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National Council ofJewish Wome" - Daring To Make A Difference 
S3 W",23..d 51'''' • New York. NY 10010 • (2W 645-41)48 • flU (212) 645-7466 

Jun. 13, 1994 

P"",idenl William I. Clinton 
11,00 Pennsylvania Avenue 
W..hington. D,C, :WSOO 

Dear P=ident Clinton: 

As you prepare to formally rek... your Welfare Reform pl.... we .'" writing 
to you on behalf nftbel00,OOO member> oflhe National Council of1ewish Women 
(NCJW) in order to expr... our co"""'n, In particular, we believe Ihat your plans 
to i""lude • family cap provi,ion will only add more .triC. to the already 
impoverished ramme. of our country, Such. plan would punish innocent children 
and their siblings in (smilie. struuling to stretch meager re.sOUfCQ just to provide 
the nec:ei5ities (or thett children. 

Child &.elusion, or family cap, provisions do nat take into aceount the many 
reason, why mothers and their children ate struuling with poverty, Many more 
mothen than Cathen ore left ab••doned with the burden of earing for their children 
without 8 job. The femtnlzation of poverty is becom(ng more widespread, and it is 
not something wbich can be ignored. Quite often, mothers simply want to cmure 
that they eare for their cbildren properly, and therefore, choose not to work. These 
mother> are trying to prevent the cycle oC poverty from ""ntinuini, but they need 
you, help, The Child Exclu.ion provisiOns will contribute to tbe cycle of poverty, 
as morc and more children wil1 be born into families without enough money to 
provide odeqWlte food, clothinll> and hO",ing• 

Furthermore. it hal been repcatedlyshnwn tbat mothe ... he"" children for many 
different reasons. 'The small gain in welfare benefits which mothers would realize 
by having additional children is not an incentive to increase tbeir family lize. In 
fact. NOW be"""", tbat denying families additional henefilS for cbildren born while 
the. family is On welfare is counterproductive. 

We urge you Dot include the Chlld ExclU$ion provision in your welfare reform 
package:. as it would contradict the goal of "ending welfare as we know it.~ 
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The Child ExcIUlion pt<Wi.lion would bamper tbe ability of our youo"" geo.,.,ion 
to grow up in a bealthy environment. We1fare families need re50urCCl in order to 
move out of poverty. A child eJCtlusion pt<Wi.Iion 0011 tbe$e necessary resources. 
As an organization that cares about women's iMuc&. family unity, and the wen.be1ng 
of child.en, NOW urges you to ,eoonsidcr <hUt elem••, of your Welfare Reform 
package. " 

Thanlc you." 

Sioccrcly, 

~ ~ s....n~ 
, "Nati...1Ptaideoi 

" , 

http:child.en


Tot B-uca !!Bad 6-9-94 6:i4pft p. lor 10 

Legal Defense and Education Fund 
99 HUDSON SrQ£ET .NEW YORK. NY 10013 • (212) 92!!1·663!!1 • FAX: (2\2) 2M. 1066 

This facsimile 11 intended only tor the U8~ of the address.e 
named herein and ~~y contain legally privileged and conti4antial 
IntormAtion~ If you are not the intended recipient of this 
facsimile, you aro hereby notified that any dIssemination. 
distribution, or coPyin9 of this facsimile is strictly 
prohiblted~ If you have received this facsimile in error, please
immediately notify us by telephone and return the original 
facsimile to us at tha address above via the united Statea Postal 
servlcG~ We will r.~urse you any costa you incur in notifying 
us and returninq ths faeGi_ile to us. thank you. 

10: BrucQ Raed Oot~: 6-9-94 

From: NOW lOEF woe Page 1 of 10 

To: Key Presidential 'Advisors 
FI~om: NOW Legal Defense & Education Fund 
Re: Child E)(clusionl"Family Cap" proposal 

We beseech you to drop the child exclusion/family cap "state option" from 
your upcoming welfare reform proposals. We know that it is not enough for 
NOW LDEF to say that this proposal ia both illegal and iOYfloraL Therefore, 
ws hopn that you will coneidor tha anclosed list of national organizations
who simply bo iavs that the provision is ANTI-CHILO. Presidont Clinton is 
not anti-children nor ere the citizens of this nation. Pleaae find anothar 
way - the real way - to help poor mothers learn responsibility and support 
their families, Forcing thoir babies further into poverty is not the answer. 
nor should forced sterilization or abortion be the option for thoir moms as 
they strugglo for economic survival. 

American women must have reproductive chelice. with choice as t.he operative 
word. With educat.ion, tt'aining and adaquate income. women darer their 
childbearing without govornment intorferonce. 

Thera is Congressional opposition to child e~cluaion, from both parties and 
on the right aa well sa the left. It will not save money. It will hurt poor
babies ana will only o.tend the time it takes for poor mothers to climb out 
of poverty and become productive workers. Announce that you are looking at 
"family caps" in t.he states where waivors have boon granted and that you will 
await the reeults - which ie, after all. the re890n waivers are granted. 

Please don't make this a fight. No matter who'."wins," poor babies will lose. 
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Junc9, 1994 . 

President Will jam J. Clinton 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
WllShington, D.C. 20~ 

Dear President CI inton: 

As natioI18l, state and loc:\l organizations, we atc ulliled ilt our efforts: 10 promote the health and 
welfare of America's families. We have been following the current welfare reform debate, and we are 
writing to express our concern about the barmfuJ impact of the CHILD EXCLUSION proposal contained 
in the Administration's most reeent drAft piAn (Possible Eements in the Welfare Reform Proposals, March 
22. 1994, at p. 13). Thes: proviaKHl$, similar to ooos already adopted on an experimental basis in severn! 
states. deny AFDC benefits to any child oonceived and born :lfter the family enrolls in the AFDC progrnm. 

Our primipal concern is that ~hild exclusion Rlans hurt the children of atready impoverished 
families. By completely cutting off benefits for any child conceived while :a family is 011 AFDC, the 
administration will punish innocent children and their siblings in families struggling 10 stretch meager 
~urct:s just to provide the necessities tOr their childrerL 

Second, years of soclal scieru:c liCholarship. sOme of it authored by high-rank.ing officials in your 
own administration, mnke it clear thllt people make childbearing decisions for complex lind varied ret1Sons. 
The promise of a liny incremental gain in welfare benefItS is not an inducement to have additional children, 
In fact, the jn<:re~ed CQSts of another child are not nearly offset by the additional benefits. 

Third. the Administration's support for child exclusjort pJans contravenes all of your other policies 
and legislative initiatives to promote ~heallhy children, healthy families," We applaud your advocacy of 
increased funding for Head Start and the Women, Infant! and Children progr:am. to name just two. 
However, proposing this particular wetfare ~refurmJ\ of excluding poor infants from, basic subsistence 
coverage while supporting other programs for children is, at best. counter-productive. 

Finally, any shOlNerm fiscal saving to be gained from the exclus.ion of children from the welfare 
program will be more than outpaced by the long~term social costs of further impoverishing children and 
families already in distress. 

When you ran for President. you promised to be a champion for America's children. We urge you 
to provide that leadership now by eliminating the child exclusion from your Administration's welfare 
reform plan. Lest there be any misunderstanding. we believe that proposing a child exclusion as a "stare 
oplion" is not an acceptnble compromise. We view a state option as no open invitAtion to the states to 
deprive chUdren of subsistence benefits, This approach is not a compromise. but rather a failure of the 
Administration's promise to America's children. 

We would be happy fo work: with you to fulfill that promise. Toward that end. a delegation of our 
orgt!:nizations hereby requests a meeting with you, Mr. President. Thank you for your swift attention to 
our requw and to the m.otter of child exclusion. 
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California Women's Law Center 

6024 Wilshire Blvd.• Los Angeles, California 90036 
Phone, 213/935·4101 Fax, 213/935.0497 

hard of Olrodon 
CMttiM Littleton, E"I._. 
DIa.. Bon". !<N. Dt.PH 
Jo.nice !WtUIni1'-RanJk.. Eeq.
r_ ""­Sw,triz Olvcta-$totzer 
Sa'"""'" 

Abby J. leibman, EIJq.
1..~IIV1 DlIwto, 

S...n a..h Fog.t E!q. 
NflAtWftlf)' 

$Mrnn$oto 
.~Ilttllfo' 

l!1iubeth Cerda.umpo>
,w.h<I"".u ... ANI_r 

June 13. 1994 

President WiUiBm J. CIin.on Fax (20l) 456-6218 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue or (202) 456-2461 
Washington D.C. 20500 

Re; Welfare Reform and Child Exduslon Provisions 

o..ar President Clinton. 

The OtIifomio Women's Law Center oppose, lb. child exclusion 
p'upusul included in lIle Admini.",ulon·s most recent draft plan for welfare 
reform_ These provisions "'" similar." family cal' plans adopted by several 
swe. on an experimental basi•. 

We an: deeply concerned that child el!Clusion plans hutt the children of 
familie. that on: already impoveri,hed. By denying benefit. to children 
conceived after theix families are on AFDC. the Administration will punish the 
children and their Sibling•. CUlTCndy AFDC benefits in California do not meet 
the cost of living. Fore.ample. the median renrin Los Angele. C.nunty is $623 
per month while the AFDC grant for a family orlb"", i, $601. 

The child exclusion policy is based on • misconception that Women 
simply bave additional children tI) in....... their wolf"'" grants. Social science 
research has found that wheUle, 011 weir... or not, women decide to have 
children for a variety of comple. reasons. In any c..... cost-benefit analysi, 
would not point to having additional children in order to increase the family's 
AFDC grant. Continued reliance ul"''' such. simplistic model perpetua'., 
stereotypes aboul wornen. welf .... and decisions on childbearing. 

Any shon term savings from excluding children from AFDC will be 
negated by increased long term social COSts of impoverishing children and their 
families further. The ellCets of excluding children will also defeat the benefits 
of programs such as Head Start.nd Women. Infants and Children. It doe, not 
make any sense to deprive children on avery fundamental subsistence r.vel 
whilelryin, to Improve th.ir lives WOU," such benefICial program•. 

Allowing states to use waivers from the AFDC plan in order to 
implement child exclusions and other experiments is not welfare reform. These 
welfare experiments are a means of implementing C<lst tuning mea>un:s while 
esc.~in8 from social and political responsibility for each state's economic 
condition. " 

l' 
. I 

, ' 
, 
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2 Let", I<> Prelident WUIlam 1. CU."", 
Re: Welfare Refonn and Oilld Exctusion Provisions 
J..., 13.1994 

W. would be happy 10 provide you with any infonnation you may need 
n:ganling child exclusion and other welfare «fonn issues. Thanlc you for your 
a_tion to litis maner. 

obena M. Iktmti 
Sraff A1UIITley 

cc: 	 Oeorge SlephanopoJou, . 
Senior Policy Adviser to !lte President for Policy and Strategy 
Fax (202)456·2883 

CaroIRuco . 

A,.iSllnI to the President for Domt:Stic Policy 

Fax (202) 456·2878 


Brw:eReed 
Deputy A..;stant to !he President for Domestic Policy 
Fax (202) 456·7028 . 



ru.t.N of M~ of the America, S3IXl CnlHvi1J. Rrud lllJOO 
H.-rn\,lnl'J de 1a Mlwicordi& de lJJ Am.mas SO...., Spring. MD 2O'ilfJ.lZ43 

TO 

FAX 
DATE Jun.e at 1994 

FAX NO. 202-456-'028 

Al ptRyty Aaaittant ~~ th. Pr••1dant for D~o.~ie Policy 

FROM' $.i.t,rrc of ¥r<lY of tho, A:IulriC48 PHONE (301) SS7..oG3, • ~/J:t. (3011587.0533 

MEMO 

To: l'rcIidon, WilliAm 1. CIlnroo 
From: Sisters of Mercy of the Americas 
lie: Oppooition lO tho Child ElI.IUlion Propo,.! in Welr.,. lie/om> 
Date~, IUD. 13, 1994 

We Want to toilS"" our enneem abnul the harmful imp... of tho Cllild Ii.clusion poopo"! in ilie 
lIIlminl"",lIon'. pooposal for wolf"" reform. We Dppo.. h>ving I child ...I •• ion option in 
either ~ .r 11m welf.,. Itlorm poopMBlL 

Our princlpal concern iJ WI child •••IUlian plans bun the ehiidn!n of RlreMy It!ipo.erbh«l 
ftmllicl. By curtinS off benefi" for ",y child c:ona:ived While l mother in nn AfDC tociety' 
puni&h.s. innocent chlldrm by condemning them 10 ~ IUlQther aenera:don caui)u In the cycle of 
poverty. 

We ""pport till! ne.c for welr.... ..rom in our ....01)'. bu, belio.. !hat fiscal' ..vh.g to "chlev. 
IIlaI goa! ought nOl to ride on the back. of h.lpl... chlld:on. We urg<: the PtesW.Ul and 
admlnl$uallon to fulfill your p1.cae .. poo.,... "helll!hy children, heallhy f.milic.:· W. 
wmmcrul your suppon lor Head SIJIII. "'IC. immuniwion poogram., and health 0 .... mom. 

The Sisters of Mercy number 6.500 women. who work in tJUlcation. health cm and iOCill sorvic:e 
miniStry. 

= 
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ltIay 25, 1994 

President 8111 Clinton 
The White House 
16ee Pennsylvania Avenue. NW 
Wa5hin9ton~ DC 20500 

Oear Mr. President: 

Please accept the recommendation of your Task Force of 
nationally recognized welfare experts. who have told you 
child care assistance Is desperately needed to "end welfare 
as ~e know it" and "to mako work pay." The scaled back 
version of the welfare-reform plan means that many working­
poor families. playing by the rules. trying to stay off 
welfare. but unable to get adequate child care. will slip 
onto the yolfare rolls. Unless families get the child care 
assistance they need. we wili put more children at risk. 
Please base the welfare reform plan on good policy. not 
polltic$~ 

NAME, .tJzWy ;If{ /YL 
ADDRESS, I1!IJi/aCf P,&nmrSt AppidOI1, kli/ ,51/'1/5 

omPATm, @!Mr!tlttm/(l/(s/rtr0V' (lA/Ie! (,((/0 ('Uricr , 

\ 



May 2S. 1994 

PrGsident Bill (linton 
The White House 
1600 pennsylvania Avenue. NW 
Washington. DC 20500 

Dear Mr~ President; 

Please accept the recommendation of your Task Force of 
nationally recognized welfare experts. who have told you 
child care assistance is desperately needed to "end welfare 
as we know it" and "to make work pay." The scaled back 
version of the ~elfare-reform plan means that many working~ 
poor families. playing by the rules. tryIng to stay off 
Yeifare. but unable to get adequate chiid care. will slip 
onto th~ wei fare rolls~ Unl~ss families get the child care 
assistance they need. we will put more children at risk_ 
please base the welfare reform plan on good policy~ not 
politics~ 



/'lay 25. 1994 

President Bill Clinton 
The White House 
1600 pennsylvania AV$nue~ NW 
Washington_ DC 20500 

Dear "r~ PFesident: 

Please accept the recommendation of your Task Force of 
nationally reeogni~ed ~elfare experts~ ~ho have told you 
child care assistance is desperately needed to ~end wolfare 
as ue know it .. and "to make work pay." The scaled back 
version of the welfare-reform plan means that many Yorking­
poor families~ playing by the rules t trying to stay off 
welfaro$ but unable to get adequate child care. will slip 
onto the welfare rolls. Unless families get the child care 
assistance they need. we ~ill put more children a~ risk. 
Please base the welfare reform plan on good policy. not 
pol!tics~ 



fI1ay 25. 1994 

President BIll Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue. NW 
Washington. DC 26500 

Dear Mr. President~ 

please accept the recommendation of your Task Force of 
nationally recognized welfare expertSt who have told you 
child care assistance 1$ desperately needed to «end welfare 
as ve know it" and "to make work pay." The scaled back 
version of the welfare-reform plan means that many worklng­
poor familIes. playing by the rules. trying to stay off 
welfare. but unable to get adequate child care. will slip 
onto the welfare rolls. Unless families get the child care 
assistance they need. we will put more children at risk. 
Please base the welfare reform plan on good policy~ not 
polltics~ 



lItey 25. 1994 

President Bill Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue. NW 
Washington. DC 28S0e 

Dear Mr. President: 

Pleuse accept the recommendation of your Task Force of 
nationally recognized welfare experts. who have told you 
child care assistance is desperately needed.to I'end welfare 
as ve know it" and "to make work pay." The scaled back 
verflion of the welfare-reform plan means that many workin9­
poor families. playing by the rules~ trying to stay off 
welfare. but un~ble to get adequate child care~ will slip 
onto the welfare rolls. Unless families get the child care 
assistance they need~ we will put more children at risk. 
Please base the welfare reform plan on good policy. not 
politics. 

NAME , __....>~.... _________;-"I\'----..l.\~;;;.;e..""""'lI.Ll(\""£.LC _ 

ADDRESS! 32d. S. wsjk 
/l f '\ 1 r. D'~ _OCCUP'TION' __~~~h~I~~~~_~~~L-~~'i~~-L£Z____________________ 

http:I\'----..l.\~;;;.;e..""""'lI.Ll
http:needed.to


May 25. 1994 

President BIll Clinton 

The White House 

160e Pennsylvania Avenue. NW 

Washington. OC 20500 


Dear Mr. President: 

Please accept the recommendation of your Task Force of 
nationally recognIzed welfare experts. ~ho have told you 
child care assistance Is desperately needed to "end welfare 
as we knoy it" and "to make work pay." Tho scaled back 
version of the welfare-reform plan means that many working­
poor families. playing by the rules* trying to stay off 
welfare. but unable to get adequate child care. will slip 

'onto the welfare rolls. Unless families get the child care 
asslstance they need~ we will put more children at risk~ 
Ple4se base the welfare reform plan on good policy, not 
poLt tics. 



fIIay 25, 1994 

President BIll Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue. NW 
Washington. OC 20580 

Dear ~r. President: 

Please accept the recommendatIon of your Task Force of 
nationally recognized welfare experts. who have told you 
child care assistance is desperately needed to uend welfare 
as we know It" and ~to make work pay." The scaled back 
versIon of the welfare-reform plan means that many working­
poor families~ playing by the rule$~ trying to stay off 
welfare. but unable to get adequate child care~ will slip 
onto the welfare rolls. Unless families get the chIld care 
assistance they need. we will put more children at risk. 
Please base the welfare reform plan on good polIcy. not 
politIcs. 





May 27, 1994 

President William Jefferson Clinton 
The Whi te House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W. 
Washington ¥ D. C. 20500 
ATTENTION: Bruce Reed 

Dear President Clinton, 

I am writing you as a concerned mother and grandmother. My 
concern centers around the possibility of a loss of child care 
monies for the working poor. I appeal to you to include 
the entire five billion dollars over the next five years to 
improve child car's for those needing some assistance. 

My daughter is one of the working poor who proudly works to 
support her family when she could choose the easier path of 
going on public assistance and staying at ho~e with her two 
young children. Child care assistance has made the difference 
between surviving or. perishing for this young family. 

I do 'not argue that Welfare Reform is needed. My fear is that 
in our fervor in this matter, that we may be "throwing the baby 
out with the bathwaterH. Let us move carefully and with great 
caution in matters effecting the backbone of .our society-­
families. 

These families need safe, supportive child care that will help 
to nurture and guide the next generation of Americans. It is 
time that we invest in our most precious natural resource~~ 
children and those who care for them. 

S~~ll5 '1 
J111 Barl0n~ 
6152 Ginefred Shores Dr. 
Fife Lake, MI 49633 
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MICHIGAN COUNCIL FOR 

MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH 


318 West Ottawa 
\.1msing, Michigan 48933 

(517) 482:-5001 

FAX; (517) 462-9242 


PAUL N.. SHAHEEN 

Executive Oire::!or 


ELIZABETH L. WEIHL 
AssO¢ialo Director 

SU$1alninll Members: 

Childrl}n', Hospital of 

Michigan, !nc. 


C.5. Motl Childf$I'I'$/ 

Women'siHoldon 

Perinatal Hospitals, 
University of M'Ch.()ah 

Helen OeVos Women ami 

Childrlln'll CaNer at 

811l!t3rworth Hospita' 


Hl,Jt~ol Hospital 

Marc<t of Dimes 

of MiChigan 


Michigan AssociatiQ'l 

,J' for irlant Monllil HeaHn 


Michigan Chaplltr, 
Americn'1 Academy 
of f'e.::iatrics 

Michigal1 Se1;lIon, 

American College (of 

Oh$leltic!ans arc 

GYI1!)CologiSls 

Mott Children's 
HGal!h Center 

Perinatal Association 
0/ Michigan 

United Cerebral Palsy 

Association of Michigan 


May 25, 1994 

President William Jefferson Clinton 
The White House - ATIN: Bruce Reed 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Clinton, 

As the nation faces Ibe challenge of refonning the welfare 
system, it is important not 10 forget all of Ibose Ibe system was 
meant to serve, Those on welfare and the low-income working are 
bolb in need of the assi.mnce offered through welfare and various 
other support services. 

Included in these services is safe, supportive child care. 
However t )ow*income working families and welfare families 
should not have to fight ,over who receives Ibis service. It is 
imperative to includeJ in the· welfare reform p1an. five billion 
additional dollars over five years for child care for the working 
poor. 

Children should not be hurt in any attempt to refonn the 
welfare system. Only by securing their safety and well-being 
today, can we offer them a brighter tomorrow, filled with 
opportunities for success. 

Paul N. Shaheen 

Contrlbullng Memlwl1l: 

Blue Cross Blue Shield 01 Michigan 

Henry Fofd Henll'1 System 

Sparrow Henllh System 
Regional Pediatric Celllur 



Michigan League for Human Services 

300 N. Washington Sq .. Suite 401 • Lensing. MI 48933 • [517] 487-5436 

May 26,1994 

President William Jefferson Clinton 
The White House - AlTN: Bruce Reed 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Clinton: 

As President/CEO of the Michigan League for Human Services, I am writing to encourage the retention of the 
five billion additional child· care dollars for working poor families which was included in the original welfare 
reform proposal. 

The Michigan League for Human Services is a statewide citizens organization dedicated to the provision of 
adequate human services for Michigan's citizens, particularly for its most vulnerable populations. The League 
has represented these interests since 1912 and has regularly offered observations and recommendations for 
improving public services for those in need. 

According to the KIDS COUNT in Michigan's 1993 publication; Child Care and Early Childhood Education, 

the average cost of care for just one child in full-time care exceeds $4,400 per year, representing 
9 percent of mean family income for married couple families, and 29 percent of mean income for 
female-headed, single parent families. A single parent working full-time at the minimum wage 
would need to commit approximately 50 percent of gross income to care for just one child. Many 
families with young children who are just beginning their careers or work life are finding child 
care costs burdensome. Many others have been forced out of the labor market. 

As you are well aware, all families, including low income working families and those receiving public assistance 
need the option of safe, supportive care for their children provided outside the home. We would contend that 
adequately funded child care, in addition to other available supportive services (including the Earned Income 
Credit expanded by your administration) constitutes a welfare prevention strategy, important to any discussion 
on welfare reform. 

In this light, we would encourage you to retain the $5 billion in child care funding targeted toward the working 
poor and continue to expand such services for current welfare recipients as well, without forcing the two 
populations to compete for the child care support which they both so desperately need. 

If you have further questions or would like more information, please feel free to contact myself or Michele 
Robotham a1517/487-5436. 

Sincerely, •••'1 -. , , , 

... ::, . I' :" C:tL-1li~ " "~"~ " 
, . 

Ann Marston 
I CIiCAIoII)d PresidenVCEO 

Supported by Local United Ways through the United Wey of Michigan---.. . 
~' 
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SUCCESS Program 
Des Moines Public Schools 

501 Holcomb 
Des Moines, Iowa 50313-4955 

Ronald Sallade, Ph.D., Supervisor 
(515) 242-7698 

Cynthia Erickson. Program M.nag<!r 
(515) 242-7297 

President Bill Clinton 
N(of"lh III,. S(bGOl 

;.ill Hnlcnmb 
 The White House 
!}u Meincs.IA Sll31J-(<;IS5 
{515) 242_7197 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Ct!l!n CmmlinalOf: Washington, D.C. 20500 


, Clarice fki~1 . 

eM!: M.iflagin; 
Sl;'\.~ OlHUal"" May 24, 1994 
Tony R_JdM 
AnlUllt SpaIn 

Dear President Clinton,Nu,~: 

S~nd", Fn'~,142.1W} 

I am the Coordinator of a program for high risk children and 
On Mol"n "'''l1h families that operates out of Family Resource Centers in four 
Alrtrnlllvl Hll" S.hOGl 
18():1 16111 Sl=l elementary school buildings in Des Moines, Iowa Every day I see
De! M<.>;/lu, IA :5O:\:14.J'iO'1 
($)Sj 2444448 the effects of the lack of affordable child care for parents who 
Case Manage,: are employed. It is imperative that the welfare reform proposal

,Vicki DouglllS 
include sufficient child .. care assistance for working poor 
families. The nationally recognized welfare experts on your

Ofl Molnn South 
Atarnl.ll¥~ ill", Sduml Task Force have recommended that child care assistance in 
1000 POrler A¥enue 
D., Moines. Iii. S031:5-72.;l{> essential to "end welfare as we know it" and "to make work pay". 
{:515)155-)J2J The scaled back version of the welfare reform plan means that 
C~st M.nagtr: . many working poor families, playing by the rules, trying to stayBr'-'ln D~an 

off welfare but unable to get adequate child care, will slip onto 
\hmll Rudlnc the welfare rolls. 

MiddkS>h...!I 

21:3 EM! Euclid 

!Xs Mo'nCf.IA 50314-459'1 
 True welfare reform must provide at least $5 billion of new
ijl.Sl~ 

child care assistance to working poor families so that low­
ern!« Coordiulor: 

Connie Ev"m income families do not have to go on welfare to get child care 

C=M,,"~: assistance. 
Dd,ru4h rl~nd" 
N"nq W",It\ 

Given Ihe limited amount of child care assistance for the 
Nu".; 
Ch..ne~., Rdmking. working poor, there is no way that families moving off welfare 

can remain independent without a significant increase in child 
, . care funds. 
Emm. ("au )\·1<",11011 

.:lomo .. I••) Sr"""l 

1111 CnneG~ "'~enll¢ 

0.. Moinn, IA :50114.2~) Sincerely. .; 

(515) 24.1-676$ "Jr!ct"~{\",vl0'''\)t..., !t'llt~1 
C",e M,,,li'$<r: Margaret Jensen Connet 
Kim~.rly I"l~rlrl\ 

Way To Grow Coordinator 
l\'ur~. 


,'",; r.e•. ~il8.Q~4S 


... 

244-9713 

http:Mo'nCf.IA
http:Atarnl.ll
http:Fn'~,142.1W
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CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES 


ARCHDlOCESE OF PHILADELPHIA 

Mlaratkln and Refut:re: Resettlement Department 

222 Nonh Seventeenth Street· Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103-1299. (21!i) 587·3909 

,TUtH? .1, 1994 

Mr. Bruce N. Reed, 
Deputy ASS-1Rtant tn tile President for Domest.ic Pol"lcy 
The Whi te House 
Room 2 i'lW 
1600 Pennsylv8nia Avenue r NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. Reed: 

I Ilrge you tn oppose firllwcJng welfare reform by derJyil1g or 
further postponing bene[its to legal immigrants brought into the 
Un.ited States by u.s. citizens. It is ne,ither just nor moral to 
fund we1 [are reform by assir;Ung one vu}nerable pe.rSCH/ at I;l1e 
expense of another. 

I am especi a}.1 y concerned ·tha t Nedica.i rl, Food Stamps, SST fwd 
other benef.it.<:; c()fJ.1d be den.ied to Jegal ."immigrants. To deny or 
further postpone e.],igib.ility for Nedicaid to impoverished .legal 
imm.ig,rants wouJd be outrageous. Def'Y.ing Ned.iea.in couJd resl1.7t. in 
broken hips not being repl aced, rJea ths from pl"ev()J1 tabJ e heart 
at.tacks and strokes, and other hea.1th CClre horrors. 

The Foon Stamp program serve9 pr.imar.ily women, chi J dren /1/'Il1 
the elderly It is wrong to deny such a basiC hWrlttn necessity asw 

food to those in need who a.re here .legally. 

RBI provides a safety net for very old and sick or disahled 
people whose children and granrichi loren are taxpayers and ci tizens. 
Why -".17ouJd their jVlrent;s and grltndparents be m&rg.ini'l.ljp,ed? These 
family memhers left the.ir belong:ings and homelanris i:O be with tlte.lr 
children and grandchildren. 

, 

http:resl1.7t
http:Ned.iea.in
http:c()fJ.1d
http:benef.it
http:Domest.ic


..;.-.,. . 

The parents of 01 tizens -- spollses and children of both 
c.i tizens and lega.l res.idents could become such a s8rio[1s 
finanei.,1 lidbility because of a disabiTity or major medic<!fJ 
problem that the only choice, other than permanent separat.ion; wotJ]d 
be poverty. Famj.1y rellni fi cation, the cornerstone of CJ. S . 
.immjgration PO} icy. becomes a ho.l1ow goal if severe f.inanciaJ 
penalties are imposed on reunited families. 

The United States has been enriched by the cu.1tlJra] and 
economic contributions or imm:igrants. Congress and tIre 
Admin.istrat.ion shooJiJ seek 81 ternative fllnrl.ing that wi.11 enab.1e 
poor families to overcome poverty and provide support to those in 
need. 

8,1 ncere.ly J 

~~~ 
Lorraine M. Kn'ight 
Adm:i niB tra tor 

jmcg 

http:ncere.ly


Ronetta J. Giese I 
16L6 Nak~mis Ave. 
LaC~osse~ WI 54603 

1'1ay 23~ 1994 

President Bill Clinton 
The White House 
.1600 Pennsylvi1ria Avenue, \lW 
Washi'ngton. DC 20500 

Dear President Cl1nton, 

I am an administrator of a day c;are c;enter which is licensed for 73 
c;hJldren at on!::c> si te and 50 children at a school age program~ I h';'We 
work€!d in on,>! c,;\pacity or ~\nother at this "f,Olcility for Z(J Yi?ars~ I have 
served as business ii\dministrator for the past 12 years" 

In that t.im€~ 1 have seen families work their' way off of welfare with the 
hF,;!lp of chi~d care programs offered through the (CeDBS) Child Care 
Development Block Grant monies. It is indeed very gratifying to see the 
St..ICCE'SS stories. 

I heartJ 1 y endorse weI fare reform programs wi th t~e gOal1 of "ending weI fan? 
as we knew it tOday". As you know, Wisconsin's Governor Thompson is trying 
a new approach with f\ :: COLtnty pilot wllich guarantees child C<?It"'E? ,to all 
wei'fare recipients iii the test area~ Any ef'fl:lrt to reform welfare th,ot..lgh 
education of the recipients will create a major demand for child care. The 
waiting list for subsidized child care in Wisconsin is i.'Ippronimately 20 
Million dollars. In ortier to fund only those families \lH? would need to see 
increased funding of $20 Million per year. That dOes net 1nclude the 
countless f<?lmilies not on the waiting list or those who have given up. 

f:".arnilies who have war-ked the,:;"'" way r.Jf-f of A~DC aft:,,:!n 'find they are in a new 
situ;:\tion. We classify them as "at risk". These families hold low income 
jobs~ h.;;\ve beLome partially independent and still need help in paying for 
child ccU'''f? in WisconEiin WE have seen that a family cn AFDC costs the 
s"tate qllite a bit rftore money than a famlly earning money at a low income 
job v/hQ r-eceive-s child care and IM:?dicl!.\l assistance. 

I have etlso seen that people who have gone tl1roc~gh training pl'"oQrarns and 
are in !:he 'transition pedod of not earning enoligh to pay for child care 
and do not receiVe! assistance. of tan QU1t their jobs i'lnd return to AFDC~ 
not because it is oasier~ QF that they .are lazy, but thi'lt they cannot 
afford to work. 

Please accept the recommendation of your Task Force who have told YOLI child 
r::an? ;:.ssistarr.:e is des;!€:!rSltely needed to "end Helfar-e ,'9.$ we know it" and 
"to make v-mrk pay." Ul11e$s families get the child care assistance they 
need. more children will be pl<l.l.ced at risk. 

H.:;;o~pec t: full y yours ~ 

e~~ds;(~ 
cc; Bruce RG'ed 



Child Care Nehvork • Washtenaw Regional 4C 
FnnncdyChild Cure Coordinnling 8: Rcfcrm1 Service 

May 21. 1994 

Preside~t William Jefferso~ Clinton 
The White House - ATTN: Bruce Reed 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, OC 20500 

Dear President Clinton: 

I understand that a significant portion of the child care support 
allocation in the welfare reform package is in jeopardy. Please be aware 
that this support is vital to the success of any welfare plan that includes 
work outside the home. If parents do not have access to safe, affordable 
child care. one of two things will happen~ I} parents will not participate 
successfully in the job program or 2} children wlll be left in unsafe 
environments. Neither of these will serve the future of this country well. 
Please take another look at the amount of child care support in the welfare 
reform plan - full funding this portion of the plan is absolutely necessary 
if we are to truly Uchange welfare as we know itu 

• 

q:::'{hJfr~fJ 

l1ennie McAlpine 

Director -' 

1100 X, ~lttin, SuHc201 • Ann Arllor,:\H 48104" (31a) 7()1·(i040. (800) 777·2$Hl • Fax: (a I:\) On8·()1{~~ 



President Bill Clinton 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue. N. W. 

Washington, DC 20500 

May 20, 1994 


Dear Mr\ President. 

As you arc, I am concerned about welfare reform. Reform is much needed 
and our task is a difficult one. I work for an agency that assists parents of 
all incomes and cultural backgrounds A including new immigrants and visiting 
Foreign students-locate Childcare. Part of our agency works v.ith those families 
currently on \velfare and receiving help in paying daycare costs. However, I 
talk daily to the public at large. including many of our working poor families, 
I am greatly concerned that with the limited amount ofchild care assistance for 
the working poor families., there wlll be no way they can maintain independence. 
It w!f1 be self-defeating to attempt to help our families "get offwelfare" ,ifwe 
force another sector to "go onto welfare". It is unfair to those Americans who are 
desperately trying to follow the rules 

Thank you for taking the time to read of my concerns. 

S~;/~, 
Pamela S. Ozcki 

3596 Brookfield Road 

Binningham, Al. 35226 
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President Bill Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Clinton; 

I am writing to ask that you include enough money in your welfare reform plan for child care for 
the worldng poor. Please include at least $5 billion ofnew child care assistance ao that low-income 
parenIl! will not be forced to go on welf""', Th.... is no way fiunili... moWlg off of welfare can 
remain independenl without • significant increase in child care funda. 

Tbankyou. 

Sincerely, 

(!fJIjj!#~.j~ 
cLeo ( ~CGinnis-Tolbert 

Copy to Mr. Bruce Reed 
Deputy Asnt. to !be President for 1:l<JmesIic PolicY 
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May 23, 1994 

.\tIr Bruce Reed 

Deputy Assistant to the President 

For Domcs,tlc Policies 

The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave,. NW 

Washington, D.C. 20500 


Dear Mr. Reed, 

It is imperative that the welfare reform proposal include sufficient child care 
a'iSistance for working poor families. Please accept the recommendations of the 
nationally recognized welfare experts on your Task Force, who have told you child care 
assistance is essential to "end welfare as we know it" and "to make work. pay," The 
scaled back version of the welfare refonn plan means that many working poor families, 
playing by the rules, trying to stay off weUare, but unable to get adequate child care, will 
slip onto the welfare rolls. 

SincereJy. 
/'

Ldfl-h.j? ncJ~ 
Anne NOH 

Resource and Referi'dl Specialist 




May 23, 1994 

President'William J. Clinton 

The White lIouse - - ATTN: Druce Reed 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. ~d 

Washington, DC 20500 


Dear President Clinton, 

I am deeply dis:urbed about information that in your 
Ad~inistration proposal concerning welfare reform you are 
considering reducing the amo~nt to be budgeted for child care for 
the working poor. Low-income families, along with those on 
welfare, need to have safe, supportive child care. Both groups 
desperately need assistance in providing and paying for the 
quality child care that must exist for their children whether 
they are currently low-income working paren::s or parents in the 
p!:'ocess of getting off welfare. vIe, as a societYI desperately 
need for these children to have this kind of care/this kind of 
start in life, also. 

Please do not make the working poor compete with current welfare 
recipier,ts for ch.t::"d care suppor"..: - retaln the $5 billion in 
child care funding originally proposed. 

Thank you for your time and consideration of this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~m~e~ 
2655 Capilano Dr. SE 

Grand Rapids, MI 49546 




'\0 jI J1'--1\ 
earll9:.~~ 
~ ~-:::::::::;::: BRI[)G1NG THE GAP INTERAGENCY COORDINATING COUNCIL 

M ICHi G A I'J Lead Agmq. Cheboygan - Due$<> - Pretque We ISD. OOlS wming Lmc;. Indi.m River, MI 49149 
(616) 238-9394« FAX {616} 2l8-i5S1 • (51?) 732-7615 

May 23, 1994 

President William Jefferson Clinton 

The White House - Attn: Bruce RCL,(] 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 'SW 

Wnshinglon, DC 20500 


RE: Child Care Funding for the Working Poor 

Dear rn..~,ident Clinton: 

We must retain the $5 bHlhm In child rart funding for the working poor. 

1 fuel thilll this child care funding. along with universa1 health care, is the number one W<l)" to keep 
our families off welfare. The families that J work with do want to support themsclvl.-s, but many 
of our jObs in thiS rural area are service jobs that pay minimum wage, and without tJ\e$C cxtra 
supports, the families arc better off on welfare. 

Sincerely, 


(), /-.. 

/fl"';::' ,,\+\&'O'"':J 

Gloria Halligan, RN 

E."irly On Coordinator 


COOPERATING AOENClES 

District Health Dqn. n tnd 114; f)qwtmm: cl S<x4l SeNiu:t,(heboyl/il'l.(.)Uc:go.Presque b1e oounties: 


Community ~ lkahh-Nonhcm &.Notthc:ul; Northern Michipn l~;OlqQ Mc:mon.l HOJpit.I: Comrnuoity MemoritJ HMplUlI: 

CFCS~ie~es: M.5_U. Ell_ion; Probate c.xm; NEMlclUa.m ConJQltIum; 1\'E.MCSA-Head Salt; <Ie.; PtttJ\I& 
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Legal Defense and Education Fund 
99 HUDSON STREET ·NEW YORK, NY 10013 • (212) 925·6635 • FAX: (212) 226· 1066 

The attached letter opposing the 
Child Exclusion's inclusion in the 
Administration's welfare reform 
plan was originally sent to 
President Clinton on April l5~ A 
number of groups have joined since 
then. To date, over 80 national, 
state and local organizations have 
joined us in opposing this measure 
which will hurt poor children. 

http:C"F/,l,u.rO


May 23, 1994 

President William J. Clinton 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Clinton: 

As national, state and local organizations, we are united in our efforts to promote the 
health and welfare of America', families. We have been following the current welfare 
reform debate, and we are writing to express our concern about the hannful impact of the 
CHILD EXCLUSION proposal contained in the Administration's most rooent draft plan 
(Possible Elements in the Welfare Reform Proposals, March 22, 1994, at p. 13). These 
provisions, similar to ones already adopted on an experimental basis in several states, deny 
AFDC benefits to any child conceived and born after the family enrolls in the AFDC 
program. 

Our principal COncern is that child exclYiiQn pllllls hun the children of already 
impoverished families. By completely cutting off benefits for any child conceived while a 
family is on AFDC, the administration will punish innocent children and their siblings in 
families struggling to stretch meager resources just to provide the necessities for their 
children. 

Second, years of social science scholarship, some of it authored by high-ranking 
officials in your own administration; make it clear that people make childbearing decisions 
for compiex and varied reasons. The promise of a tiny incremental gain in welfare benefits 
is not an inducement to have additional children. In fact, the increased costs of another child 
are not nearly offset by the additional benefits. 

Third, the Administration's support for child exclusion plans contravenes all of your 
other policies and legislative initiatives to promote "healthy chHdren. healthy families." We 
applaud your advocacy of increased funding for Head Start and the Women, Infants and 
Children program, to name just two. However, proposing this particular welfare "reform" 
of excluding poor infants from basic subsistence coverage while supporting other programs 
for children ls, at best, counter-productive. 

. 
Finally, any short-term fiscal saving to be gained from the exclusion of children from 

the welfare program will be more than outpaced by the long-term social costs of further 
impoverishing children and families already in distress. 

When you ran for President, you promised to be a champion for America's children. 
We urge you to provide that leadership now by eliminating the child exclusion from your 
Administration's welfare reform plan. Lest there be any misunderstanding, we believe that 
proposing a child exclusion as a "state option" is nOt an acceptable compromise. We view a 
Slate option as an open invilation to the slates to deprive children of subsistence benefits. 
Tuis approach is not a compromise, but rather a failure of the Administration's promise to 
America's children. 

We would be happy to work with you to fulfill that promise. Toward that end, a 
delegation of our organizations hereby requests a meeting with you, Mr. President. Thank 
you for your swift attention to our request and to the matter of child exclusion. 



.""': The Honorable Donna Shalal. 
Alexis Hennan 
Melanne Verveer 
Ricki Seidman 
Doris Matsui 
Carol Rasco 
Bruce Reed 
Bill Galston 
Mary 10 Bane 
David Ellwood 
Christine Anne Varney 
Iohn Podesta 
Michael Wold 
Patricia Sosa 
Wendell Primus 



NOW Legal Defense and Education Fund 

ACLU (American Civil Liberties Union) 


ADA (Americans ror Democratic Action) 
Adl'OCBtes for Youth (fonnerly The Center 

for Population Options) 
American Medi.al Student Association 
Boston Women's Health Book Collectiv. 
BPW (National Fed-erntiou or Business 

and Professional Wome,,) 
B ..... d for the World 
California Women's Law Center 
C.tholics for a Free Choice 
Center for Advancement of Public Policy 
CLASP (Center ror Law and Social Poliey) 
Center for Reproductive Law and Policy 
Center for Women Policy Studies 
Center for Women's Glob.l Leadership· 
Center on Social Welfare Policy and Law 
CbUd Care Law Center 
Child Welfare League of America 
Church Women United 
Coalition of Labor Union Women 
Connecticut COInrnls!.;on on Children 
Connecticut Legal Services 
Connecticut Women)s Education and Legal Fund 
Family Service America 
Feminist Majority 
Feminists for Life 
Food Researeb and Action Center 
Friends Committee on National Legislation 
Institute of Sisters of l\ferey of tbe Americas, 

Leadership Team 
ISAR, A Clearinghouse on Grassroots Cooperation 

in Eurasia ' 
Jewish Labor Committee 
Justice, Economic Dignity and Independence for 

Women (Ulllh) 
Legal Action Project of tbe National Committee for 

the Rights of the Cbild 
Legal Assistance Resource Center of Connecticut 
Legal Services of New Jersey 
Lutheran Omce for Governmental Affairs, ELCA 
MADRE 
MALDEF 
MANA, A National Latina Organization 
9 to 5 
NAACP Legal Defense & Educational Fund, Inc. 
N,tiolUll Abortion Federation 
NARAL (National Abortion and Reproductive 

Rights Acticm League) 

National Association for the Education of 
Young Children 

National Association of Child Advocates 
National Association of Commissions for Women 
National Association of Social Workers 
National Black Women's Health Project 
National Consumers League 
National Council of Churches 
National Council of Jewish Women 
National Council of LaRaza 
National Council of Senior Cltilens 
NEA (National Education Association) 
National Jewish Community Relations Advisory 

Council 
National Latinos Caucus 

NOW (National Organi7.atlon for Women) 

National Welfare Rights and Refonn Union 
National Women's HenUh Network 
National Women's Law Center 
NETWORK: A National Catholic Social Justice Lobby 
Northwest Women's Law Center 
Oregon Food Bank 
Planned Parenthood Federation of America. 
Presbyterian Chureb (USA), D.C. office 
Puerto Rican Association for Community Affairs 
Puerto Rican Legal Defense & EducaUon Fund 
Religious Coalition ror Reproductive Choice 

(formerly Religious Coalition for Abortion Rights) 
Salt Lake Community Action Progr.m 
Seamless Gannen! Network 
Stanislaus County (CA) Welfare Rights Organization 
Unitarian Universalist Association, D.C. office 
United Church of Christ, Office for Church in Society 
Western Center on Law & Poverty 
Wider Opportunities for Women 
Women and Poverty Project 
Women's Economic Agenda Project 
Women Employed 
Womeu's Equal Rights Legal Defense and 

Education Fund 
Women or Color Partnership 
Women of Color Resource Center 
WOMEN OF REFORM JUDAISM 
Women's Law Project 
Women's Legal Derense Fund 
Women Work! 
YWCA of the 1i.S.A. 

(list in formatioo) 5123/94 
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Serving Ionia, Kent, Mecosta, Montcalm, Newaygo and Osceola Counties 

May 19.1994 

Presilfelll William Jifferson C/i1llon 
The While Hause - Attn: Bruce Reed 
1601J Pennsyl""nu. Avenue NW 
Washington. DC 20500 

Dear Presilfent CUlIlon: 

My personal and professional experiences Iwve mught me tIw.t low-income 
working families and welfare families need sq/e, suppoTtive child care. 
Plea.. do not mala the lVorking poor compete with current welfare 
recipients for child enre support. 

J implore you to retain the $5 biilwn in child care funding for the working 
poor. 

Sincerely. 

Lau een Kennedy 
Executive Director 



of the UP. 

May 18, 1994 

President William Jefferson Clinton 
The White House· Attn: Bruce Reed 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Clinton, 

Low~income working families and welfare families need safe, supportive child care. Do 
not make the working poor compete with ClUTent welfare recipients for child care support. 

Please retain the $5 billion in child care fiutding for the working poor. 

Sincerely, 

-tJ.ear> £, 6.Jirm,..,~ 
Susan E. Wirtanen 
4C Director 

125 W, Washington St" Suite B, Marquette. MI 49855 • 1~800-541-KIDS 



Mr. Bruce Reed 
Deputy Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy 
Old Executive Office Bldg. Room 218 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. Reed. 

I have worked in the child care delivery system for approximately 15 years. 
I have been a pre-school teacher. a counselor for incarcerated adolescents. 
an owner and director of a child care center. a trainer of welfare 
recipients interested in becoming a child care teacher in a federally 
funded job training program, and I currently act as a coordinator in a 
department of a chi Id care resource and referral agency which assists 
parents in finding child care. 

Due to the diverse positions I have held in the industry. I have seen the 
effects of quality child care. I have seen children blossom and grow 
strong and independent in a nurturing environment. I have also seen the 
detrimental effects of haphazard. punitive child care. 

I have seen women gain a sense of positive self worth for the first time in 
their life because they completed a training program and secured a position 
as a child care provider. However they then discovered that they could not 
afford quality child care for their own children because they were now 
among the "working poor". 

Everyday my staff members talk to parents who are in the same situation. 
They are not and do not want to be on welfare. They work and/or go to 
school to better their lives and the lives of their Children. But they are 
unable to find acceptable care arrangements for their chi Idren that they 
can afford. The waiting lists for child care subsidy in the Louisville. 
Kentucky area has thousands of families on it. so many that names are no 
longer being added to it since the children needing care will be in school 
before their needs could be addressed. 

Please do not cut child care funding for welfare recipients and the working 
RQor. It is imperative that the welfare proposal include sufficient child 
care assistance for these families. 

As you are aware. research shows that for every $1 spent on quality child 
care for chj,ldren in high risk categories there is a $7 saving. Where else 
can you get that kind of return on an investment. What could be a more 
important resource in which to invest than our country's future - our 
children? 

Sincerely. 

Susan Vessels 
Information and Referral Coordinator 
Communi ty Coordinated Chi ld Care 
1215 S. Third St. 
Louisville, KY. 40203 
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YWCA 

Bif'mingham 

May 17, 1994 

President William Jefferson Clinton 
The Wh~e House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. • 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Clinton: 

We urge you to restore the $5 billion new dollars for day care for the 
working poor in your welfare reform. Working poor families will have to go 
on welfare ff sufficient funds are not made available in your reform. In 
Jefferson County, Alabama there is a 16 month wait for child care subsidy 
now tor these tamilies. 

Desperate working families are often discourage w~ these barriers 
and are giving up to go on weHare for a better Iffe for their children. 
Regrettably the YW has to support them in this deciSion because it is 
indeed a better IHe tor their children. Please reconsider your funding. 

Sincerely, 

1lJC~ 
nne Durham 


ive Director 
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Homes of Oakridge \ #'Of 04.r<\" 

Family Support Center '" '" 
~ 	 , oc 926 Oakridgo Otil/'$°05" 

Buildio1l123. AptA7 
()(j$ MoinltS. Iowa 50314\~~l· 

SlJpPO~i 	 (515j <!S:'M664 
Fax (51$) 262·11)41 

President Bill Clinton 

The WMe House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington D.C. 20500 


May 13, 1994 

Dear President Clinton: 

It is imperative that the welfars reform proposal' include sufficient child care assistance for 
workIng poor families. Please accept the recommendations Of the nationally reoognized welfare 
experts on your Task Force, who have told you child care assistance is essential to "end welfare as 
we know it" and "to make work pay". The scalad back version of the welfare reform plan moans 
thet many working poor families, playrng by the rules. trying to stay off wellare but unable to get 
adequate child care, will slip onto the welfa,., rolls. 

There 	are two points I would like you to consider: 

True welfare reform must provide at least $5 billion of new 
child care assistance to working poor tammas so that iow~ 
income families dO not have to go on weltare to get child care 
assistance. 

• 	 Given the limited amount of child care assistance for the 
working poor. there Is no way that families moving 011 welfare 
can remain independent without a significant increase in child 
care funds. " 

I appreciate your time and consideration of this very important issue. 

Sincerely. ~ 
~p~'Uaw\>1 , 

Dawn E. Francis 

Family Support Center Coordinator 


L-'~-~ --.~\
',CC: Mr. Bruce Reid I 

"--~...---.--.......-.. --,...' 


HomBS of Oakridge FBmily Support CBnter, A Community CCf/aboratiwl: UnUM Way of Csmrat lewa, HotIuIs ot Osi<fIdgt), and Du Maims Public Sc!woIs 
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April 15, 1994 

President William J. Clinton 
1600 Penmylvania Avenue 
Washington. D.C_ 20500 

Dear President Clinton: 

As national. state and loeal organizations, we are united in otir efforts to promote the 
health and welfare of America's families, We have been following the C\1£reut welfare 
reform det>ate. and we are writing to express our concern about the harmful impact of the 
CHILD EXCLUSION proposal contained in the Administration's most recent draft phm 
(Possible Elenumts in the Welfare Reform Proposals. March 22, 1994, at p. 13). These 
provisions. similar to ones already adopted on an experimental basis in several stares, deny 
AFDC benefits to any child conceived and born afler !he family enroll. in the AFDC 
program. 

Our principal concern is: that child exclusioo plans bun the children of already 
impoverished families. By oompletely cutting off benefits for any child eoneeived while a 
family is on AFDC, the administration will punish irulOD:nt children and their siblings in 
families struggling 11) stretch meager resources jUst to provide the necessities for their 
children. 

Second, yeDJ'S of sociDl science scholarship. some of it DUthored by high-rllIlking 
officials in your own administration, make it clear that people make childbearing decisions 
for complex and varied reasons. The promise of a tiny incremental gain in welfare benefits 
is not an inducement to have addilioIUli children, In fact. the increased costs of another child 
are not nearly offset by the .additional benefits. 

Third, the Administration's support for child exclusion plans contravenes all of your 
other polldes and legislative initiatives to promote "healthy children, healthy families. H We 
applaud your advocacy of increased funding for Head Start and the Women. Infants and 
Children progrnm. to name Just two, However. proposing this particular welfare "reform" 
of excluding poor inftmts from basie stibsisrtnee coverage while supporting other programs 
for chUdren is. at best. counter~productive. 

Finally. any short-4erm rlSCAl saving to be gained from lhe exclusion of children from 
the welfare program will be more than outpilced by the long~term social costs of further 
impoverishing children and famHies already in distress. 

When you ran for President. you promised to be a champion for America's chlldren, 
We urge you to provide that leooership now by e.liminating the child exclusion from your 
Administration's welfare reform plan. Lest there be any misunderstanding. we believe that 
proposing a child exclusion as It "state option" is not an acceptable compromise. We view a 
state option as an open iuvitalion to the slales to deprive children of $ubsistence benefits, 
This approach is not a compromise, but rmher a failure of the Administration's promise 10 
America'! children, 

We would be happy to work with you to fulfill that promise. Toward that end, a 
delegation. of our organizations heteby requests Dmeeting with you, Mr. President, Thank 
you for your $Wid attention to our request and to the matter of child tx<:lusion. 



TOl Ert:ee Reed, 
• 

NOW Legal Defense and Edncatlon Fund 
ACLU (American CivB Liberties UIlIon) 

Advocates for youth (fonnerly The Cmter for Populati... Options) 

American Medical Student Association 


&.Ion Women's Health B001 CoUective 

Catholics for a Free Choice 


Center for Advancement nf Public Polky 

CLASP (Center for Law and Social Policy) 

Center for Reproductive Law and Polley 


Center for Women PoIky Studies 

Center for Women's Global Leadersbip 


Center on Social Welfare Policy and Law 

CbUd Welfare League of America 


Church Women United 

CoaHUon of Labor Union Women 


FamDy Service America 

Feminist Majority 


Food Research and Action Center 

Friends Committee on National Legislation 


Institute of Sisters of Mercy of the Americas, Leadership Team 

ISAR, A Clearinjhouse on Gralj.fi,root'J, Cooperado-n in Eurafiia 

Jewish Labor Committee 

Lutheran Office for Governmental Affairs, ELCA 


Legal Services of New .Jersey 

MANA, A National Latina Organization 


NAACP Legal Defense & EducaUonal Fund, Inc. 

NARAL (National Abortion and Reproductive Rights Action League) 


National Association of Child Advocates 

National Black Women's Health Project 


National Consumers League 

National CouncU of Chun:hes 


National Council of Jewisb Women 

National councU of Senior Citizens 


NEA (National Education Association) 

NOW (National Organization for Women) 


National Welfare Rights and Reform UIlIon 

National Women's Law Center 


NETWORK: A National Catholic Social .Justice Lobhy 

Planned Parenthood Federation of America 


Presbyterian Cburch (USA), D.C. om•• 

Puerto Rican Legal Defense & Education Fund 


ReHglolIs Coalition for Reproductive Cbolce 

StanislallS Conaty (CA) Welfare Rights Organization 


Unllarian UniversaUst Association, D.C. ome. 

United Church of Christ, Office for Cbun:h in Society 


Women of Color Partnersblp 

Women of Reform Judaism 


Women's Legal Defense FtIIId 

(]lsi .. rormallon) 4n7194 



To, Bruce Reed 	 Fro..: Kathleen Lvcn ~-27-94 4:16pm p. ~ of 4,_. 

cc: 	 The Hooorable Donna Shalala 
Alexis Herman 
Melanne Verveer 
Ricki Seidman 
Doris Matsui 
Carol Rasco 
Bruce Reed 
Mary Jo Bane 
David Ellwood 
Christine AIllle Varney 
John Podesta 
Michael Wald 
Patricia Sass 
Wendell Primus 



P,OlFAR NO, 5184425232SUNYA-PROVOST OFFICEAPR-27-94 ~ED 9:06 
.~, , ~ 

EAX TRANSMISSION 


The 
Nelson A. 
Rockefeller 
Institute 

TO: Bruce Reed 

FAX, {lOll 456-2878 

DATE: ApriU7. 1994 

FROM: Richard P. N.th.n Phone, {SI81442-5289 
Fox [S18] 442·5132 

of 
Government 

41 I SMt< S\tccl 
Nbany.Nell; York 
t220)"1003 

(118)442·1289 
(518) 442·5232 (Fa1() 

Rkbanl p, Ni.!IMn 
llil'tCll11 

Can I get any information with more highlights to write an op·cd 


supporting the Presiden", welfare plan? My fax number is (SI8) 


442·5232, 


1 am sure you are swamped. I know how hard this is. I've been 


there. I hope )OU are holding up and wish you we.lt. 


TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES INCUlDlNG THIS PAGE: 1 

'j I~ {,,,Mit: Pulky 1:n,NI1f[lt!' 

O/lnc 
Start: Univ'UsilJ viNttw }'ori: 



Fruit; Kathleen lV!ln 4-2H14 4:15pm p. 1 of 4 

To: Bruce Reed Date: 4-27-94 

From: Kathleen Lyon Page 1 of 4 

Please see the att.ached letter, which was originally sent on April 15. 
Almost 50 national, state and local groups have now joined this call to 
eliminate the child ellcluaion from tho Administration's Welfare Reform 
Proposal. 

, . 
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