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National Council of Jewish Women - Daring To Make A Difference
53 West 23nd Street + New York, NY 10010 « (212) 645-4048 » Fax (212) 645-7466
Suman Kais
Frastdeni
Martlyn Flangbaum June 13, 1994
Warren, N
Vica President
Dreoden Onileld
Houston, TX
Vics Presidont -
M Su%gmx President Witliam 1. Clinton
P, 1600 Pennsylvania Avence
Vi P ' Washington, D.C. 20500
Nan Rick
Fort ‘“““}ﬁf‘ ,;‘,:i’g& Desr President Clinton:
n SSpdcama As you prepare to formally release your Welfare Reform plan, we are writing
Vie Prasident | %0 you on behalf of the 100,000 members of the National Council of Jewish Women
tonzess | OYCIW) in order ta express our concern. In particular, we believe that your plans
Papper Pike, OH | to include o family cap provision will oply add more strife to the already
Recording Seceslary | jmpoverished families of our country, Such & plan would punish innocent children
Feicis Anchor | 604 their siblings in femilics struggling to stretch meager résources just to provide
Neshvile TN | the necessities for their childzen,
Assistant Kecording Secretery '
Doaa Gary Child Exclusion, or family cap, provisions do not take into account the many
Washin i;'f;“m reasons why mothers and their children are struggling with poverty. Many more
mothers than fathers are Jef) abandoned with the burden of caring for their children
Mgﬁ:ﬁ:&?} without @ job. The feminization of poverty is becoming more widespresd, and it is
Assiszens Tresurer | D0¢ something which can be ignored. Quite often, mothers simply want to ensure
that they carc for their children properly, and therefore, choose not to work. These
15:;‘@’}“2; mothers are trying t0 prevent the cycle of poventy from continuing, but they need
Immediste Pest President | your help, The Child Exclusion provisions will contribute 1o the cycle of poverty,
Iris Gross, CAE | 85 more and mote children will be born into families without enough maney to
Execution Direcir» | provide adequate food, clothing, and housiag,
sk ?n%ﬁ Furthermore, it has been repeatedly shown that mothers have children for many
vélzf;% %&b;‘e&‘g different reasons. The small gain in welfare benefits which mothers would realize
g aii2sss | by having additional children is not an incentive to increase their family size. In
Pax: 2023007752 | fact, NCJW helicves that denying families additional benefits for children born while
jael Office | thE family is on welfare is counterproductive.
NLIW Research Ianiéf.ag
%&géﬁfxﬁﬂ; We urge you not include the Child Exc%fwiag provision in your wc!fnﬁ reform
MountScopus | Package, as it would contradict the goal of "ending welfare as we know it,
Tenggalen, lurael 91308 .
NGW Offies:
972-2.8%2-208
723613264
Instihgte Office:
972:2882.016
FAX; 372-2322. 845 |
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The Child Exclusion provision would hamper the ability of our younger generation
to grow up in a healthy environment, Welfare familics nced resources in order to
move out of poverty. A child exclusion provision cuts these necessary resources.
As an organization that cares about women's issues, family unity, and the well-being
of children, NCIJW urges you 1o reconsider this element of your Welfare Reform
package.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Susan Katz ‘ f
National President
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%ot Bruce Reed From: NOW LDEF WO( 5-3-94 Biidpm  p I of I

Legal Defense and €ducation Fund

9 HUDSON STREET « NEW YORK, NY 10013 » (212) 925-6635 « FAX: (212) 224 1(M64
U AT

Tais facaimile 18 intended only for the use of the addreswveas
named herein and may contain legally privileged and confidential
information. If you are not the intended reciplient of this
facsimile, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution, or copying of this facsimile is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this facsizmile in error, please
immadiately notify us by telephens and return the coriginal
facsimile to us at the address ahove via the United States Poatal
Servica, ¥e will reinburse you any costs you incur in notifying
us and returning the faceinile to us, Thank you.

Yo: Bruca Reed Dote: 6-9-94
From: NOW LDEF WOC Page 1 of 18
To: " Key Presidential Advisors
From: NOW Legal Defense & Education Fund
Re: Child Exelusion/"Family Cap” propeosal

We besgech you to drop the child sxclusion/family cap "atate oplion” from
mcur‘ upeoming welfare reform proposals. We know that it is not encugh for

OW LDEF to may thai this propossl is both illegal and iemoral. Therefoce,
wae hope that you will conaider the snclosed list of national orgasnizaetions
who simply bari&va that the provision is ANTI-CHILD. Presidont Clinton is
not anti-children nor sre the citizens of this nation., Plsass Tind another
way = the reasl way ~ to halp poor mothers learn responsibility and support
their famillesw, Feorging their babies further into poverty is not the answer,
ner should forced &iari?ization or abortion be the option for their moms as
they struggles for sconomic survival.

fmerican women must haves reprodurtive cheoice, with choice sa the operative
word. With education, tcaining and adeguate income, women defer their
childbsaring without govermment interferencs.

Thers is Longrassional apﬂaaitinn to child excluasion, from both parties and
on the right ag wall as tha left, It will not asve money. It will hurt paor
babieas and will enly extend the time it takes Tor poor mothers te climb out
aof poverty and become peoductive workers. Anncuncs that vou are looking st
"family caps” in the states where waivers have been granted ond that you will
await the results - which is, efter all, the reasson waiveras sre granted.

Flease don't make thig a fight. No matter who'"wingz,” poor babies will lose.
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Tar Bruce Reed From: HOM LBEF MOL b-3-84 5:39.;:: p. 18 of 1D

June 9, 1594

President William I, Clinton
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue .
Washington, D.C. 20500

Pear President Cimton: ’

As national, state and local organizations, we are united in our efforts to promote the health and
welfare of America’s families.  We have been following the current welfare reform debate, and we are
writing o express our concern shout the harmful impact of the CHILD EXCLUSION proposal contained
i the Administration’s most recert drat plan (Possibie Elements in the Welfare Reform Proposals, March
22, 1994, st p. 13). These provisions, similar 1o ones already adopted on an experimental basis in several
states, deny AFDC benefiis to apy child conceived and born after the family enrolls in the AFDC program.

Cur principal concern is that ¢hild exclusion plams hunt the children of already impoverished
famnilies. By conpletely cuting off benefits for any child coneeived while 2 Tamily is on AFDC, the
administration will punsh innocent children snd their siblings In families struggling 1o stretch meager
resources just ta provide the nscessities for their ghildren.

Second, years of socisl scigncs scholarship, some of it suthored by high-ranking officials in your
own administration, make it clear tha people meke childbenring decisions for compiex and varied reasons.
The promise of a tiny incremental gain i welfare benefite 8 sot an mducement 1o have additional children.
In fact, the increased costs of another child are not nearly offset by the additional benefits.

Third, the Administration’s support for child exclusion plans contravenes 2l of your other policies
and legislative initiatives to promote "healthy children, healthy families.” We applaud your advocacy of
increased funding for Head Start and the Women, Infants and Childeen program, to name just two.
However, proposing this particutar welfare "reform™ of excluding poor infanis from. basic subsistence
coverage while supporting other programs for children is, at best, counter-productive.

Finally, any short-term fiscal saving to be gained from the exclusion of children from the welfare
program will be more than outpaced by the long-term social costs of further impoverishing children and
families aiready n distress,

When you ran for President, you promised to be a champ‘ion for America’s children, We urgs you
1o provide that feadership now by eliminating the child exclusion from your Administration's welfare
reform plan.  Lest there be any misunderstanding, we believe that proposing a child exclusion as & "state
option” is not an acorpiable compromise. We view a state option as an open invitation to the states to
deprive children of subsintence benefits. This approach is not a compromise, but rather a fatlure of the
Administration’s promise 10 Americd’s children, . ‘

We would be happy to work with you to fuifiil that promise. Towsrd that end, & delegation of our
organizations hereby requests s mesting with you, Mr. President. Thank you for your swift sitention to
our request and to the matter of child exclusion.
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Beayd of Directors
Christine Littleton, Heq,
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I¥anz Bonts, RN, De.IR
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Swcmtary

june M. Baldwin, Eaq.
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it Vit
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Natalfe Sanders, M.D.
aria $ar'}§er
Barbare Faye Waxman

. Leibman, Erq.
eocdits Damnor ™ 09

Roberta [kemi, Esq.
Shatl Arareey

Susan Serke Fopef, B,
$ul Adorsey oge! Esq

Lharan Seto
Adminitraos

Efizabeth Corda-Campos

Admisinuative Rsaluiant

~ Sheiln Jamus Kushl, Esq.
B¢ Connnel

California Women's Law Center

6024 Wilshire Blvd.,Los Angeles, California 90036

Phone: 213/935-4101 Fax: 213/93%-0497
June 13, 1904
President William J. Clinton Fax (202) 456-6218
1600 Pennsylvania Avenye or {202) 456-2461

Washington D.C. 20500

Re: Welfare ﬁeform and Child Exclusion Provisions
Dear President Chinton, ’

The California Women's Law Center opposes the child exclusion
proposud incladed in the Adminismation’s most recent draft plan for welfare
reform. These provisions are similar to family cap plans adopted by seversl
states on an experimenial basis. :

We are deeply concerned that child exclusion plans hurt the Children of
families that are already 1mp°veﬁ5hcdbgé denying benefits to children
conceived after their families arc on A . the Administration will punish the
children and their siblings. Currently AFDC benefits in California do not mees
the cost of living. For example, the median rent in Los Angeles County is $623
per month while the AFDC grant for a fanily of thres is $607.

The child exclusion policy is based on a misconcepton that women
simply have additional children o increuse thelr welfare grants. Social science
research hax found that, whether on welfare or not, women decide o have
children for & variety of complex réasons. In any case, 8 cost-benefit analysis
would nat point to having additiona) children in order 1o increase the family’s
AFDC grant. Continued reliance upon such a simplistic model perpetustes
stereatypes about women, weifare und decisions on childbearing.

Any shor term savings from excluding children from AFDC will be
negated by increased long term social costs of impoverishing children and their
fumilies further. The cftects of excluding children will also defeat the benefits
of programs such as Head Start and Women, Infants and Children. It does not
make any sense 1o deprive chitdren on a very fundamental subsisience level
while trying to improve their lives through such beneficial programs,

Allowing states to use waivers from the AFDC planin order 1o
implement child exclusions and other experiments i¢ not welfare reform. These
{are experirnents are a means of implementing £ost cutting measures while
escl Ai?g trom sccial and political responsibility for each state’s economic
CQ i Ql’i. B

¥
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Letter 1o President Wiltinm J. Clinton s
Re: Welfare Refarm and Child Exciusion Provisions
June £3, 1994

We would be happy to provide -{ u with any information you may need
regarding child exclusion and other welfare
atteation o this matier,

reform issues, Thank you for your

cc:  Ceorge Stephunopolous
Senior Policy Adviser to the ?’rcmdcnt fr\zr Policy and Strategy
Fax (202) 454-2883

Carol Rasco -
Assistang to the President for Damestic Policy
Fax {202) 456-2878

Bruce Reed .
Deputy Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy
~ Fax (202) 456-7023 :
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. . Gisters of Mercy of the Americas 833 Colenvilla Road #300
Hermanas de la Misericordia de fus Americas Sildver Spring, MI 20916-3243
fnctissate (1 Rey

DATE Juns 13, 1004

TO Brucs Read ) ;Ax m 232“55*?328

Al D§ousy Assistant ra the President for Domestic Policy

UM Sisture of Marcy of the Anericas PMONE {3@1}‘58? 5433+ BAX (307 5870833
MEMOD
To: President William J. Cliaton
From: Sisters of Mercy of the Americas 7. f%&am R G
Re: Opposition 1o the Child Exclusion Proposal in Wellare Reform
Date: June 13, 1994

We want to regisier our concer about the harmful impast of the Child Exclusion proposal ia the
sdminiswatlon’s proposal for welfare reform. We oppose having » child exclusion option in
cither federal ur gjatg welfare reform proposaiy.

Qur principal concern is that child exclusion plans hunt the children of slready ﬁnbovwished,
families. By curting off bonefits for miy child concelved while & mother in on ARDC society
punishas innocent children by condemniag them io by ynother genersdon caught in the cycle of
poverty.

We support tae need for welfire reform in our socicty, bus believe that fiscal saving 10 achicvs
that goal onght not to ride on the backs of holpless children. We wrge the Presidens and
adminisgation to fulfill your pledge 1o promote "healthy children, healthy families.” We
commend your support for Head Stant, WIC, immunization proprams, and health cure refonn,

The Sisters of Mercy number 8,500 womea who work in education, health care and social service
ministry.

Wmm—mw
¥ theny it 3 DroRsien) with e Besrarnisdion, Ieces il vt merrairialy of (3% S81-0423
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May 28, 1894

Preoesident Biil Clintoen

The White Mouse

1680 Pennsylvania Avenue, HUW
Washington, NC 20569

Dear ¥r. President:

FPlease asccept ths recommendation of your Task Force of
nationally recognized welfare gxperts, who have told you
child care assistance is desperately needed to "end welfare
88 we know 1i€" and "to make work pay." The scaled back
versioen of the welfare-reform plan means that many working-
poor families, playing by the rules, trving to stay off
welfare, but unable to gel adequate child csre,. will sliip
onte the welfare rellse. inless families get the child gare
gssistance they need, we will pubt morse children at risk.
Flease base the welfare reform plan on good policy, not
politics.,

NAME : 772(//0 Mf k.

v .
AUDRESS: Mféé/};’q ﬂié?f’f/?’?igf J%fzﬁk/zﬁ [,;j/ ff{/?/g
OCCUPATION: m‘if/}ff'/ﬁ?{ﬂ'ff}?/’i}/jﬁ%)}’“ Aol et

ovee i oddchonal coients. > |



May 2%, 1834

Pregsident Bill Clinten

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DL 20hd0

Bear Mr. Presideni:

#lease accept the rescommendation of your Task Force of
naticenally recognizoed walfare experts, who have €old vou
child vare assistance is desperately negeded to *end welfare
as we know 1LY and “Lo make work pay.® The sgaled back
version of the welfare-reform plan means that many working-
poor families, playing by the rulaes, trying to stay off
welfare, bul unable Lo gel adeguate child care, will slip
onko the welfars rolls. Unless Familles get the child care
assistance they need, we will put more children at risk.
Please base the welfare reform plan on good policy, not
politics.

: \ ' ‘
name jjl{'z“}/é (Qé)z/’?ﬁ
ADDRESS: amm a0 AT AT

occupatron: (¥ 2oy 1AL Keise IT0 ‘ \ji/?/g
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May 25, 1994

President Bill Clinten

The White House
168% Pennsylvania Avenus, NW
Hashington, DC 2V580

Dear Mr. President:

Please accept the recemmendation of voeur Task Force of
mationally recognized welfare exparta, who have told you
child care agsistance ls desperately needed to "gnd welfars
as we kpow iLY angd “"to make work pay.™ The scaled back
version ¢f the welfare-reform plan means that many working-
peor familias, plaving by the rules, trying to stay off
wglfare, bul wunable Lo get adequate child care, will slip
snto the welfare rolls. Unless families get the child care
assistance they need, we will put more children at risk.
Please base the welfare reform plan on good paiicy, net
politics.

NANE : ({f/?’?ff»{;i ﬁ%fﬂ’?’?i@/

ADORESS: i %’/ﬁ{%’? /xf?/’?/% VA [OAﬁ//ﬂﬂ’ﬂff/
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May 2%, 1934

President Bil1l Clinton

The Whits House

1688 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DL 28539

&

Cear Mr. President:

Please accept ths recommendation of your Task Force of
nationally recoqnized welfare experts, wht have Told you
child ¢care sssistance i{s desperately needed to “"end welfare
as we know Lf" and "fo make work pay.™ The scaled boack
version of the welfare-reform plan meansg Lhat many werking—
poor families, playing by the rules, trylng to stay off
walfare, but unable to get adequate child care, will slip
onto the welfare rolls. Unless families get the child care
asgsistance they nead, we Wwill put more children at risk.
Please base the welfare reform plan on gued policy, not
politicsa.




May 25, 1994

President Bill Clinton

The White Housse

1608 Pennsylvania Avenue, NU
Washington, NC 26589

Duar MKr. President:

Please accept the recommendation of vour Task Forge ¢f
nationally revognized welfare expsrts, who have told you
ehild care assistance is desperatealy needed Us Yend welfare
as we kKirow itY and "to make work pay.”™ The scaled back
version of the welfare~reform plan means that many working-
poer famillies, plaving by the rules, trying to stay off
welfare, but unable to get adequate child care, will slip
onto the welfare rollis. Unless families get the child care
assistance they need, we will pul more children at risk.
Please base The welfare reform plan on gesd policy, not
politics.

i

NANE : ~§_‘L\l \é%l!fs@f

sooress:_ 222 S, Waller Ae  Avibin 1 S

CCCUPATEGN: CL\; \é C’}\’\Q QJW
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May 25, 1994

President Bill Clinton

The White House

1608 Pennsylvania Avenue, N
Washington, 0L 28508

ear #r. President:

flease acoapl the recommendation of your Yagk Force of
nationally recagnized walfare experts, who have told you
child care assistlance i{s desperately nesded %o “snd welfare
as we knew it"” and “te make work pay." The scaled back
version of the welfara~reform plan means that many worklng-—
poor fTamilies, playing by the rules, trying to stay off
welfare, bul unable to get adequate child care, will slip
rontoe the welfare rolls. Unless families get the child care
assistance they need, we will put more children at risk.
Please base the welfare reform plan on good policy, not
palitics.

NAME : /(/Mﬁ/%ﬁ’f %@@M

e
nooress: _ S A (:CZM %&Z) L;f/
o, L
OCCUPATION: /c’égz /;?Xm,;gém 7




Bay 25, 1994

Prasiden? HIll Clintoen

The White House

1608 Pennsylvanlia Avenus, MY
Washington, BC 26588

Dear Mr. President:

Please accept the recommendation of your Task Force of
nationally recognized welfare experts, who have told you
child care assistance is desperately needed to Yend welfare
as we know Lit" and "te make work pay."™ The scaled back
version of the welfare-reform plan means that many working-
poor Tamilies, playing by the rules, Trying to stay off
welfare, bout unable Lo get adequate child care, will slip
ante the welfare rolls. YUnless familiss get the ¢hild care
assiatance they need, we will pul more children at risk.
Please base the welfare reform plan on good poelicy. not
palitics.

NANE =

ADDRESS »

QCCUPATIGN:
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May 27, 1894

President William Jefferson Clinton
The White House .

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W.
Wwashington, D.C. 20500

ATTENTICN: Bruce Reed

Dear President {linton,

I am writing you as a concerned mother and grandmother. My
concern centersg arcund the possibility of a loss of child care
monies for the working poor. 1 appeal to you to include

the entire five bhillion dollars over the next five years to
improve child care for those needing some assistance.

My daughter is one of the working poor who proudly works to
support her family when she could choose the gasier path of
going on public assistance and staying at home with her twe
young children. Child care agsistance has made the difference
between surviving or. perishing for this young family.

I do'not argue that Welfare Heform is needed. My fear is that
in our fervor in this matter, that we may be "throwing the baby
out with the hathwater”. Let us move carefully and with great
caution in mabters effecting the backbone of _our scciety--
famiiies.

These families nesed zafe, supportive ohlld care that will help
to nurture and guide the next generation of Americans. It is
time that we invest In our most precious pnatural resoureg--
children and those who care for thenm.

Sincerely. ~

Jill Barlond

6152 Sinsefred Shores Hr.
Fife Laks, MI 49633
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BICHIGAN COUNCIL FOR
MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH

318 West Ottawa

Lansing, Michigan 485833

{837} AB2-5857

FAN: (517) 4828242

PALN M. SHAHEEN
Executive Divecior

| ELIZABETH (. WEHL'

Asgoviatg Director

Sustaining Members:

Chimisny Hospiial of
Michigan, inc.

(.5, Moti Thildean'ss
Warnarn's/Halden
Peringtal Hospitals,
Unbvarsity of Michigan

Heten DeVos Women and
Childran'y Cernder at
Bultarworth Moggital

Mutzel HospHasl

March of Dirmas
ot Mighigan

Michigan Associatipn
- for Inkint Menital Heatih

tdickigan Chager,
Amarican Acadomy
of Peciatrica

Michigan Section,
American College of
Obsabsiriomns and
Gyrmonlogisis

Mott Chiidren's
tisalth Centar

Peringtzl Associalion
of Michigan

Unitad Carabeal Palsy
Association of Michigan

Cantributing Memshors:

Biue Cross Biue Shield of Michigas

tHenry Ford Health System

Sematrzaw Healih Sysiem
Ragionai Padiatric Centar

*

May 25, 1994

Presgident William Jefferson Clinton
The White House ~ ATTN: Bruce Resd
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Clinton,

As the nation faces the chatlenge of reforming the welfare
system, it is important not to forget all of those the system was
meant to serve. Those on welfare and the low-income working are
both in need of the assistance offered through welfare and various
other support services.

Included in these services is safe, supportive child care,
However, low-income working familics and welfare families
should not have to fight over who receives this service, It is
imperative to include, in the welfare reform plas, five billion
additionaf dollars over five years for child care for the working

POOT.

Children should not be hurt in any attempt to reform the
welfare system, Only by securing their safety and well-being
today, can we offer them a brghter tomorrow, filled with
opporiunities for success.

Sincerely,

fun90 SR

Paul N. Shaheen :



Michigan League for Human Services

300 N. washington Sqg., Suite 401 * Lansing, Ml 48333 »* [S17] 487-5436

May 26, 1994

President William Jefferson Clinton
The White House - ATTN: Bruce Reed
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Clinton:

As President/CEOQ of the Michigan League for Human Services, | am writing to encourage the retention of the
five bitiion additional child- care doliars for worklng poor families which was included in the original welfare
reform proposal.

The Michigan League for Human Services is a statewide citizens organization dedicated to the provision of
adequate human services for Michigan’s citizens, particularly for its most vulnerable populations. The League
has represented these interests since 1912 and has regularly offered observations and recommendations for
improving public services for those in need.

According to the KIDS COUNT in Michigan's 1993 publication, Child Care and Early Childhood Education,

the average cost of care for just one child in full-time care exceeds $4,400 per year, representing
9 percent of mean family income for married couple families, and 29 percent of mean income for
female-headed, single parent families. A single parent working full-time at the minimum wage
would need to commit approximately 50 percent of gross income to care for just one child. Many
families with young children who are just beginning their careers or work life are finding child
care costs burdensome. Many others have been forced out of the labor market.

As you are well aware, all families, including low income working families and those receiving public assistance
need the option of safe, supportive care for their children provided outside the home. We would contend that
adequately funded child care, in addition to other available supportive services (including the Earned Income
Credit expanded by your administration) constitutes a welfare prevention strategy, important to any discussion
on welfare reform.

In this light, we would encourage you to retain the $5 biilion in child care funding targeted toward the working
poor and continue to expand such services for current welfare recipients as well, without forcing the two
populations to compete for the child care support which they both so desperately need.

If you have further questions or would like more information, please feel free to contact myself or Michele
Robotham at 517/487-5436.

- Slncerely. N L -
o . J'\ i d_’ M ."|- ]
o : Ann Marston 1T
» CHCRlI gt Premdent/CEO

Supported by Local United Ways through the United Way of Michigan

<5
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Ronald Sallade, Ph.D., Sapervisor

(515) 242-7698

SUCCESS Program

Des Maines Public Schaols
501 Holeomb
Des Moines, Iowa 503134455

Cynthia Erickson, Program Manager

(515) 242-7297

Korth Tigh Schood

581 Holcomb

Des Muoincs, 1A 83134938
{515) 242-7137

| Lemer Conrdinaton
Ciacios Drigt

L35z Managers:
Sseve Conzsicz
Tony Hawkins

Aangtie Spates

Murze:
Sandra Fraies, 2427301

.

[Dzs Moinen Morth
Alrgrnative High School
181 {otk Srreet

[der Moinzs, TA 503041961
(5150 2440448

Cuse Manager:
¥icki Pouglas

ey Moines South
Altteensiive High School
1006 Porier Avenue

Des Moines, 1A $315-703%
{515 25533323

Cast Manages: |
Brian Dean

Warren Hurding

hiddic Schoel

203 East Puclia

Toes Maoingy, [A 383144399
{5151 2863305

Creuter Conrdinpion
Connic Feans

Tase Mansgers:
D¢borah Pragencia
Nancy Welis

Nurss;
Charlene Relmrking,
244.5711

Emma Cane Maowiton
Elementary Schoot

TIG College Avenue

[3es Moines, [A S0314-28%)
{515) 242-6765

Case Manager,
Kimherly Petersen

Nursg;
Tori Fees, 7880345

President Bill Clinton

The Whils Mouse

1600 Peanngylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

May 24, 1984

Dear President Clinton,

| am the Coordinator of a program for high risk children and
families that operates out of Family Resource Centers in four
elementary school buildings in Des Moines, lowa. Every day | see
the effects of the lack of affordabie child care for parents who
are employed. It is imperative that the welfare reform proposal
include sufficient child.- care assistance for working poor
families, The nationally recognized welfare experts on your
Task Force have recommended that child care assistance in
gssential 10 "end welfare as we know it" and "to make work pay”.
The scaled back version of the welare reform plan means that
many working poor families, playing by the rules, trying to stay
off welfare but unable to get adequale c¢hild care, will slip onto
the wellare rolls.

True weltare reform must provide at least §5 billion of new
child care sassistance to working poor famiies 8¢ that hw
income families do not have o go on weltarg to get child care
assistance.

Given the limited amount of child care assistance for the
working poor, there is no way thal families moving off weltare
can remain independent without a significant increase in child
care funds,

Sincerely, o
w'j):'&u%a“,r"(;f"gmf,.\ Léruesf
Margéret Jensen Connet
Way To Grow Coordinator
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CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES

ARCHDIOCESE OF PHILADELPHIA
Migration aml Refugee Reseltlemen! Department
222 North Sevenizenth Strect # Philadelphia, Peansylvania 191031299 » (215} 387.3909

June 1, 1394

Mr. Bruce ¥. Reed,

Deputy Assistant to the President for Bopestic Policy
The wWhite House

Room 2 MW

1688 Pennsylvania Avenuse, NV

Washington, DU 20500

Dear Mr. Reed:

I urge you to oppose finanoing welfare relorm by denyving or
further postponing benefits to legal Immigrants brouaght into the
infted States by U. 8, citizens., Tt iz neither jfust nor moral to
fund welfare reform hy asgsisting one vulnerahle person at the
aexpenaae of another. . ‘

T am especially concerned that Medicaid, Food Stamps, S8 and
other benefits could be denied to Jegal immigrants. To deny or
further postpone eligibility Ffor Medicaid to impoverished Jlegal
impigrants would be outrageous. Denving Medicald could result in
broken hips not being replaced., deaths from preventahble heart
attacks and strokes, and other health care horrors.

The Foorl Btamp program serves primarily women, children and
the elderly. Tt is wrong to deny such a basic huwman necessity as
food to those in need who are here legally.

BET provides a safety net for very old and gick or disahled
people whose children and grandchildren are taxpayers and citizens.
Why shouid their parents and grandparents be marginalized? Thege
family pembers left their helongings and homelands to bhe with their
children and grandohildren.

0,_.4} el Y
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The perents of citizens -~ spouses and children of both
gltizens and legsl residents -~ could hecome such s gerious

Financial liability hecapse of a disability or nsjicr medical

problem that the only chojice, other than permanent separation,wonid
he poverty. Family reunification, the cornerstone of U.S.
immigration policy. becomes a hollow goal 1F severs Financial
penalties are impoased on reunited families.

The United RBtates has been enriched by Lthe cultural and
econonic contributions of immigrants. Congress and  the
Adminiastration should sesk alternative funding that will enable
pooyr families Lo overcome poverty and provide support to thogse in
need.

Sincersely, |

o N ¢

Lorraime M. Kﬁﬁgﬁt
Administrator

Jrmeg
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Ronetts J. Siess (
Lals Makomis Ave.
LalCrosse, W1 B44K03

May 23, 1994

Fresident Bill Dlinmton

The White House

1600 Pennasylivania Ovenusm, NW
Washington, L0 20800

Bear President Clainton,

I am an administrator of a day care center which is licensegd for 73
chiidren at ore site and B¢ children at a school age progran, i have
worbked In one capacity or another at this facility for 20 vears. I have
gerved as business administrator for the past 132 vears.

Im that time I have geen familles work their way off of welfars with the
help of child care programs offsred through the (LZEDRE) Child Care
Development Bilock Grant monies. It is indeed very gratifying to see the
surress stories.

I hpeartily endorse welfare refors programs with the goeal of “ending welfare
as we know 1t ftodav?., fAs yvou know, Wisconsin's Sovernor Thompson is trying
& new approach wiith a & county pilol which guarantees ohild care to all
wifare recipienis is the test arza. aAny effart to reform welfars through
education of the recipipnits will create a major demand for child care, The
watting list for subsidized ochild care in Wisconsin is approstimately 20
Million doliars. in order to fund only those fasmilies e would need to see
increased fuading of $20 Million per year. That does nol inglude the
countless families not on the waiting list or those who have given up.

Families who have worked thair way off of BFDE often fing they arg i0 a new
situation, We classify them as "at risk”. These families hold low income
Jjobs, have become partially indeperndent and still nesd help in paying for
child care. In Wisconsin we have seen that o fasmily on AFDD costs the
state gqults a bit more money than a fTamily esarning sonsy at a low ingcome
Job who receives child care and sedicr]l assistance.

I have alsc seen thalt peoplis wha have gone fthrough ftraining programs and
arg ir bthe transition period of not earning enouigh to pay for ohild care
angd do npt receive assistance, ofien Quit their jobs and return to AFDEC,
nob because it ds pasisr, or that they are lazy, but that they cannot
atford to work.

Plegaze accept the recommendation of vour Task Force whn bave told yvou ohild
careg assistarce is degperstely nepded to "end welfare a3 we know Lb" and
“to make work pay.” Unless families get the child care assistance they
meped, more children will be placed at risk.

Apapeckfully yours,

ClonnaZ7e A e

Romnetta J. ase

ok ot Bruce Roesd



Child Care Network ® Washtenaw Regional 4C

ormerly Child Care Coordinating & Referral Service

May 21, 1994

President William Jefforson Clinton
The White House - ATTN: Bruce Resd
1804 Pennsylivania Avenue, N.¥W.
Washington, DC 20500

fQear President {linton:

I understand that a significant portion of the child care suppori
allocation in the weifare reform package is in  jJeopardy. Piease be aware
that this support is vital to the success of any welfare plan that includes
work cutside the home. I parents do not have access to safe, affordable
child care, one of ftwo things will happen: 1} parents will not participate
successfully in the job program or 2} ¢hildren will be Jeft in unsafe
environments.  Heither of these will serve the future of this country well.
Please take another Yook at the amount of ¢hild care suppoert in  the welfare
reform plan - full funding this portion of the plan is absolutely necessary
if we are to truly “"change weifare as we know ith.

Stncerely,

gran) {?zdz?};vij

ennie McAlping
Dirsctor -

HIGO X, Main, Suitc 201 « Ann Arbor, MI 48104 » (313) 7G1-G040 « (800) 7772861 » Fax: (313) 080163



Prestdent Bill Clinton

The White House

160G Pennsylvania Avenue, N'W.
Washington, DC 20500

May 20, 1994

Dear Mr. President,

As you are, | am concerned about welfare reform. Reforny is much needed

and our task is a difficult one. T work for an agency that assists parents of

all comes and cultural backgrounds - including new immigrants and visiting
Foreign students-locate Childeare. Part of cur agency works with those families
currently on welfare and receiving help in paying daycare costs. However, |

talk daily to the public at large, including many of our working poor families,

I am greatly concerned that with the limited amount of child care assistance for
the working poor families, there will be no way they can maintain independence.
1t will be self-defeating to attempt to help our families "get off welfare” [if we
force another seclor to "go onto welfare”. It is unfair fo those Amencans who are
desperately trying to follow the rules

Thank you for taking the time to read of my ¢concerns.

Sincerely
:ég i /éz /-

Pamela S.Ozeki
3596 Brookiweld Road
Birmingham, Al 35226

& ﬁﬂgf :

i 4 i oL S 1SS AN PR LN SRS SN

R R 1 Lok TR VN L LRV N T IEETT ISP NN SIS N S R0 ST LN TN S WS008 RIEAS & P2 IV
. g & 1 L - ) . .

BRI R AR TS | HESES I OAT !!; Y ;%: ot :‘}f}af:‘;' D T S I AT 2L R SRR

-

-1 . i B s hr o > : : . - vy r
oy : 51’ [ T 11 L :i' [ %é 3‘% S P T *é*w; LA “Y}(; b 4 E.,o?;.":'-q .! e,

\ [ T ’ '§'. *
. R -



THE MUSIARD SEED

DAY CARE CEXIER & PRESCHOCL
B10F Socans K
Bovminpham, AL 35218
Clarice 5. Welfinnis-"Totbe OS5 780 8218
Disceron
Wy £3. 1998

President Bill Clinton

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. Clinton;

I am writing to ask that you include enough money in your welfare reform plan for child care for
the working poor. Pleasc include at least $5 billion of new child care assistance so that low-income
parents will not be forced to go on welfare, There is no way families moving off of welfare can
remain independent without a significant increase in child care funds,

Thank you.

Sincercly,

Clarice J. McGumis~Tolbert

Copy to Mr. Bruce Reed X
Deputy Asst. to the President for Domestic Policy
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IMACH Commmnily Conspsidon Gor Childran

P Bou 8571
Mommolls Lok Coliformia 93545
(619) 934-3343 s 1(800) 817:4800
May 23, 1994
Mr Bruce Reed

Deputy Assistant to the President
For Bomestic Policies

The White House

{600 Pennsylvania Ave,, NW
Washington, D.C. 2030G

Dsar Mr. Reed,

It is imperative that the welfare reform proposal include sufficient child care
assistance for working poor families. Please accept the recommendations of the
nationally recognized welfare experts on your Task Force, who have told you child care
assistance is essential to "end welfare as we know it” and “to make work pay.” The
scaled back version of the welfare reform plan means that many working poor families,
playing by the rules, trying (o stay off welfare, but unable to get adequate child care, will
slip onto the welfare rolls.

Sincerely,
-} ..
(éﬁ%ﬁ&w ﬁ(‘) zé,
Anne Nott

Resource and Referral Specialist



May 22, 1994

President ' wWilliam J. Clinton

The White House -~ ~ ATIN: Bruce Reed
1600 Peonnsyivania Ave., NW

Washington, DU 20500

Dear President Clinton,

I am deeply digturbed about information that in your
Administration proposal concerning welfare reform you are
considering reducing the amount to be budgeted for c¢hild care for
the working poor. Low-income familiss, along with those on
welfare, need to have safe, supportive child care. Both groups
desperately nzed assistance in providing and paying for the
quality child care that must exist for their children whether
they are currently low-income working parents ¢r parents in the
process of getting off welfare. We, as a society, desperately
need for these children to have this kind of care/this kind of
start in life, also.

Please <o not make the working poor compete with current welfare

recipients for child care support ~ retain the $5 hillion in
child zare funding originally proposed.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

JW

Mary-Vermeer '
2625 Capilano Dr. SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49546
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BRIDGING THE GAP INTERAGENCY COORDINATING COUNRCIL

NI 4GB AN Lead Agency » Cheboygan - Otsego - Presque Ixle 18T « 6065 Lesming Lang + Indian River, MI 49743
(645 2189394 « FAX (616} 238-8551 « 1517 7327615

Muy 23, 1994

Pregidont William Jefferson Clinton
The White House - Atin Bruce Roed
160G Permsylvania Avenue NW
Washingion, DC 205

RE:  Child Care Funding for the Working Poor

Dear President Clinton:

We must retain the $5 billion in child care funding for the working poor.

Heel that dhis child care funding, along with universal health care, is the number one way to keop
our families off welfare. The families that I work with do want 1o support themselves, but ma ny

of var jobs in this rural area ane serviee jobs that pay minimum wage, and without these extra
supports, the families are better off on welfare.

Sincerely, .
9 I %%3;:7

Cloria Halligan, RN
Early On Coordinator

COOPERATING AGENCIES
Dinger Headth Degn, #3 and #4; Depariment of Socind Services-Chebaygan - Giscgo-Presque [sle counties,
Commanity Menal Tieahih-Northern & Northonst; Northem Michigan Hosplial (Bsrgo Memonie] Heapital; Community Memaoral Hospital;
CFCS-Caholic Chagitins; M5 U, Estension: Probase Coun; NE Michigan Consonlom; NEMUSA-Head Start: €5 Poraniie ,
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Legal Defense and €ducation Fund

99 HUDSOM STREET » NEW YORK, NY 10013 » (2123 7254638 « PAX: (212) 224- 1064
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The attached letter opposing the
¢hild Exclusion’s inclusion in the
Administration’s welfare reform
plan was originally sent to
Eresident Clinton on April 15. A
nunber of groups have joined since
then. To date, over 80 natlonal,
state and local organizations have
joined us in opposing this measure
which will hurt posyr children.
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May 23, 1994

President William J. Clinton
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Chlinton:

As national, state and local organizations, we are united in our efforts to promote the
health and welfare of America’s familics, We have been following the current welfare
reform debate, and we are wriling 10 express our concern 2bout the harmful impact of the
CHILD EXCLUSION propesal contained in the Administration’s most recent draft plan
(Possible Elements in the Welfare Reform Proposals, March 22, 1994, at p. 13). These
provisions, similar to ones already adopted on an experimental basis in several states, deny
AFDC benefits to any child conceived and born after the family enrolls in the AFDC
program.

Cur principal concern is that child exclusion plans hurt the ¢
impoverished families. By completely cutting off beneﬁts for a.ny child conceived while a
family i3 on AFDC, the administration will punish innocent children and their siblings in
families struggling to stretch meager resources just to provide the necessities for their
children.

Second, years of social science scholarship, some of it authored by high-ranking
officials in your own administration, make it clear that people make childbearing decisions
for compiex and varied reasons. The promise of a tiny incremental gain in welfare benefits
is not an inducement to have additional children. In fact, the increased costs of another child
are not nearly offset by the additonal beaefits.

Third, the Administration’s support for child exclusion plans contravenes all of your
other policies and legislative initiatives to promote “healthy children, healthy families.” We
applaud your advocacy of increased funding for Head Start and the Women, Infants and
Children program, to name just two. However, proposing this particular welfare “reform”
of excluding poor infants from basic subsistence coverage while supporting other programs
for children is, at best, counter-productive,

Finally, any short-term fiscal saving 10 be gained from the exclusion of children from
the welfare program will be more than outpaced by the long-term social costs of further
impoverishing children and families already in distress,

When you ran for President, you promised to be & champion for America’s children,
We urge you to provide that leadership now by eliminating the child exclusion from your
Adminstration’s weifare reform plan. Lest there be any misunderstanding, we belicve that
proposing a child exclusion as a "state option” is not an acceptable compromise. We view a
state option as an open invitation to the states to deprive children of subsistence benefits,
This approach is not a compromise, but rather a failure of the Administration’s promise to
America’s children.

We would be happy to work with you to fulfill that promise. Toward that end, 2
delegation of our organizations hereby requests a meeting with you, Mr. President. Thank
you for your swift attention 1o our request and to the matter of child exclusion,



The Honorable Donrna Shalala
Alexis Herman
Melanne Vervesr
Ricki Seidman

Doris Matsui

Carol Rasco

Bruce Reed

Bill Galston

Mary Jo Bane

David Elwood
Christine Anne Varney
John Podesta

Michael Wald

Patricia Sosa
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ADA (Americans for Democratie Action)

Advocates for Youlh (farmerly The Center
for Population Options)

American Medical Student Association

Boston Women’s Health Book Collective

BPW (Mattonal Federation of Business
and Professional Women}

Bread for the World

California Wamen’s Law Center

Catholics for a Free Chaolce

Center for Advancement of Public Policy

CLASF (Center for Law and Secial Palicy)

Center for Reproductive Law and Policy

Center for Women Palicy Studies

Center for Women’s Global Leadership

Center on Social Welfare Policy and Law

Child Care Law Center

Child Welfare League of America

Church Women United

Coalition of Labor Union Women

Connecticut Commission on Children

Connecticut Legal Services

Connecticut Women’s Education and Legal Fand

Family Service America

Feminist Majority

Feminists for Life

Food Research and Action Center

Friends Commiftee on National Legislation

Institute of Sisters of Merey of the Americas,
Leadership Team

ISAR, A Clearinghouse on Grassroots Cooperation
in Eurasia ‘

Jewish Labor Committee

Justice, Economic Dignity and Indepead&nce for
Women {Utah}

Legal Action Project of the National Committee for
the Rights of the Child

legal Assistance Resource Center of Connecticut

Legal Services of New Jersey

Lutheran Office for Governmental Affairs, ELCA

MADRE

MALDEF

MANA, A National Latina Orgenization

8105

NAACP Legal Defense & Educational Fund, Inc.

National Abortion Federation

NARAL {National Ahortion and Reproductive
Rights Action League)

NOW Legal Defense and Education Fund
ACLU {American Civil Liberties Union}

National Association for the Education of
Youang Children

Nationai Association of Child Advocates

National Association of Comniissions for Waomen

National Association of Social Workers

Nationa! Black Women's Health Project

National Consomers League

National Council of Churches

National Council of Jewish Women

National Council of LaRaza

National Council of Senior Citizens

NEA (National Education Association)

National Jewish Community Relations Advisory
Coupeil

National Latinas Caucus

NOW (Naticnal Organization for Women}

National Welfare Rights and Reform Union

Natiounal Women's Health Network

National Woemen’s Law Center

NETWORK; A National Catholic Social Justice Lobby

Northwest Women's Law Center

Orepon Food Bank

Planned Parentheod Federation of America

Presbyterian Church (USA), D.C. office

Puerto Rican Assoeciation for Community Affairs

Puerto Rican Legal Defense & Education Fund

Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice
(Formerly Religious Coalition for Abortion Righis)

Salt Lake Community Action Program

Seamless Garment Network

Stanislaus Couunty (CA} Welfare Rights Organization

Unitarian Universalist Association, D.C, office

United Church of Christ, Office for Church in Seciety

Western Center on Law & Poverty

Wider Opportunities for Women

Women and Poverty Project

Wamen’s Economic Agenda Project

Woemen Empioyed

Women’s Equal Rights Legal Defense and
Education Faund

Waomen of Color Partnership

Women of Color Resource Center

WOMEN OF REFORM JUDAISM

Women's Law Project

Women’s Legal Defense Fund

Women Work!

YWCA of the U.S.A.

{fist in formation) 5723094
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May 19, 1994

Wain Gffiee:
233 East Fulton
St 107 President William Jefferson Clinton
Grand Rapits, Mf 49503-2251 The White House — Afta: Bruce Reed
4518281 .
; £.5965 1660 f’eaasyfwaw Avenue NW
FAX Washington, DC 20500
{616} 4518327
. Dear President Ulinton:
My personal and professional experiences have taught me that low-income
working fantilies and welfare families need safe, supporvive child care.
Please do not make the working poor compete with current welfare
recipients for child care support,
Fiald Offices:
1 implore you to retain the 85 billion in child care funding for the working
PO, Box 314 poor.
Cotar Bavings, M1 433150314
{516} BUE-4711 Sincerely,

Laureen Kennedy

Ferris State Universily Executive Director

801 §. Stata - Bishop Mat

Big Aapids, Ml 463072251
{818) 5920993

T .1 T . i — i 3 F @
Fhocides irx;a.am:.fuf.‘. seaoinaen wened sevvizes which evade, dnfanows it Lttty ctumfd;; hfd ey gusne.
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of the U.P.
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May 18, 1994

President William Jefferson Clinton
The White House - Attn: Bruce Reed
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Clinton,

Low-income working families and welfare families need safe, supportive child care. Do
not make the working poor compete with current welfare recipients for child care support.

Please retain the $5 billion in child care funding for the working poor.
Sincercly,

wear E. irdapsy

Susan E. Wirtanen
4C Dtrector

125 W, Washington St., Suite B, Marquette, Ml 49855 B 1-800-541-KIDS

/




Mr. Bruce Reed

Deputy Assistant to the Presgident for Domestic Policy
Old Executive Office Bldg. Room 218

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. Reed,

I have worked in the child care delivery system for approximately 15 years.
I have been a pre-school teacher, a counselor for incarcerated adolescents,
an owner and director of a child care center, a trainer of welfare
recipients interested in becoming a child care teacher in a federally
funded job training program, and I currently act as a coordinator in a
department of a child care rescurce and referral agency which assists
parents in finding child care.

Due to the diverse positions I have held in the industry, I have seen the
effects of quality child care. I have seen children blossom and grow
strong and independent in a nurturing environment. I have also seen the
detrimental effects of haphazard, punitive child care.

I have seen women gain a senge of positive self worth for the first time in
their life because they completed a tralning program and secured a position
as a child care provider. However they then discovered that they could not
afford quality child care for thelr own children because they were now
among the "working pocr".

Everyday my staff members talk to parents who are in the same situation.
They are not and do not want to be on welfare. They work and/or go to
school to better their lives and the lives of their children. But they are
unable to find acceptable care arrangements for their children that they
can afford. The waiting lists for child care subsidy In the Louisville,
Kentucky area has thousands of families on it, 50 many that names are no
longer being added to it since the children needing care will be in school
before their neecds could be addressed.

Please do not cut child care funding for welfare recipients and the workKing
poor. It ig imperative that the welfare proposal include gufficient child
care assistance for these familjies.

As you are aware, research shows that for every $1 spent on quallty child
care for children in high risk categories there is a $7 saving. Where else
can you get that kKind of return on an investment. What could be a more
lmportant resource in which to invest than our country's future - our
children?

Sincerely,

\iﬂfw,mcé

Susan Vessels

Information and Referral Coordinator
Community Coordinated Child Care
1215 S. Third St.

Louisville, KY. 40203



May 17, 1854

Prasidant William Jefferson Clinton
The Whits House

1800 Penngyivania Avenus, NW,
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Clinton:

We urge vou to restore the $5 billion new dollars for day care for the
working poor in your welfare reform. Working poor families will have to go
on welfare if sufficient funds are not made available in your reform. In
Jofterson County, Alabama there is a8 18 month wait for child care subsidy
now for these famifies.

Desperate working families are often discourage with these barriers
and azre giving up i go on wsliare for a better life for their children.
Regrottably the YW has to suppont them in this decision because it is
indead a better fife for their children. Please reconsider your funding.

Sincerely,

e Bl

Sr{ nne Durham
Exequtive Director
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Dawn E. Francis

Center Coordinalat
{515) 2621864

926 Caktidge Drive
Building 123, Apl.47
Des Moines, Yowa 50314
Fax {515) 26821041




| orou, Homes of Oakridge
$ gt Family Support Center

v ’ Qe 328 Oakeadpe Diive
?;, ‘é" Bullding 123, AptA7
'?,, Doz Moinss, lows 50014
’Uppo%‘ 1515} 262.1853

Fax (8151 2821041

Pregsident Bill Clinton

The White House

1600 Pannsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington D.C. 20500 .

May 13, 15894

Dear President Clinion:

it is imperative that the welifare reform proposal include sufficient child care assistance for
working poor famifies.  Please accept the recommendations of the nalionally recognized welfare
expertis on your Task Force, wht have lold you child care assistance is assential to "end welare as
wo know #1° and “lo make work pay'. The scaled back version of the wellare reform plan means
that many working poor families, playing by the rules, trying o stay off wellare but unable to get
adequate child carg, will slip onto the weilare rolls,

There are two points | would like you 1o consider:
True welfare reform must provide at least $5 Gillion of new
child care assistance o working poor families so thal low-
income farmilles do not have o go on wellare to get child care
assistance.

. {Given the limited amount of child caro assistance for the
working poor, thare is no way that families moving off wellare
can remain mdependent without a sigmflcant increase in child
caro tunds.

{ appreciate vyour time and consideration of this very important issue.

Si ncemiy

Vo i

E}awn E. Francis
Family Supoort Center Coordinalor

oo Ve Biioe el )

| P W.,,.w

Hormag of Oakvidon Family Support Cantar, A Community Collaborativa: Unitad Way of Ceriral lows, Homes of Onleitige. pred Des Maoings Public Schodls



ITa‘s Sruce Reed / Frome Kathlesn Lyor 4-27-94 4rifma

April 15, 1994

President Williain J, Clinten
16800 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Pear President Clinton:

As national, steie and lovsl orgenizations, we are united in our efforts to promote the
bealth and welfare of Americs’s fainilies. We have beeyy following the current welfure
reform debate, and we are writing to express our concern sbout the harmful impact of the
CHILD EXCLUSION propasal contained in the Administration’s most recent drafl plan
{Possible Elements in the Welfsre Reform Proposals, March 22, 1994, at p. 13). These
provisions, similar 1o ones slrcady adopted on an experimental basis in several states, deny
AFDC bencfits to any child conceived and born after the family enrolls in the AFDC

program.
Qur principal concern is that ghild exclusion plans hupt the children of aiready

impoverished families. By compleely cutting off benefits for any child conceived while 2
family is on AFDC, the administration will punish innocent children and their siblings in
families struggling 1o stretch meager resources just to provide the necessities for their
children.

Second, years of social science scholarship, some of it authored by high-ranking
officials in your own administration, make it ¢lesr that people make childbearing decisions
for complex and varied reasons. The promise of a tiny incremental gain in welfare benefits
is not an inducement to have additional children. In fact, the increased costs of another child
are not nearly offset by the additional bensfits,

Third, the Administration’s support for child exclusion plans contravenes all of your
othar policies and legisiative initiatives to promote “healthy children, healthy families.” We
applend your advecascy of incressed funding for Head Start and the Women, Infants and
Children program, W name st two. However, proposing this particular welfore “reform”
of excluding poor infants from basie subsistence coverage while supporting other programs
for children is, at best, counter-productive.

Firally, any short-ierm fiscal saving to be gained from the exclusion of children from
the welfare program will be more then sutpaced by the long-term social costs of further
impoverishing children and families already in distress,

When you van for President, you promised 1o e a champion for America’s childien,
We Urge you 1o provide thar leadership now by eliminating the child exciusion from your
Administration"s welfare reform plan. Lest there be any misunderstanding, we believe that
proposing a child exciusion as # "state option™ is not an acceptable compromise, We view a
state option as an open invitation o the states to deprive children of subsistence benefits.
This approach is not a compromise, but rather a failure of the Administration’s promise 1o
America’s children,

We would be happy to work with you to fulfill that promise. Toward that end, &
delegation of our organizationy hereby requests o meeting with you, Mr, President. Thank
you for your swilt attention to cuir request and to the manter of child exclusion.

j:

2
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NOW Legsl Defense and Eduocation Fund
ACLU erican Civil Liberties Union}

Advocates for Youth (formerly The Center for Population Options)
American Medical Student Association
Boston Women’s Health Book Collective
Catholics for a Free Choice
Center for Advancement of Public Policy
CLASP {Center for Law and Social Policy)
Center for Reproductive Law and Policy
Center for Women Policy Studies
Center for Women’s Global Leadership
Center on Social Welfare Policy and Law
Child Welfare League of America
Church Women United
Coalition of Labor Union Women
Family Service America
Femluist ority
Food Research and Action Center
Friends Commitfee on National Legislation
Institute of Sisters of Mercy of the Americas, Leadership Team
ISAR, A Clearinghouse on Grassroats Cooperation in Eurasia
ewish Labor Committee
Lutheran Office for Governmental Affairs, ELCA
Legal Services of New Jersey
MANA, A National Lating Organization
NAACP Legal Defense & Educational Fund, Inc.
NARAL {National Abortion and Reproductive Righis Action League)
National Association of Child Advocates
National Black Women’s Health Project
National Consumers League
National Council of Churches
National Council of Jewish Women
National Council of Senior Citizens
NEA {Natlonal Education Association)

NOW {National Organization for Women)
National Wellare Rights and Reform Union
National Women’s Law Center
NETWORK: A Natlonal Catholic Social Justice Lobby
Planned Parenthood Federatlon of Amerlca
Presbhyterian Church (USA), D.C, office
Puerto Rican Legal Defense & Education Fund
Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice
Stanislaus County (CA) Wellare Rights Organization
Unitarian Universalist Association, D.C. office
United Church of Christ, Oflice for Church in Society
Women of Color Parinership
Women of Reform Judalsm
Women’s Legal Defense Fund

{list in formationd 4777794



Toi Bruce Reed

-

.

cce

From:; Kathieen Lyon

The Honorable Donna Shalala
Alexis Herman
Melanne Verveer
Ricki Seidman

Doris Matsui

Carol Rasco

Bruce Reed

Mary Jo Bane

David Ellwood
Christine Anne Varney
John Podesta

Michael Wald

Patricia Sosa

Wendell Primus

4~27-94  4:16pm
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APR-27-84 WED ©:06 SUNYA-PROVOST OFFICE FAR NO. 5184425232 P.GI

TO: Bruce Reed
FAX: (2U2) 456-2878
DATE: April 27, 1994
FROM: Richard P. Nathan Phone; [518) 442-528%
Nelson A. Fax [$18] 4425232
Rockefelier
Institute —
of
Government »
Can I get any information with more highlights 10 write an op-ed
ﬁii?ﬁi’;‘?m supporting the President's welfare plan? My fax number is (518)
132031002 442-5232.
(518} 442-5289 _
(518} 442.8232 (Fux) 1 am sure you are swamped. 1 know how hard this 5. 1've been
there. T hope you are holding up and wish you well,
Richurd P. Nigthon
Birscanr

TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES INCLUDING THIS PAGE: 1}

Fhe Pubilic Pulicy trerdinte
of the
Steere University uf New Tork
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To: Bruce Resad late: 4-27-84

From: Kathleen Lyon Page 1 of 4

Please sae the attached letter, which was originally sent on 8pril 15.

Almost 5@ national, state and local groups have now joinad this call to
gliminate the child exclusion from taa fHdminigteation’s Welfare Reform

Proposal.
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May 13, 1994

President William J. Clinton
The White house

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W.
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Clintoh,

The California Association for the Education of Young Children has
over 9,000 members statewide. Our organization consists of Family
Day Care Providers, Pre-School Teachers & Directors, Primary
Elementary School Teachers, Administrators and Parents.

Many of us work with parents that are the working poor. It is
critical that when you discuss Welfare Reform that your include
enough child care dollars that will really help these families.
Our organization urges you to include enough child care dollars in
any' Welfare- Reform’ package ‘for .the working poor. These families
are truly at risk. To keep them off welfare we must help them with
their child care cost.

SR T

We are very concerned that the child care provided be guality child
care. The reimbursement rate must reflect the true cost of quality
child care. ’

On a personal note, I work for Child Action Inc., which is a Child
Care Resource and Referral Agency that serves Sacramento County.
We have over 2,000 families on our waiting list that need help
paying for their child care. I hear the urgent need in their
voices when they get on our waiting list for child care. Many
parents will say, "I don‘t want to go back on Welfare but I will
have to, I just can’t afford child care."”

You must fund child care for the working poor. The future of our
Country depends on the decisions you make today.

Thank you for your cooperation.

R S ;:.",E R -:' PR S R R ’ ) N :«,’

Ft,! CAEYCYPublic ‘Policy -Chair! Uuw © ..o .t

cc.' Mr. Bruce Reid
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305, Clemons Ave.
Madison, WI

May 18, 1994

President Clinton
The White House ' e o ) )
~--500 Pennsylvania Ave., NW - - mure - -
Washington, D.C. . ' ) .

Dear President Clinton, ° ) '

. I care for children for a living and I care for my own
children with the support of a. child care center. Children
enrich#my..1ife and. I care deeply for their well being.

I want you to really know that child care in this country
is in crisis. You cannot allow the critical piece of welfare
reform--support for quality child care--to fall by the wayside.
Families CANNOT go to work w/0o assurances about the care their
children will receive. Not only will welfare reform nothLwork
without significant amounts of money for child care, but it
is unconscionable to put our nation's children at risk even
more than they already are. I urge you to help low income
working and AFDC families access gquality child care so their .
children can be looked upon as enriching their lives, rather
than just another great worry.

If you were to follow a child care provider in her job

for just one day, you would likely find yourself with a hard-

working, talented, grossly underpaid woman who confronts

poverty herself every day, diminishing the very spirit and

vitality that brought her to her work. If you were to follow

a parent searching for care for her toddler, you might feel

her pain of separating from her young child or "her anxiety

~ caused by not finding avaiable care (to say nothing of affordable —

» 'care), or you might feel her anger that her children don't have :
access to the best...and she knows where that leads... If you
followed a child in a day care center, -you might feel -her insecurity--
after all will anyone really notice me and take care of my needs,
"will my teacher of yesterday be here today?--or her indifference
or her fear or her yearning to be talked to, touched, and played
with...

It is incumbent upon the leaders of our country tﬁ engure

the future of our youngest citizens. I'm doing my job, please
do yours--WElfare reform demands an investment in child care! .

. -+

/LE /M

Peggy Haack

cc: Bruce Reid, The President's wOrkiné Group on Welfare Reform
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Northwest Alabama
__Regional Mental Health Authority

0O 7th Ave.

Jasper, Alabama 35501-4329
(205) 387-058I

(205) 387-0582

May 18, 1994

President Bill Clinton

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Clinton:

As Executive Director for a board of a community mental
health center that provides services to children I urge you
to provide at least adequate funding for such services in
your welfare reform plan. If the working poor do not have
adequate child care services they certainly cannot take
advantage of training that is available and that your
expanded program would recommend. After years of seeing the
positive benefits of such child care services I urge you to
include this in your welfare reform proposal.

Respectfully,

z jZ;;deéi—_-
rr%/. Lovett, Ed. D.

xecutive Director

JAL:cd
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