bnng IR INTIRTE ;3*«‘*::; Morco famities nesd

1o send of ;:i:c Gnid ‘,g» or eves high schel, ¢
with [l emgl cr-:rc*.:’.it er ENOREIL L0 hasaqcé,:mm
3 hedge, 1 Compiranve 1CVaIagS i ihe wark marker,
i New Zonland, schecling ends 3t 130 S0 thae fuge
wrmenss b avoided,

. The (euder may thunk | d.‘l\-c' sm. Mot so. 1
Lved through the zn:fﬁc.a boam crwsed by Warld War
U, when bossas pul up signs ke " Be gt o our workers
-wecin getmore dishes.” Ang Lipest d montts ol 1955
in New Zealand, whea employmentwas well over 89%
and barmany was such as tould barcly be belioved

Yeu LVT (lagd value taxation) takeas the vast.
ness out of business relations, even as i removes fear of
finding no job 3t 3il
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Young Kyu Kim
AdA 30
Caller Box 10001
Saipan MP 958950
wWhite House
Dear Mr. President:

Few days ago, I saw the news concerning the New
Jersey’s sixtyufour dollars monthly support for every
poor children whose parents are incapable for supporting’
th&m.lagcor@ing to Wayne Bryant’s suggestion, he won't
allow sixty;foar dollaxrs because the medical care and
the food stamps are already adequate. Well, I certainly

agree with his suggestion because I also think that the

medical care and the food stamps are good enocugh.

I think this is a serious mattey that we should
think carefully, and make a reliable decision, Why
should the goverment support the c¢hild when its not

their child?

Sincerely,

W P

Young Kyut Kimn



Witne 15,799

JR AT e ke

Jo 0O W% Lz

4 WUJJQ»C’LQOSOO
Lear Mr (Koo 4.

o

For the past two years, I've taught in a program in
Houston, TX, aimed at helping AFDC clients obtain a
G.E.D. My students are all women on weifare, from 18-
45 years old, with 2-& dependent c¢hildren each,

average. They are U. 3. citizens, not immigrants., About
half are second generation welfare recipients. They
speak freely of living with boyfriends, "husbands® or
mothers who are also receiving public assistance.

Yl teach Adult Basic Education, which correspondeds to
grades K- & in the public schools. Some can't read.
Most dom't know npultipliication tables, and decimals,
fractions and percents ars over all their heads.

The Human Services Dept. provides them with a free bus
pass {($360.00/yr. value)}, and free day care. The school
provides free text-workbooks and schoul supplies. If
the women drive their own cars to school, they get a gas
reimbursement., One of ay students acquired a car and is
driving to aschool, but she won't tell DHS becaume she's
still gettting the bus card, too.

The AFDC students are supposed to attend class 20 hrs, &
week. Their attendance i regulated monthly by DHS., If
it falls below a 75% participation level, they will lose
their day care. That's what the “system" tells then.
More than half of the women in my class do not meet the
participaticn level, bult they are allowed to stay on my
roll beczuse "we need the numbers”. Meanwhile, there is
a2 waliting list of cother people who want to come to
school, but, because gpace is limited, I don't have room
for them,



It has been sald that the student can only be

reinstated cne time after they fail to meet the required
participation level. The ones who get “dropped® turn
right around and get a new referral to c¢ome to school,
because they have learned to work the systewm. Half of
the seats in my ¢lass are "occupied" by people whe fail
to show up as reguired.

Many of the women in my class freguently come dreased in
nevw Clothes, with salon halrstyles, sculpted nails, and
wear a lot of jewelry. Please understand that 1 am not
against women on wefare wanting to look nice. But vhen
a woman jumps up in the middle of ¢laess and announces
she must leave early because she has to renew her

health club membership, I think something is wrong.
Where do they get the money for these things if they are
"un welfare¥? How many of the government benefits are
*trickiing down® to meet the nutritional, educational
and physical needs of thelr children?

Among those whe do attend class, some won'‘t even pick up
a pencil. I have te¢ ¢oax, beg or bargin with them to do
classvork, or open thelr books Or work some math
problems. When I ask them why they are coming to
gchool, I get responses like “We have t0 s0 we can get
our check™, or "if we don‘*t, they'll short our food
stamps.”" I think the AFDC legislation went agtray when
it assumed that people on welfare had the maturity,
self-discipline and education to handle checks and food
stamps in a responsible way. One of my students uses
her check for lottery tickets; another talks of selling
haer food stamps for cash.

So that you won't write me off as a callous person, 1
want to tell vou that I was born into a “velfarze"
family. I am the gixth of eleven ¢hildren., 1In the 50's
and early 60'g my parents didn't get checks or food
stamps. A woman we called the “soup lady”™ came t& us
weekly with food and medicine, She took us to the
goctor if we needed to go. She was a person who related
to us, not & bureaucracy.

Whan I was 15, 1 went o live away from my family,
because I would not give in to the pressure to quit
school and go to work full time. Y rented 2 room in a
widow’s house, and got a restaurant job by lying about
my age. I paid $10/wk. for my room and bought my own
food., I was the first in my family to graduate from
high school. My history teacher and counsgelor helped ne
enroll in & state college. I worked two part-time job¥
and recelived a grant and a scholarship. I made the
Dean's 1igt and graduated on schedule. I have since
obtained a Master's as well.



Even though you might say I overcame the odds, I feel
like the ©0dd one out. My students have health care
through Medlcaid, I have been without health insurance
£0r two years because I am a part-time employee at two
part~time jobs., I can't afford health insurance, but I
am taxed zo that my students can have it, I don’t get
pald for sick days (I've missed one day in two vears).
I can't even afford ¢5 be a good citizen and serve on #
Jury, because I won't get paid for the time off.

Should a financial crisis arise, I can'only hope that
some of my good friends can help me out, If ¥ lose &
job due to budget cuts or downsizing, I can't drav un-
employment, because I am only a part~time employee. [
am 1ot married and have no children. 1 have tried to
live a responsible life. Berause of this, I am less
well off than the AFDC students I teach.

I accepted my teaching position bescause I felt that I,

a survivor of welfare and poverty, would be an
inspiration to these students, Forget that! How ¢an
they be ingpired to change their lives when they bhave it
better off than 1 4o7?

My plea to the government ig: Please find a way to feed
the “real" poor {not the ones who buy top brands with
food stamps). Please clothe the naked, and stop doling
out checks that go to purchase designer clothes. Do
something to provide shelter for the homeless, instead
of paying the rental fees on leather furniture and
YOR's., Stop giving benefits to the adult ckhildren of
America who have no intention of becoming self.reliant.
Cive the death sentence 0 this lifestyle that the
¥Great Society® birthed,

if our country must keep AFDC, let'se change the zcronym
to ACHP: Ald to Children with Dependent Parents,

Mozt respectfully,

%Mﬁﬁm

Teresa H. Moore
4331 % Pease S8t.
Houston, TX 77023
713.921-1251
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASH FNGTON

June 14, 1994

Mr. Wayne Carroll
P.O, Box 547
Hewitt, Texas 76643

Dear Mr, Carroll:
Thank you for your lctter concerning child support
enforcement. 1 appreciate vour faking the time to write

and for sharing your concerns with us.

1 am forwarding your letter to staff of the Working Group
on Welfare reform, Family Support, and Independence at

the Departinent of Health and Buman Services for review.,

ncexgly,

ruce Reed
Deputy Assistant 1o the President
for Domestic Policy

w5 v
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASMINGTON

Jupe 13, 1994

Mr. Kevin H. Hickey
108 Lexington Drive .
Silver Spring, Maryland 20901

Dcar Mr. Hickey:

Thark you for your letfer of June B enclosing your proposal on the
Community Work Experience Program. [ appreciate your taking the
time to share your ideas with us..

1 am sending your proposal to the Working Group on Welfare Reform,
Family Support, and Independence at the Department of Health and
Human Scrvices for review.

incercly,

¢¢ Reed
Deputy Assistant 1o the President
for Domestic Policy



Kevin H. Hickey
108 Lexington Drive
Silver Spring, Maryland 20901
{301) 5930867

June B, 19594

Bruce Reed

Deputy Assistant to the President
for Domestic Policy

The ¥White House

¥aghington, DC. 20500

Dear Mr. Boed,

I have been following the work of the Task Force on Welfare
Reform, and 1 atiended one of the sessions last summerx. Having
contributed to the welfare reform e¢fforts of the 1980's I am more
than a little interested in the Clinton Administration's efforts.

I recently submitted the enclosed program design 1o the Rhode
Island Department of Human Services. I think it's an interesting
approach to the Community Work Ezxperience Program. Y hope that
whatever finally results from your work it will afford, support,
and motivate states to try different approaches. I think it
vital that the entire community be invited and summoned to
contribute its talents, time, and experience. In a small way ¥
think my design does just that through its reliance on active
managerial and worker facilitators.

If I can be of any service {unpaid or otherwise) to you, the
President, and your staff, 1 would be bappy to do so.

I extend my best wishes to you and sy appreciation for what you
and the Administration are trying to accomplish.

Sincerely,

/*/A/,W; #, /%
Kevin H. Rickey '

gnclosure



THE WHITE BQUSE
WABHINGTON

June 17, 1994

Mis. Donna Flrod
P.O. Box 87
Whiteville, Tennessee 38078

Dear Mrs. Elrod:

Thank you for your letter concerning welfare reform, [ appreciate your
taking the time to write and for sharing vour concerns with me,

I am enclosing the detailed summary of the Work and Responsibility Act
of 1994, 1 hope this will answer your guestions on our proposed welfare
reform plan.

I am also forwarding your letter to staff of the Working Group on
-Welfare Reform, Family Suppont, and Indcpendence at the Department of
Health and Human Services.

wcc
rue Rerd

Deputy Assistant to the President
for Domestic Policy



Mra. Dormma Elrog
BB Bow BT :

Whiteville, Tonm, 28075

Bruce Reed

White House Ride
Walfare Beforn
Wemshington, B, O,

Degr My . Resd,

I resd zn sriicle in the Commercial Appeal that combsined youn
rame and was talking about Charles Murray's thinking sbout welfare.
I wouwld like to say & & taxpayver,Mr. Murvay ig on the right track:
Trhere are howsver & few things oo one speske about in the reforn. One
ig the fraud going on. 1 know of tws cases where the wife goss to
Humarn Services and tglls thal she and her husbend are separiated,
gpplies for help,and gets foold stapps,wslifsre,W. 1 0K ehildoare
andd anytiing =lse thHal is fres. One case has spent yeprs in the
Vaorztional Schocl  and will continug 8 long xs ihe Soverrment oavs
Mer to ge. I owould like 10 kKnow who investigsies these claims? How
can we continueg Lo support &1 theses peopls asmd et abead? One of
thie cases hushand 315 & weldsr god makes & good selary, bhay e
sepmrated now but only for T monthe, the help was there long before,

Thoere are® people that need halp,.mest of then would be Loo prowud
bt apply for 11, Fivet ihe Governsenit nesds to gel Lo work on ihe
fraud. End ittt Then work cn the cnes thatl really meed 1b, a0 make 1L
so that if caught teking help under false statements there would
be & penality,like paying back to the Government the sorsy. 17 in
this Town af 1,100 peopie I know of ftwo csaes,bow bad can it he
nation wide? Just wanted o zwdd a few thouohls Lo yvour alvaeady Mepd-
ache! Thanks for listening and ags a Taxpaysr 1 réeslly & tived of
feeding the people Lhat mave wmore than [ do! I oas 81 vears old, and
have been very hard bhit in my 1ifg,. ] managed wiibosul Soverrvment help
and s can & lot of others. What I have worked for sl gsarned, has
made a stronger persort. )

Thanks for yvour Lime andgd 1 booe soon ohmnges will be mads!

Bincerely,
Mrs, Dosimg B vod

s N Sl
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Correspondence# 1024358
pepartment of Health and Human Services

Ma. Carpgl D, Jackson .
1518 Fifth Avenue ~—=
Deg Moines, Iowa 50314 ,

e ki% P
Dear Ma. Jackson: L ﬁ}éﬁg{jﬁ; %%‘:Ei}£i>

Thank you 8¢ much for your letter. President Clinton greatly
appreciates the trust and confidence you have expressed in him by
writing.

To give your concerns the special attention they deserve, the
President has asked me to forward your leiter to the Department
of Health and Human Services. I have asked them to provide you
with a prompt reply, but please bear in mind that it may take
several weeks to look thoroughly into the congerns you have
raised. Should you have any questions after reviewing their
responge, you may write to: Department of Health and Human
Services, 200 Independence Avenue, 5.W., Washington, ILC. 20201,

Thank you for your patience.
Sincerely,
rgha Scott
Deputy Assistant to the President

Director of Correspondence and
Presidential Messages

73072 :?ng



THIS FORM MARKS THE FILE LOCATION OF ITEM NUMBER f
LISTED IN THE WITHDRAWAL SHEET AT THE FRONT OF THIS FOLDER.

THE FOLLOWING PAGE HAS HAD MATERIAL REDACTED. CONSULT THE
WITHDRAWAL SHEET AT THE FRONT OF THIS FOLDER FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION. -
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Carol @..Jackgaa
1518 5th Ave.
e Moines, Jowg

50314

President Clinton
White House

1660 Penn. N.W.
washington D.C. 20500

-

}

Dear Mr.

< L]

,_w.‘%ﬁ
1

President:

Writing to you may seenm Stupla to many_peapl&,_due A6 the
logs of confzdence WANY “have expressed in you. But President
MYifton, I am one who his not 1EEY EHEY confidence.

I am writing in regards to your plans for welfara reform.

At this time I need to say that I feel real afraid to what's
going t¢ happen. My fears stem from not being able to
obtain gainful employment.

Yes, I know I am one of thousands, maybe milliong who ara
unempioyed, but Sir, T am aigo one of a few who *"want" to

work, who has gone back to school for the last 4-3 yvears

and still cannot sell my education and knowladge f£or smployment.
Alsc, not that it should make any difference, I am an African
American.

e

T have lived on welfare for the last 17 years, and when I
decide to make a difference in my life., it gets tougher.

Now we have a plan, but that plan if I don't find employment
will put me and my children in the street.
Yes, I am married. %y husband is a janitor, worwing

part time SRR b e ariee ALY Child support recovery
takes half of his &&xniﬁgs, l&av:ng him with 177.00 to halp
support a family of six including himegelf. He is a2 janitor
with & degres from college, yves he i3 also African American.

I asi, what ¢an a person do? Itve writien to the 8ov. of

sur state, Gov. Bransited. My letter was shifted to the
tiuman Service department here in Des Moines, Iowva.

Itve ¢ried out to the system, I've ¢ried out to the Gov't,
1've cried out to God and your know what, I'm still sitting
at home crying. I don't believe a minimum wage job will
help me to reform from welfare. I don't helieve a minimum
wage job will help me to support my family, my four children.


http:welfa.re

The last job I had, I lost because I reported child abuss,
in all forms, and sexual harassmpent. I'm paving today for
telling people what has happerned to me in a work plage.
This was told te the Gov. and nothing was done. Bui yet
there ig laws against ¢hiid abuse and sexual harassment.
This went as far as the perpetrator being fired and vet

I am still ocut of work. ‘

Mr. President or who-ever reads this., how can welfare
recipients make a difference if we are being held against
our will in poverty by a system that will now allow us to
he or become that productive person in which "they® {systeom}
long for us to be.

Mr. President, I have no doubts that vou will do your job.

A job that is much bigger than any of us welfare clients.
But I do need to ask that something be done. There are
many who do notvt want welfare, and there are many, such as
myself who believe welfare is a temporary service for those
who "need” help. I algo know that welfare is degrading, it
leaves no room for seif-estgem, 1T I6aves many lazy peoplie,

people Who just 1ay around walting for that check once a
nonth.

Again, but who am I7 Just one who wants to make a difference,
one who wvants to be. If 1 oniy had a chance, 1 could prove
myself as worthy, productive and sincere about beify
productive, -

Mr. President, there ig no-one else 0 tell my story to.
LJ&RH;&&&J&mxnmlmxﬁéﬁwa job ang 1T want to be able to take
care of my children, without public asszstance.

Whit can I do? Volunteering will not pay my bills, volunteering
will not provide a roof oveyr our heads or food in ouy mouths.
Voluntesring is not the solution.

T know I am grabbing at straws by writing, but I know some-
enge has an ansvwer, I understand 8ir, that you're a very
busy person, but are you to busy to speak with a person who
needs to understand what is happening or who needs answers
to what I believe ig a major problem and is going to be a
major problem for thousands of other welfare recipients.

The only problem with my situation is that I "want” to work.
I've gone to school, T've earned many certificates and two
college degrees, I've complzhed what socliety would say is a
test of willingness to better myseif, but yet I remain in

— - ] - - cw - = TE e o oo B D, R



1. . [N

and below poverty, not even being able to pay my rent at

. this peoint.
y!l
7 Sir, practically g¢giving up, but hanging on, I will continue
;V to keep my eyes on tha Lord and to hope and pray that before

the reform begins I can begin Lo do better for myself and for
my family.

God bless you Mr. President and the FPirst Lady, and mayhe
my writing you was not as stupid as some people may think.

Thank you for listening, maybe, just maybe I can receive

a reply or a comment to what I can do. One cother thing.
please don't refer me to our Gov't or gur system. I've tried
that route. I've tried and it has failed me.

Again, thank you and may God hless you and yvour family.

Cfdmxmmi /ﬁg, Kot Fedtry

Larci D. Jagks

1518 5th Ave.

ies Moines, Iowa 50314 - -
AR15)288-84010

i
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Correspondence$ 1293543
Department of Health and Human Services

wh -
Pebruary 4, l§94 f4§j§>

Ms. Jodie . Mills
Apartment. 4

20024 36th Avenue South
Seattle, Waghington 98198

Near Ms. Mills:

Thank you so much for your letter. President Clinton greatly
appre¢iates the trust and confidence you have expressed in him by
writing.

To ensure that your concerns are addressed, 1 am forwarding your
letter to the Department of Health and Human Services £or any
appropriate action. Please bear in mind that it may take some
time to look thoroughly into the”concerns vou have rdised.

Should you wish to contact them divectly, you may write to:
pepartment ¢f Health and Human Services, 208 Independsnce Avenue,
$.%¥., Washington, D.C. 20201.

Many thanks for your patlience.
Sincerely,
rgha Scott
Depuby Assistant to the President

Director of Correspondencs and
Presidential Meesages

%@/ﬂw’{
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ﬁwembef 8, 1983 L

rng Shalala S
gzpa;tment of Health & Human Services <KDY 5,
200 Independence Avenue S.W., Room 600E _ i - Ig
washington, DC 20201
RE:  Our Welfare System e
h;‘;;:‘}'

Dear Ms. Shalala:

| would fike to congratulate you on your recent appointment by President Clinton {0 head the
Depariment of Health and Human Services. [ would also like to offer my support in the
tremendous jiob that waits you - that job bsing the reform of the current welfare system in this
country. In addition, I would like to offer my comments and suggestions conceming this
groblem,

A recent sriicle (Auqust 29, 1993) in the Dallas Moming News shows that the State of Texas
has had a 52% change in AFDC caseloads from 1989 to April 1983, The article continued to
state that “despite everyones best efforts, the number of welfare recipients has climbed
inexorably, increasing by one-third since 1989." | am sure similar figures exit for rest of the
nation. | beligve the time has come for major ¢changes in our current welfare system.

As a former welfare recipient from the State of Califernia, | do understand and agree that there
is a need for & weltare system in the United States. 1 4o not, however, agree that il should be
a parpatual system - thare has 1o be a stopping pointt

I 1971 | fourd myself in the position of being a divorced mother with no high school education
or jobs skilis and two chiltiren {0 support. My only oplion was the California weifare system. By
taking advantage of educhtional opportunities available 10 me af that ime, | was off the welfare
system partially by 1873 and fully by 1975. | strongly believe that others can and should do
the same. Vo

The California welfare system had a program called WIN or Work Incentive Program. Under
this program 1 took the opportunity to complete my high schoot diploma by attending an aduit
high school. In addition to working on courses to complete my high school digioma, | was
attending business courses offered by the same school. During school hours my children
attended a state run child care facility. Besides my regular welfare check, | received
additional funds each moath as an incentive to stay in this program. This program alss taught
me how to interview for a job, how to dress properly for a job interview and generally offered
support in all my efforts,

! am sure that there are similar and more advanced programs available to walfare recipients in

most states hut getting people o take advantage of these opportunities is a vital key fo this

system. information aboul such programs should be made available to all weifare recipients

and they should be strongly urged to take advantage of any such program or possibly lose

their benefits.  In addition, after training, the recipient shouid be given additional assistance

for child care and medical benefits, if deemed necessary, The mind set of many recipients is

“Why should | take a job eaming minimum wage, which usually doesn't provide adequately for. = =
my family, when | will lose banefits ". In this situation there is no incentive to improvel

cp-a3iIe- 8
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gducation and training provide some of the answers but it is not a panacea, Parents may
nesd help in raising their self-esteem, coping with deprassion and may need soma guidance in
their parenting skills. From personal experience not enough is being done to make absent
fathers support their children. Stronger laws need to be instituted and enforced in &l states.

There are no easy answers {0 this remendous problem but | think there are answers that will
serve us all well, taxpayer and welfare recipient, alike. We all nead to work together to find

them,

As for me parsonally, { currently work for 8 major oit company in Dallas as a Jr. Tax Audit
Analyst. | am working on my bacheior's degree in accounting. Both of my children attend the
University of Texas at Adington, One of them will scon graduate with a degree in criminal
justice. Thers is Indeed fife after welfare! 'm living proof of that,

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely yours,
FLabldurs T (ol

. K&?ﬁeen M. Chaimers
2124 Laramie Drive
Mesguite, TX 75148
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Blaine, Wash. 98231

_ ’l 5 ,,, September 10, 1993
gl

Welfare peform Working Group
200 Indegendence ave.,S.W.Room 63BE

Washington, D.C. 20201

Gentlemen/Ladies:

] - on August 20th, I was flicking the channels on TV and caught Bruce
Reed and the tale end of the C-SPAN program. They said that if anyone
had any ideas about how to “improve the systen® to write in,

I have never written to any other program {government or otherwise}
but felt so strongly about this issue that I knew I must write in.

1f T had been asked years ago about people on weifare I probably
would have said that most of them were cheaters. Because I knew a few,
Lazy people who didn't want to work and knew how to "work the system”.
Tt use to make me mad,

But, if you ask me the same guestion today, I have a different
cutlook. Yes, there are still cheaters out there. But I think that what
you have a let of today is people who have, for one reason or another,
been thrust into poverty., Mostly women and children; because of divorce
situations, %Mggﬁggxmgn§¢r I have met wany others in the same situation
I'm in. My sister has also recently [because of divorce and lack of
child support) had to go on welfare. Years ago, when I was still married,
ny best friend ended up having to leave her husband and ask for assistance
as she had twe small children to take-care of, I know of many other
battered wives and victims of abuse who all needed assistance. We hate
the welfare system, but have no place else to turn,

Going on welfare is an geye-~opener., It is not a system that helps
but actually binders., If you get any extra money in {as in child support
or gifts) and report it, it will be deducted two months down the rocad
from your check. That then means you will be exitremely short on money
that month to pay bills. Y¥our bills then go in the rear and you are then
forever tryving unsuccessfully to catch up. I am constantly getting
disconnsct notices on my electyic, heat, water, and telephone. Not to
mention that there have been times when the rubbish company didn't collect
my rubbish because I hadn't paid the bill, I then find myself trying to
beg and bargain with all of these companies. If you take any of your
check money to buy needed clothes or shoes for your children you then
once again become shoxt on money for the billis. I usvally try to go to
a couple of churches that give out free clothes and shoes but many times
you cannot get the right sizes., I then go to second~hand shops to buy
used items. Once again you cannot always f£find the right size to fit.

It becomes very discouraging, Plus the items that you see at the churches

are usually items that are very worn or stained or in neeqd of repair,

I have also had to now bury my pride and go to the food bank, It helps

to stretch out your food stamps. But the food that you get there is | | ...
usually beyond the date and vegetables and "fruit aré usdally reotten, It )
i5 hard to £ind anything that is fresh and good at the food bank. This

then makes you feel like you don't deserve anything better, My children

have asked me, "why is it that we always get rotten food?" “Is God

punishing us?" :
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(2)

ot to be discouraged on welfare. 1 get depressed a lot
being controlled by my husband to being controlled by
1 have also been lied to by people who work for the
ow not to trust the people who work for the system.

It is hard D
Bow I wapt from
System, gg, I know n

How I would change the system, would be to give the people hope and
encouragement. Not despair! When someone enters the system find opt
what thair skills are {and interests}. If they need to further their
educatjon then set that up so that they can, Give them the training that
they will need in order to get a good job. what I feel should be done
about gaycare needs is that there should be a screening for moms who
would be qualified to work in a daycare setting. ({(Welfare moms) Instead
of having the state pay for daycare, let the welfare moms operate a day-
care for other welfare moms only. Have a supervisor there at all times,
If the moms need to learn CPR teach them! I had daycare in the past that
was paid for by the state and it is difficult te find daycare because
the state pays less than what the daycare charges, Plus the daycare then
has to deal with waiting for payments and plenty of paper work, It isn't
good business senseé to take welfare children. Construct a daycare build-
ing that would be big enough to have a few rooms s0 that you could sepa-
rate according to age. Let the welfare moms operate the daycare so that
other welfare moms can go to work or back to school to further their ed-
ucation, Do not chaxge for the daycare service! Jf a wmom is only making
$5.00 or $6.00 per hour she cannot afford to pay for daycare, It is im-
possible! She won't get rich either! So nobody needs to worry about that.

Do not penalize somecone on welfare if they get a little extra money,
They are not going to get rieh in a hurry! The extra money is a godsendl

Provide trangportation to a job or school with & van or wini-bus,
There are a lot of people on welfare who cannot afford a car and they
don't have bussing in every community. Again you could have someone on
welfare operate this vehicle.

Have a section of the welfare office for jobs only. Better than
what they have at the unemployment office. Ask emplovers that are seeking
workers to call the welfare office first, See if some employers would be
willing to train., Have someone check on the people who get hired to see
if it has worked oul. Let's have some success stories!

I also feel that the welfare office could benefit f£rom a wonthly
newslefter., I thought about starting my own! The newsletter could in-
clude free clothing and other items that people would be willing to give
to others in need. If someone needed a ride or babysitting that couléd be
included as well. Success stories could also be printed, therefcre giving
encouragemsent to others.

Another idea about daycare would be o give the moms some incentive
to work there, Give them extra money in theix monthly check or separately,
Moms with young children might like to work in a daycare. Once again, do
not penalize the moms for the extra money.

I do not feel that moms on welfare should keep having children but
I don't know what would be a solution to the problem as it seems to be an
attitude or free spirit style. Hot caring how many children they bring
into the world, Maybe an offer of free birth contrel? I do not believe
that everyone on welfare should be sterilized or that the women should be
forced to have birth contrel implants in their arms. ’

v sn



2. {3}

What really makes my blood beil is when I see reporis on TV about
pecple who are on welfare in 5 or more states! These people are true
criminals! How these people can live with themselves is beyond me,
There should be a task force to keep on top of such criminals. Also,
anyone who may be working in a welfare office and also ¢ollecting from
the system. Maybe there should be a reward system {money} for anyone
who turns in someone cheating the system, It would save money in the

\gj long run, Plus, scme of the people who do the cheating are from other

countries. 1 feel that we shouldn't rell out the carpet for people from

other countries, People from other countries should not be allowed to
come here and get immediately on welfare, I know of a family living in
& brand new home and they are on welfare. There are eight children in
the family and the husband doesn't believe in birth control, 'They can

hardly speak English but have new clothes, bikes, ete,. The man will /,}

have a hard time getting off of welfare because his English is so poor
that I doubt that he will be able to get a job. His wife just had a
baby in June and so she will probably have another one in 1994, These
people live better than my family does and T have lived here in this
country all my life; working upe until 1991, 1 have been working and

paying taxes since 1871, I do not feel that people from other countries

should be allowed to get any welfare benefits at all, Maybe then you
wouldn't ses g0 many pecple s0 eager to c¢ross the border. Once these
peaple come they then send word back for other relatives and friends to
do the same, This is more of & drain on an already drained system. I
am not speaking about just Mexico but other countries as well, There
are some people who f£ly in from other countries to collect their wel-
fare then they fly back. Let's put a stop to such pecple!

well I do hope that my long letter will be read and acknowledged.
I will be waiting to hear from you., - -

1 am looking for work, if you know of any jobs in the Whatcom
County area, I'm willing to be trained., I do not want to be on welw
fare for the rest of my life-but 1 need a good paying job in order to
support my family,

i dmeed
UL idptatinec wa WZM

Sincerely,

Susan B.Metcalf
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11/29/93 PERSONAL STORIES DATABASE page 2

STATUS: *

IDENTIFICATION OF WRITER:

Mary Gerhart
1339 High Street
Buoyrus, (OH 44820

(411) se -85 %
BRIEF SYNOPSIS OF LETTER:

CG lettar, single mother of two children on welfare, could not
afford to take a job because she would lose Medicald coverage for
hergelf and children, worried about dental care being dropped
£rom Medloald (1n Chio?)

IDENTIFICATION OF PRIMARY LETTER CONTENT:

\\ GOVERNMENT-RELATED HEALTH CARE PROGRAMS \MEDICAID \ LOST
COVERAGE/GAINFUL EMPLOYED
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IDENTIFICATION iTER

Mary Gerhart
133% High Street
Bueyrus, OH 44820

CG letter, single mother of twe children on welfare, could not afford to taks
a jub because she would lose Medicaid coverage for herself and ¢hildren,
worried about dental care being dropped from HMedicald (in Ohio?)

GOVERNMENT-RELATED HEALTH CARE PROGRAME

MEDICAID
LOST COVERAGE/GAINFUL EMPLOYED
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STATUS: (510) 676-1957%

IDENTIFICATION OF WRITER:

Robina Marques~Phelps

2001 Salvio 5t, Buite 17

Concord, CA 394520

BRIEF SYNOPSIE OF LEPTIEH:

widow at 24 with two kids struggles through welfare system, got

tringing to raise children., Felt humiliation at treatment by
providers. Problems of losing coverage when jobs lost.

IDENTIFICATION OF PRIMARY LETTER CONTENT:

\\MEDICAID\SPENDING DOWN POOR
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Hoose of Representatives : e
Washington, BE 20515-1320
July 1, 1993

¥r. David Ellwced

Mr. Bruce Reed

Co-Chairs, Working CGroup on Welfare
Reform, Family Support and lndependence
The White House

Washington, D C, 20300

Boear Mssrg, BEllusnod and Reed:

Thank vou for vour recent letter regarding the creation of the
President’s Working Group on Welfare Reform, Famlly Suppert and Independence,
I wish you well in your work on thils complex issue and appreciste your
invitation to share my thoughts with you. .

The President has set forth seme important prineiples for welfare reform,
People who work full-time should have the hope of Lifting thelr family above
rhe poverty ling by their work. More effective child support enforcement is
egsential, so that ebsent parents hear thelr fair share of the cost of raising
their children, = fducgtion, training, and other services, including chilld
care, must be made available o people on welfare so that they can make the
transition &6 work. And reciplents must understand that recelpt of caszsh
welfare payments entalls a responsibility to work if they are able. I support
these core principles,

If welfare i¢ to be suceesszsful and regain the support of the American
public, 1t must do & better job of encouraging self-sufficiency and reduce the
tendency of some families to become mired in dependasncy. One of the issues
that must be addresssd is what happens to mothers who have addirional
children. Some governors have suggested redusing the Increase in thelr
weilfare paymentg in order to reduce any financlal incentive to have more
ghildren. 1 think there {s s better approach which buillds on the President’s
principles.

Laet us begin with a fundamental reform. Every healthy walfare recipient
will have three cholces to remain eligible for payments: formal education,
Job training, er public service employment.: There will be ne exceptions. We
will accept the responsibility to make child care and tramsportation
avallable, using other welfare reciplants to'provide it

¥hat happens 1¥f another baby is bérm to the famlly? ¥For the first 6
months, the mother will be allowed to stay at home to nurture the child. She
will be encouraged to breastfeed, and will be offered craining I other
parenting skills o give the child the best possible start durlng those
critical early months, But every child over the-age of & months who is on
welfare will see hls or her parent leaving for work or schoel every day.

®
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Mr. David Ellwood -- Page 2

¥We will condition the Increase Ln welfare payments for that baby on
several factors:

1. Diligent prenstal care befors the baby is born;

Z. Timely check-ups and immunizations after the baby {s born;

3. Family plenuing counseling;

h Enrellment and sctive partizsipation in Wil and Head Start; and

5. For unmarried methers, cooperation In ideatifylng the father so we
can establish his c¢hild support responsibilicy.

Those whe live up to these goals will receive s welfare payment Increase
in recogunition of the needs of the additional child., Fsailure to live up to
these goals will diminish or eliminaste ther extra income.

This approach seeks te encourage good behavier asnd give the Infant the
best chance to survive and succeed.

It will save money ln the long term, because each of the elaments
designed to protect and enhance tha child will spare cur economy expense in
the future. Fewer low blrthweight bables in intensive care undty, kids
tmnunized sgalnst childhood dlseases, and invelvement of familles in WIC and
Head Start all contribute to the plus zide of the ledger. And those savings
will subgidize the schocling and work eopportunities for the parents.

For this system to work, the federal government must make the commitment
to ensure that svery healthy welfare reclpient participates in job training,
education, or work. But the irvestment is worth It. The children who grow up
in the restructured system will be much stronger and have & greater chance to
succeed than those who are mired in the welfare system of today.

1 am encouraged by the President’s interest in this {ssue and look
forward to the results of your work.

Sincerely,

Richard J. Durbln
Heaber of Congress
RID: ek
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May 25, 1994

Mr. Arthur D. Pratt

President

Flynn Christian Fellowship Houses, Inc.
4040 West 10th Street

Indianapolis, Indiana 46222

Dear Arthur:

Thank you for your recent letter. I appreciate you taking
the time to outline the Life-Incentive Program.

‘A8 you know, the current welfare program, Aid to Families
with Dependent Children (AFDC) has encouraged dependency and
illegitimacy. I support the thrust of your proposal, the Life-
Incentive Program because it addresses the flaws with the AFDC
program and promotes job and family responsibility.

I have shared your proposal with colleagues involved in the
welfare reform debate.. I have forwarded your outline to Senator
Moynihan, the Chairman of the Senate Finance Committee. Senator
Moynihan has.- been an advocate of welfare reform for many years.
Also, I have sent your plan to Senator Hank Brown, chairman of

the Senate Republican Welfare Task Force and to the co~chairmen
of President Clinton‘’s Welfare Task Force, Bruce Reed and David
Elwood.

I am not certain that welfare reform will be addressed
this year. The Finance Committee has been working
exhaustively on health care these last few months. At this time,
Senator Moynihan has not scheduled any hearings to consider
welfare reform. The Administration has kept delaying the
introduction of its welfare plan.

Again, thank you for the outline. I admire your desire to
improve the lives of people on welfare.

Sincerely,
. VR
Tt A
E)’U-"'Cﬂ r‘:-t"’c/, | R.Lchard G. Lugar
aAI;Ia.af et O United States Senator
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“Life Effectiveness Training (LET)

1505 North Delaware 84 4 PRoe Board Of Directors
Indianapolis, IN 46202 RIS ITE 54, Arthur D. Pratt
(317} 6389998 Prasident

April 21, 199

Sanator Sdchard Luser
linited Ztotes Seaate
336 Rert Bullding

Fegh! agton, U. €. 29519

Lear Mo

Janet Bair
Vice-Prezident
Hobert Adsit
Seeretarv-Trecsurer

Sheils Adsit

i Rev. Edward Jones
Ken Lemons

1. E. Michasl, M.D.
Phil Patterson

Basil RHomanovich
Vie Ruthig

Rev. Mac Wells

Norman White
issac Womack

I appreciate your wark resjzonse Lo our
Johnella Womack

proposal 2 poasge oud AFLDC delfars snd reogluce

it with a Life~Incentive Program wnich would

affer sovernment Ipans to poverty-ievel teen- Judge D. William Cramer

agers to develop bolh their vocational and Rarl Stipher, Esq.

gvocational skills, Deceased
~ have drawn up 2 brief ocutline of the

rineiple concepts hehind a i1l thot would

phage out AV Helfara ana replzce i% with a

ife-Incentive Frogram. wWould you conszider

using your stal? to shape such a bHill and further

present it to the 3enate and to the Prazident?

T realize that a honing of this didea wauld be

necessary bt Jeel tha basic concepts are sound.

Elvis T. Fleming
Director of Depelopment

Dorothy Perine
Execuitve Assistant

I realize that this is on embitious prograrm
mut feel that radicel surzery is recuired if thae
inner olty 15 Lo be turned arsund.

Sincerely in Christ,

Zﬁgééﬁff;hf;illzgquF7&m%7

Lrinur Prati, Presidert
Life Effectiveness Traininy

1

Incelosurs:  ouhline

Life Bffectiveness Training (LET) is a comprehensive ;Srograrn of Drug/Aleohol Freatment
Sponsored by Flynn Christian Fellowship Houses, Inc. A Not-For-Profit Corporation

-
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an Outline for Legislation to Phagse Qub AFIC Welfare
and Substitute g Life-Incentive Program
for Below Poverty-Level Eighteen Year Olds

1. AFDC dellare Por szge eighieen recipients would be discontinued and the
entire program gradually phssed out, ALl recipients presenii} on wellare
would continug unless diverted to work in training by other zovernment
DUOETams,

2. A new Life~Incentive Program admimistered by the Welfare Department would
be instituted as follows:

a. At nge fourtean, as a suhstitute for AFDC, all poverty-level children
would be tested and reviewsd by Yelifare in so-operation with the
Public Schools to determing a Life-Incentive Plan with twe goals
wnich tha gtudents thamselves would chooser (1) a vocation for which
training in high school would immediately commence; (2) two
avecations {like basketball, woodworking, figure skating, Zospel
singing, ete.), training for which could alse immediately commence,

b, If at age elghteen the ineiplent training for both the vocation and
avacation were successfully started - and the gtudent had a pari~time
job returning 2 minium of $80 a week - the student would qualify for
govsrnment, low-intersst loans to complete four more years of 4rain-
ing in hig or her cassen fields. ILoans of up to $150 a month, ws in
the case of student college loans, could be repald graduaslly after
the student had obtained work in 2ls or her chosen vogational fields.
Harried stuwlients would be ellmuble Tor an adiitlonal 3102 a month,
thus giving an incentive to marriass amonz the poor.

cw  The situdenits would roceive Medloandd during ths dursiion of their
truining which could be sxtended up o five years in special cusges.
“he velfars Lepartient s

B woild provide gcounceling gervices during the
ineivient and Sinzl staye

tager of the Lifs-Incentive Flan,

Piscussion: APDC YWelfare, ms it presentlis opsrates, unwittingly gives incenw
tives to {a) have childran out of wedlsck when the husband rarely is siznifi-
cantly involved in the Pamily, and {») unwittingly forms in the recipient a
state of dependency thait reduces persenal incentive,

In the Life-Incentive Frogram:

8. Poth men and women would bhe iandueed at age fourteen to receive
voeational tralaing and to begin to plan to enter the job market.

b, Witk a job bringing in %820 a week and a loan of £157 a monih, there
would be sufficient ineccme For both & young man and woman %o be
married and to %eyin %6 restore the two-parent family in the linner
gity. The additional 32120 Lo married couples wouwld further encourage

marriaze,

-l-
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6, Students would Be helped where they live and An their schools rather
transportad ¢ spacial Yeamps® for their training.

d. Training in ths avocational areas might produce a greab variety of
new ysuth activitises, such as dashebbell tcurnsments, Gossel singing
contests, chess tournaments, woodworking commetition in toye® and
wdrlas’ clubs and community centers which would increase their
surriculum,

e, The high school welfare workers would be challenged %o help boys and
girls toward significant careers and Tamily snd cultural develonment,

£. for a married couple, the incoms would be ag follows:

bwo part-time jobs, minimun 3320 364D
twe loans 2 21%) each: 323
133 sdditional for a married couple: 133

51, 0hv

This would prove sufficient income to start a family, thersby encouraging the
low-income males bo adopt not only Job respensibhilibies but alse parantal
responsitilities. This would compensate for the present lack of incentive
among young males <hat must contribute subsbantiall to crime and dslinguancy
problems in the inner city.

Summary: The present welfare systerm, which encourages dependency, largely
exclugding males from family responsibility, would be gradually transformed
te a system encoursging both Job and fardly respensidility among both men and
WOmes.
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Founder

Harry Chapin
1942-1981

Chain

dames B, Chapin
Executive Divector
and Co-Founder
Bill Ayres

" Established 1975
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World Hunger Year

585 Eighth Avenue « 21st Ficor
New York, NY 10018-6582
212.629-8850

Fax 212.465-9274

April 8, 1994

Bruce Reed

Office of Domestic Policy

Deputy Assistarit to the President {or Domestic Policy
1600 Pennsyivania Averiue, NW 7

Washington, DC 20050

Dear Bruce,

I enjoyed mecting with you yesterday. | am sofry that 1 had to leave in the middle
of your responses to our many questions. My best friend and partner’s wife died
suddenly the day before, and 1 needed 1o cateh 5 irain back to New York,

Here is an updated version of the sheet | gave you. T know that some members of
the Working Group think Child Support Assurance is another name for wellare,
but the difference is work and the increasing involvement of the absent parent.
Certainly it is only one piece in the poverty puzele (of our enclosed
Hunger/Poverty Wheel}, but it is a most important element.

The strategy that I have not heard people talk about recently is actually eliminating
AFDC payments {or families who have the whole assurance package outlined on
the accompanying sheet. [ realize that finding jobs for all these women is niot
casy, but it will be far easier if the need only be half-time jobs and {ar more
appealing if recipients know they will almost double their income and maintain
health eare if they find a part-time job.

I would be happy lo discuss this-matter further with you and other Working
Group members, In the meantime 1 will be working to gencrale grassroots
support for the package.

Best regards,
Bill Ayres

Exccemive Direcior

Enclosures.

R vy N .o L R L LY R T T P mam e ohg



Ending Welfare As We Know It:
Child Support Enforcement & Assurance

-

Single Mother and
Two Children 1994

Child Support Enforcement

Current Welfare System and Assurance with 1/2 time
$5 an hour job

Aid to Families with

Bapendent Children
Notional Aversge: $4,404 NONE
Food Stomps: $2,B88 §1,704

Assuming no excess sheller
and deperndent care costs

School Meals: YES YE&
*"Child Care: NO--Unless in education . 32,000 Estimate--Depending on age of
B e T e or training program. % + .+ children and working hours and locality.
VEITG S+ 5«0 T AT e CNONES.TE < 51,560 EITC | |
—— L taane . . ' S £ 3J9BFICA
_ _ i $1,162 EITC Total
Wages: " NONE . $5,200
Child Support Assurance; NONE *33,500—-pavment from non-custodial
pareni or government, if necessary.
Health Care: YES ’ YES
;%// 2
Welfare Dependency; YES % /% NO - and part time jobs are easier o get
3 and kecp especially for single parents,
. '
Totai Nurdd
Income: . $7,002 $13,566

* An Average of 81,500 would come from the non-cuatedial parent under the present system of child support enforcement. |
Advantagoes of Child Support Enforcoment Assursnce: . )

1} Freos millons of ehildron and thelr parentr from poverty
{Thc Poverty Guldeline for a family of three i Jous than 342320 ax of April 1, 1994) '

2) Encourages and xu;};mrt,s waork and zellroliance. .

3) Requires absent parents to support thieir childron, ‘ . S

PR

For further information contuct Bill Ayres at *
Waorld Hunger Year

505 Bighth Avenue, 21st Fl,, Now York, NY 10018
{2121625-8850 1 {212)465-9274 fax

4} Eliminates the stigms and Intrusions of wszifsaxg‘ s

5} Rcducea sdministrative coste of wolfaro zm{i directs
the sysiem to laster gelf-rolinnes,

6) ReEQUIRES No New Goveanment SpeNpING.



The Reinvesting In America Hunger & Poverty Wheel

Jobs & Job
Training

Income & Children &
Tax Policy Families

Infrastructure

-

Soonomic . ——HUNGER and POVERTYe———Jpp \[*41¢

Development / \
\ Health Care / \ Agriculture

N . Education Crime, Drugs & 4
' the Legal

Food Policies

™, Housing & Homelessness _” '

“There is no single answer to hunger and poverly, no silver bullet
solution. 1t is all connected. Sofulions emerge when we, who are
working on paris of the problem, are connected to the whole through
one another. -~ Bill Ayres.

Reinvesting in American <A Frogram of World Hunger Year « 305 Eighth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10018 « 2326298850 « Z13-485-9274 tax}



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGYON

May 12, 1994

Ms. Miriam G. Bernsteln
3117 Esther bDrive
Cincinnati, Chio 45213

Near Ms. Bernstein:

Thank you for your letter oOf April 15
concerning welfare reforan. 1 appreglate
yvour taking the time to share your ideas
with us.

I am forwarding your letter to staff of
the Working Group on Welfare Refors,
Family Support, and Independence at the
Department of Health and Human Services
£Or review.

Again, thanks for taking the time to
write.

ncegely,

uce Reed
Deputy Assistant t¢ the President
for Domestic Policy
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L MIRIAM G. BERNSTEIN
' (7.15\ 9' [7 3317 ESTHER DRIVE
gﬂ{/ g 0 > CINCINNATL OHID 45213
{513) 7316741

April 15, 1994

Mrs. Hillary Rodbam Clinton
tio White House ]
Washingten, D.C, 20500

Pear Mrs, Clinten:

I spoke to Susan Nesz when she was in Cincianati recently, [ asked for the name of a
White House contact person in the arca of welfare reform. Susan suggesied that 1 send
the enclesed proposal to Bruce Reed.

Besides Bruce Reed, a copy of "SHOCK MARRIAGE™ A PROPOSAL FOR THE
REESTABLISHMENT OF THE TRADITIONAL AMERICAN FAMILY is
enclosed. T am copying this information to Susan Ness gs well.

President Clinfon and you have had an onistanding first year. Unfortunately, it is politics
as usueal, There is Hittle comfort and no need to tel) you 10 "beware of the Philistings!”

I hope that theve it serious consideration of my proposal.

Sincerely yours,

Ve Mo b

e ——
Miviam G, Bernstein



TIHE WHITE HOUSE

WASHIING TON

May 3, 1994

The Reverend Fred €. Kammer
PFresident

Catholic Charities USA
Suite 200

1731 King Strest
Alsxandria, Virginia 22314

Dear Fred:

Thanks s much for your letter about my
Administration's walfare reform efforets. %
share your belief that, for welfare reform to
be truly succesaful, we must move those who can
from welfare to work.

I undergtand your concern about how we accomplish
ocuy goals. My Administration's Working Group on
Welfare Reform has been drafting a system that
rewards work and makes it easier for familiea to
stay together. As yvou know, there is no sasy
answer, justi ag there is no single approach,

Rut every effort is being made to meet these two
fundamental criteria. I have shared your letter
with the Working Group s¢ its members will have
the benefit of your insight.

I hope you will continue to write me with your
thoughts. I am grateful for your friendship and
supsport, .

Sincerely,

L



May &, 1994

The Honorable Mike Jacobs
Johneon County Judge

Post Office Box 278
Clarksvillie, Arkansas 728230

Dear Mike:

Thank you for your letter regarding Johnson
County’s welfare reform efforts. I am pleased
that communities across the country are
encouraging Americans to take new responsibilitfy
for their lives.

&g you know, the Departments of Agriculture
and Health and Human Services are currently
reviewirng all applications for federal waivers
for experimental programs, and I am committed to
engsuring that this process ig complsted as
quickly as possible. I have shared your letter
with my Domestic Policy staff, and we will
certainly keep your thoughta in mind.

I appreciate your effcorts to provide the
people of your community the security they
deserve. I know I can gount on your continued
involvement in the process aw we work Lo make
this dream a reality for all of cur citizens.

gILL CLinTon

BC/DNP/po {Correa. #13341585)
(4.4acobe.m)

Sincerely.

cc: w/ ine Bruce Reed
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Janunary 27, 19%4

President Bill Clinton
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Doeayr President Tlinton:

in your recent State of the .Union Address, you announced to
by spring....This_ announcemeq&wcaméwgs a welcome relief to those of
us who agree that welfare’s original purpose -- to act as a second
chance and not a way of life -- has been overlooked far too long.

In September, 1992, our community was one of 13 in Arkansas that
received fundipg for.-a grant from Pamilies First to hire a
community coordinator.  While ﬁL&’%%Mﬁdxag of.this grant
strongly hinged upon the concept of ;establishing a Pamily Service
Center to- make- assistance easier ‘for those who truly need it,
anothexr eide of the 1issue socon became . apparent: government
assistance is a way of life for many of our county’s {and nation's}

residents. This prompted us to ask "why?® and “what can we do to
assist these people in becoming self sufficient?™ »

The leadership of Johnson County banded together at this time and
identified this issue as a potential problem for our county. We
developed a stategy to identify those personsg in the county who
were receiving welfare-type benefits and planned to track their
allocation over a period of time. We then held a meeting to gain
the state's approval to proceed with an in~depth study that would
identify those persons who were receiving two, three, four or more
various types of government aid (attachment A}. To do this,
waivers of confidentiality needed to be granted from welfare and
service~type agencies which served our county's residents.

The local HuuSLng Agthority and Section B Housing signed these
canﬁ;&autzalzty “waivers, buf a lot of resistance occurred when
other agencies were askKed to do the same. ~ASEG6Fding to a letter
from the state DHS office, the Office of General Council prohibited
such disclosure, especlally Medicaid recipients, citing federal law
which prohibits disclosure of any client identifying information,
Consequently, our plan to identify the barriers to self~suificiency
in our g¢ounty ended abruptly -because of state and federal laws
which protect the privacy of these individuals who are receiving
assistance from the taxpayer's moneyl


mailto:w~l;t~%,@_:c.eLorm.-act

We chose this strategy in our community with the balief that we had
a significant chance to improve the system in Johnson County. fThis
change was important because ocur county is currently undergoing an
enconomic boom with the location of several new industries and the
expansion of existing ones., Still, the number of welfare cases
does not appear to be diminishing. '

A strong arqument for welfare recipients not desiring to become
self~sufficient is that for many people this would mean an actual
reduction in benefits and income. Why give up a housing allowance,
food stampsg, medical insurance and other assistance when one takes
a minimum-wage job? One would need to begin a jJjob paying an
approximate $6.26 per hour* to equal the amount of assistance being
received through federal and state assistance.

uadly, for many Americans welfare has become a way of life: and
there appears t¢ be no internal drive to achieve self-sufficiency
for some. Welfare needs to be ‘a safety net for occasional
hardships that hit hard-working families. Agreeably, there needs to
be a time limit set aside for receiwving benefits to create a timely
structure in order to prepare oneself for employment again.

This letter's intent is to show how we proposed a strategy to work
with the concern of welfare reform in our county, and the resulting
barrier we encountered with government bureaucracy. We wish you
well in yeur endeavor to deal with this issue of great concern and
stand ready to help enforce the new legislation in this part of
Arkansas. Meanwhile, if we can be of any assistance, please let us
know.

Sincerely,

L

Mike Ja )
County Judge, Johnson County

MJ:ar

* ARVAC, November 1892

encl.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WABILINGTON

May 4, 1994

Mr. Arthur Pratt

Director

Life Effectiveness Tratning
1505 North Delaware
Indianapolls, Indiana 46202

ear Mr. Pratt:

Thank you for your April 2] letter to the President
concerning welfare reform. 1 appreciate your faking
the time {o share your ideas with us.

I am forwarding your matertal to staff of the Working
Group on Welfare Reform, Famlly Support, and
Independence at the Department of Health and
Human Services for review.

(:«fiﬁ eiy,
gru Ref:d

Deputy Assistant to the President
for Domestic Palicy



" Life Effectiveness Trammg (LET)

1605 North Delaware . _ Board Of Directors
Indianapolis, IN 46202 _ . Arthur D, Pratt
(317) 6389998 : President
Janet Hair

. Vice-President

April 21, 1994 Robert Adsit,

Kecretary-Treasurer

President Bill C‘linton Shetla Adsit
The White I{zuse Bt Rev, Edward dones
Waghington, D. C. 20500 Ken Lemons

1. E. Michael, M,D,
Phil Patferson
Besil .Romanovich
¥ic Ruthig

Rev. Mac W¥alls
Narmen White
Issac Womack
Johnella Womack

attention: Bruce Reed, Domestic Policy
Desr Pregident Clinton:

After meny yoars of providing transitionsal housing for

waelfare clients, we have undertaken during the last four
years bo abtempt to stabilize twenty welfare famililes in
parpanent housing. We have provided some social services
{housing, furniture, job possibilities) snd recrestional
services {cooksuts, birthday parties, tressure hunts for

Judge D, William Cramer
Kar) Stipher, Esqg,

! - A Pecensed
the children, Thankspiving and Christmas dinners). The
Pirectorts wife opersted a painting snd roof repair business Elvis T. Fleming
that offered temporary jobs to many ¢f the recipients. Direcior of Development
Rent from these families has paid 9% of the project's S,
casts., Dorsthy Perine

: Executive Assistant

The Director of this projsct and his family have Iived in .

the inner eiby in the center of the project and have on a

personal tasis become deeply acquainted wilth many of the welfars families,
Kany of the cookouis and other recreational services zare held in hig home
which hag becoma a8 sort of neighborbood center.

From this grass.rools expsrience, our observatlons about AFIX Welfare are as
follows:

1. Though probably not often consciougly getting pregnant to receive welfare,
young women have an assurance of probsbly twaenty years of income simply by
the virtue of having children, This unwittingly sets a gosl ol dependency
for them which must - sven subconseiously ~ affect their school pgrades and
their ambiticns in 1life.

2. Welfars mothers ususlly do not overtly sesk vork because they do not wish
1o lose the sscurdty of welfare payments and Medieaid. The longeierm
progran to help them get jobs and get off welfare {WINN} only succeeded in
getting 17 of their clients off of welfare because the jobs usnally did
not pay as well as welfare.

Life Effectiveness Training (LET) is a comprehensive program of DrugfAleohol Treatment
8ponsored by Flynn Christizn Fellowship Houses, Inc. A Not-For.-Profit Cerparation

N
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3. ¥Men play very aubservient roles in welfare families thai are highly
matriasrehal in struciure. Welfare encourages one-parent families and
discourages mnrriage. The men gre left with very litile responsibility
and, without Jobs, very 1ittle to live for., It isn't hard to imagine

why they commiti erimes.

k. Welfara women 0ré frustreied by thelr dependenty and have latent anper
which could sontribute to inner-city crime and discontent.

4. Welfare mothera are very disciplinary with their children whe frequently
grow up with great passivity or great anger or both. iany of these
ochildren sould be the problem pecple of the Tuture,

6. Welfare mothars often feel compelled to have more children ms their only
means to incrvase thelr inoomeE.

AFIC Welfare has grown in multiplying progressions: 5,500,000 on welfare in
1980; 19,700,000 in 19873 almost 14,000,000 in 1993. Welfsre is s nationsl
calamity. Tts faunit doss not lie with the welfare reciplents themselves btut
with the legislatiod that permits such a system.

Our recommendations Lo amerd this legisliation are:

1. Leave the proacat recipients on welfare but suspend wellars for new
reciplonts.

2, For new peciplonts, structure a new Life-Incentive Program which would
work as follownt high schocl siudents of below-poverty level would be
encouraged to choose an avocation {art, wood working, basketball,

Gospel music, ele.} ns well as a vocation. A1l new recipients reaching
the age of eighlelh who earmed a minimum of $80 a week from entry-lewvel
Jobis would recelve loang up to $150 & monih in the new Life-Incentive
Program to develop thelr vocational end avocational skills after leaving
high school. xarried couples could receive up to 100 nmore,

Both men snd women would receive the benefits af the Life-Incentive Program.
Clients presently on welfare could gwitch to the new Life~Incentive Program
as well, The progran would be zdmintstered by a Jjoint affort of the Welfare

Department and the School System.

Results of the Life-Incentive Program {L1P) could be:

1. To bring the new reaip%ents inte the job market sas well 85 encoursge
their avocabional abilities (perhaps giving far more “status® Lo these

sbilities).

2, To encourage long-berm training in vocational areas.

3. To give both mon gl wanen gqual status in the Life-Incentive Program
anrd thus encournpa marrisge relationships among the poor rather than

ghe-parent Fam:iint.



o

L. Toa encourage all sorts of new competition in avocational areas such as
inner-city basketball tournaments, sports, music and srts festivals, ete.
Paople would not only be trained to work tut to live out and express their
highest abllities.

Punding for the Life-Incentive Program eould be on a loan basis, as o student
lsan, and could be repaid when the client obtained work on a full~time basis.

AFDC Welfars would. be phased out on a pgraduel vesis which would not be
detrimental to present welfare recipients, Tnhe very considerable abilities
of the social workers of the Welfars Department would be used to help young
people to develop both their vocational snd avocstional skills, The schools
would develop long-term programa of conbdbinuing education %o fulfill Life-
Incentive goals. Savings from not acecepting new welfare reciplents would be
used to help finance the new Life-Incentive Progran., Would you cnnsider this
Program for leglisiastion?

Respectfully submitted,

R

Arthur Prati, Director
Jife Effentivenesss Training

Note to Kr Hased: Znclosed i3 s brisf cubline of the legislation for the
Program. It hag been sudbmitted to both sur Bensbor, Dick Lugar, amd our
Hepresentativae, Andy Jacobs {who gave me your name}. Both have replied very
positively.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASIHINGTON

March 245, 19%4

Mr., Charles J. Kean
19706 SW B3rd Place, B-11
Dunnellon, Florida 34432

Dear My, Kean:

Thank you for vour letter concerning
walfare reform. I appreciate your taking
the time to write me about your concerns
and idess on “walk away” fathers and
responsiblliity,

I am sharing your letter with staff of the
wWorking Group on Welfare Reform, Family
Support, and Independence at the
Department of Health and Human Services.

neerely,

Bruce Re
Deputy Assistant to the Pregident
for Domestic Policy

T A — i



jf“ﬁ~ i . J. F. Cambe Group

19706 SW 83rd P1. RJ. B-11
Striving To End Separatisnm

Dear ¥Mr. Reed: RE: WALEK AWAY FATHERS
"Ma Ma, vhere’s my Pa?"

The above, part of 2 political chant in 1884, could very
well be asked today by millicons of childéren.

Qur intention is tc use this and the attached tally sheet to
shame the walK-a-way father,

President Bush was biamed For the heavy job loss in the United
States during the Reagan-Bush adinistration years. ®Who can be
hiamed if jobs are iost because manufacturers are unable tgo find
people willing to work at these jobs? During the Bush - Clinton
campalign very little was said about this phenomenona. They did
not dwell on the high cost to government of people who refuse

£ support their families.

Walk-a-way fathers leave behind unhappy c¢hildren. The unhappy
youth is more likely to be the dangerous, violent youth we read
about too freguently. Leaders, in and ocut of public employment,
need to get to thess vouth., They have to stress the need and
the benefits of conforming to the discipline of a law and order
society.

The walk-a-way father is taking money away from the rest of us.
His public asgistance money could be our public works money.

We need parks and recreation, improved and new roads, and better
classrooms: now not available due to lack of funds. Where is
that money? ' '

What can we do? We can start by teaching young men a clear picture
of responsibility. He should xnow he has obligations to provide

a home for his wife and c¢hildren. By allowinf abandonment to
continwe the harder it becomes to end separatism.

reﬂ
. Kean
b

Mr. Bruce Reed, Chair Fe 1 94
Working Group on Welfare Reform
Deputy Asesistant to the President for Domestic Policy

l



THE WHITE HOUSE

WABHINGTON

¥ebruary 25, 1994

Mz. Thomas Kelper

Suite 4

550 West Duarte Road
Arcadia, California 91007

Dear Mr. Kelser:

Thank you for your letter concerning
welfare reform and food stamps. I
appreciate your taking the time to write.

I am forwarding your letter to gtaff of
the Working Group on Walfare Reforn,
Family Support, and Independence at the
Department of Health and Human Services
for review,

Deputy Assistant to the President
for Domestic Policy



Faw Offices
THOMAS KEISER

Suitc 4
550 West Dyarte Road
Arcadia, Califomia 91007
(818) 447-3539 « FAX (B1B) 447-3542
State Bar #71447

Hecember 13, 1992

Bruce Reed

HDeputy Domestic Policy Adviser
The White House

1616 Penmsvivania Avenue
wWashington, X

Re: “Welfare as we know it"
Dear Mr. Reed:

i read in the Loz Angeles Times vou are co-leader of
the Administration’s welfare reform task f{orce., charged with
ending welfare “as we know it7. 1 want 1o brieflly add my
perspective.

To change the weifare mentality., T Dbelieve you must
restore 4dignity o the recipients. A big step in the right
direction will be to eliminste food stamps. The savings. in
program ¢osts and administration, can be made into cash gramts to
recipients. Why is that important? A 1ook back into history.

In 1934 Eleanor Roosevelt. who worked for sffordable
housing. <called for indoor plumbing and toilels in every new
home. The president’s advigsers were astounded. How. one asked,
would anybody be able to tel)l the rich from the poor if that were
the case? "In matters of such simple dignity and decency"”. she
replied, "we should not be able to tet]l the rich from the poor.”

The same situation exists with food stamps. Recipients
are branded poor, stigmatized ays wngualified to make responsible
decisions by a government that doesn’t trust them to spend money.
Just because someone 1s poor doesn’t mean they are irresponsibile
or ignorant. Having to use script to buy food let’s evervone know
they are second class citizens.

I encourage you Lo reform welfare by eliminating the
espects of weifare that degrade the recipient. 1 urge you to
gliminate [{god stamps.

T/t o
PS: There are other importent. egusily degirable reazons Lo
eliminate food stamps. If veou'd like additional information. 1711
be happy to elaborate., TK
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 28, 199%4

Ma. Patricia Helvey
6398 Highway 12 West
Helena, Montana 59601

PDaar Ms. Helvey:

Thank you for your letter of February 2
concerning welifare reform. 1 appreclate
your taking the time to wrxite and for
sharing your concerns and ideas with me.

I am forwarding your letter o ataff of
the Working Group on Welfare Reform,
Family Support, and Independence at the
Pepartment Of Health and Human Services
for review.

camely,

ruce Read
Peputy Assistant to the Preaesident
for Domestic Policy

%u-lu,ﬁw% 7 lope
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASTIINGTON

February 22, 1994

Mr. Wilitam E. Osborne
Conmunurnilty Links

P.Q. Drawer 679
Fredericktown, Missourt §3845

Dear Mr. Oshorme:

Thank you for your letter of February 8 providing
Information on Community Links. 1 apprecilate your
taking the time to write.

I am sharing your letter with staff of the Working
Group on Wellare Reform, Family Support, and
Independence at the Department of Health and
Human Services.

ruce Reed
Deputy Assistant to the President
for Domestic Policy

nmf T fﬂ-! éooJ /uc-fé =
G + 7



— (ommunity

— Links .

an entrepreneurial transporiation service

Feb. 8. 1984

Hr. Bruce Reed

Domestic Policy Advisor

C/0 White House Executive Gffices
Washington D.C.

RE.: Welfare Reform
Dear Mr. Reed:

Your comments were guite interesting in Ron Suskind's "Wall
Street Journal®™ article. Flease consider the following to
meet shared goals vyou described and assist The President in
finding common ground for this important initiative.

Compunity Links is a formalized car/van pooling system
offering entrepreneurial cpportunities for existing
travelers to provide oublic transportation for rural
residents. Women, minorities and the working poor are the
targeted participants Ffor this value adding activity.

Community Links provides a win-win situation. The unions <¢an
complain little about this new concept especially since many
of their meshers are in the group targeted for business
development, The federal budger will be positively impacted
through ¢this re-inventing. Eovironmentalists will recogaize
the incentive for ride sharing. Owner/operators will see
inereased disposable income from sxisting commuting costs.
Riders will gain universal access to sogiety's goods, services,
educaticn and smployment opportunities.

Mr. Reed., {as you can tell 1 feel Community Links is as neat
as pockers on shirrs and sliced breadl we will be truly
honored if our contribution can in any way asgsist you and ur
Great President in making life better for all Americans.

Sincerely, .

*

We. E. Osborne, Int. BDir.

120 5. Mine LaMotte » PO Drawer 679 @ Fradericktown, MO 63645 » 1-800-273-0646 @ Fax # 314-783-7242



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTUON

February 22, 1994

L

Mr. Christopher Silver
340 Covered Bridge Road
King Prussia, Pennsylvania 19406

Dear Mr, Stlver:

Thank you for your letter concerning welfare reform.
I appreciate your faking the time to write and for
sharing your concerns and ideas with us.

I am sending your letter to staff of the Working
Group on Welfare Reform, Family Support, and
Independence at the Department of Health and
Human Services for review.

cerely.

Bruce Reed
Deputy Asslstant to the President
for Domestic Policy



Christopher Silver
340 Covered BridgeRd.
King Prussia, PA.19406

Mr. Bruce Reed,
White House Domestic Policy Aid &
Co-Chairman Welfare Task Force

Dear Mr. Keed,

I am writing to vou to express some thoughts on
the current welfare debate, The welfare queen has become the new
Willie Horton and 1 think there are allot of us who are tirgd of being
fed myths. The whole debate about welfare has taken on a cartoonish
nature, The debate has gone something like this: The root causes to
our soctal/cultural ills can be attributed to the decadent, morally
relativistic evil hippie revelutions of the sixties that removed all
moral standards of decency and created a penmissive society that
fosters family breakdown, rampant crime, drug abuse, promiscuity,
etc.. This has caused young black women to enjoy sex too much and
give themselves up 10 predatory violence prone black men and have
children out of wedlock to get more welfare checks. These fatherless
sociopaths then run around and kill each other for kicks. We must
Save our children and,get back.to-the bible andx other family. values
that ,this .great,Jand of-opportunity *was' founded on and' get dway
from failed.socialistic- policies that. creale poverty and illegitimacy.
This thinking bas become almost the accepted view. But I wvever hear
the real statistics, That ADFIC is miniscule in termis of the over all
budget, most welfare recipienis -are two parent families, and that it
has not become a gencrational way of life for millions of people. The
most distarbing part is that this catch phrase debate has resulted in
catch phrase solutions i.e. { workfare, abstinence, ete.) that are casily
understood by the masses, It is not that | dont think that we as a
country can do better in serving the poor but it seems that Presideut
Clintons policies are legitimizing vight wing propaganda. Murryisin
and Moynihanism 18 now considered central in any discussion on
welfare. The most disturbing part of this is the almost accepted as
fact myth that allot of welfare abuse is the resultant of improper
sexual behavior. This is nongense to anyone who has lived .in the
"inner ¢ity”. Have you or Clinton? Young black women are having
children because they choose to, It gives meaning and purpose to
their lives. The problem is not the result of a mistake during a nigh
of heated passion..And .even if they do end up- getting pregnant and
feel that. they would not-like torcarryit 1o term, they could not afford
abortion. Teenage pregnancies: arer not a result ‘of immorality but of
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lack of hope and anger create from the last twelve years of Reagan
America. .Why should a young black girl avold getting pregnant
when the prospect of marriage is out of the question due to the lack
of eligible men and the idea of the American dream closed to her. Is
there really something morally reprehensible about having a3 child o
give meaning to ones life? Why should a young girl who cannot see a
bright futore avoid behavior that might endanger that future. 1 had
the opportonity a couple of years ago 1o travel through Europe to the
Scandinavian countries, France and have lived in Rome. In all of
these places young people, especially in Scandinavia, have just as
much sex as we do, but their "illegitimale births and teenage
pregnancy, and STD rates are well below ouwrs. Why? 1 believe it is
our Christian Puritan ethic that makes sex something hush housh and
devious, not natural and normal. Psychologistis have long naoticed that
repression, espectally in a free society, often leads to an equal
reaction against it Abstinence, especially government sponsored
programs will not work., Every one is lamenting sex and skin-on TV.
but no one is asking why it sells. Things will never be like it was in
the fifties this country has changed qlructurally too much.

[ wmlld ]lkL 1o know if it is possible for me 0 gel'a copy

and how you plan o reduce teen

pregnancies, and more about your training programs for jobs.

Thank you for taking ithe time to read this and { am

looking forward to hearing from you.,

Christopher  Silver
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After welfare goes,
what of the poor?

By ELIJAH ANDERSON

hose who have been calling
recentiy for an ‘end to wal
tare, seeing this ns a way of
solving poverty sad | fllegitimecy,
are wrong. Eilminating the program
woukl only make thiogs much
worse, Az ay ethnographer and soch
ologist who has worked in poor,

tnnezrwity nelgbborhoods, 1 wel

comwe the debate and the search for

solusians to hese problems, But the |

proposals to abolish welfars our

Washington Past columnlst Charjes
Kragthammer and Charles Murrsy

of the American E’«mshw ISt -
ot dan H origighted,
€ are ERTousy gh 45 T LA by welfhre, but ltis iy -

Krenthammer, In fact, ciled my
research in Olie innemity neighbor
hood in support of his thinking o a

coluran thet appeared in The Inquir -

gr on Nov. 23, Since wellare pro-
vides ecopomic support to illegit-
mate dahies apd thetr mothers — g
fac) of inner<ity life my research
hat indeed thows 1o M one consid
erstion in the sexnal game that
ieads w0 iflegitimele births - he
zrgues that eliminating welfare will
eliminae the ipterest i having be-
bies, This ressoning Is seriousiy
flawed precisely Bocsuse # ignores
ai! the other considerations beariog
down on iaper<ily adelescents,
thereby  exaggerating the  role
pisyed by welfere.

in “Sex Uodes snd Family Life
Among Poor lamer{ity Veaths” s
chapter In my book Streel-Wise, |
describe ethnographicaily the per-
spectives snud experfencss of young
Biack men and womes io one com-
oeaity,

f found that the leck of fazlly-
snstaining jobs denfes many young
mep the possibility of forming ap
economicaily seif-relizat family, the
traditional American mark of man.
hood. - Partislly in response, the
young men's peer Rroupy emphasizme
scxual prowess &8 z #gn of man.
tioad, with bhables ay avidence. A
seXsl game emerges as giriy are
lured By é_h@ {BSMIIY aider) oy
Yague 'ml

love and n;krriaa‘e,
mbin, thisf aften end zzp
ang abandoned,

I also mzw z!m mm aew mmhm

. zhemn.ﬁm“wmm

right espoused by such people sg  bated by the very

o

rtmim of ; ;

3°glrls’ . to 8 service and high-tech ecoy
gnEnt *¥gresr” ‘nombers’ of innatd

Jow ‘them 1o estabilsh their own
hotsehoids and st fimes sturagt other
mes Wio newd mopey. But #t Is sho-
plistle &g wrongheaded W RugRest
that if you stop welfare you will stop
thiz bahaviur. & fundaizentsl ques
ton i Why do pecple behave Ln the
wuys | have described? A significant
part of the answer i because of the |
unraveling of the economy in (elr

commanities, which resmzs in hcp&

lessnegs,

The lack of mpuu.si :y shsén by

a6 Iy exacer-
ecczzomic ot
ditions — the exodus of jobe and the
inabLlity of people 10 fet the Jobs tit} -
available because of £'isck of edues
tiorn, sXlils and training.

part, an owigrowih of the failare of

- 'the wellare system 1o achiove i pur-
om0 - to alleviate the human prob
‘iems inherent in the vicissitudes of

" capitallsm, ensdlog people tefipo

rarily {mccording to theoryd dis
placed by changes In the economic
warketplace 10 survive,

Yot | gee thet what 55 many poople

Jin the toner cily are up agains are,

in faee, the vicissitndss of the econ.
oy new giobal {n seope that hay
jeft them behind

~ Ju_..—-"‘ ‘.

The situstion I describe ln the

“Sex Codes™ chagter springs from
alienstion and despsir — which
then creates nibilism, This {5 borp
of 2 isck of hoge sud the inability w
form & positive view of the Toture,
S many of the young mes | god ko
kpow don't get married. because
ey doa't feel they can “ploy
house” What they mesn Is they
can't piay the roies of men in famy-
iHes I the way they wonld ke

Thelr sssumpiion is that men o

middle and upper-class families toat
they -see a5 models controd ihelr
househuids To be that upstanding
hishand and Iather. you need re
SHUrCes, you need money. Facing per
sistent dzscnminaﬁon, 2 .1ct of the

men | interviewed believe they cas

get the money, an't get the family
sustaloing jobs. This hes a pzzzfotmd
on how ey see zmit fo

3 e;:zovwmmawaf

people sre vot making si'e ve
adjzxszmem 0 !b& cha nge. 'F?;e sery.

The Philadelphia Ingui:
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The Philadelphia Inguirer commentary Tuesday, January 11, 1994

live, and so some of the most enter-
prising young people have opted for
the underground economy of drugs
and crime.

One of the results is the social
disorganization that contributes nol
only to incrensing violence and
alienniion bui also 10 o syndrome of
abuse, in which pecple are bent on

¢ gelling what they can cut of cther

people — including sex and money
— without any real concern for
those they victimize.

Buffeted by the global economy,
communities such as this one find
themseclves with fewer and lewer de-
pendable sources of capital, Wellare
is one relatively smal! bul reliable
source. To eliminaic welfare is to
destroy an imponant source of capi-
1al in the community, If welfare sud-
denly ccased to exist, many people
would be forced to loak elsewhere
for resources. Some would seck the
low-paying jobs available, hnt the
hard reality is that others would be
driven o more desperate measures,

The nihilism thet you now sec among .

loner<ity people would only in-

crease and spread further beyend the

bounds of ghetto communitics, Cities

INX. / ERIC DROOKER

Blacks would continue to be the
primary vicums, though; tllegitimacy
rates would rise, not diminish.

The wellare sysiem is in need of an
overhaul, but i1 does not {ollow that
we should throw meager income sup-
ports overboard. We need to muoin-
1ain the suppon at the same time that
we creale opponunity for independ-
eni Income. Tbe waoy to make real
headway {s to create jobs and job
epponunities and  build  hoge
throegh education and joh training.

»When & sense of the future exists,
we will sce more responsible behav-
for, sexual and otherwise. To 1ake
welfare away wilhout replacing it
with such opportunities would effec-
tively remove a lifeline for the very
poor hnt also what has become &
safety’ valve protecting both inner
city communliies and the rest of soci-
ety from the consequences of steadily
escalating frustration.

Elijah Anderson is the Charles and
Wiliam Day protessor of the social
sciences el the University ol

Pennsylvania. This piece originally
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