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Ms. Tonya Martin 
Domestic Policy Office 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Ms. Martin: 

I am honored to bring to your ,attention two groups for 
inclusion in the White House Conference on School Safety to be held 
next month. I am confident that representatives from Minorities 
in Law Enforcement (MILE) and the LegiSchool project, both of 
Sacramento, California, would make a valuable contribution to the 
conference. 

For your review, I have enclosed background information on 
both of these organizations. MILE, represented by its executive 
director, Regis Lane, is a non-profit youth advocate organization 
which lobbies to ensure brighter futures for urban youth. It is 
the only ethnic coalition of law enforcement officers in my state 
dedicated to addressing the needs of urban youth. Mr. Lane can be 
reached at 916/812-9541. 

The LegiSchool Project is an educational collaboration between 
California state Univ~rsity, Sacram~nto and the California state 
Legislature. It is designed to cuItivate civic virtues among, 
California's high school students. The executive director of The 
Center for California Studies at CSUS ,is Timothy Hodson. He can 
be reached at 916/278-6906. 

Thank you in advance for considering'the inclusion of MILE 
and the LegiSchool Project in the White House Conference on School 
Safety. I appreciate your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

ROBERT 
Member 

T. MATSUI 
of Congress 

RTM:ct 
Encl. 

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS V' 



Claire L. Barnett 

, " J' , 

York Healthy Schools Network 
',' 

fax/518A62-0433 

," , 
••1, " •• 

:.,. " .' ,~. 

" , 

9i{S,outh Swan Street, Albany, NY 12210 
tellS 18-462-0632 

~,-~.j,::.~.." . 

,'r. 

'" : I.': , 

.'.... 

'",'
.,\<' 

" 
~,:, . . 

': 

"r 
. ,," 

, " 

"','" 

.~' ,,' " I 

. !:-, 

:J '; 

" .~ .: " '1" , " 

"" 

.' 

" .:" 

,, , 

. i ." 

" '" 



.' 


,::WHY WORRY WHEN YOU SEND YOUR CHILD TO SCHOOL 

What We Recommend 
\ , , . 

Insiders' Views: What You Don't Know Can Hurt You 


Why Children Need Healthy School Environments 


The Hard facts of School facilities 


Healthy Schools: Starting To' Do It Right 


,Healthy Schools Networlc loolcslorward ~ 
, ,hearing from more schools that have aclopted Edited by Claire BarneH

boom and/or administrative policies and pro

ceclures to proted children's environmental 
 Healthy School. Network, Inc. 
~health and to improve Facility management. Manh 1999 
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.' ...
;'1>,':, .WHAT WE RIECOMMEND: Support 'Healthy School Environments' Legislationl 

• 	Make·i~i.jdr~n's environmental health and safety a New York 
State P,r.iority. 


SUPP'or(S3615 Marcellino/A 2068 Englebright 

The,q~ildren's Environmental Heallh & Safety Bill of Rights 


• Help sc~ools stop indoor air pollution from toxic products and 
supplieW 


SuppoftS3617 Marcellinol A 5178 Englebright 

Th'e $(;'11001 Pollution Prevention Purchasing Act 


• 	Creah{h~cllthier standards for school construction so that 
5Choolrh~ve.breathable indoor oir, energy sovings, ond are 
not sit'Jd,'on or neor hazards. 

Supp,6ri,S3614 Marcellino! A 4700A Englebrighl 

The fr'riproved School Siting and Construction Act 


• 	Stop th:~; use of toxic pesticides by schools. If schools use pesti
cides,.t~ey,must tell parents ond school personnel in advance. 

Supp:9:r~S3621 Marcellino!A 4701 A Englcbright 
The S¢h6o.llntegrated Pest Management Program Act, and 
SupPl:ii'iA2042A Englcbright 
The Parent Notification of School Pcsticide Use Act 

••••.1
Create school health and sofety programs to help schools 
reduce risks. 

Support A 4702A Englebrighl 
The Environmental Health and Safety Program in Schools Act 

Restore school Minor Maintenonce and Repair funds to the 
budget. 

• 	Restore RESCUE funds for school construction and for provid
ing public informotion obout focility conditions to the budget. 

TIlefol/owing groups supporl tile 'Hellithy Scllllol Envimnmellts'lef{is/llti"If (Ii.l'l ill for: 
motion): Em'ironmenta} AilvrlClltes; Advocates for Children/NYC: American Lung A.r.'iOcim;wl 
ulNYS; Citizens' Enl'imlllm:nrai Coalilion; NYS COII~"ess of Parents 111111 Teochers (SllIIe 
PTA); New York Slme Un ired Teachers; Nilliolllli Edllwriolll\ssocillfiIlIlINY; Ceil/fill NY 
ClJl1Jmillct: an Occllpational Sl~rety llnd liealth; Ne\v York Commilfee an Occuplltioll Safely 
(llId Nelillh: Weslcm NY C"m",ittee on Occllpalionlll Sllt~ty IIlId lIealtll; NWIII'III Reso"rces 
Dejf:l1Se Council: UlI);llC ojCrJII.'lcrvmiOlI Vorers ofNYS: West lIar/em Environmellffll Action; 
Cb,i/ Service Employees Associafion; Cmmmmity Alll'lJca!esj(lr Edur:ll1ir)lla/ Excel/cnce: 
Physic:ialls}iir Social R-t.'~"I)()fI .... ibililyINYC: New York CoolirioJl jiJr A/re1'lImives to Pesticides; 
Narional iludllboll SocieiylNYC; United Parcllts Associatioll u/NYC; flealthy Scholiis 
Network. 

, .;}:~;', 	 INSIDERS' VIEWS: What You Don't Know Can Hurt You 

.iJ'f:· "'-W-e-r-lI-l-he-{-I,-·(-tl-}{-!II-[-II-U-II-ly-s-·c-h-o'-II-p-'-'o-b-le-II-,s-:-c-'''-;I-d-re-l-l-w-il-/I-I-er-II-'/1-i1-,g-or-s(-'C-ir-II-I'-I-'(}-b-le-II-/S-;-"-'i'-II-c'-lC-'e-;-'e-A-,d-e-r-sl-'i-I'-i-ss-u-e-s,-'e-'-II-/i-f)-'f-il-'(-U-IC-il-,g-';-O-I-'e-r---' 

·.•.;./i?'.'.:.:.:.. '.·.. crowded classrooms; lack (If texIS and labs; blls safef)', But wilat many parents lind community members dOIl'1 hcar, lind ",hal schools do 
nol repor{, is thaI scilOol.\· sl!fferfmm pervasive Cllvironmel/!flll'rohlcms Ihat liarlll children {I/ld personllel. SOllie environlllcilltli problems 

:.:;;>, . are cosily prevellltlble or correctable; some lake mOlleY,or sll/ff The shocking cases !Je!{J\v illustrate ihe pen'asive lIalllre (if Ihese GIII!

;i\·' ,--ce_i_'II_s._H_e{_II_I'_')_'S_c_'_IO_o_Is_N_CIl_,_·o_r_k_IV_(_m_I._,_e"_'e_f}_'_c_h_il_d_lI_ll_d_e_n_lp_l_oy_e_e_l_o_/_w_v_e_{l_"_e_'I_V_il_'f/_"-:II_'C_Il_Il_'I_I)_''_H_!fe_lI_lld_h_e_al_I/_'.l_'_sc_·/_IO_"_I._______--I 

• wester~~~'y: State Education Department approved a new school site: 
locateditll)<ler high power transmission lines. adjacent to a chemical dump, 
next to ileavy. metal manufacturers, and under an Air Force Base fI ight 
path. Hchltny Schools Network's inquiry into the pennit process revealed 
thaI thej)'epartment was failing to comply with State Environ-ment 
Quality';Re'view Act procedures requiring it to notify relevant state agen
cies andihe public. 

• 	 Wester~\fVY.One parent has been urging school repairs and maintenance 
practice~.t9· eliminate polluted air since 1993. Her children need anti
inflmnmatory medications only during the school year. The school has 
refused~j6:acknowledge or hear federal and state agency information on 
improvf~'g:school air quality.· Reports this parent, "Even if it takes me a 
year, l~t\n':almosl always find out what really happened" 

• 	 Wester~:.~r A parent seeking improved indoor air quality for her asth
matic, allergic child, such as control of printing press and other fumes 
seeping}[lto classrooms, has found it easier to home-school her young 
child thU'n 'to battle denial and foot-dragging by school officials, 

• 	 Westenliv,Y. Parents who complained at a 1997 Regents public hearing 
about acse~s to environmental information have found even the Education 
Commiii~ioner can't make the system work: his staff sat on his request for 
over a ye~r:-The children are frequently ill and required to attend school; 
the pare~t;;.still don't have information. ',' . 

• 	 Westeni,tYy. Healthy Schools Network was called by an upset school prin
cipal, not because he needed information, but to complain that we had no 
right to:glv¢ infonnation to "his" parents. Healthy Schools had responded 
to the 16C'ilJ'parenl association's request for infonnation about US EPA's 
school ~i'r'quality program. 

.Cetltral:NY.. Students and staff had continuing health complaints due to 
indoor a'lf;pollution; faculty feared job retaliation. After the superintendent 
rejected ~;parent-Ied community petition to stop the routine use of pesti
cides, h~.~r~.:asserted control by u'eating the playing fields with herbicides 

. before a:sotter game, and by refusing to authorize the cleaning of the 

buildingi,sventilation ducts, 


• 	 Central NY.. A superintenaent refused to halt a construction project despite 
serious'respiratory illnesses' in students; faculty on siek leave, arid pleas . 
from th~;?uildinlrprincipal who also was ill. The district had the same' 
problem:tvv'¢ years earlier, according to state agency slaff,whoadded that· 
neither it);(state de'partmerlts of Health or Education have the capaCity for 
on-site ellt6rcement'ci(ctiildren's health protections'.iilSchools under reno. 
vation. i;(,:" .. 	 , . . , ' 

• N()rthef~:NYIAdiro;ulacks. Hazdras at a middle school inCluded a rope 
ladder u~~d as an exit on the third floor, loose asbestos, open stain.jells that 
aided th~rspread of fire arid smoke, over-crowded Classrooms, and wiring 
dating b~ek"to tre 19205. A small fire in the first-tloor bathroom was catae 

strophiC;';smoke quiekly rose t6 the third noor, with only a Iirilited means 
of escap'~.:After requesting corrcctions, the Education Department issued a 
Temp0i#;Y:Certit1cate of Occupancy to allow school to be re-occupied. 

': ::~:" ;': 

• 	 Northern NYIAdirotldacks. A health-impaired middle-schooler was made 
ill by repeated exposures to out-dated. off-inventory pesticides. contrary to 
his health plan and state law. School officials denied having information 
about laws for school pcsticidc use or for enforcement of health plans; the 
regional BOCES said it was not allowed to talk to parents or the local par
cnt association without the school superintendent's pennission, 

• 	 Northem NYIAdirondacks. A parent visiting a school under renovation 
had an asthma attack walking imothe building. The school promised but 
failed.to control dust, fumes. and debris, A neighboring district allowed 
contractors to excavate a new basement with diesel equipment under the 
building while school was in session. 

• 	 Norlhem NY. A parent of a child suffering from her third bout of bronchi
tis this winter in a school where staff are also ill, is re-requesting air test 
data. The principal shared inconclusive tests from the early 19905; the par
ent has independently learned that school conducted air tests two years ago 
after the ventilating system was replaced, 

• 	 Northern NY. Community members on a facility committee sought better 
than average air quality and energy efficiency in their new community cen
ter school. After presenting their own research, they were told by the con
tractor that it was too late, evcn though ground, breaking was months away 
on a $1 I million all-new building. " .". 

• 	 Mid-Hudson. A low-income single parent. pleadir:~; for a' cl~:!ner indoor 
environment for her asthmatic child was reminded by the principal that 
children are required to go to school, that children who can't keep up are 
sent to special education, and that schools are mandated to report child 
neglect - such as too many absences. She moved out of town. 

• 	 Mid-Hudson, A school is closed from spring break until the end of the 
school year. Despite parent and teacher protests, the school engaged in too;" 
hasty and ill-timed floor replacement over spring break and, upon reopen- ,": 
ing, found the school's concrete subfloor, installed furniture, and walls sat: 
urated with solvents whose fumes immediately affected the health of stuc\ . 
dents and staff, . 	 . 

• 	 Mid"Hudson.· A parent finally moved her child to another scho61 after' ,. 
repe,ited complaints to reduce noise. improve air quality, rind clean up the: ; 
white' dust from interior demolition work conducted wtiile school was in . 
sessi9n went unanswered. The dust covering the cafeteria proved to be , 
heavily contaminated with asbestos. . .. ".' '.:'i· 

• 	 Mid-Hudsofl. A pili'ent eriroliea her Jhild in a private school after she irlad1 

vertently discovered the public school's dry-erase markers for white 
boards used in all the classrooms set off her daughter's severe headaches, : 
as well as headaches in several other first graders. . ' 

• 	 New York City. An academically talented student has now switched 
schools three times 10 avoid the construction fumes and dust that trigger 
severe, prolonged asthma attacks. Because of these acadelruc schedule 
intelTtiptions, his parents arc no longer assured that he is eligible'to rctur[l. . 
to his original competitive high school. • 

(CO/ull/lled Oil l;exl page) 

http:failed.to
http:practice~.t9


'ilf~,(\r 	 ' 

:{fil;~:Ji'I,fsID~RS' VJ.EWS (C(JIlrillllcdJi'om prcviOlis page)' 

'!11~,;i;W}}1::W1;;,'~.'~!~~';)[,{;"::'.: ~".. . ' , 
';\iii;;:~~~;Pi~'"rbrk City. TH~ Nc\v York City Board of Education renovated ~ 
:'l;r:':!'!};:;I~,~\)eiiscd:sj:)ace that had been a dry cleaning plant, then bussed in elementary 
':,l1V,/:i:::i:,::i'£itiJ'diits from another neighborhood, Community groups, who knew lhe 
:. ·),,~'it~:';';;'Ai a potential ,state Supe'ifimd site; were unable to get the board t~ 

i'2j~sc'cthc scliool'of lel(p,li-~iits until the sloj'y'wMfrorii-prige' ne'Ws for ai, 
'f 1';"\" 	 ., 

\Ye6K:Slate Educatio,n al~o had approved the lease. , , 
ii':),:,'Ne'WiYotk City. Wliile )'lie Ciiy'banned coal boilers ycars ago, it exempted 
~ij:ii .. ,:, ;,,':i;iG;scIlO'cils': leaving hundreds of buildings with dangerous, back-firing coal 
:::::;!~X;:,i;';6iJiic;\~'that spew fUlllcs and particulates into classrooms. A year ago, scores 
,;IK:;;;;iW:~>:tif.'~i'tid~nts were trcated and rekased from local hospitals with carbon 
,'\,~, !;-.'\.• :, ...:;,,::.\....;' .. ;: • 

i 'j;,';:-:, ,/,,:imori6xide poisoning that can cause permanent neurological damage and 
i:1jfNif;i':~;~,\R~,i;"pealthproblems. Schools have no carhon monoxide dctectors; after 
,,:/(;'-"\:i~!;,\::-:I9,9,q::state bond funds are lIscd up, City schools Will stili have 125-150 
'(" .....,,. ," I 'b" ",'1 . ,
;i",:\:'~:'.iiW'~9~\ ,01 ers rcmammg. 

":,;:',,«:f!;:N¢w)',ork City. A child was killed at a poorly-supervised school construc-


WHY CHilDREN NEED HEALTHY SCHOOL ENVIRONMENTS 

Children are compelled to {lTIend school. Biologically, children are nor just lillie adults: they are uniquely vulnerable to environmental 
health and ,,,,rety hazards, OCCllpationa/ sarety and health standards were not designed/or children; nor do they apply to children allend
infi school, Schools are not reqllired to employ schoolnllrses, nor report pllpil accident, illness, or injlllY, 

;i;r;::::;'6~:'J;;-:~imm~ental Protection Agel/cy. "Children are particularly at risk from 
~,;l;'!:;:::::~h(,ii,~<?~n:cntal hazards in thrce ways: because children's systems arc still 
::A',<'i,9~'Y~I,9Iji,ng.'. ,they are more su~ceptible to environmental threats; because chil
::"/',),i:Iren eat proportionately more food, dnnk more tlulds, and breathe more air 
,,;\<,: p'6r lipllfid of body weight. and because they play outside more, they are more 
,::,f:;;:;',::~xP9~,f,~"toenvironmental threats; because children are least able to protect 
:::,~',~,:::,:,:thei~s~!,ves, their behavior., ,such as crawling on the ground or the tloor." 
,;<'i:,:'~xp?,se~' them to different environmental hazards," (US Environmental 
-:;'':}::>'':,P(~,ti:~ti.911.A.gency, Environmental Health Threats to Children, EPA 175-F
':,f:';;:; ,::.9,6"q,oJ.';:,S,eptcmber 1996) 
';'t:':',:~lliericariPublic Health Association. The American Public Health Associa
:.;;ii,,;,:'\tio~! ','r~cognizing that most environmental health regulations are based on data 
.':\ .. / .... ,",::"." 

<:,:::':;"(I~d~rii!,yrrom research on adult humans.,., and recognizing that there are tens 
;:i,h..'>6,r. tl)o,~,sands of chemicals in commercial use whose toxicity has never been 
;/'!.i".-,:tested and whose potential dangers to children are unknown ... , supports the 
Yilf:,/~,'i.h.du'~:i\ii'~ .of protection of children in all environmental policy, legislation, and 
j\:::'!\:,:icguJaii6n; (and) supports federal, state, and local policies that build healthy 
'jii:-: e'nvironinents for children and that prevent exposures to environmental haz

:,J'<',,:; aidS:,: i::: (Policy #9511 adopted by the Governing Council of the American 
':::;::'" 'Public,Health Association, November 1995) 
!;:1i;:iti:Ai~,eri.c~~ Academy ofPediatrics. A "healthful school environment" is 
,i!\',";,',':dcfined'as "one that protects students and staff against against immediate 
:,it,(.:::';ihJ'~r);::o'r.disease and promotes prevention activities and attitudes against 

,,':'F,-;i:'\ k'riow'lr~isk factors that might lead to future disease or disability." (American 
:,;:;\,<A~'acJel~Y' of Pediatrics, Committee on School Health, School Health Policy 
:/i.i;<.:'alld'i?ra[:tice, Fifth Edition, 1993) 

:l~ifi~:t~:),' TH=TIES 


:;:'l.'<:"" US Giive'rnment Accounting Office. "While laws compel children to attend 
:~:;:,;;, :,~,.:'~c·hi-io.C~oine school buildings max be unsafe or even harmful to children's 
,,'~:i:':·;:health:.":Half of schools surveyed by the US GAO self-reported at least one 
':t:',:,:i,:,\;,ii~ati'sfactory environmental condition, and the cost of repairs ran over $112 
,:,::::':.:'::biliiorC(United States Government Accounting Office [USGAO], School 
:,!!,::,':>;iaCilitilL"Collditiol1 ofAmerica's Schools, 1996) 
r:,::"':',Ni!.w. to~k.'State Education Department. New York State's 4,200 cl'lssroom 
Ti:::',;,b,uildings enrolling nearly 3 million children are operated by over 700 sc~ool 
;(:~,0::\di~t*.ts: ,New York's schools require an estimated $25-30 billion in repairs 
:::::'~'i( :to:c~fi~'ct:hazar4s, The poorest children have the school in th~worst con?i
,;:~;;',:Y;'~iori'!;p.i0!Jlems include faulty wiring, fire safety problems, inds>or air po\\u
::\:.!,>tiOn'(74:%~of schools), serious overcrowding, and poor heating (20%) and 
:';::,ii"venliliiion'(37%). (New York State Education Department; USGAO, 1996) 
":::':'~~;i\Y.hile"ih~'Education Dep<,1rtmen~ is charged with protecting pupil health and 
;},,::.\i(safdY~~li.has ilOt required schools tQ submit five-year Capital Asset 
:i,~JJ'.'Pri:s'cr~'ation Plans; it does not require schools to employ school nurses; it 
::i.%t:;!:!,\~9~,S)/i9'tyeport pupil 'accide~t, illn~ss, or injury; it does not have staff, to help 
:'{!:':(i;;;,;~},th,,!;n,vltonmcntallssues. (Education Department staff II1tervlews, 1997-99) 
:,:':":::',::YNewtYO'i-k City Board of Education. A 1998 survey of facility needs esti
;';;:::':,>~~,it~a:th:~t schools need~d $11 billion to creat~ "adequate" facilities. The 
:,'\/:~~r;SN,~~~jJ'(ailed to evaluate polluted indoor air, the cost of controlling lead 

lion site after a rooftop brick fell four stories onto her head. Instructions for 
wOl'k'site health and safety were casually ignored, 

• 	 l.Aml{ Island. An immigrant parent was told her asthmatic nine-year-old 
should drop .out if she could not brealhe in school. The district offered no 
other soluti~ns:' , ','. . . . 

• 	 umg IsulIld. After a moldy classroom prompted too many teacher as;hma 
attacks and hospitalizations, the local union got the window replaced, the 
decayed carpet eliminated, and lhe ventilating ducts disinfected, The 
teacher has returned and is now somewhat healthier. 

• 	 Long Island. A school was given a permit to pave around the building 
with 500 PPM lead-contaminated incinerator ash bound in asphalt. The 
New York State Regents, who two years earlier had been urged to adopt 
measures to eliminate new sources of lead in schools, took no action. 
Department staff verbally assured the Regents it would not happen again. 
A follow-up student project is measuring lead content of the run-off. 

First National Research Conference on Children's Environmental HealJh. 
"In the United States, children spend most of their time indoors, where they may 
be exposed to a number of indoor air pollutants. There is considerable evidence 
that childhood asthma can be exacerbated by exposure to indoor air pollutants." 
(Ruth A. Etzel, Medical Epidemiologist, Asthma and Acute Pulmonary Hemor
rhage Among Infants: Respiratory Diseases Linked to Indoor Air Pol/ution, 
First National Research Conference on Children's Envirorunental Health, 1997) 
Natiollallnstitutes ofHealJh. "Asthma., ,mortality among children ... has dou
bled over the last decade ...and five million suffer from the disease, ... Air pol
lution is of special significance because it is preventable." (Landrigan, et aI., 
Children's Health and the Environment: A New Agenda for Prevention' " 
Research. Environmental Health Perspectives, June 1998, NIH Publication 
No. NIH 98-218, p 788) Chlorpyrifos, the most corrunonly applied'pesticide in 
New York State schools, has been linked to headaches, dizziness, loss of coor
dination, and muscular weakness, (New York State Department of Law, 1994;' 
Devra Lee Davis & A. Karim Ahmed, Exposures From Indoor Spraying of 
Chlorpyrifos Pose Greater Risks to Children than Currently Estimated, Envi
ron mental Health Perspectives, Vol. 106, No.6, June 1998). 
American Lung Association. "Asthma is the sixth ranking chronic condition in 
our nation and the leading serious chronic illness of children in the U,S. It is 
also the number one cause of school absences anributed to chronic condi
tions .... Among the substances that may trigger attacks: smoke, airborne 
molds•...dust, ... many household and industrial products; air pollutants; " 
scents ...." (Lung Disease Data, American Lung Association, 1998-99) 
Nationally, the American Lung Association has just announced a major focus 
campaign to improve indoor quality in schools, 

contamination in soil; paint, or tap water, or to ensure that all student's have 
playgrounds and playing fields. New York City has I, I 00 schools enrolling 
1.1 million pupils who are 78% African-American, Hispanic, or Other, 

Minority. 

New York State Attorney General. Of schools surveyed by the Attorney. 

General, 87%, used pesticides, Pesticides are applied in,ev<::ry N~w York 

City school and at least 88% of Long Island public' schools; upstate schools 

reported a.74% use rate. ','The pesticide.s mOst freRuen\ly us~d in schoo'is ';, 

may cause short-term, acute, or ... chronic health' effects. ,',stich as, ... vomit- . 

ing, headaches, skin i~itations, ... behavioral:a~dem~tionaidistu~,,:" 

bances,., .(and) asthma-lik~ problems,'; (New'York: SiaieD~i)<irtni~~t of 

Law, Pesticides in 'scho'~is.:'Red~ci~g'ihe' Risks);'ebni;;;'y'{994Y' : ... 

New York state Co!~p(roiier. A~diis (i ?9~~97)·lla.v,~ i:sv~alecl,thaischools 

have poorly funded maintenance programs; have misallocated funds for 
facilities; use poor pwchasing practkes; don't ds> energy ,!udit~; and hav.e 
failed to follow, meager child heal\h laws written in the I 940s. While schools 
are just beginning to'consiger energy conservation, even the Pentagon in 
Washington, D.C. has "gone green" with a 25% energy,savings retrofit; real 
estate developers are notcreating "green" office towers and hotels to meet 
consumer demand for facilitics that are healthier for occupants. (Healthy 
Schools Nctwork research files) 

http:0::\di~t*.ts


STATE EIFFORTS FALL SHORT: SchoollEnvironments .Haven't Improved 

The ihlf~:BOaid of Regenl~' efforts have fallen short. While it has studied 
schoo.l'l~cility problems and adoptcd new policies, none of its legislative pro
posal(have linked funds to resolving environmental problems or protecting 
childreiFs:health. Reforms recommended to the Regents by the School 
Environmental Quality Subcommittee (1994) were strongly supported in the 
field:($t/~vey ojScho()1 Officials, Office of Facilities Planning, 1994) 

TlJer(/~e:~ixed results from the Governor and the Legislature. while the . ,), . 	 . 
Govcr:rioi attempted to repeal laws and funds to protect public health (1995), 
he led.tnc 1996 state bond act which included $125 million to remove coal
boiler{fro.m ·'{chools. In 1997, a $2.4 billion school facility bOlld act, champi
olled.bY 'the Assembly Speaker, was narTOwly defeated for lack of information 
about 'hbw funds would be spent [n [998, the Governor vetoed the Legisla

ture's request 1'01' additional funds for school construction. Although state aid 
for school construction has uoubled since 1994 to $909 million, school repair 
neeus remain sevcre. 

In 199H, fewer than .one-third of school union presidents reported health and 
safety committees,; 34% of 506 local presidents reported that conditions 
threatcned public health (New York State United teachers 1998 Local Pl'esi
ucnts' Survey). Schools were the most hazardous of all inspected workplaces 
in Tomj)kins Country rei)orted the Ithaca-based Mid-State Labor Coalition 
(AFL-CIO) upon reviewing recent feueral inspection reports. And 12% of all 
auult clinic patients seen over nine years were personnel complaining of chem
icals in use in schools, reported the state-funded Central New York Occupa
tional Health Clinic in 1998. 

HEALTHY SCHOOLS: STARTING TO DO IT RIGHT 


While there [Ire pleniy of problems and the needfor school repair alld COIISrn!etilill funds is severe, there are 
zero or low-cost steps schools (Ire taking today to protect children alld improve elll'imnlllel1lal practices . 

• FUil,~~',CiJy School District, The City of Fulton School District has created a has hired its own health and safety professional to train staff. review asbestos 
Disu:ic\ Safety Committee (DSC) whose mission is to "ensure that students and repons, and proactively respond to environmental concerns. 
staff.ru:e'provided with classrooms, buildings, and grounds (a school environ • Baldwin Unioll Free School District. The district has significantly reduced 
menii{.",tiich is safe, secure and healthy, clean and in good repair." Founded in the lise of pesticides \vith a written least-toxic Integrated Pest Management plan. 
1992;,~tJ:ie DSC is comprised of representatives of many stakeholder groups. A Board of Educatio'n member attending the NYS School Boards convention in 
The.DSC meets regularly; the board's pro,active response to indoor air quality Rochester last t:11l repolted there arc 110 costs to prior notification of the usc of 
and p'e~i management issues have resulted in lower insurance premiullls for the pesticides. 
distri~t.a!1d voter approval of a local bond act. 	 ' -liJtle Falls City School District. The district created an employee Health and 
• &lst,Greenbush Central Sclwol District. In 1997, the East Grecnbush Safety committee during the course of construction that successfully prOlect.:d
Centt,al'$chool Board of Education adopted a comprehensive policy on School the health of building occupants. The building contractor reported at a Fall 
Enviiqnmental Quality and procedures for a Health and Safety Committee. The 1998 Empire State Reports Conference that the committee provided useful,
uistriii'also is cooperating with state agencies to 'improve energy efficiency and effective on-site assistance. 
indoor)ir quality. , • Oswego City School District is reducing its use ()f indoor pesticides; aecoru
• PitiSf.drd Central Sfhool District, As a result of progressive leadership, includ ing to 1998 Freedom of Information Act responses, it has eliminated the usc of 
ing :i:safety and health committee at the Pittsford District Teachers Association, herbicides on playing fields.
the di~trict has addressed safety and health concerns associated with the up • Baldwillsville Central School District has created an' intensive energy efficient
gradifig: of middle schools, especially auditoriums, to the construction of an program in conjunction with Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation, as well as
addftibn to the middle schools two years 'lg0. Not unlike many schools, the established:l no-pesticide, organic playing field. It also used low-ouor custodial 
Pillsfqid District had indoor air quality programs, most notably with an art kiln supplies.
and ~ith inadequate fresh air in the science instruction classrooms and in a stor

o New York CiLy School District, A public school building principal and custoage ari:a. Inadequate ventilation was the primary culprit. 
dian have successfully worked with the parent of a young child wito health 

o lIti'Tficlis Unum Free School District has adopted as its own the Regent's 
problems triggered 'by environmental factors. With an air cleaner in the classGuiding Principles of Environmental Quality, adoptcd board policy to promote 
room, the teacher reports that all the children are healthier, and the asthmaticsand'riilplement Integrated Pest Management and selected prior notification, and 
appear to need fewer medications.\;~.~:.: :' 

:1 ':,: 

WIry. Wony Wlren You SetHI Your Clrlltl to School Was prepared by Healthy Schools Nehvork, IIlC., to help the public hold officials accoulltablefor improvi"}i . 
sc/w~l/acilities. ©1999 

::<:.': 	 Healthy School. Network, Inc. 
is a not-for-profitorganization dedicateu to securing policies and actions that will create schools that are environmentally responsible to chiluren, personnel, and 10 their 
com.:n:u'nities. Centered on children's environmental health, Heahhy Schools Network's activities include information, education and coalition-building. It was founded in 
late :1994 as the New York's Healthy Schools Network, a broad-based coalition of parent, environment, public health, and education groups united in support oCthe N~w 
YorfS.tate Regents' Guiding Principles of School Environmental Quality (below). Since 1996, it has operated a nationally unique Information and Referral Clearing
hous~ .tohelp parents and others protect children and help local schools improve their environmental conditions and practices . 

.,:','" , 

Merl1bers of the Board of Directors: OHicers: Katherine Kennedy, Esq. President; Richard Monaco, Vice President; Kenneth Scallon, Secretary; James Wood, 
Treasu'r~r. At Large: Galen Kirkland, Esq.; Joyce Chicoine; Geraldine Hogan; John Phillips; Francisco Valle; Jeff Jones. 

St<I~:Claire Barnett, Executive Director; Marian Wise, Esq., Research Consultant: Student Interns Lori King and Danielle Cox. New Y()rk City Healthy Schools 
Working Group Coordinator, Jill Chaifetz, Esq., Executive Director, Advocates for Children of New York City, 

:: /.' '. 

Guiding Principles of School Environmental Quality 
adopted by the New York Slate Board of Regents, December 1994 

• Every child lind scilool employee has a rigilllo an envirollmentally safe and heal til), ieaining environlllenlwilicil is clean and ill goo(1 
repair. 

Every child, parent alld school employee has 11 'right 10 know' 11bout environment(li hea,lth issues and hazards ill their sc/tool envi

ronment. 


• School (!tficials alld appropriate pi/blic agencies should be held accmmtablefor environmentally sale and liealtily school facilities, 
• Schools .~hauld serve as role models for envirOllmentally responsible behavior, 
• 	Federal, State, local and private sedor enrities should work IOgetherw ens/I/'e tltm resources are lIsed e(fectil'ely and e.tficielltly to 

address envirollmental health and safety conditions. ' 

Healthy School. Network, Inc • • 96 South Swan Street • Albany, New York J2210 

Tel/51 B-462-0632 Fax/51 B-462-0433 


heallhy schools@compuserve.com 
www.hsnet.org 

http:www.hsnet.org
mailto:schools@compuserve.com
http:olled.bY

