
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

OFFICE OF THE DEPU1Y SECRETARY 

JUL 2 2 1997 

Peter John Carna 
8407 Shadow C.T. 
Coral Springs, FL 33071 

Dear Mr. Carna: 

I havc been asked to respond to your letter to the President regarding the conditions in your classroom. 

The President agrees that the condition of the classroom is a serious problem, not only in Florida but across 
the country. The General Accounting Office has estimated that one-third of all schools in the Nation, serving 
more than 14 million students, need extensive repair or renovation of one or more buildings. Many students 
attend schools that have antiquated heating, plumbing, or electrical systems, that do not provide full access to 
persons with disabilities, or that do not have the infrastructure needed to adopt new educational technologies. 
In addition, because of rising enrollments, many school buildings are overcrowded, and States and localities 
will need to build some 6;000 new schools to serve additional students in the next decade .. 

The President has addressed this serious problem by proposing the Partnership to Rebuild America's Schools 
Act The proposal would provide a one-time $5 billion stimulus to help States and localities bring all public 
school facilities up to acceptable standards and build the additional schools needed to serve increasing 
enrollments. It would do this by providing subsidies to pay up to one-half the interest costs on construction. 
bonds, or an equilavent amount to communities that use other financing mechanisms to pay for school 
construction. 

Some Members of Congress have also recognized the severity of the school facilities problem and have 
introduced the President's proposal. In the Senate, Senator Carol Moseley-Braun has introduced the bill as 
S.456 and in the House, Rep. Nita Lowery has introduced it as H.R 1140. The latter bill has been 
cosponsored by almost 100 other Members. 

Also, the President has included tax incentives for school construction in his recently announced tax package. 
Under this proposal, states would be able tc allocate tax credits to help pay for construction or renovation of 
schools with a high percentage of low-income students or that.are located in empowerment zones or 
enterprise communities. 

I was very interested to learn about the serious school infrastructure problems in Coral Springs, Florida. 
hope that, with funds from Federal, State, or other sources, YOli will be able to undertake the renovations that 
are clearly very essential in your community. 

Sincerely, 

i 
, // . /;/ /1 { . 

(~/))~~l1 //( . ~i(/lL!:( 
--Tanva'M. Oubre 
Special Assistant to the 
Deputy Secretary 

600 INDEPENDENCE AVE.. S.W. WASHINGTON. D.C. 20202 

Our mission is to ensure equal access to.education and co pr~more edu~orio'lClI t'xcellence rilroll9ilOut tile Norion. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY SECRETARY 

Zhicheng Hua 

39-7556 Street 3E 

Woodside, NY 11377 


Dear Zhicheng Hua: 

I have been asked to respond to your letter to President Clinton regarding the overcrowding in your school. 

The President agrees that the condition of the classroom is a serious proBlem, not only in New York btit 
across the country. The General Accounting Office has estimated that one-third of all schools in the Nation, 
serving more than 14 million students, need extensive repair or renovation of one or more buildings. Many 
students attend schools that have antiquated heating, plumbing, or electrical systems, that do not provide full 
access to persons with disabilities, or that do not have the infrastructure needed to adopt new educational 
technologies. In addition, because of rising enrollments, many school buildings are overcrowded, and States 
and localities will need to build some 6,000 new schools to serve additional students in the next decade. 

The President has. addressed this serious problem by proposing the Partnership to Rebuild America.'s Schools 
Act. The proposal would provide a one-time $5 billion stimulus to help ~tates and localities bring all public 

. school facilities up to acceptable standards and build the additional schools needed to serve increasing 
enrollments. It would do this by providing subsidies to pay up to one-half the interest costs on construction 
bonds, or an equiliwent amount to communities that use other financing ~echanisms to pay for school 
construction. . . 

,Some Members of Congress have also recognized the severity of the school facilities problem and have 
introduced the President's proposal. In the Senate, Senator Carol Moseley-Braun has introduced the bill as 
S.456 and in the House, Rep. Nita Lowery has introduced it as H.R. 1140. The latter bill has been 

cosponsored by almost 100 other. Members. 


Also, the President has i~cluded tax incentives for school construction in his recently announced tax package .. 

Under this proposal, states would be able to allocate tax credits to help pay for construction or renovation of 

schools with a high percentage of low-income students or that are located in empowennent zones or 

enterprise communities. 


I was very interested to learn about, the serious school infrastructure problems in New York. I hope that, with 

funds from Federal, State, or other sources, you will be able to undertake the renovations that are clearly very 

essential in your community. 


Sincerely, 

Tanya M. Oubre 
Special Assistant to th<f 
Deputy Secretary 

600 INDEPENDENCE AVE.. s.w. WASHINGTON. D.C. 20202 

Our tnission is to ensure equal acceSS to educaUon and to promo!£"" eduC(J~fonal 'exct!lleilce Otfoughout the Nalioll. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 


OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY SECRETARY 

JUL 2 2 1997 

Karen Lester 

31 Miramar Dr. 

Pennsville, NJ 08070 


Dear Ms. Lester: 

I have been asked to respond to your letter to President Clinton regarding the Administration's schools 

construction initiative and the infrastructure needs in the Pennsville, Ne~Jersey schooL 


The President agrees that the condition of school buildings is a serious problem, not only in New Jersey but 
across the country. The General Accounting Office has estimated that one-third of all schools in the Nation, 
serving more than 14 million students, need extensive repair or renovation of one or more buildings. Many 
students attend schools that have antiquated heating, plumbing, or electrical systems, that do not provide full 
access to persons with disabilities, or that do not have the infrastructure needed to adopt new educational 
technologies. In addition, because of rising emollments, many school buildings are overcrowded, and States 
and localities will need to build some 6,060 new schools to serve additional students in the next decade. 

The President has addressed this serious problem by proposing the Partnership to Rebuild America's Schools 
. Act. The proposal would provide a one-time $5 billion stimulus to help States and localities bring all public 

school facilities up to acceptable standards and build the additional schools needed to serve increasing 
emollments. It would do this by providing subsidies to pay up to one-half the interest costs on construction 
bonds, or an equilavent amount to communities that use other financing mechanisms to pay for school 
construction. 

Some Members of Congress have also recognized the severity of the school facilities problem and have 
introduc,<d the President's proposal. In the Senate, Senator Carol Moseley-Braun has introduced the bill as 
S.456 and in the House, Rep. Nita Lowery has introduced it as H.R 1140. The latter bill has been 

cosponsored by almost 100 other Members. . 


Also, the President has included tax incentives for school construction in his recently announced tax package. 
Under this proposal, states would be able to allocate tax credits to help pay for construction or renovation of 
schools with a high percentage of low-income students or that are located in empowerment zones or 
enterprise communities. 

I was very interested to learn about the serious school infrastructure problems in New Jersey. I hope that, 
with funds from Federal, State, or other sources, you will be able to undertake the renovations that are clearly 
very essential in your community. 

Sincerely, 
I ' 

l 

,--\'/!.-:: /' ;: I />/'. 0:: :,/.;.>~ 
(,,-1' 

Tanya M. Oubre I 

Special Assistant to the 
Deputy Secretary 

600 INDEPENDENCE AVE.. S.W. WASHINGTON. D.c"20202 

Our mission is to ensure equal access 10 education and to promoIe edltcClCional excellence throllgholll the Natioll. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 'EDUCATION 


OFFICE OF THE DEPUlY SECRETARY 

JUl 22 1991 

Mildred Hiner 
6066 North Bay Drive 
Clarkston, Michigan 48346 

Dear Ms. Hiner: 

I have been asked to respond to your letter to President Clinton regarding the Administration's schools 
construction initiative and the infrastructure needs in at Washington Middle School. 

The President agrees that the condition of school buildings is a serious problem, not only in Michigan but 
across the country. The General Accounting Office has estimated that one-third of all schools in the Nation, 
serving more than 14 million students, need extensive repair or renovation of one or more buildings. Many 
students attend schools that have antiquated heating, plumbing, or electrical systems, that do not provide full 
access to persons with disabilities, or that do not have the infrastructure'needed to adopt new educational 
technologies. In addition, because of rising enrollmcnts, many school buildings are overcrowded, and States 
and localities will need to build some 6,000 new schools to serve additional students in the next decade. 

The President has addressed this serious problem by proposing the Partnership to Rebuild America's Schools 
Act. The proposal would provide a one-time $5 billion stimulus to help' States and localities bring all public 
school facilities up to acceptable standards and build the additional schools needed to serve increasing 
enrollments. It would do this by providing subsidies to pay up to one-half the interest costs on construction 
bonds, or an equilavent amount to communities that use other financing mechanisms to pay for school 
construction. 

Some Members of Congress have also recognized the severity of the school facilities problem and have 
introduced the President's proposal. In the Senate, Senator Carol Moseley-Braun has introduced the bill as 
S.456 and in the House, Rep. Nita Lowery has introduced it as H.R. 1140. The latter bill has been 
cosponsored by almost 100 other Members. " 

Also, the President has included tax incentives for school construction iIi his recently announced tax package. 
Under this proposal, states would be able to allocate tax credits to help pay for construction or renovation of 
schools with a high percentage of low-income students or that are located in empowerment zones or 
enterprise communities. 

I was very interested to learn about the serious school infrastructure problems in Michigan. I hope that, with 
funds from Federal, State, or other sources, you will be able to undertakethe renovations that are clearly very 
essential in your community, 

Sincerely, 

j 
.-'// _. , /':/;

;--{({.Ij«,/-r. f /!! 
\ if 

. Tanya'.f.,,1. Oubre . 
Special Assistant to t~e 
Deputy Secretary 

600 INDEPf':NDENCE·AVE., SW. WASHINGTON. D.C. 20202 

Ollr mission is 10 ensure equal nccess 10 edt/cnlion and 10 promote educational excellence Ihrougholll lilt! Nalioll. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY SECRETf.Ry 

JUL 2 2 1997. 

Nanette M. Roberts, Ph. D 
113 Glendale Road 
Scarsdale, NY 10583-1928 

Dear Dr. Roberts: 

I have been asked to respond to your letter to President Clinton regarding the,Administration's 
schools construction initiative and the infrastructure needs of our schools. 

The President agrees that the condition of school buildings is a serious problem, not only there but 
across the country. The General Accounting Office has estimated that one-third of all schools in 
the Nation, serving more than 14 million students, need extensive repair orrenovation of one or 
more buildings. Many students attend schools that have antiquated heating, plumbing, or 
electrical systems, that do not provide full access to persons with disabilities, or that do not have 
the infrastructure needed to adopt new educational technologies. In addition, because of rising 
enrollments, many school buildings are overcrowded, and States and localities will need to build 
some 6,000 new schools to serve additional students in the nex~ decade. 

As you are aware the President has addressed this serious problem by proposing the Partnership 
to Rebuild America's Schools Act. The proposal would provid¢ a one-time $5 billion stimulus. to 
help States and localities bring all public school facilities up to a,cceptable standards and build the 
additional schools needed to serve increasing enrollments. It would do this by providing subsidies 
to pay up to one-half the interest costs on construction bonds, or an equilavent amount to 
communities that use other financing mechanisms to pay,for school construction. 

I was very interested to learn about your concern about the serious school infrastructure problems 
in the nation. I hope that, with funds from Federal, State, or other sources, our schools will be 
able to undertake the renovations that are clearly very essential. . 

Sincerely, 

(/.:f.!i-if/' 
,. 

Tanya M. Oubre . 
Special Assistant to the 
Deputy Secretary 

600 INDEPENDENCE AVE.. s.w. WASHINGTON. D.C. 20202 


Our mission is (0 ensure equal access to education and to promore educario'1al excellence rliroughour chi! Norion. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 


OFFICE OF THE DEPU1Y ~ECRET~Y 

JUL 22 1997 

Steven Glaser, President, 
Sparks Electric Service, Inc. 
3176 Little York Road 
Dayton, OH 45414 . 

Dear Me Glaser:· 

I have been asked to respond to your letter to President Clinton regarding the Administration's schools 
construction initiative and the infrastructure needs in Ohio Schools. 

The President agrees that the condition of-school buildings is a serious problem, not only in Ohio but across 
the country. The General Accounting Office has estimateci that one-third of all schools in the Nation, serving 
more than 14 million students, need extensive repair or renovation of one or more buildings. Many students 
attend schools that have antiquated heating, plumbing, or electrical systems, that do not provide full access to 
persons with disabilities, or that do not have the infrastructure needed to adopt new educational technologies. 
In addition, because of rising enrollments, many school buildings are overcrowded, and States and localities 
will need to build some 6,000 new schools to serve additional students in the next decade. 

The President has addressed this serious problem by proposing the Partnership to Rebuild America's Schools 
Act. The proposal would provide a one-time $5 billion stimulus to help States and localities bring all public 
school facilities up to acceptable standards and build the additional sch00ls needed to serve increasing 
enrollments. It would do this by providing subsidies to pay up to one-half the interest costs on construction 
bonds, or an equilavent amount to communities that use other financing mechanisms to pay for school 
construction. 

Some Members of Congress have also recognized the severity of the school facilities problem and have 
introduced the President's proposal. In the Senate, Sen'ator Carol Moseley-Braun has introduced the bill as 
S.456 and in the House, Rep. Nita Lowery has introduced it as H.R 1140. The latter bill has been 
cosponsored by almost 100 other Members. 

Also, the President has included tax incentives for school construction in his recently announced tax package. 

Under this proposal, states would be able to allocate lax credits to help pay for construction or renovation of . 

schools with a high percentage of low-income students or that are located in empowerment zones or 

enterprise communities. 


I was very interested to 1eam about the serious school infrastructure problems in Ohio. I hope that, with 

funds from Federal, State, or other sources, you will be able to undertake the renovations that are clearly very 

essential in your community. 


Sincerely, 

i 
/'1

... i. ; ..•.,/' ! ,./ 
~{j! <'} ;\( '. ,;'. 

,/
Tanya M. Oubre 
Special Assistant to the 
Deputy Secretary 

600 JNDEPENDENCE AVE .. S.W. WASHINGTON. D.C. 20202 

Our missioll is to ensure eq.wl (lceess to e(/uc(llioll and !O p~omote edllcClliorwl excellence [llro(lg/lO(lr Ihe Nalion. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 


OFFICE OF THE DEPUlY SECRETARY 

JUL 22 1997 

Arthur Sweet 
18321 Ventura Boulevard 
Suite 340 
Tarzana, CA91356 

Dear Mr. Sweet: 

I have been asked to respond to your letter to President ,Clinton regarding the Administration's 
schools <::onstruction initiative and the infrastructure needs in Southern California. 

The President agrees that the condition of school buildings is a serious problem, not only in 
California but across the country, The General Account~ng Office has estimated that one-third of 
all schools in the Nation, serving more than 14 million students; need extensive repair or 
renovation of one or more buildings. Many students attend schools that have antiquated heating, 
plumbing, or electrical systems, that do not provide full access to persons with disabilities, or that 
do not have the infrastructure needed to adopt new educational technologies. In addition, . 
because of rising enrollments, many school buildings are overcrowded, and States and localities 
will need to build some 6,000 new schools to serve additional students in the next.decade. 

The President has addressed this serious problem by proposing the Partnership to Rebuild.! 
America's Schools Act. The proposal would provide a one-time $5 billion stimulus to help States 
and localities bring all public school facilities up to acceptable standards and build the additional 
schools needed to serve increasing enrollments. It would do this by providing subsidies to pay up 
to one-half the interest costs on construction bonds, or an equilavent amount to communities that 
use other financing mechanisms to pay for school construction,. 

Some Members of Congress have also recognized the severity of the school facilities problem and 
have introduced the President's proposal: In the Senate, Senator Carol Moseley-Braun has 
introduced the bill as S.456 and in the House, Rep. Nita Lowery has introduced it as H.R 1140: 
The latter bill has been cosponsored by almost 100 other Members. : 

I was very interested to learn about the serious school infrastructure problems in the Colton 
School District. I hope that, with funds from Federal, State, or'other sources, you will be able to 
undertake the renovations that are clearly very essential in your:community. 

, Sincerely, 

I 
/--::.1((f,;{(;4.: /~!{
t J '" .,' .,I!., ,. / 

Tanya M, Oubre : 
Special Assistant to the 
Deputy Secretary: 

600 INDEPENDENCE AVE .. S.W. WASHINGTON, D,C, 20202 

Our mission is 10 enSure equal access to edllcalion and to prolllole edtlcalional excellence '/lrougho,i, 1Ill! Nation, 



" , 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF, EDUCATION 

OFFICE Or THE DEPUlY SECRETARY 

JUL 22 1997 

Mamie Starr 

Coalition for Adequate School Housing 

1130 K Street, Suite 210 

Sacramento, CA 95814, 


Dear Ms., Starr: 

Thank you for your letter to President Clinton regarding the Administration's school construction 
initiative and the infrastructure needs in California. . 

, As you may know, in addition to the Partnership to rebuild America's Schools legislation, the. 
President has included tax incentives for school construction in his recently announced tax 
package. Under this proposal, states would be able to allocatetax credits to help pay for 
construction or renovation of schools with a high percentage of low-income students or that are 
located in empowerment zones or enterprise communities. 

We appreciate your interest and support on this critical issue. 

Sincerely, 

·-(i'·"".!'1 flA /'\, I 
( ...... ~L, (Jcl!.''. rl(,JL.(J?i..~.... 

J' 

Tanya M. Oubre ­
. Special Assistant to the 
Deputy Secretary: 

600 INDEPENDENCE AVE .. s.w. WASHINGTO;-':. D.C. 20202 


Our mission is {Q ensure equal access {Q edllcarion Clnd {Q promote educmional excellence throughout the Nalion. 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENTOF:EDUCATION 

~FFICE OF THE DEPlJIY SECRETARY. 

, " JUL 2 2 1997, 
I 

Mr. Walter G. Amprey 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 

. Department of Education 
200 East Main Street 
Baltimore, MD 21202 

Dear Mr. Amprey: 

Thank you for your letter to President Clint~n supporting the Administration's school construction initiative. 

As you may know, the President sub~itted our school construction bill: the Partnership to Rebuild America's 
Schools Act, to the Congress on March 13. This proposal would provide a one-time $5 billion stimulus to 
help States and localities bring all public school facilities up to acceptable standards and build the additional . , . 
schools needed to serve increasing enrollments. It would do this by providing subsidies to pay up to one-half 
the interest costs on construction bonds, or an equivalent amount to States and co~unities that use other 
financing mechanisms to pay for school construction. ' 

The US, Department of Education is also launching a school facilities clearinghouse this fall which will 
provide districts, sUites and interested parties with infoimation on school design and construction, school 
facility financing wiring school building for technology 'and upgrading disability access, among other things. 
M~reover, the Technology Challenge and Technology Innovation Gran~s will make funds available to help 
states and communities purchase computers, education software, train teachers in effective use of technology 
arid develop partnership for creative ways to use technology in learning. 

Unfortunately, the recently-announced balanced budget deal between t~en President and Congress, did not 

include funds for the school construction initiative. However, the federal government, through our 

clearinghouse and technology grants, will'continue to provide t9chnical assistance and research to school 

districts on this issue. 


Also, the President has included tax incentives for s~hool const~ction in his recently announce tax package. 
Under this proposal, states would be able to allocate tax credits to help;pay for construction or renovation of 
schools with.a high percentage of low-income students or that are located in empowerment zones or 
enterprise communities., . . ".. 

We appreciate the support you have offered for this proposaL 

Sincerely, 

"'-'/ . , . 
.' ,'J I I/,~.! </;,l '/ic.-'! )'/ i'')(t l/(.,(IJ!;)l~ (~

/i -. -­

Tanya M. Oubre 
Special Assistant tO,the 
Deputy Secretary 

600 INDEPENDENCE AVE.: S.\\'. WASHINGTON, D.C. 20202 

Our mission is to ensure equal access to ed'ucQUon and ro prorno(~ cdllcaliclnal excellence thr~!lghollr the NatioTl. 
• j . ­


