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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 15, 1999

MEMORANDUM FOR BRUCE REED ~
DOMESTIC POLICY COUNCIL

FROM: CHARLES M. BRAIN
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

SUBJECT: - PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE

Enclosed please find a copy of a letter that was sent to the
President from Sen. Paul S. Sarbanes (D~MDj).

I do not believe this letter requires a Presidential response at
this time. Please review the attached letter and respond
directly to the Member(s) of Congress. Please forward a copy of
the response to thé Office of Records Manag%ment, Room 72 01d

Executive Office Building.

Thank you very much for your assistance in this matter. If you
have any questions, please feel free to calﬁ Courtney Crouch,
Office of Legislative Affairs, at 456-7500.

Enclosure
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November' 23, |1999

The Honorable Bill Clinton®
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Pregident:

Enclosed please find a copy of correspondence my office has
recently received from my constituent, Gwynn MacDonald and
Patricia Fox MacDonald, expressing interestfin partnering with |
the Administration in establishing a tangible reward foxr children
through the "I Love to Read" project. i

i

Ms. MacDonald has created a "Winner's Badge and Certificate"
which she proposes to present to the Pre51dent for his
accomplishments in promoting reading and communication. Ms.
MacDonald believes that this award, which would be a recognizable
symbol of the "I Love To Read" project, would kick off and
promote a literacy campaign and highlight llteracy as a national -
priority. The Winner’s Badge would be awarded across the country
to each eligible elementary school and literacy program student
to celebrate their accomplishment in learning to read and
communicate, whether in text, braille, oY %ign language.

In my view, this project would be a terrlflc way to reward
gstudents for their efforts in learning to read and who have
worked so hard to achieve this badge. It also compliments the
Administration’s goal of having all children reading by the 3xd

- grade and stresses the value of literacy iﬁ our society.

| : ,
Thank you for your attentlon to this matter I look forward
to your response

With best regards, — i

Paul Sarbanes
Unlted;States Senator
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THE WINNER’S BADGE |

(Sporzsor) Is cJeIiglxtee[ to participate in the
1 LOVE TO READ project by sponsoring the Winner's Sadge.

(Sponsor) and your community, Jocal and nationa

[l

recognize your achievement of reaJing and communica 'ion.

W{? honor and Celel)rate your Sponsor's message E

accomglishment of Reac]ing and
Communication.

| LOVE TO READ
| L%

C ongratulations to

President’s X
Seal Name Date -

A Winner

L — READING 1S THE BEGINNING OF A LIFETIVMVE ADVENTURE =/
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 15, 1999

MEMORANDUM FOR BRUCE REED
DOMESTIC POLICY COUNCIL

FROM: CHARLES M. BRAIN
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

SUBJECT: - PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE

Enclosed please find a copy of a letter that|was sent to the
President from Sen. Paul S. Sarbanes (D-MD).

I do not believe this letter requires a Presidential response at
this time. Please review the attached letter and respond
directly to the Member(s) of Congress. Pleaée forward a copy of
the response to thé Office of Records Management, Room 72 0ld
Executive Office Building.

Thank you very much for your assistance in this matter. If you
have any questions, please feel free to call| Courtney Crouch,
Office of Legislative Affairs, at 456-7500.
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Noveémber' 23, 1999

The Honorable Bill Clinton’
The White House .
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Enclosed please find a copy of correspondence my office has
recently received from my constituent, Gwynn MacDonald and
Patricia Fox MacDonald, expressing interest in partnering with
the Administration in establlshlng a tanglble reward for children

through the "I Love to Read" project. i

Ms. MacDonald has created a "Winner'’s Badge and Certificate™
which she proposes to present to the President for his
accomplishments in promoting reading and communication. Ms.
MacDonald believes that this award, which would be a recognizable
symbol of the "I Love To Read" project, wouﬂd kick off and
promote a literacy campaign and highlight literacy as a national -.
priority. The Winner’s Badge would be awarded across the country
to each eligible elementary school and literacy program student
to celebrate their accompllshment in learnlﬂg to read and
communicate, whether in text, braille, or sign language.

In my view, this project would be a terrific way to reward
students for their efforts in learning to read and who have
worked so hard to achieve this badge. It also compliments the
Administration’s goal of having all children reading by the 3rd

- grade and stresses the value of literacy in|our society.

Thank you for your attentlon to this mdtter.- I look forward
to your response : ‘

With best regards, :
R o IR . Slncerel‘

Paﬁl Sarbanes
United States Senator

. i
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THE WINNER’S BADGE '

(sponsor) is Jelig}zted to participate in the
I LOVE TO READ project by sponsoring the Winner's 3adge.
(Sponsor) and your community, local and nationa

recognize your achievement of reaJing and communica 'ion.

We honor and celebrate your Sponsor’s message

accomplishment of Reacling and

Communication.

TO READ

Congraturations to

Name Date - O

A Winner

President’s
Seal

———_ READING IS THE BEGINNING OF A LIFETIVMTE ADVENTURE




This year 's Winner's Badge was clu,lgnul Ly artist Shaul Tsemach.

A native of ]arau! Shaul Tsemach is a gr‘nluate of Bezalcl A&,a(lgmy of Art & Dx.sngn in
Jerusalem, and a recipient of the Sharet Foundation (America-Israel Cultural Foundation). In
1987 he moved to U.S. where he worked as a senior graphic designer and illustrator with JHU
Desigu & Publication. His works received awards and recognitions from CASE {Counecil for
Advancement and Support of E(lucalion, USA), UCDA, and Print A’fagazimz. He is the art
director of the award-wining Johns Hop]ains Magazine, and has his own studio in Baltimore,
where he creates editorial art for magazines and book puMislwrs‘

* o0

The "I LOVE TO READ" Project is a partner of the Center for the Book in the Lil)raxy of
Congress-in its national "Buiming a Nation of Readers: campaign. The Lil)rary of Congress is
the mge.st llbrary in the world. Its Center for the Book was established in 1977 to stimulate
puHu interest in lwoizs, ruulmg, and lihrazies. For more m[ormatlon visit the Center's WU)
site al www.loc. gov. cfbook
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The M afyl%md School for the Blind is honored to be included as a l}cne[‘lcnary of TLOVE TO
READ" Pro,ect s Winner's Baclge We whofe}xeaxtetﬂy support the intention of this })adge to

-

A TR 2 ST i 8

encourage and reward students for their participation in the wonderful world of readmg The
Mary]a nd School for the Blind is a private, nonprofxt organization founded in 1853 to serve
students who are Llnn(l muauy |mpa1rul and multi-disabled from m[i.mcy to age 21. Tt is the on]y
school of its type in the state, serving both residential and out reacil students.

* o

The Winner's Badge is a trademark of Great Pyrenees Productions, Inc., a non- pmflt
company thal creates imaginative entertainment that educates. In the "I LOVE TO READ"
project, Gréat Pyrenees Productions, Inc., has a personal commitment to support the Presiden-
tial eflort to cl’xallenge and awaken the lvaming skills of an incliviclual, to reacl, to write and to
communicate whether it be in text, Braille or Sign —"A guocl story ig a goo«] story no matter

" how it is told!”

Copyright 1999
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Attn.. Darryl Keiley S November, 1599
Tegislative Assistant, Senztor Paul Sarbares
fax. 202-224-1651

Lear Durry):

Per your conversation with Trish, I am bulleting potnts as to why we fee] the “I Love to Read” Project with Winner's
Badge and Certificate fits beautifully with the Presidential inittative dmerica Reads Challenge, and why an “I Love
to Read” Project kick-off at the White House with the inaugural Winner’s Badge and Cortificate being presented to
the President for Ats accomplishment of mdmg and commtunication would give the nght and | mpoﬂant emphasis to this
accomplishment for every child who reccives the Badge therealter. I short, having the President rccewe the Winner’s

Badge and Certilicate cncourages and promotes literacy as cur national priority while c:lcbmtmt, it in an entircly new
way.

The Presidents Coahtxon for Amenca Reads was formed in response o President Clmtons 1597 uau Lo organizations 10

ensarc that every child it s good reader by the end of third grade.

e  The “I Love to Rend” Project with the Winner’s Badge and Certificate c«hhlmhes an em-ly stndurd of
excellence beginning when a child is in the fira grads and follows through in the s:ecnnd and third grades to
continue that siandard and setting the tone for the rest of a child's school years.

America Reads has spearheaded a pro-literacy movement focusing on children under age 9 which hiss swept through

communities across the nation. In the words of Carol H. Rasco, Dirvctor of the America Reads Ch..llenge “The

momentum is with us for a breakthrough in student rending achievement ” But, us Sceretary Riley aaxd to members of

the President’s Coalition for Aménca Reads. "We must build on the momentuwn of the thousands of volunteers working

te help children read and encourage even more . to get involved ™ |

s Momentum is crucial which is why we crested the Winner's Badge and Certificate to unite the diverse
literacy ¢fforts und educational programs in a culminating celebration that focuses on the student’s
schievement with nationwide recognition. As with other White House traditions that brmg the nation
together whether for un Easter Egg Flunt or Tree and Menorsh-lighting, 2 White House, Winner’s Badgé
vevewsony would Le an event to boiuy Gse sntiva tugelhe (o cally avvnnd the Jidovacy sus utsa uf clildews in
purtherzhips with their schools and communities. The Winner’s Badgoe is an opporrunity for greater
engagement of private enterprise sponsors, institutions, literacy programs, and the legxons of mentors and
tutors and other volunteers: an event at the White House s an opportumty to celebrate everyone involved.

The Presidential efforts in the war on illiteracy have sought to help every child learn to read, mcludmg Fnglish Language

l.earners and students with disabilitics.

e The Winner's Badpge is the only badpe we know that vays “I Love To Read™ in text, Bral!le and Sign
Language. This is because it Is important for every child regardless of histher uniquz cha!lengw 10 leam to
read and communicate whether it's in text, Braille or Sign Langunge. :

C‘ ongress passed the Reading Trcellence Act, the boldest child litaracy law of the past thirty years, 3 }w}nch awards 1ts

first grants 1999, Governors and legislatures in the majority of states are tabung decisive action to combat 5lliteracy,

with more than 20 stotes possing new laws in recent years, ¥

¢ The state of Maryland has mdep!td The Winner's Badge into their REA Grant programs as a key support
to thert,

i
l -
i

Finally, the Winner's Badge is a quéntiﬁable measure of the success in Amenes's war on i]h'tcmcyiinthc sensc that'
each Badge handed out represents 2 new reader in our community. It3s our vision that at the end of esch year in our
nation's capital there would be an official and ;oyﬁ.xl polling of the states, e g “This year the State af Virginia added

250, 006 new readers 3o the US4 ' .
Please et roe knowif [ can help in any further discussion of the above. Thanks. ' 6 :/ e /‘/ W
. Gwynn McDonald
Great P)mccs Prods.
* 1
;
‘ |
i
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: oDear Senator Sarbanes

. THE WHITE HOUSE
" WASHINGTON

v’December 15,o1999_
,y

. i

|

J
hdent regarding your

Thank you for your letter to ‘the Pres )
and the

'constltuents,.Gwynn MacDonald and Patr1c1é Fox MacDonald

“I Love to Read”™ progect

I have 'shared your concerns with the‘Présidént and his‘other‘

. advisors;.and you will receive a response|in the near future. In’
the meantime, if I can be of aSSLStance to you(-please do not .

~“hesitate to contact me.,

‘Best wishes. - -~ ~ R i R -

Slncerely, .

“Charles M. Braln : v
Deputy Assistant! to the Pre51dent

~and Deputy Dlrector for Leglslatlve _
‘ Affalrs o

|
A :w
The Honorable Paul S. Sarbanes

United States Senate - :
Washington, -D.C. 20510 S - i
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MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT | foi Repley
FROM Bruce Reed $
‘ Barbara Chow |
|
y
[
i

i
Education -- Federal Funds Reaching the Needy: This week the Department of L:ducation
released a report showing that federal education dollars help level the playing field between high
and low-poverty schools. The report. ﬁgdsjhat,sxatc_m_lggalgmx;nments actually distribute
lgss thag average funding to poorer districts, whereas federal funds are targeted to those districts.
[WWWS% of the nation’s students and nearlv

50% of the nation’s poor children—received 43% of federal funds but only 23% of state and
local funds. Even where states target funds to poorer students, federal %itle [ funds exceed the

state compensatory spending. The study also found that districts in the highest poverty quartile
receive 1% from federal contributions, compared to 2.5% for the:i lowest poverty quartile. In
addition, the report found that Title [ targeting increased sxgmﬁcantly after the 1994
reauthorization. In 1997-98, 96% of the highest-poverty schools recelved Title | funds, up trom Av

79% in 1993-94. %
Education - - $15 Million Gift for Model Schools. Dona&d-and.mer. the owners of therkqa &0
Gap clothing store chain, have given $15 million to the Knowledge Is Power Program (KIPP)

which currently consists of two middle schools serving poor and minority students, one in the 4((‘
Bronx and one in Houston. Established just five years ago by two!former Teach for America N\
teachers, KIPP is known for its success with disadvantaged student populations. The KIPP model *

incorporates many elements of your education agenda: exgtended le]ammg time; high expectations
for all; public schoolehaice: and rewards and consequences for student and staff achievemenT.
The Administration’s FYO01 budget includes $240 million to help schools adapt and 1Mnt

 comprehensive school reform models. The House- Senate Conference report provides $210 \’
I

million for the program. \
‘ |
|
|
i
|
i
|
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To: - Nancy Herrreich From: Carownlv Staley
Faxx: ' | » ‘ Pagas: 2 ll
Phone: | : ' Date: August 24 2000
Ro:  Presidential Letter for Sept7 =~ cc: 1

i

|

. o
Curgent [ ForRoview [JPleaso Comment [J Pleasig Reply (I Ploase Rjcycle

i
1

Dear Nancy: o ‘!
Thanks for your response thraugh Mary with regard to my request to come deliver a copylof the
Naticnal Literacy Summit 2000 report to the President an September | 7. | understand he will be) lat UN

meetings that week, and we will continue to look far a time in the foltcwmg week 0( so when fie can
meel. f .

{'d love to have a tetter from the President for the launch evant and have attached a draﬂ of whig| might
be writlen. Because this is really an historic event, I'd like the 125 gatherad and #he 4000 or so \iswing
by webcast to know the President is supportive and aware of the launch. Do you thirjk this is pojisible?
i Obr audience will include Secretary Riley, Senator Paul Simon, Cr:sngrassmen Goodling and S} wyer,
and Govemor Ryan (IL). i want the audience to continue to link the administratign with 8 ygiars of
support for literacy. and think this will really help make that connacnon

doing its annual message from the President for International Literacy Day, Septamber 87, but this is a

, g Eugenie is out unti Seaptember 5"‘ and M'!he said she’dtt(wglp_ﬂgnge Presidgntial messT' 385 is
i
' different crowd end a diffarent event—just to avoid any confusion.

Again, thank you. Lhope you'll let me kncw if you have questions. or If l' can help in arly way.

Best

Camh,«nQ fy\__’__,,__._—__\‘
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Greetings to all gathered today, both in the Rayburn Building and via webcast, for
launch of the Narional Literacy Summit 2000 action agenda “From the Margins g
riew, and ] look forv

Mainstream.” I am grateful to have received the report for*
a briefing on it next week, ‘ j

|
1

T'want to extend my congratulations and thanks to all who have led the National L4
Summit process, and to you who have participated in countless meetings|across the|
nation 10 make recommendations for the actions we must take toward being a fully):
literate nation in the 21* century, The Summit action agenda arrives not p momenf
soorn, and is a timely remmdcr of what we must do if we are}to realize our md.m du

, nanonal potential. A '

|

My administration strongly supports the importance of adnlt\and family literacy
‘education, and lifelong leaming for every American. If we arc to seize theL opportur

before us in the new century, and ensure economic independence and sechrity for ch
farnilies, we will all need to know and be able to do more than ever before. I am p

the increased appropriations we have been able to secure for adult literacy educatiof
the gains in early childhood and family literacy as well through the Reading Excells
program, and increased support for Head Start and Even Start. I know thé Vice Pre
is committed to continuing this course, and is spcakmg out in| ;support of lifelong le

Now it is up to all of us, at the national, state, and local levels‘, in both the [publig any|
private sectors, to act on the recormnmendations of the Surnmit lreport. I logk forwar
sharing the report with members of my staff, I will also be cager to receivie Summif
progress reports in corning months as we move forward to securc a strongter future [:

i

every American, S ‘

. 1 .
Thank you for your vision and hard work, and for what you will now do tq make thqs
literacy recommendations a reahty Letus join together to znakc certain

them.

"&n Clin b
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