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ScplenllJct 11. 1997 

VIA lo'ACSIMILK AND U.S. MAJ1, 
The Hnnorahle William Jefferson Clinton 
PresJdent of the Uoiced States 
Th~ White House 
1600 PCIln~ylvania Avtnu~J N.W. 
Washingu~n, DC zosao 

R.E: National Testing lnitintive 

Dt!~r Mr. rrcsidellt: 

On bt:half of lh~ M~clin Amc:ric:;,m L.egal Qefc:ruae imd [!d\lczttlonal Fund 
(MAill:d.F). I w"lte eo :l1l1l!.l1icatt 01.11: re t ~\et1Jlell~~.·.~. ~.ll!'t _ 
limited F~n~!LP.l9!l~!!:~.r ~ :IJ&~ill ~~ -~~~~~~~. {t!ll\t_!tl!-...!l~~jgt1~1 .~ 

QlnJ les will not benefit from the goal of the national testS .. high standards and 
improved account'ibiD'y. I 

Thrm~huul till;; u\:lJale OlllltllioflOlllolliLillS. wemllltaiu.::d ~\ll ope:n di~llogue wilh 
)lour staff at the White House i\Ild the l.)cl'll1mtlll of ~uentiol'. We along with 
other nlenlbers of the edueotign and .T..I!P community, hnve held that T ,F.P 
children and their fIlmilics cuuld have: bcn~t1(ed thl: most frum 5chuul 
lic\.:ounlabilily nn" improved cducntilllUlJ opport~llity. One l1ccd only cO!lSlder 
(on~st..'nding segreg:uinn of sc:hnolll in the SuutHwest cuuple:d with the current 
fitatiriti~ :lhuwing v~1)' low tduc:ational Bnalrun¢lll Lo understand lbat Lell 

~hildl'cn arc the most 'I1.llnerable and "i~r:nfrallchlsr:d student population in our 
country. At the: "ame timc, LEP studeats are lhe fastest growIng student 
populalion in l"ur nl1ttQJ1's&c:hools. For particular school disui~t!!l. such 1$ Los 
Allgclcg, rho enrollment ofLEP 5tudent~·i!l nslgnlnc:Jntly high percentage ()fthcir 
student pop\1lntion and lhus, the chllnengc tt' ac.lc.lh-=~s lhe·l1ced~·lJr LaP sludents 
Is particularly urgent 1 

. \ 

Silll.:e your State of the Unlon Address in Februnry. 1997. the nllrion:!t le5t h~\~ 
bc:ell described lUi a t~!it for [ULlrLh gr-4Llc:r.& in Ieadillg nnd eighth gcndclS ill1U&rh. 
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\ TO: 2a2 ~01 28S't 
I 

The. Hl..1norable William Jefferson Clinloll I 

SeptembeC' to. 199' \ 

Page 2 

u)ng ilfter we disc;L\5Sed our ~,..on~ern~ rcgurcUllilappropriate aC4:lJrnmudations for 
WP 'tudcnt5, the national tes~ in !la(Ung v(AS suddenly ebarncteo.rizc=d llS " 

"reading test III tIlt EngJiJi"llflgurlgt!." For En&lblt spt:akcrs, this test purports to 
measure readu'8 $lcitll end "serve ftS 110 indicator ofwheu individualized, dingnO.5tic 
iUI~~Ill~llt i~ w.iwtnu:d,vl [Tor U!p childl'eo., ftO liucb useful and. cducalionally 
s01l11d benefits nrc pJftl1l1cd. LEI' c:hHdrclI will'either: . . 

I 

I 
• 	 pnrlicipalC" in .dlC (eadin, leSt but, will rcc.:~ivc: test results thai do 

not a"urately measure reading or r-.llgiisll Iauguag~ pruficient;y 
sleills. or II 

• 	 I
be excluded rrom tho h::.l. 	 \ 

I 
nX4.:Ju<Jin~ t..np chUdren frolU the o;allonal rcudin'g Icst ur proViding their pnrents . 
and teAchers with. iunCculote inlorll'll'ltiol\ AS to th~ir r;kills scnds the m.\J=-~Il'CS tbiu 
u.ccfJunt.ibiUlyis an urgent martel' (nr Iiomc) chiJdr~n but not otbCl·S. We uric you 
In fully cml~idcr lhe di(QCt impAct nf llli, "uninlel~ded· mellsagc va LIlP chlJdrcn. 
Tea'her~. schonl adnliniSlratnrs. communIty men,bdl'S, nnd studc:l1rs will set one 
slandara (If hi,h cl(poclaLil'lI's tar F.ngli~h spliulk..:tr and t.l 5iMnifi~"n'ly l~er 
5landard for LHP studClll'i. 'n1C lest will be used as A tool to p~rpf!IllUllt l~ 
"tyranl\Y Of low ~xpectntiong'l ramcr tll:m the goal of hl,h stlll\dards lor aU 
children. Moreover, since testing nfEtn drives rQs~urccs and curri~ulum. lJlllitcd 
school resour&:es will be redIrected toward Increasing reading literacy for oilly one 
grclUP of studenra. Englilib Ipc:abnl. . \. . 

I 

Developing na.tive IQl'lguage Us.~e"5ments would hJve heep consl~tent with :tnd in 
compli81lcc with 'ritlc 1 of thc Jmpl'ovioS Anl~ric:a's School5 A~tt 811cl til.: 
BiLingunl Educ:ltinn Att', lUi acl'lanced hy your qwn Admintt;trntion. It .would 
hav~ wh." been cunsisLclU whh a1l1hc rC6~a{ch Lhal *"PlX,l'ts Ule nc.:d u) dc:vr.:l{.)p 
nativc lat1suage assessment!, (n'tco.d, the clIlient I1ntioD.a1 testing inlrlarive 
cre~tes Cl two·tiered educatinnal !ir.'tcm••~Dne. for I!nglish ~pea"ing children and 
IamBic!! who will reap tbe purponed benellts afll.l¢, national tesL and <Jae for LEI' 
chihlrtn and falnilies who will be excluded. i . 

\ 

I ltemli Rud Test Specificatlanl ohlle NotionAl Volllntaty Rendins Test, AUgU5t "1:3, 
. 	 I1991. i 

I 

1 Title r re'luircs tb~'l all 5tudc!l\l1 be leSLed in the 1~llgua&C tbatwill !'>CRt enable 
thr:m tll dClJlonAltlUc sUbject nu~ttcr mastelY'. It further: directs lhe'Departmcnt of 
t;dl1cftti(,)j\ to assist stares in developing native language b~es.sq.c.;Ill~. 20 U.S.c. 2101 eL seq., ; 
SCI; P.L. 103.38% Sec. lU1. i 

I 

I . 

• Title VB or tile 1ilclllcnuuy find Educatit)1\ ~t. 20 ~.S.c. 3281 et seq, 
I 
I 
I 
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.. !;EP-a; 97 _~4:.se .FROM:PJ:i!ESltelTIR.. l.EIIEFIS a324SE.Sqas 
';l , c. 

The Honorable Willinm Jefferson Culton 
September 10, 1997 ' 
Pl.tgc 3 

We urg. yO\l to reconsider devolopinS "alive! language 8liiSeS8lfldnlli' (or the 
nacional rea.ding tc!st and to resolve thnt OUf endf~ country benefits {rom all ya\ll 
c!lducalional initiauves. MAr .ORF remain, comrlduuu tu ~UI,,"iDI that aU U!yoUf 
educa.tion:ll initintives cnlly Intprove educational ~pportUl1it!es fOr LAtinos and all 
c.:hlldrcm. Our b~'a hope fur ~l)numic pru~'per~tYt gl'~lIl ~('mpe.titfveness a.nd 
!i(lctlll wcllncu cau only be I.:hi~v&l by ma~lng emuc:utit,nll.l opporlunitie!i 
ac.:'essible to All ili people. : 

~~/kM,1a
ANTONIA HI!RNANDB7.. ~j
PresicJt:Dt and Gcnercd Counsc:l 

I 
ec: 	 The HonofnbJe Richard Riley, SecreuLlY of F.cSuealioft 

Michael CuheD. Special ~iit,nt to the ~r~sident for Euuca.tion 
Tbe HOl\ol'abl~ Xavier H~crra, L1\airmen, CongrcS)ionnl Hispanic caucus 
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NATIONAL ALLIANCE OF BLACK SCHQOL EDUCATORS' 

LtSlataawt 
COCIrIII.Ia_ 
1.aIU'I 0IIrr 	 September 11. 1997 
t:Irelr . 

....."""''''''-I'ta Wuft.1q. b:I...... n 
NY. NV ,CIIID 
,""OII\2·IIW.GI 	 Presicient William 1. Clinton 


The W'hice House
CfI.1lIt 1M. 1C.nI• .It. \
'lUll.,., 1600 Pennsylvwo. A\'lInui. 'NW I 

""""'.....CIIW 
 Washington, DC 2OS008dIoeI DI.... \ 

......IgAII•. CA 


\ 

..OIl.., a...... 
Pta, 	

OeM Mr. President: 
\ 

"=:"H'f We N'C wtiting you 011 ~haJ(af~National Al~e oeBlacle Scht)ol Bd~iltOn:, 

0wtII f,Wt.Ioft lac. (NABSE). the notion's IllrgeSllssociation of Black ed.uCAtors. We ale well aware of 

PrNId.1't. AIIlII',. the impOfmfU!t\ that )'0\1 plaCCl on quality e=tlLlcnllOft lOr all. It is with this respect and 

Af;~D Ill) ~nse of &hared. pUf,pose that impels us 10 e5~sition 10 the proposed voluntary

R: w=:. ft . 	 ~a.Hw~alJ1:st~s l~&i~~~ClI!~~~n~~~~I.~'i!t~pfweglia"d"jifJeitlin'Jcfc&'.:f

•..._--::-lTie f"Howing critiCQI ri.iuei·ihli.1nrr: ofmllJor eoncem to CUf !;onstiul:ncy. 

. First. no c.;ompelling rCl\sun has heen given far rncJ "aliona.t tellS. The: "old saw" 
Ihal thl=5c1 tests wiU ineJ~ase pArental 'P',rticipalion and organIzalioftD.1 accountabilit), an: 
uncollvincing $incc. there arc no incl:ntivcs or lll.U1Ctions tusoeiatcd with !he: Ptopos~ 
tesTS. . . \ 

Second, internationally. COU1'l.triC:5 have na\ional tear" to. rneu\uc whctllCf Of not 
studc:ots have mldteud national Cl.lrricula: Whilo lhe \ United State» ill cwnnll)' 
d.".,luping nationDl standards in edu.:a£ion, we have )'I:t to d~vQlgp national curricula. 
Pccsidt:llt Clinlon's proposed voluntary notiongl test. would. impose de rae-to nl1tional 
c;urriculo. I 

I 

Amerlcan !tlwl.nts arc ollrllltd)' lh.e most lell~ ~ldrCl1-lh the wodd. Mos( 
students ore given tests At leaIt OnCQ a. year, and many ar~, uiven. difficult test" "c:vl:rul 
tim~!. Another ttSllhot h. nol pe,rormu.r"" h;;ll\t:d will not help if the Boalls equity and 
I:xccllcnce fgr our children. On th, ,,!.her hal'lL!, ll('lpropriare classroom uses:uu.:nlS wIll. 

I 

Finally. It would appeAr· disingenu(lus Dnd mi,slc:ading to on gne·hnnd 
Llck.nllwledge tlllll there arc vast djiTc-rc:nces in studl:n15"\ Ilpportunlly-lg-leam while 
prell!ndins chat ''the uneven pJa.:ying field" will not seriuUlily compromise lhe results of 
the propose voluntary national tes~. To propos.- \lQlu~y nalional tests without 
addressing the inequities in'the qUlllity or students· leaming environrnehu"ii to compound 
and .ft.u1hcr· el(istingsteroolypim of tru~ilillnaUy und(,lrl~rvcd studcn.t populations 
(minorities, le~mers otEnBli&h, md the urban and nual poor) as illlellectulllly inferior lU 

, their IniddltH:lass, . w411.off cohort. 	 iI 
I 

Quentin Lawscn. E:tsculill. C/I"ctef I 
2818 Georgia Avenue N.W. Washlncton, D.e. 2.0001 Phone: (202) 483-U40 Fax: (202) 483.8323 
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\ 

President Clinton 
PR&e2 \ 

\ 
We s~est &hat. the 90 millinn dollQU thll ~utd be Ulcc:l w develop thea<: 

prol'Qlled volunll.r)l ft.I)tional tests \voLlld h~ 'h4!tter spent ~nlevelins the ecluca.tian playiOl 
fi~tcl for all &tud~ars. Let's usc this mODlil)' to insW'e thai, IiO aludenl is usbd to lClam In u 
ichcol with a IcaJdng roof and usiag \Indat~d IiInd warn tc'~lboob. Thii money would be 
hetter spent wirinG IlI1d cquippinS schools wilh !he lIchrioloQ' tbal you have Hll allltule1,. 
idenlilied as critical in prepBrina slucltntJI rnr the challtnaes orthll LWllntrlir:;1l:crttLlry. 

We At NABSE, however, du comrnenll you and \IhWlk you. wr aU your unlir&"1l 
work en 'b.!half of minorities and tho quality at' theu lives in this country_ We arc 
particularly mindfW of your ,"ommltment to lcvclina \Ibe pJayl.n& fidel Cor African 
AnlCrl_an$. We :.inCdt«,J), bclicwc, Mwuwr, that lhis leci:s,ution. talee. 1h" 1IIIl"On" tum. 

I 

Sincerely yoW'~. 

Charlie: Ms.e KlUght, Prcslde.nt 
Ravenswood City Sr:hool District 
East Palo Alto. CA 

Dr. Laltulh Oray. Lealslatlve Dinu:tor 
New York Univcr$ity 
12 Washington Square East. Sl.)itc 72 
'New Ygrit, NV 10003 
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