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November 8§, 1999

Chairman Arlen Specter

Subcomrnittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, and Educanon
184 Dirksen Senate Office Building ~
Washington, D.C. 20510-6034 » ’ j

Dear Chairman Specter: ;

We understand that the provision of funds to assist failing Title I schools has been
proposed by President Clinton during negotiations related to the Labor "HHS, and Education
Appropriations bill. The President’s proposal is similar to an amendment that we cosponsored
during the debate on the bill on the Senate floor. As you know, the amendment was endorsed by
the National Governor’s Association. We believe that the accountability provisions in Title I can
not be properly mplemented without funds dedicated to ..,.prov.vg faxhng schools.

The federal government directs over 8 billion dollars of fédéral fu‘nding to provide critical
support programs for disadvantaged students under Title I, but the accountability provisions in
Title I have not been adequately implermnented due to insufficient resources. Title [ authorizes
state school support teams to provide support for schoolwide programs and to provide assistance
to schools in need of improvement through activities such as professzonal dévelopment ot
identifying resources for changing instruction and organization. In ‘1998, only eight states
reported that school support teams have been able to serve the majority of schoois 1dent1ﬁed as in
need of improvement. Less than half of the schools identified as being in need of i mprovcment
in 1997-98 reported that this des:gnauon led to additional professional development or
assistance.

States, school districts and schools need additional support and resources to: (1) address o
weaknesses soon after they are identified; (2) promote a progressively intensive range of o
interventions; (3) continuously assess the results of | mtervent:ons and (4) implemerit mcenm es
for improvement. , Rt
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We urge you to inciude a dedicated source of funding for Siatés and school districts to
use to turn around schools in need of i 1mprovement and to implement the accountablhty
provisions in Title I : '

y

Sincerely, |

.@zc....//

ce: Senator Trent Lott
Senator Thomas A. Daschle
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Congress of the Wnited States
. w"!ﬂlmgtnn,m@ 2051‘5 ' ‘

‘November 9, 1999

President William Jefferson Chinton
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Decar Mr. President:

We write to you today 1o casure that teachers that are hired under the Class Size Reduction
program are “fully qualified,” as defined in H.R. 2390, the Dcmocratic substitute to H.R. 1995,
the Tcacher Empowerment Act. While the class gize reduction program funded in the FY 99
Omnibus Consolidated and Emergency Supplemental Appropriations Act requires the use of
“highly qualified teachers” to reduce class size, there is no further definition. Howcver, a
consensus definition of a “fully qualified teacher™ was reached during House consideration of
teacher training legislation, and it obtained strong support from the House Democratic Caucus.

We encourage you and the conferecs to include ¢ this provision into the Class Sizé Reduction
program. It is consistent with the Adrninistration’s éfforts to improve the quality of teaching in the
Title I program, and other Administration and state efforts to improve the recriitment and trmmng
of high quality new teachers.

The link between teacher quality and student achievement is well documented. Good teachers who
know their subjccts can help students make enormous gains, Like you, we believe that smaller
classcs will help students achieve at higher levels, but we also beliéve that smaller classes lead by
fully qualified teachers would lead to even greater gains for our students. The inclision of this
provision will ensure that only high quality teachers are-hired for this prograim and the success of
this very important initiative. The success of the Class Size Reduction program, like every other
education reform, ulumaicly rests on the quality of the teacher in the classroom.

The Clinton Administration and New Democrats have been partners in reforming public edication
through standards-based reforms, accountability, and competition. We applaud your leadership on
this issuc which is so vital to our nation’s snccess in the New Economy, and look forward to
commucd work with you m strengthening public education.

Sincerely,

(Ot 2

Cal Dooley Ron Kind
Member of Congress Member of Congress




