i

’

10.

11.

ISSUES REGARDING CHILDREN DISMISSED AT WMST

Notices not mailed in sufficient time for parents to plan placements for their children.
Notices were mailed out 9/25 & 9/26/98, some parents not notified at all.

No emergency meeting called to inform parents of this crisis situation that was being
forced upon our children

There was an abrupt dismissal of the children.

The errors made in the audit. Students applications dates were erroneously made by the
auditors. How will it be rectified. There are children on the rolls who registered after
children who have been taken off the rolls. There are students who came from Ballou
who were promised that would be given priority, but were still dropped from the roll.

Children enrolling in other schools are being told they must catch up with the classes in
the their studies who have been transferred to another school.

Students who have been dropped off the rolls, are still not enrolled in schools. Schools
are not readily accepting the children being transferred from WMST.

There has been emotional and mental stress caused by this situation for both students and
parent. '

Students have missed Standford 9 Testé.

School curriculum our students were in at WMST is not being offered at other schools
children are being transferred to. ‘

Administration needs to be organized. Records are missing.

Students are forced to register.in schools after these schools have opened six weeks,

causing our children to be placed at a disadvantage by having to catch up in all classes .

(; .



THESE ARE OUR DEMANDS

1. We want fhese students reinstated effective tomorrow morning, Thursday October 8,
1998 8:30 a.m. :
2. We want mental as well as educational counseling for these students.
3. - We are demanding a formal written apology to these students.
4. We demand the names of parents serving on your board of trustees

-

5. We wanf assurance that this willJfiot happen again.
’v/’ M/e{ Ay,

10/5/94




PETITION FOR{.RE ENROLLMENT SUPPORT FOR KICKED AND FORCED
our AFRICAN STUDENTS OF THE WASHINGTON MATH SCIENCE
B '_I‘ECHNOLOGYVPUBLIC CHARTER HIGH SQHOOL

To: Chairwoman Josephine Baker of the D.C. Public Charter School
Board, Executive Dir,ector Nelson Smiih also of the D.C. Public Charter School
Board, Chéirméiri of the Board of Trustees, Steve Gladis for.the Washington
Math Science Technology Public Charter High School, Chairman Chris White,
The Krisam Group Apple Tree Institute Executive Board, Senior Fellow Robert

'D. Gaudet, Apple Tree Institute for Education Innovation, Director of |
Operations Betsy S. Lynch Apple Tree Institute for Education Innovation,
'Managing Director Jack McCarthy Apple Tree Institute for Education
Innovation, E\/Ianaging Director Lex Towle Apple Tree Institute for Education
Innovation, City Councilman Jack Evans Ward 2, Mayor Elect Anthony
Williams, U.S. Secretary of Education Richard Riley, Chairwoman Alice Rivilin
DC Financial Reéﬁonsibility and Management,Ass_i,slta_r;t Aufhgrity, Director
of. Management Accountability Russell Smi\_h

Whereas, thirty-five African American students already enrolled for three
_weeks at the Washington Math Science Technology Public Charter High School
at 401 M Street S.W., Washington D.C. was kicked out and forced to transfer
to other schools. _

Whereas, some of the parents of the students kicked out were not
notified. Whereas, notices were not maﬂed in sufficient time for parents to
plan school placements for their children.

Whereas, there were no emergency meetings called to inform parents of
this crisis situations that was being forced upon our children. Whereas, there
was an abrupt dismissal of the children.

Whereas, there were errors made in the audit. Students’ application



Whefeas there are students from Ballou Senior High School who were

'.promised. that would be given priority but were still ciropped from the roles.
' 'Whereas chﬂdren who-were forced to enroll to-other schoolsare: being told
they must catch up with the classes in their studies."

| Whereas of October 7, 1998 among students kicked out approximately 5-
9 were not enrolled in any schools Some schools were not readily accepting the
* children being transferred from the Washington Math Smence ’I‘echnology
Public Charter High School. '
'~ Whereas, some of the paferits and students have suffered emotional and

mental stress caused by these blaf.ten, gross, negligent, managerial errors.

Whereas, some of the students have missed the Standford 9 Test due to
the over enrollment problems. In addition, enrollment of two hundred students

was tk;equpta; hQW‘??ﬁnZ?Q Astliider.xtvs wefe_ ad@tteq fsr three weeks. .
| Whereas, transfers to other-schools did not correspond with the
currieulurﬁ of W.M.S.T. Public Charter High"School. Whereas, some of the
‘ school records were reported missing. Whereas, students were forced to register
in schools after these schools have opened si}c'weeks causing our children to be
Pplaced at a disadvantage by having to catch up in all classes. Whereas, of
" October 1998 at the PSTA Meeting it was ascertained that there is currently a
‘book and teacher shortage.

Whereas, pursuant the October.7,1998 parents and Board of Trustee
Meeﬁng,-the board chairman, Steve Gladis promised parents that he would
correspond with chairwoman Josephine Baker of the District of Columbia
Public Charter School Board to present the issue over enrollment problem and

to request permission to increase their quota. However, to date we have not



Therefore he parents of WMS’I‘ Charter High School as. Well as’
. concemed c _izens demand that (1) all students effected by these allegations of - -
' facts be allowed to be expediently re- enrolled if they SO choose with parental |
authority 2} 1f space or fundlng 1s needed that the U.S. Secretary of -
Education Rjehard Rlley, mandate chairwomen Alice Rlv]m and Josephme
Baker to accommodate these students If the Secretary does not have the.
authority to order the above ofﬁeials to comply, then we request that the

-

appropriate officals would act on this request.
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WASOINGTON MATH SCIENCE TECANOLOGY
PUBLIC CHARTER HIGO SCHOOL

September 24, 1998

Dear Parents of  Zakia Cummings

We are very sorry to inform you that our school is over enrolled for the space available.
In order to alleviate the space problem and follow our plan of enrolling 200 students in the school,
we must transfer students according to their application dates. Each student who will be
transferred has been assigned a wait list number and will be invited back to the school on a

permanent basis as other students transfer.

In this process, we offer you the following assistance and support:

. identification and recommendation of schools/ programs

. assistance in transferring to another school by coordinating
with the schodl - ’

. opportunity to participate in Saturday and/or special programs

(Aflter school, summer, etc.,) .

Efforts have becn made to contact you by telephone prior to your receiving this letter.
However, if we were not able to discuss the enroliment problems with you, piease call me at
(202) 488-1996 so that you may receive assistance in transferring your child. Our goal for
completing the transfer process js Friday, September 25, 1998. '

I appreciate your interest in the Washington Math Science Technology Public Charter
High School. I look forward to your cooperation and assistance in this difficult transfer process.

Sincerely yodrs,

- >3 vy Y fipfreaens

) ' Mary H. Johnson

.,{, /{ ) o | Principal
P e S
VRIS

\:\")"\\
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Good Moming.
[ am Livingston V. Cummings, father of Zakia Najah Cummings, she is a student
enrolled at the Washington Math Science Technology Public Charter High School. Iam

also a member of this school’s PTSA and Seabrook Elementary School’s PTSA in P.G.

County.

Mr. Chairman, my daughter and 34 other African-American classmates were kicked out
| {
and forced to transfer against their will and interest from their school to other D.C.

schools after being accepted and enrolled for three weeks.

The Principal, Dr. Mary Johnson; Managing Director, Jack McCarthy; Board of Trustees
Chairman, Dr. Steve Gladis; and the Chairwoman of the D.C. Public Charter School
Board, Josephine Baker all admit that the school quota was 200, and that 250 students
were admitted and 35 students had to go. It must also be noted that, as of October 7,
1998, ten students were not placed anywhere. Howe\;er, the Chairman of the Board,
Steve Gladis, ordered that those students be re-enrolled. My daughter and another
student included. The Chairman also stated that he would correspond to address the 35
students about re-enrollment to Chairwoman Baker. Please see the attached letters, dated

October 8, and October 21, 1998.

It must be noted and submitted for the record that there were issues and demands

submitted to the Board of Trustees from parents on October 7, 1998, and to date, pursuant



the November 5, 1998 PTSA meeting, stating that enrollment has increased to 212

students.

[t appears that the other 23 African-Americans are not allowed re-enrollment to the
Washington Math Science Technology Public Charter High School. Why is this
occurring? Will they ex;'er have an opportunity for re-enrollment? Chairwoman Baker
stated to me, “that the charter will not allow nor would federal law allow her to
accommodate these 23 students”. When asked, if funding would be available now, would
she accommodate? She stated, “no”. Why can’t she accommodate? Why can’t an
emergency supplement appropriation be given so that these students, extra teachers and
.space, if needed, pursuant to the Higher Education Amendment of 1998, P.LL.105-244, are

appropriated?

We would like this commuttee to take appropriate action to the D.C. House and Senate
Appropriation Committees; Superintendent, Arlene Ackerman; Chairwoman, Alice
Rivlin, of the D.C. Financial Responsibility and Management Assistant Authority;
Secretary of Education, Richard Riley; and the Executive Board of Appletree Institute for

Education Innovation.

. They have not to my
knowledge and those students are not re-enrolled, as of yet. These students basic human

and civil liberties must and will be protected!



It must be noted that as of 'Octcbe‘r 7, 1998, there was only one African-American seated
on the Board of Trustees for Washington Math Science Technology Public Charter High
School and the Executive Board for Appletree Institute for Education Innovation.
HoweVer, pursuant to, we now have four African-Americans seated and three Caucasians.
See the attached November 5, 1998 PTSA minutes. For the record, these three
Caucasians are guilty of mismanagement and should not be seated. Since this school is
over 95% African-American, we must have a majority in the Board of Trustees and the
Executive Board of the Appletree Institute for Education Innovation of Washington,

D.C., to protect our interest and representation for our youths.

Finally, Mr. Chairman, keep in mind that in October 1994 this country ratified the
International Convention on the Elimination OF ALL FORMS OF RACIAL
DISCRIMINATION ratified October 21, 1994, by President Clinton, U.N. Treaty Series,

Volume 660, Page 195.

Public officials must stand up to this treaty. We await your response.
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Washington Math Science Technology
Public Charter High School

8 October 1998

Honorable Joscphine Baker

Chairwoman

District of Cotumbia Public Charter Sclicol Board
1717 K Street, N.\W. ~ Suite 802 ‘
Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear Mrs. Baker

We have experienced serious difficulties in our first year's admissions and
ervrollment process resulting primanly from misunderstandings regarding the
eligibility of students converting from Baliou Math Scence Technology Academy,
and from the revised residency requirements implemented this year.

As you krow, we applied for 200 seats in the first year. Your board approvad
that request, with our charter application.

We have worked diligently, within the guidance provided by the statute. our
plan and your staff, to resolve our situation with our guiding prinapal being to co
everything we can to minimize disruption to children’s education. In a recent
meeting of our Board of Trustees, parents of affected students asked us to request of
your Board an increase in our permitted enrollment of 235 students.

We recognize the policy and financial difficulties which this request qeates,
but nonetheless we respectfully request the increase to provide additional seats for
those students whose school years have been adversely affected to date.

Thank you for your prompt consideration of this request.

Sincerely yours,

e s

Dr. Steven Gladis
Chairman
Board of Trustees

401 M Strest, SW, Washington, D.C. 20024 -- Ttiephone 202/188-3990


http:minim.i.ze

Deo 15 86 10120a 202-007-5026

I -

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL BOARD

October 21, 1998

Dr. Steven Gladis

Chairman

‘Board of Trustees

Washington Math Science Technology
Public Charter High School

401 M Street, SW

Washington, DC 20024

Dear Dr. Gladis:

The DC Public Charter School Board has received your letter of October 8,
conveying a request for an enrallment increase.

As you know, the charter for Washingten Math Science Technology Public
Charter High School was finalized just prior to the opening of school. That charter
incorparates an enrcliment fimit of 200 students for this academic year, a figure

requested by the school corporation in its application,

The Board is aware of the overenrcliment problem at WMST, and of the
cummendable steps taken aiready by the school administration to clardy
procedures and find altemate placements for the affected students.

While it is encouraging that so many young peopie wish to attend the schoul, the
terms of your charter are clear. it is the resporisibility of the schoot's Board of
Trustees ta ensure compliance with the enraliment limit specified in the school's
charter. | know that you will cortinue your efforts to meet that obligaticn.

With best wishes for a successful schoof year, | remain

Sincerely ,
/4

9;41 ﬂ .f)f;t}

&

Jossphine Baker

Chair

1717 K Street, NW. * Suite 802 - Washington, D.C. 20006 - (202)887-5011 * Fax: (202)88/-5026

n
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