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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH INGTON 

December 15, 1999 

MEMORANDUM FOR 	 BRUCE REED 
DOMESTIC POLICY COUNCIL 

FROM: 	 CHARLES M. BRAIN 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 

SUBJECT: 	 PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

Enclosed please find a copy of a letter tha~ was sent to the 
President from Sen. Paul S. Sarbanes (D-MD).I 

< i 
I do not believe this letter requires a Predidential response at 
this time. Please review the attached lett~r and respond 
directly to the Member(s) of Congress. PleJse forward a copy of 
the response to th~ Office of Records Manag~ment, Room 72 Old 
Executive Office Building. <: < 

Thank you very much for your "assistance in JhiS matter. If you 
have any questions, please I free to call Courtney Crouch, 
Office of Legislative Affairs, at 456-7500. ' 

Enclosure 
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November' 23, 1999 

The Honorable Bill Clinton' 
jThe White House 

Washington, D~C" 20500 

Dear Mr. Pre$ident: 
t 

Enclosed please find a copy of correspondence my office has 
recently received from my constituent, Gwynh MacDonald and . 
Patric Fox MacDonald, expressing interestl· in partnering with 
the Administration in establishing a tangible reward for children 
through the "I Love to Read" project. I 

I 

Ms. MacDonald has created a '''Winner's ~adge ~nd Certificate" 
which she proposes to piesent to the President for his 
accomplishments in promoting reading and cO,mmunication. Ms. 
MacDonald believes that this award, which would be a recognizable 
symbo.1 of the "I Love To Read ll project, woU:ld kickoff and 
promote a literacy campaign and highlight Literacy as a na'tional·. 
priority. The Winner's Badge would be awar;ded across the country 
to each. eligible elementary school and lit~racy program student 
to celebrate their accomplishment in learnfng to read and 
communicate, whether in text, braille, or sign language.

I ' 

In my view, this project would be a tJrrif way to reward 
students for their efforts in learning to {ead and who have 
worked so hard to achieve this badge. It (USC ·compliments the 
Administration's goal of having all children reading by the 3rd 
grade and stresses the value of literacy i+_our society. 

I 
Thank you for your attention to this ~atter. I look forward 

to your response. 

With best .regards , 

. ,,' '," ;Pol 
" 

. I' 

Pa'ul Sa1rbanes 
. Up'ited 

, i 
IStates Senator 
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,T 'H'E Wr)rN'N'E R"S IB 14 "OF' h.fE'··iI, I . l \ .: ,I..., .., _ .' ~.,~_ L '" I"" ~~ ~L~ 
(sponsor) is delighted to participate in the 


I LOVE TO READ project by sponsoring the mnner's Jadge. 


(Sponsor) and your community, local and nationa 


recognize your achievement of reading and commun;Cti I ion. 


Sponsor's messageWe honor and celebrate your 

accomplishment of Reading and 
Communication. 

President's 
Name DateSeal o DA Winner 

READING IS THE IBEGINNING OF A LIFETI ¥IE ADVENTURE 
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WASHINGTON 

December 15, 1999 

MEMORANDUM FOR BRUCE REED 
DOMESTIC POLICY COUNCIL 

FROM: CHARLES M. BRAIN 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

Enclosed please find a copy of a letter that was sent to the 
President from Sen. Paul S. Sarbanes (D-MD). 

I do not believe this letter requires a Pres~dential response at 
this time. Please review the attached letter and respond 
directly to the Member(s) of Congress. Plea$e forward a copy of 
the response to th~ Office of Records Managefuent, Room 72 Old 
Executive Office Building. I 

<Thank you very much for your assistance in this matter. If you 
have any questions, please feel free to calli Courtney Crouch, 
Office of Legislat Affairs, at 456-7500. I 
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I 

I 

Enclosure 
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November' 23 ,1999'-------------'-;~------

The Honorable Bill Clinton' 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 
I 

Enclosed please find a copy of correspondence my office has 
recently received from my constituent, Gwynn: MacDonald and 
Patricia Fox MacDonald, expressing interest'lin partnering with 
the Administration in establishing a tangib]e reward for children 
through the "I Love to Read ll proj ect. ! 

Ms. MacDonald has created a 'IIWinner's ~adge and Certificate" 
, ' I 

which she proposes to present to the President for his 
accomplishments in promoting reading and co~munication. Ms. 
MacDonald believes that this award, which wduld be a recognizable 
symbo,l of the II I Love To Read II proj ect, wou]d kick off and 
promote a literacy campaign and highlight l~teracy as a na'tional " 
priority. The Winner's Badge would be awarded across the country 
to each igible elementary school and lite~acy program student 
to celebrate their accomplishment in learnirtg to read and 

I 

communicate, whether in text, braille, or s~gn language. 

In my view, this project would be a tel1Tific way to reward 
students for their efforts in learning to read and who have 
worked so hard to achieve this badge. It at so. ,compliments the 
Administration'S goal of having all children reading by the 3rd 
grade and stresses the value of literacy in~bur society. , ' 

• J. ' 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I look forward 
to your response.j 

, ' , I 

With best regards, 
, ISi;(F)t,

' ..... 

~J. ' I 
Paul Sarbanes 
United States Senator 
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fTrH,E W1I!NNLER'S JJ3~~IDGtJE 
(sponsor) ;s delighted to participate in the 

I LOVE TO READ project by sponsoring the U'ltnner's ~adge. 
(Sponsor) and your community, local and nationa 

recognize your achievement 0/ reading and commun;Cti I;on. 

We honor and celebrate your 
accomplishment of Reading and 

Communication. 

President's 
Seal Name Date 

A Winner 

Sponsor's message 

o D 
REA DIN G IS THE IS E GIN N I N G OF A L IF E T I ¥'I E A D V E N T U R E 
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fTilis year's Willner's Badge was designed by artist Sllaul Tsemach. 

A nalive of Israel, Shaul Tsemach is a gratluale of Bezalel Acatlemy of Art & Design in 
}erus"lem, and a recipient of the Sharet Foundation (America-Israel Cultural Foumlation). In 
198/ l1e movetl to U.S. where he worked as a senior graphic designer and illustrator with JHU 
Desi~1I & Puhlkalion. His works rt."CeivI.J awards anti recognitions from CASE (Council for 
Allvancement and Support of Education, USA), UCDA, and Print Magazine. He is the art 
direcldf of the award-wining Johns Hopkins Magazine, amillas his own studio in Baltimore, 
where he creales etlitorial art for magazines and book puhli.llCrs. 

The "I LOVE TO READ" Projl.'Ct is a partner of the Center for the Book in the Library of 
Cong,·es9·in its natirinal "Builtling a Nation of Readers: campaign. The Library of COilgress is 
the b rgest library in the worl"- Its Center for the Book was established in 1977 10 stimulale 

'.. interest in hooks, rea,ling, and Iihraries. For more information, visil the Center's \'{leh 
site al \vww.1oc.gov.~fbook 

./. r 
~ 

~.".,.
C;; :=tuT 

The Maryland School for the Blind is honored to be included as a benefiCiary of "I LOVE TO 
READ" Project's Winner's Badge. We 'Wklehe<:trtedly support the iI1~lltion of this badg~J() 
encourag~'~~J';-;ard'students for their participation in the wonderful world of reading. The 
Marylund School for the Blind is a private, nonprofit organization founded in 1853 to serve 
studenls who are blind, visually impairetl and multi·disahtJ from infancy to age 2LIt is the only 
school of its type in the state, servi~g both residential and out reach students. 

The \Vinner's Badge is a trademark of Great Pyrenees Productions, Inc., a non-profit 
company that c~eates imaginative enlertainment that educates. In the "I LOVE TO READ" 
project, Great Pyrenees productions, Inc., has a personal commitment to support the Presiden­
tial cffc,rt to challenge and awaken the learning skills of an individual, to read, to write and to 
communicate whetber it be in text, Braille or Sign '''A gootl story is a good story no matter 
how it is told!" 

Copyright 1999 

, i 

,l
~ 
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Attn. Darryl Kcik')' 

Lc:gislatj\l~ /\.<;r.istant, S.::ru:tor P,\ul SW'banes 

f.ux. 201-224.1651 

I 
I 

J.)C:ll' Dun'):) : . 	 . 

Per yo:l.lT c,~m'ersation v.~th rrish. I am bulle"ting poUlt'! as to why wc feel the "1 Love to Read'" Pl;oject with Winner', 
Badgo lind Ccrtir.e9~. fits beautifully with the Presidential initiative America Rt:ad:r Challenge. lmd why i:l1, "I Love 
to Read" Pl'oject kick-off at tho \\lllite House with the inattg1lral Winnel"s Bodge and Certificate being presented to 
the Pre<iident for hi$ accomplishment of reading and communication ,vould give the right and impo!rtant emphas.is to this 
ilccO!T1piishment for evay child ""ho receives. the .!33dge thereafter. In short. having the m$ide.nt re'c:eive the Winn.l'·s 
Badge and C...rtUitatt. cnI.'O~S: and prQrno1.Cs literacy as our I1I1lional priority while (;elcbrati~ it in an entirdy nev.: 

. 	 ! 
way. 

The Pr~.~idetlt',; Coalition CO'( Amf:1'lCil Rc3ds was forme<!. in response to l'rl:siJcnt Clinton'lS 1997 c~U to organizations to 
en.~urc that ¢\-ety ch!ld i~ s. good reader by the c:nd of third grade. . l 
• 	 The-"'1 Luvc to Relld" Proj~ct with the ,\Vinnt'r'$ &dg... and Cc.rtifi~~t.t ~tlAhlisbeJ an ~rly !lbmm..rd of 

e~l1l1l1'nce bl1ginning when :l child is In tho lint grade and follows through in the nc()nd and third gnd.clll to 
continue that standard llnd &4!ttinl!!, th.. tone for tin rest ofa child's school yelllrs, I 

Ame:n.:a Reads. ius spearheaded a pro-literacy m(~'-c:ment focusilll! on children 1.Illder age 9 which ~ti S'I'.'C:pt through 
(;.;)mmurutielS 3C!'t~~S the nation. In the word.~ of Carol H. Rasco, f)il'\."(;tor of the .America R~ Ch211enge, "The 
momentum is with us for a brellkthTough in lItu.d.ent reud:ing achievement." But, as Sccrc:tary Riley ~ajd to mcmbeIs of 
the President's Coalition for America Read:,_ "\'Vc must build on the: mOlllentum of the thous:mds ofvoluntem working 
to help chiJdn:n read and enc.OurlfSc even more. to get involved­
• 	 Mt)mtntull'! !! crucisJ which h wby we treated tht Winn$!r'~ n",dge and CtrtifiC'ato to un~~ th. diverse 

liter.'u:y dTom and edutationa% progr.JIIIS in a culmlna'ing celebration that focuM's on tile .Uud~Dt's 
9thievemont "id.1 natlon""ide ACOf,nitlon. A", with other W'h!te Hou.~e traditions that brine the nation 
to2t!th...· whe1tu~r for:m Easb.'r Egg Hunt or Trn And M.nor:ah-li~hti~e, ~ Wblte HouseiWinnor's &dgo 
" ... ..,tlJ'~..)' ......!... ~.. all ....'ut t'U b"iug tI.... 'Ulti"U t"'¥"'I...... · t.......11., NUU..... tI.... 1,'"'.·....:1 ,.." .. I.......a ur "Lit......,,", 'u 
partnerdlip!l with their schooh and communitio!l. The v\rillner'a Blldgll is an opportunitY for grell~r 
engagf.'D,ent of private enterprl",. sponson. institutions. literacy program" and the I~o~$ or mentol'!! and 
tuton Bnd othfT ,'olunteer.l~ an t\-'e.nt A( the 'White House 1:01 an opportunity to t:«ebrale ~eryone involved. 

I 
The Presidentinl efforts in the w;\r on illiteracy n3ve sought to help ~ child It:Qm tn re3Ci, including Engli!;h L:mguage 

r.eamer.< and student!! with disahilities. I 


• 	 The ""nnw's BadRI! III the only badge we know that says "I Love To Rlllld" In ~s.t. BraUle and Sign 

Language. Tbis Is bec:aU!Jt' it 13 important Ibr evtry child reprdll1b of hi,/ber uniqw ch~!lengftl to lC!'.3m to 

reAd And communlaat. whtther it's in tut., Braille or Sign Language. I 


I 

~,.mgre$$ ?~ec. ~!1e RcneE::£. =::::e.J!enee AI::!, the bo!deliOt child literacy taw ofthe p3'St thirty years.. kirich aWMds its 
flISt gr:L'lts in' : 999. Governors and legislatures In Ute majority of states are takmg decisive action td oombllt i1litc:rac:y. 
with more tha."l 20 sto1al posiing new laws :""1 recl:l)t yt.>3!'S: 	 ! 
• 	 The.- st8u or l'-buY:And hall ad(lPtIPd lh. WinnC'r', &sdg. into tbtir REA Grant pro.,..ms :tit A Iuoy support 


to thel!t. i 

. 	 I 

FmaUy. the Winner's Badge is Q quantifiable me:t1!Ufe <:>fthc success inAmeriC(1'~ ~ on illiteracyiin the sense that 
each Badge handed out T\.-present'l Ii new reader in our community. It is our vision that at the end of.csch year in our 
nation's ~.,;t3l there "\'ould be an nffi6al and JOyful polling o( the state~, e.g: -rhis year mil State bfl/'irginia Qdd~d 
150,000 new r~adlrs t() the US-oi!" 	 I 

Plea.'ie let me 'knew if I can help in any further disCIl..'UJion of the above. Th.-mks. ~h':et. / I ~~_ . 
Gwvnn McDon..'lld-	 ,
Orellt PyrencC$ Prods. 

PAGE. 01 
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JHEWHITE HOUSE' 

,WASHIN.GTON 

December 15, 1999 

I 

I 

I , Dear Senator Sarbanes.: 

Thank you "for your letter tothe~reslident regarding your 
constituents, Gwynn MacDonald arid Patrici~ Fox Ma~Donald, ~n~ the 
\\ I Love to Read" project." " .'. I..) " 
. .1 have shared your concerns with the tPresident and his other 
advi~ors~ and you wi . receive.a responselirithe neai future. In 
the meantime, if I cah be of assistance to you, please do .not 
hesitate to contact me~1 . 

'Best wishes. 

Sincere~y, .. ;, 

~~ 
. i 

Char ' M. BraJ.n'j 
Deputy Assistant: to the President 
and Deputy Direptor for Legislative 
Affairs. 

. I 

I 

ThS Honorabl~ Paul S. Sarbaties 
United Stites Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

I' 
I
I, . 

. , \ 

\. 

I 
I 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

,WASH INGTON 

ce(Jit: cr
August 18. ~OOO 

I ' 
~ I 	 Rced 

ChelA..j 
/'CCic) fc( 

rjLd t))(,;d i 
MEMORANDGM TO THE\~'JSIDENT fe'" Kc,? IL) 

FROM: 	 Bruce Reed 
Barbara Chow 

SUBJECT: 	 DPC Weekly Report 
I 
I 
I 

Education :. Federal Funds Reaching the Needy: This week tHe Department of Education 
released a report showing that federal education dollars help level the playing field betv;een high 
and low-poverty schools. T~ re.E~Jlru;ls..thal..sta d 'ernments actually distribute 

avera e tundin to oorer districts whereas federal funds are tar eted to t ose Istricts. 
Districts in the hi hest overt e-w 25% of the nation's students and near v 
50% of the nation's oor children-received 43% of federal funds but nt 23% of ta e and 

\ local funds. Even where states target funds to poorer stu ents, fed,era itle I funds exceed the 
state compensatory spending. The study also found that districts i~ the highest poverty quartile 
receive 11 % from federal contributions, compared to 2.5% for th~ lowest poverty quartile. In 
addition, the report found that Title I targeting increasedsignific~tly after the 1994 ' 
reauthorization. In 1997-98,96% of the highest-poverty schools rtceived Title I funds, up from ~ 
79"10 in 1993-94. 	 ..... i· ~~ 
Education - - $15 Million Gift for Model Schools. DonaW awj Do~i~er, the owners Ofth~ ~ 

Gap clothing store chain, have given $15 million to the Knowledg¢ Is Power Program (KIPP) !rt.. 

which currently consists of two middle schools serving poor and ~inority students, one in the ~:'tt 

Bronx and one in Houston. Established just five years ago by two1fonner Teach for America '-" 

teachers, KIPP is known for its success with disadvantaged studen't populations. The KIPP model '>:\ 


incorporates many elem~nts of your education agenda: ~ended IJaming time; high eXEectations 

for all; public s ,'. d rewar conse es for stUdent and staff achievement-

The Administration's FYOI budget includes $240 million to he p ~choo s adapt an Imp ement 

comprehensive school refonn models. The House-Senate Confere~ce report provides $210 ......... 

million for the program. I "" 


/ 
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TEL 202 632 15]2 	 P. 001 
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Fax 
To: Nancy Hemreich 

Fwc: 


Phcne; Daten August , 2000 


AD: Presidentral Letter for Sept 7 CC: 

------~------------~---------------------+--------~----~I'-----

. I 
o urgent -CJ For Rovlew [J Pleaso Comment 

OearNancy; 

Thanks for your response through Mary. wIttl regard to my reques1 to 

N<!ltional Literacy Summit 2000 report to the President on September :7. 

meetings that week, and we will continue to look for a tlm~ in the fol\owing week 

meet. 


"d love to have a letter from the PresIdent far the launch event, and 
be written. Because this Is really an historic event. dJ1ka.1tJ.e:..12~ga1b.f:r:ad..and.U+e-:\O'lO..l~I~H-~1llQQ. 

. . by webcast to know the President is supportive and aware of the Isunc:p. Do you 

1775 I Street, tNV. WashinF,lton, OC (202)233-2040 desk 233-2050 fax 

tefor 

l . 

-From: carOlyn!v. staley 

2 
. \ 

Pages: 

Cl Plaas~ R.ply 

I 

I 
come 

I Indp.rs:t:!lr~d 

," 

/lOur audience will include Secretary Riley, Senator Paul Simon, Congressmen l.;)O'Olllllng 


and Governor Ryan (IL). I want the audience to continue to link 1ile ~nrTlinic;1ratjrjn 

support for literacy. and think this will really help make that connection. : 


1 

_	t. Eugenie is out until SaptemberSIn
• and MRlie said she'd help if you ;apqwve. 


t doing its annual message from the President for IntBrnatlOnal Literacy ~ay. ~~I'\t~l,.,h,p.r 

I different crowd and a different event-just to aI/aid any confusion. I 


Again, thank you. ~ hope you'Ulet me know if you have questions. or lflican help in 

Best /'f
CarOIY~-""~-------~ 
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Greetings to all gathered today, both in the Rayburn Build.ihg and via w 
 cast, for 'he 
launch of the NaLional Literacy Summit 2000 aclion agencta, "From the argins t the 
Mainstream." I am grateful to have received the report for:review, and look fo 'lard to 
a briefing on it next week. I I 

rwant to extend my congratulations and thariks to all who llave led the ational L I:rracy 
Swnmit process, and to you who have participated in COUDtl~SS meetings across th ! 

nation to make recommendations for the actions we must take toward be 
literate nation in the Z1Sf centuIy. The Summit action agend1. arrives not 
so~n. and is a ~mely reminder ofwhat we must do ifwB are\to realize 0 
natIonal potenaal. . \ . 

. My administration strongly supports the importance ofadult\aUd family 
. education, and lifelong learning for every American. Ifwe are to seize th opportUl ties 
before us in the new century. and ensure economic independ~ce and sec .ty for II 
families, we will all need to know and be able to do more thaD ever befor . I am p .,ltd of 
the increased appropriations we have been abJe to secure for kdult literac educati • and 
the gains in early childhood and family literacy as wclltbrou~ the Ream Excell, 'lce 
program, and increased support for Head Start and Even Start. I know th Vice Pr ~ident 

• 1 

is committed to continuing this course. and is speaking out in! support of! fclong Ie ning. 
\ 
1 

Now it is up to all of us, at the national. state, and locallevelsl in both the ublic an 
private sectors., to act on the reco:tnmendations oftha Summitlreport. 110 k forwar to· 
sharing the report with members cfmy sfaff. I will also be eager to recei e Summi 
progress repons in coming months, as we move forward to secw-e a stron er future )r

• .. I . 
every Amencan. ' . : . . . 

. \ 

Thank you for your vision and hard work. and for whal you W;11 now do t 
literacy recommendations a reality. Let us join together to make certain e aohieve 
th~. . , 

fr.'1{ Ct."l ~l-- -_. - i 

( I 50 <'/''' "'" a2L.<. or... pep'" ,: f i">D ~S';1., it) 

(JY ~ '5-111-5Lt- urt .. 
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