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WASHING'ICN·UNIVERSITY·IN·sr·LOUIS 

GeorgeWarren Brolin School of Social Work 
, . 

June 20, 1994 

Mr. Bruce Reed 
Deputy Assistant to the President 

for Domestic Policy 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20500 


Dear Bruce: 

Thank you for your exceptional leadership in putting 
together President Clinton's welfare reform proposal. 

A number of very positive features of the plan will lead to 
positive results -- and change many lives for the better 
in the years ahead. 

The asset building features t although only a small part of 
the proposal, IDay be particularly effective. 

As the President's plan reaches Congress, we will be working 
to support not only the asset features, but the whole 
package. 

If I can be of help in moving this along on Capitol Hill l do 
not hesitate to call. 

Again, Bruce, thanks for your hard work on this. It is a 
very important step forward. 

with very best regards, 

Michael Sherraden 
Benjamin E~ Younqdahl Professor 

of Social Development 

Washingltm llnivcf1>i!y 
(:unpl,ls Box 1196 
O:1C DfOnk;ng~ Drlw 
St. ;~,uis, ~~L.;;.ouri (,:\ljjJ.,IBVY 
(~l";) ;J;:5·('{)(!O 
;,'AX, (:\1'1) '):\5·,..;51! 



, 


Hr. Bruce Reed, Deputy Asststant to the Prosit!cmt 
for Domestic Policy 
The ivhite House 
1600 Pennsylvania Menue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Nr. Reed: 

The author sees the welfare problem from 
a very narrow perspective, even as he under
states the annual burden, which is far in ex
cess of $14 billion. There erc no practical 
ways ~o make unmarried, uneducated. young 
unskilled school dropouts with children prq
rluctive at!d self suffiCient. This underc1.nss 
is baSically beyond saving, so t~e maximum 
effort should be devoted to preventing that 
first pregnancy and everyone following, As 
the problem is cumulative and compounded with 
every passing day, only extraordinary meas
ures will suffice. This crisis is far more 
urgent than health care. although it overlaps 
that: and the crime emergency. 

Sincerely. 

Howard L. NflSlund incI 
7 Co';'e of Cork Lune 
Annapolis, NO 21401 
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Curt Leslie 
Box 698 
Wallula, WA 99363 
509/547-5807
June 14, 1994 

Mr. Br'..lce Reed 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

DeaT.' Mr. Reed: 

Caught you on GMA and I was impreused by your in'terest 
in welfare reform. 

However t I would suggest that you are goir:g the wro!1g 
direction from the wrong starting point for the wrong 
reasons! 

The key words you used are empower and responsibility. 

This country has a very large and strong segment that 
wist)es a return to outright chattel type slavery. They 
know that th~y cannot get there Qutrieht, yet, so "they 
are perfectly willing to have a half measure I our pr~sent 
we.l.fare system. Your idea of empower:i_ng one group of 
people automatiaally disempowers another group, making
people responsible takes away layers of hidden control. 

If you would change weLfare reform yeu must change our 
society. and it would be simple. clean. and revenue neutral. 

It would be to simply return this soc1ety to a sixteen 
hundred hou!' wo:tk year, a four d"y work week if you will. 
Then. ad~:lst the income tax rates to maite sure that the 
people of this country s;;ay with the same NE'r income. 

But. sadly. diverse fascists and would be slavers from 

Ted Kennedy to Newt Gingrich, from Bob Dole to Tom Foley, 

would NEVER do this~ they would not be able to have the rest 

of us by our private parts. they would lose their control, 

as we would have the time and energy to control them! 


Your plan is doomed, do the "Pest you can, and when this 
country explodes into food riots, anarchy. then a bru'tal 
0:\.vi1 war rec'J:.ting in fcur little regional r.ation states, 
each with their own nuclea~ arsenal, ~.;he American people 
desparately o"t,cd for cha~dt.. i:H"cd you didn'1: delivt:r enol,;.B"h~ 

~ 
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2500 Bueno. 'lIst a 
Berkeley 91708 
Juno 11, 1994 

veal' M.r. Reed, 

,I,: ; 
.	

You a1'O on Gl :Lnton I s l~elfare team. 
.... 	 ;'/elfarc depor.ds on jobs. I send an essay.\. , 	 on how to get thorn. (lEnd tax, with ::3 excep

tions, '1798, 1813, 1861, has been local not 
federal, but it oan be stimulnted by federal 
encouragement or withholding of funds or 
even sendl:1g tiny sced funds such as 9. :nere 
~~lO,OOO per town.) Has land-taxing worked 
In the past... Hell', yes~ (apoitogy fol' cussIng 

31ncf)rely 

S'~~~ 
, 	 ' 

Tertius-Chandler 

p.s. I do nnswer questions. 
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rt:ldy to put ~p '.:.:il!) low py, he::bJ' .... cd..:, e":e:'l ;1..:c<!:,=.s. 
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Young Kyu Kim 
AM 30 
Caller Box 10001 
Saipan MP 96950 

White House 

Dear Mr. President: 

Few days ago, I saw the news concerning the New 
" ..Jersey's s~xty-four dollars monthly support for every 

poor children whose parents are incapable for supporting ", 

them. A9corqing to Wayne Bryant's suggestion, he won't 

allow sixty-four dollars because the medical care and 

the food stamps are already adequate. Well, I certainly 

agree with his suggestion because I also think that the 

medical care and the food stamps are good enough. 

I think this is a serious matter that we should 

think carefully, and make a reliable decision. Why 

should the goverment support the child when its not 

their child? 

Sincerely, 

~tlr~ 
Young Kyu Kim 
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For the past two years, I've taught in a program in 
Houston, TX, aimed at helping AFDC clients obtain a 
G.E.D. My students are all wOmen on welfare, from 18
45 years old, with 2-6 dependent children each, 
average. They are U. S. citizens, not immigrants. About 
half are second generation welfare recipients. They 
speak freely of living with boyfriends, "husbands" or 
mothers who are also receiving public assistance. 

I teach Adult Basic Education, which correspondeds to 
grades K- 6 in the public schools~ Some can't read. 
Most donlt know mUltiplication tables, and decimals, 
fractions and percents are over all their heads. 

The Human Services Dept. provides them with a free bus 
paBa ($360.00/yr. value), and free day care. The school 
provides free text-workbooks and school supplies. If 
the women drive their own cars to school, they get a gas 
reimbursement. One of my students acquired a car and is 
driving to school, but.sbe won't tell DHS because she's 
still gettting the bus card, too. 

The AFDC students are supposed to attend class 20 hra. a 
week. Their attendance 1s regulated monthly by DUS. If 
it falls below a 75% participation level, they will lose 
their day care. That 1s what the Usystem" tells them. 
More than half of the women in my class do not meet the 
participation level, but they are allowed to stay on my 
roll because Qwe need the numbers". Meanwhile, there is 
a vai'ting list of other people who want to come to 
school, but, because space is limited, I don't have room 
for them. 



-, 
It has been said that the student can only be 
reinstated one time after they fail to meet the required 
participation level. The ones who get "dropped" turn 
right around and get a new referral to come to school l 
because they have learned to work the system. Half of 
the seats in 11\1 class are lIoccupied u by people who fail 
to show up as required. 

Many of the women in my class frequently come dressed in 
new clothes, with salon hairstyles, sculpted nails, and 
wear a lot of jewelry. Please understand that I am not 
against women on Yefare wanting to look nice~ But when 
a woman jumps up in the middle of class and announces 
she must leave early hecause she has to renew her 
health club membershipt I think something is wrong. 
Where do they get the money for these things if they are 
"on welfare~? How many of the government benefits are 
~trickling down" to meet the nutritional, educational 
and physical needs of their children? 

Among those who do attend class, some wontt even pick up 
a pencil. I have to coax, beg or bargin with them to do 
clasBwork, or open their books or work: some math 
problems. When I ask them why they are coming to 
schOOl, I get responses like "We have to so ve can get 
our check It, or "if we don't, they' 11 short our food 
stamps." I think the ArDe legislation went astray when 
it assumed that people on welfare had the maturity, 
self-discipline and education to handle checks and food 
stamps in a responsible way. One of my students uses 
her check for lottery tic~ets1 another talks of selling 
her food stamps for cash~ 

So that you von't write me off as a callous person, I 
vant to tell you that I vas born into a "welfare"' 
family. I am the sixth of eleven children. In the 50 l s 
and early 60's my parents didn't get checks or food 
stamps. A woman ve called the 11S0Up lady" came to us 
weekly with food and medicine. She took us to the 
doctor if we needed to go. She was a person who related 
to us, not a bureaucracy. 

When I was 15, I went to live away from my family, 
because I would not give in to the pressure to quit 
school and go to work full time. I rented a room in a 
widow's house, and got a restaurant job by lying about 
my age. I paid $10/vk~ for my room and bought my own 
food. I vas the first in my family to graduate froID 
high school. My history teacher and counselor helped me 
enroll in a state college. I worked two part-time jo~ 
and received a grant and a acholarship~ I made the 
Dean's list and graduated on schedule. I have since 
obtained a Master's as well. 
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Even though you might say 1 overcame the odds, I feel 
like the odd one out. My students have health care 
through Medicaid. r have been without health insurance 
for two years because r am a part-time employee at two 
part-time jobs. I canlt afford health insurance, but I 
am taxed so that my students can have it. I donlt get 
paid for sick daya (I've missed one day in two years). 
r can't even afford to be a good citizen and serve on a 
jury, because I wontt get paid for the time off. 

ShOUld a financial crisis arise, I canronly hope that 
SOme of my good friends can help me out. If r lose a 
job due to budget cuts or dovnsizing. I can't dra~ un
employment, because I am only a part-time employee. I 
am not married and have no children. I have tried to 
live a responsible life. Because of this, I am less 
well off than the AFDC students I teach. 

I accepted my teaching position because I felt that If 
a survivor of welfare and poverty, would be an 
inspiration to these students. Forget that! How can 
they be inspired to change their lives when they have it 
better off than I do? 

My plea to the government is: Please find a way to feed 
the "real ll poor (not the ones who buy top brands with 
food stamps). Please clothe the naked, and stop dOling 
out checka that go to purchase designer clothes. Do 
something to provide shelter for the homeless, instead 
of paying the rental fees on leather furniture and 
veRts. Stop giving benefits to the adult children of 
America who have no intention of becoming self-reliant. 
Give the death sentence to this lifestyle that the 
"Great Society" birthed .. 

If our country must keep AFDC , let's change the acronym 
to ACDP; Aid to Children with Dependent Parents. 

Most respectfully, 

Teresa R. Moore 
4331 ~ Pease St. 
HOUBton~ TX 77023 
713-921-1251 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 14, 1994 

Mr. Wayne Carroll 
P.O, Box 547 
Hewitt, Texas 76643 

Dear Mr, Carroll: 

Tha~k you for your leIter concerning child support 
enforcement. I appreciate your taking the Hme to write 
and for sharing your concerns with us, 

1 am forwarding your letter to staff of the Working Group 
on Welfare reform, Family Support, and Independence at 
the Department of Health and Human Services for review. 

Dnce~. ~ 


~R~ 

Deputy Assistant to the President 

for Domestic Policy 

• 


• 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June B. 1994 

Mr. Kevin H. Hickey 
108 Uoxington Drive 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20901 

Dear Mr. Hickey: 

TItank you for your letter of June 8 enclosing your proposal on the 
Communjty Work Experience Program. I appreciate your taking the 
time to share your ideas with us.. 

I am sending your proposal to the Working Group on Welfare Reform. 
Family Support. and Independence>at the Department of Healtn and 
Human Scrvices for review. 

inccrciy. 

ce~ 
Deputy Assistant to the President 

for Domestic Policy 



Kevin H. Hickey 

108 Lexington Drive 


Silver Spring, Maryland 20901 

(301) 593-0867 


June 8, 1994 

Bruce Reed 
Deputy Assistant to the President 
for Domestic Policy 
The White House 
Washington. DC. 20500 

Dear Mr. Reed, 

I have been following the work of the Task Force on Welfare 
Reform # and I attended one of the sessions last summer. Having 
contributed to the welfare reform efforts of the 1980's I am more 
than a little interested in the Clinton Administration's efforts. 

I recently submitted the enclosed program design to the Rhode 
Island Department of Human Services. I think it's an Interesting 
approach to the Community Work Experience Program. I hope that 
whatever finally results from your work it will afford. gupport~ 
and motivate states to try different approaches. I think it 
vital that the ent1re community be invited and summoned to 
contribute its talents,. time, and experience. In a small way 1 
think my design does just that through its reliance on active 
managerial and worker facilitators. 

If I can be of any service (unpaid or otherwise) to you* the 
President # and your staff# I would be happy to do so~ 

I extend my best wishes to you and my appreciation for what you 
and the Administration are trying to accomp11sh. 

Sincerely. 

~~~ 
Kevin H. Hickey 

enclosure 



THE: WHITE: HOUS': 

WASHINGTON 

Jone 17. 1994 

Mrs. Donna Elrod 
P.O. Box 87 

Whiteville. Tennessee 38075 


Dear Mrs. Elrod: 

Thank you for your letter concerning welfare reform. I apprceiatc your 

taking the time to write and for sharing your conccrns with mc. 


I am enclosing the detailed summary of the Work and Responsibility Act 
of 1994. I hope this will answer your questions On our proposed welfare 
rcfonn plan. 

I am also forwarding your letter to staff of the Working Group on 
. Welfare Reform. Family Support. and Independence at the Department of 
Health and Human Services. 

~~ 
Deput)' A~sist3nt to the President 

for Domestic Policy 



Mrs.Donoa Elrod 

Whit.~yille,Tenn.'28(l75 

8ruce Reed 

Whit.e House Aide 

1..1:::1 fare Rt?torm 

Washington,D.C, 


Deal" Mr. Reed, 
r read an ari.:icle in U"',e COlflf(lerei;;ll Appel::ll t·r,<;:tt. cont.Bin"",,:1 yc.'w' 

rldffu? and was t.alking abC'\.Jt. Chacles'Ml),ray's t.hinking e<.bol)t welfl::lre. 
:r woulo like '\:.0 say as.a taxpayer ,Mr. Mu\~;~ay is em t·he right. t.r<£1ck: 
There are howt:ver a few t.hings nQ c'ne $pi!;'~"ks 8C'C':.Jt. in the rei'c'l'fl'l.One 
is the fraud go i n9 on. I know <:.of t.w-:' c aSi?S where tJ-H~ wi f e GiS t.o 
HUnlelf1 ::::ervices and tells that she and her husb;:;md are ser.,arated. 
applies for help,and gets food st.arops.welfart:,W,I,C t<'Jcrdldca)~e 
z,.nd anyU-,ing else tHat is fl'ef:. One case has spel~t y":2If'S .lC th~ 

Vc<cat.ional School, and wi 11 continue BS Ic,ng as t.he Gover"ment, pays 
he I" -i.o 'Je·. r ",QuI d 1 ike t Co k nc·\I,' who t nves t- i ga t·es thesii:l' C 1 d i filS? How 
CCin we continu\3; t.o suppc'rL all these pe':'ple and ihheatd? One .:;.f 
-the cases husband ).s 2; welder and r!lak~s i:i ,;;)oeod 5;::'1: 2If'Y, l.;--: ..::~'l ¢H'E: 

sepElrat.ed ne,w,c.ut. only for :2 'non1..hs,the hi?lp was there lQl:g befol~e, 
Tht2re are' pec.pIe that need help, IflQSt. of th\?ffl wo:.dd be te,a prc:,ud 

t.o apt=,ly fo?' i:. Fi\~st 1..:--1'1:- Gc>vel~nh'!l2nt nOi2ds t·.) t, 1.-:;. .... 01';< ,»)'l the 
fraud. End itt Then worY.- on t.he ones th8't really nEe.j it , i:i'1d (rl&ke )',t, 

sc' that. if caught- t.aking help under false stat-erftEfnts t.h1?ri? wc,uld 
be i.1 penEllty, like !=.'kf)/ing bElcl~ i.e' the Government. the money, If in 
t.his Town of 1/1\10 pe-;::'ple ! know e;,f t.wo casS's,hc.,w be..:: (<:1\1 it be 
natiol1 wide? Just .....anted to !tdd a few tho-ughts to your already head
c!che! Thanks for listening and as a T~xpayef' 1 re~lly au, tl1"ed of 
feeding t.he pec>ple that. ,;av€.' mol'€! t.han r do' r aU! 5'1 year's old.,c.nd 
have been very hard hit. in rlly life, I rr,an8gl::>d with(,ut. 6e,vernl>"d?nt· help 
and so can a l':.t. e.f others, What I have worked for and ea,ned,has 
made a stl'onge'r' pef'son. 

Th2lnk 5 f c,p your t. i fue: i!;\nd I ho'':,e s,::,c,n c hZ'ingt:'5 wi 11 be WEIde 1 

8i r"lc&rel y, 
~rs,DonniE\ EIT'od 

http:old.,c.nd
http:ne,w,c.ut
http:sepElrat.ed
http:8C'C':.Jt
http:abC'\.Jt
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. ,Correspondence# ~024358 
Department of Health and Human Services 

,~,' ,'-,,, . 
.. , t.' r" : I ~': 

: ,,:.. ':
September 23, ~993 

Ms ~ carol D. Jackson 
'1518 Fifth Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50314 

Dear Ms. Jackson: 

Thank you so much for your letter. President Clinton greatly 
appreciates the trust and confidence you have expressed in him by
writing. 

To give your concerns the special attention they deserve, the 

President has asked me to forward your letter to the Department

of Health and Human Services. I have asked them to provide you

with a prompt reply, but please bear in mind that it may take 

several weeks to look thoroughly into the concerns you-have
raised. Should you have any questions after reviewing their 
response, you may write to; Department of Health and Human 

Services, 200 Independe~c~ Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C~ 20201. 


Thank you for your patience. 

SincerelYt 

~~:+--
Scott 

Deputy Assistant to the President 
Director of COrrespondence and 
Presidential Messages 



" 

THIS FORM MARKS TllE FlLE LOCATION OF ITEM NUMllER. == ccc
LISTED IN THE WITHDRAWAL SHEET AT THE FRONT OFTHIS FOLDER. 

THE FOLLOWING PAGE HAS HAD MATERIAL REDACTED. CONSULT THE 
WITHDRAWAL SHEET AT THE FRONT OF THIS FOLDER FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION. 



Carol D. Jackson 
1518 5th Ave. 
Des Moines, Iowa 

President Clinton 
White House 
1600 Penn. N.W. 
Washington D.C. 

50314 

20500 

I am ~riting in regards to your plans for ~elfare reform. 

At this time I· need to say that I feel real afraid to what's 

going to happen. My fears stem from not being able to 

?btain gainful. employment. 


I Yes, r know 1 am one of thousands, maybe millions who are 
( unemployed, but Sir, I am· also one of a few who "want" to 
/ work, who has gone back to school for the last 4-5 years 
t and .still cannot sell my educ'!tion and knowledge f_or employment. 

Also, not ~hat it should make any difference, r am an AfricanI American. ""' 

! have lived on welfa.re for the last 17 years, and when I 
decide to make a difference in my life, it gets tougher. 
Now we have a plan, but that plan if I don't find employment 
will put me and my children in the street. 

I 	Yes/ I am married. ~y husband is a janitor, wor~ing1	part time Child support recovery 

takes half of his earni~gs, leaving him with 177.00 to help 

support a family of six including himself. He is a janitor 

with a degree from college, yes he is also African American. 


I ask, wha~ can a person do? live written to the Gov. of 

our state, Gov. Bransted. ~y letter was shifted to the 

Human Service department here in Des Moines, Iowa. 


I've cried out to the system, I've cried out to the Govlt,
J I've cried out to God and you know what .. I tm still sitting 

( at horne crying. 1 don't believe a minimum wage job will 
"\ help' me to refocm, from welfare. I don I t believe a minimum 

\wage job will help me to support my fami ly. my four chi ldren. 

http:welfa.re


The 

This 

last job I had, I lost because r reported child abuse, 

in all forms, and sexual harassment. I'm paying tOday for 

telling people what has happened to me in a work place. 


was told to the Gov. and nothing was done~ But yet 

there is laws against child abuse and sexual harassment. 

This went as fa~ as the perpetrator being fired and yet 

r am still out of work. 


Mr. President or who-ever reads this. how can welfare 

recipients make a difference if we are being held against 

our will in poverty by a system that will now allow us to 

be or become that productive person in which "they" (system) 

long for Us to be. 


Mr. president, I have no doubts that you will do your job. 

A job that is much bigger than any of us welfare clients. 

But I do need to ask that something be done. There are ' 

many who do not want welfare. and there are many, such as 

myself who believe welfare is a temporary service for those 

who "need tl help. ~~J.so know that welf.2.!~~gradingf tt 

leaves no room for self-esteem, it:" leaves many lazy people, 


--People who just lay around waiting for that check once a 
month. 

Again, but who am If Just one who wants to make a difference, 
one who wants to be~ If I on11 had a chance. I could prove 
myself as wortpy, productive and sincere about being 
productive. 

Mr. Presidentl there is no-one else to tell my story to. 

1 W "d a 'ob a I want to be able to take 

~re of my children, wit ou eubll~ aselS anee. ~ 


What can I do? Volunteering will not pay my bills, volunteering 
will not provide a roof over our heads or food in our mouths. 
Volunteering is not the solution. 

I know I am grabbing at strawS by vriting. but I know some

one has an answer. I understand Sir, that you're a very 

busy person. but are you to busy to speak with a person who 

ne.eds to understand what is happening or who needs answers 

to what 1 believe is a major problem and is going to be a 

major problem for thousands of other welfare recipients. 


The only problem with my situation is that I "want" to work. 

I've gone to school, I've earned many certificates and two 

COllege degrees, live completed what society would say is a 

test of willingness to better myself, but yet I remain in 




/ 

'J . ... 

/ 
/ 

and below poverty, not even being able to pay my rent at 

this point .. 


Sir, practically giving up, but hanging on, I will continue 
to keep my eyea on the Lord and 'to hope and pray that before 
the reform begins I can begin to do better for myself and for 
my family. 

God bless you Mr. President and the First Lady, and maybe 

my writing you was not as stupid as some people may think. 


Thank you for listening, maybe, just maybe I can receive 
a reply or a comment to what I can do. One other things 
please don't refer me to our Gov't or our system. I've tried 
that route. I've tried and it bas failed me. 

Again, thank you and may God bless you and your family. 

~ A:0.Q.~~,-
Carol O. JaCkS~ 
1518 5th Ave. 
Des Moinesl Iowa 50314 
9515)288-6010 



I· " • 

Correspondence# 1293549 

Department of Health and Human Services 


February 4, 1994 

Ms. Jodie J. Mills 
Apartment 4 
20024 30th Avenue South 
Seattle, Washington 98198 

!:lear Ms. Mills: 

Thank you so much for your letter. President Clinton greatly 
appreciates the trust and confidence you have expressed in him by 
writing. 

To ensure that yo~r concerns are addressed, I am forwarding your 
letter to the Department of Health and Human Services for any
appropriate action. Please bear in mind that it may take some 
time to look thoroughly into the-concerns you have raised. 
Should you wish to contact them directly, you may write to: 
Department of Health and Human Services, 200 Independence Avenue, 
S.W .• Washington, D.. C. 20201 .. . 
Many thanks for your patience. 

Sincerely, 

~~t+-
Deputy Assistant to the president 
Director of Correspondence and 
Presidential Messages 
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DOnna Shalel. 
Department of Health & Human Services 
ZOO Independence Avenue SW., Room eOOE AlJ : I B 
Washington, DC 20201 

RE: Our Welfare System 

Dear Ms. Shalsls: 

I would like to congratulate you on your recent appointment by President Clinton to head the 
Department of Health and Human Services. I would also like to offer my support in the 
tremendous job that waits you - that job being the reform of the current welfare system in this 
country. In addition, I would like to offer my eomments and suggestions coneeming this 
problem. 

A recent article (August 29, 1993) in the Dallas Morning News shows that the State of Texas 
has had a 52% change in AFDC caseload. from 1989 to April 1993. The article continued to 
state that Udespite everyones best efforts, the number of welfare recipients has climbed 
inexorably, increasing by one·third since 1989." I am sure similar figures exit for rest of the 
nation. I believe the time has come for major changes in our current welfare system. 

As a former welfare recipient from the State of California, I do underStand and agree that there 
is a need for a welfare system in the United States. I do not however, agree that It should be 
a perpetual system - there has to be a stopping pOintl 

In 1971 I found myse~ in the position of being a slvoroed mother with no high school education 
or job skills and two children to support. My only option was the California welfare system. By 
taking advantage 01 educetional opportunities available to me at that time, I was off the welfare 
system partially by 1973 and .fully by 1975. I strongly believe that others can and should do 
the same, 

The California welfare system had a program called WIN or Work Incentive Program. Under 
this program I took the opportunity to complete my high school diploma by attending an adult 
high school. In addition to working on courses to complete my high schaol diploma, 'was 
attending business courses offered by the same school. During school hours my children 
attended a state run chUd care facirity. Besides my regular welfare check, I received 
additionallunds each month as an incentive to stay in this program. This program elso taught 
me how to interview for a job, how to dress properly for a job interview and generally offered 
support in all my efforts. 

! am sure that there are similar and more advanced programs available to wetfare recipients in 
most states but getting people to take advantage of these opportunities is a vital key to this 
system. Information about such programs should be made available to all welfare recipienls 
and they should be strongly urged to take advantage of any such program or possibly lose 
their benefits. In addition, after training, the recipient should be given additional assistance 
for child care and medical benefits, if deemed necessary. The mind set of many recipients is 
"Why should I taKe a job earning minimum wage, which usually doesn't provide adequately for· . ~.~ 
my family, when I will lose benefits ". In thiS situation there is no incentive to improve! 

56-'l31~lb- 8' 



Education and lraining provide some of the answers but it is not a panacea. Parents may 
need help In raising their seff·esteem, coping with depression and may need some guidance In 
their parenting skills. From personal experience not enough is being done to make absent 
fathers support their children. Stronger laws need to be instituted and enforced in an stete •. 

There are no easy answers to this tremendous problem but I think there ere answers that will 
serve us all well, taxpayer and welfare recipien~ aUke. We ell need to work together to find 
them, 

As for me personally, I currenlly work for a major oil company in Dallas as a Jr. Tax Audit 
Analyst I am working on my bachelot. degree in accounting. Both of my children attend the 
University of Texas at Arlington, One of them will soon graduate with a degree in criminal 
justice. There Is Indeed life after welfarel I'm living proof of that 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

lR~-tJL~ 
. Kl.thleen M. Chalmers 

2124 Laramie Drive 

Mesquite, TX 75149 
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535 F St.-P.O.Box 980 
,- . Blaine, Wash. 98231 . September 10 1 1993 

Welfare Reform working Group 
638E200 Independence ~ve.,S.W.Room 

Washington, O.c. 20201 

Gentleruen/Lad1es: 

. "On August 20th, I was flicking the channels on TV and cauqht Bruce 
Reed nd the tale end of the C-SPAN program. They said that if anyone 
had a:y ideas about how to "improve the system" to write in. 

I have never written to any other program (government or otherwise) 
but felt so strongly about this issue that I knew I must write in. 

If I had been asked years ago about people on welfare I probably 
would have said that most of them were cheaters. Because I knew a few. 
Lazy people who didn't want to work and knew how to "work the systemlf 

,. 

It use to make me mad~ 

But, if you ask me the same question today, I have a different 
outlook. Yes, there are still cheaters out there. But I think that what 
you have a lot of today is people who have, for one reason or another, 
been thrust into poverty. Mostly women and children; because of divorce 
situations. J_~~~ __ I have met many others in the same situation 
Itm in. My sISter has alfio recently (because of divorce and lack of 
child support) had to go on welfare. Years ago, when I was still married, 
my best friend ended up having to leave her husband and ask for assistance 
as she had two small children to take-care. of. I know of many other 
battered wives and victims of abuse who all needed assistance. We hate 
the welfare system, but have no place else to turn. 

Going on welfare l's an 'eye-opener.. It is not a system that helps 

but actually hinders. If you get any extra money in (as in child support 


()!'or gifts) and report itt it will be deducted two months down the road 

~ from your check. That then means you will be extremely short on money 

that month to pay bills. ~our bills then go in the rear and you are then 
forever trying unsuccessfully to catch up. I am constantly getting 
disconnect notices on my electric, heat, water, and telephone~ Not to 
mention that there have been times when the rubbish company didn't collect 
my rubbish because I hadn't paid the bill. I then find myself trying to 
beg and bargain with all of these companies. If you take any of your 
check money to buy needed clothes or shoes for your children you then 
once again become short on money for the bills. I usually try to go to 
a couple of churches that give out free clothes and shoes but many times 
you cannot get the right sizes. I then go to second-hand shops to buy 
used items. Once again you cannot always find the right size to fit. 
It becomes very discouraging. Plus the items that you see at the churches 
are usually items that are very worn or stained or in need of repair. 
I have also had to now bury my pride and go to the food bank. It helps 
to stretch out your food stamps. But t~e ~ood that _Y,ou.get .~he~~_~i~__ . ~~"'_ 
usually beyond the date and vegetables and fruit are usually rotten. It 
is hard to find anything that is fresh and good at the food bank. This 
then makes you feel like you donlt deserve anything better. My children 
have asked mef, "Why is it that we always get rotten food?" irIs God 
punishing us? I 
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It . d not to be discouraged on welfare. I get depressed a lot 

nows I 1$ h~~om being controlled by my husband to being controlled by 

the welf:e:tS stem. I have also been lied to by people who work for the 

system. ~o, i know noW not ·to trust the people who work for the system. 


H I would change the system, would be to give the people hope and 
encour ow nt Not despair! When someone enters the system find out 
what t~g~~eskills are (and interests). If they need to further their 
educati~~ then set that up so that they can. Give them the training that 
they will need in order to get a good job. What I feel should be done 
about daycare needs is that there should be a screening for moms who 
would be qualified to work in a daycare setting. (Welfare moms) Instead 
of having the state pay for daycare, let the welfare moms operate a day
care for other welfare moms only~ Have a supervisor there at all times. 
If the moms need to learn CPR teach them! I had daycare in the past that 
Was paid for by the state and it is difficult to find daycare because 
the state pays less than what the daycare charges. Plus the daycare then 
has to deal with waiting for payments and plenty of paper work. It isn't 
good business sense to take welfare children. Construct a daycare build
ing that would be big enouqh to have a few rooms so that you could sepa
rate according to age. Let the welfare moms operate the daycare so that 
other welfare moms can go to work or back to school to further their ed
ucation. Do not charge for the daycare service! If a mom is only making 
$5.00 or $6.00 per hour she cannot afford to pay for daycare. It is im
possible! She won't get rich either! So nobody needs to worry about that~ 

Do not penalize someone on welfare if they get a little extra money. 
They are not going to get rich in a hurry! The extra money is a godsend! 

Provide transportation to a job or school with a van or mini-bus. 
There are a lot of people on welfare who cannot afford ~ car and they 
don't have bussing in every community. Again you could have someone on 
welfare operate this vehicle. 

Have a section of the welfare office for jobs only. Better than 
what they have at the unemployment office. Ask employers that are seekin9 
workers to call the welfare office first. See if some emploY,ers would be 
willing to train. Have someone check on the people who get hired to see 
if it has worked out. Let's have some success stories! 

I also feel that the welfare office could benefit from a monthly 
newsletter~ I thought about starting my ownl The newsletter could in
clude free clothing and other items that people would be ~illing to give 
to others in need. If someone needed a ride or babysitting that could be 
included as well~ Success stories could also be printed, therefore giving 
encouragement to others. 

Another idea about daycare would be to give the morns some incentive 
to work there. Give them extra money in their monthly check or separately. 
Moms with young children might like to work in a daycare. Once again, do 
not penalize the moms for the extra money. 

I do not feel that moms on welfare should keep having children but 
I don't know what would be a solution to the problem as it seems co be an-~' 
attitude or free spirit style. Not caring how many children they bring 
into the world. Maybe an offer of free birth control? I do not believe 
that everyone on welfare should be sterilized or that the women should be 
forced to have birth control implants in their arms. 
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What really makes my blood boil is when I see reports on TV about 
people who are on welfare in 5 or more statesl These people are true 
criminals! How these people can live with themselves is beyond me. 
There should be a task force to keep on top of such criminals. Also, 
anyone who may be ~orking in a welfare office and also collecting from 
the system. Maybe there should be a reward system (money) for anyone 
who turns in someone cheating the system. It would save money in the 
long run~ Plus, some of the people who do the cheating are from other 
countries~ I feel that we shouldn't rollout the carpet for people from 
other countries. people from other countries should not be allowed to 
come here and get immediately on welfare. I know of a family living in 
a brand new home and they are on welfare. There are eight children in 
the family and the husband doesn't believe in birth control. They can 
hardly speak English but have new clothes, bikes, etc.~ The man will 
have a hard time getting off of welfare because his English is so poor 
that I doubt that he will be able to get a job. His wifo just had a 
baby in June and so she will 'probably have another one in 1994. These 
people live better than my family does and I have lived here in this 
country all my life; working up until 1991. I have been working and 
paying taxes since 1971. I do not feel that people from other countries 
should be allowed to get any welfare benefits at all. Maybe then you 
wouldntt see so many people so eager to cross the border~ Once these 
people come they then send word back for other relatives and friends to 
do the same. This is more of a drain 'on an already drained system. I 
am not speaking about just Mexico but other countries as well. There 
are some people who fly in from other countries to collect their wel
fare then they fly back. Let's put 'a stop to such peopleJ 

Well I do hope that my long letter will be read and acknowledged~ 
I will be waiting to hear from you. 

I am looking for work, if you know of any jobs in the Whatcom 
County area. I'm willin9 to be trained. I do not want to be on wel
fare for the rest of my 'life·but I 'need a good paying job in order to 
support my family. 

Sincerely, , 
~vC?J(q 

, 

Susan E ..Metcalf 
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Mary Gerhart 
1339 High Street 
Bucyrus, ,OH 44820 
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co letter# single mother of two children on welfare, could not 
afford to take a job because she would lose Medicaid coverage for 
herself and children, worried about dental care being dropped 
from Medicaid (in Ohio?) , 
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\\ GOVERNMENT-RELATED HEALTH CARE PROGRAMS \MEDlCAID \ LOST 
COVERAGE/GAINFUL EMPLQYED 
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July 1, 1993 

Mr. David Ellwood 
Mr, Bruce Reed 
Co~Chairs, Working Group on Welfare 
Reform, Family Support and Independence 
The White House 
Washington, D,C, 20500 

Dear Mssrs, Ellwood and Reed: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding the creation of the 
President's Working Group on Welfare Reform, Family Support and Independence, 
I wish you well in your work on this complex issue and appreciate your 
invitation to share my thoughts with you. 

The President has set forth some important principles for welfare reform, 
People who work full·time should have the hope of lifting their family above 
the poverty line by their work. More effective child support enforcement is 
essential, so that absent parents bear their fair share of the cost of raising 
their children, ~'Education, training, and other services, including child 
care, must be made available to people on welfare so that they can make the 
transition to work. And recipients must understand that receipt of cash 
welfare payments entails a responsibility to work if they are able. I support 
these core principles. 

If welfare is to be successful and regain the support of the American 
public, it must do a better job of encouraging self-sufficiency and reduce the 
tendency of some families to become mired in dependency_ One of the issues 
that must be addressed is what happens to mothers who have additional 
children, Some governors have suggested reducing the increase in their 
welfare payments in order to reduce any financial incentive to have more 
children. I think there is a better approach which builds on the President's 
principles, 

Let us begin with a fundamental reform, Every healthy welfare recipient 
will have three choices to remain eligible for'payments: formal education, 
job training, or public service employment. " There v111 be no exceptions. We 
will nccept the responsibility to ronke chlld c'are and transportation 
Dvailable, using other welfare re~ipients to' provide it. 

"' 
Whet happens if another baby is born' to the fnmily? For the first 6 

months, the mother viII be allowed to staY at home to nurture the child. She 
will be encoursged to breastfeed, and will be offered training in other 
parenting skills to give the child the best possibfe start during those 
critical early months. But every child over the "age of 6 months who is on 
welfare will see his or her parent leaving for work or school every day. 
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~e will condition the increase in welfare payments for thAt baby on 
several factors: 

1. 	 Diligent prenatal care before the baby is born; 

2. 	 Timely check-ups and lmmunl~8tion8 after the baby 1s born; 

3. 	 Family planning counseling; 

4. 	 Enrollment And active participation in WIG and,Head Start; and 

5. 	 For unmarried mothers, cooperation in identifying the father so we 
can establish his child support responsibility, 

those who live up to these goals will receive a welfare payment increase 
in recognition of the needs of the additional child. Failure to live up to 
these goals will diminish or eliminate that extra lncome. 

This approach seeks to encourage good behavior and give the infant the 
best chance to survive and succeed. 

It will save ~ney in the long term, be~ause each of the elements 
designed to protect and enhance the child will spare our economy expense in 
the future. Fewer low birthweight babies in intensive care units, kids 
immunized against chtldhood dLseases, and involvement of famtlies in '\.JIC and 
Head Start all contribute to the plus side of the ledger. And those savings 
will subsidize the schooling and work opportunities for the parents. 

For this 9ystem to work, the federal government must make the commitment 
to ensure that every healthy welfar.e recipient particlpates in job training, 
edUcation, or. work. But the investment is worth it. The children who grow up 
in the restructured system will be much stronger and have 8 greater chance to 
succeed than those who are mired in the welfare system of today. 

1 am encouraged by the President's interest in this issue and look 
forward to the results of your work. 

Sin~erely, 

~-.~ 
Richard J. Durbin 
Member of Congress 

RJD: tf 
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WASHINGTON, DC 20510-11101 

May 25, 1994 

Mr. Arthur D. Pratt 
President 
Flynn Christian Fellowship Houses, Inc. 
4040 West 10th Street 
Indianapolis, 'Indiana 46222 

Dear Arthur: 

Thank you for your recent letter. I appreciate you taking 
the time to outline the Life-Incentive Program. 

As you know, the current welfare program, Aid to Families 
with Dependent Children (AFDC) has encouraged dependency and 
illegitimacy. I support the thrust of your proposal, the Life
Incentive Program because it addresses the flaws with the AFDC 
program and promotes job and, family,responsibility. 

I have shared your proposal with colleagues involved in the 
welfare reform debate.· I have forwarded your outline to Senator 
Moynihan, the Chairman of the Senate Finance Committee. Senator 
Moynihan has- been an advocate of welfare reform for many years. 
Also, I have sent your plan to Senator Hank Brown, chairman of 
the Senate Republican Welfare Task Force and to the co-chairmen 
of President Clinton's Welfare Task Force, Bruce Reed and David 
Elwood. 

I am not certain that welfare reform will be addressed 
this year. The Finance Committee has been working 
exhaustively on health care these last few months. At this time, 
Senator Moynihan has not scheduled any hearings to consider 
welfare. reform. The ~inistration has kept delaying the 
introduction· of its welfare plan. 

Again, thank you for the outline. I admire your desire to 
improve the lives of people on welfare. 

Since:r:elr, 

,, , .' 
d I,. /,.... (,. 

RicJ:iard G. Lugar 
United States Senator 
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1505 North Dela,,'l!re 
941.PI!25 "11'Indianapolis, IN 46202 '.' I"~ : 54 

(317) 638-9998 

;"pril 2l, :"994 

~ene.tor .t:tcharC Lu;;;nr 

lJ:tited. 3<:.ntez S!?J:ate 

3J6 Hart. Bc.i~d:.:tg 

..'/(&'2 h' 0:"1, "(' -...~
.ngt oJ.~. 2J$'" 

Dear Jie#;;; 

I appreciate your wan;; res.!i0nse to our 
pr:)!,>osal t::; ;?.:;l1se Ol.t A:-':1C :..ie:fare anti rt'!place 
it t4ith a !"ire-"!::1cen!.ive. ?ro:;.:-am '.ltJich \...oulu 
offer iioverr:ment l~:u:s to poverty-level teen
agers to develop bot~ their 7ocational and 
av~catior.el skills. 

: have drnwn up ~ ~rief ~utline of the 
principl'Zl concept.s behir.d <l :','i11 th.:!.t -,,'ould 
phaso out "~;:.:-(:: :'.'eHar"! nne. r~!,lice it ,....itil a 
L!fe-Incentive fro(;r'llTl. :'':o];ld you consider 
usint; ,/ox!' ot(ii'~' to ::>hape such 11 ~i1l and further 
pre:::ent i,t to the Senat<J and t~ the Pr.;!si:Je!lt? 
I realtze th::tt a honin~ 0: this: idea ;.fauld be 
necessary but :'eel t:-.e basic concapts are sourld~ 

I rea.lize t1:at ::.ll::'s )$ an €J;ibit.:o"J.s r:ro;~r8lt 
but feel thnt radical sur5ery is requ!red if t~e 
inner c~t1 is to be turned a~ownc. 

=~ncerely in Christ, 

l~rt:'ur ?ro.tt, ~rcsider.":. 
Life Effect:'Ve!1ess 1'rain.:r.g 

Snclcscre: out.line 

Board OfI:>iroctors 
Arthur D. Pratt 

President 
Janet. Hair 

1~ice·President 

Robert Adsit 
Secretary-Treas uru 

Sheila Adsit 
Rt" Rev, Edward Jones 

Ken Lemons 
I, ]!;, Mien••I. M,D, 

Phil Patterson 
Basil Romaoovkh 

Vic Ruthi.g 
Rev. Mae Wells 
Norman White 
Issac Womack 

Johnelia Womack 

Judge D. William Cramer 
Karl Stipher. Esq. 

Deceased 

Elvis T, Fleming 
Director of Del,Jelopmenl 

Dorothy Perine 
Executive Assistant 

Life Effectiveness '!'raining (LET) is a comprehensive program of Drug/Alcohol Treatment 

Sponsored by F1;\,'nn Christian Fellowship Houses, Inc, A Not·For·Profit Corporation 
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i>.n O.:~lir.e for Le!,;isla:tion to Phase O.:t AFX ;iielfare 
e.."1d Suostitut.e a Life-I:1cent-ive Frosram 

for r.elow Poverty-~evel Eighteen roar Oids 

1. 	 ArD~ ·,.JeEare !or age eiGhteen recipients would be discontim.:.ed ar:d the 
entire pro&ram gradually ?hased out. All recipients preser.tll on wellare 
wO<lld c!)ntinuc: anles!: d:!..verted to work i.." trainini br o~her 2:0verMtent 
programs • 

2. 	 A r.ew r.i~e ..lncentive Progrf;2.r.l admi.:aistered oy the '..iel.rare DepartL1en~ would 
be instituted as :0110w5: 

a. 	 At age fourteen, as a subs~itute for ~~DCt all poverty-level children 
....ould be tested ar.d. reviewed by ~·:el.fare in co-o!)erat:..or. with the 
?l,;,blic SChools to determi..e a Life-IncentiV9 PIer. With t ....o goals 
which the students t.iBr'l.selves would choose; (1) a vocation :ror which 
training in high school would inh~ediately commence; (2) two 
avocations (like basketball, woodworking, figure skating, Gospel 
sing:'r.g t etc.) J t.rain:..ng for which CQuld also .im.'T.ediately com.:ne.:tce. 

b. 	 If at age eig.."'teen the incipient tr::'!i:ri.ng :or bot::. tae vocation and 
avocation were successfally started - and the student had a part-t~ 
Job returnin~_ ~ rUni::rwfl. of $8;) a :;eek - 'the student 'HOule. qualify tor 
gO'Tern.ilent, low-interest loans to cO::1?lete four more years of train
ing in his or her c~osen fields. Loans ~f up tv Sl$J a month, as in 
the case of stude:1't college loa."1s J cm:.l::i be repaid grad1.<.ally after 
the student had ob~~inei work in h~s or her chosen vocational f~elds. 
Karrie::: stuclents ',mule be elizible '::or an ad~itiona.l $10) a month, 
t"::.us givinC an ~ncentive to :r.arria.je among t:-.e p,Y::r~ 

c. 	 T~e s:':J.cien~s ~,.,ou:~ rS!ce~ve ~ecic3ic ct:::'iz:,~ the oc.ration oi' their 
tr';!..in:'r.-;; ;{htch coiLd be extended up to fi:.re years in special cases. 

C. 	 -~'hs -~£elr.'),re tepar.::,:er:t. ;v(f..l.!d prj'fide cou.:::::elins se!"vice~ ::!ur~!l.G t;:'e 
i3c:';,:'en~ ::...~tl ;:':"'''':.:!l !Ot~g:<:", of th~ ::".!·~-::1c\;!l1tive rlan. 

DisCUS5io!1! ;.!'DC ~;elfare, ·?oS it presentl'f operates, '.l.."1Hitt-ingly gives incen
ti'1es to (a) have c;"ildr~r. out of ';tIecibck when the husb3J".d rarely is signifi 
cant-I:! 1nvolved in the family, and (b) tL.'1wi. ttinil~r :orns in the recipient a 
state of .:lepe:1dency that rae'.1ces perso:ial incer.tive. 

In tfie :L.ife-:;ncenti'/e Frogra.:;:: 

11. 	 :Coth :::en and women ~0151c. he indt:.ced a.t age fourteen to receive 
vvcational trainir~ a~ci ~o begLn to plw'1 to enter the job market. 

b. 	 ',nt!~ a job hrine;1n[:. i:1 ~eJ a '.leek nIle a loar. :)f ';15') a. rr.onth, there 
"ould be sufficient incc:1".e for both a YoJ.;,."'lg t:'Ia..""1 er.ci woman to be 
married and to :::e~in to resto!'"e the t;-lo"'parent fam.:il:: in the inner 
city. The adc.itional ;3.':':JO to rrAr:ried cO;.lples ·..ould l'urtr"er encourage 
jl",arriage. 

-1

http:r.arria.je
http:tr::'!i:ri.ng
http:sing:'r.gt
http:co-o!)erat:..or
http:discontim.:.ed


c. Stt:dents would be helped '..here the)" live &."1c, in their schools rat:-.er 
transport"!d to special H Ctlmjis'j for the:'r training. 

d. Training!n th~ av¢cat~onnl sreas ~ght produce a great variety or 
new YO'.lth activ'!.ti0s, such as basi<etbaU tcurnaments, GOSgel singing 
contests, chess t.oc'rna."'nents, wo:)d;,rorkin~ cO!1petition in bois 1 and 
:,'1rlsl clt.bs ar.d co::vnunit:t centers wh.::..ch 'Ilot.ld increase their 
curriculum. 

e. 	 The high schc:;;l welfare workers would be c~.allenged to help boys or,d 
girls toward significant careers and f3,:'l1ily and cultural development. 

f* 	 For a married couple, the inc:;me would be lag follows: 

t'Wo 	 part-tir.:.e jo'cs, ~.ini.m.u.':1. ::':32): ;Jcl.J 
t.m loans::; $15) each: J:n 
$L')') additio:'l.e..l for a mar::-ied couple: lJ" 

:tl.~4J 

This would prove sui'fic:"ent i:1come to start a fa.":Iily, thor8by er..co'Jraging the 
low-income males to adopt not anI;: .job responsibi lities :;ut also parental 
re5ponsib~11ties. This ~o~lc compensate for the present ~ack of incentive 
arno;'J.g young males -:.hat :mlst contrrol.lte substantiall to crime and delinquency
probler.s in ~~e in;'J.er ci~J. 

s~~~~: The present welfare system, w~ich enco~ragcs dependency, largely 
excludinG rr.ales from family respons 1h:'lity7 wocld be grac;Jally trans!orme>:! 
to a system enco~raging both job and family respcns::':)ility aJ"\Cnr; bot!". men a..'1d 
warne;}. 

http:in;'J.er
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founder 
Harry Chapin 
1942·1981 

Chair 

James B. Chapin 


Eke4:uth1e Director 
and Co-founder 
Bill Ayres 

. £Slablished 1975 

World Hunger Year 
505 Eighth Avenue., 21st Aoor 
New York, NY 10018·6582 
212·629·8850 
Fax 212_465·9274 

April 8, 1994 

Bruce Reed 
om"" of Domestic Policy 
Deputy Assistant to the Prcsident fot Domestic Policy 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW . 
Washington, DC 20050 

Dear Bruce, 

I enjoyed meeting with you yesterday, I am sorry that I had to leave Ln. the middle 
of your rcsp·onscs to OUi' many questions. My beSt friend and partner's wife died 
suddenly the day before, and I needed to catch a train back 10 New York, 

Here is an updated vcrsLon of Lhc sheet I gave you. 1 know that some members of 
the Working Group think Child Support Assurance is another name for welfare. 
but lhc difference is work and the mCrCa5Lng lnvolvcmcnl of the absent parenl. 
Certainly it is only one piece in the poverty puzzle (of our enclosed 
Hungcr/Povcrty Wheel), but it is it most important clement. 

The strategy that I have not heard people latk about recently is actually eliminating 
AFDC payments for families who have the whole assurance package oUllined on 
the ~ccompanying sheeL I (eaHi",e that findIng jobs for all these women is not 
easy, but it will be far easier if the need'only be half-time jobs and far more 
appealing if recipients know Lhcy will almost double their income and maintain 
health care if they find a part-time job. 

I would be: happy to discuss this·matler further with you and other Working 
Group members. In the meantime I will be working to generate grassroots 
support for the package. 

Best regards, 

BiI~~ 
Executive Director 

Enclo'surcs . 

.. _.. 
',~ , ,.. 

.. 



Ending Welfare As We Know It: 

Child Support Enforcement & Assurance 


Single Mother and 

Two Children 1994 


Aid to Families with 
Dependent Children 
National Average: 

Food Stumps: 
Assuming no excess shelter 
and dependent care costs 

School Meals: 

.' 

'EITC,:'" 
: t .::. '. '•• 

Wages: 

Child Support Assurnnce: 

Health Care: 

Welfare Dependency; 

Total 
Income: 

$4,404 

$2,688 

YES 

NQ.·Unless in ed,.n"';on 
or training program. 

NONE 

NONE 

YES 

YES 

NONE 

$1,704 

YES 

$.2,000 Estimate--Depending on age of 
children and·working hoUrs find local!ty. 
~ . .. . 

$1,560 EITC 
.$ 398 FICA 
$1,162 EITC Total 

$5,200 

·sa,SOO-payment from non-custodial 
parent or government, ifnecessary. 

YES 

NO - and part lime jobs are easier to get 
and keep especially for single panmr.s, 

$13,566 

.. An Average of $1.500 would come from the non-custodial parent under the present system of child support enforcement. , 

Advantages ofChiId Support Enfot'eclncnt Atmurance: 

1) Fre(>8 rnllUonB of chUdr<:n and thctr parents from J.u:werty 
·tThe Poverty GuIdelIne tor it famUy u!thf'"i:m i9)(i!!ill than $12.320 UJl of April!, 1994). ' , 
.2) EncouragCfl and lIupporu work and 8elr~roUancc, 

~ .
.3) 'Requires absent parents to wpport th'ok chUdron. 

, 
4) Eliminates the stigma and intrusions of welfw:e. • For further information contact Bill Ayres at . " 
! . " ~ World Hunger Year"5) Reduces ndmlnlstmtlve costs or wclfaro Ilnd direets: 

505 Eighth Avenue, 21st Fl, NcwYOT.K. NY 10018the system to foster sclf·reUancc-. 

(2121629-8850 ,,( (212)465-9274 f'< 


6) REQUIRES No NEW GOVl'.RNMENT SPENDINC. 

i 
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The Reinvesting In America Hunger & Poverty Wheel 

Income & 
Tax Policy 

Food Policies 

Economic 

Health Care 

Jobs& Job 
Training 

Children & 
Families 

----Ih~ Welfare 
.. Policy 

Crime, Drugs & 
the legal
System 

Housing & Homelessness 

"There is no single answer to hunger and pOlJerty, no sillJer bullet 
solution. It is all connected. Solutions emerge when we, who are 
worKing on parts of the problem" are connected to the whole through 
one ,another:'-- Bill Ayres. 
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,'l-IE WHITF. HOUSE 

WASHIr<IlTON 

May 12, 1994 

MS6 Miriam G. Bernstein 
3117 Esther Drive 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45213 

Dear Ms. Bernstein: 

Thank you for your letter of April 15 
concerning welfare reform. I appreciate 
your taking the time to. share your ideas 
with us. 

I am forwarding your letter to staff of 
the Working Group on Welfare Reform~ 
Family Support, and Independence at the 
Department of Health and Human Services 
for review. 

Agaln t thanks for taking the time to 
write. 

~noerr~ 
1:?c:~ 

Oeputy Assistant to. the President 
for Domestic Policy 



MIRIAM G. BERNSTEIN 
3111 ESTHER DRlVE 

CINCINNATI, OHIO 45213 

(513) 731-6741 

April 15, 1994 

Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton 
do White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mrs. CURtOJ!! 

I spoke to Susan Ness when she was in Cincinnati recently. I asked for the name of a 
White House contact person in the area of welfare reform. Susan suggested that 1 send 
the enclosed proposal to Bruce Reed. 

Besides Bm« Reed, a ropy of "SHOCK MARRIAGE" A PROPOSAL FOR THE 
REESTABLISHMENT OF THE TRADITIONAL AMERICAN FAMILY i. 
enclosed. I am copying this information to Susan ~ess as well. 

President Clin.on and you have had an oUistanding firsl year. Unfortunately, it is politics 
as usual. There is little comfon and no need to tell you 10 "beware of the Philistines!" 

I hope that then~ is serious consideration of my proposal. 

~interely yours, jl 

Ik~~ (2J'~~~ 
Mi riam G. Berns ein 



THI:;: W!lITE flOUSE 

WASlllNGTON 

May 3, 1994 

The Reverend Fred C. Kammer 
President 
Catholic Charities USA 
Suite 200 
1731 King Street 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314 

Dear Fred: 

Thanks so much for your letter about my 
Administration's welfare reform efforts. I 
share your belief that, for welfare reform to 
be truly successful, we must move those who can 
from welfare to work. 

I understand your concern about how we accomplish 
our goals. My Administration's working Group on 
Welfare Reform has been drafting a system that 
rewards work and makes it easier for families to 
stay together. As you know, there is no easy 
answer, just as there is no single approach. 

But every effort is being made to meet these two 
fundamental criteria. I have shared your letter 
with the Working Group so its members will have 
the benefit of your insight. 

I hope you will continue to write me with your 
thoughts. I am grateful for your friendship a::1d 
support, 

Sincerely, 



.;/ 

May 9, 1994 

The Honorable Mike Jacobs 
Johnson County Judge 
Post Office Box 278 
Clarksville. Arkansas 72830 

Dear Mike. 

Thank you for your letter regarding Johnson 
County's welfare reform efforts. I am pleased 
that communities across the country are 
encouraging Americans to take new responsibility 
for their lives. 

As you know, the Departments of Agriculture 
and Health and Human Services are currently 
reviewing all applications for federal waivers 
for experimental programs, and I am co~mitted to 
ensuring that this process is completed as 
quickly as possible. I have shared your letter 
with my Domestic Policy staff, and we will 
certainly keep your thoughts in mind. 

I appreciate your efforts to provide the 
people of your community the security they 
deserve. I know I can count on your continued 
involvement in the process as we work to make 
this dream a reality for all of our citizens. 

Sincerely, 

BIll CLINTON 
BC/DNP/ps (Correa. #1334155) 
14. jacobs.:n) 

cc: wI inc Bruce Reed 



Johnson County Judge 
P.O. Box 278 

Clarksville, Arkansas 72830 
FAX 754·6098 
(501) 7&4·2175 

January 27, 1994 

President Bill Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dn~r Pr~5ids~t ~lint0n: 

In your recent State of the .,Union Address, _ you announced to 
Congress and ~ric~ th~1;._~,__w~l;t~%,@_:c.eLorm.-act would be submitted 
by spJ;ing.•-!rhis-.announ~~~nt f:ame as a welcome relief to those of 
us who agree that welfare's original purpose -- to act as a second 
chance and not a way of life -- has been overlooked far too long. 

In September, 1992, our comm~ity~as one~~A_in~kansas that 
received' fundin;--Ior__ a grant from Families First to' hire a 
community coordinat.Q:r;. __, While_Q.uJ:.community.* S' funding of,__this grant 
strongly hinged upon the concept- of ;est'abIIshing' a- Family' Service 
Center to - make' assistance easier -for those who truly need it, 
another- aide of the issue soon became_ apparent; government 
assistance ia a way of life for many of our county's (and nation's) 
residents. This prompted us to ask "why?;o and "what can we do to 
assist these people in becoming self Bufficient?" 

The leadership of Johnson County banded together at this time and 
identified this issue as a potential problem for our county. We 
developed a stategy to identify those persons in the county who 
were receiving welfare-type benefits and planned to track their 
allocation over a period of time. We then held a meeting to gain 
the state's approval to proceed .with an in-depth study that would 
identify those persons who were receiving two, three, four or more 
various types of government aid (attachment A). To do this, 
waivers of confidentiality needed to be granted from welfare and 
service-type agencies which served our county's residents. 

The local Bousing Authority and Section 8 Housing signed these 
c onf identiarffy--wa:lver~~;_.:'·~t?_ff.f _,E..--.J.5~!:-_~.£~_.resistance occurred when 
other agencies were asked to do the same:-"--'Accordlng to a letter 
from the state DBS,office, the Office of General Council prohibited 
such disclosure, especially Medicaid recipients, citing federal law 
which prohibits disclosure of any client identifying information. 
Consequently, our plan to identify the barriers to self-sufficiency 
in our county ended abrupt-ly- -because of state and federal laws 
which protect the privacy of these individuals who are receiving
assistance from the taxpayer's moneyl 

mailto:w~l;t~%,@_:c.eLorm.-act


We chose this strategy in our community with the belief that we had 
a significant chance to improve the system in Johnson County. This 
change was important because our county is curreutly undergoing an 
enconomic boom with the location of several new industries and the 
expansion of existing ones. Still, the number of welfare cases 
does not appear to be diminishing. " 

A strong argument for welfare recipients not desiring to become 
self-sufficient is that for many people this would mean an actual 
reduction in benefits and income~ Why give up a housing allowance, 
food stamps, medical insurance and other assistance when one takes 
a minimum-wage job? One would need to begin a job· paying an 
approximate $6.26 per hour* to equal the amount of assistance being
received through federal and state assistance. 

Sadly, for many J1.]':lEu':i cans. welfare has be.come a way of life ~ and 
there appears to be no internal drive to achieve self-sufficiency 
for some. Welfare needs to be 'a safety net for occasional 
hardships that hit hard-working families. Agreeably, there needs to 
be a time limit aet aside for receiving benefits to create a timely 
structure in order to prepare oneself for employment again. 

Thia letter's intent is to show how we proposed a strategy to work 
with the concern of welfare reform in our county, and the resulting 
barrier we encountered with government bureaucracy. We wish you 
well in your endeavor to deal with this 'issue of great concern and 
stand ready to help enforce the new legislation in this part of 
Arkansas. Meanwhile, if we can be of any assistance, please let us 
know. 

Mike Ja B 
County Judge, Johnson County 

MJ:ar 

• ARVAC, November 1992 

encl. 
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THE WHITF. HOUSE 

WAS HUH.TON 

May 4. 1994 

Mr. Arthur Pratt 
Dtrector 
Life E!fect1veness Training 
1505 North Delaware 
Indianapolis. Indiana 46202 

Dear Mr. Prat!: 

Thank you for your April 21 letter to the President 
concernlng welfare reform. 1 appreciate your taking 
the time to share your ideas with us. 

r am forwardtng your material to staff of the Working 
Group on Welfare ""form. Family Support. and 
Independence at the Department of Health and 
Human Servtces for reView. 

71n~\ 

~ceReed 


Deputy AssIStant to the President 
for Domestic Policy 
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 , 	 .Life Effectiveness Training (LET) 


1505 North Delaware Board OfDirectors 
Indianapolis, IN 46202 Ariliur D. Pratt 
(317) 638-9998 Presidenl 

Janet Hair 

April 21, 1994 Vice-President 
Robert Adsit 

Secretary. Treasurer 

Sheila Adsit President Bill Clinton 
Rt. Rev, Edward Jones'the 	WhiteHouse 

Ken Lemons Waahington, D. C. 20500 
1. 	 E, Michael, M.D, 

Phil Pattersonattention: Bruce Reed, Domestic ?olicy 
Basil .Rornanovich 

Vic RuthigDear President Clinton: 
Rev. MBe Wens 
Norman WhiteAfter many years of pro~_ding transitional housing for Issae Womackwelfare clients, we have undertaken du~~g the last four Johnella Womack 

years to,attempt to stabilize ~wenty welfare families in 
permanent housing. We have provided some social services Judge D. William Cramer
(housing, furniture J job possibilities) and recreational Karl 	Stipher, Esq.
services (COOkouts, birthday parties, treasure hunts for Deceased
the children, fhanksgiving and Christmas dinners). The 
Director's wife operated a painting ~~ roof repair business Elvis T. Fleming
that offered temporary jobs to many of the recipients. Director of Development
Rent from these famiiies has paid 90% of the projeet*s , 
costs. Dorothy Perine 

Executive ASEistan.t 
The Director of this project and his family have lived in 
the.inner city in the center or the project and have on a 
personal bASis become deeply acquainted with ~~y of the welfare families. 
Xany of the cookouts and other recreational services are held in his home 
which has become 8. sort of neighborhood C9!lter. 

From this grass-roots experience, o~ observations about AFDC Welfare are as 
follovs; 

l~ 	 Though probably not often consciously getting pregnant to receive welfare, 
:1vung women have an assurance' ef probably twenty years of income simply by 
the virt~e of having children. 7his unwittingly sets a goal of d~enqency 
fer then which must - even subconsciously - affect their school grades and 
their ambitions in life. 

2. 	 Welfa.re mothers usually do not overtly seek '\:'ork because they do not wish 
to lose the security of vallare payments and Jtedicaid. The long..term 
prograr.. to help them get jobs and get off welfare (WINS) only succeeded in 
getting 1":1% of their clients off of welfare because the jobs usually did 
not pay as well as welfare. 

Life Effectiveness Training (LET) is a comprehensive program of DrugiAkoho! Treatment 
Sponsored by Flynn Christian Fellowship Houses, Inc, A Not,For-Profit Corporation 

http:Welfa.re
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3. Men play very 8ubservient r~les in welfare families that are highly 
matr1archul. ,in 6tructure. Welfare encourages one-parent families and 
discourages liUlrriage. The men are leSt with very little responsibility 
and, without job~, very little to live for. It isn't hard to imagine 
why 	 they co~rll" crimes. 

h. 	 Welfare women ure frustrated by their dependency and have la.tent anger 
which could cpnt.r1bute to inner-city crime and discontent. 

5~ 	 Welfare mothe]'" are very disciplinary with their children who frequently 
grow up with "rent passivity or great anger or both. };ar.y of these 
children could '00 the problem people of the .future. 

6. 	 Welfare mothero otten feel compelled to have more children as their onl:r 
means to incruace their tncome. 

ArDC Welfare has ~rown in nrultiply;ing progressions: 5,500,0:::>0 on welfare 1.'1 
1980; 10,700 OOJ in 1987; almost 14,00::>0,0:)0 in 199,3. Helfare is a nationnl 

tcalamity. Its fRld 1.. does n,?t lie with the -welfare recipients themselves but 
with the legislatlllll that permits such a system. 

Our 	recom:nendatiOll:'l 1..0 runend this legisla.tioz: are! 

1. 	 Leave the prCMnt. recipients on He1fare but suspend welfare for new 

recipients. 

2. 	 For new recipitlHttJ, structure B. new Life-Incentive Program which would 
work as fo11olw I high school students of below-poverty level would be 
encouraged to ()iloose an avocation {art, wood working, basketball, 
~spel music ~t.o~} as well as n vocation. 111 new recipients reaching 
the age of eL,:ht.ucn who earned a rrdni:tnum of S80 a week 1'rom entry-level 
jobs would r8('_t'J ve loans up to $150 a month in the new Life-In<;entive 
Program to d;3T~lop their vocational and nvocatioz:aJ. skills after leavi.'1g 
high school. }tul'ried couples could receive up to $100 H.ore. 

~oth men and woman would reCeive the bonef'its of the Life-Incentive Program. 
Clients presentlY ~i welfare could switch to the new Life-Incentive Program 
as vell. The progrAfl'l would be administered by a joint effort or the Welf'are 
Department and the School System. 

Results of the Lif~~Incentive Program (LIP) could be: 

1. 	 To bring the n~~ recipients into the job r.~rket as well as encourage 
their avocatiOlm1 abilities (perhaps giving far more "statusll to these 
abilities) • 

2. 	 To eccourage l\'I,g-l..cI"m training in vocational areas. 

J. 	 To give both fin'\) rod -w~en equal status in the Life-Incentive Program 
ar.d thus enco,;:':~I-:tI !TID.rrl.age relationships mnong the IJOOl' rather than 
one-parent fa1l\.~: h\tl. 
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To encoura~e all sorts of new competition in nvocational areas such as 
inner-oity basketball tournan.ents j sports J m'J.sic and arts festivals J etc. 
People would not only be trained to work but to live out and express their 
highest abilities. 

Funding for tho Life-Incentive Frograrrl eould be on a 10M basia, as n sbdent 
loan, and could be repaid when the cllent obtained 'Work on a full-time basis. 

ilFDC Welfare would. be phased out on a gradual basis which would not be 
detrimental to present welfare recipients. The very considerable abilities 
of the social workers of the Welfare Department would be used to help young 
people to develop both their vocational and avocationsl skills9 The scho~ls 
would develop long-term programs of continuing education to fulfill Life
I~centive goals. Savings from not accepting ~ew welfare recipients would be 
used to help finance the new Life-Incentive Progr~~. Would you consider this 
Program for legislntion? 

Respectfully submitted, 

C/~)CAv~ 
Arthur Pratt, Director 
Life Effec~iveness Training 

Mote to Hr Reed: Enolosed is a brief outline of the legislation foor the 
Progr~~. It has been subvdtted to both our Senator, Dick Lugar t and our 
Representative, Andy Jacobe (who gave me your name)~ Both have replied very 
Poositively. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASlt/lHlTON 

March 25, 1994 

Mr. Char~es J. Kean 
19706 SW B3rd Place, 8-11 
Dunne~~on, F~orida 34432 

Dear Mr. Kean; 

Thank you for your letter concerning 
welfare reform. I appreciate your taking 
the time to write me about your concerns 
and ideas on Mwalk awayM fathers and 
responsibility. 

I am sharing your letter with staff of the 
Working Group on Welfare Reform~ Family 
Support, and Independence at the 
Department of Health and Human Services. 

t{\r'

BruJ~ 


Deputy Assistant to the President 
for Domestic Po~icy 



J. F. Cambe Groupf- , 
19706 SW 83rd Pl. Rd. B-ll 
Striving To End Separatism 

Dear Mr# Reed: RE, WALK AWAY FATHERS 

The abQve~ part of a pOlitical chant in 1884, .COUld very 
well be asked today by millions of children. 

Our intention is to use this and the attached tally sheet to 
shame the walk-a-way father. 

President Bush was blamed for the heavy job loss in the United 
States during the Reagan-Bush adinistration years. who can be 
blamed if jobs are lost because manufacturers are unable to find 
people willing to work at these jobs? During the Bush - Clinton 
campaign very little was said about this phenomenona. They did 
not dwell on the high cost to government of people who refuse 
to support their families~ 

Walk-a-way fathers leave behind unhappy children. The unhappy 

youth is more likelY to be the dangerous, violent youth we read 

about too frequently. Leaders, in and out of public employment, 

need to get to these youth .. They have to stress-the need and 

the benefits of conforming to the disCipline of a law and order 

society. 


The valk-a-way father is taking money away from the rest of us. 

His public assistance money could be oue public works money. 

We need parks and recreation, improved and new roads, and better 

classrOOMS. now not available due to lack of funds. Where is 

that money? 


What can we do? We can start by teaching young men a clear picture 

of responsibility. He should know he has obligations to provide 

a home for his wife and children. By allowinf abandonment to 

continue the harder it becomes to end separatism. 


S~~iO~
Ch~es J. Kean 

Mr. Bruce Reed, Chair Feb. 10. 1 94 
Working Group on Welfare Reform 
Deputy Assistant to the president for Domestic POlicy 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 25, 1994 

Mr. Thomas Keiser 
Suite 4 
550 West Duarte Road 
Arcadia, California 91007 

Dear Mr~ Keiser: 

Thank you for your letter concerning 
welfare reform and food stamps. I 
appreciate your taking the time to write. 

I am forwarding your letter to staff of 
the Working Group on Welfare Reform, 
Family Support. and Independence at the 
Department of Health and Human Services 
for review; 

~~ 

Bruce Reed 

Deputy Assistant to the President 
for Domestic Policy 



!J?-,. &~ 
THOMAS KEISER 

Suite 4 

550 West Duarte Road 


Arcadia, California 91007 

(818) 447-3539 • FAX (818) 447-3542 

Slate Bar #71447 

December 13. 1993 

Bruce Reed 
Deputy Domestic Policy Adviser 
The whi te House 
1616 Pennsylvania Avenue 
washington. DC 

Re: "We I fare as we know it" 

Dear Mr. Reed: 

I read in the Los Angeles Times you are co-leader of 
the Administration's we 1fare reform task force. charged wi th 
ending welfare "as we know it" . I wBnt to brieflY add my 
perspective. 

To change the welfare mentaiity. J beiieve you must 
restore dignity to the recipients. A big step in the right 
direction will be to eiiminate food stamps. The savings. in 
program costs and administration, can be made into cash grants to 
recipients. Why is that important? A look back into history. 

In 1934 Eleanor Roosevelt. who worked for affordable 
housing. called for indoor plumbing and toilets in every new 
home. The president's advisers were astounded. How. one asked. 
would anybody be able to tell the rich from the poor if that were 
the case? "In matters of such simple dignity and decency". she 
replied. ot we should not be able to tell the rich from the poor." 

The saIne situation exists with food stamps. Recipients 
are branded poor, stigmatized 8S unqualified to make responsible 
decisions by a government thut doesn't trust them to spend money. 
Just because sOmeone is poor doesn't mean they are irresponsible 
or ignorant. Having to use script to buy food let's everyone know 
they are second class citizens, 

I encourage you t.o reform welfare by eliminating the 
aspects of welfare that degrade the J·ecipient. I urge you to 
eliminate food stamps, 

TK/t 

PS: There are other important. equally desirable reasons to 
eliminate food stamps. If you'd like additional information. I'll 
be happy to elaborate. TK 



THE WHITE HOUSE. 

WASHINGTON 

February 28, 1994 

M9~ Patrioia Helvey 
6398 Highway 12 West 
Helena, Montana 59601 

Dear Ms. Helvey: 

Thank you for your letter of February 2 
concerning welfare reform. I appreciate 
your taking the time to write and for 
sharing your concerns and ideas with me. 

I am forwarding your letter to staff of 
the Working Group on Welfare Reform~ 
Family support j and Independence at the 
Department of Health and Human Services 
for review.. 

-~tff 

Deputy Assistant to the President 

for Domestic Policy 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 22. 1994 

Mr. William E. Osborne 
Community Links 
P.O. Drawer 679 
Fredericktown, MissourI 63645 

Dear Mr. Osborne: 

Thank you for your letter of February 8 provldlng 
lnformatJon on Community Links. I appreciate your 
taking the I1me to write. 

I am sbarlng your letter with staff of the Working 
Group on Welfare Reform. FamUy Support, and 
Independence at the Department of Health and 
Human Servlces. 

ruce Reed 
Deputy AsSistant to the President 

for Domestic Policy 



mmunity---------

e~~~epreneurial transportation service 

Feb. 8. 1994 

Mr. Bruce Reed 

Domestic Policy Advisor 

C/O White House Executive Offices 

Washington D. C. 


RE.: Welfare Reform 

Dear Mr, Reed; 

Your comments were quite interesting in Ron Suskind's "Wall 

Street Journal" article. Please consider the following to 

meet shared goals you ,described and assist The President in 

finding coml:D~n gro,!nd for this important initt,ative. 


Community Links is a formalized car/van pooling system 

offering entrepreneurial opportunities for existing 

travelers to provide public transportation for rural 

residents. Women l minorities and the working poor are the 

targeted participants for this value adding activity. 


Community Links provides a win-win situation. The unions can 
complain little about this new concept especially since many 
of their members are in the group targeted for business 
development. The federal budget will be positively impacted 
through this re-inventing. Environmentalists will recognize 
the incentive for ride sharing. Owner/operators will see 
increased disposable income from existing commuting costs. 
Riders will gain universal aCcess to society's goods~ services I 
education and employment opportunities. 

Mr, Reed. (as you can tell I feel Community Links is as neat 

as pockets on shirts and sliced bread} we will be truly 

honored if our contribution can in any way assist you and Our 

Great President in making life better for all Americans. 


Sincerely, . 

Wm. E. Osborne. Int. Dir. 

120 S. Min. LaMotte _ PO Drawer 679 _ Fredericktown, MO 63645 • 1-800·273·0646 _ Fax # 314-783·7242 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W .... S1HNC'fON 

February 22. 1994 

Mr. Chrlswpher SUver 
340 Covered Bridge Road 
K1rIli Prussia. Pennsylvania 19406 

Dear Mr. Stlver: 

Thank you for your letter concerntng welfare reform. 
I appreciate your taking Ille Urne w write and for 
sharing your concerns and Ideas With us. 

I am sending your letter to staff of the Working 
Group on Welfare Reform. Family Support. and 
Independence at the Department of Health and 
Human ServIces for review. 

Bruce Reed 

Deputy Assistant to the PresIdent 


for Domestic Policy 
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Chri<topher Silver 
340 Covered BridgeRd. 
King Prussia, PA.19406 

Me. Bruce Reed, 

White House Domestic Policy Aid & 

Co-Chairman Welfare Task Force 


Dear Mr. Reed, 


I am writing to you to express some thoughts on 
the current welfare debate. The welfare queen has become (he new 
Willie Horton and I think there are allol of liS who are tired of being 
fed myths, The whole debate abollt welfare has taken on a cartoon ish 
nature. The debate has gone something like this: The root causes to 
our social/cultural ills can be attributed to the decadent, morally 
relativistic evil hippie revolutions of the six.ties that removed all 
moral standards of decency and created a permiSSIve society that 
fosters family breakdown. rampant crime, drug abuse, promiscuity. 
etc .. This has caused young black women to enjoy sex too much and 
give themselves up to predatory violence prone black men and have 
chi1dren out of wedlock to get more welfare checks. These fatherlefls 
sociopaths then run around and kill each other fOI" kickfl. We mma 

.sl,lve ,our c~_Pdren and"get back:.. 10' the bible ,andr, either family. values 
that ;this .great!J'.land of,'opporlunity"was' founGed on and' get away 
from' failed~.socialis[ic: policie!'. that:, create poverty and ilh~gitirnacy. 
This ~hinking has become almost the accepted view. But I never hear 
the real statistics. That ADFIC is miniscule in terms of the over all 
budget. most welfare recipiems 'are two parent familie,s, and that it 
has not become a generational way of life for million!' of people. The 
most disturbing part is that Ihis catch phrase debate has resulted in 
catch phrase solutions i.e. ( workfare, abstinence, etc.) that are easily 
understood by the masses, It is not tll:ll I dont think that we as a 
country can do better in serving the poor but it lteem!' that Presidenl 
CHntons policies are legitimizing right wing propaganda. Murryi$IB 
and Moynihanism is now considered cenlrai in any discussion on 
welfare. The most disturbing part of this is the almost accepted as 
fact myth that aHot of welfare abuse is the resultant of improper 
sexual behavior. This is nonsense to anyone who has Jived In the 
"inner city". Have YOll or Clinton? Young black women are having 
children bccaw;;e they choose to. It gives mcaning and purpose 10 
their lives. The problem is 110t the result or it mistake during a nighl 
of heated pas.sion.. And .ev!?l1. if Ihey do end up'getting pregnant ;m" 
feel thilt. they would not.·like to· carrY"it tocterm. they 'could not afford 
abortion .. Teenage pregnancies' are' not a result 'of immorality but of ..,.

i v· '" 



lack of hope and anger create from the last twelve years of Reagan 
America..Why should a young black girl avoid getting pregnant 
when the prospect of marriage is out of the question due 10 the lack 
of eligible men and the idea of the American dream closed to her. Is 
there really something morally reprehensible about having a child to 
give meaning [0 one, life? Why should. young girl who cannot see a 
bright future avoid behavior that might endanger Ihat fulure, I had 
the opportunity a couple of ye.lrs ago 10 travel through Europe to the 
Scandinavian countries. France and have lived in Rome, In aU of 
these places young people, especially in Scandinavia, have just as 
much sex as we do, but their "illegitimate births and tC,enagc 
pregnancy. and STD rates are well below ours. Why? I believe it is 
our Christian Puritan ethic that makes sex something hush hush and 
devious, not natural and normal. Psychologists have .long nOlice<j that 
repression, especially in a free society, often leads to an equal 
reaction against it. Ahstinence. e~pecJally government sponsored 
programs will not work. Every one i~ lamenting sex and skin ·on TV. 
bot no one is asking why it sells. Things will never be like it was in 
the fifties this country has changed structurally too much. 
. I would like to know if it i, possible for me 10 gel'n copy~~ ~f"-YQt!r. health caf'e I"Gport.. and how you plan to reduce teen~ pregnancies. and more about your training programs for jobs. 

Thank you for laking the time to read tbis and I am 
looking forward to hearing from you., 

Since ·ely. 

ChriSiopher Silver 
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Mter welfare goes, 

what of the poor? 

~~,NDERSON 

T
hose woo have been CftUing 
recently tor an 'end to we!. 
fMe, ~trig this as II way or 

solving poverty and. tHegitimsCj', 
aJe wrong. ElIm1n~tln8 the prQg1'l.ln 
wollld only make things much 
worse. All all ethnograpber and oocl. 

low 'them 10 estabHsll Ule1r own 
hollSeholds and at limes attrllet oUter 
men who netd money. But it is stm
pUstlc IIl!.d wrongheaded to ~' 
that I.f you stop welfare you' Will ~ 
th1! behavior. A fundamental ques

• cO 

don is: Why do people behttve In the 
ways I have described? II. slgtilllcant 
pan or the answer is: ~use of the '. 

ologl:!1t wbo has W<l-rkoo in poor,. \I.tll'aveUng of the economy In lho1t 
lnner-cit)" nelgbborhood:!, I we}. 'communities, which results 1Jl hope- .. 
come the debate And the $C.IIn:h for 1cssness. ;j",; ';t, 
aolUfions to Ulese problem. BU1 Ule The lack or ~RilliYSh~ by
proposals to Ilootlsh welfare om. " the men,lhe "wautonO~" i;:eucer
right espollsed by such people as' N.ttd by the very bOO. cconom.le rol1
Washlngton 'Post columnlS'! Charles ditions- the exodus'~f jobs tmd the 
Ktauthammer and Charles Murray lnllbWtyofpeopleto/iettbejobSlitlU· 
of the Amencan Enlerpt1.se In$tl.' IIvo1le:b1e beca.nse or ~nbck r! tdue.' \ 
tute are dangerously shortslghted. '. _. UOIl,. $kj~ and tr.tnl.n&. ru~ ~ 

Klllulhatnl'ller. in flet., e!1ed my 
researth in one Inner-clty neighbor
hood in support of bis thJnking In a 
column that appeared inThe Inqul!· 
er on Nov. ~. SlIlce 'ft!fare' pm
vides e(oMmk; support to Weg11l
tnate bahies and their mothen _ a 
facl of Inner-cil)' life my re:seuch 
bas Indeed shown to be one constd. 
elalion in lhe sexcal game that 
leads 10 illegitimllte blrths _ he 
argues (hot eliminating weUare will 
elitninlle the in!erest in baVing' be
bies, This reasoning Is senousl1 
flawed precisely because it Igfiures 
all the olher consideranons bearing 
down on inner--city IIdolescents, 
thereby eXllggerating the role 
played by Welfare. 

In "Sex COOe$ and FAmily Ute 
Among Poor tnner<Ci1)' Youths," a 
Chapter in tny book Slrul·Wiu, 1 
describe ethnographlt.ally tile per< 
spectlves and experlences of young: 
black men lind women in one com· 
tDunlty. 

J round thAt the lACk of fataHy· 
suslaining jobs denies many young 
men the possibi1lty (If tormlng lin 
economically self'reliant f..mHi', the 
Iradl!!{)n~l Americon ttu1rk or man· 
hood. ,PartlelJy in response.. the 
young men's peer groups empbasize 
SC1Luel prow~ lIS II 8ig:n oJ mao· 
bood, with babies as evidence, A 
sc'XWIl a:1'I111~ emol'P' as girl.! Ate 

·Ii not eaustd by welfare, but It!s, in . ; 
pert. (III au~wth of the failure of 

. ·the weUare syStem to IIchieve Its pur
' .p;l9C - to ,A1levW~e the hutfW) pro'b- ' 
,:1e,1'11$ inberent in the \idSSit1ldes a! 

eopitallsm, enobllng people tempo
rartly (accoTding to' theory) d,b. 
plllCed by changes In !be oconotn1c 
tnArketpla<:.e to survive. 

Yet I see thai wbllt so l'llAnY pooople 
. in !be Inner citY ate up against are, 
in filet, the vicissitudes of the econ· 
omy now glob6l In $Cope thlll has 
left them behind. , 

The Situation I describe In the 
*'Sex Codes" chapter sprIngs from 
alienation Ind despair - wblch 
!hen creat-es nihilism. Thls is born 
of a loe.. of hope and the inabiUty 10 . 
form a positive view o( Ihe future, ' 
So many of the young men f lotto 
bow don't gel mllrried· beeause 
they don'l feel they can "plllY 
house." WhAt tbey ruefln is tbey 
CAn't play the roles of men III ram:· 
Utes In the way tbey wonld lD.:e:· 

Their 8$umpuon is thAt men in 
tnJddle and upper<lass !amilles that 
they'see as modeis control their 
households. To lw th/.I( upstanding 
htlSbwd end father, you need re
!lOUrtCS, you need money. Facing per·
s:l.stenf dlsc.riIl'l.inadOD, A ,lot of tlt¢ 
men l.It!.wJ'ViewaFbclieve \trey can't 
get the money. CAn't get the ramUy· 
sustelning jobs. Tbis hIlS a PrOfoUl:ld , 

lured bj~.l~Y older)JlOyT '. :1mp.act on how they see .1hetr,fp~~
Vague bur-~,.. ~eity!' promises of :', ,M we move from a m.atltlt~::, 
love ,and: ~*'~~:f:t.iji~gU:lr,:~··to'a.el"t1ce and hlg-Meeb·e¢ou!a· , 
SUbmit. 'uw; often en~ IIp'~~anp''am("D~berI' Or lnn~~~t1:· ,':; 
and tbartd-oned. .,.. poopJe ate not makIng lin err <ie'"' 

1also noloo that these new tnotbers Adjoslmeut 10 tbe eh"nse. The serv
" , ' ,.,. .." 

http:Enlerpt1.se
http:cconom.le
http:prQg1'l.ln
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live, (lnd so some of tho mOSI enter· 
prising young people have op'ted for 
the underground economy of drugs 
and crime. 

One of tbe resulls is the social 
disorganization Ibal contributes not 
only to increasing violence and 
alienD.lion bU\1I1so 10 a syndrome of 
abuse, In which people are benl on 
gelling what they can out of other 
people - including sex and money 
- without IIny real concern [or 
Ihose they victimize. . 

I 
Buffeted by the global economy, 

communities such ns this one find 
themselves with fewer and fewer de
pendable sources of capital. Welfare 

'I is Olle relatively small bUI reliable 
source. To eliminate welfare is to 

I destroy an imponanl source of capl· 
: \al in the community. If welfare sud· 
, denly ceased 10 exisl, many people 

would be forced 10 look elsewhere 
for resources. Some would seck Ihe 
low-paying jobs available, hili the 
hard rcuJity is thai others would be 
driven to more desperate measures. 
The nihilism thllt you now sec among 
Inner-city people would only in
crease lind sprelld further beyond the· 
bou~~s ~f gheno communities. Cities 

INX. I ERIC DROOKER 	 thoSI: 
tione. 
abou; 

Blacks would continue 10 be the were 
to v(primary victims, thougb: Illegitimacy 
Ihat'~rates would riS!!, not diminish. 
who \ The welfare syslem is in need of an 
tele\';overhaul, but il docs nOI follow that 

Ao<we should Ihro ..... meager income sup
mOIl[·

ports overboord. We need to nHlin creat·
lain Ihe suppon al the same time Ihal weif[: 
we create opponunity for independ. the r· 
ent Income. Tbe WO)I 	 10 make real lIel 
headway Is to creale jobs and job form 
opponunilies and build hope oil m 
through educalion and joh !raining. requi 
•When a sense of the future exists, ly, th 

we will see more responsible behav en! Ii 
ior, sexual and olherwise. To lake even 
welfare away without replacing it clear 

need,with such opportunities would effec· 
On,tively remove a lifeline for Ihe very 

poor hnt also whal has become a new 
lonit,safelY· valve protecting both inner· wou],

cily communllies and the rest of soci· welfll
ety from the conscquences of steadily Ing a
escalating frustration. help 

ents . 
Elijah Anderson is the Charles and' off 1\ 
William Day prolessor of the social stat\~ 
Sciences al the \.kli~ersiIY 01 pnbli 
Pennsylvania. This piece originally t1lOSI' 


