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RE: National Testing Initiative
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On behalf of the Mexican Americuan Legal Defeme and Cducational Fund

(MALDEF), [ wrlte

o gew VITRL S

communicate our great

gggmutmeut and concern that

limited English proficient (I.EP) children will be excluded from the € national .

.....

vC,. As cutrcitly prupmud over three miilion LEP children and

lc.)lmg KLITE TN To

amihes will not benefit from the goal of the nauonal tests -- high standards and

impraved accountability.

Throughout the debate on national testing, we maintained an open dialogne with

children and their famities could have bcncﬂted the most from school
uccountability and improved educational Opportumry One need oily consider
fongstanding segregation of sthaols in the Southwc\t coupled with the current
statistics showing very low educational attairunml (o understand that LEL

children are the most vulnerable and dxsenfrancmsed student population in our

country. At the same time, LEP students are the fastest growing studcne
populalion in our nation’s scheols. For particular school distyicts, such as Los
Angeles, the envoliment of LEP studentsis signlﬂc.mtly high percentage of their
student population and thus, the challenge to uddress the needs of LEP students
Is particularly urgent.

Since your State of thc Unlon Addtess in Febmmy. 1997, the national test has
been described as a test for Fourth gradt.rs in xeadling and cighth geaders in math.
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your stalf at the Whitc Housc and the Dcpamncm of Education. W¢ along with -
other members of the education and LEP commumty, have held thst T.FP
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Long aftr we discussed out voncerns regarding|appropriate accommodations for
LEP students, the national test in reading was suddenly characterized as

H %

"reading test in the English lunyuuge" Fot Engllsh speakers, this test purports to -

measure reading skills and "scrve as an indicator ol when individualized, dingnostic
assesstuent is wiecanted,™ Tor LEP children, no such useful and cducationally
saund beneflts are planned. LEP chl[drul will etthcr

|
L participate in the rcadmg test but will receive tcst results that do
not accurately measure reading 01 English language pmf‘ucncy
skills, or

, l
L be excluded (rom the 1est. 2

1
Excluding LIP childrea from the national reuding test or pmv:dmg their pnrenrs ‘

and teachers with inaccurate information as to their skills sends the meysnge that
necountability is an urgent matter for some cmldren but not others. We vrge you
to fully consider the diroct impnact of tis "unintended” message oa LEP children,
Teachers, school administrators, community membe\'s. and students will set one
standard ol high cxpoctations for English speakers and a significuntly lower
standard for LEP students. “Mhe test will be used as a tool w perpeutate the
“tyranny of low expectations® rather than the goal of high standards for all
children. Morcaver, since testing often drives resources and curriculum, Umited
school resources will be redirected toward mcreasing reading literacy for only one
group of students - English speakomn. | .

|
Developing native language ussessments would lmve been consistent with and in

- compliance with ‘Title [ of the Improving Amcncas Schools Act® and the

Bilingunl Fducation Act, bs advanced by your own Administration. 1t would

have also been consistent with all the rescarch lEml suppotts e need o develop

native language assessments,  [nstead, the tun'ent national testing initlative
creates a two-tieted educational system---one for tnglmh speaking children and
families who will rcap the purporied benelits of the national test and oae for LEP
¢hildren and families who wil | be exeluded. ‘l

U Irems and Test Spc;iﬁcat{ons of tie National Volun?:aty Reading Test, Auguse 13,

'\

2 Title [ requires thut all students be tesied in the language that will best cnable
them tw demonstrate subjcct matter mastery. It funherldsrects the Department of
Educatlop to assist states in cleveloping native language am.ssmcma 20US. C. 2701 et scq.,
sec P.L. 103-382 Sec. 101 1

] Title vu of the hlcmcmmy and Education Act. 20 U S.C. 3281 et seq.
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We urge you to reconsider developing m!\lwn:ﬁ {language assesgmenty for the
national reading lest and to resolve that our entire country benefits from all your
educationel initiatives. MAI.DEF remaing comtuitted to ensuring that all of your
educational initiatives truly Improve educational opportunities for Latinos and all
children, Our best hope for economic prosperity, global competitiveniess and
sociul wellness: can only Le achieved by making educational oppertunities
aceessible to all its people. |
Smwrcly yours, @
ANT ONIA HFRNANDEZ |
* President and General Counsel . “
ce: The Honarable Richard Riley, Secretary of Fducation
Michael Cohen, Special Amistant 1o the President for Education
The Honorable Xevicr Beeerra, Chairman, Congrcssxonni Hispanic Caucus
|
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NATIONAL ALLIANGE OF BLACK SCHOOL EDUCATORS
A mﬂjpmﬂt corporation dodicated {o an alrmalion of the inhorent worth, d{gaﬂg and educadiRy of Aficen Amedcera

‘ %
Legislative . ’ . i
nGe  Scptember 17, 1997
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NY, NY 1030
vt emaan  President William J. Clinton |
cnnteMae knigh  11¢ White House - : |
Presidant 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW |
Ravanswond £y i
1
|

Bcheol Dl Washington, DC 20500

fam Pulo Afo. CA

Joyes Brown Dear Mr. President:
Chale Py ’
nfmum. NY We are wrmng you on behalf of the National Alliance of Black School Educators,

omn Inc. (NABSE), the nation’s largest association of Black educators. We are well aware of

Presktert, Msss  the imporiance that you place on quality education for all It is with this respect and
Caoncl]

A oo L85, sense of shared purpose that impels us to express ogggsmon to the proposed voluma.ry

A, Woan, TX n.monal testing l2gis lauong.% 10 suppors B ling-Ampanmen] We'have irdentitied
= e tollowing critical issues thot are “of mn}or concem 10 our r,cnsnucncy

'Fu‘s‘(, no compellmg reason hus heen given for more national tests. The “old saw™
that these tests will increase parental participation and vrganizational accountability are
unconvincing sincc, there are no inceatives or sanctions "Msociatcd with the proposcd
tests, S

Second, internationally, countries have netional teslts to measure whetlier or not
students have mugtered national curriculs. Whils the \Umted States {3 currenily
develuping national standards in edusation, we have yct ;o dcvelop nations! curricula,

President Clinton's proposed voluntary nationol tests would impose de facm nutional
curricula, . i

!

Amerlcan swudents are already the most tested -.}.uldxen in the world. Most
students ore given tests at least Once a year, and many are given difficult tests severul
times. Another test that is not performance hased will not help il the goal Is equity and
axcellence for our children. On the other hund, upprapriate classroom assessments will.

|

Finally, it would appesr disingenuous ond misleading to on one-hand
ucknowledge that there are vast differences in students’| opportunity-to-learn while
pretending that “thc uneven playing fleld” will not seriously compromise the results of
the propose voluniary national tests. To propose voluntacy nnlmual ‘tests without
addressing the mcquines in'the quality of students’ leaing environments ig to compound
and fusrther existing stereotypes of traditionally undergerved student populations

(minorities, leumers of English, and the urban and nural poor) as intellectually inferior w
. their middle-class, wallsoff cohort.

| |
Quontin Lawson, Exacutive Diracter | ‘
2810 Georgla Avenue N.W. Washington, B.C. 20001 Phone: (202) 4831840 Fox: (202) 483.8322
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We suggest that. the 90 million dollars that would be used to develop thesc
propased voluntary notional tests would be better spent in leveling the education playing

field for all studeats. Let's use this mouey to insure thal no student is asked to leam In &
achool witha !cakmg roof and using undated and worn mxtbooks Thiz money would be

better spent wiring and equipping schools with the technalogy that you have o entutely
ulenu fed as ctitical in prepmng students [ar the uhallenges of the twenty-first wmury

We at NABSE, however, Jo commend you and lhunk you for all your unuring
work on behalf of minorities and the quality of their hves in this country. We are

particularly mindful of your commitment to leveling the playing ficld for African
Ancricans. We sincerely believe, howuver, that this Iegh?uuun tukes the wrong tum.

Sincerely yours,

Charlic Mae Knight, Prc:udem

Ravenswood City School Distriet
East Palo Alto, CA

Dr, LaRuth Gray, Leglslative Dirgctor
New York University

82 Washington Square East, Suite 72
New York, NY 10003
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