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WHIP AT LARGE

Ms. Tonya Martin

"Domestic Policy Office

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Ms. Martin:

I am honored to bring to your attention two groups for
inclusion in the White House Conference on School Safety to be held
next month. I am confident that representatives from Minorities
in Law Enforcement (MILE) and the LegiSchool Project, both of
Sacramento, California, would make a valuable contribution to the
conference.

For your review, I have enclosed background information on
both of these organizations. MILE, represented by its executive
director, Regis Lane, is a non-profit youth advocate organization
which lobbies to ensure brighter futures for urban youth. It is
the only ethnic coalition of law enforcement officers in my state
dedicated to addressing the needs of urban youth. Mr. Lane can be
reached at 916/812-9541.

The LegiSchool Project is an educational collaboration between
California State University, Sacramento and the California State
Legislature. It is designed to cultivate civic virtues among
California's high school students. The executive director of The
Center for California Studies at CSUS is Timothy Hodson. He can
be reached at 916/278-6906. » '

Thank you in advance for considering the inclusion of MILE
and the LegiSchool Project in the White House Conference on School,
Safety. I appreciate your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Dot I

ROBERT T. MATSUL
Member of Congress
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What We Recommend
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Insiders’ Views: What You Don’t Know Can Hurt You
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Why Children Need Healthy School Environments ' 1
The Hard Facts of School Facilities
Healthy Schools: Starting To Do It Right
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| Healthy Schools Network looks forward fo '
| hearing from more schools that have adopted od b ; 1
| board and/or administrative policies and pro- , Edited by Claire Bamett 1"
:| cedures to protect children’s environmental H@@I”ly Schools Network, inc.
‘health and to improve facility management. March 1999
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Make children’s environmental health and safety a New York
State Prxomy

Support S3615 Marcellino/A 2068 Englebright

The,Children’s Environmental Health & Safety Bill of Rights
Help sch 6ls stop indoor air pollution from toxic produds and

Support $3617 Marccllino/A 5178 Englebright
The School Poliution Prevention Purchasing Act
Create hedilthier standards for school construction so that
schools hdve breathable indoor air, energy savings, and are
ed on or near hazards.
Support $3614 Marcellino/A 4700A Englebright
The lmpr{wed School Siting and Construction Act
Stop thé, use of toxic pesticides by schools. If schools use pesti-
cides, they must tell parents and school personnel in advance.
Suppart $3621 Marcellino/A 4701 A Englebright
The School Integrated Pest Management Program Act, and
Supp@:t AZ042A Englebright
The Parent Notification of School Pesticide Use Act

B - .o i

. WHAT WE RECOMMEND: Support ‘Healthy School Environments’ Legislation;

+ Create school health and safety programs to help schools

reduce risks. T

Support A 4702A Englebright
The Environmental Health and Safety Program in Schools Act
+ Restore school Minor Maintenance and Repair funds to the
budget.
= Restore RESCUE funds for school construction and for provid-
ing public information about facility conditions to the budget.

The following groups support the ‘Healthy School Environments’ legislation (list in for-
mation}; Environmental Advocates; Advocates for ChildrewNYC: American Lung Association
of NYS; Citizens' Envirotmental Coalivion; NYS Congress of Parents and Teachers (State
PTA} New York State United Teachers; National Education AssociutiowNY: Central NY
Commitiee an Ocenpational Safery and Health: New York Committee an Occupation Safery
and Health: Western NY Committee on Ocenpational Safery and Health; Natural Rexources
Defense Council: League of Conservarion Vaters of NYS: West Harlem Environmental Action;
Civil Service Emplovees Associarion; Community Advocates for Educational Excellence:

Physiciany for Socicl Responsibilin/NYC: New York Coalition for Alrernatives 1o Pesticides;
National Audubon Socieb/NYC: United Pareuts Association of NYC, Healthy Schools
Network.

INSIDERS’ VIEWS' What You Don t Know Can Hurf You

We all hear about many school problems: children with learning or social problems; violence; leadership issues; equity financing; over-
crowded classrooms; tack of texts and labs; bus safety. But what many parents and community members don’t hear, and shat schools do
not report, is thut schools suffer from pervasive environmental problems thar harm children und personnel. Some environmental problems
| are easily preventable or correctable; some take money or staff. The shocking cases below illustrare the pervasive nature of these con-
ceins. Healthy Schools Network wants every child and employee to have an environmentally safe and healthy schoot.

_ Westerr N Y: The State Education Department approved a new school site:

er high power transmission lines, adjacent to a chemical dump,
nextto heavy metal manufacturers, and under an Air Force Base flight
path. Hcaithy Schaools Network’s inquiry into the permit process revealed
that the Deparlment was failing to Lomply with State Environ-ment
Quality;] Review At procedures requiring it to notify relevant state agen-
cies and the public.

Westem NY One parent has been urging school repairs and maintenance
pracuces o climinate polluted air since 1993, Her children need anti-
mﬂammatory medications only during the school year. The school has
refused | . acknowledge or hear federal and state agency information on
xmprovmg school air quality. Reports this parent, “Even if it takes me a
year, [.qz‘;p‘almost always find out what really happened.”

WesteritNY. A parent seeking improved indoor air quality for her asth-
matic, al!erglc child, such as control of printing press and other fumes
seeping’ mto classrooms, has found it easier to home-school her young
child thin to battle denial and foot-dragging by school officials.

Westem N Y Parents who complained at a 1997 Regents public hearing
about access to environmental information have found even the Education
Commlssmncr can’t make the system work: his staff sat on his request for
. The children are frequently ill and required to attend schoo]
the parems sull don’t have information.

Western NY. Healthy Schools Network was called by an upsct school prin-
cipal, not bécause he needed information, but to complain that we had no
e information to “his” parents. Healthy Schools had responded
aFparent association’s request for information about US EPA’s
school alr “quality program,

Central: :NY. Students and staff had continuing health complaints due to
indoor 11r polluuon faculty feared job retaliation. After the superintendent
re]ected a»parcm -led community petition to stop the routine use of pesti-
cides, he re-asserted control by treating the playing fields with herbicides

- before a‘s cer game, and by refusing to authorize the cleaning of the

bunldmg s 'ventilation ducts.

Central NY A supermtendem refused to halt a construction project despite
scrious respxratory illnesses in students; faculty on sick leave, and pleas

: xldmg prmc:pal who also was ill. The district had the same -
problem: twa years earlier, according to state agenicy staff, who-added that’
neither the state depanments of Health or Education Havé the capacxty for
on-site cnfcmemcm of chil dren s health protecuons in schools under reno—
vation. /37
Northe N Y/Adirondacks. Hazirds at a middI¢ school mc]uded arope
fadder used as an'éxit on the third floor, loose asbestos, open stairwells that

pread of fire and smoke, over-crowded classrooms, and wiring
k'to the 19205 A *»:ma!l ﬁre in the ﬁrst-ﬂoor bathroom was cata:

'

* Northern NY/Adirondacks. A health-impaired middle-schooler was made
ill by repeated exposures to out-dated, off-inventory pesticides, contrary to
his health plan and state law. School officials denied having information
about laws for school pesticide use or for enforcement of health plans; the
regional BOCES said it was not allowed to talk to parents or the local par-
cnt association without the school superintendent’s permission,

o Northern NY/Adirondacks. A parent visiting a school under renovation
had an asthma attack walking into the building. The school promised but
failed to control dust, fumes, and debris. A ncighboring district allowed
CONtractors to excavate a new basement with diesel equipment under the
building while school was in session.

* Northern NY. A parent of a child suffering from her third bout of bronchi-
tis this winter in a school where staff are also ill, is re-r equesling air test
data. The principal shared inconclusive tests from the early 1990s; the par-
ent has independently learned that school conducted air tests two years ago
after the ventilating system was replaced.

s Northern NY. Community members on a facility committee sought better
than average air quality and energy efficiency in theif new community cen-
ter school. After presenting their own research, they were told by the con-
tractor that it was too late, even though ground-breaking was months wway
on a $11 million all-new building. :

¢ Mid-Hudson. A low-income single parent, pleadiry for a cleaner indoor
environment for ber asthmatic child was reminded by the principal that
children are required 10 go to school, that children who can’t keep up are
sent to special education, and that schools are mandated to report child
neglect - such as too many absences. She moved out of town. |

® Mid-Hudson. A school is closed from spring break until the end of the
school year. Despite parent and teacher protests, the school engaged in too-"
hasty and ill-timed floor replacement over spring break and, upon reopen- . S
ing, found the school’s concrete subfloor, installed furniture, and walls sat-
urated with solvents whose fumes immediately affected the health of stu-”
dents and staff.

* Mid-Hudson. A parent finally moved her child to another school after
repeated comphmts to reduce noise. improve air quality, and clean up thq
white dust froni interior demolition work conducted while school was in~ "
session went upanswered, The dust covering the cafeteria proved to be -
heavily contarfiinated with asbestos. R AR

* Mid-Hudson. A paient enrolled her childina private school after she mad- '
vertently discovered the public school’s dry-erase markers for white
boards-used in all the classrooms set off her daughter’s severe headaches.
as well as headaches in several other first graders. -

¢ New York City. An academically talented student has now switched :
schools three times to avoid the construction fumes and dust that trigger . - .-
severe, prolonged asthma attacks. Because of these acadernic schedule
interraptions, his parents are no longer assured that he is eligible to rcturn
to his original competitive high school.

(Continued on rext page)
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ols“ lcavmg Iundreds of bunldmgs with ddngcrom b'u.k ﬁun;:, r coal
that spew fusuies and particulates into classrooms. A year ago, scores
ents were trcated and released from local hospitals with carbon
Xide poisoning that cian cause permanent neurological damage and
galth probleins. Schools have no carbon monoxide detectors; after
ate bond funds are used up, City schools will still have 125-150
oaliboilers remaining.

ork City. A child was killed at a poorty-supervised school construc-
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tion site after a rooftop brick fell four stories onto her head. Instructions for
work site health and safety were casually ignored.

¢ Long Island. An immigrant parent was told her asthmatic ninc-year-old
should drop out if she could not brcmhe in school. The district offered no
other solutions.

¢ Long Islund. After a moldy classroom prompted too many teacher aslhmh
attacks and hospitalizations, the local union got the window replaced, the
decayed carpet eliminated, and the ventilating ducts disiufected. The
teacher has returned and is now somewhat healthier.

¢ Long Island. A school was given a permit to pave around the building
with 500 PPM lecad-contaminated incinerator ash bound in asphalt. The
New York State Regents, who two years earlier had been urged to adopt
meeasures to eliminate new sources of lead in schools, took no action.
Department staff verbally assured the Regents it would not happen again.
A follow-up student project is measuring lead content of the run-off.

R A kAl g

WHY CHILDREN NEED HEALTHY SCHOOL ENVIRONMENTS

| Children are compelled to artend school. Biologically, children are not just little adults: they are uniquely vulnerable to environmental
health and safety hazards. Occupational safety and health standards were not designed for children, nor do they apply to children attend-
ing school. Schools are not required to employ school nurses, nor report pupil accident, illness, or injury.

y from research on adult humans. .., and recognizing that there are tens
ands of chemlcals in commercm] use whose toxicity has never been
suppons the

schoo +some school buildings may be unsafe or even harmful to chx]drcn s
' '\lth"'_Half of schools surveyed by the US GAO self- rcportcd at least one
s sfactory environmental condition, and the cost of repairs ran over $112
bl]llon (Umtcd Statcs Govcrnment Accounting Office [USGAOY, School

thas not required schools to submit five-year Capital Assct
ation Plans; it does not require schools to employ school nurses; it

t-report pupil '\CCldcnl illness, or injury; it does not have staff to help
nv1r0nmcntal issues. (Educauon Dt.parlmenl statflntelvn.ws 1997 99)

rieys 'uled to cvalu.m polluted indoor air, the cost of controllmg lead

First National Research Conference on Children’s Environmental Health.
“In the United States, children spend most of their time indoors, where they may
be exposed to a number of indoor air pollutants. There is considerable evidence
that childhood asthma can be exacerbated by exposure to indoor air pollutants.”
(Ruth A. Etzel, Medical Epidemiologist, Astiina and Acute Pulmonary Hemor-
rhage Among Infants: Respiratory Diseases Linked to Indoor Air Pollution,
First National Research Conference on Children’s Environmental Health, 1997)
National Institutes of Health. “ Asthma. .. mortality among children...has dou-
bled over the last decade. . .and five million suffer from the disease....Air pol-
lution is of special significance because it is preventable.” (Landrigan, et al.,
Children’s Health and the Environment: A New Agenda for Prevention
Research, Environmental Health Perspectives, June 1998, NIH Publication
No. NIH 98-218, p 788) Chlorpyrifos, the most commonly applied pesticide in
New York State schools, has been linked to headaches, dizziness, loss of coor-
dination, and muscular weakness. (New York State Department of Law, 1994;
Devra Lee Davis & A. Karim Ahmed, Exposures From Indoor Spraying of
Chlorpyrifos Pose Greater Risks to Children than Currently Estimated, Envi-
ronmental Health Pcrspecuvcs, Vol. 106, No. 6, June 1998).

American Lung Association. “Asthma is the sixth ranking chronic condition in )
our nation and the leading serious chronic illness of children in the U.S. It is
also the nurber one cause of school absences attributed to chronic condi-
tions.... Among the substances that may trigger attacks: smoke, airborne
molds, ...dust, ...many household and industrial products; air pollutants;
scents....”" (Lung Disease Data, American Lung Association, 1998-99)
Natlonal ly, the American Lung Association has just announced a major focus
campaign to improve indoor quality in schools

contamination in soil, paint, or tap water, or to ensure that all students have
playgrounds and playing fields. New York City has 1,100 schools enrolling
1.1 million pupils who are 78% African-American, Hispanic, or Other. .
Minority.

New York State Attorney General. Of schools surveyed by the Atlorncy
General, 87% used pesticides. Pesticides are applied in every New York

City school and at least 88% of Long Island public schoo]s upstatc schools
reported a.74% use rate. “‘The pesticides most frequently used in schools L,
may cause short-term, acute, or ... chronic health effects. . such ZlS* ._vonu.t-__
ing, headaches, skin irritations,. .. behavioral; and emouona] dlstur-
bances,...(and) asthma- llkc prob]cms ” (Ncw York Slate Department of
Law, Pesnctdes in Schools ‘Reducing the RlSkS Fcbruary 1994)

New York State Comptroller Audits (1992 97) have rcvea]ed that schools
have poorly funded maintenance programs; have misallocited funds for
facilities; use poor purchasmg practices; don’t do energy audits; and have .
failed to follow.meager child health laws written in the 1940s. While schools
are just beginning to’ consnder encrgy conservation, even the Pentdgon in
Washington, D.C. has “gone green” with a 25% energy:savings retrofit; real
estate developers are not.creating “green” office towers and hotels to meet
consumer demand for facilitics that are healthier for occupants. (Healthy
Schools Network research files)
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The State Board of Regents’ efforts have fallen short. While it has studied
skfacility problems and adopted new policies, none of its legislative pro-
posalsthave linked funds to resolving environmental problems or protecting
children’s health. Reforms recommended to the Regents by the School
Envm)nmemal Quality Subcommitiee (1994) were strongly supported in the
ficld. CSulwy of School Officials, Office of Facilities Planning, 1994}

Thercgare mixed results from the Governor and the Legislature. while the
Goveinor attempted to repeal laws and funds 10 protect public health (1995},

. he led.the 1996 state bond act which included $125 million to remove coal-
boilers trom ‘schools. In 1997, a $2.4 hillion school Facility bond act, champi-
oned by, ‘the Assembly Speaker, was narrowly defcated for lack of information
about how funds would be spent. In 1998, the Governor vetoed the Legisla-

STATE EFFORTS FALL SHORT: School Environments Haven’t Improved . ..

']
p

ture’s request for additional funds for school construction. Although state aid
for school construction has doubled since 1994 to $909 million, school repair
nceds remain severe.

In 1998, fewer than one-third of school union presidents reported health and
safety committees,: 34% of 506 local presidents reported that conditions
threatened public health (New York State United teachers 1998 Local Presi-
dents” Survey). Schools were the most hazardous of all inspected workplaces
in Tompkins Country reported the Ithaca-based Mid-State Labor Coalition
(AFL-CIO) upon reviewing recent federal inspection reports. And 12% of all
adult clinic patients seen over nine years were personnel complaining of chem-
icals in use in schools, reported the state-funded Central New York Occupa-
tional Health Clinic in 1998.

HEAI.THY SCHOOLS STARTING TO DO IT RIGHT

While there are plenty of prablems and the need for school vepair and construction funds is severe, there are
zere or low-cost steps schools are taking today to protect childyen and improve environmental practices.

o F aiton Ctty School District. The City of Fulton School District has created a
District Safely Commitice (DSC) whose mission is to “cnsure that students and
staff are’ provided with classrooms, buildings, and grounds (a school environ-
ment) “which is safe, secure and healthy, clean and in good repair.” Founded in
1992;. the DSC is comprised of representatives of many stakeholder groups.
The. DSC meets regularly; the board’s pro-active response to indoor air quality
and pest management issues have resuited in lower insurance premiums for the
dlstnct and voter approval of a local bond act.
» East.Greenbush Central School District. Tn 1997, the East Greenbush
Central: Schoo! Board of Fducation adopted a comprehensive policy on School
Envxronmenta Quality and procedures for a Health and Safety Committee. The
d:smct ‘also is cooperating with state agencies to improve energy efficiency and
mdcor air quality.
° Pzttsford Central School District. As aresult of progressive leadership, includ-
ing aisafety and health committee at the Pitisford District Teachers Association,
the d:ystrlct has addressed safety and health concerns associated with the up-
grading of middle schools, especially auditoriums, to the construction of an
addmon to the middle schools two years ago. Not unlike many schools, the
Pmsford District had indoor air quamy programs, most notably with an art kiln
and wuh inadequate fresh air in the science instruction classrooms and in a stor-
age drea. Inadequate ventilation was the primary culprit.
°Hemcks Union Free School District has adopted as its own the Regent’s
Gutdmg Principles of Environmental Quality, adopted board poficy to promote
and mplcmenl Integrated Pest Management and selected prior notification, and

has hired its own health and safety professional to train staff. review asbestos
reports, and proactively respond to environmental concerns.

* Baldwin Unian Free School District. The district has significantly reduced
the use of pesticides tvith a written least-toxic Integrated Pest Management plan.
A Board of Education member attending the NYS School Boards convention in
Rochester last fall reported there arc no costs to prior notification of the use of
pesticides.

s Little Falls City School District. The district created an employee Health and
Safety comittee during the course of construction that successfully protected
the health of building occupants. The building contractor reported at a Fall
1998 Empire State Reports Conference that the committee provided useful,
effective on-site assistance. )

e Oswego City School District is reducing its use of indoor pesticides; accord-
ing to 1998 Freedom of Information Act responses, it has eliminated the usc of
herbicides on playing fickls,

* Baldwinsville Central School District has created an intensive energy efficient
program in conjunction with Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation, as weli as
established a no-pestmde organic playing field. It also used low-odor cuslodml
supplies.

o New York City School District. A public Suhool huilding principal and custo-
dian have successfully worked with the parent of a young child with health
problems triggered by environmental factors. With an air cleaner in the class-
room, the teacher reports that all the children are healthier, and the asthmatics
appear to need fewer medications.

Why, Worry When You Send Your Child to School vus prepared by Healthy Schools Network, Inc., to help the public hold officials accountable for anrm ing

school fac:lmer ©1999

Healthy Schools Network, Inc.
for-profit organization dedicated to securing policies and actions that will create schools that are environmentally responsible to children, personnel, and to their

comimunities. Centered on children’s environmental health, Healthy Schools Network's activities include information, education and coalition- -building. [t was founded in
late 1994 as the New York’s Healthy Schools Network, a broad-based coalition of parent, environment, public health, and education groups united in support of the New
York Stite Regents' Guiding Principles of School Environmental Quality (below). Since 1996, it has operated a nationally unique information and Referral Clearing-
housc to help parents and others protect children and help Jocal schools improve their environmental conditions and practices.

Members of the Board of Directors: Officers: Katherine Kennedy, Esq. President; Richard Monaco, Vice President; Kenneth Scallon, Secretary; James Wood,
Trcasurcr At Large: Galen Kirkland, Esq.; Joyce Chicoine; Geraldine Hogan; John Phillips; Francisco Valle; Jeff Jones.

Stqff;i,]axre Bamett, Executive Director; Marian Wise, Esq., Research Consultant; Student Interns Lori Ku}g and Danielle Cox. New York City Healthy Schools
Working Group Coordinator, Jill Chaifetz, Esq.. Executive Director, Advocates for Children of New York City.

*

repair.

ronment.

»

address environmental health and safety conditions.

Guiding Principles of School Environmental Quality
adopted by the New York State Board of Re’g_ents, Dacember 1994

Every child and school employee has a right to an environmentally safe and healtlty learning erzvimnmem which is clean and in good
Every child, parent and school employee has a ‘right 1o know' about environmental health issues and hazards in their school envi-
School officials and appropriate public agencies should be held accountable for environmentally safe and healthy school facilities.

Schools should serve as role models for environmentally respensible behavior.
Federal, State, local and private sector enrities should work fogether 1o ensure that resources are used effectively and effi czemly to L

Tel/518-462-0632

Healthy Schools Network, Inc. +. 96 South Swan Street + Albany, New York 12210

Fax/518462-0433 .

healthy \n.hools@compuservc com - ® y
www.hsnet.org L ’ S
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