
March 10, 2000 

Dr. Robert A. Corrigan 
President 
San Francisco State University 
1600 Holloway Avenue 
San Francisco, California 94132 

Dear Robert: 

Thank you your letter updating me on 
the response higher education community 
to the America Reads program. I'm delighted that 
nearly 1,350 col s and universities have joined 
the program, and I'm impressed by what you have 
accomplished. You're doing a tremendous job. 

As you well know, one of my top priorities 
is to ensure that every child in our country can 
read. When my Administration launched America 
Reads, we asked involvement from every segment 
of our society, and I'm so pleased that you are at 
the forefront of this effort. Best wishes. \ 

Sipcerely, , 'BILL CUtmlM 
BC/CKS/DDA/DC/ckb ckb (Corres. #7101997) 
(2;corrigan.ra.doc) 

Brooks, w/inc 
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The President 
WhiteHouse 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Clinton: 

Three years ago, you challenged the American people to help assure that all 
children can read independently and well by the end of the third grade. You particularly 
challenged higher education institutions to usea portion of their Federal Work-Study 
funds to engage students in this effort. ' . 

As chair of the Steering Committee of College and University Presidents for the 
America Reads/Counts Challenge, I am writing to give you an update on higher 

~catia.t!] resp~se to th~. ~.srica Rew§ Challenge. - ~-

In my opinion, America Reads may become one ofyour administration's greatest 
successes. To date, nearly 1350 colleges and universities have signed on to the America 
Reads Challenge,. and these colleges have developed exciting and effective programs that 
are helping America's children l<earn to read. The enclosed study, "Reading Together," 

. describes how colleges in one state, California, are condu~ting tutoring programs and 
highlights five institutions' exemplary programs. 

Besides deploying so many college students as tutors, America Reads has given 
new life to the FederaIWorI,c-Study program, as evidenced by many institutions' 
rethinking of their use ofFWS funds to concentrate more heavily on meaningful work for 
students in service positjons. The Congressional addition of a requirement to raise the 
percentage of Federal Work-Study funds for jobs in community service and a 
requirement of areading tutoring program on each campus has helped focus the emphasis 
on America Reads. In addition, the Department of Education's program for using 
reallocated FWS funds for community service has allowed numerous America Reads 
programs to expand. 

I am very proud of my colleagues who represent higher education interests and 
my institutional peers who have embraced America Reads so enthusiastically. The 
associations, led by the American Council on Education, eagerly took on the task of 
recruiting colleges to America Reads as their part of the agreement to make this program 
voluntary. My steering committee colleagues also worked tirelessly to recruit institutions 
in their states and regions. 

3 20DO 

The California Stale University: Bakersfield, Channel Islands, Chico, Dominquez Hills, ·Fresno,. Fullerton, Hayward, Humboldt, long Beach, los Angeles, 
Maritime Academy, Monter~y Bay, Nonhridge, Pomona, Sacramento, San Bernardino, San Diego, San Francisco, San Jose, San luis Obispo, San Marcos, Sonoma, ·Slanislaus 



I also am grateful for the commitment that the U. S. Department ofEducation, 
especially Secretary Riley and ,Carol Rasco, and the Corporation for National Service, 
under Harris Wofford, have made to America Reads. These agencies have provided 
leadership, support, and assistance to colleges and their programs in the form of 
workshops, conferences, and materials of the highest quality. 

There also has been an outpouring ofcorporate, involvement in America Reads 
that includes advertising, recruitment, books,supplies and other support to college 
programs. 

While it is difficult to quantify the actual overall effects of tutoring through 
America Reads programs, we can relate several outcomes, based on the results of 
"Reading Together," and other evidence. First, college students are eagerly participating 
in America Reads for their campus jobs. Many are staying in the program for two or 
more years. Most importantly, their experiences as tutors are helping them think about 
becoming teachers after graduation . 

. The America Reads programs' are being carefully crafted with significant 
cooperation from school' partners. The colleges are preparing tutors well for their work 
with young children, presenting training before the tutors start and during their time with 
the students . '.' . . . 
The tutors also are creating long-term relationships with the young children--an added 
dimension .. 

Finally, the colleges are developing America Reads programs that will last. 

In November '1998, the U. S. Department ofEducation expanded the America 
Reads Challenge to encompass mathematics tutoring and called this new effort "America 
Counts." So far, nearly 400 colleges have signed on for this effort, and more institutions 
are expected to join. We hope that America Counts will be as successful as America 
Reads when it reaches its third birthday! 

I remain committed to the America Read/Counts Challenge and look forward to 
more success'in'the future! . 

Best wishes for the holidays--and the 21st Century! 

Enclosure 

The California State University: Bakersfield, Channel Islands, Chico, Dominquez Hills, Fresno, Fullerton, Hayward, Humboldt, long Beach, Los Angeles,. 

Maritime Academy, Monterey Bay, Northridge, Pomona, Sacramento, San Bernardino, San Diego, San Francisco, San Jose, San Luis Obispo, San Marcos, Sonoma, Stanislaus 
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The White House 

, Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

Three years ago, you challenged the American people to help assure that all 
children can read independently and well by the end of the third grade. You particularly 
'challenged higher education institutions to use a portion of their Federal Work-Study 
funds to engage students in this effort. 

, 'As chair of the Steering Committee ofCollege and University Presidents for the 
America Reads/Counts Challenge, I am writing to give :tou an u}2date on higher ' 
education's response to the, America Reaas Challenge. , "''' I '"'=:'":--'''''''' 

..-~~... ~':I~~!'I:>t;AI~M·~w..·~~~",,~~~~,ntM&i.~~~~~ 

, In my opinion, America Reads may become one ofyour administration's greatest 
successes. To date, nearly 135,0 colleges and universities have signed on to the America 
Reads Challenge, and these colleges have devele>ped exciting and effective programs that 
are helping America's children learn to read. The endosedstudy, "Reading Together," 
describes how colleges in one state, California, qre conducting tutoring programs and 
highlights five institutions' exemplary programs. 

Besides deploying so many college students as tutors, America Reads has given 
new life to the Federal Work-Study prograpl, as evidenced by many institutions' 
rethinking of theiruse ofFWS funds to concentrate more heavily ot:J. meaningful work for 
students in service positions. The Congressional addition ofa requirement to raise the 
percentage ofFederal Work-Study funds for jobs in community service and a ' 
requirement of aieading tutoring program on each campus have helped focus the 
emphasis on America Reads. In addition, the Department ofEducation's program for 
using reallocated FWS funds for community service has allowed numerous America 
Reads programs to expand. 

I am very proud ofmy colleagues who represent higher education interests and 
my institutional peers who have embraced America Reads so enthusiastically. The 
associations, led by the American Council on Education, eagerly took on the task of 
recruiting colleges to America Reads as their part ofthe agreement to make this proiram 
voluntary. My steering committee colleagues also worked tirelt::sslyto recruit institUtions 
in their states and regions. 

I also am grateful for the commitment that the U.S. Department ofEducation, 
especially Secretary Riley and Carol Rasco, and the Corporation for National Service, 
under Harris Wofford, have made to America Reads. These agencies have provided ? (),: U 

, The California State University: Bakersfield, Channel Islands, Chico, Dominquez Hills, F'resno, Fullerton, Hayward, Humboldt, Long Beach, Los Angeles, 
Maritime Academy, Monterey Bay, Northridge, Pomona, Sacramento,'San Bernardino; San Diego, San francisco, San Jose, San Luis Obispo, San Marcos, Sonoma, Stanislaus 
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leadership, support, and assistance to colleges and their programs inthefonn of 
workshops, conferences, and materials of the highest quality .. 

I . ., , 

There also has been an outpouring ofcorporate involveine~t in America Reads . 
that includes advertiSing, recruitment, books, supplies and other support to college . 
programs. 

While it is difficult to quantify the actUal overall effects of tutoring through . 
America Reads programs, we can relate several outcomes, based on the results of . 
"Reading Together," and other evidence. First, college students are eagerly participating 
in America Reads for their campus jobs. Many are staying in the program for two or . 
more years. Most importantly, their experiences as tutors·are helping them think about 
becoming teachers after graduation. . .. 

The America Reads programs are being carefully crafted witp. significant 
. cooperation from school partners. The colleges are preparing tutors well for theirwork . 
with young children,presenting training before the tutors start and during .their time with 
the students. The tutors also ~e creating long-tenn relationships with the young children, 
an added dimension. 

Finally, the colleges~edevelopingAmerica Reads programs that wil1last 

In November 19Q8~the U. S. Department ofEducation expanded the America .. 
Reads Challenge to encompass mathematics tutoring and called this new effort "America 
Counts." So far, nearly 400 colleges have signed on for this effort, and more institutions 

. are expected to join. We hope that America Counts will be as successful as America 
Reads when it reaches its third birthday! 

. . 

I remain comrirltted to. the America Read/Counts Challenge and look forWard to 
more success in the future! . 

Best wishes for the holidays--and the 2ist Century! 
. ....__~" - "I • . 

Sincerely· yours, 

... ~ .. 

President 

Cc: The Honorable Richard Riley, Secretary ofEducation 
Enclosure 

.. The California State University:. Bakersfield, Channel Islands, Chico, Dominquez Hills, Fresno, Fullerton, Hayward, Humboldt, ton~Beach, Los Angeles, . 
. MaritIme Academy, Monterey Bay, Northridge, Pomona, Sacramento, San Bernardino, San Diego, San Francisco, San Jose, San Luis Obispo, San Marcos, Sonoma. Stanislaus 
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Clinton Presidential Records 
Digital Records Marker 

This is not a presidential record. This is used as an administrative 
marker by the William J. Clinton Presidential Library Staff. 

This nlarker identifies the place of a publicati~n. 
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Publications have not been scanned in their entirety for the purpose 
of digitization. To see the full publication please search online or 

visit the Clinton Presidential Library's ~esearch Room. ' 
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.READING TOGETHER: 

CALfFORNIA CAM·PUSES 

AND COlVIMUNITIES 

CONNECT THROUGH 

AMERICA I~EADS 

PrepJred with Support from 

the James Irvine Founciation 

"/Iarsh;:t Adler, Ph.D. 

Director, Higher Education 

;\rneric;:t Reads/Counts Ch;llienge 


