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April 15, 1999 

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20501 

Dear Mr. President, 

Enclosed, please find a petition from the citizens of Cornish, New Hampshire 
calling on both you and Copgress to fully fund the federal gov'ernment's share of the cost 
of special education services under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA). . 

Since its enactment in 1975, the IDEA has helped millions of children with 
special needs to receive a quality education and to develop to their full capacities. The 
benefits of IDEA extend far the classroom, breaking down stereotypes and ignorance 
about people with disabilities and improving the life and economic opportunity for 
millions of Americans. 

However, the federal government currently funds less than nine percent of the 
actual cost of special education services; significantly less than the 40 percent promised. 
By neglecting its promise, local school districts and state governments end up bearing the 
largest share of the cost of special education, while also creating hardships for disabled 
children and their families. 

We, the citizens ofCornish, call on you and the members of Congress to comply 
with IDEA and fund 40 percent of special education services, ensuring that all children, 
r,egardless of disability, receive a quality education and are tre~ted with the dignity and 
respect they deserve. 

Peter Hoe Burling 
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A PETITION FROM THE CITIZENS OF 

CORNISH, NEW HAMPSHIRE 


calling on Congress and the President of the United States to fully fund' 

the federal government's share of the cost of speCial education services 


under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 


, 
WHEREAS, since its enactment in 1975, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA) has helped millions of children with special needs to receive a quality education 
and to develop to their full capacities; and 

WHEREAS, the IDEA has moved children with disabilities out of institutions and into 
public school classrooms with their peers; and 

WHEREAS, the IDEA has helped break down stereotypes and ignorance about people 
with disabilities, improving the quality of life and economic opportunity for millions of 
Americans; and 

WHEREAS, when the federal government enacted the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act in the 1970's, it promised to fund 40 percent of the cost of special 
education services; and ; 

WHEREAS, the federal government currently funds, on average, less than nine percent 
of the actual cost of special education services; and 

WHEREAS, local school l districts and state government end up bearing the largest share 
of the cost of special education services; and 

WHEREAS, the federal government's failure to adequately fulfill its responsibility to 
special needs children undermines public support for special education and creates 
hardship for disabled children and their families. 

THEREFORE BE IT RE,SOLVED BY THE UNDERSIGNED CITIZENS OF 
CORNISH: That Congress and the President should fulfill the federal government's 
obligation to fund 40 percent of the cost of special education services as promised under 
the IDEA, to ensure that all children, regardless of disability, receive a quality education 
and are treated with the dignity and respect they deserve 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHIN<3TON 

August 18, 1997 

MEMORANDUM FOR 	 BRUCE,REED 

PAUL WEINSTEIN 


FROM: 	 SUS~ BROPHY 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 
, 	 \ 

SUBJECT: 	 PRESIDENTIAL 'CORRES'PONDENCE 
I ' 

Enclosed please find a copy of the lette~ that was sent to the 
President from 	Sen. Lauch Faircloth (R-NC)'. 

I do.not believe this letter requires a 'Presidential respOnse at· 
this time. Please' review the attached material and respond 

, 'directly to the Member (s) of Congress, forwarding copies to the 
Office of Legislative Affairs, attention Chris Walker. 

Thank you very much for your assistance in this matter. If'you 
have any questions, please feel free to call Chris at 456-7500. 

Enclosure 



TED STEVENS, ALASKA. CHAIRMAN 

ROBERT C, BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA 

ARLEN SPECTER, PENNSYLVANIA DANIELl(, INOUYE, HAWAII 

PETE V, DOMENICI, NEW MEXICO ERNEST F, HOlliNGS, SOUTH CAROLINA 

THAD COCHRAN, MISSISSIPPI 

' 

SLADE GoRTON, WASHINGTON DALE BUMPERS, ARKANSAS 

MITCH McCONNELL KENTUCKY FRANK R, LAUTENBERG, NEW JERSEY 

CHRISTOPHER S, BOND, MISSOURI PATRICK J, LEAHY, VERMONT 

tinitcd ~tatcs ~cnatc,CONRAD BURNS, MONTANA TOM HARKIN, IOWA 

RICHARD C, SHELBY, ALABAMA BARBARA A. MIKULSKJ, MAqYLAND 

JUDD GREGG, NEW HAMPSHIRE HARRY REID, NEVADA , COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
ROBERT F, BENNETT, UTAH HERB KOHL, WISCONSIN ' 

BEN NIGHTHORSE CAMPBELL, COLORADO PATTY MURRAY, WASHINGTON I WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6025 
LARRY CRAIG, IDAHO BYRON DORGAN, NORTH DAKOTA 
LAUCH FAIRCLOTH, NORTH CAROLINA BARBARA BOXER. CALIFORNIA 
KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON, TEXAS 

, STEVEN J, CORTESE, STAFF DIRECTOR 
JAMES H, ENGLISH, MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR 

August 8, 1997 , 

The Honorable William Jefferson:Clinton 

The President of the United StateS , 

The White House ' I 


Washington, D.C. 20500 


Dear Mr. President: 

Today it was announced tnat District of Columbia Public Schools would open three 
weeks after the regularly scheduled opening date. I think that this is both a tragedy and an 
embarrassment that this is occurring in our Nations' Capital. Now isinot the time to assign 
blame, but rather to act to help th~ situation. 

This spring, during consid~ration of the supplemental appropriations bill, I tried to obtain 
new money to insure that the schopls opened on time. That effort waS unsuccessful. 

, . ' , , 

I 

I,', lam writing to urge you, as soon as possible; to use whatever federal'resources are 
I 

available to speed up the repair ofthe schools so that they can open on schedule. I can assure 
you that I will work with the Appr~priations Committee to minimize any impact to other 
agencies whose resources might hip used in the effort. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Chairman, D.C Appropriations 
Subcommittee . , 

LF/jeh 

P~ESERVATION PHOTOCOPY 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 15, 1998 

MEMORANDUM FOR 	 BRUCE REED 

FROM: 	 SUSAN BROPHY 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 

SUBJECT: 	 PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

Enclosed please f~nd a copy of a letter that was sent to the 
President from Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen(R-FL) . 

I do not believe this letter requires a Presidential response at 
this time. Please review the attached material and respond 
directly_to_.the M!=mber(s) of Congress. Please forward c~· copy of 
the~.response~-to ChrisWaTker, Office of' L~gis1:ative Affairs. 

Thank you very much for your assistance in this matter. If you 
have any questions, please feel free.to call Chris at 456-7500. 

Enclosure 



, . 
PLEASE RESPOND TO: COMMITTEES: o 	 2240 RAYBURN BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-n918INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS . 
(202) 225-3931

GOVERNMENT REFORM 
FAX (202) 225-5620 

CHAIR: 


SUBCOMMITIEE ON' 
 DISTRICT OFFICE: C!Congre~~ of tbe Wniteb 'tate~INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ,9210 SUNSET DRIVE 
POLICY AND TRADE SUITE 100~ouse of l\epresentatibes 	 o 

MIAMI, FL 33173 
VICE CHAIR: 1305) 275-1800ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN ~ SUBCOMMITIEE ON FAX (305)275-1801

WESTERN HEMISPHERE 
18TH DISTRICT, FLORIDA 

December 22, 1997 

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton 
. The President . 

The White House 

1600 ,Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20500: 


\ 

D ...~.· I'. .....s.i.,J..;crt·Cl(clfucr: 

Various of my Congressional constituents, representing the Dade County Public School 
System, have contacted my office to voice their strong support for H.R. 3086 and S. 1396, the 
Meals for Achievement ACt recently introduced by Representafive Lynn Woolsey and Senator 

. Tim Johnson, respectively, 	 ' . , . . 

These bills introduced in Congress will "amend the Child Nutrition Act' of 1996 to 
expand the School Breakfast Program in elementary schools a~d to provide greater access to 
snl,lcks in school-based chi'ldcare programs." 

My constituents state that recent studies have shown tHe strong correlation between 
proper nutrition and academic achievement. As you have already begun to work on your 1999, 
budget, they kindly reque~t that you'" not forget this basi.~ tool which improves school 
performance. " 	 . , , . 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

I' 

I - ehtinen 
Member ofCongress 

IRL:jt 
cc: Elaine Osburn, Region Coordinator 
Department of Food and 'Nutrition 
Dade County Public Schqols 
7042 W. Flagler Street I 

Miami FL 33144 

I 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 19, 1998 

FO~~.-J)·~MEMORANDUM 
DOMESTIC POLICY COUNcl:L (DPC) 

FROM: 	 JANET MURGUI~ 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 

SUBJECT: 	 PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

Enclosed please find a copy of a letter that was sent to the 
President from Rep. 'Bobby L. Rush (D-IL) and others. 

I do not believe this letter requires a Presidential response at 
this time. Please review the attached mater,ial and respond 
directly to the Member(s) of Congress. Please forward a copy of 
the response to Peter Greenberger, Office of Legislative Affairs. 

Thank you very much, for your assistance in this matter. If you 
have any questions, please feel free to call Peter at 456-7500. 

Enclosure 



" 

BOBBY L RUSH COMMERCE COMMlnEE 

1ST OlSTRICT 
 SUBCOMMITTEES: 

ILUNOlS TELECOMMUNICATIONS. TRADE. AND 
CONSUMER f'R()TECTION 

ENERGY AHO POWER 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20515 

June 5, 1998' 

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton 
", !

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 

Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. President: . 

I 

We are writing to urge your strong support for the federal initiative to connect our 
nation's classrooms and lib~es to the communications network. As you know, the bipartisan 
Telecommunications Act of 1996 extended our nation's historic commitment to ubiquitous 
phone service at reasonable rates to include discounts for advanCed telecommunications 
services to our nation's schools and libraries. In establishing the lie-rate," Congress and the 
Administration recognized how connecting classrooms to the Information Superhighway would 
give America's students- rich or poor--urban or rural- access to an education that prepares 
them for a successful future in the global and digital economy. Since most poorer children do 
not have access to the Internet outside of school, connecting classrooms assures that our 
country is not divided digitally- into a nation of information haves and have-nots. 

. Like any new initiative, imple~entation of the e-~te program as part of our historical 
commitment to universal service poses numerous challenges. This inCludes how to establish a 
new universal program amid all the other changes resulting from the 1996 Telecommunications 
Act. We strongly believeth~t the Federal Communications Commission, the Departments of 
Education and Commerce, and the not-for-profit Schools and Libraries Corporation established, 
to administer the program in a non-partisan manner, have worked closely with the States and 
the lOCal school districts to establish the schools initiative in a fiscally responsible manner that 
supports local control of education. We further believe this is why over 30,000 applications 
from schools and libraries have been submitted for discounted'services and connections. 

Some critics, including some of our Colleagues, on both sides, have intensified their 

criticism of this national commitment to connect classrooms. They charge that the e-rate will 

force the phone billsof inner city residents to soar. We do not want to see our constituents 

bear the burden. Our nation's telecommunications carriers, who sat with us at the table in 

crafting the landmark 1996 Act, agreed to contribute to the universal service fund to support 


. the e-rate. In return, the industry has realized billions of dollars'in access charge reductions. 

WASHtNGfON OFfiCe:. CITY OFFICE: S...8 ... A9.... OfFICE: 
131 CANNON HOB 655 E. 79TH STAtU 9730 S. W\:STEAN AVEN...E 
WASHINGTON. O.c. 20515·9997 CHICAGO. IL 60619·3036 S",ITE 237 
(2021 225..01372 (nJI224~ EVEAGAEE" P~A<. IL 6080S·281. 
Bobbv.Rush @Milll,hou5e.go..... 17(8) 422-4055 



The Honorable William J. Clinton 
Page 2 

The implementation of the e-rate preserves local decision making over education 
spending. School districts themselves decide which eligible services they need, develop a 
technology plan, and obtain: the. necessary sign-off from their state. Only applicants who 
demonstrate that they have successfully completed this process become eligible for discounts 
on the cost of telecommunications services and network connections. Could there be a more 
grass-roots "national" initia~ve? In addition,the e-rate is not a "free" rate. Schools and 
school districts, depending on their need, pay as much of 80 percent of the total cost of the 
discounted services. Only the neediest communities receive t~e steepest discounts. ' 

You and your Admihlstration are strong advocates for making sure our youth have the 
education and skills t~ey need to succeed in the information economy of the 211t century. We 
now urge you to use the wisdom and leadership of your Office to weigh in on this vital issue. 

Sincerely, 
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. Members of Congress signing letter to President Clinton in support of E-Rate, June 5, 
1998 

Bobby L. Rush 

Nancy Pelosi 

Carolyn Kilpatrick 

Roberto Menendez 

Tom Barrett 

Luis Gutierrez 

William Lipinski 

Danny Davis 

Donald Payne 

Jose Serrano 

Carrie Meek 

Jerrold Nadler 

Tom Lantos 

Xavier Becerra 

Esteban Torres 

Jim McDennott 

Eni Faleomavaega 

Glenn Poshard 

George Brown, Jr. 


. Maxine Waters 
Carlos Romero-Barcelo 
Major Owens 
Cal Dooley 
P.arl Blumenauer 
Robert Underwood 
Rosa DeLauro 
Jesse Jackson, Jr . 

. Ellen Tauscher 

Richard Neal 

Bob Etheridge 

Chaka Fattah 

Harold Ford. Jr. 

James Oberstar 

Ken Bentsen 

Elijah Cummings 


. George. Miller 
Loretta Sanchez 
Tom Allen 
Sam Farr 
John Baldacci 
Zoe Lofgren 
James McGovern . 



Members of Congress signing letter to President Clinton in support of ErRate, June 5, 
1998 - continued ' 

Peter Deutsch 
Sheila Jackson-Lee, 
Silvestre Reyes 
Gregory'Meeks 
Ed Towns 
James Clyburn 
Melvin Watt 
Bennie Thompson 
John Conyers 
Charles Rangel 
Barbara Lee 
Eddie Bernice Johnson 
AlWynn 



THE WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 


March 26, 1999 

MEMORANDUM FOR BRUCE REED 

DOMESTIC POLICY COUNCIL 

FROM: JANET MURGUI~ 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

Enclosed pl~ase find a copy of a letter that was sent to the 
President from Rep. Ted Strickland (D-OH). 

I do not believe this letter requires a Presidential response at 
this time. Please review the attached letter and respond 
directly to the Member(s) of Congress. Please forward a copy of' 
the response to l Joseph, Office Legisl~tive Affairs. 

Thank you very much for your assistance in this matter. If you 
have any questions, please feel free to call i at 456-7500. 

Enclosure 



TED STRICKLAND 
6TH DISTRICT, OHIO 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE 


SUBCOMMITTEE ON ENERGY 


RURAL HEALTH CARE COALITION 


OLDER AMERICANS CAUCUS 


EDUCATION CAUCUS 


AND POWER 


SUBCOMMITTEE ON 

OVERSIGHT AND INVESTIGATIONS 


SUBCOMMITTEE ON HEALTH 

AND THE ENVIRONMENT 


~lDlngrrns IDlf [hr illf[~trd ~mtfs 

i9louscof 'RcprcsrnmtiDts 


~ashington, 1)[:20515-3506 


March 12, 1999 

STEEL CAUCUS 


MINING CAUCUS 


CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS CAUCUS 


FOUNDER AND CO-CHAIR 

The Honorable William J. Clinton 
The President 

· The White House 
102 East Wing 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

·Dear President Clinton: 

I would like to share a letter with you from one of my constituents. Debbie Biggs is an 
elementary school principal who has written about the condition of her school.· I think that you 
will find her letter and enclosure moving. 

Mrs. Biggs is the principal of the Jackson Elementary School in Jackson, Ohio. She is 

concerned about the .state of "property-poor districts such as Jackson that have been doomed to 

struggle under the school-funding system ... " She is very interested in how your school 

modernization proposals could impact her crumbling buildings. 


Mrs. Biggs' letter further illustrates what I have learned from doinga study on the 
condition of schools in my district. This study found that these schools are in desperate need of 
our assistance. For instance, as Mrs. Biggs explains in an enclosed article from The Columbus 

· Dispatch, "I get $1,000 for the year for paper, art supplies, books, Band-Aids, jump ropes, balls, 
bulletin boards, copy paper, periodicals -- everything you can think of that a building needs." 
She adds that, "As you can imagine, it doesn't go very far." 

. Knowing that we share an interest in the modernization ofour nation's public schools, I 
wanted to pass this infonnation along to you on behalf of Mrs. Biggs. I sincerely hope that the . . 

· Congress will make meaningful progress on this issue this year . 

. Sincerely, 

Ted Strickland· 

D.C:.p.liFl£.1i MAIN OFFICE WESTERN OFFICE CENTRAL OFFICE EASTERN OFFICE 
336 CANNON HOt:!~'tWJ!IQE BUILDING 1236 GALLIA STREET 36 E. LOCUST STREET 200 BROADWAY AVENUE 254 FRONT STREET 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 PORTSMOUTH, OH 45662 WILMINGTON; OH.45177 JACKSON, OH 45640 MARIETTA, OH 45750 
(202) 225-5705 (740) 353-5171 (937) 382-4585 (740) 286-5199 (740) 376-0868 

TOLL FREE IN SOUTHERN OHIO: (740) 286-6647 
(888) 706-18:i3 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 
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. . t . 

Jackson Elementary School Superintendent's Office 
236 Savageville School Road 379 East South Street 
Jackson, Ohio 45640 Jackson, Ohio 45640 6141286·3088614/286·6442 

Deborah Biggs, PrincipaJ 

Jackson Elementary School. 

February 4, 1999 

Dear Mr. President: 

My naRie is Debbie Biggs, and lam an elementary principal for Jackson City 
Schools, located.in Southeastern Ohio. I listened to your State of the Union Address 
on January 19. I am in full agreement with your philosophies and planned course of 
action for the continuous improvement of education. I am writing this letter to . 
inform you that my students and staff, need, deserve and strongly desire to be one of 
the 5000 ne'w schools you would like to help build.' . 

Despite poverty and numerous challenges, Jackson City Schools are working 
aggressively to reverse and make a difference in the lives of the children we serve. 
We, as a district and individual buildings, are working on a continuous 
improvement plan to take us into the next century. We cannot, however, do it 
alone. 

The Ohio state data indicates our per pupil wealth is 40% less than the state' 
average. The state has set aside some money to help poorer districts build new 
schools. Jackson City Schools however, have slipped through the cracks, placing us 
years away from any assis~ance. This is why you must help us. If the state of Ohio . 
has overlooked our rural district, we call on our leaders in Washington to take 
notice. Our children are just as worthy of an excellent education in a safe 
environment as other children in this great nation of ours. , 

I am enclosing some information and newspaper articles concerning our 
plight. Please hear our pl~a. 

Sincerely, 

QJL~' .~) 
Debbie Biggs V 7/...v 
Principal 

\...-----------"Commfi~~®d Tc QlUIsmy IEdllJlcaaioll1l"--------------' 
. I . . • 

http:located.in


.Jackson City Schools 

Enrollment - 2805 

1 High School built in 1931 - Addition 1956 . . 

lMiddle School built as an elementary in 1950- New addition in 1995. 


, ' . 

. Money to build from an'individual's gift. No local or state money used. 
6 Elementaries - built from 1912-1955' 

Buses must cover 2200 ,miles a day. 

Some of the classrooms house 32 per room - State average is22 
. . . 

1998 - 114 scholarships worth $550,000 were awarded - many from local 
industry and individuais . 

. Partnership with the University ofRio Grande 
Partnership with Burger King, Inc. 

Grants obtained: 

Martha Holden Jennings Foundation 

Family & School Partnership Initiative 

School-to-W ork . 

Vital Links 

The Pillsbury Co.: Foundation Grant 

Ohio Environmental Education Fund 

Title I & Title VI 

Success for All Students 


The fmancial support from the grants provided field trips, science 
equipment, computers, teacher and administratorinservice, and much more. 

., . 



A bus drops otT J~~kson :, 
Elementary pupils at their home in;, 

southeastern Ohio. In its ruling, ' 
the Ohio Supreme Court noted the 
inadequate state of schools in poor .. 

districts, including Jackson, an . 
area hit hard by poverty and 

unemployment. 

For now, 

" 

schools can hope 

On a personal level, the Ohio Supreme Court's landmark 
school-funding decision did nothing yesterday to cushion 
the fall ofa Jackson Elementary School pupil who came 
down hard on a flood-buckled floor. 

The water that filled the aging building earlier this month 
. lifted up hundreds oftiles, creating a mess -- and running 
up a bill -- that the Jackson City School District is 
ill-equipped to handle. 

But the 4-3 decision declaring the funding system 
unconstitutional is allowing principal Debbie Biggs to 
dream, at least about her chances for a new floor. 

Grander visions are kept in check. 

"Southeastern Ohio l).aS a wait-and-see approach," said 
Biggs, who leads the small,rural school in Jackson County. 

"Obviously, we need some new buildings. That's no big 
secret. But people have.to understand: It won't be 
tomorrow. We might be tripping and falling all spring." 

Jackson Superintendent JackCoyan said the flood soaked 
his threadbare budget 

Including damage to maintenance equipment, computers, 
paper and other supplies, the district is looking at a 
$150,000 loss. It has no flood insurance. 
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nWere our financial situation different, we'd have had that 

floor addressed at an earlier time, absolutely," Coyan said, 

"We're notable." . 


Conditions in Jackson County and in other poor districts . 
were cited by Justice Francis E. Sweeney in his majority 
Opll110n. 

"More than three years after the 1990 (Ohio PublIC School 

Facility) Survey was published, Superintendent ofPublic 

Instruction, John Theodore Sanders, averred that his visits 

to Ohio school buildings demonstrated that some students 

were . making do in a decayed carcass from an era long 

passed,' and that others were educated in 'dirty, depressing 

places,' " Sweeney wrote. . 


. 	 U Another major health and safety hazard is asbestos, which 

has yet to be removed from 68.6 percent ofOhio's school 

buildings, in direct violation of a 1987 mandate by the 

United States Environmental Protection Agency." . 


The floor that must be replaced in Jackson is asbestos tile, 
Biggs said. 	 .. 

Coyan has requested assistance from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency to cover the cost. 

Some other examples cited -- including a coal-burning 
furnace in Lawrence County's Dawson-Bryant School 

.. 	District and the crumbling ceilings in Perry County's 
Southern Local School District -':- have been remedied 
since the suit was filed six years ago. 

The Nelsonville-York City School District in Athens· 
County soon will open a new,building to replace one that 


. Sweeney singled out for, literally, "sliding down a hill at a 

. rate ofan inch per month. " . 


Nelsonville-York Superintendent Jack Hillyer said that 

despite the benefits ofextra state building money, the . 

court's decision was necessary. 


"Remember, that was a short-term fix," he said. "And I· 
appreciate that short-term fix. I really do. 

"But we have low property valuation. It takes many mills . 

to raise much money. As long as we're dependent on tax 

money, we're probably not going to have enough money to . 
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educate children the way we should. II 

Jackson treasurer Ernie Strawser said legislators haven't 
been serious enough. 

Increases in the proposed budget, he said, amount to "a 
$73 annual increase per Jackson student -- or about 42 
cents a day." 

"We can be gradual about this forever, but every year that 
we're gradual means that another generation isn't served. It 

Strawser said he is "saddened" when he hears complaints 
about the ruling. 

"It sounds cliche to say, but now's really the time to sit 
down, roll up our sleeves and see what it's going to take to 
do the job," he said. "I think when we think about the kids, 
we'll do the right thing. " 

Mary Helen Harvey, superintendent ofTrimble Local 
Schools in Athens County, said her district of 1,173 
studenjs in the Glouster area is the second-poorest in the 
state;. 

"But people shouldn't think poor means inferior," she said 
yesterday.·"You can still do a good job when you work 
hard, and ( our students) work harder when they go to 
college.... The opportunities that students have should 
not be deterrilined by where they are born or go to school." 

Harvey said that in the last decade, "We have had quite a 
few that go on to two-year and four-year colleges. 

."I think they are seeing that education is necessary, and 
employment opportunities in southeastern Ohio aren't there. 
for people to make the kind ofwages they would like to. 

"The problem here is there is no tax base, no industry . . . 
In Athens County, education is the biggest employer with 
Ohio University, HockingCollege and the local schools . 
systems," she said. . 

Back to today's news from the Dispatch home page 
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Chris Russell/Dispatch jJhotos 

On a rainy day early in winter, . 
recess is confined to the small area 

of paved playground at Jackson 
Elementary School. 

"I get $1,000 for the year for 
. paper, art supplies, books, 

Band-Aids, jump ropes, balls, 
. bulletin boards~ copy paper, 
periodicals - everything you 

can think of that a building 
needs. As you can imagine, it 
. doesn't go very far." 

-- Debbie Biggs 
principal 

Principal Debbie Biggs ch.ecks a 
kindergartner for head lice. 

Outbreaks of lice and scabies are. 
common•. 

. Schooling 
on a shoestring 
..~... -.. - ... _- .."~. ~~---- .--.-,~,,-.,.-,,~~.~~. -~~~'". . 

Jackson County elementary 
battles poverty, funding woes 

By Rita Price 
Dispatch Stal! Reporter 

March 26, .1997. 

JACKSON, Ohio-- The groaning yellow school bus, 
twice-a-day witness to young life in this Appalachian 
county, makes its way up hill and hollow. 

To the visitor unaccustomed to the rugged, roller-coaster 
route, too few stops occurin the foreground ofsturdy, 
well-kept homes. 

One child looks over her shoulder shyly as she strides up a 
worn path to the small camper that serves as her house. 
Two others negotiate mounds of rubble and discarded tires 
before climbing the plywood tamp that leads to their 
dilapidated mobile home. 

An older boy, quick to notice the visitors stares, wrestles . 

with shame. 


"Iknow you're going to think our house is trashy," he said. 

"But we're building another one." 


Somber, however, is hardly the prevailing mood aboard 
.Virgil GofPs bus No. 14, an uncomfortable but dependable 
giant serving Jackson Elementary School's far-flung . 
attendance areas. 

A few pupils giggle and tease; several others join the 
blaring radio for a group version of You Ain't Much Fun 
Since I Quit Drinkin'. 

They all know, well before Goff hits the next gravel road 
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"People here are so used. to 
. saying: 'We're going to make. 

do. We'll make do.' And then 
you see what most other 

schools have, and you haveto .. 
ask: 'Why? Wby don't our 

children get those 
opportunities? Are we making 

do?'" 

__ Ernie Strawser 
treasurer 

Russell Gillum, 9, relaxes with his 
new puppy outside the family's 

mobile home. 

or hairpin stretch ofridge, when it is time to hold on -

tightly. The visitor, who has been asked several times 

whether she's going to be sick, possesses no such 

kIiowledge. 


The boy who worried about his house senses an equalizing 
.. moment and peers over the bus seat. . 

"Ifyou think you're having fun now," he said with a grin, 
"wait till you see how he goes over the bridge. '.' . 

. Knowing the pupils 

First-year principal Debbie Biggs also climbed aboard the 
. buses when school began in the fall. 

She wanted to get a feel for what and where her "Jackson 
E" pupils come from, she said. 

· ."One family did not have a door -:- there's a blanket hung 
up. The little girl turned to me and said, 'My dad's in 

· prison, and my mom didn't want me.' But she was patting 
me, trying to make me feel better. I told h~r that, of course, 

· people want her, because she's special. She said, 'Me? I'm 
not special. I'm nobody.' " 

Such snapshots ofdespair dOli't shock Biggs as they might . 
others. A lifelong resident of Jackson County, she well 
knows the region's perennial problems -- widespread 
unemployment, low-wage jobs, rampant family poverty. 

· And she knew when she moved from her job as assistant 
principal at Lick Middle School to the helm ofJackson 

· Elementary -- the Jackson City School District's smallest 
and poorest -- that she would see even more ofthose 
problems etched in the faces of children. 

Fifty-five percent ofJackson Elementary pupils receive free 
breakfasts and lunches at school; an additional. 13 percent 
qualify for reduced-pricemea1s. 

About 40 percent have no telephones in their rural homes, 
a thorny problem for teachers who need to communicate 
.with parents about behavior, schoolwork or illness. 

Outbreaks ofhead lice and scabies are regular occurrences, 
as are quiet efforts by the Jackson staff to provide proper 
clothing for the kindergartner who comes to school in 
December without a coat. 
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"I can't do anything abo~t their home life, particularly," 
Biggs said. "But an education is the only thing they can 
grab onto to break the cycle. Ifwe're not going to help 
them break out, the cycle is going to continue, and we'll all 
p~" ' . 

Biggs thinks Jackson Elementary has an obligation "to 
make up for some ofthe poorness." But its effectiveness 
has been limited, she believes, by a poverty continuum that " 
puts poor children and poor schools on the same line. 

"To me, this is sending a message that you're nobody -
you don't count," Biggs said. "Howin the world do you 
justifYthis place when someone else has a heated 
swimming pool? ' 

, "Fleck, I don't even want a swimming pool. I don't ' 
.begrudge the Dublins of the state for having them. But 
we're not getting the basics. I think a gymnasium is basic. I 

. think computers in every classroom is basic. I think ' 
up-to-date books is basic.' , 

"I've got kids here who have never seeri a skyscraper or 
riddenan escalator. They don't leave the county. I need the 
tools to be able to show them that this isn't the only way to 
live." 

Property-poor districts such as Jackson have been doomed. 
to struggle under the school-funding system that was 
declared unconstitutional Monday, said Jackson treasurer 
Ernie Strawser,who applauded the Ohio Supreme Court 
ruling. ' 

"Our voters are doing what's being asked," he said. 
"They're voting in the millage that would stand with 
anyone in the ,state. Whenever I go to Columbus, I'm not 
embarrassed by our effort. The wealth isjust not here to 
tax," , 

Per pupil, the Jackson school district has about $50,000 in. 
local property valuation. The state average is about 
$90,000. With an annual per-pupil cost ofS4,304, Jackson 
ranks 585th among the state's 611' districts, according to 
the Ohio Department ofEducation. 

UThe thing is," Strawser said" "there are faces behind this 
whole process ofnumbers. Let's all get serious and start 
talking about kids. U 
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Wanting more for youngsters 

About 155 pupils attend Jackson Elementary, a white, 
cement-block building that proudly proclaims itselfin 
hand-painted red letters. I 

Little about the school's structUre and style has changed in 
the 25 years since Madora Gillum, who has four sons at 
Jackson, went to school here herself 

It still has no gymnasium, no more than a scrap of paved 
playground. Music classes are squeezed into a small end of 

.the busy cafeteria, which may, on rainy or cold days, be 
simultaneously hosting a physical-education class. 

The entire art program is contained on one movable cart; 
the tiny, unstaffed library, which teachers and parents are 
working furiously to update, still has too many crumbling, 
outdated books. 

But Gillum, a 37-year-old single mother who struggles to 
support her boys on a combination ofpublic assistance and 
part-time work, has faith in these walls. 

"I have agoal," she said one day after volunteering during 
. the school's Secret Santa program. "And that is to see my 
kids get an education. I want them to live better than I live. 
I don't want them to work part time and be on welfare." 

Against alot ofodds, Gillum already has one son in 
college, at the University ofRio Grande in nearby Gallia 
County. 

Jackson teachers say her otht(r sons are bright, funny 
children who need to be chall,enged. They also have a 
staggering amount ofpoverty to overcome. 

Nine-year-old twins Russell and Trevor, 8-year-old Wyatt. 
and 6-year-old Chad rely on school for two oftheir three 
daily meals and most oftheir books and toys. Gillum's 
cluttered, aging mobile home often is in a state of chaos. 

"We know the background they're coming from, and I 
guess I was amazed at how well-disciplined they are," said 
second-grade teacher Sandy Mustard, who has Wyatt in 
class this year. "They want to' do well. They have a good 
attitude." 
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Mustard, a Jackson Elementary alumna who has bypassed 

chances to work elsewhere, is a loyal devotee of its warm, 

familylike atmosphere. She wishes it could offer more 

tangibles -- a micros~ope, a new computer program -- to 

the Gillums and other children. 


, 
"I think that's the really big downfall here," Mustard said. 
"I see the really bright chilq suffering." 

Denise Fite, Jackson's third-grade teacher, has Trevor, 
Russell and her 8-year-old son, Randy, in class. 

"I.live in town, and I bring both of my boys out here 

because I believe it's a good school," Fite said. "But I 

know we don't have the hands~on materials that you see in 

a lot ofdistricts. We have the textbooks, and we go from 

there." 


Trevor~ who easily manages straight A's, "should be 

pushed," Fite said. Were he attending a school in a 

wealthier COInmunity, he probably would have access to 

maily of the things that exist only on Fite's classroom wish 

list. ' 


"A satellite system for educational shows would be great," 

she said.· "And COS!. I would like to take my kids to 

COS!." 


. Just as it is rarely possible for teachers to schedule field 
. trips, it is impossible for Jackson Elementary to provide 

daily contact with a school nurse, guidance counselor or 

speech therapist. The district's eight schools share one . 

nurse and one speech therapist. One guidance counselor -

a new position this year -- serves six elementaries. 


"Around here," speech therapist Sherry Meyers said, "it's 
language problems to the hilt. It 

. But because the district's other speech therapist works full 
time in a pre-kindergarten program, Meyers is all Jackson 
-- and the other schools -- has. 

"It makes me sick -- just makes me sick," she said. "Do 

you really think 20 or 30 minutes a week is going to do the 

job? What happens if I miss a day. or they're sick? 

Inconsistency just blows a kid away. II 


Meyers is working with nearly 70 children a week, 

including one shy, smiling Jackson Elementary pupil who is 
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in kindergarten for the s~cond year. Her speech is so poor 
that she often is not understood; Meyers wants to refer her 
to private therapy. 

"Sure, we're fulfilling standards," Meyers said. "But that's 
irrelevant. The kids arenlt learning. " 

Finding solutions 

Becai.J.se it is part ofa district where bare-bones budgets 
have long been the norm, Jackson Elementary is used to 
looking inward for help.. . 

. Rare is the fresh coat ofpaint or new rug that isnlt 

somehow linked to the generosity ofa parent, teacher or 

local business. 


"I get $1,000 for the year for paper, art supplies, books, 
Band-Aids, jump ropes, balls, bulletill boards, copy paper, 
periodicals --:- everything you can think ofthat a building 
needs, /I Biggs said. "As you can imagine, it doesn't go very 
far. II . . 

Each classroom teacher has il $100 budget for the year, a 
sum Fite says "doesn't make:a dent in the bucket. I spend 
$100 before the door opens. " 

. Staff contributions are not merely a poor-school 
phenomenon, but in schools such as Jackson Elementary, 
they are less optional than critical. . 

"We have to buy our own sponges to wash the 
blackboards," Fite said. IIThen you have the kid who comes 

. along and is already on free lunch and breakfast, and he 
wants milk. So I pay for it out ofmy own pocket. I wonlt 
tum a child away from milk. . 

"Same thing happens," she said with a smile, IIwhen I see 
that child without a coat or mittens. II 

Staffmembers also regularly provide money for 
workbooks and weekly readers. Even when a $33 fee is 
broken into payments, secretary Janice Kight said, some 
families struggle. 

But those same parents may well offer sweat equity, the 
kind that has helped Jackson shine more this year than 
most. 
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The Parent Teacher Organization is responsible for a 

modest library renovation; staff members mutually joined a 

book club so they could donate new books. 


Biggs solicited new flags from local congressmen, 

persuaded Wal-Mart to give her $300 worth of shrubbery; 

enlisted her son, an art student, to paint murals; and spent 

$500 ofher money to tum a storage room into a teachers' 

lounge. 


Even the chair she sits on is hers. . 

"I could have spent some of the building budget on the 

office," said Biggs, who does not have one other own. 

"But I couldn't justify it. It 


Strawser, the treasurer, said'many poor, rural communities 

have a stubborn sense ofpride. Instead ofdecrying the 

irony ofa grant that provides new computers for 

classrooms without the electrical outlets to run them, staff 

members sigh and take on another problem. 


They look for electricians, saw the legs offold desks to 

make computer furniture, bring in wall mirrors so that little 

girls can check their hair in the bathroom. . 


For more than two decades, Kight, the ever-calm secretary, 

served as Jackson's de facto leader for half of each school 

day. Until Biggs received the job this year, even the 


. position ofJackson E principal was part time.' 

."There's almost a risk in showing that.we're getting by 
.	here, that we're not headed for the loan fund, because that 

gives a false sense of security," Strawser said. "People here 

are so used to saying, 'We're going to make do. We'll make 

do.' 	 . 

"And then you see what most other schools have, and you 

have to ask, 'Why? Why don't our children get those 

opportunities? Are we making do?' It 


Mark Abell, director of admi~sions at the University ofRio 

Grande, recently drove a student to Jackson to provide a 

special enrichment program. He also handed Biggs $100 

for the needy family of her choice. 


"Weare located in southeastern Ohio, in an Appalachian 

area, so we are very sensitive to the needs," said Abell, 

whose wife, Hillary, teaches at Jackson High School. 
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"Rural poverty doesn't get the attention. The inner-city 
screams ofcrime, drug use, huge societal problems. What 
this screams ofis just individual pain and suffering. II 

Abell said he often steers extra help, such as an annual . . 

university-sponsored trip to its Little Buckeye Theater, 
toward elementaries such as Jackson. 

"Access to places like institutions ofhigher learning should 
not occur first when they're seniors in high school. The die 
is cast then. Right now, these kids are so optimistic and 
·hopeful," Abell said, peeking into the cafeteria. "By the 
time my wife gets them in class, a lot ofthem are beaten 
down." . 

Sizing up the school 

Ten-year-old Seth Mercer, one link in a small circle of 
fourth- and fifth- graders sitting on the library floor, 
happily offers a broad opinion ofhis neighborhood school. 

"I like it," he said, shaking his head for effect. "I like it a 
lot. I like it because, ofthe fun stuff we get to do, and I like 
it because ofMrs. Biggs." ,. , 

His' classmates wiggle, look away and eventually nod in 
agreement. A few minutes pass before they decide they'd 
also like to add a few gentle criticisms. 

"The playground gets flooded, and we use the lunchroom 
when it rains," said Katie Cosby, 9. "It gets kind of 
crowded. The soccer nets aren't soc,cer nets. They're too 
short to. catch the ball" 

Justin Wilson, 9, said what the school really needs is a 
gym. Earlier that wet day, physical-education teacher Paula 
Erwin -- who works out ofher car trunk -- tried to lead 
exercises in a desk-fille~ classroom. 

"That's what I'm a wantin'," Justin said without a hint of 
bitterness. "I help my dad sell candles, and I just might try 
and get enough to help build one -- a big one. 

"And the one thing I have to say about this library is, we 
need some new books. " 

"These are all old and ripped," Katie said. 
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II Sometimes," Seth adde~, "they fall apart. " 

Were Seth, Katie and Justin to venture much beyond 
Jackson County, Biggs knows, their' assessments might be. 
less kind. 

·"They know this is old," she said. "They don't know to 
gripe." 

But the Jackson High School student council officers found 
it hard not to when they returned from a December visit to 
Dublin Coffman High School. 

"They have this big room with nothing but college material 
in it,", said Jamie Hale, 17. IIMost ofus didn't even know 
they have that stuff." 

Kristin Gilliland, 17, was awestruck by Dublin's Internet 
room, reference room, number ofadvanced-placement 
courses and science equipment. 

At Jackson High, science teacher Charles Bowman said, 
the labs have "nothing modern, and we haven't for years. 
There's no way we could run an AP chemistry course 
because we don't have the facilities. It's like it was 40 years 
ago when I was in schooL" 	 . 

Biology labs fare even worse: Teacher Diane Richards has 
to bring in buckets ofwater for experiments. 

·	"I think we have educational opportunities in Jackson, and 
some excellent teachers, II said 17-year-:-old Morgan 
Washam, who visited Dublin. "But the fact ofthe matter is, . 
they have a lot more opportunities." 

Still, what many people don't understand, said Kay Jewell, 
a first-grade teacher at Jackson, is that equity advocates 
don't expect instant parity with rich, suburban districts . 

.They expect compaSsion and honest effort. 

nWe've got people up here, and we've got people down 
·here;" Jewell said, holding her hands a foot apart. "You 
just have to make sure you're trying to pull the bottom up. " 

Ifthe Gillum boys are aware ofthe obstacles life has put 
before them, they aren't saying. Or perhaps they're merely 
busy jumping over each one. 

Madora Gillum's tired eyes sparkle a bit when she describes . 
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their plans. The flat voice gains pitch. 

"Trevor's already telling me he's going to be a doctor. I 
said, 'Yes! Go for it!' Wyatt, he wants to build skys~rapers. 
Russell wants to be a lawyer. Chad, he's the only one who 
hasn't got his head out ofthe clouds," Gillum said ofher 
youngest. 

"He'd still like to be a cowboy." 

Back to today's news from the Dispatch home page 
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Creating a Learning Society: Jackson City Schools!" 
, , 

University of Rio Grande Partnership Benefits Students, Staff, & 
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, provided with in-depth e'xposure'to,' 
. , , 

with disabilities 'are th'e ultimate 
. 

,of RlO Grande (URG) prof~ssors Dr. ' 
Ralph' Shibley and Dr, Charmaine 

' 

Lepley, developed a plan to signifi
cantly improve the preparation 
of special education teachers! 
intervention specialists. Acting on 
their belief that early and extensive 
exposure to a variety of classroom en~ 
vironments is a critical component in 
preparing URG graduates to meet the 
needs of children with disabilities 
"across the spectrum" (Le., from 
kindergarten through twelfth grade, 
and from ages five through 21), they 
appro,ached Jackson Elementary 
School. 

At about the same time, Jackson 
Elementary School staff were engag
ing in their own buildingwide reform 
efforts to more meaningfully include 
children with disabilities in r~gular 
education environments for a major
ity of the school day. Teachers, who 
were opposed to inclusive practices 
three years ago, are now outspoken 

Dr. Ralph Shibley, professor at the UlJiversity of Rio Grande (URG), demollstrates an instruc advocates for educating children with 
tional approach to URG student Taslm Sommer, . and without disabilities together. 

Teachers-in-Training 


acuIty members from 
the University of Rio 
Grande's College of Edu

cation have joined forces with Jackson 
Elementary School staff to, improve 
the academic and behavioral perform
ance of children with and without dis

, " , ' ',' abilitie~. Through th~ est~blishm:nt 

the classroom early in their univ'ersity 
program and prior to the standard 
student teaching experience. ' 

While university students receive 
obvious professional and per,sonal 
gains from this arrangement, Jackson 
Elementary School teachers believe 
t~at c~ildren - especially n~niqenti-

beneficiaries of the partnership. U Any 
time you put two instructors in the 
classroom at the same time, you cut 
the student-teacher ratio in half and 
you get nothing but gains," explained 
special educator Tammy Wyant. 

"Traveling Parallel Paths 
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, ' DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
Medical Center 

17273 State Route 104 , 
Chillicothe OH 45601 

January 8, 1999 

.In Reply Refer To: 538/135 

Ms. Debbie Biggs 
Jackson Elementary, School 
236 Savageville School Rd. 
Jackson, Ohio 45640 

Dear Ms. Biggs: 

On behalf of our veteran patients, we extend our heartfelt thanks 
for your generous donation of the children's letters of 
appreciation (received 12/3/98). 

I 

It would be ~mpossible for our staff to fulfill all the 'special 
needs of our patients. Only through the efforts and generosity of 
our volunteers areiwe able to offer so much to our hospitalized 
veterans .. 

Thank you, once again, for your kindness. It is indeed comforting 
and a reassurance to our veterans that they are not forgotten. 

Sincerely, 

// ,; /1

1'> /' // 
/{;~~t;/;({f-~ /;YI>----
GAY£E ISON 
ChIef, Voluntary S~rvicie - I 



Jackson E. Students Honor 
United States Veterans 

.. 
Students at Jackson Elementary celebrated Veterans' Day with 

special guest, Chief Petty Officer Palil Haller of the United States 
Naval Reserve. Chief Haller expressed his pride in serving this . 
great country. He. explained how we need to celebrate Veterans' . 
Day as a way to honor past and present veterans for their dedica
tion and valor. Chief HaUer shared many items used daily by ser-' 
vice personnel.while on the field. The students especially enjoyed 
a video displaying pictures of. historical monuments, military 
bases, and Navar carriers and aircraft. The video concluded with 
the popular Lee Greenwoodson~ "GodBless the U.S.A." Chills 
and a few tears wen:! experienced by all as the students joined 
voices in a salute and tribute to our veterans. Pictured are Chief 
Haller and Russell Gillum. 

Martha Holden Jennings 

Foundation GrantAwarded . 


Jackson" City 'Schools "were recently awarded a- Martha Holden 
Jennings Foundation Grant. The purpose oftht; grant' was to 
expose the district's fourth" and. fifth~grade students to a 
planetarium experience. The monetary contribution. enabled 
Jackson City Sc11001s to take t.he 420 fourth= and fifth-graders to 
Shawnee University's planetarium in. Portsmouth; Ohio. The. 
students were required' to identify seasonal constellations, 
planets, nebula .and star clusters at the planetarium. They returned 

.to their; classrooms to continue their investigation of the "night 
;skies" with films, reports, art projects and computer software. 
Pictured are Jackson Elementary students and teacher Mrs. Mary 
Hess. lpstead of making Christmas cookies, the students made 
cookies" of planets and stars. 

"'-" 
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.Jackson Elementary, Burger 
,KingParti;ers In Education' 

JackSon Elementary and Burger 
,IGngRestaUrarttshare a bond of 
.,.being.,.: ~ar!riex:s )~c-Education. 

Burger Kj.ng treats seven of 
:. Jackson ElementarY s students to 
; lunch every : month, The lucky 
~:pupils are ,selected by their teach
ers for displaying' the virtue of· 
themonth~ The staff is also treat
ed toa free breakfast .twice a year. 
.. ~urger King will be presenting 
their. Stranger Awareness 
Program . to the' Jackson. 
Elementary kindergarten class in 
December. In May; they 'will pro

. vide' hami:mrgers for Jackson 
Elementary's Olympics. 

Jackson Elementary has two 

benefit nights at Burger King tc 
help raise money for field trips te 
.columbus. , ,The money from th( 
aqua skills game located on tht 
counter of the Jackson Burge; 
King is also donated to the schoo 
to help pay for the buses used t( 
go to Columbus. . . 

Those at Jackson Elementar) 
feel very fortunate to have th( 
financial support and the educa 
tional support Burger Kinl 
Restaurant has given. Several o. 
the employees at Burger King sa: 
they have enjoyed working witl 
the school as much as the stu 
dents have enjoyed Burger Bea 
and his friends. 
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Owls, .PI~nes,l;()alAn,.d.lVIorl 

FieldTfip Provides 5.th~Graders Hands-:OnEducatio 


, • ." •••• " • w', :" e • '. " . "." ',' ., 

BYlbu> T~OMPSON. J~. 
Times~Jourrial Writer 

, , 

SCientific' theories and cDnc~pts'
came alive fDr fifth- grade student!) 
in the JacksDn City SchDDI District \ 
Thursday afternoon as mDre than 200 
students visited Canter's,Cli.ve4-H 
facility fDra spe~ial learn,ing expe- , 
ditiDri.' " " . 
Thep~se Df the trip was fDr stu- " 

dents to learn'mDre,;;lbDut science
related tDpiCsin a hands-on,fashiDn; ,',.' 
The ev~ntwas paid fo'rhy the Vital 
Links, Grant, which the distriCt! 
received earlier in the year. This, " 
grant :also provides added fUJ:~ding , 
fDr SCIence classes.. " , , 
. Many people frDm ,different orga~ , 
nizatiDns'were Dn harid to. .derriDn~': 
strate their variDuS hDbbies DFoccu~:' 
patiDns. 'thDse persons and the' 
tDpi<;sthejt'dh;cu'ssed wel;'e:}.1il.: 
<;ired and JDhn Finsel, water-relat-: . 
edD~c~patlDns;Clndy, Jenkins, .' 
MeadPapei; Gail Llmx, birds; Kyle' 
Lewis, aeronauhi:1?; Dav~Sa.nlples, ,
archeolDgy;andBreildaWe~fDfthe Leaming.more abo.ufbirds'such~s' fal.;:6ns was just· part o.f the purpose behind a day~lo.ng, sdeJ 
Sands Hill CDal CD:,cDal.. . iceXpedition fDrJackso.P Scho.o.I District fifth-graders held at Canter's Cave ,4-H camp last Thurs< 

The youngsters Were mesmeiized' The bird was being held by Gail Laux~the,executive directo.~ Df the. Ohio. Bir? Sanctuary. 
as Lewis, a.t his statiDn,displayed ' ' , 
his radiD~cDntrolled-mod,el I;\ir~ ·werefaIcoris,owls ~nd chicken . naL !'It can huntsuccessfully dur-' event. She also. believes this h; 
planes. He .displayedmaniDfhis hawks .. Theowl drew a pDpular ,ingthe day, butitseasier fDr them, pDsitive IDng-term effect Dn Ie, 
biggerplane~ arid explained hDW respDnse as .. itflapped its wings' to. Dpenlte'und~r the CDver Df dark- ing principles. 
they were built. Late; he did a: flight when the YDungsters had a chance ,ness." .' .' .' "One of.the best ways to. lear 
exercise fDr. the entire group.. to see it. HDwever, thestudents.The.studentsltDDk a.deep interest throligh first-hand experienc! 

Flight of a more natural nature coul~ nDt petthe bIrds due to. their in all Dftheactiyities Dff~red dur-. said Biggs. "AlsD, having all 
was being explairi'edjust acrD$S the. place Dn federal prDtected list. . ing the day aridenjDyed the out~ stlidentstogetheibuilds strDng 
way as C;~il. Lauxfthe executive' Laux also'explained why the Dwls ·CDmes.aSSDciated with the event. ..within the school district." 
directDr Dithe OruDBird ~nctuary, 'ar~ knDwnas npctui}lal creatures. . EventcDordiflator Debbie. Biggs,. She and the other SchDDllead 
:iisplayed many 4ifferenttypE;s'Df, "The.Dwl ip vety.slow,m,mpvem~t.,alsD. the priricipal at JacksDn Ele- '.are hDping these ,kinds DHearn: 
'irds. .' .....;.. '.' ....... ' .' and therefDrehas to. sneakup Dn its meritarySchoo~, extendedherthariks . activities,will continue to. be Dffe 
.Afl)D:nis :,thDSe fD.wIs ~li~pl~~ed . prey/' Laux.tDld:TheT~s~Jour-. ·tDeveryDne fDi.Pii~ticipating in the . inthe·futu~e. 

Franklin Elementary SchDol student Jessica Henderso.n (with Brenda Weber from Sands Hill ,Coal Co.. go.t a receptive re~pDDl 
ands up) was IDo.king to.wardthe ski as Kyle Lewis (no.t pictured) from the Jackson fifth-grade.students. J~st after her discussio.n () 
'as pqtting o.n his radiD-Co.ntrDll~d airpl~nedemo.nstratiDn. Co.al and <;o.al mining, the yo.ungstersto.o.k a mo.ment to. have so.rr, 
Viatio.n principles were o.nly o.ne o.f severiscientific activities dis fun during theday-Io.ng scientifjc,fact-finding mission at Canter 
layed,atCanter's Ca"e Thu.rsday afterno.Dn. ' Cave 4-H camp inJackso.n Township. 

http:afterno.Dn
http:theday-Io.ng
http:day~lo.ng


Last Wednesday il1 this space, • a r~naway ~inner ~~t only in his 

the editor tcissed'sweet-smelling home Jacks~n County, but in each 

editioral' bouquets:to Jim of the four c.ounties that comprise 

Ricpenhoff, Tom Evans and the the,94th Ohio House District. 

trio of. Lady Baesman, Dick . Although j Republican-leaning 

Billman and Alana Billman:' . Jackson County saw fit to sen,d 


These five persons "Yere honored' Democrats to both the Congress 

in the editor's first~installment of and the state se~ate;they over~ 


his annual Good Guys/Good Gals whelmingly~ supported Carey: in 

column. It's meant to be a journal- his bid for his third twocyear term. 

istic tip of the hat: to. 'Jackson· In fact, Carey rolled up a higher 

Countians ,who through their individual vote total in Jackson 

achievenients, deeds and exam-·· Cpunty thari any other contested 

pies, made'a positive impact 0/1 . candidate. : 

the lives. of local folk during the <:arey, who. began hisp6litical 

past year. . "" .., . career as a popular and effective 


Riepenhop£f spearheaded the . mayOr.of Wellston; to'ok his knocks :. 

bond 'issue . campaign that will before gaining' succ~ss·, of the 

result in the construction of two 'regional lev~1. He lost,by a big, 

new buildings for the Wellston margin to incumbent State 

City School District.'As mayor of Representative Mark Malo~e in 

Jackson; Evans has presided over '1992 before breaking thr,?u'gh and 

an efficient. and progressive,upsetting Malone twp year ,later., 


DEBBIE BIGGS, \municipal administration without He 'followed, up this success,by 
Jadtson Elementarythe benefit of a city income tax, . trouncing ,different challengers. in School PrinCipalMeanwhile, Mrs, Baesman and'the HoJd;' the school' h~s bec(ml~ both 1996 anC! 1998. . , 


Billmans. teamed up to .organize. something ofa.posthchild for .The reasonth~t mqny djdn't per-

one of the most successful charity educatibnal want.. . '." haps n()tic~ this. big, political' 

hind-raisers in the history of the ,Not content to bite' her lip and accomplishment is Carey's hum~ 

county -- the Relay For Life event simply ';get by," Pdncipal Biggs ble manner.! Unlike most" politi

in August that, supported the \:tasspearheaded an effort to rai~e cians, he doe{m't try to bring fltten

Ame":ican Cancer Society.· the 1 bar at' Jackson Elementary, tion:' to himself· and he doesn't· 


But' even a's I write,. they are ' SchooL She has gladly and grate- spe\Ai populist bombast I, that 

moving to one side so other wor~ fully accepted donations and con- sounds good, but means little in 

thy Jackson Countians can join' tributionsfrom richer di1;;tricts the real world, And Carey has kept 

them in the spotlight. And here such ,as Thomas Worthington and ,in dose contact with his con

they come; two more Good GuysCindnnati Indian Hill.' ~tituents thr?ugh regular' foruins 

and Good Gals,.." S~e has been willing to try ri,-!w . in the local communities and, by 


I programs arid pursue grants in maintaining~' regular sche~ule of 
Some colle~gues may have won" order to improve and expand the appearances at loca:! events. :, 

dered if Debbie Biggs .made the- edufational opportunities at her . In' -his low-profile,' non-con
correct career' decision several.' school' and broaden the students: ,fio!,\tational: way, Carey works 
years ago when, she 'sought the ,horizons: She has ,attempted to . within the system to get things 

. pOSition 'of principal.of Jackson improve the facilities by seeking done' for his . district ' and, for 
Elemeritary SchooL . ,donations, but also has drafted her Jackson Coul'\ty., And; of.course, it 

, The Jackson 'resident and veteran artistic son·' to paint murals helps that Carey is a mem~er. of· 
jackson City School District educa- ,throughout the building to make it the majority! party and' that he's 
tor, had been the assistant principal.,' ,a bhghterand more . attractive viewed by his ·colleagues·as·a team 
at Lick' Middle School and her place, player. As a ~ember of the power

JOBNCAREY,hard-working, ,hands-on', style Through it all, she has demon- fulFinance Committee, he should 
.State Representative.,.,madeher respected by her superi-' strated an estimabl~ commitment 'be in a position to make sure that 
94th House District'ors, peers, staff and students. and' indomitable spirit to succeed ' Southeastern Ohio, th.e 94th 

But the Jackson Elementary at~~r . mission/which isn't about District and Jackson Countygef a state money to other distriCt pro
. assignrilent brought with it ~ome . just running a schooL More impor- fair shake' from state government. jects,' including the _ Markay 

sobering challenges and di~advan- ··.tantly, it's about truly helping and Carey's influence and presence Cultural Arts Center in Jackson 
tages. Perhaps more than any' carmg about the children in her ,was likely .a factor whe!) the state, and the Universitv of Rio Grande. 
other single building in the, dis- charge. 'through the 9hioSch60l Facilities On the economic' developmenl 
trict, the' students come from 01,1t- . , , Commission,; allocated more than front, he also worked to pass legis
lying areas and,' a greater percent- Very quietly and with little fan~ $28 million for a majo~ school- lation that would make it more 
age df them from modest to poor . ,fare," State Representative John building construction package for viabie for developers to establish, 
backgrounds. ' , Carey of Wellston has be,come not the Wellston "City School. District. industrial parks in this area. 
, Also, the building and facilities' orily one cif the most liked and' He is also working on a legislativ~ Through it all, John Carey has 
are' somewhat old,' deficient and respected public servants in,al\of plan that wOilld help districts such remained the same person-
generally' lacking. When the Ja,ckson CountY; but a major politi-., as Jackson City that are "years a:way polite;. unassuming, accessible and 
Jackson' 'Elementarts plight 'cal ~oice and force· in the region. from· state building assistance .. committed to public:servicc and 
became better. known statewide ,and state as well. . . . . under the current formilla, but yet making a differe~ce,' for his home 
because'6f~n in-depth' article in' .When the election.'returns came .. are saddled.with old biJildings in state, district, cotintyand commu-
The Columbus pispatc1! and because 'in late on the evening of Nov. 3, need of imm<'diate'replacement. nity. .(More HOllorees 
of damages caused in the 1997theVshowed the Reoublican ,Carev Carev has also worked. to brim!' r n'n. T'l.;r TAlMI, \ 

http:principal.of
http:mayOr.of
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Photo By Pete Wliso 

Jackson Elementary School Principal, Debbie Biggs (left 
gratefully accepts 28 boxes of new or gentIy-used'book~ 
donated by the Cincinnati Indian Hill School Districttha 
were delivered Dec. 22 by Indian Hill teacher and former res 
ident, Dr. Melba Reno (center), and her brother, Jim Price a 
Jackson.. 

.~llo ,ted'Local"Sch;fjd:t
Rec~~~s LitercUyiGrjjJ 
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:"'By)PETE:' WILSON . 
'"~~~~,.i~~,Edit()r 

;Whe~ stud~nts:f.etuin to Jackson Elementary School MOi\day 
, aftertheh6lidaybi:eak, even the skeptics in the bunch will believe 

there.reallY lsJSantaClaus. " ..•. :;., .. 

.In this ca~e:';SantaClaus" was impersonated by students~d 

residents of t1!e Iitdian Hill School Distri,ci-.twho generously donat

e.~ 28b6x~s;()f ri~w'oigently-used·boq~s to th~}?cal school. Indian 

$llj~awe,iUthy district in suburban (:incinnpti ... ". ..,.... '. .' 

. The delivery of the hundreds ofbooks was made on Dec; 22 by 

}a(;k5on resictenfJim Price and his sister, MeibaPrice Reno, a 


..".~g"~".~g~ ..,,.~~.~.th..'~,~;.p,".:".t~~91" .. ,~.Indi.:il~.J.;li"},IP,:J~!;r,JfJj;~ hanqt,().. gr~te
W~~t14tyt~~CfiPt::the;)iterary'·giftwas'1adciofi~.Elementaxy 'Piiricipal 
::::)DebbieBiggs... ..,.,..:, , , . 
'..;i~· Sin,:e thestuqen,.tsand parents of In9:~.y{ }mf Primary Sehool 
'::~:ibasicaIiy, decldedtO officially "adopt'NjJ~~6n' Eleme~hary'as a 
;:nconi:i.qiling good1N:ill project, Mrs. Renoifidicates that~oreand 
:,'! oilier lypes of doriations .will be ma.de. $chool supplies will likely 
',~.\ b',e the',next, cate!??& 9~ iiving. :,' ~ .....,~.,,'. .' ,.~',. '. ," . :.. ,".',."" : 
/}The project was rrutiated when l\1r';'. Price'; suggested to his ,sister 
•:c:~ that . Indian Hill· consider ,adop~g.J,ack$o~ ~1¢D:tenJary tIe was 
),: finlfuai" \¥ith ·the sd,loo1's probl,~Ill:~:~d.:;rri~tena1sh9rt¢mings, 
~;whkh'resillffrQm a lack. of weaHh>Th~,,1997flood :~lsodamaged 

:::1ithe sch60l~i::;;,:ti",.. ' '." , ..' , ", ',' ,.,''',. .,' 
'{' . ,!'I got a phone call from Jim, who had t;ilkedto a parent who 

,\ was concerned about school supplies," Mrs. Rimo recounted. "He 
"said we (Iridian Hill) should aqopt. this school." ,", 

, Price said he toldhis sister, "it was payback time," a ~efererice to 

',her days growing up in a big family in JaCksonCounty,and,now 

,having the golden opportunity to help a school in her home cO,un

. ty that did not enjoy the same educational advantages asher cUr
, rent schpoL 	 ' . '..' ,..' " 


Mrs. Reriobroachedthe idea to her principal, Sandy Harte, and 

'. she found her to be very receptive to the notion of helping Jackson 

,Elementary. lA coriunittee was formed and it was decided to 

"adopt" the local schooL 


Please See BOOKS Page A2 

-------....

B'OOKS: 
Continued From Page 1 

";Ib.€!.~pqn~~ w~srp'henome!laV' -
Mrs. Reno recounted . ."Not'· one 

person said no." She notoothat 


. staff, stud~l;1~,~d parents:~y';er¢ , 

enthusiastical>61.lt the initial':bOot<~ 

donationpiOject and respondec[iby 

donating ~yeritable library ofclill-
dren's'boOks . 

N1rs: ,: Biggs was delighted with 
the"donation and says the bQoks 
will'be used in the main to establish 
ba.dly needed, classroom libraries, 
~pich will increase the oppoltuni

,ijes for students to read. 
,'" Noting that ~me of the books are 
part of .the· Accelerated Reading, 
Program, 'the p'rincipal said, she 
would stri:ve to' find the related 
computer program that dill bl7 used 
in tandem with the books. 

Although Jackson Elementary is 
definitely not Indian Hill Primary 
School, Mrs. Reno was impressed. 
with the efforts of Mrs. Biggs and 
the staff to help Jackson Elementary 
in being the best it can be. 
,"You've done a wonderful job 

With what you have," she told Mrs. 
Biggs as they finished a quick tour 
of the building. , 

"We've come a long way," the, 
principal ~ responded, "but it's a' 
continuing thing." 

Another major step on that path 
was taken last Dec. 22, thanks to a 
local family that remembered its 
roots and the generosity of a school 
,district a hundred miles away. 

http:enthusiastical>61.lt

